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Some Fundamental Characteristics
of the International Situation

The analysis of the basic charac-’

teristics of imperialism made by Lenin
_just before the great Russian October
Revolution is still correct. Accordingly,
the world is in the era of imperialism
and proletarian revolution even today.
In today’s world, there are four kinds
of basic contradictions: the contradic-
tion between the bourgeoisie and pro-
letariat, the inter-imperialist contradic-
tion for profit and plunder, the contra-
diction between imperialism and the
oppressed countries and people, and
the contradiction between the capital-
ist system and socialist system. Among
them, the fourth is not at the surface
now but as per the past experience and
for future guarantee, we must take it
into account continuously. The social-
ist revolution comes out of the first
contradiction and that is its solution.
The second contradiction leads to
world war for redivision of the world
but has not been permanently re-
solved. As Mao has said, the prole-

tariat should attempt to prevent world

war as far as possible, but if unsuc-
cessful, they should carry out the

policy to turn the world war into world .

revolution. The third contradiction
leads to the national liberation move-
ments and the contradiction ends with
their success. v

Among these, the contradiction
between imperialism and the op-

pressed countries and people is the

principal world contradiction today.

The Party should be clear about some

important ideological and political
questions as regards deciding about
the principal world contradiction, be-
. cause a wrong trend to undermine and

-neglect the historical significance of
- ‘national liberation movements and la-

' -~ bel them sectarian nationalism has

. been prevailing in the international
communist- movement. Moreover,
Trotskyist and, chiefly, Khrushchevite
revisionism has influenced it to'a great
extent. '

"| . in the course of the development of
" the era of imperialism and proletarian
revolution, the founding of Russian
socialism and the forming of the
Comintern in order to advance the
world revolution and formulate its

The first thing to note here is that, -

strategies, Lenin stated that the prole-
tarian revolution and national libera-
tion movements should fuse into each
other and that this fusion would be a
historically important task. Imperialism
has been blocking socialist revolution

by creating an aristocratic class even

within the working class, with a por-
tion of their unaccountable profits ex-
tracted through merciless exploitation
and plunder of the masses of the colo-
nial and semi-colonial countries of the
world. Therefore, Lenin, paying due
attention to the importance of incor-
porating national liberation movements
within the proletarian movement, for-
warded the slogan, “Workers and op-
pressed people of the world, unite!”
He concentrated maximum attention on
the national liberation movements of
the oppressed countries, including In-
dia and China. On the basis of this
analysis of Lenin, Mao developed in
the world proletarian movement a total

- concept of the significance and the

question of the leadership of the na-
tional liberation movements.
Imperialism has been maximising
the exploitation, oppression and po-
litical suppression of the people of the
oppressed countries by using their re-
actionary ruling classes. It has been
making the people poorer and poorer,
by making use.of the economy of the
oppressed countries as its own inte-
gral part and by drawing excessive
profits through cheap labour and raw
materials. That is exactly what has made

the situation mature .for new-demo-

cratic revolution in Asia, Africa and
Latin America. This is why Mao de-
clared these regions storm centres of

world revolution and asserted revolu--
“tion as being the basic trend of the

world. He proclaimed the contradiction
between imperialism and the op-

. pressed nations as the principal con-

tradiction of the world. Grasping the
historical truth that the national libera-

tion movements had become an inte- .

gral part of the world proletarian move-
ment, Mao developed the strategic
method of establishing proletarian
leadership over them.

Despite important changes in form,
Mao’s analysis stands correct in es-
sence even today. During the Cold War,

Russian social-imperialism and US im-
perialism spent huge amounts of
money on arms for the expansion of
their influence and eventually turned
into superpowers. They imposed vari-
ous kinds of regional wars on the op-

pressed countries, and another world -

war appeared very close. But Russian

social-imperialism could not maintain -
its old form, due to the imperialist cri- -

sis, and collapsed politically and eco-
nomically. Ironically, Western imperi-
alism propagated this collapse as the
collapse of communism and celebrated
joyously its unipolar hegemony.

This event definitely gave US im--

perialism more opportunity for direct
plunder, exploitation and intervention
in the “Third World” and the entire
world. This accelerated the unhindered
mobilisation of financial capital on a
world scale. This is what has been
hailed by imperialism as
“globalisation”. ~Through this
“globalisation” imperialism has en-
trapped the whole economy of the op-
pressed countries and has been dic-
tating and pressurising the ruling re-
actionary classes of these countries to
pursue the policy of liberalisation in
order to speed up the flow of capital.
Through the economic giants like the
World Bank, the International Mon-

etary Fund, etc., imperialism has cre-

ated an environment to play the role of
director and controller of the economic
affairs of the oppressed countries.
Mainly US imperialism grew more and
more encouraged to grab unlimited
profits by mixing up the unprecedented

. progress in science and technology,

including electronics, with the cheap
labour of the Third World.

After all, what ultimate objective
result has the imperialist campaign of
“unipolar world”, “globalisation” and
“liberalisation” brought? The experi-

“ence of the last 10 years has already

shown the truth. That is the intensifi-
cation of the contradictions between
different classes and between the rich
and poor countries. Even according to
the data prepared by the imperialists
(which is manipulated to best suit the
interests of the authority concerned)
the rich countries, with only 25 per cent
of the population of the world, own 80
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per cent of the world’s wealth... Today,
2.5 billion people are extremely poor
and one billion people are living an
extremely miserable life below the ab-
solute poverty line. Eighty million peo-
ple of the Third World are forced to
leave their country for their livelihood
every year. More than 20 million chil-
dren are forced info labour. The class
contradiction is intensifying, even in
the imperialist countries. Even in the
US, the number one hoodlum of the
world, more than 20 million people are
suffering from absolute poverty. Ra-
cial discrimination, inequality, unem-
ployment, homelessness, social inse-
curity, women’s oppression, etc. are

growing day-by-day. They cause the

resentment of the people from time-to-
time, to suppress which the ruling

classes are compelled to use special -

military force and devise new strate-
gies. In Western Europe, unemploy-
ment has been institutionalised and

. people resort to street struggles be-

cause of shortages and inflation. Sup-
pression, terror, religious and commu-
nal riots against the people’s resent-
ment, and against the national libera-
tion movements and socialist move-
ment, which are developing every-
where in the Third World countries,
have been the daily routine of the im-
perialists and reactionaries.

The fact that their political cover,
bearing the signboard of parliamentary
democracy, has been torn to pieces,
has been splendidly brought about by
the recently conducted drama of the

- US presidential election. If a country

advocates even a little economic arid
political freedom, the 1mpenahsts take
no time in imposing economic sanc-
tions against them, resorting to politi-
cal pressure, military intervention and
genocide. Their intervention in Irag,
Yugoslavia, Palestine and Mexico,

-along with other Asian, African and
Latin American countries, verifies this.

Imperialism has built a gigantic
mechanism of military force and strat-

. egy in order to maintain the “new world

order”. US imperialism has developed
a miljtary strategy “to keep up” its glo-
bal economic plunder and hegemony.
According to the data of their defence
budget, US imperialism has allocated
$262 billion to defence alone, whichis

. almost half of that of the world. When
the defence budget of its alliance part-

ners, like the NATO countries, Japan,
Israel and South Korea, are also in-
cluded, it exceeds 80 per cent of the

world’s total. Today, the US has be-
come the main headquarters for arms
smuggling. US imperialism has, through
its military-industrial complex, been
successfully looting the world and fool-
ing their people by parting with a small
portion of its loot. It has put on alert a
huge military force in the Gulf and in
the Korean Peninsula to fight against
Iran, Iraq, Libya, Syria, North Korea and
Cuba, whose total defence budget
amounts to $15 billion only. As Lenin
has stated about imperialism, the US
has been giving priority to its military
force to continue its political and mili-
tary hegemony over its allies, and is
intensifying its activities with its glo-
bal military hegemony in countries like
India and China in order to capture the
huge store of cheap labour and raw
materials. On top of this, its strategic
alliance with Indian expansionism has
been rapidly growing, and dark clouds
of massive plunder and genocide in
South Asia are looming larger. The
opening of an FBI branch in Delhi is
its evidence. These facts show the im-
portance of Mao’s concept of Three
Worldsin the immediate tactical sense.

However, facts have also indicated
that objectively the imperialists, mainly

. Yankee imperialism, have been getting

fully engulfed in the contradictions

with the oppressed countries and peo--

ple. Though there is no contention
between the super-powers at present,
following the end of the Cold War, the
so-called unipolar dream is what can
never come true, as shown by open
and disguised clashes and conflicts of

‘economic and political interests be-

tween the US, the European Commu-
nity, Japan and Russia. With this crisis
the possibility. of revolt by millions of
masses is intensifying day-by-day.
We must seriously pay attention
to the following distinct situation, cre-

ated by imperialism with the evil inten--
. tion of grabbing profits in the present

world. Firstly, it has guaranteed the
acceleration of the people’s conscious-
ness to move from the world of neces-
sity to that of freedom, by linking high
technology. with the cheap labour of
the huge population of the masses.
Secondly, with globalisation to grab
profits, unprecedented development in

the field of information technology,

mainly electronics, has narrowed down

the world just to a small rural unit.-

Therefore, it is very likely that an event

_in any place will have a great positive

or negative impact on the world as a

whole, and vice versa. Thirdly, the
world-wide system of imperialism pro-
ducing and distributing arms has been -
indirectly playing a role for the techni-
cal preparation of people’s war on a
world scale. Fourthly, the unlimited
production and globalisation of its
social process has strangely' built a
material basis, in a rapid way, for the
communist principle of work accord-
ing to ability and distribution accord-
ing to need. Fifthly, and mainly, imperi-
alism, by intensifying the class strug-
gle, principally the contradiction be-
tween imperialism and the oppressed
countries and people, to the maximum,
has been preparing a revolutionary
objective situation for 80 per cent of
the people of the world.

Through the internal contradiction
of the Impenahsts unequal -develop-
ment and distribution as per the inher-
ent character of capitalism, the devel-
opment of this objective situation will
lead to revolution in any country in
Asia, Africa and Latin America, and
its international importance is just evi-
dent. It magnificently justifies Mao’s
analysis that Asia, Africa and Latin
America shall be the storm centres of
revolution. These characteristics
clearly indicate that the twenty-first
century shall be a century of people’s
wars and the triumph of the world so-
cialist system. Apart from this, it also -
shows that there has been a signifi-
cant change in the prevailing concept
of the mode] of revolution since 1980.
Today, the fusion of the strategies of
armed insurrection and protracted peo-
ple’s war into one another has been
essential. Without so doing, a genu-
ine revolution seems almost impossi—
ble in any country. _

The historical need today is to ad-
vance the world revolution through the
means of people’s war in accordance
with the particular characteristics of
each country by developing genuine .
communist parties on the basis of
Marxism-Leninism-Maoism to lead the
masses in different countries. This his- -
torical responsibility cannot be borne
until the universality of Mao’s contri~
butions for world revolution is upheld "

-and Mm1sm—Len1msm~Ma01sm s es-

tablished as its ideological commander.

The new situation has been pre-
paring the ideological and material
ground for the formation of a new com-
munist international to advance the
world revolution by learning lessons
from past experiences. RIM (Revolu-
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tionary Internationalist Movement),
constituted on the principles of Marx-
ism-Leninism-Maoism to co-ordinate-
the revolutionary movements of vari-
ous countries and to advance the world
revolution, is a significant step in this
direction. It has been developing
" through the experiences of the revolu-
tionary movements and ideological
struggles of various countries. Serious
challenges are posed before RIM for
the development of a new international,
like: developing an integrated under-
standing through scientific synthesis
of the world communist movement,
mainly, the Comintern, the Second
World War and Stalin’s role; struggling
against the ultra-internationalist
Trotskyist deviation that minimises the
national liberation movement, on the
one hand, and the ultra-nationalist de-

On the Situation in

South Asia, which has 20 per cent
of the world’s population, has suffered

greatly from poverty, scarcity, illiteracy *

and unemployment due to feudal and
imperialist suppression. The people of
. this region have for years been dedi-
cated and made a series of sacrifices in
the national liberation and democratic
movements for their progress and lib-
eration. It should be comprehended
that both feudal and imperialist sup-
pression, and the just struggle of the
people against it, are reaching a climax

and are heading towards the decisive:

collision. The more the revolutionary
. struggle of the people intensifies, the
more the reactionary ruling classes of
Nepal, India, Sri Lanka, Pakistan and
Bangladesh kneel down before imperi-
alism, increase the exploitation and
suppression of the people and
heighten state terror. The ruling classes

. of each country of this region are fac-’

ing severe contradictions with the
needs and aspirations of the masses.
Armed national liberation movements,
. democratic movements and people’s
- war are shaking the whole region. The
advancing Maoist revelutionary move-
ment, by posing grave challenges to
the reactionary classes and present-
_ing a concrete alternative for the
"masses, is another positive aspect of
this region. .

The Indian monopoly capitalist
ruling class, the true successor of Brit-
ish imperialism, has been pursuing the

viation that undermines proletarian in-
ternationalism, on the other; co-oper-
ating to develop the genuine Maoist
parties in various countries; and unit-
ing with all existing revolutionary par-
ties through strug gles etc. Facing
these chsllenges successfully, all
genuine proletarian revolutionar-
ies need te accelerate their initia-
tives for the development of a new
international.

What is most important is to cor-
rectly grasp the nature of the contra-
diction between imperialism and the
oppréssed countries and people and
to establish proletarian international-
ism as the leader of the national libera-
tion movements. A world revolution
isolated from the struggle to establish
the world-wide significance of revolu-
tion developed in any backward coun-

South Asia

expansionist policy of pressure, inter-
vention and sabotage against the na-
tional aspirations of the people and
neighbouring countries. It has been
endeavouring to quell, with guns and
state terror, the aspirations of the peo-
ple of Kashmir and the north-eastern
states and the new-democratic move-
ments in Andhra and Bihar, and in-
tensifying the pressure, sabotage and
provocative activities under the strat-
egy of making Nepal, Bhutan, Bang-
ladesh and Sri Lanka as new Sikkim

[referring to India's annexation of

Sikkim]. With an intention to isolate
Pakistan after the end of the Cold War
and fulfil its desire for regional he-
gemony, the Indian ruling class has
knelt down before US imperialism and
has opened the door for them for the
merciless exploitation of the people
of this region under the pretext of lib-
eralisation. The Indian ruling class
has been abetting the imperialist mas-
ter-plan to encircle China and make it
capitulate completely by taking India
in its grip. It has been blatantly mak-
ing interventions in the internal affairs
of neighbouring countries in order to

“enthrone its agents and advance the
* process of “Sikkimisation™. It has been

harbouring plots to link the People’s
War in Nepal, which has been going
on for five years, with Pakistan, China
and smugglers. and thereby confuse
the Indian people.

It has been the characteristic of the

try of Asia, Africa and Latin Amcrica
is just impossible.

Finally, it is crystal clear, from ana-
lysing the world situation, that the
world order of the imperialists is the

-rotten, barbarian and terrorising sys-

tem that is but a curse for the whole of
mankind. The material conditions for
the establishment of the great ideals
of communism with the complete elimi-
nation of exploitation and oppression
of man by man has been growing more
and more mature, and the political par-
ties of the proletariat need to take ini-
tiatives from new heights in order to
courageously advance the world revo-
lution. The twenty-first century shall
be the century of world revolution.
Marxism-Leninism-Maoism shall be its
ideological leader.

Indian ruling class to conspire to use
the common aspirations of national
democratic revolution against the semi-
feudal and semi-colonial conditions,
the distinct nature of its geo-political
position and the economic, political,
religious and cultural relations estab-
lished among the people historically,
to fulfil its regional hegemonistic aspi-
rations. The Indian ruling class and its
aspirations have been working behind
the similar policies and suppressive
and terrorist intrigues practised by the

- ruling classes of all the countries of

the region.

This distinct condition provides a
unique nature to the need, possibility
and importance of unity in the just
struggle of the people of all countries
of this region. Theoretically, the pos-

" sibility of the direct fusion of the na-

tidnal liberation movement and the pro-
letarian movement, as stated by Lenin,
can also be witnessed here. Due to theé
uniqueness of the economic, political,

cultural and geographical conditions
‘and the unchallenged hold of Indian

monopoly cap1ta11sm it will be very
difficult for any single country of this
region to successfully complete the
new national-democratic revolution
and, even if it succeeds following the
distinct contradictions, it will be almost
impossible for it to survive. The revo-
lutionaries need to seriously concen-
trate on the fact that a particular coun-
try, or a particular territory of a coun-

"y



Say

d

57

" try, shall be liberated through the force

of the common and joint struggle, of
the people of this region following the
unequal stage of development, and
that it can play only a particular role of
base area for the revolution in the
whole region.

Right here, all the revolutionaries
of the region should pay attention to
Lenin’s efforts to generalise the great
Russian October Revolution of 1917,
the founding of the Soviet Union, and
to their experience. It is clear that real
liberation is impossible unless it be-

comes a part of, or serves, the world

revolution on the basis of proletarian
internationalism. This is the peculiar-
ity of the era of imperialism and prole-
tarian revolution. The workers have no
country, and the slogan “Workers of

-the world, unite” has always made the

proletarian revolutionaries cautious
about their international responsibil-
ity. The challenge of applying the uni-
versal principles of Marxism-Leninism-
Maoism to the particularity of the na-

. tional liberation and democratic move-

ments of this region, under the guid-
ance of the great idea and aspiration
of proletarian internationalism, remains
formidable. The unification of the
struggles for the right of nations to
self-determination and the proletarian
movement alone can meet this chal-
lenge. To grasp this properly, we
should seriously ponder the concept

‘of the national-democratic revolution
‘put forward by Lenin, after the found-

ing of the Soviet Union and in the ini-
tial period of the Comintern, and the
concept of new-democratic revolution
put forward by Mao.

When we think over this, because
of the distinct conditions of this re-
gion, it becomes clear that it is inevita-
ble for the communist revolutionaries

 to devise an integrated strategy

against the Indian ruling classes of the
monopoly bourgeoisie and their agents
in the various countries. This inevita-
bility has knocked on the door of the
necessity of turning the region into a

. new Soviet federation of the twenty-

first century. Therefore, the Maoist
revolutionaries in the various countries
of this region are required to debate
from this height and to work out a uni-
fied understanding, an integrated strat-
egy, an organisational structure of a
distinct kind, and long-term and short-
term plans of struggle.

Apart from the economic, political,
cultural and geographical peculiari-

Militia women in Rolpa District, western Nepal. Photo courtesy of Li Onesto/RW.

ties, from the perspective of the
growth of the communist movement
the region-wide influence of the
Naxalbari movement led by Charu
Majumdar against modern revision-
ism, fraternal relations and the ex-
change of ideas and technical co-op-
eration growing among the Maoist
revolutionaries, and common pro-
grammes at the people’s level, etc.,
have been preparing the concrete ba-
sis for the fulfilment of this historical
need. It is clear that the more the revo-
lutionary struggle develops, the more
the counter-revolutionary conspiracy
intensifies, and, therefore, there is
need to develop integrated efforts
among the revolutionaries.

 The process of applying the uni-
versal principles of Marxism-Leninism-

Maoism to the regional peculiarity will
play an effective role in waging strug-
¢gle against the conspiracy of US impe-
rialism in this region, mainly in India.
Thus, the unified initiative of this re-
gion, as an integral part of the world
revolution, will make an important con-
tribution to the world revolution.
Hence, the co-operation of mainly RIM
and other revolutionary international-
ist forces is essential in order to ad-
vance this process in a natural and
scientific way. However, the important
thing is the responsible initiative of the
revolutionaries of the region them- .
selves. The road is difficult and chal-
lenging, but the future is bright; the -
victory of proletarian internationalism
and that of the masses of the people is
guaranteed.




