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Pyongyang is the capital
of the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea. It is the
political, economic and cul-
tural centre of the country
and has a population of two
million.

It is situated in the low
land area in the northwest
of Korea. As it blends har-
moniously with the sur-
rounding hills, rivers and
fields, it has been known for
centuries as a good place to
live in. Its name means a
“flat land” or “cosy place”
and is of ancient origin.

To the northwest are
rows of mountains which
unfold like a folding screen,
and low hills dot the ho-
rizon in the east. The clear
waters of the River Taedong
flow through the city, reveal-
ing one picturesque scene
after another. It has four
distinct seasons and its ap-
pearance changes with each
season.

Pyongyang was establish-
ed as a city over 2,000 years
ago and was later chosen as
an old capital city some
1,500 years ago. It is an old
city with a long history.

Here the remains of
primitive society of one mil-
lion years ago and of an-
cient society have been ex-
cavated. The cultural he-
ritage of the Middle Ages
and the tradition of the
people’s struggle for inde-
pendence are the pride of this
country.

Many historical relics
have been unearthed in the
decades of the people’s gov-
ernment since liberation in
Pyongyang and its sur-

rounding and have been care-
fully preserved.

Pyongyang, which was
once called “willow city”, is
now bright with flowering
plants and willow and other
trees that have been planted
in the avenues and streets,
as well as with numerous
parks and pleasure grounds,
which are visited by beauti-
ful birds. The Taedong and
Potong Rivers which are
alive with fish also serve as a
good habitat for wild ducks.
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Air travellers to the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea land »¢
Pyongyang Airport.

Airport guides help them to pagg

Pyongyang,

In the DPRK standard time iy
Pyongyang time.

Pyongyang time is 9 hourg
ahead of Greenwich Mean Timg
(GMTH o).

Time differences  betweer,
Pyongyang and major cities the
world over are as follows:

City and Difference
country of time
Pyongyang . . - - . . . . .
Tokyo (Japan) . . . . . . . g
Melbourne ({Australia) oo e
Wellington (New Zealand) £
Honolulu (Hawail) . . . . . 5
San Francisco (USA) . . . . 45
Mexico . . .« « « - . . . 18

through procedures quickly and the
officials of the tourist company con-
duct them to a hotel. From the air-
port to the centre of Pyongyang is 24
kilometres.

Travellers by international train
pass through entry procedures at
Sinuiju or Tumangang, and then
resume their travel to Pyongyang,
enjoying the beautiful scenery of
Korea,

Time

City and Difference

country of time
Guatemala . . . . . . . . 49
Havana (Cuba), New York
(USA), Panama . . . . . +10
Santiago (Chile) . . . . . 411
Buenos Aires (Argentina) +12
Beijing, Manila (Philippines) —
Bangkok (Thailand) . . . . —2
New Delhi (India), Colombo —3.30
Karachi G om R GO Y e
Moscow, Leningrad . . . . —6

Bucharest, Sofia, Prague,

Helsinki, Cairo, Berlin . . . — %
Warsaw, Rome, Vienna,

Swockholm . . . . . . . . —8
Paris, London, Rabat

(Morocco) e R oY s oaon 9
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I Mansu Hill

This is a low hill in the heart of
Pyongyang. Once there was a com-
mand post on the hill. On the hill
there are the Mansudae Grand
Monument, the Korean Revolution
Museum, the Chollima Statue, the
Mansudae Assembly Hall, the
Mansudaec  Art  Theatre, the
Mansudae Fountain  Park, the
Sungnyong and Sungin Temples and
the Pyongyang Students and
Children’s Palace.

Grand Monument on Mansu Hill

Grand Monument

On the hill is the Mansudae Grand
Monument; the bronze statue to President
Kim Il Sung, memorials and mosaic
murals. The monument was erected in
April 1972 on the occasion of the 60th
birthday of President Kim Il Sung,

The large memorials standing on either
side of the statue symbolize the history of
the Korean people’s revolutionary
struggle. The red flags in the shape of a
tower are 22,8 metres high. The sculptural
groups are 5 metres high on average and
50 metres long, and their total length is
200 metres. The mosaic figure of Mt

Paekdu, the sacred mountain which forms
the background to the statue, is 70 metres
long and 12.85 metres high. [t symbolizes
the revolutionary tradition carried for-
ward by the Korean people,

Chollima Statue

: The Korean Revolution Mus;um |

The National Central Liberation
Struggle Museum, the predecessor of the
Korean Revolution Museum, was set up
in August 1948, It was renamed the
Korean Revolution Museum in August
1960.

The Korean Revolution Museum on
Mansu Hill was opened in April 1972 on
the occasion of the 60th birthday of
President Kim 11 Sung,

The museum, with a total floor space of
over 54,000 square metres, contains a
large meeting hall, two projection rooms,
and over 9 exhibition halls with a total

high and 16 metres long, The height of the
figure of the workeris 7 metres and that of
the woman peasant 6.5 metres. More than
2,500 pieces of granite of over 360 dif-
ferent sizes were used in building the

display length of more than 4,500 metres. MR
The museum has several big cyclo-
ramas, | The Mansudae Assembly Hall |

|

This is the national assembly hall of the

DPREK. Some 50,000 square metres ol

| | faced granite and marble have been used
The Chollima Statue s . L

! 5 Ch(l"]. : AR _J for its walls, pillars and floors. The as-

sembly hall has a floor space of 45,000

The Chollima Statue symbolizes the
heroic mettle and indomitable spirit of our

Mansudae Assembly Hall

people who are making ceaseless innova-
tions and continuous advances in the spirit
of Chollima that was said in legend to
cover a thousand i in a day. It was
inaugurated on April 15, 1961 on the
occasion of the 49th birthday ol President
Kim 1l Sung.

The statue stands 46 metres high (from
the surface of the pavement to its highest
point}, The sculpture itself is 14 metres




square metres and was opened in October
1984, This hall has over 2,000 seats, each
of which is furnished with a microphone.
The hall has small meeting halls, rooms
for interviews, lounges, drawing rooms
and a room for signing ceremonies,

._The Mansudae Art T]leatre-

e -}

This was completed in October 1976
and has a total floor space of 60,000
square metres. The walls of this theatre are
decorated with many murals and reliefs.

The theatre has rchearsal rooms of
various sizes, illumination booths, dres-
sing rooms, a small theatre, lounges,
stereorecording and operating rooms, a

colour telecast room litted with video
recorders, and up-to-date facilities for
performances.

It hasa 40-metre high revolving stage of
2,000 square metres. The ceiling of the
auditorium has rainbow-coloured lighting,
and the walls are fitted with acoustic

panels.

Chollima

There is an old legend about «
winged hlorsr.- that was capable of
covering a distance of 1,000 #i (ap-

: proximately 400 km) a day. But a rider
capable of riding the horse could not
be found. The winged horse roamed
about in search of rider to gallop
across the land on its back but, unable
to find one, flew up to heaven.

| After the war the Korean people

had to start everything from scratch on
the war ruins, They had 1o take ten
steps forward when others ook one
step, and one hundred sieps when
others took ten steps,

Then President Kim Il Sung led

the people to an upsurge in socialist

20

construction under the slogan “Rush
at the speed of Chollimal”

The steel-makers of Kangson were
the first to respond to his call. Thus the
Chollima Movement was launched.

The word “Chollima” and the word
“Juche” are symbolic of today’s
Korea.

The Chollima bronze statue in
Pyongyang symbolizes the great
change wrought in Korea.

A Japanese commentator wrote that
in Korea President Kim 11 Sung had
brought up many heroes who wete
rushing forward like the legendary
winged horse which had not been

ridden for several thousand years.

An escalalor moves beside the spiral
central staircase against the background
of a mural, a picture of the Kumgang
Mountains, which gives those who take
the escalator an impression of looking
down on the beautiful landscape of the
Kumgang Mountains from above the
clouds. The walls of the theatre are dec-
orated with elegant Korean paintings,
sculptures and industrial works of art.

[— The Mansudae Fountain Park

The Mansudae Fountain Park is lo-
cated in front of the Mansudae Ari
Theatre. It was completed in October
1976,

In the park there are a 80-metre high
fountain, fountains in the shape of curves,

of fir trees, of umbrellas, of candles, of
walter clocks pulsating and of 28 dancers

performing the dance “Snow Falls.”

Sungnyong and Su_ngin Temples

These stand by Mansudae Fountain
Park.

Sungnyong Temple is the building
where memorial services were held for
Tangun, founder of Kojoson, the first

Sungin and Sungnyong Temples

slave-owning state of Korea before the
10th century BC, and King Tongmyong,
founder of Koguryo, the first feudal state
(277BC-668AD). It was erected in 1429,
Sungin Temple is a temple of the latter
period of Koryo, It was built in 1325,

Pyongyang Students and
Children’s Palace

; " — —— ——

|_ Schoolchildren’s Palace

The  Pyongyang  Students and
Children’s Palace is the centre of extracur-
rcular education. It was opened on
September 30, 1963.

It has a total floor space of 50,000
square metres, The palace has over 500
rooms, including 200 rooms set aside for
the social sciences, natural sciences, litera-
ture, art, physical culture, industry, agri-
culture and so on. In addition, it has a
library which has a reading room with 200
seaty and is stocked with more than
100,000 volumes of books, a theatre with a
seating capacity of 1,100 and an indoor
stadium with seating accommodation f{or
500 people.

The height of the building of the palace
is 55.3 metres. On the right there is an
indoor stadium,

Pupils from the city schools visit the
palace after school and conduct extracur-
ricular activities there.

21



I The River Taedong

This is one of the five biggest rivers
of Korea and flows through
Pyongyang. It is 4503 kilometres
long and drains an area of 20,247
square kilometres.

The water of the river is crystal-

clear and blue, hence another name of

the river, “"Ongnyu” (clear stream) or
“Chongnyu” (blue stream).

The river flows westwards through
Pyongyang.  The river  skirts

Kim Il Sung Square, the Tower of

the Juche Idea, the Taedong Gate,
and the Ryongwang Pavilion;
pleasure grounds are arranged at
Rungna, Yanggak and Ssuk Islets on
the river.

P i

Kim Il Sung Square

This is the central square in the capital.
Itwas completed in August 1954, The then
arca of the square was 36,000 square

metres. It has been extended to an area of

75,000 square metres and paved with
granite blocks,
Important political and cultural fune-

tions, celebration soirees, mass rallies and
parades are held in the square.

It affords a fine view of the Grand
People’s Study House and the Tower of
the Juche Idea.

Girand People's Study House

Grand People’s Study House '

The Grand People's Study House
standing on Namsan Hill behind the plat-
form of Kim 11 Sung Square is a building
of a traditional Korean style.

It has a total floor space of 100,000
square metres and was opened in April
1982, It is a ten-storied building compiis-
ing ten blocks. 34 roofs reminiscent of &
flight of cranes on the wing are roofed
with 750,000 blue tiles,

It is stocked with 30 million books and
has 15 reading rooms and 14 lectur®
rooms, as well as a total seating capacity
of 5,000, It can accommodate over 12,000
people a day.

River Taedong

Tower of the Juche Idea ‘

On the occasion of the 70th birthday of
President Kim Il Sung, the author of the
Juche idea, this tower was built on the
River Taedong in the heart of Pyongyang
sa that his revolutionary exploits would be
remembered for all ages. It was unveiled
on April 15, 1982,

The Tower of the Juche Idea is com-
posed of a torch, the tower body, a group
sculpture of three people and 6 subsidiary
group sculptures.

The tower is 170 metres high, the height
of the tower being 150 metres and that of
the torch, 20 metres. The torch with its
saucer base weighs 45 tons.

The trio groupin front of the toweris 30
metres high and weighs 33 tons. The trio
group holds high the emblem of the
Workers' Party of Korea.

The wall of the niche at the back of the
pedestal is adorned with 230 granite and
gem stone blocks sent by political and
public figures and Juche idea study
groups, as well as friendship organiza-
tions, in over 40 countries over the world.

The tower is flanked with granite sculp-
tured  groups. They depict “Juche
Industry™, “Bumper Harvest”, “The
Land of Learning™, **Juche Art”, “The
Land of Longevity”™ and “‘Impregnable
Fortress™.

On the two sides of the tower stand
pavilions. On the River Taedong there are
two large fountains which rise to a height
of 150 metres.

The observation platform on the top of

the tower, which is served by a lift, affords

a bird’s-eye view of the capital,

The Juche Idea

In 2 nurshell, the Juche idea means
that the masters of the revolurion and

construction are the masses of the
people and that they are also the
motive force of the revolution and
construction. In other words, one is
responsible for one’s own destiny and
one also has the capacity o shape one's
own destiny,

The Juche idea is the guiding idea of
the Korean revolution  evol ved by
President  Kim 11 Sung.  The
Workers” Party of Kaorea and the
Government of the Repubilic lead the
revolution and construction, guided

by the Juche iden.

Korean Central History Museom |

This stands by Kim 11 Sung Square, It
has a total floor space of 10,429 square
metres, [t was opened in December | 945
and was moved to its present site from
Moran Hill in 1977,

In the 19 rooms of the museum are
preserved over 100,000 histoncal relics of

primitive society to the present day.
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_Korenit-Art Gallery

The Korean Art Gallery J

This stands opposite to the Korean
Central  History  Museum  across
Kim Il Sung Square. It was opened in
September 1954. It has a total floor space
of 11,000 square metres,

It has 22 display rooms, a small ex-
hibition room and rooms for the preserva-
tion of works of art.

On display and preserved in the gallery
are worksof art ranging from murals from
the tombs before the 4th century to
modern Korean paintings, oil paintings,
prints, sculptures, handiworks, em-

broideries and industrial works of art.

The Eight Scenes
of Pyongyang

‘There are many poems devoted o
the beauty of Pyongvang.

In his poem “I Sing of the Eight
Scenes of Pyvongyang” Cho Ui, a poet
of the 15th century, described the
beauties of Pyongyang, The Eight
Scenes of Pyongyang in his poem are:

The Ulmil Pavilion in spring, View
of the moon from the Pubyok
Pavilion, The evening glow seen
from the Yongmyeng Temple,
Seeing  off a  puest at  the
Potonggang ferry, Boating on the
River Taedong,  View of the Aeryon
Hall in rain,  Green forest on M,
Ryongak, and Thaw at the Matan ford,

24

The Korean Folklore Museum _J

This stands near the Taedong Gate op
the River Taedong, It was opened in
February 1956. It has an exhibition space
of 1,800 squarc metres. 2,100 folklore
items and other materials are exhibited in
seven rooms.

_[_- The Taedong Gate

The Taedong Gate is the eastern gate of
the inner fort of the Walled City of
Pyongyang. [t was erected in the mid-6th
century. The present gale was rebuilt in
1635. The gate consists of the substructure
built with faced granite blocks and the
gate-tower. It is 19 metres high. The
tower-gate is hung with a plaque with
inscription *Uphoru”, which means a
pavilion facing a clear stream,

| Pyongyang Bell ]

The Pavilion for the Pyongyang Bell
stands between the Taedong Gate and the
Ryongwang Pavilion. Originally the bell
had been hung on the gate-tower of the
Taedong Gate but was cracked in a fire in
1714. The present Pyongyang Bell was

It is said that when climbing up to
the Pubyok Pavilion in the Walled City
of Pyongyang, Kim Hwang Won, a
poet of Koryo in the 11th century,
began to write a poem. But, unable to
find the proper words to express the
beautiful scenery before him, he threw
away his writing brush,

His poem, which can still be seen
hanging between the two columns of
the Ryongwang Pavilion, tells of his
poetical talent and the mental agony
the poet suffered because of his in-
ability to complete his poem.

Encouraged by the praise lavished
on prospering Pyongyang, the author
of this book has dared to complete his
unfinished poem, attaching a few lines
to 1t

Completing an Unfinished Old Poem

The foot of the moss-grown old
rampatt

Is washed by blue streams.
Dawn is breaking over the vast
fields

And the rows of mountains...

The sagacious sons and daughters
of the glotious country
Fought in defence of the beautiful
country

At the risk of their lives.

High Mansu Hill glows
In morning sunrays.
The tower of torchlight with its
reflection
On the river gleams in the starlight,
They are as magnificent as
the eight beautiful sights of
Pyongyang,
1 wonder whether it is the happy
land
I saw in a dream,

castin 1726, The bellis 3.1 metres high, 1.6
metres in diameter at its mouth and weighs
13,513 kilograms. It is made of bronze. It
informed the people of Pyongyang of a
state of emergency and of the time until
the 1890s,

| The Ryongwang Pavilion

The Ryongwang Pavilion stands near
the Taedong Gate and the Pavilion for the
Pyongyang Bell. From olden times the
Ryongwang Pavilion has been frequented
by people as one of the eight beautiful
sights of western Korea. The seat of the
present Ryongwang Pavilion was the east-
ern command post in the inner fort of the
Walled City of Pyongyang in the period of
Koguryo.

When the walls of Pyongyang were
repaired in the period of Koryo, a new
pavilion was built in 1111 on the present
site and named “Sansujong”. Later it was

called “Ryongwangjong” (pavilion com-
manding a good view), “‘Cheilludae™ or
“Manhwaru”.

The present pavilion was rebuilt in
1670.



i The Pyongyang Grand Theatre l

The Pyongyang Grand Theatre stands
at the junction of Yonggwang Street and
Sungni Street. The theatre was opened in
August 1960, The theatre, with hip-saddle
roofs, has a total floor space of over
30,000 square metres and a seating ca-
pacity of 2,200. The stage is wide enough
to permit more than 2,000 people to stage
a performance and has all the latest faci-
lities. In the theatre there are a general
rehearsal room wide enough to permit 700
people to put on a performance and over
360 large and small rooms.

In this theatre operas and other per-
formances are staged,

Pyongyang Matemity Hospital

The Pyongyang Maternity Hospital is a
general hospital for women. It is-situated
in east Pyongyang. This building is sug-
gestive of a mother stretching out her
arms to hug a baby,

It was completed in March 1980, It
comprises Section No. 1, a 13-storey main

building, and Section Nos, 2 and 3 which
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flank the main building, as well as Section
Nos. 4, 5 and 6, auxiliary buildings.

The total floor s.pa'ce is over 60,000
square metres.

The hospital has over 2,000 large and
small rooms and 1,500 beds. It has ob-
stetrics, gynecological, internal, urolo-
gical, dental, first-aid and resuscitation,
ophthalmic, otolaryngological and other
specialized departments.

[ Esst P)Ifo_:!gysng“ i}rsmd Tlleie J

The East Pyongyang Grand Theatre
stands near the Youth Central Hall in
Munsugangan Street. It was opened in
May 1989.

It has a total floor space of 43,857
square metres and a seating capacity of
3,500. In the central hall there is a grand
coloured glass mosaic panel extending
from the basement to the fourth floor
which depicts the Kumgang Mountains,
The hall is 33 metres high and 17.5 metres
wide. The stage is controlled automa-
tically.

[_ " The Youth Central Hall |

The Youth Central Hall stands op-
posite to the East Pyongyang Grand
Theatre. Completed in May 1989, the hall
has a total floor space of 59,978 square
metres, It comprises a hall with a seating
capacity of 1,000, two theatres with 2,000
and 600 seats and four meeting halls.

In the hall oratorical contests, concerts
and art circle activities for young people

are performed.

This islet is in the Taedong River.
Viewed from Moran Hill, it presents a
beautiful view reminiscent of a roll of
embroidered silk, Hence its name Rungna
Islet. The islet is 2.7 kilometres long and 6
kilometres in circumference. Itis |0 metres
above sea level on average.

With the May Day Stadium and
Rungna Bridge built on the islet, it has
been converted into a pleasure ground
frequented by the people. Seen from afar,
the stadium reminds one of a magnolia
flower or a white parachute. It was com-
pleted in May 1989. The opening and
closing ceremonies of the 13th World

Festival of Youth and Students were held
here.

The stadium has a total floor space of
207, 275 square metres, a seating capacity
of 150,000 and 1,300 rooms. It is eight
storeys high. The area of the pitch in the
stadium is over 22,500 square metres. The
stadium has B0 exits, which ensure the
entry and exit of 150,000 spectators in 15

minutes.

Fords of the River Taedong

There were many fords along the
River Taedong which flows through
Pyongyang—Kum (golden colour),
Paegun (silver colour), Ma (horse) and
O (bird) fords.

With the completion of the West
Sea Barrage, the River Taedong has
become an artificial lake of picturesque
scenery. The Mirim, Ponghwa,
Songchon, Sunhwa and other barrages
have already been built across the
river,

With the swell of the river there are
no more fords, but the names of the
former fords such as Kumtan, Matan
and Otan are retained in village names.
Flocks of wild ducks visiting the river
increase in numbers from year to yeat
and add to the scenery on the River
Taedong.
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Yanggak Islet

The shape of Yanggak Islet is suggestive
of the horn of goat. It has an area of 1.2
square kilometres and is 7 kilometres in
circumference.

On the islet there are the Pyongyang
Cinema  Hall, the
Yanggakdo Football Stadium a swim-

International

ming pool, a tennis court, a hand ball
court and other cultural, sports and ser-
Pyongyang
International Cinema Hall, with a total
floor space of 60,000 square metres, was
completed in May 1989, The hall, with a
total seating capacity of 3,150, has six
picture theatres including those with
2,000, 600 and 300 seats, The hall has
over 600 rooms including video recording
room and video audition room. In this hall
international cinema festivals and inter-

vice facilities. The

national cinema fairs are held. The
Yanggakdo Football Stadium built in
1989, has a seating capacity of 30,000
Football games and over 10 field and
track events can be held there. An inter-
national hotel is being built in the upper
part of the islet.

May Day Stadium

Yanggakdo Football Stadium ¥
£

[ SsuklIsket

Chungsong Bridge affords a bird's-eye
view of Ssuk Islet. The islet has an area of
380,000 square metres. Here on May 2,
1948 President Kim Il Sung held a con-
sultative meeting with the south Korean
politicians who attended the historic April
North-South Joint Meeting, and here they
took a rest.

Here are the site of the consultative
meeting, the ferry boat and the loft, as well
as the 13.5-metre-high monument erected
to commemorate the united front.

The pleasure ground is planted with
80,000 trees and various flowers and there
are a paddling pool, a swimming pool, a
beach, a wrestling ring, a swing, a play-
ground for children and a dance hall.

Revolutionary Site in Ssuk Islet

I Haebang Hill

Haebang Hill is situated in the
heart of the capital. It is 35 metres
above sea level.

Here are the house which was
President Kim Il Sung’s first resi-
dence after the liberation of the
country, the Party Founding
Museum, the Rodong Sinmun and
the “national initial milestone”.

On the top of the hill there is the
Monument to the Fallen Soldiers of
the Peop]e s Army.

This is lécated on the southern slope of
Haebang Hill. It was once the building of
the Central Committee of the Party, where
President Kim Il Sung worked in the first
period following the liberation of the
country, and where he founded the Party
and led the building of a new democratic
Korea. The musecum was opened in
October 1970,

On the second floor are the office,
reception room and meeting hall which
the President used, and on the first floor
several showrooms, Near the museum
there stands the house which was the
President’s first residence after his trium-
phal return home. There is also the
Monument to the Founding of the Party

The Party Founding Museum ]

erected on October 10, 1975 on the occa-
sion of the 30th anniversary of the found-
ing of the Workers' Party of Korea.

Monument to Fallen Soidiers of
the People’s Army

[ Monument to Fallen Soldiers o

This monument was erected in 1959 to
honour the memory of the officers and
men of the People’s Army who fell in
heroic battles during the Fatherland
Liberation War. The monument stands
24.13 metres high and the statue is 6.13
metres tall. On the facade of the monu-
ment are carved in relief a KPA cap badge
and the inscription “Monument to the
Fallen Soldiers of the People’s Army”.

Development of Pyoﬁhgyang

Over 2,000 years ago a own was
formed in the area of today’s
Rangnang District of Pyongyang,
where Tongil Street is now being
built.

After Koguryo proclaimed
Pyongyang its capital, walls began to
spring up. In 427 Koguryo moved its
capital to the area of today’s Taesong
District and in the 6th century rebuilt
the walls of Pyongyang and shifted the
centre of the capital to the areas of
today’s central and Pyongchon Dis-
tricts.

In October 1992 Pyongyang will
mark the 1,565th anniversary of the
year when Koguryo made Pyongyang
its capital,
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|] International House of Culture J

The Pyongyang International House of
Culture is a centre of cultural exchange
with different countries. The hall was
completed in April 1988. It has a total
floor space of 10,000 square metres.

The house of culture has rooms for
exhibitions of folk art, works of art and
musical instruments of the non-aligned
and developing countries. In the house of
culture there are also music rooms, dance
rehearsal room, rooms for writing, a
cinema, conference rooms and rooms for
interviews, banquet halls and a Korean
restaurant.
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I The River Potong 5

The River Potong is a tributary of
the River Taedong and flows through
the central part of Pyongyang. In the
past the river was named “the river of
tears” or “‘the river of grudge”, for it
often caused flood damage even ip
slight rain, but now has been con.
verted into “the river of paradise™,
“the river of happiness”.

This change was brought about by
the Potong River improvement pro.-
ject carried out in 1946,

The Potonggang Pleasure Ground,
which is sometimes called the “cang]
park”, has an area of over 360
hectares.

[ Monument to River Imp}ovementj

This monument was erected to com-
memorate the Potong River improve-
ment project which was carried out at the
instance of President Kim Il Sung in
1946. The monument was unveiled on
May 21, 1971, on the 25th anniversary of
the day when the President turned the first
sod for the project. The monument con-
sists of a tower and memorial. The toweris
13 metres high.

The Korean Film Studio _J

The Korean Film Studio is about 16
kilometres north of the centre of the
capital. The studio, which was founded in

February 1947, has now anarea of one
million square metres. It has studios, a
variety of facilities for filming, recording,

cutting and special effects. Everything is

Monument to the Potong
River Improvement Project

available for ten production units to film
and record simultaneously. It has a lo-
cation lot with an area of 800,000 square
metres.

] The February 8 Hunseof alltlme ]

The February 8 House of Culture
stands at the junction of Podunamu,
Kaesonmun and Pipa- Streets. It was
opened on October 7, 1975. It has a total
floor space of 80,170 square metres. It has
over 500 rooms and two theatres seating
6,000 and 1,100 people. The music and
dance epic “Song of Happiness”, which is
performed by 5,000 artistes, is staged here,

Mock-up location streets of
the Korean Film Studio

The Pyongyang Metro runs from east to
west and from north to south. Each station
on the metro has its own characteristic
features,

Some underground stations are very spa-
cious, and some others are decorated with
beautiful pillars.

The underground stations have names
popular with our people —Puhung

The Pyongyang Metro

{Reconstruction), Yonggwang (Glory),
Ponghwa (Torchlight), Sungni (Victory),
Tongil (Reunification), Kaeson (T'riumphal
Retum), Hwanggumbol (Fields Billowing
with Golden Ears of Crops), Kwangbok
(Liberation), and Ragwon (Paradise) are
some examples. They have been built in
different styles of architecture and display a
variety of architectural beauty,
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Victorious "F&erland Liberation
War Museum

r_ Vicaﬁom Wiir Museum"

The Victorious Fatherland Liberation
War Museum stands at the junction of
Hyoksin and Yongung Streets. It was
opened in August 1953, The museum hasa
total floor space of 52,000 square metres.
It consists of a 3-storied main building, a
cyclorama with a floor space of 3,000
squarc metres and several auxiliary
buildings.

" The People’s Army Circus

The amphitheatre stands at the junction
of Yongung and Moranbong Streets.
Built in 1964, it has a total floor space of
15,000 square metres. It has a round stage
equipped with devices for aerial acts, the
orchestra pit, rehearsal rooms, service
facilities and animal cages.

People’s Army Circus

{WPe_opk;’s_PaL; of Cuhu;e._J

[ The Potoug et

The Potong Gate stands on the banks of
the River Potong, at the opening of
Chollima Street. When Koguryo built the
Walled City of Pyongyang in the mid-6th
century, the gate was built as the west gate
of the Walled City of Pyongyang. It was
rebuilt in 1473. In addition to the Potong
Gate, the “ferry on the Potong River” ig
one of the eight beautiful sights of
Pyongyang.

ST i e

The People's Palace of Culture stands
near the Potong Gate on Chollima Street.
Itis roofed with 21 hip-saddle roofs. It was
completed in January 1974. It has a total
floor space of over 60,000 square metres,
It has 500 rooms and five meeting halls,
The meeting halls are furnished with faci-
lities for the simultaneous translation of
10 languages. The People’s Palace of
Culture has four banquet rooms, a small
cinema, two conference rooms, two rooms

for signing ceremonies, 20 rooms for inter- |

views and lounges.

| The Pyongyang Indoor Stadi J

The Pyongyang Indoor Stadium, which
stands opposite the People’s Palace of
Culture, was completed in 1973, The
indoor stadium has a total floor space of
66,962 square metres and is 138 metres
wide and 145 metres long. The front of the
stadium is 42.5 metres high and, at its rear,
it is 34.5 metres. The four-tiered stands
have a total seating capacity of 20,100,
The indoor stadium has 685 rooms includ-
ing 9 interpreter’s booths and 11 training
rooms, as well as auxiliary public service
facilities.

[ Communications Centre

The International Communications
Centre is a tower building standing op-
posite the Pyongyang Indoor Stadium
across the Potong River. It was completed
in 1989. It has a total floor space of over
10,000 square metres, The 14-storied main

building contains over 150 rooms.
International telephone lines, telexes
and FAXes are available there.

[ The Ice Rink |

= J

The Ice Rink, with its cone-shaped roof,
stands by the Pyongyang Indoor Stadium.
It was opened in April 1982, The Ice Rink
covers an area of 25,000 square metres and
accommodates 6,000 people. The ice field
is 30 metres wide and 61 metres long. The
temperature in the stands is 18°C and the
temperature on the ice is -3°C to -5°C.
[lumination on the ice field is 1,300 lux.
The basement contains dozens of rooms
including players’ rest rooms, conference
rooms, referees’ rooms, physical training
halls and skate repair rooms,

The Changgwang Health Complex
stands by the Ice Rink. It accommodates
over 16,000 people a day. It was com-
pleted in April 1980. It has a total floor
space of 38,000 square metres. It com-
prises a four-storied bathhouse, a two-
storied house containing indoor pools,
two large paddling pools, barber’s shops
and beauty parlours.

In the house containing the pools there
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are a swimming pool, a diving pool equip-
ped with springboards at different heights
of less than 10 metres and stands for 2,028

persons, Swimming contests are often held

here.

I Moran Hill

Moran Hill is situated in the heart
of Pyongyang and is called the
“garden of the capital”. One of the
peaks of the hill is shaped like mag-
nolia flower and so was once called
“moranbong”’ (peak of magnolia),
which later came to be used as mean-
ing the hill itself.

The highest peak of the hill is
Choesungdae which is 95 metres

high. On the hill there are over 180
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Changgwang Health Complex

kinds of trees and over 120 kinds of
flowers.

On Moran Hill there are historicg]
relics of Koguryo including the moss-
grown walls of Pyongyang, Ulmil
Pavilion, Chilsong Gate and
Chongnyu Pavilion, and the 22
metre-high two-tiered Moran cas-
cade and the Chongnyu waterfalls. At
the foot of Moran Hill are the Arch of
Triumph, Kim Il Sung Stadium and
the Kaeson Youth Park.

Moran Hill

" The Arch of Triumph J

The Arch of Triumph was erected to
commemorate the triumphal return home
of President Kim Il Sung after the a-
chievement of national liberation. The
Arch of Triumph was unveiled in April
1982 on the occasion of his 70th birthday.

The Arch of Triumph was built with
more than 10,500 well-cut granite blocks.
It is 60 metres high and 52.5 metres wide.

The gateway of the arch is 27 metres high
and 18.6 metres wide.

Inscribed on the face of the arch are the
“Song of General Kim 1l Sung” and the
figures “1925" and *1945”, which mark
the year when the President set out on the
path of national liberation and the year of
his triumphal return home after achieving
national liberation. The four columns of
the arch bear relievos.

[' Kim Il Sung Stadium

Kim Il Sung Stadium stands near the
Arch of Triumph at the foot of Moran
Hill.

Immediately after liberation there wasa
public playground there, where on his
trjumphal return  home  President
Kim 1l Sung delivered a speech on
October 14, 1945. Later Moranbong
Stadium was built on the site. In April
1982 the stadium was rebuilt and enlarged
to accommodate 100,000 people and re-
named Kim 1l Sung Stadium,

The stadium has a total area of 46,000
square metres.

The Koguryo Tombs and Their
Mural Paintings

The tombs of Koguryo with mural
paintings discovered so far number
almost 8o. They were found in the
areas around Pyongyang, the capital of
Koguryo, and Jian on the banks of the
Amnok River, as well as in an area
extending over South Hwanghae
Province.

These mural tombs are attributed to
the period from the mid-3rd century
BC to the mid-yth century when
Koguryo ceased its existence. Each
tomb consists of chambers and an
aisle. Their walls, ceilings, doors and
columns were built with faced stones.

The murals painted with mineral

pigments have not discoloured with
age and give a vivid and realistic
portrayal of the subjects.

The themes of the murals vary
somewhat with the times, Prevalent
until the early 6th century were figure
and genre paintings and after the mid-
6th century, the imaginative paintings
of the four guardian-gods which were
believed to guard the four sides
became popular.

A mural tomb discovered in
December 1976 in Tokhung-ti con-
tains mural painting of “A Herdsman
and Weaving Girl”,
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