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The struggle intensifies

Red Star Reporter

The political conflict in Nepal is sharpening. The conflict between two different types of forces, one wants to go forward from the present transitional phase, and the other wants to stop things where they are at present. This conflict has emerged just before the process of drafting a new constitution.

Three years ago, the CPN (Maoist) and seven other political parties had reached an agreement to restructure the country through the Constituent Assembly (CA). Later, when the King surrendered and the seven parties came to power, the CPN (Maoist) agreed to a ceasefire and to hold negotiations. As the CPN (Maoist) is a Revolutionary Communist Party, its goals are clear; forward to a People’s Republic to Socialism and ultimately Communism. But the CPN (Maoist) had agreed to struggle peacefully and try to achieve its political goals according to the people. They had clearly stated that a Federal Democratic Republic will be a transitional phase and will proceed forward by peaceful means. A large majority of the Nepali people approved of the Maoist agendas and the CPN-(Maoist) wants to establish a more people’s oriented republic, a republic orientated towards the people. 

The CPN (Maoist) have clearly stated that the party wants to write a constitution that is more accountable to the people. At the same time, Maoist leaders clarified that the Republic will not be a like previous and traditional Communist led states. The  Maoist has agreed to multi-party competition. The Maoist wants to establish a Republic and parties can compete within the constitutional framework. The Nepali Congress and some other forces do not want to move a single inch from the failed British Westminster model. This model of ‘democracy’ had been exercised in Nepal for more than 15 years but has failed. 

The Nepali Congress leaders are alleging that the Maoist want to establish a ‘totalitarian’ system. This is a common allegation of the bourgeois and the so-called ‘democrats’. In Nepal, the NC and some other parties do not even want to hear People’s Republic and Socialism. If the NC have the right to believe in ‘democracy’, then why do the NC leaders think that the CPN (Maoist) or any other forces do not have a right to follow a different ideology? The CPN (Maoist) has never said that the NC cannot believe in democracy. This single fact proves that the NC is really a totalitarian party that wants to stop others following any other ideology. They can argue about the means to achieve the goals but they can’t demand others to abandon their ideology and goals. 

The capitalist economic system is facing a grave crisis worldwide at present. The crisis had raised questions about the capitalist system and ‘multi-party democracy.’ The economy of the US, the role model of capitalism, is on the brink of collapse. Slowly, large sections of the world population are beginning to see socialism as an alternative once again. The countries where socialist system were exercised are not affected so badly. Likewise, countries which are following some sort of socialist methods are also not gripped by the crisis. The Guardian daily (UK) reports that many Germans are attracted to Marx’s writings amidst the financial crisis in Germany too. Marx’s books have been sold a record high. The whole world is debating about the capitalist system, but the bourgeois in Nepal seem unable to learn anything. They don’t want the lesson-the capitalist system generates crisis periodically-but they demand the Communists abandon their ideology. 

The NC leaders also oppose the agreement that has already been made about army integration. The essence of the 12-point understanding, as well as other political agreements made after that such as the Comprehensive Peace Accord and the Interim Constitution, is an agreement to restructure the state. The restructure of the security sector is fundamental to restructuring the  state, and this demands the integration of the two different armies. But the NC and some other parties are demanding that the People’s Liberation Army that fought for the Republic be dissolved, while the Nepal Army that fought for the King and against the republic be strengthened. For the political change, the NA should be dissolved and the PLA be made the official military force. However, the Maoist didn’t demand this, instead they agreed to integrate both and develop a national army. The NC and other parties who are opposing army integration want to drag the country back to conflict. 
Other News

Maoist holding national cadre meeting

The largest party in the Constituent Assembly (CA), the CPN-Maoist is going to hold a national level party cadre meeting from November 9-11, 2008. About 1500 cadres up to state-level committee will be taking part in the meeting. The central committee meeting held in the first week of October has taken this decision.    

The meeting is not only the continuation of the regular gatherings of cadre from around the country; the meeting is far more important than that. It is preparation for a great debate on building a revolutionary party for the next party congress at the beginning of next year. After the meeting, the party will hold local level party meetings leading up to the national congress to ensure it will be well managed. 

 Along with the debate on institutionalizing the federal democratic republic of Nepal, the debate will be about revolution, reformism, the parliament and the status quo. Because the CPN-Maoist is a revolutionary party as well as the leading party in the government and the largest party in the CA, the debate will naturally centre on the line and decisions of the CPN-Maoist. 

All the major parties in Nepal have quite antagonistic contradictions. The leadership have to be consistent and represent the interests of their class. All the parties are discussing the fundamentals and the development of their tactical line. Most of the major parties are going to hold big party meetings soon. 

The CPN-Maoist is planning to make a party unity with other revolutionary communist parties thus opening the forum for ideological and political debate. Eventually, the debate will create a new polarization according to class interests. The CPN-Maoist hopes to bring all revolutionaries under its flag.
Radical programs soon : PM Prachanda

PM Prachanda  has reiterated his commitment to declare programs to make people feel the change in the near future. 

“Even with political changes, little has changed in the daily lives of the people, we need to create an environment where every one can feel the change. The government will soon declare some radical programs” the PM said while addressing a two-day national symposium on public private partnership (PPP), 2008 in Kathmandu. Stressing the need of ending the feudal economic relations to start economic development, he said, “If we let the old system remain, we can not develop the country.” 

PM Prachanda said that public private partnership is the suitable model for economic development but he clarified that it will go forward on the basis of ‘our own needs and values.’ He further added “we want to create a new model for economic development.” The CPN-Maoist has been advocating the PPP model of the economic development for some time.

While the discussion is going on in Constituent Assembly on the budget presented by the government for 2008/009, the government is hurrying to start economic development. PM Prachanda has time and again stressed that he will do whatever is needed. Addressing the symposium, he said that the government wants to centralize PPP for mega projects. He also assured that the government is thinking of removing the legal hurdles      to create a climate for investment. 

Nepali Congress cry in vain

Nepali Congress (NC) is now out of the government. The NC talks about its commitment to the role of a constructive opposition. However, at the same time it is talking about revolt. 

However, for a rebellion, the NC hasn’t announced its demands, slogans, policies and programs. Every NC leader has ‘rebellion’ on the tip of their tongue. The reality is that it is not in the government now. The NC in the government was used to commissions, smuggling, bribes and corruption as common practice. However, outside of the government they miss out on these things and are expressing their bitterness. In essence, they are even against the state structure of the federal democratic republic. Therefore, they are cunningly diverting the form of their hostility in a colorful way. That is, they are trying to show themselves as more ‘democratic’ and trying to paint the CPN-Maoist as ‘undemocratic’. They are the same fascist leaders who tried to suppress the People’s War by military means. They made anti-terrorist laws and massacred the common people in remote villages of the country. 

Now they have forgotten about how they were kicked out of power by the then feudal king and had to compromise with the Maoist. The Nepali Congress, the anti-people party, will be chased away from the villages and towns of the nation if they dare to deceive the Nepalese people in the name of revolt. This is why, one of the Maoist members of Constituent Assembly, Jhakku Subedi, told NC leaders to rebel if people supported them. The fact is that the NC has neither the mandate to govern nor it has right to rebel against the federal democratic republic.

Pm to bring something new

Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal has said that he is going to bring something new before the Tihar Festival. He said this when he visited Far Western Nepal. 

Before the Tihar festival, relief will be provided to the victims of the conflict and the families of martyrs. He said that the political nomination in the key posts of the state would be over before the Festival. 

He further added that there is no necessary for a tail after the name of the Communist Party i.e. Communist Party of Nepal; with the tail of Marxist-Leninist-Maoist. He said that the CPN-Maoist is the mother party of the other Communist Parties in the country.  He called all the intellectuals and the people to be united in favour of nationality and republic. He said that the corrupted bureaucrats will be driven out and he further added: “If the government under the leadership of Maoist fails; the nation will be failure”. 

Discussing his visit to foreign countries, he said that the people of those countries have also felt the change that has occurred in Nepal. 

Prime Minister Prachanda said, “There is no dispute within our party, rather there is a new debate on the creation of party”. He said that only after writing a new federal republican constitution would there be welfare for the labouring people. 

To make the constitution on time, he has requested the Nepali Congress to be involved in the national government. He claimed that there would be miracle in this period.  

YCL captured two with pistol

In the meantime, as the NC is talking about rebellion, the YCL has captured two persons in Katmandu Valley in the day time. YCL has handed the two persons over the police in Lalitpur district. One of them is the resident of Katmandu and the other is from Orissa, India.

It is a big challenge to the peace process. The CPN-Maoist is being disarmed and others are arming themselves. Some analysts say that a brutal repression over Maoists is being set up in the near future. 

From the feedback of news papers and FM stations, people are saying to the major parties and the government that the peace process should not be changed into a play.    

UNMIN clears the role

Chief of the United Mission to Nepal (UNMIN) Ian Martin has clarified that the integration of army will be according to the measurement set up by the special committee of the Integration of Army. Martin clarified about the integration of Army in an interaction program held in 16th October in Katmandu

In the program, Martin said that the task of UNMIN in Nepal is to help the government. He added that UNMIN is ready to help according to the request of the Nepalese government. 

Martin said that a new model according to the specialties of Nepal is necessary for the integration of army although there are many types of models applied before. 

Martin said that the role of the UNMIN is not to assist to any particular party in Nepal. He replied to a complaint of the Nepali Congress and said that UNMIN was requested to come to help in the peace process of Nepal.  

Youth Force entering into barbarism
Youth Force, the sister organization of CPN-UML, is committing serious crimes including murder. They are targeting CPN-Maoist cadres and leaders, the supporters of its sister organizations, mainly the Young Communist League (YCL). They have murdered Krishna Bdr. Bhandari, a Maoist cadre, in the day time by chasing and throwing stones at him in the Dhading district. The number of Youth Force cadres was about two hundred. They threw the dead body into a vast flowing river Trisuli. 

The most notable thing is that the UML and NC strengthened their youth wings as they forwarded a demand to dissolve the Maoist YCL. On the one hand, they demanded the dissolution of the YCL as their bottom line for the peace process and the Constituent Assembly; and on the other hand, they have recruited many young people for the Youth Force. 

This is the reality of the double standard that is being directed by the American and Indian ruling class. These imperialist foreign powers are trying to use a ‘red flag’ against red flag. The sincere leftists and revolutionaries, along with the progressives, should be aware about the strategy of the foreign intervention in the name of reducing size of Maoist in Nepal.

Interview

People’s Republic will be federal and competitive

– Prachanda, Prime Minister, Government of Nepal / Chairman, Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist)

What important decisions has the State Management Committee carried out?

The committee has taken some decisions related to the formation of peace committees at local levels and at village levels. In the lower level, a committee of political representatives with twenty-five members will be formed. 

How do you evaluate the government under your leadership?

It is a coalition government. It has its limitations due to the fact it is a coalition government. If we evaluate the government within the limitations of that, many achievements have been gained at the international level and with the party leading the government from an immediate point of view.  

In a short period, we have given a new orientation in policy, programme and annual budget in the country and visited from China to America. This is another important achievement. And the third, there is not so much clearness in the internal tasks as there needs to be. We are also worried about that. Now, I am concentrating on the internal work of the party to take some important decisions between the Dashain and Tihar festivals. Therefore, the people are perplexed because they are eager to see something new. This will be addressed soon.   

Has the council of ministries expanded yet? 

The council of ministries is full according to the cabinet. Some of the parties are willing to join the government in some of the vacant ministries. A decision will be taken about that soon. 

Will the Nepali Congress be involved in the government?

There is no immediate possibility to join. Nevertheless, we are requesting the NC to join the government to build a Federal Democratic Rebublican constitution. However, Girija Prasad Koirala has denied that the NC will join the government soon. 

The issue of land-reform and the integration of the army has become complex. How will it be solved?

The question of the land is not so complex. We will form a high level Land Reform Commission for scientific land reform. It will select and solve the problems related to the land and the land reform in its working process. However, it is not without challenges. 

The most important subject is the integration of the army. More or less, it has already been done and written about in the Comprehensive Peace Accord and in the interim constitution. We have reached an agreement about it. But some other things are left to be done. Specifically, the policy, process and the concrete decisions on it are left to be worked out in detail. 

In this period I visited foreign countries such as China, India and America. Everywhere, I have heard that people are confused. Even the people within our country are also confused. They do not have any clear picture in their mind. 

There are two different views about the integration of the army. Some have extreme views about the integration of the army. They argue that the army should not be integrated because the People’s Liberation Army is a political army while the Nepal army is a professional army. They say that the two different armies, the political and the professional armies cannot be integrated. On the other hand, there is another extremist view on the integration of the army. They say that the whole of the PLA should be integrated and the decision of the verification and the discharge should not be accepted and followed. I think that the army should be integrated according to the agreement we have made before.  There are different methods of army integration, but we should develop our own method. We should not copy the methods of others.

What is the method?

Now is not a suitable time to reveal all the things. However, the army should be integrated and the integration should be in a respected manner. It will be held from the point of view of solving the problem.  

Whether or not the integration of army takes place on time or not has led many to suspect whether the constitution will be on time. 

Probably, we will discuss more about the integration of the army in the coming meeting of the council of the ministers and will take some important decisions. From the former meeetings of the council of the ministers, we have some clear ideas about it. If we are able to solve the issue of the integration of the army on time as we have said, the building of the constitution will not take more than two years. The building of the constitution is closely related to the peace process. As I have understood, the integration of the army is possible. It is oriented in a positive way to solve the problem. 

What was the attitude towards Nepal of those countries while you were in China, India and America?

I got different attitudes towards Nepal from the different countries and the different people while I was visiting them. Now, there is a big enthusiasm in china after our visit. I talked with the heads of the state president, prime minister, officials and the intellectuals in China. In our talk, I found a positive curiosity about the new Nepal, the Republican Nepal and the change. Along with it, I found helpful hands and sympathy with the new Nepal and the Nepalese people. 

In India, as the first Prime Minister of Republican Nepal I visited media, traders and businessmen, government officials, Prime Minister, president and the leaders of the various parties. I got opportunity to clarify the illusion about the New Nepal and our Party. I used to feel that the BJP, a Hindutva party, was a little more confused about our party, the CPN (Maoist). Although the BJP and our party the CPN (Maoist) have quite different ideologies, the leaders of the BJP became clear and free from the illusion. 

What was the illusion?

The illusion was that they suspected Maoists believe in terror. I used to hear about it before too. I talked directly with Lal Krishna Adwani, the leader of the BJP. I told him that I used to see you in the TV giving offensive speeches and interviews against us, but we were same as we are now. When he told me that me that he has never been in Nepal, I told him what politics he did when he hasnot visited Mithila (Janakpur) and Pashupatinath temple in Nepal. I told them that formal democracy has not addressed the people in the whole of India. And, it has not addressed the people anywhere in the world. We are committed to multiparty democratic competition. However, the multiparty competition is not a parliamentary system. We are in search of the Democracy that empowers the majority exploited, class, caste, region and gender of any country. 

While visiting in America, I tried to raise debate about democracy. We are in an accredition that we want to synthesize the negative and positive aspects of our party Communist Democracy. Formal parliamentary democracy has failed all over the world. And, it has to be synthesized. In a discussion held in the New School University in America, some of the intellecutals told me that we communists are advancing only with the photos of Marx, Lenin, Stalin and Mao. I answered them by saying that the older ideology of formal democracy than Marx, Lenin and Stalin. 

I told them how can Marx, Lenin, Stalin and Mao be older than the ideology of formal democracy founded by the older men than them. I told them that Marx, Lenin, Stalin and Mao are from the later genertaion who founded new ideology of Communism. The debate on democracy was good in America and India. 

You met with George W. Bush, the president of USA. Did you get any changes in the opinion to behave Maoists after you visit? 

Our party has been victorious from the point of view of moral and politics. I put our opinion as I met George W. Bush. I talked about newly established federal democratic republic and their helping hands to Nepal. This is a great achievement and victory of CPN Maoist because we are standing in a quite opposite political direction. 

I told them that we reached in this point after passing a long process, but America is in the same point as it was before. I directly told them that we came in the ppoint through People’s War, Peace agreement and by winning the victory in the election.

Then I visited Richard Baucher and talked for a longer time about political issues. Their view point toward our party was logically defensive. When President Bush met me, he told me that the meeting between the two is also a change. It was a technical thing and it was not a policy.

In what sense, your visit was a breakthrough? 

My visit itself was breakthrough. In my visit to china, it was a closing ceremony of Beijing Olympic. In the essence, China visit is a breakthrough. 

In my visit to India, I did not make any aggreement against the interest of Nepal and the Nepalese people. 

Some people blame that even the federal democratic republic government under the leadership of Maoist gave continuity to the former treaties and border is still being enchroached. 

In this visit, questions were raised related to the border. My visit was the first visit. I hadn’t gone there to review and cancel all the bilateral treaties and agreements from Sugauli treaty to 1950’s, Susta, Kalapani and the barrages of the rivers. 

Nepal became semi-colonial country after Sugauli treaty. Have we been independent after the establishment of republic or are we in the same situation as before? 

Nepal entered into semi-colonial and semi-feudal socio-political situation after Sugauli treaty. Nepal has not been liberated from that situation yet. But the semi-colonial and semi-feudal condittion is different from those periods of Panchayat system and the parliamentary system under the constitutional monarchy before the election of the Constituent Assembly. 

The declaration of federal democratic republic is the progress in the change of semi-feudal sociopolitical character. However there is not change in semi-colonial socio-political character and there is a danger of going to be a full colonial. But I dont want to say that it is only from India, the domination and the influence of foreign countries be more and more! The situation has been created whether the danger will increase more over the national unity and the national independency. 

Therefore the change has not been equally in semi-feudal and semi-colonial socio-economic condition. Internally, the idea of disintegration is found. It directly and indirectly helps the idea of semi-colonial though. Therefore there is the danger of increasing intervention and hegemony in social, economic, cultural life of Nepal. 

What can Nepalese people do for the protection of nationality? 

Nepalese can do much more about this. My confidence has been increased. In my visit in foreign countries, i got huge support and sympathy about Nepal and Nepalese people. The political change occurred in Nepal has brought a change in the conception to Nepal. We can do more for the benefit of national liberation all over the world. 

It is said that after the involvement in government, there is monarchy, selfishness in Maoist Party. Is it true? 

In our society many new challenges occur in new stages. In this front this peaceful front, there is a little more danger in rightist reformism. There prevails the environment to be anarchist, personal and selfish. All the Nepalese and the revolutionaries should be aware about it. 

Again, Maoist movement in Nepal has been in the first decade of 21st century. Therefore, all the reactionaries are hatching conspiracies to damage cadres and split the party. We should be aware about it. Third, around the Chunwang meeting, in the period of People’s War, radios, televisions, newspapers and the magazines publicised and broadcasted the news against our party and the party leaders. They publicized that the party was going to be split. They said that one leader had put another leader into jail. This created suspicious and anarchy within party. 

Therefore, all these are the reflection within our party about the ups and downs of social struggle. There is necessity to fight against all these dangers. However, I don’t consider that the party has been damaged too much. 

Are these all the consequences created by the emptiness of the correct party line? 

That is not the main thing in my view. The party line, which we are following now, had been synthesized from the 2nd national conference in the period of People’s War. We fused PW and People’s Movement in our party line. We called series of tactics to interim government, constituent Assembly and Republic.

All these were called Prachanda Path. Then we called the development in ideology. 

Then we centralized our struggle in interim government, constituent Assembly and Republic. If we review from there, tactics has not been finished yet. It is false to say that the tactics has been finished. CA is the synthesis of our tactics. Interim Constitution was not the main in our series of tactics. We became the largest party through the election of the CA that will take decision about the fate and fortune of all the Nepalese people. We are in the leadership of the government and if we say the end of that tactics it means that we are not understanding the real essence of the tactics. 

The real struggle has been initiated in CA now. This is the essence of tactics passed by the 2nd national conference. To talk about the end of tactics is to disarm ourselves mentally and push to zero level. It is only to create illusion. CA is the main thing after the declaration of Republic and formation of interim government. 

CA has not finished yet. We should re-read the document of Chunwang meeting. It says -”Until the federal democratic republic is declared, we will have a kind of compromise with bourgeoisie. After the formation of the CA, bourgeoisie will try to change the federal republic into bourgeois republic and proletariat will try to change the federal republic into People’s Republic. It shows that the real struggle has just begun”. The struggle is still left on the issue whether the federal democratic republic is made bourgeoise republic or People’s Republic.

Has the different document and different opinions filled in your party? 

That is not true. Our party has a single opinion about tactics. No different opinions are there. No central committee members have still said that it was wrong to involve in the government. Nobody has said that it was wrong to take part in the CA. It is not wrong to take part and be victorious in the CA election. 

Are all the news published and broadcasted are only illusion, then? 

Yes, one thing we are worrying about party. We are in anxiety that will our party go into the bug of reformism or will be individualist. All comrades are in worry. All the sympathizers are thinking so. However, there is no other opinion in tactical line of the party and about the government. We have single opinion. 

What about party Unity? 

We have talked a lot about party unity. The talk was held before the election of the CA. We are already agreed but only some technical problems are there. After the election we couldn’t enter into the process of Party unity because the political situation was not so clear. 

After the formation of the government, the political situation is now clear. We had already formed our coordination committee of party unity. We have held the regular meeting of the co-ordination commitee of party unity. We have taken a decision for party unity. 

How will you implement the goal of People’s Republic in the country? 

Some are being very terrified by hearing our People’s Republic. People’s Republic is not a traditional one. We will build the anti-feudal and anti-imperialist constitution. That is the People’s Constitution we can say it People’s Constitution and people oriented Constitution. We can say it People’s Republican Constitution also. The essence of the Constituiton should be free from the exploitation of feudalism and imperialism.

First of all there should be made the propeople constitution. The republic should be in favor of people. No one should be terrified that the People’s Republic is not same as the republic of Mao-Tsetung in China because, we have added two new things in republic. One, the constitution should be antifeudal and anti-imperialism and other, it should have federal structure. Mao had said unitary structure. Mao imagined the People’s Republic in unitary structure, but we are making federal. In federal structure, the division of power is from centre to local levels. This is originality in itself. 

We have reached to the conclusion learning the lesson from 20th century that multiparty competition should be even in the socialism under the Constitutional boundaries. In this sense, the People’s Republic is going to be the federal competitive People’s Republic. It is not just the photocopy of Mao. It will be a developed one of 21st century.
Revolution in Nepal inspires us

– Eugenio Gastiasoro, Central Committee Member 

Communist Revolutionary Party of Argentina

Argentina and Nepal are far from each other. Argentina is in South America, in the South-western Hemisphere, whereas Nepal is in North-Eastern Hemisphere. But both the countries are under developed and dominated by imperialism. The other similarity is Communism and  people’s struggles against all types of oppression is a fundamental feature of Argentina as well as Nepal, thus demonstrating that Communist culture is really an international culture. The Peoples War in Nepal has been an inspiration to revolutionaries and communists the world over. We have interviewed a central committee member of Revolutionary Communist Party of Argentina.

Please tell us about Argentina, its geographical situation, population, class contradictions, problems and people’s struggle?

- Argentina is a big country, without a big population, with almost 40 million people, mainly concentrated in the cities, 80% of the population is in the cities; of this population, most are workers, 16 million economic workers, half are salaried laborers: 4 million workers and four million employed, and the others little producers and traders mainly. Argentina is a country dependent on imperialism, and its an underdeveloped country. We have to fight dependency and latifundia (large estates), and so people are fighting against the ruling class, imperialism, the comprador bourgeoisie and the landowners, and there are many popular uprisings inside the country and in the cities also. The peoples uprisings unite with agrarian rebellions against the government because of the large taxes and so forth. In Argentina, from north to south there is a great variety of climate, and the central area has the most important and most concentrated population. Buenos Aires is the largest city, and  has twelve million people in the entire metropolitan area.

Can you tell us about your party in Argentina? 

- Our party is the Revolutionary Communist Party of Argentina, Marxist Leninist Maoist. For us it was very important to preserve our identity as Maoist because we suffered military dictatorship; the dominant class, when they thought they were losing their power, used the military and used the dictatorship-there were 30,000 disappeared persons, worse than Pinochet in Chile, but not as bad as Indonesia. And we remained in Argentina underground, and we had support because the revisionist party does not show a way to the people for liberation, so the Maoists appealed to the people, to adapt to the Argentinian reality, to help the people and to fight against the dictatorship; we remained mainly because of principles and going to the masses and the lower roots. Argentina is a dependent country, where various imperialists dispute domination like in other countries in Latin America, but historically in Argentina the situation is still semi colonial; we had a war and because we lost this war, the military dictatorship could not form a government and so the bourgeois parties arranged with the military to form a government, and this is the condition that exists until now. 

We hear that a leftist party is leading the government in Argentina. How does your party see the government and its policies?  

- Its not a leftist party, its a comprador bourgeois party, the party is like a Social Democratic party but in Argentina it is a mixture of something like the Congress party…They want to get close to Russia and China to confront the US but it is not to liberate the people, but to give grab more power in Argentina to balance US power, and so they act for the people; but it is not pro US but more pro Europe, Russia and China; but to some people in the world it may look like a leftist government, but for us, we have more dependence, because we have US and British dependence and now we have to work for Russia, China, and Europe also, where Germany and France have weight also. This is a bad thing but it is also a good thing because when they are united its bad for us because we cannot fight them all together, but when they fight each other, we can find a way between their fights, and raise the peoples revolt, with the agrarian rebellion.. The Peoples uprisings are very important and can overthrow governments, and when they fight between themselves the people can get some space to put forward their own proposals, preparing the army for insurrection for revolutionary democratic power.. Argentina is the birth place of Che Guevara. Che is famous in Nepal. How is he taken in Argentina? How does your party evaluate his work?  

- Che is very important in Argentina, also in Latin America, because not only was he was born there, but he fought in the time when the Soviet Union started revisionism, and he was against that, and so he helped the Cuban revolution, and had a dream to make revolution in Latin American. People said it was not possible because it is the back yard of the US, but he showed it was possible in Cuba. And so he, at that time, with many people,  asked what happened in the Soviet Union, as it was the first country where the Proletariat was in power; many did not know what happened in the USSR, we didn’t know, but the first to say was Mao Zedong in China, but we didn’t  know too much, we are far from China. Also Che Guevara questioned the method of the Soviet Union; when they said they would help him to start a revolution in Bolivia, but then they didn’t help but they helped imperialism. It was so hard for us but it taught us we don’t have to believe in the Soviet Union and the false Communists, the revisionists who are working for the bourgeoisie and not for the Proletariat; so then after Czechoslovakia, and during the Vietnam war when they used imperialism at the end of the war, they were kicked out of Vietnam, and the Nixon government collapsed. In 1972 they divided the world at Helsinki, and Soviet social imperialism was working with the Argentinean army, and the US was working with the Pinochet army in Chile; and so we have this dictatorship like Ethiopia. Argentina provided the USSR with grains and food to help the invasion of Afghanistan, and we almost had a war with Chile because of these things. We had a confrontation, with two dictatorships, one from USSR and one from the US, but then they started a war against England and lost the war.

How do you feel to be in Nepal where a Communist Party had waged people’s war for more than a decade? 

- I am very happy to be here, this is the first time I have come here, our party wants to make a relationship with CPN (Maoist) because we think it is very important for us, because we are an undeveloped country, and it is very important to learn from Nepal, because you are ahead in the revolution against the monarchy, to throw down the monarchy, for  a way to get a democratic republic; that could open way to a People Republic, because the Maoists were crucial to overthrow the tyranny, because the bourgeois parties were always thinking about a constitutional  monarchy.

When did you hear about the Maoist movement in Nepal? 

- We didn’t hear much about the Maoist in Nepal. The media do not write much, so we do  not hear much, but it became important after the royal massacre, and after that Maoists were fighting to overthrow the monarchy. CPN-M had a peoples army to fight and make a united front against the monarchy, to overthrow the monarchy, so we heard news about the proposal for a constituent assembly to advance to the change you want. The first thing we read that CPN-M organized the peasants to get their rights, and to liberate them. From outside you cannot see how and what are the conditions, and the things that are changing, the only way we can know is to come here. We are too far. The media in Argentina and Latin America don’t cover much about Nepal. 

Nepal and Argentina are very far from each other. How do you feel to be in Nepal? 

- Because we work for the proletarian and the poor people, we have to the same goal, and we have the same ideology, Marxism-Leninism-Maoism, we have the five great teachers, although they had some wrongs because they were also human, but they are our fathers and they teach us and we fight for the same goals, and we can learn, and we can talk to each other and advance to the same goal; because our goal is to finish oppression and exploitation all over the world. Imperialism oppresses everyone. We may not do the same as you have done in Nepal but we can learn from the experiences of the revolution in Nepal. US, Russian, Chinese, European imperialism are the same, the Europeans say they are better capitalists than the US, but they are the same. 

The Latin American nations are unifying against US imperialism. Can you briefly tell us about this? 

 - In Latin America we have a growing mass uprising against domination, principally US domination. Imperialism is unifying us, then we have the other imperialism, and many people fight against this from Maoists to the national bourgeoisie, as well as the comprador bourgeoisie who look to Europe, China, or Russia. There are more advanced processes in Venezuela, Ecuador and Bolivia. Bolivia is probably the most important because the aboriginal (Adivasi or indigenous) people are rising, and they have an aboriginal president. Venezuela is also important, but it is like Sukarno in Indonesia, with the national bourgeoisie and some of comprador bourgeoisie  who want to go with Russia and China, and so that is the problem we had before. When we pushed the US out of the door, the other comes in from the windows. Its difficult for the revolution, and the weakness of the Maoist now. The Maoist are not strong enough to even forward this process, to stop the national bourgeoisie or the comprador bourgeoisie leading the government. The Argentinean government allows demonstrations against the free trade association, but for the people to get profit from this, it is not easy, they must fight.  

Capitalism is in crisis again these days. The capitalist system is facing a grave crisis. How do you analyze this? Do you think the conditions for socialism are favorable? 

- Capitalism is a system that exploits and oppresses people, and imperialism discharges the crisis against our peoples, against our economies, and it is a bad thing for our people; but at the same time it is a good thing that the people know what capitalism is. And if the Maoist Communist can show the masses a possibility of another way, another way from capitalism…Capitalism brings hunger, poverty, exploitation, and the crisis shows what capitalism is; but capitalism will not go down by itself, you have to overthrow it. This will give us a chance to tell the people  that we need to overthrow capitalism, to save our nation and people.  

Can the experiences of Nepal be useful for revolutionaries in Argentina and Latin America? 

- You had to overthrow the monarchy and establish a democratic federal republic, in Argentina we need to advance to a democratic revolution against imperialism and landlords; we think that the experience of Nepal will be very useful for us. We think we have to make our own way in Argentina but the Nepal way can help and be an inspiration for us. 

Latin America has a very rich history of struggles and revolution. What is the situation now?  

- The papers do not say anything about Nepal, they don’t even say anything about Latin American uprisings; mainly in Venezuela, Bolivia, Paraguay, Brazil, Argentina, people are fighting. Its like a new wave of mass uprising, not the same as the 70s but in the consciousness of the people there has been an advance against military forces backed by the oligarchies, comprador bourgeoisie; people have learnt from that experience, and the uprisings in the 21st century will be much bigger than before.  

In 1982, the Britain had invaded in Argentina’s Falkland with the help of Gurkha soldiers. What do you feel when you come to the country of Gurkha soldiers? 

Gurka soldiers have been fighting for a long time for the British as employees. They also fought in Malvinas (Falklands) Island. They were there as employees. We don’t think that Gurkhas want to dominate us, or are against us.  They were sent  against us as employees of Great Britain. No people in Argentina have negative feelings against the Gurkhas. We understand that Gurkhas were sent there not for Nepal but for British Imperialism.  

Interviewed by- Dipak Sapkota.

Editorial

Maoist Party Congress

The CPN (Maoist) is going to hold a party congress at the beginning of the next year 2009. The decision to hold a party congress has created much interest among the common people as well as party leaders, cadres, sympathizers and well wishers. 

Along with debating about the federal democratic republic with multiparty competition, the CPN (Maoist) has initiated a great debate within the party. This is a new experiment; the party has allowed a two line struggle in the form of a written document before the commencement of the congress. Historically, different opinions are allowed only in party congress. It clearly shows that CPN-Maoist is in a strong position to conduct its two line struggle in a well organized way. This is a new experiment in the 21st century. 

However, some of the parties and organizations are trying to drag the debate in different directions according to their class interests. Instead of helping the debate, some of the ‘communist parties’ and ‘organizations’ are intentionally trying to twist the debate unknowingly to the service of reactionaries. 

In spite of all these interests, the CPN Maoist is going to conduct the debate from its cadre level, while at the moment; there are meetings at the state committee level. All the leaders and cadres are delighted. They are taking part in the discussion in the spirit of the proletarian class. 

Before the party congress, the CPN (Maoist) is going to hold a central gathering in the second week of November. The debate will be held in a unified and well planned way at the coming gathering. 

The congress of the CPN Maoist is historically quite different from the congress of any communist party in the world. The party is at a stage of strategic offensive. It has become victorious in a decade long People’s War and in the election of the Constituent Assembly.

In Nepal, if there is any hope and trust of the majority of the people, it is with the CPN-Maoist. The other parliamentary parties have already failed. Therefore, naturally, people have trust in the CPN Maoist. The party will be victorious in its coming congress and will lead the nation ahead by addressing the aspirations and interests of the majority of the people along with the great aspirations expressed in the decade long People’s War and the People’s Movement.   

Opinion

The party debate : revolution or reform

Kul Prasad KC ‘Sonam’

Nepal is still in a semi-colonial and semi-feudal state. No drastic change has occurred; there can be no change in contradiction in the political situation until there is a fundamental change in the mode of production. Therefore, in this type of political situation, there are still the same solutions; national and sovereign independence against semi-colonial domination. So, this is the situation of the Democratic People’s Movement. 

Only the monarchy, the leader of feudalism, has ceased to exist. However, the feudalistic mechanism still exists under a different color. In some places, it exists organizationally, institutionally and in some places through the ownership of land and capital. This is why there is not a change in its essence and in the character of the contradiction. Internationally, the world proletarian revolution is in the defensive position. It is natural. Now there is global hegemony in the world. The hegemony prevails in every sector of society. 

Although they have put out the slogan of ‘liberalization’ and ‘privatization’, everything is taking place under the global programme of imperialism. Therefore, we should make an effort to build an anti-imperialist front by bringing all the struggles and the movements against imperialism from every part of the world. . We should expand and strengthen the concept of Coordinating Committee of Maoist Parties and Organizations of South Asia (CCOMPOSA) in the context of South Asia to control the bullying of Indian expansionism. 

We must polarize the parties, organizations and the struggle by analyzing the situation existing in South Asia. All the people of the countries bordering India and the exploited people of India can struggle jointly against the expansionist bullying of the Indian rulers. Now, it has been compulsory to build a front in South Asia against Indian intervention and for a comprehensive front against American Imperialism in the world. Only after that can we have freedom, independence and guarantee the fundamental rights of the exploited people. 

In the developing countries and even in the ‘developed’ countries, struggles for national liberation are going on. We should respect their spirit, aspiration and the fight for freedom; and should form joint fronts as far as possible. This is the responsibility of the proletariat class today. The Nepalese proletarian class should fulfill this responsibility and develop the concept of struggle for national liberation 

The present crisis in the economy of global imperialism should be analyzed in a new way. It shows that the creation of united front should not only be from the point of view of building a united front, but also from the point of view of an ideological and political united front. The crisis in the economy of global imperialism has matured the objective conditions for the world revolution. It is a favorable condition for proletarian revolution. However, this matured and favorable situation should be addressed by the ideology and leadership of the proletarian class. It is not only the continuation of a decade crisis in a global economy of imperialism; this crisis in global economy helps us to solve the contradiction through the solution- Revolution. 

In Nepal, a type of reform has been done, but it is not a drastic change. In our political analysis, we have established the Federal Republic of Nepal. However, it is not clear whom the republic serves?  Does it serve the bourgeoisie or the proletarian class? Now the debate is on which class does this republic serve? The increasing role of foreign powers and the high demands of people in the nation show that the contradictions are not being solved; rather they are sharpening. 

The favorable objective situation has demanded a matured subjective force. It means that the debate conducted ideologically and politically as the two line struggle in the party and its expression in class struggle will play an important strategic influence in the history of class struggle. Mainly, the centre of the debate in our party is over the leadership of the proletarian class. We have to evaluate whether we are able to maintain the leadership of proletarian class or not, and how we can maintain the leadership of the proletarian class. We have already reached the theoretical decision that the proletarian class cannot be victorious until and unless it develops the best military and ideological tactics.

The debate is on ideology. The debate is over Marxism or reformism. Have we only one alternative to make agreements or have we any other alternatives of struggle and revolt? We are in a debate about ideology, politics, policy, programs and the forms of tactics because the previous movements of the proletarian class have slipped away, collapsed or weakened when they have obtained power. Therefore we consider that the importance of the debate to analyze and synthesize it from the point of view of Marxism-Leninism-Maoism. Basically, does it fit with Marxism and has our method of work and style of work served the interests of revolution or has it served reformism. This is the major principle debate. 

We can say that the debate is the continuation of the great debate between China and the USSR after the death of Stalin. Because the debate is on similar issues; how to accomplish the revolution in a country in the world and how to protect the achievements gained from the revolution. The debate is between a pragmatic eclecticism and revolutionary Marxism. We are debating over revolution or reformism.

In this debate, because it is a great debate, we welcome those comrades who take part in the proletarian spirit. They should be allowed to react and complain. We should appreciate and analyze their reactions. If there are illusions, we should clarify them and if there are principle issues, we should finalize those through ideological debate. This is because the proletarian debate has been created on the foundation of a decade long proletarian class struggle. They have their own share in the Nepalese revolution. So, they will welcome the chance to take part in the debate in the proletarian spirit. We are expecting helping hands to bring maturity to the revolution of Nepal, along with the world proletarian revolution.

Criticism for criticism and creativity for creativity is not dialectics. This type of tradition that has developed within the communist parties of the world should be rejected and the dialectical process and method should be applied. We are sharing and ready to share the experiences and suggestions of comrades internationally; and give a new experience for the birth of a new proletarian world.
On strategy and tactics

Indramohan Sigdel ‘Basanta’

The success of 19 days mass movement that had stood upon the foundation of 10 years of great people’s war waged under the leadership of our party, the CPN (Maoist), and the support of 12-point agreement has brought the monarchy, which ruled for about 250 years, to an end and Nepal has entered into federal democratic republic. The establishment of federal democratic republic of Nepal is the result of persistent struggle waged by the Nepali people against monarchy since decades, and it is not an ordinary achievement. It is a significant tactical achievement; it is not and cannot be a strategic accomplishment. However, there have been differences on the question of understanding this achievement in the party and the broad masses as well. If this tactical achievement is comprehended as the strategic one, that can be nothing other than following status quo.

The strategic goal of any revolution waged under the leadership of the party of the proletariat is to resolve the fundamental contradictions prevailing in the then society. Among those fundamental contradictions, one of them becomes principal at a certain juncture of class struggle and the party decides the immediate tactic to resolve that principal contradiction. The instantaneous political slogan and the specific form of struggle are decided on the basis of very political tactic. The contradictions related to class, region, nation and sex in the Nepalese society are the basic contradictions originated as a result of the semi-feudal and semi-colonial socio-economic condition of Nepal. Therefore, without getting rid of feudalism and imperialism and Indian expansionism in our particular situation can in no way be achieved the minimum strategic goal of the Nepalese people’s revolution. 

  Our party’s formulation in Unity Congress that only by achieving decisive victory upon the domestic reaction comprised of feudal, comprador and bureaucratic capitalist class protected by Indian expansionism can the minimum strategic goal of Nepalese people’s revolution be achieved is equally relevant even today. Although the monarchy that had been leading the domestic reaction has been ended and establishment of federal democratic republic has brought about significant changes in the power balance of the reactionary and revolutionary classes in Nepal, but it has not given rise to any change in the strategy of Nepalese people’s revolution. However, the change in the power balance within the reactionary and revolutionary classes has demanded the need to develop tactic on the basis of concrete analysis of the concrete condition but not to apply the old tactic in the same way as before. In this situation, whether or not our party can develop tactic on the basis of concrete analysis of the concrete condition decides on whether or not it can lead revolution to decisive victory. 

In general, communist party does not make any mistake in determining the strategy of proletarian revolution. To establish people’s democratic dictatorship under the leadership of the proletariat after feudalism and imperialism is brought to an end in the semi-feudal and semi-colonial countries and to establish dictatorship of the proletariat after decisive victory upon the bourgeoisie in the capitalist countries are the basic strategies of the proletariat. Those who do not agree with these basic strategies in accordance with the socio-economic condition of the given country cannot basically be communist parties. In this sense, the ideological and political debate, which takes place in the communist movement and a certain communist party, is centred always not in strategy but in tactic. Again, the tactic of a party cannot be an outcome of the academic exercise of a certain leader. It is a question that is decided by concrete analysis of the concrete condition based on dialectical materialism. 

In our own context, the tactic of democratic republic that the Second National Conference had indicated to in general and Chunwang Meeting had concretised in particular has been accomplished successfully. This success, establishing our party as the largest one through the Constituent Assembly election, has made us reach to the position of leading the coalition government. The example of a communist party leading revolution from the government is found nowhere in the history of the world communist movement. Protecting the achievements acquired in this situation, to make the revolution reach to a decisive victory, is in itself a mammoth ideological challenge also. 

On the one hand, we have said that the Nepalese revolution is in the stage of strategic offensive and, on the other, we are leading the government also. From this situation, which in itself seems contradictory, it is necessary to develop a series of scientific tactic that can make the Nepalese revolution reach to victory by bringing the feudalism and imperialism to an end.

Only by developing tactic that agrees with international power balance and the domestic ground reality can we reach to the strategic goal of people’s revolution. In order to develop that kind of tactic, we have to refrain from two kinds of dangers. First is the danger of going towards reformism that can arise because of the objective situation in which there is intensive and extensive encirclement of imperialism and Indian expansionism, the international communist movement is in defensive condition and right revisionism is the main danger in the international communist movement and our own obligatory situation in which we have to implement reformist programmes to fulfil people’s expectations to some extent because our party is leading the government. Second is the dogmatic left-sectarian danger that may go, in the name of protecting from the danger of reformism, towards formulating insurrectionary tactic of Lenin’s or Mao’s style by forgetting the aforesaid ground reality. In the present situation, the first one is the main danger. However, refraining from these two kinds of dangers we can develop objective tactic that can help us seize the central power by means of people’s rebellion of Nepalese originality from the present stage of strategic offensive.

We have arrived at a very much piercing and sensitive state of Nepalese revolution. Now, on the one hand, the imperialist plunderers and reactionary forces the world over are encircling from all around to sabotage people’s revolution and, on the other, the oppressed classes are looking forward the success of revolution in Nepal to open the door of world proletarian revolution in the first decade of the 21st century. Only by developing Marxist-Leninist-Maoist tactic based on concrete analysis of the concrete condition can we accomplish Nepalese people’s revolution and by so doing can the expectation from us of the international proletariat be fulfilled. 

October 19, 2008

Hey! Don’t you feel ashamed? 

Punya Prasad Acharya
Let us not consider the historical scene and political scenario of the distant past, but rather the decade which we have just passed into now. When the norms and values of innocent democracy were deteriorating, its bidders were hibernating. They were enjoying their heyday whereas the people of Nepal were in severe predicament; the leaders of all the ruling political parties were believed that the status quo, which they wanted to continue, and would continue as per their wish. For this, they had made their base not Nepal and the Nepali people but the feudal monarchy, Indian expansionism and American imperialism. In fact, they were ignorant as they did not know the science of how society develops, even those who called themselves Marxists. Meanwhile, through scientific analysis of social development the Maoists were waging a people’s war with the great hope and intention to move the country ahead towards progress. At least they seemed they knew that the society would not stay on status quo. They struggled against feudal monarchy aiming to achieve the goal of a republican Nepal through the Constituent Assembly. In the course of the People’s War ,the Maoists understood very well how the Nepali people were being oppressed. This helped them strengthen the People’s War while it was progressing. The other ruling political parties were fixing the rate of the heads of Maoists leaders. As they rated the value of the heads of Maoist Leaders so high that the price value of their own heads lowered. It is so evident that Maoists were not getting any organizational support except Marxist thought Forum, Nepal. But this too could do a little as it was formed by the professional people working in the capital. Yes, the Nepali people were supporters of Maoists. By the help of the people of Nepal, the Maoists succeeded at the cost of the sacrifice of thousands of Maoist cadres. In such circumstances, there was the royal massacre. Due to this and the Maoist People’s War, the backbone of feudal monarchy was broken. Another ignoramus appeared in Nepalese history; King Gyanendra- who took the executive power in his hands and tried to knock out the leaders of the political parties out who were his servants. He did not even know that this could cause the other political parties to make an alliance with the Maoists. The political parties that were waiting for a long time to get blessings from the King were compelled to make an alliance with the Maoists and they made a 12 point agreement. The most remarkable thing is that the political parties had made alliance with the Maoist not for achieving the goal of Constituent Assembly and Republic but for taking revenge on the king, their master who had betrayed them. Without any alternative, they crawled behind the Maoists for the Constituent Assembly and Republic though they didn’t really want this from their innermost hearts. Anyway, this caused the second Janandolan and the restoration of the parliament with the inclusion of the Maoists. Even after this historic event, the political parties were trying very hard to avoid the Constituent Assembly and to save the monarchy in any form; their primary aim was to preserve feudalism and the status quo. But this was not possible due to the Maoists and the Nepali people. The election of the Constituent Assembly was accomplished and the feudal monarchy has already been abolished. Nepal has already been declared a republic with a ceremonial president and vice-president. The elected government, according to the people’s mandate, has already been formed under the leadership of the Maoist. 

Now, Nepal is on the threshold of turning into a New Nepal, a federal republican country with peace and security. Nepal is facing two main challenges: 1)to accomplish the task of writing a new constitution and 2)to fulfill the unlimited desires and needs of the people. Another issue that is also relevant here is that if Nepalese people had not given the mandate to the Maoists to be the largest party in the CA poll, would there now be a republic of Nepal or not? We have innumerable evidences. However, nowadays, there is a lot of news that some political parties and some political leaders are conspiring to usurp this present government. It is against the mandate of the Nepalese people. Do they also want to be recognized as the third group of ignoramus’ in Nepalese political history of recent times? Otherwise, why are they acting in such a way? The Nepalese people have clearly shown that this is the first government that has applied continuity with break, which is essentially needed to bring real change. The budget this government presented has at least touched backward groups, communities, regions, classes and genders. The allocated budget for development sector has just turned the table on to the administrative sector. The government has announced its commitment for development at fast speed. The government has attempted some cultural metamorphosis. All these are the symptoms of the New Nepal. The government is fully committed to peace and security. However,  this newly formed government has to deal with the great and disastrous Koshi flood. Apart from this, the head of the present government, Mr. Puspa Kamal Dahal ‘Prachanda’, has to go to China, India and America in the beginning period of the formation of government. Further, this ministry is not completely formed and newly appointed ministers have not got the experiences and information for taking further steps. 

Who does not know all the above-mentioned facts? Do those facts allow anyone to go against the government? Are they apt for  usurping the government or should it be usurped as it is in the leadership of the Maoists? The other significant thing is this; We, our country and our politics are not only the matter of our concern. We are being watched by the whole world. In such a critical situation the ones who talk about usurping the present government, can they be friends of the people? Can they be comrades of the people? I think not. The Nepalese people think not. They are enemies of the people. On behalf of Nepalese people, I ask them, ‘Hey don’t’ you feel ashamed?”

Art and Literature

Literature: a beautiful expression of class struggle

Ishwor Chandra Gyanwali

The traditional and status quo and their supporters deny the class struggle in society and try to stop the progression of human-labour. They do not accept art as the reflection of life. Therefore, they always hate, condemn and devalue the class struggle. During the period of People’s War (PW), they always dreamt of ending the PW and People’s Movement by military repression. All these anti-people ideas failed. The PW and People’s Movement advanced ahead with the unprecedented participation of the people.

Progressive literary figures accept the dynamic and living aspect of the reality but not the motionless and rigid aspect. The motion of human, nature and the thing is dynamic. That is the truth. Therefore, the person who cannot understand the motion, cannot understand truth. The true life is struggle. That is the contradiction of society. That is the people’s war and the people’s movement. 

The contradiction in society creates conflict and the conflict leads the life and society. In this sense, truth is considered to be the rising sun that rises the next morning. So, the truth is a hope and belief. This is how the PW and People’s Movement raised hope and belief among the people. 

In the contradiction of death and life, illusion and reality, negative and positive, the beautiful creations and arts are created. Art is an object. This is the object of the experience and feeling. Therefore, art and literature has been continuously influenced by the PW and people’s movement. Art is the reflection of history because history is made by human labour, class struggle and the struggle against nature. Art is born due to the reaction or reflection of struggle whether it is subjective or objective. The PW brought a great reflection in art 

Art and literature cannot be separated from ideology and human world; a decade long people’s war gave life to art and literature. As we bring the breath out of the human body, it changes into corpse. Likewise, if we bring the PW out of the literature and art of this period nothing is left to say literature. That is why art and literature cannot be separated from politics. 

Marx says, “Human being, from his labour, not only products commodities but also art and creations.” The source of aesthetic value is labour, production and struggle. Because of this reason, the PW became a source of aesthetics. Contemporary literature that is connected with ideology, politics, production and society is a living literature. 

The literature that is being created these days should speak against feudalism, obsoleteness and the admiration for it. This cannot be neutral or quiet against foreign intervention. The leaders of the parliamentary system could not even change the commas and full stop without suggestions from their foreign masters. This tradition should end and the Nepalese people should make their own decisions. Waiting for phone call from Delhi and Washington for every decision has been the colonial tradition for the Nepalese people. Along with the liberation from feudalism, the expression of the federal democratic republic should be in art and literature. 

Literature and art should not order or orient to slavery, dependency and servitude through aesthetic idealism and feeling. Idealism that expresses the best ambition, necessity, feeling and ideology of the majority of the people expresses the highest conduct. At last, art is the expression of human existence that has been transformed into things and objects. Transformation of ideology into object and object into ideology is dialectics. In this sense, the idealism that Nepalese society is seeking is the democratic republic. The type of expressions in literature is the democratization of literature. The People’s Democracy should be for the interest of all the labouring people of the nation. It should be under the demand of People’s War and the People’s movement. It should be under the new ideas that can finish of all the old mechanisms.

Without destroying all the pompous and big sounding words, dramatic assurance, sweet speech and sweet sounding talks, we can’t follow the aspiration of the PW and the People’s Movement. The broken clay pot cannot be rejoined as the old power cannot be made new by colouring it. These activities are only efforts to fool the people. The democratic republic cannot adjust within the old broken clay pot without building a new one. Likewise, we the people cannot even feel question democratic republican experience in the old broken feudalistic structures and ideas.

The old cannot be a new only after given new name to it. That is illusion, deception and trickery. These all are not accepted in democratic republican literature. The reflection of new society should be reflected in literature and art. The objectives and goal of literature and art cannot be different from the objectives and the goal of the contemporary society, political ideology and the struggle of the people. Therefore, the goal of the literature and art cannot be differentiated from the goal of the federal democratic republic of Nepal.

– Gyanwali is a prominent progressive literary figure of Nepal.            

International

Excellent conditions for revolutionary upsurge

The world capitalist system is undergoing a deepening recession that can only result in the massive destruction of productive forces and further concentration of capital in the hands of a few. This global economic malaise is now causing production slowdowns, massive job losses, worsening impoverishment and intensified exploitation and oppression of the proletariat and ordinary people in the capitalist centers, with even worse consequences for peoples in the Third World. 

The bursting of the biggest financial bubble in history and the severest financial crisis since the Great Depression have already caused the collapse and subsumption of many of the largest banks and financial institutions, the sweeping credit crunch, the continuing meltdown of stock markets and near paralyzation of other financial markets. 

The financial crisis has become so acute that, aside from several hundred billions already thrown in, the US government has allocated $700 billion and is planning to pour in more funds in a vain attempt to salvage the “toxic assets” of finance giants and buttress the battered capitalist financial system in the US and abroad. More than a trillion dollars is being poured in by the US and other imperialist governments and big finance capitalists to salvage more collapsing banks and financial markets in other capitalist countries. 

These measures have, however, only been met with doubt and skepticism over their effectivity in stemming the financial crisis. After a few gasps of apparent resuscitation, financial markets have only continued to plunge. All these massive diversions of taxes and funds to rescue losing finance giants from their own greed have only angered the impoverished masses much divested of social assistance and made more miserable in the face of deprivation and worsening economic hardships. 

The current crisis besetting the global capitalist system reaffirms the correctness of the Marxist-Leninist critique of the moribund capitalist system and the need to overthrow it through revolutionary struggle and supplant it with a socialist order. 

The rotten capitalist system has become even more absurd and unproductive as the imperialists are engaged in ever greater financial speculation and accumulation of surplus finance capital than in production. Meanwhile, accelerating overproduction of surplus capital leads to cyclical overproduction in the real economy with piles of unsold inventories of houses, cars, computers, food items and other commodities, followed by production slowdowns, underconsumption and stagnation. The result is massive destruction of productive forces and billions of people around the world condemned to unemployment, poverty, hunger and utter desperation. 

At the root of the current financial crisis is the concentration and accumulation of capital which has resulted in the ballooning of finance capital detached from production in the real economy. The amount of surplus capital employed in financial speculation has grown several times bigger than productive capital. The current financial crisis, in particular, was triggered by the accumulation by big finance capitalists of trillions of dollars of overblown assets and superprofits from the housing and subprime derivatives bubble. 

As a result of the unproductive accumulation of finance capital, industrial production has turned recessive and presently continues to contract. Joblessness in the US is at a five-year high, with the number of unemployed expected to swell by another million by year’s end. This is on top of the 9.5 million already unemployed in the US. Underemployment is soaring to even higher record levels. The consumption crisis, following the burst of the housing bubble, has become protracted and has made a turn for the worse. Previous irrational capitalist overproduction has turned to disastrous stagnation and underconsumption. 

In the face of the worsening crisis of the capitalist system, it is the miserably pauperized working class and ordinary people who suffer the most. More than a trillion dollars have been used to salvage losing finance capitalists in the imperialist countries and provide their losing executives with tens of billions in “golden parachutes.” On the other hand, the mass of their working class and ordinary people whose tax payments provided these funds, are left with practically nothing. 

The imperialists have been forcing trade and investment liberalization and denationalization policies on their semicolonies as a means of further exporting their surplus capital, dumping their surplus products, plundering natural resources and taking advantage of the cheap labor and raw materials in their semicolonies. This has resulted in the large-scale destruction of productive forces, and mass unemployment, poverty and hunger in these countries. The spread of the global crisis of capitalism and the intensification of the exploitation and oppression of the working class and oppressed people are worsening even further the chronic crisis in the semicolonies and impoverished nations. 

As its “solution” to the threat of the worsening global capitalist crisis on the flimsy semicolonial and semifeudal economy, the puppet Arroyo regime is further opening up the national economy to foreign investments, plunder of the natural resources, lopsided neocolonial trade, increased deficit government spending, more public and foreign borrowings, and even more intensified taxation of the people. The US and its puppet regime are pushing more policies and measures geared towards the removal of whatever remaining protection there is for the national patrimony and the interests of the toiling masses and the people. The policies include the long-standing scheme to change the constitution of the reactionary government to prolong the reign of the ruling regime. 

These policies and measures aim to further open up the economy and resources of the country to the ravages of the imperialists and their big comprador and big bureaucrat accomplices. Instead of alleviating the crisis, the resulting production downfalls, increased unemployment, intensified inflation, reduced consumption and heightened poverty and hunger will only worsen the economic crisis and heighten the people’s sufferings. 

The current crisis of the global capitalist system provides excellent conditions for revolutionary upsurge as the working class and other oppressed and exploited people all over the world who have been pushed to the wall have no other recourse but to further intensify their revolutionary struggles and advance their interests. 

The Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP) and the entire international proletarian revolutionary movement anticipate the reinvigoration and resurgence of the Marxist-Leninist-Maoist movement and the heightening of working class and people’s revolutionary struggles the world over. 

The worsening socio-economic crisis in the Philippines is pushing millions of workers, peasants and other democratic sectors to wage people’s struggles and advance and support people’s war. The CPP calls on all revolutionary mass forces to take advantage of the current situation to step up recruitment, consolidate their ranks and intensify their struggles. 

In the midst of the worsening crisis of the present system, the New People’s Army (NPA) will further intensify revolutionary armed struggle, launch more tactical offensives against the fascist armed forces, deal heavy blows on the US-Arroyo regime for its pro-imperialist, anti-democratic and antipeople policies and punish it for inflicting great harm and misery upon the people. 

Communist Party of the Philippines 

October 15, 2008

Booklovers turn to Karl Marx as financial crisis bites in Germany

Karl Marx is back. That, at least, is the verdict of publishers and bookshops in Germany who say that his works are flying off the shelves.

The rise in his popularity has of course, been put down to the current economic crisis. “Marx is in fashion again,” said Jörn Schütrumpf, manager of the Berlin publishing house Karl- Dietz which publishes the works of Marx and Engels in German. “We’re seeing a very distinct increase in demand for his books, a demand which we expect to rise even more steeply before the year’s end.”

Most popular is the first volume of his signature work, Das Kapital. According to Schütrumpf, readers are typically “those of a young academic generation, who have come to recognise that the neoliberal promises of happiness have not proved to be true.”

Bookshops around the country are reporting similar findings, saying that sales are up by 300%. (Though the fact that they are not prepared to quote actual figures suggests the sales were never that high).

Literature comes and goes and it is nice to see that trends are not always driven by slick marketing campaigns. Just as Rudyard Kipling would have been delighted that his poem The Gods of the Copybook Headings which contains the apt lines: “Then the Gods of the Market tumbled, and their smooth-tongued wizards withdrew.” is modish once more, so Marx would have reveled in the idea that an economic crisis had reignited interest in his works. (Not, you understand, because of the increased royalties that would be coming his way over the next few months were he still alive.)

Increasing numbers of Germans appear ready to out themselves as Marx fans in a time when it is fashionable to repeat the philosopher’s belief that excessive capitalism with all its greed finally ends up destroying itself. When Oskar Lafontaine, the head of Germany’s rising left-wing party Die Linke, said he would include Marxist theory in the party’s manifesto, in the outline of his plans to partially nationalise the nation’s finance and energy sectors, he was labeled as a “mad leftie” who had “lost the plot” by the tabloid Bild. But even Germany’s finance minister, Peer Steinbrück, who must have had some sleepless nights over the past few weeks, has now declared himself something of a fan. “Generally one has to admit that certain parts of Marx’s theory are really not so bad,” he cautiously told Der Spiegel.

“These days Marx is on a winning streak in the charm stakes,” Ralf Dorschel commented in the Hamburger Abendblatt.

But for those not quite ready to immerse themselves in Marxist theory, Marx’s correspondence to Friedrich Engels at the time of an earlier US economic crisis makes more entertaining reading. “The American Crash is a delight to behold and it’s far from over,” he wrote in 1857, confidently predicting the imminent and complete collapse of Wall Street.

Kate Connolly in Berlin, guardian.co.uk.
From the History

No Bullet in the Chamber

Here in the mountaintops of our Sierra, the voice of a distant world reaches us via the radio and newspapers. The media are more explicit in describing events abroad, because they are unable to mention the crimes committed here on a daily basis. 

Thus we learn of the disturbances and deaths in Cyprus, Algeria, Ifni, or Malaya, all of which have common characteristics: 

a) The government authorities “have inflicted heavy losses on the rebels.” b) There are no prisoners. c) “All goes normally” for the government. d) All the revolutionaries, no matter which country or region they are in, are receiving “secret aid from communists.” 

How much the world resembles Cuba! It is the same everywhere. A group of patriots is murdered, with or without arms, whether or not they are rebels. After a “ferocious struggle,” they fall under the guns of the oppressors. No prisoners are taken because all witnesses are killed. 

The government never suffers any casualties, which is sometimes true - since murdering defenseless individuals is not particularly dangerous. But sometimes it is also pure lying; the Sierra Maestra gives irrefutable proof of this. 

And finally, there is the handy accusation, as always, of “communists.” Those who are fed up with so much poverty and pick up a gun, wherever it may be, are “communists.” Those who murder the indignant people: men, women, or children, are “democrats.” 

How much the world resembles Cuba! But everywhere, as in Cuba, the people are standing up to brutal force and injustice. And it is they who will have the last word: that of victory. 

By Che Guevara, in El Cubano Libre no. 3, January 1958, Che was killed on October 9, 1967 by the Bolivian army who were trained by CIA.
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