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Holding high the Red banner of Marxism-Leninism-
Maoism and ever determined to lead the Fil‐
ipino people’s national democratic 

revolution, the Central Committee of 
the Communist Party of the 
Philippines extends its ardent 
revolutionary greetings to all 
the Party’s cadres and ac‐
tivists, Red fighters of 
the New People’s 
Army, allies in the 
National Democratic 
Front and the broad 
masses of the Filipino 
people, on the occasion 
of the Party’s 56th 
founding anniver‐
sary.

Strengthen utmost the Party on its 56th
anniversary! Lead the people’s struggles 
against the US-Marcos regime
and advance the revolution!
Central Committee
Communist Party of the Philippines
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On this occasion, we call on the 
entire Party and all revolutionary 
forces to:

Deepen and broaden the rectifi‐
cation movement! Further streng ‐
then the Party! Strike deeper roots 
among the masses and firmly lead 
their struggle against the US-Mar‐
cos fascist and bureaucrat capitalist 
regime! Persevere in advancing the 
people’s democratic revolution!

Today, we honor Ka Jose Maria 
Sison, founding chair of the Central 
Committee, whose Marxist-Lenin‐
ist-Maoist theoretical writings con‐
tinue to illuminate the revolutio ‐
nary path of the Filipino people. 
The new generation of Party cadres 
and fighters will forever remember 
and draw inspiration from Ka 
Joma’s lifelong communist dedica‐
tion to the proletariat and all op‐
pressed and exploited classes.

We pay tribute to all the heroes 
and martyrs of the Filipino people 
who led selfless lives for the Filipino 
people’s national democratic cause. 
We give special recognition to all 
Party leaders and Red fighters of 
the New People’s Army who fell in 
the course of waging people’s war 
and fighting the US-Marcos fascist 
regime during the past year. Their 
names are forever etched in the an‐
nals of the Philippine revolution.

On the occasion of the Party’s 
anniversary, we also extend mili‐
tant revolutionary greetings to all 
anti-imperialist, progressive and 
democratic parties, organizations 
and movements around the world 

resisting US imperialism and fight‐
ing imperialist wars and threats of 
war. We extend fraternal greetings 
to all communist revolutionary 
forces who are studying, promoting 
and applying Marxism-Leninism in 
their countries, and leading the 
workers and people in the struggle 
for national liberation and social‐
ism.

We mark the Party’s 56th an‐
niversary acutely aware how the 
rapidly worsening international and 
domestic economic and political cri‐
sis is generating conditions favor‐
able for waging revolutionary 
struggle.

The global capitalist system 
continues to be marked by economic 
slowdowns, widespread unemploy‐
ment, and growing threats of 
stagflation and recessions. The US 
imperialists are fuelling and stoking 
armed conflicts in Europe, the Mid‐
dle East and Asia. Workers and 
peoples are resisting imperialist 
wars, proxy wars, fascist oppres‐
sion, public spending cuts, rising 
prices, and are raising their voices 
for higher wages and other urgent 
democratic demands.

The ruling system in the Philip‐
pines is mired in economic and po‐
litical crisis. The socioeconomic 
conditions of tens of millions of Fil‐

ipinos are sharply deteriorating 
from the relentless decline of the 
import-dependent and export-ori‐
ented local economy. The constant 
weakening of local agricultural and 
industrial production results in ris‐
ing unemployment and widespread 
economic displacement. On the 
other hand, foreign capitalist prof‐
its and domestic oligarch wealth 
continue to soar from the exploita‐
tion of workers and natural re‐
sources and from debt-financed 
public spending and subsidies. Cor‐
ruption and political repression has 
worsened under Marcos’ bureau‐
crat capitalist and fascist regime. 
The ruling system is mired in an in‐
creasingly virulent political crisis. 
The Marcos regime’s subservience 
to US geopolitical interests is 
pulling the country into the vortex 
of inter-imperialist war.

The worsening economic and 
political crisis of the ruling system 
under the Marcos regime continues 
to rouse the Filipino people to take 
action and wage collective resis‐
tance to fight for their urgent de‐
mands. This is generating ever 
favorable conditions for the Party 
to strike deeper and wider roots 
among the masses in order to lead 
them in the struggle against the 
US-Marcos regime.
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I. Amid capitalist stagnation, imperialism fuels wars
and incites resistance

The capitalist world is wracked by conflicts arising from contradictions 
between the monopoly bourgeoisie and proletariat, between imperialism 

and peoples in oppressed nations, between imperialism and countries assert‐
ing national sovereignty, and between rival imperialist powers. Presently, the 
rapidly intensifying inter-imperialist conflicts form the principal contradiction 
defining the current world situation, as US imperialism stokes and fuels wars 
in different parts of the world.

The capitalist system continues 
to be wobbled by the overproduc‐
tion of major commodities, with 
persistent overcapacity and the pil‐
ing up of unsold inventories of man‐
ufactured goods (including 
consumer electronics, household 
items, cars, machinery, steel and 
construction materials) and agricul‐
tural products (soy beans, wheat, 
corn and others). This is resulting in 
intense capitalist competition to 
wrest control of markets, as well as 
sources of raw materials to produce 
more for less. Resulting bankrupt‐
cies, mergers and acquisitions lead 
to further concentration of capital 
in the hands of a few monopolists.

Global capitalism remains mired 
in economic and financial crisis. It 
has been in a state of stagnation of 
slow growth for more than one 
decade and a half, with many lead‐
ing capitalist countries constantly 
teetering on the brink of a reces‐
sion. The post-pandemic “rebound” 
failed to attain previous production 
levels. Global economic growth is 
not expected to go beyond 3% this 
year and the next. There is rapid 
destruction and deterioration of 
productive forces amid closures and 
layoffs. Workers and toiling people 
suffer declining socioeconomic con‐
ditions while the biggest capitalist 
billionaires continue to accumulate 
wealth. The deepening constraints 
on the purchasing power of the 
working class creates the bottleneck 
in consumption relative to produc‐
tion. Growing protectionism and 
geopolitical tensions disrupt trade 
flows and create market barriers 
which only exacerbate overproduc‐

tion.
As ever, aggregate demand is 

propped up by debt rather than in‐
creasing the wages and purchasing 
power of the working classes. Global 
debt has ballooned to $322.9 tril‐
lion, rising by $12 trillion in the first 
three quarters of 2024. This is 
equivalent to 326% of global gross 
domestic product (GDP). A large 
chunk of foreign debt in 2024 went 
to fund infrastructure projects that 
facilitate the entry of multinational 
companies, including those that are 
now being packaged under so-called 
“green economy” (solar, nuclear 
power projects). In 2023, a total of 
$1.4 trillion went to servicing for‐
eign debt. More than 35 countries 
are burdened by debt and are on the 
brink of defaulting on payments. 
Bloating financial sectors are creat‐
ing speculative bubbles in stocks, 
real estate and even cryptocurren‐
cies.

The US economy remains in the 
rut of stagnation with growth ex‐
pected to reach only 2.7% this year. 
It is burdened with a $35.5 trillion 
debt, which is 123% of the total size 
of its economy. Official statistics 
claim around 16 million American 
workers are either unemployed or 
underemployed, but independent 
estimates put the number at 110 
million functionally unemployed. 
While the 20 American billionaires 
worth $2.7 trillion continue to 
amass wealth, an estimated 43 mil‐
lion Americans live in poverty, suf‐
fering from deteriorating 
socioeconomic conditions amid ris‐
ing inflation, growing household 
debt, low wages, increase in the 

number of homelessness, and lack 
of access to public health care. The 
financial and stock market boom in 
the US from global money seeking 
safe haven momentarily support the 
US economy but is a critical finan‐
cial flashpoint.

The biggest European 
economies are also facing stagna‐
tion. After sliding into a recession 
last year, the UK economy is not ex‐
pected to grow beyond 1% this year. 
The German economy is expected to 
contract by 0.2% this year from a 
decline of 0.3% last year, following 
weak demand for manufactured 
goods. Facing record-high public 
deficits, the economy of France is 
not expected to grow beyond 1.1% 
this year, and 0.9% next year. 
Workers and people in Europe face 
job insecurity, worsening living con‐
ditions, terms of employment, aus‐
terity measures resulting in reduced 
access to social services, and insuf‐
ficient wages that are not able to 
cope with the rising cost of living.

The Japanese economy remains 
in a prolonged state of stagnation. 
It is estimated to grow by less than 
1% this year. It is being crippled by 
an $8.6 trillion debt that exceeds 
the size of its economy by 250%. 
The economy of China is expected 
to grow not more than 5% in 2024, 
slower than last year and slowest 
since the 1990s. It is wobbled by a 
real estate crisis amid excess resi‐
dential housing, reduced invest‐
ments and unpaid debts by real 
estate developers, rising household 
debt and slowdown in domestic con‐
sumer spending. Amid the general‐
ized weakening of the global 
economy, China is looking for ways 
to boost its economy amid the over‐
production inherent in the capitalist 
path where productive forces ex‐
ceed the market’s ability to absorb 
goods. It is already facing the con‐
tradictions inherent in the capitalist 
trajectory of development.
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The overwhelming majority of 
countries in Asia, Africa and Latin 
America remain backward and 
agrarian, and serve as exporters of 
raw materials, or as providers of 
cheap labor for multinational cor‐
porations. Global capitalist stagna‐
tion has resulted in lower demand 
for cheap exports, and has slowed 
down foreign investments in assem‐
bly-line manufacturing. They are 
overburdened by rising trade 
deficits and levels of debt. Majority 
of people suffer from worsening so‐
cioeconomic conditions, marked by 
poverty, hunger, illiteracy, malnu‐
trition, and disease, and the severe 
impact of climate disasters, result‐
ing from years of imperialist plun‐
der of their land.

The global capitalist stagnation 
is intensifying economic and politi‐
cal conflicts between the major im‐
perialist powers. While the US 
continues to push neoliberal poli‐
cies to open the economies of its 
semicolonies and its capitalist ri‐
vals, it has implemented increas‐
ingly protectionist measures over 
the course of the past decade and a 
half, in an attempt to revive domes‐
tic industrial production.

The US government under Biden 
poured close to $40 billion to sup‐
port semiconductor production with 
the aim of controlling 30% of global 
supply, putting it in the direct path 
of Taiwan and Japan. It increased 
tariff rates on various types of 
commodities imported from China. 
In addition, it has imposed eco‐
nomic and financial sanctions on 
Russia, with the specific aim of cut‐
ting Russian exports of oil and nat‐
ural gas to Europe. Incoming US 
president Trump has declared plans 
to further increase tariffs against 
China, as well as against imported 
commodities from Mexico and 
Canada.

The US push for protectionist 
measures has been met with coun‐
termeasures by its imperialist ri‐
vals. On the initiative of Russia and 
China, the BRICS (Brazil, Russia, 
India, China and South Africa) was 

recently expanded to include four 
more countries (Egypt, Ethiopia, 
Iran and the United Arab Emi‐
rates), aside from declaring plans 
to add 13 other “partner” coun‐
tries. Efforts are also being pushed 
to develop an alternative financial 
system such as the BRICS cross-
border payment initiative, central 
bank digital currencies, and other 
systems to promote trade indepen‐
dent of the US dollar, making these 
less vulnerable to US sanctions.

Increasingly hostile economic 
competition arising from the at‐
tempt of the US monopoly bour‐
geoisie to counter its strategic 
decline has led to intensifying mili‐
tary conflicts. The imperialist US is 
the most bellicose among the impe‐
rialist powers as it tries to push 
back against its rivals in the hope of 
re-establishing itself as the sole su‐
perpower. It is currently the princi‐
pal purveyor of war around the 
world. It is actively stoking and fu‐
eling the wars with the objective of 
wresting strategic resources from 
the control of its rivals. The return 
of Donald Trump as US president 
has emboldened the rise of neofas‐
cist groups in the US. His more ag‐
gressive push for American 
protectionist policies is set to fur‐
ther fuel inter-imperialist conflicts, 
both with China and Russia, as well 
as with traditional US allies.

By arming Ukraine and posi‐
tioning its weapons near the coun‐
try’s eastern border with Russia, 
the US succeeded in provoking Rus‐
sia’s 2022 assault. It has since pro‐
vided Ukraine with more than $115 
billion in aid, more than half of 
which is in the form of weapons to 
cause the prolongation of the war 
with the aim of wearing down Rus‐
sia. The Further escalating the war, 
the US recently “authorized” 
Ukraine to fire mid-range missiles 
into Russia, which Russia responded 
to with the first-time use of hyper‐
sonic missiles.

The US continues to support the 
genocidal war of Zionist Israel 
against the Palestinian people in 

Gaza which has killed more than 
45,000, including 17,000 children, 
and injured close to 110,000 people. 
It has given Israel close to $18 bil‐
lion in military aid, including the 
bombs and missiles used by Israel in 
the bombardment and shelling of 
Gaza. The US also gave tacit ap‐
proval and support for Israel’s 
airstrikes against Iran in October, 
and against Lebanon last November 
which killed 3,800 people and 
caused injuries to close to 16,000. 
The US colluded with Israel, Turkey, 
the UK and NATO forces to cause 
the ouster of Syrian President 
Bashar al-Assad (who had allowed 
Russia to maintain a military base) 
and collapse of the Syrian govern‐
ment. The US imperialists have 
since supported Israel in occupying 
the Golan Heights, launching 
airstrikes and pushing deeper into 
Syria, while it pushes for greater 
control and influence in the forma‐
tion of a new government.

While fueling the wars in 
Ukraine and the Middle East, US 
overseas military forces are thrust‐
ing mainly in what it calls the Indo-
Pacific region, in line with its “pivot 
to Asia,” with the principal aim of 
encircling and containing China and 
targeting the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea (DPRK). It con‐
tinues to reinforce its military bases 
in Japan and South Korea, as well 
as those in the Philippines. It has 
pushed Japan to increase its mili‐
tary spending and expand its mili‐
tary forces to augment US military 
forces. It is using the Philippines as 
a base for operations in the South 
China Sea that aims to raise the 
temperature of conflict with China.

The US also continues to carry 
out political and military interven‐
tion against countries asserting na‐
tional sovereignty. It has staged all 
forms of subversion against the 
governments in Venezuela, Cuba 
and other countries in Latin Amer‐
ica. It is also targeting Iran, which 
has stood firmly against US inter‐
vention in the Middle East.

Imperialist crisis and wars are 
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generating mass struggles and all 
forms of resistance. Broad alliances 
are being established between anti-
imperialist people’s movements, as 
well as governments opposed to US 
interventionism. Venezuela has 
taken the initiative of establishing 
an anti-fascist united front against 
US imperialism.

Major workers struggles have 
erupted in the US and other major 
capitalist countries to demand 
higher wages and better working 
conditions, including the strike by 
50,000 American port workers last 
October, and by 33,000 workers at 
Boeing company. Hundreds of thou‐
sands of workers went on strike in 
France protesting budget cuts to 
public services. German workers 
went on nationwide strike last Oc‐
tober to demand higher wages. Ma‐
jor workers’ strikes were also 
staged in Belgium, Finland, Italy, 
Spain, The Netherlands, Cyprus and 
other countries. Massive workers 
protests were held in South Korea 
demanding the ouster of the sitting 
president. Major protest actions 
also continue to be staged across 
the world demanding the US to stop 
exporting arms to Israel and calling 

for an end to the Zionist genocide 
of Palestinians. Amid widespread 
workers struggles, conditions have 
become fertile, especially in capi‐
talist countries, for militant work‐
ers alliances and councils to emerge 
to serve as broad united front in 
their fight for economic and politi‐
cal demands.

In the majority of countries 
around the world where semicolo‐
nial and semifeudal conditions per‐
sist, the broad masses of workers 
and peasants, semiproletariat and 
petty-bourgeois and other op‐
pressed classes and sectors are 
waging militant struggles to fight 
for their economic and political 
rights, against puppet and corrupt 
governments. They are waging all 
forms of resistance to advance their 
cause for national liberation, par‐
ticularly from US imperialist domi‐
nation.

International people to people 
solidarity movements and organiza‐
tions continue to expand. They have 
chalked major achievements in im‐
plementing the resolutions of the 
International People’s Tribunal on 
international humanitarian law, in‐
cluding that on the situation in 

Palestine. This is shown by succes‐
sive global assemblies which were 
all unprecedented in size and 
breadth.

The struggles for national liber‐
ation of the oppressed classes and 
people in semicolonial and semifeu‐
dal countries are in parallel to the 
struggles of governments defending 
their national sovereignty and 
fighting US imperialist aggression, 
intervention and subversion.

Armed resistance also continues 
to be waged by peoples around the 
world, fighting for national libera‐
tion. The revolutionary forces of 
Palestine remain steadfast in their 
armed struggle against Israeli oc‐
cupation of their land. The Kurdish 
people are also waging armed resis‐
tance to establish an independent 
country. Ethnic minority groups and 
their armies continue to fight the 
fascist Tatmadaw regime in Myan‐
mar. Revolutionary armed struggle 
continues to be waged in India as 
they fight the brutal war of the fas‐
cist Modi regime. Communist par‐
ties also continue to lead armed 
resistance in Turkey, Colombia, the 
Philippines and other countries.

II. Aggravation of economic conditions, further erosion
of national sovereignty and heightening fascist suppression
under the US-Marcos regime

The chronic crisis in the Philippines continues to worsen, aggravating the 
socioeconomic conditions of the broad masses of the Filipino people. The 

moribund state of the semicolonial and semifeudal mode of production is 
marked by the destruction of productive forces and the worsening of its 
worst features.

There is widespread destruction 
of local productive forces leading to 
a slowdown in production (both 
manufacturing and agriculture). 
This is resulting in widespread un‐
employment, further dependence on 
imported commodities for consump‐
tion, and spiraling prices.

Local production remains back‐
ward and agrarian. There are no 
basic industries to sustain the 

growth and expansion of the econ‐
omy. Decades of import liberaliza‐
tion and land-use conversion have 
destroyed local productive forces, 
especially local agricultural produc‐
tion. Agricultural productivity has 
even been falling for the last three 
years resulting in record agricul‐
tural trade deficits, worsening food 
import-dependence, and deterio‐
rating livelihoods of the peasant 

masses. The manufacturing industry 
sector has dropped to its smallest 
share of the economy since 1949. 
Yet Marcos continues to assiduously 
implement neoliberal policies that 
exacerbate the country’s depen‐
dence on imports, expand privileges 
and incentives to multinational cor‐
porations, and further weaken local 
production.

These have led to high prices, 
low wages and the economic dis‐
placement of millions of toiling peo‐
ple. The country’s chronic trade 
deficits are at record highs. Lacking 
Filipino industrial export capacity to 
earn foreign exchange, the economy 
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is heavily dependent on overseas 
remittances and foreign debt to fi‐
nance imports. The country’s total 
foreign debt has grown to $139.6 
billion as of September 2024 – 
equivalent to 31% of gross domestic 
product (GDP) which is the highest 
in almost 15 years—of which 
US$86.9 billion is public foreign 
debt.

Under Marcos, the national 
government debt continues to rise 
sharply, reaching over ₱16 trillion 
by October 2024, or a huge ₱3.2 
trillion or 25% increase not even 
halfway into Marcos’ six-year term. 
The increase mainly serves the ex‐
pansion of operations of big bour‐
geois compradors and the servicing 
of foreign and domestic debt. The 
Marcos government’s gross borrow‐
ing of ₱204 billion monthly is more 
than the combined monthly borrow‐
ing under the Duterte (₱131 billion) 
and Aquino (₱61.5 billion) regimes. 
Automatic debt servicing is con‐
stantly rising. For interest pay‐
ments alone, this rose by 22% from 
₱628.3 billion in 2023 to ₱763.4 
billion in 2024. This is set to rise by 
another 11% to ₱848 billion by 
2025. Interest and principal amor‐
tization combined is much higher 
and bloated from ₱1.57 trillion in 
2023, to ₱2.03 trillion in 2024 and a 
projected ₱2.05 trillion in 2025.

The global economic stagnation 
resulted in a slowdown in the local 
economy, particularly in assembly 
and semi-processing. Amid the 
global glut, semiconductor exports 
are expected to contract by at least 
10%, resulting in closures or re‐
trenchments of local assembly 
plants. There are similar layoffs in 
firms producing garments, wiring 
and other commodities for exports.

The number of unemployed Fil‐
ipinos remain at historic highs. This 
is being obscured only through sta‐
tistical manipulation by state agen‐
cies. They over-stretch categories 
of “employed” to include even 
nearly three million unpaid family 
workers as well as tens of millions 
of waste-pickers, vendors, small 

transport operators, corner-store 
owners, domestic helpers, Youtu‐
bers and Tiktokers and other infor‐
mal odd-jobs. In fact, many are 
essentially jobless people merely 
struggling to eke out a living wher‐
ever they can with very low, uncer‐
tain, poverty-level earnings and no 
benefits or social protection. To 
gloss over the severity of unem‐
ployment, state statisticians also 
pull down the “labor force partici‐
pation rate” to remove millions of 
people from being counted as job‐
less.

Unemployment is particularly 
acute among the youth, including 
graduates who cannot find jobs in 
their field of education. The na‐
tional capital and other major cities 
are overcrowded with the bloated 
reserve army of labor. Rural unem‐
ployment continues to rise amid 
land grabbing and economic dis‐
placement of millions of peasants. 
As a result, over 7,500 workers left 
the country daily to seek work over‐
seas in just the first nine months of 
2024, due to lack of available jobs 
in the country. There are reportedly 
close to 11 million overseas Fil‐
ipinos, including some six million 
documented and undocumented mi‐
grants abroad.

The standards of living of the 
broad masses of the people are 
rapidly deteriorating under the 
Marcos regime amid the constant 
increase in the prices of food, fuel, 
electricity, water and other public 
services and utilities. Food infla‐
tion, in particular, is persistently 
high driven by rice prices controlled 
by bourgeois comprador cartels and 
smugglers in connivance with gov‐
ernment officials. The gap between 
wages and salaries of workers and 
rank-and-file employees and the 
daily cost of living of a family of five 
continues to widen. In the despera‐
tion to “attract” foreign capital, the 
Marcos regime implements a policy 
of wage suppression.

Marcos officials churn out 
grossly underestimated figures of 
poverty by using unrealistically low 

poverty threshold. The regime 
gloats about economic growth sup‐
posedly among the fastest in the re‐
gion and about soon achieving 
upper middle-income country sta‐
tus. In fact, it is the number of poor 
and hungry Filipinos that has most 
rapidly grown. Since Marcos as‐
sumed power, the number of poor 
Filipino families increased by 50% 
(around four million) from 8 to over 
12 million. The number of hungry 
families rose by almost 120% (3.4 
million) from 2.9 million to over six 
million. With prices skyrocketing 
and their purchasing power plum‐
meting, the number of households 
without savings rose by 1.5 million 
from 18.7 million to over 20 million. 
More than 75% of Filipinos are poor 
and distressed, as confirmed even 
by studies of the central bank.

While the large majority of the 
Filipino people suffer from worsen‐
ing living conditions, unemployment 
and loss of livelihood, the Marcoses 
and the ruling classes indulge in 
wealth and privilege. Marcos uses 
public money to go on frequent trips 
abroad, flies on official helicopters 
for personal trips to avoid heavy 
traffic, hold parties and private 
concerts in the presidential palace, 
and pamper himself and his family 
with a resort-like residence in the 
Malacañang grounds.

The Marcos regime is brazenly 
using its political privilege to re‐
cover the billions of pesos of wealth 
illegally accumulated under the 14-
year Marcos dictatorship (1972-
1986) which were sequestered un‐
der previous regimes. Since Marcos 
assumed power in 2022, local 
courts have successively dismissed 
at least eight cases of corruption 
and stolen wealth against the Mar‐
cos family, which involve at least 
₱352 billion. These cases include 
the coco levy funds, which Marcos, 
Juan Ponce Enrile and Eduardo Co‐
juangco took away from farmers to 
acquire stocks, companies, banks 
and grant behest loans to cronies.

Marcos controls a targeted 
₱500 billion in public money under 
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the Maharlika Fund, ₱75 billion of 
which has already been transferred, 
which he is free to award to favored 
private businesses and government-
guaranteed infrastructure projects. 
In the Marcos 2025 budget, at least 
₱1.5 trillion is allocated to the con‐
struction or expansion of roads and 
bridges that are notorious for cor‐
ruption. Allocations for education, 
health and other public services 
were cut in favor of pork barrel, in 
the form of purported subsidies and 
aid money. Marcos allotted ₱4.5 
billion in confidential and intelli‐
gence funds for himself.

The worsening crisis of the rul‐
ing system continues to sharpen the 
political crisis under the Marcos 
regime. The shrinking pie of eco‐
nomic resources that can be shared 
by the ruling classes make the rul‐
ing bureaucrat capitalists even 
more insatiable and covetous of 
each other’s privilege and wealth. 
They compete against each other 
for government contracts to collect 
their share of bribe money. They 
use government power and privilege 
to serve their business cronies and 
political loyalists.

The conflict between the Mar‐
coses and Dutertes, representing 
the two main factions of the current 
ruling clique vying for economic 
privilege and political power, has 
sharpened with the approach of the 
2025 midterm elections, which are 
seen as crucial preparations for the 
2028 presidential elections. The 
Marcos-dominated House of Repre‐
sentatives has indicted Duterte for 
crimes against humanity, charges 
similar to those filed by victims of 
extrajudicial killings before the In‐
ternational Criminal Court (ICC). 
Also, at least three impeachment 
complaints were filed against 
Duterte daughter, Sara, vice presi‐
dent and former education secre‐
tary, over anomalous use of more 
than ₱500 million “confidential 
funds” among many other issues. 
Unsure of the full loyalty of the 
armed forces and the extent of the 
Dutertes remaining influence in the 

military, Marcos is stalling the im‐
peachment of Sara Duterte, and the 
ICC’s move to arrest and prosecute 
Rodrigo Duterte.

The puppet Marcos regime con‐
tinues to display outright sub‐
servience to his US imperialist 
masters. It allows the US to 
strengthen its military foothold in 
the Philippines, serving the pur‐
poses of projecting and expanding 
US military power in the Asia-Pa‐
cific region. Together with US de‐
fense and military officials, the 
Marcos regime signed the Bilateral 
Security Guidelines and the Secu‐
rity Sector Assistance Roadmap, 
which further binds the Philippines 
to US geopolitical military interests. 
It also signed a declaration with the 
US and Japan for forging a trilat‐
eral alliance that clearly serves the 
Pentagon’s “Indo-Pacific Strategy.”

Under Marcos, the number of 
US military bases and facilities in‐
creased from four to around 20, in‐
cluding those officially 
acknowledged under the Enhanced 
Defense Cooperation Agreement 
(EDCA), as well as sites kept from 
the public. The US scheme is to use 
the country as springboard for 
launching military and naval opera‐
tions in the region aimed against 
China and the DPRK. It also main‐
tains large contingents of military 
forces in Japan, South Korea, and 
Australia, while at least three car‐
rier strike groups constantly sweep 
the seas around China. The US con‐
ducts almost daily war exercises in 
the country. The Balikatan exer‐
cises last April was the largest in 
history involving more than 11,000 
American soldiers.

The US military maintains its 
command center in Palawan, as well 
as in the main headquarters of the 
Armed Forces of the Philippines 
(AFP), to lead and coordinate the 
naval and coast guard operations of 
Philippine and US forces including 
“supply missions” at the Ayungin 
Shoal, “freedom of navigation” and 
other operations around the South 
China Sea with the aim of project‐

ing US military power. These opera‐
tions provoke and heighten tensions 
with China, and are carried out 
along with a campaign to whip up 
Sinophobia among Filipinos. China 
has responded to these with in‐
creasingly aggressive naval and 
maritime operations that impinge 
on Philippine exclusive economic 
rights in the West Philippine Sea, 
make peaceful dialogue and resolu‐
tion of maritime disputes between 
the Philippines and China more dif‐
ficult.

Directed by the US, the Marcos 
regime continues to carry out the 
“modernization” of the AFP to turn 
it into an “interoperable” auxiliary 
force of the US. Under the US “for‐
eign military financing” (FMF), sec‐
ond-hand war matériel are 
“transferred” to the Philippine mili‐
tary. Under its FMF, the US com‐
mitted $500 million to the 
Philippines in 2024, and has pro‐
posed a $2.5 billion package for 
2025-2029.

With US military and financial 
support, the Marcos regime has 
heightened political repression and 
its war of suppression, targeting the 
Filipino people and their organized 
patriotic and democratic forces. At 
the same time, it is waging an all-
out disinformation campaign and 
psychological warfare, with re‐
peated declarations that provinces 
around the country are “insur‐
gency-free,” a veil obscuring wan‐
ton violations of human rights and 
international humanitarian law.

The AFP has repeatedly de‐
clared plans of shifting from “inter‐
nal defense” to “external defense” 
and of adopting the “integrated 
territorial defense system,” which 
involves expanding and strengthen‐
ing its paramilitary units (CAFGU). 
These public declarations also serve 
to assure Marcos’ imperialist mas‐
ter that his government is ready to 
commit more military forces to aug‐
ment US military forces in its oper‐
ations in the South China Sea in the 
event of heightened inter-imperial‐
ist armed conflict or open war.
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Obsessed with crushing the 
people’s armed and non-armed re‐
sistance to eliminate all challenges 
to his bureaucrat capitalist, fascist 
and puppet regime, Marcos has em‐
ployed the most brutal and ruthless 
methods of suppression against the 
people. He has ordered the AFP to 
impose martial law in thousands of 
villages and communities in the 
countryside, reviving the bloody 
tactics of fascist suppression during 
the detested dictatorial rule of his 
tyrant father.

In the guise of “community 
support programs,” the AFP has de‐
ployed teams of combat soldiers to 
build their barracks and detach‐
ments inside communities within 
the proximity of civilian homes, in 
violation of international humani‐
tarian law. They impose their power 
and terrorize people. Communities 
are held under garrison- or hamlet-
like control. The fascists restrict 
the people’s rights to free move‐
ment or travel through checkpoints 
and logbooks, food and commercial 
blockades, curfews and all sorts of 
arbitrary policies. These also in‐
clude prohibiting peasants from 
tending their farms at certain 
hours, which disrupt their liveli‐
hood. These soldiers act as judge, 
jury and executioner, in tagging 
civilians as “supporters” or “rebels” 
and compelling them to have their 
names “cleared” or for them to 
“surrender” to the military, outside 
legal processes specified under its 
own laws, accompanied by threats 
of extrajudicial killing and torture.

These fascists are utterly de‐
tested by the people. They promote 
the use of illicit drugs, pornogra‐
phy, prostitution and other antiso‐
cial vices among the youth in an 
attempt to kill their aspirations for 
social justice. They disturb the 
peace in the community with their 
nightly drinking sessions and indis‐
criminate firing of their weapons by 
drunk soldiers. These soldiers are 
involved in growing number of cases 
of sexual harassment, molestation 
and rape against women.

The number of massacres, ex‐

trajudicial killings, torture, abduc‐
tions, illegal arrests and other 
crimes perpetrated by soldiers con‐
tinues to rise. To justify these 
crimes, units of the AFP issue false 
statements claiming that their vic‐
tims are Red fighters who were 
killed in an encounter, even if these 
are outrightly disputed by local res‐
idents. There are cases of killing of 
elderly people, entire families, 
pregnant women and children. Po‐
litical repression, violations of hu‐
man rights and crimes against 
humanitarian law are worst in ar‐
eas where the military is being used 
to drive people away from their 
lands or suppress their resistance 
to the entry of big mining and plan‐
tation companies, energy and eco‐
tourism projects, and others.

Similar tactics of political re‐
pression are employed by military 
and police forces to suppress the 
people’s struggles in the cities. 
They deploy teams of armed sol‐
diers and agents to urban poor 
communities to subject the people 
to surveillance, harassment, “sur‐
render” and “conversion” opera‐
tions, arrests, abductions and 
killings. In collusion with capital‐
ists, military agents identify union 
leaders and organizers and “visit” 
them in their homes to intimidate 
them and their families with the aim 
of forcing them to stop their orga‐
nizing activities. Military forces and 
intelligence agents also target stu‐
dents, women, church people, 
health workers and other sectors. 
On the pretext of “countering vio‐
lent extremism,” the AFP, along 
with the National Task Force (NTF)-
Elcac and other reactionary state 
agencies, have waged a campaign of 
anti-communist witchhunting in vi‐
olation of the rights of people to or‐
ganize and voice their grievances.

In the face of worsening forms 
of oppression and exploitation and 
fascist attacks, the Filipino people 
are unfazed. The broad masses of 
the people are determined to fight 
for their rights, urgent demands 
and long-term aspirations. They 
continue to get organized and carry 

out militant struggle.
Militant protest actions were 

carried out by jeepney drivers and 
operators against the Marcos 
regime’s plan to phaseout jeeps, 
that would take away the source of 
livelihood of tens of thousands of 
people. We can observe a conspicu‐
ous rise in workers activity as they 
form unions and raise their de‐
mands for wage increases. A num‐
ber of local peasant struggles 
continue to be carried out against 
attempts by big landlords and big 
bourgeois compradors to grab their 
land. Mass organizations have 
raised their voices demanding lower 
prices of rice, fuel, electricity and 
others. Filipino migrant workers, 
from Europe to Middle East, from 
seafarers to domestic helpers, are 
actively strengthening their organi‐
zations and militantly advancing 
their demands.

There were protest actions 
against the US war exercises in the 
Philippines, against US military 
bases, and military intervention in 
the South China Sea. Protests were 
also staged in solidarity with the 
Palestinian people against the US-
Israeli genocide in Gaza.

The demand for compensation 
over the state’s failure to guarantee 
the people’s safety have been raised 
by victims of recent calamities. 
They denounce the policy promoting 
mining and other environmentally 
destructive activities.

The call for the release of politi‐
cal prisoners, the surfacing of vic‐
tims of enforced disappearances, 
and justice for all victims of human 
rights continues to grow 
strong.There is also the rising de‐
manding for the Marcos regime to 
cooperate with the International 
Criminal Court to carry out the ar‐
rest and prosecution of Rodrigo 
Duterte for crimes against human‐
ity. There are also calls for the im‐
peachment of Sara Duterte as vice 
president, even as they denounce 
the Marcos regime for corruption.

Even as they carry out protest 
actions against the Marcos regime’s 
puppetry, corruption, fascism and 
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III. The rectification movement is firmly taking root,
but much work remains to be done

The Communist Party of the Philippines, is the advanced detachment of 
the Filipino proletariat. It applies the universal theory of Marxism-

Leninism-Maoism, the working class ideology, on the concrete conditions of 
Philippines society, dominated by US imperialism, and under the class rule of 
the big bourgeois compradors and big landlord class. The Party has put for‐
ward the program for a people’s democratic revolution as the solution to the 
chronic crisis of the semicolonial and semifeudal system, to unite the patri‐
otic and democratic classes of workers, peasants, the semiproletariat, the 
petty-bourgeoisie and national bourgeoisie.

The Party was established on 
December 26, 1968, and has since 
been at the forefront of the Filipino 
people in waging the national 
democratic revolution. It is a 
highly-disciplined organization that 
follows the principles of democratic 
centralism. It is composed of prole‐
tarian cadres and activists who are 
deeply and widely rooted among the 
masses. It leads the revolutionary 
organizations and mass struggles of 
workers, peasants and other demo‐
cratic classes and sectors. It leads 
the New People’s Army in waging 
protracted people’s war in accor‐
dance with the strategic line of en‐
circling the cities from the 
countryside. It established and 
leads the National Democratic 
Front as the most consolidated core 
of the united front.

The Party exercises criticism 
and self-criticism to ensure that its 
revolutionary practice keeps in line 

with Marxism-Leninism-Maoism 
and with its basic principles and 
policies. It is constantly engaged in 
a struggle against bourgeois and 
petty-bourgeois ideas, which assert 
its influence both externally and in‐
ternally. The Party must periodi‐
cally conduct rectification 
campaigns, either general or par‐
ticular, as a way of correcting er‐
rors in policy and practice.

Exactly a year ago, the Central 
Committee called on the entire 
membership of the Party to carry 
out a rectification movement, in or‐
der to sharply identify, criticize and 
repudiate all types of petty-bour‐
geois subjectivism, a malady which 
permeated the Party to various lev‐
els and degrees, and weakened it 
from within. Over the course of the 
past decade or so, advancing the 
revolutionary mass movement was 
hindered by Right opportunist ten‐
dencies of conservatism, tailism, le‐

galism, economism, reformism, and 
NGOism; while the revolutionary 
armed struggle was impaired by 
self-constriction leading to military 
conservatism and loss of guerrilla 
initiative.

We are happy to report that the 
internal campaign of study and self-
criticism is firmly taking root and is 
steadily gaining ground. But much 
more work remains to be done. We 
are still at the very early stages. 
Past errors, weaknesses and short‐
comings continue to assert their 
maleficent influence. The rectifica‐
tion movement must be further 
deepened to decisively pull out the 
subjectivist roots of our errors, 
weaknesses and shortcomings, to 
reinforce and strengthen the Party, 
decisively overcome the long-stand‐
ing problems of stagnation, and 
bring about a revolutionary resur‐
gence.

The rectification movement is a 
study movement that aims to raise 
the capability of the Party’s cadres 
and activists to wield scientific the‐
ory and the proletarian method of 
thinking as instruments to guide 
and raise the level of the practical 
revolutionary work. It is a reaffir‐
mation of Marxism-Leninism-Mao‐
ism, as well as of the Party’s basic 
principles, analyses and policies, 

anti-people policies, legal national 
democratic mass organizations, al‐
liances and political parties have 
put forward an 11-man senatorial 
slate, in addition to several party-
list groups running for congres‐
sional seats. They are actively pro‐
moting the national democratic 
program along with a program for 
urgent reforms, which seek to alle‐
viate the masses suffering from 
widespread unemployment and 
deep poverty. They are exposing 
and challenging the reactionary 
elections that are dominated by the 
dynastic ruling class parties. They 

are actively taking part in the elec‐
tions to rouse even greater num‐
bers of people, to enjoin them to 
vote for their candidates, and more 
importantly to build new chapters 
and recruit new members, for even 
greater mass struggles ahead.

Persevering efforts to arouse, 
organize and mobilize the people 
are bound to result in the steady 
forward march of the democratic 
mass movement in the coming year. 
The people are determined to build, 
strengthen and expand their unions 
and all types of mass organizations 
in order that they could more effec‐

tively fight for their economic and 
political interests, and advance the 
cause of national democracy.

The deepening class contradic‐
tions and intensifying economic and 
political crisis of the ruling system 
are generating conditions favorable 
to further expand and strengthen 
the Communist Party of the Philip‐
pines. It is up to the Party’s cadres 
and members to exert the utmost 
effort to strike ever deeper and 
wider roots among the masses, in 
order to rouse and lead them onto 
the path of the people’s democratic 
revolution.
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and program for waging a national 
democratic revolution with a social‐
ist perspective.

The current rectification move‐
ment primarily aims to correct and 
overcome the weaknesses, short‐
comings and errors resulting from 
empiricism. Empiricism is a form of 
subjectivism that arises from the 
lack of rigorous study and applica‐
tion of theory to guide, sum-up and 
raise the level of practice. We seek 
to address the long standing prob‐
lems of stagnation in the different 
fields of revolutionary work over 
the course of close to past two 
decades, and reversals and losses 
since 2017-2018. This is being done 
through summing-up of experi‐
ences, criticism and self-criticism, 
in line with the Party’s basic princi‐
ples, policies and programs, and 
through a campaign of social inves‐
tigation and class analysis at differ‐
ent levels of Party work.

The rectification movement is 
being carried out in the face of the 
enemy’s relentless and brutal cam‐
paign of suppression, both in the 
cities and countryside. By overcom‐
ing errors, weaknesses and short‐
comings of the past years, we are 
determined to frustrate the enemy’s 
all-out war, recover from our 
losses, gain new victories and ad‐
vance the Filipino people’s revolu‐
tionary resistance.

The initiation of the rectifica‐
tion movement last year was wel‐
comed by all leading committees of 
the Party. It has roused and in‐
spired the Party’s cadres and ac‐
tivists, as well as the revolutionary 
masses. It imbued the Party’s lead‐
ers and members with the spirit of 
self-criticism. They are determined 
to rectify and overcome their er‐
rors, weaknesses and shortcomings, 
in order to strengthen the Party 
and help rouse the people to fight 
more militantly, wage revolution 
and frustrate the enemy’s brutal 
war of suppression.

The rectification movement 
seeks to strengthen the ideological 
and political mettle of our cadres. 

Due to lack of constant ideological 
study and reaffirmation of commit‐
ment to the proletarian cause, and 
in the face of the enemy’s brutal 
war of suppression and incessant 
attacks, some cadres are bound to 
be paralyzed by mortal fear or by 
their overwhelming desire for com‐
fort. But the overwhelming majority 
of our cadres, motivated by the 
revolutionary cause that is much 
greater than themselves, are deter‐
mined to make the necessary sacri‐
fices to ensure their security and 
the success of the Party and its rec‐
tification movement.

In line with the call of the Cen‐
tral Committee, Party committees 
and revolutionary mass organiza‐
tions initiated plans to carry out 
study campaigns throughout the 
year. These have been imple‐
mented to various degrees of suc‐
cess. Some have adjusted their 
methods in accordance with objec‐
tive conditions (including stag‐
gered discussions and smaller 
groups to adapt to highly mobile 
guerrilla maneuvers, short night 
classes to adapt to the busy work‐
day of the peasant masses, one-
on-one discussions with new re‐
cruits, and so on). Some have 
taken the initiative to establish a 
formal structure of study under 
the Jose Maria Sison School where 
students enrol in formal and regu‐
lar classes. Marxist-Leninist-
Maoist books and articles are be‐
ing made available in both paper 
and digital form. Others, however, 
have not been as militant and cre‐
ative resulting in lower levels of 
success.

Our Party has recently pro‐
duced articles studying some im‐
portant questions including the 
current imperialist crisis and 
threats of war, the current wage 
struggle, the “BPO industry” and 
the phenomenon of the “gig work‐
ers,” and outstanding questions of 
tactics in waging guerrilla warfare 
to overcome the enemy’s ruthless 
war of suppression and gradual 
constriction. There is need need to 

come up with even more theoretical 
studies and articles on important 
issues which the Party face day to 
day.

Regional Party committees and 
other leading committees, including 
those overseas, are working hard to 
complete or review their summing-
up documents in line with the recti‐
fication movement. Some commit‐
tees have already completed their 
summing-up papers, even before 
the rectification movement. Some 
are in the process of revisiting these 
summing-up papers in light of the 
rectification movement, in order to 
pinpoint particular manifestations 
of petty-bourgeois subjectivism in 
their own ideological, political and 
organizational work, as basis for 
self-criticism. Majority of our lead‐
ing committees, however, are still at 
various stages of completion. Some 
committees face problems of miss‐
ing documents or non-documenta‐
tion of the work of their committee 
in previous years, making it difficult 
for the current leaders, especially 
the younger cadres, to complete a 
chronicle of their work.

Since the start of the year, 
Party committees, cadres and ac‐
tivists initiated SICA (social investi‐
gation and class analysis) 
campaigns in line with the program 
and instructions set by the Central 
Committee. The campaign seeks to 
correct past weaknesses of failing 
to come up with tactics for organiz‐
ing and mobilizing the people in ac‐
cordance with changed conditions, 
resulting in mechanical work and 
muddling through “mass work” in 
the past. This campaign has in‐
volved training, re-training or up‐
grading of knowledge of cadres and 
activists in the scientific method of 
investigation of collecting and col‐
lating information from the masses 
and other sources. Initial efforts 
have resulted in significant progress 
in drawing up a strategy and pro‐
gram for mass work, and in issuing 
timely calls to organize and mobilize 
the masses. However, majority of 
our committees are still at the ini‐
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tial stages.
Amid the severe economic cri‐

sis, the broad masses of the people 
are ever receptive to national 
democratic propaganda and orga‐
nizing. They are ever determined to 
oppose the corruption, oppression 
and burdensome policies of the US-
Marcos fascist regime, and fight for 
their social, economic and political 
interests, especially in the face of 
worsening bureaucrat capitalism 
and fascism. To effectively fight, 
their mass organizations must be 
established, expanded and 
strengthened.

Party cadres and activists are 
being mobilized to undertake com‐
prehensive mass work to arouse the 
masses, build their organizations of 
various types, and mobilize them in 
an all-round way. Mass work teams 
or propaganda and organizing 
teams are being dispatched to fac‐
tories, urban poor communities, 
campuses, as well as to rural com‐
munities. However, many remain 
hobbled by inertia, old practices of 
sweeping, office-based and activity-
driven work, lack of full-time revo‐
lutionary organizers, lack of social 
investigation, inability to downlink 
the burning issues of the day with 
the concrete local problems, failure 
to uplink local problems to general 
mass campaigns, and other short‐
comings. We also observe “Left” 
sectarian problems of mobilizing 
only the relatively active elements 
of the masses, and failing to galva‐
nize the middle elements to win 
over the relatively backward. There 
are committed efforts by Party 
committees and cadres to overcome 
and resolve these problems by going 
back to basic principles of mass line 
and leadership.

There are steady efforts to re‐
build the underground revolution‐
ary organizations allied with the 
National Democratic Front of the 
Philippines, such as those among 
the youth, workers, peasants, 
women, teachers, health workers, 
and others. This comes from the al‐
most complete neglect of building 

the underground revolutionary 
movement arising from the error of 
legalism and reformism. There are 
plans and target for recruitment, 
building new chapters, promoting 
and supporting the revolutionary 
armed struggle in the countryside. 
Efforts are being exerted to reinvig‐
orate enlistment campaigns for Red 
fighters and political officers for 
the New People’s Army. However, a 
lot more has to be done in order to 
respond to the urgent need for 
more recruits, especially from 
among young workers and intellec‐
tuals.

In launching the rectification 
movement last year, the Party lead‐
ership took notice of the particular 
problem of self-constriction of NPA 
units, which resulted in a reduction 
of the mass base to a few reliable 
areas. Extended periods of moun‐
tain-basing of company and platoon 
formations, limiting areas of opera‐
tion in “favorite barrios” and other 
similar manifestations of self-con‐
striction resulted in a loss of initia‐
tive, civilianization and military 
conservatism. When the enemy 
launched its strategic offensives in 
2017-18, not a few units of the NPA 
became detached from the political 
support of the masses and were 
forced into a purely military situa‐
tion, while the peasant mass base 
was subjected by the enemy to 
gross brutalities. Due to these er‐
rors and shortcomings, the NPA 
suffered grave losses and reversals 
in some regions and guerrilla 
fronts.

In some guerrilla fronts, NPA 
platoons and squads were able to 
quickly reorganize and redeploy in 
line with the rectification movement 
and along the principle of extensive 
and intensive guerrilla warfare on 
an ever widening and deepening 
mass base. Platoons of the NPA are 
creatively and wisely exercising 
flexibility in dispersal, concentra‐
tion and shifting and are re-mas‐
tering quick movements to move at 
lightning speed. The Party’s rectifi‐
cation movement has inspired the 

Red fighters of the New People’s 
Army to persevere along the ardu‐
ous path of the protracted people’s 
war to rebuild and expand the mass 
base, defend the people against 
state terrorism, preserve and 
strengthen the NPA, and frustrate 
the enemy’s strategic offensives.

The Party continues to build in‐
ternational relations on the basis of 
anti-imperialism and proletarian in‐
ternationalism. The Party has made 
important contributions to the 
three theoretical conferences orga‐
nized by the National Democratic 
Front of the Philippines (NDFP). 
Since October 2023, these confer‐
ences have tackled the questions of 
imperialism and wars, the global 
imperialist economic crisis, and the 
struggle for national liberation from 
imperialism. These conferences 
serve as fora for building closer re‐
lations and understanding between 
revolutionary communist and work‐
ers parties and groups.

Through the Party’s initiative, 
activities in proletarian solidarity 
relationships have increased in the 
past year. There have been more bi‐
lateral exchanges and joint study 
sessions between the Party and 
other proletarian parties and 
groups. We have participated in 
congresses of other parties and 
made contributions to different 
fora.

The international representa‐
tives of the Party and the NDFP 
continue to actively promote the 
Philippine revolution, forge solidar‐
ity with anti-imperialist parties, and 
develop protodiplomatic relations 
with governments on the basis of 
common aspirations for national 
and social liberation.

Leading committees of the Party 
at all levels are being infused with 
new blood through the active pro‐
motion of younger cadres based on 
their meritorious record and perfor‐
mance of duties. By combining the 
young with the old-timers, we en‐
sure that the Party’s leadership is 
capable, energetic and vibrant, and 
can perform the arduous tasks of 



December 26, 2024     ANG BAYAN12

the proletarian vanguard for a long 
time to come. The rise of young 
cadres to positions of leadership at 
different levels underscore the ur‐
gency of summing-up experiences in 
order to transfer the skills and ac‐
cumulated knowledge to incoming 
generation of Party leaders.

Territorial committees are be‐
ing established to build and develop 
the mass movement outside the 
scope and reach of the people’s 
army. Doing so ensures that the 
Party is capable of arousing, orga‐
nizing and mobilizing workers, 
peasants, semiproletariat, stu‐
dents, and other sectors outside or 
on the outskirts of guerrilla fronts, 
and is not constrained by the scope 
or area of operation of the NPA’s 
guerrilla units. These committees 
work closely with guerrilla front 
committees to ensure the steady 
political, material and organiza‐
tional support for the people’s army 
and the antifeudal and antifascist 
struggles of the peasant masses.

With the rectification move‐
ment, Party committees are now 
more conscientious in guarding 
against liberalism, ultra-democracy 
and bureaucratism. These weak‐
nesses have undermined democratic 
centralism, and the capability of the 
Party to march as one body.

In some parts of the Party and 

revolutionary movement, we have 
seen violations of various organiza‐
tional policies and Party discipline, 
some of which were allowed to go 
unchecked for long periods, eroding 
unity, endangering the security of 
cadres, and undermining the 
Party’s prestige. To rectify this sit‐
uation, we have reissued and clari‐
fied our policies. These violations 
have been decisively criticized, an‐
alyzed and repudiated in some 
parts.

We continue to strengthen our 
system of reporting to correct the 
situation where Party centers were 
not kept abreast of the situation 
and progress of revolutionary work 
of lower committees. Our leading 
organs are now relatively better in‐
formed of developments on the 
ground, enabling them to issue 
timely policies, guidelines, advi‐
sories and plans. However, some 
lower committees have yet to im‐
prove their practice and have failed 
to submit regular reports.

Liberalism and ultra-democracy 
are diseases that weaken Party dis‐
cipline. Despite the rectification 
movement, these continue to afflict 
some parts of the Party in different 
forms, including turfism, small-
group mentality, endless debates 
and unresolved bickerings. On the 
other hand, we also continue to 

face problems of bureaucratism, 
where Party cadres in leading posi‐
tions fail to give painstaking atten‐
tion to the conditions facing 
collectives and members in the 
lower committees, to help them re‐
solve problems and advance.

Petty-bourgeois liberalism con‐
tinues to erode the militance and 
dedication of some cadres. Some 
cadres remain distracted by too 
much individual concerns and could 
not give full attention to revolution‐
ary work. Many remain afflicted 
with an employee mentality, are 
tied down to their offices and 
homes, and could not devote full-
time to organizing work among the 
masses. Some leading cadres have 
yet to step outside their comfort 
zones.

While much work remains to be 
done, the Party remains ever 
resolute in its commitment to 
comprehensively carry forward the 
rectification movement. Through 
the tireless efforts of all our 
proletarian cadres and 
revolutionary activists, we can 
declare with certainty that the 
roots of the rectification movement 
will continue to deepen and expand. 
It will allow the Party to grow 
sturdier and stronger as it leads the 
people with unwavering 
revolutionary spirit.
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IV. Fulfill the tasks of the rectification
movement and advance the revolution!

The objective conditions are ever favorable for 
advancing the people’s democratic revolution 

amid the continuing global capitalist crisis and 
sharp deterioration of semicolonial and semifeudal 
conditions in the country. It is up to the subjective 
forces to take full advantage of the situation to ad‐
vance the people’s cause for national and social lib‐
eration.

The current situation urgently entails exerting utmost 
efforts to increase the ideological, political and organiza‐
tional strength of the Party and all revolutionary forces. 
We must heighten our determination and comprehensively 
raise our capability to shoulder the tasks of arousing, or‐
ganizing and mobilizing the broad masses along the path 
of the people’s democratic revolution and its socialist fu‐
ture.

Deepen and broaden the rectification movement! Further strengthen the Party!

The rectification movement, launched last year by the Central Committee, 
is an internal movement of study and self-criticism that aims to rectify 

errors and overcome weaknesses and shortcomings. These have arisen prin‐
cipally from petty-bourgeois subjectivism, mainly in the form of empiricism, in 
the Party’s ideological, political and organizational work.

The rectification movement 
must be deepened and broadened. 
We saw during the past year that it 
is not enough to proclaim the recti‐
fication movement and declare sup‐
port for it. All Party committees, 
from the center to all branches, 
must carry out self-criticism and 
rectification of past errors, fully 
imbibe Marxism-Leninism-Maoism 
to revolutionize their thinking and 
methods of work, and move forward 
with full ardor. We will measure the 
success of the rectification move‐
ment with concrete numbers indi‐
cating both quantitative increase 
and qualitative growth of the Party, 
the revolutionary armed struggle, 
the revolutionary mass movement 
and the organized mass base.

We reaffirm the 8-point compo‐
nents of the rectification movement 
as we outlined in the statement last 
year. These component are, namely: 
a Marxist-Leninist-Maoist study 
campaign, a campaign to reaffirm 
the Party’s constitution and pro‐
gram, a campaign to study the doc‐
uments of the First and Second 
Great Rectification Movement, a 
summing-up campaign, a SICA (so‐
cial investigation and class analy‐
sis) campaign, a campaign of 
criticism and self-criticism at all 
levels, a campaign of evaluation 

and promotion of cadres, and a 
continuing campaign to ensure im‐
plementation of the Party’s three-
level education course.

In deepening the rectification 
movement, we must implement our 
study campaigns plans in a sus‐
tained and vigorous manner, make 
timely assessments to ensure that 
problems are quickly resolved. Let 
us develop a militant style of com‐
bining theoretical study with prac‐
tice, like having petty-bourgeois 
intellectuals partner with workers 
in studying wages or Marxist politi‐
cal economy.

All cadres of the Party must 
study Marxism-Leninism-Maoism 
even more assiduously. We will re‐
publish and circulate the text of the 
Philippine Selections of key articles 
by Mao Zedong to serve as reading 
and study requirement for all Party 
cadres. Cadres must pay even 
greater attention to theoretical 
study which become even more cru‐
cial as they shoulder bigger tasks in 
practical revolutionary work.

We must more sharply discern, 
differentiate and criticize pseudo-
socialism, anarchism, gender radi‐
calism, and other types of petty-
bourgeois revolutionism which have 
permeated parts of the Party. These 
cause confusion and weaken one’s 

revolutionary handle on outstand‐
ing questions. We must expose 
these bourgeois and petty-bour‐
geois reformist trends among the 
workers, peasants, intellectuals, 
and other sectors and movements, 
who try to draw the masses of the 
Filipino people away from the path 
of revolutionary struggle, especially 
armed struggle.

The Central Committee’s sum‐
ming-up of major events and deci‐
sions of the previous period must be 
decisively completed, to serve as 
overall guide in the work of sum‐
ming-up of all committees. At the 
same time, previously written sum‐
ming-up documents by leading com‐
mittees (those covering the period 
around 2010 onwards) must be re‐
viewed from the lens of the current 
rectification movement.

In addition to completing the 
chronicle of past events and deci‐
sions, and identifying our strengths 
and weaknesses, we must also pin‐
point the petty-bourgeois class na‐
ture of our errors and short ‐
comings, so that we can strengthen 
proletarian leadership of the differ‐
ent fields of revolutionary work. 
There must be clear criticism and 
self-criticism by our cadres and 
committees. Summing-up docu‐
ments should be immediately stud‐
ied by members within the territory 
or line of work.

In broadening the rectification 
movement, we seek to ensure that it 
covers all parts of the Party and all 
aspects of revolutionary work. The 
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eight components of the rectifica‐
tion movement must be comprehen‐
sively implemented. Efforts must be 
sustained. We must guard against 
slacking, overcome inertia and re‐
sist regressing to previous prac‐
tices.

Let us continually revolutionize 
the Party through proletarian class 
remoulding of our cadres’ methods 
of work and leadership, as well as 
lifestyle. We can do so by making 
sure that our cadres and commit‐
tees are closely linked to the 
masses at all times. We call on all 
Party cadres and activists to break 
out of their “comfort zones” and 
dedicate themselves fully to fulfill‐
ing the revolutionary tasks as‐
signed to them. We must decisively 
criticize and repudiate violations 
of the Party’s policies and ensure 

that discipline is kept constantly 
high.

The Party must continue to put 
forward its critical analysis of the 
outstanding national and interna‐
tional issues and events to help 
raise the people’s awareness and 
political consciousness. We must 
continue to regularly publish and 
distribute printed copies of Ang 
Bayan and make sure that it is 
widely disseminated among mem‐
bers of all Party branches, as well 
as members of the revolutionary 
mass organizations.

We must continue to increase 
the Party’s membership following 
the principle of boldly expanding 
without letting a single undesirable 
in. We must strengthen democratic 
centralism and the committee sys‐
tem, ensuring regular meetings and 

collective decision-making. All com‐
mittees must establish regular com‐
munication lines with their higher 
committee and submit regular and 
timely reports.

We must raise the capability of 
Party sections and branches to 
carry out revolutionary work within 
the scope of their responsibility and 
leadership. Territorial committees 
of the Party from the district up, 
both in and outside the guerrilla 
fronts, must dutifully guide and 
train local Party cadres in the per‐
formance of their work.

We must sustain efforts at 
timely evaluation and promotion of 
Party cadres to positions of respon‐
sibility and leadership. This must be 
accomplished during regular con‐
ferences, or by executive commit‐
tees, between conferences.

Strike deeper and wider roots among the masses and firmly lead their struggle 
against the puppet, bureaucrat capitalist, and fascist Marcos regime!

The US-Marcos regime is the most concentrated expression of the basic 
problems of imperialism, feudalism and bureaucrat capitalism. We are 

seeing under Marcos unprecedented scale of corruption, fascism, and sub‐
servience to US imperialist. In the face of worsening forms of oppression and 
exploitation, the Filipino people are ever determined to rise and resist, and 
wage major antifascist, anti-imperialist and antifeudal mass struggles and 
campaigns in the coming years.

They are determined to fight 
their utmost to shatter the reign of 
fascist terror in the countryside, 
demand an end to martial law rule 
in rural communities, and resist the 
Marcos policy of political repression 
and state violence. The struggle 
against martial law in the country‐
sides must be waged both in the vil‐
lages and cities. A campaign to 
expose fascist terrorism in the 
countryside and support the peas‐
ant masses’ resistance must be 
waged determinedly in the cities 
and overseas. Conditions favor the 
rise of a broad anti-fascist united 
front among the various democratic 
sectors.

Deteriorating socioeconomic 
conditions push the people to rise in 
protest against relentless increases 
in the price of food, fuel and other 

basic commodities, as well as 
against bureaucrat capitalist cor‐
ruption under the Marcos regime. 
Workers are pressed to more force‐
fully struggle for wage increases to 
provide their families with decent 
living standards, better working 
conditions and an end to labor con‐
tractualization and other exploita‐
tive schemes of flexible 
employment. Their clamor for a 
₱1,200 national minimum wage 
must be amplified, to rouse workers 
to build their unions, and wage col‐
lective struggles in their factories 
and communities.

The peasant masses are pushed 
to intensify their struggle against 
further import liberalization of rice 
and other agricultural commodities. 
At the same time, they are com‐
pelled to fight vigorously the entry 

of mining, plantations and other 
land grabbing and environmentally 
destructive operations (especially 
amid push to give foreign capitalists 
the right to lease land up to 99 
years), and fight against the milita‐
rization of their communities. Cli‐
mate disasters compel the Filipino 
masses to demand economic com‐
pensation over the loss of their 
property and livelihood. The peas‐
ant masses must strengthen their 
organizations and associations and 
courageously rise to defend their 
lives and livelihood.

The Filipino people are faced 
with the need to intensify their 
campaign against US military bases 
and US military intervention, and to 
fight the subservience of the Marcos 
regime to US imperialism, which 
puts the country at increasing risk 
of getting entangled in an inter-im‐
perialist war. We must launch a 
sustained campaign to expose the 
schemes of the US to impose its mil‐
itary might in the Philippines, and 
how this are linked to rising inter-
imperialist conflicts, and to US 
schemes to establish its hegemony 
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in different parts of the world. We 
must rouse the Filipino people’s pa‐
triotism and link their struggles 
with the anti-imperialist struggles 
of peoples around the world.

It is the duty of the Party to 
lead the broad masses of the Fil‐
ipino people in their economic and 
political struggles by striking 
deeper and wider roots among the 
masses. To do so, we must raise the 
Party’s capability to arouse, orga‐
nize and mobilize the broad masses 
in their numbers. We must to 
heighten their social and political 
consciousness by linking the burn‐
ing issues of the day with their local 
problems, and raising their local is‐
sues and struggles to an under‐
standing of the fundamental 
problems of the Filipino people and 
the need to wage collective strug‐
gle.

We must provide the conditions 
for the masses to participate 
democratically in discussions and 
decision-making, in order to rouse 
them to take action. We must 
earnestly combine sweeping propa‐
ganda and organizing, with solid 

and persevering mass work. We 
must overcome past shortcomings 
of one-sided sweeping, activity-
driven, issue-centered and office-
based work. We must produce more 
and more full-time mass work 
cadres, who will combine with an 
even bigger number of activists in 
propaganda and organizing teams. 
Social investigation and class anal‐
ysis must be conducted with the 
clear aim of forging a plan for or‐
ganizing and mobilizing the masses 
on the basis of their urgent social 
and economic demands.

Build and strengthen the vari‐
ous types of national democratic 
mass organizations to consolidate 
the relatively active or advanced el‐
ements among the masses. These 
must be combined with building 
even broader issue-based networks 
or loose-type organizations in order 
to reach and activate the middle el‐
ements, who in turn can help win 
over the relatively backward ele‐
ments. Creative organizing tactics 
must also be adopted in order to 
evade and defeat the reactionaries’ 
surveillance and repressive policies.

We must conscientiously build 
or rebuild the underground move‐
ment and the revolutionary mass 
organizations both in the cities and 
countryside. The mass organiza‐
tions allied with the National Demo‐
cratic Front of the Philippines 
(NDFP) consolidates the most ad‐
vanced section of the masses. They 
are the ready pool of Party recruits. 
The underground movement must 
be expanded in order to help con‐
ceal and secure the leading Party 
cadres and organizers. At the same 
time, it must carry out widespread 
revolutionary propaganda to broad‐
cast the call for people’s war to 
rouse the people to support and join 
the New People’s Army.

The New People’s Army must 
effectively deploy its squads and 
teams to conduct mass work to en‐
sure the steady expansion of its 
mass base. To deepen its ties with 
the masses, mass work units of the 
NPA must be able to render eco‐
nomic, health and education ser‐
vices to the peasant masses, while 
guiding them in waging anti-feudal 
struggles.

Persevere in advancing the people’s democratic revolution!

The Filipino people must realize that the only way out of the crisis of the 
semicolonial and semifeudal system is by waging a people’s democratic 

revolution, to overthrow US imperialism and the class domination of big bour‐
geois compradors and big landlords, through their bureaucrat capitalist and 
fascist state.

The Party, the vanguard of the 
Filipino proletariat, reaffirms its 
commitment to lead the Filipino 
people in carrying forward the peo‐
ple’s democratic revolution by wag‐
ing protracted people’s war along 
the strategic line of encircling the 
cities from the countryside. To ad‐
vance the revolution, we must con‐
tinue to strengthen the Party, the 
New People’s Army and the National 
Democratic Front.

While leading the economic and 
political mass struggles against the 
US-Marcos regime, we must wage 
revolutionary armed struggle, as 
the principal form of struggle.

Through rectification of past 
errors, weaknesses and shortcom‐
ings, we aim to strengthen the New 
People’s Army, recover from losses, 
and frustrate the enemy’s strategic 
offensive. All Party cadres and Red 
commanders and fighters of the 
NPA must have a clear grasp of the 
dialectics of the protracted people’s 
war, and how it develops through 
the probable stages of strategic de‐
fensive, strategic stalemate and 
strategic offensive.

By waging guerrilla warfare 
over a protracted period, the New 
People’s Army can grow from small 
and weak to big and strong, by de‐

feating the enemy’s superior force 
part by part. Errors and shortcom‐
ings such as premature regulariza‐
tion and military adventurism, and 
self-constriction and military con‐
servatism, however, can force back 
the NPA to previous levels. All 
throughout the period of strategic 
defensive, the NPA must wage ex‐
tensive and intensive guerrilla war‐
fare on an ever widening and 
deepening mass base.

With a clear grasp of the current 
balance of forces and the level of the 
people’s war, units of the NPA have 
been reorganized and redeployed to 
more effectively undertake mass 
work to recover and expand the mass 
base and wage guerrilla warfare 
against the enemy. Red fighters of 
the NPA must continue to master 
guerrilla tactics of concentration, 
dispersal and shifting to defeat the 
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enemy’s strategy of gradual con‐
striction and focused and sustained 
military operations.

All guerrilla platoons and 
squads of the NPA, along with the 
militia units and the self-defense 
corps of mass organizations, must 
take the initiative to mount tactical 
offensives, selecting targets that it 
can defeat. At every opportunity, 
they must strike at the numerous 
weak points of the enemy. There is 
no dearth of weapons to use, from 
high-powered rifles or improvised 
guns, bombs, hand-grenades, molo‐
tovs, arrows, spears, traps, or 

slingshots. They must aim to take 
away the enemy’s weapons to arm 
new Red fighters of the NPA.

In mounting big or small tacti‐
cal offensives based on their capa‐
bility, every NPA guerrilla unit 
makes an invaluable contribution to 
the Filipino people’s struggle 
against the Marcos puppet and fas‐
cist regime. It emboldens the Fil‐
ipino people as they wage all forms 
of resistance, and inspires them to 
take the path of revolutionary 
armed struggle.

They inspire as well all the op‐
pressed classes and people around 

the world, who are similarly fighting 
for national and social liberation. 
Advancing the national democratic 
revolutionary struggle in the Philip‐
pines is the Filipino people’s biggest 
contribution to the global struggle 
against imperialism and resistance 
to imperialist wars.

We are confident that by deep‐
ening and broadening the rectifica‐
tion movement, we shall be able to 
forge a stronger and powerful Com‐
munist Party of the Philippines and 
lead the people’s democratic revo‐
lution to even greater victories in 
the coming years.

Carry forward the rectification movement!

Hold high the banner of Marxism-Leninism-Maoism!

Long live the Filipino people!

Long live the international proletariat!

Long live the Communist Party of the Philippines!


