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OUR HONOURED GUEST

Ho Chi Minh, President of the Demo-
cratic Republic of Viet-Nam, and his
party visited our counfry on June 8-12.
The Korean people greeted warmly Pre-
sident Ho Chi Minh, the distinguished
leader of the Viet-Nam people, who led
the Viet-Nam people in their long resist-
ance against the foreign imperialists and
to the glorious victory.

During their stay in our country, Pr‘e-
sident Ho Chi Minh and his party visit-
ed many of our major factories, farms
and schools and encouraged the Korean
people in their socialist construction.
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Premier Kim Il Sung welccming President Ho Chi Minh at

Pyongyang Airport Central News Agency Photo

Pyongyang City Mass Rally in honour of President Ho Chi Mink Photo by Kim Jum Yung
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Korean Question
and

World F"eacel

KIM SEUNG HYUNG

T HE KOREAN question is one of the most urgent

international questions to be solved for the cause of
peace in the Far East and the world and for the relaxation
of international tension.

This question has been one of the most important politi-
cal questions discussed at every annual meeting of the U.N.
General Assembly in recent years. The World Peace Council
also keeps on urging the peaceful settlement of the question.
Especially the Conference of Asian Countries held in New
Delhi in 1955 attached great significance to this question.

It is no exaggeration to say that no international meeting
or organizalion, whose mission is concerned with the pre-
servation of ~world peace and security, has not shown
interest in the Korean question.

World opinion has shown keen interest in the set-
tlement of the Korean question. This fact tells of what an
important bearing the question has on the development of
international relations.

In its resolution on easing world tension, the recent
Colombo  Session of the World Peace Council stated as
follows: “To unify Korea in accordance with fair and just
proposals as prescribed in the international agreements con-
stitutes an important step for peace.”

This statement is indeed the voice of hundreds of dele-
gates representing over sixty nations demanding the solu-
tion of the Korean question by means of negotiation instead
of force.

For the solution of the Korean question under present
conditions, a certain international guarantee is = re-
quired along with proper measures to be taken by the Kore-
an people themselves.

In consideration of this requirement, the Government of
the D.P.R.K. has repeatedly claimed that an international
conference with the broad participation of states concerned
must be held at the earliest possible date for the promotion
of the peaceful settlement of the Korean question,

Along this line, the Government of our country again put
forward a proposal in its declaration of June 26.

In his speech at the rally in honour of Ho Chi Minh, Pre-
sident of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, who visited
Korea on July 8, Premier Kim II Sung made clear once



again the stand of the Government of the
D.P.R.K. on the question of the country’s
peaceful unification, emphasizing:

“We maintain that the provocative acts of
the American side in preparation for a new
war must be stopped immediately, and an
international conference with the broad pat-
ticipation of states concerned be held to dis-
cuss the Korean question.

No one doubls that such: a imeeting will
make a great contribution to the solution of
the Korean question, first of all, by effecting
the withdrawal of the foreign armed forces
from the Korean territory, a prerequisite to
the realization of the country’s unification.

Now that the Korean armistice is exposed
to a serious menace by the provocative aets
of the American imperialists, the sincere
effort of our Government to solve the Korean

question peacefully is enjoying the warm

support of the peace-loving people the world
over.

On June 27 (he Government of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China made public an an-
notincement giving a full support to the pro-
posal of the Government of the D.P.R.K,
which urged the convening of an internation-
al conference of states concerned.

On July 6, the Soviet Government also
issued a statement in support of the two
governments.

Government authorities and social circles

of many other countries, are also giving
supporf to the proposal of our Government.

For . instance, the Tokyo Times was in
favor of this proposal editorially. And th(\? Al
Akhbar published in Egypt - wrote: “The
Korean question ought to be settled by peace-
ful means.” S

However, the U.S. imperialists who keep
on obstructing ‘the realization of every prac-
ticable measure for the promotion of the
peaceful 'seftlement of the Korean question
let out once again their scheme to enforce the
colonial enslavement policy on South Korea
instead of seeking a way for the peaceful set-
tlement of the Korean question. At a press
conference held on July 2, U.S. Secretary of
State Dulles said that at present the pro-
spect for holding such an international con-
ference is not good. _ ;

Trying nonsensically to slander the Korean-
Chinese side as “provocative”, Dulles repeat-
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ed his view that only whensour side accepts
“elections under the U.N: s#ipervision™] which
are aimed at converting all* Korea into an
American colony, will an.infernatienal -con-
ference be held. It is no wonder that the Ame-
rican delegate of the Military Armistice Com-

- mission announced that his side would un-

ilaterally abrogate paragraph 13-d of the
Armistice Agreement. . PHT

The provocative: scheme  of the U,S, im-
perialists, who are more interested in pro-
voking another war in Korea than in the
peaceful solution of the Korean question,
has aroused the indignation of the people
throughout the world.

According to ‘Moscow radio “The Soviet
people, together with the Korean people, are
much incensed at another U.S. provocative
act of opposing peace in Korea.” |

‘The Soviet Governmient issued its state-
ment, which reads: s

“The aim of the provocative act ol the U.S.
Armiy is to undermine the Korean Armistice
Acreement and convert Korea into one of
their atomic, bases in the Far East. It runs
counter to the common desire of people for
the enhancement of trust between nations
and for the :consolidation of peace in Asia

" and the rest of the world. The Soviet Govern-

ment warns against the U.S. illegal act of
undermining the Korean - Armistice “Agree-
ment, and considers it necessary to'make it
clear that the United States Government must
be held fully responsible for all the . conse-
quences arising_therefrom.” 1
The Chinese paper People’s Daily of July
98 stressed in its editorial as follows:
“The declaration . issued by the Govern-
ment of Chila expresses the firm resolution
of the six hundred million Chinese people
to safeguard peace in Korea. The' Korean:
Armistice Agreement is the fruit won by the
blood of the Korean and Chinese peoples,
and the unswerving endeavour of the peace-
loving people of the world. The unilateral

abrogation of any one paragraph of the

Armistice Agreement and any scheme {o
destroy peace in Korea and Asia will never
be tolerated.” e

The peoples of the Soviet Union and
China — an invincible foriress for world
peace — are on the side of Korea. Their firm

stand signifies a grave warning against

insane American provokers.
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It can be said that the Korean question
is, as it were, a touchstone whereby we can
test the attitude of any government or any
individual; it distinguishes the path of peace
from that of war. It is clear that to follow
the dangerous American line on the Korean
question means aggravating tension in the
Far East and augmenting the danger of
another war in Korea.

The unjust stand of the American side on
the Korean question has met with strong
opposition not only of the countries in the
socialist camp but also of neutral nations
and even some of American satellites.

Prime Minister of India Nehru, who made
contribution to the conclusion of the Korean
Armistice Agreement, condemning the Ame-
rican move to introduce new weapons into
South Korea, said:

“To supply atomic weapons to the whole
world sows the seed of suspicion, distrust,
and danger among states.” :

Among the Japanese people, one of the
neighbours of Korea, unrest prevails, for they

- fear the direct effect of the American adven-

ture upon their own nation.

Slashing the U.S. plot of undermining the
Korean Armistice ‘Agreement as an act of
sowing trouble, the Japanese leading paner
Asahi -~ Shinbun commented:  “The U.S.
sabotage of the Korean Armistice Agreement

is a menace to the people who are aspiring
after peace in Asia.” ; o

America’s stand on the Korean ques--
tion is-the target of adverse criticism of the
public quarters in Thailand which has been
drawn into SEATO by the United States, Al
a press conference Khlau Norapati, Secretary
of the Sethakors Parly and member of Thai-.
land parliament, said: “The people of Thai-
land are firmly opposed to this kind of move
on the part of the U.S. To tell the truth, the
United Stales is a swindler of the most cun-
ning type in the world.”” -

Public opinion in Britain is that the move
taken by the U.8. will make the realization of
peaceful - unification of Korea impossible
after all.

Thus the tide of world opinion turns to the
peaceful settlement of the Korean question.
This fact demonstrates that the stand of the
Korean people is just,

International developments around the
Korean question clearly reflects the struggle
of the forces of two camps — peace and war.
In the course of settling the Korean ques-
tion the United States is becoming more and
more | isolated in  the international arena,
which means the general failure of the U.S.
colonial aggressive policy. s

All the peace-loving peoples in the world
are always with us Korean people. This is
a reliable guarantee of peace in Korea.

——p-dll P ————

Election Campaigns are
in Full Swing

ELECT]ONS to the highest state organ,
the Supreme People’s Assembly, are to be
held on August 27.
Now election campaigns are in full swing
throughout the country. Elections of deputies
to the Supreme People’s Assembly will take
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place: when -socialist construction in the
northern  part of the country is proceeding
apace with the enhanced political and labour
enthusiasm. of rthe working people: under’ the
leadership of the Warkers' Party of Korea
and the Government of the D.P.R.K. and

5



when the nation-wide struggle for the peace-

ful unification of the country is in the as-
cendant.

. The elections will mark an event of great
1mportanc53 in fortifying further the people’s
power which was established at the unani-
mous will of the Korean people and defended
with their blood. Moreover, they will serve to
promote the peaceful unification of the coun-
try, and demonstrate the political and ideolo-
gical unity of the Korean people.

The Koreans, who are bent on building
a happier life under the banner of their glori-
ous country, the Democratic People’s Repu-
blic of Korea, will show their solidarity in
:adrmqistering a telling blow to the American
imperialists and the Syngman Rhee clique
who are scheming fo provoke another war in
Korea by wrecking the Armistice Agreement.

It was in August 1948 that the Korean
people elected for the first time in their
history the highest organ of state represent-
ing the will of the entire nation. As a result
the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
was founded in September of the same year.,
The forthcoming elections of deputies to the
Supreme People’s Assembly will mark the
second time.

In the first nation-wide elections held on
August 25, 1948, 572 deputies re resenting
the people from every walk of life both in
North and South Korea were elected.

In North Korea, 99.97 per cent of the re-
gistered voters went to the polls, and 212
deputies were elected with 98.49 per cent of
the total votes.

In  South Korea, violent suppression and
terror by the American imperialists and the
Syngman Rhee clique made it impossible to
conduct direct balloting. Such being the
situation, the deputies from South Korea to
the Supreme People’s Assembly were elected
through indirect suffrage. 77.52 per cent of
the voters in South Korea, despite terror
and suppression, took part in electing 1,080
representatives from every walk of life to
form the Conference of People’s Representa-
tives of South Korea. And the representa-
tives elected by secret ballot 360 deputies to
the Supreme People’s Assembly, one deputy
for every 50,000 of the population. The
deputies thus elected represented all political
parties and social organizations, and indivi-
duals without any party affiliation were also
elected.

i

The First Session of the Supreme People’s
Assembly held in Pyongyang on September
2, 1948 with the participation of 572 deputies
elected both in North and South Korea
adopted the Constitution of the D.P.R.K. The
decision on the formation of the government
of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
was endorsed at the Assembly.

Many years have passed since the first
elections. Article 36 of the Constitution of
the D.P.R.K. stipulates: “Deputies to the
Supreme People’s Assembly are elected for
a term of four years.” But in 1950, the Ame-
rican imperialists and Syngman Rhee clique
invaded the northern part of our country,
and we had to fight over three years to repel
the American aggression. And the post-war
situation obliged us to postpone the elections
of a new Supreme People’s Assembly. Article
46 of the Constitution stipulates: “Should ex-
traordinary circumstances arise, the sittipg
Supreme People’s Assembly may exercise its
power exceeding the term of office prowd_ed
for in the Constitution as along as the cir-
cumstances continue.”

The new Supreme People’s Assembly will
be instituted as provided for in Article 45 of
the Constitution which reads: “Prior to the ex-
piration of the term of office of the Supreme
People's ~ Assembly, its Presidium shall ar-
range the holding of elections to the succeed-
ing Supreme People’s Assembly.” Thus the
new elections are held under a decree of the
Presidium of the Supreme People’s Assem-
bly.

The present situation is different from the
time when the first elections were held. As is
set forth in the decree of the Presidium of the
Supreme People’s Assembly, the elections will
be held only in the areas where the Demo-
cratic People’s Republic of Korea exercises its
power. It is now impossible to extend such
elections to South Korea due to the American
occupation.  But the forthcoming elections
will be held on a popular and democratis
basis, which has on a larger scale been ex-
tended with the progress of the country. In
the previous elections citizens who had
reached the age of twenty enjoyed the right to
elect and to be elected, whereas the new
election law lowered the age to eighteen.
Such a change is of great significance ior the
political life of the Korean people. The
foundation of our country has been further
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consolidated under the correct policy of the
Workers’ Party of Korea and the Govern-
ment of the D.P.R.K. in the struggle for the
peaceful unification of the country and for
socialist construction in the northern part of
the country.

The past twelve years witnessed a" great
material and cultural advancement and en-
hancement of political consciousness of the
people.

Given such political right, our young
people will display their creative initiative
for accelerating the peaceful unification of
the country and for advancing socialist con-
struction in the northern part of the country.

Special mention should be made of the new
measure to resfore political rights to those
who committed crimes in the past against the
country and the people. This time they will
be pardoned, provided they take an
active part in the struggle for the peaceful
unification of the country and for socialist
construction in the northern part of the coun-
try. They will be allowed to exercise the
right to vote in the coming elections.

This is evidence of the constant exten-
sion of the democratic principles in relation
to our election system.

The democratic character of our election
system finds expression in the strict observ-
ance of the fundamental principles of elec-
tion (universal, equal and direct suffrage
by secret ballot) as well as in the imple-
mentation of all provisions of election re-
gulations — register of voters, establish-
ment of constituency and sub-constituency,
functions of election commiltees, procedure
of nominating candidates and veling, and
confirmation of returns.

The principles of democratic elections
have been established in our country in only
ten odd years and the implementation of
them has become a national tradition of our
country.

What then are the basic characteristics
of our democratic election system?

Firstly, all voters are guaranieed the right
to express their free will.

Secondly, election committees are organ-
ized by voters themselves, their everyday
business being subject to the control of the
masses of the people.

Thirdly, deputies elected are answerable
to their constituents in their activities. In
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this ~ way, the constituents are able

to play to the full their role as the masters
of the state.

But, what is the picture of South Korea?
In South Korea the people are deprived
even of their elementary rights: freedom of
speech, the press, assembly and association,
not to speak of universal and equal suffrage.
The so-called “elections” the Syngman Rhee
clique staged now and then under the direc-
tion of the American imperialists are noth-
ing but a farce. '

In order to maintain their doomed fas-
cist rule, the Syngman Rhee clique ammend-
ed on several occasions their “ nstitution,”
“election regulations” and others. Not in-
frequently they come out with new ‘“rules
and regulations” to exclude from elections
anti-Syngman Rhee elements even within
the ruling circles, let alone the working
people. Syngman Rhee’s “election regula-
tions” denies the nomination of the repre-
sentatives of the working people. According to
the “draft regulations for elections to the
national assembly” which the Syngman
Rhee clique have worked out for the elections
next year, one who wants to run for
the “national assembly” must deposit 500,000
hwan with the Syngman Rhee’s government.

Such restrictions are seldom found even
in other capitalist countries. Moreover, citi-
zens under 25 years old are not granted
the right to be elected in South Korea, with
the result that a large number of young
working people are totally precluded from
government and political life. In addition,
the Syngman Rhee clique place various
restrictions so as to suppress election cam-
paigns of the oppositions, and, still worse,
to make free with violation of the “regula-
tions”, and to concoct “wins” with the help
of terror and intrigue. The “election of Pre-
sident and Vice-President” on May 15 last
year is a good example of the true
character of the South Korean “elections.”

But what is the situation in North Korea?
The people have a feeling of honour and pride
of being the masters of the land. They will
soon exercise their franchise in a free at-
mosphere in the areas under the jurisdiction
of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea.

Now the political and labour enthusiasm
of the people who are resolved to further
consolidate the people’s power is greatly
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enhanced; in such
circumstances the
elections are in
full swing.

The Central
Election Commi-
ttee  has been
formed to guide
electoral work
with the repre-

sentatives of poli-
tical parlies, soci-
al organizations,
and individual
personages. And
by July 8 provin-
cial and city Peo-
ple’'s  Committees
helped to form
district  election
commitiees. Es-
tablishment  “of
constituencies has
also been done.

The C.C. of the
United Demo-
cratic Fatherland
Front, all political
parties and
social organiza-
tions  have  dis-

Poster for elections of
deputies to the Supreme
People’s Assembly

cussed and taken measures for the suc-
cessful conduct of elections.

The C.C, of the United Democratic Father-
land  Front addressed an appeal “To the
Entire Korean People in Connection with
Elections to the Supreme People’s Assembly.”
IL calls on all voters to take part in the elec-
tions for building a still happier life, and for
promoting prosperity of our country,

In response (o the appeal of the C.C. of
the U.D.F.F, the North Korean Democratic
Party, Chundokyo Chungwoo Parly, Bud-
dhist League and the North Korean Chris-
tian Union held meetings to discuss ways
and means of ensuring the elections, and
cach adopted relevant decisions.

The C.C, of the North Korean Democratic
Party decided to carry on propaganda among
its entire party members, merchants, indus-
trialists, and Christains so as to help them
understand the political significance of the
forthcoming elections, the superiority of the
people’s democratic system, achievements of
the people’s power after liberation, in sharp

contrast to the anti-popular character of the
rule of the American imperialists and the
Syngman Rhee . clique  in = South Korea
The decision stresses that the entire party
members should take an active part in {he
work of consolidating the U.D.F.FP. with the
Workers' Party of Korea, the guiding and
leading force of the Korean people, as its
core,

In towns and villages factory and office
workers, miners and farmers are holding
meetings to nominate their candidates. Par-
ty and government leaders, public figures,
production organizers, labour innovators,
noted literary men and artists and other
patriots from every walk of life are being
nominated. In many ' constituencies voters
have nominated Party and government
leaders. :

On July 14 when the nomination of can-
didates began, Kim Il Sung, Chairman of
the C.C., Workers" Party of Korea and con-
currently Premier of the D.P.R.K., was nomi-
nated in many constituencies — Moonduk
and Seungho, South Pyongan Province, Sa-
dong in Pyongyang, Yeungheung, South
Hamkyung Province, Ryongchun, Pakchun
and  Sakjoo, " North Pyongan  Province,
Hwangjoo and Songrim, North Hwanghai
Province, Pohang, North Hamkyung Pro-
vinee, Byoksung, South Hwanghai Province,
Anbyun and Chunnai-ri;, Kangwon Pro-
vince.

When nominating Premier Kim Il Sung at
the employees’ meeting at the Anjoo Colliery
belonging to the Moonduk constituency,
Kim Sung Chan with his career of over
thirty years in the mine said:

“Comrade Kim Il Sung, the beloved lead-
er of our people, is a genuine patriot and an
outstanding leader who has devoted him-
self to the interests of our people and working
class, So it is the greatest honour for us to
nominate Comrade Kim Il Sung as a candi-
date from our constituency.”

Next speaker was Rim Soon Nyo, widow
of a deceased miner and a mother of four
children. Under the profound solicitude of
the Government, she is given every care.
She said at the meeting:

“Premier Kim 1l Sung has fought for the
emancipation ‘of women. I express my full
agreement’ to nominating Premier Kim 11
Sung.”

To greei the elections labour enthusiasm of
the working masses is mounting.
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Li Moon Hyon working on the construction
site of the Bongoong Chemical Factory told:

“Since the decree on the elections to the
Supreme People’s Assembly was made public,
our work of expanding the sodium shop has
been speeded up, showing the rate 1.2-1.5
times higher than before, Greeting the elec-
tions, we're resolved to complele the project
ahead of schedule, by the end of July, and
then undertake another one."” ;

Members of the Daian agricultural co-op in
Sariwon called a general meeting on June 30,
and renewed their resolve to harvest 114 tons
of grain, which was planned at the beginning
of the year.

Election  campaigns now.  carried on
serve to show thal the Workers' Party of

Korea and the Government of the D.P.RK,
the reliable champions of the interesis of the
Korean people, enjoy the warm affection and
support of the entire people, and that the peo-
ple show boundless loyally and patriot
and that the Party, Government and the peo-
ple are unbreakably united as one..

The Koreans, who passed through the
miserable situation of a nation without sover-
eignty, have won national independence and
become masters of the state — the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea. Proud of this,
people make every effort to strengthen 1
people’s power. No wonder they are display-
ing their enthusiasm for electing. a new
Assembly — a cryslallization of their united
force,

e e e S o
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Current Trends in Korean Literature

SUH MAN IL

TO DWELL upon current trends in
Korean literature, one needs to re-
trospect the Second Writers’ Congress held
about a year ago. For the Second Writers’
Congress manilested an affirmative role,
marking a new mile-stone in our literary
history. N

The Second Writers' Congress was great-
ly encouraged and inspired by the historic
90th Congress of the C.P.S.U. and the Third
Congress of the Workers' Party of Korea.

The 20th Congress of the C.P.S.U. bold-
ly freed the consciousness and life of man-
kind from all shades of doctrinairism. It
mobilized collective wisdom and ability in
solving complicated problems and surmount-
ing all hardships and difficulties. It ena_bled
the people to spread freely the creative wings
of Marxism-Leninism. Men began to speak
out more freely their own mind and re-
cognize their shortcomings. Men also began
to think in a creative way.

The success of the 20th Congress of the
C.P.S.U., which has brought about tremen-
dous changes and guaranteed a brilliant new
victory on the ideological iront, stimulated
our writers’ urge for creation.

Then the Third Congress of the Workers'
Party of Korea further promoted the unity
of ideas and will of our writers, and enhanc-
ed their creative zeal. In consideration of
the priceless experiences and achievements
attained by the advanced Parties of other
countries our Party Congress urged each of
the Party members to consolidate the Lenin-
ist principles in his Party life. At the same
time, the Congress set forth the fundamental
line of the First Five-Year Plan aimed at
socialist construction in the northern part
of the country, and indicated the most effec-
tive means of accelerating the peaceful uni-
fication of the country — the immediate and
most urgent ftask of the Korean people.

10

All writers assembled under the b"a'nne-r
of the Writers’ Congress. The hall was aliva
with many keen discussions in a free, cre,.
tive atmosphere. Voices were heard from {pq
rostrum. Some discussed the Leninist prip.
ciples on aesthetics; some developed theijp
theoretical views on the ideological unity of
writers; others spoke about the narrow-min.
ed interpretation of Socialist realism, pojpt.
ing out the errors that appear in creatiye
work. Many writers stressed an artistic, true
reflection of life and rejected the harmfy]
pseudo-sociological views..They accused the
easy-going writers of pufting a gloss on re.
ality.

Of all these discussions, the one which
attracted most attention of the audience was
a question of getting rid of doctrinairism and
schematism, which run counter to Socialist
realism.

Merciless  criticism ~ of  doctrinairism
dogmatism and schematism in literary works.
and the struggle for eliminating their cop.
sequences, were in themselves the very re.
flection of the spirit of our time, marking a
turning-point in the development of gy
literature.

Thus we could say that our writers went
to the heart of matters at the Congress.

What, then, emerged from these discys.
sions? e :
It was made plain, first of all, that doc.
trinairism originated from an incorrect under.
standing of partisanship, from a vulgar in.
terpretation of Socialist realism, and from
a lack on the part of writers to understand
real life and the laws of its development.

Our writers, therefore, during their earn-
est discussions, never voiced distrust in Soci-
alist realism as a creative method nor tried
to blame others for their shortcomings.

In fact, all errors were made in our crea-
tive activities rather from our blind love of
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literature than from ignorance. Therefore,
with the theoretical elucidation that Social-
ist realism is the most appropriate, rich
and excellent creative method of literature,
we came to realize that the root of our past
errors did not lie in any shortcomings
latent in Socialist realism, but in our in-
correct interpretation of it.

This can be explained by the fact that
some writers have written superficially about
life, through a ‘rosy colour’ and put stress
only on the affirmative side of reality with-
out criticism. As a consequence of wrong
interpretation of Socialist realism, stereotyp-
ed, uninteresting work with no individuality
claimed its position in our literary field. To
wit, Socialist realism was applied as some-
thing of an established formula and prescrip-
tion in literary work.

Dogmatic or slogan-mongering works
are, as is the case with those which distort
life, alien to the literary works based on
Socialist realism.

In order to depict and develop real life in
the historical, positive and revolutionary
processes, the writers have to arm them-
selves, first of all, with the materialistic-dia-
lectic world outlook. Writers are also requir-
ed to make a profound study of, and posi-
tively participate in, life.

Socialist literature calls for more clear-
cut individuality, characterislic style, and
taste than any other literature. Consequenti-
ly the writers should acquire a high artis-
fic skill to depict life with true ideological
content.

It should be emphasized here that the Ko-
rean writers, despite such heated argument
on the method of creation. were free from
errors and devialion committed by certain
writers of the fraternal countries.

Mention should be made of 'a {endency
that up to recently prevailed in some coun-
tries, the tendency of letting their animated
discussion on Socialist realism take the form
of an ideological expression of sharp class
struggle. In such cases very often their ex-
pressions assume a political nature, going
far beyond the aesthetic boundary. In certain
countries we find some  writers standing for
“absolute freedom™ or “unlimited rights” in
the domain of creation; they went so far as
to level vile slander against Socialist real-
ism; when they 'were unable to turn out
good works, or when (things were 'not to
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their liking they tended to lay their failing to
Socialist realism. Needless to dwell on whom
these  writers were serving and what
consequences were brought about by them.

It is by no means fortuitous that through
the discussions Korean writers have shown
an ideological unity while each maintained
his position. In this way the correct and firm
implementation of the policy of the Party im-
pelled our literature and art to new heights.

Mention should also be made of the suc-
cessful elimination of the criminal influences
of cerfain writers in our ranks. They belong-
ed to a faction of reactionary nihilist writers;
among them were pseudo-literary men who
occupied leading positions in the administra-
tion and careerists who stopped at nothing
to gain their ends.

Of great importance in our history of
literature was the existence of KAP which
was formed in the 1920's by progressive and
revolutionary writers and artists who fought
for the interest of the working people against
the Japanese rule of exploitation. They put
up the slogan of “Struggle against Imperi-
alism and Feudalism.” Many wrilers who
formed the core of KAP are with us today,
playing a leading role in literature, It was
the correct policy of the Workers’ Party of
Korea that guided the KAP to become
the main revolutionary current in the
Korean literature and brought up many
young writers in the revolutionary spirit.

Perhaps at no other time in the history
of our literature were there such keen aesthe-
tic discussions. But the discussions are not
vet over.

NEW RESULTS

The spirited aesthetic argument following
the Writers' Congress undoubtedly stimulat-
ed creative impulses of our writers. Parti-
cularly it is worthy of note that creative
energy was put into the field of poetry. Re-
cently, . our world of poetry has flowered
with  variQus blossoms, each with its own
colour, form and fragrance. Indeed, nothing
is more beautiful than the songs that each
poet sings in his unique voice about life.

Many poels pour out with passion the joys
of the people who are filled with the spirit
of the times, while representing lofty ideas
in short lyrical lines. Then there are also
those who depict life as if it were a picture.

1



Indeed a wealth of subject-malters and
characteristic forms and styles are to be wel-

comed.

Our two senjor poets Pak Pal Yang and
Pak Se Yung, after thirty years of lhdnr‘ crea-
live m:d c&nuﬁl‘m l'!._\el: cna‘uon with fresh
vi a tality. Fatigue is a thing un-
lm?:m o l!rem nruil triotic poems
have recently come from pens.
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fighting spirit of Marxism-Leninism. . The
bgamiifnL heroic inni’e‘r-tv;rmorll(lbeo(ll ltll;gu who
fook an active part iber move-
ment is skilf p.ll'ld vividly rcproduced He

who appeared in

s conlinue to grow in this new
manistic and patriotic inner.
sle who organized the anti.

i:bfiven a vivid .
younﬁ triot Si Dong is carefully
in Edenlopmu_l-ns a revolu.
ter against the background of the

century. Giving a true picture
mmjorevmg in the Korean history,

aders are delighted with the nationa)
,,::ieg and many traditional customs and
witty adages which fill the sloa?r. -
Besides these two writers, T must refer
to Choi Myung Ik’s hisotrical novel Susan
Taisa, and young talented writers — Hwang
Kun's Fatherland and Chun Se Bong's tri.
New Spring at the Sukgaiwool Village,
All these works depicted the noble, beautj.
ful yet simple and heroic features of the
Korean people and many aspects of their life,
Such achievements lm: n:glt' limited to the
genre of novels; ium-size novels
such as u.hsl-sng Hyun's Sirocco, Jo J
Kon's Fresh Greens and Li Keun Yung's The
irst Harvest were welcomed by the readers,
while Jun Jai Kyung, Pak Tai Min, Kim
Hyung Kyo, Yoon Si Chul, Suk In Hai and
women writers' Yim Soon Deuk and Li Jung
Sook wrole short stories. .
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In these stories, first of all, one will notice
of their artistic description.

A common characteristic of all these works
Itlhlh'ﬁmr?lﬁmﬂmh&am
and heroines who di mass heroism
in the anti-Ja s & and in the

Fatherland L tion War and
overcoming difficulties and g T

way of consolidating the countryside w

of their individuality. .
far there has not been a Korean dra-
matist who advocated in theory or in prac-
tice ““nT-ounu'ndlctm. Nevertheless rhce
appea some resenling  “non-
contradiction™ or glossin?om mﬁ A
mbly due 1o their insufficient know-
of life and lack of artistic .
But it is gratifying to note that such unde-
sirable things are gradually being bowed
out from dramas.
Playwright Shin Ko impressively pic-
tured through his My Vil agﬁhe rulil;i;l
our couniryside which is marching forward

£

towards socialist construction. Another pla{- '

wright Kim Jai Ho, in his For Life, descri
ed most dramatically the contradiction be-
tween a doctor who values human life more
than anything else and a scientist who has
no concern whatsoever for it

Li Choong Hyun and Pak Tai Yung joint-
ly wrote the drama Ouf of Darkness, and Ryoo
!ii Hong published Wild Camomile.

In the field of scenario writing:#bé, notable
gains have been scored not only in quantily
but also in quality. Artistic characleristics of
recent scenarioes which dramatize the truth
of life, can be found in expression of mili-
tant feeling of our time, the quest for beauty
in_life, and discovery .of typical confradic-
tions.

Juvenile literature came out against open
sermons and dogmalic . advocating
an extension of the boundaries of children’s
life and inculcation of profound ideological
and artistic principles.

Many of our critics, who up to now frail-
ed behind works, boldly come forward to
conduct 3 systemalic study of authors and
artistic analysis of their works. Here, too,
gratifying results have been gained
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. dd%! ‘our writings come from
oot wwﬁh e Party policy. In fact, these
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voh of Socialist realism as the method
MM and from the fact that in depict-
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A Miner's Life

An Pa Yung

HE MORNING drizzle had changed into

“a downpour, The rain slashed against
windows. But the rain with all its intensity
could not dampen the congenial atmosphere
of the room. *

Six or seven miners sat around the table.
Everyoneé was ‘in_high spirits. The table was
loaded with good things to eat, and already
a few rounds of drinks had been served.

This was the house warming party of Choi
Kwang Oh, an elderly miner. He had mov-
ed into this new house a few days ago,
and he thought he should have a few young

14

friends of his pit to come ove
Sunday afler his family moved i
fortable and cheerful home.

r on the fir
nto this cog_

Several more wine cups wer ;
!'nunl(ll.. Then the host Choi Kwaneg (p)?,ssff.iﬁi
igﬁe: is mustache, started off in a. Senoqs

“Now you young fellows, listen t o
You guys are telling me I should takegn?ﬂe‘
lle easier work because I'm getting old s;
l-shm’:ld stop the pit work! Do you mean fo
say I'm no good any more? I don’t under-

NEW KOREA No. 0 + September, 1957

=27

sentation.f““l his

the artistic progress of the ﬁ?ﬁ%‘:: dicatgy,

0 utter .
South Kt(t)m

€an people, ﬂtk

stand this .... What do you think of this,

foreman?”
Kim Hyung Sik, the youn foreman, who

was in his early 20's unders right away
what the elder man meant.
“1 think you took us wrong. Because

are in our team we are ahead of other bri-
gades. We young miners are learning so
much from“you who have had long years of
expefiel'lce-

“Thanks, but you are exaggerating a little.
We are ahead of others because of your organ-
izational ability and the zeal of ex-service-
men. 1 only want to know if I'm a burden to
you young fellows.” Evidently the young
foreman’s words cheered the old man but he
pressed for an answer.

It was not without reason why on this
day Choi Kwang Oh had put this question to
his workmates.

In the Samshin Coal Mine where he
worked there were lwo Meriled Miners. He
and his good friend Kim Duk Joon were the
two honour members. However, Choi was
ten years senior to Kim in mining. He had
been at this mine for 35 years. He and Kim
had been working all these years, going
through thick and thin together. Between
them grew a strong brotherly tie.

It must have been about a week ago or
so, when he was coming home with Kim.
Their conversation touched on the day’s
work, the families and then each other’s
health. Then Choi said to his friend:

L You know 1 don’t feel a thing in
the morning when | go down to the pit. But
it isn't quite so when I come up after a
day's work. Do you think I'm getling old?”

“It could be. That's what I've been
{elling you. There is an old song which runs
something like this:

Wiih a cane in one hand,

And thorns in the other,

To chase coming silver

And to block departing youlh,

Alas! There must have been a short cul,

My hair is turning grey.

“So I'm telling you again. You'd better
go easy on your pit work. Perhaps you
should take something easier.”

Though his friend’s words were sincere,
Choi was not quite ready to take his advice.

in a rather determined manner he said:
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how would it fook?” the
Several days after the conversation he

was lold, more or less, the same thi
Pak Y Ki, Parly leader of the sixtll:a' le
and by manager of the mine. He was

advised o change his job and take care of
safely measures in the mine. And many
others coaxed him o take an easier job.

The kindness and concern of the people
for him moved him ly. Bul al the same
::eme he ;:lttt rmht;u‘l)u " dl: was told that

was - ,

This wu‘:\ll he told lln'thu §

“...1 may stop di MEF&“
Five-Year Plan is completed. But nol a
chance until then. So 1 wish you would not
say anything like this again.”

Since then Choi was very sensitive to
the young people’s attitude toward him in
the pit. He spent one whole afternoon
in showing a young new-comer how the work
should be done.

Choi was a man of few words, Never did
he reveal in the presence of others his feel-
ings. He always did more than his share say-
ing very little. He endured all the pain by
himself. He was trusted by everyone.

But lately he was ra talkative and
even joked, which seemed strange fo his co-
:_orkers. Yet they thought it was good for

im.

Choi would tell the young miners:

“Look here, this spot. If you see something
between two layers you must “dig out that
stuff first — that's right. Now, you have
it.... When you see the horizontal layers
like this here, you break the lower one first.
Then the upper one will fall down of itself.”

The young miners did as he told. They
digged surprisingly much coal before noon.
Watching the men, Choi thought the resuits
would be better if he told patiently the young
miners what he had learned in mining.

Sure, he had gone throu a hellish
life in his younger days, but experiences
16




- od during the. 35 years -of mining
:sho‘gﬁnfﬁt.be ::rg;sted. Furthermore, -he was
ven. such an honour ~as Merited Miner.
'ﬁg:iﬁ he told himself he should do better.
’ M i gt
_ o' -
" Choi picked up his cup and looked around
& ends. ' wo»
at‘l‘lil:"’et;ll-, let's have another drink. Let us
k to our brigade!”
dr-lge'lifted the gup with his callous hand
that bored the signs of his hard life. His
‘arms looked as if they were tatooed. But the
nols were bits of crushed coal imprinted
fge?re. One of the young fellows -lifting his
glass proposed: .
'ﬂ?‘slgop\:f-?gnen, I propose a toast to our elder,
Uncle Choi's health.” _ a
Then another man abruptly shouted.
‘“Now, Uncle, let's have your love story—
the story of your elopement.” * '
" “Oh, cut if out. Nobody ran away with any-
body. We had to do it, because we couldn’t
make a go of it.” Uncle Choi tried to change
the subject but no use. The young friends
were insistent. y
“All right, if you insist....” started out
the elder when a sharp voice from the kit-
chen interrupted. 7. ol
“Pa, you aren't going to tell them that
again."” His wife's voice brought a 'roar of
laughter. Despite his wife's protest he began
to tell the story. miob od |

e

It happened when he was 24 years old. So
it must have been some 30 years ago, at the
time when he was working in a  Japanese-
owned gold mine in South Chulla Province
in the southern parl of Korea. JE L
~ He lost his father at the age of six, and
followed his mother who wandered about
in search of some sort of menial work. But
she died when he was 14 years old. From
then on he was kicked around from pillar to
post. There was hardly any work—if you call
it work — that he did not try. i

It was when he was 20 years old, he found
a job in some gold mine, where he was made
to work twelve hours a day at the wage of

15 juns a day. His earnin did
feed himseli. gs did not even

While he was working at this gold mine he
happe_ned’ to make an acquaintance with Won
Lan, a fair maid of a poverty-stricken farmer

from the kitchen. p his narration

16

Veﬁgrj‘gn miner Choi Kwa;:g Ok sharing his experi-

 He used to meet this girl eve
Once they made promise to .meeotther day,
broke the engagement. But - gpe dm’f‘ther
sweetheart did not show up, He Wla't ?'hi’s
waited. But there .was no worq 'f; ®d anq
After several days of worries ang .iam her.
went to Won Lan’s house one night ]l.h.ens he
stood in a lonely spot at the oot ofe hoygg
No light-was to be seen. Standing p, }?_-hill,
tree he pricked up his ears to catch -ane. ind 4
coming from the house. But not a g 3’ Sounq
grabbed up a handful of dirt ang thn'd! He
the door. “Who was that?” came thel‘e_w.‘at
liar voice. He repeated whereupon g, fam;.
ed the door and stuck her head oyt € Open.
Even in the dim light he' :
sweet face, but thinner than us
disturbed.

When she came out to wh
standing she spoke in sobs.

“My father has so6 many debts :
sending me to Chinju. He is 3
to get some money.” As s
cheeks streamed with tears

could sgg o
ual ang o er

d muyey,

ere he Was

giving me a:'\rais
he said thig he};

‘Hearing the amount of debt,
her that something would be donegagzﬁr?d
Then he promised her he would be back 4
day after tomorrow at this tim the

. e.

~Wheni he went back to his place |

not fablitai%ieep. He had given F;Ier ehi;ea(;(:lllid
ance but he could not figure out Bl
the money. 5 . s - get

(At last he ‘woke up his bosom friend v
Ho Soo who'was sleeping by him_-r-[fgdh.y‘
he could open ‘his heart. They talked lm
worked out ' a plan, 4hd

: He decid
run away. One night he and Won Llasdwi%E

ences with young demobbed miners

"NEW KOREA No. 9 # September, 1957

{heir iriend found themselves on a north-
bound train. That was a long separation
from his native village.

The twenty years that he suffered in coal
mine pits under the Japanese rule were be-
yond description. He saw many a coal miner
die in mine disasters, and he himself buried
some 60 miners who worked with him.

Early in the morning he had to come to
the pit and not until late hours at night
could he get home. He hardly saw his family.
Every fifteen days or so when he had an off
day he had to get acquainted with his child-
ren again. He heard the wailing of the
wives and children at the mouth of pit, weep-
ing for their husbands and fathers who were
never to return.

There were hardly any safety measures
provided for miners in those days. Yet the
management demanded them to go down the
shaft, sometimes a few hundred meters deep,
and each miner had to carry up on his back
the coal he digged.

They were beaten and subjected to every
kind of abuse. But they did not hurry. Physi-
cally they were weak, but more than that they
did not want to help the grabber. In those
days seven miners made one team and if
they digged 6.5 tons a day in twelve
hours, it was thought very good. But usually
they dug less than that."

However, today the team of seven members
to which he belonged could dig 21 tons—
their daily quota—in eight hours. Sometimes
a team dug as much as 40 tons a day.

The country’s liberation, therefore, meant
much more to him who had such bitter life
under the Japanese. He tried heart and soul
to protect the honor of being member of the
Workers® Party of Korea. And he felt that
he possessed an unlimited spring of super-
human energy within him.

The Party and Government paid every at-
tention to making a happy life for the miners
who were downtrodden so long.

Every safety device was installed in the
mine. For the first {time - electricity ~was
brought into the pit. Miners—new masters
of the mine—put the mines in order and put
all their energy into mining.

Much of the work was mechanized. The
miners do not have to carry the coal them-
selves. Conveyer-belts are installed. Then
there were wagons which carried the coal
outside.

But this is not all. Realizing the import-
ance of the coal industry and the miners’ role
in it, in September 1955, the Government
decided to celebrate the third Sunday of Sep-
tember as Miners' Day every year,

The miners who had long suffered in the
old days are now enjoying a happy life under
the care of the people’s power. From amon
the ranks of miners came many Heroes o
Labour, Merited Miners and labour renova-
tors. Choi Kwang Oh is one of the honoured
group.

To him no quotas are too big. The Three-
Year Plan for the reconstruction of the na-
tional economy was surpassed by 20 per cent,

and the first half of this year's quota by 15
per cent.

*
=

Choi filling the cup continued:

“Do you remember what our good friend
Kim Duk Joon said when he took charge of
the safety affairs? He said nothing was so
precious as human life. A million tons of coal
mean nothing compared with a human life.
This is our Party's belief.” Aflter a short
pause he continued: “I'm telling you no good
will come from those who do not value hu-
man lives. But, of course, you all know that.
So why should I say more? Come, now, let's
have another round.”

While he was talking his wife came in
and sat down beside him. Looking at her he
said teasingly: "“Gosh, seems it was only
vesterday. In the moonlight you cried stand-
ing in my arms. ... But now your hair turn-
ed grey.”

Pretending she didn't hear him she said:

“When do you intend to go to see her?
It's already late today.” She was worried
because it has been sometime since he pro-
mised to go to see a girl for their son who is
in the army.

“I don’t have fo go o see her. He said she
was a model worker and her picture looked
very nice. They like each other. So if you
want {o go, go ahead.”

Conversation swung over
wedding.

It was gelling lale and gradually the
guests took leave one by one. When the house
was empty of guests the couple felt they were
immersed in true happiness and their life
richer than ever as there was so much work
yet to be done.

to their son's
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My IMpbeS(s”ions of Korea

ABDEL. SALAM BADRAN
Cultural Attache of Egyptian Embassy

in Ch

T IS a great pleasure to me to y.rrit_e_ d_o._wn

I- here fcn-g yourp.asteemed magazine the im-
pressions I received in your beautiful and
wonderful country. Really it has one of the
loveliest and the most fascinating land-
scapes in the world. Its uncomparable
ranges of hills with varied colour of flowers,
crowned with green crescents, ~with small
sireams running down their slope, are indeed
food for the soul. The interplay of shade
and sunlight on the slopes and in the valleys
is restful to the eyes and soothes fatigue and
anxiely. Truly, it is a land of charms = and
miracles.

I am sure that the nature of the land re«
flects the inspiration of its people and the
very counfry itseli inspires freedom, bravery,
courage, perseverence and resolution. It is not
strange that the people of this country have
inherited all these virtues from nature. This
country suffered more 'than once great de-
struction at the hand of colonisers and im-
perialist invaders. But its people today are
reconsiructing the country info: one of great
beauty and splendour.

I couldn’t believe my eyes when I saw the
miraculous underground theaire on the ‘Mo-
ranbong Hill, Pyongyang, and heard that it
was made in three months, It is truly one of
the greatest feats, comparable to those monu-
ments which have commemorated our fore-
fathers for thousands of years. Dug in solid
rock, during the war and under air-raids, it is
a well organized structure with six corridors
and provided with every facility and done in
enly three months! Marvellous! It is a
graphic illustration of the determined charac-
ter of these people.

Another' thing, the marvel of' matvels, is
the Fatherland ' Liberation War Memorial
Museum which consists of eight pavilions
containing not less than twenty halls, well
arranged, carefully designed and planned,
showing that these people honour heroism:

18

na.

and sacrifice for liberating their § :
It was built by the soldiers in fort;t}&ea-rlangi._
is. unbelievable. It seems beyond fhe o It
of man. I am astonished at the deter'min“t‘?er
and resolution of these people, alion
Another miracle -of the twentieth
tury is the Pyongnam Irrigation § £n.
which was made only in two Yoiom
Water runs  through 12 kilometrg Cars,
solid rock tunnels, and 889 kiloms A of
of artificial canals: a huge reservo'ire res
constructed ~at the bottom of 4 hill Was
three big pumping ' stations were gt b
Each raises 8 tons of water Per secma
Astonishment increases when ope 1;0 po
that 6,240,000 cubic meres of earth were A%
250 thousand cubic metres of concrete pg ug;
and 3,300 structures were built. Throuéht}ffd
%reféit project, tsg,oga_ hectares of pad d‘;
lelds are irrigated, bringing an ipc
60,000 tons Ofg rice yearl}g. A0 et
On my way to Pyongyang, I visi

agricultural co-operative wi%ich is 151;2?2;3
of 200 households or 850 'members, 950 o
them women. The co-op = grows rice op a

area of about 238 hectares. It is wel] or Eann
ized and provided with every facility fﬂr.th‘
welfare of its members. I was told that th 4
would increase the grain output from 5.5
tons to 8 per hectare this year. :

Examples of such heroi
n‘umerou%: to mention. e,

Here is the Textile . Combinat worki
smoothly and efficiently and incr&a;{r?ék.ltlﬁg
output every year despite the wanton destrye-
tion suflered at the hands of the aggressive
enemy. I saw an iron and steel works
which was demolished many {imes and
shifted to many places under or above
the ground. It gave the enemy a blow in time
of war and brings prosperify to the people
in' time of peace. Skilled workers are
working there with enthusiastic and pa-

“triotic spirit.
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The Agricultural and Industrial Exhibition
displays with arlistic taste samples of all the
products of the country, giving a clear idea
of the advance in every branch. 1 found mary
inventions made by the workers themselves,
and at the same time, very practical and very
cheap. '

I visited Kaesong, which really is a typical
Korean city. People are very active and per-
severant. This is clearly shown in their well-
cultivated fields forming a fine contrast to the

neglected ones just across the demarcation

line. 1 had a chance to meet the Senior
Delegate of the Korean-Chinese side to the
Military Armistice Commission. Here, I will
not forget to mention one of the greatest
miracles—the place where the armistice was
signed that was built in three days.

How could they do it?

Lastly, I should like {o say about Pyong-
vang. In less than one year it will be one of
the best cities in the world. Why do I say
this? 1 saw the new plans for the city, and

witnessed the studenis actively, diligently,
and patiently working in the reconstruction of
their beautiful cily during their vacalion. The
students are being wiSely guided in the direc-
tion of a peaceful life. To my great admira-
tion women are working side by side with

-men in all fields.

In my visits, meetings, parties and trips,
the observation which was of greai moral
value to me was that the people of the
D.P.R.K. entertain a sincere feeling of friend-
ship for Egypt. Such feelings are alsc enter-
tained by the Egyptians for the Korean peo-
ple. These friendly feelings are displaved to-
wards me wherever I went and this memory
will remain forever with me. 1 shall not fail
to convey it fo the Egyptians. 1 am eonfident
that the Edgy}ntians will appreciate these
friendly and sincere feelings.

In conclusion I can only ofier my hearty
congratulations to these gifted people who
enjoy such wise guidance and inspired lead-
ership.

HUMOUR

-t

A TIMELY FLATTERY

There was a high official who Lig shot and no one could very

“Sir, that was the best poem

had to hear flattery for every- well stop him. With an inward you have ever composed, Truly,
shing he said or did. He loved - groan of resignation they settled it was the work of a god!”

tc make a show of himself. There down to listen.

was nothing he did not know! The old

gentleman  stepped

“Mmm! Thank you! But, young
man, you haven't heard my poem
vet,” said the perplexed old

7 ‘as di ¢ 0O sly an mnoun
One evening he was dined by out pompously d ar ced gentleman;

his friends. After a few rounds the title of his masterpiece-to-be.
of the wine cup this man was in He was just

The young scholar answered,
ready. 75 M “I know, Sir. But 1 had to offer

high spirits. All evening he had forth when a young scholar, who st e to S 3ois oow. vie:

been boasting, as usual.

Suddenly he offered to recite
an impromptu poem. That his poem

knew. But, after all, he was & lone:

‘488 usually rather taclturn ana
reserved, suddenly
himself before

would be glbberish, everyone inan and sald

cause when you finish, everyone
Jresented present here will be complimenting
the old gentle- you jn unison. Then 1 am
in_ a dignified afraid my praise will be drowned
in the chorus!"

——— R e X A ——
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Social Insurance in Korea

PAK TAI JOON
Vice-Minister of Labour, D.P.R.K.

J \M“MW

inauiring abo
Qur. soacers wr%ﬁcujf :Irgz:.g:.n %Ve asked Pak Tai Joon, Vice-Minister

cratic People’s Republic ;
of Labour, to answer this question.

A M'WWW

TATE social insurance in the D.P.R.K.

is one of the major guarantees for the
steady improvement of material and cultural
wellbeing of factory and office workers.

Since the social insurance system was
put into force, the Workers’ Party of Korea
and the Government of the D.P.R.K. which
are always greatly concerned about the
improvement of material and cultural
standards of the working people, have sys-
tematically improved the system, and have
been allocating increasingly greater sums
to provide more material assistance to
them.

Under the social insurance system factory
and office workers receive a large amount
of extra benefits and allowances, which
actually increase their real incomes.

Enforcement of the social insurance was
made possible only after Korea was liber-
ated on August 15, 1945 by the Soviet Army.

As one of the series of democratic reforms
effected following the liberation, a genuine
democratic labour law was promulgated fo
be enforced on June 24, 1946. The labour
law provided, for the first time in Korea,
for an obligatory = social insurance, the
century-old desire of the Korean work- .
ing class.

Material assistance by state social insur-
ance is the embodiment of the basic rights
of citizens of our country provided for in the
Constitution of the D.P.R.K. Article 17 of
the Constitution stipulates:

“Citizens of the D.P.R.K. who are entitled
to the benefits of social insurance have
the right to material assistance in old
age, in case of sickness or disability.

This right is ensured in the form of
medical service and material assistance in
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uf social insurance in the Demo-

His article is given below.
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accordance with social insurance Provideq
by the state.”

Material assistance by social jngy;
ance is applicable not only in old age 01:
in case of sickness, disability, déa{h
pregnancy or child birth. Social insurapge
also covers expenses for the accommodatiop
of factory and office workers in sanatorjs
rest homes and summer camps which pro.
motes the health of workers.

The social insurance system of the D.P.R K
is being carried on on the following Dr.in:
ciples:

APPLICATION OF SOCIAL INSURANCE

Social insurance in our country s
obligatory upon every factory and offjce
worker.  Unlike life or  fire insuranee

which becomes valid upon signing contracts
our social insurance takes effect with {ha
establishment of labour relations between
the employer and the employee.

As stipulated by law, social insurance
is applicable to every worker employed in
the government, political and social organ-
izalions or state-owned or private enter-
prises. It is also applicable {o students
studying on government stipends in colleges,
university and technical training courses
as well as to the family members of factory
and office workers.

BENEFITS ENJOYED

insurance in our counfry, with
a wide range of applicability, grants
benefits in two form: one is granted to
workers and office employees who are
temporarily incapacitated; the other is given
as pensions on retirement.

Social
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1. Temporary Allowance G
tory and Office Workers ranted to Fac-

At  present three forms of
R benefits
First, allowance is  granted {0 a

worker who is unable to perform his duty
due to sickness or injury, thereby losing
his wage. ‘It 'is also granted when he
stays away from work not because of his
own illness or injury, but because of sick-
ness of his Tamily - members, childbirth
and the like. And when a worker is oblig-
ed to be absent from his work because an

‘epidemic cut him off from communication he

does not lose his wage.

The rate of cash payment in such cases
is 60-80 per cent of the average monthly
wages of the recipient in the last three
months, or of the regular monthly pay. The
rate varies in accordance with the length
of time of his employment. But in case of
the transfer of a worker to a new place or
a suspension in his employment which did
not come of his own making, the time of
the previous employment will be added to
his present one. Higher rates will be
applied to the workers of = longer service.
When ‘a man of merit who was decorated
with an order by the state suffers from
disease or gets injured while he is work-
ing, he ‘is to be’ paid 80 per cent of his
pay, irrespective of the length of fime of
his employment.

Secondly, women on
are granted allowances.

According to the Labour Law, women
factory and office workers are guaranteed
annual paid holidays of fourteen to {wenty-
eight days. In addition, a lying-in woman
is guaranteed 77 days of maternity leave,
35 days before childbirth  and 42 days
after birth, with = full pay, regardless  of
how long she has been employed.

Thirdly, a special grant such as infant
allowance is given to a woman worker
or the wife of man worker when she
gives birth. The mother who has given
birth to triplets will be given state aid in the
form of cash and special benefits.

Funeral allowance is granted when a
factory or office worker dies, or when any of
his family members dies.

9. Pensions on Disability or Retirement
Pensions on disability or retirement are
varied.

maternity leave
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Firstly, retirement pension is granted to
a man worker or office employee who reaches
the age of 60 and to a woman at the
age of 55. Pensioners receive for the rest
of their life half of their average monthly
wages in the last twelye months before
.l‘hel_r‘ retirement. However, if a pensioner
Zl;gbhgn .y\lf'llth his w%l:: aiter his retirement

will receive :
ol th regular wage and

Secondly, disability pension is grant-
ed to a factory worker or office employee
when he s disabled. Disability pension
is allowed until the pensioner - is
able to resume his work. The rate of pen-
sion runs (o 80 per cent of the average
monthly wages of the pensioner in the
last twelve months, depending on  the
length  of his service, the degree of dis-
ability and its cause (for instance, he is
disabled during his work or from an-
other cause).

In case a worker who has had a hand or
a leg amputated or otherwise crippled
wishes to take an office job or some light
work, he is allowed to do so and will re-
ceive both his wage and pension in full.

Thirdly, pension is allowed to bereft
families when their supporter dies during
his employment or dies while he is receiy-
ing old age or disabilily pension. The
amount of pension varies according to the
average monthly wages of the deceased in
the last twelve months and the number of
bereit family members.

. In addition, the government also sup-
plies pensioners with cotton goods, provi-
sions and other necessaries. And for the
aged who lives on pension and has no one
to look after him, as well as orphans and
disabled, special protection or educational
facilities, as the case may be, are pro-
vided.

3. Medical Service

In case of sickness, injury, pregnancy
or childbirth, all factory and office workers,
pensioners and their families receive medical
service until their health is completely
restored.

In our country, the entire people enjoy
free medical service, in which case so-
cial insurance only covers the expenses
for the medicines taken by out-patients —
full amount in case of the worker himself,
and 60 per cent in case of - worker’s family.
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4. Sanatorium, Rest Home and Summer

Camp

For the promotion of health and re-
creation of factory and office workers, we
have many sanaforia, rest homes and summer
camps, where workers and office employees
spend their annual paid holidays of four-
teen fo twenty-eight days. And all the ex-
penses including travel are covered by social
insurance. Now every year over 4 hundred
thousand factory and office workers go to
sanatoria, rest homes and summer camps.

Before Korea was liberated, sanatoria,
rest homes or summer camps were only for
capitalists and landlords. Workers were
excluded from these privileges.

Now, that the state power is in the
hands of the people, all of those facilities
are  serving the working people. The
Workers' Party of Korea and the Government
of the D.P.R.K. took measures to set up many
new sanatoria, rest homes and summer
camps in the regions of mineral springs,
hot-springs or on the sea shores.

Workers and office employees who are in
poor health or who are recuperating take a
resl for a certain period in sanatoria.

Rest homes and summer camps are for
the healthy people. Mount-climbing, bathing,
sports and other recreation facilities are also
provided for them.

Mines, coal mines, iron and steel works and
other factories, where work is heavy, main-
tain their own sanatoria. Workers, who re-

a "

uire some treatment and special nutri
?ake a rest for twenty to thirty days in Sll?cr:;
sanatoria while they are working. :
‘Summer camping is arranged every year
on a large scale not only for workers “anq
office employees but also for students dy;.
ing summer holidays. Social insurance fungs
cover all the expenses required.

SOCIAL INSURANCE FUNDS

Most of the expenses for social insurance
undertakings come from enterprises anq
organs, which are bound.by law to pa
social insurance dues amounting to from fiye
to eight per cent of the total sum of fthe
monthly wages they pay their employees, {he
percentage depending upon the degree of
safety devices installed there. Workers ang
office employees pay only one per cent of
their incomes.

Since major industries are nationalized
and the absolute majority of workers ang
office employees are working in the state.
owned enterprises apd organs, social ig-
surafnce expenses are in the main covered by
the state.

Mention must also be made of the fact
that in our country 'social insurance is
managed by the state, with wide participa-
tion of workers and office employees. In
every enterprise and orgarn, there is a social
insurance committee ~formed with active
model workers and ofiice employees. This
committee, under the guidance of the trade
union committee in the enterprise or organ
is vested with the duties and rights to co-
operate with the state management for the
improvement and strengthening of social in-
surance work, and to supervise and ensure
the correct enforcement of the provisions of
the social insurance law.

Social insurance in our country is, there-
fore, of a theroughly popular character.

Still greater development in social in-
surance is promised. It 'is expected that
thanks to the solicitude of the Workers'
Party of Korea and Government of the
D.P.R.K. which are always greatly concern-
ed about the improvement of the material
and cultural standards of the people, allow-
ances and pensions from social insurance
will be further extended and their rate will
be raised during the First Five-Year Plan
period. More sanatoria, rest homes and
other facilities for the promotion of health of
workers and office employees will be built.
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MARKING MINERS’ DAY

Photo by Kim Jum Yung

Merited Miner Ryu Ho Pil (left) at work. Sadong Colliery

To greet the third anriversary of the Miners’ Duy and the
fortieth armiversary of the great October Socialist Revelution
miners, who overfulfilled by 11 per cent the state assignment DE
coal output for the first hall of 1957, are burning with enthusiasm
for increased production.

With the mechanization of labour-consuming process and with
{horough safely measures, miners are now working free from
danger.

Music circle members of the Shinchang Colliery rehearsing
a new piece for the art contest in celebration of Miners' Day

Merited Miner Choi Kwang Oh of Samshin
Colliery and his son at his home





































