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Rim (Th A volutlonary lntornatlonallst Movomont) wa found d in 
. Th International Conference of the Marxist-Leninist Partios and 

r nization held secretly some where In Europe founded the AIM and 
adopted its Declaration. The Conference was represented by the delegates 
and observers of the nineteen Marxist-Leninist Parties and Organizations 
(alphabatically) from Bangladesh, Britain, Ceylon, Colombia, Dominican 
Republic, Haiti, India, Italy, Nepal, New Zealand, Peru, Sarbedaran, Turkey 
and USA. 

In the Conference there were sharp ideological differences among the 
delegates. RCP, USA had made many allegations against Stalin from Trotskyite 
line even before the Conference on it's organ, Revolution. Many Parties and 
Organizations attending the Conference, mainly organizations·trom, Ceylon, 
India, Nepal and Turkey differed with such condemnation against Stalin. There 
were sharp differences in the Conference on the question ot the -principal 
contradiction of the world too. The RCP had put forth the view that out of the 
fundamental contradictions of the world, the principal one was among the 
imperialist powers, mainly between two super powers, the USSR and the 
USA. Such a situation, as RCP emphasized, was certain to lead Third World 
War and that was to cause a world-wide revolutionary situation. So, as at the 
time of 1 rst and 2nd World Wars, the Marxist-Leninists of the whole world had 
to fix their policies and programmes to fulfill.the great responsibility of world 
revolution as an immediate task. But delegates from the many . Parties and 
Organizations, mainly froni Asia, Africa and Latin America, differed 

1 

fundamentally with such a view maintaining that such an analysis was purely 
subjective and did not conform with the objective conditions of the world. 
They held the view that the principal contradiction of the world was between · 
the oppressed nations and imperialism as before. 

The differences on these questions mentioned above were so sharp 
that at times it seemed the Conference would break without forming the RIM. 
However, delegates of the Conference, making some adjustment and 
compromise, agreed to form ·the RIM. But the ideological differences were far 
form being resolved. Soon after the Conference CRC, CPI (ML}, India and 
CPT/M-L, Turkey left the RIM. Unlike that the NCP (Mashal}, on the one side, 
firmly stood · against making any compromise on the question of principle, 
and, on the other side, took the policy of tough two line struggle within the 
AIM for a whole period of more than one decade from 1984 to 1996. 

A few years after RIM was founded, CORIM circulated a proposal to 
replace Mao Tse-Tung Thought by Maoism. In 1993 the Extended Meeting 
of the CORIM finally decided to adopt Maoism. We opposed such a move 
on the ground that an Extended Meeting of the CORIM had no right to 
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revise the basic principles, Marxlsm-Llnlnlsm-Mao Tse-Tung thought 
adopted by the International Conforonco. But our objection was "rejected": 
However, we conllnu d our truggl oualn t Maol m. In 1996 COAIM sent 
a letter to th C ntrol C mmlttoo of our Purty warning olthor to accept Maoism 
or voluntarily r sign from tllot (RIM). Wo docllnod to agroo with both of the 
conditi ns. W replied the lotter with our "Resolution on tho Lottor of CORIM" , 
' 1hi h was Inter published with the title "Mashal's Struggle against Trot kyi"rn 
' 1ithi11 RIM". In 1996 CORIM decided to "expel" NCP (Mashal) from the RI A 
and published a long article "On the Expulsion of the Nepal Communist Party 
(Mashal) from RIM" on the A World to Win in the winter of 1996. 

The CPN (Unity-Centre) together with the Mashal was in the RIM for 
some years. After a split in the UC, a fraction of it became the NCP (Maoist) 
and together with Mashal was member of the RIM. On the controversy of 
our Party with the RIM, CPN (Maoist) was fully with in CORM, About nine 
years after they (The Maoist) started armed stn..1ggle in Nepal, differences 
on the question of line and tactics emerged between t~e Maoists and RCP. 
It will be evident from. the correspondence · between both of those 
organizations from Oct. 2005 to January_ 2009. But the RCP, being the leading 
Party of .the CORIM, it's view represent -the view of the RIM itself. So, the 
differences between bot_h of the organizations should be understood as the 
two line struggle between the Maoists with the RIM in _totality. 

Hereby we have tried to throw some light on the background of the 
two line struggle between the NCP (Mashal) and the RIM, on the one side, 
and that between CPN (Maoists) and the RCP or- the RIM, on the other 
side. However, here we have refrained tro·m ·making ar:iy comment, criticism 
or analysis of the divergent views concerning -two-line struggle within .the 
RIM. We have confined ourselves to presenting the documents concerned 
with that (Two Line struggle within RIM) leaving it open to the readers 
themselves to evaluate the divergent trends seen in ·t~e course of the two­
line struggle and to make their views .themselves. ··- .- -:· · ·. ·· 

. . 

The book is divided into two parts:.The ·first parts contain five letters 
sent by the CPN (Maoists) and RCP, USA to each .other. The second part of 
the book includes the materials or documents related with the Two-Line 
Struggle between the Mashal and the RIM ." The appendix contains full text 
of the Declaration of Rim adopted in 1984 and experts from the interview of 
Prachand, the chairman of the CPN (Maoist), published on the Hindu and 
the Interview of Azad, the spokesman of the CPI (Maoist). published on the 
People's March We hope, all these materials published in the book will help 
much to understand Two-Line Struggle within the RIM in correct and historical 
per ~pectives. 

In the last we extend our gratitude to all persons, organizations or 
websites from whom we have got or taken the materials published in the 
book and to the Yug-Jyotl Publication for the publication of this book. 

- Mohan Bikram Singh 
2009-06~10 
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p rt 1 

- 1-

L tterof R: P, USA 
(January 29, 2009) 

Dear Comrades, 

As you know we have been following the developments in your 
country and within your party with great concern and interest. During the 
long years of the People's War we consistently upheld and propagated 
your struggle ·within the revolutionary movement and among the masses 
of people in our country, and participated in doing so on an international 
level. We did so wholeheartedly, . convinced that the struggle in Nepal 
was a blow not only against the reactionary·ruling classes of Nepal itself, 
but could become an advanced outpost of struggle against the world 
imperialist system and that, under the leadership of a genuine communist 
vanguard party, this revolution had the basis not only for liberating Nepal 
but to contribute to the spread of revolutionary communism in the region 
and the world. 

We are ·writing this letter to inform you that we have come to the 
conclusion that it is now necessary to open up tq the public the struggle 
that we have been waging with you for several years now over ,key questions 
of .communist principle and the differences that have now sharply emerged. 

Ever since October 2005 we have been increasingly alarmed at 
the developments of line that your party has taken. Proceeding from 
what is our understanding of proletarian internationalism, we have made 
many efforts to carry out struggle over the crucial questions of ideological 
and political line involved. In particular we have written three major letters 
at key junctures presenting in a frank manner our understandiDg of the 
matters of principle that have emerged in relation to the development of 
the revolution in your country; we have not addressed these on the level 
of' specific tactical measures that you have taken at different junctures, 
but with regard to the overall ideological and political line that has been 
guiding the practice of your party-and which are now pushing the 
revolution into the abyss. 
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We wrote one letter in October 2005, a second one on March 19 
' 2008 and a third on November 4, 2008. Of these three letters, you chose 

to respond only to the first; we · ro vory disappointed and dismayed that 
you did not consider that tho htor two lottors of 2008 even merited a 
response. The qu stions that we and others have ralsod clearly focus on 
question that n ed to be discussed within RIM and the international 
communist movement and are . of concern to all who want to do away 

ith imperialism and reaction, and work toward a communist future. 

It should be obvious why the change In the leading political and 
ideological orientation of your party and the policies adopted have caused 
a great deal of questioning and confusion among friends of the Nepal 
revolution in our country and elsewhere. Despite the concerns of sections 
of the masses and repeated requests ·to know our opinion, we have 
been very careful to avoid open critiCism "of yo'ur'party in our press and 
in other public forums up until now. We have felt that this was the correct 
approach for us to take be.cause -you had made.9lear t6 us your preference 
that this struggle not take pl.ace in the public arena and .because it was 
our sincere hope that keeping this struggle internal to the ranks of our 
respective parties and. the parties and organizations of our movement 
would create the most favorable· condition.s'for-your party, and especially 
its leadership, to .engage in s.erious study,· debate and struggle.over ·the 
questions that we arid other . comrades. in the. international movement 
have been raising; -· 

We are forced to conclude that this policy of keeping our struggle 
internal is no longer appropriate ~nder the present circumstances. When 
the party leadership has shown no . interest in p_ursuing struggle over 
cardinal questions of ideological.and political line and.where the leading 
line and policies of the party itself are accelerating in the wrong directiq.n, 
to keep silent would objectively represent acquiescence .in this very path. 
On the contrary, the circumstances require a vigorous public discussion 
of the central'ideological and political questions involved. 

We do not take this decision with joy of heart but. rather out of the 
deepest concern for the future of the revolution . in Nepal and its 
implications for the proletarian revolutionary struggle internationally. 

Just as we had decided that it Is now correct to take this course of 
action. an article written by Roshan Klsson appeared in your English 
language journal Red Star (#21) In which there Is an open repudiation of 
the whole of Marxism, beginning with Marx ~lmself1 an open rejection of 
the whole experie~ce of the proletarian revolution up to this point, and 
an open proclamation that the revolution in Nepal can do no more than 
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build a mode• n capitalist state, leaving tho question of the struggle for 
socialism and communism to futuro go11 rations. 

As part of th anti commuql ·t dlutrlbo In Rod ·tar #21, Kisson 
launch vi lou nd unprlnclplod uttuck and porsonol slander on the 
leader of our party. Chairman Bob Avaklan, which Is roprohonsible and 
un cc ptabl . We strongly protest the completely anticommunist content 
of this rticle. To publish such an article In a journal that is seen all over 
th world as a vehicle for dissemination of your line and views constitutes 
promoting views that are completely In opposition to the goals and 
methods of communists that should be upheld by the international 
communist movement. 

We will proceed with publishing the three major letters mentioned 
above along with the only response we have received from you, unless 
we hear from you by February 15, 2009 with a compelling reason for not 
doing so. 

. ' 

. _ Qur proletarian internationalist 

greetings, 

Central Committee 

. Revolutionary ·Qommunist Party, USA 

. ' 

tf 
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L P, U 
(November 2008) 

Letter from the Revolutionary Communist Party, USA 

To the Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist) and all Parties and 
Organizations of RIM (November 2008) 

Dear Comrades, 
\ 

.' On March 19, 2008, our Party sent a circular letter to the comrades 
of the Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist) as well as to the other parties 
and organizations of RIM expressing .our ·deepest concern over the 
political and ideological orientation of the CPN(M) and the basic path it 
has been following for the last three.years. The central point in that letter 
was our belief that despite the great. struggle and sacrifices· of the ten 
years of People's War and its tremendous achievements, the state system 
being established and consolidated in Nepal is not New Democracy, the 
particular form of the dictatorship of the proletariat appropriate in countries 
like Nepal, but rather a bourgeois state, a ·"federal democratic republic" 
which will preserve and enforce the existing capitalist and semi feudal 
relations of production prevalent in Nepal. 

The People's Liberation Army is to be destroyed through 
"integration" into the reactionary state army and/or dissolved by other 
means, land distributed by the revolution to the peasantry is to be returned 
to previous owners, Western imperialist powers and reactio.nary states 
such as China and India are being hailed as great friends of the Nepalese 
people, and astounding theoretical· propositions are being put forward 
such as the "joint dictatorship of the proletariat and the bour geoisie". 1 

Instead of arguing for a program of carrying forward the revolution. 
CPN(M) leaders and government officials have loudly advocated positions 
and policies that so flagrantly go against the principles of .proletarian 
revolution and the interests of the masses in Nepal and around the world 
that any genuine com munist is shocked, saddened and angry to hear 
them on the lips of comrades of.our Movement. 

Yes, we have heard that the assurances from some that all of this 
is but a "transitional state" that can be transformed Into a genuine people's· 
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state - or, sorn «:~lm w or told , It I l>ut o clovor ploy to "deceive the 
enemy" whll J r pm utlon' c ntlnu to IJrln tho rovolutlon to a victorious 
conclu ion. ut In fa t och ~ t p tnk n down thl rood I making it more 
diffi ult Id logl ally, polltlcolly, orgonlzo tlonolly • nd mlllh rily to got back 
on th r volutlonary path. Today many moro communl t , In 'opal and 

I wh r , are coming to recognize that the formation of tho "foderal 
d mocratic republic" is not a "stepping stone" toward achieving the 
communist objectives but a giant step backwards, away from revolution 
and away from the achievements of the People's War, and a giant step 
toward firmly reconsolidating Nepal's position in the reactionary world 
imperialist system. 

The Problem Is The Line Of The Party 

It is excellent that many comrades are now recoiling when they 
stare into the abyss into which the revolution in Nepal is falling .. The 
question is to understand how things reached this point and, most 
importantly, what is necessary to fundamentally reverse this course and 
save the fruits of the revolution in Nepal that are being so rapidly 
destroyed. The current situation is no accident, no mere excess in carrying 
out an otherwise correct policy. It is not just one more "maneuver _to the 
right" that can be easily corrected by a following "maneuver to the left". 
The current display of class collabor~tion is a direct result of the 
ideo·logical and political line that has been leading the Party over the last 
period, particularly since the immediate goal of the Party was defined as 
the establishment of the "transitional state", that is, a bourgeois 
democratic republic. 2 

The immediate task facing all communists who hold the revolution 
in Nepal dear is to repudiate and fight against the wrong line in the 
CPN{M). Once again we will ·quote the words of Mao Tsetung:"lf one's 
line is incorrect, one's downfall is inevitable, even with the control of the 

· central, local and army leadership. If one's line is correct, even if one has 
not a single soldier at first, there will be soldiers, and even if there is no 
political power, political power will be gained. This is borne out by the 
historical experience . of our Party and by that of the international 
communist movement since the time of Marx .... The crux of the matter 
is line. This is an irrefutable truth."3 

Today the question of the future direction of Nepal is being battled 
out iri the domain of political line and ideology. If a correct revolutionary 
communist line can triumph within the party, the energy and aspirations 
of people that have been unleashed by the People' War can be harnessed 
and led, and there Is a real possibility that nationwide victory can be won 
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and the pathway opened to socialism. On the contrary, if the present line 
of tile CPN(M) leadership Is not ropudlntod, this groat opportunity for the 
people in Nepal and for tho co111111u11lnt movornont moro goneralfy will be 
lost. We ar not In n po ·1tlo11 to < poculoto or propor.o spocific tactical 
steps, nd w do not •·co that ' ts tho rolo that cornmcJm; In tho lntornationa1 
mov m nt nn or hould be playing. We must all focus our attention on 
maj r matters of Ideological and political line and not on secondary 
m tters of tactics or so called "maneuvering". Most fundamentally thi ~ 
m ans reaffirming, ideologically and in its political line and specific 
policies, that the revolution in Nepal is seeking to establish socialist 
relations in the country as part of the whole world process by which the 
capitalist imperialist world order will be overthrown and supplanted by 
socialism and ultimately communism. Yes, the revolution in Nepal must 
pass through the transition of New Democracy, but the purpose of the 
New Democratic Revolution is line for the practice of the party as a 
"tactic", which opened the way to the series of agreements with the 
parliamentary parties and effectively made the immediate goal of the 
revolution the formation of a bourgeois republic. exactly a transition toward 
socialism, and not toward an acceleration of capitalism in Nepal and its 
further integration into the world imperialist system.4 

. ' 

This essential point ~ the neeo to mairitain the goal and 
orientation of fighting for New Democracy and not ~ubstituti .ng the goal 
of classless, "pure" democracy (which can only mean bourgeois 
democracy, whether federal and proportional or not) - was a major 
theme of our October 2005 letter to the Party, which the CPN(M) 
1eadership dismissed as merely being the "ABCs of Marxism" with. no 
importance for analyzing the specific questions of tactics and policy 
facing the Party. But these "ABCs", or more· correctly put, these basic · 
truths· of Marxism, confirmed in the course of generations of 
revolutionary struggle all over the world, remain crucial to the success 
or failure of the revolution, and the rejection of these basic truths by 
the CPN(M)leadership is what is leading the revolution over the cliff. 

New Democracy & Socialisn1 Are Stepping Stones On 
The Road To Communism 

New Democracy requires 'a joint dictatorship oMhe revolutionary 
classes under the leadership of the proletariat and its vanguard, that is 
to say, a specific form of the dictatorship of the proletariat appropriate to 
the stage of the democratic revolution. While the system of New 
Democracy recognizes and protects the Interests of the national 
bourgeoisie, it targets as an enemy the comprador and bureaucrat 
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capitalist sector which is, after all, the dominant form of capitalism in 
Nepal. In its international policy, Now Dornocrocy aligns itself with the 
masses of people struggling og iln t lrnporlnllsm and reaction and 
opposes the world lmporlollst sy ·tom. Economlcully, as Mao put it, New • 
Democracy "op ns tho door to cupltullsm", but "It opons tho door to 
socialism v n wldor" by quickly ostabllshlng stato ownorshlp over those 
s tors controlled by the imperialists, allied reactionary states and the 
bur aucrat comprador bourgeoisie and feudal elements. In the 
countryside New Democracy means the thorough and revolutionary 
implementation of "land to the tiller" by mobilizing and relying on the 
oppressed masses of the peasantry. Culiurally, New Democracy means 
mobilizing the masses and unleashing them to thoroughly uproot 
backward institutions such as caste discrimination, child marriage, the 
oppression of women, the oppression of nationalities and so forth. Indeed, 
to a large extent New Democracy means completing on a nationwide 
level the revolutionary democratic transformations that the Party had 
begun in the base areas. 

In all of these aspects the New Democratic system represents 
something quite different from bourgeqis democracy. Bourgeois 
democracy accepts ·the capitalist system in a given country and 
internationally. It offers "equal ri_ghts" (especially the . right to vote) to 
everyone within the framework of the existing ownership system and the 
existing relations of production. ·.Bourgeois democracy will. always seek 
to demobilize the masses· and oppose and . repress the efforts of the 
masses to assert their own interests .. And we· kriow that in a country like 
Nepal, bourgeois rule, however "democratic", inevitably involves a great 
degree of compromis_e with semi feu dal relations, as is seen so clearly 
in neighboring Jndia. The "rule of (bourgeois) law" so central to bourgeois · 
democracy means that government officials become the agents and 
enforcers of bourgeois law. Isn't this ari important lesson of the ''.Yadov 
affair", when comrade Matrika Yadov, the CPN(M) Minister.of Land Reform 
and Management in the new government, resigned over his refusal to 
accept the use of state violence t6 evict the pe~santry off of land that 
had been redistributed to them by the revolution?5 This shows quite clearly 
how the government cannot help but function as an agent of the 
reactionary production and social relations, and it is a good illustration of 
Marx's point that "the proletariat cannot simply lay hold of the ready 
made state machinery and wield it for its own purposes" but must "smash 
it" and establish its own state.6 

Today when the choice before the Party and the masses is 
sharpening up as one between a "people's republic" and a bourgeois 
republic (in the form.of the "federal democratic republic"), ifis essential 
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for the communists themselves to be clear on the fundamental meaning 
of these two, opposite, kinds of states. It Is Important to be vigilant as 
well that the very conception of "peoplo's ropubllc" (or New Democratic 
republic) Is not gutted ond roducod to just o dlfforont labol on the bourgeois 
democratic republic. It Is Important to firmly grasp that tho Now Democratic 
republic must be part of the world proletarian revolution and that ft mu t 
serve as a transition to socialism and communism. 

This goal must not be left at the level of an empty declaration cf 
faith. We should not forget that even the most brazen capitalists in China 
still hide behind the banner of the "Communist" Party. Taking the socialist 
road requires understanding clearly what socialism and communism 
actually mean. It is not about the "perfection of democracy" in a way 
detached from the class struggle. 7 It is about achieving a society without 
class distinctions through the overcoming of the "four alls" Marx spoke 
about and which became popularized in the GPCR of China. Marx wrote 
that the communist revolution must aim at the elimination of: all cl.asses 
and class distinctions generally, all the relations of production on which 
they rest, all the social relations corresponding to them, and all t~e ideas 
that result from these social relations. 

The vehicle for assuring this transition from one social epoch to 
another is the dictatorship of the proletariat Only if state power is firmly 
in the hands of the proletariat at the leadership of an alliance with the 
other revolutionary classes will it be possible to protect the interests of 
the masses, as we have seen in the entire course of the People's War~ If 
state power is in the hands of the-mass·es countrywide led by a vanguard 
party clear on its goal, the initial transformations carried out in the base 
areas can be consolidated.throughout the .country and, most importantly, 
this state power can be used to begin the long ·and difficult but truly 
liberating process of transforming the economic and social relations 
between people in the direction of socialism and communism. 

The fundamental issue at stake in the debate over the form of 
the state and the role of "multiparty democracy" in Nepal today is actually 
about whether the dictatorship of the proletariat (at the stage of New 
Democracy) will be established. Indeed, as the- Chinese comrades 
pointed out during the epoch of Mao, all of the great struggles between 
Marxism and revisionism have been focused on the question of 
establishing and persevering in the proletarian dictatorship, and this is 
the case in Nepal today. 

There are important and difficult questions concerning the form of 
people's rule: What role should be allowed tor competing political parties? 
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How can the rights of the mosses bo guorontood In deeds and not only 
in words? How can tho rovolutlon moblllzo oll po ltlvo factors In society , 
to advance? And y , th r huv l uon orlous orrors In tho history of 
the communist mov m nt In thl• rogurd, ulthough our party does not 
accept th n sldod n gotlon of tho provlou oxporlonco of the 
communi t movem nt that Is trumpeted by the lntornatlonal bourgeoisie 
and, unfortunately, echoed by the leadership of the CPN(M). But one 
thing is quite certain: it will be impossible to address the genuine 
questions correctly unless· comrades understand the desirability and 
the possibility of achieving a wholly different type of society (socialism 
and communism) and therefore the need for the state to serve as a 
vehicle for carrying out this transformation, step by step and in 
conjunction with the masses the world over. 

If the essence of the state is the revolutionary dictatorship of the 
proletariat, if it is understood to be a vehicle lor thoroughly uprooting 
class society and all of the evils that flow from it, -the·n and only then will 
it be possible to answer the question of what type of democracy is required 
and what forms it might take. Again, the Yadov affair is instructive-what 
about the rights of the peasants to own the land they till? These rights 
count for nothing in the kingdom of ·ipure pemocracy". And where is the . 
state power to back up the rights of the peasantry, even if they were. 
formally recogniz~d? But it is not only a question of which classes enjoy 
democracy under the proletarian dictatorship and which classes are the 
object of this dictatorship. The proletarian dictatorship can and must also 
guarante_e the democratic rights of those intellectuals and other middle 
class strata whose class position between the masses and the exploiting 
classes tends to reinforce illusions of "pl:Jre" democracy. 

More importantly, iri a society that is truly advancing on the 
socialist road, it is possible and necessary to unleash the critical spirit 
among intellectuals and others and welcome· the criticism that such 
forces will have of the socialist society and proletarian rule, in the spirit 
of applying the dynamic Bob Avakian has called "solid core with a lot of 
elasticity". In fact, the stifling ·of dissent, the absence of rights, and 
bureaucratic stultification is a feature of revisionist rule (even a· quick 
look at contemporary China shows this easily). The socialist society 
that revolutionary communists must construct will be a far livelier and 
more invigorating place for the masses and for the intellectuals then 
any of the· reactionary societies in the world today, whether they be 
"liberal democracies" like .India or the US or revisionist prisons like 
China or North Korea. 

Every state consists of a dictatorship led by a specific class (in 
alliance with others) and every state requires a specific kind of democracy 

I 
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that corresponds to the interests of the ruling class and the kind of society 
it is building. This is why L nln correctly strossed that the proletarian 
dictatorship i million tl rn mor d rnocrutlc than tho most liberal of 
bourg ois d m roci .. 1 h cruclnl qu &llon lo dornocr' cy for whom 
and for' d1 t Im? What I n odod I dornocrucy urnony tho broad rank 
f th m nd dictatorship over tho small numbor of oxplolter ', a 

j m r y that nerglzes society and mobilizes all of the diverse and 
ntradi tory features that can help propel the society forward along the 
ialist road toward communism. The kind of dictatorship and the kind 

f democracy needed are those that reflect the truth Lenin was getting 
at when he said communism springs forth from "every pore". We do not 
need the empty shell of bourgeois democracy where the exploiting 
classes and their socio economic system set the terms and the limits of 
political life and discourse and that reduces the masses' participation in 
politics to an occasional vote or demonstration.8 . 

The Election Mira~le? 
The most significant event that took place since we sent our letter 

of March 19, 2008 has been the Constituent Assembly elections, the 
emergence of the CPN(M) as the largest party in the country and the 
subsequent formation of a government with C.omrade Prachanda at its 
head. 

One leading comrade of the CPN(M) described this as "the election 
miracle". And indeed, we ourselves, like many other observers, were 
surprised by the result. · , · 

We had written in our March 19 letter: "The most likely result is 
that the CPN(M) will be defeated 'fairly' at the elections ... . If in the 
extremely unlikely event that the . Party did come · to occupy the key 
positions of government through .this electoral process the very alliance 
required, the entanglement in bourgeois. political institutions and with 
the 'international community' will ensure that there is no transfer of power 
to the proletariat and the oppressed classes·and no basis for the state to 
carry out the revolutionary transformation of society." 

What our party had predicted as "extremely unlikely", that is the 
emergence of a CPN(M) led government, has come into being. 

We were wrong to introduce a specific prediction of the election 
result in our previous letter. Not only did this prediction turn out to be 
wrong, it weakens the essential and correct point we were making in 
that letter including in the paragraph cited above - that the Constituent 
Assembly (CA) process could not lead to he peaceful transfer of power 
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to the proletariat and masses of Nopol ond would instead legitimize the 
reactionary bourgeol toto. Adv mcin on oloctlon prodiction, whether 
or not it turn d out to b corr ct, f d Into th v ry pragmatism that is 
such probl m In th Porty - Jud In tootle ond policy by whother they 
"work" (or m to work) roth r than by whothor thoy corro pond to 
fund m nt I obj ctlvos. 

Th "mandate" that the Party obtained through the CA vohicle I 
not a mandate for completing the New Democratic revolution. While it is 
true that the revolutionary masses of Nepal voted for the CPN(M) out of 
the love and respect won in the course of the People's War, the deferential 
treatment of the CPN(M) by the bourgeoisie, imperialists and India came 
not from having waged a People's War but from having stopped one. Any 
support from the middle classes and others for the Party on this basis 
(having stopped the war) will not further propel the Party toward 
completing the revolution but act as a brake on it. 

"Without A People's Army The People Have Nothing" 

The form of the state has been changed from monarchy to republic, 
but this does not represent the fulfilling of the New Democratic revolution. 
Far from it. The current state represents the perfecting of the old 
reactionary state, shorn of its monarchical costume, and this is true 
regardless of what political party sits at the top this state - this is a 
theme which we developed at length in our letter of March 19, 2008. This 
new state system is objectively the.continuation and perfecting of the old 
state, and as such it has no choice except-to enforce the old reactionary 
economic and social relations, and it can never be a vehicle for their 
destruction. Meanwhile the very structures of power that had been 
established during the People's War to enforce the class interests of the . 
masses of .the people have been dismantled. Without a new state power 
in the hands of the masses it is impossible for society to be revolutionized: . 
as Lenin put it, without political power all is illusion. 

Nowhere is this clearer than when examlning the pillar on which 
this state stands - the (formerly Royal now republican) Nepal Army. All 
of Marxism as well as contemporary social experience teaches again 
and again that it is the armed forces that are the central and decisive 
element of any state. The People's Liberation Army, which had been the 
pillar of the new state that was being forged in the base areas, has been 
confined to cantonments and is now threatened with liquidation through 
the process of "integration" into the old reactionary army. Without the 
PLA it will be impossible to protect the transformations that have already 
taken place in t~e base areas, to say nothing of extending them throughout 
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the whole country. We should nevor forgot Mao's words that, "without a 
People's Army, the p oplc llov null1lny", nor tho grout snoritices that 
were required to build llf u 1 ow 1 tul PL/\ In Nopnl. 

Any id n that 111 N µul Army, ovon If II c·wollow~ up , nd dig t' 
p rt of th PLA, can be transformed Into a Pooplo's Army, that It wilf 
b m , in nee, anything other than what it always has been, I 

th n ridiculous, it is extremely dangerous. As noted earlier, th 
r I f th Nepal Army will be to continue to enforce the dominant social 

nd production relations that keep the masses enslaved. 

Nor can we accept the argument concerning the "two sides" of 
the Nepal Army - that it has always been undemocratic in its defense 
of feudal oppression (true) but that it is has defended the interests of 
the nation (untrue).9 The fact is that the (Royal) Nepal Army has been 
the pillar of defending the decrepit reactionary social system, which, at 
least in the modern period, has been entirely dominated by the world 
imperialist system. To talk of "preserving the independence" of a 
comprador, bureaucrat capitalist state· has a very restricted meaning. 
No fundamental natiqnal independence can come about unless and 
until this old system is uprooted and the whole network that keeps 
Nepal ensnared in the world impe_rialist system is broken. Doesn't the 
role of the (Royal) Nepal Army in providing soldiers for UN 
"peacekeeping missions", which the new government has most 
unfortunately pledged to maintain, show the real relationship between 
the reactionary army and the world imperialist system? 

Time and again we have seen the inseparable link in the oppressed 
countries between achieving the social emancipation of the masses and 
waging the struggle against imperialism - and quite often communists 
have fallen into the error of supporting this or that reactionary state because 
of its alleged anti imperialist character. We should not forget the tragic 
experience of the comrades of Iran giving support to the Khomeini regime 
because of a mistaken view of Khomeini's "antiimperiali~t aspect".10 Exactly 
because imperialism is a world system that is evermore deeply penetrating 
all aspects of the social and economic structure, it is impossible for 
meaningful social transformation to take place without a radical rupture 
with imperialism, and, conversely, reactionary so called "anti imperialist" 
~tates have a strong tendency to compromise, capitulate or collapse in 
the face of imperialist aggression and bullying. The achievement of genuine 
national Independence Is Inseparable from the liberation of the masses 
and can novor bo obtained by a roactlonary army. 

No, tho taGk of "smashing" tho old state apparatus, the seizure of 
political power by force, has boon and remains the crucial first great task 
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of the revolution In N J ol, o In nll othor countrlon . Wo havo not been 
convinced that th lln f f I htln 1 f r n "trnn< ltl rn l t i t " h c in any way 
hastened or fa lllt t f tlH fulflllm 11t of thl< tw k. Uri th contra ry, the 
"transition" th t w hnv : c n In n tr m ltlon to i mor fully cow·olidatod 
bour i rd r u nd, unfortunu toly, rolsos th o cJ · ngo r of th 
tran ~ rmntlon of tho CPN(M) Itself from a force that lod tho ma(! O" In 
fi htin g Inst the old order Into a force for the preservation of thi" old 

rd r in its present Republican skin. 

P rt Of The Rebirth Of Revolutionary Communism Or 
Part Of Its Burial? 

The current conjuncture of the revolution in Nepal must be seen 
in this context of the crossroads now facing the entire international 
communist movement. It is coming at a time when, thirty years after the 
defeat oJ proletarian rule in Mao's China and after decades of relentless 
anti communist assault by the imperialists and their apologists Jhe world 
over, the whole international communist movement has reached a low 
point in the effectiveness of its struggle and, most importantly, in its 
ideological clarity and its resolve to fulfill its revolutionary objectives. 

As it was put in a recent Manifesto from our Party, . . . 

"The temporary defeat of soCialisni and the e·~d of the first stage 
of the communist revolution has .. ~among other things ... led to lowered 
sights and low dreams. Even among many people who once would have 
known better and would have striven higher, it has led, ·in the short run, 
to acceptance of the idea that- in reality and at least for the foreseeable 
future - there can be no alternative to the world as it is, under the 
domination of imperialism and other exploiters. That the mos~ one can 
hope for and work for are some secondary adj_ustments within the 
framework of accommodation to this system. That anything else - and 
especially the attempt to bring about a revolutionary rupture out of the 
confines of this system, aiming toward a radically different, communist 
world - is unrealistic and is bound to brin~ disaster."11 

The necessity and desirability of completely sweeping away 
capitalist exploitation and radically transforming the whole planet is greater 
than ever before but the possibility of such a revolutionary transformation 

. is not seen or is denied. 'complex new problems in making revolution 
have emerged - for example the massive trend toward urbanization in 
the oppressed countries - while the very conditions of capitalism and 
imperialism's breakneck "triumphal" development of the last several 
decades has actually further prepared the ground for the victory of the 

[ 19 ] . 

Escaneado con CamScanner 

https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download


proletarian revolution by furthorlng the groat class cleavages, by tying1 
the destinies of the mo of p oplo In different countries even more 
tightl~r tog th r, nnd by v r moro cl rly rovoollng tho world capitalist 
syst m n b tocl to th furthor odvonco of human oclety. 

V\f mu t prepuro and load o wholo wavo of prolotarlan revolution 
th t an how both In Its vision and In Its practice how It will bo po ible 
t t I society to a completely different place. It Is in this light that the 
r volution in Nepal must be seen. If it can clarify its objectives anc1 
overcome its current predicament, the revolution in Nepal will rekindle 
hopes in the ranks of the genuine communists and conscious 
revolutionary masses the world over. The People's War fuelled the hope 
that, after several decades in which the imperialists and the reactionary 
ruling classes have controlled every country on the earth, a new state 
was being born where the masses of the people led by the proletariat 
and its vanguard communist party would hold power. The People's War 
cracked open the door to see how ·political power in the hands of the 
masses ·could be used to thoroughly uproot the old semi feudal and 
capitalist social relations and build a radically different society opposed 
to the world imperialist system, a beacon for the revolutionary m&sses in 
the volatile South Asian region. But the revisionism and eclecticism from 
the leadership of the CPN(M) is snuffing out this very hope and instead 
is reinforcing the message of the int~rnational bourgeoisie that there is 
no real alternative to the imperialist system, that the only real possibility 
is to improve the position of the country (or really that of its rulirig class) 
within this imperialist system. 

In this letter we will only briefly protest against the present 
internationa1 line of the CPN(M) leadership. It has been shown over and 
over again that the international orientation of a political party is not a 
minor matter somehow unconnected to its overall ideological and political 
line. Today we see the CPN(M) leadership presenting imperialist and 
reactionary enemies as friends and even treating some of them as 
"strategic allies" of the revolution. How are we to understand the many 
speeches and articles justifying the suppression of the masses in Tibet12 

or worse, those extolling the "wonders" that China has accomplished 
under revision st rule? And not a word13 about the tens of thousands of 
Chinese children poisoned by the milk adulterated by the capitalists 01 · 

those buried under the rubble of schools built by unscrupulous contractors. 

Wo often hoar comrados of the CPN(M) justify this or that tactic 
on a national or lntornatlonal scnlo In order to "make use of contradictions 
among. the onom~oo". Cortalnly this Is a necessary and correct part of 
revolutionary tacucs, but only If those tactics flow from the fundamental . 
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strategic Interests of tho prolotorlon rovolutlon and If those tactics do not 
violate revolutlonory com1mmlsl prlnclplo . 

N w Synth ·I Or Tlr .d Old Bourgool Domocracy? 

n of th groat trngodlos of tho grout rlyht turn In tho CPN{M) 
ha b on that Instead of helping the rovlval of tho cornrnunl(lt mo 1omont 
int rnationally by showing the viability of a revolutionary communist 
orientation, which the People' War objectively did In large measure, tho 
Party's present line and practice Is only strengthening the "anti communist 
verdict" that the imperialists and reactionaries have tried to impose 
throughout the world, especially following the defeat in China and the 
collapse of the USSR.14 

Now, when the first wave of proletarian revolution that began with 
the Paris Commune and continued through the Cultural Revolution in 
China has ended and a new wave of proletarian revolution has yet to 
break forth, questions of ideology have taken on-a particular importance. 
Bob Avakian has stepped forward to the challenge of summing up the 
tremendous experience of the first wave of proletarian revolution, its 
grieVOl:fS shortcomings as well as its heroic accomplishments, and has 
brought forward a New Synthesis. To quote from our party's 
Manifesto,"there is an analogy to what was done by Marx at the beginning 
of the communist movement - establishing in the new conditions that 
exist, after the end of the first stage of the communist revolution, a 
theoretical framework for the renewed advance of that revolution. But 
today, and with this new synthesis, it is most emphatically not a matter of 
'back to the drawing board', as if what is called for is throwing out both 
the historical experience of .the communist movement and the ~ocialist 
societies it brought into being and 'the rich body of revolutionary scientific 
theory' that developed through this first wave. That wouid represent an 
unscientific, and in fact a reactionary, approach. Rather, what is required 
- and what Avakian has undertaken - is building on all that ~as gone 
before, theoretically and practically, drawing tHe positive and the negative 
lessons from this, and raising this to a new, higher levef of synthesis." 

But unfortunately, the leadership of the CPN(M) has adopted an 
opposite approach that accepts the unscientific anti communist verdicts 
of the international bourgeoisie and renounces the dictatorship of the 
proletariat as the necessary transition toward socialism and communism. 
Instead, the very old ideology of bourgeois democracy is being presented 
as "Communism of the twenty first Century" and the actual communism 
of the twenty first century as it is concretely emerging Is being ignored, 
belittled or opposed. 
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"Em nci . r f Hur nlty" Or ullcJ r Of A New 
wit rl d? 

11 f th c ntml point · that l:Job /\vuklun ha boon ornph lzin 
p rt f th N w Synthesis that he has beon bringing forward I th~ 

ru i I importance of communists seeing themselves and training th'J 
r I t rial to be "emancipators of humqnity". This Is far different frorn 

ing the role of the revolution as simply improving the lot of the specific 
section of the masses who have supported it. Yes, the revolution mu t 
and will dramatically improve the lives of the masses of people and, in 
tact, capitalist development will not bring about a better life for the majority. 
In desperately poor Nepal the question of lifting the heavy burden of 
poverty is a crucial part of any revolutionary transformation. 

A basic question is whether development must come by being 
more integrated into the capitalist and imperialist system - that is by 
welcom.ing and organizing more capitalist exploitation - or whether the 
socialist road is actually possible: building a viable and emancipatory 
social and economic system that in a fundamental sense is opposed to 
the world capitalist system. 

This is one of the reasons we find it ·so ·strange to see the CPN(M) 
promising the "ten, twenty, forty" to the masses (doubling the gross 
national product in ten years, doubling it again in the following ten years 
and "reaching th.e level of Switzerland" within forty years). Not only would 
this imply a growth rate far greater .than has ·ever been achieved before, 
such as in China under Mao, but it implies that the imperialists will· actually 
help bring these developments about In fact, repeated experience in 
the real world shows that wherever the imperialist system reaches, 
backwardness and poverty are tar from eradicated, even if "bubbles" of 
development grow and benefit a minority of.urban dwellers. 

Now, bit by bit, it is being revealed that this transformation will be 
possible .by becoming the "dynamic link" between India and China. So 
what is this really saying? It is saying that by making Nepal a functioning, 
"dynamic" part of the world imperialist system, somehow the country will 
benefit from the capitalist development of India and China and their 
interrelation. This dream is both impossible and reactionary. Even if the 
reactionary states and the imperialists were persuaded to accept this 
model, it would certainly be a reiative handful of the wealthy In Kathmandu 
Valley who would be part of this "dynamic link", while the great majority 
of the population would be left to rot In the countryside or in the slums. 
With Chi.na and India both hellholes for the masses of people in the 
countryside and the slums, why would the "dynamic link" between them 
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be any different? Is this really whot I In tho lntorosts of the masses in 
Nepal? How does this mod I flt with th tusk of promoting revolution in 
India, China and I wh r 7 

Not nly I thl vision l>n d cornplotoly on rnodol f vigorous 
unint rrupt d opltoll m, thl gaol of bocomlng u Swltzorland in itself 
quit r v lin . After all, what Is Switzerland? It Is a small highly para itic 

nd r a tion ry imperialist state that has grown very wealthy duo to its 
p rti ular position as a major center of banking and finance of the world 
imperialist system, located in the heart of Imperialist Europe. Does such 
a goal and vision have anything to do with a~hleving communism? In 
other words, a country can only become a "Switzerland" based on 
achieving a privileged position in the Imperialist world and sharing in the 
plunder of the majority of mankind. Is this really what the masses in 
Nepal have fought for? How does this goal help emancipate humanity? 

It is ironic that at the very moment the CPN(M) leadership is seeking . 
a development model based on the continued and uninterrupted 
development of imperialism, the crisis of world capitalism is exploding 
all around them. Capitalist China and India will also suffer as the 
contradictions of world capitalism catch up with it, and even the dream 
of a Nepalese "dynamic hub" between these two reactionary states could 
well explode in a puff of smoke. 

It is impossible to overestimate the role a genuine. proletarian 
revolutionary state could make in transforming the still mainly unfavorable 
international situation. Such a regime may not be able to set growth 
records for capitalist developme.nt, but it could take giant steps forward, 
and quickly, to solve many of the most basic , problems of the masses, 
such as food security, employment within the counfry, sanitation, basic 
health services in the rural areas, and much more. The existence of 
such a state, even a small on~ like Nepal, would rekindle hope among 
the oppressed masses, especially in the region, and demonstrate that a 
revolutionary path is possible. 

So the choice is between pursuing a path .of integration into the 
capitalist system, which might benefit relatively small strata, or pursuing 
a development path based on the interests and needs of the great majority 
of the people in opposition to the world capitalist system. Yes, this latter, 
socialist, road is difficult, and there is no guarantee of how events ~ill 
unfold. But we are guaranteed that a capitalist Nepal can only mean 
misery for the majority, and a state based on this economic system cannot 
help but be one more link-In the web of relations that keep the world 

• ens~aved to the world Imperialist system. · 
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When we say that tho dominant lino of the CPN(M) leadership 
represents a "bourgeol "orlontotlon, wo mo not hurling Insults or impugning 
the character of th commd n. Wu nr •·Imply stressing what we consider 
to be a ci ntifl v \luntlon of th lncorroct llno thoy mo leading: the 
cone ption f "pur domocrucy" ctundlng upurt from and "above" the 
cl ava f o I ty Into clussos corresponds to tho capltolist mode of 
pr du ti n and not to the communist outlook based on tho goal of 
urpassing class divisions. And so we are not at all surprised that the 

Party leadership is now loudly proclaiming the benefits of capitalism and 
proposing concrete programs for the acceleration of capitalism in the 
country. What we have seen in the recent months is nothing other than the 
first "fruits" of the tree of capitalism under this line and leadership, and you 
can be sure that other, ever more sour fruits will be sure to follow. 

Despite the claims· of the CPN(M) leaders that they are aiming 
eventually to achieve a communist society, in truth they completely 
confound democracy and communism. They are themselves prisoners 
of their own world outlook. Furthermore, the CPN(M) leadership is falling 
into the age old revisionist error that the achievement of communism 
depends primarily on the further advance of the productive forces, to be 
achieved by capitalist ends. This is precisely the line that Mao and the 
revolutionaries in China fought out in the course of the Great Proletarian 
Cultural Revolution against Liu Shao chi and later Deng Xiao ping. 

Earlier in the history of the Chinese revolution, the question was 
clearly posed as to whether it would be possible to build socialism in a 
backward country. Indeed, Mao's whole thesis of New Democracy was 
based very much on showing how it was possible to do so and, of co.urse, 
he then went abo~t doing so in practice. In the cours_e of the Cultural 
Revolution Mao raised the slogan "grasp revolution, promote production", 
thus correctly showing that the productive forces of society could be 
unleashed by further revolutionary transformation - the exact opposite 
of the argument that many are making in Nepal now that development 
must come by capitalist m·eans. · 

Two Line Struggle Or "Three Lines"? 

One of the particularities of centrism and eclecticism is its refusal 
to make a clear cut demarcation between Marxism and revisionism, but 
instead to try to carve out a position "half way" between a revolutionary 
communist ideology and politics and outright capitulation and 
opportunism. In Nepal it is this form of centrist revisionism that has 
become the greater danger, not those who unabashedly proclaim their 
adhesion to the Ideology of multlparty democracy and the glories of 
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capitalism. The tired r fraln I thnt thorn Is tho dongor of revisionism or 
rightism "on the on hand", but th or I nlno tho dongor of "dogmatism" 
on the oth r, and thnt by nklllfully mnnouvorlny bolwoon these two 
obstacl th I nrty ho gono from victory to vlolory. Or, lhore Is the 
recognlti n In words of fundamontol prlnclplos, tho "AOC~ of Marxism", 
such A th no d to smash the existing state apparatus, whilo tho Party's 
ctual policy goes completely contrary to this goal. 

This brings us back to the argument w.e and other comrades have 
raised regarding the CPN(M)'s repudiation of the Maoist principle of "one 
divides into two". The belief in the po.ssibility and even necessity of 
reconciling or "fusing" together antagonist opposites has become a deeply 
engrained part of the CPN(M) leadership's approach.15 The fusion of 
Marxism and reformism is really not a brilliant new contribution to the 
communist movement. It is just one more unfortunate and tragic case 
where the communist leadership has lost its bearings. 

We should remind comrades that every revisionist party always has 
a "left" whose role objectively is to provide an outlet for the discontent of 
the masses and sections of the rank and file, while keeping these same 
sections bound to the political program of the party leadership. The point 
is not the lack of sincerity of those who still try to combine justification and 
support of the CPN(M)'s objectively capitulationist line ·with language 
upholding proletarian revolution. The problem is that such language in 
support of revolution becomes meaningless, a mere deception of oneself 
and others, unless it is combined with an all out struggle against the very 
revisionism that is threatening the advance of the revolution. 

Eclecticism and centrism, especially when raised to the level of 
philosophical approach and principle as is the case with the CPN(M) 
leadership, do not represent a position that is "half correct" or somehow 
more correct than an openly revisionist position. On the contrary, it is a 
form of revisionism · in which an anti Marxist ideology and political line 
are allowed to flourish and are actually determining the course of political 
action, while better sounding words serve to cover over this reality and 
confuse the masses and comrades. Lenin's words, which the Chinese 
comrades ofteh referred to during the Great Proletarian Cultural 
Revolution, are cruel but unfortunately. right on target: "In falsifying 
Marxism in opportunist fashion, the substitution of eclecticism for 
dialectics is the easiest way of deceiving the people. It gives an illusory 
satisfaction; it seems to take into account all sides of the process, all 
trends of development, all the conflicting Influences, and so forth, whereas 
in reality it provides no Integral and revolutionary conception of the 
process of social development at all." 16 
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R th 1 th n I I to find "mlddlo ground" botwoon two opp ' 
f r i I nl 111, be It the classlc rightist form or storllo dogrnati rr , 

r n up Incorporating the worst features of each, we propo tt- ~ 
, rnr d s focus their attention on what Is In common between th 
mirror opposite" forms of revisionism. The Manifesto recently issued I': 1 

our Party points to the following common features of both forms cf 
revisionism prevalent in the ICM as a whole: 

" .. Never taking up - or never engaging in any systematic way 
ith - a scientific summation of the previous stage of the communist 

movement, and in particular Mao Tsetung's path breaking analysis 
concerning the danger of and basis for capitalist restoration in socialist 
society. Thus, while they may uphold - or may in the past have upheld -
the Cultural Revolution in China, they lack any real, or profound, 
understanding of why this Cultural Revolution was necessary and why 
and with what principles and objectives Mao initiated and led this CulturaJ 
Revolution. They reduce this Cultural Revolution to, in effect, just another 
episode in the exercise of the dictatorship of the proletariat - or, on the 
other hand, reinterpret it as some kind of bourgeois democratic 'anti 
bureaucracy' movement, which in essence represents a negation of the 
need for a communist vanguard and its institutionalized leading role in 
socialist society, throughout the transition to communism. 

••The common tendency to reduce 'Maoism' to just a prescription 
for waging people's war in a Third World country, while again ignoring, or 
diminishing the importance of, Mao's most important contribution to 
communism: his development of the theory and line of continuing the 
revolution under the dictatorship of the proletariat, and all the rich analysis 
and scientific method that underlay and made possible the development 
of that theory and line. 

••Positivism, pragmatism, and empiricism. While again, this may 
take different expressions in accordance with different particular 
erroneous viewpoints and approaches, what is common to them is the 
vulgarization and degradation of theory- reducing it to a 'guide to practice' 
only in the most narrow and immediate sense, treating theory as, in 
essence, a direct outgrowth bf particular practice, and attempting to 
establish an equivalence between advanced practice (which itself, 
especially on these people's part, Involves an element of subjective and 

[ 26] 

Escaneado con CamScanner 

https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download


arbitrary evaluation) and supposqdly advanced theory. A scientific 
communist, mot rloll t nd dlolootlonl, vlowpolnt leads to the 
understondln tlml J mctl I th 1ltlnmto point of origin and point of 
v rlflcotlon f th ory; but, In oppo ltlon to tho o narrow, empiricist 
di tortion , thl mu t b undorntood to moun pmctlco In tho broad sense, 
n mp, In brood social and historical oxporlonco, and not simply 

th dlr ct xperlence of a particular Individual, group, party, or nation. 
Th v ry founding, and the further development of, communist theory 
Itself Is a powerful demonstration of this: From the time of Marx, this 
theory has been forged and enriched by drawing from a broad array of 
experience, in a wide range of fields and over a broad expanse of historical 
development, in society and nature. Practice as the source of theory 
and the maxim that 'practice is the criterion of truth' can be, and will be, 
turned into a profound untruth if this is interpreted and applied in a narrow, 
empiricist, and subjective manner. 

** Very significantly, these 'mirror opposite' erroneous tendencies 
have in common being mired in, or retreating into, models of the past, of 
one kind or another (even if the particular models may differ): either clinging 
dogmatically to the past experience of the first stage of the communist 
revolution - or, rather, to an incomplete, one sided, and ultimately erroneous 
understanding of that-or retreating into the whole past era of bourgeois 
revolution and its principles: going back to what are in essence eighteenth 
century theories of (bourgeois) democracy, in the guise, or in the name, of 
'twenty first century communism', in effect equating this 'twenty first century 
communism' with a democracy that is supposedly 'pure' or 'classless' - a 
democracy which, in reality, as long as classes exist, can only mean 
bourgeois democracy, and bourgeois dictatorship. All this while ignoring, 
treating as outdated, or dismissing as dogma (or consigning to the 
meaningless category of the 'ABCs of communism', which are 
acknowledged as an abstraction and then put to the side as irrelevant to 
the practical struggle) the fundamental, scientific communist understanding, 
paid for literally and repeatedly in the blood of millions of the oppressed 
from the time of the Paris Commune, that the old, reactionary state must 
be smashed and dismantled and a radically new state must be brought 
into being, representing the revolutionary interests of the formerly exploited 
in transforming all of society and emancipating all of humanity, or else any 
gains of the revolutionary struggle will be squandered and destroyed, and 
the revolutionary forces decimat ed."17 

In Summation: Fight To Save The Revolution! 

It is true that now that the Party has dug Itself such a big hole it will 
be difficult to dig out. But however difficult this task may be, the only 
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solution i a r al r dlcal f'llf turo, n rovofullon In thinking, a determinn 
nd pr tra t d ff r t t er Ill ·lz u1cJ r pucJh ro tho rovlsionist orientat;~1 

th t th b 11 Iner n lngly domlrv1tlng tho P·1rty lcloologica lly
1 
po li tic~u 

nd r nlz, ti nnlfy. Anything short ot such a clotorrninod offor , ,' 
tt mpt to rnaneuver and "finesse" away from the aby withr/ 
nfronting the magnitude and source of the problem will not only f~ il ,, 

void the impending disaster but will actually be ideologically ar; 
politically paralyzing. "Half solutions" are no solution at all and, on rr; 
contrary, part of the problem. · 

We are not in a position to comment on what tactics or immediate. 
steps the CPN(M) should take in the present situation. But we ar~ 
convinced that if fundamental clarity is achieved on the vital questions ct 
the state and revolution, the comrades in Nepal can find appropriate 
means to reverse the current path. The CPN(M) enjoys a tremendous 
reservoir of support from among the masses of the people of the whole 
country. The People's War ignited the hopes of the long downtrodden 
and unleashed them. The masses of the poor peasantry, the oppressed 
nationalities, women and oppressed castes need the revolution to go 
forward and will never be satisfied by a few representatives in parliament 
or government. The PLA is in peril, but it has not yet fallen victim to the 
conspiracies to dissolve it. And despite the efforts of the Party leadership 
to pander to the backward ideas of the urban middle classes (especially 
their illusions about "pure democracy"), experience has shown t~at the 
educated youth, intellectuals and others from the middle strata can be 
won to the side of.the revolution on a positive basis by showing how their 
interests can best be fulfilled not by aborting the revolution but by carrying 
it through to its victory. Despite the great damage of the wrong line in 
command of the Party, a strong objective basis remains to rescue the 
revolution and carry it through to the establishment of a revolutionary 
state led by the proletariat and its vanguard. 

On the other hand, unless the Party abandons its current confusion 
on the nature of the state, on the class nature of dictatorship and 
democracy, on the confounding o.f the socialist road and the capitalist 
road, and the confusion of friends and enemies on the international scale. 
all efforts to rectify the present state of affairs will be in vain. It will not be 
POu6iblo to reduce the fever without attacking the underlying sickness 
thcat I causing It. 

Tho main form that revisionism has been taking in Nepal - and a 
major problem In our Movement as a whole - has been eclecticism and 
centrism. While some leaders of the Party have all along expressed their 
support for the political system of bourgeois democracy and their belief 
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in the necessity tor tho country to puss through a whole stage of 
capitalism, the greater problom hns boon thoso In tho Party leadership 
who have tlounderod ldoologlcolly - conf uoln bouryool domoc~acy with 
the N w D mocr tic dlctutor hip, combining two Into ono, confusing 
strat gy nnd tactic , confounding socondary and prlnclpal aspects of a 
contradiction, talking one language In private and another In public, and 
in g n ral saying one thing and doing another. 

Th~ problem can be overcome, but only If a radical rupture takes 
place with the current dominant centrlsm and eclectics. This means that 
a pressing and immediate task is the Ideological reaffirmation of the 
basic goals of the proletarian revolution as distinct from bourgeois 
democracy, reaffirming the New Democratic revolution as the vehicle for 
achieving this in Nepal, and reaffirming the basic means to accomplish 
the revolution. On this basis it will be possible to sweep away the cobwebs 
of revisionism, eclecticism and centrism and really meet the challenges 
of communism of the twenty first century. It is worthwhile recalling that 
one of the main focal points of the final ferocious struggle against the 
capitalist readers in China was the debate over the dictatorship of the 
proletariat. Chang Chunchiao, one of the main leaders of Mao's 
revolutionary headquarters in the party, spoke sharpiy to some of the 
other party leaders who were not playing a good role in the struggle. He 
pointed out: some of you consider the study of 'the dictatorship· of the 
proletariat to be a "flexible task", but the capitalist readers understand 
very clearly that it is an "inflexible task" with life and death implications 
for the revolution. Similarly, the current debate concerning the path forward 
in Nepal is no less vital. 

Our comrades in Nepal are caught in a swamp and in dire danger 
of drowning. And what has been the reaction of RIM comrades in other 
countries to this emergency? While a few have tried to assist as best 
they can, unfortunately some others have thrown flowers to the 
floundering comrades when what they critically need is a strong rope t9 
pull themselves out of the swamp. The necessary rope exists: it is nothing 
other than the revolutionary communis~ ideological and political line, its 
stand, viewpoint and method. It is a scientific understanding of the world 
and the revolutionary· process, which is constantly developing as it 
steadfastly upholds and builds upon the achievements as well as 
summing up the positive and negative experiences of the first wave of 
proletarian revolution, incorporates discoveries and advances in every 
sphere of human endeavor and confronts both new problems of revolution 
and old problems in new forms. The current two line struggle within the 
CPN(M) is taking place within the context of the greater question of 
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whether, and on what basis, a wholo now wave of world proletarian 
revolution can be brought frnword. 

Tile xp rionc of th r volutlon In Nopul lo vory rich lndood, and 
one cans th r nl llf impllcntiono of polltlcul uncJ ldoologlcal lino, botn 
positiv I)' thr u h th ton years of Pooplo's War and more rocontly 
n ativ ly in th period of dismantling the people's power. Nevorthelo , 
th b Ii f that the advanced practice of the Nepal revolution has made it 
unn cessary to learn from advanced understanding from other comrade 
is part of the pragmatism and empiricism that has, unfortunately, been a 
growing part of the CPN(M) lead ership's ideological orientation for some 
time now. Any effort to resolve the crisis in the CPN(M) only "on its own 
terms", and on nationalist o'r empiricist grounds to ignore or resist the 
advanced revolutionary communist understanding developing elsewhere 
is to severely handicap the struggle for a correct line. In particular, we 
sincerely hope that the comrades of the CPN(M) will give serious attention 
to engaging with the body of work, method and approach, the New 
Synthesis, that Bob Avakian has been bringing forward. 

We will conclude by sending our warm greeting~ to the leaders, 
cadres and fighters of the CPN(M) at this crucial crossroads of the 
revolution and our hopes that the crucial struggle wil.I be carried through 
to a successful conclusion. The correct. political and ideological line is 
capable of transforming the present direction.of the Party and avoiding 
the abyss. Those who have played a revolutionary role in the past can, if 
armed with a correct line, ~ast off the baggage of eclecticism, pragmatism 
and centrism and retake the revolutionary road. But this will only be 
achieved by fighting through for the necessary radical rupture. We pledge 
again to do everything we can to assist you in this struggle, which will 
not only determine the future for Nepal but is inseparable from the crucial 
questions that are now facing the entire international communist 
movement. 

Revolutionary Communist Party, USA 4 November 2008 
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f ,U 
(March 2008) 

1 rch 2008 To the Participating P~rtles and Organization of th 
RIM Comrades, 

For some time now our Party has been greatly disturbed by the 
direction the Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist) (CPN[M]) has been 
taking in terms of its political and ideological positions and the policies 
that flow from them. Many of our concerns about fundamental questions 
were expressed in a letter sent to the comrades of the CPN(M) in October 
2005. That letter was written before the April 2006 anti monarchy 
movement and the subsequent ceasefire, the adoption of the 
Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA), the joining of the interim Nepal 
government and other developments~ However much the CPN(M) 
comrades laid out that our Party is simply unable to understand their 
"creative tactics", in reality our debate with the CPN(M) around points of 
theory and basic· line preceded their practice over the last two years. 
The CPN(M) has a theory leading to a series of steps down a path whose 
final outcome is coming into sharper and sharper focus. It is the CPN(M)'s 
political and ideological line, and not this or that tactic, which was and 
remains the central focus of our struggle. 

One of the central political questions we. raised in our debate with 
the CPN(M) was whether the current stage of the struggle is for the 
establishment of a new democratic republic, that is, the form of the 
dictatorship of the proletariat appropriate in the conditions of Nepal, or 
whether the revolution must "pass through" the process of consolidating 
a bourgeois democratic republic. This question that we were.debating in 
theory has, over the last two years, taken on flesh and bones. Two states 
had emerged in the course of the ten yearlong People's War: the old 
reactionary comprador bureaucrat capitalist feudal state led by the 
monarchy in league with imperialism, and the embryonic new democratic 
state that had emerged in the countryside on the basis of the strength of 
the People's Liberati en Ari ny (PLA). The objective question facing Nepal 
is which of these states will emerge victorious and be consolidated on a 
nationwide level and which of them will be defeated. The great tragedy is· 
that the political line and muddled thinking of the comrades of the CPN(M) 
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has to a large degree delegltlmlzed the revolutionary state that had 
emerged in the countryside and rologltlmlzod the dictatorship of the 
reactionary classes linked to tho world lmporlnllst system. The Party is 
now focused on the upcoming Conr tltuont f\< oornbly (CA) whose task is 
precis ly to consolldnto n bourgeois dornocrotlc ropublic, with all that 
th t m n In the conditions of the oppressod countries. 

Over the past two years and more our Party has conducted a 
continual struggle with the comrades of the CPN(M) within the framework 
of the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement (RIM) and we will continue 
to do so to the best of our capacity. 

We are convinced that unless the CPN(M) makes a radical rupture 
with its present course, unless it repudiates a series of conceptions that 
have been guiding it in the past period, the tremendous accomplishm·ents 
of the People's War in Nepal will be squandered, and the great hopes 
that the revolution in Nepal.has lit among t_he masses of that country and 
many others worldwide will be dashed once again. Indeed, this process 
of the undoing of the revolution and its transformation into something 
else is already well advanced. 

Despite this heartbreaking trajectory .it ls late but n.ot too late for · 
the comrades in Nepal to radical.ly change directions. This is the pressing 
and immediate task without which it is impossible to lead the revolution 
to a successful conclusion . . 

\ , .. 

It goes .without saying that the out9ome ·of the struggle now 
unfolding in Nepal will be felt far beyond the _borders of that country. The 
comrades in Nepal have been an important component of RIM since its 
formation and our Movement has been · deeply engaged with the 
ideological and political· questions as they have emerged in connection 
with the launching and unfolding. of the People's War in that country. As . 
the comrades of -the CPN(M) have themselves qften put it, the outcome 
of the revolution in Nepal is a common responsibility of the whole RIM. 

. . 
-It is in this spirit that our Party is continuing the struggle, in order 

to have a constructive impact on the situation in Nepal and fight for the 
RIM and all of the parties that make it up to accept their responsibilities 
to wage a fierce and substantial struggle against the line that has been 
in command in the CPN(M). After all, RIM has rightfully declared itself 
the embryonic political center of the world's Maoist forces and has tried 
to live up to this great task. What meaning would this have if our Movement 
were to remain silent and passive, or worse yet cheering along, as an 
important party of our Movement takes decisions of a tragic dimension 
with such profound consequences for a revolution we hold so dear? Of 
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what meaning is "proletarian lntcr11a llonallsm" and ''international 
solidarity" if it do s not have us Its IJodrock lho nood to cry "halt" when 
the preciou a hi v m Ill'' f llH l'l vulullun ur bolng dostroyed? 

n n I 'V 'I, th po ·1t1011t• u11d pollclou of ltio CPN(M) ovor tho 
la t h 1 

' ar, ·u ' or hould be, recognlzublo us o dopurturo fr<Jrn ba ic 
M r~i ' l nin 1st Maoist (MLM) principles and the very basis on which 

u1 f\ v m nt was formed. The signing of the Comprehensivo Peac~ 
r m nt of Novernber 2006 in which the organs of political power 

uilt up through a decade of People's War were dismantled, in which the 
People's Liberation Army (PLA) was confined to cantonments and most 
of its weapons locked up under UN supervision, the "legitimization" of 
the old army, the old parliament and the old state generally, redefining 
the goal of the People's War as t~1e establishment of a (bourgeois) "federal 
democratic republic" (under the CPN[M] slogan of "restructuring the 
state"), the promotion of a whole series of erroneous positions on crucial 
questions of the nature of the state, elections and so forth-all of this 
does, or should, cause any comml:Jnist more than just alarm. And indeed 
a great many comrades have, in one form or another, expressed their 
"concerns" or reservations about the directipn of events in Nepal. But 
the particular form of the leading line·in the Party, as we will explain, is 
characterized essentially by eclecticism in philosophy-the merging and 
reconciliation of opposites, put simply, to "combine twp into one" instead 
of the Marxist method of "dividing one into two." The CPN(M) leaders 
listen politely to the "concerns" of comrades, thank.those who oner them, 
assure others of their commitments to our common communist objectives 
and then proceed ever deeper into the quicksand. Unfortunately, the 
main reaction of many comrades of other parties has been to accept the 
hollow assurances of the Party leadership. 

In the most recent period, as the Party has geared up for its 
Constituent Assembly electoral campaign, the promotion of revisionist 
positions has reached new heights. When our Party pointed out in our 
previous letter why we felt that the CPN(M)'s line and policies were wrong 
and contrary to Marxist principles, we were told that all we had done is 
repeat the "ABCs of Marxism". This is true to an important degree: 
substituting the goal of a "federal democratic republic" for new democratic 
rc:volution led by the proletariat is something that anyone the least familiar 
with Marxi~m could fairly easily recognize to be contrary to Marxist 
principlos. Lator, we will examine why so many of the parties and 
organizations of AIM soem to find this departure from the "ABCs . of 
Marxism" tolerable- If not lnudnblo. 

As mentioned earlier, our dispute with the comrades of the CPN(M) 
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did not begin with their decision to sign the Comprehensive Peace 
Agreement with the Seven Pnrty Alllonco, tho main representatives 
(except the king) of tho ronctlo11ury clur tor• In Nopnl. A discussion within 
the CPN(M) intcnslflod In 2005, which tho Purty chomctorlzod as a "two 
line struggl . " In particular one of tho protagonists In this struggle, 
Com rad Babu ram Bhattaral, published a comprehonsivo articlo on titled 
"The Question of Building a New Type of State" which, in our opinion, 
represented a basic departure from a correct Marxist understanding of 
the state, democracy and the proletarian dictatorship. In hopes of 
contributing to the discussion that was then underway in the Party, we 
wrote our criticism of that article, along with our criticism of the proposal 
for the "demobilizing of the PLA and the Royal Nepal Army" and eventually 
merging them into one.1 

At more or less the same time our letter was received, t~e 8PN(M) 
held a Central Committee meeting which resolved the two line struggle 
with what represented, in our opinion, the adoption of the line argued in 
the "New State" article in an eclectic form. The explanation in the 
resolution of that meeting was that the line adopted of going for a 
''democratic republic" and a "transitional state" was only "tactical" but 
that the "strategy" remained one of new democracy, socialism and 
communism. 

This eclecticism in politics and ideology is reflected throughout 
the writings and actions of the CPN(M) in the past period. To make things 
even worse, there is an increasing tendency ·to identify the "federal 
democratic republic," which is most definitely a bourgeois republic, with 
the elimination of exploitation and classes. The tendency toward 
combining "two into one" is reflected right down to the publication of 
photos of their leaders smeared with tikka2 coupled with the explanation 
that "red.is the color of the proletariat." 

Later we will return at more length to the vital question of 
eclecticism and the tending to combine "two into on~". For the ~oment 
we will simply recall Lenin's words: 

"Dialectics are replaced by eclecticism-this is the most usual, the· 
most widespread practice to be met with in present day official Social 
Democratic literature in relation to Marxism. This sort of substitution is, 
of course, nothing new: it was observed even in the history of Greek 
philosophy. In falsifying Marxism in opportunist fashion, the substitution 
of eclecticism for dialectics Is the easiest way of deceiving the people. It 
gives an illusory satisfaction; It seems to take Into account all sides. of 
the process, all trends of development, all the conflicting influences, and 
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did not begin with their decision to sign the Comprehensive Peace 
Agreement with the Seven Porty Alliance, the main representatives 
(except the king) of the reoctlonory classes In Nopnl. A discussion within 
the CPN(M) intensified in 2005, which tho Pnrty charnctorlzed as a "two 
line struggle." In particular one of the protagonists In this struggle, 
Comrade Babu ram Bhattarai, published a comprehensive article entitled 
"The Question of Bui.lding a New Type of State" which, in our opinion, 
represented a basic departure from a .correct Marxist understanding of 
the state, democracy and the proletarian dictatorship. In hopes of 
contributing to the discussion that was then underway in the Party, we 
wrote our criticism of that article, along with our criticism of the proposal 
for the "demobilizing of the PLA and the Royal Nepal Army" and eventually 
merging them into one~ 1 

At more or less the same time our.letter was received, t~e ~PN(M) 
held a Central Committee meeting.which resolved the two line struggle 
with what represented, in our opinion, the adoption of the line argued in 
the "New State" article in an eclectic form. The explanation in the 
resolution of that meeting was that the line adopted of. going for a 
''democratic republic" and a "transitional state" was only "tactical" but 
that the "strategy" remained one of new democracy, socialism and 
communism. 

This eclecticism in politics and ideology is reflected throughout 
the writings and actions of the CPN(M) in the past period. To make things 
even worse, there is an increasing tendency ·to identify the "federal 
democratic republic," which is most definitely a· bourgeois republic, with 
the elimination of exploitation and classes. The tendency toward 
combining "two into one" is reflected right down to the publication of 
photos of their leaders smeared with tikka2 coupled with the explanation 
that "red.is the color of the proletariat." · 

Later we will return at more length to the vital question of 
eclecticism and the tending to combine "two into on~". For the ~oment 
we will simply recall Lenin's words: , 

"Dialectics are replaced by eclecticism-this is the most usual, the· 
most widespread practice to be met with in present day official Social 
Demo cratic literature in relation to Marxism. This sort of substitution is, 
of course, nothing new: it was observed even in the history of Greek 
philosophy. In falsifying Marxism in opportunist fashion, the substitution 
of eclecticism for dialectics is the easiest way of deceiving the people .. It 
gives an illusory satisfaction; it seems to take Into account all sides of 
the process, all trends of development, all the conflicting influences, and 
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so forth, whereas in reality it provides no integral and revolutionary 
conception of the process of socio I development at all." ("The State and 
Revolution," Collected Works, Vol. 25, p. 405.) 

Troubling Ti c ctlcs In the Pursuit of a Wrong Ideological 
and Political Line 

Many of the articles and documents of the CPN(M) are content (j 

e press the goal of the revolution as simply the achieving of a "democratic, 
federal and proportional" republic. But it is true that there are other article"' 
and speeches, not to mention the frequent informal assurances, such 
as in the letter to the RCP, that the Party "understands" or aims to achieve 
new democracy, socialism and communism. Here is where eclecticism 
plays its role in dulling the vigilance of the communists and the advanced 
masses. Promises about the final goal are sprinkled here and there, but 
the operative thing is elections for the Constituent Assembly and throwing 
all the Party into gear around this. 

We will not review all of the arguments made in our previous letter 
concerning the relationship between strategy and tactics, the danger of 
tactics eating up strategy, and so forth, other than to encourage the 
comrades to reread our previous letter in light of the developments of 
the last two years. In this broader sense tactics, or perhaps better put, 
policy, is a necessary and appropriate arena for discussion and debate 
within our Movement. Nevertheless, it is the overall question of political 
and ideological line and not the specific tactics and policy of the CPN(M) 
that is the central and decisive question. 

In the CPN(M)'s reply to our letter, they go so far as to make a 
principle out of denying this point. The problem with the RCP, according 
to the Nepalese comrades, is that we address only the level of "strategy," 
whereas, the comrades insist, revolutions are not won or lost on the 
strategic level but rather on the level of tactics. The comrades argue, 
"Frankly speaking, it is very easy not to commit any mistakes in strategy ... 
The test of revolutionaries, including your 

Party, is best taken by tactics, not strategy. Therefore, the fate of 
the revolution depends fully not on the strategy alone, but on what kinds 
of tactical moves one adopts at various junctures of the revolution to 
attain the strategic goal." 

In reality, history Is quite different. Sometimes revolutions are 
defeated not because of the mistakes of the revolutionaries but because 
of the unfavorable balance of forces. But in those cases where the 
subjective factor, that Is, the understanding and actions of the 
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revolutionaries, has been the major factor leading to the failure ot•Urt:. 
revolution, it is often preclsoly that communists have misidentified the 
strategic tasks of the rovolutlon, mlstukon onomles and friends, or 
departed from the fundamental path. On the contrary, a tactical blunder 
can usually be overcome unless It has strategic lmpllcatlons. 

In this same vein, the reason we are so disturbed by many of the 
tactics, or policies, that the CPN(M) has been following in the last period 
is that these tactics objectively go against the strategic objective of 
accomplishing the new democratic revolution. 

Despite the CPN(M)'s charge against our Party of dogmatism and 
inflexibility, we are quite aware of the need, especially in a period of 
revolutionary upsurge, for tactical flexibility, making use of contradictions 
among the enemy, reaching broader sections oft.he masses and creative 
and daring !nitiatives in the interests of the proletarian revolution. For 
example, our Party defended the possibility of ceasefire and negotiations 
in the course .of the People's War in Nepal and more generally.3 It is 
quite likely that in the specific conditions prevailing after the collapse of 
the absolute monarchy in April 2006 it would have been difficult and 
perhaps undesirable to continue uninterruptedly the armed struggle 
against the Royal Nepalese Army or refuse to enter into negotiations 
with the Seven Party Alliance. Due to the terror of rep·ression during the 
People's War, the Party's contact with the masses had been restricted, 
especially in the urban areas. It was no doubt necessary for the Party_ to 
take maximum advantage of the crisis of the ruling class and its political 
institutions to project its program for the future society and prepare the 
masses for a revolutionary solution tel° the institutional crisis. But 
unfortunately. this is not mainly what the Party has done. The nationwide 
and even international platform that the CPN(M) gained as a result of 
ten years of People's War and the ensuing April 2006 . anti monarchy . 
movement and political and institutional crises has not been used to 
extol the new form of state in Nepal they had built in the base areas, not 
to expose the bankruptcy of the ruling class forces, and most definitely 
not to draw a clear line of distinction between bourgeois dic~atorship and 
bourgeois democracy, on the one hand, and the proletarian dictatorship 
and proletarian democracy on the other. We will even go so far as to 
state that the decision to participate in the Constituent Assembly elections 
might have been necessary and justified if it were part of a different and, 
in fact, opposite, political line in command in the Party.4 

None of the above is meant to justify the actual policy and tactics 
that the CPN(M) has been adopting. What we are saying Is that these 

, • tactics alone, abstracted from their overall political and strategic context, 
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so for ~ in 
~d11not be the basis for judging tho lino and direction of the CPN(M). Tho 
opposite is true as well: a return to rnoro opon combat will not, in and ot 
itself, answer tile question of polltlcnl and ldoologlcnl lino. It is certainly 
to be expected that tho donouomont of tho profound Institutional cri i"' in 
Nepal Will not be peaceful. Even run of the mill bourgeois oloctions in tht:: 
third world countries are often accompanied by bloodshed. And in tl()~al 
there is every reason to expect social explosions·, upheavals and an 
intensification of class struggle in connection with the Constituen 
Assembly elections (if they actually take place) or in their aftermath. 

One of the reasons for the paralysis of our Movement in the face 
of the emergence of a wrong line by the CPN(M) seems to be a difficulty 
in going beyond immediate policies and looking deeper into the ideological 
and political orientation propelling th~m. Instead of flipping from being 
concerned when the fruits of the revolution are being compromised to 
being reassured when the confliets sharpen and flipping back again with 
the rapid changes of the political situation in Nepal, comrades must, to 
paraphrase Mao, take the appearance only as the threshold and use 
dialectical materialism to understand the essence.· 

It is true that those of us outside Nepal will never be able to fully 
understand the situation well enough to have strongly formulated opinions 
on all the many specific questions t~at arise in the course of the revolution. 
Our debate with the CPN(M)'is focused not on this .or that tactic, but on 
the fundamental questions of the revolution and, most specifically, what 
kind of state . must be established by the revolution. It is because of 
fundamental errors on this level-because of the blurring or even negation 
of the fundamental goals of the revolution-that the CPN(M) has adopted 
first one then another erroneous and damaging tactic which has led away 
from the achievement of the revolutionary goals. 

What is the Goal~to "Restructure the State" or to 
"Smash It"? 

One of the phrases that recurs in CPN(M) writings like a leitmotif 
is the call to "restructure the state." In fact, this very phrase sharply 
sums up what is wrong in the CPN(M)'s political pr.ogram. It is worthwhile 
reviewing the much maligned "ABCs of Marxism" in thi$ regard. In 
summing up the experience of the different revolutions in 19th century 
Europe, Marx made the very profound observation that "all revolutions 
perfected this machine instead of smashing It" (our emphasis).5 What 
did Marx mean by this? 

In particular he was referring to the fact that the several rounds of 
revolution in Europe and especially France (1789, 1830, and 1848) had 
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resulted in transforming tl1c stoto moohlnory to correspond with the 
capitalist economic base and "porloctlng" ltn nblllty to fulfill its role as the 
enforcer of bourgeois dictatorship. Quito clourly Marx is referring to the 
abolition of tho monarchy In much of Europo nncJ tho gonomlization of 
bourgeois democracy as the "perfection" of the capitalist dictatorship 
that the state represents. Later Marx specifically draws the losson of the 
Commune which was not, in its essence, an effort to further perfect the 
bourgeois state apparatus in France but rather a first, albeit halting, 
sometimes irresolute, and ultimately unsuccessful effort to smash the 
bourgeois state machinery and replace it with a different state emerging 
from the proletarian revolutionary struggle.6 

At stake in the present debate in Nepal is whether, when all is 
said and done, the 10 years of People's War will have served to smash 
the reactionary state machinery or perfect it. To put it quite bluntly, if the 
result of the war is the consolidation of a bourgeois .republic, the tragic 
result will be that the sacrifice of the people will have served not to 
establish a new form of proletarian rule but or:ily· to "modernize" an.d 
"perfect" the very instrument that keeps them oppressed. · 

I 

The theoretical basis of this confusion between "smashing" and 
"perfecting" the state apparatus can be seen quite clearly in the October 
2005 CC resolution which "resolved" the two lirie struggle in the party · 
and laid the basis for the Party's subsequent policies. In that resolution it 
is argued that never in history has a monarchy disappeared without 
dissolving and defeating" the army on which the state power is based.7 

This reflects a very wrong understanding of exactly what the 
historical exp~rience has been, and specifically the very experience Marx 
was referring to in the above mentioned citation of·the experience of "all 
previous revolutions." In most of the major countries of Europe the 
bourgeois republican state was able to be consolidated without ever 
thoroughly destroying the state apparatus associated with the monarchy 
for the very reason that bourgeois relations had grown up in the shell 
provided by the monarchy and that the earlier feudal monarchy had 
become a bourgeois monarchy to varying degrees. This process, of 
course, did not take place smoothly and involved revolutions, advances 
and retreats. In Great Britain no revolution took place after the Glorious 
Revolution of 1688-89 and there was a gradual process of the monarchy 
being adapted and remolded to be thoroughly in the service of capitalism, 
which is the situation right down to today. In other countries such as 
France, Germany and Italy there were repeated revolutionary explosions 
and both bourgeois counter revolutions (France 1814 or Germany after 
1848), as well as relatively peaceful bourgeois consolidation of the state 
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system in the wake of revolutionary outbursts (Louis Napoleon in France 
I 

1852). The result of this complox ond vnrlod process throughout the 
19th century wa , how vor, oxuctly an Morx described it-the 
consolidation, th p 1focllng of tho bourgools dornocratic regime, with 
or with ut a r idunl monarchy, In all of tho advancocJ capitalist countrie . 
Ev n in Franco, home of the quintessential bourgeois revolution, th 
r "tionary army of the monarchy was never thoroughly "smashed" an() 
th bourgeoisie found it useful to preserve or reintroduce aspects of th 
monarchy into the bourgeois framework even as it continued to struggle 
against remnants of feudalism at home and abroad, Napoleon I being a 
very clear example. In short, stating that no republic has been established 
without the thoroughgoing destruction of the state apparatus serving 
the monarchy does not correspond to the facts and serves to obscure 
the real tasks of the revolution in relation to the state. It is an illustration 
of the confusion and eclecticism that is reigning in the Party, where the 
correct revolutionary strategy of new democratic revolution is combined 
with a very reformist strategy (now masquerading as a "tactic") of fighting 
for a "transitional" bour9eois republic. 

Furthermore, how are we to reconcile the description the CPN(M) 
offers with the experience of the Hussian revolution? Is it not the case 
that the revolution of February 1917 established a bourgeois republic in 
Russia without "dissolving and defeating" the army and bureaucracy of 
the Tsar? In fact, ttie Provisional Governmen·t ·leq by Kerensky very much 
represented the "perfecting" of the bourgeois state apparatus in 
republican form~ It should not be any surprise that this "perfecting" also 

· includes incorporating and protecting many reactionary features of the 
previo·us form of rule nor that some of the forces grouped around the 
Tsar also conspired against the Provisional government itself, such as 
in the Kornilov revolt in July of 1917 when these same forces ·tried to 
reverse the whole revolutionary process then going on in Russia. Lenin's 
line was clear-the task of the revolution was not to consolidate a 
bourgeois republic but rather to fight to "smash" the bourgeois state 
apparatus and establish a completely different type of state. And this, of 
course, is exactly what he did. 

Similarly in more recent history we have seen monarchies that 
were overthrown and replaced with different forms of a republic without 
requiring the smashing of the state. This can be seen in the 1979 
revolution in Iran when the autocratic regime of the Shah was overthrown 
and an Islamic Republic established. The state apparatus of the Shah, 
and especially the army, was most definitely not smashed but rather 
reform~d as part of the consolidation of the equally reactionary Islamic 
Republic of Iran. And while the general historical tendency has been for 
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monarchies to r, ive rise to r public , thoro oro ca o whoro a bourgeois 
monarchy has erv d n n mor sultnblo nh II thnn a ropublic for 
perfecting th bourg ols d mocmtlc slut . ·1 ho clooro l oxamplo is Spain 

h r th Fr n o dictatorship hud outllvod It u ofulno to the 
urg i l and th best means of avoiding rovolutionary oxplo ion and 
uring transition to a modern and effective bourgeois democracy 
tlw ugh the vehicle of a restored monarchy In the person of Juan 

rlos. And it must be said that the transition of modern Spain from 
f scist bourgeois state to democratic monarchy was particularly 
successful and has indeed further perfected the state In the interests of 
the bourgeoisie and the world imperialist system as a whole. 

So why does the CPN(M) insist so strongly on a portrayal based 
on the need to "dissolve and defeat" the armed forces of the monarchy? 
Their analysis is consistent with the CPN(M)'s constant efforts to portray 
the basic struggle in the country as between the forces of re action 
grouped around the monarchy against the forces who stand for the 
Republic. In reality, this picture actually combines several contradictions. 
The contradiction between the masses and the enemy classes (feudalism, 
cornprador bureaucrat capitalism and imperialism) is eclectically merged 
with a real but secondary contradictJon among· the reactionary classes 
themselves, between the diehard supporters of the monarchy and other 
sections of the exploiters who now believe that .the monarchy is a threat 
to their continued rule. Certainly the possibility of a move against the 
Constituent Assembly by the monarchy and sections of the Army cannot 
be discounted, but the main tendency within the ruling classes of Nepal 
and their foreign backers is now to favor the Constituent Assembly and 
the declaration of a republic. 

There is a particular form of eclecticism at work here, where the 
• 

CPN(M) takes the well known and central Marxist precept about the 
need to smash the existing state apparatus and narrows and misapplies 
it to the institution of the monarchy. It appears fo be very revolutionary to 
insist on the thorough smashing of the monarchy but in fact this covers 
over that the target of the new democratic revolution is not the monarchy 
but rather the whole of the bureaucrat comprador and feudal classes 
and their foreign and imperialist backers. 

The monarchy in Nepal does need to be thoroughly uprooted by 
the new democratic revolution. It is certainly no surprise that the 
reactionary classes will be inclined to incorporate many elements of the 
monarchy or even the king himself Into a new reactionary state. In this 
sense it is quite correct for the communists to call for the thorough 
eradication of the monarchy and lead the masses In eradicating the 
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monarchy as part of the new democratic revolution and the bringing into 
power of a new state. But this Is not whal tho comrades have been 
arguing-or doing. lnstood, thoy uro continuing to Insist that the complete 
eradication of the monurchy and tho outubllshmont of "puro" (bourgeois) 
democracy with pnrtlos ropro"ontlng lntorosts of tho rouctlonary classc 
is a necoss·uy prollmlnory stop boforo tho rovolutlon cun odvanco toward 
its new democratic objoctlves, or redefining new domocracy to boing 
really no different tlian bourgeois democracy. And it doesn't really matt •r 
if this step is considered a required strategic step as is argued in "No.,, 
State" or merely a "tactical" step as the 2005 resolution argues-in either 
of these interpretations the accomplishment of the republic is the 
necessary preliminary to further advance. 

To this we have two main responses. First, any reactionary 
bourgeois comprador feudal republic established in Nepal must and will 
incorporate all sorts of reactionary features of the previous system. This 
is because such a repubHc will and can on~y be, in the most fundamental 
sense, a continuation of the previous (monarchical) state exactly because 
it will maintain and enforce ,the rule of the same reactionary classes. 
Whether the king remains, the stench of feudalism of which he was the 
symbol and main representative can never be eliminated without the 
completion of the new democratic revolution. Our second and more 
fundamental response is that the bourgeois republic .is, as Lenin put it, 
the "most suitable shell" for the growth of capitalism even if the bourgeoisie 
and the principal bourgeois parties (including the reformist and revisionist 
ones) may tremble with fear at the thought of standing alone without the 
protection of the monarchy. After all ~he monarchy has been the pillar of 
the whole comprador bureaucrat feudal system in Nepal and thus the 
bourgeoisie and even revisionists have an ambiguous attitude toward it. · 
This is exactly Marx's point that hitherto existing revolutions have only 
perfected the bourgeois state apparatus even if they have often done so 
in opposition to the bourgeoisie itself (or at least large sections of it). The 
bourgeoisie's exploiting nature and its tendency to compromise with other, 
even more antiquated, forms of exploitation has often led to its own 
vacillation and sometimes even paralysis, including in a revolution in 
which, objectively, its class and its mode of production are the ultimate 
beneficiaries. Ofteo in history "the people" have put the bourgeoisie in 
power even when the bourgeoisie, or most of them, were slinking in fear. 

In other words, the goal of "pure" bourgeois democracy; scrubbed 
clean of the odor of monarchy, is both unobtainable and undesirable. Yet 
rather than recognize, and proclaim to the masses, that the system that 
is presently being consolidated in Nepal through the whole process of 
the Constituent Assembly Is exactly a kind of truncated, feudal Infested. 
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national be tr:iying democracy, the "bost" that is obtainable without 
overthrowing the reactionary clns os, In ·toad of oxtolllng the democracy 
that was built in the courno of tho P oplo's Wor und calling on the 
establishm nt f that tot 9ystorn, tlml dornocrucy mid thut dictatorship, 
on a countrywld I vol, tho cornmdos In Nopul sot out In quost for the 
H ly irall f "pure" democracy, constantly dlscovoring first ono then 

n th :'.\r unfulfilled criteria of bourgeois democracy, and trying to focus 
th fight on this ever narrowing basis. 

Bourgeois Democracy and New Democracy 

Mao developed the theory of the new democratic revolution (NDR) 
and clearly conceived of it as, in its first stage, bourgeois democratic in 
character in that its objective is to cle9r away the fetters that keep the 
oppressed nations undeveloped and subjugated to foreign powers­
specifically semi feudal relations and comprador and bureaucrat capitalism 
dependent on and serving foreign imperialist powers and, importantly in 
the case of Nepal, neighboring India. The NOR is not socialist in so far as 
it does not immediately seek to do away with all capitalist exploitation and, 
to a certain extent and to a certain degree,· even opens the door for the 
growth of national capitalism. All this is _well known. 

But Mao was also adamant that the NOR was not part of the old 
democratic revolution of the bourgeoisie but a·part of the world proletarian 
revolution whose aim is socialism and ultimately communism. This was 
not just an empty proclamation on Mao's part, but a re.flection of the 
class analysis he had made of China and his programmatic understanding 
of the tasks of the .NDR. And he gave great emphasis to the "socialist 
elements" within the NDR which lay the basis for the transformation of 
the NOR into a future socialist revolution. · 

Today Nepal is at a crossroads· between new · democracy and 
bourgeois democracy of th,e old type, with all that that means in the 
conditions of an oppressed country. Under these circumstances one 
would have expected the communists to be clarifying this choice to the 
masses, exposing the sham and reactionary nature of the democracy 
proclaimed by the reactionary classes and their foreign backers, extolling 
the accomplishments already achieved in the course of the NOR in the 
countryside and calling upon the·people to institute this system throughout 
Nepal. But instead what is objectively a clear choice has been blurred 
and muddled, in particular by the propaganda, slogans and actions of 
the communists themselves in their quest for "pure democracy." 

When we take a concrete look at Nepal and how the revolution 
has developed, we can see that there are a number of crucial questions 
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which are bourgeois dem ocrntlc In nature but challenge the very 
framework of the burenucmt comprudor, oml foudol system dominating 
in Nepal. S v ml of th quosllorw which lmvo boon so powerfully 
express d In r v lutlonmy • tru gl during tho ton yours of Poople's War 
are 1) th fi ht t llmlnnto tho oppro1 1•lon of womon, 2) tho fight to 
d finitlv ly d troy tho caste system, 3) tho fight for tho oquallty Of 
nati n liti , 4) the realization of "land to the tiller", and 5) ostabflshing 
r al independence from India and the imperialist powers. None of the~ 
qu stions are, by themselves, socialist in character but they are very 
much at the heart of the new democratic revolution. They can only be 
achieved by the revolution led by the proletariat through mobilizing and 
relying on the people. Furthermore, each of these contradictions and 
the struggle to resolve them carries within it seeds that lay the basis for 
the future transformation of the revolution beyond the democratic stage 
toward the socialist and communist future. 

It is quite clear that a reactionary bourgeois, com prador feudal 
regime, republic or not, will never thoroughly solve any of the democratic 
questions mentioned above. Such a regime might try to "mitigate" some 
of these contradictions but ultimately cannot succeed, as can be seen in 
the example of neighboring lndi~. "The world's largest democracy" is a 
good illustration of the reactionary nature of bureaucrat comprador, semi 
feu dal democracy. In India, caste disc;:rimination is formally illegal and 
"reservations" are set aside in government jobs for the oppressed classes, 
women have legal equality, and the equality of languages and the secular 
character of the state is formally proclaimed. But everyone knows how 
far the formal proclamations are from the daily reality of the humiliation 
and oppression ·of Dalits and Adivasis, constant Hindu domination 
periodically punctuated by communal massacres, the subservience of 
women highlighted by frequent dowry murders, and the list could go on 
and on. In reality, in a few short years in Nepal, the unleashing of the 
masses in the People's War brought about transformations of the relations 
among the people and of many of the corresponding ideas that were 
never accomplished in bourgeois comprador, semi feudal India. For 
~xample, the very large numbe~ of young women volunteering to serve 
m the People's Liberation Army, many of whom came· to be leaders, is 
linked to the fact that the new revolutionary order, or new democracy 
taking root in the countryside, made an immediate and dramatic impact 
on the status of women-child marriage was effectively abolished in deed 
as well as in law, anti women louts were disciplined, many young people 
chose their own spouse without concern for caste or family. Can India, 
where over 90 percent of marriages respect caste barriers, say the same? 
One of the great transformations In the Nepalese countryside has been 
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the body blow to the caste system. While almost all political parties in 
Nepal declare In words their oppo 0 1tlon to tho caste system, only the 
revolution was obi to mul~ n roul dont In thlc conturios old practice. The 
form rly downtrodd n, now c•tnndlng uµ tull und proud, look anyone directly 
in th ' . Th · nro tho r ul dornocrutlc tuok< that tho rovolution already 
acc:ompll h d to nu Important dogroo and which can ba put forward as a 
mod I to the whole country. Ironically, the search for "roal democracy," 

hlch can only be considered a code word for thoroughly implemented 
("real") bourgeois democracy, has undercut the very power of these 
revolutionary democratic accomplishments exactly because "real 
democracy" cannot in Nepal, anymore than it has in India or other third 
world countries, thoroughly uproot these archaic and backward forms of 
oppression, and indeed "real democracy" generally makes no such claims. 
Rather, "real democracy" focuses on the form of state, and especially 
multiparty elections, to which democracy is systematically reduced. 

Experience all over the world has shown again and again that 
multiparty elections will not prevent the political powe-r, the dictatorship, 
from being firmly in the hands of the exploiting classes. The advantages 
these classes hold in experience in ruling, education, finances, 
connections to the imperialist world system (and in Nepal's case to the 
Indian ruling class) give these classes and their representatives a great 
advantage in the electoral contest, even a "fair" one by bourgeois 
democratic standards, not to mention all of the "extra democratic" features 
that most often accompany elections in third world countries-ballot 
stuffing, police intimidation, foreign intrigue, etc. And, of course, there is 
always the ultimate "veto" of the reactionary armed forces that can be 
imposed in the highly unlikely event that the electoral results actually did 
pose a threat to the interests of the ruling class and their foreign backers. · 
We are about to witness this same process in Nepal. In the conditions of 
today it is extremely unlikely that the CPN(M) will be a majority in the 
upcoming Constituent Assembly elections, and the two thirds majority 
necessary to make any substantial changes to the interim constitution is 
impossible. The most likely result is that the CPN(M) will be defeated "fairly" 
at the elections-after all, if the reactionaries were not confident of this 
result they would simply postpone the elections as they did in June 2007-
and the legitimacy of the newly consolidated reactionary state will emerge 
reinforced. If in the extremely unlikely event that the Party did come to 
occupy the key positions of government through this electoral process the 
very alliance required, the entanglement in bourgeois political institutions 
and with the "international community" will ensure that there Is no transfer 
of power to the proletariat and the oppressed classes and no basis for the 
state to carry out the revolutionary transformation of society. 
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We would hope that the comrades of the CPN(M) will not accept 
the "verdict of the ballot box" dosplto tholr ropeatod pledges to do so and 
despite ' the immense pr ·sum llml limy will bo under to "accept the 
rules" of bourgeois I ctlon'\ Uut ovon In lllo wolc;omo ovont the comrades 
do reject uch nn outcomo, tlloy wlll bo doing so on substantially 
weaken d grounds having lent tho authority of tho Party to tho legitimacy 
of this whole process. And there remains the underlying problem of the 
strategic conception and strategic goal of bourgeois democracy as a 
transitional state, an orientation which is constantly reasserting itself in 
the domain of tactical choices· and policies. Even if1 belatedly, the Party 
decides to take a different path-and we will continue to struggle for 
precisely such a radical shift in direction-pres sure to return to the 
parliamentary road will continue to come from this very unclarity on 
strategic objectives. It won't be enough to simply adjust tactics once 
again; a real repudiation of the approach and thinking that led to this 
impasse is required. 

"Proportional" Bourgeois Democracy or the New 
Democratic System? 

- Nepal even more than many other third.world countries is "a prison 
house of nations." The minority of '·'mainstream Nepalese" has ruled and 
run roughshod over the majority of the population at least since the 
establishment of the Gurkha kingdom fn 1768 by Prithur Narayan Shah. 
A great achievement of the revolution has been to awaken the oppressed 
nationalities of Nepal all across the country arid to organize them into 
the ranks of the revolution. As the revolution. develo·ped, organs of power 
were established in the areas of concentration of different nationalities, 
for example the Magarat Autonomous Region that was established in 
the Rolpa Rokum heartland of the revolution in vyestern Nepal. Certainly 
we would like to understand this experience better and learn more about 
specific forms of state and mass organizations in relation to overcoming 
national oppression. However, it ·is clear that these forms generally met 
with widespread approval of the masses. · 

We would like to emphasize the obvious-none of this was possible 
without the organized strength of the armed masses and specifically the 
victories of the PLA over the armed forces of the old reactionary state. It 
was on the basis of clearing away the police stations, courts, jails as well 
as the organized bands of reactionaries and lumpens that it was possible 
for people's rule to be established and give expression to the long 
smothered aspirations of the minority nationalities. 

There is a great deal of experience In how the problems of minority 

[ 46] 

I 

Escaneado con CamScanner 

https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download


nationalities have been addressod os port of tho proletarian dictatorship 
in the course of tho 20th contury. This oxporlonco noods to be deeply 
summed up ns part of tho broodor oxporlonco of socialist rovolution. 

n of th I y summntlorv· wo huvo drnwn from tho ovomll oxporience 
f th prolotar inn rovolution is, as Comrado Bob Avaklan has put it, the 

n d for "a solid core with a lot of elasticity." That is, with prolo1arian 
uthority established and a firm grip on state power maintained, it is 

possible and necessary to allow a flowering of diverse political opinions 
and political groupings. Our limited un'derstanding of the experience of 
people's rule in Rolpa Rokum and elsewhere in liberated Nepal suggests 
that this describes at least in part the process that was taking place 
there. The authority of the revolution based on representing the highest 
interests of the masses and the military strength .of the PLA-that is, the 
dictatorship over the reactionary classes-created the conditions that 
allowed a real flowering of political life, including awakening diverse and 
sometimes even centrifugal forces among the different national groupings. 
As long as the authority of the Party was firmly in command and providing 
an anchor, such centrifugal forces did not threaten the advance of the 
revolution but gave it additional strength an~ vitality. 8 

It is well known that in the most recent period following the signing 
of the Comprehen~ive Peace Agreement and the confinement of the 
PLA in cantonments, there have been sofDe very negative developments, 
especially in the Madesh (also called the Terai) region of south. eastern 
Nepal. The Terai is home to a large percentage of the Nepalese people 

. and is the most important area of grain productio'n in the country. It is 
also an area where most of the people have suffered different forms of 
national oppression at the hand_s of the central state, which has favored 
the population groups historically based in the hiliy regions. 

In particular, the Madeshis have been raising the demand for full 
proportionality in the new state, demanding that they have representation 
in the Constituent Assembly, state jobs, and so forth that corresponds to 
their share of the population. The CPN(M). had become a target of this 
movement because of its earlier endorsement of the interim const_itution 
which, at the demand of the Seven Party Alliance, refused to accept" a 
proportional system. Demagogues were able to whip up the national 
sentiment of the Madeshis against the CPN(M) and even murdered many 
comrades, especially in the Gaur massacre of March 31, 2007. The 
CPN(M) summed up that it had been an error to go along with the interim 
constitution, which had not provided for proportional representation, and 
the Party has since raised this as the crucial element In solving the 
problems of the Madesh and other oppressed nationalities. 

[ 47 ] 

Escaneado con CamScanner 

https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download


The CPN(M) has focused Its demands concerning the new 
constitution on the creation of a "federal republic" where the rights of all 
of the national groupings (and, In sorno casos, caste groupings) are 
assured on a proportional bnsls. lndood, It Is possible to find many 
reference where It Is claimed that "Once the Federal Structure of the 
nation I nd r glonal autonomous republics Is ensured, the Teral problem 

nd other tensions will also be settled. "9 

We are not at all convinced that regional autonomy and a proportional 
federal structure will solve the problems of the oppressed nationanties. 
Rather this insistence is one more indication of the CPN(M) losing sight of 
the central question of which class rules in alliance with which other classes 
and instead focusing on the form of rule, in this case federal or proportional,. 
and treating this above and outside of its class context. 

Certainly measures such as regional autonomy .can and must, 
under a state system with the · 1eadership of the working class, play an 
important role in combating national inequality an.d mobilizing the masses 
of the minority nationalities in the revolution. As noted above, this is our 
understanding of what actually happened to a large degree in the base 
areas under the leadership of the CPN(M) where, it must be noted once 
again, the state power was based on the strength of the PLA. In the 
Madesh as ·well, during the· course of the People's War, although there 
were certainly efforts by reactionaries and forces backed by India to try 
to divide the masses along national lines arid foment opposition to the 
Party, there was not the kind of fratricidal conflict among the nationalities 
that has appeared in the last period. Instead, ·the dem·and· for the 
recognition of the national rights of the Madeshis mainly took place within 
and on the basis of the political ·power that the revolution had established. 
In the Madesh as well as elsewhere in the country the PLA included 
young men and women from many different national groupings. Without 
this firm political power, without this solid core of proletarian leadership 
and authority, it is not possible, and indeed it has not been possible, to 
maintain and advance the unity of the people and take real concrete 
measures to uproot national inequality and injustice. 

Proportionality cannot by itself be the key link nor be the central 
solution to solving national oppression or ensuring the unity of the masses. 
The proletariat alone (and those from other strata won to and trained in 
its outlook) can ri'se above national considerations and actually oppose 
all national discrimination and injustices. If the masses are told to elect 
theii representatives according to their national or specific group interests. 
there will everywhere bo conflict even among the masses of the 
oppressed themselves. For example, the Madeshls In the East will come 
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into conflict with the Tlmrus In tho Wost, Dollts will bo fighting the small 
peasant landholder and tho Uudl<' will bu In conflict with overybody else. 
There can n v r b n solid voluntnry unity of tho oppro C!od if this unity 
is loot d at or oncolvod ou o kind of coulltlon of cJlfforont opprossed 
p opl s and s ctors. Sooner or lutor, and probably soonor, tho objoctive 
ontradlctlons that exist In class society will assert thomsolvos and tho 

masses will be divided up In their specific "tents." Bourgeois parliamontary 
d mocracy will fuel this tendency. 

Once the problem of nationalities Is restricted, confined and 
channeled into the bourgeois arena, once the Idea is enforced that each 
nationality, sub nationality, caste or grouping should be fighting for the 
representation of their own narrow interests in competition with and 
opposition to those of other nationalities and groupings, the result will be 
what can be seen so clearly in neighboring India, where groups are 
constantly mobilized to fight for the reservation of jobs or parliamentary 
seats. Such measures have not made any real dent in the whole system 
of national and caste oppression. Indeed, bloody massacres are common 
in the "fair competition" of nationalities, while real inequality remains intact. 
We doubt very much that a federal republic of Nepal will have any better 
results than those of India. 

Again, it is extremely painful_ to watch 'the achievements of the 
revolution being dismembered on the altar of a bourgeois republic (federal 
and proportional or not). Instead of the Party promoting the ~ssence of 
the state system ttiat emerged in the People's War (newdemocratic 
dictatorship) and calling for that state system to be established through 
the whole country, it is promoting the form that people's power had 
developed in Nepal (autonomous repl:lblics) as the solution to 

. democratizing the republic that is being established by the bourgeoisie. 
It is an arena that will never unleash and unite the enthusiasm of the 
masses on a correct basis. 

Land to the Tiller 
I 

While the CPN(M) still maintains "Land to the Tiller" as a slogan in 
its electoral campaign, mobilizing the rural masses around this central 
demand is not at the heart of the Party's work in the rural areas. This is 
all the more surprising since the agrarian revolution, more than any other 
single factor, drove the whole process of People's War forward. Of course, 
the CPN(M) does call for land reform in its program and it is quite probable 
that the new bourgeois republic of Nepal will carry out some kind of land 
reform. But experience in many countries has shown the difference 
between an Incomplete, undemocratic, bureaucratic land reform 
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organized in cooperation with the ruling classes and a real agrarian 
revolution such as Mao carried out In China, that relied upon unleashing 
the enthusiasm of tho ponsantry, ospoclnlly Its most downtrodden 
sections.10 Once ngnln, neighboring India provldos a vory good showcase. 
Significant land reform was carried out In India, but It was done in a way 
that ompromised with the feudal classes. It was very unevenly applied 
and carcely touched some areas, keeping the poorest sections of the 
masses from obtaining much if any land. Most importantly from the 
viewpoint of the ruling classes, it did everything to avoid revolutionary 
upheaval in the countryside. In South Africa, also, land reform was 
declared a national priority but, more than ten years after the end of the 
apa.rtheid regime, the great majority of the land is still in the hands of a 
minority of white farmers. 

On this question also the two. types of democra cy.-bourg~ois 
democracy and new democracy led by the proletariat-stand in sharp 
contrast. Because of the central role of private property in the capitalist 
system, because in countries -like Nepal the bourgeoisie has links to 
landed property, and because of the common fear of the rural poor 
among all of the exploiting classes,· the bqurgeoisie will back away from 
a really revolutionary reform program, even though,-by itself, land to 
the tiller does not escape from the bounds of bourgeois democracy.11 

In the conditions of the oppressed nations today, it is the proletariat 
alone that can accomplish this most central' democratic demand in a 
revolutionary way and, in so doing, unite-the great majority of the 
peasantry and broad sections of other classes as well who can 
understand that this is a crucial measure -to really lay the basis for an 
independent and rapidly developing country. Furthermore, agrarian 
revolution can lay the basis for rapidly developing the voluntary 
cooperation and collectivization that plays such a central role in 
propelling the revolution beyond new democracy to the socialist stage. 

Here again the problem _of the Madesh is of particular importance 
because it is in the fertile plains where there is a great deal of feudal 
ownership and where there is a particularly impqrtant problem of uniting 
the masses and opposing different kinds of national and caste oppression. 
Furthermore, the land revolution could have a very important impact on 
the national economy as well if it were to liberate the capacity and 
enthusiasm of the masses to produce. It Is possible to see how a 
revolutionary land policy based especially among the poor could unite 
the majority of the population despite the long standing national 
oppression and divisions. Isn't the agrarian revolution also key to uniting 
the Madesh with the rest of the country? So while the CPN(M) maintains 
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"Land to the Tiller" in Its program, this Is not what Is at the center of its 
current approach to the Modo h or othor rural districts. Instead the 
main appeal Is to proporllonnllty ond fodomll m that has not united 
and cannot unit tho mo os of tho poor uround tho prolotaria1 and 
Inst d pu h s them Into tho arms of tho exploltors (largo and rnall) 
of th ir r p ctlve nationalities. 

The very experience of the revolution in Nepal, as well as previous 
historical experience, demonstrates that it Is the state power of the 
proletariat that makes possible the united front, especially the alliance of 
the workers and peasantry. Lenin had made the same point on the eve 
of the Russian Revolution:" To smash this machine, to break it up, is 
truly in the interest of the people, of their majority, of the workers and 
most of the peasants, is 'the precondition' for a free alliance of the poor 
peasants and the proletarians, whereas without such an alliance 
democracy is unstable and socialist transformation is impossible. "12 

The actual history of the Nepalese revolution has confirmed this 
orientation. It has been on the basis of clearing aw~y the authority of the 
old state, and most centrally, the presence and. reach of it~ military 
authority, that it became possible to unite ·the great majori~y of the 
population around ttie leadersh~p . of . the-proletariat. But once this 
proletarian ~uthority is undermined an_d with.the old army and old police 
force again in.com . . .. · · 

I .. , ... , . ·. 

mand, the unity of the rpasse51Will also·be undermin~d, and the 
masses will have little choice but to seek to prqtecttheir interests against 
and in competition with other sections of the oppr.essed masses and 
come under the wing of the bourgeoisie. · · ·. 

' . . 

On the Constitution and Class Rule · ~- · 

In their reply to the RCP, the Nepalese comrades write, "Your letter 
has very apprehensively raised on·e question. If the enemy ~ccepts your 
demand, just for example, a constituent assem~ly, . you are obligated to 
agree with it; otherwise you will lose the confidence of the masses. We 
appreciate your anxiety. But we understand that a constituent assembly 
in itself is not a solution, but its political content can be. For example, if 
the constituent assembly can ensure the dissolution of the royal army, 
the reorganization of the· national army · under our leadership, the 
implementation of revolutionary land reform based upon the policy of 
land to the tiller, the right of nations to self determination, an end to 
social discrimination, development and prosperity, etc., why should one 
oppose it?" 
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The problem is that the Constituent Assembly will not and cannot 
carry out the abov mention d ta I< . Does anyone really think it possible 
that the CA will I ad to th( 11dia"olutlo11 or tho royal army" (and no_t just a 
nam cllan ), I t alon tho r orgunlz' tlon of tho national army U'1der 
th I ad r hip f' tile CPN(M)? Nol This Is just as Impossible as the 
cl im of th old revisionist program of the Communist Party USA which 
pr pos d to do away with capitalist exploitation through a constitutional 
m ndment. And if there was any doubt as to what is possible and what 

is impossible, it is sufficient to regard the actual process as it has unfolded. 
It has been the PLA whi"ch has been put in cantonments and largely 
disarmed while the only important change for the RNA was to drop the 
"royal" in its name. 

So the question is not why should one "oppose" a Constituent 
Assembly that could accomplish the tasks of the new democratic 
revolution, but rather why should one promote an illusion that cannot be 
fulfilled? · 

Even now, when the results of this process are coming into focus, 
the ·cPN(M) continues to spread these illusions. For example, "It is aimed 
that the political crisis will be resolved by writing a new constitution which 
can pave the way for a new progressive system in Nepal that can lead 
the country to forward progress and further advancement by creating a 
society in which the exploitation of man by man in all forms is abolished. "13 

Thus .we see that the CPN(M) is arguing· rather clearly, in public 
and informally,· that it is possible that the Constituent Assembly process 
can consolidate a system which can evolve peacefully toward socialism 
and communism. Of course, the Party keeps open the possibility that die 
hard elements, most espedally the mor:iarchy, can be expected to oppose 
such a constitution, in which case the use of force by the masses will be 

·justifiable and necessary.14 

In this way, the discussion of the provisions and wording of a future 
constitution displaces what really is the central question: on whose power 
will the new state be based? Generally. speaking, a bourgeois constitution 
will uphold the "sovereignty of the people," proclaim the equality of all its 
citizens enshrined in the principle of "one person, one vote," proclaim 
rights of free speech and assembly, and so forth. It is also quite unlikely, 
to say the least, that the constitution resulting from the CA process will 
attack in a fundamental way the property of the exploiting classes.15 

While a constitution can play an Important role in any political 
system, it is not the promises of the constitution that will lead to a society 
without class exploitation ·11 the army Is In the hands of the exploiting 
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classes and if the principal means of production mo under their ownership 
and control. Indeed, the rolo of tho constitution In any bourgoois republic 
is precis ly to ensur tlmt tho µollll cul syr tom <Joor. not lntorfore with 
and in f nct 1 v s tho u11dorlyl11g oconomlc oystorn of oxploit: lion. The 
d mo r ti right gra11tod to tho pooplo uro within thlG contoxt oncJ ro(ltricied 
by this r nlity. When the professed rights of the pooplo come into conflic.1 
rith th imperatives of the socio economic system based on oxploitation, 

it i the interests of the system. of exploitation that "trump"-overrule tho 
rights of the people. The comrades of the CPN(M) point to the possibility 
of a constitution coming out of this Constituent Assembly which will 
institutionalize the victories of the People's War. But these elections are 
being held under the supervision of the "international community" (meaning 
the world imperialist system and India), with the Nepal Army guarding the 
premises, and the television and newspapers for the most part firmly in 
the hands of the exploiting classes. The result of these elections under 
these conditions cannot open the way to socialism, and to argue that they 
can is either demagogy or self decep tion. · 

Revolutionary Practice 
It is the strategy of a "transitional" (bourgeois) republic that is driving 

and directing the tactics, and not the other way around. It is true that any 
revolutionary process will combine di~erse forms of struggle, and it can be 
easily seen that revolutionary war may pass through periods of ceasefirn 
and negotiation. And conversely, as we have seen from diverse experience 
historjcally and internationally, seemingly revolutionary tactics_ have been, 
and often are, used in the service of thoroughly non revolutionary strategies 
such as "fighting to negotiate," calling the masses into the streets to serve 
as pressure for bourgeois eiectoral gains~ and so forth.16 

Nor is the essence of the question, even now, the fact that the 
Party is up to its neck in electoralism and parliamentarism. A 
"revolutionary" road to the bourgeois republic would not be any better 
than the path of compromise and collaboration that we have witnessed 

· over the last two years. But there is a connectibn-the goal of a bourgeois 
republic and, we must add, one which is effectively "cemented" into the 
existing imperialist world order, will mean that a certain type of tactics 
will tend to predominate and that impulses to go in a more revolutionary 
direction, whether arising from the masses, the Party rank and file or 
sections of the leadership, will tend to be smothered. Indeed, the period 
of the last two years has also been one in which repeated plans and 
promises of the leadership to bring forward the masses to assert their 
class interests have gone unfulfilled. This should not be seen as a result 
of willful deception. Rather, It Is the Inevitable result of the class nature of 
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the objective-the bourgeois ropubllc- lmpos Ing Itself on the choice of 
tactics to follow. Nor aro wo arguing for moro "rovolutlonary" tactics 
divorced from a rectification on tho lovol of strntogy and goal. History 
has also b en full of "Insurrections" which have ultimately served as a 
"left cover" for cloudy or non revolutionary objectives. Indeed, in Central 
America in the 1980s, different types of "left" as well as the more dominant 
rightist tactics were employed. We will again call attention to the line 
which emerged in the Communist Party of the Philippines pushed by 
Villalobos. It had the merit of articulating clearly the "short path" to "partial 
victory" which he specifically contrasted to the Maoist path of protracted 
people's war for "complete victory," which Villalobos considered unreach 
able and/or undesirable.17 In other words, to focus the discussion with 
the CPN(M) principally over tactics is to mistake the symptom for the 
disease and to reverse cause and effect. · 

Who's Fooling Whom? 

One of the most painful things for friends of the Nepalese revolution 
to watch is the way in which the army of the people has been largely 
disarmed and herded into cantonments isolat~d from the people, while 
the reactionary armed forces, now renamed Nepal Army, which previously 
could not leave heavily fortified . barracks except in large . convoys, are 
now free to roam about the countryside. Also very significant is the 
reestablishment of hated police posts in the very heart of the former 
base areas, while the structures of people's rule built up in the course of 
the People's War are dismantled. 

, I 

· The origin of thi's situation predates even the April 2006 upsurge--
it can be found clearly in the proposal reprinted in The Worker no. 9 
where the Party proposes that the PLA and the RNA be demobilized 
and a new national army formed. The Comprehensive Peace Agreement 
has this as a cornerstone. 

For a long time the_ CPN(M) would tell worried comrades that' any 
merger of the two armies would come on the basis of the authority of the 
PLA and the Party and. would be under its leade.rship. Of course, no 
integration of that type was even considered for a fleeting moment by 
the reactionary classes. On the 'contrary, the reactionary classes and 
their backers have been clear, ironically far more so than our comrades, 
on the central role of the armed forces in the state. The CPA legitimized 
the monopoly of force of the NA which was, after all, allowed to openly 
keep the great bulk of Its weapons, granted responslbllltles for controlling 
the country's borders and transportation routes, and, generally speaking, 
left free to march about the country armed. In January 2008, the Army 
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Chief of Staff mado n clonr totom nt thut h would rofuso tho Integration 
of PLA fighters In tho NA. 

Th r sponso of th CPN(M) hos lncludod sorno vory polntod and 
n t xp sur of tile Nepal Army. For exarnplo, Chairman Practmnda' 

stat m nt, reprinted In The Red Star no. 3, rhetorically askod why a 
g ng of murderers is tit to be part of the national army but not tho sons 
and daughters of the people who fought for liberation. But this is exactly 
the point. The National Army will have only one central role-to maintain 
and enforce the rule of the exploiting classes. That the CPN(M) would 
demand that the fighters of the PLA be integrated into such an army is 
itself a real indication of how far the Party has departed from a Marxist 
understanding of the state. Again, the reactionaries have no such unclarity. 
They are determined to maintain a tight grip on the state apparatus and 
are not about to let large numbers of PLA fighters join the army, at least 
not unless and until the PLA had given adequate proof that it has definitively 
and thoroughly abandoned its goal of revolution-something which has 
not happened and must not be allowed to happen. So again the CPN(M) 
has allowed the debate to be firmly circumscribed by the reactionary 
classes. The question was shaking Nepal at the time of the collapse of the 
absolute monarchy-which state and which army, the old state of the king 
and the exploiting classes based on the hated Royal Nepal Army or the 
new state which had been emerging in the countryside based on the 
strength of the. PLA, should consolidate its rule throughout the country? 
This has transformed into: is the PLA sufficiently committed to "real 
democracy" for it to be dissolved into the Nepal Army or will it have to be 
dissolved by some other means? Each answer is worse than the other. 

Arming the Masses with the Truth or Sowing 
Deliberate Confusion? 

In their response to our earlier letter the CPN(M) argues that some 
of their current positions may not appear clear because of the need to 
dissimulate in the eyes of the international and domestic enemies,· but 
that their comrades should not be worried because the Party is clear on 
where the struggle must go. They say: "Yes,. there are some confusing 
positions in our interpretations, in several contexts. We think sometimes 
they are necessary. If we can confuse our enemies and the international 
community with our tactical dealings; It can divide them to a certain extent. 
which will benefit our revolution. Problems will arise only if the Party of 
the proletariat itself Is confused." 

This reasoning Is wrong on a whole number of lovols. Even if it 
were the case that the Party leadershlp was clear and united on the 
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goals of NOR, socialism and communism, it would·still be necessary to 
educate and arm the massos to understand the difference between a 
reactionary bourgeois solution to tho country's problems and a radically 
different solution led by a prolotarlan party nnd basod on the masses of 
people. The love and support of the masses acqulrod In the People's 
War is a precious achievement, but it is no substitute for their consciou 
training and their learning to perceive, beneath the honey coated word 
of democracy, the real class nature of every party and political figur~. 
Otherwise there is the danger that loyalty can become blind, and that 
the masses who were the bedrock of the People's War will look to the 
Party mainly as a protector of their most narrow and immediate interests, 
interests that might and sometimes do come into conflict with other 
sections of the masses. How will it be possible for the masses to be won 
to the need for further struggle and sacrifice if the goal of this struggle is 
not clear? Are we really to believe the masses are quite clear on the 
goals of revolution or that they will reach this understanding 
spontaneously, without systematic training by the communists? -

It is enough to read the Party's own publications or the interviews 
with different leaders to see that the Party itself is not at all so clear on 
the crucial questions of democracy, st~te and so forth. Often vital 
questions of political orientati_on and policy are presented as a mere 
question of tactics: either the revolution will proceed smoothly to the 
republic or, if this process is interfered with by_ the reactionary classes, it 
will thus become necessary for the revoluti'on to advance by more 
confrontational means. This leaves out the basic question of the 
revolutionary goal. In other words, the main question is not a peaceful or 
non peaceful° transition to a federal democratic republic, but rather what 
type of republic needs to be established (what class will rule) and 
specifically how can there be a seizure of power by masses led by a 
proletarian vanguard. This is objectively the question before the society. 
but it is not what is being presented. 

Further, the idea that ideological acrobatics are necessary in ord r 
to confuse the class enemy is extremely naive at best. No major mo 
by the CPN(M) goes unobserved by the class enemy. If the Party u 
ponds negotiations or leaves the government, the other side is tr m ly 
attontlvo to tho possible implications of such moves· and discuss s it 
fr rn ovory onglo In tho pross and In tholr soml public think tanks such as 
the Int matlonol Crl I · Group, which hos boon pnrtlcu larly well Informed 
about tho ltuatlon In Nop· l.16 In fact It I · tho masses, friends of the Party 
and the ranks of tho I arty thomsolvos who arJ most often deceived by 
the Party's double language. For example, the main representatives of the 
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reactionary classes in Nepal and internationally seemed much clearer 
than many comn1des that the CPN(M)'s docislon In September 2007 to 
leave the government, and Its throats to call tho rnnssos out into the streets, 
probably did not mean a basic rovorsal of tho road to tho Constituent 
Assembly and the bourgeois republic. And In fact, thoso roactlonarios were 
right-the goal and the attraction of going for the bourgools republic 
r imposed itself and molded the Party's choice of tactics. 

This is not to say that all of the masses are happy with the direction 
the Party has taken or that they will not find different ways to convey their 
discontent. But even assuming that the new regime which emerges from 
the Constituent Assembly really does provide the formal right to organized 
political expression, and even assuming that these formal rights exist in 
the rural areas as well as the cities as is rarely the case in the third 
world, it is very difficlllt to .see how, without an organized and coherent 
leadership, the growing discontent of the masses will be able to be 
expressed in a concrete political program. This is . another example of 
the falsity of the promise of bo"urgeois democracy and how really unequal 
the masses of people are in the "competition" of political forces. In the 
name of preserving the rights of the masses to supervise the state through 
"multiparty competition," the CPN(M) is actually taking away the rights 
of the masses established through the People's War ·to have political 
institutions and political representation that truly·· represents .their own 
class interests as opposed to the interests of other class forces and 
against the interests of the reactionary classes. · 

I 

In fact, history provides many indications of what happens to the 
people once the leadership has embarked on a course that contradicts 
and undoes the struggle the -masses have been waging. Massive 
discontent and widespread demoralization does not easily transform into 
conscious poJitical action. In Palestine, Zimbabwe, Guatemala, to name 
but a few situations from more recent history, compromise political . 
solutions and the reversal of promises and slogans to which the masses 
had rallied (remember that even Vasser Arafat started out proclaiming 
"revolution till victory") were not effectively countered. Instead a few 
frustrated elements are more likely to split and lash out without being 
able to develop a coherent program. But this does not make the reformist 
compromise any more correct or any more legitimate. Under the slogan 
of the "rights of the masses" a "new" old state will stand apart from the 
masses and over them. 

There is a reason why double talk, the art of saying one thing and 
doing another, corresponds to the reactionary classes and cannot 
characterize the.policy of the proletarian party. First of all, the reactionary 
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classes cannot hope to survive except by deceiving the masses whose 
interests they can never represent. Communists, on the other hand, have 
everything to gain tile more the proletariat and the masses of people 
understand the society and the tasks of the revolution. Helping the masses 
to get this kind of understanding is a crucial task of the vanguard party, but 
it is not an easy one. There are all sorts of prejudices and blinders tha 
keep 'the masses from seeing the real features of the society. After all, · 
the masses were clearly able to see their own class interests, having their 
own vanguard party would be far less necessary. But we know from 
experience in all countries that this is most definitely not the case and that 
the masses desperately need communist leadership that can help sort 
out the fundamental contours of class interests in a complicated world. 

We are not s_o na"ive as to. believe that. communist revolutionaries 
can or must reveal all of their plans and thinking on all subjects on all 
occasions. At the same time, in a fundamental sense and from a strategic 
viewpoint, communists enthusiastically uphold the Communist Manifesto's 
famous statement, "The communists disdain to conceal their views and 
aims." What possible strategic advantage couJ.d the communists achieve 
by saying publicly to the masses over and over again that they are only 
about winning a majority in the_ electoral arena,, or that their goal is "pure 
democracy"? Where is t~e training of the masses about the real class 

·nature of such "pure" (bourgeois) democracy? This is no less of a task in 
Nepal, where a comprador feudal bourgeois republic is on the horizon, 
than it is · in the West where bourgeois democracy is the most common 
form of rule of the capitalist class. In · fact, communists in a country like 
Nepal, where there are crucial bourgeois democratic tasks to be 
accomplished through revolution, have a special responsibility to combat 
bourgeois democratic illusions and show the real class nature of the 
bourgeois democracies of trye West being upheld as a model. 

Togliatti and Thorez 

There have been some rather astounding statements made about 
the path breaking nature of the CPN(M)'s decision to go tor a democratic 
republic. In his May 1 , 2007 speech, Chairman Prachanda even goes so 
far as to say, "The twelve point agreement was a wonderful and 
unprecedented type of understanding in history. The twentieth century 
never aw uch a typo of unique understanding that has been proved in 

· history." Unfortunat ly, thl Is not tho c se.10 

We say "unfortunut ly'' boc uso there are many tragic examples 
during the 20th century whon tho communists abandoned their struggle 
tor political power, demobilized their Independent armed forces, and 
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restricted •~eir struggle to within the bourgeois demo cratic framework 
of the enemy. In some of these casos the Communist Parties maintained 
or even expanded a consldemblo lnfluonco over the working class and 
other sections of tho mossos and ofton hod significant ropresentation in 
parliament. 

Two of the most significant cases were the experiences of the 
Communist Party of Italy and the Com munist Party of France in the 
immediate aftermath of the Second World War. The history of France 
and Italy diverge, especially in that France was occupied early in the war 
by Nazi Germany while Italy was allied with Germany in the war, but in 
both cases the Communist Parties had rallied important sections of the 
proletariat and the masses to wage armed struggle against foreign 
occupiers and the domestic fascist rulers.20 At the end of the war these 
parties emerged with immense popularity, whereas almost all of the 
bourgeois political formations were thoroughly , discredited by their 
collaboration with the fascist powers and/or their incapacity to wage any 
resolute struggle against them. In both Italy and France, the Communist 
Parties had important armed contingents under their leadership. Many 
people forget that it was the partisans led by the Communist Party of 
Italy who captured Mussolini and hung his body in a public square in 
Milan amidst massive popular celebration. 

However, despite the revolutionary movement that swept Europe 
with the collapse of the fascist powers, despite the fact that the bourgeois 
state apparatus had been discredited and greatly weakened through th_e 
course of the war, and despite the tremendous prestige that the Soviet 
Union under the leadership of Stalin then enjoyed, these Communist 
Parties disbanded their armed forces and took part in the provisional 
governments established in both of these countries under the watchful 
supervision of the occupying forces (mainly the U.S. and British). Most 
significantly, these parties accepted the political framework of bourgeois 
democracy. They did not, however, in words at least, drop the strategic 
objective of the "dictatorship of the proletariat" (it was only two decades 
later that this open admission of revisionism was to take place). Rather, 
participation in the bourgeois institutions was presented as a "tactic" 
which would, somehow, open the way to a later seizure of power by the 
proletariat. Nor should it be assumed that the entrance of the Communist 
Parties into the governments in Italy and France meant that this was a 
period of calm devoid of class struggle. On the contrary, those first postwar 
years were marked by extremely acute struggles, general strikes, powerful 
movements aimed at punishing collaborators with the fascists and so 
forth. In other words, participation In the bourgeois institutions did not 
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preclude struggle and did not remove the necessity of the bourgeoisie Of 
these countries (egged on and backed to the hilt by the unmatched militar~ 
and economic might of U.S. imperialism) to hit hard at the communist 
parties as part of their effort to re consolidate a bourgeois order after the 
havoc of world war and In the face of the revolutionary restlessness of 
the n1asses. The Communist Parties were held in great esteem by the 
working class at that time because of their role during the war and 
because even while they were following an objectively capitulationi 
policy they were also in sharp conflict with the ruling class both insi~ 
and outside parliament. In other words, these parties continued to upho 
the goal of the dictatorship of the proletariat, socialism and communism. 
In 1947 the communists were driven out of the government as part cf 
-th_e beginning of the "Cold War." 

The point of this historical reminder is that there is indeed nothing 
so new, let alone so positive, about an agreement of communist forces 
to abandon their struggle for power and enter bourgeois iilstitutions. Nor 
does such a step mean that the communists did not come sharply into 
conflict with the main representatives of the bourgeoisie. Nor shoufd we 
assume that the objective circumstances were· easier for the communists 
in Italy or France ~han they are today in Nepal. For example, in both Italy 
and France there was a heavy presence ·at the Allied ·military forces after 
the war. It is easy to imagine the justificati_ons and the rationales that 
were offered to those who disapproved or were uncomfortable with what, 
in retrospect, can be seen as a decisive. step toward revisionism. 

The decisive ·question, then as now, is the political and ideological 
line of the communists. We are riot in a position to say exactly what 
tactics the communists in France or Italy should have adopted. But it is 
possible to say that their decision to accept t_he "legitimacy" of the 
reestablishment of the bourgeois order after World War 2 was objectively 
a tremendous service to the bourgeoisie at exactly the moment when 
the bourgeois.ie was battered and in real difficulty in reorganizing its rule 
and ramming it down the throa~s of the masses. Once the basic framework 
of the bourgeois state institutions is accepted as legitimate, then the 
efforts of the communists to organize the proletariat and the masses to 
exert their interests within this framework (through both electoral and 
non electoral means) has the objective effect of strengthening and 
perfecting these reactionary Institutions themselves. Here we can onlY 
touch on the important International dimension and specifically the line 
of Stalin and the CPSU In the. whole period before, during and after the 
Second World War. A more thorough discussion would show that thiS 
abandonment of the struggle for the dictatorship of the proletariat and 
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adoption of the framework of bourgeois democracy is linked to the position 
adopted by the CPSU and the Comlntern concerning the "united front 
against fascism" and the fight to prosorvo and/or rostore bourgeois 
democracy as a nccossnry stngo at that tlrno.l' 

Rewriting Party History 

We were disappointed that the response of the CPN(M) to our 
riginal letter of October 2005 focused to a considerable degree on a 

defense of its past practice and tried to use the experience of the whole 
trajectory of the Party since 1996 to the present as. an answer to the 
arguments our Party and others have raised. Simply put: because the 
People's War has developed this far it shows the correctness of the Party's 
ideological and political line. 

First of all, the fallacy of such a method of reasoning is easy to 
see. Even .if the Party had been previously right on every question of 
politics and ideology (wh~ch we will see is far from the case), that would 
neither be a guarantee that the Party would be right on every question in 
the future nor a reason for not addressing in substance the arguments • about what needs to .be done· now. The fact, for example; that the Party 
was correct in initiating and waging a People's War in no way proves that 
rt is correct in abandoning it. · 

. -
Further, the account of the disagreements between our two parties 

and the description of the CPN(M)'s own history is not accurate. One 
important point to clarify is that our Party did not oppose the CPN(M)'s 
participation in parliament in the early 1990s. For one. thing, our own 
knowledge of the situation in Nepal at the time did not provide enough 
basis to have a clear opinion-on that policy. Furthermore, our Party did 
not and does not subscribe to the view of many other parties in the 
Maoist movement that the "boycott of parliament" is a "strategic question" 
which has been settled for all parties and all time. Nor did we ever support 
the positions of M.B. Singh. In fact, we waged struggle with Singh's semi 
Hoxhaite revisionism from our first encounter with him at the time of the 
formation of RIM in 1984 when the leaders of today's CPN(M) were still 
united with him in a single party. What our Party did believe at that period 
;;ind continues·to believe today is that there was a great deal of rightism 
in the thinking and policy of the CPN(Unity Center)22 at that time and · 
thGit unless the Party effectively ruptured with that approach there would 
be no successful revolution. Our Party, together with others In the RIM, 
struggled for exactly such a rupture. It Is to the lasting crodlt of Chairman 
Prachanda (supported by a coro of other loadors) that he was able to 
lead this process of leap and rupture with the provlous wrong line. It was 
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precisely this ideological leap that was central to the organizational 
formation of the CPN(M) and the great historic decision to launch the 
People's War. 

The current v r Ion of hi tory thnt I contnlnod In the letter to the 
RCP, USA and cho d In othor rocont nrtlolos ond documents of the 
CPN(M)23 Is, nlns, much dlfferont. Rowrltton with 20 20 hindsight, the 
entry Into parliament and the exit from It were both well considered and 
carefully orchestrated maneuvers or tactics in the service of a clear s1ratern 
of preparing and launching a protracted people's war. Any serious study 
of the actual positions of the time shows that this was far from the case. 
There was a whole process of struggling to break with what had been the 
dominant understanding in the CPN (Mashal)-the original parent 
organization of the CPN(M)- which had a million and one reasons why 
revolution could never be successful in Nepal. Previously the CPN(M) noted 
and gave correct importance to this process of breaking with what the 
CPN(M) called the M.B. Singh "school of thought". It is quite disturbing to 
see this process now distorted or even denied by many who know better. 

The new history is full of "on the one hand" the struggle against 
revisionism, and "on the other hand" the struggle against "dogmatism,' 
an eclectic treatment that effectively obfuscates the actual need that 
Comrade Prachanda faced in waging an implacable struggle against 
revisionism and the lessons of that earlier leap and rupture and replaces 
it with a harmonious process devoid of contradiction. 

It is certainly true that a great wealth of experience has been 
achieved in the course of the People's War in Nepal. We have strived ta 
learn from this precious experience as best we can and we think that all 
revolutionary communists must do so. We have seen nothing in this 
experience, however, that strengthens the argument of the comrades 
for the possibility of a "transitional state" which is neither new democratic 
in character nor a bourgeois republic. In fact, actua:I results of the pas1 
two years of experience in which the comrades of the CPN(M) have 
been trying to put this understanding into practice show quite the opposite. 

More Reversal of Historical Verdicts 

We have seen that the CPN(M) leadership has decided to rewrite 
Party history in relation to RIM from the standpoint of retroactive!~ 
justifying every previous position, especially now that some of those 
positions, such as participation In parliament and the "peaceful pursuit 
of the revolution" are being implemented today. It Is worth pointing oul 
that this rewriting of history, however, Is not limited to the debate with oul 
Party or other RIM parties and organizations. It stands out in particular!~ 
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shocking and bald form In tho CPN(M)'s now vorslon of tho history of the 
cornmunist movement within Nopol ltsolf. 

Con Id r the report "Single Communl t Party." 
"Th Communist Party of Nepal In Its 59 years of journey ha 

rn through several splits and unhealthy Inner struggle. These kind 
f t ndencles have not only weakened the comr:nunlst movement but 

ultin1ately resulted disadvantages to the people and the nation. Although 
communist and leftist parties have the overwhelming support and 
sympathy of the majority of the people of Nepal, the rightist and 
retrogressive forces have always won the race. Currently, leftist parties 
hold the majority in the interim legislature· too but the leader in the 
government is not from the communist parties."24 (emphasis added.) 

This whole article, and not just the above passage, basically says 
that the overall process of rupture with revisionism (a word which is 
completely absent from this article) was "unhealthy" and led to 
"disadvantages." What about the People's War? Does anyone believe 
that the People's War could have been launched without the rupture with 
revisionism? The fact of the matter is.that this article rewrites history 
from a parliamentary perspective-the existence of several "communist 
and leftist parties" divides the electoral vote. This is where the rejection · 
of what is called "one divides into two" (discussed more later) will 
ultimately end up-in an effort to cobble together a "leftist" or "communisr 
party composed of all sorts of opportunists and revisionists w.ho have 
urned their back on ·revolution but which can "win" in a parliamentary 

election and preside over the.government of the old state. 

Not surprisingly, changes in the Party's ideology and politics are 
reflected in its organizational affairs as well. Coupled with the change in 
political line and in light of the Party's cal.I to consolidate the "new Nepal" 
through all out mobilization for the Constituent Assembly elections, the 
Party's leadership now calls on changing the style of work, and specifically 
for members to be broadly and openly out among the electorate. 
Remember that breaking with the whole aboveground and parliamentary 
radition of the communist (and pseudo communist) movement in Nepal 
as an important part of the necessary rupture to begin the People's 
ar in 1996. It is true that different phases of revolutionary work will 

require adjustments in organizational matters, but some bedrock 
principles about the need to build and preserve the kind of party capable 
of waging revolutionary struggle are gone. Revolutionary work requires 
one type of organizational structure. Parliamentary work requires another. 
Party leaders are exposed to the possibility of attack from what the 
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CPN(M) calls "monarcho imperialist forces," not to mention the militar~ 
apparatus of the old stato. So wo see another example of merging of two 
into one, as the Party ny · it I • In tho stngo of strategic offensive and 
engaged In "w·u" lo win tho ol ctlorv, yot tho Party structure is laid bare 
for an~ron t di rupt or destroy und tho llvos of proclolJs Party leader'\ 
ar put at gr t risk by revealing their Identities. This Is a matter of gr .. 
c n rn to us also. 

The International Dimension 

We do not intend in this letter to explore in depth another often 
advanced argument a$ to why the revolution in Nepal cannot win victory, 
namely the unfavorable international and regional situation. We should 
remember that one of the key features of. M.B. Singh's revisionist line 
was his contention that revolution was impossibl.e in landlocked Nepal 
unless it was preceded by revolution in India and/or China. The CPN(M) 
was correct to criticize this capit~lationist theory as part of th.e preparation 
for the People's War and this verdict must be up~eld. The article from 
February 11, 2008 A World to Win News Service, is worth noting: 

" ... No revolution exists in a vacuum. In Nepal as well, the advance 
of the revolution is closely linked to the advance of the revolution in the 
neighboring countries and the world as a whole. ; . 

"Nepal's close proximity and interconnection with India is a double 
edged sword. True, that increases the country's vulnerability to pressure, 
interference and outright attack. It is also .true that there are great 
advantages to the revolution as well. India has huge numbers of 
desperately oppressed masses, many with common cultural and linguistic 
links to Nepal. Already the millions of Nepalese who regularly work in 
India have been an important vector spreading knowledge and supporl 
for the revolution among the people of that country. Given the extreme 
and intensifying contradictions in Indian society, a real revolutionar~ 
regime in Nepal will have immediate and deep reverberations throughoul 
India, especially the north and northeast. Furthermore, although it has 
no common border with Bangladesh, Nepal is only a few dozen kilometres 
from that country, most of whose 150 million people live in conditions ol 
great hardship. Previously the CPN(M) had put forward the ver~ 
revolutionary call for~ Soviet Federation of South Asia which would create 
a new state structure In the region based on a common battle for ne~ 
democracy and the genuine equality of nations. If the revolutionary regime 
is established in Nepal, there Is a real posslbllity that the people of the 
region may come to Its rescue. 
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"The military strength of India ond tho lmporlalist states, it is true, is 
an imposing and tormldnblo obstoclo. IJut horo, too, It Is nocessary to 
understand their weulmes o os woll. lndlo hus hucJ a h· rd limo doaling 
militarily with l11surgo11clos within ltu own borcJor . It major 
count rinsurgency opomtlon In Sri Lanka In tho 1980s ondocJ In a cJie!rnal 
failur . It would be very difficult tor India to Intervene In Nepal, whero hatrod 
of Indian expansionism runs very strong and where revolution can benefit 
from a very favourable mountainous geography. The Indian reactionaries 
would have to think hard before taking on such a desperate gamble. 

"The U.S. is, of course, an enormously dangerous and vicious enemy. 
But it is also true that the American military is highly overstretched, short 
of manpower, and facing ever increasing opposition to its imperiarist 
aggression all over the world, including from its own population. Even the 
U.S. military knows how difficult it woul_d be to fight Maoist revolutionaries 
deeply linked to the people and enjoying thei~ activ~ support~ 

"It is definitely true that the revolution in Nepal q~nnot be separated 
from the revolutionary process -in the world as· a .whole and there are 
positive as well as negative factors that .have to be considered. In the 
whole regi.on there. are extreme· arid' intense conflicts within the ruling 
classes and between the· masses and.their op.pressors.The establishment . 
of a real revolutionary regime .i.n Nepal wouid be like .a thun.derbolt fdr the 
whole region. Yes, the governments ;of .the neighbqring states would try 
to interfere and overthrow s·uch a regime, qut'it,is also. true that the hopes 
of the people o~ t~~se c_ourit_ri~~ wo~l~:be :aroused lri an.unprecedented 
way. The masses of people of the reg.ion and. ultimately,the ·whole world 
represent a real, if presently untapped, reserve of 'strength for th9' 
revolution in . Nepal .. . A .clear · revolution~(y~ pr_ogramm_e and· the living 
e?Camp~e or' the · ma~ses_. ac~ually .taking .. pow.~r· ari~t~~ling · s~ciety can 
un,ock this p'otential. "25' .. · .. : ·. : . . . . ..-·- . ;~ · .:~" ,., :· .. :: .. · :. · . :: :'·,'' ··: . . ' _: 

The international: situatfon. is .certainly,<in its ' main aspect, 
unfavorable. But it is also true that fr will. remain unfavorable unless and 
until communist revolutionaries in first one or several'countries succeed 
in opening a breech in the world imperialist system.·lf.everyone waits for 
the maturing.of.a favorable situation internationally before acting, we will 
as Lenin put it, all be ."suspend~d Jn mid ~ir'\ . · , .. ·. ·. · .. · · 

. . . . 
"Combine Two into One" or "Divide One Into Two"? 

As we have seen, eclecticism, that is, the orientation of combining 
"two into one," of putting different contr~dlctions on an equal level and 
not determining the principal contradiction, and falling to distinguish 
between the principal and secondary aspects of a contradiction .• has 
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increasingly come to characterize the political and ideological line and 
methodology of the CPN(M). Instead of criticizing and digging up the 
roots of this eclectlci rn, tho vory philosophical bnses for many of the 
errors in the pre nt courno aro bolng justlflod, uphold and even proposed 
as a model tor others as well. 

In order to understand a thing or a process, It Is necessary to 
orrectly identify the principal contradiction which determines its nature 

and its motion from among the many contradictions that are involved in 
any process. The revolution in Nepal is no exception. Clearly the reyqlution. 
in Nepal is a complex phenomenon Involving a series of contradictions, 
such as the contradiction between the forces grouped around th-e 
monarchy and those forces in the ruling class that are in favor of a republic, 
the conflict between the proletariat and the national bourgeoisie, the 
contradiction between the oppressed nationalities and the central state, 
the contradiction between women and men, and so forth. But it is crucial 
to emphasize that the fundamental contradiction is between the masses 
of people led by the proletariat and the three mountains of imperialism, 
feudalism and bureaucrat capitalism. Nor can we accept that t_he principal 
contradiction in . Nepal is between the monarchy and the "forces of 
democracy." We do not know if the CPN(M) has made such a conscious 
theoretical formulation, but their policies and choice of tactics are 
consistent with such an analy~is. 

A particular feature of the eclecticism of the CPN(M) i~ to place 
two opposing policies on an equal level, or_ better said, to put them on an 
equal level in words while in actual life elevating the immediate, temporary 
and secondary above the decisive and principal. 

The confounding of strategy and tactics, reversing principal and 
secondary, is part of the eclecticism that increasingly marks the Party's 
writings. The following statement is typical of the kind of statements that 
rid die the articles and documents of the CPN(M):26 · 

"The country is in the ·transitional period from autocratic rule to 
federal democratic republic. The· historical achievements are being 
institutionalized through the election of the constituent assembly. For 
this, there is a sharp struggle between the re gressive reactionary forces 
and revolutionary progressive forces. CPN Mis leading to the direction 
of building New Nepal. The restructuring of old state power, the fusion of 

• two armies, the awareness of the people and the adoption of proportional 
election system, the federal framework In place of unitary feudalist state 
structure and the participation of the nationalities, women, region, 
Madesh, Dalits, minorities etc. In the state power, are all achievements 
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of the great people's wm. /\ d cud long p opl ' war ha given birth to 
the power of p opl nnd It I nu rohlp without 11lom tivo. But to wipe 
out th Id nnd tnblish th now vlctorlously, tho It t oncounror I 
in vit, bl ." 

Th fir t thing that jumps out In reading the above staternont ; ... 
th, t th goal is clearly misrepresented as a "federal democratic republic'' 
, ,hi h is quite clearly not a new democratic republic. In case there wa" 

ny confusion, the excerpts clarify that the goal is the "restructuring of 
the old state" and the "fusing of the two armies." And this is 
misrepresented as the "goal of the People's War" I Then this rather crass 
description of a bourgeois republic is declared "the power of the people." 
The conclusion about the "last encounter" is most definitely not referring 
to the "final conflict" of the stirring refrain of the Internationale but clearly 
to the struggle to establish the republic. It is a perfect exsmple of 
combining two into one. 

This same eclectics is reflected in the following passage of an 
interview with Chairman Prachanda in the same issue. 

"[Interviewer] How can you concretize the achievements of People's War? 

"Prachanda: It has various dim'ensions. First, the present Nepali 
politics has moved following its steps on its way and it has proved certain 
basic aspects of pur politics. Second, it brought the awareness among 
the people living in different corners of the country. Similarly class, 
regional, racial, gender issues have been. established in Nepali society 
which are the day properties for the people of Nepal and world. Third, 
Constituent Assembly, Federal Democratic Republic, the concept of new 
Nepal, restructure of the state are the basic achievements of this war. 
For this, thousands of great people of Nepal sacrificed their lives, many 
more got wounded and disappeared. To sum up the ideas it's a historical 
revolt. To my mind, the final victory is too near, we got victory and the last 
struggle is still going on and surely Nepali people will defeat the enemies. 
That would be the greatest achievement of People's War." · 

It is true that elsewhere in the same issue other, contradictory, 
message5 appear. For example: 

" Now, we are advancing ahead in the peaceful process through 
the historical process of the ten year long people's war and nineteen days 
people's movement. The goal of the great People's War is to move ahead 
in the direction of Socialism and Communism by establishing the New 
People's Republic in Nepal. At present, we are advancing ahead 
energetically to the direction to build new Nepal through the election of the 
constituent assembly (CA) as the starting point of achieving the goal."21 
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This statement, unlike most of the other passages and recent 
articles, reaffirms the communist orlontation of the struggle. But it too 
concludes by arguing thot the Constltuont Assembly is the vehicle for 
advancing in tlmt dlr ctlon. Nowhoro Is It oxplalnod why the consolidation 
of a "f d ml d mocratlc republic" Is a stepping stone to new democracy. 

Eclecticism Defended 

This whole approach of "combine two into one" is not unconsciou . 
In fact, it was one of the substantive arguments made in the CPN(M)'s 
reply to the letter of the RCP. In their letter they take to task our Party, 
and indeed the whole Maoist movement, for insisting on the principle 
enunciated by Mao that "one divides into two." Their. letter holds: -

"Historical and dialectical materialism is the philosophy of 
revolution; it not only applies to society but also in human thinking. The 
unity and struggle of opposites is its fundamental law. It means every 
entity divides into two, and each of the . two aspects ~ransforms into its 
opposite. We think the latter is the principal aspect for Lis~om munists. 

"It is our opinion that' the ICM, · in ge.neral, failed in the past to 
grasp the totality of this law of dialectics. Our class paid more attention 
to 'one divides into two' in the past and ·is doing so at present, but 
knowingly or unknowingly it has skipped grasping· and applying in practice 
the transformation of one aspect into its opposite, the _principal aspect." 

Comrades from one RIM organizatioh:.wrote:_ . >_ · · .... · -. 

"In reality, 'one divides into two' isn't just one 'aspect' of dialectics; 
rather it is a concentrated way ·of summing up the law of the unity of 
opposites, the fundamental law· of the universe, .and. -as -~u<;h, it also 
includes or encompasses the transforrnatloh ·of ttie ~6'asp.e~ : ¢ta 
contradiction into their opposite. Thi's -is the way Mao ·and the 
revolutionaries i·n China understood it too. For example; the pamphlet 
published by the proletarian line in China Three Major Struggles on 
China's Philosophical Front says that 'The concept of one divides into 
two that Chairman Mao put forward profoundly and concisely summarizes 
the law of the unity of opposites and grasps the heart of materialist 
dialectics."'26 

"According to the CPN(M), however, as· we see in the above 
mentioned quote, 'one divides into two' Is something different than and 
contrary to the transformation of the two aspects into their opposite (and 
they call for paying 'more attention' to this transformation instead of 'one 
divides into two'). Therefore, they do not see the process of the two 
aspects transforming into their opposites as a p~ocess of 'one divides 
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into two,' but as sometl1lng dlfforonl. lndopondont of tho Intentions of the 
CPN(M), this cnn only lonu to on orronoouo, motuphy0 1cal and oclectic 
conception ('two combltw Into ono') of quulltntlvo trnnoformatlon." 

Ind od, tho striving to comblno two opposltos and to mi~ labol thi"' 
s "dial ctics" is a feature that we can see In many aspocts of tho 

CPN(M)'s line. As we saw above, this understanding Is being openly and 
forcefully argued as a creative development of Marxism, a rectification 
of the one sidedness of the previous understanding forged by Mao and 
popularized world wide during the Cultural Revolution.29 The CPN(M) 
has become so permeated with the method of "on the one hand this, on 
the other hand that" that it has become second nature and is constantly 
given as the explanation for their successes. In fact, this is a dangerous 
and wrong worldview ~hich, far from guaranteeing the continued success 
of the · revolution, underpins a whole approach in theory and practice 
which threatens to reverse the revolution. 

One point in particular in the previously mentioned article needs 
to be emphasized here-the need for ... one to divide into two" does not 
mean that a communist party or group is destined to split and split again, 
as the CPN(M) argues. Repudiating revisio_nism and defeating an incorrect 
line can, and often does, lead to strengthening the party not only" 
ideologically·and politically but also in terms of organizational solidity, 
numbers, and influence and, ~ost importantly, ability t<:> make revolution. 

The Nepalese comrades are upholding the resoluti'on of the two 
line struggle between comrades Bhattarai and Prachanda in the CPN(M) 
as a model. We consider the "resolution" ofthat struggle to be precisely 
an example of "two into one," when opposite viewpoints are reconciled 
which can only, and did in this particular circumstance, · 1ead to the 
predominance· of the incur rect line.30 . 

The struggle against eclectics was an important feature of Mao 
and the revolutionaries in the Communist Party of China, especially in 
the final, and tragically losing, battle with Deng Xiao ping. Deng criticiz.ed 
the revolutionary headquarters for being "only" concerned about class 
struggle and hot "also" paying attention to production. Of course, this 
was a slander against'the revolutionaries ~nd Deng's real purpose was 
to negate and oppose Mao's teachings. 

The revolutionaries in the Communist Party of China (CPC) put it 
this way: 

"Eclecticism Is revisionism. In putting the three directives on~ par, 
and placing politics and economy, politics and vocational work and 
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technique all on an equal footing, Deng Xiao ping was using sophistry to 
negate the principal contradiction and the main aspect of a contradiction. 
This was an eclectic sleight of hund. Lonln polntod out In criticizing 
Bukharin: 'His tlleorotlcal attitude Is: "on tho ono hand, and on the other: 
That is eclecticism." (Once again on the Trado Unions, tho Currer1t 
Situation and the Mistakes of Trotsky and Bukharin). We can use the e 
very words to give an apt description of Deng Xiao ping. The phenomenon 
only shows the weak nature of the revisionists. They want to reverse the 
theoretical conclusions arrived at by Marxism Leninism Mao Tsetung 
Thought and replace them with revisionist theories. But revisionism goes 
against the Interests of the workers, peasants, soldiers, revolutionary 
cadres and revolutionary intellectuals, that is, the masses who comprise 
95 per cent of the population; and since practicing revisionism goes 
against the will of the people they dare not expose themselves too much, 
so they resort to eclectics because in falsifying Marxism in opportunist 
fashion, the substitution of eclecticism for dialectics is the easi est way 
of deceiving the masses. "31 

Crux of the Matter-Ideological and Political Line 

One of the most often cited quotations used by our Movement is 
Mao's celebrated formulation: "If one's line i~ incorrect, one's.downfall is 
inevitable, even with the control of the central, local and army leadership. 
If one's line is correct, even if one has. not a single soldier at first, there 
will be soldiers, and even if there is no political power, political power will 
be gained. This is borne out by the historical experience of our Party and 
by that of the international communist movement since the time of Marx .... 
The crux of the matter is line. This is an irrefutable truth. "32 

And indeed, this quotation does concentrate brilliantly and 
accurately expresses the relationship between a correct line and the 
consequences in practice of any given line. The political and ideological 
line is a concentration of the Class outlook, methodology and approach 
of a party (ideology) and the basic application of .this outlook to the 
question of waging the class struggle, seizing power.and advancing to 
communism (politics). Once the proletarian line is no longer in command, 
bourgeois goals, bourgeois methods and bourgeois politics will inevitably 
fi°ll the void. · 

Our own Movement was born out of precisely such a struggle 
against an incorrect ideological and political line, specifically the 
revisionist line that triumphed in China after the death· of Mao Tsetung 
by means of the coup d'etat directed at hlf, consistent followers. While 
the struggle in Nepal has not played the same kind of central and 
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defining role in the world as the revolution In China under Mao's 
leadership, it is still useful to romembor tho olrcumstancos of that great 
struggle on an International lovol. 

There were many parties and organizations who had profossed 
agreement with Mao Tsetung and the Cultural Revolution and thon went 
along with the revisionist usurpers In China. In the case of some it was 
open attraction to the politics of class collaboration, but in other case·s a 
kind of realpolitik prevailed by which communists in other countries 
refused to accept the responsibility for understanding and evaluating the 
line of the CPC. They argued Instead that the line of that Party was its 
"internal affair" and/or that the tremendous experience and prestige of the 
CPC meant that others had no real basis or capacity to understand the 
political line questions involved. Still others argued that the CPC had many 
previous two line struggles and even if there were elements that they found 
disquieting in Hua Kuo feng and Deng Xiao ping, China after all, was a 
socialist country, things might well be reversed in the future, etc. 

Some ·of this can be dismissed as slavish tailism and crass 
opportunism-for example, fear.of losing what support China may have 
given this or that movement. However, the problem .was much deeper 
than that: it went to the very way people looked at revolutionary 
experience, the understanding of internationalism and the 
responsibilities of communists in different countries for the problems of 
the movement as a whole. In short, criteria other than the correctness 
or incorrectness of the ideological and political li_ne were used to assess 
the situation in China and guide the "communists." The results of this 
pragmatism and opportunism were tragic. Most of the erstwhile 
communist movement crashed on the rocks, were unable to maintain 
their revolutionary bearings and ended up, more often than not, in 
reconciling with the existing reactionary order and/or disappearing 
entirely. Furthermore, the developments in China completely bore out 
the scientific predictions of what the result of the change in line in the 
CPC meant-namely the restoration of capitalism with the re emergence 
of all of the horrors, oppression and exploitation that is at the heart of 
this system. Almost alone in the world, RIM was able to keep its 
ideological bearings in the face of the reactionary ideological tsunami 
that accompanied the loss in China precisely because RIM was able, 
at least in its main aspects, to understand the reasons for the reversal 
in China and uphold the principal tenets of MLM, including as they had 
developed ·and were advanced by Mao. 

Today we cannot Indulge In anything less than the sa~e kin~ of 
thorough, scientific examination of reality and, on that basis, a firm 

[ 71 ] 

Escaneado con CamScanner 

https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download


orientation and d t rmlnntl 11 to cnrr y tho trugglo forward. Unfortunatel~ 
the ability of th M v 111 nt t c \Ir y Olli I hf o roopon lbllltlos has b 0~ 
und rmin d t n In I~ nlflc1H1t tf yr by uorno of tho w 1y tho Poru 
diffi ultl , ', 1 np1 ronch d. Whllo thl · Ir nol tho pluco to rovl th~t 

h I hi. t ry, th truth I that o wrong npprouch lntorforod with nd , 
tim ' n v rshadowed the correct revolutionary communist orl ntati(A'1 

up n ' rhich our Movement was founded. In particular, there arose th 
rit rion of "political truth/' an approach which abandoned principles and 

t ok decisions not on the basis of "seeking truth from facts" and applylng 
our revolutionary science to understanding reality but on the basis of what 
seemed. "useful." In particular this type of outlook was used to justify the 
"hoax" theory put fotward by the leadership of the Communist Party of 
Peru (PCP), which insisted, against available evidence, that Chairman 
Gonzalo had no connection to the Right Opportunist Line in.th¢ Party and 
that 10 even· investigate ·this possibility was to .commit the vilest treason. 
Today we are pay ing the price for those errors as well, as the Movement 
flounders in the face of a great challenge of stepping forward and coming 
to the assistance of the revolution in Nepal whi.ch has given so much to 
lhe international communist movement and which we hold so dear. 

Another quotation from Lenin often used _in our Movement but too 
aften misunderstood or ignored in practice Is worth .rep_eating.: ''There is 
one, and only one, kind of real internationalism, and that..is-working 
wholeheartedly for the development of the revolutionary moveriient and 
the revolutionary struggle in one's .own . counlry, .and supporting (by 
J>ropaganda, sympathy and material . aid) this struggle,. this, and only 
this, line in every country without exception." We have the responsibility 
of fighting -"for this, and only this,· line and no-- other" in Nepal, no less 
than the responsibility to advance the ·revolutionary struggle in one's 
own country. Otherwise. "proletarian internationalism'i is .reduced to a 
mockery and "international solidarity" is_ nothing more than a kind of_ 
•commodity exchange, II as can be . readily seen in the dealings of 
opportunists and revisionists .on the international level. Trading the 
·capital" of the struggle in Nepal (i.e., its influence &nQ prestige in the 
world) in ·return for silence or acquiescen·ce in a wrong line is t~e ·worst 
kind of opportunism. And we have also seen what happens if the "capital" 
loses its value, as was the case in Peru: people with this kind of approach 
are quick to look.for another trading partner. This is partially what explains 
how some who shamelessly tailed the screeching of PCP supporters 
against even the idea· of negotiations now find it so easy to s_wallow the 
CPN(Mfs "Comprehensive Peace Agreement." . · 

M.any comrades tall to understand what Is going on in Nepal, or 
. fail to draw the appropriate conclusions, because they have a great deal 
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of confidence and respect for tho loudors of tho CPN(M) and do not 
understand Nhy cormodos such oo thor;o would adopt a line which, 
obj ctively, s rv s tho offort9 of tho churn onomy to rolrnpo o roactionary 
ul on th ocl ly. Onco ogoln, tho control quostlon of political and 

I gi '- I lin Is replaced with tho subjocllvo roalm of lntontion . '/tie 
, n d ubt that Chairman Prachanda and other leaders of tho CPN{M) 
Ii v v ry much In the communist goal and are convinced that the 
sent steps they are taking are a necessary if convoluted means of 
ching this goal. And intentions do count in the sense that the comrades' 

esire to reach the communist future provides a favorable basis for 
struggle and a reason to believe that they can be won to understand why 
their present course is so harmful. But it is also true, as comrade Chang 
Chun chiao said_, that theory is t~e dynamic factor in ideology. It is the 
theories pf th~ CPN(M)..c.Qh,9ernlng tbe·riature of.the state, the summation 
of the proletarian ·. r~vo'luti()ns ·of the 20th century, ·how to understand 
democracy, and, on the, philosophical level, the Party's criticism of-the 
centrality of one divides into two •. that are playing the "dynamic factor" in 
transforming the ideology of the party. Thus it is necessary to sharply 
criticize and repudiate these erroneous theories, and without such 
repudiation even a shift of ta~tic or policy, however welcome such shifts 
would be, .is u~lik~ly-to g.et at ~he ro~t _?f the problem by .itself. 

Wliat Type.' of Ideological Synthesis Is Needed? 

Our previous exchange.of letters with the comrades of the CPN(M) · 
focused, among other ·. subjects,· on· the correct . understanding of 
"democracy'.' and its role in the revolutionary state. 

. . 

It should be apparent ·from ·reading the exchange of letters 
between our Party.·arid.·the C.PN(M) :t.hat the ideological and political 
differences· are not Hmited·to .the. question of the policies CPN(M) has 
adopted over the last two years nor even to the more general points 
about the nature of the new democratic revolution. Comrade Bhattarai's 
"New State" article that was .ttie original focus of our Party's criticism 
closely links its theses concerning.the "transitional state" to the author's 
summation of the exp·erience of the proletarian revolutions of the 20th 
century a·nd their reversals. 

One could s°ide.step this ·question with the observation that if the 
revolutionaries refuse to establish · the dictatorship of the proletariat In 
the first place there l's no reason to worry about preventing Its reversal. 
But there Is a very real link between the ideology and politics that the 
CPN(M) is developing as "democracy of the 21st century" and the tragic 
policies the CPN(M) Is carrying out today. Baslcally It comes down again · 
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to the ABCs of Marxism: tho prolotorlot, lod by a vanguard political par~1. 
must, by force, defeat tho oxlstlng oppurotus of tho state, establish l ~ 
own rule (cla s dlctntornhlp) ond u o thlo otuto powor to transform socie / 
step by .step untll tho very basis for clnssos no longor oxlsts, either Int~ , 
mat rial conditions of lite or in the thinking of pooplo. This crucial que ti'/ 
of the dictatorship of the proletariat has been at the heart of tho maj'1 
struggles between Marxism and revisionism throughout the whole hi tcr1 
cf the international communist movement, and It is no surprise to ~ 
them resurfacing today. 

It is most definitely the case that simply repeating the experience 
of the past, or simply recycling past polemics, cannot resolve the problem 
of how the proletarian revolution can reemerge from the cinders of defea 
and actually advance amidst tumultuous class struggle toward th~ 
communist future. Tremendous things were accomplished by our 
predecessors, which reached their greatest peak in the Great Proletariar 
Cultural Revolution led by Mao Tsetung. But the world moves on. 
humanity's understanding advances on different fronts, material 
conditions of life are transformed and revolution faces new ana 
wnexpected c~allenges. If we insist so much on the "dictatorship of the 
proletariat," it is not because it is an ABC of Marxism but because all that 
we understand about history and all that we can learn from contemporary 
society and the clas~ struggle argues th?t there is no other vehicle for 
reaching the goal of communist society-a goal which is possible and 
which corresponds more than ever to the needs of the masses of the 
people on this earth. The Chairman of our Party, Bob Avakian, has been 
working for several decades on the vexing problem of learning from the 
past experience, negative and positive, of th~ proletarian revolution, and 
has developed a new synthesis which he has referred to as "a solid core 
with a lot of elasticity." Comrade Avakian put it this way: 

"This new synthesis involves a recasting and recombining of the 
positive aspects of the experience so far of the communist movement 
and of sodalist society, while learning from the negative aspects of this 
experience, in the philosophical and ideological as well as the political 
dimensions, so ·as to have a more deeply and firmly rooted scientific 
orientation, method and approach with regard not only to making 
revolution and seizing power but then, yes, to meeting the materi I 
requirements of ,society and the needs of the masses of people, In n 
increasingly expanding way, in socialist so ciety-overcomlng the d ~ 
scars of the past and continuing the revolutionary transformation 
society, while at the same time actively supporting the world revolutlonar} 
struggle and acting on the recognition that the world arena and the world 
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struggle are most fundamental and Important, In an overall sense­
together with opening up qualltatlvel~( .. more space to give expression to 
the intellectual and cultural noo.ds'bf tho pooplo, broadly understood, 
and enabling a more dl~orso ·and rich procoss of oxploratlon and 
e perimentatlon in the realms of science, art and culturo, and ln1olloctual 
life overall, with increasing scope for the contention of different Ideas 

nd schools of thought and for individual Initiative and creativity and 
protection of individual rights, including space for individuals to interact in 
'civil society' independently of the state-all within an overall cooperative 
and collective framework and at the same time as state power is maintained 
and further developed as a revolutionary state power serving the interests 
of the proletarian revolution, in the particular country and worldwide, with 
this state being the leading and central element in the economy and in the 
overall direction of society, while the state itself is bejng continually 
transformed into something radically different from all previous states, as 
a crucial part of the advance toward the eventual abolition of the state with 
the achievement of communism on a world scale. 

"In a sense, it could be said that the new synthesis is a synthesis 
of the previous experience of socialist society and of the international 
communist movement more broadly, on th'e one hand, and of the 
criticisms, of various kinds and from various standpoints, of that 
experience, on the other hand. That does not mean that this new synthesis 
represents a mere 'pasting together' of that experience on the one hand, 
and the criticisms on the other hand. It is not an eclectic combination of 
these things, but a sifting through,. a recasting and recombining on the 
basis of a scientific, materialist and dialectical outlook and method, and 
of the need to continue advanci'ng toward communism, a need and objec 
tive which this outlook and ·method continues to point to- and, the more 
thoroughly and deeply it is taken up and applied, the more firmly it points 
to this need and objective."33 · · · 

The above excerpt expresses in a concentrated way how we 
understand the process of making revolution and continuing to go forward 
toward communism. Our fear is that instead of sifting through, recasting 
and recombining the criticisms of the socialist experience and integrating 
that into a deeper and more thorough understanding of the need for a 
revolutionary state power of the proletariat to transform society, the 
comrades of the CPN(M) are actually uncritically adopting wholesale 
ideological and political positions of. the opponents of the proletarian 
revolution. This Is particularly the case in how "democracy" Is being 
portrayed and promoted In a way that rips It out of Its historic and class 
content, treats it as an end rather than a means, and reduces the struggle 
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to one for formal political rights-bourgeois democracy. Twenty first centur
1 

democracy as tho commdo of tho CPN(M) aro portraying It, looks mor 
Ike tile 17th and 1 Oth ntur yd mocrocy proclolmod by Locke or Rou 
than th 21st ntur y 0111111u11l 1 t r volullon which wo nood to load. 

W mmot In thl · ur llcl rovlow ull of tho muny Important pCJifl ''J 
di LI". I 11 tlmt hnv omurgod In tho oxchange botwoon our Party ~' . 
th PN M) or in the other contributions of RIM parties and organizati ~ 
Th questions of ideological · and political line have imm n j~ 
· nplications for the future of our cause and we are more than a litfl. 
disturbed by the fact that many or even most of the RIM parties a , 
0rganizations apparently do not consider the current debate a crucia 
matter. The comrades of the CPN(M) told us to "be patient-wait an~ 
see." Well, we have not been patient and we have not just waited, but WE 

most certainly have seen. The ideological ·and ·political line that the 
CPN(M) adopted is being put into practice and the initial results are there 
to be seen now. Even more tragic and disastrous results will surely follo• 
unless the Party leadership finds the orientation and resolve to chart a 
different, and in a fundamental way, an oppo s·ite path. Contrary to the 
CPN(M)'s efforts to convince us that their theory is a result of their 
practice, we see the opposite. Theory, line, has preceded practice, has 
fed practice, as indeed it must. In 1996 it was the adoption of Maoism by 
Ile CPN(M) and in particular the theory of new democratic revolution 
and people's war that preceded-and prepared the initiation of the great 
People's War in Nepal and which remained the dominant and determining 
lne through ten years of heroic struggle .. Unfortunately, today it is an 
erroneous theory of fighting for a "transitional state" floating somewhere 
between the new democracy of the proletariat anq bourgeois democracy 
(in its form in the semi feudal and semi colonial countries) which is 
preceding, shaping and guiding the practice of the Party. 

What is needed now is for the RIM to come squarely to grips with 
its urgent responsibilities and really be the center of the world's Maoist 
forces that the world so desperately needs and really be the thorough 
going proletarian internationalists we claim to be. Today this is taking a 
particular focus in the struggle to save the revolution in Nepal. This very 
;mportant battle is part of a greater process of rescuing the communist 
project in the only way that it can be rescued, by confronting the ideological 
and political questions of revolution in the 21st century, daring to examine 
and reexamine our precepts and understandings and forging the solution 
to the problems of humanity. Our own steps along this process h 
convinced us, more than ever, of the vlablllty and necessity of ttle 
communist revolution. The great lesson of ten years of People's War in 
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Nepal is that it is possible, even in a generally unfavorable international 
situation and in a small country, to lond tho mussos to broak froe from a 
system dominated by imperlullsm oncJ ronctlon ur1c.J In o doing ha ton 
the downfall of that world systorn. Ftovolutlon In Nopul I , o any roal 
r volution will b , oxcoodlngly complox, rich, and difficult, and to adv nC'J 

tr m '' t p to another Is not easy. The Important thing Is to got back 
~ n th right road and use the most advanced and correct understanding 
'' uide the revolution forward. 

The Revolutionary Communist Party, USA March 19, 2008 
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27. Comrade Kiran, The Red Star no. 4, Fobruary 10·29, 2008. 

2s . .. The article from RIM comrad citos 7 /Imo Mn/or 9tm yloo Ufl Chino' Philosophical 
Front. "One divides into two," coflootly 1mclof8tuod oo a ouncl8o woy of oxpro8 Ing 
the law of ti! unity a11d struggle of opposites, ombraoos both a pool of tho ldrJnllty 

f p sit s: first, t11at tllo two aspocts of a contradiction mutually condition oar.h 
ti! r :ind xist in Ille same process, and second, that In glvon condition tt10 two 
~ .. , :w transformed into their opposite (the more Important aspect). fn "On 
l ntradiction," Mao explains that the coexistence and mutual conditioning of the two 

0 pposites corresponds to a situation of quantitative change ("relative rest"), and the 
transformation of the aspects into their opposite-to qualitative change, the leap in 
which the secondary aspect becomes principal and vice-versa (conspicuous change). 
Both phases are processes of the struggle of opposites, and therefore, they are 
processes in which "one divides into two," but in different conditions and moments. 
Mao sums it up in this way: 'Things are constantly transforming themselves from the 
first to the second state of motion; the struggle of opposites goes on in both states 
but the contradiction is resolved through the second state. That is why we say that 
the unity of opposites is conditional, temporary and relative, while the struggle of 
mutually exclusive opposites is absolute.'" 

. Of course, if an understanding is wrong or one-sided, it is correct to criticize it, even 
if it has been formulated by our great leaders. However, the principle of "one divides 
into two" as the fundamental law of dialectics is correct and should be mastered and 
applied and not repudiated. 

O. Central Committee Resolution, October, 2005: "What those discussions and 
interactions clarified was that comrade Laldhoj and other comrades were not for 
split, there remained no basic differenclJ even though · there were differences in 
emphasis and angle in some questions related with ideology of protracted nature, 
remained similar kind of thinking in tactic against the absolute monarchy, party could 
be carried forward more unitedly in the sensitive moment of history by criticizing and 
self-criticising, verbally and in written, the weaknesses emerged from several doubts 
in the past.'' 

1. Peking Review, 1976 

'2. From the _0th Natio[Jal Congress of the Communist Party of China, adopted August 
28, 1973. 

'3. Bob Avakian, Making Revolution and Emancipating Humanity, 2007 at revcom.us 

0 
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• 4-

L tter of the Communist Party 
of Nepal (Maoist) , :: :-

(June 2006) 
. . ' ( ·. / 

• , ' I 

To the Central Committee Reyolut.iori?ry . Co~munlst Party, 
US~ From CC CPN (M) June 2006 ... , . 

.. : : . 
Dear Comrades, "' _ - -·-

. The letter your Party had-written on -1· Octob_~·r·-20o~ :to ours had 
reached to our hand q~ite late, a·nd it was _necessary,,on our part to repfy 
to it quickly. But, we failed to do.so given 'that we:-wer_e very busy .with the 
speedily changin·g political situation in o_ur counfry a·nd the need _to lead ·1 

closely. However, firstly, we appreciate the initiative your Party· has taken 
up to put forward criticisms arid raise questions on our ideological ana 
political position and the tactics ... we h~v~ ·-adopted in recent_yea_rs and, 
secondly, we make an apology for being late in ,replying fo your letter. We 
firmly believe that the exchange of opinion wiil undoubtedly help identify 
the points of unity and disunity among us that, through-comradely struggle. 
will help develop a higher level of unity betWeen -'u.sby riarro'A'.-i ~g_ 9own the 
gap. We are in no doubt -that this process of line · struggle based on the 
ideological unity we already have will help both of our parties learn more 
from_each_ other and ~levate our._iq~ological gra~pJ~ -~-, Qi~~e(lev~I ; which 
in_ fact can be one ·of t_~e inipqrt~~t:q9:r-nerstoh:~~-;-tq.~ ~~ey~_lop!hQ ._MLM. in 
the twenty first century.- Definite1y·1rwill have .far :f~achj'ng. sigriifiqa·nce. 

Nevertheless, the letter -has rai~~d · s·~ iio·~·~. criticism· on the 
ideological and political line and tactics we have adopted to accomplish 
New Democratic Revolution in our coun.try and pave the way fo'r° socialism 
and communism. Not only this, your letter has accused us of sliding 
towards revisionism, though not mentioned directly.:ln this sense, th 
letter shows that we have serious differences in-:our ideological ar 
political grasp, which calls for thoroughgoing struggles. This reply of OU~ 
can only be the initiation of that struggle, not the end. 

Historical Context 

· Your Party, the RCP, USA, Is very much aware that WfJ. were trying \ 
to develop our Ideological and political line In an adverse international 
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situation .. We had shouldered this historic responsibility when the 
International Communist Movemont wos f oclng a sorlous setback the 
world over following c6untor rovolutlon In Russia and China, when our 
philosophy of MLM was facing ull round uttuck from tho lrnporlalists and 
revisionists, when tho world lmporlollst systom too hud undorgono a 
chang in which Inter Imperialist rivalry had weakonod and tho unipolar 
imp rialist plunder, mainly of US imperialism, was escalating all across 
th world in the form of a globalized state. In addition to this, the Peruvian 
People's War, which was the most inspiring movement for our Party in 
the 1980s, had suffered a serious ~bend in the road', and when other 
ongoing revolutionary armed struggles, quite a few in numbers, were 
gaining no momentum but were cycling around the same circle year · 
after year. On the other hand, the development of technology, mainly in 
the field of information, was making this world a·small unit, and the growth 
of bureaucrat capitalism in our semi feudal and semi colonial country 
had brought about a certain change in the class relations of society. All 
of these questions were pressing us to think more creatively about how 
a revolutionary line in our Party could be developed. The semi Hoxhaite 
dogmatic legacy of the MB [Singh] .school of thought, which was deep 
rooted in our veins, was. also creating obstructions to going ahead · 
creatively. It was really a challenging task subjectively. for us to come out 
from the aforesaid adversities. We_. came to realize· that the traditional 
way of thinking and applying MLM is not sufficient to face the new 
challenges created by the new· situation. H9wever, we were confident 
that a firm grasp of MLM ?nd a proletarian con1IT!itme}t to revolution 
could face this challenge. · . . 

Taking into account all these particularitiesofth~ new situation, our 
Party creatively developed its ideological and political line. Of course, the 
way we tried to apply historicarand dialectical materialism in the particularity 
of Nepalese society from the very beginnin·g of developing our line and 
preparing for People's War, from the early 1990s, was to a great extent 
different from how other communist parties did before and were doing 
then in the world. The firm grasp of MLM, the •concrete analysis of concrete 
conditions', ttie 'correct applicati.on of mass line' and the creative application 
of historical and dialectical materialism, the philosophy of revolutionary 
practice, in the particularity of Nepalese society were the basis with which 
we fought back alien ideologies and reactionary and revisionist. attacks 
against us, which in turn prepared the ground for 

1
us to initiate People's 

War in 1996. What we have achieved during the past ten turbulent years 
of class struggle is before the world's people. 

In fact, the past ten years have not been years of smooth sailing 
for us. We have gone through twists and turns, ups and downs, and 
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rights and lefts .. Every rovolutlon doo so. Whon wo applied our line in 
revolutionary pmctlc , It not only dovolopod Pooplo's War In leaps but 
also started gonomtlng now ldom; so ns to onrlch tho phllosophica1 
arsenal of MLM. It Is known to your Party that tho oxporloncos and th~ 
set of 11 w Ideas that we gathered from the revolutionary practice of th'l 
initial five years had already been synthesized as Prachanda Pa1h in 
2001. It is heading towards a higher level of another synthesis. 

From the time when we established our proletarian internationalist 
relations with your Party through RIM, though we have basic unity 
between our two parties, we have not found your Party satisfied with our 
political line and tactics at different historical turning points. Even now, 
your Party, RCP, USA, is looking at our Party mainly with the same eyes 
with which it used to see 15 years before. Frankly, RCP never correctly 
understood our Party, its political line and the tactics we adopted at times. 
The traditional way of thinking and the dogmatic understanding of MLM 
that the RCP is suffering from has made your.Party unable to understand 
ours at every turning point of history. Just for example, when we had 
united with Lamas, in 1991, your Party reached a conclusion that the 
u.nity was wrong and it was a deception to the proletarian revolution in 
Nepal. When we partially used parliamentary elections, you thought that 
we were bogged down in parliamentarism. In your Party's opinion, MB 
Singh, who opposed our Party unity as revisionist and partial use of 
parliamentary struggle as parliamentarism, was correct. When· we sat 
for two negotiations with the enemy you thought that we were finished. 
But, the objective reality never proved your judgment· to be correct, 
because it was the result of your dogmatic analysis and. subjective 
synthesis. Now, we understand that you don't agree with our present 
tactics of ceasefire, interim constitution, interim government, constituent 
assembly election and democratic republic to be established by extensive 
restructuring of the state. It is because your way of thinking is subjective 
and does not follow the mass line. The present letter is a proof of that.. 
However, it is our firm belief that with the correct grasp of MLM and its 
creative application in our particularity we will be able to establish a new 
democratic state under the leadership of the proletariat, possibly soon in 
our country, which will objectively prove your disagreement, serious 
criticism and indirect accusation of revisionism· raised in the letter to be 
utterly subjective and wrong. 

Experience Of History And Our Effort 
History Is a witness that the proletarian class had succeeded in 

establishing its power In almost one third of the globe, with the breath 
taking sacrifice of millions in the twentieth century. The imperialist world 
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system of war and aggression for loot and plunder of the poor nations 
and people of the under developed countries was under threat from the . 
socialist system. Poverty, deprivation, corruption, unomployment, etc. -
the general phenomena of tho cnpltnllst modo of production - had been 
basically eliminated from those socialist countrlos. 

But questions have come up as to why those proletarian powers 
turned into their opposites without any bloodshed, right after the demise 
or capture of the main leadership? Why did Comrade Stalin fail to control 
the emergence of revisionists from within the Party he had led, despite 
that he did his best, including forceful suppression against them? Why 
did the CPC under Mao's leadership, despite that it launched the Cultural 
Revolution, fail to stop revisionist Deng and his clique from grabbing 
power after his demise? Why did the Russian Red Army that was able to 
defeat the fascist Hitler and his powerful army with the sacrifice cf about 
20 million Russian patriots, fail to retain proletarian power after the death 
of Comrade Stalin? Why did the Chinese PLA, which was able to defeat 
Japanese imperialist aggression and 5.5 million in the Chinese 
reactionary army, turn out 'to be a silent spectator when the revisionist 
Deng clique grab~ed power? Why did the Vietnamese people's army, 
which wa~ able to defeat the US army, the strongest army in the world, 
and equipped with the most sophisticated weapons, fail to notice the 
transfer of proletarian power into its opposite? These and alike are the 
questions for which we are trying to find correct answers. Only cursing 
the revisionists does not solve the problem. 

It goes against dialectics to believe that we are immune to 
committing any mistakes while translating MLM intq practice. Therefore, 
we not only welcome but demand suggestions and criticism from our 
comrades the world over. In this sense, We very much welcome your 
creative sugge'stions and criticism .. But, we have been very much 
frustrated by how you understand us, and your effort to teach us the 
basics of MLM as if we don't know them at all or we have.derailed from 
it. We clearly observe inconsistency between what ideological and politi~al 
assistance we need from our international comrades and what they, 
presently the RCP, are providing to us through this letter. We need 
assistance in our effort to try to connect the missing links in the ICM by 
which _our class had to lose its power in the twentieth century, but your 
letter is trying to draw us back to the struggle around the basic and 
classical questions of MLM. We want debate on the aforesaid questions 
to overcome the problems our movement faced in the 20s, when we 
have got no undisputed answer to date. Your letter does not focus on 
those ideological and political questions, but mainly teaches the ABC_ of 
Marxism. It is frustrating us. 
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Historical and dialectical materialism is the philosophy of revolution· 
' it not only applies to society but also in human thinking. The unity and 

struggle of opposites Is Its fundamontal law. It means every entity divides 
into two, and each of tho two uspocto transforms into its opposite. 'Ne 
think the Intl r Is tho prlnclpal uspoct for us communists. 

It is our opinion that the ICM, In general, failed In the past to gra~p 
the totality of this law of dialectics. Our class paid more attention to 'or:r; 
divides into two' in the past and is doing so at present, but knowingly 
unknowingly it has skipped grasping and applying in practice t n ~ 
transformation of one aspect into its opposite, the principal aspec. . 
Because of this mistaken grasp, in practice at least, our class applied 
the dialectics of negation in two line s.truggle so as to create splits among 
our own ranks instead of helping to unite by creating the material 
environment to make the wrongdoing comrades transform. In other words, 
our class practiced unity struggle split, not unity struggle transformation. 
The fatal consequences that the communists are confronting to date 
justifies [proves] this fact. Our ranks must correct it, and our Party is 
trying to do so. 

Now the question comes up, how can· we help the fellow travellers 
to correct their mistaken ideas? Definitely, we don't have any magicaJ 
rod. Firstly, and importantly, it is th~ correct grasp and appropriate 
application of dialectical materialist principles.in the practice of two line 
struggle within the proletarian Party that can correct the mistaken ideas 
of given comrades. And secondly, it is the masses of the people, the 
proletariat and oppressed class, that can help their leaders transform by 
supervising, controlling and intervening, if necessary, upon them and 
the institutions they work in. We say, "Revolution from within the 
revolution", and of course believe that it is the developed practical 
manifestation of and so the development of the Great Proletarian Cultural 
Revolution, as propounded by Mao. In other words, it is the process of 
making mass action against the mistaken leaders a regular phenomenon 
under the dictatorship of the proletariat. We believe this is how the Party 
of the. proletariat can help the wrongdoing comrades to transform in the 
service of the oppressed people and thereby check counterrevolution 
from within its ranks. We will discuss later on how we are trying to develop 
the mechanism and methodology to achieve this goal. 

State, Democracy And Dictatorship Of The Proletariat 

It is the ABC of Marxism that state power Is an inevitable means to 
apply dictatorship upon one class by another In a class s~ciety. In a 
letter, dated 5 March 1852, to Weydemeyer, Marx says, "What I did that 
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was new was to prove: 1) that the exlstenco of classos Is only bound up 
with particular historical phasos In tho dovoloprnont of production; 2) 
that the class struggle nocossnrlly loudo to tho dictatorship of the 
proletariat· 3) that thl dictatorship ltsolf only constltulo" tho transition to 
th ab liti n of all classos and to u classloss sooloty .. .. " In tho samo way, 
in hi fam u worl , State and Revolution, Lenin says, "Only ho Is a Marxist 

1h xt nd the recognition of the class struggle to the recognit ion of 
- dictatorsli ip of the proletariat." 

For those who claim to be communists to think that both of the 
hostile classes in a society enjoy equal rights under the existing state 
power is sheer nonsense and unscientific. The fact is that the class in 
power enjoys democracy and applies dictatorship over the enemy class. 
Hence, democracy and dictatorship are two opposites of a single entity, 
state power. That is why there can be no absolute -democracy in a class 
society nor can absolute dictatorship exist there. It is entirely true for 
both of the states, the bourgeoisie or the proletariat. When classes cease 
to exist in society, then the state. power too ceases to exist, and 
consequently both dictators_ hip and democracy wither away. Where should 
we focus on is how our practice of democracy and proletarian dictatorship 
can lead to the abolition · of state power and the withering away of both 
democracy and dictatorship from soCiety. 

Of course, our Party's serious concern is how the proletarian class, 
when it reaches power after the violent overthrow of its enemy, can 
strengthen the dictatorship over its antagonistic class so that it can continue 
towards the abolition of the state by preventing counterrevolution. We 
believe that the more democracy for the oppressed classes is guaranteed, 
the stronger will be the voluntary and principled unity among them, which 
as a consequence will strengthen the dictatorship over the bourgeois class. 
When democracy does not take root in the entire oppressed classes, then 
bureaucratic tendencies emerge in the Party, state and the society as well 
that consequently weaken the dictatorship of the proletariat. The history 
of the ICM and our own practice' of people's power, though in an immature 
form, have demonstrated us this. This is why we have been emphasizing 
developing democracy under t~e proletarian di~tatorship. 

Now, we would like to see how our pioneering leaders looked at 
democracy under socialist society and the state. The Communist 
Manifesto, on page 57 writes, " ... that the first step in the revolution by 
the working class, is to raise the proletariat to the position of ruling class, 
to win the battle of democracy." 

In his famous work "The Socialist Revolution And The Right Of 
Nations To Self Determin~tion (Theses)", Lenin writes, "The socialist 
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revolution is not one single act, not one single battle on a. single front. 
but a whole epoch of intensified class conflicts, a long series of battre 
on all fronts, i.e. battles around ·111 tho probloms of oconomlcs and politics. 
which can culminat only In tho oxproprlutlon of tho bourgoolsle. It wou111 
be a f undamcntnl mistake to suppose that tho strugglo for domocrar,~ 
can div rt the proletariat from the socialist revolution, or obscur , u 
overshadow it, etc. On the contrary, just as socialism cannot be victori V" 

unless it introduces complete democracy, so the proletariat will be unatj'! 
to prepare for victory over the bourgeoisie u~less it wages a many siderj, 
consistent and revolutionary struggle for demo~racy." 

Let us quote Mao from his "Speech at the Second Plenary Session 
of the Eighth Central Committee of the Communist Party of China". (Vol. 
5, 15 November 1956). He says,"We are not even afraid of imperialism, . / 

so why should we be afraid· of great democracy? Why should we be 
afraid of students taking to the streets? Yet among our Party members 
there are some who are afraid of great democracy, and this is not good. 
Those bureaucrats who are afraid of great democracy must study 
Marxism hard and mend their ways." 

-

From the above quotations we find the Communist Manifesto, 
Comrade Lenin and Comrade Mao urging for democracy. But we find 
the past practice of proletarian democracy was inadequate, particularly 
in the lack of a specific. mechanism and appropriate meth odology to 
institutionalize it, which as a·consequence weakened the dictatorship of 
the pro(etariat. We are not arguing for something new, not in MLM, but 
what we are suggesting. is to connect the missing link of the past to 
make both democracy and the dictatorship of the proletariat more 
effective. So, we don't think your Party should be afraid of the democracy 
that we are talking about. Rather, we want your Party to concentrate 
more on how the genuine democracy of .the proletariat can be established 
so that the voluntary unity of the whole oppressed classes can exercise 
effective and real dictatorship over their class enemy. 

Of course, we have put forward some proposals to develop a 
methodology and mechanism within the state so that it can effectively help 
implement the dialectical relation between proletarian dictatorship and 
democracy in society. We have seen Chinese practice, the latest where we 
find eight different political parties of various sections of the masses, not of 
the enemy class, playing a co operative role in the people's government. W 
think it was mechanical and formal, so it is inadequate. What we h 
proposed is to raise this multiparty co operation to the level of multlparty 
competition in the proletarlan state within an anti teu dal (or anti bourgeois) 
and anti imperialist constltutlonal framework. The RCP's criticism that the 
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CPN (Maoist) Is sliding towards tho obandonmont of the proletarian 
dictatorship by adopting bourgooln formal domocmcy roflocts your· Party's 
unawareness to rooch ut tho crux ol th problom wo ' ro rai(!lng. So, instead 
of a cu ing us of hnvlng mJoptod bourgoola domocrncy, wo r quo~t RCP to 
t k it rl u ·ly and launch doboto f rorn tho holght wo nood. 

Now a question arises, what the Party of tho prolotarlat will do if it 
is d f atcd in elections under multiparty competition, which wo think i"' 
, ur main concern. We believe this question Is less serious and les 

dangerous than, what will the proletarian class do if its Party in state 
power degenerates into revisionism? These are the questions related to 
how to develop a methodology and mechanism to continue the revolution 
until communism amidst various internal and external threats of counter 
revolutio~. This is why we have proposed. that the constitu1ion, which is 
put into action after the proletarian class seizes power, should provide 
the right for the oppressed classes, not the enemy, to rebel against the 
Party, if it turns revisionist, and to form a new one to continue the revolution 
under the given circumstances. 

On the other hand, the Party's necessity to go for the people's 
mandate makes them more responsible towards the masses of people. 
If they are not to face competition among the masses to remain in the 
leadership of power, then there remains a material basis, in which the 
relation between the ·Party and the masses becomes formal and 
mechanical, consequently it provides an opportunity for bureaucracy to 
breed up from within the Party itself. Past experience justifies this. Hence, 
we believe multi party competition for the people's government and, along 
with this, the people's right to supervise, control and intervene, including 
the recalling of their representatives from power, provides a kind of hook 
in the hands of the masses that can drag the wrongdoing comrades into 
their court, This process makes the relation between the Party and the 
masses livelier and vibrant, which creates a helpful objective environment 
for the wrongdoers to transform, either in a positive or negative direction. 

Criticizing our position, your letter writes,"We feel that to make the 
most essential question one of formal democracy, and its expression in 
elections, competing political parties, and the like, is a serious mistake 
and will . strengthen tendencies toward the abandonment of the 
dictatorship of the proletariat, or its outright overthrow by counter 
revolutionaries." We don't think the question is as simple as you hav 
placed here. Everyone knows there was no multiparty competition, and 
the like, in Russia and China, which according to you Is tho main source 
of strengthening tendencies towards tho abandonment of tho dictatorship 
of the proletariat. Then why did Russia and China fall to sustain the 
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revolution and continue with the dictatorship of the proletariat unu1 
communism? Multiparty compotltlon Is not the only way by which 
imperialism can piny a rolo to rovorno tho rovolutlon. Wo request comrade 
to tocus the debate on what positive und nogatlvo consoquoncos it can 
lead to if such a competition Is put Into pructico undor tho prolotarian 
dictator hip, but not to reject It outright by accusing It as formal dornocra<..y 
of the bourgeoisie. Simply criticizing our proposals, based on logical 
arguments, does not solve the problem that our class is confronting now. 
We think the fate of the proletarian revolution in the twenty first century 
relies on our generation, mainly our two parties at present. We request 
RCP to dare to break the traditional way of dogmatic thinking and raise 
the level of struggle to meet the need of the day. 

We would like again to quote two sentences from your letter. It writes, 
"China did not just gradually become more and more capitalist, more and 
more 'totalitarian', as the state grew stronger and stronger. In order for 
capitalism to be transformed state power had to be seized by the capitalist 
readers, which they did through a coup d'etat after Mao's death." Firstly, 
this kind of interpretation doesn't represent dialectical materialism, because 
it negates the inevitability of quantitative development for a qualitative leap. 
There was a material basis mainly in the superstructure for the counter 
rev elution to take place, which was constantly developing from within the 
socialist state itself. Had there been no such situation, why had Mao to 
struggle against various evils like, for example, the three excesses and 
five excesses and finally launch the GPCR against the revisionist 
headquarters? Had there been no such material basis, counter revolution 
could not have taken place in a single stroke on the wish of revisionists .. 
Rather, the fact is Mao was late to foresee this situation. 

Secondly, this kind of argu_ment leads to the conclusion that it is 
the revisionists alone who· are responsible for counter revolution. This 
way of thinking does not go into the depth of the problem but skips the 
question of why revolutionaries failed to prevent the emergence of 
revisionists from within a revolutionary party. Revolutionaries must not 
remain self content only by cursing revisionists for the damaging 
consequences, but should emphasize more what mistakes they made in 
the past and what measures they should take to correct them at present. 
The trend of cursing others for a mistake and enjoying oneself from such 
acts does not represent either a proletarian responsibility or culture. 

Democratic Republic· - A Transitional Form 

Let us Initiate our discussion on this topic by quoting a sent n 
from your letter to us. It writes,'The role and character of the ruling class 
and their political representatives, such as the parliamentary parties. 
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are determined fundamentally not by tholr rolatlon to tho monarchy but 
by their relationship to Imperialism and foudullom." Strotoglcally, It Is very 
much correct. But, In our coso, ovon though thoro lo no fundamontal 
difference betweon monarchy nnd tho purllomontarlan partlo 

tr t gically on tho question of thoir relation to foudallsm and lmporiali m, 
in tactical sense there are some conflicting aspects existing between 
h m. It was tor this reason that we have been able to take advantage of 

ir conflict during the past ten years of People's War. This conflict is 
not yet resolved. Our political tactics of an Interim government, constituent 

ssembly and democratic republic of this conflict. 

The political resolution that our Central Committee Meeting 
adopted unanimously in 2005 clarifies our position on this tactical slogan. 
It reads, "Now the slogan of interim government, election of the constituent 
assembly and democratic republic that our Party, taking into account the 
international and domestic balance of power, has formulated is a tactical 
slogan put forward for the forward looking political way out. Remaining 
clear on the principle that the tactics must serve s~rategy, our Party has 
viewed the democratic republic neither as the bo1:1rgeois parliamentarian 
republic nor directly as the new democratic one. This republic, with an 
extensive reorgani?ation of the state power as ·to resolve the problems 
related with class, nat.ionality, region .a·n·d sex. prevailing in the country, 
would play a role of transitional ~ultiparty r~public. Certainly, the 
reactionary class and their parties will try to transform this republic into a 
bourgeois parliamentarian one; whereas.our Party of the proletarian class 
will try to transform it into a new democratic republic. How long the period 
of transition will be is not a thing that can right now be ascertained. It is 
clear that it will depend upon the then national and international situation 
and state of power balance. As for now, this slogan has played and will 
play an important role to unite all the forces against the ab solute 
monarchy dominant in the old state, for it has been a common enemy for 
both revolutionary and parliamentarian forces." We don't think more 
explanation is required to clarify our position on this tactic. 

The question of the People's Liberation Army (PLA) is very much 
linked with this tactical slogan. Clarifying our position on the PLA, a 
unanimous resoll)tion of the CC meeting held In 2006, writes, "In the present 
context, when domestic and foreign reactionary elements are conspiring 
agrunst the Nepalese people's aspiration of progress and peace, the whole 
Party from top to bottom must give maximum emphasis to the question of 
consolidating and expanding the People's Liberation Army and keeping 
them prepared to go any time Into the war front. In the present sensitive 
stage, when imperialism and reaction will struggle to disarm the People's 
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Liberation Army, and our Party will struggle to dissolve the 'royal' army in 
the front of talks, if the Party f allod to consolidate and expand the Peoplo·~ 
Liberation Army and keep it proparod 24 hours for war, the Nepalese poor1'! 
would suffer a big defeat. Tho Party can havo a lot of cornprornisos in tt i 

domain of politics and diplomacy, but will never give up the roal stronr th 
the People's Liberation Army and the arms they posses that the Nepal(;;t; 
people have gained with the blood of thousands of martyrs. Its name ar 
structure can be changed in accordance with the verdict of the people, bu 
even its name will not be changed as to benefit the imperialists and reacticn 
and their wishes and demands. The Party will never tolerate any vacillation 
in this basic class and theoretical question." 

In general, tactical political slogans are materialized less in practice. 
This is because reactionary think tanks understand that it has a direct 
link with the strategic goal of the revolutionaries, and they know that the 
proletarian class takes advantage of it. But sometimes they are compelled 
to agree with it becaµse the next alternative remaining for them becomes 
worse than that. In this sense, revolutionaries must not put forward tactical 
political slogans with the assumption that they are not being put into 
action. That is why our tactics has been so adopted that in both cases, 
whether it is being put into action or not, it can be linked wit~ the strategic 
goal for a higher level of offensive against the enemy. The main thing tt 
needs to have is the political strength to weaken and isolate the enemy 
by rallying people around this slogan. When the politics of the proletarian 
class gets established among the masses, then the masses will have no 
hesitation to rally around the Party raising that slogan. We believe this 
slogan has been doing this. 

The democratic republic can take its shape only after the restructuring 
of the state, which the document has clearly mentioned. It will be structured 
so as to resolve the basic problems of the oppressed classes, nationalities, 
sex and regions, the content of the new democratic revolution. In whatever 
ways we manoeuvre in between with this terminology, it does not make any 
difference in the essence of the strategic goal. What we can say now to your 
Party is, just be patient - to wait and see. 

Strategy And Tactics 

Dialectical and historical materialism, the revolutionary ideology. 
is a science, and revolutionary politics is the art of developing tactics in 
favour of the proletarian class interest. Tactics cannot be copied from a 
book, nor can anyone away from the knowledge of objective realit)' 
suggest it. It is creatively developed on the basis of the concrete analysis 
of concrete conditions. In this sense, one should .be very flexible in tactics. 

[ 90] 

Escaneado con CamScanner 

https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download


because the objective situation go Oil ohunglr1 I· But ntr 1togy ropro onts 
specific tmgot or gonl so ns to rouolvo tho buolo ooritrncJlc,tlcm In th'l 

Iv n so i ty. Th rovolutlonorlou mu 'l rornuln firm on tmto"y till tho tJa It; 
ntmdi 'ti ns of th socloty oro rosolvod. And tactics munt orv trato y. 

M m ri ing things from books and lntorprotlng for hours and hour 
n th ir basis Is one thing, and applying them in living practice I 

qu litatively another. Frankly speaking, It Is very easy not to commit any 
mistakes in strategy. But it is extremely difficult to take up and apply 
appropriate tactics in the service of strategy. It Is dangerous too. Where 
there is more danger, there is more opportunity, this is dialectics. The 
test of revolutionaries, including your Party, is best taken by tactics, not 
strategy. Therefore, the fate of the revolution depends fully not on the 
strategy alone, but on what kinds of tactical moves one adopts at various 
junctures of the revolution to attain the strategic goal. 

We can confidently say that we have been correctiy applying the 
dialectics of strategic firmness and tactical flexibility in our revolutionary 
practice, since before the initiation of the People's War. It is open to the 
world's people, including your Party, that we had united with revisionists, 
we had been in parliament with 11 MPs, v;e ·already had two rounds of 
negotiations with the enemies, and the third round is going on. The Interim 
Government and constituent assembly election are on the immediate 
agenda. Comrades, if we were wrong in handling the dialectics of tactical 
flexibility and strategic firmness in our practic~ of waging class struggle, 
we would have been finished quite before. Any one of these tactical moves 
was enough to make us revisionist, the whole set was not necessary. 

Yes, there is always a serious danger of tactics eating up strategy 
or policy eating up politics, the synthesis of MKP according to your letter. 
Tactical flexibility without strategic firmness creates this danger, and its 
ultimate consequence is reformism and revisionism. It is manifested in 
the form of 'fighting to negotiate', not 'negotiating to fight'. But, there is 
other danger too, which you did not mention in your letter. It is: strategy 
becoming tactics; in other words, having no .tactics, or politics eating up 
policies. To say this in another way, it is strategic firmness without tactical 
flexibility, of which the end result is dogmato sectarianism. 

Those who are drowned in the quagmire of tactical flexibility without 
strategic firmness understand our Party as dogmatic, whereas, those 
who are suffering from the jaundice of strategic firmness without tactical 
flexibility see us moving towards reformism and revisionism. Confidently, 
what we can say is that both of these accusations are wrong, but we are 
correct, because we have been applying In our practice strategic firmness 
and tactical flexibility dialectically. The qualitative leap of the People's 
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War ih the past ten and a half yoars justifies this fact. 

Our Party Is vory koonly trying to loom from the experience o 
revolutionary strug los ond tactlcol movoG of tho lnlornatlonal Commur,;, 
Movement, in g nernl, ond tllo latest oxporloncos of Poru and Nicatagr.)1 
in particular .. We believe that both ways of adopting tactics, in Peru ~ ~ 
Nicaragua, were wrong. We are confident that we can protec / 
movement from the mistakes committed in these two countries. 

On the basis of our experience of unity and struggle with your Pa / 
in the past in general and your letter at present in particular, we belie _ 
that your Party is deeply suffering from the dogmato sectarian tre 
Therefore, we are not surprised to receive from your Party a warning 
through your letter in which it has doubted that our revolution is slidir~ 
towards revisionism. We know it is not your wish to indirectly accuse us c' 
revisionism, but it is your way of thinking that has led you to this conciusi 
Nevertheless, we don't claim that we are immune to committing ar. 
mistakes in our path. In this sense, your letter has contributed signifi 
to alerting us to the possible dangers ahead on our journey. 

New Democratic Republic Of N~pal And The Army 

What our present position is on the PLA in the context, when yo 
letter has suspected us of dissolving it, has been clarified in the part ci 
the document excerpted before. We don't think it necessary to elaborate 
on this more. But, given our geopolitical situation, we are developing 
some concepts about the strength of the army in the New Democratic 
Republic of Nepal. It is a geographical fact that our country, inhabitee 
only by 25 million people, is sandwiched between two giant nations, India 
and China, each of which has more than one billion inhabitants. Chinese 
military strength is being developed so as to counter US imperialism. 
The Indian army is known to be the fourth strongest army in the world. 
From the resources we have in our country and the strength of our PLA 
even if we recruit all of the youths within it, we cannot think of defeating 
either of the armies neighbouring us, let alone the US imperialist army, 
to defend our geographical integrity from foreign military aggression. 

,. 

In this objective situation, we have to maintain our army not to fight 
foreign military aggression, but so as to provide military training to t • 
general masses in the form of the militia. Only the armed sea of the mass 
equipped with revolutionary ideology and politics, can defend our 
geographical integrity. Just for example, we have a brilliant history of hero· 
struggles in the past. The Nepalese masses equipped with domestic 
weapons and aged from 11 to 65 years had, under the leadership of patriotic 
army generals like Bhakti Thapa and Balbhadra Kunwar, defeated British 
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aggressor attacking from the South, in Nnlupani. ( · nod upon tho aforesaid 
historical fact to , w thinl< tlrtt <' 01110 thounmKl1• of th PLA will bo sufficient 
to train tl1 11 ml mos" l ' ' ' n1 to I f n I ti r oo Jr'1phleal intr•grlty 
und r th N w I Ill 'rnlic nnd "ochli1 t I topubllc of Nopril. 

ur I i11 t lms d v 'lopod this concept on tho ba It! of thn bitt'Jr 
1 i 11 , f th 1 ast revolutions too. This moans it is rolatod to how 

th r lati n b tween the army and the general masses can be 
, intnin d as cordial as it was before the capture of power. But, after 

th izure of power, if the PLA are set in big permanent army barracks, 
j ctively this would cut off the previous vibrant relation of 'water and 

fish' and 'soil and seed' between the general masses and their army, 
and consequently a bureaucratic set up would start getting its shape 
from within this. This is why we are for developing a new methodology 
and mechanism by which bureaucracy could be frustrated from within 
the army so that a strong people's relationship with them is maintained. 
We think this way of maint~ining the People's Army can democratize it 
more, can involve them more with mass activities and strong ideological 
and political unity, which so develops among their ranks and the masses, 
and enables them to fight unitedly against both threats, internal and 
external. This can also be a new concept for maintaining the army in 
the socialist countries, in the 21st -century, to fight international 
imperialism. We want to debate from this height. 

Miscellaneous points 
Let us excerpt some of. the important parts of a sentence or 

sentences from the latter part of your letter under different headings like, 
· A Questionable Propos al","On The International Community"·,"Nepal 
and the Imperialist World Order", etc. These are as under: 

"And, it must be pointed out, if the enemies were to accept such a 
'political solution' it could well b.e coupled with, or be a prelude to,· relying 
on military means to enforce a military solution, as we have seen far too 
often in history (Indonesia, Chile, Iraq in 1965)." 

" ... it is equally true that the existing world order will not tolerate a 
genuine people's revolutionary state." 

" ... an unwritten consensus in the international community that the 
Maoists must not be allowed to come to power .... We think it is very 
accurate." 

" ... the 'international community' - will bitterly oppose you and do 
everything they can to prevent you from coming to power In the first 
place, and to overthrow your rule, if you do succeed In coming to power, 
and this will very likely involve different types of military aggression as 
well as economic sabotage and blockade, espionage activities and the 
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financing and train in of counter rovolu tlonarlos all of which is "busines, 
as usual" for th lm1 rloll t tut s ond Ind la ns woll, for that matter." 

Fir t f II, w would Ill< lo ny thut your ooncorns oxpross d 1 
thes , q t. I v r y mu ·h corroct, oo wo huro thorn. lrnporlali m ,,, 
not t I mt nny r v lut lonury to rulo In any part of this oarth a fon' ;}· 
th r n .. ll wa not true that the CPSU and CPC first mado Imperial! (I 

ha r' 11th their politics and tactics, and then collected support to e tatfi') 
th dictatorship of the proletariat in their countries. Also it was not tru'! 
that they successfully established the dictatorship of the proletaria 
because they were superior to imperialism militarily. The fact was tha 
the Party of the proletariat was superior in mobilising people around it 
handling contradictions among the enemies and using them in one'· 
favour dialectically, because their outlook was scientific and they were 
far sighted. The same is true for now also. 

From the whole of your letter, it implies that imperialism will nni 
allow any revolutionaries to have a political settlement in a peaceful way 
and will conspire with 'business as usual' to destroy revolution .. And · 
also implies that what our. Party is doing -now tactically is wrong and 
nonsense. Therefore your letter has suggested us to go straightforward 
in a military way, with 'business as usual'. We appreciate your concern· 
but we understand imperialism will not tolerate us in power at all, as long 
as they can, even if we go with 'business as usual' too. That is why, 
whether imperialism will tolerate us or not is not the question at all behind 
our tactics; with which tactics we can defeat imperialism in the present 
context is the only question. We are not self assured on the question that 
imperialism will allow resolving the civil war peacefully in the way our 
Party wants, but we are confident that we can defeat imperialism and 
their puppets in the military front by going through this tactic only. This is 
the question of applying the mass line correctly. 

Yes, there are some confusing positions in our interpretations, in 
several contexts. We think sometimes they are necessary. If we can 
confuse our enemies and the international community with our tactical 
dealings, it can divide them to a certain extent, which will benefit our 
revolution. Problems will arise only if the Party of the proletariat itself is 
confused. So long as the ideological and political line is clear and the 
Party is committed to accomplishing its strategic mission, it can lead the 
masses In all circumstances. Revolutionaries can lead the masses ahe 
from the height of consciousness they acquire from the class struggle in 
society, not from the height of consciousness the Party of the proletari t 
has. It is a question of not dictating to them to do what we want, but ol 
being together with the masses to deal with the situation and applying 
the mass line to develop their consciousness. 
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Your letter has very approhonslvoly mlsod ono question. If the 
enemy accepts your domnnd, just for oxmnplo, a constituent assembly, 
you are obllgnt d ton roo with It; oth rwloo you wlll loso the confidence 
of th mu · ·. W opµr clnlo your onxloty. But wo undor t ncJ that a 

n ti 11 nt n s mbly In il•'olf Is not u solutlon, but It political content 
n b . F r xample, If the constituent assembly can en ure the 

i lution of the royal army, the reorganization of the national army 
und r our leadership, the implementation of revolutionary land reform 

sed upon the policy of land to the tiller, the right of nations to self 
determination, an end to social discrimination, development and 
prosperity, etc., why should one oppose it? By this, we mean that the 
constituent assembly is decided by its political content, not by its form. It 
is not an inert thing but full of contradictions, .only what is required is our 
capability to use those contradictions in favour of our strategic goal. 

The masses never compromise with their necessities but prefer 
peaceful execution. It is the task of the revolutionary parties to prove 
through practice that their necessities are not met by peaceful means. 
And only by doing this can the Party of the proletariat lead them to violent 
struggles. We understand that the enemy will not allow us to attain our 
strategic goal in a peaceful way, but we can lead the masses in violent 
struggle to overthrow them with such.political tactics. 

Conclusion ·. 
I 

This is_ our short response to your letter dated 1 October 2005. 
We hope we succeeded to. place our position clearly, r:nainly on the 
questions you have raised in the letter. 

We understand that our two Parties have a convergence of views 
on the need to synthesize the positive and negative experiences of the 
past successful revolutions. Also we have convergences of views on the 
need to develop MLM to confront the challenges before our class in the 
twenty first century. We believe that MLM can be developed in the course 
of applying historical and dialectical materialism in the practice of class 
struggle in society, two line struggle among the entire revolutionary ranks 
all across the world, and the correct synthesis of past experience. Our two 
parties have a good opportunity to wage struggle, both being together in 
RIM. As an internationalist class, both of us have an important responsibility 
to fight unitedly for our class in the USA, _in Nepal and the world as well. 
We take this response of ours as a first step towards that direction. 

With Revolutionary Greetings! From the Central Committee, 
Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist) 

0 
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... ... 

fth 
(October 2005) 

To Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist) 

Dear Comrades, 

Our party, and especially its leadership, has paid close attention 
to the unfolding of the People's War in your country and the thinking cf 
your party. We have particularly appreciated the orientation of Comrad~ 
Prachanda that Marxism Leninism Maoism advance into the twenty fir t 

century and that the lessons of the first great wave of proletarian revof uticr 
beginning with the Paris Commun·e a.nd continuing· up until ~he defeat ~ 
the proletarian revolution in China must be summed up. · 

As you know the Chairm.an of our Party, Bob Avakian, has maee 
the study of this experience· a major focus of his attention. In many 
important aspects we have noticed a ·convergence between positions 
put forward by your party and the directions that we have also set forth. 
However, for some time now. we have . been disturbed by some of the 
political positions and their ·theoretical : justifications. that have been 
adopted by your party or, at ieast, by some leading comrades. Many a· 
what we consider incorrect, or confused and.eclectic positions are to be 
found in issue number 9 of The Worker; par.ticularly, but not only, in the 
article by Comrade s·aburarri Bhatterai on 'The Question of Building a 
New Type of State" (hereafter referred .to as. "New State"). 

Our growing concerns over the . questions of political line and 
approach - especially on the question of dictatorship of the proletariat 
and democracy - are not just points of abstract theory, they very much 
have to do with the key line questions that in turn ·are relevant in terms ol 
the immediate tasks of the revolution in your·country when the old state 
is on its death bed and the question arises if the revolution will be fut~ 
victorious, what type of state.will replace the monarchy, what will b t 
role of this new state In ~arid politics and how your struggle will h lp 
advance the world proletarian revolution. . 

• 
. ·The two line struggle that has broken out In your party is focusing 

on precisely those questions where your .past positions were, in our 
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opinion, unclear, problematic or ecloctlc."Ono is dividing into two" or at 
least it appears so, and It provld o groat opportunity for the party to 
cast aside thos n p ts of Its provlouo uncJorntm1din and political line 
which o nln t tho mainly corroct orl nt· tlon your p· rty ha boen 
followin thr u 11 ut tho long and complox cour o of tho Pooplo' Vilar. 

ur own central understanding of the question of domocracy and 
rli t t r hip Is best expressed by the following quotation from Comrade 
v kian: "In a world marked by profound class divisions and social 

inequality, to talk about 'democracy' - without talking about the class 
nature of that democracy and which class it serves - is meaningless, 
and worse. So long as society is divided into classes, there can be no 
'democracy for all': one class or another will rule, and it will uphold and 
promote that kind of democracy· which serves its interests and goals. 
The question is: which class will rule arid whether its rule, and its system 
of democracy, will serve the continuation, or the eventual abolition, of 
class divisions and the corresponding relations of exploitatio11, oppression 
and inequality. n 

Our concerns center on two basic levels. First of all, the theoretical 
understanding of democracy under the socialis.t transition presented in 
"New State" loses sight of the most essential problems of advancing 
socialist society toward communism and, in particular, undermines the 
understanding that it is not possible to transform society and advance 
toward the communist future without the dictatorship .of the proletariat. 
Secondly, and partially flowing· from the erroneous conception of 
democracy expressed in "New State'i, arguments are.made that tend to 
negate the necessity of establishing a new democratic (People's Republic) 
as the immediate goal o( the People's War in Nepal and would instead 
argue for instituting some kind of bourgeois democratic republic as a 
necessary step. 

Democracy: Form And Content 
In the different documents of The Worker number 9 a great deal of · 

emphasis on the importance of 

democracy under the dictatorship of the proletariat in the transition 
toward communism. It is v.ery important that your party is emphasizing 
the state as a transitional form to the final goal of communism. It is also 
correct to stress that the concrete measures, policies and features of 
the state system that are developed in the transition period must have 
as their aim the achievement of this final goal. 

The viewpoint that "New State" implies Is that the simple extension 
of formal democracy Is the main aspect In leading toward the "withering 
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away of the state". In support of this argument it quotes Lenin "the more 
complete the democracy, the nearer the moment when it bec?mes 
necessary." But evornl point' nood to bo mudo here. 1

) The experience 
in the U R nnd hlna und tho world rovolutlon gonorally has shown 
that th n d to develop und build up a powerful stato machinery is not 

m thin that can bo quickly dispensed with aftor tho victory of th~ 
r volution in a particular country. In a world still dominated by imporiali~rn 
it i · quite impossible to imagine that the need for a powerful standir~ 
army, to take one key example that is cited in "New State", will quickly 
disappear. This has clearly turned out to be a more protracted proces 
than envisioned originally by Marx and Engels and even by Lenin when 
he wrote State and Revolution on the eve of the Bolshevik Revolution. 2} 

When Lenin writes of "democracy" in .the passage cited in "New State" 
he is clearly not mainly talking about formal democracy, such as elections 
and the right to vote. Rather, he is emphasizing that the majority of society 
will "have learned to administer the state themselves." This, too, is not 
something that is easily accomplished and will no doubt take generations 
to accomplish on a world scale, especially with the remaining strength of 
international imperialism. But it does provide one very important measure 
for determining to what extent the proletarian state· is truly democratic in 
the most profound sense of the word and, speciJically, in a way that is 
consistent with and serves rule by the proletariat and the advance, under 
that rule,· toward the goal of communism ·and, with the achievement of 
communism, and not before, toward the _abolition, the "withering away; 
of the state. The bourgeois concept of democracy is that election and 
formal. rights is the essential feature of democracy. The classical revisionist 
conception is that as long as the state is acting in the "interests of the 
people" it .can be considered democratic with or without _elections. But 
Mao situated the fundamental and essential problem elsewhere - in the 
problem of eliminating what the Chinese comrades referred to as the "4 
Alls" in reference to an crucial citation from Marx when he said the 
communist revolution must aim at the elimination of: all classes and class 
distinctions generally, all the relations of production on which they rest. 
all the social relations corresponding to them, and all th.e ideas that re.suit 
from these social relations. 

. As long as the three great differences exist, as long as relations of 
production are still not completely free of bourgeois right, as long th 
differences and inequalities left over from the old society still exist, as 
long as production and exchange of commodities and the law of value 
persist, even if restricted, then the possibility of the emergence of new 
forms of exploitation exists and there will be ·representatives who emerge 
to champion these exploitative relations of production and ultimately 
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attempt to establish a different class rule. And the existence of these 
various expressions of socinl inoquolity and of bourgeois right will, for a 
long ti1ne, exist at tho ''llllO limo on and In cormoctlon with - and will be 
interactin with, and r lnforc d In lmportunt wuyo by 

- th , 1st nee of, and tho lnfluonco of, lrnporiallc· t and mactionary 
t t and th ir continual attempts to overthrow tho dictatorship of th 
r I lariat where it exists. The world historical problems connect!!d with 
II this, the reasons why this emphasizes the need for the dictatorship of 

th proletariat, until communism Is reached, worldwide, and crucial 
questions bound up with how to exercise the dictatorship of the proletariat 
so as to, at one and the same time, continue to transform society toward 
the goal of communism, in unity and dialectical relation with the world 
revolution, and to develop the proletarian dictatorship as a state that is 
radically different from all .previous forms of the state - these and related 
questions are at the heart of, and provide the foundation and framework 
for, how as communists we have to understand and approach the specific 
question of democracy, its class character in different societies, under 
different systems of class rule, and its relation .to the goal of moving 
beyond the whole realm - and, as Marx put it, the narrow horizon - of 
bourgeois right, both in the material .we.rid in the thinking of people. 

Formal Democracy Under Socialism 
One important common· concern of both our. parties is to sum up 

the whole experience of the proletarian .revolution · and the proletarian 
dictatorship to date. It is certainly the case that we will not be able to 
make revolution in the twenty first c~ntu.ry if we fail to really examine, 
from many angles and in depth,-the positive and negative experience of 
our class in this respect. . . .. :, · 

. . . . . 

We cannot go into depth in this letter into this· crucial que·stion of the 
understanding of the transition period - the .dictatorship of the proletariat. 
Comrade Avakian has written a great deal on this subject, and we would 
like to call your attention in particular to his artiCle "Democracy: More than 
Ever We Can and Must Do Better Than That" refuting K. Venu in number 
17 of A World To Win, the article "Dictatorship and Democracy, and the 

·Socialist Transition to Communism''.[ ..... ], and the article on "Discussion 
With Comrades On Epistemology- On Knowing And Changing The World" 
an excerpt of which was submitted for publication in an upcoming issue of 
your English language journal The Worker. 

In order to achieve a higher level of synthesis on the problem of 
the socialist transition, even as we correctly refuse to exempt anythi~g 
from critical reexamination, it remains necessary to firmly uphold certain 
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basic principles of our understanding, Including the central Marxist thesi 
on the nature of the tato and tho need to maintain a dictatorship of the 
proletariat. And whll th di tntorr- lllp of tho proletariat Is upheld ln word 
in the ''N w tnt " nrtl I , th urtlclo octunlly promotes a bourgeo· 
d m rati rl nt, ti 11 thnt would, If followod, load to not establi hln a 
prol tllri, n di tntor ·hlp1 or to abandoning it If It woro ostabllshod. 

Th articles in The Worker number 9 address the difficult que tkJ(I 
f' rhat f rms of laws, elections and so forth should take place under th, 

di tatorship of the proletariat. We feel that to make the most essential 
uestion one of formal democracy, and its expression in elections, 

competing political parties, and the like, is a serious mistake and will 
strengthen tendencies toward the abandonment of the dictatorship of 
the proletariat, or its outright overthrow by counter revolutionaries. This 
orientation actually directs attention away from the main source of 
capitalist restoration and away from the main vehicles for involving the 
masses in the further revolutionizing of s.ociety. . 

Finally, it should be noted that elections in sociafist society are no 
guarantee at all against the rise of revisionism in the state apparatus er 
its conversion into machinery of oppression against the people. In same 
way in which the bourgeoisie in the· West generally finds bourgeois 
democracy suitable for exercising its dictatorship, indeed the "most 
suitable" form as Lenin put it,. new exploiters, arising within socialist 
society, and in particular within the state and the party leading the state 
could also keep the masses ignorant, inactive politically·and oppressed 
while allowing them to cast a ballot every few years. 

Does this mean we are argujng that there is no importance to 
formal democratic rights under socialism, or that there does not have to 
be a Constitution, a set of laws, norms which take into account the rights 
of the people? No, this is not our understanding. Comrade Avakian has 
stressed in his recent writings on this subject the importance of such 
guarantees in keeping with the Maoist understanding that even under 
the dictatorship of the proletariat the contradiction between the people 
and the state will continue to exist, albeit in a different way than under 
the rule of the exploiting classes. He has also explored the possibility of 
allowing competing political parties, using elections and so forth as part 
of the socialist state system. At the same time, these possibilities ha 
been put forward In a framework of what Comrade Avaklan has refer 
to as "solid core with a lot of elasticity" - the solid core being th 
~ictatorship of tho proletariat led by Its vanguard party. Without this "solid 
core" elasticity turns Into bour geols democratic pluralism, which will 
quickly lead to the re establishment of capitalism and a real dictator~hip 
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over the vast majority of the pooplo. Again, In thlc lottor wo can only 
briefly refer to and chnroctorlzo thos Important points, and In addition 
to calling comrados' nttontlon to tho tulk on"( let 1tor hip Arid Dornocracy, 
And Th oclnllst llo11°1tlo11 10 Communlurn" by hulrrwm Av' ki· n, 
' II as th 1 I mlc ho wroto ogulnst K. Vonu, wo huvo lriclud cJ, ·long 
•i th this I tt r, two hart oxcerpts from a rocont talk by Chairman Avakian 

- .. om Further Thinking On: The Socialist State As A Now Kind Of 
st, t " and "The Creative Development of MLM, Not Of Revisionism" -
•hich deal with questions concerning the nature of the state, the 

proletarian state in par.ticular, and the transition to communism. 

We see this as a different approach than that argued for in "New 
State" and some other documents. For example, there is the suggestion 
that it should be possible to adopt wholesale the methods of direct rule 
used in the Paris Commune or to dissolve the standing army. But there 
will be no dictatorship of the proletariat in the conditions of the world 
today without a standing army, and in fact, to dissolve the revolutionary 
standing army, once socialism has been established and consolidated -
to a certain beginning level only, in relation to the long term and strategic 
task of advancing through the soci.alist transition to communism, on a 
world scale-to dissolve the people's army in those circumstances would 
be to invite, and in reality to be defenseless against, attack at the hands 
of counter rev olutionaries within the socialist country and imperialist 
and reactionary states, with the objective effect that the socialist society 
would be crushed and abolished and the masses subjected, once again, 
to the horrors of rule by imperialism and reactionary classes. And it will 
not be possible to utilize the Commune forms such as the direct election 
of all officials as a general principle in running the state .. History has 
shown than without the leadership of a genuine proletarian party there 
will be no seizure of power or possibility of consolidating and maintaining 
that power after it has been seized. 

The quotation from Rosa Luxemburg's 1918 criticism of the 
October Revolution, reprinted favourably in "New State", argues that the 
leadership of the party will inevitably lead to the dictatorship of the party. 
It is definitely true that the very existence Qf the proletarian state, a 
vanguard proletarian party, a standing army, etc., all can be transformed 
into their o·pposite - a state of the bourgeo"isie oppressing the masses of 
the people. The same can be said for the revolution itself - there is no 
guarantee that it will continually advance toward communism - revolutions 
can be and unfortunately many have been aborted or turned into their 
opposites. But this Is no acgument not to make a revolution. Whether a 
state continues to ·advance toward the ultimate goal of communls m, 
and its own eventual withering away, depends on whether and how that 
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state is fighting to transform all of the objective material and ideologiC1J 
conditions that make tho exlstenco of tho stato still necessary. There · 
no easy way around thi . Ft lying on tho Institutions and practice of forrn11 
democracy will 11 t Iv th prol>lom - ll will not rornovo tho contradictio ·, 
that mak th di tntorshlp of tho prolotarlat ubsolutoly noco ary, i ,, 
only tr 11 th n th hnnd of those forces who aro sooklng to ov rthrr . 
and b Ii h the dictatorship of the proletariat, and who can draw tr n ~ :­
in th fforts from the remaining Inequalities in socialist society ar , 
fr m the existence of reactionary and Imperialist states, which for so . 
time are likely to be in a position of "encircling" socialist states as th 11 
are brought into being through revolutionary struggle. Abolishing I/ 
undermining the monopoly of political power and, yes of armed power, 
by the proletariat, and its vanguard leadership - in whatever form this · .. 
done, including by having elections in which the vanguard party and · s 
role is put up for decision in general elections - this will, for all the reason 
we have spoken to here, lead to the loss· of power by the proletariat al\'; 

the restoration of reactionary state power, with everything that means. 

"New State" argues that past proletarian states, "instead of servi : 
the masses and acting as instruments of continuous revolution turn~ 
into masters of the people and instruments of counter revolution, and 
rather than moving in the direction of w_ithering away transformed into 
huge totalitarian bureaucracies and instrunien_ts of repression .. • Th' 
description suffers from a classless treatment of the state more reflective 
of the petty bourgeois belief that oppression. spr_ings-from contradiction 
between society and the state, rather than the Marxist understanding 
that the state exists to ensure ·the dominance of one or another class in 
society. And, to be frank, it echoes much of the slanders of the bourgeoisie 
itself against the dictatorship of the proletariat and falls, to a significant 
degree, into accepting the outlook and methods of the bourgeoisie and 
the corresponding "verdicts" against revolutions led by the proletariat. 
through its communist vanguard, and aiming .for socialism and ultimately 
communism. While we share with your Party the understanding that it~ 
crucial to engage deeply and sum up comprehensively the experience 
of socialist society and the dictatorship of the proletariat, it is also crucial 
that we do this from the standpoint of, and with the scientific method of, 
MU1w1 and not allow the influence of the outlook of the bourgeoisie and its 
"verdicts" to distort and subvert such a scientific summation. 

The proletarian dictatorship Is portrayed In "New State" as, at 
. best, a "necessary evil." In fact, state power In the hands of the 
proletariat and its class allies Is a tremendous positive achievement 
that can actually allow the mas~es of people to transform the world 
and themselves in the proc~ss. There is no reason to be apologetic 
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, t 111 tll li . In N1 pnl 11 t II w1 lmvo If 1 11 llu lrnru f Jr1r 111llor1 '" )r,r; :11 
ndlllon l\ tld c11lh11 1 lllnl IHIVI "" ' 11dy '"' Oii pl11tm In lt lfl mmmtmJ 

' ' I which lv1 " ulllnp ( of lho I VOii Jro11tor thlr1 I that ll ill bf1 

\ l "' ' l •.lH 1 I wlH " nnllon wldo powor I In lho lmrnJ of lt10 rri w / ,11' 

" ' d 1 llu h \d1 11 hip ol tho v1muwtrd prolotmlu11 pmty. 

\ 1, ··"' • lrom tho vary clour oxarnplo of rovolutlorwrv Ch na 
t ' · ,, tlH 11 l lnrlon dlclntornhlp wno nol a "lotnlllorlan burouucracy". Vilt on 
th : I. I , Including lho nrmy, wnG undor lho londornhlp of Mao and th'J 

nuln r volutlonnrlos, tromondous rovolutlonary trnnoforrnation" woro 
le to take placo, Including, vory Importantly, tho Incorporation of moro 

nd more of tho massos Into tho administration of tho ntato through 
different vehicles ("three and one committees''. and so on). China did not 
just gradually become more and more capitalist, more and more 
"totalitarian", as the state grew stronger and stronger. In order for 
capitalism to be transformed, state power had to be seized by the capitalist 
readers, which they did through a coup d'etat after Mao's death. 

Similarly, for the reasons we, have touched on here, Luxemburg's 
remedy of general elections, "unrestricted freedom of press and 
assembly''. and the elimination of the leading role of the party will only 
ensure that instead of "a few dozen" party leaders leading the proletarian 
state, a few dozen (or less) opportunists and capitalist roaders will 
monopolize the state and use that monopoly of state power to ensure 
that no real democracy exists for the masses of people, as we have 
seen time and time again in history. 

Competition between different political parties cannot be made 
an absolute under the dictatorship of the proletariat- it cannot be raised 
above, or even put on an equal level with, the need for the state to continue 
to reflect, and to reinforce and further, the objectives of the proletarian 
revolution, in defending what has been won through revolutionary 
struggle, continuing to further revolutionize society, in the economic base 
and the political ideological superstructure, supporting revolutionary 
struggles through world, and advancing toward the achievement of the 
·4 Alls" and the goal of communism, on a world scale. Whether or not a 
late is, In its principal aspect, furthering those objectives (and not 

whether or not, or to what degree, there are elections with competing 
parties, etc.,) Is essential In determining whether or not the state, in 
reality, represents the fundamental Interests of the proletariat and masses 
of people. And while, once again, we can recognize a role, and 
importance, In socialist society for things like elections, even with some 
aspect of competition between different trends and even organized forces 
- and while we must recognize the Importance of a Constitution, laws, 
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and so on, which give oxpro Ion to democracy, In a broad sense, for 
the masses of poopl , n tho ua' In of rul by tho proletariat - all those 
things too tlr d I nd nl n, nnd fln tl lholr rolo In rolation to, that 
fundam ntal qu II n f wh th r th ' lol I octunlly furthorlng the 
obj ct iv w lmv 1 f 11 d t h r , or whuthor It 1° In f uct working again t 
th fur th 1 r v lutlonlzatlon of society ond tho achlovornont of tho "4 
All " and m munism, world wide strongthenlng lnstoad tho baso for 
th r t r tion of capitalism, expanding the scope and influenco of 
b ur ois right , in the production relations, the social relations, and th 
political and ideological superstructure of society, and in the relation of 
the society to the world situation and the struggle between revolution 
and counter revolution throughout the world. 

Certainly the genuine proletarian revolutionaries cannot and should 
not allow the dictatorship of the proletariat to be overthrown by a vote. 
And, it is possible to envision circumstances when, even in conditions of 
proletarian rule, .the majority of the masses might 

- under the pressure of the world imperialist system as well as 
the domestic reactionary classes - vote against their own class interests. 
One thing can be sure - if the reactionary classes return to power through 
a vote, they will stay in power"'."'" there cannot be democratic "alternating" 
between proletarian and reactionary state power. Again, this does not 
rule out the advisability of some degree of electoral competition under 
socialism, but any such measures must take placewithin the proletarian 
dictatorship - they can never "stand above" the actual class struggle, 
both within the particular country and on an international level, and the 
dialectical interpenetration and interplay between the two. 

Yes, there is a real and difficult problem of how to maintain a vit>rant 
political and cultural life, how to train the masses of people to more and 
more take the affairs of state into their own hands, how to enable them to 
become fit to rule, to paraphrase Marx. There is a great deal to be summed 
up about difficulties our class has had in managing this correctly in the 
past and a great deal we will have to struggle over and learn. But one 
thing is certain, it is impossible to solve these problems unless the 
authority of the proletariat is strong. Again, we can see the dialectic 
between Mao's authority in China, which as we know was considerably 
strengthened during the GPCR and the unparalleled flourishing of m ss 
democracy that also took place.2 As for those who opposed Mao's 
"dictatorial'' role - we know where their type of democracy led the people. 

People's Republic Or "Trans,tlonal Forms" 
In "New State" the point is made that "we should not rule out the 
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ssibil iti of having to pn s throu h v ulou rnixod and transitional 
rm of d m ~ ' n 'Y In th pm· <<' of m H hlnq from autocratic monarchy 

thr u h cur t I!· d moc.: rn y lo pr ol tmilm cJ m1oc; rn y." ·rh l" ntonce 
r uinc (t 1 \t ti ll Vl r y It n< t "not rullny out") tt v1t tho rnv luticm in th 
" ll h , f N pnl 11u1 1' l "PU'' throuyh" bour ool dorn jirailJ a 

' tin l J lrn , r quire n distinct form of stato rulo, boforo "pml'Jlarian 
1 1 r y" can be established. This same themo has appoarod in othl)r 
umcnts of the party as well, in particular In an article aimed at "Our 

merican Friends" in which it specifically states that the immediate goal 
f the revolution in Nepal is not a people's republic but rather a bourgeois 
e rnocratic republic referring to the bourgeois republic established 'r1f 

George Washington after the US War of Independence. This is most 
assuredly not the kind of society and kind of state that the masses in 
Nepal, the United States or elsewhere need at this stage of world history. 

It should be noted in passing that this article is overly generous 
oward the democracy of the US bourgeoisie - the bourgeois republic 

established after independence from Britain did not even abolish slavery 
until a bloody civil war followed eighty years later. And US bourgeois 
democracy has always meant real dictatorship over the masses of people 
inc·luding murderous suppression aimed at the working class and the 
oppressed nationalities in the US. · 

We see in "New State" where the th~oretical confusion about 
democracy, especially the over emphasis on certain forms of bourgeois 
democracy (competing parties, elections and so .forth), leads in the 
direction of abandoning the Maoist understanding .of the new democratic 
evolution. We all know that the stage of the revolution in Nepal is one of 

completing the bour geois de.mocratic revolution, as was case in China 
and as is generally the case in the countries of the Third World. But what 
this article misses is that the bourgeois democratic tasks are solved 
under the leadership of the proletariat, and that it must lead not to the 
e stablishment of a bourgeois republic but rather to a new democratic or 
People's Republic, which is, in essence, a form of the dictatorship of the 
pro.letariat in alliance with all other revolutionary and progressive sections 
of society, including the national bourgeoisie. 

The article hinges its argument mainly on the specific conditions 
Nepal, in particular that it has a monarchy, which somehow requires a 

cial sub stage of struggle. No doubt the existence of the monarchy is 
a an important factor to take into account in analyzing Nepal, and 
d eveloping and applying the strategy and corresponding tactics to 
advance the revolution in Nepal, but It would be wrong to conclude from 
this that Nepal exists In a completely separate ca.tegory than other 
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oppressed countrl f A In, Afrl 'U ncJ Latin Amorlca, and that ;-. 
political qu ti n Involving til l ntnnc of tho rovolutlon aro fundarn e: n ~ 

1 
diff r nt. 

- 1 ' untry will havo Its particularity - lr1 lrnn tho r , r,, ir~n:: , 
i t~ t r ' lli1 tal s the form of a theoc racy,3 In many othor Third l/t",t; 
untri there are essentially one party dictatorships, with or with~· •, 

arliament, in some countries there is military rule, and there are u r': 
countries with monarchies. Again these particularities ne.ed to be analy~ 
and taken into account as part of developing a genuine revolutionar1 
strategy and the corresponding tactics in every country. But we hav~ 
seen again and again that arguments have been made that these speci : 
forms require a specific stage of first establishing (or "passing througr· 
to use the terms of "New State") a "pure" bourgeois democratic repub.~: 
and only then can the revolution advance to a proletarian stage. Ar: 
nowhere have such arguments contributed to - or have attempts :: 
implement such a program led to - the eventual victory of the new der 
ocratic revolution a~d the advance to the socialist stage of the revolutic--

The role and character of the ruling classes and their politicc 
representatives, such as the parliament tary parties: are determinec 
fundamentally not by their relati.on to the monarchy but by their relationsh·. 
to imperialism and feudalism. · 

The goal of the new democratic revolution cannot be a bourgeo·­
republic and that the state system it est~blishes cannot be a bourgeois 
democracy. Indeed this was one of Mao's most important theoretical 
breakthroughs, which led the way to the establishm·ent of the People's 
republic of China. He stressed that the bourgeoisie always hides behind 
the category of "citizen" to COrJCeal the real class distinctions in society 
and Mao stresses that instead of bourgeois democracy it is necessary 
to establish a state structure based on "democratic centralism" because 
"only a government based on democratic centralism will allow the whole 
of the revolutionary people to express themselves freely and combat the 
enemies of the revolution with a maximum of energy'.'. ("On New 
Democracy".) 

, 

"New State" cites an important passage from Lenin "The transiti 1 

from capitalism is certainly bound to yield a tremendous abundance n ·. 
variety of political forms, but the essence will inevitably the same; the 
dictatorship of the proletariat." But then It goes on to say in the ne t 
paragraph that, "In the transitional period of backward society like Nepal, 
where the transition has to take place from semi feudal autocracy throug~ 
bourgeois democracy to communism, there would be naturally more 
diversities and complexities." 
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The abr·Je situation is a basically wrong approach to understanding 
the transitional stage. The leadership of tho prolotarlot moans that the 
bourgeois democratic tasl~s - froolng tho country from foudalism and 
foreign imperialism - con toko plnco without croutlng u bourg oi 
:i 111 rati 'tat . It is the now democratic systom itsolf thut 1~ tho actual 

Ii,'- ti n of Lenin's point of the "tremendous variety abundanco and 
, ri ty of political forms" of the dictatorship of the proletariat. New 

111 racy is the form of the dictatorship of the proletariat particular to 
1 oppressed countries and which completes the bourgeois democratic 
volution and transforms it, without interruption, to the socialist stage. 

In our epoch the liberation of countries and nations cannot take 
place through bourgeois democratic revolution of the old type. This is 
not some mere "academic" point - or, worse yet, a dogmatic insistence 
on strategy divorced from actual conditions - but is a fundamentaJ 
principle based in reality and confirmed by a wealth of experience, both 
positive experience and, all too often, negative experience paid for in the 
blood of masses and the severe setbac_k of the struggle for the 
emancipation of the masses. This is mainly because the strength of 
international imperialism reinforces the subordination of the oppressed 
nations and, as part of .this, tends to preserve and utilize backward 
aspects of the socio economic base and superstructure, such as 
feudalism and the monarchy in Nepal, even while penetration of imperialist 
capital undermines some aspects in pre capitalist society and intensifies 
he class struggle. Exactly because imp~rialism is a world system and 

cause, in the final analysis only another world system, communism, 
an finally supplant it, in this epoch no state can exist, at least not for any 
ignificant period of time, which is not led either by the proletariat or by 
he reactionary classes connect~d to the imperialist system itself .. 
arliament or monarchy, junta or single party dictatorship, all the various 

or ms of reactionary comprador bureaucrat.capitalist regimes in the Third 
orld share common class features and we must indeed "rule out" (to 

se the term of "New State") any "transitional form" which is not based 
n the leadership of the proletariat. Indeed history has shown that when 

mmunists participate in such a government the transition is not toward 
ialism and communism but rather a transition of the party that takes 
t toward disaster. 

If a bourgeois democratic republic is established in whose hand 
ill be the state, and in particular, the army? Would it be in the hands of 

he revolutionary masses of Nepal who have been struggling and 
acrificing or would it be in the hands of the reactionary classes, in Nepal 
nd internationally, who have been waging the counter revolutionary war? 

t has, · alas, often been the case that the oppressed classes and their 
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leadership, Including communist , h vo not sought to smash r , 
resistance of their 01101111 s, t ut It hn n vor boon tho caso tho oxpfoiti . 
classes fail to u tat f owor to try to n 1ppro ' tho rovolutionary ma ,.. .. 
What policies will uch i • tntu nforc nnd 111 whut c.Jlroction will (J',i1, 

go? Will th st t b olliod with tho rovolutlonury rnmwo c· tho worltJ r,.,, 
or will th n w tnt its If bocorno part of tho "lntornatlonal cornrnur ·'i 
led and hnp d by the imperialists? It is not only basic Marx I t th /;t

1 
but lif itself that continually shows that there Is no such thing as a ld': 
that does not have a class character, that is not an instrument in th 
hands of one class to suppress another. 

Tactics And Strategy 

I 

We have concentrated on what we consider to be the mai 
questions of political and ideological line that have surfaced in th~ 
discussion of democracy and dictatorship in your part. Clarity on strateg· ~ 
questions concerning the nature, stage and tasks o.f the revolution ar~ 
essential in guiding any party to correctly adopt the necessary policies 
and tactics to advance in the complex swirl of revolution. ft is not within 
our capabilities to have opinions on specific tactics that you.r Party might 
engage in - for example, we are not in a position to know whether the 
current unilateral ceasefire declared by your party is correct and usefuJ 
nor do we feel qualified to form definitive opinions on such matters as 
"strategic offensive" or the precise form of the class alliances or all of the 
.specific political maneuvering that you are undertaking. On the other 
hand, we do feel that tactics in a revolutionary process in a specific country ' 
can, and sometimes do, come to concentrate major questions of politicaf 
line in which case it is incumbent on comrades in the international 
movement to-understand these questions as fully as possible and, where 
they feel it is necessary, raise major concerns or disagreements. Even 
more importantly, there are basic principles involved in the relationship 
between strategy and tactics that are common to all revolutionary 
processes and involve the basic principles of MLM. 

Often we say "firm in principal and flexible in tactics". This 
accurately describes the unity of opposites between strategy and tactics. 
The principal aspect of this contradiction, the aspect that determines its 
character, is strategy. This is why the same tactic can take on a completely 
different meaning depending on what strategy it serves and flows from. 
We saw, In our study of the negotiations in relation to Peru, th 
fundamental difference between "negotiating in order to fight" and "fighting 
in order to negotiate". In other words, both a revolutionary and a revisionist 
strategy make room for both tactics of fighting and talking (and many 
other forms of political activity as well). But In the revolutionary 
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rspective, the strategy of the complete destruction of the old reactionary 
te leads and determines when, if and how, tho tactics of negotiations 
d compromises aro necossnry. In tho rovlnlonlst orlontutlon, for oxample 

strategy openly argued for by Vlllulobo~ of tho CP of tho Phlllppinos 
h 1 80 the obj ctlvo w· ' to urrlvo ut o comproml o at tho tratogic 
l1"i nrtiul powor", whoro tho prolotarlnt would sharo powor with tho 
ti nm / In · s (the famous "Nicaragua model"). And this "Nicaragua 

:i I" r quir s armed struggle as a tactic, as well as negotiations, in 
...... n r to achieve its strategic goal of "partial power". 

Thus we see that both models, both roads, use all kinds of tactics 
pursuit of certain strategic goals. But we cannot conclude from this 

at any strategy justifies any tactic. For example, reactionary military 
fficials often study Mao Tsetung not only to understand the tactics of 

mmunists but also, in some cases at least, in hopes of applying some 
f Mao's principles and tactics to their own counter revolutionary war. 
or example, it is not hard to understand the advantage of having a 
pulation that is favorable tO' your army in providing intelligence as to 
e whereabouts of the opposing forces, and so forth. During the Vietnam 
r the US army called this the policy of "winning the hearts and minds" 

f the people. Of. course, they were completely incapable of "winning 
arts and minds" and this very phrase came to be something that was 

• icµled and scorned by millions of people in the US as well as all over 
world. But does this rnean that the US really did not want to, or care, 

out "winning hearts and minds", that this was only hypocrisy and crude 
opaganda to cover over their slaughter and torture? No, the US military 
ry much wanted and needed to win over masses in Vietnam, but their 
rategic goals - preserving reactionary rule in Vietnam and subjugating 
e nation to U~ imperialism - was in antagonistic contradiction to the 
ctics of winning over the people .. instead the reactionary goal required 
nd relied upon reactionary tactics of mass· murder, torture aDd rape. 

The purpose in going in to this example is once again to illustrate 
e relationship between strategy and tactics. While many, even most, tactics 
y be used by any class force, there are some tactics that must never be 

•-,~ by the proletariat - such as mass murder, torture, or rape. And there 
e tactics such as relying on the masses, suffering weal and woe with 

m, practicing democracy in the army that cannot be effectively employed 
the reactionaries even if they want to do so. It is not only, or mainly, a 

tion of subjective intentions, but very much a question of class character 
class objectives that ultimately determine specific tactics. 

If the goal is a "political solution" then it becomes possible and 
essary to make the war serve this strategic goal and this can take 
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the torm of frequently stopping and starting tho fighting, or making mmr~, 
tactics aimed at very pacific on i lrnmodlato polltlcaf rosuffs. W <:~: 
see this amon nntlonull r- t fore r m1cJ tho kind of military ction th . , 
otten use ( u h nr l<ld11n1 pin J , ntlnckr, on tho olvlflm1 of th domir :,, 
nation lily, t .) In n 1 volullun I d by n MLM vm1yu rcJ uldr t 'I ·. 
goal of r di nlly tmnsformlng 'Ocl ty and advancing to ocl Ji' r w ~ 
ultimRt ly mmunlsm throughout tho world must havo th r,: I ,, 
ompl t ly smashing the old reactionary state and thu tho t~~ ' ~ : 
mploy d must, primarily, be determined by the strategic Jaws of warf~r·. 

Do tactics and strategy influence each other? Yes they very mu1.1 
do. In particular there is the danger of tactics transforming strategy. Tr: 
comrades of the MKP in Turkey and North Kurdistan summed up W: 
problem as "tactics eating up strategy" and "policy eating up politic·· 
There is the danger of the contradiction between tactics and strat~1 
becoming antagonistic, in which case either the tactics must be chanQS': 
and brought in line with the strategy or there is the danger of the strat~, 
_itself becoming something different. In the case .of a people's war the:~ 
is the danger that a war begun with the intention of accomplishing tt: 
new democratic revolution thrqughout tre .entire country could t.: 
transformed into a war whose goal is to achieve "partial power." Not on 1 
can this transformation .take place, especially in a situation in which : 
party is trying to unite with intermediate· and vacillating classes, th;· 
negative transformation, from a revolutionary to a.reform.ist'orientatic 
is very likely to happen unless. the conscio.us leadership, ·the proletariai 
revolutionaries, are constantly struggling to ensure that the tactics of th~ 
struggle correspond to the strategic revolutionary objectives. · · 

"Fighting to negotiate" or "negotiating to fight": this is a fundamentZ 
question and dividing line that our movement .confronted sharply in the 
struggle over how to evaluate the "peace acc-ords" tactic being put forwaro 
by the Right Opportunist Line in the Communist Party of Peru. Clearly. 
negotiating or not negotiating, cease fire or no cease fire, is not the 
central question. Revisionism has be.en able to use to armed struggle­
and the whole Nicaragua model is precisely an illustration of thiSi 
especially as raised to the level of theory by Villalobos of the CP of tht 
Philippines with the argument that the goal should be "partial power'. 
Partial power means accepting a commitment to not thoroughly destr 
the old state apparatus, to not fundamentaily change the economic a~' 
social structure of the country, and to not establish the dictatorship · 
the proletariat (in whatever form and alliances are historically evolved · 
a given country). Sometimes revisionists and opportunists open~ 
proclaim the goal of "fighting to negotiate" but whether the principle bei~ 
applied is "fight to negotiate" or "negotiating in order to fight" is not on~ 
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A question of the subjective lntontlon of tho lonllor ·hip. It I In oparabla 
tr m tho idoologl al nnd polltlcal llno bolny pr lCllcocJ by tho pCJrty, 

A Questionable Propo al 

In is 'UO number 9 of The Worker there is the following staternont, 
"In th given context of the existence of two ideologies, two armies and 

•o states in the country, the Party is agreeable to demobilization of 
oth the armies and carrying out of elections to the Constituent Assembly 

under the supervision of United Nations organization and international 
human rights organizations." In our view this "tactic" is one that is 
antagonistic to the goal of new democratic revolution. If it were to be 
fulfilled, that is, if the Royal Government and the "international community" 
were to accept this demand and if the PLA were to be demobilised and 
ultimately dissolved it would lead to very serious setbacks in the 
revolutionary struggle and quite possibly it's actually smashing at the 
hands of the reactionaries. (And, indeed, the reason the class enemies 
might accept such a proposal would be to inflict such a setback.) This is 
clearly an example of where a tactic is incompatible with, i.e. antagonistic 
to, the very revolutionary strategy itself. · 

Promising "full and fair elections", especially under_ ~onditions of 
control by the United Nations or other imperialist auspices and with the 
proletariat shelving or "soft peddling" its def!land for a people's republ_ic, 
could lead to an unfavorable alignment of class forces and strengthen 
the possibility of a negative, even quite possibly a disastrous, outcome, 
which would amount to the Party, and the masses of people it has for 1 O 
years led in people's war, losing through this process of elections what it 
has won, at the cost of heroic struggle and great sacrifice, on the battlefield 
- losing this at a time when the possibility of advancing this struggle 
toward the goal, and great leap, of seizing power nationwide has come 
more clearly into view and closer within reach, precisely because of the 
advance of the people's war. · 

And what would be the case if the party refused to recognize the 
results of such imperialist "supervised" elections? The very classes and 
strata you were hoping to attract to your banner would feel betrayed. 
Your tactic would boomerang. 

Does the fact that.this tactic is unlikely to be adopted - that is, that 
for the time being the ruling classes are not inclined to accept such a 

, proposal - justify it? Do communists have the right to say or promise 
' anything if they are convinced they will not be required to fulfill these 
1 

promises? No, there is the basic obligation of communists to speak and 
represent the truth. (For example, we cannot say that if a socialist state is 
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established there will be no more poverty in Nepal - but we can say that 
under socialism the social barriers proventlng the people from using their 
efforts and energy to step by tep olvo tho probloms of the masses Will 
be eliminated in a qualltatlv wny.) Furthormoro, making promises that 
communists h uld not I< 1 und r hould not wont to koop can loave the 
door open top ibl tbacks with potontlally disastrous consoquenc • . 

Th r I the danger that what seems Impossible today may becorno 
ne s~ary tor the reactionaries to grant tomorrow, in which case the. 
earli r calls would greatly undermine the Party's ability to unite the masses 
against the kind of "solution" that is now being put forward in words at 
least. The reactionaries in your country and their international masters 
are clearly convinced that any durable "settlement" passes through and 
must involve the destruction of your vanguard Party (and only then might 
the militarily, politically and ideologically weakened elements of your Party 
be permitted a "legitimate" place in the reactionary led "political process." 
But they may be forced to conclude that the only way to avoid their own 
crushing defeat is to accept some kind of solution along the lines proposed 
in the statement cited from The Worker, issue number 9 above. And, it 
must be pointed out, if the enemies were to accept such a "political 
solution", it could well be coupled with, or be a prelude to, relying on 
military means to enforce a military solution, as·we have seen far too 
often in history (Indonesia,_ Chile, Iraq in 1965). 

And, in line with the point we emphasized above about the danger 
of setting the revolution up for a crushing defeat we would like to stress 
that even if nothing ever comes of this "tactic" it still has negative 
consequences in so far as it promotes an erroneous understanding of the 
nature of the state (both the existing reactionary state and the future 
dictatorship of the proletariat in whatever form the latter is created in Nepal). 
The history of our movement from its beginning is full of numerous 
distortions or attacks on the basic Marxist understanding of democracy 
and dictatorship and there are material and ideological reasons why this 
will be a protracted struggle that will recur again and again including in 
new forms. It has also been shown that it is not so easy to defeat opportunist 
and revisionist lines on this point. If, through our tactics, the communist 
revolutionaries themselves spread unclarity, eclectics, or even outright 
erroneous views on this vital point it will be all the more difficult to win 
victory when the inevitable revisionist and opportunist distortions arise. 

On The "International Community" 
There can be no doubt that the "International community" means, 

in essence, world imperialism, the reactionary states under its domination 
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and Influence, and those statesmen, public figures, journalists, and 
intellectuals attached to the world Imperialist systom. Does this mean 
that the "international community" Is without contradiction, that it is a 
monolithic renctlonnry bloc? No, thoro uro Important and growing 
contradiction among tho lmporlnllutG nnd thoro • ro r·I niflcant sections 
of th int Ill nt la nnd othors who crltlclzo and oppoc·o difforont ac-pocts 

f th imp rinli t system 

- contradictions that make it correct and necessary for the 
r I tarian party to make use of the contradictions in the enemy ranks 
nd to win over some of those "opinion makers" normally attached to the 

ruling class. But here, as in all things, it is necessary to be clear on the 
principal aspect-the defining feature of the "internationar community" -
not only in general but specifically in relation to the People's War in Nepal. 

An article appeared in the Indian press in the summer of 2005 saying 
that there was "an unwritten consensus in the international community 
that the Maoists must·not be allowed to. come to power." Is tha~ an accurate 
summation of the attitude of the various reactionary states who in essence 
and as the defining aspect compris~ the "_international community"? We 
think it is very accurate. Among the imperialist powers, as the revolutionary 
Chinese comrades used to emphasize, there is both contention and 
collusion. But in relation to the People's War in Nepal collusion is principal 
over contention - the contradictions among them have not sharpened to 
the degree that, nor has the overall international situation intensified to the 
point where, major imperialist . countries will "break ranks" in any 
fundamental way over policy in Nepal. 

It is true that different actors on the international scene play different 
roles, give different speeches, etc., inCluding .India, China, Britain and 
the United States. In the case of the US and the UK it has been proven 
over and over again ·that their imperialist interests are very much 
intertwined with one another and that the whole imperialist strategy of 
the UK is based on accepting and serving US world hegemony. Tony 
Blair's shameless vassalage to George Bush in the Iraq war was only 
the latest evidence of this "special relationship". What is different between 
the.US and the UK is that, even when they are completely united in their 
imperialist marauding, they have different specific roles, particularly in 
the realm of public opinion. The UK continues to embellish imperialism 
with more honey coated phrases about democracy and human rights, 
while the US, which also uses these words, is also able and required to 
openly flaunt its biggest "argument" 

- its huge economic and especially military strength. This is nothing 
new - even on the eve of the victory of the Chinese revolution Mao 
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talked about the division f lob ur of tho o two predators. It is clear to 
see that in c rtnln ltuntl ll ' 111 thc world tod iy tho UK and the US are 
playing " d 1 l nd ' t p" rou tl11 . 

Wh t ., ut l, 11nt1 I !' , uch w f t'mc nnd Oormany who 
1 ~ iti n h th h n 1 wni lllu 11 1tod growing conflict with U ' Imp ri II rn? 

1 
1 

ti ~ nt1~dl lion aro real and growing. But thoy do not rn n 
th, t th unt1 lc will , In any fundamental way, oppose the dominant 

~" I Ii y of the imperialists and reactionaries. 

And we all know the natu re of India and wh~t role it is playing in 
r I tion to the People's War, even turning in comrades to the Royal 
lepalese torturers. 

To call on these forces and others like them..:. and this is exactly 
what the UN means - to "supervise elections" in Nepal is a dangerous 
ploy that wi ll have no positive benefit but has plenty of potential for harm 
and could even lead to a devastating defeat.. 

We can learn lessons ·tram the invasio"n of Iraq. Even in that case, 
when the imperialist countries really were sharply divided and when the 
Saddam Hussein regime had long and extensive relations with different 
imperialist countries, the UN nelped set the stage for the US aggression. 
When, at the last minute, the UN Security Council refused to give its 
approval for the war, it did nothing to condemn it, let alone struggle against 
it. At this moment in history, and especially in relation to a genuine people's 
revolutionary struggle, there is no possibility of the UN playing any role 
that fundamentally opposes the interest~ and ,objectives of us imperiali~m. 

Even the current positions of France and Germany in relation to 
Iraq are revealing. Yes, the invasion was wrong, perhaps even illegal or 
unjust, they say, but now that it has ha·ppened "we ~ave no choice" but to 
hope that the US "succeeds" since the alternative scenario, that the US 
is driven out, would_ leave that important area of tt~e world unstable and 
"unpoliced". · 

If there is any thought that the "international community" will be 
more tolerant of the Maoists than, say, of Saddam Hussein, this is a 
dangerous illusion that should be quickly abandoned. Who is a democrat, 
who is violating human rights, who is a tyrant or a terrorist and who is a 
saint in the eyes of "the international community" is not based on whether 
political forces or regimes are "democratic" or not, but whether a force is 
considered harmful to the interests of th.e world Imperialist system. 
Witness the recent promotion of Colonel Gadafy of Libya from terrorist 
to responsible· statesman, or the demotion of Robert Mugabe from 
reasonable ex revolutionary to bloody tyrant after six (yes, sixl) white 
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farmers were killed in the land reform process, otc. Tho fact that your 
Party has deep and close tlos with tho mnssos. onjoys tholr support and 
relies on them, the fuel tlmt you hnvo bullt n bronc.J unltocJ front involving 
the great majority of ocloty .... 110110 of thin wlll monn thnt you aro grantod 

ta tu of I gltlmocy by tho "ltltorrmllow I community". Mao ond tho 
hln , m1mmi ta worn dorldod us "totnlltmlun" during ttio Gf'CR at 

th v ry tlm they were engaged In what romalns the mor.t ma" i 10 

1litl al mobilization of masses In any society and the most widesproad 
d mocracy ever seen on earth - real democracy in the sense of the 
right to criticize, struggle and transform society. 

Nepal And The Imperialist World Order 

In reality, appealing for the assistance of the "international 
community" amounts objectively to a declaration that the revolution will 
not "disturb" the existing set up in the wo~ld, that the kind of state that the 
revolutionaries are striving for, to replace the monarchy in Nepal can 
"settle into" the network of international . 

relations as it now exists. While it is certainly true that new 
democratic revolution in Nepal cannot, by itself, abolish· the existing world 
order, it is equally true that the existing world order will not tolerate a 
genuine people's revolutionary state. ·And, of course, this has particular 
and direct relevance in the case of India. 

If the revolution is to do what it must, that is embark on transforming 
the existing social conditions and building an economic system not based 
on "integration into" .and in fact subordination to·the imperialist world order, 
if it will fulfill its obligation of supporting the revolutionary struggle around 
the world, then there can be no doubt that the i.mperialists and the 
reactionary states - the "international community" - . will bitterly oppose 
you and do everything they can to prevent yoli from coming to power in 
the first place, and to overthrow your rule, if you do succeed in coming to 
power, and this will very likely involve different types of military aggression 
as well as economic sabotage and blockade, espionage activities and the 
financing and training of counter revolutionaries all of which is "business 
as usual" for the imperialist states, and India as well, for that matter. . 

Any election "supervised" by these imperialist marauders and their 
client states will never allow a genuine revolutionary state to emerge. 
Just. consider what they consider a "fair" election. The elections in Iraq. 
under conditions of US occupation, are considered very fair 

- even by those powers such as France and Germany who did 
not support the invasion in the first place. The recent re election of 
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i· 

Mubarak in Egypt is considered "exemplary" even though only 16 percent I 
of the population thought it was worthwhile going to the polls. But when 
an election does not give tho d slrnd rosults, such ns in Zimbabwo or 
Venezuela it is con Id r d "flawod" or "unuccoptoblo" ovon though, in 
those cas , th h nds of ''Into who woro oluotod wor not r "' 
consi t ntly or th r ughly anti lmporiullst, to ouy nothing of f fJ;,1 
r voluli nari and communists. In Nepal only an oloctlon that will bf(Jf / 
th m r n of a peopl~'s republic will be acceptablo to t h~ 
"int .rnati nal community". 

The above is only the immediate and more overt way in which the 
international community supervises the actual process of the election 
itself. There are other deeper and more important ways in which the 
"international community" controls ("supervises") the supposed sovereign 
will of the people by using its economic, diplomatic and political and 1 

military strength to "mould" the opinion and votes of the people. For 
example, in the 1980s "free elections" were forced on the Sandinista 
regime in Nicaragua. This meant that the US was free to funnel huge 
amounts of money to the opposition candidates. And it also meant that 
the elections took place in circumstances where to vote in favour of the 
regime meant to vote in favour of extreme economic deprivation, 
continued counter revolutionary incursions and violence and the threat 
of even more massive and destructive military intervention by imperialists 
and reactionaries and so forth, while a vote against the regime meant 
the end to the blockade and the promise of "peace" arid improvement in 
living standards. Under these conditions it is not surprising that large 
numbers of people, and not only among the most backward, voted "freely" 
against the Sandinista regime. 

· • Our point is not that the party or the new state that .it brings into 
being should passively accept this 

- certainly there is a .very important role to be played by struggle 
in Nepal and internationally against imperialist and reactionary 
intervention against the People's War- "Hands Off People's Nepal" must 
become a cry of the revolutionary masses and growing numbers of people 
more broadly the world over, especially in the US, India and other 
countries most directly intervening. But the Party must never harbor 
illusions in this sphere or fail to explain the real situation clearly to the 
Party members and the masses. Whether or not you are "democrats" or 
"terrorists" in the eyes of the "international community" is overwhelf11lngly 
a question not of your nature but of their nature - which is why Mao 
stressed, correctly, that to be attacked by the enemy, to be painted without 
a single virtue, is a sign that our work Is good and that If we were not 
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tta k d in thl wo.y, If th Ill my wo we ro lo prnl J our " I mocrnlic" 
ij . it h uld b ' nsld r d ·nu•·o for ulmrn. Arllolo ·ind '1ppr,;1I' 

mi r I r ntlnn th rmltrr of tho UnllocJ Nullon< nml tho "lntfJrnntl 1w1I 
rrnmmit 1" ~11 nd confl1clon U'' to tho truo rmturo of tho ~o forc,o' Ftr1 

u ' i r min th ·npaclly of tho revolutionary forcos and rna no to t:in<J 
f 1 , in till I l 'of them. 

Democracy And The Middle Strata 

It is very clear that one of the important tasks of the new democratic 
r volution, especially in order to take nationwide political power, is winning 
over the national bourgeoisie in the cities and those classes and strata 
who are under its influence. It is these sections in the oppressed countries 

ho historically are most infatuated with the trappings of formal 
democracy while the basic masses, especially in the countryside, whose 
life goes on pretty much the same with or without a parliament, are much 
less susceptible to these illusions. 

Because of th~ bourgeois democratic nature of the new democratic 
revolution it is both possible and ~ecessary to win these strata over and 
guarantee that their interests will be protected for a substantial period of 
time (and even after the revolution moves ahead to its socialist stage the 
basis is laid to transform and lead the individuals of that class in remolding 
and finding a full place in the future society.) 

.\ 

. But it is also clear that there many features. of the national 
bourgeoisie which make it difficµlt for it to unite with the proletariat: 1) it 
lives by capitalist exploitation 2) it has connections to the world imperialist 
system on which it depends for supplies, technology, sometimes even 
markets 3) it has connections to landed property as well. All this means 
that the national bourgeoisie will c·ontinue to vacillate up to and beyond 
the completion of the new democratic revolution. 

This dual character of the national bourgeoisie is determined by' 
its class character and not fundamentally by the policy of the communists. 

f course, what the communists do will has a significant influence on 
hether and to what degree the national bourgeoisie and those sectors 

........... ched to it ideologically and practically will unite with the revolution, 
t their attitude toward the revolution will mainly depend on the concrete 
ength of the contending camps and their own class nature and interests. 

It is also quite natural that now as the possibility of the defeat of 
e monarchy is looming large, the national bourgeoisie will be in turmoil. 
ome of them may now sense that it is now possible to actually achieve 
bourgeois republic, even some reactionaries may believe that the 
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monarchy has now become a liability that must be liquidated. Many ar~ 
no doubt happy to soo th rovolutlon on tho vorge of seizing poN , 
others may not b o ur . 

Th Id a f a bourgool5 domocrnllc ropubllo In o Nopaf fro ,i, 
imp riali m and feudalism I an Illusion to dnnglo In front of tho ma 'J .. 

But th nnti nnl bourgeoisie and even some sections of tho p i ,, 
b ur i i and intellectuals attached to It actually believe in this illu i . 
No matter how often history in Nepal and the world hammers at th·· 
possibility, the class position of these strata coupled with the ideologi~1 
influences of imperialism means that this illusion will be continuan1 
generated. 

* * * * * * 

Because the illusion of a pure (bourgeois) democracy in thg 
oppressed countries really is just an illusion, reality keeps intruding on 
these strata, forcing them to define their position in terms of the actually 
existing state power and the contending class forces. -This means tha~ 
however much some of the national bourgeoisie and those sectors 
attached to or influenced by it may oppose the reactionary ruling circles! 
there will cont'inue to be a strong _tendency for these sectors to seek 
accommodation with reaction and imperialism. But when a real and 
concrete alternative state·power is posed, things can cha,nge dramaticalfy. 
In Nepal we have seen that the parliamentary parties objectively aligned 
themselves with the reactionary system, through their participation in 
the parliament and go'{ernment and in other ways, most fundamentally 
through their opposition to the people's war. Now that the revolution is 
showing a clear possibility of taking nationwide power, there is a solid 
base for many of the former doubters and vacillators from the middle 
strata to be won to support revolution and for the doubt and vacillation to 
sweep over those sectors who had previously been firm in opposing the 
revolution. All this is important and a good advantage for the revolution. 

But the key to this is the strength· of the people's forces, the firmness 
of the proletariat's determination to continue the revolution through to 
the end, and, on the other hand, the increasing bankruptcy of the old 
order. All of this forces the whole society to choose with which future. 
with which state power, it will ally. Without that compulsion to choose one 
destiny or another, all of the illusions of the national bourgeoisie and the 
urban petite bourgeoisie will return and these illusions will be transformed 
into political programs and policies. 

Revolution Is an act of force by which one section of society seeks 
to overthrow another. Even though the revolution is in the interests of the 
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eopte, and even in the Interests of tho n tlonol bourgooislo to a large 
d gree, it still does, and lndood mun\, er ot compulc; lon on v rlous forcos 
in society, evon nmong th pooplo thorm Iv . f or xornplo, whon the 

rm d trug I b gin In th country or otmtc; 111 o rt w uro•t It In vitably 
i r s nd d to by vlcloll'' countor nUud< uy th rouctlornry rulin cl' ,. ,. , 

v n th · ~ ·tlons of tho masses not lnltlolly moblllzod In tt r v lution 
ill , 11 b compolled to "choose their camp", and bocau~ of th,Jir 

.I ~ natur and interests, as well as the political, idoological and 
u tional work of communists, the vast majority of the workers and 

sants will side with the revolution. But the intermediate strata, such 
s the national bourgeoisie, will hesitate between the two camps and 
ill continually seek some illusory escape from the .basic choice 

confronting society. 

Can there be any doubt how most of the middle classes would 
have voted if they had been given a "free choice" in 1996: should the 
CPN(M) launch a People's War or should it pursue· its goal by more 
"reasonable" means? Today a great portion of these strata has been 
won to the revolution, has chosen to support the.new state power in the 
countryside over the old state power in the capital. But if these strata are 
given.a different choice - the opportunity to vote their illusions - there is 
a strong possib.ility that hesitating support could turn into opposition. 

We fear that the policies your Party is adopting toward the national 
bourgeoisie, as reflected, for example, in calls for elections to a constituent 
assembly, tends to over overlook this basic reality. Instead of calling on 
the national bourgeoisie to join a state apparatus that will clearly be 
under the leadership of the proletariat there is too much of a tendency to 
promise that the proletariat will respect a form of state, a bourgeois 
republic, which, objectively, corresponds to the interests and outlook of 
the bourgeoisie. · 

Not only would such a bourgeois republic fail to solve the 
fundamental problems of the masses, it would also miserably fail to resolve 
even the bourgeois democratic tasks of the first stage of the revolution, of . 
thoroughly destroying feudalism and breaking t~e hold of imperialism on 
the country. Even if the leaders of such a bourgeois republic wan~ed to 
truly liberate the country from imperialism, feudalism and bureaucrat 
capitalism, they cannot do so precisely because a bourgeois state will 
reflect and enforce the relations of production in the old society and the 
relations between Nepal and the world imperialist system. Haven't we seen 
this time and again in the world? Nor should we delude ourselves into 
thinking that if communists were to lead, or a play a role in leading, a 

• bourgeois republic the results would be fundamentally different. 
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"Communist Allendes", or "communist Arlstldos" would be trapped by th~ 
very nature of the r public th y w r pr nldlng ovor, unable to fundamentally 
change the relation In socl ty, urmbl to brouk from tho smothering grip 
of imperlali m and f re d to Ith r bo ·01110 thomoolvoo ropro ontative (Jf 
reaction r r Intl n f pr oductlon and/or crushod. 

b urg ol republic In Nepal would not be a "stopping ston " f'.J :t 
pl ' r public. All we have to do Is look around the world at tho cor i 

f r actionary republics to see what the essentlal features of such a 
t t would be or would soon become and what it would mean for th 

vast majority of people. 

In our opinion, the erroneous understanding about the relationship 
between the dictatorship of the proletariat and democracy most sharply 
expressed in "New State" goes hand in hand with the idea that the 
revolution must pass through a stage of establishing a bourgeois republic. 
In both cases democracy is treated as unconnected to the problem of 
class rule, something that somehow stands above the cleavage of society 
into antagonistic classes. This is reflection of a bourgeois democratic 
outlook, not the communist dialectical materialist world view. 

There is much of importanc~ to be learned )n hpw Mao handled 
similar contradictions in the final months of the civil war with Chiang Kai 
Shek.4 Once the imperialists concluded that the old KMT regime. was 
soon to be finished, they placed their hopes·on precisely those sections 
of the national bourgeoisie and the intelligentsia who were hesitating 
between the two camps. 

"Part of the intellectuals still want to wait and see. They think: the 
Kuomintang is no good and the Communist Party is not necessarily good 
either, so we had better wait and see. Some support the Communist 
Party in words but in their hearts they are waiting to see. They are the 
very people who have illusions about the United States ... They are easily 
duped by the honeyed words of the US imperialists, as though these 
imperialists would deal with People's China on a basis of equality and 
mutual benefit without a stern, long struggle. They still have many 
reactionary, that is to say, anti popular, ideas in their heads, but they are 
not Kuomintang reactionaries. They are the middle of the readers of the 
right wingers in People's China. They are the supporters of what Acheson 
calls "democratic individualism". The deceptive manoeuvres of the 
Ache sons still have a flimsy social base in China." ("Cast Away Illusions, 
Prepare for Struggle", Selected Works, Vol .. IV, p 427). 

Isn't this similar In some Important ways to the situation in Nepal 
today? The important thing to note is that in the above passage and 
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\h 1 \lkr \\ from \ha\ p rlou on\y mon\h b for the final victory 
""' 1 v \u\\on Mno \ r cognlzlng that th rnlddl force 

\ w n ov r, \ha\ \h y cannot bo tr ot d liko ''Kuomintang 
, ,, 1 I " bu\ n\ \ho samo \\mo they are vory much c p tf of 
nm \oo\s In \he hands of International Imperial! m, e p Gially 
u ot their bourgeois democratic Illusions. Mao sought to win th 

over, but he did not let these kinds of forces set the terms. Rath r, 
dvancing \he revolution he continued to compel these forces to 

-~ ose whether or not to accept theterms of the people, of the new· 
_ ocratic revolution, and then did everything In his power to encourage 
- se forces to choose in the correct way. 

Mao also was clear that, once the Kuomintang reactionaries were 
:!_ eated, international imperialism would seek to rely on the supporters 

- ' democratic individualism" as Acheson called them. We have seen 
e same pattern in our own times as well, where imperialism seeks out 

- i d props up forces who, on their own, may have played a positive social 
e under certain conditions. This is the case today, for example, in Iraq, 

1 ·mbabwe, and Venezuela, as well as in the example of Nicaragua cited 
earlier - in all of these cases imperialism finds some national bourgeois 
and other strata (we are leaving aside the case of outright reactionaries), 

nich it can build up and transform in a negative direction. Haven't we 
seen in country after country, for example, how the whole NGO apparatus 
-;as been used precisely to transform and channel ~hat are often the 
j enuine progressive sentiments of some sections of the middle strata 
~1 to programs that objectively accommodate to the domination of 
mperialism? The very class position of these forces, their dominant 
deology, and their political program makes the supporters of "democratic 
tndividualism" susceptible to the sugar coated bullets of the bourgeoisie. 
In fact, we must clearly recognize and educate the masses that 
·democracy" and "human rights" are the ideological battering rams of 
world imperialism even when the Imperialists themselves are promoting 
measures against democracy at home and abroad. Yes, we must expose 
me contradiction between the words of the Imperialists and their evil 
':ieeds, but we cannot avoid the fact that theideology of bourgeois 

mocracy corresponds to their mode of production internationally, not 
he one that we are fighting to bring about. While we oppose th ir 
nde mocratic Institutions, policies and actions we must not willingly or 
nwilling extol the bourgeois democracy and bourgeois d mocr ti 
olitical structures of the old type, that Is those which h v b n built up 
nd incorporated by the world caplt II t y t rn. W mu t b cl r 
urselves and help others to understand th t th bourg ol d rnocr tic 

· eology cannot lead the revolution In the direction It must golf it Is really 
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to liberate the mn and o von , part of tho worldwide proce~: 
toward communism. W ~1 11 11 v r 1·u c I If wo claim their bannor 1· 

our own that I , aroulnq tlmt Ill ' ll lllHlll l11l1
' , not tho lrnporlalist rlr 

the bour i i ' t I l til t ''rt nl, CUIH 111!( Ill " uru '°' d rr10crntr." . Ff , t , , 
an ' tt m t t d ~ will I nd to co11fu 11 lr1u our own r' nk<· ' c woll · (· n, 
p I m r r di 1 ·rnd nmk It difficult to corroctly strugglo , nd IJrt • 

' ith th ~ ' h lass orientation and ideology remain 1.n tho bourgr1r,. 
d m rati f rnmework. 

We are offering this letter as part of what we believe to be 01J 

proletarian internationalist responsibility to support, in the best and mo: 
appropriate way we can, your Party and the People'~ War you are waging. 
Our parties are linked together in the Revolutionary lnternationali: 
Movement and we have both an opportunity and a responsibility . 
struggle over the vital questions of revolution in each of our countri~: 
and in the world as a whole. Not only are we linked in striving for t ~ 
common goal of communism, the advance of the internationaliS{ 
communist movement and the class struggle at this juncture makes ·~ 
necessary and urgent that our parties vigorously pursue our efforts to 
understand the world more completely in order .to ·meet the challenges 
before us. We are sure ~hat you will consider the observations and 
criticisms raised in this letter in that spirit. · 

References : 

Our sincere communist greetings! 

The Revolutionary Communist Party, USA 

October 2005 

1. In speaking of the dictatorship of the proletariat we are also including forms of the 
dictatorship of the proletariat involving different class alliances, particularly the new 
democratic, or people's democratic dictatorship, under the leadership of the proletariat 
that Mao describes. 

2. Our point is not that revolution cannot advance beyond the heights achieved during 
the GPCR. Both the weaknesses as well as the great accomplishments of the Cultural 
Revolution must be examined critically. But the basic point is that democ racy for the 
masses is dialectically related to advancing the proletarian dictatorship. 

3. Although It should also be pointed out that Iran has a vigorous and functioni~ . 
Parliament, competing political parties, and so forth , within the framework of its 
theocracy. 

4. See in particular ~on the People's. Democratic Dictatorship" and the following tour 
articles in Volume IV of Mao's Selected Works addressing the MWhite Paper" prepar 
by Dean Acheson, a leading representative of US Imperialism, about the Chinese 
revolution. 

[ 122] 

Escaneado con CamScanner 

https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download


1 
m' v I 

r given extracts from the 'Revolution' organ of the RCP, USA] 

utline of Views on the Historical Experience of the International 
Communist Movement and the Lessons for Today by Bob Avakian, 
Chairman of RCP, U.S.A., Revolution, June 1981 (This article is an 
excerpt from Decades to Come on. a World Scale, Report adopted 
by the Central Committee of the RCP, USA in the end of 1980) 

(i) Within the international communist movement (before as well as 
after Stalin's influence became dominant in the Comintern) there 
were already developing economist, reformist arid bourgeois 
democratic deviations. [p-5] · 

(ii) Especially after the crushing defeat of the communist in Germany 
with the rise of the fascist from of bourgeois dictatorship (1933), 
heavy defensive and defeatist tendencies grew in the leadership 
of Soviet Union and the.Commintern. Together with the growing _ 
danger of world war, especially of attack on the Soviet Union, 
openly rightist deviation of a fundamental nature, became 
predominant - the promotion of nationalism reformism a,nd 
bourgeois democracy, the subordination ·of everything to the 
defence of the Soviet Union, etc., in a qualitatively greater way 
than before ...... All this was concentrated in the Dimitroff Report 
to the 7th World Congress of the Comintern (1935) and the 
implementation and further development of this line-which, as 
we know, involved, among other things, as one of its key 
ingredients, the basicj repudiation of the Leninist position on 
"defence of the fatherland." This whole line was in its essence 
erroneous [p-5] 

(iii) More essentially, it must be summed up that the analysis which 
ou~ party has upheld, that with the invasion of the Soviet Union 
the nature (the principle aspect) of the war changed-from an 
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inter- imperialist war to ono whoso main aspoct was that betwe12. 
socialism and 11111 orloll 111 I nol corrocl.. .... I bolleve, th 
natur r m In d mnlnly un lnlor-lrnporlollol war. (p·6J 

(iv) And 11 I I lly In th ' 1111 odlullon b !Woon dofoncJ lng th e 
nl n n th n , hnnd uncJ r- upporllny oncJ , dv" nr.,1r, 

r v lul l nary trugglo olsowhero and on tho lntornatlon I It 1', 

a a whol on the other hand, not only was the first a P"J.t 
incorr ctly) treated as the principal one but the other asptJr: 

(which should have been treated as principal) was liquidated in 
sotar as in conflicted with the {narrowly, one-sidedly conceived) 
defense of the Soviet Union {The dissolution of the Cominter 
itself during the war, and especially the explanation given. for 
this, is a sharp expression of this). The fund~mental deviat ion,. 
during this war concentrated in Stalin's speeches. "On the Great 
Patriotic War of the Soviet Union" where the erroneous, anti­
Leninist positions consistently put forWard are so thoroughly (and 
extremely) incorrec.t that they cannot be explained merely by the 
necessity Stalin faced but must be taken as the expression of 
fundamental departures from Marxi~~m-Leninism. [p-6] 

(v) When a new historic conjuncture was shaping up, when that major 
spiral was reaching its concentration point and resolution-raising 
qualitatively greater possibilities for revoluti_onary advance on a 
world scale, which the Soviet and Cominterr1 leadership's line 
largely worked against. [p-6] 

(vi) I am struck by the superficiality of the arguments. To cite a flagrant 
example, in the orginal Party Programmme, in the section "The 
present Situation," it merely says that isince the and of WWI the 
Soviet Union had been established as. a socialist state and ..... "So 
with the German invasion of the USSR in 1941, WWII changed 
..... It became a battle for the defen,ce of the future, as it was 
already being realized by the Soviet · working people in building 
socialism." . "Similarly, in the article "On the Character of world 
War 2" (The communist, V1 I N1) at one point it is simply stated 
that "Everything described above changed with drastic swiftness 
on June 22, 1941 ..... This changed the nature of the war and 
required a totally new orientation." [p-8] 

(vii) That the character of the war did change has represented in fact 
a rationalization for-and an attempt to give the best interpretation 
to- the overall erroneous line of the leadership of the USSR (and 
the Comintern as long as it existed on WW2. This was actually a 
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line of incorrectly subordinating ovorythlng to th dofonco of the 
ovi t Union and alone wltll tlml downplnylm or ov n cJ nying 

th n d t advnm: 1 vulullo11my r,fru{ Jlo 1lnowt1 ro fh, t 
nll l ll'd wltll 1111: 111\1 rowly (oml ovor tll orrorioou ly) oorw 1lv d 
fc1 Kc I th -. H, und It , rluunly dovlatod from th corroct, 

l ninl ·t annly··ls ol lmporlullsm and irnporlalist war and from th'J 
Mai xi ·t- L ninist stand on the nature of the state as opposed to 
b ur ois democratic camouflage of this nature) and other 

ard inal questions. In short while we have criticized a number of 
tile paticular deviations associated with this overall line, we have 
not(up until now) made a deep-going analysis of this-nor fully 
broken with the overall erroneous orientation of Stalin et.al. on 
this question, which represents a concentration of much of wha1 
constitutes the roots of revisionism in the international communist 
movement (p-8) 

(viii) In sum : the second world war, from beginning to end, was the 
second world inter-imperialist war- this was its principal aspect 
and overall character even after the Soviet Union was . invaded 
and became involved in the war (p-9) 

Some notes on military and Diplomatic History of WW2 by a comrade 
of RCP,USA., Revolution June, 1981 

(ix) Stalin went so far as to imply that in the whole period before the 
outbreak of the war, the U.S.-British.bloc of imperialists had been 
real peace lovers. "It is a f~ct that the aggressor nations in the 
present war had an army of invasion ready even before the war 
broke out, whereas the peaceful nations did not even have a fully· 
satisfactory covering army for mobilization. Unpleasant facts such 
as the Pearl Harbor "incident" the loss of the Philippines and other· 
islands in the Pacific, the loss of Hong Kong and Singapore, when 
Japan, as an aggressor nation proved to be better prepared for 
war than Great Britain and the Unite States who pursued a peace 
policy, cannot be regarded as accidents. (Stalin's italics) what ·is 
really a fact here is that this is fundamental departure from Marxism­
Leninism on the nature of the state and imperialism and represents 
intact the subordination of Marxism to nationalism in the form of 
the defence of the Soviet Union(p. 14-15) · 

e cannot Beat the Enemy while Raising this Flag. Revolution, June 
1981. . . 

x) Imperialist countries were classified into "aggressor" (I.e., fascist) 
and "n~n-aggressor" (bourgeois-democratic imperialist) states. 
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In th fi r t t ory, th fnscist bourgeoisie was accused of bei , 
"d tr y r of th rrn tion" und upholders of "barbari n · 
( m thin dlfh r nt fro rn c 1pltuli 0 m). In the second" "nr)r 

l r l r" nm1 th IJ Lll'tJ uioio wo0 (At loast for a whilr, . 
th 1 l • 0 ) nl 0 n ~ unod of botruylng tho nation, but hr ff ~ . 
h r w that it was doing so by giving, In app'>a;_. ,, 
urr ndering to the fascist aggressors. In common botw on r/, 

these analyses was the idea that the proletariat should "or>p~.. ,/.·/) 
the bourgeoisie in the imperialist countries on the basis of br.; ~ 
the ''true defenders of the nation." Increasingly, and speci~ · 
after the Soviet Union was attacked the ma$k of "opposing" w2 
thrown aside and the open line taken up of uniting with ... ~ · 
bourgeoisie ..... increasingly under the bourgeois and chauvini: 
banner of defending the (imperialist) nation. (p-25) 

(xi) In Imperialism Lenin saw and analyzed all the essential decacip,;· 
an reactionary tendencies of the imperialist countries ·and shew~ _ 
why they were due to the features common to all capitalism in :.. 
highest stage-and to nothing else. He analyzed why imperialisr 
tends toward repression and violation of bourgeois democrac'J. 
and why it aggressively seeks -world domination and redivisiQ:' 
of the world through -war even noted that leading up to World Wa 
1. Germany was the openly lusting up and coming imperialis 
which had been largely cut out from the imperialist feast, so " 
was the more openly aggressive. But all this didn't lead him tc 
talk about "aggressor" and "non aggressor" states or to take sides 
(p-25) 

4. !he line of Comintern on the Civil War in Spain, Revolution, June 198 
I 

(xii) In Spain, to be blunt, the possibilities for big revolutionar) ~ (XV') 
1 

advances in that country and worldwide were sacrificed to the 1 
• 

defence-on a state to-state level of. the Soviet Union(p-34) 1 

(x.iii) Stalin and the. Comintern opposed revolution in Spain(p 53) 

5. Conquer the world- The International Proletariat must and Will b 
Bob Avaikian special issue No. 50 of Revolution, 

· (xiv) We can see some confusion in Marx and Engels, again espec· . 
viewed the perspective we have from history and the less 
summed up from history, on this question of the nation and 
whether or not it is correct to view the working class as being tht 
inheritors & those best carrying forward the ·tradition, the bes 
tradition of the nation. This question is not needs saying but shoU 
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b said, just in case wha~ er.Jlrguing might lead lo any confusion, 
tl,a\ Marx and Engels, bO\(t In tholr summation of tho Commune 

,,, II a in th Ir prnc\lco around tho Communo It olf, were 
vi usl 1 u\ \·rndln ·~ upportors und promotor of prolotarian 

ii tt 1 n, \i 1nli ' "' : \hut' clonr ull tho wo.y through tho urnmation of 
t mmun . Their Is not a summation done form the narrow 

int t vi w of the French nation, but there is that confusion. (p·3) . . 

. Now just in passing one thing that should be said is that in Lenin 
himself, and not simply later in the Soviet Party and the 
international movement there is a wrong view, a view contrary to 
a certian degree to Leninism in fact, on the question of the 
Versaillas Treaty and how to deal with it in Germany, which is not 
totally unconnected with these things I've been discussing. Earlier 
Lenin took and fought for a qasically correct position, for example 
in Left-Wing Communism, on that question of the Versailles Treaty 
where he said that on the basis of internationalism German 
Communists should not put themselves in a position of allowing 
the bourgeoisie to corner them into coming out and saying they're 
against the Versailles Treaty and should determine their attitude 
toward the Versailles Treaty on the basis of interests of the 
international proletariat and the world revolution . But then there 
begins to creep in the view, even somewhat appearing· in Lenin 
and certainly carried forward after him, of pushing the communists 
in Germany a little bit-and this is not accidental and ties in 
somewhat with his sort of early and partial analysis of the three 
parts of the world, if you will ~q raise the national banner in 
Germany against t.he Versailles Treaty and against the victors 
flast at the expense of Germany. (p.16) 

(xvi) Stalin's position is a muddle, whereas Khrushchev resolved the 
muddle; and in that contradiction Stalin's muddle is infinitely 
preferable to Khrushchev's. resolution but it's still a muddle and 
not very good. (p-28) 

xvii)Stalin did what he could do (and in some cases it was n't 
insignificant) to kill the revolutionary struggle of the masses in 
order not to bring down the wrath of U.S. Imperialism. (p-28) 

xviii} Returning to the question of Mao : also linked to the general 
erroneous tendencies in Mao-too much of a country by country 
perspective, the tendency to see things too much In terms of 
nations and. national struggle- something else that should be 
reviewed here briefly is c9nfuslon and some of Mao's errors on 
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.the ~uestion of internal and oxtl~~P I, and In particular the intern;;1 

basis of chan and th xt mnl condition of change and h('J,
1 

this appli - in th r lntlon°hlp IJotwoon rovolutlons In particu1~ , 
countrl , n th on hnnd, and tho ovorull world strugglo ar 
th w rid ~ 1tuutl 11, 011 tho othor. Evon In Mao dosplto and : 

ntra I ti n to his contributions, to and doveloprnent r,1 

m t ri list dialeclics there were some metaphysical tendenci~: 
' rhich interpenetrated with nationalist tendencies on thi· 
question. (p. 34) 

( ·ix) "On Contradiction" the way it's presented is that China is th~ 
internal and the rest of the world is the external . And what we'v~ 
emphasized in opposition to this is viewing the process of the worn 
historic advance from the bourgeois epoch to the communist epoch 
as something which in fact takes place in an overall sense on a 
world scale, is .a world process and both arises out of and is 
ultimately determine by the fundamental contradiction of capitalism 
which, with the advent of imperialism, has become the fundamental 
contradiction of this process on a world scale. This was something 
that Lenin began to stress with his analysis of imperialism but was 
not fully developed by Lenin, at -least in an all around way and 
specifically in a philosophical sense; and it was gotten away from 
very sharply by the international communist movement after Lenin. 
And here again it was a case where there was not a redical rupture 
in a through going way on the part of Mao. (p-35) 

, . 

(xx) All this, in turn, is linked with a wrong view of, or a wrong method 
of dealing with, the question of the development of conjunctures. 
It's not that Mao totally failed to grasp the question and the 
importance of conj~nctures shaping up; certainly he grasped this 
in a certain way in relationship to World War 2, for example and 
how that interpenetrated with the Chinese revolution. But we have 
to understand how Mao's approach to such· historic situations 
reflected certain errors that go along with what I said earlier about 
this orientation as set forth in "On Policy", of attempting to line up 
all the progressive forces or all the forces that can be lined up, 
against one main enemy, especially in the face of a developing 
conjuncture line that and in particular of a world war. 

(xxi) We also have to guard against a view that can develop 
spontaneously In the movement of presenting the course of the 
Chinese revolution as a "model" In the Incorrect, metaphysical 
sense. In the main although there are, very secondarily, some 
tendencies toward this in Mao-he overwhelmingly struggled 
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against just such an error. But still it crops up and it goes alone 
with the kind of error (p- 35) 

(xxii)lrJ particular, there Is a tondoncy toward kind of absolute, 
mechanic I, m tuphyslcnl vlow thnt thoro ur two typos of 
countri in th world and ono of thorn has ono- tago r volution 

nd th oth r has two-stage revolutions and the way you rnak 
r v lution in a country that-has a two stage revolution is the way 
they did it in China, more or less, with some concrete application 
to conditions in your country; that is, you put forward new 
democracy as your programme, you go to the country side 
surround the· cities from the country side, wage protracted 
people's war and eventually capture power. (P- 35). 

(xxiii)There is the specific criticism to be made of Mao on the question 
of nations, national struggle and the world revolution: not only in 
the Anna Louise Strong intervi.ew and in "On Policy" .but also in 
the General Line polemic the tendency shows up to see thi:igs 
to much country-by- country separated from each other, too much 
in terms of nations and · national struggle and too muc~ in terms 
of identifying one enemy and rallying everybody against it. In the 
case of the· General Line polemic, U.S. imp~rialism .. was seen as 
the main enemy at the stage arid the other imperiali.st countries 
that advice~was to struggle against the monopoly' capitalist ~nd · 
reactionary forces who betrayed the national inte~est, in other 
words who were allying with U.S .. i~perialism; overall this was 
not correct (p- 35} · 
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1 

.. 2 .. 

~ m R solution on I 
[Her are given extpert from the "Aesolutlon or lnt~rnatlon~1 

Communist Movement (ICM)" of the NCP (Mashal) presented tot 
International Conference of Marxist-Leninist partle and 
organizations of world In 1984 and later adopted by 5th Congre 
of NCP {Mashal In 1990] / 

Principal World Contradiction 

Mao's analysis of principal contradiction in the world holds true for 
the present too. The contradiction bet",Veen the oppresse.d nations and 
imperialism is the principal .contradiction e~en today [p-8] · 

Emerging Danger of New-Trotskyism 

Today, while evaluation the history and experience of ICM, the 
tendency of attacking upon Stalin on the part of many Marxist-Leninist 
parties of the world is on the increa~ing !······Stalin is particularly criticized 
tor his policies of building-up of socialism in one country and his various 
policies during second world war specially those concerning anti-Fascist 
united front & Spain, dissolution of Commintern etc. On the basis of aJI 
these criticisms they declare that in many questions, Stalin had 
fµndamentally deviated from Mafxism-Leninism, had no dialectical 
outlook, was opponent of proletarian internationalism and chauvinist, 
reformist and rightist. Some of Stalin's analyses and conclusion have 
been proven wrong and it also cannot be denied that he made some 
tactical mistake too. But ....... such mistak.es:.and weaknesses of Stalin ... ) 

are secondary aspects of his life. The P.r!ncipal aspects of him is that 
basically he was a great Marxist-Leninisf~ '8.p'roletarian internationalist 
and he had made unvaluable historical contributions for the advancement 
of communist movement and world socialist revolution. It will not be 
possible to lead the party and revolution on right direction in future by 
negating the great revolutionary aspects of Stalin, but will lead to another 
erroneous deviation, clearly towards Trotskyism prove wrong by history. 
I of we can not lead the party and revolution to the right direction by 
~orrectly evaluating history we will be victim of noe-Trotskyism again. It 
is necessary. to be alert about it well in time. [p-13-15] 
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Mistakes of Stalin 
Mao has criticized Stalin by saying "Stolln hod a fair amount of 

, taphysics in him and taught mnny pooplo lo follow motaphyslcs, ba~i~g 
that riticism some quurtors In tho lntornotlonal Morxl t-Lonm1st 
, m nt today are accusing of Stalin's views as not bolng dialoc1ica l 
~i :rn i1i ant extent an and of him as not being able to soe and 

\ 1 ~ r hend correctly the struggle and unity between the 
sites ....... Several mistakes have been committed by Stalin in different 

• 1 s and some of them are of a serious nature. Stalin's erroneous 
: nceptions on the inevitability of class struggle in the socialist period and 
he restoration of capitalism have been talke.d about already. Similarly 
everal serious mistakes had been committed by Stalin during the Second 
arid War about the revolutionary struggles in China and Western Europe. 
e possibility of his committing some mistake in other field ~swell cannot 
ruled out. However, some mistakes have. been committed by Marx, 

ngels, Lenin or even Mao during the course of practice. It would be a 
mistake to accuse on that basis that their views were 'metaphysical. The 
same is true about Stalin too. Some mistakes were committed by him in 
the context of the analysi°s of the situation, policy formulation or their 
· plementation. Th.us it would not be correct to accuse his view itself 
was metaphysical just because of such mistakes~ [p-24.:.25] 

. Mistakes <?f.Mao:..Tse-Tung · 
Mao lea"fh·ed from the experiende of ·restoration of' capita] ism in 

Russia and the Great proletarian Cultural Revolution (GPQR) was started 
o mobilize people in massive scale in . the class ·struggle that is 

·ndespensible in whole period of socialist constrµction and against the 
p ossibility of restoration of capitalism. there in · ...... ~Certainly capitalism 
has at last been restored in China despite that struggle. Yet we should 
try to understand that failure not in mechanical ·form, but in dialectical 

ay. Firstly, failure of GPCR does ·not refute its relevance. But the fact 
that restoration had taken place in China underlines the necessity of 
conducting of Cultural Revolution, or the class struggle more clearly, in 
m ore effective and extreme form, secondly, some serious kinds of 

eaknesses have had way in the Chin.ese party and GPCR. In this context 
e mistakes of Mao towards Lin Piao and Hua Ko-Feng in general and 

ards Chou-En-Lai in particular, are worthy of mention ...... A weakness 
GPCR was that it · could · not persistently wage the struggle against 

hau-En-Lai who was clearly a right wing opportunist in disguise. It was 
e result of that very weakness that the campaign started against Chau· 
n-Lai during the course of GPCR could not successfully advance nd 
is position remain~d basically unshaken. Not only that Mao, becau of 
fluence of Chou, supported the rehabilitation of Teng and others thrown 
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out in the cour of ulturn l I lovolutlon nnd In that way declaratio 
creeped In th motion of c 111t11 rnl Hovolutlon to some oxtont. Attor t h~ 
death of h u, lil t 1olc of n 1l J lmmuulnt >ly rolmJlc;'1tod that tho d ci ir,r, 
r a rd In r h lbll ltntlon of 1< nn w1w 111 f ucl, wrong. Tho act of prornrJfir,,1 

in th ll nd r ·hip tho ontrlst opportunist llko Huu-Ko-Fong, whrJ ,,...,. 
n r mov d from the party loadershlp of Hunan during l1Jlt1J r~ 

r v lutlon, Instead of Chang-Chun-Chiao, Chiang-Ching and oth r, w ,, 
' r on the fore front In struggle against right wing forces during Ir 
ourse of GPCR, also was a mistake of Mao. Latter (Hua) becam') 1 

source of Chinese counter revolution and thereby, history proved righ 
the contention that the act of rais.ing him in that way into leadership wa) 
wrong. But these mistakes should not imply to mean that Mao's 
understanding itself· towards right wingers of "centrist" elements Waj 

unduly compromising. Mao had got to be compelled to make risk tha1 
compromises with in "Centrist" opportunists only because of untted 
pressure of right wingers or "centrist" opportunists and relatively weaker 
position of revolutionary Marxist-Leninists. Therefore, those mistakes ct 
Mao were chiefly born of situation. However mistakes of Mao are h~ 
minor and secondary aspects and the trend of adjudging wrong the 
fundamental relevance of Mao Tse-Tung thought and his great 
revolutionary struggle, which are his principal aspect because, of these 
(weaknesses) should be fought back with .determination. (p. -25-28) 

. Possibility o.f New Trotskyite Trend 
What ~re the .objective and subjective · factors behind the 

degeneration of socialist systems in all the world including Soviet Union 
& China? Numerous fallacious conceptions have emerged in the ICM 
while probing into this question. Amongst many of the communist parties 
of the world today there is an ·increasing tendency to draw wrong 
conclusions from the history a.nd e~perierices of the ICM and fo discard 
many of the fundamental principles of proven veracity through the long 
revolutionary struggle and experiences. Such erroneous conceptions are 
the consequenc·es of practicing grossly subject wise,· crudely, academic 
and static methods rather than adopting an historical materialist outlook 
on the study of history and experiences of the ICM. After all why did the 
socialist system fall of from all the socialist countries of the world? How 
can suc.h a possibility be forestalled now? Communist all over the world 
are impatient and anxious for answer to these questions. At this juncture 
there is an increasing danger of Marxist-Leninist parties of . differenl 
countries getting swayed by the falsified propositions without attempting 
to ascertain the correct side of the picture on history and experiences ol 
the ICM and on many of the fundamental principles and thus plunging 
the ICM once again into a new kind of deviation or a Trotskyite deviatiofl· 
In this contest, the heavy responsibility of clearing out the roots of all 
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such deviations and defending proposition of Mnrxlsm-Lonlnlsm and Mao 
Tse-Tung thought has descendod on tho 0 houldors of truo Marxist­
Leninists of the world. 

The other serious objoctlonoblo aspoct of thl · diGputo h th:- t 
- me of th partl~s have publicly discussing tho lsnuos of ICM hi"t,,ry 
nd th r fundamental questions without proper debate and consultation" 

• t tl1 international level. In the course of their open polemics they have 
r t nly branded Stalin as reformist, rightist and chauvinist, but also not 

sitated to denounce him on certain issues as person sinfully divorced 
tram the tenets of Marxism-Leninism. A serious rift and controversy 

ritl1in the ICM had been generated by Khruschev's censure of Stalin 
during the Congress of Soviet Party, though in the closed session, without 
prior consultation with the fraternal parties. Today, the new land of such 
public controversy on Stalin amongst the communists tempered by the 
long struggle against Khrushevite · revisionism to Teng's renegation is 
bound too exert unfathomable negative impacts on the communists who 
are in the process .of. forging a new inte~national soliqarity after counter 
revolution in China. Nevertheless, we have to make a correct assessment 

f this neo-Trotskite ·danger fn the new guise and strengthen the unity 
nd organization of true Marxist-Leninist at the international level by 
aging two-line struggle against the numerous erroneous conceptions 
urfac.ing ·in the ICM. [p. 29-31] · · 

Socialism in .c;>ne country 
The severest accusation of the Trotskyi.tes against Stalin concerns 

he question of building ~ocialism in one country-in Russia. According 
o their exposition such a proposition ·was in principle anti-Marxist-Leninist, 
onsequently, Russian Party fell prey to chauvinism and many other 
eviations and ultimately turned · into revisionist and non-revolutionary 
uring Stalin's time itself. In the present ICM these Trotskyite accusations 
re being presented in new forms. [p. 31] . . 

Defense of USSR 
It is also contended that Stalin's emphasis on defence of Soviet 

· n ion was against proletarian internationalism. Priority he bestowed on 
tense of Soviet Union during fascist aggression against it, is being 

particularly pranded as an act of outright renegation vis-vis .the interests 
f world revolution. This is a state invective of Trotskyites against Stalin, 

ich is now being hurled with a new 'fresh' make up. Though Trotskyites, 
- -·-usations have been repeatedly debated within the ICM as they ar 

ow presented in new forms they have demanded further dissection. 
hose who are hurling these charges on Stalin now have pr nt d 
efense of Soviet Union and world proletarian· revolution th n n tw 

--~"'ntradictory aspects. This formulation Is fundamentally wrong. (p. ] 
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, 
• 

The question of Spain 
Stalin has been vlgorou ly donouncod on tho quostlon of Sp in 

too ...... the sam l lotskylt s µropo' lllorm uro onco uyaln forwardt'J' in 
new guise. Art r all how far aro thoso concoptlons lndopond nt 1 

Trotskylt p rvenslon and vindictive postu res? This quostlon h(J•J 1 
attract mor att ntlon then the question on Spain. [p-35] 

Character of Second World War 
Today, the character of Second World War is controverted on th'! 

ground that it was like the first one, inter imperialist war from the beginning 
to end. This is a fallacious argument.. ..... The conception that fails to discern 
the clear, important basic differences between .the two stages of Second 
World War can not claim the remotest relations with Marxism-Leninism 
and Mao Tse-Tung thought, and is in fact, a dangerous·deviation. [p-36] 

Anti-Fascist Unite Front 
At a line when Fascism was living menace to the whole wor1d 

and.specially Soviet Union and when Soviet Union·arid the revolutionary 
forces were not in a position to counter.it single handedly, formation of 
the Anti-Fascist United front was n'ot Oflly indispensable and timely, but 
an act of extreme brilliance ....... repudiating all suqh ·great and historical 
achievements of the Anti-Fascist United front, ·staliri's united fron_t policy 
as such in now being subjected-to outright condemnation. [p. 36] · 

Dissolution of Comintern 
Dissolution of Comintern during the · world y.rar was also the 

consequence of the peculiar specificities of the Second World War. To 
decipher correctness or otherwise of the policies followed then the basic 
issues ought to be taken note of : first, survival of Soviet Union was 
threatened by fascist aggression. Seco.nd, tre prime international 
obligation of the moment in the interest of the world proletariat and the 
revolution, was the defence of Soviet Union, at that time as the strength 
of Soviet Union alone was nofenough to counter fascist aggression and 
jefend Soviet Union. It was a pre-requisite to ~orge tactical alliance with 
~nti-Fascist imperialist forces for the purpose. Even Trotsky has conceded 
:hat in the absence of such alliances extermination of Soviet Union was 
in objective reality. Still he maintains that even then such alliances or 
mited front should have been concluded. On his own admission, th t 
vould have meant obliteration of the Soviet Union. But Stalin did not 
ulfill their pious wishes, instead, he forged alliances with the USA, the 
~reat Britain, France and other to raise a second front against Hitler, 
11ussolini and company. In such a war-born situation and objective 
1ecessity that Comintern was dissolved. [p-36] D · 
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[Pr nt d by Com. M.B. Singh to the International Conf r nc 
f th Marxist-Leninist Parties and Organizations held Jn 1984] 

I, on behalf of the Nepal Communist Party (Mashal) seriously take 
not of the fact that tendency of a kind of deviation on the question of 
nationalism and national revolutionary movements, to some extent on 
the question of New Democratic Revolution too, has taken place in a 
series of articles, documents of'the RCP, USA and in its draft document 
presented here to this second International conference of Marxist- Leninist 
parties and organizations of the world .. 

First of all it seems that HCP is trying to weaken the very ideological 
foundations of nationalism and national revolutionary movement. For this 
propose Marx, Engels, and Lenin are interpreted in a confusing way, 
Stalin is opposed in a antagonistic way, Mao criticized in a friendly way 
and the history of .the during WW II period is evaluated in a wrong way. 

In the articles publis_hed In Revolution, organ of the RCP, it is 
claimed that on the q~estion of nationalism Marx and Engels were in 
"'some confusion"1, Lenin" went against Leninisrri"2, Stalin's policies" were 
•tundamental departure from Marxism-Leninism'13, and Mao showed up 
the tendency of seeing things" in terms . of nationalism and national 
struggle"4 - · · , 

That criticism of Marx, Engles, Lenin, Stalin and Mao is an example 
of seeing things in metaphysical way. It is because of such metaphysical 
outlook that they are seeing only absolute, but not relative: only general, 
but not particular; only external; bu·t not internal; only whole, but not part; 
only subjective, but not objective, only.world, but not country; only world 
revolution, but not national revolution; only . internationalism, but not 
nationalism. Their metaphysical approach is manifested on many 
ideological and political questions and because of anti-Marxist outlook 
f seeing the world they have not been able to grasp the dialectical 

r(:;lationship existing between inter.nationalism and nationalism and 
t.oncluded that on this question 11Marx did not fully grasp the meaning 
and implications of even what he himself had commented on earli r.5 

And they RCP 11fully" grasp" "the meaning and lmpllcatlons" that Marx 
himself did not; okl . 
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Their mechanical und r0 f undlJ11g of prolotarlan lntornatlonali rn 
based upon whnl Mnrx "com111onlc d onrllor" ovorlook tho cro ti l 'l 
developm nt of Mm lem· I ( nlnlnm mudo by Murx, ·ngof and niri. 
Their in ability of tnklnn Int vorn Id rnllon tho hlotorlcnl xp rl n 
lal r ~ rl d nnd lool(lllg up n r-orno pnrtlculur quo Ilona op;ir, tiri , t 
fr m th whol , has mado tho r~CP to ovaluato tho history of th ff 
durin WW II In n wrong way. RCP has concluded that "the Lino ( ) CJf t · ~ 

vi t and Comintern to WW II ..... was basically wrong" and a devlatlr. 
in th line of the Communist International had taken place.8 According o 
them, the principal aspect of WW II even after the attack upon the USSF: 
was inter-imperialist and united front against fascism a "departure in , 
significant aspect from Leninism".7They (RCP} even go to such an exten ' 
as to see a kind of antagonistic contradiction between the defense of th~ 
USSR and the interests of the world proletarian revolution. Their attar;,. 
against Stalin has taken such an antagonistic turn that they have no 
hesitation even to say: "Stalin did what he could so (and in some casP,,--
it was not insignificant} to kill the revolutionary struggle of the masses in 
order not to bring down the wrath of U.S. imperialism".8 . 

At a time when there was a serious danger to the first socialist 
Republic of the world which was a great historical achievement of the 
whole world, it had become a primary duty of the proletariat and 
oppressed people of the world to fight to defend it, the· base of the world 
at that time. The concept of taking such an intern.ational duty as "a line of 
incorrectly subordinating everything to the defense of the Soviet UnionD!t 

· is nothing but to see things from the point or view of narrow and bourgeois 
nationalism. By adopting such a proletarian internationalist policy toward 
the question of the defense of the · USSR, the Comintern and Stalin in 
fact promoted world socialist revolution and safeguarded it. To separate 
the defense of a socialist country and world revolution from each other 
and even to see an antagonistic contradiction between them is a 
fundamental departure from Marxism and Mao Tse-Tung Thought and 
proletarian internationalism. It is because of this that the' RCP, USA has 
not been able correctly to evaluate the history of the ICM during WWII 
period and after wards. We ar.e nor against evaluating the history of the 
ICM during WWII and after wards and drawing lesions from that. We also 
hold view that Stalin has made many. mistakes, such mistakes were in 
the analysis of objective situation and in implementation of policies. But 
basically his apprqach was correct, dialectical materialist, and he w 
great Marxist- Leninist and promoter of proletarian internationalism. 

RCP negates nationalism totally In Imperialist countries. From t 
. reference that Lenin has made about the "pride" of language of "our 
country" and 11progressive cultural heritage and revolutionary movement 
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ti t il ir , ma cs in Russla"10 for which th ft P ha~ r c '" d f ·• JfJI r 
, inst L ninl m'\ it I not difficult to concf iw Hn t hy nn f lfin J p. trir, i"m 
1 ~ c tionnli. min t tnlily In lm1 Pl lollr-1 t: untr l n ;p lrdnr,f ha I'> , , 1, Ir " ' 

lnism. f\ . with nnlll nnll 111 111 upprc n t d fl 1tl<>rl' 1hr r rt r nnt ir, 1: 1 
uvini. m I l 11 ( ~ l nlinn rt nt;llunnry Int H I r;rn1r1<1t b 1, , 1'1r lf: rl , 

, " Iv in lht im1 u I lli 'I ountrl too o lony o ~ (rmti nall rn r )rr: ,.~ , 
:t ntit )t nt , int r sts ond movomont of tho workln cl ~ i 

1
:t ,1, 

, 1 u ~ l n t b opposed. Such nationalism i alway p r ) 
,, ti nnli m and world revolution and always must be. 

RC (CPI-ML), India in its draft document statos: "National qu "fiGn 
en generally solved in all the imperialist countries and nationali m 

~ uch generally does not have progressive role in them."11 "Gen rally" 
.ans that even in these countries nationalJsm can have a progressive 

to some extent. This stand is correct. 

The incorrect approach of RCP to this question caused them o 
· i ~ ize the Dimitroff report to the 7th congress for reducing the proletariat 

supporters of the bourgeoisie:·12 It also criticized "General line" for 
ing national interests in imper'ialist countries ~nd Mao and the CPC 

r "never fundamentally" breaking with the view that "has been an 
"'epted principle of the· international communist movement" since "the 
venth Congress of the Commintern· in 1935"13 For RCP what Marx 
d Engels said is "confusion'; and what Lenin said is "against Leninism 
e credit for "fundamentally" breaking with the -"accepted principles of 
international communist movement" goes to RCP. 

The logical consequence of . this absolute and metaphysical 
derstanding of nationalism and evaluation of the history of the IC 

uring WWII perioq and afterward in a mechanical 'proletarian 
ternationalist way' has become such that their approach to the question 
national revolutionary movements in colonial and neo.-colonial countries 
s become basically misleading. While analyzing the present world 

ituation they have drawn the conclusion that at present in the 
ternational situation the inter-imperialist contradiction particularly 
ntradiction between two. superpowers has become principal and war 

become main trend in the world. This conclusion is quite different 
that of the General Line of CPC in 1963, which maintained that th 

ntradiction between oppressed nations and imperialism is princip I 
e and revolution is the main trend of the world. It clearly said th t th 
untries of Asia, Africa and Latin America are main revolutionary · nt r . 

I 

Document of the RCP states that, as the situation has changed, 
e conclusion of the General Line Is no longer valid. So the national 

evol~tionary movement of the world has become secondary, the inter 
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imperialist rivalry being principal which dotermines all other fundam~ , 
contradictions and nffolr of tho pro ont world. To prove propriety of rt- .' 
conclusion th y r for to tho cone pl of torrltorlal division of the 'Nr; 
amon th im1 rlnll t 1 owuro ' dom;rlbo In lrnporlallsm : th Hi~~' · 
Sta f apltnll0 m by L nln HCP polnlo oul that In tho pr rit ,,, 
itunti n t "Divi ion of tho world" has roachod to such an x ~nt ··, 

' rar ha b en necessary for the redivision of tho worfd, Th'l i ~ ·· · 
imp rialist rivalry is increasing and the danger of world wa,. ~ ·· , 
incr asing. But this factor has not reached such an extent as to m=:,. 
the contradiction between oppressed nations and imperialism a-, 
national revolution a secondary one in the present world. 

Their conclusion that inter-imperialist contradiction has be<h : 
main contradiction is based upon the mechanical understanding of ~: 
world and anarchist nature of capitalist production and they have -: 
been able to give any concrete analysis to justify that the object·.: 
situation of the "general Line" period has basically changed. 

· The RCP supports th~ new democ~atjc . revolution in its docum~ 
presented to the Conference. It states that the view opposing the prin · ·: 
of new democratic revolution is "promoted by. ·Trot~kyites, soc:: 
democratis and petty bourgeois critics .qt re\/olutio~afy Marxism".14 Tr.:: 
is true. But .the problem is that by the Chairman of the RCP, Mao is criticizs.: 1 
for his "tendency.toward a kind of absolute 'me.chanicall metaphysical . . 
of "two -stage revolution"15• Jt is a tendency,toward a.kind of "reMation­
new democratic revolution in colonial and semi~colonial countries. In tfi: : 
light of what RCP comrades themselves h~ve mentioned their docume: 
presented in the conference, there is ground to think that in opposition :: : 
''two-stage revolution" is in direct or indirect way the view of "Trotskyites 
social democrats and petty bourgeois critics" has been reflected. This v· 
has not been self-criticized or criticized by the RCP. So in spite of whz 
stand they have taken in their draft document, in one form or another thai 
view still holds good and its appearance in a new context in future cann 
be ruled out. So this aspect should be taken seriously. · 

On the whole we conclude that understandfng of RCP about the 
question of revolution in colonial, neocolonial or semi-colonial countries 
is not correct and is misleading. There are many other questions, tl'l 
where we differ, which will be elaborated in the course of two-line stru J 

in future. We also differ with stand taken by the. CRC (CPI-ML), lndi 
the question of Stalin, mainly. that of criticizing him for his "basic 1 

metaphysical approach.''16 We do not differ with the criticism that it (CR\} 
has made Stalin concerning his misunderstanding of the class struggl~ 
and development of the productive forces. But while criticizing him (Stalin) ' 

[ 138] 

ti 
(I 

ti 
r 

ii 

Escaneado con CamScanner 

https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download


1 hnvr overlooked tho hlstorlcnl Llmlf9 rmd ohj c:fiv umditif> 1 , ' , 
1 

ndc him unoblo to tmdorstond cor r <J tly tf1r """ '' ''' f;I., ''' ' 1,1, · 
£' U R, It i b au 'O of fh( Ir (CllC'1 ) orH l<lf d 1prr,, M lh, r It ~ 
v<' n t b . . n n k t und 1 tnnd hi W( nkn r c<Jrr r. tly. 

I \\I( uld Ill c to ell th following pnmgrnph from f ti ''ff J'Vil11tlrJ , 
t nnllonnl communist Movornont" of NCP (Ma hal) pr ~ nlnrJ ro 
• n: Ii 111al ' nf r nee: 

11 rious rift and controversy within the ICM had been gnnf)r torJ 
111 ushcl1ev's censure of Stalin during the Congress of Soviet party 

, ugh in the closed session, without prior consultation with rho fratrirnaf 
ties. Today now the new brand of such public controversy on "tafin 

. ong the communists tempered against Khrushchyvite revisionism 0 
eng's reenegation is bound to exert unfathomable negative impac 
1ward the process of forging a new international solidarity after counter 

.. ' olution in China. Nevertheless, we have to make correct assessment 
' this neo-Trotskyite danger in the new guise and strengthen the unity 

end organization of the true Marxist- Leninist at the international level by 
aging two-Line struggle against the numerous erroneous conceptions 

- rfacing in ICM."17 

Not only the numerous erroneous conclusions of RCP, but also 
: .. e wrong method that it has adopted by denouncing Stalin as po!nted 
: :.rt above has done much harm to the unity and ·organization of true 
farxist- Leninists at the international level and in the process of forging 

new internationalist solidarity after cpunter- revolution in china. However, 
'CP (M) hopes that a healthy and friendly two line .struggle will be able 
o pull down the confusion prevailing in- the international communist 

movement at present and the process of international unity and 
organization will be strengthened. 

As it is quiet clear, NCP (M) has serious difference with RCP, USA 
and to some extent with CRC (CPI-ML) , India and other parties and 
groups too. But we believe in the dynamic nature of two·line struggle. 
The Dynamics of two-line struggle is such that the different and 
~nanimous views have the tendency of being changed into opposites, 
11t; courses having unity today many differ later, and vice-versa. The 
'lJrnrades having different views on a question may agree with each 
~ther on a different question. Not only that, the party taking a particular 
\)tand in the conference may have struggle within its own party In futur 
they might take the opposite stand than what they have taken today. So 
the opinion and views expressed are not final and should not be taken 
as settled. for ever. 
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We must never compromise on tho quostlon of principle ar~ 
cause of revolution. ut t th 0 m tlmo n long as dlfferonces ar It~ 
in the limit f Mm I m- L nlnl"m nn I Moo T0 

• tung Thought and ~ . 
caus of mmunl. m, Wl rhuul try tu rouulvo thorn through twr ' ' ~ 
stru I 11 :i t tn IH th 11 unity on hluhor lovol. Wo houl<J try to ~ r , 
an 1 I s, i illt ' f ur Int r notlonol rovolutlunmy oolldnrlty b inr 1 ~ 
b u~ f ml under tanding and Inability to grasp tho thoory an 
it IT ti I, 

onquer the world ? The International ~roletarlat Must and Will, Revolution, 

Issue no 50, p-3 · · 

2. Ibid p-39 

3. Outline of views on the Historical Experience of the International Commur 

Movement and the Lessons for Today, by Bob Avakian, Revolution, June 198, ~ 

4. Conquer the world p-34 

5. Ibid, p-4 

6. Outline, p-5 

7. Conquar ...... , p-25 
... . 

8. bid, p. 28 

9. Outline, p-28 .~ 

1 O. Cited from Resolution of the CC of the NCP (Masha/) on the ICM, p-43 (type 

11. Draft document of CRC (CPI-ML), India, p-228 

12. On the Question of So-Called National Nihilism,' Revolution~ . June 1981, p-23 

13. Draft document of RCP, USA p-15 · · 

14. RCP draft, p-26 

15. Conquer .... ,.p-35 

16. CRC draft doc~ment, p-11 
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I ( 

ntrl I ommittee 
I Communist Party (Mashal) 

21 August 199e 

ear Comrades, 

On December 26, 1993 on the occasion of the Mao Tsetung 
entenary the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement took the, historic 
ep of adopting Marxism-L.eninism- Maoism as its ideology. The 

ecision was taken after a long and vigorous debate within RIM which 
ad gone on over a number of y~ars. In the course of these discussions 
our party has repeatedly an~ vociferously. argued against this position 

our Movement. . · · 

The dispute between RIM and. the NCP (Mash~I) is by on means 
imited to a question of terminology. The debate has revealed that the 
ispute over Marxism-Leninism~Maoism concentrates a whole series 
f politi~al and ideological questi9ns. These questions involve but are 
ot limited to the applicability of Mao Tse-tung's teachings on the path 
retracted people's war in the oppressed countries, Mao's summation of 
he experience of building socialism in the Soviet Union, the lessons of 
he Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution and other vital questions. 

Our Movement adopted the document long live Marxism­
eninism-Maoism ! to serve, together with the Declaration of RIM as its 
eological and political foundation. The·opposition of NCP (Mashal) to 
is doc~ment and to· this.very ideology, has resulted in the untenable 

ituation in which one of the participating parties of our movement h 
ublicly rejected the v~ry foundation ~four movement. . 

At the time of the adoption of the document Long Liv M r:i rn­
eninism- Maoism, the problem of NCP (Mashal)'s continuin 
articipation in Rim was discussed. Having been assur d th t your party 
ould review its position and discuss the position dopted by the 
ovement it was decided to· allow ample time for this review of position 
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and further discussion to taKe place. For our part, a letter was submittP<1 
to your Congress d veloJ Ing our views on some of the questions involved 

Rath r tlmn nrry out n 0 11 ·truotlvo dobato and struggle with fhr; 
Com mitt and I HM n·· a whol , your roprooontatlvos have mad pubfi'. 
tat m nt t nd lntcrvlows attacking our movomont as "Uf ra f ~ 

1tr mi m" 

In our view, it is necessary to be concluded ~his p ri~ -: : 
I rification and debate between your party and our movement ~t · r / 

has lasted over two year now. This is all the more important and ur ,. · 
given that your opposition to Marxism-Leninism-Maoism has led to b~ 
most serious political consequences, including denunciation of he; 
launching _of the people's war in your country. 

The participating parties and organizations of RIM as well as its 
committee, treasure the ideological and politica·1 unity bf RIM which has 
been achieved through ideological struggle and in the course 0 

revolutionary practice. If your party continues to mafntain ns oppositio 
to the ideological foundation of the Revolutipnary ·internationalist 
Movement the correct and principled respon~~ on your part would be 
your voluntary resignation from our movement. We· hope that you ·u 
give urgent attention to this matter and respond within three months. 

. . 
. ' . . ·.·: 

' ·.I ~. 

. .. . . . ' .. 

Our CornmunistGreetings, ": _, . : 

Committee of the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement 

Copies: Participating Parties and Organizations of RIM • 

. ·o ·' . . . ~ 

. ~ 
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l fl t t d hy M tlnu of c nlr r Commltt 
, , rnrmml t f rty (M hnl) h Id on 24 Oct. 1 6J 

1. Th ntral Committee (CC) of NCP (Mashal) (hereaf nr ~ r,r 
. hal only) in its meeting held on 24th Oct., 1996 has conclud d ha 
I tter of CORIM (Committee of the Revolutionary lnternational ir­

vement) (hereafter CORIM or Committee only) to the former (Masha!) 
ted 21 Aug., 1996 is unjustified, arbitrary, unprincipled, splittist, 

• 0 tarian and even against the norms and tradition of RIM itself. The CC 
eting specially called to discuss over the letter of CORIM decided 
animously, unlike requested by committee, to continue its stand on 

1 •a Tse-Tung thought and not respond with "voluntary" (forced ?) 
'"'esignation "within three months" from RIM and continue to maintain 
- position to "Maoism" , , _ : 

2. Before CORIM aniended, or in a way gave up, the Declaration 
-•RIM adopted by the International Conference of-Marxist-Leninist Parties 
2nd organizations of the world-in 1984, replacing Mao Testung Thought 

"Maoism" two year back, some parties~ chiefly Peruvian Communist 
:>arty (PCP) and Revolutionary Communist Party (RCP), USA had taken 
!.'P "Maoism" as their guiding principle and·had 'publicly' (emphasis ours­
:C) rejected Mao Tse-Tung Thought. The word "publicly" is worth mention 

re for It is mainly because of rejection of" Maoism"-by our party "publiclyn 
• at Committee has suggested us to r~nder "voluntary" resignation from 
RIM. Not only that, in a way; or another they (PCP and RCP) had publicly 
~tticized Mao Tse-tung Thought, the official ideology of RIM. But none 
!J these parties were questioned for their opposition to the ideologica 
. undation of RIM, not any ''volunt~ry" resignation were demanded from 
tnem or any disciplinary action was taken against them by the Committee 
for that. Considering upon such a tradition of RIM what is demanded 
from Masha!, it is quite evident, is an unjustified and sectarian action on 
the. part of the Committee. What Committee speaks of "voluntary• 
resignation outwardly is in fact "forced" resignation, meaning a threat to 
~~pel Masha! from RIM iri case it does not bow down before the arbitrary 
• 1d despotic directive of Committee. 

3. RIM is not an authorative organization as Communist International 
as. It is only a platform or forum for exchange of views, experiences and 
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f r on ultation. /\c ordin to tho D clnrntion, RIM Is an "embryonic porir 
cent r' f int rnnti nnl ommunlnt movornont. But It le still to como 0 , : 

th mbr r l a h.ndlnn Ll lll ll . ( u, f< r tho tlmo bolng, It Is no mor fh:u 
platf rm 1 f 1 um !' 111 ntlom d I ( for . '>o, Gurmnlltoo h' no powor rrr 
than . nsultntivl m nny poll 'Y or d cir Ion of Cornrr~llto b In tJ~J;:. 
t l ' 1 "' I f r pr.ctlv J artlos. Thorn or nmplo proof In th hi ,.,,, 1., 

I~ t ju. tlf ' l ll position regarding such a naturo of RIM. It wa dw, , 
u h nntur of RIM that PCP or RCP were never questioned for !~, . 
t n n "Maoism" against the basic ideology of the Declaration of R11~ 
ar 'ism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung Thought, nor any participating partie,. ,, 

organizations of RIM had made any objection for their decisions to adr1 

"Maoism" and rejection of Mao Testung Thought publicly. This single r~ , 
is enough to indicate that the letter of Committee ~o Masha! to threaten ·. 
expel in case if it continues to support Mao Tsetung Thought is paJpatJ. 
violation of the norms and practice of RIM. 

4. The way in which the decision of the ·RIM was made to replac,: 
Mao Tsetung Thought by "Ma.oism" and to put fortti it as the ver1 
ideological foundation of the movement also deserves examination. Tl: 
Declaration of RIM was adopted by the lnternatiqn~I Conference a~ 
Marxist-Leninist Parties and organizations of the world. So only next 
international conference has right to make any change in the very 
fundamental ideology of the Declaration. So the decision of Committee 
to make any amendment in it i~ beyond its power. As it is well known to 
all, such an amendment in ideology of R_IM was niade by the extended 
meeting of Committee, an unauthorized body for such _a task al 

. fundamental nature. What makes matter worse is that committee ttself ~ 
not an elected one by the International Conference, meaning conference · 
of Marxist-Leninist Parties and organizations of the . world. It is only 
organizing committee, majority members of it being co-opted ones. After 
resignations of CRC, CPI (ML) and TKP (ML) from it, the three members 
committee elected in the Conference was disolved. many years back. 
Such an extended meeting of. an organizing committee has amended 
the very fundamental .ideology of The .RIM! · 

5. It is well- established convention of the Marxist-Leninst Parties 
of the world that extended meeting of a committee ·is· a· body of less 
powerful than committee itself. It is because of it that the latter has righl ~ 
to· strike out decision of the former. As the decision of that (extend 
meeting) is subject to approval by the concerned committee, In a round 
way the decision of the extended meeting means no more than that ol 
the committee itself. So it is clear as day-light that the value of the decision 
of the extended meeting of the CORIM is not more than that of the 
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, 

"... mmittee it elf. So tile alt rnf t on th r 'Ht f th n 1M . n o4 opted 
~n r ani- in mmltt It If , to f ( pine Mn ' hmq fh() qht by 
- , a i m" i , n ., ti " unfuun :i d nnd Ill Jlllmat . It W~• on hn b~" i" r f 
,. , ~ t \Ii r 1 1 t st ntntlv f Ma•'hol on th occnr.lon of oxt ndnrJ rn'J'J in9 

. , 1 It\ lY d hnll n d volldlty of tho oxtondod mo tin to rn md htJ 

1 n\, lid ol y of the RIM. Our objection was basod upon M;:i r..<ir .. 
it i t r nizational principles. Our objection was voted down. Bu a 

u \ion is concerned with the principle, the single vote cast in 
ition to the attempt of the Committee to do away with the 

1 a mental ideology of the RIM adopted by the International Conference 
., more important than the unlawful and ill~gitimate majority of extended 
m eeting of CORIM, as mentioned before, a co-opted committee. Such 
""Ommittee has no right to question propriety of our determination to struck 

ideology of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tse-Tung thought endorsed "1y 
._ e International Con.ference. 

. . 

6. RCP, has been a leading member of the CORIM from th& very 
:'.)e ginning. When.it adopted "Maoism" against the official ideology of RIM, 
· (RCP) was not even questioned by Committee. After a change has 
taken place in ideological positi.on .of. .~h.e R~M, although in an unfair way, 
s im ilar to that of RCP, Commjttee.is·threatening·our party to expel it from 
Rl 1M if it does not change its ideology according to that of RIM. Can we 
· u mbly ask to comrades of CORI.~.' .why they had not shown such 

romptness to take action againstRCP and PCP too, when they "publicly 
r e j ected" Mao Tse-Tung Thought, the then-·official ideology of RIM? It 
c learly shows that their threat for any action against Mashal is not based 
u pon principles, but is .bare opportunism. Needless to mention, a party 
such as Mashal, which has a long.and glorious history of two-line struggle 
b ased upon principle be.th within the country and in international level, 
w hich maintains that relatio'n among the fraternal parties and 
organizations must be based upon principle, equality and proletarian 
internationalism ~an not bow down before such a despotic and whimsical 
d irective of the CORIM. 

7. The letter rightly points out the very essence of difference we 
have with Committee, whe~ it states that "the dispute between RIM and 

GP (Mashal) is by no means limited to a question of terminology, but 
c oncentrates a whole series of political and ideological questions "Yes, it 
is exactly so. The dispute is not limited to terminology, but repr s nt 
two basically diversified views regarding interpretation and und r t ndil 
of Marxist-Leninist ideology, one defending It and noth r d vi tin fr m 
it. For many Marxist Leninists of the world tho two t rm , M o • tn 

Thought and "Maoism" mean the same thlng·creatlv d v lopm nt m 
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in Marxim-Leninism by Mao Tso-Tung. As tho meaning of words ch , , 
and develop according to th Ir unugo In dlfforont hlstorlcal cont Xf" l. 

interpretation giv n t th 111 111 vmlouo olrcurnotonco 1 wo do not fl :,11 

deny po ibllity f tl10ro two torrn", Muo Tso-Tung Thought and "M;rtJi' ,,' 

to ba i all ' d ing used to Indicate tho samo rovolutlonary r1 " ,, 
v ri u parti s, organizations or Individuals within RIM or out Id i . It· 
:i n t want to involve ourselves in a dispute with those who In th na~ : 
f '.'Maoism" do not intend to lead communist movement to non Mar1i·,: 

L l1inist path in general or to distort Mao in particular, although not deny·~ 
necessity of critising such trends in a friendlly way to the, extent we differ. 
But in the context of RIM, specialty in the hands of RCP and CROI J 

"Maoism" -in the present resolution "Maoism" should be understood on / 
in this particular- context-represents a trend alike to Marxist·Lenin·: 
ideology. It ("Mashal") not only intends to Undervalue Leninism and thrc 
out Lenin era from the scene, in the same time in the name of uplifti 
Mao Tse-Tung Thought to qualitatively new, higher and third stage 
Mao, destrots very essence of revolutionary contributions made by Ma 
in Marxisn-Leninism in the present ·stage: of Lenin era. Thus in the RIM 
"Maoism" in general with exception of PCP on which we shall. deal later

1 

Means nothing but "Left" revisionism and deviation from Marxist-Leninis! 
ideology. Both CORIM and RCP have been trying to turn it into a means 
to lead ICM to the line of Trotskyism~ · · 

8. The objective mentioned above ·can not be achieved without 
knocking down Leninism, which was Qlaimed as "t.he· theoretical basis 
guiding our think~ng "in the era of imperialism and proletarian revolution 
in the Declaration of the RIM itself. That is why the CO.RIM ~as tried to 
push on. "Maoism" as the Marxism-Leninis.m in the present'stage of ICM 
in place of Leninism which was regarded as the Marxism of the era ol 
the imperialism and proletarian revolution by both Stalin and Mao. Their 
conception of taking present era as the third stage of Mao in the 
development of Marxism also is a calculated Move to revise the ideological 
foundation of Stalin and Mao who had interpretated present era as Lenin 
era. The declaration states: Stalin said, "Leninism is Marxism of the era 

· of imperialism and the proletarian revolution. This is entirely correct. Since 
Lenin's death the world situation· has undergone great changes. But the 
era has not changed. The fundamental principles of Leninism are nol 
outdated, they remain the theoretical basis guiding our thinking today' 
This view fully conforms with that of Stalin and Mao. CORIM has 
fundamentally departed from this stand to Declaration. Such a deviation 
from the "theoretical basis" of present era has made their (meaning both 

· CORIM and RCP) views on many political and ideological questions, 
such as era, principal contradiction of the world, armed struggle, mass 
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struggle, parliamentry election, organizational pri~ciples,. st~le of work, 
mass and class organizations otc. go against Leninist principles. So to 
justify their ideological po ltlon, which I · noaror Trotskyism rather. t~an 
t L nini m, th y llnvc boon trying tholr bost to undorvaluo Leninism 
nnd L nln ra. 

Without doubting sincerity of committee or party concerned, 
~ shal conceives that such a wrong and non-Marxist-Leninst approach 
f CORIM and RCP on many problems and issues are mainly 

manifestations of their meta physical and subjective thinking in general, 
or in other worlds, lacking of dialectical approach to the problems 
concerning communist movement. Prevalence of such non-Marxist­
Leninist notions in the leadership of RIM has done much harm to the 
world communist movement, including that of Nepal too. That is why 
Mashal has taken up it as its int~rnationaJ duty of fighting against such 
"left" opportunist trend preponderating -RIM. 

· 9. The splittist and opportunist policy of the CORIM has also done 
much harm in the task of strengthening the unity' of the RIM on the basis 
of Marxist-Leninist principles. Peruvian Communist Party had vociferously 
raised voice against the policy of CORlM recognizing a splitter group of 
TKP (ML) bypassing TKP(ML), ·a genuine Communist Party fa Turkey 
with a long and glorious history~- As it had sharp difference with the CORIM 
on many issues, the later, adopted ~ policy splittin·g former and bringing 
a small group of it into RI~. T_he p'olicy of recognizing "Maoist" group of 
Nepal also reveals the oppdrtunist character of the Committee. It was 
known to all and even to Committee also that the so called Maoist group 
of Nepal was ·participant in Pyongyang gathering of revisionist parties 
and organizations of the world held on the occasion of 81 st birth ceremony 
of Kim ILL Sung in 1991 But as "Maoist" group of Nepal blindly sided 
with Committee in opposition to Masha!, it (Committee) quickend its pace 
of admission _of that into RIM. Such an inclination of. CORIM to bring 
such an opportunist group within RIM again manifests the inherent 
opportunist character of it (Committee) itself. 

10. RCP has much influence upon the formation and setup of RIM. 
But as RCP and its leader com. Bob Avaikin held many ideas opposed 
or even diametrically opposed to Marxist-Leninist ideology, Marxist­
Leninist parties and organizations from the very beginning had to go 
through a diffecult and through struggle to safeguard it (RIM) from such 
wrong and non-Marxist-Leninist influence of RCP. At the time of the 
founding Conference of RIM, RCP had proposed to organize it on the 
lines of Communist International making It a leading centre of the world 
communist movement. Needless to mention, such a proposal was a 
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calculated move to bring all the participating parties and organization
1 

under ''.authorit(' of RCP. In spite of unanimity in principle about necessity 
of an mternat1onnl orgonlzutlon on tho lines of former Commun;~ 
International the vi w provnllod urnonu tho participation parties ant1 
rganizlltlon tlmt tho condition wus still prornuturo for such a fep. c· ~ 
u 11 n pr po --al put forth by RCP had to faco strong opposition from r: 
3rti 'ipant of International Conference, which compelled RCP to wttt :f 11 

that proposal, In later years too, repeated att~mpts on the part of RC ', 
turn that (RIM) into such a leading centre of the world commurii", 
movement, whose decisions would be binding upon all participating par ' ~ ~ 
and organization, were turned down again and agai~. The opposition frurr, 
the party of Peru is worth mention herewith. It always denied even to send 
a representative with voting power in the founding Conference or in t ~ 
extended meetings held in later.years. PCP. has always been turning down 
request of CORIM to join the co_mmittee ·of RIM. Many other efforts by 
RCP to impose its misleading conceptions, such as·decry and devaluation 
of Stalin too had been set aside due to resistance qy participating parties 
and organizations. ·However such a struggle on. the part of participating 
parties and organizations, gradually turned out to be, weak and feeble 
giving the way for wrong and non_-Marxist-Leninist polic!es and activities 
of CORiM only Mashal taking a firm. principled stand. constantly. . 

- - . '· . - . . . 
. . . 

11. The role of RCP, a leading member of the Committee, to frame 
policy of RIM as a whole has been very_ important. So,. it will be difficult to 
understand the RIM in-proper prospective -without an evaluation of the 
RCP, at least in nutshell. · · '.,· · · · · -

- . 

· As the wrong ideological and political thinking of RCP.has much 
influence negatively upon the i9~Plogical; .political and organizational 
make up of the RIM, our party frorri the very beginning paid much attention 
to a principled struggle against ooth RCP.a"nd thinking.of com. Bob Aviaikin 
himself. After com. Bob Avaikin was recognized as an "authority" of RCP, 
our party had criticized such a move as a non-Marxist-Leninist notion of 
personal cult eight years ago Com Bob Aviakin and RCP at the time of 
the 2nd international conference held the view that the contradiction 
among the imperialist countries, particularly between Soveit Union and 
USA, was principal one. So a third war was . inevitable in near futur . 
After such a conclusion was proved wrong by history, RCP jumped to 
the view that there is not any principal contradiction in the world and all 
of fundamental contradictions of the world are more or less equal, a 
concept conclllatlng to the theory of equilibriums criticized by Mao in his 
work "On Contradiction". · 

However, without going Into whole series of thei.r wrong ideological 
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and poHtica\ conceptions and history of our strugglo against them, we 
would like to concludo horowlth: tho mnln ourco of their wrong 
conceptions II s In tholr sub)octlvo and mo\ophy lcol w y of thinking, 
which pr v nts th m from taking on ·1ccount of tho concr t naly i" of 
th n r t situation and grasping and following Marxl~t - L nini t 
, ·in iplc, . Is lution of com. Bob Avalkln from the movemon.t and poorJllJ 

0 1 1 n tim and his confinement to purely intellectual activitie too 
~ made him unable to study the philosophical, ideological and 

nizational questions dialectically. Under the leadership of such an 
"authority" , RCP is certain to commit blunders after blunders. It is really 

nfortunate that such a party is in the helm of the RIM and is trying its 
best to turn it into a rea\ly leading center of ICM equal to Communist 
International under the leadership of Lenin and Stalin I · 

12. Masha\ had been taking firm anc:t.'principal stand against all of 
these wrong policies and moves of RCP from·the very beginning. Before 
the founding Conference of RIM in 1984, Mashal had t.aken clear stand 
against the Trotskyite type of attack.against Stalin and evaluatfon of world 
history by RCP. In the draft Proposal ·concerning "International Communist 
Movement" presented to the lnte.rnatiorial Conference by NCP (Mashal 
) manifested that our position on ;alrii~st~·u. t~ese questi9ns. ~oncerning · 
communist movement was diam_¢trically oppo$e_q to ~hat of RCP. 

In the Conference.itself, toget~e-rwith rDa.ny other.fraternal parties 
and organization of the countries .such as ··shreel.an.ka, India, Turkey, 
Peru and Greece etc. Mashal had fought vigorously against various wrong 
policies of RCP and many other organizations· blindly .following it. We had 
many differences with the Declaration.adopted in the conference. The "Note 
of dissent" presented by the repres~ntative of ~our party denotes 
seriousness of two-line struggle and our differences with RCP and CORIM. 
In many other propo~als and documents sent to CORlM, our stands at 
the various· meeting of South Asian Region, bilateral talk with the 
representatives of Committee, on many proposals of amendments 
presented at the' time of extended meeting of CORIM, in numerous articles, 
seminar papers, booklets, party organ and other party publications 
published in the country in the later years, we in one or another way, 
continued our two lines struggle against both CORlM and RCP Our motive 
behind such a principled two- lines struggle has bee.n to check retrogressive 
role of the CORIM to Make RIM as a· whole to deviate from the Marxist· 
Leninist principles, to lead it to the path of opportunism and Trotsky! m. 
Besides it, th~ violation of _the Marxist-Leninist organizational prlnclpl 
by the CORIM and its arbltrary,·splltlst and opportunist style of work I o 
have been opposed by our party. There are many other f ctor to b 
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described, but at present we refmh1 from going Into detail reserving Jr 

right to put forth all fnct In truor whonovor nocossary. 

13. PCP nls , nn II I · woll-lmown ull, 1 ~1 kos tho r.amo tand filf 
that or RIM or ~1CP on tho qum;tlon of "Moolorn" But In pit (Jf 

Masha! hn n vcr undorrnted tho Marxlst-Lonlnlst and Wv(JfutifJ( ~r 1 
charL t r of that (PCP). Besides our differences on the issuo of "MatJ rr 

ur party in an extended meeting of the COC held about Byear t.,31--" 
had also criticized PCP for its decision to replace Mao Tse-Tung ThOU9h 
by Gonzalo Thought upgrading the former (Mao Tse-Tung Thought) tn 
"Maoism".". As a fraternal party we put forth the view in friendly mann~r 
that such a decision to place Gonzalo Thought equavalent to Marxism. 
Leninism-"Maoism" by PCP was an attempt to promote personal cu~ 
But not with standing our differences with it (PCP) on this and some 
other issues following those differences, our party has been holding the 
view that PCP, when considered upon its character and role as a whole, 
has not degraded from Marxist-Leninist ideology as CORIM, RCP and 
some other/participants of RIM. So it (PCP) h~s succeeded to t~ke correct 
stand on many issues concerning party and revolutiori. PCP. Unlike 
CORIM and RCP, has been sustaining the view from the beginning that 
the contradiction between the oppressed nations and imperialism i~ 
principal one. Its stand on the question of Stalin too is basically different 
and more positive than that of RCP. It takes election as a tactical question 
maintaining that it should be boycotted or utilised according to particular 
condition of a country at a particular time. It again, unlike CORIM and 
RCP, adopts Marxist-Leninist attitudes on the question concerning mass 
struggle and mass and class organizations. PCP started the revolutionary 
war in Peru after having a detailed and concrete analysis of objective 
and subjective conditions of the country and after preparation of that for 
many years. Such a line of action confims with the laws of armed struggle 
propounded by Lenin, Stalin and Mao. It is because of such correct, 
revolutionary and Marxist-Leninist approach and line of action of PCP 
that in spite of our difference with PCP on some of the ideological 
questions as mentioned above, Masha! takes PCP as a true Marxist­
Leninist party, its people's war as a genuine revolutionary war and 
supports it without any reservation. Masha! also concludes that in spite 
of their wrong stand on the question of "Maoism" and Gonzalo thought 
subjectively, in practice they have not departed from Marxist-Leninist 
ideology in the main. In spite of their .unanimity with CORIM and RCP on 
question of taking "Maoism" as the Marxism-Leninism in the present 
stage, replacing Lenin era by third stage of Mao, latter (PC~) does not' 
intend to strike out very essence of Leninism or distort Mao. For PCP 
"Maoism" does not mean the same thing, what it does for CORIM and 
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R P. \n th l'and of I all 1 c It ("Mnol' 1n") tHt'; b on \ n cJ Int~ , ~n?an"' 
, ad \ M t th lin s of Tro\t~kylmn, Whllo for P f' "MafJl'; rrl ,,.. ;m 

~ ' , within th flamowork of Mnrxlunt- Lonlnl ·rrt.To put thn m:Jtf'Jr in 
' t , r ,-, r :i~ . In practice PCP has not cut down Lonlnic·rn from Ut'J P'J';i i ;n 

t IL a ing "theoretical basis" of the pa·rty and rovolution. But r;uch a hir.Jh 
·ir :i, f the Marxist-Leninist character and role of that, (PCP) n 

-·i u issues. However we also maintain that in spite of their wrong 
sition on various ideological questions, it is because of their correct 

1 n erstanding and applying Marxist-Leninist ideology in practice that 
t1ey have been able to base their policies, programme and tactics on 

concrete analysis of the concrete situation and take correct stand 
concerning communist movemen~ in world level and people's war in Peru. 
Their success lies in it that, while acception "Maoism" as a guiding 
Principle replacing Mao Tse-Tung Thought, they have been able to a 
large extent to avoid many of non-Marxist-Leninist misgivings in deeds 
that RCP and CORIM under the influence of that (RCP) have been trying 
to put in "Maoism." 

14. The letter mentions, "At the time of adaptation of the document 
long l!ve Marxism-Leninism-:-Maoism, th~ problems of NCP (Mashal)'s 
continuing participation in the RIM was discussed. Having been assured 
that your party would review its position and discuss the position adopted 
by the movement, it was decided to allow ample time for review of position 
and further discussion to take place '.'This statement is both trve and 
false in the same time. In principle, our ·party is always prepared to review 
or discuss various issues related with our party or communist movement. 
At the time of extended meeting of CORIM, our 6th congress was going 
to take place soon The document "On Maoism" together with many other 
documents, was open for discussion within the party. So the 
representative of our party present in the extended meeting made our 
position clear regarding consideration, review or discussion on the 
position adopted by extended meeting of CORIM. Accordingly, a through 
discussion took place in our 6th Congress oh "Maoism" and unanimously 
decided to continue its stand on Mao Tse-Tung Thought. Even today we 
do not claim that we have closed door for such discussion for time 
indefinite. But in the same we had never hidden our firm stand on th 
question ·of Mao Tse-Tung Thought. in a letter sent to RIM after 6th 
Congress too we had informed about our firm stand on Mao Tsetun 
Thought. What is not true in the letter is that our continuing parti ip tin 
in the RIM was never subject to review or chango of our tand on M 
Tse-Tung Thought, nor any such discussion had tnk n pl c ln th 
extending meeting; nor w·e had given any assuranco to thut n , nor 
had we requested continuing in the RIM on that condition. 
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15. CORIM has warned us: It Is necessary to be concluded fhi· 
period of clarification and doboto" botwoen Mashaf and RIM. It is all rh 
more important and urgont boouuso of Mashal's denunciation rh,, 
launching of p opl' wm" In Nopul. Tho no-cnllod popolo's war in Nr·~~ ; 
in fact i an ultra "loft" doviatlon, which has dono much harm tr r, 
mov m nt of Nepal. It is after a comprehensive and dotallod tudy (J f • : 

ubjective and objective conditions of the country that wo have r ar,r ,;, 
to such a conclusion. However, we do not want elaborate the subjo/) , 
detail here, which we have done extensively in numerous artir l~~ 
booklets, statements or interviews or in the documents and organ C'Jf t~. 
party published in the country. In the same time our party has been · 
forefront in organizing many agitational movement against t h~ 
suppressive and white terror of the govern against "Maoists" and their 
supporters. The situation in the country is that there does not exist an1 
people's war in the country in fact, only the police launching one-sided 
war against the innocent people in the name ~f "people's war." Thus not 
any people's war, but "police war" exists in the country. Following the 
Marxist-Leninist tradition of world communist's movement fighting against 
both right and "left" opportunism, our party has adopted correct Marxist­
Leninist policy of criticizing it, the ultra "left" trend of "Maoists" of Nepal. 

We are convinced that the so-called Maoists of Nepal have, under 
the cover of "Ultra-left-extremism", like Lin Piao, rightist character and 
motives in essence. Their eagerness to enter into dialogue with 
government and to request latter to prepare atmosphere for that, which 
has been publicly mede known in their authoriative interviews and articles 
also palpably show that their 'revolutionary' character is made of 
opportunist elements rather than that of revolutionary ones. Besides an 
opportunist character and motives, subjective and metaphsical outlook 
also has lead them into ultra "Left" -extremism. Declaration of RIM states. 
"In oppressed countries of Asia, Africa and Latin America a continuous 
revolutionary situation generally exists. But it is important to understand 
this correctly : the revolutionary situation does not follow a straight line; it 
has its ebbs and flows. The communist parties should keep this dynamic 
in ryiind. They should not fall into one sideness in the form of asserting 
that the commencement and the final victory of people's war depends 
totally on the subjective factor (the communists), a view often associated 
with 'Lin Piaoism' Violation of this warning by "Maoists" of Nepal has 
made them to take one sided or subjective outlook towards "people's 
war" of Nepal, and fall into ultra-Left-extremism. CORIM also is not 
exception to vlolatlon of such a clear-cut understanding of Declaration. 
It is because of such Non-Marxist-Leninist and subject approach of 
CORIM that they have not been able to analyze correctly and adopt 
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., Ir ; \ l r llcy \OW'l l d' th objoc\lv condition of Nopol, rightist character 
: 1 h 1 nil'. l "Mnoh·l" nnd !' O <;nll d pooplo'o of wur in Nopal : Such wrong 

1
, 1 \ \u. k n: nnd I llclo ol tho HIM uro mloloucJiny ancJ havo done 
. l I\' hni m to \h m ovl mont of Nopnl . 

1 l5. Tim CORIM has written to us that if our party continulJ~ to 
. ,

1 
int .. In its opposition to the ideological foundation of the RIM, "the 

... '° tT t and principled response" on our party would before "Voluntary" 
r ignation from the movement (RIM). But unlike the suggestion given to 

1 by the CORIM, the CC of our party has decided that the correct and 
incipled response on our party would be not "Voluntary resignation", 

but continual struggle against the non-Marxist-Leninist principles, 
olicies and style of work of CORIM. 

17. In a bilateral talk that we had with the representative of the 
cORIM about one year before, all these questions mentioned above 
had arisen. It will be evident from the Notes cont.aining the details of that 
bilateral talk. In that talk th~ repres.entative of CORIM had expressed the 
view that in case our party continues opposing "Maoism", only alternate 
left before Masha! would be to get out'of RIM. But even at"that time we 
had made our position clear that in spite of our difference on the question 
of "Maoism" I NCP (Mashal) like PCP arid .RCP.before, had right to remam 
in the RIM and to continue its principled twO-line struggle against the 
attempt of CORIM to lead it as . a whole to . the path ·alien to Marxist­
Leninist ideology and proletarian iriternationalism'. We have not changed 
our stand even in the least since then · · 

. . 

18. CORIM and RCP have cut off the heads of Engels and Stalin 
by pulling down photoes from all the .documents and posters of RIM. 
After Engles and Stalin, now they ar~ ~tryir:ig to put down Leninism and 
strike out revolutionary sprit of Mao Tsetlmg )"hought, although in the 
name of flying high the banner of Marx, Lenin and Mao, NCP (Masha!) is 
convinced that history will m;>t always give green signal to such anti-
Leninist line. .. · 

At last NCP (Mashal) sincerely longs for fraternal relation and 
solidarity with all Marxist-Leninist parties and organizations of the world 
within and ou~side RIM <:>n the basis of revolutionary proletarian ideology, 

uality, proletarian antinationalism and principled two line struggle. 

24/10/1996 

Workers of the World Unite! 

Central Committee 
Nepal Communist Party (Mashal) 

0 
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'~---ul r n' of th 
~mmuni P rty (Ma hal) 

from RIM 
[The article was published in the A Wo~ld to Win, organ of 

the RIM in the winter of 1998] . · 

"On December 26, 1993, ori the .occa;;bn of th~ Mao Tse-tung 
Centenary, the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement. took the historic 
step of adopting Marxlsm-Leniriism~Maoism as its ideology. This decision 
was taken after a long, vigorous debate within RIM,. which had gone on 
over a number of years. l.n the course of this discussion, the NepaJ 
Communist Party (Mastial). has· repeatedly ~nd vociferously argued 
against this position of our Movement." [CoRIM Letter to NCP (MashaJ), 
1996] "At the time of the adoption of the qocument .Long Live Marxism­
Leninism-Maoisml (LLMLM!), the problem of the continuing participation 
of the NCP (Masha!) in RIM was discussed. Having been assured that 
your party would review its position ~nd discuss the position adopted by 
the Movement, it was decided to allow ample time ·for this review of 
ppsition and further discussion to take place." [ibid.] More-than three 
years had gone by since the adoption of MLM, years of vital importance 
for the communist movement in Nepal. A struggle that came to a head in 
December 1993 started to bear fruit in the form of the initiation of the 
People's War by the Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist) [CPN (Maoist)]. 
The NCP (Masha!), however, have persisted in their refusal to regard 
Maoism as the third and highest stage of development of our science, 
and opposed the People's War. The differences of our Movement with 
the NCP (Masha!) are not, however, reducible to their opposition to th 
People's War; rather, their opposition is a symptom and the inevitabl . 
result of the opportunist trajectory they have been on for some time. In 
the context of today, where the People's War Is helping clarify the political 
landscape in Nepal, It Is Important that this period of struggle between 
our Movement and the NCP (Mashal) comes to a c~nclusion. 
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On the Era 

A \ y argum nl tho NCP (M·rnh i\) rolr.or. against Marxism­
' ini m-Ma I m (MLM) Is \ho\ L nl11lu1n le th Marxl m of the era of 

1 
l ria\I. m and \Im\, rlnco \110 oru Im•· not chunyod, ~ JJcr kin of MLM 

• 1 , , '" nd high 'I' s\ago of our sclonce moans nogutlng Lonini"rn. A~ 
· ~a 1, ''All p li\ical parties supporting the misleading concopt of Maoi"rn 
, it th t the present era is an era of imperialism and socialist revolution. 
1t n ne of them touches the sensitive issue of the Lenin era". Also: 

ir concept of a third stage of Maoism clearly presupposes that 
ninism ... has been replaced or substituted by Maoism." [On "Maoism", 

esolution of the NCP (Masha\) COC, 09/92]. 

The NCP (Mashal) confuses the issues of the era of social 
velopment and the stages of development of ourscience. MLM is the 

"ience of revolution, a living and developing science. In the process of 
·elding it, communists learn mar~ and more ?tbout'society and classes 
d their dynamics; and if they care to stay at the forefront of revolutionary 
ruggle, they have to develop their" theory to correspond to new 
derstanding acquired through practice. Moreover, situations change 
d new contradictions arise that previous leaders could not know about, 
d thus· were unable to deve_iop me_thods _for_ handling. Any attempt to 
gate the need for continuous advance in the science (which, as any 
velopment, goes through leaps and bounds) will reduce it from a sharp 
apon into a dogma that is useless or even a hindrance in dealing with 
complexities of the class struggl_e._- · · 

To maintain that Leninism covers ·all .th~ contradictio~s of the era 
imperialism and the building of socialism is to ignore reality and replace 
with some preconceived idea in one's brairi. It proceeds from formal 
finitions, not material developments, and as a result earth-shaking 
ents are treated as trivial and not requiring major efforts to develop 

ur understanding. This is subjective idealism, not Leninism. 

As Mao put it in On Practice: "In feudal society it was impossible to 
ow the laws of capitalist society . in advance because capitalism had 
t yet emerged, the relevant practice was lacking. Marxism could be 

product only of capitalist society. Marx, in the era of laissez-faire 
pitalism, could not concretely know certain laws peculiar to the era of 
perialism beforehand, because imperialism, the last stage of capitalism, 
d not y~t emerged and the relevant practice was lacking; only Lenin 
d Stalin could undertake this task. Leaving aside their genius, the 
ason why Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin could work out their theories 
as mainly that they personally took part In the practice of the class 
ruggle and the scientific experimentation of their time; lacking this 
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condition, no genius could lrnvo succeeded." Since the death of Lenin, 
the world has n mnny hh;torlc ovonts, Including the New Democratic 
Revolution 'llld tho I oopl •,. Wur In Chinn, docades of socialii; 
con truction In tho US I~ und Chino, tho rootorntlon of capitalism in trt; 
U R, th battle to prevent It In China, tho Cultural Aovofution, and Jin31f / 
th r toration of capitalism in China too. All of these posod no N prot.,forr: 
and unleashed unprecedented battles in theory and practice. And alf ~ 
these provided fertile ground for the development of our ideology ~ ~ 
qualitatively higher stage, which was MLM. It also raised rG; 
revolutionaries' ability to fight for a world without imperialism a ri ~ 
oppression to a qualitatively higher level. Maoism repres_ents the highe:: 
level of understanding on all these fronts. Without Maoism, the era cf 
imperialism would be here to stay. 

The NCP (Mashal) claims that Maoism is the negation of Leninism. 
But by negating the dialectical relationship between being and knowing, 
by looking at the world from the prism of subjective idealism, the NCP 
(Mashal) adopts a philosophy different not-only" to that of Mao, but also 
Lenin and Marx~ . · 

The differences between our Movement and the NCP (MashaJ) 
over this question of terminology thus reflect important differences in the 
overall approach to the science of revolution.They also reflect opposing 
views on the content of Mao's contr_ibutions tc» the body of revolutionary 
knowledge and practice. · 

Two Views On Mao'~ Contributions 
In the context of the ideological debate with the.NCP (Mashal), in 

1993 CoRIM prepared fl Letter addressing an upcoming Mashal 
Congress. ·This Letter, .referring .to the previously cited NCP(Mashal) 
document On "Maoism"; states, . "You sa·y that Mao made great 
contributions in the fields of philosophy, political economy, and scientific 
socialism of historic importance and in a few paragraphs you list some 
of these contributions. In every case this list is followed by statements f 
how this was already accomplished by Lenin, or Stalin had done it better. 
Your document says Lenin was ·the basis for Mao's theory on N 
democratic revolution. Taking your document as a whole, you m inf 
give lip service to Mao's contributions, downgrading them and rationalising 
how they are only the consequence of Marx, Lenin and mainly Stalin 
before him ... Your arguments are based on ... wrong pernicious concepts 
that Mao added nothing qualitatively new to what had already been 
worked out by Lenin ... [and] Mao's contributions are equal to those of 
Stalin." Let's look at some of the major points of this debate. 
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New Democratic Revolution and the Seizure of 
Political Power 

In the NCP (Mashni) dooumont On 11Mnolom", undor a section 
aded New Democratic Rovolut1011, whllo giving llp orvlco to the 
xtraordinary contribution of Mao''. tho NCP (Mashni) downgrado this 
v xt n ively quoting Lenin, Stalin and the Comlntorn and saying, 

nin' ~ R ~port [to the Congress of the 3rd International] bears a great 
y ti nl significance and eventually became the fundamental basis 
ia 's New Democratic Revolution", As our aforementioned Letter to 
NCP (Mashal) Congress points out, 0 the road Lenin established for 

oerialist Russia could not be a model for countries such as China .... 
' alin firmly grasped that the revolution in China could not go directly to 
cialism but rather had to first go through a stage where national and 
mocratic tasks were primary. Yet as Stalin· himself later acknowledged, 
ao had to oppose some errors in Stalin's thinking in order to lead the 
hinese revolution to victory. What Mao.achieved with the theory of New 
mocratic revolution and the practice of the Chinese revolution had 

. .,ver been done." One of Mao's greatest contributions during the course 
the Chiriese revolution was "developing the th~ory and practice of 
ople's war, giving the proletariat, for the very first time, its own complete 
ilitary doctrine, superior to that of any other class.'\ [CoRIM Letter to 

"GP (Mashal) Congress] · 

This point is completely missed by the ~GP (Mashal), who in the 
ocess of sharpening line struggle and espeCially with the initiation of 

People's War in Nepal, develop some of their thinking on revolutionary 
r: ''The Marxist-Leninist philosophy demands that we always analyse 
situation correctly and concretely and e~amine historically, whenever 
are determining policy, program or forms of struggle", and "anarchism 

nsiders the idea of taking into account the situation or circumstance 
'anti-revolutionary' and lays emphasis on the need to pursue 
olutionary [struggle] in every situation. The ML method stresses the 

-~whether to make revolutionary preparation or advance revolutionary 
uggle. Accordingly, the Marxist-Leninists pursue various forms of 
uggle such as legal or illegal, peaceful or armed, parliamentarian or 
·parliamentarian, use or boycott of election, while evaluating the 
·sctive and objective situation. But anarchism rules out such Marxist-
1inist method and stresses the need to follow the policy of revolutionary 
uggle at every situation .... " ron RI M's Support to the So-called 'People's 
or' of the Maoists," by NCP (Mashal) leader M.B. Singh]. Of course 
oists analyse concrete situations, and their initiation and support of 
pie's war is also based on understanding the objective situation. But 
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Maoists analyse the situation with the understanding that without sra. 
power all is illusion, nnd "tho selzuro of powor by armed force, ir: 
settlement of the Issue by w·u, Is tho control task and the highest forrn j 
revolution" [Quotation from Moo Tso-tung, "On War and Peac l 1 . 
those in th N I (Ma -- hal) loadorshlp who ocloctlcally mix up 11 ft:Jr .: 
of stru I and do away with the revolutionaries' unswerving f<Y,u ':J ,: 
th n d for the armed overthrow of the reactionary state. Th y fa,1 •, 
sum up the experience of the struggle against the Nepalese state i 31,.; 
including its repeated repression of the people's struggle, and the Ma5~:: · 
leadership today finds itself in the pathetic situation of adding its voice " 
the anti-People's War chorus. 

Negating the "omnipotence of war" and reducing people's war toa 
tactic in the oppressed countries that can be used "depending c 
conditions" is the logical conclusion of refusing to adopt Mar.(isrri­
Leninism-Maoism as· the highest stage of the science of revolutio· 
achieved so far. This effectively makes the new democratic revolutic:­
irrelevant, as it cannot be achieved through the peac~ful .means the NCF 

1 (Masha!) has undertaken. The NCP (Mashal) is o~ the fast track to pure 
opportunism, if not already at the fin-ish line. . . , . , 

Recently, a Right Opportunist Line (ROL) broke out from the 
Communist Party of Peru (PCP) calling -for an end to the People's War 
there. This ROL has been condemned ~nd rejected by the PCP. In one oi 
their first and basic documents, known as Asumir, the ROL equates 
different forms of struggle, asserting that war is o~ly one form of struggle 
and can be used depending on ·the situation. Asumir says, "The class 
struggle is a great and constant class war directed by political leaders. I 

, 

a 
a 
r 
n 
A 

has two forms: bloodless .... and bloody. Both are·forms of the great political 
war"; "politics is war without bloodshed, just as war is panties with 
bloodshed"; "war is · initiated and develops according to concrete 
conditions, and as these change, the forms of struggle must change·. 
Doesn't the logic of Asumir strongly resemble that of the NCP (Mashal), 
with its "legal or illegal, peaceful or armed, ·parliamentarian or non· 
parliamentarian, use or boycott of election"?! Both negate Mao's teaching s1 
that war is the highest form of struggle and that seizing power through ai 
revolutionary violence is the central task of communists everywher . 

Si 
s1 

In denying the ·universality of Mao's theory of people's war 1 

reducing it to a mere tactic among a myriad of other peaceful and electoral 
options, the NCP (Mashal), once again, tries to hypocritically wrap itsell 
in Leninism: "Leninism views the question of armed struggle In relation 
t~ _the objective and subjective conditions and the revolutionary situation ~IJ 
and accepts that armed struggle too.is an art .... But the anarchist thinking tr~ 
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r .gard s all these Leninist principles of urmod struggle as non­
r ~to\utionary. The anarchist thinking u un10 th t tho riponing of the 

j ctive and ~ 1bj ctlvc condltl n Ir. not n co ary for tho armed 
tru I .. . th ultra-I w~ t th w rill ov r t nv b > n harborin uch 

·,, n . " ti n ,. 1, ram cone I t\ons r found to bo h rbour d by rn ';t 
: t , at \i , : upp rllng_ 'Muols1n' ." (Foreword to "Critlquo of th Ultr -

th~t Tl' u ht", by NCP (Mashal) leader M.B. Singh) Al o: "Lonin ha 
, • 

1 that Grm d insurrection is a grave question and one should n v r 
~ 1. v , ith it. But the UC [referring to the NCP Unity Center, which lat r 
• · me the CPN(Maoist)) has made the question of armed struggle just 
, n1atter of toys". [ibid.] 

There is a two-fold problem here. First of all, the application of 
eople's war in semi-feudal countries dominated by imperialism and i~s 

application in imperialist countries (with armed insurrection followed by 
revolutionary civil war) are different pr<?cesses. Lenin's approach to this 
auestion is based on the dynamics of the latter, where revolutionary 

I 

situations do not exist generally; and on those rare opportunities when 
they come ·seizing them is a matter of life and death. In the oppressed 
countries like Nepal, on the other hand, as the RIM Declaration correctly 
states, "a continuous revolutionary situation ger:ierally exists·", and a 
people's war can usually _be initiated a~ soon as the subjective forces 
are in a position to launc_h ..it. Seconqly, and v_erY. importantly, Lenin's 
outlook was not that of avoiding r.evolutionar:y violence, quite the contrary. 

e actively led the Bolshevik .Party to le_ap to the fore of the 1905 (armed} 
evolution, even though he could _see the possibility of victory was bleak. 
nd in October 1917 it was Lenin who fearlessly charged forward in the 

face of all sorts of opportunist and vacillating elements who wanted to 
ait for the Soviet to vote on whether or not to go over to insurrection. He 

led the party and the proletariat to 1.aunch the insurrection that changed 
the face of earth for decades to come. Lenin pointed out that in such 
situations there is no guarantee of success, and indeed that waiting for 
such a guarantee would in fact doom the revolution to failure. As RIM 
s ays in Long Live Marxism-Leninism-Maoism\: 11Lenin raised the theory 
and practice of proletarian revolution to a whole new level as he led the 
proletariat in seizing and consolidating its political power, its revolutionary 
d ictatorship,· for the first time with the victory of the October Revolution in 
formerly Tsarist Russia in 191? ." · 

The NCP (Mashal) is objectively acting to discourage peopl fr m 
going over to ·armed revolution, and shamelessly trying to lmpli t 
Comrade Lenin, who worked all his life for just such a revolution, In thl 
treachery. Isn't Lenin's approach completely clear, when he d fi ntly 
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proclaimed the 1 or: r volutlon "o dr -rohoarsal" for the comin arrr·, 
revolution? And whnt ob ut Mn , who cn llod on rovolullonari to '11 .,,, 
boldly ah ad and "I n11l wm fn1 tlu ( 11011 wmfm '''/ Jtovolutlcmr1ry "'~ 
an art w will nov 1 m •. h 1 whlh only proutl In othor form <,f rrwy,, 

It i im1 1 tnnt t n tc that tho oppo''lllon of tho NCP (M h:111 , 

r ' luti nni , wm (under tho pretext of "concreto conditions") I b~ '!'1 
rt n orllamentary pretensions. In a press statement " n r 

Pc 1 liam ntary Elections" they say, "NCP (Mashal) has decided to utili-·. 
th forthcoming parliamentary elections through ANNPF .... Jn lh ·. 
onnection our party wants to express Its dlsllluslonment for the probli; ­

in electoral seat adjustments resulting from the policies of the Un i ·~ 
Nepal Communist Party (Marxist-Leninist) [UML) in particular- but r:, : 

party will with due honesty make all efforts to make a success of ~ : 
(electoral] adjustments, wherever and however possible with any of ~-= 
parties" [Mashal Vol. 37]. And: "In spite of the anti-communist a .. : 
compromising character of the UML, it is still a p~triotic and democra : 
and an allied force ... (our party) has decided to continue with h 
previously announced policy of supporting the UML governmenr [Ap 
1995 press statement of the CC of NCP (Mashal)]. 

The NCP (Mashal) has ceaselessly attacked the Maoists, labeling 
us "ultra-left" and "anarchist". Yet at the S?me -time, it supports the 
revisionists of the so-called United Marxist~Leninists who have even led 
the very state responsible for sucking the blood of the· Nepalese masses 
and who since the start of the People's War. have.had a hand in massacring 

- the revolutionaries. Mashal's denigration of People's War. goes hand i 
hand with their quibbling over the rules of parliaments ''with due honesty . 
But the line the revolutionary party takes on elections is important not on · 
in the imperialist countries, but also in the oppressed countries, where the 
revolutionaries cannot lose from sight the overall goal of overthrowing th: 
entire _ imperialist-dominated semi-feudal set-up, at the heart of which ·s 
the reactionary state. It must never be forgotten that whether this state ·. 
a constitutional monarchy, a one-person or one-party dictatorship, or 
Western-style parliamentary democracy,·these are all ultimately differen 
forms of the same reaction~ry dictatorship. · 

Jn sharply defining the approach of communists to the seizure of 
power, Mao said, "Before the outbreak of war all organisation and struggl 
are in preparation for the war .... After war breaks out, all organisation 
and struggle are coordinated with the war either directly or indirectly ... .' 
["Problems of War and Strategy") 

Very clearly, the NCP (Mashal) Is not preparing for w r to 
over~hrow imperialism and feudalism; their approa~h to war, as well ~ : 
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r 
to parliamentary elections, at best reflects illusions about the nature of 
the state. In the absence of a better line, this could huvo been likened to 
the situation in Indonesia where tho cooporutlon of comrnunlstc wi th the 
bourgeoisie and th ir fnlluro lo orgunl ~o tor pooplo'<; war lod to tho 
niassacr of many hundreds of thousands. But with tho <· hurponing of 
tl1 tw -lin truggle in the Nepalese movement and the emergonc of 
ti PN (Maoist), who have embarked on the glorious path of people'~ 
, ', r. this llas led the NCP (Mashal) into outright opposition to revolution, 
i\tt n1pts to cover this with Leninism are in vain. The NCP (Mashal) are 
1 rpocritically accusing our Movement of degrading Lenin, but it is they 
who will never succeed in turning Lenin, whose writings ceaselessly train 
the revolutionaries in the need for violent revolution, into a commonplace 
reformist. It is the leaders of Mashal.who are refusing to lead the masses 
in advancing towards the· armed overthrow of the old reactionary system 
and who are standing to. the side decrying the bravery and courage of 
the comrades and masses who have taken to arms~ 

The Struggle against Mode·rn Revi.sionism.·and the 
Great Proletari.an ,Cultural .Revolution 

"Beginning immediately after th~ · coup d'etat of . Khrus~chev, Mao 
Tse-tung and the Marxist-Leninists in.the Chinese Communist Party began 
to analyse the developments .in the Soviet Union and in the international 
communist movement and .to struggle a~iainst ~oder·n · revisior1ism.- ln 1963 
the. publication of A . Proposal Concerning .the Gener.al Line. of the 
International Communist Movement (the ·25-poi'nt letter) was an all-round 
and public condemnation of revisionism and a call to the· genuine Marxist­
Leninists of all countries:' [RIM Dedaration] Amidst the confusion caused 
by the rise of revisionism to power .ln.·the Soviet Union; this ·salvo by the 
Chinese comrades represented such a· breakthrough that, as RIM's 
Declaration continues: "The contemporary Mar.xist-Leninist movement has 
as its origin this hist~ric appeal and the polemics that. accompanied it:' 

But with characteristic contempt for Mao, the NCP (Mashal) not 
only undercuts the importance of these polemics by reducing them to 
simply extensions of Lenin's understanding; they continue: "We should 
not overlook the mistake Mao has made during the course of struggle 

ga inst opportunism. He was keen enough to take a correct stand against 
ight opportunism, but was unable to understand properly the importance 
f the struggle again~t centrist opportunism upon which Lenin has 
ufficiently thrown light in his theoretical as well as practical works. Th 
istake made by Chairman Mao on the question of centrism has definit ly 

aused no less damage to the socialist system in China." [On ''Maoism'l 
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In this utterly irrespo~sible and opportunist ~anner, the NCp 
(Mashal) thus accuses 011 0 of tho groat loadors of the internationa1 
proletariat of c ntrism, ·md hold · him rosponslblo for damage to th~ 
socialist ·y t m In China without ovon bothorlng to olabor fl). 
Furth rm r , in th contoxt horo of doallng with Khrushchov rovl loni"rn , 
ju t wh , actly are the NCP (Masha!) comparing Mao to whon thoy rr1 
11 Lu d "no loss damage" to the socialist system? This outrageoui 
nd rrogant attitude towards a great communist leader who guided 

humanity to heights never achieved before, and coming from people 
' Ila are so willing to support revisionists like the UML, clearly does not 
stem from a desire to deepen our understanding for future advance. 
More-over, this unexplained - and wrong - criticism echoes the 
unfounded criticism ~eveled at Mao by Albania's Enver Hoxha, who tried 
to vilify the great significance of Mao Tse-tung's battle against revisionism 
on the international level. These charges against Mao appearing in the 
1992 NCP (Mashal) document, and in the context of the struggle and 
debate in our Movement over how to evaluate Mao's contributions, 
reflected a real step backward by the NCP,(Mashal) at the very time the 
Movement was preparing to take an important leap forwar~. 

As the Co RIM Letter to the Mashal Congress continues: '1he history 
of the international communist movement is replete with organisations 
who took very wrong turns when their leaders did not deeply grasp the 
principles and contributions, the actual content of Mao's teachings and 
the struggle against modern revisionism." The struggle over important 
ideological questions such as this has h~lped genuine revolu~ionaries in 
Nepal to make. the advances necessary to be able to lead a real .revolution. 
The NCP (Masha!) leadership, on the other hand, have .chosen to slide 
down into the swamp of revisionism . . 

Comrade Mao's qualitative contribution to Marxism-Leninism is 
devalued by the NCP (Mashal) on the basisthat Lenin had already 
struggled against revisionism. This, once again, shows Mashal's lack of 
understanding of the Marxist theory of knowledge and the law of dialectics. 
The struggle with the bourgeoisie Is a protracted one, constantly bringing 
new elements to the fore, and capitalis~ itself brings about changes in 
the world. All this gives rise to new contradictions, including new forms 
of revisionism, which in turn require new analysis. Marx's struggle against 
Proudhon or Bakunin no more negates the impo.rtance of Lenin's struggle 
against Kautsky than does Lenin's struggle against revisionism negate 
Mao's fight against modern revisionism. It Is also Important to note that 
phenomena develop through struggle; and as the RIM Declaration puts 
it, "History has shown that real creative developments of Marxism (and 
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not phoney revisionist distortions) hnv alway boon ln~ opu rably linked 
with a fierce struggle to dotond and uphold bor- lc prlrmlplo of M' rxi m­
Leninisn1. Lenin's two-fold slrugglo ngnlnr. t tho opon rovl lon i ~ t~ nd 
ao inst tl,o , like l<autsky, who opposod revolution uncJor tho gui 'J r;f 
· ar. ist ortllodoxy' and Mao Tse-tung's great battle to oppose tho mod"rn 

visi ni ' ts and their negation of the experience of building socialism in 
t , U SR under Lenin and Stalin while carrying out a thorough and 
.-:: i ntific criticism of the roots of ·revisionism are evidence of this." 

Mao's struggle against modern revisionism was a prelude to the 
Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution (GPCR). The NCP (MashaJ) says, 
··The question of continuing class struggle or revolution in the socialist 
period under the dictatorship of proletariat is a fundamental principle of 
Marxism-Leninism. Mao, in the form of the GPCR, has further developed 
it to a new height. At the same time, we should not forget that the GPCR 
is a continuation of this principle propounded by Marx, developed by 
Lenin, and practiced by Stalin." [On "Maoism"] ·· First of all, Mao.·~ 
summation was based on experience previous · leaders simply did not 
have. Marx had no experience building socialism, and Lenin's own 
experience was very short-lived. How could they have possibly 
understood and drawn out the laws and contradictions of socialist society? 
T he idealism at the heart of this clair:n is anti-Marxist. Secondly, the core 
of t he GPCR cannot be reduced to just continuing the class struggle, but 
involves the nature of this struggle, including especially who the 
bourgeoisie in socialist"society are, their roots, tne locus of their power, 
and how to fight and uproot them. Understanding all this required not 
only the historical experience of the USSR and China, but also Mao's 
dialectical materialist analysis of this. And third, for anybody really 
determined to bring about a classless society, a good look at socialism 
in the USSR and China would clear.ly reveal stark differences. The way 
the class struggle was continued in China in the GPCR involved the 
development of forms of struggle involving the masses in every sphere 
in a way that simply did not happen in Soviet society under Lenin and 
Stalin. This itself reflected the great leap in understanding achieved by 

ao and the Chinese revolutionaries. 

The NCP (Mashal) tries to devalue the GPCR by saying it was a 
continuation of what was practiced by Stalin. Of course it was a 
continuation, in that China too was building socialism; but it was not merely 

continuation, it was also a rupture. Mao not only built on Stalin's 
chievements, he also had to criticise and refute a lot of what had b n 
one in the Soviet Union. 

As the RIM Declaration says, "Whlle waging fl re tru 

[ 163] 

Escaneado con CamScanner 

https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download


against the old exploiting clnssos, Stalin denied In theory the emergenco 
of a new bourgeoisi from within tho sociullst socioty Itself, reflected and 
concentrated by th r vl•'lonlr,1" within tho rullnu communist party, hencr, 
his erron ou lnlm thnt 'rn1tnoonl"tic dun1 oontrncJlc;tlon ' had b 'm 
eliminat -d in th vi l Union U" a rouult of tho buslc; or.;tabli hrnrm r) 

sociali t '"'11 'lr ' hip In Industry and agriculturo. Similarly, a failurrJ ,, 
tll r u hi ' apply dialectics to the analysis of socialist society led the So'li': 
I ad r hip to conclude that there was no longer a contradiction betwe ·n 
th productive forces and the relations of production under socialism. 

"This incorrect understanding of the nature of socialist society also 
contributed to Stalin's failure to adequately distinguish the contradictions 
between the people ·and the enemy and the contradictions among the 
people themselves. This in turn contributed to a marked tendency to 
resort to bureaucratic methods of handling these contradictions and gave 
more openings to the enemy." 

These are great lessons without.wh.i~h it is impossible to keep on 
the path of socialism and march towards communism. And even though 
Mao was at a historical advantage, theoretical and pol_itical errors on 
Stalin's part hampered him in analysing the contradictions and solving 
them. The RIM Declaration ·aptly quotes Mao, · "St~lin ha~ a fair.amount 
of metaphysics in him and he taught many people to follow metaphysics .... " 
However, as presented in On "Maoism": -"The NCP (Mashal) 
fundamentally diffe_rs from a criticism made against Stalin by Chairman 
Mao .... The Declaration has not put forward any· convincing argument in 
this connection." - -

Despite their claim to uphold the RIM Declaration and their 
accusations that our Movement has dev-iated fro~ the Dedaration by 
adopting Maoism, by rejecting Mao's advances over Stalin and insisting 
on upholding Stalin's mistakes, the NCP (Mashal) ultimately winds up 
even rejecting Stalin's correct side, which was principal. Moreover, by 
devaluing the significance of the GPCR, and therefore of Maoism, the 
NCP (Masha!) goes against a fundamental point of unity of our Movement 
that separates us from all sorts of revisionists. . 

Particularities of Nepal 

As we said before, the NCP (Mashal) ties the possib.ility of armed 
s~rug?le .to "conqrete c?nditions". A brief examination of the objective 
s1tuat1on tn Nepal in the light of Mao's teachings will help clarify the debate. 

Nepal Is a semi-feudal country long dominated by imperialism. 
As is . said in The Worker no. 1, the orga~ of the CPN (Maoist), "The 
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, 

I, 

r sen\ Nepalese stale was crentod obout two hundrod yoars ago and 
r sid d over by n mull cllquo at moribund foudol and cornprador 

nd bur au rntic cnpltnll \ clnssos. Thooo oxploltlng clu~sos h' vo rnado 
11 n arth t r the massos of· peasants and workors and havo driven 

": untry to the verge of collapse. Nepal Is now the second pooro t r 
intr , in the world after Ethiopia; there is economic inequality, the richest 
" gobbling up 46.5°/o of the national income while 71°/o of the 
ulation is forced to live below the absolute poverty line. 90°/o of the 

opulation lives in rural areas in primitive conditions and 81°/o of the 
work-force is engaged in backward agriculture .... " A backward economy 
and localised agriculture implies· the existence of a peasantry crushed 
under the yoke of semi-feudal relations and burning with the desire for 
land. This is one of the conditions for the emergence and survival of red 
political power in the . oppressed countries. This element is of course 
only visible to revolutionaries who believe that the riJas$eS are the makers 
of history. In the equations of revisipnists and opportunists, the masses 
never count except as a bargaining chip .in their ·dealings with reaction. 

' . 

Furthermore, the ruling classes, being the bloodsucking tyrants · 
they are, cannot count on the strategic and long-term s~pport of most of 
the population of Nepal, and·on top of that they are mired in contradictions 
amongst themselves. An exampfe -of this ·was ,their inability to decide 
what to do in the face of the ·initiation of the Peopleis·war. The objective 
sit uation in Nepal is not fundamentally different 'from that ·in· other . 
oppressed countries, and it is ' on ·this basis that the Rl.M Declaration 
[which the NCP (Mashal) demagogically claim~ to. uphold I] says, "In the· 
oppressed countries of Asia, Africa arid Latin· America a continuous 
revolutionary situation generally exists:' 

. .. . , 

The NCP (Mas~al) saw only the difficulties facing the 
revolutionaries there, and not the favourable aspects. Thus their 
leadership considered that it was impossible for a people's war to be 
successfully conducted in Nepal unless one were to break out in India 
first. They saw Nepal's land-locked situation (with the Himalayas/China 
in the north and India surrounding the rest of the country) as another 
·mpediment to the possibility of carrying a people's war to victory. This 

p reach was indicative of whether the NCP (Mashal) was trying to apply 
evolutionary theory in order to .hasten preparations for revolution, or 
nstead inventing and distorting the "objective situation" in order to justify 
ot applying MLM. · · · 

Mao taught that everything divides into two, and In any situ tlon, 
owever bad, a good aspect exists too. But when one has given up on 
aking revolution, even positive aspects will come to seem negative. 
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The infrastructure of Nepal is ver'/ underdeveloped, and most of th') 
country's population is only accosslblo by foot. The Himalayas, whor~ 
the masses of Nepal l\now tho ground llko tho palm of thoir hand an1 
foreign (Indian) sold I rr· cun hnrdly broulho In tho thin air, can bo v r / 
favourabl round tor waging a pooplo's war. Tho Llbomtlon Tlgor r, 
Tamil E lam (LTTE) have been fighting a guerrilla war for many y ar 1 

Sri Lanka in geographical conditions less favourable than those of Mo~~I . 
It i true that the fact that the LTTE is a nationalist force creates som~ 

advantages for them, because of their ability to unite larger forces tr) 
start with, but their bourgeois politics has turned that into its opposite as 
they are not able to fully unleash the masses.) Just how much being 
landlocked influences the continuity of the .People's War in Nepal remains 
to be seen, but it is obvious that what has sustained the LITE is not the 
ability of their fighters to swim! -

India is a big country with a strong army. An Indian invasion would 
cost a lot of lives to the revolution. But the strength of the Indian army is 
relative. And by looking a little harder, we can see that it has major and 
strategic weaknesses, for India is a country wracked by contradictions. 
As Comrade Bhattarai, a Nepalese r~volutionary leader, has remarked, 
''The majority of the population in India suffers from hunger, illiteracy 
and deprivation, and the ethnic. and_, national issues have remained 
unresolved or rather aggravated ove·r the y~ars"; and, "the factors that 
compel poor peasants and tribals in Bihar and Andhra Pradesh to revolt 
under the banner of Naxalism or compel various nationalities like Punjab, 
Kashmir, Assami, Naga and others to fight for their national rightsn are 
those that unite them with the ·masses of Nepal and against the Indian 
state. India cannot even clean its own house. If India· attacks Nepal to 
help crush the revolution, the revolutionaries can rely on many elements 
to turn this into its opposite. Sentiments against Indian domination are 
so strong in Nepal that such an invasion would inevitably unite even a lot 
of middle forces against it and against any reactionaries who support it. 
This dynamic can be used to forge a strong united front and wage a true 
war of liberation. A correct policy towards the Indian nationality peoples 
in the Terai region will also unite them against India, if they are awakened 
to their class interests and are mobilised to fight against the common 
oppressors of the labouring masses of Nepal. The masses of India also 
have sharp contradictions with the Indian state and will not go along with 
such an invasion. Indeed, the reality that people In Nepal have risen up to 
take their destiny into their hands will come to inspire the masses in India, 
thus weakening the Indian state. Since the arrival of the British in Asia, 
India has always determined the fate of Nepal; this time let it be the masses 
of Nepal who help ignite the fires of liberation throughout South Asia. 
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Moreover, imperialist intorvon\lon do not como only ~hrough 
·gbouring countrios or ln th fornl of dlroot rnll1t ·1ry lntorvont1on. Tho 

n ~ ri nc of th Communl•~t I arty of P ru (PCP), wh ro It(! Ch· irm ri 

:ind a 1 ~ug part of It I ndln 1no1nbor1 woro orro ·tocJ thro~ .h ; . IA­
"' ~ 'i int Ill. nco oporu\lon, Is tosllmony l? that. Wo aro living in ~ n 
in r n 'in ly internationalised world. A revolution in any part of tho glob 
rt t th rule not only of that particular state but also of world 

;, 1 rialism - and is viewed accordingly. It is with the knowledgo of 
tt1 e dangers that the comrades of the CPN (Maoist) set forth on the 
alorious path of People's War. 

In addition to the general criteria for the staFt of the people's war, 
the pre'sent, particularly sharp, contradictions among the ruling classes 
and the fact that Nepal has been in a state of tremendous turmoil since 
1990 created an especially favourable situation for the launching of the 
revolutionary war. M.B. Singh's allegations that the Maoists consider the 
concrete conditions irrelevant and are thus "anarchists", etc., call to mind 
the Peruvian United Left attacks again~t the .. PCP at the initial stages of 
the People's War there. They called the PCP comrades "roaming bands" 
with no connection to the masses and accused them of not taking the 
objective situation into account. (Indeed, here Mashal's false support for 
the People's War in Peru must'be exposed. The PCP have long upheld 
Marxism-Leninism-Maoism and are thus in Mashal's eyes inevitably°guilty 
of "anarchism" I etc. But because of the popularity of the Peruvian_ people's 
War the NCP (Mashal) prefer not to make a direct attack.) 

j • • • 

The objective reality of N~pal shows that the initiation of the 
People's War had long been overdue arid the only reason it had not 
started, as in most .countries, was the opportunism dom.inating its left 
movement. From the time of Vim Dutta Panmtha in the early 1950s, to 
the Naxalbari-inspired struggles in the 1970s and down until recent years, 
the main impediment to launching a people's war had been the dominant 
lines that paid lip-service to the need for people's war but in actuality 
reconciled themselves to peaceful forms of struggle in practice. [For a 
more detailed ·account of this history, see AWTW 1996/22] As the 
leadership of the CPN (Maoist) summed up: "There are specific 
weaknesses in the understanding of communists in Nepal. Mostly we 
have been influenced by gradualism. This means mass struggle, and 
that some time in the distant future the mass struggle will itself transition 
to ar_med struggle. This is wrong and goes against Marxist dialectics .... 

"Basically we see that philosophy and ideology and organl ation 
are crucial to initiating people's war to break out of the vicious clrcl f 
reformism - the school. of revolution in words and roformlsm In d d 
that marked the old NCP (Mashal). There needed to be r die I ruptur In 
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thinking, deeds, and style of organisation. Otherwise we cannot initiat 
people's war." [AWTW 1996/22] 

9 

In an articl ntill d " 11 Ullra-lurt dovl 1llor1 In Nopaloso Comrnu ·.,, 
Movem nt", N p (Mashni) supporters GUY, 'Tho Murxlot-Lonln(t•f' ti' I r" 
e p ri 11 of th pr sent NCP(UML) which went to tho othor oxtrom frr, 
tl1 ultra-'I ff line adopted by the Marxist-Leninist movement of tho 1 "1·, 
and 1 ?Os. The ultra-left line put forward by the pres~nt NCP[sic](Maoi ) • 
nly a means to pave its way for scoring success in rightist politics". [frorn 

Red Star, October 1996]. Isn't there consistency In the way the NCP (Mashar) 
reduces the people's war to a mere question of tactics, engages the par~1 
and the masses in reformist politics, defends the reactionary UML·led 
government, and warns that the initiators of the Peopl~'s War will become 
rightist? We don't have to wait for some imaginary future, we can see who ~ 
setting their sights on "scoring success in ·rightist politics" right now! 

The comrades of the CPN (Maoist) have fought against revisionism 
and courageously picked up the gun and pledged to. bring imperialism 
and reaction down in Nepal. By doing ·this, th~y ha~e brougf:lt hope not 
only to the masses of Nepal but to· the oppressed aJI over the world, 
including our comrades in Peru who ha'{e rejoiced !n the initiation of the 
People's War in Nepal. .As ·was said {n El Di~·rio,- the revolutionary 
underground -newspaper in Lima, in J.une .1996, ."We salute proletarian 
internationalism and the launching of the· PeoP.le's"War in Nepal by the 
CPN (Maoist), brandishing the invincible ideoiC)gy of MLM. 13 Feb_1996 
ripped through the . black night of oppression and set forth amidst 
tumultuous people's war ... The organised violence of the oppressed in 
Nepal exposes the revisionism of UML ~ho practice parliamentary 
cretinism and demand respect for the legal_ and constitutional road:' The 
NCP (Mashal) tries to separate line from action by defending the People's 
War in Peru but directly attacking PCP's ideology. This is idealism. In 
fact, Mashal's own experience is testimony to how ideology bears on 
practice; their opposition to people's war and their gradualist politics has 
everything to do with their abandoning of Marxism-Leninism-Maoism as 
the third and highest stage of our science. 

The NCP (Mashaf) also demagogically muddles the difference 
between the necessary situation for starting a people's war and the 
conditions of victory. As said before, the objective situation Is generally 
ripe for the initiation of people's war in the oppressed countries. This does 
not, however, mean that a people's war is automatically going to be 
victorious, or that victory will come within any given time. The advance of 
revolution is not a straightforward process and will go through twists and 
turns. It is always possible that the reactlonaries can drown a revolution in 
blood, but the oppressed will always rise up against reaction. MLM is the 
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, 111 , uar:--.ntee that these uprisings w\lt load to the demise of imperialis~ . 
\~fh n \ lking about the Initiation o1 tho Pooplo's W r In Poru, the PCP said 
it wa lik thr win on H Int l \h vol :i , nnd onln nold th t If you waited 

i 1 a uarl nt f vi \ory, you'd n vor u\ irl un lnr·urr ctlon. 
l ' 

ln~ t a i f b Ing ht d by tho lnltlutlon of tho f'oopl ' "'Jar, th 
1 - t\ ashal) h·1s hown nothing but contempt for tho rna!! (' who 

" r i ~ n up in arms. The NCP (Mashal) has prophesied the defeat of 
pl 's War as if wishing for its defeat. This People's War will indeed 

tl1r ugh twists and turns, but Mashal's prophecy of its failure is its 
straight-line plunge into the quagmire of revisionism. 

Support the People's War· in Nepal! 

As was said at the beginning of this article, after the struggles 
ad ing to the adoption of Marxism-Le.ninism-Maoism, it was decided 

hat t here would be a period of struggle with the NCP (Mashal). A Letter 
as s ubmitted to the NCP (Mashal) Congress developing CoRIM"s views 
n some of the questions involved. In the· meantime, however, not a single 
oc u m ent, not even a · page, has bee'n sent by the NCP (Mashal) 
tte m pting to engage in constructive, principled struggle over these crucial 
iffe rences. Instead, their representativ~s, have made public statements 
nd interviews attacking our"Movement as '~u_ltra-left extremism" . 

. . , ' .. . 

"Although far· ni·any Marxist-Leninisls of the world the difference 
tween Mao Tse-tung Thoughb~nd 'Maois·m' seems,that of terminology, 

nly in the context of RIM 'Maqjsm'= represents an oppor.tqnisr trend ·to 
rag the Revolutionary lnternatio·nalist M~vement as~~a ~hol~ to the path 
f opportunism and Trotskyism. T~e .Committee is doing its best pulling 
own Leninism from the positi9n of leading ideology of the era of 

m perialism and proletarian revolution and di~torting Mao ... " [Resolution 
f the NCP (Mashal) CC of 1996]. As we say in our Letter of August 1996 
nd we attempt to show· here, "The dispute between RIM and the NCP 
M ashal) is by no means limited to a question of terminology. The debate 
oncentrates a whole series of political and ideological questions."These 

questions include importantteachings of Mao Tse-tung on the question 
of the path of protracted people's war in the oppressed countries, Mao's 

u mmation of the experience of building socialism in the Soviet Union 
and China, the lessons of the GPCR, and more. Despite their hypocritical 
assertion that they are, as opposed to RIM, the true upholders of 
Leninism, the recent struggle also shows that by discarding Mao th 
NCP (Mashal) are also discarding Lenin, Including very Importantly on 
the question of political power and the state. 

Mashal's opposition to Marxlsm-Lenlnlsm-M olsm h r suit d . . 
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in the untenabl situation whor one of tho participating parties of Al~A 
has publicly, f I odly nnd n p nt dly rojoc.; tod tho vory foundation of o~, 
Movem nt It If. 

In it!1 Alh l 11 t 1 UD • L II r, ol UM dumundod th '" t, "rt your Pf1r 1 • 
c ntinu t mnlnlnln It ·· oppo 11 ltlon to 11 10 lcJuologlcal four1dat1on ()f RI 
th 1 r t and principled response on your port would bo your v0fur1 t~r 1 
r i nation from our Movement." In response, the abovo-montionod If , 
M hal) CC Resolution calls this a threat to expel it from RIM, (jr ~ 

continues: "However, CC unanimously decided to continue its po itirr 
on Mao Tse-tung Thought or 'Maoism', not to render resignation frorr, 
RIM and continues to defend Marxist- Leninist ideology against 'lefti t' · 
opportunist, sectarian, splittist, despotic, illegitimate and arbitrary, le~ 
opportunist unprincipled policies and style of work of CoRIM." 

They continue: "The consequence of the Maoist People's War has 
proved the policies of both Maoists and RIM wrong." ["On RI M's Supporti 
The opposite is indeed the case: the initiation of the People's War was a 
great development in the class struggle in Nepal, and a great material 1 

force helping polarise and clarify the political field in Nepal and further 
exposing the seriously wrong nature of the NCP (Mashal) line, and 
opportunism more generally. On the other hand, it has also proved the , 
strength and vitality of Maoism. To reiterate, RIM's decision on the NCP 
(Mashal) is not_ simply based on its opposition to the People's War; rather, 
the opposition by the NCP (Mashal) to the People's War is a symptom 1 

and the inevitable result of the opportur;tist trajectory it has been on for 
many years. 

Furthermore, in relation to their divergence from RIM the NCP , 
(Mashal) leadership says: "What is needed to be clear about is the fact 
that RIM is not an authoritative organisation to issue certificates of 
revolution, instead, it is merely an international forum of Marxist-Leninist 
parties and organisations for exchanging ideas and experiences." And 
any party has the "right to enjoy a view different and free from that of 
RIM". "Moreover at a time when RIM is itself deviating from ML principles 
and/or thoughts of Mao there is no doubt that CoRIM cannot play any 
guiding or leading role in the communist Movements ... Nevertheless, we 
cannot rule out its utility for exchanging the ideas and the experiences of 
the parties and organisations in various countries of the world. but RIM 
encroaches the border or circle. Its utility, is more likely negative." 

Here the NCP (Mashal) is reducing the role of our Movement to 
that of an international forum or a debating society. RIM's tasks, however. 
are defined quite differently in the RIM Declaration the NCP (Mashal) so 
hypocritically pretends to uphold: "At the present juncture of world history, 
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·ntern3.tiona\ pro\ tarinl ha lo lake up tho chaUonge of forming its 
111 ' II "T h f t• f h wn organisnti n, an Int rnu\\onnl of n w typ . o unc ion o . sue 

n \ N \nl rna\\ nu\ wlU b l conl\nu \nd d e p n th urnrn t1on of 
-~ . " .ri n ~. d vc\op tho l n rn\ \\n n wh\ch \t \ found cJ , and rv 
, .- n l~ rn\\ ~ u\ding \ \\\ica\ conlro." \t \ \n tho p\r\t of rnovin \()~,-, rd 
._ '"- · an r~" n\ 'a\ion to \ead our \nternat\ona\ fight for comrnuni" rn that 
· '\f\~ F unding Conference ca\\ed for setting up 11An interim cornrni t 

n1bryonic po\itica\ centre" to further the ideological, political and 
nisationa\ unity of the communists .... a task that is being successfully 

~ proud\y carried out, as is reflected in the ~ocu ment Long Live 
'a ' ism-Leninism-Maoism\ and the \eap it represents. Any attempt to 

educe our tviovement to a debat\ng society wm rob the proletariat of our 
fia hting unity and our international centre and inevitably hinder the 

ro r \dwide march to -communism. 

Another task conferred on the Committee by RlM is as follows: 
u e\ping the formation of new MLM parties and the strengthening of existing 

es is the common task of the international communist movement." 

After seriously evaluating the situation in Nepal, the RIM Committee 
h as come to the conclusion that the cc;>ntinued participation of the NCP 

v'\ashal) in our Movement no longer helps the advance .of the vanguard 
i Nepal. Rather, allowing RIM's prestige to_ be used by a party that has 
c h osen to depart from the.ideological foundations of our Movement and 
the cause of communism would be creating confusion· among the masses. 
l h arms the revolutionary cause, and lowers the combativitY of our 
1v1ovement as a whole. Therefore, in accordance with the organisational 
p r inciples of our Movement and the duties and authority conferred on it, 
the Committee has come to · the · grave · decision to propose to the 
participating parties and organisations the expulsion of the NCP (Mashal} 
from the ranks of our Movement. . · 

The initiation of the Peop.le's War has changed the political 
landscape in Nepal. The masses of Nepal have embarked on a glorious 
path that will inevitably be tortuous, but it is the only path that will lead to 
t rue libera~ion. lt is vital that all the revolutionary and progressive forces 
s upport this cause and defend it against the ever-mounting attacks of 
reaction. The ideological stand of the NCP (Mashal} makes it impossible 
for them to be in RIM, but to support the just war of the Nepalese masses 
against imperialism and feudallsm one need not be a Maoist. We c II on 
the rank-and-file of the NCP (Mashal} to dissociate themselv s fr n 
M.B. Singh's attacks against the revolution and join the proud r n ~ 
the People's War in Nepal \n the advancing battl for world 
exploitation and oppression. 
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I II 

l olutlon Adopted by the Extended Meeting of th r f 
r nlz tlon Committee (COC) of the Nepal Communi 1 P r y 

hal) held from September 17-19, 1992] 

Although Mao Tse-Tung, a great Marxist-Leninist of the Lenin'3 
era, has contributed greatly in the fields of philosophy, political economy, 
scientific socialism, military science, party organization, united front and 
two-line struggle under the rubric of socialism and the revolution in coloniaJ 
and semi (neo) colonial countries are of great historical importance. 
However, we should clearly understand that the present era, as defined 
by Stalin is still an era of imperialism, socialist revolution, and Leninism. 
Although in Maoist Thought, the science of Marxi.sm-Leninism has 
reached its highes_t stage of development, ' it should not be taken as 
something outside of the Lenin era but within it. '. · . 

The declaration adopted by the second International Conference 
of Marxist-Leninist Partie$ and Organizations in 1984 holds a quite correct 
stand on the question of the Lenin era, Leninism, and Mao Tse-Tung 
Thought. Quoting Stalin, the declaration asserts that Leninism represents 
Marxism in an era of imperiaiism and ·the proletarian revolution. This 
declaration is absolutely correct. With the demise of Lenin, the world 
situation has undergone great changes. But the era has not yet changed. 
The fundamental principles of Leninism are not.outdated. They still remain 
the theoretical ·basis-guiding our thinking today. We admit that Mao Tse­
Tung Thought on is a new stage in the development of Marxism-Leninism. 
Without upholding and building Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tse-Tung Thought, 
it is impossible to defeat revisionism, imperialism, and racialism in general. 

The Nepal Com.munist Party (NCP-Mashal) holds the view that 
the stand of the declaration is correct even today. The question of Maoism 
does not substantiate the characteristics of an era of Leninism as defied 
by Stalin. Instead, it distorts Mao Tse-Tung Thought, devaluates Leninism, 

1 

and deviates the world communist movement from the right track of 
Marxism Leninism. Therefore; the extended meeting of the COC of the 
NCP (Mashal) unanimously decides to reject the proposal on Maoism 
move by the committee. 
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The Revolutionary Communist Party (RCP), USA ~n !ts resolu!io~ 
ted in 1988 writes: "It is an era of imperialism and soc1ahst revolut1.on 

~ ,ct~'we are not \iving In any new ern." Thls In nlso n correct conclusion. 
~:nm th RCP, U /\, and Pcruvl· n Con1rnunlnt Porty (PCP) and the 
, mrnitt u\ { rward n \ ropo•·ul on M·1ol ·rn without cornmen1ing 

,thin n a" id l glcally in,portant qucstlon of an ora of L nini rn 
••

1 

1. th. t f impari'1\ls1n and soc\al\st revolution. The declaration rnontion'": 
, 111 '- 111 ntal principles of Leninism remain the theoretical basis of our 

ing today." Moreover, the dec\aration states "In evolving and 
, 1en1enting a revolutionary mass line, the tactics and style of work 

i veloped by the Bolshevik party summed up by Lenin remain the basic 
uide line." Regardless of the intention of the parties and organizations 
i sisting on Maoism and the third stage of Maoism in one or another 
way it makes the fundamental principle~ of Leninism outdated and 
degrades the role of Leninism that provides the theoretical basis guiding 
our thinking today. · · 

According. to the RCP, USA, the .. qoDcept of the world having 
reached to the new era of Mao Tse-Tung Tho~ght belonged to Lin-Piao, 
and the RCP was careful enough to oppose it -in the past. But the RCP 
does not seem be consistent in its stand against the .Lin-Piaoist conception. 
Has the idea of Un-Piao reany~reappeared ·in the-concept of the third stage 
of Maoism in its new form? \t is clear that the· controversy regarding the 
concept of a new stage of Mao Tse-Tung ThoOgh is·not a stage at all, but 
a position. The declaration takes ·Mao "f se~T~ng. Jhought as a new and 
higher stage in the deve\opment of the scie-nce of Marxism-Leninism. But 
the declaration ernphasi~es a stage that falls within the era of Leninism 
that provides the theoretical basis of understanding the present era. Those 
who insist on Maoism assert that Maoism exists outside the Lenin's era 
and Leninism is a _ bygone stage that has. secondary importance as 
compared to the concept of Mao Tse-Tung Thought. 

The concept of· Maoism was first propounded by the Communist 
Party of Peru (PCP). Comrade Gonzalo, Chairman of the PCP, in his 
tamous intervi~ws of 1988 elaborately asserts the concept of' Maoism 
· noring Leninism as the theoretical basis guiding our pres~nt-day 

inking. He told the interviewers that today'~ era is an era of "Marxism­
Leninism and principally Maoism." According him, Leninism on longer 
emains the theoretical basis to guide out thinking thoday. The committ 
of the RCP, USA has not used such rhetoric even though they h 
· dentica\ approach towards Leninism. 

AU political parties supporting the misleading cone pt of M ! m 
admit that the present era of is an era lmperlallsm and socl 11 t lull n. 
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But none of them touches tho sensitive Issue of the Lenin ere .. Thf!
1 

have also not mad It cl or thnt, llko Marxism-Leninism, whether or nr; 
the cone pt f L nlnl 1 m ! till occur I r u significant place in the who1~ 
period of imJ 'rinll!' lll nnd, o ltt ll" t rovolullon. It Indicates that their con~f'J. 
of a third t n~ < f Mnol 111 clo'irly prosuppoooo that Lonlnl m ha b Cl)rr , 
a pnrl of th ccond stage, and it has been roplacecJ or ub fitu rj ',1 
MG i m. The period of imperialism and socialist revolution stilJ con ir 1 , , 

but t11e period of Leninism has already passed awayll 

The conclusion made by the PCP and their suppor I •1 

contraveners the definition of Leninism, given by Stalin. They have refut~ 
Stalin and tried to prove his analysis and definition as unscientific withou 
convincing arguments. It is our assertion that they have ambiguous views 
about Stalin. To keep one's views ambiguous is not a correct methodology 
to be adopted by a Marxist-Leninist party. 

The RCP, USA, in its resolution adopted in 1988, has made a sel 
criticism of its mistakes committed in the past. The· mistake was made by 
simultaneous_ly takin.g both the question of an era and various stages of 
the development of science together. The mistake has been corrected 
now. Yet we can draw a logical conclusion from their correction that it 
simply delimits Lenin's era into a particular stage within an era of 
imperialism and soCialist revolution~ This divides.Lenin's era in.two parts; 
(1) second stage of Leninism· and (2) .the third stage of Maoism. Moreover; 
the correction made by the RCP, USA and supported by other Maoist 
parties and organizations paved the way for more than one independent 
stage within an era of imperialism and socialist revolution. 

Unlike 'the HCP, ·usA and. PCP, Nepal· Co~munist Party 
(Mashal)upholds Stalin's view of imperialism ·and socialist revolution as 
correct one. Mao Tse-Tung himself has recognized the theoretical 
contributions of Stalin. This is and obvious evaluation made by the 
Communist Party of China (CPC) under the leadership.of Comrade Mao 
Tse-Tung on the contribution of Stalrn. The CPC has lauded the role of 
Stalin who defended and developed Marxism-Leninism in the struggl 
agaibst the enenies of Leninism, nam·ely, Trotskyites, Zenovite 
Buk~arinits, and other bourgeois : agents. Stalin made an undeniable 
contribution to the International Communist Movement (ICM) in a number 
of theoretical writings which are Immortal Marxist-Leninist works (on the 
question of Stalin, second comment on the open letter of the central 
committee of the CPSU). Mao strongly recognized the contribution of 
Stalin in various fields of Marxism-Leninism, but he never proposed the 
concept of Stalinism. 
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ur\h rmor , what dlsllngul"h tolln from founders oi Marxism-
. · · \\'I"'\\ \1 t r \h tit' t \hnu "' UH hl1·t ry of rn nklnd, ro olved 

t n in1 n1 ' "' . , I d h' th t . "'r 1 \ .ms , ul\dlnn , odn\l"lll, nn I I\ won uncJ r hi n r 1~ . a 
, ''"''Id , \n\I ~' \ , y~· \ m ·nnl \nl cx\c·\onc . 'tnlln, b "ido hu1ldtn 
i, IL m. i l I 'd prlnc\pl r o1 lonln lo a hlghor St ' g . Hod rn n t~" ."-' 
, 1 ' I ii\ In \ran la\ing the1n into pracl\ce as we\\. 1n the cour o of bu1lr inr 

,,, li~m in the USSR and leading the world resolution, he had to go 
, 1 h 1i rce and continued struggle against various types of opportunist'-" 

r actionaries both within and outside the USSR. It is needless to 
, ntion that the contributions of StaUn both in theoretical and practical 
Ids are ot no lesser importance than those of Mao Tse-Tung. Despite 

, is fact, we are unable to understand why the adherents of Maoism have 
trained from accepting Stalinism as a new and higher stage in the 
evelopment ot the science of Marxism-Leninis~. This indicates that the 
tand taken by them dose not confirm the basis laid down by themselves. 

The RCP, USA has raised the question in a slightly different way. 
ccording to it, the use of the term Mao Tse-Tung Though degrades the 
osition of Mao Tse-Tung and it indicates that the contributions of Mao 
se-Tung are less important than those . of Marx and Lenin. If such a 
easurement is adopted, ·one·wm have to draw a conclusion that the 
ontributions of Stalin are of less importance than that of Mao Tse-Tung 
r his contributions are not taken in t~e from of Stalinism or even as 
ta\in Thought. Similarly, the contributions· ·of Eng-ei would be evaluated 
s of lesser important, for his . contributions are nqt recognized as 
nge\ism. This is not the correct way_ of putting the matler. 

In fact an the founders of communism, Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin, 
nd Mao, have contributed in their -particular way to the history of the 
CM. To exalt of demote one against another is not a correct Marxist­
eninist way. Comrade Gonzalo says: "Not all leaders can be viewed in 
xactly the same way. Marx is Marx, Lenin is Lenin, and Chairman Mao 

Chairman Mao. Each individual is unique, on one is identical to each 
ther" (EL Diario Interview 1988). we agree with him to the extent that he 
laborates the greatness of Marx, Lenin, and Mao. But what about Engels 
nd Stalin ? Here he takes quite a wrong stand. At the beginning, he 
cognizes that the ideology of the· proletariat. .. is the product of ... the 

xtraordinary historical figures like Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin, and 
hairman Mao Tse-Tung/ But later he concludes ..... "But among th m 
e give special emphasis to three: Marx, Lenin, and Chairman M o T 
ung(ibid: 40)." we differ with com. Gonzalo. 

In the draft proposal of the committe , it ha b 
egate Maoism means to negate Marxism-Lanini m it 
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is a slander against tho o who d ny accoptlng tho concopt of M;Jr);,,, 

Com. Gonzalo ays, "In ord 1 h h( n Mnrxlat or OtJmrnunl ton mr v , .. 
Marxist-L nini t-Mm l ~ l , nnd pl ltu:lpnlly Mnolrt. Without b (;(1rnln 1 A: ' . 
we cannot t a~ l 1111lm conurn111h'I." Wo nro firmly vonvlr1f;11 I th:1' ·· 
tat m nt I. c.t 1 tnlnly wronn nnd It le' ugnlrwl tho futKhrn nt':tl r1r ir ,,,,, , 
t M 1. l ~m -Lc nlnlsm-Moo Tso-Tung Thought. 

To oppose Maoism does not necessarily mean or deny of dov;;dr; ~,, 
tll ontributions that Mao has made for the ICM. In the same mannr.:r. ·. 
oppose Maoism also does not mean to devaluate the contribution ~ ,r 
Engels and Stalin. Our emphasis is that, firstly, the contri~utions of c0 r­

Mao Tse Tung are based upon Marxism-Leninism and secondar ~t -
spite of it the theoretical contribution of Mao Tse-Tung cannot and sh0. -: 
not be discounted. 

After the death of Stalin, Mao was the leader of the wcr : 
communist movement. He contributed ·much in ·the development ./ 
Marxism-Leninism. In sum, the major contribution~ of Ma9 Tse-Tung ccu!J:l 
be summarized under three headings: ._ ·· .· · ..... , -

.... , " 

A. New Democratic Revolutio'n. · "· ·~ · . -.:.: · · ·-:'. ·, ·: 

B. Struggle against Moder~ Reylsioni.~fr1 ·.:· ;: ~·" ·~ :~ .... _' :·_ . · 
. . .. . . , · ·, : ·. . 

C. Continuing Revolution in .Socialisttreiod and GPCR 

A. New· ~emocr@tic "RevoJution . _. 

After the transformation of capitalism into imperialism an -era of , 
old-fashioned bourgeois revolution ended.The October Revolution gave 
birth to the global revolutions in the .colonial and semi (nee) colonial 
countries. These revolutions became inseparable ·parts of the world 
socialist revolution and anti-imperialist r~voluticin. As :Stalin has rightfy 
stated: " ... the October Revolution has ushered a :new era of proletarian 
revolutions to the ... of imperialism. With the .beginning of the new era, 
the tranquil exploitation and oppression of the colonial countries have 
passed away, It is an era of liberation movement in the colonies and 
dependent countries ... an era of awakening of the proletariat in those 
countries ... an era of its hegemony in the revolution" (Proble·rns of 
Leninism, International character of October Revolution: 268-72). 

According to Stalin, the world-wide significance of the October 
Revolution chiefly consists in the fact that: · 

I. It has widened the scope of the national question and convert d 
it to the general question of emanCipatlng the oppressed people, colonies, 
and semi-colonies from Imperialism; 

[ 176] 

Escaneado con CamScanner 

https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download


ii. It has opened up wide posslbllltlos of thoir omancipation and 
ioht path towards it, and thoroby It hos grontly foollitotocJ tho causo of 
r ~n~ncipation of tho oppro od pooplo of th WO' t md tho O' nt, and ha 
rr;lwn th m int th moln stronm of tho vlctorlou ·tru 11 again~t 
, H'l rinli ·m; and 

' 
iii. It ha nl o erected a bridge betwoen tho socialist wo t and thrJ 

c ~I. v "r a·1st and contributed to create a new form of revolution, through 

1 
c Russian revolution, of the oppressed people of the east (Octob~r 
"volution and the National Question). 

The question, then, was how to advance the revolution in colonial 
and semi-colonial counties. In order to achieve the objective soon, first 
of all its theoretical formulation was essential, because there was a 
difference of opinion on the national question within the ICM. The second 
international Congress took a totally differ~nt stand on this subject. The 
national question was confined to a narrow circle.by them. They failed to 
understand the changed character of the national que~tion during Jhe 
period of Leninism. · 

. , 

Under the leadership of Leniri;..the Third lnt~rnational · Congress 
aimed to find .out a correct answer .to the ·national· .question. Lenin 
presented a report in wJ~ich the basic.quesfion raised was: Is it a correct 
assertion that the capitalist stage of economic devel.opmen~ is inevitable 
for backward nations now on the road to ern~ncipatio'n:.and among whom 
certain advances towards progress are a.lready se~i1 since the period of 
Great War? The Congress replied in the negative. The Congress argued 
that if the victoriou~ revolutionary proletariat conducted systematic 
propaganda among them, and the ·sov_ie.t ·movement come~ with their 
aid, by all the means at their. disposal, it Wdl!ld be mistaken tp assume 
that the backward people must riecess·arily ·go through the capitalist 
stages -of development. In order to chang~' t~e soci~conomic conditions 
of the proletariat, not only should we create indepen_dent contingents of 
fighters and party organization in the colonies and backward countries, 
but we should simultaneously launch propaganda for the organization of 
peasants and they shouJCf'strive to adapt them to pre~capitalist conditions. 
But the communist intef.rjfi·tional should advance the proposition, with 
the appropriate theoretical grounding, that with the aid of the proletariat 
of the advanced countries,. backward countries can go over to the Soviet 
system through certain stages of development to ~ommunism without 
having passed through the capitalist stages (LCW, Vol.31 :244). Lenin1s 
report bears a great theoretical significance, and eventually became the 
fundamental basis of Mao's New Democratic Revolution (NOR). 

After the death of L~nin, Stalin and COMINTERN stressed that 
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th r volutlon nri Ing In colonial and soml-colonlal countrlo rnu ~ t / 

dlr cl i n nln t f udnll· in nmJ lmporl ll 0 m slmultonoously. Accordir, '~ 
Mao, tnlln lw o nlll nil I n 1nln xpotmd d this thoory (soloctod 1 ) 1 , 

vol, II : 4' ) . Mn , I n• Ill l him ( If on II H nlJ vo vlow of Lon in and ~ ' , 
and th t11 rly ( I tlH ( ~ O lllpl ( x 0011lrndlc tlort uf th Jhln1> n fJ'1', 1 
f 1 mul, ll'd llH I 1 m.lic \I rnrf llu 01 < II ·111 Im I oft H f L It I A;JfJ 1th'1 ,, 
l 11 1 tt i I t nln'! vlt w Into cornpl lo th ory. rt1I I , H vo ry Irr V1 ~ , 

ntr b1 11 011 In th ' t1 'n 111y of Morxlsm-Lonlnlsrn. 

urln tile course of resolving the complex contradiction (A ~ ,, 
I niL I nnd semi feudal China, Mao developed and implementod t~ ~, , 

m thod and the protracted people's war encircling the city by the cuur r 1 
id . He mobilized the whole peasantry to carry out the agrari~ 

r volution. He built a broad united front of the patriotic and democrat:,, 
forces under the leadership of the Chinese Communist Party ot fulfi ll tb~ 
task of NOR. The policy adopted by Mao in the Chinese revolution is nr:, 
valid only for China, but is replicable among other oppressed natiofi-: 
and people of Asia, Africa and Latin America. It is an extraordinar1 
contribution of Mao and has world-wide significance. 

B. Mao's Smuggle against Modern Revisionism (MR) 

Mao's struggle against modern revisionism occupies an equaJly 
important historical and ideological place in the history of ICM. Mao has 
not only defended Marxism-Leninism, but also pushed it to a new and 
higher stage of development. · · 

In the context of struggle against modern revisionism under the 
leadership of Mao, CPC has frequently pointed out that. 

"Like the old-line revisionist, the modern revisionist answers to 
the question given by Lenin. Objectively, they are the political detachment 
of_ the bourgeois ... they are transmitters of its influence and its agents in 
the labor movement. Modern revisionism is the product of the policies of 
imperialism and international monopoly capitalism. The eighth comment, 
quoting Lenin, further elaborates the character of revisfonism. It describes, 
in the word of Lenin, the economic basis of the emergence of modern 
revisionism is an insignificant section of the top of the labor movement. 
The old-line revisionism is the product of imperialist policy. It arose as a 
result of the imperialist policy of buying over and fostering a labor 
aristocracy. Modern revisionism has arisen in the same way." 

We have quoted Khrushchev as well Bernstein, and Kand Lenin's 
criticisms to some extent in order to show that Khruschev's revisionism 
is modern Bernstelnlsm and Kautskyism. 
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· ·s criticism of Kaut ky I nn 'lpt tryn\ t th f rr ,. >nt '' :1drJp · 

Lenin . t p rly t ''' vi t U1 ll " · ( f ,, ,\ J) f\ccord lnq ''' th ' 
1 Co111n1u111 a , 

ll t 1 f 1 1 u. \<hiu f"! h ch v'' r vl«·lunl ' rn , r' prr '' nt ' , ,1r1 rJ 
.·i~ 11\h C01Yl111 11\ \ 1 \\ 1. 
' - \\"I in\ r \ , t •1pll \\t \ tore , 1 h r tor , \t w\ n vor 1 '""'~ 

1 
un i m \ \1"1 ovicl pcop\e. On th~ contr' ry, It \ r io ' 11 

r :ii- in \h fruits ot soc\a\ism by open\ng the f\ood g~to for th 
-~ 

1 
ti n f pita\isn1. At \ast, the resu\t o1 the past, , part1cu.lar~y tho 

· • " t the world soc\aHst system, has proved that the m1ss1on of 
; ... 111 or struggle against revis\on\sm was correct. However, we should 

. ver\ook the mistake Mao has made during the course of struggle 
~;ainst opportunism. He was keen enough to take a correct stand against 
:,-e r ight opportunism, but was unab.\e to unde~stand properly th.e 
rnportance of the strugg\e against centrist opportunism upon what Lenin 

1 
as sufficiently thrown \ight in his theoretical as well as practical works. 

The mistake made by Chairman Mao or the question of centrism has 
definitely caused no \ess damage .(o the socialist system in China. 

c. Continuing the Revolution under the Dictatorship of 
proletariat and the Great Proletarian Cultural 

Revolution (GPCR) 

The question of continuing class struggle of revolution in the socialist 
period under the dictatorship of proletariat is a fundamental principle of 
Marxism-Leninism. Mao in the form of the Great Proletariat Cultural 
Revolution (GPCR), has further developed it to a new height. At the same 
time, we should not forget that the GPCR is a continuation of the principle 
propounded by Marx, developed by Lenin, and practiced by Stalin. 

Marx and Engels considered socialism the first stage toward 
classless society, as a transitional period from capitalism to communism. 
Socialism is born out of the womb of capitalism. There are carious birth­
marks of the former social system residing in it. They believed that this 
· ansitional p~riod can be completed by continuing the revolution under 
:ne dictatorship of proletariat. Referring to the class struggle in France. 

arx s~id, "This socialism is the declaration of the permanence of th 
ev olution, .th~ pr?letariat as the necessary transit point to the abolition 

'Jf class d1st1nct1on generally to the abolition of all the relations o·t 
production on which they rest, to the abolition of all the social relations 
~hat correspond to these relations of productions, to the revolution ot 11 
ideas that result from these social relations." 

In the course of the struggle against old revisionists , L nin 
defended and developed the Marxist theory of continuing th r lut1"" 
throughout the socialist period. After his profound tudy I th n hu lf 
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imperialism, Lenin emphasized the need of continuing the revolutio 
the phease of monopoly copllallsm than during tho period of (jl 

capitalism. According to L 111!1 undor ('oolullt1m (1) tho OV(Jrthrr/'i· 

exploiters always try In n tllrn n; llld of wuyo lo rululrr tholr lo t (J~•rwJ r' , 
(2) the ir umstam; 'S pr 'VHillng In tho ''mull sculo production cCJrit inU"J'r 

1 
giv ris t n w capitullst clements, (3) tho oxlslenco of bourgooi ifJ :, , ~ 
th "ir umstnnces continuously produce the new bourgeois and (J'~1· 1 
b ur is resulting in the political degeneration of the laboring c.I~·:. 

nd also in the government and communist party, and (4) imperiali>r· 
ontinuously tries to degenerate socialism in any socialist country throu~­

intervention or peaceful means. 

The national and international conditions created a necessity ,' 
the continuance of class struggle within a socialist country througho.,.· 
the period. Socialism cannot exist and march towards communism in :.: 
absence. · 

Basing himself upon the basic principle of Marxism-Leninism anc 
generalizing the historical experience of the dictatorship of proletariat, 
Mao developed the Marxist-Leninist theory with GPCR. as a glorious 
chapter of it. 

The GPCR is the most important theoretical part of Mao-Tse-Tung 
Thought, and although it was developed in : the particular historical 
situation of China during the course· of building socialism,·it has universal 
character. Its importance lays not ·only for backward, _coJonial and semi 
(neo) colonial countries, but also to the whole world. Likewise, its 
importance lies in the question of strengthening GPCR, struggle against 
the danger of restoration of capitalism in a socialist country and struggle 
against modern revisionism and to foster revolution ahead. It has· given 
a new light to the organizational con.cept of the. party. It emphasizes on 
building proletarian outlook on all questions pertaining .to life, society 
family, Party organization, politics, culture and on necessity of 
uncompromising struggle against all kind of opportunists and breaks off 
relations with them. 

The GPCR in a way, was a lesson learned from the negative 
experience of the Soviet Union where, as. Mao-Tse-Tung pointed out, 
Stalin could not understand properly the necessity of continuing struggle 
even after all means of production were socialized and classes in their 
old form had disappeared.The declaration pointed out: "Stain was unabl 
to 'take in consideration the nature of the class struggle und r 
socialism .... while waging a fierce struggle against the old exploiting 
classes; Stalin denied, In theory, the emergence of a new bourgeois 
from within the socialist society Itself." Stalin forwarded the theory, that 
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r 

1
, antagonistic dass contradiction hod b n of\im\n\at,?d in the Shc:>vi~t 
nion as a r u\\ of th bn I , 'a H!ihtn nt ~ o tc·t own rs tp in 

, 1dus\r , nd {_: ri u\\ur . Mn " ht I :i th ll c~ 1 ·h n rnl '' k n th . pa.rt 
f ~\ lin wa~ in vi\a \ ' nu h hnd ·1 "h Ir urnount f rn taphy 1c,.. in 
i " n :i '" "\ uc "' "'t ny \ op\o \o to\\ow hi mot phy ic ." 

-h N p (Masha\) tundamenta\\y differs from a critici m rnade 
.\ , inst 't \in by Chairrnan Mao. We ho'd the view that the main cau"' 
· ~ "in --ta\in's rnistake, Le. Sta\\n's inab\Hty to grasp the nature of etas 
.;tr 1a \ within socialism, was not due to his fair amount of metaphysics 
i iin1 or his fai\ure to app\y dia\ectics in a\\ spheres of life and his failure 
t analyze socialist society as pointed out by Mao, but it was due to a 
particu\ar historical situation of the Soviet Union. Lenin waged a fierce 
struggle against the exp\oiting c\asses, but he failed to visualize the 
emergence of a new bourgeois within the socia1ist sockets itself that 
was quite a new phenomena not only in the history of Soviet society, but 
also in the entire history of mankind ~ The declaration has not put forward 
any convincing argument in this conn~ction~ The Resolution on the 
\nternationa\ Communist Moven~nt adopted . by the Fifth National 
congress of the Nepa\ Communist party (Mashal) clearly states: "Several 
rn istakes have been made by Stalin- in ·different fields and some of them 
are of a serious nature. Stalin's erroneous conceptions on the inevitability 
of class struggle in the socialist period and the restoration of capitalism 
have already been talked ~bout. .Several serious mistakes have been 
node by Stalin during the Second World W8=r about the revolutionary 
struggles in China and_ Westerr_i Europe. T_he possibility of his committing 
such mistakes in other. fields canno_t be ruled out. It ·is, however, not 
unnatural to make such mistakes _-by oth~rs as well. For example, Marx. 
Engels, Lenin, and even Mao-Tse-Tung himself made such mistakes 
during the course of their translatin~ theories into practices." 

Marx was unable to understafld the necessary of armed struggle 
in Nort_h America and England, or a dictatorship of the proletariat after 
proletarian revolution. Mao failed to understand properly the importance 
of struggle against centrists. Did this mistake of Marx and Mao result 
from their fair amount of metaphysics? Certainly not. Mao was fortunat 
enough, for hr had the historical. Experience of building socialism and 
restoration of capitalism in the USSR which helped him avoid the mistak 
of Stalin. It would be a mistake to label then views as metaphysics on th 
basis of their mistakes. The same is true with Stalin. 

In b~ief, the contributions of Mao-Tse-Tung ar of gr t hi t k 
importance.- However, his contributions f II wlthln L nln' . i 
not create an independent era of Maoism. Such ttltud ton tninlln • 
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the importance of his contributions. There is even a tendency to accu"'~ 
the political parties as opportunists and revisionists which support Mar;. 
Tse-Tung Thought. If It Is tho caso, ono cnn onsily accuse Mao him ~II 
as being opportunist, for It wus undor hlu loudorshlp that the CPC fir t r,i 
all propound d tho Mao-Tso-Tung Thought. Tho fuct is that whr tht;r 1 

party is r volutionmy or opportunist depends not upon what phra r~fi,-1 1 
it adopts in connection with the contributions of Mao, but upon how for 
has been able to grasp· the revolutionary spirit of his contribution'i. I 
practice, we have been observing quite an opportunist line of some r.I 
the political parties and organizations in Nepal which support Maoism. 
Despite their high sound of Maoism, they have violated the Marxist. 
Lininist norms and killed the revolutionary spirit of Mao-Tse-Tung 
Thought and the GPCR. It is our assertion that their adherence to 
Maoism is like a evil that covers their opportunistic character. This 
tendency of overlooking the basic question of the revolutionary spirit 
will make us to accept Marxism and Leninism irrespective of the political 
character of a party. To some extent, we see similar tendency in the 
committee as well. But we are hopeful that the committee will timely 
correct its mistake; if not it will deviate itself from the correct Marxist­
Leninist path and liquidate it as well. 

Generally, it is supposed that the term Maoism has no ideologicaJ 
difference worth mentioning with that of Mao-Tse-Tung Thought. But it is 
not the case. We have already made it clear that how Maoist devaluates 
Leninist and distorts Mao ·and· Mao-Tse-Tung Thought. Moreover, it will 
have, regardless of the intention of parties and orga'nizations advocating 
Maoist, a negative impact and the whole revolutionary movement an our 
own thinking that would cause the communist movement to deviate from 
the basic p'rinciple of Leninist. 

Lenin has thrown sufficient light on the questions of armed struggle 
and laws governing it. According to Lenin, armed struggle is both art 
and sciences having its own laws and violation of such laws will lead the 
movement either of right or left deviation. Therefore, our attitude towards 
armed struggle should not be guided by our own subjective thinking or 
arbitrary way of thinking, but It should be based upon the concrete analysis 
to the subjective as well as objective condition. For various parties and 
organizations who support Maoist, such a line of Leninist is outdated an 
even right deviation in the present world context. So far as the military 
line developed by Mao-Tse-Tung is concerned, it basically confirms with 
the military line of Lenin. Such a correct thinking of Mao-Tse-Tung based 
u~on. Leninist Is often di stored to accommodate their arbitrary way of 
thmkmg. The example of the Peruvian revolution is often cited to 
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S\l
·ate 11ow tile achievement of armed strugg\e can be gained on 

d n1on d' f p · 
tli basis oi Maoism. However, deta\\od and a m\nute st~ 1es o eruv1an 
r " \ution appl1r n\ly ubstnn\h.\o tho f ct th-- l tho achiovements. of t.he 

ar tr n ly ba" d 1pon \ho concroto ,. n' \ys\ of both sub1ect1ve 
. 'i \iv nd\lion, nnd ndop\\ng \ho rn\Htary \ino of Mao based 

1 ~ ,l n l nlnism. \t again c\ear\y teaches us that no political party could 
~ · 'l· ~ "' d \o promote arn1ed revo\ut\on violating the laws laid do 11n by 

nin. Many changes have occurred in the world, and many developrnent"' 
, v been made in the ·science of revolutionary struggle. Accordingly, 

ao has significantly deve\oped Leninism, but he has not developed 
any new theory of armed struggle to replace the basic laws laid down by 
Lenin Practica\\y, the CPC has applied these laws of armed struggle 
based upon Leninisrn. ln spite of its correct approact in the practical 
tie\d, the CPC has taken quite a wrong stand in its ideological field by 
sticking on Maoism and pushing the Leninism to wards the back side. 
Furthermore, some other political parties and organizations which are -
not evolved practically in the armed struggle, or·even the mass struggle, 
have adopted either purely subjective o~ a'rbitrary way of thinking on the 
question of armed struggle. This thinking dos.e not confirm with Leninism 
and Mao-Tse-Tung Thought. - · · · 

To Lenin, the que.stion of election was a .. matter of tactic to be 
used or boycotted according to the partic'ular situation of the movement 
of the country. But the pa_rties .and _: organizations that s·upport Maoism 
have a tendency to take it ~s a strategically boycott without providing 
any acceptable argument. Why the Lenin's ' line has been replaced by 
the policy of strategically boycott? Neither . have we got any evidence 
of such a boycott policy in ' Mao-Tse-Tung Thought nor in any theory 
expounded by him. This again shows how Mao.ists are playing with the 
principles of Mao-Tse-Tung to accommodate ·their arbitrary thought in 
the name of Maoism. 

The above examples are only a few manifestations of how Maoism 
is making them deviate from Leninism or Mao-Tse-Tung Thought. Needless 
to mention, such a tendency agrees more with anarchism than with 
Leninism and Mao-Tse-Tung Thought. Once Le·ninism is devaluated and 
pushed back to a secondary position, they will have free hand to lead t 
the whole of communist movement by passing not only basic principl f 
Marxism-Leninism but those of Mao-Tse-Tung Thought as w II. A t t 
earlier, even though Mao-Tse-Tung has enriched much th t ur 
Marxism-Leninism, there are many spheres untouch d y him. h 1 

Maoism, based upon the deva\uation of Leninism, will op n v t nm••~ 
· their arbitrary way of thinking and activities for them elv . 
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Those parties nnd orgnnlzotlonc which support Maoism h m 
vigorously attncl<od toll fl 011 tho VO of tho cocond lntornation~I 
conference of Mnrxl t ond onlnlut pnrtio' nm.J oryat1lzatlons, Can nt,t 

these b t a ~ n n, n w nit mptri to pU' h b Gk Lonlnl rn to C<Jr1tfar I 
position in th nnm f Muol•·m '? Wo do think that uoh a tondont,y .. , 
not a h L lthy Mnr I t-Lonlnlst way of thinking and doing. In Ult ~ 
ba kgr und w con cnslly raise a question of who will be tho next vir,t i 

f u h a process? Mao-Tse-Tung himself? 

At the end, it is worthwhile to mention a few more words on Mao­
Tse-Tung Though and the question of a new era. Imperialism is the highe 
morbid and final stage of capitalism. The history of capitalism suggest 
that there is no universal ladder of capitalism to imperialism though many 
new stages or sub-stages may emerge within it. Because Leninism is 
the Marxism darning the whole period .of imperialism and socialist 
revolution, the idea of having the third stage within Marxism-Leninism er 
any is parallel to Leninism is simpley a misnomer. Therrfore, Mao-Tse­
Tung does not represent a new ara or stage outside Lenin's era but he 
represents a stag within it. Because Leninism represents Marxism durnig 
the whole period of imperialism and socialjst __ revolution _the socialist 
period _,the socialist period itself is automati_cally included in it. It means 
that the principle of continuing revolution and the class struggle during 
the socialist period under GPCR are parts of the Lenin era. Therefore, it 
is a great mistake to push back Leninism to a secondary position. 

Marxism is· not a dogma but. a creative science. It is continuously 
developing through various stages under di(fererit conditions. During the 
course of development, Marxist-Leninists will simultaneously develop 
many new theories to a higher stage_ on the one hand, defend Marxism­
Leninism on the other. But their contributions in the process of protracted 
revolutionary movement cannot be referred as a new ism. 

Mao says, "It is an era in which the world capitalist front has 
collapsed in one part of the globe· {one sixth of the world) and has fully 
revealed its decadence everywhere else in which the remaining capitalist 
parts con not survive without relying more than ever on the colonies and 
semi colonies in which a socialist state has been established and has 
proclaimed readin.ess to give active support to the liberation movement 
of all colonies and semi-colonies and in which the proletariat of the 
?apitalist countries are steamily freeing itself from the social imperialism 
influence of the social democratic party and has proclaimed In its supper 
for the liberation movement In the colonies and semi colonies that is 
directed against imperialism, I.e. against the International bourgeois of 
international capitalism" {Selected Works on New Democracy, vol-II: 342). 
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\n sum, what Mao has spokon for tho now ora is noting but an era 
of iniperialism and soclnllsl rovolutlon. It I , n or of l nin. W do not 
1av ny videnc thnt Moo ovor umondod hi vi w on th n ,, ra, 
' l 't th r i nough evidence to suppote the application of n 11 r of 

~ -T -Tung during the perod of GPCR in China. China R er n r l . 

, ril 1968, pp1 Q:.11) proclaimed that the world enters into a n 11 ra. 
s r ferred earlier, the RCP1 USA has also correctly pointed out in i 
solution of 1988 that the concept of third stags of Maoism was that o 
Im-Piao. Such thinking is conducive to weaken, knowingly or 

unknowingly, the very basis of Marxlsm-Leninist,-Mao-Tse-Tung Thought 
in particular and the world co~munist movement in general. Therefore, 
the NCP (Mashal) strongly ·prop9se that the proposal of the committee 
on Maoism is a misnomer ·and ther~ sho~ld be outright rejection of such 
a proposal. · .. . , :.· .... -.. ~ · <: .::· ·:. · · 

·.~·.··~ ~ <. · ·:··:"·' .'~' ... ..... .:,./' !_-.'!.• .. · . . ·, 
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8 
m t rotskyi t fl 

within RIM 
[This Is a excerpt from the 'Royal place Massacre and tr 

Maoist's Pro-King Political line, by Mohan Blkram Singh, pubfi h ~ 
on the Book the 'People's War in Nepal : Left Perspectives' edi~ 
by Arjun karki and David Seddon, Adroit publishese, Delhi, 2003] 

In an article published recently, one of the central committe~ 
leaders of the Maoists writes, 'It was not possible to take on the ne,. 
discussion about Stalin and the Comintem, going forwards in th~ 
International Communist· Movement to a qualitatively new level, withoL 
freeing ourselves from the legacy of the Mohan Bikram school. In th:s 
respect, the National Conference's (Second National Conference) 
Declaration of Liberation from the legacy of Mohan Bikram Schee . 
heightening the propositions established by Mao concerning the 
evaluation of Stalin and the Comintern, -takes _ on an epoch-making 
importance' (Sh ital Kumar, Janadesh Weekly, June 19,2001 ). The 'new 
discussion' of the international communist movement -regarding Stalin 
and the Comintem is nothing new. It is in fact quite a stale one. CPN 
(Masha!) had rejected -tho·se stale logics about two decades ago. What 
they call 'the Mohan Bikram school or legacy' is nothing more than 
decisions accepted by the central committee two decades ago, when 
the Maoists also belonged to our party (and later those were also adopted 
by the Fifth Congress of the party). The then central committee had 
prepared 'a proposal on the international communist movement' (draft). 
It was presented at the founding conference of the RIM in 1984 by M.B. 
Singh. In this conference Mohan Bikram also tabled a Note of Dissent. 
which was later approved by the central committee. Thus, the approved 
views in the 'proposal on the international communist movement' were 
not the personal views of Mohan Bikram; but those of the whole of the 
party, before the split at the Party Congress. Therefore, their 'liberation' 
from the legacy of 'the Mohan Bikram School', is also the liberation fro111 
their own legacy too. They have called the document ''The Counter 
Revolution in China' the biggest ideological victory of the Fourth Congress 
again_st revisionism. The document was an 'Ideological victory' over 
Chinese revisionism. 
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r 

Atter a f JW months, a document on the \nternat\onal communist 

nent W s a\so \Ja sod- \n th "tuno y r in which there was an 
r11ove1 I \ . t 
id 0 , 0 ica\ victory ov r Trot ·l\y\<•1n It_' . th Int rn ton, . commun1s 

" ffl nt n adv 'l\ d by r Cl -U /\ . t hu · , th M' oi t fr dom from 
'. ~\ t\~ h~ n 11 ram choo\' \ogucy wn \n o onco tho ir_fr d rn from 
l 1 qac f Trotskyisrn too. In this context ono moro point a l '" houtd 
l' l rn~~ \ ar. They had already at this time gone a \ong way f rorn th'J 
·i , , they he'd when they belonged to CPN (Masha\) and thi had 
', n following the Trotsky Line in practice. The decision of their 2nd 
.onference re\ating to the Dec\aration of Liberation from the legacy of 
the Mohan Bikram Schoo\ is in fact \\beration .from a former 'declaration' 
to go ahead in the path of Trotskyism. In their 'Declaration of Liberation' 
they have claimed to have streng thened the evaluation of Stalin and 
the Comintem. But, in the resolution approved by the Fifth Congress, 
many of Mao's views on Stalin have been criticised. At that time their 
(the Maoists') view on Stalin was clear. It is a known fact that using the 
healthy and friendly criticism by Mao, the .RCP-USA campaigned in 
antagonistic way against Stalin's actions during the Second World War 
specifically and against the Comintem in general. Apart from adopting 
the views of Trotskyism, in order .to strengthen their propositions, they 
have reversed their own view.s which they held before. 

Regarding the critidsm of ·staHn, the _resolution states: ' ... Our -
starting point should be the.eyaluatiori of comrade. Stalin by Mao. Dividing 
Stalin's works and views into ·two parts · Mao has declared 70°/o to be 
right and remaining 30.0/o to· be wrong' (Mahan Chhalang, p. 7). They 
further write, 'Mao's evaluation of Stalin is directed against those 
reformists who negate· him totally and a\so ·against those narrow dogmatist 
revisionists who also jus.tify his mistakes' (ibid, p. 9). One of their centra 
members referred to the first as the 'reformism of Khrushchev and the 
latter as Hoxha-isrn' (Shita\ Kumar, J·anadesh, June 19, 2001 ). Here a 
question should be raised- are they prepared to eva\uate Mao himself 
according to the formu\a of '70 and 30 percent' app\ied to Stalin? They 
do not dare to do so. For them to point out even .Q01 per cent of mistakes 
made by Mao is an anti-revo\utionary act. This means that on the question 
of the evaluation of Mao they adopt a 'narrow dogmatism' (Hoxha-ism in 
another way) and justify even Mao's mistakes. So far as we are concern , 
we maintain that some of Mao's criticisms of Stalin were wrong. But 
also maintain that Stalin also made some mistakes. Likewise w a~:e'x 
that Mao was not totally correct. At the time when Maoists w r 
(i.e. in the Fifth Congress), they also shared the s m vi w 
about Mao and Sta\in. But now, declaring th m Iv fr , fr 
school legacy', they have blindly follow d th ltot kylt , .... ,,.RA ., ~ ... 
have given up their own views. 
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To make the point clear, we would like to quote a passage from 
the 'Proposal on International Communist Movement' which was adopt ·d 
by the Fifth Congres nd which In 1 UUO W'IS published undor tho tit!~ 
'Revolutionary I rs1 ctiv s of lntornatlonol Communist Movomont r,1 
the Count r R volutlon In China'. Tho Propooul of tho ICM rn nti n: 
'new and dis ulsed dunger of Trotskyism'. That is c.Jiroctly rolatod tr rr; 
R P-USA. In 1981, in Revolution, an organ of the central comrnitff.. t) r,1 
th RCP/USA, Bob Avakian, Chairman of the RCP-USA, wrote rnar1'l 
articles in which he criticised Stalin's views about the establishment r;f 
socialism and the second world war. In these articles he tried to prove 
that Stalin had fundamentally departed from Marxism-Leninism, that he 
was the enemy of the proletariat world revolution, that he lacked dialectic 
vision, and that he was a chauvinist, reformist and rightist (refer to 
Mashal's struggle against trotskyism within . RIM; appendix D, CPN 
(Mashal) publication, 1.996, pp. 29-32)." In the above-mentioned 
documents, without mentioning the name of the RGP-.USA, all the 
criticisms made against Stalin and the Comintem have been denied by 
our party. But in the paper ·presented by M. B. Singh at the founding 
conference of R_IM in.1984, ·menti_oning the name of the RCP-USA, all of 
its positions regarding Stalin ·and the Comintem were criticised in detail. 
The paper says, 'Their inability to take into. CC?_nsideration the historical 
experience of later periods' and.ta· consider s'qme partlcu.lar questions, 
separating them from the whole, tias led ·the RCP·toevaluate the history 
of the ICM during WW 1i· in a ·wrong way~ tn·e RCP-has concluded that 
'the line of the Soviet Union and the Comintem in regard to WW II... was 
basically wrong' and a deviation in the li.ne of the ·communist International 
occurred.* · · " , 

Outline of views qn the Historical Experien~e of .the· International 
Communist Movement an·d the Lessons for Today, by Bob Avakian, 
Revolution, June 1985 p. 4. · -

According to them, the principal aspect of WW II, even after the 
attack upon the USSR, was interimperialist and the united front against 
fascism was a 'departure in significant aspect from Leninism' (Conquer 
the World? The international proletariat must and will, revolution, special 
issue no. 50, p. 3). They (RCP) even went to such an extent as to see a 
kind of antagonistic contradiction between the defence of the USSR and 
the interests of the world proletarian revolution· .. Their attack on Stalin 
has taken such an antagonistic turn that they have no hesitation even to 
say 'Stalin did what he could so (and In some cases it was not insignificant) 
to kill the revolutionary struggle of the masses in order not to bring down 
the wrath of U.S: imperialism' (ibid, p. 28). In this context, the Proposal of 
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pN (Mashal) says, ·we arc no\ ogn\n \ ovn\ua\\ng the history of ·the 
c d · WW 11 0 1,d r1fl rwnrd nd cJr·1w\ng I n<·on from that. We 
1 f\~ unng , c• ,. 

1 
h Id th vi w \hnt \·1lln 1nnd 11u1ny 1n\t, \"1ko . uch rnir.t' k .wore 

" d th in th , analy•·i·· of oblocl\vo ~ \tuat\on ~ nd \n \rnplr rnnntat1 n o-f 
I ' c d' ' . I t . ,. t 
1
,,"'li .i ~. u\ bi- sically his approach was corroct, was 1a oct1ca rna na. r 
• l h wGs a great Marxist-Leninist and promote r of prolota rian 
;, t rn~ ti nalisrn (ibid, appendix B, p. 17). 

T ile paper says, 'as it is c\ear, CPN (Masha\) has serious difference 
witll RCP-USA' (ibid, pp. 19-20). The period from 1984 to 1998 was one 
in w hich CPN (Masha\) was ouste_d forma\\y from the RIM. It was a period 
in which the RCP-USA was trying to change RIM into a pro-Trotsky 
organi-.sation, whereas the Marxist-Leninists tri~d to struggle against 
this pressure. During the conference of 1 ~84, and after it, the communist 
parties of Sri Lanka, Turkey, Greece, India and Nepal struggled against 
this direction. But soon they resigned or left the RIM, due to their 
differences with the CORlM, or _they .were liquidate_d in their respective 
countries. Only the CPN (Mashal) continued si"ngle-handed the struggle 
within RlM against the attempt of RCP-USA to turn it ·into a Trotskyite 
organisation. After the·RlM was formed~ 'Gonza'o thought~was accepted 
by the Communist Party of Peru. Likewise, ·the· RCP-USA . accepted 
president Bob Avakian as_ the 'author.ity :· of . the · party' :. CPN (Mashal) 
opposed both _· of those decisio~s .. saying that they were based upon 
'personal cult'. The RC~ ·had -campaigr_led against Stalin. But in the 
founding International Confe·~ence --of the -RIM in 1984, because of the 
pressure of. many other parties, they w·ere not able to include the 
condemnation of Stalin . in the manifesto of _the ·RIM as they pleaded it 
should l;:>e in their party organs. _Both. Mao and Stalin, defining the present 
era of imperialism and proletarian revolution, · have called it the 'Lenin 
Era', referring to Leninism as the Ma~xism of the present era. At the time 
of The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution, Leninism was depicted as 

'the guiding ideology' of our thinking and th~t motto was included in the 
manifesto adopted at the founding conference of RIM in 1984. But later, 
adopting 'Maoism' in place of 'Mao Thought', the analysis of Mao, Stalin 
and the Proletarian Revolution of China was revised. Behind such 
revisionism was clearly the intention of undermining Lenin and Leninism. 
Otherwise Trotskyisrn could not have been put forward. The attack. first 
against Stalin and then against Leninism as today's guiding id ol 
was the result of that Trotskyite conspiracy. They proposed th t th L nin 
era has ended, that the third stage (that of Maoism) h b .un n t . t 
Maoism is Marxism-Leninism at present. Thus 'lt i cl r y th Ir b h 1 
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that behind the objective of removing Stalin from the scene was th!:, 
intention to weaken Leninism and mo~{O it passive'.• After the resignaur, · 
of the communi t 1 artl ,, of lndl '1ncJ Turkoy, AIM became a pfaythin'J · 
the hand f R I -U f\, wlllcll m Jdo ooncortocJ offorts to change it irt·, 
a Ti·ot kyit rganl atlon. It wns CPN (Mushul) that otrugglod conflr11YJ1 "}! 
a ain t thl . A a result, the committee of RIM sont a lottor to th ~ • ~· 

mmitt of CPN (Mashal) in August 1996, saying, 'Tho di pu · t ~ '''',.· 
RIM and the CPN (Mashal) is by no means limited to a qu " irA' ; 
terminology. The debate has revealed that . the dispute over Marli':t· . 
Leninism-Maoism concentrates on a whole series of political 1r~ 
ideological questions'. It further says, 'If your party continues to mainta· .. 
its opposition to the ideological foundation of the Revolutionar1 
Internationalist Movement the correct and principled response on yOt~r 
part would be your voluntary resignation from our movement. We hofP. 
that you will give urgent attention to this matter and respond within three 
months'. A meeting of the central committee of CPN (MashaJ) was held 
and a 'Resolu~ion on the Letter of RIM_' was passed. Taking the decision 

. . 

Mohan Bikram Singh, on the difference of NCP (MashaJ) with RIM
1 

Mashal, 2053, .No. 42; p. 8. to ·continue the struggle, the 'Resolution' says, 
"The CORIM has written-to tell us that if.our party continues to maintain 
its opposition to the ideological n our part would be "voluntary" resignation 
from the movement (RIM). But contrary to the suggestion made by the 
CORIM, the CC of our party has decided that the correct and principled 
response on our part would be n_ot "voluntary resignation"~ but continual 
struggle against the non-Marxist-Leninist principles, policies and style 
of work of CORIM' (Mashal's Struggle against trotsky.ism within RIM, p. 
12). In the first half of f998, CORIM expelled CPN (Mashal) from the 
RIM. Soon after they published a long article in A World to Win titled 'On 
the Expulsion qt CPN (Mashal) from RIM'. In .this article they write, 'We 
call all the rank and file of CPN (Mashal) to separate themselves from 
Mohan aikram, who is an anti-revolutionary' (A world to win, 1998 p. 
24 ). The Maoists in Nepal insist on a 'new discussion' in the internation 
communist movement 'freeing themselves from the legacy of Mohan 
Bikram school'. But their 'new discussion' and a 'qualitative level' of it is 
guided by the Trotskyite views of RCF /USA. They themselves confess 
that 'In this context the documents and articles of the chairman of RCP I 
USA, Bob Avaklan, have played an effective role in giving new height to 
the discussion' (ibid, p. 41 }. 

D 
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ndi -

I 
¥ m nt IM 

[Adopted by the delegates ~nd observers at the 
nternational Conference of Marxist-Leninist Parties and 
rganisations which formed the Revolutionary Internationalist 
ovement-RIM} 

Today the world is on the threshold of momentous events. The 
... isis of the imperialist system is rapidly bringing about the -danger of 

e outbreak of a new, third, world _wa~ as well. as the real perspective for 
evolution in, countries throughout the world." The scientific accuracy of 
ese words from the Joint -Communique of.our First lnte"rnational 
onference in Autumn ·1 sao have. npt only been- fully ·bor·ne out by the 
cent developments in the world, but the world situation has been further 

ccentuated and aggravated since -th_at.time.- · _: · . 

Thus the Marxist-Leninist move,ment ·is confronted with the 
xceptionally serious responsibility to further _unify and prepare its ranks 
r the tremendous challenges· and momentous battles shaping up ahead. 
he historic mission of the proletariat 9alls ~ev_er more urgently for an all­
ut preparation for sudden changes and· leaps· in qevelopments, 
articularly at this curren~ conjuncture where national developments are 
ore profoundly affected by developments on a world scale, and where 

nprecedented prospects for revolution- are in the making. We must 
harpen our revolutionary vigilance and increase our political,, ideological, 
rganisational and military readiness in order to wield these opportunities 
the best possible manner for the interests of our class and to conquer 
e most advanced positions possible for the world proletarian revolution. 

Armed with the scientific teachings of Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin 
d Mao Tsetung we are fully conscious of the tasks expected of us in 
e present situation and are proud to accept and act in accord n 
ith this historic responsibility. · 

The Marxist-Leninist movement continues to confront 
rious crisis which came to a head following the reaction ry 
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in China following the death of Mao Tsotung and the treacherous b tr~'t , 
of Enver Hoxha. How v r d ~ pit tho o r vorsals thore are gon11,r. 
Marxlst-L nin i t ~ on nll ontirn 111!' who lmv ro fuc·ocJ to tymrJon 1~. 
strug I f r ommunl. Ill . 

Th int ... r rmtlorml ommuni '' I movornont lo dovoloplrrg thrr,•v1 ~ • 

r . f fur th r onsolldatcd unity and advanco along thr1 r, n, r,1 , 

rin I I f Marx ism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung Thought. SinclJ f 'J~r, ,: 
h v d veloped our strength and increased our ability to influon(,'? 1r ~ 
I d developments. Our Second International Conference of Mar1i·,'· 
Leninist Parties and Organisations which was successfully conv~ r;ri 

despite unfavourable and difficult conditions, represents a qualitative l~;u 
in the unity and maturing of our movement. The tasks that cry out to · ~ 
done can and shall be accomplished by forging an invincible barrica~t: 
against revisionist and all bourgeois ideology, by providing scien ir: 
leadership to and standing in the forefront of the surging revolution~ / 
waves, by consciously applying .the principles of M~rxism-Leninism- Aa: 
Tsetung Thought to guide our practice and sum up our experience in ~ 
crucible of revolutionary class struggle. 

The following Declaration has been forged through painstaking, 
comprehensive discussions and principled struggle by the delegates and 
observers at the Second International Conference of Marxist-Leninist 
Parties and Organisations which _formeq the Revolutionary Internationalist 
Movement. .. 

The World · Situation 
. . 

All the major contradictions of the world impe.rialist system are 
rapidly accentuating: the contradiction between various imperialist 
powers, the contradiction between imperialism and the oppressed 
peoples and nations, and the contradiction between the bourgeoisie and 
the proletariat in the imperialist countries. All of these contradictions have 
a common origin in the capitalist mode.of productio_n and its fundamental 
contradiction. The rivalry _between the two blocs of imperialist powers 
led by the US and the USSR respecti-vely is bound to lead to war unless 
revolution prevents it and this rivalry is greatly affecting world events. 

The post World War II world is rapidly coming apart at the seams. 
The international economic and political relations the "division of the 
world" - established through and in the aftermath of World War II n 
longer correspond to the needs of the various imperialist powers to 
"peacefully" extend and expand their profit empires. While the post World 
War II world has undergone important changes as a result of contHcts 
between the imperialists and, especially, as · a result of revolutionar~ 
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g1e today it is this entire network of economic, political and military 
~t~~~on~ that is being caned into question. The relative stability of the 

111ajor \rnp riatist powers nnd tho rolot\vo prosper\ty of a .h~ndful of 
c untri s b d on tho b\ood und 111\sory of tho uxplo\tod ma1onty. of the 
,,0 rtd's p µ\ and nations Is com\ng unrave\od. Tho rovolut1onary 
~tn lL1 ks 1th oppressed nat\ons and peoples \s again on tho ri~e and 
· l liv rin new b\ows to the imperia\\st world order. 

It is in this context that the statement by Mao Tsetung, "Either 
r volution will prevent war, or war wi\\ give rise to revolution" rings out all 
the niore dearly and takes on urgent importance. The very logic of the 
imperialist · system and the rev.olutionary struggles is pr'eparing a new 
situation. The contradiction between the rival bands of imperialists, 
between the imperialists and the· oppressed nations, between the 
proletariat and the bourgeoisie in the imperialist countries, are all likely 
in the coming period to express themselves by the force of arms on an 
unprecedented scale. As ~ta\in s~ic;:J in regard to th~ First Wot l_d War: 

The significance of the imperialist W?r wh,ich broke _qut ten years 
ago . lies, among other things, in the. faqt that -it gat~ered all the:Se 
contradictions ·into a single knot and threw them on,to.the scales, thereby. 
accelerating and facilitating ~he revolutiC?~ary_ b~ttle·s . of the proletariat. 

The heightening of contradictiqns -is :.n_ow ·drc;iwing, .and will do so 
even more dramatically in the _future,_ a~l. countri~s arid regions of the world 
and sections of the masses p_reviously lµ~~~d to sleep _Or obiiviOU$ to political 
life into the vortex of wortd · histo~y. And so. the. revolutiona~y communists 
must get prepared, and prepare the class.~ con·scious workers and 
revolutionary sections of the people an~ step.up their revolutionary struggle, 

. " '. . . . , 

Communists are resolute ·opp.onents ·of.imperialistwar and must 
mobilise and lead the masses in the fjght against preparations for a third 
world war which would be the greatest crime committed in the history of 
mankind. But the Marxist-Leninists. will nev·er· hide the truth from the 
masses: only revolution; revolutionary war that the Marxist-Leninists and 
revolutionary ~orces are _leading or preparing to lead, can prevent this 
crime. Marxist-Leninists must seize hold ·of the revolutionary possibilities 
that are developing rapidly and lead . the masses in stepping up the 
revolutionary struggle on all fronts - beginning revolutionary warfare where 
that is possible, stepping up preparations where the conditions for such 
revolutionary · warfare are not yet ripe. In this way the struggle for 
communism will advance and it is possible that the victory of the proletari t 
and the opp,ressed peoples in the course of decisive battles will sh tt r 
the imperialists' present preparations for world war, establish th rul 
the working class in a number of countries and creat an ov r II "1 
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situation more f avournble to the advance of the revolutionary struggle. If, 
on the other hand, th revolutionary strugglo Is not capable of preventing 
a third world war, th onmnmlstn ontl tho rovolutlonory prolotarlat and 
mass mu t I 10 1 Ill l d tu mol>llluu tho oulrngo thut r-uch a war and 
th in vitn I st 1ffc rl 11n nccu111pn11yl11u It will 011goncJor uncJ cJlroct It again~ 
th ur of wnr • lm1 01 lullsm, tul<o udvontogo-of tho woakonocJ p(J ltir1ri 
r th n my nnd In this way turn a reactionary lmporlallst war Into " ju~ 

' 1a1 nin l imperialism and reaction. 

Since imperialism has integrated the world into a single global 
ystem land is increasingly doing so) the world situation increasingly 

influences the developments in each country; thus revolutionary forces 
all over the world must base themselves on a correct evaluation of the 
overall world situation. This does not negate the crucial task they face of 
evaluating the specific conditions in each country, formulating specific 
strategy and tactics and d~veloping revolutionary practice. Unless this 
dialectical relationship between the overall situation at the global level 
and the concrete conditions in each country is g'rasped correctly by 
Marxist·Leninists they will not be able to utilise th~ extremely favourable 
situation at the global level in favour-of revolution in ~ach country. 

Tendencies in the international movement to view the revolution 
in one country apart from the overall struggle for communism must be 
struggled against: Lenin pointed out, "There is one, and only one,·kind of 
real internationalism, and that is - working wholeheartedly for the 
development of the revolutionary movement and the revolutionary 
struggle in one's own country, _and·supporting {by propaganda, sympathy 
and material aid) this struggle, ·this, and only this, -lin·e in every - ~ountry 
without exception." Lenin s~r~ssed. that proletarian revolutionaries must 
approach the question of th~ir _revolutionary work not from· the point of 
view of "my" country but "from ttie point of view of my share in the 
preparation, in the propaganda, an_d in the acceleration of the world 
proletarian revolution." · 

. . 

On the Two Component Parts of the World. Proletarian 
Revolution . 

I 

Lenin analysed long ago the division of the world between a handful 
of advanced capitalist countries and the great number of oppressed 
nations comprising the largest part of the world's territory and population 
which the imperialists parasitically pillage.and maintain in an enforced 
state of dependency and backwardness. Fror:n this reality flows the 
Leninist view, confirmed by history, that the ·world proletarian revolution 
is composed essentially of two streams - the proletarian-socialist 

r .194 l 

Escaneado con CamScanner 

https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download


. d by \he proletariat and its allies in the imperial\st citadels 
,,, 1ut1on w ge \ l t\ d b the id "" nationo\ \ibora\\on, or now democrat c rovo u o~ wage Y 

.i' . t"'d P p\ ub\ugo\ d to \n1p r\n\\ m. Tho alhance between 
' 1\ 1 n (_ ' t I t' 1 
11 

s t\ , r \u\i nnry c lllT nls r 1nu\nr. th corn r~ton o rovo u 1onary 
~tr t J in \h 1 a ot hnp rln\b 1n. 

' " th i l 1 I d ·Inc ' tho Socond World War un\\l now tho trug I f 
"r s · d pt op\cs and na\\ons has been tho torm c ntr of th' 

\ r l r o\ut\onary struggle. Prosperity, stabi\\ty and "democracy" in a 
; rr 'lb r 1 in1peria\ist states has been bought and paid for by the 
t n ified exp\oitat\on and misery of the masses in the oppressed 

.., untr ies. Far from e\iminating the national and colonial question, the 
ve\opment of neo-colonia\ism has further subjugated whole nations 

and peop\es to the requirements of international capital and led to a 
, ho\e series of revolutionary wars against imperialist domination. 

The current intensification of world contradictions while bringing 
orth further possibilities for these movements also places nev: obstacles 
and new tasks before them. Despite efforts and even some successes 
of th e imperialist powers in. subverting or perverting the revolutionary 
struggles of the oppressed masses, especially in the hopes of turning 
them into weapons of inter-imperialist rivalry, these struggles continue 
to deal powerful blows to the _· imperialist systeni, and accelerate the 
development of revolutionary_possibilities·inthe world a~ a whole. 

In the imperialist countries ·of-t~e Western bloc the· post World War 
11 period has been esserytially . mar~ed by ~ noh-reyolu~ionary situation 
re f lecting the relative stability of imperialist rule in these countries 
inseparably linked to the intense exploitation of the oppressed peoples by 
these imperialist slates. Nevertheless, the· revolutionary prospects in these 
countries are more favourable than in·any time in recent memory. History 
has shown that revolutionary situ!=ltions in -these types of countries are 
rare and are generally connected with the acute intensification of world 
contradictions, such as. the conjuncture taking for.m in t~e world today. 

. . 

The mass revolutionary · struggles that developed in m.ost of the 
Western imperialist countries especially during the 1960s demonstrate 
forcefully the possibility of proletarian revolution in these countries, despite 
the fact that the conditions were not favourable for a seizure of power at 
that time and these movements declined along w.ith the overall ebb in 
the world movement. Today the sharpening world situation is increasingly 
reflected in these countries as seen, for example, by important reb Iii n 
of the lower strata of the proletariat in some imperialist countrl s . 11 
as the growth of a powerful movement aga\nst Imperialist w r pr ' II 
in a number of countries, lncludlng wlthln lt a mor r volutl n r · 11 

' 
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In the capitalist and imperinlist countries of the Eastern bfoc 
important cracks and fissure In tho rolntlvo stability of the rule by fh') 
state-capitalist bourg olsl nr' rnuro und rnoro uppmont. In Poland th0 
proletariat and th r s ctloll '' of th Ill ' 'soo huvo rloon In struggl anrJ 
deliv r d p w 1 ful blows to tho os tabllshod orcJor. In thono countri'J' , 
also p ssibiliti for proletarian revolution aro doveloplng and will r~1; 
h i llt n d by the development and intensification of world contradictiuri' . 

It is important that the revolutionary elements in both kind CJf 
c untries be educated to understand the nature of the strategic alliance 
between the revolutionary proletarian movement in the advanced 
countries and the national-democratic revolutions in the oppressed 
nations. The social-chauvinist position that would deny the importance 
of the revolutionary struggle of the oppressed peoples or their ability, 
under the leadership of the proletariat and a genuine Marxist-Leninist 
party, to lead to the establishment of socialism is still a dangerous 
deviation to be combated. The modern revisionists, led by the USSR, 
who claim that a national liberation struggle can only be successful if 
bestowed by "aid" from its "natural (imperialist) ally" and the. Trotskyites 
who negate in principle the possibility of the transformation of a national­
democratic ·revolution into a .socialist revolution are examples of this 
pernicious tendency. On the other hand, in the recent period a significant 
problem has been another deviation which ignores the possibility of 
revolutionary situations arising in the advanced countries or considers 
that such revolutionary situations could ·only arise as a direct result of 
the advances in the national liberation struggles. Both these deviations 
sap the strength of the revolutionary proletariat in that they fail to take 
account of the developing world conjuncture and the possibilities for 
revolutionary advances in different kinds of countries and on a world 
scale that flow from it. · 

Some Questions Regarding the History of the 
International Communist Movement 

In the little over a century since the publication of the Communist 
Manifesto and its call "workers of all.countries, unite I" an immense wealth 
of experience has been accumulated by the international proletariat. This 
experience comprehends the. revolutionary movement in differennypes 
of countries in the great days of decisive victories and revolutionary elan 
and the periods of the darkest reaction and retreat. ·In the course of the 
twists and turns of the movement the science of Marxism-Leninism-Mao 
Tsetung Thought has taken shape and developed through a constant 
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gg\ against those who cut out \ts revolutionary heart and/or render 
c.\f LI ' ' • th d l · (\ sta\e nd \i t \e s dog1na. hnportun\ turning points 1n e eve opment 
11

1 w r\d hi t ry ·1nd th '" trug \ hnvo \nvur\ b'y been accompanied 

1
" ti ,r a\\\ "th Id o\og\ \iron\ b twoon ~nrx \~m and revi~ionism 
1 i l11l'la \i ·1n. Thi w·1 tho cnso w\th Lon\n ~ truggle against the 

~l L"'' i \nt rna\i na\ (wh\ch corresponded w\th tho outbreak of the Fir t 
~\' \ rk \ h r and th deve\oprnent of a revolutionary situation in Au" ia 
:

1 
\ ! \ . \ 1h r } and in the struggle of Mao.Tsetung against modern Sovi'J1 

. l vi'~i nisn1, a great struggle which reflected world historic developmen ,.. 
\t r establishment of capitalism in the USSR, the intensification of the 
;lass strugg\e in socialist China, the development of a worldwide upsurge 
f revolutionary struggle aimed particularly at US imperialism). Similarly, 

the profound crisis that the international communist movement is now 
experiencing is a ret\ecti9n of the reversal of proletarian rule in China 
and the an-round attack on the Cultural Revolution following the death of 
Mao Tsetung and the coup d'etat of Teng Hsiao~ping and

1 
Hua Kuo-feng, 

as well as the overa\\ heightening of world , contradictions accentuating 
the danger of world war and the prospects fqr_ ~evolution. Today, as in the 
other great struggles, the forces fight_ing for a revolutionary line are a 
small -minority encircled and attac~ed_ by_ revisionists·· and· bourgeois 
apologists of al\ stripes. Nevertheles_s, these forces· represent the future, 
and the further advances _ of_ the.· international· communist movement 
depend on their ability to forge a political. line. which ch~rt~ the-path 1orward 
tor the revolutionary proletariatin the cu( rent riompfex situation. This is 
because if one's line. is correct, even if hrie'' has not a single ~ soldier at 
first there will be soldiers and evet:" if th~re is no political power, power 
will be gained. This is qorne out by_·tne historical expe'rience of the 
international communist m~vement sirice:the ti.me ~f Marx. 

An extremely important elemeDt for the elaboration of such a 
general line for the international conimunis_t movement is the ·correct 
evaluation of the historical experience . of · our- movement. It would be 
extremely irresponsible, and contrary to· the. Marxist theory of knowledge, 
to fail to attach adequate· importance to experience gained and lessons 
learned in the cou~se of mass revolutionary struggles of millions· of people 
and paid for by countless martyrs. ·· _·. -

Today, the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement, together with 
other Maoist forces, are the inheritors of Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin and 
Mao, and they niust firmly base themselves on this heritage. But th 
must also, on the basis of this heritage, dare to criticise its shortcon1in 
There are experiences which people should praise and th r r 
experiences which should make people grieve. Con1nluni t . n 
revolutionaries in all countr\es should ponder and s rlou ly tudy th 
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1perience of succ and f ailuro so ns to draw correct concru Ion·, 
and useful I on fr m tll rn. 

Tll umrnal10 11 of otir h 1 lingo Inn colloctlvo rospon lblllty wh'r, 
mu t b an led out by th 0 11tin lntornutlo11 11 comrnunlti t m<.NfJrtir; 1 

u h n , umnmtil n mu ·t I c dor10 In u ruthlossly Golonllflc rnann r, bw,• 
it .If n Ml 1 /i t-L ninist principles and fully taking Into acc<JUflf If '. 

n r t Iii torical conditions which existed then and the limits they pl:Jr,r , 
n tl1 prol tarian vanguard and above all in the spirit of making the pa·.1 

1 

~ rv the present, in order to avoid metaphysical errors of measurin1 
t11 past with today's yardstick, disregarding historical conditions. Sur:h 1 

a thorough summation will undoubtedly take a fairly long time but th'! 
pressure of world events, the opening up of revolutionary possibilities 
demands that certain key lessons be drawn today to better enable !h~ 
vanguard forces of the proletariat to fulfill their responsibilities. 

The summation of historical experience h~s, itself, always been a 
sharp arena of class struggle. Ever since the defeat of the Paris 
Commune, opportunists and revisionists have seized upon the defeats 
and shortcomings of the proletariat to reverse right and wrong, confound 
the secondary with the principal, and thus conclude. that the proletariat 
"should not have taken to arms.'; The em.ergence of new cohdttions has 
often been used as an excuse to negate fl.mdamental principles of 
Marxism under the signboard of its "Cr~ative .developm'~nt.'' At the same 
time, it is incorrect and just as damaging to ab<iindon the Marxist crttical 
spirit, to fail to sum up the.shortcomings as well'as th~ successes of the 
proletariat, and to rest co.ntent with upholding or reclaiming positions 
considered correct in the past. Such an approach would make Marxism­
Leninism brittle and. unable to withstand the attacks of the enemy and 
incapable of leading new advances in the.class .struggle - and suffocate 
its revolutionary essence. 

In fact, histo,.Y has shown that real creative developments of Marxism 
land not phoney revisionist distortions) have always been inseparably linked 
with a fierce struggle to defend and uphold basic principles of Marxism­
Leninism. Lenin's two-fold struggle against the open revisionists and against 
those, like Kautsky, who opposed revolution under the guise of "Marxist 
orth~doxy" and Mao Tsetung's great battle to oppose the modern 
revisionists and their negation of the experience of building socialism in 
the USSR under Lenin and Stalin while carrying out a thorough and 
scientific criticism of the roots of revisionism are evidence of this. 

Today a similar approach is necessary to the thorny questions 
and problems of the history of the international communist movement. A 
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I cNl us dan r om from lhono who, In tho f co of ~~bac~s in the 
ii t rnn\I nn\ c """un\1· \ mov "' n\ '" \nco tho d alh o ao setu~g, 

d· n \ha\ Mat r l ~m- "'"' 'In hnc~ '"" tl or \r. oulrnodocJ and tho nt 1 ~e 
, " l rll n 'l acqulr d by th pro\otor\ol munt bo put \~llO QUIJ"\ion . ~~~~ ... 

"il nL , , 1ou\d" ga\o tho expor\once of tho d\ctatorsh1p of lh rirot~ anot 

11 
tli , ovl \Union, e\hn\nate Sta\\n from the ranks of pro\otarian t oade~r"', 

nd in tact a\1ack the bas\c Len\n\st thes\s on the nature of the prote arian 
' volution: the need tor a v·anguard party and the dictatorship of the 

ro\etariat. As Mao powerfu\\y expressed "' think there are two 'swords': 
one is Lenin and the other Sta\\n", once the sword of Stalin has been 
discarded . "once this gate is opened, by and large Leninism is thrown 
away." This statement made by Mao.Tsetung \n 1956 has been shown 
by the experience of the internation.a\ communist movement up to today 
to retain its validity. Sim\lar\y today the 'advances in the science of 
revolution made by Mao Tsetung are a\so attacked or rendered 
unrecognizab\e. \n fact an t~is is ·a "new" version of very old and stale 
revisionism and s'ocia\ democracy. · . . · . : · · · · .· . . 

This more or \ess op~n revisionism, whether it comes from the 
traditipnal pro-Moscow part~es or .it~ "Eu·ro-communist" current from the 
revisionist usurpers in Chin.~, or fror:D · the .. T~Q~~kyites- and the ·petit­
bourgeois critics of Leninism, re~ains th~ main da~ger to th~ international 
communist movemen~. At the_ same _ti.m~, ~.e~~~i~nism ir:t its dogmatic form 
continues to be a bitter enemy. <;>f r~voluti9nary·~~arxi~m~ This current, 
most sharply expressed in the political line of Eriver Hoxha and the Party 
of Labou~ of Albania, attacks :Mao.·Tsetµng_·Thought, the path of the 
Chinese Revolution and especially the experience of the Great Proletarian 
Cultural Revolution. Masqu~radihg ~s _def~nders _of Stalin (when in fact 
many of their theses are Trotskyit~~), .these rev~siohists soil the genuine 
revolutionary heritage of Stalin. These imposters .use the· shortcomings 
and errors of the international communist movement~ and not its 
achievements in ord~t to buttress up their ·revisionist-trotskyite line, and 
demand that the international communist movement follow suit on the 
basis of a return to some mystical "doctrina\ purity". The many features 
this Hoxhaite line shares with classica\ revlsi.onism, including the ability 
of Soviet revisionism {as well as reaction in general) to promote and/or 
profit from both openly . anti-Leninist "Euro-communism" and Hoxha's 
disguised a·nti-Leninism at the same time, are testimony to their common 
bourgeois ideological basis. 

Upholding Mao Tsetung's qualitative development of th . 
of Marxism-Leninism represents a particularly important nd pr · "' 
question in the international movement and among th cl n I ll 
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workers and other revolutionary minded people In the world today. Tr~ 
principle involved is nothing lo ~ than whothor or not to uphold and b'J;r1 
upon the deci iv 11trlb11tlu11s lo tho prolotarlan rovolutlon and tr': 
scienc of Mar 1 ~ 111 .. t 111111 1 m mn Ir by Mao Tnotung, rt i fhor JI)' ', 
nothin I ~ than n q11 " tlo11 of wh thor or riot to uphold M ·fl t",, 
L nini m it If. 

tnlin aid, "Leninism is Marxism of the era of lmperlali mar rJ ' , 
r I t rian revolution." This is entirely correct. Since Lenin' dna h r-: 

w rid situation has undergone great changes. But the era ha ~"'· 
changed. The fundamental principles of Leninism are not outdated, tt, ,1 
remain the theoretical basis guiding our thinking today. We affirm th;;:. 
Mao Tsetung Thought is a new stage in the development of Marxisrr­
Leninism. Without upholding and building on Marxism-Leninism-Mar; 
Tsetung Thought it is not possible to defeat revisionism, imperialism ar.r; 
reaction in general. 

The USSR and the Comintern 

The October Revolution in Russia arid the establishment of tns 
dictatorship of the proletariat opened a new-stage in the history of the 
international working class movement. The Odober Revolution was the 
living confirmation of Lenin's vital d_evel opment' of the Marxist theory cf 
the proletarian revolution and the dictatorship of the proletariat. For the 
first time in history the working class succeeded in smashing the aid 
state apparatus, establishing its own rule, beating back the attempts cf 
the exploiters to strangle. the socialist regime in its infancy and creating 
the political conditions necessary tor the establishment of a new, socialist, 
economic order. In this process th_e central role -of a vanguard political 
party of a new type, the Leninist party, was demonstrated. 

The international impact of the Russian Revolution, coming 
especially as it did in the course of the world conjuncture marked by the 
First World War and the upsurge of revolutionary activity that 
accompanied it, was immense. From the beginning the leaders and class 
conscious workers in the new socialist state viewed the success of th 
revolution there not as an end in itself but as the first major breakthrough 
in the worldwide struggle to defeat imperialism, uproot exploitation n 
establish communism throughout the world. In the wake of the Russi n 

· Revolution a new, Communist, International was formed on the basis of 
assimilating the vital lessons of the Bolshevik revolution and in rupturing 
with the reformism and soclal democracy that had poisoned and 
eventually characterised the great majority of socialist parties making 
up the Second International. The Russian Revolution and the Comintern 
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~ 
I 

I n connection with the objective developments brought about by World 
~~iar \ transtorn1ed the trugg\ tor oc\ llf·n1 ·u1d cornrnuni rn frorn an 

55 ntiaHy ur p n t h no1n non \nto n truty wort wid > trug 1 • f r 

1
1 fir t tin, in hi \ 1 y. 

nin and ta\\n devctoped the pro\etar\an lino on tho nation' I ~JnrJ 
" ni'" I qu ' \ion, stressing the importance of the revolutions in oppre"'"' d 

' mtri in the overan process of the wor\d proletarian revolution and 
'r ·uin against those such as Trotsky who held that the revolution in these 
I ' 

,' 0untries was dependent on the victory of the proletariat in the imperial·ist 
Xluntries and_ denied the possibility of the proletariat carrying out a socialist 
revolution on the basis of having led the.first, bourgeois democratic stage 
of the revolution in these types of countries. 

The period that followed the Russ~an Revolution was marked by 
worldwide revolutionary ferment and attempts at establishing working 
class political power in a number of countries. Despite the unbending 
assistance the newly established USSJ=\ -gave and the political attention 
by Lenin to the revolutionary · movement worldwide, the temporary 
reso\ution of the crisis that Wodd War I concentrated and the remaining 
strength of the imperialist . powers ~-as .. wen · as the weaknesses of the 
revo\utionary working class movement lec;:t to-the defeat of the revolution 
out side the borders of the ·ussR:.- ··" _.- ·::- -.·,:< · .. ·::. · 

. '.. . 

Lenin and his success·or - St~lii'l-We're -faced with the necessity of 
safeguarding the gains of the revb\ution. !n-the' U~_SR .and carrying through 
the establishment of a socialist e,conomic system in the Soviet Union 
alone. Following Lenin's death. ~n i_mportant ideological and political 
struggle was waged by Stalin _against the Trotskyites and others who 
claimed that the low level of the . productive forces in the USSR, the 
existence of an immens'e-peasantry and the USSR's international isolation 
made it impossible to catry out the construction of socialism. This 
erroneous, capitulationist viewpoint .was refuted both theoretically and, 
more importantly, in practice as tens of millions of workers and peasants 
w ent into battle to uproot the old capitalist system, to collectivise 
agriculture and create a new economic system no longer based on the 
exploitation of man by man. · 

These soul-stirring battles and the important victories won in them 
greatly spread the influence of Marxism-Leninism and increased th 
prestige of the USSR throughout.the world. The class conscious work r 
and oppressed peoples c·orrectly considered the socialist USSR th r 
own, rejoice~ in the victories won by the Soviet working cl nd m 
to its defence against the menaces and tt cks of th Imp 1 i \Ii t • 
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N v 1th I . er It cn11 l f · '' ( 11111 rt lr ot pc r,t tfmt fh prn r r, f. 

o il Ii.tr lutll n In lht lJ!" I~ .' v1 11 In thr P' rlr1d of tl1n r t 
tr n f rm. til n. In llH Ir I 1 C)~O · f ml ''tO , WW rnnrk(J(J b'/ ;, ' . 

" n , st . ·md !' hrn le mlrn ' . t' orno of th o woakn rn o nr ,,, .• 
I. Im i l ' tl1 In I f pr vlous hl 0 lorlcnl oxporlonco of th dlr,t frJr·,r ., 

f th ~ 1 c I t. r int [outside of the short-lived Paris Communo) and b'f ~ ... 
' r . im1 rialist blockade and aggression aimed at the USSR. rh /' . 

r I ms were increased and supplemented, however, by some imporf;jr 
th oretical and political errors. Mao Tsetung, while upholding Starin frfJ , 
the slanders of Khrushchev, made serious and correct criticisms of th~,. . 
errors: Mao explained the ideological basis for Stalin's errors: "Stal ri 

had a fair amount of metaphysics in him and he taught many peopl~ , 
follow metaphysics", "Stalin failed to see the connection between h~ 
struggle of opposites and the unity of opposites. Some people in th .. 
Soviet Union are so metaphysical and rigid in their thinking that th .. 1 
think a thing has to be either .one or the other, refusing to recognise th~ 
unity of opposites. Hence, political mistakes are· made." Stalin's most 
fundamental error was to fail to thoroughly apply.dialectics in all spheres 
and thus draw serious wrong conclusions concerning the nature of the 
class struggle under socialism. ~nd the. means to· prevent capitaJist 
restoration. While waging a ~ierce struggle against the old exploiting 
classes, Staiin denied in theory the emergence of a new bourgeoisie 
from within the socialist society itself, reflected and concentrated by the 
revisionists within the ruling comr:nunist party, hence his erroneous claim 
that "antagonistic class contradictions" had been eliminated in the Soviet 
Union as a result of the basic establishment of socialist ownership in 
industry and ~gdculture. Similarly a failure to thoroughly. apply dialectics 
to the analysis of socialist soCiety led the Soviet leadership to conclude 
that there was no longer a contradiction between the productive forces 
·and the relation·s of production under sod al ism and to neglect to pay 
adequate attention to carrying out the revolution in the superstructure 
and continuing to revolutionise the relations of production even after the 
establishment, in the main, of the socialist ownership system. 

This incorrect understanding of the nature of socialist society also 
contributed to Stalin's failure to adequately distinguish the contradictions 
between the people and the enemy and the contradictions among the 
people themselves .. This in turn contributed to a marked tendency to 
resort to bureaucratic methods of handling these contradictions and gave 
more openings to the enemy .. 

In the period following the death of Lenin, Stalin led the Communist 
International which continued to play an important role in advancing the 
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\d revo\ution and developing and consolidating the newly formed 
1,,or . , . . 
~ornrnun' t P· 1 l1 . 
I ' 

\n 1 l n \r 1n 'Y hnp rt·1n\ Conyro~s of th Cornrnun1st 

t 
nr li na\ wn h 'd In tho rn\dsl at a sovoro world oconornic cri" i", th 

I l " \' k tt c• • , iin th1 al o1 a new world war and \mperia 1st attac s on ' ._,0 11 
~ 1'1~il',n, t1i ' on1ing to power of fasc\sm \n Germany and the smas~ing of 

l rrnan Con1munist Party, and the establishment of fasc1srn or 

1 
nace of the same in a number of other countries. It was necessary 

~nd correct for the Communist \nternational to try to develop a tactical 
nne concerning an of these qu~stions .. 

Because the Seventh Congress of the Comintern has had such a 
deep influence on the history of the international movement it is necessary 
to make a sober and scientific evaluation 9f the Report of the Congress 
in the light of the existing h~storical cqnpitions at the time. In particular 
the reasons for the defeat of the German. Communist Party must be 
deeply studied. Nevertheles& certain· ·co~c1u·sions can be drawn now, 
and must be in light of the present tasks.of toqay's Marxist-Leninists and . . 

three clear deviations must be· identified. :_ , . --- -
• \' •• ·, • I' 

First the distinctio_n between fascism «i~'c:t h~urgeois democracy in 
the impedalist cou~tries, while .certainly ' of r~"cll. ~mportance for the 
communist Parties, was treated in a .way t.hat ~ended to ·make an absolute 
of the difference between these two for.ms of bourgeo)s -dictatorship and 
also to make a strategic· stage of the struggle against fascism. Secondly, 
a thesis was develC?ped, which held that the growing immiseration of the 
proletariat would create in the advanced countries the material basis for 
healing the split in the w_orking ~lass ~.nd its cons~quent polarisation that ' 
Lenin had so powerfully· ~nalysed in hi~ w9rks an· imperialism and the 
collapse of the Second lnterflational. While it is certainly true that the 
depth of the crisis undermined the social base of the labour aristocracy 
in the advanced capitalist_ countries and led to real possibilities that the 
Communist Part~es needed to make use of to unite with large sections of 
the workers previously under the hegemony of the Socia\ Democrats, it 
was not correct to believe that in any kind of a strategic sense the-split in 
the wo~king class could be healed. Th\rdly, when fascism was defined as 
the regime of the most reactionary section of the monopoly bourgeoisie 
in the imperialist countries, this left the door open to the dangerous, 
reformist and pacifist tendency to see a section of the monopol 
bourgeoisie as progressive. 

While it is necessary to sum up these errors and to I rn fr m 
them it js just as necessary to recognise the Communi t Int n llk n ti, 
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including in lhi I ri d, n I mt f tll 11 ril ago of tho rovolutionary strugglr! 
for communism ond t IJ nt Lmd< Ii< 1111! lntlonlul uncJ Trot 0 kyito a tto rnpt~ '> 
seiz up 11 r nl 1 r 1 !1 lo dt nw 1 ( nollo11my oonclur lort '. =vori during hi', 
p ri d th n11rn111lsl 1111 1 mtllonnl rnublllnocJ rnllllorm of work r · :.J fin',' 
la 11 ' mi ' S rnd I ' d ho role strugglos ugulnst roactlort uc ~1 ~;; r ,, 
rl1a 111 111 f th lnlernationul Brigados to fight against fa 0 ci rn in ' 'fJ :, ;, 

in whi h m ny of the best sons and daughters of the working cfasl".' ~h t::r1 
th ir blood in an inspiring example of internationalism. 

The Communist International also gave, correctly, great empha~i -:; 

to the defence of the Soviet Union, the land of soci.alism. But when thtJ 
Soviet' Union made certain compromises with different imperialist 
countries, the leaders of the Comintern more often than not failed to 
understand the critical point that Mao Tsetung was to sum up in 1946 (in 
relation to the compromises then being made between the USSR and 
the United States, Britain and France): "Such compromise does net 
require the people in the countries of the capitalist world to follow suit 
and make compromises at home." Furthermore, such compromises must 

I , 

take into account, first and foremost, the overall development of the world 
revolutionary movement in which, of course, the defence of socialist states 
plays an jmportant role. . · 

In circumstances of imperialist encirclement'of (a) socialist state(s) 
defending these revolutionary conquests i~ a very important task for the 
international proletariat. It wil_I also be necessary for socialist states to 
carry out a diplomatic struggle and at times to enter into different types 
of agreements with one or another imperialist power. But the defence of 
socialist -states must always be subordinate to the ove·rall progress of 
the world revolution and must never been seen ·as the equivalent (and 
certainly not the substitute) for the international struggle of the proletariat. 
In certain situations the defence of a socialist country can be principal, 
but this is so precisely because its defence is decisive for the advance of 
the world revolution. 

It is necessary to sum up the experiences of the international 
communist movement during the period around the Second World War 
in the light of these lessons. World War II cannot be considered a mere 
repetition of World War I, for, even if the same murderous logic of the 
capitalist system was responsible for it, it was a complex combination of 
contradictions. At its beginning in 1939 it was, as Mao then pointed out 
"unjust, predatory and imperialist in character." But a major change with 
global implications took place·when Hitler's Germany turned his troops 
on the Soviet Union. This just war on the part of the Soviet Union drew 
the support and sym-pathy of the working class and oppressed peoples 
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wor\d ov r who were greatly Inspired by the heroic r~s i stance of the 
1 d Ann and th ovi t workln In ~ nnd p oplo. This .w~ no mere 

1(11 th I t r a vi lim of rl ~ gr w ' Ion l ut th pruk Uf1 U c.;onv1ct1on .that the 
·' t 1 f th"" vi t Union was n\c· tho dofn nc of tho c·och h'·t ba 
l r 

1 
f tli . , rl :i r volu\I n. llnl\nr\y tho wnr wnyocJ by th hin " ' 

· : ' ilt un i ,1 th 1 "'adcrshlp of the Communist Party of China agairi"t 
l' l •111 ~ •1 r sion also deve\oped and was most definitely a j u ~ t war 
·:·' '" !.a n1p n nt part of the world proletarian revolution. 

Particu\arly with the entry of the Soviet Union .into the war it took 
n1ore complex character. It became a combination of four component 

arts: t t1e war between socialism and imperialism; the war between the 
in1perialist blocs; the wars of the oppresse? people against i~p~rialis.m; 
and the contradiction between the proletariat and the bourgeo1s1e, which 
i some countries developed to the level of armed struggle. 

These differing aspects led on the one hand-to the growth of 
socialist forces, the defeat of the fascist imperialist powers, the weakening 
of imperialism and the qui.ckening te.mpo of .the national liberation 
struggles. On the other hand they 1.ed ·to a recasting of the imperialist 
division of the world with the US assuming the. r.ole of chief bandit among 
he imperialists. . .... . :·< ... .. · 

There were great revoiution~ry ._achlevements in the course of 
world War II; at the same time it i~ .impo~s~ble n.ot.to see serious errors 
and begin the collective proce·~;s of dee.ply sµmming them up so as to 
be better prepared for c-oming storm~. ·1n particular we can note the 
error of eclectically combining the above rTlEHitioned pontradictions. In 
practical political terms, the diplomatic strug'gle and international 
agreements of the Soviet Union became· increasingly confounded with 
the activities of the Communist Parties making up the Comintern. This 
problem also contributed to strong tendencies to portray the non-fascist 
powers as something other than what they truly were -imperialists who 
would have to be overthrown. In the European countries occupied by 
German fascist troops it was not incorrect for the Communist Parties 
o take tactical advantag·e of national sentiments from the standpoint 
f mobilising the masses, but errors were made due to raising such . 

lactical measures to the level of strategy, Liberation struggles in colonies 
under the domination of the allied imperialist powers were also held 
ack due to such erroneous views. 

While cherishing and upholding the monumental revolution ry 
struggles and victories that took place in this important period nd th 
ears immediately following, today's Marxist-Lenlnlsts will h v to d n 
heir understanding of these errors and their basis. 
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The socialist camp that omcr d from tho Socond World War w ~ 
never solid. Littl r volutlonnry tr' n formation wr1 carried out in mo"'t f 
the Eastern -ur I nn I I h i ' I mo 'rnd F • In th ovi t Uni n it"r~ f 
powerful r vi I nl. t for v llllh " ·IH I ooln 'Into, In tho cour ( <Jf, r nrJ I 

the aft rmoth f tht ' ~ t comf World Wm Jr w In Irr ri 1th nrnJ Inf! ' 1'/ . 

In 1 f II In till th f ' lnlln, tllono r vlc;lonl t f·0rr;r, ,,. Ir rJ '/ 
hru h h v , u d d In cupturlng political powor, attockrHJ A~r 1i' r 

L nini~m n all fronts and restored capitalism in that country. 

Th coup d'etat of Khrushchev and the revisionists in the c·,. 'Ii-;' 
Union was also, it is , clear now, the coup de grace to the communi~' 
movement as it had previously existed. The widespread cancer Gf 
revisionism had already consumed many (including some of the mos 
influential) parties that had made up the Comintern. In many others only 
the thinnest veneer covered parties that were fast degenerating to 
positions of modern revisionism while the revolutionary elements were 
being suffocated. In the. Soviet Union itself after Stalin's death the genuine 
Marxist-Leninists and the Soviet proletariat, weaken~d by the war and 
disarmed by serious political and ideological errors, proved incapable cf 
mounting any serious riposte to the revisionist betrayers. 

Mao Tsetung, the Cultural R·evolution arid the Marxist­
Leninist Movement" 

Beginning immediately after the .coup· d'etat of Khrushc~ev, Mao 
Tsetung and the Marxist-Leninists in the· Chin~se Communist Party began 
to analyse the developments in t~e SoVie.t' Union ·and in the internationaJ 
communist movement and to struggle against modern revisionism. In 1963 
the publication of A Proposal. -Concerning the .Ge~eral Line of the 
International Communist Movement (the 25-point letter) was a.n all-round 
and public condemnation of revisionism and acallto t~e genuine Marxist­
Leninists of all countries. The contemporary Marxist'.'Leninist movement 
has as its origin this historic appeal and the pole_mics that accompanied it. 

In the Proposal and the polemics Mao and t~e Chinese 
Communist Party correctly 

* upheld the Leninist position on the dictatorship of the proletariat 
and refuted the revisionist theory of "state of the whole people"; 

• upheld the necessity of armed revolution and opposed th 
strategy of a "peaceful transition to socialism"; 

• supported and encouraged the development of the national wars 
of liberation of the oppressed peoples; exposing the sham independence 
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.. _ 1 · Ii m" n r tu\in th r vi lonlct p ition th t the wars of 
n 11 1 ,, ' .. ;, , a\i n h \ 1 c , v lrl d lJ cn\l''L thf y rH ' nq r wor p ac ; 

• m. i< • n l 1 nll pt • 1\lvc vn,un\\on o f c ' t nHn ar1 J th' '~XP' ri n IJ 

\
I l l ~u n nf ~ t Llnll! m ln\ht \J'" ' t\ nn r h•t< J thr 1~tnd'lr dlrr,1,. nd 

l ' I ' d 11 
\ \' t '' 11

' · t \ l lin f l t In n '' l u\ h r" an a yr'" n , w ll o rn~r. tnQ 1Jrr 
II , ' 

.' 1 t 1 t .11 \1 i m ' t \ tin's rrors~ 

, .. JLJl.J""'"' d the efforts of Khrushchev to impose a revisioni,.t lln,... 
t 1 r p rties as wen as criticising Thorez, TogHatti, Tito and oth r 
rn revisionists~ 

put forward in an embryonic form th~ t~esis Mao T~etung was 
veloping concerning the class nature of socialism and carrying through 

~ e revolution under the dictatorship of the proletariat; 
l 

* called for a thorough study of the historical experience of the 
:1ternational communist movement and the roots of revisionism. 

These points, as well as others containe·~ in the Proposal and the 
:>olemics were and remain vital elements to d_istinguish Marxism-Leninism 
om revisionism. Through the.se polerT)ics Mao and the Chinese 
ommunist Party encouraged. t_he M_arxist-~eriinists to split from the . 

revisionists and form new proletarian revolution.~ry parties. The polemics 
epresented a radical rupture w_ith modern revisionis_m and a sufficient 
as is for the Marxist-Leninists to go forward intq battle. Yet, -on a number 
f questions, the criticism ~of revisi.on.isrr1 ·was not thorough enough and 
ome erroneous views were inc·orporated. even while criticising others. 

actly because of the. important rc;>le these ·polemics and Mao and the 
hinese Communist Party played·hi giving birth to a new Marxist-Leninist 
ovement it is correct and necessary to.consider the secondary, negative 
spect in the polemics and ·in . the struggle wag.ed ·by the Communist 
arty of China in the-international c·ommunlst movement. 

In relation to the imperialist countries, . the Proposal put forward 
e view that "In the capitalist countries which US imperialism controls 
r is trying to control, the working class and the people should direct 
eir attacks mainly against US imperialism, but also against their own 
onopoly capitalists and other reactionary forces who are betraying the 
ational interests." This view, which seriously affected the development 
f the Marxist-Leninist movement in these types of countries, obscur 
e fact that in imperialist countries the "national interests" are imp ri r t 
terests and are not betrayed, but on the contrary d f nd • b t 

uling monopoly capitalist class despite whatever m nc It m m 
ith other imperialist powers and despite the In vlt bly un qu I n tu11 
f such an alliance. The p oletar\at of these countrl s ls thu n oufl 
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to strive to outbid the imporlollst bourgoolsio as the best defenders of it 
own interest . Thi'-' view hod o long hi tory In tho International communi"t 
movem nl and h uld l lJrn l~ n with. 

Whil th I pnld nrl nt nit 11tlun lo th c.Jovoloprnont of Mar.1.i "'f· 
L nini t I t r lil In I I U" itlun to th ' rovl ' lonlol thoy cJlcJ not find fhr 
n s~ . r 1 f r rn l nd way to dovolop tho lntornntlonul unity CJf thr 
mmun i~ t . pite contributions to the ideological and political uri t1 

th i ' a n t r fleeted by efforts to build organisational unity on a wurfrJ 
al . The CPC had an exaggerated understanding of the negati t t'j 

spects of the Comintern, mainly those caused by over-centralisation, 
wh ich led to crushing the initiative and independence of constituent 
communist parties. While the CPC correctly criticised the concept of 
Father party, pointed out its harmful influence within the international 
communist movement, and stressed the principles of fraternal relations 
between parties, the lack of an organised· forum for debating views and 
achieving a common viewpoint did not help resolve this problem but in 
fact exacerbated it. · 

If the theoretical struggle against modern revisionism played a 
vital role in the rebuilding of a Marxist-Leninist movement it was especiarly 
the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution, an unprecedented new form 
of struggle, itself in large part a fruit of ·this combat against modern 
revisionism, that gave rise to a whole .new generation of Marxist-Leninists. 
The tens of millions of workers, peasants and revolutionary youth who 
went into battle to overthrow the capitalist readers entrenched in the 
party and state apparatus and to furth~r revolutionise society_ struck a 
vibrant chord among millions of people across the world who were rising 
up as part of the revolutionary upsurge that swept the world in the 1960s 
and early 1970s. 

The Cultural Revolution represents the most advanced experience 
of the proletarian dictatorship and the revolutionising of society. For the 
first time the workers and other revolutionary elements were armed with 
a clear understanding of the nature of the class struggle under socialism; 
of the necessity to rise up and overthrow the capitalist roaders who would 
inevitably emerge from within the socialist society and which are 
especially concentrated in the leadership of the party itself and to struggle 
to further advance the socialist transformation and thus dig away at the 
soil which engenders these capitalist elements. Great victories were won 
in the course of the Cultural Revolution which prevented the revisionist 
restoration in China for a decade and led to great socialist transformations 
in education, literature and art, scientific research and other elements of 
the superstructure. Millions of workers and other revolutionaries greatly 
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11 
d \\1 Ir cla con~ lou no ~ nnd rnnctory of Marxism-Loninlsm 

i r~\li ur of 11 '\1c Id ot Jlcnt '\ 11 I potltl nl tr~g Jto and thoir ca~a~ity 
I Ii Id I 11\I nl p w I WIW (ur\tH r lncn f\f ' ( d . f h J u\t r; I Rev.a ut1on 

'• . , : .1 d at' pni t ol th lnh 1 nntlnnnl ( lruq Jl of tho ~,r I tr.iri~t and 
,: . ti , inln 1 n 1 und I"' 1 I \url in lntornntlorrnllr; rn, rnarnfr .. ,., d n 0nl1J 

l \I ' s tq p 1 l l Iv "\ r volul\ nury r-\rug to thr ugh t h1J ,,r,rld ~' . 
1.- l 1 th r al ~ 11cri1lces tnade by tho Chinoso poop( to rnn?'Jr h1" 

_, u ~ 1rl. I volu\ionary leaders emerged such as Chian ~hir1'J and 
~ , n hun-chiao, who stood alongside and led the masses into ba tie.: 

ins\ tl1e revisionists and who continued to defend Marxism-Lenini,.. rn­
ao Tsetung Thought \n the face of bitter defeat. 

Lenin said, "Only he is a Marxist who extends the recognition of 
class struggle to the recognition of the dictatorship of the proletariat" . In 
the light of the invaluable lessons and advances achieved thrnugh the 
Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution led by Mao Tsetung, this criterion 
put forward by Lenin has been further sharpened. Now it c3n be stated 
that only he is a Marxist who extends the recognition of class struggle to 
the recognition of the dictatorship of the proletariat and to the recognition 
of the objective existence of classes, antagonistic class contradictions 
and of the continuation of the class struggle under the dictatorship of the 
proletariat throughout the whole period of socialism until communism. 
And as Mao so powerfully stated, "Lack of clarity on this question will 
lead to revisionism." 

The Cultural Revolution was the living proof of the vitality of 
Marxism-Leninism. lt showed that the proletarian reyolution was unlike 
all previous revolutions which could oqly result in one exploiting system 
replacing another. It was a source of great inspiration to the revolutionaries 
in all countries. For an these reasons the Cultural Revolution and Mao 
Tsetu ng earned the lasting and vicious abuse of all reactionaries and 
revisionists and for these same reasons the Cultural Revolution remains 
an indispensable part of the revolutionary legacy of the international 
communist movement. 

. Despite the tremendous victories of the Cultural Revolution the 
revisjonists in the Chinese party and state continued to maintain important 
positions and promoted lines and pollcies which did considerable harm 
to the still fragile efforts to rebuild a genuine -international communi t 
movement. The revisionists in China, who controlled to a large d r 
its diplomacy and the relations between the Chinese Communist r 
and other Marxist-Leninist parties, turned their backs on th r lutl • 
struggles of the proletariat and the oppressed poopl r tri 
subordinate these struggles to the state Interests of Chin . R tio1 
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de pots w r f Ir- ly lnb I n ~ "nnli-impcrlnllsls" and increasingly under 
the b nncr f 1 Id Id c l1 t1q 11 '\ Jf Inst ''hog monism" certain 
im ri Ii t I c "' of Ill Wt .. , r 1 hi ><, w1 r< portnyod 't intormodiate 

n 1 lti l h rr :· In lhl wur l f. i:v 11 durlrio lhl pulod many oft'h 
1 - 1111 ps • 1 h t I 1 111111 .. 1 pm II ' !' 1n1pp< rl I by th r 1vi lorrl t in th,.. 
I" "p; 11 lt , ht m 'In• :· ly tnll Ill I 011H ool"I l ; rrd v m ·uprJ r Jr 

lli ~l In i1111 .1 in ll. t adventures nnd war propm' t l orrc~ alrnod a t ,., 
s\ vi t Uni 11 1hich wa increasingly seen as tho "main onorny" in t ~ 

, 1 I r I . All th se tendencies blossomed fully with the coup d' ta in 
• 1111 Jn th r visionists' subsequent elaboration of the "Three Worfdr 

Th ry'' which they attempted to shove down the throats of the 
int rnat ional communist movement. The Marxist-Leninists have correctly 
refuted the revisionist slander that the "Three Worlds Theory" was put 
l rward by Mao Tsetung. However this is not enough. The criticism of the 
"Thee Worlds Theory" must be deepened by criticising the concepts 
underlying it, and the o~igins must be investigated. Here it is important to 
note that the revisionist usurpers had to publicly condemn Mao's closest 
comrades in arms tor opposing this counte_r-revolutionary theory. 

One of the . essential contradictions ·or features of the epoch of 
imperialism and the proletarian revolution is the c_ontradiction between 
socialist states and imperialist states. While at the present time this 
contradiction has been temporarily eliminated as a result of the revisionist 
transformation of a number of formerly socialist states, it is no less true 
that summing up the experience of the communist movement in handling 
this contradiction remains an important theoretical task, for it is inevitable 
that the proletariat will again find itself iri a position where one or a number 
of socialist states will be confronted with the existence of predatory 
imperialist enemies. 

In 1976 shortly after the death of Mao Tsetung the capitalist readers 
in China launched a vicious coup d'etat which · reversed the verdicts of 
the Cultural Revolution, overthrew the revolutionaries in the lead_ership 
of the CPC, instituted an all-round revisionist programme and capitulated 
to imperialism. 

This coup d'etat met with resistance from the revolutionaries in 
the Chinese Communist Party who have continued to struggle for a 
restoration of proletarian rule in that country. Internationally, revolutionary 
communists in many countries saw through the revisionist line of Hua 
Kuo-feng and Teng Hsiao-ping and criticised and exposed the capitalist 
roaders in China. This resistance, In China and Internationally, to the 
coup d'etat is a testimony to the farsighted revolutionary leadership of 
Mao Tsetung who tirelessly worked to arm the proletariat and the Marxist-
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r.ninists witl1 an appraisal of the class strug lo 11ndor th dicf;itornhip of 
. c proletariat and the possibility of o cnpllnllc·f r otornti Jn. Thn thnfJrfJtir,~ r 

I 'Jl'k done by the proletorlun hon ti 111ur ,, r ' '"'"' rl by M ; 1(J r ,(: I Jrl ' J, 
Is play d a major rolo ill oqulppl11~ Mnrxl1 1 .. 1 , rllril ' l ; with ;1 r,r, rrrv,t 
q i c. rstanding of th 11nlt1r of th co11trndlc:tlon lri <Jnl rtlh t ,,,r,1,ir1l 'f :1r rJ 
I , , ins an important olnboratlon of Mao ·r <•otunu •rt1(J I Jhf . rti l'; '''" fhr, 
• 

1 
, ist- ninl ·t movomonl ldoologlcally bottor proparod for lh'J 1r:.1r1ir, 
nts in 1976 than they were on the occasion of tho revi '-' ioni"t r.,r)urj in 
sovi t Union twenty years earlier, despite being forced to fa~I) hh 

t 13tion where there was no socialist country. 

Nevertheless it was Inevitable that the restoration of capitalism in 
country comprising one quarter of the world's population and the 
visionist capture of the Marxist-Leninist party that had been in the 
nguard of the international movement w~uld profoundly affect thE: world 
volutionary struggle and the Marxist-Leninis~ movement. Many parties 
eviously part of the international communist movement embraced the 
visionists in China and their "Three Worlds Theory", and totally 
andoned revolutionary struggle. As a result of this these parties spread 
me demoralisation and, on the other hand, lost the confidence of the 
volutionary e.lements and have undergone ·a great crisis or collapsed 
tirely. Even among s9me other. Marxist-Leninist force.s that refused to 
llow the leadership of the Chinese revisi<::mists, the loss in China led to 
moralisation and the· putting. lrito questi9n· of Marxism-Leninism-Mao 
etung Thought This .tendency was .·further exacerbated when Enver 

oxha and the PLA launched an ,~11 . out attack on Ma~.Tsetung Thought. 
. . . 

While a certain_ crisis wa$ to be " expec~ed ·in the international 
mmunist move~ent tallowing .the coup.-d'etat in ·China, the depth ot 
is crisis and the .diffi,culty_in putting an end to it indicated that revisionism 
different form~ was already strong in the Marxist-Leninist movement 
1976. The Marxist-L~ninists must continue tc;> carry out investigation 
d study into the roots of revisionism, in ~oth the more recent period 
d in previous periods in the international movement, and continue to 

age struggle against the continuing revisionist influence while continuing 
uphold and bu,ild upon the basic principles forged in the revolutionary 
vances made by the international proletariat and the communist 
vement throughout its history . . 

The Tasks of Revolutionary Communists 
The task of revolutionary communists in all countries is to ha t n 

development of the world revolution - ttie overthrow of imp ri Ii m 
d reaction by the proletariat and the revolutionary ma s ; th 
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establ ishment of tho dictator hip of tho prolotmlat In accordance with 
the necessary stag nnd olllnn r. In llff ront countrlos; and the strugr fl) 
to eliminat II th mntc r lnl nmt id olou lcul vur 11 on of oxrlolting oci~ 1'1 
and thu a hi v I l ! 1 ll !''' !'oclc ty, oommu11i rn , lhrou~houl th Vl(JrltJ , 
Fir t and f r m st co11111111nlst1 rntJ!' t ro rnornbor und act In ac,cCJr J:Jnr ~') 
with th( ir r n: n f r Ing, othorwlso thoy aro of no uso to tho ' ' 1ofuti,.., 11 

l nd , r , d . ncrnte into obstacles In its path. 

perience has shown that proletarian revolution can onfy r,t:. 
hi ved and carried forward by a genuine proletarian party based u 

the science of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung Thought, constructed on 
Leninist lines, capable of attracting and training the best revolutionary 
elements among the proletariat and other sections of the masses. Today 
there is no such party in most countries in the world and even where 
such parties exist they are generally not ideologically or organizationally 
strong enough to meet the requirements and the opportunities of the 
coming period. For these reasons the establishment and strengthening . 
of genuine Marxist-Leninist parties is a vital task for the entire international 
communist movement. 

In countries where no Marxist-Leninist party exists the immediate 
task facing the revolutionary communists there is to form such a party 
with the aid of the international communist movement. The key to the 
establishment of the party is t_he development of a correct political line 
and programme, both as _ regards the particularities in a given country 
and the overall world situation. The Marxist-Leninist party must be built 
in close relationship with carrying out revolutionary work among the 
masses, implementing a revolutionary mass line, and, in particular, 
addressing and resolving the pressing political questions V'hich must be 
resolved in order for the revolutionary movement to advance. If this is 
not done the task of party building can becor:ne steriie, · divorc~d from 
revolutionary practice and lead nowhere. On the other· hand it is just as 
wrong to make the formation of the party dependent upon the rallying of 
a certain number of members . or to insist that a certain quantitative 
influence among the masses be achieved before the party's formation. 
In most cases when the party is first formed, it will be composed of a 
relatively small number of members; in any event, the task of rallying the 
revolutionary elements to the party's banner and deepening the influence 
of the party among the proletariat and masses is a constant task. 

The Marxist-Leninist party must be built and strengthened in th 
course of waging an active ideological struggle against bourgeois and 
petit-bourgeois Influences In Its ranks. In· building the vanguard party, 
Marxist-Lenlnists should learn from the experience of the Cultural 
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'ut·, 011 throu h which Mao fought lo In uro tho party's pro1etarian 
~e\fO . 

ra t r and v n uard rol . Mno' undorut tndlng of tho two·1lne struggle 
: ,~,<:.~'" rt 1, hi cri\l "1 1 nl of rronoout· ldon~ of "u rnonollthlc party" and 

.: l ff\ ,ha ' is nth n od for tho ldco1oglcnl romou1dlng of party rn rnb r 
·, k,h i th bu le concept of the vanguard party devo1opod by Lon in. It 
. ii , "'rt ant to create a political situation in which there are both centrali" rn 
, d rnocracy, both d\scipHne arid freedom, both unity of will and 
rsonal ease of mind and liveHness. 

Without being guided by revolutionary theory, practice gropes in 

1 
e dark. The Marxist-Leninist parties, and the international communist 
0vernent as a whole, must deepen their grasp of revolutionary theory 

i the course of making a concrete analysis of concrete conditions in 
society and the world. Marxist-L~ninists must .not abandon the field of 
1nalysis of new phenomena to others · and ·must actively wage the 
eoretical struggle concerning all the vital problems ~nd questions of 

iebate in the revolutionary movement and society as a whole. 

The Marxist-Leninist party must be built and organised with the 
rundamental objective of seizing power firmly in mind and undertake the 
task of -preparing itself and ihe proletariat and rev9lu~ionary masses 
organizationally, politically and ideologically. As the Joint Co.mmunique 
of Autumn 1980 put it, "In short, communists_ are advocates of 
revolutionary warfare." This revolutio-nary war and other forms of 
revolutionary struggle must be carried qut as a key arena for training the 
revolutionary masses to be ca·pable of wielding p9litical power and 
transforming society. Even when conditions do not yet exist for the armed 
struggle of t~e masses, communists -must carry qut the necessary work 
in preparation for the emergence of such conditions. This principle has a 
whole series of implications f~r ~the Marxist-Leninist parties, regardless 
of the differences· in tasks a~d stages~ the revolution-will go through in 
different countries, including that the party', the backbone of which must 
be organised on an illegal basis, should be prepared to withstand the 
repression of the reactionaries who will.never peacefully tolerate for long 
a genuine revolutionary party. 

While engaging in, or preparing for, the armed struggle for power 
e Marxist .. Leninist party should utilise different forms of legal and/or 
en work. History has shown that such w.ork while important and 
metimes even critical in a given period, must be coupled with exposur 

f the class nature of bourgeois democracy and in no circumstanc 
&hould the communists drop their guard and fall to take th nee s • ry 
~easures to insure the continued ability 9f the party to carry ut 
evalutio':lary work when different legal possibilities di pp r. P t 
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experiences of handling th contrndlctlon botwoon utilising legal r 1 
open possibilities without follirn into I nuliflm and parllornontary er tin i" ,. 
should b umm d up md th nppr prlnl lo ·cwri ur'tWn. 

Ti rn r r lit ltn 1cvoh1llu11nry tm.;kn, lo propmo tho m;i '1', f11 ; • 
s i-ur or ~ w r, th' Morxl ~ t - Lonlniflt party muc•t bo nrrrrod wlH I 

r- ul'- 1 I / n i nr Ing communist pross, ovon though tho procn will h;N": 

diff r nt r I in relation to the tasks posed by the path of revolution in lhr. 
tw t 'P s of countries. The communist press must be neither petty anrJ 
narrow nor dry and dogmatic. It must strive to arm the class consciou) 
proletariat and others with an all-round view of society and the world, 
principally through analysis and political exposure following close on tho 
heel of events. 

The Marxist-Leninist party in every country must be built as a 
contingent of the international communist movement and must carry out 
its struggle as part of, and subordinate ·to, the worldwide struggle for 
communism. The party must educate its own ranks, the class conscious 
workers and the revolutionary masse_s in the spirit of proletarian 
internationalism, recognising that internationalism is not simply the 
support rendered of the proletariat iri one country to an.other but, more 
importantly, a reflection of the fact that" the proletariat !s a single class 
worldwide with a single class interest, faces a w~rld ~ystem of imperialism, 
and has the task of Ii.berating all pf huma_nity. 

Such interna_tionalist -educ'atiorf and propaganda is . an 
indispensable part of preparing the pa·rty and · prol~tariat to continue to 
carry the revol~tion forward after political power has been achieved in a 
given country. The achievement of political power, and even the 
establishment of a socialist system. not based on exploitation, must be 
seen not as the end in itself but as one part of a long transition period full 
of twists and turns and inevitable setbacks as well as advances until the 
goal of worldwide communism has been achieved. 

Tasks in the Colonial, Semi (or Neo) Colonial Countries 
I . . 

The colonial (or neo-colonial) countries subjugated by imperialism 
have constituted the main arena of the worldwide struggle of the 
proletariat in the period since World War II and up until the present day. 
In this period a great deal of experience has been achieved in waging 
revolutionary struggle, including revolutionary warfare. Imperialism has 
been handed extremely serious defeats and the proletariat has won 
imposing victories including the establishment of socialist countries. At 
the same time the communist movement has obtained bitter experience 
where the revolutionary masses In these countries have waged heroic 
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'e 
including wars of national liberation, which have not led to the 

strugg , d 't ,,. b t h 
stab\i \1in n\ of 1 oll\I , .. 1l pow r \ y tho prol t rlut , n 1 s a 1e,s u w. ere 

tli fruit f \I' vi'\ ri s of \ll I oop' huvo b n pick d by new explo1te~s 
u u, \\ , in \ nl u wl\h n or 'ln l~' r lrnp ri ' U t pow r( ), ~II of this 
~I' , ,' u1a\ \h Int 1 nnllonu\ con11Tiunl~t movomont ha(; u v ry !rnport~nt 
t '\~K t rill al\y ~ un1 up the several decades of exp >rl nc m waqing 
· v "\uti n in these kinds of countries. 

Tl1e point of reference for elaborating revolutionary strategy and tac:. ic" 
in the colonial, semi (or neo) co,onial countries remains the theory develop=>~ 
by Mao Tsetung in the long years of revolutionary warfare in China. 

The target of the revolution . in countries of this kind is foreign 
imperia,isrn and the comprador-bur~aucrat bourgeoisie and feudals, 
which are classes closely \inked to and dependent on imperialism. In 
these countries the revolution will pass through two stages: a first, new 
democratic revolution which leads directly· to .the second, socialist 
revo,ution. The character, target and tasks of the first stage of the 
revo,ution enables and requires the p·roletariat to form a broad united 
front of al\ c'asses and strata that can be won_ to support the new 
democratic programme. It must do so, however, on-the basis of developing 
and strengthening the independent forces_of the proletariat, including in 
the appropriate conditions its own armed :forces and establishing the 
hegemony of the proletariat among the other' sections of the revolutionary 
masses, especia\ly the poor p~asa.nts.'the _cornerstc)ne of this alliance 
is the worker-peasant alliance ~·and .· the carrying out of the agrarian 
revolution (i.e. the struggle ag~inst . semi;-~eudal exploitation in the 
countryside and/or.the fulfillment of the slogan "land to the tiller") occupies 
a central part of the new d~mocratic progra.mme.· · 

In these countries the exploitation of the proletariat and the masses 
is severe, the outrages of imperialist domination constant, and the ruling 
classes usually exercise their dictatorship nakedly and brutally and even 
when they utilise the bourgeois-.democratic or parliamentary form their 
dictatorship is only very thinly veiled. This situation leads to frequent 
revolutionary struggles on the part of the proletariat, the peasants and 
other sections of the masses which often take the form of armed struggle .. 
For all these· reasons, including the lopsided and distorted development 
in these countries which often makes it difficult for the reactionary clas · 
to maintain stable rule and to consolidate their power throughout th 
state, it is often the case that the revolution takes the form of pro tr t 
revolutionary warfare in which the revolutionary force r bl to 
establish base areas of one type or another In the countrysid nd c rry 

Lout the basic strategy of surrounding the city by the countrysid . 
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The key to arry in out n n w domocrntlc revolution Is th 
indep nd nt r I f th 1 rt It trn Int m1 It tblllty, through its Marxi t­
L nini t 1 Grt t t !'lnl Ii i h lln IH m mony In th r volutlormry truggr . 

, p ri 11 l Im shown Hl nl11 n11d nnnln tll 'll VCH I Wh n a OCfi(Jn Of fh') 
nati nal l ur~ I. h jolm tho r volutlonary rnovom mt, It wi ll n<J ar rJ 
~ l nm t ll nd n n 'W domocmtlc rovolutlon, to say nothing of er rryinq thi, 
rl'v luti n tll rough to completion . Similarly, history demon trato1 ~ ,, 
bl n~ruptcy of an "anti-imperialist front" (or similar "revolutionary frr)n .. ; 
wlli 11 is not led by a Marxist-Leninist party, even when such a front 0r 

torces within it adopt a "M?rxist" (actually pseudo-Marxist} colouration. 
While such revolutionary formations have led heroic struggles and even 
delivered powerful blows to the imperialists they have been proven to be 
ideologically and organisationally incapable of resisting imperialist and 
bourgeois influences. Even where such forces have seized power they 
have been incapable of carrying through a thoroughgoing revolutionary 
transformation of society and end up, sooner or later, being overthrown 
by the imperialists or themselves becoming a new reactionary ruling 
power in league with imperialists. 

In conditions when the ruling classes exercise their brutal or fascist 
dictatorship, the communist party can utilise the contradictions this gives 
rise to in favour of the new democratic revolution.and engage in temporary 
agreements. or alliances with other class forces. However, this can only 
be carried out successfully if _the_ party rnaintains its leadership, utilising 
such alliances within the overall and principal task of carrying the 
revolution to completion without making a strategic stage out of the 
struggle against dictatorship since the content of the anti-fascist struggle 
is nothing other than the content of the new democratic revolution. 

· The Marxist-Leninist party must arm the proletariat and the 
revolutionary masses not only with an understanding of the immediate 
task of carrying through the new democratic revolution and the role and 

· conflicting interests of different class forces, friend and foe alike, but 
also of the need to prepare the transition to the socialist revolution and 
of the ultimate goal of worldwide communism. 

For Marx·ist-Leninists it is a principle that the party must lead 
revolutionary warfare in such ·a way that it is a genuine war of the masses. 
The Marxist-Leninists must strive, even in the difficult circumstances of 
waging warfare, to carry out widespread political education and to raise 
the theoretical and ideological level of the masses. For this it is necessary 
to maintain and develop a regular communist press as well as to carry 
the revolution into the cultural sphere. 

The main deviation in the recent period in the colonial, semi (or 
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o) colonial countries has been and remains the tendency to deny or 
n gate this ba~lc orientation for the rovolutlonary movement in these 
1 ~ s of counlri : th negation of tho leodlng rolo of the proletari~t and 

t\~ ar, i ' l -L ninlsl pnrty; tho rojoctlon or opportunist porvor ion of 
'l' I ' ~ wnr; tl1 nb·1ndonment of bulldlng a unltod front, b' d upon 

' '" rl· r-µ nsant alliance and under the leadership of tho prolotariat 

This revisionist deviation has taken on in the past both a "left" and 
r penly right-wing form. The modern revisionists preached, especially 

the past, the "peaceful transition to socialism" and promoted the 
, adership of the bourgeoisie in the national liberation struggle. However 
!his openly capitulationist, right-wing revisionism always corresponded with, 
and has become increasingly intermjngled with, a. kind of "left" armed 
revisionism, promoted at times by the CL:tban leadership and others, which 
separated the armed .struggle from the masses and preached a line of 
combining revolutionary stages into one single "socialist" revolution, which 
in fact meant appealing to the workers on the narrowest of bases and 
negating the necessity of the working class to lead the peasantry and 
others in thoroughly eliminating imperialism and the backward and distorted 
economic ana social relations that foreign c~pital thrives on and reinforces. 
Today this form of revisionism is . one of the major planks of the social­
irnperialist attempt to penetr~te and control . national libera~ion struggles. 

, . 
In order for the revolutionary_ mov~ment- in. the colonial, semi (or 

neo) colonial countries to develop in a .correct direction . it is riecessary 
for the Marxist-Lenini~ts to ·continue to step._ up the struggle ·against the 
revisionists in all their forms anq to uphold the· work .of Mao Tsetung as 
an indispensable theoretical basis .. for further analysing the concrete 
con-ditions in different countries of this type and developing the appropriate 
political line. · · · · -

• I 

At the same time it is necessary to 'ake note of other, secondary, 
deviations that have appeare9 amongst the genuine revolutionary forces 
who have strived to carry out a revolutionary line in the colonial and 
dependent countries. First of all it must be noted ttiat the countries 
comprising the oppressed nations of Africa, Asia and Latin America are 
not a monolithic bloc and have considerable differences in relation to 
their class composition, the form of imperialist domination ·and their 
PQsition vis a vis the world situation as a whole. Tendencies· to fail to 
~arry out a thorough and scientific study of these problems, to 
rnechanically c.opy the previous experience of the international proletariat 
or to fail to take notice of changes In the international situation and in 
Particular countries can only harm the cause of the revolution and w ak n 
the Marxist-Leninist forces. . 
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In the 1960s and early 1970s Marxist-Leninist forces in a great 
many countries, undor tho lnfluonco of tho Cultural Revolution in China 
and as part of the g n ml wor luwltfo rovolutlormry upsurgo, joined with 
sections of th mas ~' s In wnolnu mmou rovolutlormry warfaro. In :\ 
numb r of untr I'~ tho Mnrxlut- nlnlut f·oroo woro 'tblo to r;1lly 
consid rn lo ' lion of tho population to tho rovolutiormry b;mnt1( :J r rJ 
maintnin th Mm I t-Lcmlnlst party and armed forcos of tho rn::,, ~ ~, ,, 
d pit th savage counter-revolutionary repression. It was lno 1it'Jth! 
th t th se early attempts at building new, Marxist-Leninist parties anrJ 
th launching of armed struggle would be marked by a certain 
primitiveness and that ideological and political weaknesses would 
manifest themselves, and it is, of course, not surprising that the 
imperialists and revisionists would seize upon these errors and 
weaknesses to condemn the revolutionaries as "ultra-leftists" or worse. 
Nevertheless these experiences must, in general, be upheld as an 
important part of the legacy of the Marxist~Leninist movement which 
helped lay the basis for further advances. , .. 

In the oppressed countries of Asia, Africa and Latin America a 
co.ntinuous revolutionary situation generally,exists. But it is important to 
understand this correctly: the revolutionary situation does not follow a 
straight line; it has its ebbs and flows. The· communist parties should 
keep this dynamic in mind. They should not.fall intQ. one-siden~ss in the 
form of asserting that the commencement and-the fin,ai victory of people's 
war depends totally on the subjective factor (the communist) 1 a -view 
often associated with "Liri Piaoism". Although at air times some form of 
armed struggle is generally both desirable and ~ecessary to carry out 
the tasks of class struggle . in these ~ouniries, during certain- periods 
armed struggle may be the principal form of struggle and- at other times 
it may not be. 

. . 

When the revolutionary situation is ebbing, the communist parties 
should determine appropriate tactics and not fall into rash and impatient 
advances. In such situations, political and organisational pr~parations 
necessary to carry out protracted people's war should by no means be 
neglected and forms of struggle and organisation suitable for the concrete 
conditions should be determined in order to hasten. the development of 
the revolution while awaiting favourable .conditions for further advance. It 
is necessary to combat any erroneous view which would postpone the 
commencement of armed struggle or the utilisation of any form of armed 
struggle until conditions become favourable for revolutionary. warfare 
throughout the country. This view negates the uneven development of 
revolution and revolutionary situations In these countries, in opposition to 
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~~ao's statement, "A single spark can start a prairie fire." It. is also important 
to note that the overall international situation has an influence on the 
r volution in a particular country; not taking this Into acco~nt leaves_ the 
M r i t -L nini "l unpropnrod to solzo tho opportunity when the 
Ii v luti n'- r ' pr ce "S is hastened by the developmonts on tho world scale. 

day cs the danger of a new imperialist war is rapidly devoloping., 
r/ist-Leninist parties and organisations in the neocolonial coun1ries 

r Isa confronted with the urgent task of devoting attention to the 
~t ruggle against imperialist war. Communists must take into account the 
possibility that many of these countri~s may be dragged into the imperialist 
war according to the position these countries have in relation to the 
different imperialist blocs. Comml:Jnist parties must consider the various 
concrete situations that might arise in the midst of such an imperialist 
war and develop their thinking in relation to these situations. Give~ the 
objective conditions in thes~ c·ountries the masses :are generally less 
aware of the danger and consequences ,of an imperialist war and the 
Marxist-Leninists must educate t.hem ... lri 'the event of an imperialist war 
the most important task of.the Marxist-Leninists is to utilise the favourable 
opportunities throw.n up by ~uch a . war to .intensify the revolutionary 
struggle and turn the Imperialist.' war-into a· revolutionary war against 
imperialism and reaction. · · ·· · · · · · ·. · - · · · · · ·. · 

. ·~ . , 

The Joint Communiqu;e. gi Autum.r( {~·ao pointed out: 
.- . ,. - ' . . . : . 

There is an undeniable tendency .for ·impe·rlallsm . to introduce 
significant elements of capitalrst relation-s in the countries it dominates. 
In certain dependent countries capitalist' development has gone so far 
that it is not correct to characterize them.as semifeudal. It is better to caJI 
them predominantly capitalist everi·while important elements or remnants 
of feudal or semi-feudal · production relations and their reflection in the 
superstructure may still exist. · 

In such countries a concrete analysis must be made of these 
conditio·ns and appropr'iate conclusions concerning the path, tasks, 
character and alignment of class forces must, be drawn. In all events, 
foreign imperialism remains a target of the revolution. 

The analysis of the implications of the increased introduction of 
capitalist relations in the countries dominated by imperialism, as well as 
the specific case of those oppressed countries which can correctly b 
termed "predominantly capitalist," remains an important task tor th 
international movement. Nevertheless some Important conclu i n n 
be drawn today .. 
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The view that the combination of formal political independence 
and the introduction of wld prond cnpitollst relations has eliminated 
the need for a n w d mocrntl , r volutlon In mont or many of the formtJr 
direct colonl I wron. und tinng ro m. Thia vlow, prornotod by variou t\ 
Trotskyit . o lal-d mocml'1 and potlt -bourgool~ crltlco of rovolutl(Jnar I 
Mar. i m. h Id that tl1 re Is no qualitative distinction botwoon lrnp ri fir·m 
and th nations oppressed by It, thus eliminating at a slnglo tr "' 
n f th most important features of the imperialist epoch. 

In fact imperialism continues to be a fetter on the productive force .. 
in the countries it exploits. The capitalist "development" which it undeniably 
introduces to greater or lesser degrees does not lead to an articulated, 
national market and a "classical" capitalist economic system but to an 
extremely lopsided development dependent on and in the interests of 
foreign capital. 

Even in the predominantly capitalist oppressed countries foreign 
imperialism along with its domestic props remain the principal target of 
the revolution in its first stage. While the path of the revolution in these 
countries will often be considerably different ~han those in which semi­
feudal relations prevail, it is still necessary, i_n general, for the revolution 
to pass through a democratic, anti-imperialist stage before the socialist 
revolution can be begun. 

The relative weight of the cities in relation to the cot,mtryside, both 
politically and militarily, is an extremely important question that is posed 
by the increased capitalist development of. some oppressed countries. 
In some of these countries it is c6rrecno begin the armed struggle by 
launching insurrections in fhe city and not to :follow the model of 
surrounding the cities by the· countryside. Moreover, even in countries 
where the path of revolution is that of surrounding the city by the 
countryside, situations in which a mass upheaval leads to uprisings and · 
insurrections in the cities can occur and the party should be prepared to 
utilise such situations within its overall strategy. However in both these 
situations, the party's ability to mobilise the peasants to take part in the 
revolution under proletarian leadership is critical to its success. 

Due to the establishment of a central s·tate structure prior to the 
process of capitalist development, semi (or neo) colonial countries. in 
the mai9, have multi-national social formations within them, in a large 
number of cas~s these states have been created by the imperialists 
themselves. Furthermore, the borders of these states have been 
determined as a consequence' of. Imperialist occupations and 
machinations. Thus it is generally the case that within the state borders 
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ntries oppressed by imperialism, oppressed nations, national 
ol cou · I th t' I ·nequality nd ruthl nation I 01 pres Ion exist n our era, e ~a 1ona 
1

11 
ti n h L\ • d l b r\ 11 llllOrllUI quoctlon Of Singlo COUntrl0S ~nd 

Q ~ _ -- 111 ~ ub rd in ·\\ ' to th gonorul question of tho world proletarian 
1~~l lu ti n, h 'n - it ~ thoroughgoing resolution has becorne direc11y 
\ 11 ] nt nth struggle against imperia\ism. Within this context Marxist­

' l nini t sl1ould uphold the right of seH-determination of oppressed 
1 

tion in the n1ultinational semi-colonial states. . 
' I . 

Thus it can be said that the Marxist-Leninists in the colonial and 
ea-colonial countries confront a double task on the ideologic~I and 
olitical front. They must, on the one hand,.continue to defend and uphold 

the basic teachings of Mao concerning the . character and path of the 
revolution in those types of countries, as.well as defending and building 
upon the revolutionary attempts that (~o paraphrase Lenin) accompanied 
the "mad years" of the 1960s. At the .same time, ~he revolutionary 
communists must apply· the critical Marx~st spirit -to ·analysing both past 
experience as well as the c~r~e~~ situation "anq d~ve~opments that affect 
the course of the revolution in these cou.nt~ies. _ .. -. 

. . . . 

The -l~p~rialist- Cquntries "·_- · . . 
- . . . , . . 

As the Joint C~mmuniq-µe_ polrited.-but~ in the imperi~iist countries 
1he October Revolution rem-~ins-the basic point of refe·r~nce for Marxist­
Leninist strategy and tactics." lt _is··n~«~e.ss·ary ta -·reaffirm and deepen this 
point because the basic Leninist ·prilic_iples_-:regarding the preparation for 
and waging of the proletaiia~ reyoiution ill the"imp¢ri.alist co·untries have 
long been buried under an avala_nche .of revisionist distortion. 

Lenin correctly· stresse~·; the. - ne.ed· for communists to develop an 
all-round pol_it!car mbv~rrfr~ri,t _qf 'it\.~ ' .. w.o_rkers ·.;_cap~ble ~ when' _condit~ns . 
ripen, of leading_- the revolutio~ary . forc.e~ ili :-.society 'in an insurrection , 
aimed against the reactionary: state power. He correctly pointed out that 
such a revolutionary ·movement could riot grow spontaneously out of the 
day-to-day economic struggles of the workers and that, further, these 
struggles were not the most important arena of revolutionary work. He 
argued that the revolutionaries must "divert" the spontaneous movement 
of the masses away from a narrow struggle over the conditions and sale 
of labour power. In order to do ~his it . is necessa.ry to bring political 
consciousness to the workers from "outside" their immediate experlen , 
~bove all through political exposure and analysis of all the major v o. 
1n society in every sphere: political, cultural, scientific, etc. Only in th1 
Way could a class conscious sector of the prol t rl t b f ran d "' 
Conscious of its revolutionary tasks and of the natur nd rol of II th 
0ther class forces in s9clety. 
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Lenin emphasized too that as crucial as agitation and propaganda 
are, they are not enough. Only through class struggle, especially political 
and revolutionary struggl , ~uu ld tho muf•sos fully dovelop their 
revolutionary on. lousn s~ nnd flnlltlng ouµuulty. In thlc way, and 
together with th 'lll·r 1111d worl\ of tho c.:ornrnunlsto, tho rriu so I arn 
through th Ir own ' p 'rl nco nnd aro oducntod In tho furnuco of' cl~ 
stru I . 

Far from preaching the "monolithic unity of the working clas , " 
L nin demonstrated that imperialism inevitably leads to a "shift in class 
relations," to a split in the working class in the imperialist countries 
between the oppressed and exploited proletariat and an upper section 
of the workers benefiting from and in l~ague with the imperialist 
bourgeoisie. 

Lenin was also the vigorous opponent of all those who, in one 
form or another, sought to identify the interests of the proletariat with 
that of "its own" imperialist bourgeoisie. He vigorously fought for a line of 
revolutionary defeatism in relation to imperialist war and ·consistently 
upheld the banner of proletarian internationalism in opposition to the 
tattered "national flag" of the bourgeoisie.· · 

Lenin also analysed tha_t the. PO?Si.bility)or. making revolution in 
the capitalist countries was linked to the deyelop~ent ·of revolutionary 
situations which appe~r infrequently (n these· co_untries. but which 
concentrate the fundamental cohfradictidns :ofcapitalism .. He analysed 
the error of the Second International of.banking everything on the gradual 
and p~aceful accumulatio11 of socialist influence.among the masses and 
argued instead that the task of cornr11unists~ in.r~lative!y 'peaceful" times 
was· to prepare for the exception~! riiom'ents in hi~tory when revolutionary 
transformations in these types of countries are' possible ariq when the 
activities of the revolutionaries mark the society ~nd the· V1orld for 
"decades to come." 

Despite the clarity of Lenin on these subjects, and their centrality 
to the overall body of scientific socialist theory, the Leninists have quite 
often chosen to ignore it · · 

Early in the history of the Third International, in certain Communist 
Parties, erroneous conceptions· of "mass parties" in non-revolutionary 
situations and economist deviations appeared. These tendenCies grew 
in strength and became articles of. faith in the com·munist movement. 
along with other wrong and extremely dangerous tendencies to champion 
bourgeois national interests in the imperialist countries. 
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Unfor \\ ml1\ \y, th r 1plur wi th rnod rn rovislonism during the 
;i . 'f-i't s n tab\y In um1 \ t <· µ chlly ro r- rding tho stra.!egy and 
•11. '-"I l l mmunls\1; In ti' ltnp rlnli ' l countrlo . Whll th poaceful 
_, · w., ,~ 1 c)c t 'd and crlllcl ~ od und tho nood for ~ n ovontual arrnod 
.d1 n 1 o nc a\ d, little oftort was given to summing up th hi"tCJrical 
..- l i r vi ionism in the communist movement in the capi1alist coun1ri ,.. 
: in g nera\, the Marxist-Leninist forces adopted a course of work 
; d more upon the negative experiences of some of the Communist 
ies during the 1930s than on the "October Road" forged under Lenin's 

. 'ership. 

In most imperia\ist countries during this period, a significant section 
ew-born revolutionary forces took wrong turns into policies of 

. ~ nturism or left sectarianism. But especially as time wore on, the 
·Marxist-Leninist parties and organisations generally adopted a line 
-naking the centre . of their work concentrating on the day-to-day 

. ggles of the workers and battling withthe revjsionists and bourgeois 
e union officials for the leadership of tt~ese struggles. This worship of 

· average worker" and the preoccupatipn_ with the economic struggle 
·to little in terms of actually winning w,or~ers ,to a revolutionary position 
·to the Marxist-Leninist parties but .. did ·unfortunately have a corrosive 
~ct on the Marxist-Leninist parties themselves and on their members. 
~~ economist line dominating the Marxist~Leninist movement in these 
ntries stood .in sharp contrast to-the. very .revolutionary principles on 

_..h it was founded. The young militants· who made up the bulk of these 
iies joined them because they wanted to contribute to the worldwide 
jlutionary process, because they wanted to struggle for cornmul')ism. 

f ~ desire to spread the revolutionary movement of the 1960s to the 
etariat and to merge with the. workers, inspired to no small degree by 
experience of the ·revolutionary youth in the Cultur~l Revolution, was 
werful an~ correct revolutionary sentiment which, however, became 

ed and distorted under the influence of economism. As the worldwide 
olutionary upsurge receded, .the Marxist-Leninist parties and 
anisations tended to move further and further to the right in an effort 
)btain a mass following on a non-revolutionary basis. The members 
,1ese organisations saw less and less connection with the preparation 
r~volution and the tasks they -were actually pursuing. The results f 
were distortion, demoralisation .and the strengthening of opportunism. 

All of this was further compounded by confusion m n th 
tXist-Leninists regarding the "national tasks" (or n1or pr cl ly. th 
1of them) in the imperialist countries. As was pointed out, th pol mies 
e Chinese Com111unist Party contained serious errors In this r g rd, 
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errors which wer incorporntod by the Mmxist-Lenlnist movement. Tho 
correct, int rnntlonali t d nlro to flgllt ugolnst US Imperialism (correctly 
singled ut n th mnln bn•·tlun of world ruuotlon ut that time) Increasingly 
min I d with t' µr omotlon of tho nutlorml lntorootc of tho Imperialist tat'l1 
in far n, th y nm Into contmdlctlon with tho US uncJ (o poclally fmrn 
th arly 1970s on) with the Soviet Union. Increasingly wrong po"it·ir n, 
w r tnk n by a great many Marxist-Leninist parties concerning "'~ 
affairs, positions which went against internationalism and objecti'l') I~ 
aligned the positions of these parties on these issues with imperialht 
war preparations and counter-revolutionary suppression. As pointed out 
earlier, some Marxist-Leninist parties in the imperialist countries had 
already adopted a thoroughly social-chauvinist line even before the coup 
d'etat in China in 1976. 

These two serious and related errors, economism and social­
chauvinism (including the embryonic revisionist "Three Worlds Theory"), 
were the main subjective factors that contributed to the virtual collapse 
in Europe of the Marxist-Leninist movement following the coup d'etat in 
China. The communists in the advanced capitalist countries must give 
great emphasis to the struggle against the influence of these deviations 
in building and strengthening ge.ni.Jine Marxist-Leninist parties. 

As. the Marxist-Leninist moveme-nt flo1:1ndered in most of the 
advanced capitalist countries some sections of t~e revolutionary youth 
attempted to find a "new ideology" a'nd a different path. The attraction of 
anarchism and other fo.rms_ of _p.etit-bourgeois radicalism for significant 
sections of the revolutionary youth reflected a desire to bring about 
revolutionary change. Neverthe!ess these forces are incapable of playing 
a fully revolutionary ·role insofar as ·t.hey. iack_ the o_n.l{thoroughly 
revolutionary ideology,· Marxism. fn sam·e countries small numbers of 
people have turned to terrorism, an ideology arid political line which does 
not rely on the revolutionary ·masses and has no correct perspective of a 
revolutionary overthrow of imperialism. While·these terrorist movements 
like to appear very "~evolutionary," they have also incorporated, more 
often than not, a whole series of revisionist and reformist deviations such 
as "the liberation struggle'' in imperialist countries, the defence of the 
imperialist Soviet Union, and so forth. These movements . share with 
economism the fundamental failure to grasp the centrality of raising the 
political consciousness of the masses and leading them in political 
str~ggle, as preparation for revolution. 

While the "excavating" of basic Leninist principles is the starting 
point for the elaboration of a revolutionary line In the imperialist countries, 
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it i sti\\ only a beginning. The irnporialisl countries of tod~y diff~r .in 
in" rtan\ r p t ~ from turn-of-\110-c ntury Ruccja and other 1~~ertahst 

untri \ Ur:\\ tlm nrnJ 1 qr 'll d r l of 'Xporlonce (pos1t1ve a.nd 
\iv in \1 ylnq t uull :i , 1 ~volullunnry rnov rnoot In the e countries 

n , , umula\ ':i " Ince tho Globor J 'Voluli r1. 

11 1 oc s of imperialist development ha~ lod to v nurnb< r of 

1 t n\ changes in these countries - including the virtual elirnina ivr 
f , p santry in some of them, the rapid growth of new sections of h 

tit bourgeoisie, and so forth.The most important development, hoN~1er 
is tile greatly increased parasitism of the imperialist states based on he 
plunder of the oppressed nations, and a further polarisation of the working 
class that goes along with it. 

There is in the imperialist countries a large, well entrenched and 
influential labour aristocracy which benefits from imperialism and willingly 
serves its interests. Imperialism sharpens the contradiction between these 
workers and a significant strata of the working class [including its industrial 
reserve army - the unemployed) who are impov~rished and who desire 
and are inclined to fight for a radical change~ In the principal Western 
imperialist states this lower section .of ·the working _class is composed in 
no small measure of immigraDt worker~ f~om . the dominated countries 
as well as, in some case.s, natio_nal · ~incirities and oppressed nations 
from within t he imperialist ·states themselv_es. _lt ·is this lower section of 
the working class .that. i$· the fTiqSt i_niport~11~ ~lement of th~ social base 
of the party of the proletariat in· the imp~riali.st-cou-nfries. 

. . . . . . . ~ .. ,, . . 

In between these two sections of the workers there is a large 
number, sometimes even a majority, of'.workers who, ~hi.le not benefitting 
from imperialism. in the .manner. qf.the .labour, aristocracy, have been 
greatly influenced. by a long-, period ·o.f:re_l?tive -pr°c>'sperity and who are 
not, in ordinary times~ in a revolutionary mood . ."Jhe fight for the allegiance 
of the broad ma~ses of these workers as they are propelled into motion 
by deepening .crisis and especially· as a revolutionary situation develops, 
will be an important ele111ent in the struggle between the revolutionary, 
class conscious proletarians led by the Marxist .. Leninist party and the 
reactionary labour aristocracy and its political expressions. While not 
neglecting to carry out work among the bourgeoisified sections of the 
working class the Marxist-Leninist party In the imperialist countries should 
principally base its work on the most potentially revolutionary s ti n 
of the workers. 

It is not possible to build the revolutionary movem d It l 
victory without paying attention to the battles for d ily f th 
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working class and masses of other strata. While the party must not direc1 
its own or the messe ' attention mainly lo such struggle nor foster lh'! 
dissipation of it own nnd tlH lll'W''on) forc;os anti onorgios on th0r , 
neither can th µnr ty full to do wud~ in rolutlon to thorn. Lo'tdin oc<JnrJrr ;,, 
strug I is n t th samo thing U<' oc;onornit•m. ·r'ho prolotarir.n µ~r 1 1 
should tnl, th 'Se struggles, especially thoso with tho potontir:JI tr, r ,, 
b / nd nventional bounds, seriously into account. Thi rfl''~ n ·, 

ndu ting work in relation to these struggles in such a way as to facil it;;;,fr! 
th moving of the masses to revolutionary positions, especially a h r! 

conditions for revolution ripen. 

The Marxist-Leninist party must strive to carry out Lenin's call to 
turn the factories into fortresses of communism. This is not only an 
important political question for the preparation of the. revolution but also 
has important implications for the armed insurrection of the proletariat. 

Unless the Marxist-Leninist parties in the imperialist countries strike 
deep roots among the revolutionary. masses through evolving and 
implementing a revolutionwy mass line, then efforts to utilise revolufionar1 
situations will be seriously weakened. In au.this the tactics and style of 
work developed by the Bolshevik Party and summed up by Lenin still 
remain the basic guideline. However, in 9rder.to develop a revolutionary 
mass line and style of work, Marxist-Leninists in the . ifllp~rialist countries 
must put aside conventional wisdom about 'proper"· fc;m:ns of struggle 
and organisation and all such dogmas, analys.e the specific characteristics 
of contemporary imperialism and the nat'ure. 9f struggles being waged 
by the masses and seek out favourable· new grounds .for revolutionary 
practice and develop new forms of str.u'ggle and .. mass: P.tganisations. 

As Lenin so vividly expressed it/th~ c~iilmun·i~t icie.al.· .i·~hould not 
be a trade' union secretary, but a tribun'e of the peopie~_ii ' :. ~ · : 

The Marxist-Leninist party, while .principally basing itself on the 
most potentially revolutionary sections of the proletariat, must strive to 
carry· out revolutionary work among other sections of the population 
including elements of the petit'bourgeoisie. 

Another factor potentially very favourable to the proletarian 
revolution in more than a few of the imperialist countries is the existence 
of oppressed nations and national minorities within the bellies of these 
beasts. Often, as noted above, large numbers of proletarians from these 
nationalities form an important part of a single, multi-national proletariat 
there. But, in addition to this, there is also a broader national question 
involved, encompassing other classes and strata of these oppressed 
nationalities. Such situations have often given rise to sharp national 
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stru g\es witl1in these imperialist states, and if they are properly handled 
, th pr \ tnrlnn \ nrli · th ro, which should support s~ch struggles 

, n u h Id tl1 rl ht ot •· 'H-dulurinlnu l\on whoro nppl1ca~le , t~e~e 
~t i u991 ' , can I lny i ·ignlflcunt rolo In tho slruyylo to ovorthro'N 1mperiahst 
~, , t ~ -

In the countries of Eastern Europe Marxist-Leninists face the ta k 
f forn1ulating correct strategy and tactics for the socialist revolut ion, 

taking into account the domination of Soviet social-imperialism and the 
concrete tasks it poses without minimising or overlooking the central 
task of overthrowing the state power of their own bureaucratic 
bourgeoisie. 

The current developments toward world war and both the dangers 
and revolutionary opportunities that presents require that the Marxist­
Lenin ist parties in the imper.ialist countries place great importance on 
the question of world war and revolution. The Marxist-Leninist party must 
expose imperialist war pr_eparations and especially the interests and 
manoeuvres of its "own" imperialist ruling class. It must demonstrate to 
the masses that such a war flows from the very nature of capitalist 
exploitation and is a continuation of imperialist econo.mics and politics, 

• t ' • "I: ~ • 

and that only the advance of the ·world .revolution can stop the war in 
preparation and attack it~ source. The . qommunists must constantly 
struggle against every effort to .identify ·the . Interests of the proletariat 
with those of th.e imperialist bou·rgeoisie· ·and must train the class 
conscious proletariat and ·othe.rs to. see thr9ugh the bloody imperialist 
nature of the national flag. · 

The com.munists must build support among the masses for the 
anti-imperialist struggle of the oppressed peoples and nations, even 
where such struggles are not led by Marxist-Leninists. The party must 
consistently and concretely train the proletariat in.internationalism. 

The incr~ased dar:'ger of world war is now being felt sharply by 
the masses in the imperialist .countries and communists must pay great 
attention to the mass movements against war preparations and to 
addressing the questions posed by these m·ovements. The Marxist­
Len in ist party must support the revolutionary elements in these 
movements and strive to win them to its ranks. The party must unite with 
the anti-war sentiments of the masses while at the same time combatting 
illus ions that a "peace movement" can stop the imperialist war n 
especially the national chauvinist views that seek to avoid th d .. t ti 'll 
of war for one imperialist nation or another at the oxp n f th r ·t 
the world. 
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Wl1 ile unitin with th nm in struggle against imperialist w r 
preparation th Mm I t-L ' ll lnl! t pur ty CJ l1 uld not put forward or uppor 
deman f r "nu I '" Ir 1 7 n ' !'", 111111 ry notloric; of 1boll hin imp' ri I i ~' 
I l111d ~ f 1th in lht im1 ( 1 inll! I c.:ounlri n. f·v m In lh lo r!nr, nr . 

nu I n1 , t '' . 111 'otn1rnmi1·t<· nu1 11I c.:onc tm1tly ci lr to Ht' rn .. M ·rr 

that impL 1 iali. in 1 ' Cd world war, that oll lmpori · list rul in cl' ,. 'J" :,r 1 

ir , 1l i . t t d in 1 ~µming this crime against humanity, and that tht:l A i I/ 
rc\l I luti 11 Ii in revolution and not in illusory, and ultimately roactio~ ar /. 

f 1 t t wards "neutrality." 

The Marxist-Leninist party must prepare itself and the revolutiona I/ 
proletariat so that if revolution is not able to prevent the world war it is in 
the best position to take advantage of the weakness of the imperialists 
to build on the inevitable widespread hatred of war and direct it agains 
the imperialists themselves and strive to turn the imperialist war into a 
civil war. The revolutionary defeatist position must be adopted by the 
Marxist-Leninists in all the imperialist countries. In the imperialist countries 
the communist press plays· a particularly important role in the preparation 
of the proletarian revolution. The press must be built as the collective 
propagandist, agitator and organiser of the party. 

The Marxist-Leninists in the advanced capitalist countries face 
the task of continuing to combat the pernicious influence of revisionism 
and reformism in their ra.nks. The key to doing this remains the.fight for 
principles developed by Lenin in the course of preparing and leading the 
October Revolution. At the same time the Marxist-Leninists must sum 
up past experience, fight against dogmatism, be firrn in principle and 
flexible in tactics, and undertake a scientific study of the developments 
in the imperialist countries over the last several decades and the further 
dev~lopment of revolutionary strategy that flow from them. _-- - ·. 

For the Ideological, Political and Organisafional Unity 
of Marxist-Leninists 

The communist movement is, and can only be, an international 
movement. Indeed the very launching of scientific socialism, the 
Communist Manifesto, declared "Workers of all countries, unite!" With 
the success of the October Revolution, the formation of the Communist 
International and the subsequent spreading of Marxism-Leninism to every 
corner of the globe, the international unity of the working class took on 
an even more profound meaning. 

Today, in the midst of profound crisis In the ranks of Marxist­
Leninists, the need for international unity and the need for a new 
international organisation are urgently

1 

felt. 
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ln building up it own organi allon on a global level, the international 

1 tnrint 11 ·1 n umulnt d l olh po IHvo and nogative experience. The 
rro ~I t c 1 w rld 1 ~rly nnd th r l·ult·1n1 vor-contralisation of the 
·one f 1
•01nintl rn sh ul b . vuluul d "0 thnt oppr<~r~rlr. to I . ""'on~ rom that 
l,,,, lcid cnn , d1 awn n' well ns f ram tho por- 1t1vo ; ch1ovr rn,Jnt" of the 
1

• ·t , nd and Third Internationals. It also ic- noco "' f.Jrlj t0 · 1alua 
1 1 1 ~ ' • • • 

1
,c v-rreaction of the Communist Party of China to the negatl'I'' a~p~: ... 

1

1 tile Comintern that led them to refuse to play the neces.:1a ry IE:ad r.r 
role in building up the organisational unity of the Marxist-Leninict for~~ 
at the international level. 

At the present juncture of world history, the international proletaria 
has to take up the challenge of forming its own organisation, an 
International of a new type based on Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung 
Thought, assimilating the valuable experience of the past. And this goal 
must be boldly proclaimed before the international proletariat and the 
oppressed of the world with the same revolutionary daring of our 
predecessors from the Communards of Paris to the proletarian rebels of 
Shanghai who dared to storm heaven and resolved to do the "impossible" 
. build ·a communist world. · 

The process of forming such an organisation will, in all likelihood 
be a protracted one. 

The most crucial task the Marxist-Leninists face, in this respect, is 
to evolve a general line and a correct and · viable organisatronal form, 
conforming to the complex reality -of the present-day world and the 
cha11enges it poses. 

The function of such a new International will be to continue and 
deepen the summation of experiences, develop the general line on which 
it is founded, and serve as an overall guiding political centre. These tasks 
necessitate a form of democratic centralism based on the ideological 
and political unity of Marxist-Leninists. But it cannot be of the same nature 
as the functioning of a party in a single state, since the components of 
such an international organisation wHI be different parties having equality 
of right and responsibility of leading the revolution in each country in t 
sense of each party's share in the preparations and acceleration oft 
world revolution. 

Considering the level of ideological and political unity nd m tll 1. 

achieved by the Marxist-Leninist parties and organisation t th n i 
Conference, they must take the following prollmlnc ry st p in th dir ti n 
Of fulfilling the higher tasks mentioned abovo: 
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1 . An international journal must bo developed as a vital fool in 
reconstructing th Int rnntlonol communist movornonL It must bo at onr;r! 

both an or an of tJnnlysl nnd pulltlcol commontury no woll as a f r r 
tor debating t11 qu ~ t1on 1• of tllo lntomullonul rnovornont. It rnu';t br 
translat d into as many languagos ns posslblo, vlgorounly cJi tributrJrJ 1r, 
t11 rnnk · f the Marxist-Leninist parties and among other rovolution~r I 
f , .. , s. Th Marxist-Leninist parties must correspond regularly with th<; 
journal and contribute articles and criticism. 

2. Helping the formation of new Marxist-Leninist parties and tho 
strengthening of existing ones Is the common task of the international 
communist movement. The ways and means must be found for the 
international movement as a whole to as~ist Marxist-Leninists in different 
countries in carrying out this crucial task. 

3. Joint and coordinated campaigns should be conducted by the 
Marxist-Leninist parties and organisations The First of May activities 
should be carried out under unified slogans .. 

4. The different Marxist-Leninist parties and organisations should 
carry out the political line and decisions adopted by the International 
Conferences and agreed to by these parties, even while continuing to 
carry out princip_led struggle over differences. · · 

5. All Marxist-Leninist parties and organisations should, within the 
measure of their capacity, contribute financially and practically to the 
tasks involved in furthering the unity of the communists. 

6. An interim committee - an embryonic political centre must be 
set up to lead the overall process of furthering the ideological, political 
and organisational unity of communists, i_ncluding the preparation of a 
draft proposal for a general line for the communist movement. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 

The constitution of the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement, 
based on the higher level of ideological and political unity of Marxist­
Leninists achieved through principled struggle, represents an extremely 
important step for the international communist movement. But the need 
to race to catch up with the objective developments in the world is still 
apparent. The revolutionary struggle of the masses of the people in all 
countries is crying out for genuine revolutionary leadership. The genuin 
Marxist-Leninist forces, In Individual countries arid on a world scale, have 
the responsibility to provide such leadership even as they continue to 
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o \id ify nnd rais tho I ' V I of their unity. In thl W' y th corr ct 
nd p litl al lino will bring forward now ooldlurc and win b corn 

c\ r n1 r p wcrful 1nnterlul force In the world. T he word~ of th'J 

1 
1n1uni - t Mnnitesto ring out all the more clearly today: "Tho proletarian" 

I \ 

, L n t h ing to lose but their chains. They have a world to win." 

March 1984 

·entra1 Reorganisation Committee, Communist Party of India (Marxist-Leninis1) 
' Ceylon Communist Party 

Communist Co\\ective of Agit/Prop [Italy] 

_ Commu_nist C_ommi~t.ee of -Trento [Italy] 

Communist Party of B_angla~esh ·(Marxist-Leninist) [BSD (M-L)] 

ornmunist Party of Colombia (Marxist-Leninist), .Mao Tsetung Regional Committee 

Communist Pa~ty .of Peru . 

C ~ ' ':Tn~mist Party of Turkey/Marxist-Leninist 

Haitian Revolutionary lnternation.alist Group 

~epal Communis~ Party (Marshal) . 

New Zealand Red Flag Group 

Revolutionar~ lntern·ationalist Contingent [Britain] 

Proletarian Com_mu_ni_st' O_rganisat_ion_, _Marxist-Leninist [Italy] 

Proletarian Party of P·ur~a Bangla (Bangladesh) 

_ . Revolutiqn~ry · C_ommuni~-~ Group of Colombia 

Leading Committee, Revolutionary C?ommunist Party, India 

Revolutionary Communist Party, USA 

Revolu.ti~nary Communist Union [Dominican Republic] 

Union of Iranian Communists (Sarbedaran) 

0 

·. 

r 'l'l -1 , 
Escaneado con CamScanner 

https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download


App ndl -13 

{Expert from t11e interview of CPN (Maoist) Gherman 
Prachanda's interview with Varadarajan of Tl1e Hindu in the first 
week of February 2006 and published in t11e print edition of the 
same paper on February 8, 9, and 10, 2006.] 

Varadarajan:Your party has waged a "people's war" in Nepal 
for 10 years a·nd the annivetsary is now coming up; There are some 
who say that this war ·- and the Royal Nepal Army's counter­
insurgency campaign.; has cost the country dearly in terms of the 
violence and bloodshed that has accompanied it. In your estimation, 
what has been the main accomplishment of these 10 years? 

Prachanda: For 250 years, our peoples have been explo_ited under 
the oppression of feudal lords. The people's war ·has helped crush the 
feudal structure in the rural areas; We think this is the main achievement 
Also, in the oyeral! sense we. feel .tti~t in N(lpal .there .. is :go_ing to be a 
great leap forward iq the socio-ecqrwmic condition because we are going 
to _ lead the country to ~ democrati9 repu~lican structure. A political 
situation has been developed thro"ugh this ·process; and w,e feel this is 
also a very big achievement of ·the people's war. · , 

I '• - • 

Varadarajan: In your_ party plenum last August in Roi pa, you 
took a momentous decision - ·to· strive for ·and participate in 
multi party democracy. If . you were going to ·accept ·m-ultiparty 
democracy after 10 years of war, why go about this in a roundabout 
way? 

Prachanda: I want to answer your question in two parts. There is 
the whole theoretical and ideological question that we are trying to 
develop, because we want to analyse the experience of revolution and 
counter-revolution in the 20th century on a new basis. Three years ago 
we took a decision in which we said how are we going to develop 
democracy is the key question in the 21st century. This meant the negative 
and positive lessons of the 20th century have to be synthesised in order 
for us to move ahead. And three years ago we decided we must go in for 
political competition. Without political competition, a mechanical or 
metaphysical attitude will be there. So this time, what we decided is not 
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50 new. In l\ugust, we took serious docisions on how practically to build 
t1nity will1 t11 p ~nlin rn llt ·1 ry polllicnl purtlos. Wo don't believe that the 

. 1 · , war w Initiated wns against, or muinly against, multiparty 
iL rn 'ra y. It w3s mainly against feudal autocracy, against the feudal 
stru tur . 

1 Varadarajan: How difficult was it for your party to come to 
this decision? How difficult was it to build consensus on the need 
for multiparty democracy within the leadership and cadres? 

Prachanda: An agenda was first presented to the Central 
Committee on democracy. Then there was an internal debate within the 
party rank and file for a whole year. After that, the CC plenum unanimously 
decided that within a definite constitutional framework we have to go in 
for competition. Without competition, we will not be .. able to go forWard. 
Tl1is was a unanimous decision. · 

Varadaraian: Nowadays, we hear the phrase 'The Maoists will 
sit on the shoulders and hit on the head.' Does this mean your 
alliance with the parties is tactical rather th~n strategic, that when 
the head - the monarchy -·is wea.kened or defeated, you might then 
start hitting the shoulder? , --, 

Prachanda: .It is not like this. Our deCision on multiparty democracy 
is a strategically, theoretically developed . position, that in a communist 
state, democracy ·is a necessity. T~ts i$ one: part. Second, our decision 
within the situation today .is not tactic~I. It is a serious policy. We are 
telling the parties that we _should end not only the autocratic monarchy 
but monarchy itself. This is n'ot even a monarchy i~ the. traditional way it 
was in Birendra's time,, sow~ ~ave to finish it. After that, In the multiparty 
democracy which comes - interim government, constitutional assembly 
and democratic republic ·- we are ready to have peaceful competition 
with you all. Of course, people still have a doubt about us because we 
have an army. And they ask whether after the ·constitutional assembly 
we will abandon our arms. This is a question. We have said we are ready 
to reorganise our army and we are ready to make a new Nepal army 
also. So this is not a tactical question. 

Varadarajan: The 12-point agreement suggests you and th 
Political parties have met each other half-way. They have agr ed to 
a constitutional assembly and you have dropped your lnslsten 
on a republic. 

~rachanda: We have not dropped our demand for·a democratic 
republic. But to achieve that minimum political slogan, we have said we 
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are prepared to go th rough fr 0 <J lld fair olcctions to a constituent 
assembly. Tl1ern shouldn't bonny c nfur. lon tl wt wo lwvo now agrocd to 
a ceremonial monnr hy. om 1 o plo havo trlocJ to tlrnw thi conclu-- ion 
from tile 1 -1 int ngr ' Ill ' "l but ov ' 11 ut tho limo wo oxpl' in ·cJ to thr1 
parti ~ tl1at ur i:; I gan I o democratic republic. nr lior, we worn ; yinrJ 
peopl 's d mocratic republic but this does not mean we havo droppr·d 
that q al it11er. It's just that according to today's power balance, seeing 
t11 '" hole situation and the expectation of the masses, and that there 
(should] not be bloodshed, we also responsibly believe that to get there 
too we will do so through peaceful means. 

Varadarajan: So the struggle for "people's democracy" will 
also be peaceful? 

Prachanda: We will go for the goal of the people's democracy 
through peaceful means. Today, we are talking of a democratic republic 
and our understanding with the parties is that the way to realise this is 
the constituent assembly. At that time, any other party would be free to 
call for a ceremonial monarchy, some may be for constitutional monarchy 
- such a thing is possible with the seven parties. 

Varadarajan: But whatever the outcome, you are ready to 
accept it. 

Prachanda: We are ready to accept whatever is the outcome. 
This we are saying in clear-cut language. · · 

Varadarajan: Your three-month ceasefire, and then the one 
month extension, did a lot to improve the profile and image of the 
Maoists, which had been damaged by certain incidents like the Madi 
bus blast. What was the logic behind that ceasefire and what are 
the roadblocks in the way of declaring another ceasefire in the near 
future? 

Prachanda: As for the specific timing, there were two factors. The 
UN General Assembly was going to be held and the so-called king was 
going to go there. There he would have said he was for peace and 
democracy. Such a notorious element was going to go and create 
confusion over there. This possibility also needed to be crushed. This 
was a question. So we thought of a ceasefire as one way politically to hit 
out at him. 

It was only after the ceasefire that the dialogue with the political 
parties began. And then a conducive atmosphere got created for th 
12-point agreement. We also wanted to send a message to the 
international community that we were different from the way we were 
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.ing projected ideologlc·1lly. ·or xn mpl J, r\ Jht rt (1 fl 111r: ~1m h~11/ i nrJ 
· i .~ us ion with lnc uroi ' l " Union nn I w\\h o\h'H ., but :1rnr,n( ~,111' 1 r: 
1wrn ati nnl force I U.S. lmporlallc·rn I<· tho ffl (J' ' () rnrtfi(, rtn r1 , r: rJ;;1r ; ~,r, 
'l t'n1 nt. The U.S. ruling cl asses nrc dogmatic. Thr 1 d m' unrJr,,-·, ~r '1 
,.1,.._ t i ~ happening. We are trying to look at the world in a n r~ 11 111 -;, ~ , r, 
,· ,, nge in a new way, and we wanted to send out t'his mec-"aqe. Anrl 1r1 

"1is reg ard , during the ceasefire , we were quite successful. 

Varadarajan:What you are proposing is that the parliamentar'/ 
parties stage a revolutionl 

Prachanda: Yes , but we feel their role can be a historic one. But 
11ey are not ready. The second way is also what we have been discussing 
that the U.N. or some other credible body will supervise things. The R IA 
will be in the barracks and the PLA will also be under supervision. Beth 
armies and arms will be ·under international supervision and will not enter 
the fray. Then there will be elections for a constitutional assembly. Our 
army will not int.erfere in the process. 

Varadarajan: But what form will this international supervision 
take? Will it include .foreign troops? 

Prachanda: No troops. There can be a militia or police, which e 
create only for election purposes. 

Varadarajan: Who will be part of this militia? -
. ' 

Prachanda: We have not gone into such details - there can be 
the cadres of the different parties, but all without firearms, to manage 
security for the elections. So there will be elections for the assembly 
and whatever verdict of the masses/ comes, it is on that basis that the 
army has to be reorganised. If the republic result comes, then the RNA's 
generals and comfl:1anders will have to go and the interim government 
would appoint as generals officers who are loyal to democratic values. 
If a constitutional monarchy wins, then there is the danger that the old 
generals will remain. So my point is that the army can be changed. 
Th is is the underlying idea behind the 12-point agreement and the 
parties also agree with this. 

Varadarajan: So you are saying the problem of the P.LA a n d 
Its arms is not a big problem. 

Prachanda: It is certainly not a problem the way people out ' k 
believe. If there is political will on our side and the parties, it can b I .... · 

Varadarajan: How do you see the rol of lnd l t d 
year, when the King seized power, lndl took tou h t n 
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him which surprised many. Today, this policy has Its critics but the 
bottom line is that the Indian Govornmonl does not seem to regard 
the Nepal Maoists as Ill glllmoto In tho wny that the king and fho 
U.S. regard them. 

Prachnndn: In \11' past, l11dlu'1
• rolo was not good, II w;1 CJ r,iCJfir., './ 

of total ali nm 'nt with the king. Last year, after February 1, whon thrJ 
situati 11 hang8d in a big way, the role of the Indian authorities strik~ .. , 
u 3s positive. There is now a tough stand against autocracy. Still, thr· 
tw -pillar theory [that Nepal's stability rests equally on constitutional 
m narchy and r:nultiparty democracy] persists and the Indian authorities 
have not officially abandoned this theory. They haven't said there is need 
for only one pillar. So officially, India.is still sticking to the two-pillar theory 
and we want the Indian authorities to change this theory. They are right 
to support the democratic movement, but sticking to the two-pillar theory 
causes confusion. · 

Varadarajan: But if India abandons it, wouldn't the King 
accuse the Indians of interfering in Nepal's affairs, and then he will 
accuse the Maoist~ of being agents of India. 

Prachanda: We do not t_hink such a thing i~ possible. During the 
1990 movement, when Rajiv Gandhi imposed a blockade on Nepal, the 
Nepali people did not oppose -the blockade because it was· in the context 
of the blockade that the democratic movement picked u'p speed and 
advanced very fast. If India is. in favour of tt)e democratic :movement and 
a forward-looking political solution, ·then -it'wiil not be considered 
intervention. But if India supports regressive forces, this would be called 
intervention. Exertion of external pressure in . favour.-of the masses is 
never regarded as interference. This is how it seems to us. The people of 
Nepal will not see this as intervention. ·_ 

For example, some political leaders came from India recently to 
show solidarity with the movement. Gyanendra tried illegally to detain 
them at the ai.rport, calling it intervention. But more than 99 per cent of 
Nepali people did not regard that as intervention. They saw it as fraternal 
assistance. Of course, when Hindu fundamentalists· like this Singhal 
comes to Nepal, the King welcomes him. When they crown him 'King of 
the Hindus', he doesn't call it interference, but when political leaders 
come and say there should be democracy, he says this is interference. 
So the anger of people has grown against the King, not India. This is why 
we feel it is time for India to abandon the two-pillar theory. 

Varadarajan: If tomorrow you were to meet Manmohan Singh, 
what would you ask him to do? 

Prachanda: First, change this two-plllar theory. The Nepali people 
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are trying to end the monarchy and you should end your relationship 
with it. Second, release all our comrndes who are In prison in India. We 
are fighting for genuine multlpnrty democracy but they aro imprisoned 
tllere in Patna, Siliguri, Chennal. If you roloasc thorn nll, a message will 

out. And it you feel the Naxalite movement in India is a problem for 
·, u, w feel we are trying to deal with the problems in Nepal in a nc11 
wtly, so if you release our comrades and we are successful in establishing 

111ultiparty democracy in Nepal, then this will be a very big message for 
t11e Naxalite movement in India. In other words, the ground will be readied 
for t11em to think in a new political way. Words are not enough, we need 
to validate what we are saying by establishing that democracy. Third, 
once a democratic republic is established in Nepal, the.n the hrstorical 
doubts that have existed in the relations between Nepal and India can 
be ended once and for all. So for all ·these reasons, you should strongly 
support the movement for democracy. · . , · 

Varadarajan: In many ways, th.e United States has emerged 
as the king's strongest backer. How do·you :eval.uate Washington's 
ro I e? · ··.. ,. · ·· · · . · · . 

'·· . I 

Prachanda: Their role has·not been good. After:·February 1, tndia's 
role has been positive - tor example the agreern~nt we.were able to reach 
with the political partie~, I do not think it; is likely-:that ~he. Indian ~uthorities 
knew nothing about this.: But the _U.S. roleJrom the·beginning ·has been 
negative and they are still_· trying to· effeQ~ a '_ -~_ompromise between the 
monarch and the political-parties againstt.he M~oists .. Despitethe fact that 
we are talking of pushing 'multiparty ... democracy,._ th~·:u~s. has decided our 
movement and alliance has to ,be ·crushed. - ~~>"o they have a: negative role. 

Varadarajan: Wh~t is the A~~-rican f nterest in being sqft on 
the king? - · .·· .: - · 

. . . 

Prachanda:_ It is not that they. an{afraid. of what might happen in 
Nepal. Rather, their strategy is · against the Indian and Chinese masses 
and also, I think, against the Indian and Chinese authorities. The U.S. 
has a grand strategy, and Bush is talking of China and India as big 
economic powers and even as threats. Perhaps they see Nepal as a 
country that is between these two countries and believe that if the situation 
here does not give rise to fo·rces which are in step with themselves, then 
there could be a problem. So the U.S. is looking at Nepal from the strategic 
point of view. It is not that they have any economic interest here. Politic I 
control is the key, so they want to strengthen the king. 

Varadarajan: What about the attitude of China? Som p 
in India argue that If India continues to take a tough t nd In 
the king, he will turn to China for help and B ljlng wlll b n flt. 
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Prachanda: Earlier. we had a doubt, that perhaps China might bo 
behind the king, that China would try nnd take advantage. But then wo 
analysed the situalion nnd como to tho conclucion thal China would not 
play this role. Chino's r latl n with lncJh oro Improving and China will 
not want to j pardi u h n big lntorost by bucklnu tho r I pal kinrJ. 
And in th nd I think our analysis has boon proved corrocr. ~~ oc:,r~ri l'J 
'"", n th lndiGn Foreign Secretary, Shyam Saran, went to Boij ing , hr~ 
ha ' tall< . and a few days later, for the first time, the Chinese authoritir-1:; 
issut:;d a statement that they are worried about the situation inside Nepal 
n that it needs a careful resolution. Until then, Beijing had alway:; 

maintained that what was happening inside Nepal was an internal 
problem. Today, China has no interest' in antagonising India to build a 
relationship with the king. This is our analysis. And it looks like India and 
China could have a common approach towards Nepal. Certainly, a 
common approach is needed. If China and India do not work together! 
there will be a big problem not only for now but the future. So they need 
to have an understanding in favour of democracy, in favour of the people 
of Nepal. As far as U.S. interests are concerned, they are neither in 
favour of Indian or Chinese masses. So at the political level, __ all of us 
must come together to counter them, we should not fall under their trap. 

Varadarajan: How do you explain for the contradictory nature 
of some of U.S. Ambassac;tor Moriarty's statem'ents? Last year, he 
did use tough language against the king in his speech to the Institute 
of Foreign Affairs. _ 

Prachanda: The U.S. from the start believes the Maoists are a . . 
more immediate threat than the king. Even in the most recent statement 
from the State Department, they said the king should immediately open 
talks with the parties to deal with the Maoists. And this is the product of 
their vested interest. If the Bush administration's .intentiOns were good, 
there is no reason to regard us as a threat. If its intention is in favour of 
democracy and solving Nepal's political problems, then there is no reason 
to see us as a threat especially when we are saying we are for multiparty 
democracy and are willing to accept the verdict of a constituent assembly. 

We are glad with the new situation that is emerging after Shyam 
Saran went to China, it seems the situation can change. Our movement is 
also going forward and I think in 2-3 months, if the struggle continues, 
then there is a real chance of ending the kingship once and for all and 
making a democratic republic in Nepal. This is the best outcome for Chin .. 
and India, and everyone else. The U.S. does not want this. They want to 
maintain the monarchy at all costs. Moriarty consistently has been speaking 
against the Maoists. He is connected to the Asia-Pacific military command 
of the U.S. He is not a political man. And we know that although his views 
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re different from sorr1e in the U.S. establish111ent like, say, Senator Leahy, 
~ut overall, the position of the U.S. authorities is not in favour of democracy 
and Nepal people. Leadership question and inner party life 

Varadal'ajan: Has your party put bohlnd it the differences 
which ernerged last y ar bclwocn your ol'f ond Doburam Bhattarai? 

Prachanda: There wns a problem and we solvod it o wc:ll that 
tli unit ' in ur pnrty is stronger than ever before. Our problurn" VJOro 

11 t f t11 kind the n1edia wrote about. We had an ideological debatEJ 
, ut how to evaluate the 20th century. Why did the communist movement 
~uff r such an enonnous setback? Why did the Russian revolution get 
vercon1e by counter-revolution? Why did China also go down that path? 

Tllis was a debate within the central committee for many years. There 
were other problems linked to _ shades of opinion within the party - like 
tl1e Madi blast - but the purpose was to sort out our future plan. This was 
the purpose of the debate. But t~e . timing was such that these things 

· happened after February 1. If the tin1ing had not been so bad, there 
wouldn't have been that much propaganda. But the time ·the king took 
over was also th·e time the debate in our party sharpened. · 

Varadarajan: The question was raised of a cult of personality 
in the party. As you know, any obje.ctive evaluation of the experience 
of the 20th century communist movement.has· to consider the cult 
of personality as certainly-_one of the factors in the reversals. 

Prachanda: That is c·orrect. B_ufl wan·t to clarify one thing. Between 
Dr. Bhattarai and me, there . was ~ never .an·y debate on the issue of 
leadership. He has never challenged my leadership. On the issue of 
leadership personally, there-- has n·eve_r beeri a difference. There were 
differences on .ideological ·questions, abo'uf.what we should do now, and 
there · was a debate. And thi~ debate We solved in the Rolpa plenum in 
August. We took it to -a higher lev_el and our unity .has becom~ stronger. 

. ' 

Varadarajan: To what extent do ya·~ think the logic of your line on 
multiparty democracy applies also te> the Maoist movements in India? 

Prachanda: We believe it applies to them too. We want to debate 
this. They have to understand this and go down this route. Both on the 
questions of leadership and on multiparty democr~cy, or rather multiparty 
competition, those who call themselves revolutionaries in India need to 
think about these issues. And th~re is a need .to go in the direction of that 
practice. We wish to debate with them on this. If revolutionaries are not 
going to look at the need for ideological development, then they will not 
go anywh~re. 

D 
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App ndl ~c 

·I {Ma 
k sp rson 

• I 

[Expart from the interview taken by correspondent of the: 
People's March with Com. Azad; the spokesperson of th'! 
Communist Party of India (Maoist) in the end of June 2006.) 

PM: How do you look at the current developments in Nepal? 

Azad: Our Party hails the historic struggle of the people of Nepal 
for democracy and a better society. However, the reyolutionaries in India 
hope that the struggle in Nepal will go on· until the overthrow of the King 
along with the so-called parliament ·and : capture of power by the 
revolutionary and ~emocratic forces. We hope that the Maoists will be 
able to maintain their initiative to .direct the .. ongoing political de.velopments. 
They would need to rem~in ·alertin their alliance. with-the seven party 
alliance, which wants .to . ~trike. a_ compromise _with the 'King and betray 
the aspirations of the pe~ple. · ... :_ . _ :_ . .-- -__ :. -__. _· · . 

PM: How do you view the tac~ics of.the CPN(Maoist) in joining 
the interim government .a'1d ·prorpising .to abide -by the verdict of 
the constituent assembly? --... · · - · · . . _ · -

~zad: We think·that Maoists for'rning ·a gov·ernrnent jointly'with the 
comprador bourgeois-feudal parties_ such asJhe · reactionary Nepali 
·Congress, revisionist CPN-UML and tl_le other parties· o~ the.ruling classes 
will not really work out_ as they represent two'diametrically opposed class 
interests. It is a wrong interpretation on the-question of the state in Nepal 
to expect a possibility of a peaceful transition from the CA (Constituent 
Assembly) to the NOR (New· Democratic Revolution). One may bring 
some_ reforms from above and ·satisfy certain deprived sections of the 
people but it will never solve the basic problems of the people as you 
cannot smash feudalism and throw out imperialism from the soil of Nepal 
by utilizing the old state whatever embellishments one might do to give it 
a refurbished image. Nothing-short of a revolutionary upheaval of the 
masses can achieve the above objective. No doubt given the huge mass 
mobilizations throughout the country and the efforts to create an even 
wider upsurge are positive preparations to take the revolution forward, 
but some of the statements in the interviews tend to give the impression 
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tliat the CPN(Maoists) are giving over-emphasis to the possibility of 
advancing the movement through tho Constituent Assembly and in 
alliance with the 7-parlics. This can huvo cJungorous lmplicr tion . 

PM: And what about lho di solution of tho r vofutiCJnary 
organs of power and merging of the two armlc ? 

Aznd: As regards merging the army within a recon titutod t' ,. 
army it is even more dangerous. The invitation to the UN to super fr··0 
tl1e cease-fire· and monitor the demobilization of the people's armed force" 
is also dangerous. The UN is essentially an instrument of imperialism 
and particularly American imperialism. It ls bound to work in the interests 
of the reactionary ruling classes of Nepal and imperialism. 

PM: The various parliamentary parties in India, not to speak 
of the Left parties like the CPI and CPl(M), have been hai!!:ig the 
line of participation. in the ·interim government and parliamentary 
democracy taken by the Nepali Maoists and say that it will have a 
positive impact on the Maoist movement in India. How does your 
Party assess its impact? .. . 

Azad: It is the wishful subjective thinking of these parties in India 
that the develop-ments in Nepal will have a "positive" (what they mean 
by positive is the Maoists shun-ning armed struggle and joining the so­
called mainstream of parlia.mentary ·pol _i~ics) impact on the Maoist 
movement in our country. . . · · .- · . · · · 

No wonder, the various rulin'g class parties and the so-called left 
parties in India are ·elated at the change of stance by the CPN(Maoist) 
led by comrade Prachanda. They' are naturally hailing the line taken by 
the CPN(Maoist) and are calling upon the Maoists in India to realize the 
futility of armed struggle and to follow the Maoists of Nepal by participating 
in the parliamentary pig-sty iri India. As bitter enemies and opponents of 
revolution all .these parties have been in the forefront in suppressing the 
ongoing people's war in India ~ The · decision of the .CPN(Maoist) to 
participate in the government along with the reaction-ary parties, 
declaring their commitment to the so-called rule of law and the future 
constitution, and to become actors in the ensuing game of parliamentary 
elections following the elections to the constituent assembly has come 
as a breather for the ruling_ class parties in Nepal and the parliamentary 
system of India. 

In fact, in his interview with The Hindu last February, comrad 
Prachanda himself hinted at the 11posltive" impact that his \ine ot mu\\\p.. ty 
democracy will have on the Maoist movement In India. lt mus\ hu\I n1 
as a great relief for the Indian ruling classes to hoar comrad Pra hand~ 
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speak of his Party's commitment to multlparty democracy and the 
message 11 wants to give to the Nnxnlltc movement. in India by 
successfully tnbll 111110 mulllpmty ti 111ocrucy lri Nopal. 

Wh n a.~ 1, ,d wllat ll ' would uoy If Ito woro to rnoot tho Indian 
Prim Mini ~ 1 cr Manmolm11 Si11gll, comrade PrachmrcJa said: 

"\N, arc fighting for genuine multiparty democracy but fhoy arr: 
imprison d there, in Patna, Siliguri, Chennai. If you release them all, a 
m s~age will go out. And if you feel the Naxalite movement in India i" a 
problem for you, we feel we are trying to deal with the problems in Nepal 
in a new way, so if you release our comrades and we are successful in 
establishing multi-party democracy in Nepal, this will be a very big 
message for the Naxalite movement in India. In other words, the ground 
will be readied for them to think in a new political way. Words are not 
enough; we need to validate what we are saying by establishing that 
democracy." 

It is really a matter of grave concern that comrade Prachanda, 
instead of demanding the expansionist Indian ruling classes to stop all 
interference and medd!ing in Nepal's internal aff~irs,,only talked of how 
their tactics would bring about a change in the outlook of the Maoists in 
India. Needless to say, these remarks will n~t only be deeply resented 
by the revolutionary _masses of our country who haye seen the wretched 
system of parliamentary democracy in India btJt willalso be proved totally 
wrong through their revolutionary practice. . · · .. 

PM:The CPM and one of its top leaders, Sitaram Yechuri, was 
focused as a messiah from India to play a role between the Maoists 
and SPA (Seven Party Alliance)~ After returning back to India he 
and his party advised the Indian Maoists to follow the line of the 
CPN(Maoist). How do you explain this when they seem hostile to 
the Maoists here? Apart from this Yechury told the press that the 
Indian Maoists have planned to kill him and the secret regarding 
this decision was informed to him by1_the Nepali Maoists. What is 
your comment please? 

Azad:The CPM is a party of the Indian ruling.classes, representing . 
the interests of imperialism, feudalism and the CBB in India. Their prlmar.y 
·task seemed to be to bring the Nepalese Maoists into the.parliamentar): 
'mainstream', which they also keep preaching us in India. When we do 
not accede they have used the worst forms of state terror against us 
in West Bengal. Their aim is the same in both countries - to pacify the 
Maoists in India with bullets and do the same with the Nepalese Maoists 
with sugarcoated bullets. Yechurl and the CPM in effect played a more 
affective role for the Indian ruling classes when the Congress was fumbling 
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,,,itli the Karan Singh fiasco. But when he overdid his 
1

diplomac{ a~d 
sidelined he cool~ed up the conspiracy theory of the Maoists 1n 

;~~~a p\anning
1

to kill hitn to rcgn\n como crodlb\lity and try and sow seeds 
~ rni t rust b \w n the \wo M no\cl p nrlioG. A truo Chanakya ll 

P M : Why arc you opposed to the tactic of multiparty 
rt ni racy as proposed by the CPN(Maoist)? 

Azad: Firstly, we are greatly perturbed by the proposal put forth by 
l~ rnrade Prachanda in his various interviews that his party was committed 
t m u\tiparty democracy, which wi\l be practiced not after the revolutionary 
c:e izure of power by the proletariat but within the semi-colonial semi­
teudal society. The 2003 Plenum document was ,quite vague regarding 
c PN(Maoist)'s concept of multiparty democracy or political competition, 
i.e. , whether it is applicable after the seizure of power by the revolutionary 
party or prior to seizure itself. It only says it is possible to organize political 
competition within the constitutional limits of the anti-feudal and anti­
irnperialist democratic state. However, the statements, interviews and 
documents released after the 12-point Delhi Agreement between the 
CPN(Maoist) and the Seven Party .-Alliance in November 2005 all point 
to the need for competition within. the exis.ting 'system after the Constituent 
Assembly is elected. · . ~, _ .... , . 

. -

There is also confusion reg~rd,iog ·the class character of the Parties 
with whom such political . competition has to ·be conducted. While the 
2003 document clearly stated tDa.t: these forces will.. be anti-feudal and 
anti-imperialist in character, the post_ November 2005 documents and 
int erviews of CPN(MAOIST) provide scope-for such competition with the 
constituents of SPA who are . basically co.mprador bourgeois-feudal in 
their character in spite of their role against monarchy,· or, more specifically, 
against King Gyane~dra's autocratic rule. . 

It is indeed very unfortunate that the CPN(Maoist) has not adhered 
firmly to that analysis from a strategic and class perspective. It is one 
thing to make necessary adjustments, understandings and tactical unity 
with these parliamentary forces and even with a section of the imperialists 
against the main enemy when conditions for such alliances become ripe. 
But to create illusions on the character of these parties or overlook their 
links with imperialists and Indian expansionists will do great harm to the 
revolution in the long run. 

Moreover, .we find that comrade Prachanda and the CPN(Maoist 
had turned the tactics to the · level of strategy and path of th rid 
revolution in the 21st century. Thus, in his interview to The Hindu nu 
Prachanda stressed that the Maoists' commltm. nt t multi·p ' 
democracy is not tactical but the result of I nothy Id I I I ....... .. -... 
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within the party ov r t11 roo year . Ho sold: 
11

our decision on multi-party 
d mo ra y I l1 trnt iglcnlly, tl10orotlcnlly doveloped position and w9 

ar t lli11g till. I nrllnm 'lltlll y 1 nrtlon tlml Wo aro roady to have peac ful 
mi ctitl 11 wltll you nll." 

The I N(Muolst) lender dlroctly ussurocJ tho cornJ)r (Jt, 

b t111' I -lcudal parliamentary parties that his Party is roady f(J h~ t (; 

"'L l , lul competition with all of them. And by describing this doci"i<Jn r r, 
multiparty democracy as a strategically, theoretically developed po itie;r 
comrade Prachanda has brought a dangerous thesis to the fore-the:; 
thesis of peaceful coexistence with the ruling class parties instead or 
overthrowing them through revolution; peaceful competition with all other 
parliamentary parties, including the ruling class parties that are stooges 
of imperialism or foreign reaction, in a so-called parliamentary elections; 
abandoning the objective of building socialism for an indefinite period; 
and opening the doors wide for the feudal-comprador reactionaries to 
come to power by utilizing the backwardness of the masses and the 
massive backing from domestic and foreign ·reactionaries or the 
comprador bureaucratic bourgeois and feudal and petty bourgeois forces 
to hijack the entire course of development of the society from the socialist 
direction to maintaining the existing system (even if in a new form) in the 
name of democracy and nationalism. Whatever.- may be our good 
intentions for building a more democratic system, the faws governing 
class struggle will not permit of such a system. History has proved this 
time and again from the days of the Paris Commune right up. till the 
earlier revolutions in Asia, Africa and Latin America.· . . 

PM: And how do you ensure political competition with other 
parties? The CPN(Maoist) claims that it is only by,organizing political 
competition and institutionalizing the right of the masses to install 
an alternative revolutionary party in power that counter-revolution 
can be effectively checked. 

Azad:· it is, indeed, surprising that the CPN(Maoist). should arrive 
at such a conclusion even after the proletariat is equipped with rich and 
varied experiences on the period of transition from capitalism to socialism, 
after it is armed with such an appropriate form, method and weapon as 
the cultural revolution and is in possession of a wealth of writings by our 
teachers-Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin and Mao-and by several Mar. i t 
writers on the subject of checking the degeneration of the Party, Army 
and the State; preventing the restoration of capitalism; and building a 
new type of state and society. To think that continuous proletarianization 
and revolutionization of the Communist Party can be ensured and that 
counter-revolution can be effectively checked by organizing so-called 
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o\itica\ competition or by institut\onal\zing the right of the masses ~o 
insta\\ an a\ten'1ative revo\ut\onary party or \eadershlp on th~ ~tate means 

1 
lling into the trap of bourgoo\s forn1a\\sm and under-m1n1ng the real 

1~~k f m bi\iz\ng \h masses cxtcns\vo\y to wago bitter class s~ruggle 
~1. • in -\ th \d r nc\\onnry deteated c\asses and the ne'!" bou~ge?'~ class 
· in within the Party, AnTiy and the Adm\nlstrat1on. It ts d1ff1c~lt to 
, , p h w a\ternat\ve revo\utionary parties can exist- ~speciaUy s.1~ce 

rnmunist parties have a\ways understood that different pollt1cal 
lin s represented either a pro\etarian outlook or a bourgeois outlook. 

PM: Do you find anything wrong when the CPN(Maoist) says 
it w ill go to the new democratic stage via the bourgeois democratic 
or multiparty republic? , · 

Azad: No Maoist would say it is wrong to fight for the demand of a 
Republic and for the overthrow of the autocratic monarchy. And likewise, 
none would oppose the forging of a united front. of an those who are 
opposed to the main enemy at any given moment. Needle~s to say, ~uch 
a united front wou\d be purely ta·ctica·l in nature and cannot, and should 
not, under any circumstances, determine the ·path and direction ·_of the 
revel ution itse\f. · · _ . · 

The prob\em with the theorization by the ·cPN(Maoist) lies in making 
the fight against autocracy_ into.a sub-stage.;of NDR and,· a tendency to 
make the sub-stage overwhe\m (dominate and determiri~) the very direction 
and path of the revo\ution. The programme and strategy· of NOR drawn up 
by t_he Party prior to its \aunching of the armed struggle, its targets to be 
overthrown, and even the concrete c\ass ana\ysis made earlier based on 
which the revo\ution had advanced so far, are now made subordinate to 
the needs of the so-ca\\ed sub-stage of .Nepalese revo\ution. The sub­
stage of a bourgeois demo9ratic republic appears, from their interviews 
and statements, to have become the al\-determining factor. . . 

As far as we know, , we can say that the numerous types of state 
system in the world can be reduced to three basic kinds according to the 
class character of their po\itica\ power: (1) · repub\ics under bourgeois 
d ictatorship {in addition to these there are the fake republics in the 
backward semi-feudal, semi-colonial countries under the joint dictatorship 
o f the CBB and feudal elements, backed by imperia\ism ); (2) republics 
under the dictatorship of the proletariat; and (3) republics under the joint 
dictatorship of severa\ revolutionary classes. In essence, the slog n f 
bourgeois democrat\c republic given by the CPN(Maoist) cannot but m 
under the first type of repub\\c ln splte of tho partlclp ti n t th 
revolutionary party in the state power along wllh th compr t 1 b lit l • 

feudal parties. 
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In his interview with the BBC correspondent, comrade Prachanda 
gave his vision of future Nepal In the following words: 

"We believe that tho Nopnll pooplo will go for a republic and in a 
peaceful way th 1 rocot;s of robulldlng Nopal will go forward. 

"In tiv y 'lll' ~' time Nopal wlll movo towordo bolng a beautiful, 
p ac ful and progressive nation. 

"In five years' time the millions of Nepalis will already bo moltng 
ahead with a mission to make a beautiful future, and Nepal will truly start 
becoming a heaven on earth." 

He further asserted that a democratic republic elected in such a 
way will solve the problems of Nepalis!! 

"We believe that with the election of a constituent assembly, a 
democratic republic will be formed in Nepal. And t.his will solve the 
problems of Nepalis arid lead the country i.nto a more progressive path." 

Anyone reading the above lines would think that these yiews reflect 
more a nationalist sentiment than a proletarian class outlook. 

How will Nepal start becoming a "heaven on ·earth" after becoming 
a bourgeois republic? How can the formation of a democratic republic 
"solve the problems of Nepalis"? Can it free itself from the clutches of 
imperialism after becoming a republic in the present imperialist era? Does 
the CPN(Moist), which claims to believe in MLM, really think that the 
"process of re-building Nepal will go·forward in a peace-ful way"? And is 
there a single instanc~ in Wo'rld history where such pea~eful process of 
rebuilding has taken place? Does not the history of world revolution show 
that bitter class struggle·, bloody and violent at times, continues even 
after decades following the capture of power by the proletariat? Then 
how could comrade Prachanda think of such a peaceful process of 
rebuilding Nepal even at this sub-stage? Do the parties belonging to the 
SPA really fight imperialism, Indian expansionism and feudalism in Nepal? 
Is there a guarantee that the CPN(Maoist) will defeat the bourgeois­
feudal parties, with which it wants to go for political competition, in the 
elections and ensure that Nepal does not drift into ·the clutches of 
imperialism and Indian expansionism? How could one believe that once 
the elections to the Constituent Assembly are over and Nepal becomes 
a Republic, not under the leader-ship of the working class party but may 
be under an alliance of a hotchpotch combination of Parties i.e., an 

· alliance of ruling class and working class under CPN(Maoist), the country 
would free itself from feudalism and imperialism and become a "beautiful, 
peaceful and progressive nation"? 
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According to comrade Prachanda's opinion, "the reactionary class 
and their parties will try to transform this ropubllc Into bourgeois 
parliamentarian one, wl1ero ns our party of tho prolotnrlat class will.try to 
transform it into new democratic ropubllo. How long will bo tho poriod of 
transition, is not a thing thnt cnn right now bo nscortainod. It Is cloar that 
it ''"ill depend upon the then national and international situation and stato 
of power balance." 

This so-called transitional multiparty republic is sought to be 
transformed into a new democratic republic through peaceful struggle 
by means of political competition with reactionary class and their parties, 
which try to transform it into a bourgeois parllamenta~y republic!! 

Whatever be the tactics adopted by the CPN(Maoist) the most 
objectionable part in the entire matter is its projection of these tactics as 
a theoretically developed position which it thinks should be the model for 
the revolutions in the 21st century. In the name of fighting against 
dogmatism our comrades of CPN(Maoist) are slipping into dangerous 
territory. 

·Moreover, as long as the Party'w_ages a consistent st_ruggle against 
imperialism and local reactionaries and pursues the line of redistribution 
of land and wealth, nationali-sation .of all·comprador, foreign industries, 
banks and foreign trade, it is certain to face opposition from the other 
parliamentary parties. And if it wants to be· p·art of th'e parliamentary 
game it has to abide by its rules and cannot. carry out its anti-feudal, 
anti-imperialist policies in a thoroughgoing way. l;ven the independence 
of the judiciary has to be recqgnized·as part of the game of parliament 
and can cause obstruction to every refor~ which the Maoist party tries 
to initiate after coming to power thr~~gh elections. This is already being 
seen with the 8-point agreement being said to.be illegal. US imperialism 
is even strongly demanding that the Maoist should participate in the 
constituent assembly only .after they lay down ·their arms. The 
CPN(Maoists) have rightly opposed this position of the US and also Indian 
expansionists. We expect that they will remain·firm in this. · 

Then there will be several institutions like the judiclary, t~e election . 
commission, the media, various artistic, cultural and even religious bodies, · 
non-government organizations. and also hum'an rights organizations. 
some of which are floated by the ruling classes, and so on. If one slips 
·nto the quagmire. of the so-called multiparty democratic republic, one 
.annot escape from upholding these so-called independent institutions. 
~any of these can become hideouts of the reactionary forces and work 
or counter-revolution in diverse subtle ways. One cannot forget the sub\\e 
anner in which the western agencies infiltrated and subverted the 
ocieties in East European countries and even In the former Sovie\ Un\on. 
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PM: Comrade Prachanda says that the tactics adopted by his 
party are based on the spcclflcltlos of the polltlcal and military 

. balance In the world ns woll n pnrtlculor class, polltlcal and power 
balance In Nepnl b side the cxporlonco of tho 20th contury. What 
is your Party's opinion on thl ? 

A-ad : It I true that cornrnde Prachanda In his lntorviow to Tho 
Hindu la t February cited the above three factors for his party coming ru 
th d cision on multiparty democracy. In fact, this understanding coufd 
b seen in the CPN(Maoist) even before the said interview. For instance, 
in the CC meeting in August 2004, it began to be skeptical about the 
prospects of victory in a small country like Nepal when it is confronted 
by imperialism and there is no advancement of any strong revolutionary 
movement. 

It is true that the revolutions everywhere are confronting a tough 
situation especially after the setback of China. Tactically speaking, in the 
present-day world, the enemy forces are quite strong while our subjective 
forces are weak. World imperialism has unleashed a massive offensive 
on the revolutionary forces, national liberation movements and on the 
people's movements everywhere. But this is only one sid~ of the coin. At 
the same time, the objective conditions are quite favorable; imperialism, 
particularly US imperialism, is hated by the people everywhere and 
massive people's movements are breakin_g out against imperialism, 
particularly US imperialism, throughout the world. Any revolution in today's 
world has to inevitably face the attacks by the imperialists. 

-
To face an enemy much bigger than the revolutionary forces there 

are no question that it may and will require a great flexibility in tactics. 
Particularly when we are a sizable force such flexibility can more 
effectively be wielded for the achievement of our goals. But while doing 
so there is always a dange'r to lose sight of our strategic tasks of the 
seizure of power by armed force. From the statements being made by 
the -CPN(Maoist) leadership it appears that that danger is there. Many 
statements being made and the interviews being given tend to negate 
some of the basic Marxist understandings regarding state and revolution. 
It may be said to have been made in the context of diplomacy; but its end 
result is to mis-educate the revolutionary and progressive camp. It is not 
expected from a Marxist statesman. 

In the interview com Prachanda had gone tb the extent of saying:" 
We are ready to accept the people's verdict, if they chose constitutional 
monarchy and multiparty democracy." It is indeed a great tragedy to see 
the Maoist party finally ending up In these political positions in spite of 
having de facto power in most of the countryside. 
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PM: comrade Prachanda says that the line of multiparty 
iemocracy app\\es \o the Maol l movomont \n India too. How does 

1
,ou r p r y \h \ ? 

- Gd:W ' aw h\ co,nrnon\s on th\s po\nt \n h\~ intorviow with The 

Ht u IT ' P ndont. \\says: 
"\N be\ieve it app\\es to them too. We want to debate this , Thf!y 

v t understand this and go down th\s route. Both on the question of 
·__ rs\"'lip and on mu\t\party democracy, or rather mu\tiparty competiti.on 
beHeve those who ca\\ thernse\ves revo\ut\oliar\es in India need to think 
about these issues. And there \s a need to go \n the direction of that practice .. 
we w\sh to debate with them on this. \f revo\ut\onaries are not going to 
look at the need for ideo\ogica\ deve\opment, they wm not go anywhere." ~ 

·Such advice has been coming forth_ ~ram the various ruling class 
par\iamentary parties in _\ndia si~ce \e~g.The revisio_ni~t CPI and CPl(M~, 
who swear by Marx and Lenln, re_gu\ar\y sermdnlze through their 
rnagaz\nes, documents and statem~nts,· r~garding ·the futility of armed 
struggle for seizing state . powe~ and · (:lchi~_Vif)Q . -revolutionar_y social 
transformation. They desperate\y try to show how parliamentary multiparty 
democracy is the best instrument .for' achieving· tbis .transformation as 
witnessed in West Bengal . and . ·Kerala~ The .¢PJ(ML)-Liberation, in the 
name of MLM, preaches the virtue_s. of multi~party democracy an~ calls 
all those .who do not wish to be _ti~d. t_o J~~ : parli€imentary pig-sty as 
anarchists and adventurists. ·· ·. ·:., .. -·~ '.': ~· .. :· · :-·. ;. .· , ·. 

- It is good that the CPN.(Maoist) ~w~nts .to d~bate w.ith the Maoists 
in l ndia on the question of leac:ier~hij:Yand ~ultiparty democracy. There 
have been interesting discussions· and exchange of opinions and 
experiences between the leadership? of ·our two parties on the concept 
of leadership, on the question- of person·ality cult and concentration of all 
power in th~ hands of one individua\, etc. Our opinion has always been 
that it is necessary for a good sect\on of the Party leadership to work 
am_ong the masses and concentrate on building class struggle even after 
the seizure of power in order to prevent the degeneration in the Party 
tu nctionaries, officials in the various state departments, particularly the 
armed forces,_ in. the various units in the production sphere, and so on. 
We must encourage the masses to criticize the mistakes committed by 
the party and the party leaders even in the course of the revolution ry 
movement prior to the seizure of power. We must develop coll ctiv 
leadership rather than focusing on any one individual or d I g tin 
revolutionary authority. Dependency on one or few individual In ·t .. 
developing co\lect\ve leadership and involving th ntlr t 
membership and the masuos In doclslon-n1nklng h b ' th 
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causes that led to great reversals In Russia nnd China where, after the 
demise of outstanding proletnrlan I adors liko Stalin and Mao, the CPSU 
and the CPC turn ,d r 'Vi ~ l 9 11l 1 ' l "o oaolly. 

W ·1 1 u wll11 cu111111do I rnclw11tJu whon ho suys that "from thr 
n ~ f tll' ~-Otll Century communist slates · wo wunt to rnovo to -

n \ p l ~rn in terms of leadership - where one person doesn't rornain thr~ 
L rt}' I ader or the head of state." 

In fact , this had also been one of the major points of debate during 
the inner-party struggle in the CPN(Maoist) during 2004-05 when 
comrade Bhattarai (Laldhoj), in his Basic Questions for Inner-Party 
Discussion, raised questions such as: Is proletarian leadership a 
centralized express.ion of collectivity, or is it a person centered? Does 
the principal law of dialectics, viz. one divides into two, apply to the main 
leadership or not? How does the system of a single person occupying 
the top Party, army and the state posts, and that too for life, solve the 
question of generating revolutionary successors and of continuous 
revolution? Our party, the CPl(Maoist) wish lo. conduct a serious debate 
on these questions and also on the q·uestion of Prachanda Path and on 
the concept of path, thought and ism.: · · 

PM: What would .YOU say wit.h rega.rd to the concept of 21st 
century democracy as pr9posed by the C_PN(Maoist) led by comrade 
Prachanda? · 

Azad: What is new in the concept of 21st ceritu~y democracy raised 
by the CPN(Maoist) and how is it qualitative,ly diff~rent from the de_mocracy 
of the 20th century? The CPN(Maoist) had also claimed that its "decision 
on multi-party democra_cy is a strategically,. theo~etically developed 
position" which is even applicable to conditions in India. One knows about 
bourgeois democracy and proletarian democracy, that democracy too 
has a class character, ·which in a cla~s~divided society democracy will 
serve .the ruling class while exercising dictatorship.over the.rest of the 
people. In bourgeois republics the nature of democracy is bourgeois. It 
is meant to serve the bourgeoisie while oppr_essing the vast majority of 

. the people. Its essenc~ is bo~rgeois dictatorship. Likewise, in people's 
democratic republics, the democracy is meant for all the anti-f~udal, anti­
imperialist classes while dictatorship is exercised over the enemies of 
the people and their agents. The qualitative difference between different 
types of democracies lies in their class character. But when the 
CPN(Maoist) says that there is a qualitative difference between the 
democracy of the 20th and 21st centuries without any reference to the 
class character, it is hot only unconvincing but also seems to be highly 
subjective. 
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g·1ven is that in the 21st century there has "be~n 
one reason l t' \arly 1n 

d \ d d ve\opincnl \n c\enco and tochno ogy, par 1cu- . 
u1;pr\r ni n mmun\ al\on lochno- \ogy, \n tho world." How this 
un r ... d n\ d d v \op1nonl ha a bon~\ng on tho strato.gy of the 
r ,: luti n ~ in \he._ 1 t century or on the nature o1domocracy1n tho 21st 

'-... ntur / i n \dear. 
\t says that "h1 the f\e\d ot ideo\ogy, the central c~mrnittee has 

... tt nipted to draw a strategic out\\ne of the w~rld revolution base~ on 
th ana\ysis of today's wor\d situa~ion and mainly the new analysis of 
globa\ized imperia\isrn and pro\etan~n movement a.~d has succee~e~ to 
present a tota\\y new concept in re\at1on to. le~1ders~!P and ?-ccomphs.~1n~1 
revo\ution and preventing counter-revolution and 1n the field of poht1cs 
it says, it has made a "qualitative leap in the concept regarding political 
and mi\itary strategy and tactic established in the 20th century." 

We are stm not clear what is this new concept and qualitative leap 
claimed by CPN(Maoist) except for their line of multiparty democracy 
and political competition which boils down to-competing peacefully with 
the various reactionary and revisionist parties for ·power in a so-called 
transitiona\ mu\tiparty democratic republic. _ · 

PM: One last question. What is the .message you would like 
to give to the revolutionary r~nks of Nepal, India and the rest of the 
world? : · 

Azad: First we would seriously request the CPN(Maoist) and its 
leadershlp to reconsider some of. its recent positions and learn from the 
history of past mistak~s. The Nepalese party and people have a great 
history of struggle and sacrifice. Over 10,000 have lost their lives in the 
course of the present people's war.-We salute these heroic martyrs of 
the Nepalese and world revolution. We are ·confident that the great 
Ne:palese people will advance the revolu_tion forward facing the numerous 
twists and turns in the movement. There is no doubt that revolution today 
is no simple task; the path will be zig-zag. 

We also ca\\ on the people of India to lend fu\\ support to the 
Nepalese revolution. But while doing so it is also the duty of the Indian 
and world proletariat to render frientily suggestions to their comrades in 
NepaL-After all, the interests of the.Nepalese revolution are very much in 
lhe interests of world revolution, and more particularly of its neighbor. 
the lndian revolution. The revolutionary people of India are ready for any 
sacrifice in support of the Nepalese revolution. We are confident that w 
will march forward, together, against the obnoxious system of world 
imperialism and its local semi-feudal base. 

Azad: Thank You 
0 
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