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Regrettably however, the bourgeois left lends to internalise the narrative of
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Socialist Republicanism,, as the application of Marxism to the conditions of 
Ire land t has always taken the most correct ideas from international 
socialism as inspiration. Just as we can see a sequence from Marx to Lenin 
to Mao, in Ireland wc can see the continuity from Connolly to Mellows to 
Costello and Lynagh, to the countless socialist republicans that have 
searched for a coherent strategy that will provide a path out of the 
nightmares thrown up by imperialism.

Of great significance was the orchestrated visit in 2011 by Queen Elizabeth 
of Britain to the Garden of Remembrance, a memorial to those patriots that 
died for the cause of Irish freedom. As the Queen passed the gathered 
dignitaries, former Taoiseach Albert Reynolds, grinning like an imbecile, 
gave her two thumbs up. Naturally the queen ignored the capering of the 
Free State trained monkey and moved on, her entourage gazing disdainfully 
at the spectacle of colonial subservience. As always the Irish media 
pretended not to see the humiliation that was being heaped upon its 
country. 'Ibis month the charade continued as royal parasites William and 
Kate Windsor toured Ireland as part of the same process of normalisation.

Many such events have caused cringing embarrassment to every self- 
respecting Irish woman and man and delight to the ruling class and its 
mouthpieces. As always, the custodians of the Free State find ever new 
lows in their further descent into degradation. Ever looking to integrate into 
the family of imperialist nations, this ruling class continues to apologise to 
Britain for every act of resistance carried out by those Irish people that 
stood up to fight for social, political and economic liberty.

the dominant Free State class analysis, and countering this 
takes a degree of commit ment that is large ly lacking among 
the Irish left. Many then feci the need to begin their 
pronouncements with assurances that they are not like 
Lenin, Stalin or Mao; the practicing Marxists that met with 
many failures but also got results. There have been 
numerous myths, many of them wilfully concocted, about 
ML.M: That it is a ‘peasant ideology' with no lineage to 
Marxism. Sometimes also it is ascribed to such people as 
Robert Mugabe or indeed, the old favourite, Pol Pot.

When the Andes Roared.......25

The Revolutionary Contributions of 
'fao Zedong....31

Marxism-Uminism-Maoism is the inspiration for the most successful 
secular revolutionary forces of the 21“ century. Delivering concrete 
revolutionary results with all their successes and failures, Maoism fully 
emerged into the sunlight at a time when capitalism was declaring 
communism to be dead. While Francis Fukuyama pronounced the end of 
history, revolutionary movements in Peru, India, Nepal and the Philippines 
among others, proclaimed that history followed the ceaseless emergence 
and resolution of contradictions as against Fukuyama’s notions of absolutes 
and historical stagnation. A third stage of revolutionary science, Maoism is 
an ideological development of Marxism, possessing elements that are 
universally applicable, rather titan just a ‘thought ’ following on from Stalin 
as the interlocutor of Marxism-Leninism.
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It is a long time since James Connolly warned of the Carnival of 
Reaction that would follow should British imperialism be allowed to 
partition Ireland. More than a hundred years later, Ireland remains an 
island playing host to two failed states with a British border running 
through it. Both the colonial and semi-colonial statelets produced the 
ruling classes that suited their relationship to British imperialism: The 
Northern Unionists with their Protestant supremacy and self- 
righteousness, and Southern nationalism with its backward thinking 
and craven subservience, To paraphrase Liam Mellows, a Worker’s 
Republic can be erected only on their ruins.

In a bourgeois democracy the country is run by the 
dictatorship of the bourgeoisie, the parameters of debate 
being rigidly set between only bourgeois parties, from the 
fascists on one side to the left liberal identitarians on the 
other. All democratic debate is thrashed out between these 
two immovable pillars. To step outside is to be ignored or 
ridiculed. The Irish Free State’s current, supposedly 
sensible, edifice has allowed its citizens to freeze to death on 
the streets. It continues its active destruction of our 
environment and the pillaging of our resources, and actively 
seeks to integrate itself further into the EU imperialist bloc 
with its escalating aggression, Tire crimes of the British 
occupation forces against the Irish people in the North are 
too numerous to recount here, and the overriding 
pacification project that has followed the surrender of 1998 
is still an obstacle. The forces aligned against 
revolutionaries in Ireland therefore are significant.

But history has demonstrated that a new world is possible, 
and as Mao has declared, ‘The future is ours, if we dure to 
scale the heights. ’



Sean Cronin, IRA Chief of Staff
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But the relationship has been two-fold. When developing the 
proletarian military strategy, the universal theory of Protracted People’s 
War, Mao Zedong paid close attention and spent a long time studying 
the lessons of the Irish Revolution. Mao was particularly interested in 
the Irish Republican Army’s (IRA) guerrilla campaign against British 
Imperialism between 1919-1921, its mass character and the efforts of 
the revolutionary movement to build new power across the country to 
replace the colonial administration. Mao gave careful study to the 
ERA’s guerrilla campaign in the countryside, but also was impressed by 
the urban guerrilla campaign the IRA waged in the cities, particularly 
Dublin, targeting key personalities of the colonial regime for 
assignation and operating widespread intelligence and sabotage 
networks to cripple the enemy at the centre of their power.

The purpose of this article therefore, by studying our revolutionary 
history through the weapon of Marxism, is to argue that Maoism is not 
a foreign or alien ideology imported to Ireland, but a very natural and 
organic development of proletarian revolutionary science in this 
country. Il is also an argument, as set out above that the revolutionary 
experience in Ireland has had an important impact on the creation and 
development of the proletarian military line, Protracted People’s War.

From this study of the Irish Revolution and from his analysis of the 
history and conditions of China as well as the revolutionary experience 
of the international proletariat, Mao Zedong was able to develop his 
military theories and formulated the great weapon of the working class, 
the universal theory of Protracted People’s War. Mao saw the 
importance of the Republican revolutionaries methods not only to 
mobilise the great masses of the people in the revolutionary war, but 
also in developing a Revolutionary People’s parliament and alternative 
power structures as the backbone of the revolution. This experience, 
along with the Paris Commune and the world historic success of the 
Great October Socialist Revolution gave Mao and the Chinese 
revolutionaries’ practical examples to study when working to build Red 
Power in China.

Since the victory of the Chinese Revolution, the most advanced 
sections of Irish Republicanism have been studying the lessons of both 
the Russian and Chinese Revolution, and working to apply their 
universal aspects to the concrete conditions in Ireland.

In preparation for the IRA’s border campaign from 1956-1962, the key 
architect of the campaign, Sean Cronin, an IR A Chief of Staff, paid 
particular attention to Chairman Mao’s military writings and strategy as 
well as studying the examples of Guerrilla Warfare in Ireland, most 
notably from 1919-1923. Cronin then pul together a highly detailed 
guerrilla strategy, for a military campaign in the British Occupied Six 
Counties of Ireland. Building on the example of the Tan War, Cronin's 
strategy paid particular attention to the lessons of the Red Army a^d the 
Guerrilla units in the Chinese Revolution, and this was summed up in 
the document “Handbook for Volunteers”, which the IRA produced for 
its members as a guide to action for the Border campaign.

On October 1 1949. seventy one years ago this year, Chairman 
Mao and the Communist Party of China led the Chinese People to 
victors in the world’s second successful, world historic Socialist 
Revolution, demonstrating that capitalism and imperialism can be 
overthrown by the organised and disciplined revolutionary actions 
of the people.

in this early study of the Maoist methods by Irish re volutionaries, the 
IRA leadership had successfully understood the military importance of 
the theory of Protracted People’s War, but had failed to grasp the 
importance of its political aspects. The IRA leadership therefore had 
failed to understand the ideological importance of the weapon in its 
hands and relying on purely military action, the campaign was doomed 
to failure.

Seamus Costello from Bray, Co. Wicklow, was imprisoned by the Free 
State Government during the Border Campaign and was subsequently 
interned in the Curragh Military Base in Co. Kildare. Costello would 
later refer lo this time as his “university days”. While in the Curragh, 
Costello and a group of other IRA prisoners used their time to study 
revolution and apply the lessons to conditions in Ireland. In particular 
the IRA prisoners studied the example of the successful Chinese 
Revolution, the writings of Mao, and were especially inspired by the 
then ongoing Vietnamese Revolution, led by the Communist Party of 
Vietnam, and paid particular attention to the writings of Ho Chi Minh 
and Vo Nguyen Giap. the key leaders of that revolution. Through this 
study, Costello became convinced that only a People’s War with the 
active political support and involvement of the Irish Working Class, 
could achieve victory in the struggle for National Liberation and

While Cronin's plan was militarily sound, his error was not in realising 
the importance of the political aspects of Mao’s teachings for 
Revolution, and their interrelated nature to military actions, focusing 
instead almost exclusively on the military elements of revolution. This 
weakness was later criticised by then IRA Volunteer Seamus Costello 
who bad joined the movement in Dun Laoghaire and was active in the 
Border campaign. Costello would later play a key role in advancing the 
struggle for National Liberation in Ireland, staling that the Border 
Campaign failed “not because of the lack of popular support of the 
people, but because of the lack of their popular involvement'' in the 
campaign

^Maoism and Irish Republicanism^



Seamus Costello

Socialism in Ireland. Building such a strategy became his life’s work.

In Proud Memor< f

1

Seamus Costello then can be seen as an anti-revisionist Maixisl- The IRSP remembers PLA Volunteer Hugh Ferguson

4

uson

During the 1980s as the Communist Party of Peru under Chairman 
Gonzalo began to synthesise Marxism-Lcninism-Maoism as a third and 
higher stage of Revolutionary Socialism through the People’s war in 
Peru, Maoism would again have a deep influence on the most advanced 
sections of the Irish Republican Army.

Released from interaimenli and with the failure of the Border Campaign, 
Costello wasted no time reorganising the IRA to continue the 
Revolution. Over die course of the next decade, Costello would play a 
key role in ensuring the Republican Movement adopted Revolutionary 
Socialism and became involved in the People’s Struggles against 
Capitalism and Imperialism.
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On September lb 1964, as the IRA was reorganising, Seamus Costello 
went to Paris, knocked on the door of the Chinese Embassy, and 
officially requested assistance from the Communist Party of China for 
“the Irish struggle against British Imperialist rule and to establish a 
democratic People’s Republic.”

While it remains unknown what, if any, assistance the CCP provided to 
Irish Revolutionaries, the event is important for a number of reasons. 
Firstly, the move suggests that Costello and sections of Republican 
Movement were acutely aware of the two line struggle in the 
International Communist Movement and were consciously rejecting the 
"peaceful coexistence” advocated by Moscow, and were adopting an 
anti-revisionist position. It is clear from this action that Costello and his 
supporters were looking to Chairman Mao and the Communist Party of 
China as the leaders of the world revolution. This is further supported 
by events following the establishment of the Irish Republican Socialist 
Movement (IRSM) in 1974, when Costello derided the position of the 
‘stickles’ for being counter revolutionary, revisionist and pro-Mosoow. 
Castello understood that the class and national struggle were the same 
fight, understanding therefore the political and military application of 
Peoples War. Evidence of the inspiration from Maoism can also be seen 
from the first name chosen by Costello for the new revolutionary army 
established in 1974 to continue to wage revolutionary armed struggle, 
The Army was called the People’s Liberation Army and later became 
the Irish National Liberation Army.

From a youthful Volunteer of the 1950s, throughout the 60’s Costello 
rose quickly through die ranks of the IRA becoming first, director of 
operations and later Adjutant General or second in command of the 
Republican Movement. Speaking of the reorganisation, Costello would 
say it was great ‘to see the cars flying around again’.

Vol. Hugh Fera
PLA/INLA

Assassinated February 20th 1975

Leninist who recognised Mao and the Communist Party of China as 
the leaders of the International Communist Movement who sought 
their aid for a People’s War in Ireland to establish a socialist People’s 

Republic,

It is clear then that the advanced sections of Irish Republicanism paid 
close attention to Hie lessons of the Chinese revolution throughout the 
1950s and based on this experience came to adopt an anti-revisionist 
Marxist Leninist position in the 1960s. In the 1970s, Maoism would 
continue to be the guide of the most advanced sections of the 
Republican Movement.

In November 1972, IRA Volunteer Noel Jenkinson, from Sallynoggin 
in Dun Laoghaire, was imprisoned for the Aidershot bombing in 
England. A comrade of Seamus Costello, Jenkinson was also an anti- 
revisionist Marxist-Leninist and a strong supporter of Chairman Mao. 
As well as being an IRA Volunteer, while in England, Noel Jenkinson 
was active in Maoist politics and was a member of both the Communist 
Party of Great Britain and later the anti-revisionist Committee to Defeat 
Revisionism, for Communist Unity. The operation Jenkinson was 
arrested for is widely believed to have been masterminded by Costello, 
and this suggests that Maoist influenced volunteers were actively 
working together in the early 1970s. While in prison, Jenkinson 
rejected the counter-revolutionary and revisionist position of the 
‘stickles,’ and resigned from the organisation, joining instead the 
Provisional Movement. Jenkinson died in a British Prison, of suspected 
poisoning by British Intelligence and the Republican Movement was 
robbed of a deeply committed Maoist Cadre.



Suspicious of the Belfast leadership, who were viewed as running down
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IRISH SOCIALIST REPUBLICANS
By May 1987. Seamus McElwaine, Jim Lynagh, Padraig McKeamey 
and Patrick Kelly had been systematically taken out by the hated SAS 
paramilitary regiment along with dozens of the Republican .Army’s 
most active and effective guerrillas in the border region.

Britain’s terrorists in Ireland were ordered to address this threat with 
immediate effect, and launched a widespread shoot to kill operation 
against the Tyrone IRA’s revolutionary cadre.

The alternative revolutionary leadership was wiped out by imperialism 
and the path was now clear for the reformist Belfast leadership to seek 
compromise and join the colonial apparatus. While the IRA in the 
border area continued with the PPW strategy, by 1992 the shoot to kill 
campaign had taken a heavy toll on the Cadre and it became clear that 
the task of building a Protracted People’s War for National Liberation

Towards this end, this group of IRA Cadre organised 
a military conference in 1986 in the Monaghan home 
of the IRA commander Seamus McElwaine and 
attended by other important IRA leaders including 
Patrick Kelly. The purpose of this meeting was to 
reorganise the revolutionary armed struggle in the 
border areas into a Protracted People’s War and to 
discuss the necessity of breaking with the provisional 
movement and establishing a new revolutionary 
movement to oversee the waging of this campaign.

As the cadre present at this meeting were in command 
of the majority of the IRA’s Brigades and Active 
Service Units in the border region, the strategy was 
enacted at once, particularly in the occupied counties 
of Fermanagh and Tyrone.

HI

In the H-Blocks of Long Kesh, a British prison and torture camp in 
Ireland, Republican Prisoners again began to study and apply the 
teachings of Chairman Mao to the conditions in Ireland, ERA prisoners 
around the legendary commanders Jim Lynagh and Padraig McKeamey 
were intently studying ''Quotations from Cliairtnan Mao and other 
writings of Maoist Revolutionaries.

Jim Lynagh (front right) walks behind the coffin of his dose friend and comrade 
Seamus McElwaine.

The plan was worked out methodically. IRA Guerrilla fighters would 
embark on the strategic defensive, consolidating the overwhelming 
support in the border region for the revolution and working to build 
active base areas by driving the occupation forces in rural communities 
out of the area entrenching them in the big towns and cities and 
replacing the colonial administration with the Republican Movement.
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the IRA and compromising with Britain, on their 
release from prison Lynagh and McKeamey were 
concerned that moves were afoot to dismantle the 
revolutionary armed struggle in and replace it with a 
compromise with imperialism. Both men were 
determined to develop the revolutionary struggle in 
the border counties along the laws of Protracted 
People’s War, putting the war in the hands of the 
masses, to guard against any such move.

K.

A full time flying column was also to be established based deep in the 
26 county state and launching offensive operations from the base areas 
along the border. Through this strategy it was hoped to extend the base 
areas under the control of the revolutionary movement and move to a 
strategic equilibrium in terms of potver before a final strategic 
offensive.

"It is right 
to rebel”

This reorganisation by the Maoist Republican Cadre of the Republican 
Army in the border region caused considerable fear both within the 
Provisional Leadership, the Colonial office in the Six Counties and 
particularly within the corridors of power in Whitehall and 
Westminster.

•* $

By this stage British Imperialism had identified a section of the 
Provisional leadership that it could do business with and were not 
willing to sit idly by while a credible, ideologically driven alternative 
leadership that was capable of organising and leading a national 
revolutionary movement.



Saluting the memory of Noel Jenkinson
and Socialism would be left for another generation.

ISR: Following in the footsteps of giants
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The compromise reached between the reformist leadership of the 
provisional movement and British Imperialism was a major bump in die 
road for revolutionary straggle in Ireland that has taken almost 22 years 
to recover from.

However throughout the slack period when the revolutionary tide 
seemed to have ebbed. Maoism continued to provide inspiration and 
guidance to die most ideologically advanced sections of the Republican 
movement. Much of this took place behind closed doors and involved 
intensive discussions by revolutionary republicans, determined to 
rebuild the movement and the struggle for National Liberation and 
Socialism.

it is this author’s hope that ISR will continue to develop along this 
trajectory in the coming years and through a deepening and developing 
of Socialist Republicanism and Maoism can. in classic Maoist fashion, 
move from being an organisation that started small and weak to one 
that is big and strong and positioned in the leadership to wage a 
successful protracted struggle for National Liberation and Socialism, 
that mobilises the masses for the Revolutionary re-conquest of Irish 
Society,
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Credibly, within three years ISR has managed to establish a presence 
across the country, particularly on the east coast and has managed to 
establish itself as one of the key and most active revolutionary 
organisations in Ireland's capital, Dublin, marking it out as one of the 
most ideologically advanced sections of the Republican Movement.

In the three years since then. ISR by studying and applying Marxism- 
Leninism-Maoism to the concrete condition in Ireland, have developed 
a coherent revolutionary strategy to mobilise the masses, defeat 
capitalism and imperialism and rebuild the All Ireland People’s 
Republic that was violently suppressed in 1922.
It is this author’s opinion that the formation of an explicitly Maoist 
Republican Movement is a major milestone for the revolutionary 
struggle in Ireland. Although it remains far too early to assess the 
impact of such an organisation comprehensively, it is clear that by 
combining Socialist Republicanism with Marxism-Leninism-Maoism 
ISR has managed to appeal to new recruits to add alongside its 
experienced revolutionary cadre, a cadre that includes veterans of the 
struggle for National Liberation and Socialism whose involvement 
stretches back before the split in the Republican movement in 1969.

Though mainly behind the scenes, the influence of Maoism on 
Republican thinking sometimes spilled out into the open in forums such 
as the Fourthwrile magazine and in prisoners publications such as the 
New Republican Forum’s magazine (also called Forum). Further 
evidence of the Maoist influence can also be seen from the 
fragmentation of the Provisional Movement and with the formal ending 
of the Provisional IRA campaign in 2005. With the numerous new 
formations Oral emerged from this decision, these regrouped explicitly 
around the ideology of Socialist Republicanism, which has always been 
the most advanced application of the Marxist revolutionary method in 
Ireland.

The years of mass working class struggle beginning in 2008 with the 
economic collapse, through to die campaign against household and 
water taxes would see revolutionary republicans once again making 
organic links with the most advanced sections of the working class and 
engaging in a protracted period of peoples straggle against the puppet 
counter-revolutionary institutions al Stormont and Leinster House. It 
was during this period that sections of Revolutionary Socialist 
Republicans began to study the Marxism-Leninism-Maoism as a guide 
to action and a way forward for the revolutionary struggle in Ireland

In 2017, a generation after the systematic assassinations of the Maoist 
Revolutionary IRA leaders in the border region and the compromise of 
the reformist Belfast leadership of the Provisional Movement. Irish 
Socialist Republicans (ISR) was established as a revolutionary 
organisation upholding Marxism-Leninism-Maoism as a third and 
higher stage of Marxism and the shining path to Revolution in Ireland.
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slating that, 'If! wished to refute all such 
objectives in advance, 1 should spoil the 
whole dialectical method of exposition 
On the contrary, the good thing about this 
method is that it is constantly setting 
traps for those fellows which will provoke 
them into an untimely display of their 
idiocy.'
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Marx’s critical theories around economics 
and politics held that human societies 
develop through class struggle and in 
capitalism, this manifests itself in the conflict 
between the ruling classes, the bourgeoisie, 
that control the means of production and the 
working classes that enable these means by 
selling their labour power in return for 
wages. Employing a historical materialist 
approach, Marx predicted that, like previous 
socio-economic systems, capitalism produced 
internal tensions which would lead to its own 
destruction and its replacement by socialism. 
Marx suggests that the instability and crisis- 
prone nature of capitalism causes class 
antagonism to exacerbate the working class' 
development of class consciousness, leading 
to their conquest of political power and the 
establishment of a classless, communist 
society.

The financial journalist Janies Buchan 
writes that, 'Marx is so embedded in our 
western cast of thought that few people 
are even aware of their debt to him. 
Everybody 1 know now believes that their 
attitudes are to an extent a creation of 
their material circumstances - ’that, on 
the contrary, their social being 
determines their consciousness ", as Marx 
wrote - and that changes in the ways 
things are produced profoundly affect the 
affairs of humanity even outside the work­
shop or factory. ’

Marxism emerged out of German classical 
philosophy and numerous socialist theories, 
most of which originated in France, giving 
expression to the hopes and aims of the 
emerging proletariat and being both a 
reflection of and a protest against capitalist 
exploitation and oppression. Marx drew 
scientific socialism out of these disparate and 
flawed socialist theories developing what 
became known as scientific socialism.

The economics correspondent to the New 
Yorker, John Cassidy, in 1997 reported a 
conversation with a British investment 
banker working in New York. 'The 
longer I spend on Wall Street,' the banker 
said, ‘the more convinced I am that Marx 
was right. There is a Nobel Prize out 
there for an economist who resurrects 
Marx and puts it into a coherent theory. I 
am absolutely convinced that Marx's 
approach is the best way to look at 
capitalism.' As to Clinton’s, “It’s the 
economy, stupid”. Cassidy pointed out 
that 'Marx’s own term for this theory was 
"the materialist conception of history", 
and it is now so widely accepted that 
analysts of ail political views use it, like 
[James] Carville, without any attribution, 
men conservatives argue that the 
welfare state is doomed because it stifles 
private enterprise, or that the soviet union 
collapsed because it could not match the 
efficiency of western capitalism, they are 
adopting Marx's argument that 
economics is the driving force of human 
development

There have been attempts in more recent 
times to downgrade Marx's theories or, 
unable to convincingly dismiss Marx’s 
contribution, admit the value of his works, 
strive to remove their revolutionary 
character, Marx's ideas however are bound to 
triumph, for behind them was the whole force 
of historical inevitability. The truth of Marx's 
theories ensured that he would always have 
the last laugh, and, writing to Engels in 1867, 
Marx anticipated the attacks on Das Kapital,

Because of his political activities, Marx 
was forced to live in exile with his family 
in London where he continued to develop 
his thought in collaboration with German 
revolutionary Friedrich Engels. His most 
famous works are perhaps The 
Communist Manifesto, and the three- 
volume Das Kapital, his political and 
philosophical thought having great 
influence on subsequent intellectual, 
economic and political history.

Ideas or theory are always the product of 
material conditions and this is true of 
Marx’s theory itself. Whenever new 
material conditions arise, new ideas and 
theories also emerge, the socio-economic 
changes of the time providing the basis 
for the development of Marxist doctrine. 
Marxist political economy emerged from 
the Industrial Revolution of 1760-1830, 
which centred in England hut influenced 
the whole world. It allowed Marx to 
discover the laws of motion of capitalism, 
its contradictions and the doctrine of 
surplus value which uncovers the roots of 
exploitation. England being the centre of 
the modem industrial bourgeoisie also 
provided the intellectual arguments of the 
bourgeoisie in its struggle against

Karl Marx, a German philosopher, 
economist, historian, sociologist, 
political theorist, journalist and 
socialist revolutionary, was born on the 
5lh May 1818, in Trier, Rhenish 
Prussia. The main components of 
Marxist ideology were the Marxist 
philosophy of dialectical materialism, 
Marxist political economy and the 
theory of scientific socialism whereby 
Marx developed the science concerning 
the laws governing the development of 
nature and society, thus making it an 
all-encompassing science of revolution.
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Calm returned to the scene. Four lay dead in the van, which had been 
riddled. Two more men lay near the barracks, around twenty yards 
apart, while- another man lay sixty yards from the barracks on. the road 
towards the centre of the village. One man made it out of the van, 
attempting to escape into the football field, climbing a locked gate in 
the process. British soldiers stationed behind the hedgerows cut him 
down ten yards into the field. Close-by, Anthony Hughes, a motorist, 
was killed and his brother Oliver severely wounded. Their car had been 
fired upon and hit 50' times from a garden 10 yards to their rear.

On Friday, the 8th May 1987, just after 7.15pm, the sound of the engine 
of a JCB mechanical digger, its bucket high, broke the silence as it 
trundled into the village. A weapon of war, two masked gunmen 
standing on either side of the driver, the JCB ploughed into the wall 
like a tank breaking through the wire mesh rocket-proof fencing that 
surrounded the station, the low wall preventing a full breach, and 
ramming into the building to maximise the coming blast. Bringing up 
the rear was a Toyota Hiace van, containing the rest of the eight-man 
Active Service Unit (ASU) of the East Tyrone Brigade of the Irish 
Republican Army (IRA).

County Tyrone is the largest of the Occupied Six Counties of 
Ireland, stretching from Strabanc to the border with the 26 
Counties at Monaghan, Across the border into County Armagh 
there are miles of desolate moor with farmland and scattered 
towns. The slopes of the rolling countryside around the village of 
Loughgall are dotted with apple trees, in what is, the County’s 
‘Orchard Country’. As one approaches Loughgall from Armagh 
City, the Ballcygasey Road slopes downwards past a walled copse 
and a football field to the right, by the Royal Ulster Constabulary 
(RUC) barracks on the left. The road progresses between a row of 
small bungalows and a former military barracks. On past the local 
football team’s clubhouse and a small telephone exchange, the road 
then curves uphill to the left into the main part of the village and 
the church that stands at its centre.

On that day. the IRA lost some of the cream of its guerrilla fighters’ 
Patrick Kelly (30), Dungannon, County Tyrone, Padraig McKeamey 
(33), Moy, County Tyrone, James Lynagh (32), Monaghan Town, 
County Monaghan, Declan John Arthurs (21), Galbally, County 
Tyrone, Michael Anthony Gormley (24), Galbally, Seamus Donnelly 
(19), Aughnaskea, County Tyrone, Eugene Kelly (26), Cappagh, 
County Tyrone, and Gerard O’Callaghan (29), Tullymore, Near 
Armagh City,

While the attack was taking place two IRA scouts waited a short 
distance away at a pick-up point. One of the scouts said later that when 
members of the ASU failed to appear he and his comrade became 
concerned. Making their way into Loughgall in separate vehicles to 
investigate, they came face to face with members of the SAS at the 
ambush site.

One of the scouts sat “frozen" in the cross hairs of an SAS man’s sights 
as he looked towards the blue Hiace van and the bodies of his comrades 
lying around it. He was later to recall that while the SAS men he 
encountered were calm, others were “dancing” around the van. “At that 
stage there was aw odd isolated1shot, “ he said. "/ could see the carnage 
down at the van... The boys [SAS men] who were with us were in 
control, but the boys around the van were in a frenzy. ”

As the masked men emerged from the van to rake the barracks with 
gunfire, the three on the JCB disembarked to light the fuse of the bomb 
stowed in the digger’s bucket. Then die shooting began. Directed 
against the van, over thirty-six men of the British occupation’s elite 
Special Air Service (SAS) that had been lying in wait with heavy 
machine guns and automatic weapons, fired from at least four points. 
The bomb detonated, blowing off the barracks roof and largely 
demolishing it, the high velocity gunfire continuing for five minutes. 
Some now estimate that the number of rounds fired could have been as 
high as 1200,

Father Charles Devlin, who administered the last rites to the flten, 
noticed that all had been shot in the head, some in the face. All had

O II
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In the days that followed, a spokesperson for the East Tyrone Brigade 
stated. 'ffe attacked Dungannon courthouse a few days ago (Thursday' 
7 May) and the Loughgall attack was part of the IRA’s plan to hit areas 
which had remained untouched. We went to show that (here is no 
normalisation and the SAS action proves we ore fo a wr siiWkw. W? 
have o/nwgs maintained that; they [the British] htrve a/wys practiced if 
but ney’er admitted it “

It was the heaviest single death toll suffered by the IRA in all the years 
of the so-called ‘Troubles,’ and indeed the biggest loss suffered since 
the 1920s, sparking off disturbances in nationalist areas across the 
north. In the days that followed, scuffles broke out at Lynagh’s funeral 
between mourners and Gaidai, one member of Special Branch being 
forced to fire his machine gun into the air

Top Row: Declan Arthurs, Seamus Donnelly. Tony Gormley, Eugene Kelly. Bottom Row: Patrick Kelly. Jim Lynagh, Padraig 
McKeamey, Gerard O'Callaghan

The SAS on the day were backed up by scores of officers from the 
HMSU and at least fifty of the Army’s and RUC’s most highly trained 
officers in surveillance techniques. There were also several companies 
of Ulster Defence Regiment (UDR) and regular army as well as mobile 
police squads. It was therefore an operation involving hundreds of 
soldiers and police.

of fifteen SAS from G Squadron, a rapid reaction force, that were flown 
into the Six Counties.
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Tire JCB digger had been hijacked that day from Peter Markle’s farm at 
630pm near Moy Village by five IRA volunteers. Two of the men 
stayed with the family to prevent them reporting the hijacking, the 
digger taking a circuitous route that was nine miles to Loughgall, 
picking up the 200 lb bomb that they were to use on the way. Scout 
cars were also in operation throughout the area. The rest of the 
attacking group were travelling in (he blue Toyota Hiace van that had 
been hijacked from a business premises in Dungannon by masked men 
at 230pm that day.

The decision to put men inside the station, six SAS men, two members 
of the RUC elite paramilitary' wing, the Headquarters Mobile Support 
Unit (HMSU) and a local officer in case a member of the public arrived 
at the barracks door, was designed to allow a ‘clean kill.' While all 
involved recognised that they were at war, to maintain the British 
Army’s declared status in the north, it was necessary to appear as 
though the occupation acted in accordance with British civilian law 
through the ‘Army Yellow Card.’ According to Mark Urban, an SAS 
man explained to him that, 'The Yellow Card rides are officially seen to 
cover Loughgall. but of course they don'(. You put your men in the 
station. That way they [the IRA] are threatening you without even 
knowing it. That's how you get around the 'Yellow Card.'

The British ambush had been taking shape for some days before tlie 
attack. The IRA unit had been shadowed by Army Surveillance and 
Special Branch for some time it appeared, It had also been decided that 
the twenty-four SAS that were resident in the Six Counties were 
insufficient, the regiment’s HQ in Hereford, providing a further group

The SAS went into position in Loughgall many hours before the 
ambush. At one point two elderly dog walkers stumbled upon them but 
it was deemed safe for the operation to continue. The SAS men were 
commanded by a staff sergeant, their mission having been defined os an 
OP/React observation post: A coded term for an ambush. There were 
two or more 7.62 mm belt-fed General Purpose Machine Guns with the 
group, the others carrying mostly MI6 Armalitcs and Heckler and Koch 
assault rifles. The main body, termed the ‘assault’ or ‘killer’ group, was 
deployed in two main groupings. The larger, containing the heavy 
machine guns, was positioned in the copse overlooking the barracks. 
The other was in and around the station itself and there were also at 
least two “cut-off groups' in the village.

been shot multiple times. No attempt was made to take prisoners, 
marking a hard line that British imperialism was taking in the border 
counties area.
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Three of the ASU travelled with the digger while the remaining five 
went ahead in the van, scouting for patrols and checkpoints, of which 
there were none. Arthurs drove the digger through the town past the 
barracks before returning back the way he had come. The van then did 
likewise. This suggests some doubt in the operation and Arthurs and 
another IRA man relumed in a scout car to look over the area. Arthurs 
then mounted the digger, O’Callaghan and Gormley climbing 
alongside, on cither side- of him

The JCB flanked by the van moved into the SAS kill zone, which was a 
three point triangular formation designed to eliminate everybody within 
its parameters. The SAS opened lire from various vantage points, 
including from within the station itself and Ireland lost eight of its 
greatest sons.
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The police station itself was a part-time post, manned by just three or 
four RUC men and open only in mornings and afternoons.

When the explosion was heard, another of the surviving guerrilla scouts 
said that within minutes a large number of ‘regular1 British soldiers 
jumped from the helicopter he had spotted earlier, the SAS men 
disappearing from the scene. A scout car picked up the volunteers at the 
Mackie Farm and the remnants of the Brigade went to ground.

Lynagh, McKeamey and other members of the Tyrone Brigade 
opposed much of the Adams agenda, especially the dropping of 
abstenttontsm, fearing that the accepting of the Free State parliament 
would ultimately lead to the recognition of the Stormont and 
Westminster parliaments. This, they reasoned, would likelv lead to the 
dilutwn of armed struggle, the Republican movement being led down 

>e rem end of constitutionalism. Their opposition to the Adams 
euders^p was expressed in both military and political terms. At the

« lyrone-Monaghan brigade convention, which chose delegates for 
c . rmy JMivention, Lynagh and McKeamey spoke against the 

nation clashing with Chief-of-Staff Kevin McKenna who was in
} ne but politically in the Adams camp.

time brigade operations were suspended for internal investigations to be 
carried out. The British claim that information came from electronic 
surveillance need not be taken at face value and Liam Ryan, who did 
the intelligence work, concluded that the information came from higher 
up than Tyrone. It was to be over two years before the IRA would again 
commit a large number of men to an operation.

Jim Lvnagh joined the IRA in his teens and operated with die East 
Tyrone Brigade until, in 1973, lie narrowly escaped death when the 
bomb he was carrying went off prematurely. He spent the next five 
years in Long Kesh. On his release, Lynagh was then elected a 
councillor to Monaghan Urban District Council in 1979 for Sinn Fem 
In 1980 he appeared in court in the 26 Counties charged with 
membership of the IRA, but released a few months later. In 1982, 
Lynagh was arrested in possession of twelve rounds of ammunition and 
sentenced to five years in Portlaoise Prison in the 26 Counties. After his 
release in 1986. Lynagh was kept under close surveillance.

Lynagh had a reputation as a fearless volunteer with personal charm 
although the media would attempt to paint him as a suitably cliched 
dour fanatic. Lynagh had become close to Padraig McKeamey, whom 
he met in jail. Aller his arrest in 1972, McKeamey spent some of his 
time in Magilligan Prison in the company of Lynagh. It is here that they 
are known to have studied the works of Chairman Mao. McKeamey 
had been rate of the escapees from the Kesh in 1983 and he ami I .ynagh 
later worked together on operations after McKeamey re-joined IRA 
activity in early 1984 in his native East Tyrone. Former IRA member 
Vincent McKenna once said, 'Lynagh was into Maoism and all that 
sort of shite because he'd had time to read in jail. The lilies of Tom 
Murphy and Kevin McKenna had probably never read a book in their 
lives.'

The killings were part of a concentrated British Army and loyalist death 
squad campaign against republicans in the border counties. Within the 
next five years, the British Army and its proxies killed over twenty IRA 
volunteers and more than twice that number of sympathisers and 
ordinary Catholics. The Tyrone Brigade, with its distinctive political­
military outlook had support that extended to some of the most active 
IRA volunteers, not just the bulk of the Tyrone ASU but also those 
operating in Armagh, South Derry and Monaghan. Of these, such men 
as Seamus McElwaine, Dessie Grew, Michael Ryan, Antoin MacGiolla 
Bhnde and Kieran Fleming were to be killed by undercover British 
operations; Liam Ryan, whit had survived the Loughgall ambush being 
killed by the loyalist counter-gang, the Ulster Volunteer Force (UVF)

'LL,. 1989 a unit of twelve volunteers attacked a permanent 
checkpoint at Derryard. Co. Tyrone, killing two soldiers and severely 

wounding a third.

Lynagh commanded a group of IRA members in Monaghan, North 
Armagh and East Tyrone, his methods somewhat different to those of 
most other IRA leaders. Where other commanders might arm only 1-2 
volunteers. Lynagh would lead ten or twelve armed with assault rilles. 

Brian Arthurs, Patrick Kelly’s successor as OC, moved to split East In January 1981, Lynagh was thought to have led a twelve man group
Tyrone in an attempt to isolate any possible informers and for a long in an attack on the house of Sir Norman Stronge, the former Speaker of
„™. t-.—i u. the Stormont Assembly and long-term MP for Mid-Armaeh. His son

James, who had inherited his seat for the Official Unionist Party, was 
also present Both men were shot dead and an armoured car that arrived 
in the aftermath was badly shot up as the unit left the area.

The Sinn Fein newspaper, An Phoblaeltt/Republ lean News (I45h May 
1987) said of Jim Lynagh, 'He was a key figure tn some of the mosl 
daring and innovative missions in the last few years tn the East Tyrone 
Brigade's operational area...So much washefearedby.the crown 
forces that his name was repeatedly raised by RUC detectives 
interrogating people in Gough Barracks They offered masstve bribes 
to set Jim Lynagh up and vowed that they would ktll him before next 

Christmas,'

Deny

Tyrone

Dawn
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McKeamcy, like Lynagh, advocated the commencement of what they 
called the "third phase" of the armed struggle, the 'strategic defensive', 
in which, the RUC, UDR and the British Army would be denied all 
support in selected areas. In 1985 Patrick. Kelly became commander of 
the East TyroBic Brigade and put this strategy into action.

On the 7th December 1985 the Tyrone Brigade attacked Ballygawley 
RUC barracks. According to the Republican magazine Iris (No. 11, 
October, 1987). ‘Otoe vo/ww/eer rooA a/j a position close to the front 
gate, Two RUC wew opened the gate and r/je vo/awteer ca/w/p stepped1
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Naturally, there were tensions between McKenna and the Lynagh/ 
McKeamcy camp. "MeKerjaa tried to pwt Lynagh in one zone and 
McKeamcy in fte other," recalled an associate. “It was possibly also 
an attempt to divide and conquer, to cause rivalry over assets and the 
like."

As part of their emerging strategy, Lynagh and McKeamey went to 
Chief of Staff Kevin McKenna with their plan to set up of a flying 
column of 20-30 men, based deep in the south with its own training 
camps. Tlhis column would strike three to five times a year aiming to 
cause maximum disruption to the occupation forces. They further 
planned for satellite groups of two to three men to continue to attack on 
a harassment basis, collecting intelligence for the larger operations. 
McKenna however turned down the idea claiming that it was 
"impractical.’

Brigadier Frank Kitson appears to be in agreement. ’/Rj excellent 
example concerns rhe wop in which the Law should work Broadly 
speaking there are two possible alterations, the first one being that the 
Law should be used as just another weapon in the government's 
arsenal, and in this case it becomes little more than a propaganda 
cover for the disposal of unwanted members of the- public. For this to 
happen efficiently, the activities of the legal services have to be tied into 
the war effort in as discrete a way as1 possible which, in effect, means 
that the member of the government responsible for law, either sits on 
the supreme council or takes his orders from the head of the 
administration. The other alternative is that the Law should remain 
impartial and administer the laws of the country without any direction 
from the government.'

The strategy of Protracted Peoples War was not truly foreign to Ireland, 
Mao Zedong himself having studied Michael Collins as he developed 
his military theories. From its early stages in China to being used 
against the twin imperialist powers of France and the US in Vietnam, 
the political-military strategy of Protracted People's War was first 
developed by Mao. According to this theory, in the initial stage of 
Strategic Defence, the revolutionary forces conduct their war in rural 
areas where the enemy is weak with a view to establishing a stronghold 
that will become a revolutionary base area. As the revolutionary'’ forces 
grow in power, the People’s War enters the stage of Strategic 
Equilibriumi, continuing to create liberated areas, extending its 
influence throughout the surrounding countryside, becoming the 
governing power and gaining popular support through such 
programmes as land reform. Arriving at the third stage of Strategic 
Offence, the revolutionary' forces encircle and capture towns then cities, 
eventually seizing power in the entire country.

According to writer Ed Moloney, when the brigade convention voted 
however, the majority went with Adams and when Lynagh and Paddy 
Kelly attended the 1986 Army Convention and voted against Adams, 
they were in the minority within the brigade delegation. Their military 
critique also opposed the Adams Army Council’s Long War strategy 
whereby the campaign was to conduct armed propaganda, forcing 
Britain to leave when enough soldiers were killed. This strategy, 
contained within the regulations of the IRA’s Green Book, meant that 
volunteers would have to operate from within enemy controlled land. 
McKeamcy and Lynagh did not believe in this approach as Britain was 
not fielding a conscript army and they pushed for total war as a radical 
departure, endeavouring to force Britain out of their bases and liberate 
territory within the Six Counties. They also believed that the enemy 
would not allow rebels to survive within its belly.

As early as 1985 the Tyrone Brigade had begun its campaign to bomb 
and mortar RUC and UDR bases, setting up a form of flying column 
that came together for specific operations rather than the fulltime, 
secure, column that had been previously envisaged. Up to Lougbgall, 
there had been twenty-two attacks on RUC stations alone. There was a 
network of 24 of these small stations across rural Tyrone, typically run 
by 4-5 officers during daytime. It was difficult for army patrols to 
protect these and any contractors drawn in to do repairs were 
threatened. The most spectacular was carried out in Ballygawley

and the Loughgall ambush, McKeamey had been putting out feelers in 
Dublin and elsewhere to source weapons for a new organisation should 
they break with the Provisionals. He had made contact with Damme 
McGlinchey’s Irish National Liberation Army (INLA), through Mary 
McGIinchey who had been leading the group while Dominic himself 
was in jail. This contact halted however when Mary was killed in 
January 1987 by unknown gunmen.

Later, in spring 1987, just weeks before the ambush, members of the 
emerging faction came together in Seamus McElwains s family home 
on the Monaghan-Fermanagh border. .Among those present was one 
man from Belfast who had a background of loyalty to the Adams 
leadership. The meeting discussed the breaking away and arming ol a 
new organisation. McKeamey and Lynagh however, did not live long 
enough for any such plans to reach fruition.

The IRA’s infrastructure of ASUs. or cells, was grouped in clusters in 
certain areas around the Six Counties. In the mid-SOs however, the 
Tyrone Brigade began drawing groups of ASUs together to mount 
complex attacks. Developing skills in making bombs and mortars, its 
members went on operations carrying assault weapons and wearing 
body armour. Letting, as Mao suggested, the enemy be their 
quartermaster, they frequently supplied themselves with captured 
occupation weapons.
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The IRA secured a number of weapons and documents from the attack, 
the remaining R.UC fleeing the scene through the back door. Ten days 
later there was a mortar attack on Castlederg Station. This was 
followed, two days later, by another mortar attack on Carricknwre 
Station.

in autumn 1986 the Brigade launched the attack on the RUC station in 
‘The Birches’ near Portadown, Co Armagh- The station was surrounded 
by high wire fencing to protect the building from rockets, grenades and 
stones. Iris magazine (No 11) describes how, ‘The carefully 
coordinated attack involved a dozen volunteers using a commandeered 
low-hader and a Ko/vo mechanical shovel. The J7M placed a 300i6 
bomb on the shovel and rammed it against the wall, before detonating 
the bomb. The barracks was demolished and as the volunteers iwVMjw 
they raked the remains of the building with 200 shots.'

The new i * ____
Tyrone Brigade’s suggestions,

Newsnight presenter Mark Urban appears to have had privileged access 
to British intelligence operatives, and although their honesty is more 
than questionable, the information that he gleans is worth considering.

m 071 was given a briefing by a member of the security forces 
which contained a detailed account of how the attack on the Birches 
had been carried out. There had been several teams with different 
tasks. One group had staged a diversionary incident in Pomeroy, more 
than 20 kilometres north-west of Dungannon, which was designed to 
draw security forces away from the target. Another group had hijacked 
the digger and other vehicles needed for the job in Washing Bay, 
several kilometres to the east of Dungannon. A further team had 
mounted the attack itself 77se attackers evaded s’ccwrity' forces 
roadblocks after the raid by escaping by boat across Lough Neagh. 
When hijackers, ‘dickers’ [scouts], gun-carrying members and bombers 
were included, the attack had involved thirty-jive people, the person 
gi ving the briefing said.'

Brigadier Kitson brings clarity, ‘J?wf if the government builds up a 
really effective intelligence organisation quickly, insurgents operating 
without the insulation provided by a closely linked system of secure 
cells, will be eliminated before they can become dangerous, because 
they will have to make their own contacts with the uncommitted 
population of the city. ’

•The thinking behind the cell system and the Green Book, with intensive 
anti-interrogation techniques, wsj that this would allow IRA personnel 
to survive at home whilst using the legal system to their own advantage. 
I suspect that this was seriously detrimental to the progress of the IRA 
in the sense that it facilitated the penetration of rhe IRA by the security 
services. This basically neutralises whatever benefits came from die 
cell system. It also went along with the creation of a logistic mentality, 
and this in turn facilitated progress towards reformism as opposed ft? 
radical transformation.'

By the late 1980s, a sense of stalemate had descended over the 
republican campaign. In an attempt to break, this impasse the IRA 
renewed its activity from December 1986 after what had appeared to be 
a winding down of its operations, It marked a return to bombings and 
shootings in the south and south-west counties, primarily in rural areas. 
From the hunger strikes ot 1980-81 however, the republican movement 
made serious advances in the political field and during the ‘ballot box 
and tile Armalite era some looked to the former as a way forward. 
Brendan Hughes recalls, 'I believe that in the 1980s that there were 
people in the leadership who believed that the war could not be won 
and that an alternative route needed to be found.'

st™8S'e strategy, that appears to owe much to the 
.. . t ~ was greatly influenced by the example 

oi the Tet Offensive in Vietnam, the aim being to establish liberated 
areas near the border and ultimately sought to make parts of the Six 
Counties ungovernable. A major change in IRA strategy, this was met 
by the occupation's overt use of terrorism through its arming and 

“ 'hc,lo>'‘ills' counter-gangs and the shoot-to-kill policy 
tn a r,85 an u,'declared war of annihilation against certain parts of the 
, ,r,e v;ctory of state’s response made the drive towards 
m , .'™a! P°11,1CS inevitable thus strengthening the hand of those
mat pushed this agenda, perhaps believing that it would somehow bring

forward, shooting them both dead al point blank range. Volunteers 
firing AK47and Armalite rifles moved Mo the barracks, raking it with 
gunfire. Having secured the building they planted a 100 lb bomb 
inside. The bomb exploded, totally destroying the building after the 
volunteers had withdrawn to safety. ’

In his book Low Intensity Operations, Brigadier Frank Kitson, writing 
in 1971, was under the impression, 'that Northern Ireland and Viet 
Nam will both be settled within five years'. The early 70s were certainly 
defined as the guerrilla-ist phase of the struggle whereby the 
Provisionals and for a time, the Official IRA engaged the British forces 
British counter-insurgency strategy however took advantage of the 
1975 ceasefire to strengthen its position. Becoming focused on a 
campaign to criminalise those in prison, British imperialism now

This precipitated the blanket protests in Long Kesli. eventually 
nrnnressine to the hunger strikes that were to have far-reaching politlwl 
conwences. Providing a catalyst that gave fuel to the elects 
interventions and mass agitational politics of this period, it impacted on 
the ideology and political strategy of the republican movement into the 
80s Alter 1975 the IRA retained its support base but had little prospect 
of advance and'was close to defeat. In response to the realisation that 
the British were not about to withdraw, the Provisionals moved towards 
a political-military reorganisation that developed into the ‘Long War' 
strategy The struggle for political status of republican POWs in the 
prisons and the eventual hunger strikes coincided with Sinn Fein’s 
emergence as a radical party with a mass base that became known as 
the ‘communities of resistance’. The Long War strategy would be 
underpinned by a mass movement mobilised under the auspices of Strut 
Fein, previously wary of mass politics and unsure of its potential to 
retain public support. It was supposedly a break from the militarism and 
the conservatism and traditionalism of the earlier movement under 
southern leadership.

The Long War emerged from the shift northwards and the creation of a 
Northern Command whereby the IRA adopted a cellular structure. 
Although the IRA proved a highly adept military organisation over the 
years, problems within the Long War strategy caused changes in the 
balance between the political and military dimensions of the campaign. 
An unidentified IRA member explains.
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The GFA contained all-Ireland and cross-border national elements, the 
emphasis being on this as a * transitional’ process to ‘the Republic;’ an 
argument that finds echoes in the origins of the Free State. Great 
importance was placed upon the need to implement the agreement but 
compromise by unionism in comparison, from the beginning, has 
always appeared somewhat lacking.

>f a 
ire.
the
the
gn.

up a 
Hing 
cure
ause 
filed

the 
iple 
ited 
Six 
met 
and 
licy 
’the 
aids 
lose 
ring

Also discussing that time, Anthony McIntyre states, 7 remewtar 
talking to a very senior IRA man in around 1987/88 and he said the 
next eighteen months would be crucial in determining whether this 
strategy was possible. the end of that period both they and the 
British realised that they couldn't accomplish it. i did also hear in 
prison from a senior volunteer in Tyrone that in fact the IRA had no 
intention of using the gear except as a threat. Who knows? ’
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The Tyrone men were key members of the IRA and would have been 
central to the post-Eksund lTei Offensive/ Jim Lynagli being sent to 
Libya in 1986 for training in weapons supplied by Qaddafi. The major 
escalation of violence was hoped to cause Britain to reconsider its 
options, the IRA relying on the 'spectacular bomb1 strategy of attacks 
on England to provide leverage in peace talks. Some however, link the 
Loughgall ambush to (his emerging 'peace process.

The Hume-Adams dialogue held out the prospect of a pan-nationalist 
front whereby broadly nationalist concerns could be articulated to 
pressurise Britain towards post-colonial reforms. This would require 
Britain to leave behind its imperial self-interest,, allowing the republican 
movement to compromise with unionism in an attempt to win this 
community over to a united Ireland. The Social Democratic and Labour 
Party (SDLP), the Dublin government and elements within the US 
would supposedly unite with the Republican movement in this pan­
nationalist front. Presented in itself as a protracted campaign, this ’New 
Republicanism’ would reach an understanding with Unionism in 
reflection of the peace deal, the Good Friday Agreement (GFA).

Accepting the GFA was a significant fall from republican values, 
Francie Molloy, in March 1999 said that Republicans, are preparer/ 
to administer British rule in Ireland for the foreseeable future. The very 
principle of partition is accepted.'

According to Brigadier Kitson, 7/ is sometimes said that insurgents 
start with nothing but a cause and grow ro strength, while the coim/er- 
mswrgento start wit/i ci'eryt/ufig but a cause and gradually decline in 
strength to the point of weakness.'

Tommy McKearney concludes, ‘The Good Friday Agreement flowed 
logically, almost inevitably, from the decision by Sinn Fein in the late 
1980s to negotiate a settlement within the framework of Northern 
Ireland. I remember the first ceasefire when people were encouraged to 
drive up and down the Falls claiming some kind of victory, I recalled a 
point made by Chou Enlai at the Paris negotiations during the Vietnam 
conflict - you never gain at the conference table what you did not take 
on the battlefield. ’

Years later, Brendan Hughes was to reflect, we hammered into 
each other rime after time in jail was that a central part of Bril counter­
insurgency strategy was to mould leaderships whom they could deal 
with... A Jew Republicans have slotted themselves into comfortable 
positions and left the rest of us behind. In many wys the Nationalist 
middle class has been the beneficiary of armed struggle. It has not been 
Republicans - apart from thos e Republicans eager to Join that class. ’

In a post-GFA world, the parameters of debate were presented as being 
very narrow, set between militarism and a politics that involved a
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The partition of Ireland in 1920 had been inaugurated in Britain’s 
imperial interests, directly through colonial occupation in the Six 
Counties, and indirectly through the neo-colonial regime in the 
southern 26 Counties. Complicating the anti-imperialist struggle was 
the problem of loyalism, A product itself of colonialism, loyalism was a 
sectarian and proteslaut supremacist ideology operating in the interests 
of imperialism, and struggling to maintain a foreign identity, constantly 
threatened with dilution as the decades passed.

With Lynagh and his comrades gone, new impetus had been given to 
the search for a peace settlement. Significant in this was the 
implications of the Anglo-Irish Agreement in 195J5 and the end of 
abstentionism in 1986. It was to be a shift away from armed struggle 
towards what was presented as a revolutionary mass mobilisation that 
ultimately was to lead towards an accommodation with the status quo.

Perhaps however this situation was the result of contending forces 
within the republican movement whereby the Libyan arms burst into 
the situation and certain tendencies were rising to prominence. Brendan 
Hughes, whose opinion can be taken as free from the defeatist agenda 
of Adams, had his doubts about the Tct Offensive approach. 7m 1957 
there was an awful Mr of gear coming in. The objective ws ro ra£e over 
villages in key areas, engaging in major operations and arming 
sympathetic local people. I was (orally opposed to if because we would 
never have got away w/7A it since the movement wasn't strong enough. 
The weapons were there but we weren't ready. And this is where some 
suspicion comes in. Why opt for that strategy? Given the way things 
worked out a lot of people died needlessly. Loughgall was an example, 
what the fuck was going on?'

With the British occupation doing its best to wipe out. the 
revolutionaries and pacify the reformers, the loyalist counter-gangs 
were increasingly utilised. Tommy McKeamcy explains, 'The Loyalist 
campaign of violence was pure British logic. Counter gangs happened 
in Aden, in Egypt, Kenya and elsewhere. Even with the Shankill 
Butchers,' tufo mutilated people because just killing HtLin t enough, it 
was designed to terrorise Catholics into rejecting the IRA. It uttr 
indiscriminate and. to a degree, it worked. People were very scared.

The idea of a Tet Offensive to be launched when the Eksund guns 
arrived seems out of step with the Adams leadership’s approach and 
there should be little surprise that this was greeted with scepticism The 
Tct Offensive launched by the National Liberation Front (NLF) and the 
People s Army of Vietnam in the north, mounted a widespread assault 
on US forces throughout the country. Although it ultimately led to a 
military defeat the offensive produced a resounding propaganda 
victory, deeply affecting US public opinion and morale. A side-on 
glance at Chinese and Vietnamese history however, exposes the flaws 
in this idea. Given the IRA strategy up to that point, conditions did not 
facilitate the sudden change to a People’s War strategy. Also, the 
Vietnamese experience was aided by a revolutionary northern slate that 
could be set against Ireland’s neo-colotital southern regime.

Niccolo Machiavelli once explained why it is logical, to establish 
settlements (colonies) in one or two places which will tie the suite io 
you. Ifyoudonot do this, you will have to keep part of your army there. 
A prince does not have to spend much on such settlements, for with 
little or no expense he can send the settlers there and keep them there. 
He offends only a minority of the citizens from whom he takes land and 
houses to give to the new settlers... In conclusion, I say that these 
settlements are not costly, they are more faithful, they injure less, and 
the injured, as has been said, being poor and sca((ere<7, cannof hurl... 
However if instead of seftlemenA prince rnaintarns armed wen 
there, one spends much more, having to spend on the military presence 
all the income from the stale. ’



within what are termed, the ‘dissident republicans.’
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Ultimately, although there were a number of indicators suggesting a 
path towards Protracted Peoples’ War, one clear surgical strike that had 
been given limitless resources, caught the Tyrone Brigade off-guard 
and destroyed the vital organs of that tendency. Behind a media-driven 
wave of propaganda British imperialism had identified a target that, like 
the Irish Republican Socialist Party (IRSP) and the associated Irish 
National Liberation Army (INLA), had to be exterminated before the 
bourgeois elements of Republicanism could be properly pacified. The 
Adams leadership was successful, in its side-lining of other views and 
ensured that only its vision came through. Any wishes for revolutionary
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Proclaiming what active revolutionaries thought or should have done 
reminds us of Dylan Moran’s categorisation of football as, vrifh 
i&eer-gufo shouting advice to highly trained athletes' and words are 
cheap, especially those that are expressed in a pub. But evidence points 
to the Tyrone Brigade’s advances in strategy providing the germs to 
other paths that did not come to fruition. It is of course wrong to ascribe 
opinions to dead men and while history is full of ‘ifs’ and 'if only’, it 
would be foolish and unscientific to proclaim any bold predictions ol 
how the Tyrone Brigade’s strategy might have further progressed.

The prospect of fighting a new border campaign against a 
technologically superior and better armed military that ultimately will 
respond, as Loughgall proves, with white terror would require a 
massive shift in Republican forces both north and south. The realities of 
imperialist power, unvarnished by pious pronouncements about alternatives have in more recent times, emerged somewhat incoherently

Certainly it might be considered relevant that the arrival of such 
weapons as the SAM 7s and Soviet Heavy Machine Guns could have 
led to these being used to bring down helicopters, forcing the British to 
use ground transport dial would make them more vulnerable to ambush. 
This would probably have depended upon a massive response that 
would move Irish society south of the border to a more radical position 
and bring the IRA into direct conflict with the southern forces, spelling 
the end of 'General Army Order No. 8, which prohibits qffensive action 
against the administration in the 26 counties or its Forces. '

The proposed move away from the ‘Long War’ strategy to the idea of 
republicans controlling their own areas, is perhaps linked to the study 
of the early experiences of Mao's Red Army on the Hutian-Kiangsi 
borders, building up the early Chinese Soviet Republic in such areas'as 
die Chingkangshan Mountain range that had allowed the communists to 
stave off massive Kuomintang attacks up until the break-out and the 
begi nni ng of the Long M arch. Mao however wrote,

History informs us that revolution comes about in a critical moment 
when a society’s internal con traditions surface and reach a boiling 
point. The contradictions that gave rise to the anti-imperialist struggle 
in Ireland however have not been solved, merely blunted and glossed 
over by a Considerable propaganda campaign that set the parameters for 
debate within strict limits. Over thirty years later, Ireland continues to 
be partitioned and under imperialist control, and, as a spectre of things 
that might have been, the prospect of another path to liberation and the 
men that worked to achieve it, now haunt the country roads around

not control the future and, as Albie Sadis reminds us. All revolutions 
are impossible until they happen, Then they become inevitable.' 
Brexit demonstrates how things can suddenly change and, in the words 
of Lenin, There are decades where nothing happens, and days where 
decades happen.'

‘democracy and human rights,’ and also the diminutive size of the Six 
Counties, continues to be somewhat daunting. A further problem conies 
with the settler mentality of the Uniom$t/U)yaJ.ist protestani community It must be remembe red however that those that control the present need 
which would have serious implications for swimming like fish in -- -—*' - 
friendly water.

constitutional path. The banal expressions of how desirable's

Counties state remained intact. The unionists on panel discussions 
continue to make side-swipes about 'Republican terrorists while the 
erstwhile republicans of Sinn Fein, many of them lowering lhar faces 
and changing the subject, rarclyrise to the challenges constantly spread 
by the triumphant and self-righteous pro-imperialists.

The Revolutionary Internationalist Movement (RIM), with the benefit 
of the experiences of the many groups within it and indeed those thu 
had gone before, provides some light to the question. The key to 
carding out a new democratic revolution is the independent role of the 
proletariat and its ability, through its Marxist-Leninist party. to 
establish its hegemony in the revolutionary struggle. Experience li® 
f/iOMVi again and again that even when a section of the national 
bourgeoisie joins the revolutionary movement; it will not and cazmot 
lead a new democratic revolution, to say nothing of carrying this 
revolution through to completion. Similarly, history demonstrates the 
bankruptcy of an "anlidmperialisl front" for similar ^lutionary policy and takes d, 
front')1 which is not led by a Marxist-Leninist party, even when swe/t a 
front or forces within it adopt a "Marxist” (actually pseudo-Marxist) 
colouration While such revolulionaiy formations have led heroic 
struggles and even delivered powerful fe/ows to die imperialists t/tev
Aave feeen proven to Le ideologically and organisationally incapable of A revolutionary organisation that has 
resisting imperialist and bourgeois influences. Even where such forces 
have seized power they have been incapable of carrying through a 
thoroughgoing revolutionary transformation of society and end up, 
sooner or later, being overthrown by the imperialists or themselves 
becoming a new reactionary ruling power in league with imperialists?

................... s no facility for two-line struggle 
cannot give voice to contending factions, opening lines of debate by 
which options could be folly explored. In his interview with El Diario, 
Peru’s Chairman Gonzalo asserted that without a two-line struggle 
there can be no basis for party unity. 'Without a forceful and shrewd 
two-line struggle in the party, the ideology’ cannot be firmly grasped; 
nor can the programme or the political line be established, defended or 
applied, much less developed. The two-Hne struggle is fundamental to 
us and has to do with conceiving of the party as a contradiction in 
accordance with the universality of the law of contradiction. *

'The long-term survival inside a country of one or more small [na, 
under Red political power completely encircled by a Mute regime Is a 
nhemmemn that has never occurred anywhere else tn the world. Um 
are specie! reasons for this unusual phenomenon. It can exist 
develop only under certain conditions.'

The East Tyrone Brigade however, remains significant, and it must still 
be considered relevant to the debate over whether or not Protracted 
people’s War is a universally applicable revolutionary strategy. It 
should surprise no-one that the Tyrone strategy arose. Given the 
histories of anti-colonial struggles around the world, it is only natural 
that new analyses would emerge, seeking to provide answers to 
questions that the situation within republicanism would create. Tommy 
McKeamey however, points out,

'But the idea of genuine consultation is slightly different in the KA. It 
is more often someone coining from the strata above to explain the 
leaderships' position. Essentially the Army Council will draw up a

-, to GHQ staff. GHQ is told to disseminate this
through the ranks. So GHQ will attempt to persuade brigade staff of the 
benefits of the leadership line. This in turn feeds down into the ordinary 
members.'



THE REVOLUTIONARY
CONTRIBUTIONS OF Engels was

These tactics would be taken up and 
developed by Lenin and Mao and are still 
in use by Revolutionaries today anywhere 
the fire of People’s War has been lit.

Often overshadowed by Marx, Engels has 
a lot to teach the revolutionaries of today, 
particularly in his military writings which 
have long been overlooked but which 
advocate the adoption of a Proletarian 
Military Line to overthrow the old society 
and give birth to the new revolutionary 
society under the democratic control of 
the workers.
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Proletarian Military Line. With Marx, 
Engels first developed Scientific 
Socialism in the 1840s and set out the 
method for how the proletariat can take 
revolutionary control of Society.
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It was during this time that Engels began to 
conduct an in-depth study of the conditions of 
the workers in Manchester which would later 
become his important book, The Conditions 
of the Working Class in England. It was also 
during this period that Engels came to 
understand the revolutionary nature of the 
proletariat. He came to see the working class 
as the fighting class whose actions would 
determine the type of society that would 
develop in the future.

During this time Engels also conducted deep 
personal study of Socialist Theory, a study 
that led him back into correspondence with 
Marx. Engels practical experience with the 
workers helped to shape Marx’s view of 
Capitalist Society and from 1844 the two men 
were working in the closest communion 
developing the ideology of Communism. 
Becoming members of the underground 
Communist league in 1846, Marx and Engels 
were tasked with writing the revolutionary 
manifesto of that organisation, which was 
published in 1848 as ‘The Communist 
Manifesto’, one of the most important 
documents in Proletarian History.

Assigned to Berlin, Engels quickly 
became involved in revolutionary 
activities, first associating with the Young 
Hegelians and later writing articles 
exposing the poor wages and conditions 
of factory workers which were published 
in the Rheinische Zeitung, a paper edited 
by Karl Marx, but the two men would not 
meet until late November 1842.

Engels returned to Germany and volunteered 
for service in the Revolutionary Army in 
1848-1849. First, in May 1849 in his home 
town of Elberfeld, from which he was rapidly 
expelled for fear that a 'red' such as he might 
rub off on the local Committee of Public

Engels was convinced of the need for the 
revolutionary overthrow of society by the 
Proletariat and believed the proletariat 
needed not only its own party, but armed 
formations under worker’s leadership. He 
dedicated the rest of his life to the study of 
military tactics and concentrated on 
maintaining his own physical fitness to be 
ready to play a full role in the revolution. 
His writings would be key to the 
development of future Proletarian strategy 
and in particular, the use of guerrilla 
tactics by a small force against a larger 
one. On Revolutionary Strategy Engels 
wrote, 'Firstly, never play with 
insurrection unless you are filly prepared 
to face the consequences of your play. 
Insurrection is a calculus with very 
indefinite magnitudes, the value of which 
may change every day; the forces opposed 
to you have all the advantage of 
organisation, discipline and habitual 
authority; unless you bring strong odds 
against them, you are defeated and 
ruined. Secondly, the insurrectionary 
career, once entered upon, act with the 
greatest determination, and on the 
offensive, The defensive is the death of 
every armed rising; it is lost before it 
measures itself with its enemies. Surprise 
your antagonists white their forces are 
scattering; prepare new successes, 
however small but daily; keep up the 
moral ascendant which the first successfid 
rising has given to you; rally thus those 
vacillating elements to your side which 
always follow the strongest impulse, and 
which always look out for the safer side; 
force your enemies to a retreat before they 
can collect their strength against you; in 
the words of Danton, the greatest master 
of revolutionary policy yet known: de 
I’audace, de Taudace, encore de 
I'audacel’

Concerned by his involvement in radical 
politics, when Engels’s Military Service 
ended, his parents sent him to Manchester 
to work in the family factory there. While 
in Manchester, Engels began to develop 
the closest association with the workers 
and became linked to the revolutionary 
workers organisation, the Chartists.

Engels fell in love with an Irish factory 
worker Mary Bums, who was a radical 
and militant Irish Republican. Through 
Mary Engels learned of the depth of

exploitation experienced by the Manchester 
Workers and also of the oppression of Ireland 
by England. Engels became a strong 
supporter of the Irish National Liberation 
struggle and later the Fenian Movement, of 
which Mary Bums was closely connected and 
to which he is said to have given material 
support. Marx and Engels were strong 
advocates on behalf of the Fenian prisoners 
and the IRB was a member organisation of 
the First International.

Bom in Prussia in 1820, the Engels were 
wealthy factory owners with large cotton 
textile mills in Germany and England. In 
1841 Engels entered his military service 
with the Prussian Army, as a member of 
the Household Calvary. This Military 
experience would later stand to Engels as 
he grew to become an important military 
tactician, working on a proletarian 
Military Line based on his experience in 
the Prussian Military and during the 
German Revolutions in 1848, in which he 
was an active participant.

Safety. In June and July he fought in the 
ranks of the insurrectionary army of 
Baden and die Palatinate, with the 
remnants of which he finally fled to Swiss 
territory in face of the Prussian offensive.
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over India
1

the Naxalite Uprising of 
„ - Here,

the social barriers imposed by the patriarchal society and find her place 
as an equal in the ranks of the Party' and the People’s Army.

The waging of revolutionary armed struggle as a tool for the liberation 
of the masses was not a new concept in India. The Maoist 
revolutionaries could .trace continuity back to t1 ” 
May 25 1967, in a small village in Western Bengal.

The founding statement of the CPI (Maoist) set out clearly the role of 
the Army in the Indian Revolution, ‘armed struggle will remain as the 
highest and main form of struggle and the army as the main form of 
organization of this revolution, hence it will continue to play a decisive 
role, whereas the UF will be built in the course (farmed struggle and 
for the seizure ofpower through armed struggle. ‘

'Maoists are the single biggest threat to the internal security oj India 
Singh, Indian Prime Minister 2006.

there is to be revolution, there must be a revolutionary party 
Without i.' revo/wffo??a?y parrt; wMott/ a party built on the Marxist- 
Leninist' revolutionary theory and in the Marxist-Leninist revolutionary 
style, it is impossible to lead the working class and the broad masses of es^ 
the people in defeating imperialism and its running dogs.' - Chairman rcv< 
Mao. "Revolutionary Forces of the World Unite, Fight Against 
Imperialist 1948)

‘The new Communist Forty of India (Maoist) will continue to act as a 
consolidated political tynguurd of the Indian pro/etaridSI Marxism- 
Leninism-Maoism will be |ie ideological basis gi/iding its thinking i» 
all the spheres of its activities. It will continue its struggle against right 
and left deviations, particularly against revisionism, by taking this as 
the main danger for the coihmunist movement as a whole. It will still 
seek to unite all genuine Mad^l groups that remain outside this unified 
Party.’ - Joint Press Statement Upon the Merger of Awd and CPI-ML 
(People 5 FFarJ and the Founding of the Communist Party of India 
(Maoist)", Oct. 14. 2004.

A new red sun rose over India on September Mst 2004. As groups 
of revolutionary cadre met under tight Bffflrity in the thickest 
jungle a truly historic event was occurring. Under the rising red 
sun, the Communist Party of India (Maoist) was established to lead 
a Protracted People’s War in India until Communism, through a 
merger of two of the leading Maoist Revolutionary organisations. 
The Communist Party of India- Marxist Leninist (People’s War) 
and the Maoist Communist Centre of India (MCCI). The armed 
formations of the two organisations also merged creating a Unified 
People’s Liberation Guerrilla Army, continuing the name of the 
revolutionary army that had been established on December 2 2000, 
under the leadership of the People’s War group.

Adhering to Maoist strategy, it is the party that commands the gun. The 
leading body of the CPI (Maoist) is the Politburo, with thirteen 
members elected by the membership. Beneath the Politburo is a 32 
strong central committee that is responsible for implementing the orders 
of the politburo throughout the organisation. Next to the Central 
Committee, is the party’s main Military body, the Central Military 
Commission, which is established by the central committee and is 
responsible for overseeing, the direction of the Protracted People’s War 
and the Peoples Liberation Guerrilla Army.

It is estimated that the PLGA has over 10,000 armed fighters in the 
field. These volunteer soldiers fight for the freedom of their people and 
do not receive any wages. Further estimates suggest that at least 40% of 
the armed cadre are female with women holding command positions 
along side of their male comrades. This is of major importance in a 
country where the people are restricted by the repressive caste system, 
nvolvement in the revolutionary struggle is a way for women to hfe3^

®” s”>*1' “d s”“ “ « 
the peasant population.

these revolutionary cadre broke away from ( 
jnd formed the All India’Coordination Committee 

Commimi'stR^olutionaries whiehjin 1969 founded the Communis 
Party of India (Marxist-Leninist)—with Majumdar as its General 
Secrelan' The Naxalite Movement v.t born, one form or another 
the revolutionary armed struggle that begt£8Ol the Naxailite npnsmg 
in 1967 has continued,do^u until today and is now under the leadership 
of Lite. GPIL^aoisQ.

The CPI (Maoilf) is a nannerr orfP"';>« 
state also baling any organisation It ’ 
communists. This includes mass oigam 
The work of the CPI (1“” « 
underground and tiny outspdkert sin 
can land a person in gaol. With this 
to master the secret methods of ri 
build the organisation across the country despite the restnetions placed 

The CPI (Maoist) pays particular attention to propaganda

mke the path of armed struggle on the pattern of the Chinese revolt,^ 
The same year, these revolutionary cadre broke away from lhc 
revisionist party and formed the All Indta^'oordmaUon Committee of

(Marxist-Leninist)- with Majumdar 
The Naxalite Mow' ™‘

mill today JW is

CPI (Maoist) ts a banned organisation with the reactionary Indian 
Xi.flEinx anv organisation it believes to he supportive of the 

les mass organisations and civil society groups. 
Maoist) if therefore clandestine taking place 

• :n support for the Maoist Revolutionaries 
in gaol. With this repression the Maoists have learned 

■ret methods of revolutionary work and continue to 
build the organisation 
on its cadre. 1 ... — - -. .... . .
work among the masses as a way to combat the lies of the reactionary 
-■^iNishment. Handwritten posters and leaflets conveying 
.■evolutionary messages are distributed at night in villages and CPI 
(Maoist) cultural units put on concerts and shows for villages that also 
convey the revolutionary message to the people. This work is carried 
out by armed cadre who organise the towns and villages into the new 
structures of Red People’s Power.
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In response to the threat posed by the CPI (Maoist) the Indian 
government launched Operation Green Hunt in 2009 as an all-out 
offensive against the Maoists, particularly in the Red Corridor. Through 
Operation Green Hunt the government are using the Police and 
Paramilitary Units to fight the Maoists and attack their supporters as 
well as unofficially deploying the Indian Army against the Maoists.

i
f

1 
J

This level of support for the Maoists is of great concern to India’s 
ruling elite and led Manmohan Singh, then prime minister of India to 
declare in 2006 that they were the "single biggest internal security 
challenge ever faced by our country"

The CPI (Maoist) is to be praised for their work in developing the 
revolutionary theory of Proletarian Feminism, a central component of 
Mmisns-leninism-Maoism. The concept was first put forward by the 
late central committee member Anuradha Ghandy arguing that 7/te 
struggle for women's liberation cannot be successfill in isolation from 
the struggle to overthrow the imperialist system itself. ’ Ghandy set out 
her ideas on Proletarian Feminism in a pamphlet entitled ‘The 
Philosophical trends in the Feminist Movement1, which is a criticism of 
Bourgeoisie Feminism for misleading women and an argument that 
women can only be liberated through the victory of the working class 
against capitalism and imperialism Unfortunately, Annidha Ghandy 
died prematurely aged just 54 on April 12 2008 and the world lost a 
revolutionary fighter and Maoist Theorist,

The CPI (Maoist) has successfully mobilised the broadest masses in the 
struggle against Hindu fascism and imperialism particularly the 
indigenous tribes collectively termed Adivasi. The CPI Maoist work 
among the masses has led to the establishment of base areas and Maoist 
control of vast swathes of the country, the areas with the strongest 
Maoist presence being known as the Red Corridor. These correspond to 
the most socially disadvantaged areas in India including Andhra 
Pradesh, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Madhya 
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha, Telangana, and West Bengal and 
eastern Uttar Pradesh states. According to a study of the newspaper The 
Times of India, 58% of people surveyed in the state of Andhra Pradesh 
have a positive perception of the guerrilla, and only 19% against it.

The Maoists have fouglit back against Operation Green Hunt, launching 
a series of high profile attacks against the government forces. On 15 
February 2010 at least 25 policemen died after Maoists overran a 
security camp in West Bengal state. Naxalite-Maoist 
leader Kishenji claimed responsibility for the attack. He was quoted as 
saying that, "If? Aave attacked the camp and this is our answer to P. 
Chidambaram ’s [the Indian Aiinisfer of Internal Affairs] 'Operation 
Green Hunt1 and unless /Ae Cew/re stops this inhuman military 
operation we are going to answer this way only." On 6 April 2010, 
Maoist rebels killed 75 policemen/CRPF men in a jungle ambush in 
central India, the most security forces ever killed by the insurgents in a 
single conflict. On the same day, Gopal, a top Maoist leader, said the 
attack was a "direct consequence" of the government^ Operation Green 
Hunt offensive. This raised some voices within the ruling class for the 
use of the Indian Air Force against the Naxalites. These were declined 
however, citing oppressive /orce against our own
people" On 29 June 2010,, At least 26 policemen have been killed in a 
Maoist attack in the central Indian state of Chhattisgarh. On 11 March 
2014, at least 16 people - including 11 CRPF personnel, 4 policemen 
and 1 civilian -were killed in an ambush in a thickly forested area of 
Gheeram Ghati in Sukma district of Chhattisgarh. On 1 December 
2014, 14 CRPF personnel, including 2 officers (Deputy Commandant 
B.S Verma and Assistant commandant Rajesh Kauria), were killed in 
Sukma district of South Chhattisgarh in a Maoist ambush. On 11 March 
2017, 15 CRPF police and a civilian were killed in a Naxalite attack on 
the border of Bastar and Sukma districts in Chhattisgarh.

While operation Green Hunt led to some setbacks far the CPI (Maoist) 
in terms of where it could operate, in recent times the organisation has 
moved to strengthen itself. In a reorganisation that took place in 
November 2018, long term General Secretary of the Party Muppaia 
Lakshmana Rao, commonly known by his noun de guerre Ganapathy, 
stood down and was replaced by his second in command Nambala 
Keshava Rao commonly known by his nom de
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victories in some areas. Without the consolidation of the party, people, 
' al,d revolutionary mass organisations, organs of people i po>,w 

a,ui without gaining on upper hand over the enemy in a significam 
area one cannot imagine people coming out m huge numbers io 
havcott the polls. The emergence of an alternative to the parliamentary 
institutions will bring about a qualitative change in the perception, 
preparedness and approach of the people towards parliament and the 

contesting political parties.'

The above quote illustrates a lot about the revolutionary strategy of the 
CPI (Maoist). It outlines the party's position to build new revolutionary 
organs of peoples power io replace the old failed state through the 
Protracted People's War. The Armed Actions of the PLGA will be 
complimented by the Political work of the CPI (Maoist) in building the 

new revolutionary state.

At the time of writing, as 2020 dawns, 16 years on from the founding of 
the CPI (Maoist) the renewed armed actions of the revolutionaries 
demonstrate that the People's War is set to continue until it finally 
defeats the forces of reaction i.. i---, -*-1- D-' - <

liberating the masses.

guerre Basavraj or Gaganna. Before becoming the General Secretary, 
Basavraj was the Chief of the Central Military Commission and the 
Party’s foremost Military Commander. Considered an expert Military 
Tactician, Basavraj is also known for his expertise in using improvised 
Explosive devices which he has deployed with deadly effect against the 
enemies of the Indian Revolution. Under his leadership the CPI 
(Maoist) has again strengthened the revolutionary armed struggle and 

has seen an upturn in armed actions.

Alongside the Armed Struggle another key tactic of the CPI (Maoist) is 
an electoral Boycott. The Party calls on the people in the districts where 
it has support not to vote in the bourgeois elections, although it does not 
physically prevent people from voting. The electoral boycott is usually 
combined with revolutionary armed actions against reactionary forces 
during the election campaign in tlte form of bombings and guerrilla 
attacks. Writing in 2009 in an article entitled ‘On The Election Boycott 
Tactic Of The Maoists’, the martyred CPI (Maoist) leader Azad wrote. 
’We think that the trend of the Boycott will grow stronger as the 
revolutionary movement grows stronger, the organs of People's 
Revolutionary Power come into being in vast tracts of the country, the 
armed strength of the People grows and the People 's Liberation 
Guerrilla Army (PLGA) makes impressive gains and wins decisive

18
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The major fundamental tenets of Lenin's 
development of Marxism and revolution­
ary theory and practice are such:

"Leninism is Marxism in the era of imperial­
ism and of the proletarian revolution" - Sta­
lin

(111) Lenin having developed an analysis of 
imperialism, deeming it monopoly capitalism 
(the highest stage of capitalism,), stated that the

Lenin considered that the party should consist 
of two parts a) a close circle of regular cadres of 
leading party workers, chiefly professional 
revolutionaries, that is, party workers free from 
all occupation except party work and possessing 
the necessary minimum of theoretical knowl­
edge, political experience, organisational prac­
tise and the art of facing and lighting the tsarist 
police; and b) a broad network of local party 
organisations and a large number of party mem­
bers enjoying the sympathy and support of hun­
dreds of thousands of working people.

The international socialist parties and 
groups organised into the Second Interna­
tional had earlier agreed that in the event of 
a world war they would oppose their own 
government. However as a result of national 
chauvinism and opportunism within the 
working class movement socialist parties 
supported their own government in the war 
effort

national question of nations under the impe­
rialist or colonial yoke can only be solved in 
connection with and on the basis of the 
proletarian revolution. And that for imperi­
alist nations to have a successful revolution 
of their own it will involve a revolutionary' 
alliance with the liberation movement of the 
colonies and dependent countries against 
imperialism. The national problem is part of 
the general problem of the proletarian revo­
lution, a part of the problem of the dictator­
ship of the proletariat.
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Lenin’s plan for revolution involved the unify­
ing of all revolutionary Marxist groups into a 
single revolutionary party. To this end the key 
was the setting up of a political newspaper, then 
the greatest means of communication fur the 
masses which would politically and organisa­
tionally unite all the scattered study circles, 
groups and organisations. This newspaper Iskra, 
meaning Spark was an important tool in educat­
ing the working class and promoting the revolu­
tionary party.

people a 
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(ilV One of Lenin’s greatest contributions to 
Marxist theory is State and Revolution, 
exposing the class nature of the state and 
claiming that it is merely a veneer in which 
class struggle is contained. What is needed 
to smash capitalism (a dictatorship of the 
bourgeoisie, or minority) is a dictatorship of 
the proletariat. Ultimately with the working 
class in control of the state the state itself 
will eventually wither away.

Lenin put his theory to practice when during 
World War I (which was an inter-imperialist 
war) he supported the toppling of the Rus­
sian government. Another leading working 
class activist to oppose the war was James 
Connolly who famously through the Citizen 
Army was the vanguard in the blow against 
British imperialism in 1916, seeing Eng­
land's difficulty as Ireland opportunity.

Since the 2000's a plethora of such movements 
have sprung up such as the Occupy movement 
which though questions capitalism does not 
seek to smash it or construct socialism in its 
place. It is "in general, to surrender the labour 
movement to the hegemony of the liberal bour­
geoisie. "

For further reading on Lenin's ideological and 
organisational basis of the proletarian party see 
'Where to Begin?’ 'What is to done?' and 
‘Letter to a Comrade on Organisational Ques­
tions.’

With these main tenets Lenin was able to 
lead the working class in Russia to over­
throwing the Tsar, bourgeoisie and enact­
ing a dictatorship of the proletariat: The 
world's first socialist state.

(I) Lenin is rightly credited with rescuing 
Marxism from a reformist and opportunistic 
path and re-establishing it as a revolutionary 
guide and method to action and revolution. 
Lenin achieved this by a fierce protracted 
ideological straggle within the working class 
movement.

Another opportunistic trend was economisin. 
Lenin exposed how this view meant bowing 
to the spontaneity of the working class move­
ment neglecting the role of consciousness 
and leading role of the revolutionary party.

Foundations of Leninism states: "The theory 
of worshipping spontaneity is decidedly op­
posed to the revolutionary character o/ f/ie 
working class movement; it is opposed to the 
movement taking the line of struggle against 
the foundations"of capitalism: it is in favour 
°f the movement proceeding exclusively

along the line of "realisable demands, of de­
mands 'acceptable" to capitalism; it is wholly 
in favour of the "line of least resistance." The 
theory of spontaneity is the ideology of trade 
unionism."

Revisionism had found a receptive ear in 
opportunism which deemed socialism achiev­
able without a violent struggle. These revi­
sionists and opportunists believed that capi­
talism could be reformed out of existence, 
primarily using constitutional means, hi other 
words the system could be voted out of exis­
tence.

Howe ver "this does not mean, of course, 
that the proletariat must sup­
port every national movement, everywhere 
and always. in every individual concrete 
case. It means that support must he given to 
such national movements as tend to weaken, 
to overthrow imperialism, and not Io 
strengthen and preserve it. Cases occur 
when the national movements in certain 
oppressed countries come into conflict with 
the interests of the development of the prole­
tarian movement. In such cases support is. 
of course, entirely out of the question. The 
question of the rights of nations Is not an 
isolated, self-sufficient question; it is a part 
of the general problem of the proletarian 
revolution, subordinate to the whole, and 
must be consideredfrom the point of view of 
the whole."

fl) the struggle against opportunism, revi­
sionism and reformism in the working class 
movement and the re-establishment of class 
struggle as the motivating force in world 
history
(H) the revolutionary proletarian party
(III) the national question
(IV) the dictatorship of the proletariat (the 
state and revolution)
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In the initial phase of the People’s War, small loose groups called 
“ladaku dais” raided essential state infrastructure and in particular 
police stations. In addition these units would confiscate land from 
landowners and bourgeois politicians and distribute them to the poor 
peasants. This was all coordinated by a central command under the 
control of the party. In response to this the Nepali parliamentary 
government unleashed a white terror in the rural areas, particularly 
brutalising detainees and carrying out summary executions, in the 
process driving many into the arms of the parly. The state forces were 
often quite open about their intent, as evidenced by the words of a 
general deputy inspector of the police: "Terror must be created to 
control terrorism". In the process of this white terror the party did 
experience significant losses, particularly in a major counter-insurgency 
operation in May 1998, but these only fuelled (he party’s recruitment 
efforts.

In February 1996 the Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist), 
launched coordinated attacks nationwide, largely in the west of the 
country but also in the central regions. At this point Nepal was a 
constitutional Monarchy with a bourgeois parliament, although 
this status would change several times over the course of the war as 
the Monarchy was still highly influential. The People’s War in 
Nepal grew from a small group of radicals with limited weaponry 
in rural largely peasant populated areas, to holding sway over 70- 
80% of the country, controlling much of the Nepali countryside. 
The CPN (M) leadership believed that they had achieved a position 
of strategic eqirifibrium? and then even perhaps a strategic 
offensive stage, the final stage in the protracted people’s war 
against the State where the People’s War goes on the offensive and 
increasingly adopts positional warfare as it prepares for final 
seizure of power and the establishment of a New Democratic state.

This marked another shift in Maoist strategy, as the Monarchy became 
more of a primary enemy, and the Parliamentary parties’ potential 
allies. Negotiations which previously were mostly entered with the 
Palace switched to negotiations with the Nepali Congress and 
revisionist socialist groups like the Communist Party of Nepal 
(United Marxist-Leninists) with proposals for an alliance and an aim to 
establish a new Constituent' Assembly. Despite this many in the party 
still recognised the Parliamentary parties and the Monarchy as being 
equally the enemy of the revolution. Many among the leadership 
believed this was merely a temporary shift and that Prachanda was 
humouring Baburam Bhattarai who believed firmly in an alliance with 
the parties, even as Bhattarai spread the message that the Maoists were 
seeking only peace as leader of the United Front. In particular we can 
see Mohan Baidya aka Kiran as being opposed to this line in this 
period.

By 2000, the local police presence in many areas of Nepal had been 
severely reduced. For example, in Rukum District, the number of police 
stations had been reduced from twenty-three to six. Police increasingly 
had to be brought in from other districts or flown in by helicopter as the 
Maoists were consolidating their forces. In this way the CPN (M) was 
establishing base areas under their direct control, as well as replacing 
the old state with a new state through the removal of outside political 
entities, such as representatives of the liberal Nepali Congress party 
Without the protection of police these corrupt bourgeois parties were 
incredibly vulnerable and their influence removed with ease.

forccs would a™d direct conflict with the 
.™s on the police. Pushpa Kamal Dahal aka

Prachanda, the Chairman and leader of the party was 10 0dni]) 
later that this was part of an effort to keep negottaiion open w ,th7s 
Roval family who controlled the army, as opposed to w 
Parliamentarian controlled police force. This was pan of a strut n' 
playing off the Monarchy and the Parliamentary parties, with the Pai ’ 
only being too happy to undermine Parliament The balance of power,n 
Nepal between these forces shifted dramatically however, when in 
2001 the Crown Prince Dipendra assassinated King Bircndra, 
mother and his siblings as well as shooting a number of others while 
they were having dinner, before promptly shooting himself, ln thjs Wjv 
he handily outdid the Bolsheviks, having become a double regicide by 
killing the reigning King and becoming King only to die in a coma 
several days later by his own hand. This laudable act of republicanism 
was to lead to the ascension of King Birendra s brolher Gyanendra, 
who hud little interest in any sort of bourgeois democracy. He quickly 
went about undermining the Nepali constitution and amassing greate, 

powers.

As it became increasingly clear that the Nepali police were incapable 
of combating the People's War, and with their infrastructure and 
influence largely destroyed as the revolution consolidated its base 
areas, the role of the Royal Nepalese Army increased dramatically, In 
late 2001 the Nepali government declared a state of emergency, passed 
draconian terrorist legislation, and deployed the army in full against the 
People’s war, with King Gyanendra s backing. By (his point the 
People’s War had reached such an extent that it was capable of carrying 
out more audacious operations, such as an attack on a military position 
in Ghorari which killed 21 military and police personnel. In May 2002 
the Parliament was dissolved. By October 2002, the King felt he had 
undermined the authority of the government enough that he dissolved it 
and took executive power, in the midst of delayed elections. He 
appointed his own prime minister and cabinet of ministers. Most 
bourgeois democratic rights such as the right to protest and freedom of 
press were restricted. The RNA received an enormous increase in 
budget in the following years and was more tlian doubled in terms of 
personnel by 2004. The state forces received the support of American 
imperialism in terms of materiel and military advisors, and were also 
aided by Britain, India and Belgium among other powers. The RNA 
quickly developed a reputation for brutality that the police could not 
match. The aim of the RNA from the beginning was the same as 
Gyanendra’s, the reestablishment of the Monarchy as the supreme 
authority in Nepal, and its officers were dominated by the upper castes 
in Nepali society.

The People's War brought great advances in women’s liberation and 
c ass struggle, sweeping away feudal and capitalist exploitation and 
ethnic and caste discrimination. The acute oppression of women in 
Nepal in particular was an enormous draw, with many women leaving 
their families and homes to join the forces of the revolution. H>e 
divisions between men and women became far less stark in the 
ot the People’s War as many testimonials from women revolution^1" 
d test to, a good example from an ex-combatant named 
lamang, speaking in 2014 is reflected in the accounts of many o"*
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