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Jim Veneris and his wife and children in China. ( Photo by J. Veneris)
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The Call recently interviewed James Veneris, an American worker
who has been living in China lor the past 23 years. Veneris is on a six-
month visit to the U. S. During the Korean War, Veneris was captured
and held as a prisoner of war. Alter the war ended, he decided to ga to
China rather than return to the U S.,which is ruled by imperialists
who sent him off to die for their expansionist aims.

What was your experience as a prisoner of war, and how did you
come to be captured?

Through my experience in Korea lgot to know the past and the
present. lf you know the past and present, then you'll know the future.
So I think l'd really have to start out from before I went to Korea
Before then, I was unemployed. I was looking for work everywhere. I

worked for a capitalist for $3.50 a week. I couldn't find any work. So



finally, I graduated from high school and joineci the army during
World War ll.

When I joined the army I was patriotic. I joined as a regular army
man, and I fought for my country in the jungles for almost f ive years -in the Philippines, in New Cuinea, all over in the jungles. Then we
were f igirting a just war So I was honorably discharged.

After that, I worked in factories; I worked in foundries; I worked in
steel mills; lworked in labor gangs; lworked as an usher in a movie
house. Sometimes I got laid off and sometimes ldidn't, clear up to
1950

ln 1950, the Korean War had already started, and in my mind there
was a struggle Well, here we are, we're being invaded The reds,
they're going to invade America, they're going to rule the world. And
I f igured I had to protect my country. So I re-enlisted as a patriot.

But after I got to Korea, I saw some strange things. The morale of
the U S -UN men was not so good. lnside, the men had a question
mark: what are we doing in Korea? What are we doing f ighting a wan
so f ar f rom home? ls it just?

Then I saw the Koreans f ighting against the U.S. - men and women
and children. When I saw that, I said, they're supposed to be slaves.
how can they fight so good ?

Well, we kept going north. We bombed Chinese cities; we bombed
China many times. I was thinking about McCarthy and Truman. Why
didn't they come down and help us? Finally, we were captured.

The Chinese volunteers and the Korean people, with little red arm
bands, said: "We want you to know that we don't ill:treat captives.
That is a policy. You'll be fed, kept in warm houses in the rear, and
when the war is over, we want you to go home. You are not respon-
sible for the war, and it's the common people who suffer. Who suffers
in the war? lt's the people, yourfather and mother Who profits from
the war? The money bags."

I got to see the Chinese and Korean people who were trying to help
us, We had medicine, food, clothes. We had inter-camp olympics. I

remember one guy, a POW who couldn't read or write English. The
(--hincse gave us paper and pens to write home. But he couldn't write
horrrc. So, the Chinese taught him how to read and write English in
fivt'nronths. Boy, was he happy! Even in a POW camp, they treated
thc Americans real good.

One time, a driver was bringing us prisoners grain and vegetables.
We saw the cart coming But when he got to the POWs to give them
his foorl, he was dead. He was strafed by an American plane. He
sar:rif i<:r'<l his life so we could eat.

A lol of times when I think of that lthink of my dearest father,
(--h.rirrn.rrr M.ro He was human. He loved the people, the whole

people. And his own son was killed in Korea. His ng to
transport supplies, and the American bombers ki r-the
war, when POWs were given their release, I chose

What happened when you got to China?

When lfirstwenttoChina, we had some studies. you have to know
the history of a country. We studied ancient China, modern China,
how the Chinese people struggled for hundreds of years.

Then we had a choicej go to work in a factory, go to work in the
countryside, or go to university Of course we didn't have to work. But
everyone's working in China. You'd stick out like a sore thumb.
Everyone's working to build up a socialist society. you,re going to sit
and watch everyone else working?

So I took the opportunity to go to the factory. And I think that choice
is very correct. Some people say you can't get along with the Chinese
people. Well, there I was, right in the grass roots. And I gotalong very
good with the Chinese people. That's been going on every davfor 23
years

What is it Iike in China under socialism?

It's a heaven. The Chinese people overthrew the chains that bound
them for years. They overthrew the three mountains of imperialism,
bureaucrat-capitalism and feudalism. Chinese society could not move
forward because of those three mountains The great leader Chairman
Mao called upon the people and said that communists are only a
minority of society. We only make up one percent of the population.
We must rely on the millions of Chinese people. And the millions of
Chinese people together started to dig out these mountains. And they
persisted and they dug them out.

Andtoday, they're starting to build up the country. And people are
learning a new ideology where people are starting to first consider the
country and other people, and in the end, considering yourself . When
you consider yourself , you are also included in the whole.

Do you feel that the cause of U.S.-China friendship is advancing,
and how can this be furthered?

It is advancing. But here you hhve the unity of opposites. Here you
have the U.S. people and the people of China who want friendship.
That's one side. But too, there's always a force that somehow or other
throws monkey wrenches in there and does not want friendship. And
the force that wants friendship has to struggle against the force that



does not want friendship. And the struggle between the two is

absolute. Flut because we represent truth and iustice, and it's in the
interest of all people, and there is no conflicting interest between all of
us, that truth will march forward. And the ones that don't want it, they
will be crushed That's history

What do you feel is the significance of the Cultural Revolution for
the Chinese people and for yourself?

The significance of the Cultural Revolution is which way China is
going. lthink the first thing is that you should have faith in the
masses, rely on the masses and mobilize the masses. lt's the masses
that will cr'o the things. What road was China going to take? Was it
going to go back like the Soviet revolution? They had the revolution of
'1917 and then there were some mistakes made. Also there were
people that snuck into the party and waved red f lags, waiting for the
opportunity to knock down the red f lag and put up the white f lag.

Chairrnan Mao saw through all this and so he called on the people.
Who again would straighten out the affairs of the people? Just a

couple of people? That's impossible. So he rose up the masses. He
mobilized the masses. He had absolute faith in the people, let the
people educate themselves, let the people see what is and then the
people will know what to do.

5o Chairman Mao n'robilized the people and turned China upside
down That's right, it was turned upside down. But when you turn
cverything upside down, all the crap comes out of there, too. J ust like
if you have a carpet. Some guys sweep it out and wash it clean. But
some guys sweep the dirt under the carpet. So the Chinese people
liftcd up this carpet and looked underneath it. They turned it upside
rftrwn And here you had all this dirt under there. And this dirt was Liu
Shao-chi and others. And the Chinese people knew what to do. They
harl to sweep it up, and that's what they did.

What do you think will happen in China now that Chairman Mao is
dead?

The great leader of the Chinese people, Mao Tsetung, died. I think
it's a great loss, not only to the 800 million Chinese people, but also to
thc working people all over the world. lt's a loss to humanity

Ilut also, he has left something. He has left his thought, his
i<k'ology, and that will never die. And 800 million Chinese people have
that thought And because they have that thought, and it's interwoven
bctwt'r'rr thc leader, party, the people, it is inseparable. And because
tlrr'y lr.rvr. tlrat weapon, society will continue to move forward.

What do you think of the world situation today?

Well, l'm a little bit of a philosopher, not a real good one, though. I

think that there are black clouds in the sky. They come only into
appearance in certain conditions, that's the class struggle, and it's
only temporary and relative. And the struggle between the clouds
going away and not going away is also unconditional and absolute.
Society moves forward through turmoils. Like the great leader Chair-
man Mao said, "The road is tortuous, but the future is bright."

And when I think of that, isn't that so? Do you remember the
revolution of 1776, when the American people were under suppression
by the British royalists? Didn't black clouds appear under these dark
skies? But they were only temporary and relative. The American
people rose up and dispelled these clouds I have firm faith and belief
that the American people will def initely straighten out the troubles we
have in our society.

The struggle against the "gang ol four" broke out after Chairman
Mao's death and while you were touring the U.S. How did you fee!
when you first heard about it?

I was happy because itwas a continuation of struggle, and the only
way things develop is through struggle. The struggle against the
" gangof four" represents a continuation of the Cultural Revolution, a
continuation of the struggle under the dictatorship of the proletariat, a
continuation of the struggle against the old ideology of individualism,
where the old private property conception comes out.

China recognized that the Soviet Union had changed from a socialist
to a social-imperialist country long ago. The Soviet Union even tried to
enslave China but could not succeed. Can you comment on this?

Chairman Mao and the Chinese Communist Party started to see that
the leaders in the Soviet party had changed colors and were going
against Marxism. The old exploiting classes took power again, along
with new bourgeois elements. The Chinese comrades detected this
development very early and gradually began repudiating this stuff and
stood f irm along with Albania

One thing the new Soviet social-imperialists wanted to do to China
was take over the Chinese army, navy and air force bases. China just
f latly refused. The social-imperialists did not rest with this.

ln 1958 China had the Creat Leap Forward. This was a period when
quantitative change transformed into qualitative change, when there
were big mass movements going on. To some extent this helped save



(llrirr..r, wrllr tlrt'Clhinese people building new bridges, hospitals, rail-
ways .rrrtl l.r< lor ies and raising steel production very quickly.

llowr,vt,r, n.ltlrre was very cruel to China at that time. ln 1959 I

rcrrrcnrlrcr lht'y had floods all over China Even the Yellow River got
vcry lrigh.rrrrl thr:y had to mobilize all the people to control it. The
f loo<ls hrrr( Jrrorluction, especially the grain production, so the Chinese
h,rrl to tiglrtr,n their belts In 1960 there was the drought, and the
grorrrrrl p.rr<:hcrJ up and cracked, affecting production throughout the
wlrolc rralion

lrr 19(10 or'6.1 we also had pestilence. Life was very tight and, in
l,rr l, some people's legs swelled up due to the lack of food. The bone
w(rs so soft you could put your thumb into it But the people rallied
logt.ther around the Communist Party and tried to f ight it off

When a man falls down a well, you pull the man out. Right? Not the
srx i:rl imperialists. Just at the time when all this was happening,
l(lrrtrshchev and his gang decided it was a very good idea to attack
('hin.r So they threw a boulder down into the well They took all their
t'xpcrts out of China and took all their blueprints.

(.hina or any socialist country has a planned economy for the whole
n,rlron which you can't visualize by looking at just one factory. There
w(,r(' rnany factories that were waiting for certain instruments or
rrr,r< [rinery before they could be put into operation The Soviet
rcvisionists refused to give them that stuff and made the economy
(,v('n nrore lopsided. More people got sick and some even died.

Whcn the Chinese people wanted to overcome all this, what did
K lr rrr s h<:hev do again ? Back at the time of the Korean War in the early
''ios, when the Chinese volunteers and Korean people fought very
lrr,rvcly against the American imperialists, the Soviet Union had given
sorrrr,,rid lt was their obligation to aid other socialist countries that
wt'rr, lhc object of aggression. Of course, the millions and millions of
( hincst'and Korean people whc sacrificed their lives were aiding the
Sovicl [Jnion by keeping the American imperialists from going into
('ltirr.r an<l maybe enlarging the war against the Soviet Union. There
w,rs rnutual class feeling.

Nr'.rrly a decade later, when China was trying to pull itself out of its
rlif f i< ultit:s, Khrushchev gets the idea that he wants billions of dollars
irr r.ggs, rneat, milk, sugar, grain, apples, medicine-the best of what
(.lrin,r had - as return payment for Soviet aid.

(.lrirra finally overcame it all, proving that the only way you can
lrtril<l yriur economy is through self-reliance, which means relying on
yorrr p,rrty and relying on the masses of people, who are the source of
wisrlorrr

I r r,rrrcnrlrer back in 1959 or '60 when the revisionists were
rl,rrorrnt ing (.hina and Albania at a so-called communist party

meeting in Hungary, Khrushchev very clearly stated to an American
reporter: "l'll have them buckle to my knees. They will kneel. I will
apply economic pressure and make them buckle!"

That's one thing that strikes me very vividly. lt will be imprinted in
my mind for the rest of my life because it exposed not only
theoretically but in concrete actions what the social-imperialists did.
We overcame it but only because allthe people were working together
and we had a real r;, rrty leading

How do you view the present international situation and the
relationship between the two superpowers, the U.S. and the USSR?

One part of a contradiction always plays the leading role and the
other part the secondary role When you look at the two superpowers,
are you going to say they are even-steven? That they are in equili-
brium and will always be in equilibrium? "We'll have detente, and
they'll have f ive guns and we'll have f ive guns," and that's all? That's
abunchof malarkey.There is always one part playing the leading role,
and between the two superpowers today the leading role is being
played by social-imperialist Russia Why? Because you have the
uneven economic development of imperialist powers.

When the imperialists go all over the world for more markets, the
onh'way their conflicts can be resolved is through war. The same

thing happened during World War ll
Today there is a very great danger that there will be a third world

war, and it will be fought between social-imperialists and American
imperialists. ln reality both are imperialist. They call Russia "social-
imperialist" because it was a socialist country that changed into an

imperialist country. Sooner or later the two will have to f ight.
A war can be averted if you can arouse the people, let them know

what's going on and explain these things dialectically on the basis of
Marxism, form a broad united front and try to stop them. However,
the mass organizations throughout the world may not reach this stage,

and then there will be a war lf thcrc is a war, the masses will suffer so

much that they won/t sanction it and will destroy the two superpowers
one way or another anyway.

You've been touring the U'5' for several months now. What ob-

servations do you have about your trip?

After having been here in America for four months, one thing comes

to mind, and that's the very low level of study of Marxism-Leninism,
and especially Chairman Mao's Thought. Many people I have met do

not know what dialectical materialism is. lt's not that l'm smarter than
anybody else, but I get the general idea from all the questions people



T

zt

have askerl rne that the basic thing lacking in America is the study of
Marxisnr and Chairman Mao's Thought.

I think bar:k to the USA 26 years ago when I used to go to work in the
far:tory irr the morning There's the cop, black hat, club, bullets and a
gun, .rn<l hc looks at you, stares at you and looks at you like slaves.
l-le's just watching to club someone and find something wrong. Then
yoLr Bot to grab that goddamn time card, and you got to punch it in,
an<l if you're late five minutes, they dock you one hour and you lose
moncy That machine you work at is a suppressing machine. lt's the
w(f(rl)on they use to suppress you.

ln (.hina when I go to work, there are no armed guards there and no
tirrrc <:lock They took that thing in 1954 and put it in a museum. lt's
still there to educate the people. Because, you know, you feel it's your
own nation, and the factory belongs to the whole country and belongs
to you lt's part of you, too.

Why should I come late to work in China? You feel it's your own
nation, your own people, your own country. Every person is
rt'sponsible individually. But in the U.S. it's not that way. That's why
you'vo got to study Marxism and Chairman Mao's Thought. In the
frrture, lam sure the American working class will also take these
ptrrrch clocks and put them in a museum

What do you think is the most urgent task facing the American
people ?

Ihis is my own personal idea of what is the most urgent task facing
tht, American proletariat, the American people: the building of a
gcnuine Communist Party armed with Marxism-Leninism and Mao
lsetung Thought. And what for? lt's for the American prcletariat to
fulfill its historic mission to get rid of American imperialism and all
cxploitation of mankind. A socialist party couldn't do that. A revision-
ist party can't do that. A social-democratic party couldn't do that.
Trotsky renegades can't do that. lt will have to be a party armed with
Mao Tsetung Thought and nothing else.
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