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Franco-Polish Imperialism.
Charles Rappoport (Paris).

French and Polish imperialism are securely bound one (o
another. The common position of both countries is the determinig
factor in this alliance. Both France and Poland are in the hands
of nationalist and militarist reaction which exist upon war and
will die in war. In neither country are the industrial capitalists
al the helm. In France the power is in the hands of a parasilic,
plunder-greedy capitalism, the capitalism of great national loans,
of colomal adventures and limitless conquesis. In Poland, on
the other hand, there prevails a blind, megalomaniac nationalism
and bitter halred of Soviet Russia,

France has is own viewpoinls, its own particular egotisms, To
France, Poland means a substitute for Czarism, whose fall it
still bewetls in bitler tears, as it mourns its milliards lost for ever
in its Russian loans. Poland is fo consiitule (he second claw
of the pincers that is to choke Germany o death. Furihermore,
1115 1o serve against Soviet Russia as a gendarme and perpefual
disturber of the peace. Finally, it is to preserve France from
isolation and guarantee its safety.

Frauce enlertains two dominating fears, iwo serious misgivings.
It distrusts the victory which has been characterised by its
father, Clemenceau, as’ a "Pyrrhic Victory", And it distrusts
ils great “friend and ally”, Lngland. France realises that, m
spite of all nice words to the conltrary, it was defeated in the
last war. It recognizes that 25 countries, five continents and
Anicrica’s warships and billions were necessary to save it from
defeal, It perceives the steady diminution of its population. In
1919, a year of peace, it could record ihe the irifling increase
of 300000 in the number of deaths.

As far as the “Entente cordiale”" is concerned, it 15 now only
a memory, a diplomatic formula. Scarcely a week passes by
without a new disagreement with Lngland arisinﬁ. he trealy
of alliance which was promised during the Versailles conference
i order {o divert the aspirations of the milifarists irom the
Rhll]e has fallen through. Llyod George was more cunning and
cautious than Clemenceau. He had set one condition as the price
of the conclusion of the alliance: ratification by the United
Slates. As the latter carefully withdrew from the European
wasps'-nest, Lloyd was able to retract his promise.

Official France has literally lost its head. It has decided to
purchase an ally : Poland. M. Millerand is to-day President of
the French Republic only because he made people believe that
I was his military and financial assistance thal stopped the
Red ArmLal the gates of Warsaw. In their incapacity to pursue
4 policy based on the common interesis of the working-classes
of all nations the reactionaries are blindly, ignorantly and con-

itedly clinging to the fictious greatness of Poland and drag
the actual economic corpse of that country with them in order
0 save themselves.

The war indusiries of France are working uninterruptedly for

oland and Roumania, which is considered merely as an an_mhlr)'

{ Poland. They are deliberately taking the chance of falling out

ith England over Upper Silesia. Germany is left comﬂ tely
uined and uheo!utelypﬂ::bk to pay the milliards which are

for Inprekorr. — Telegraphic address: Inprekorr.

counled upon to save France from bankrupicy, which in reality,
if nol legally, is already consummaied. And all that for the s.lﬁye
of Poland's enlistment,
France's foreign policy. In other words, France is ruining itself
i order to be prolected agains{ the German danger.

#oreover, it must not be forgotten that the reaction in France
greeled fhe war as a means to the re-establishment of their rule—

Gribouille Pell-mell is the director of

the rule of the church and the landowners. They dreamt of
a complete viciory, of a collapse of the republic. This dream
has been only hall realized, It has suppressed the republicans
turned nationalist more than ever ; it has emptied the republic of
ils republican content ; it has resumed diplomatic relations with
the Valican. [t has not subverted the officialdom of the republic,
however. The latter, in order (o hold their posilions, have
abandoned Iheir convictions, The reactionary ideas have conquered
hulI Jheir supporfers stand ouiside the door, unsatisfied and
unfed. . . .

There s also a predestined psychological relation belween
French and Polish imperialism. I is their common romantic,
sentimental character. The German, English, American and
Japanese imperialism is realistic and practical —it knows how {o
translate iseli into silver and gold coin. The Freach and Polish
imperialism has this particular atiribule—it ruins its country
without yielding it anything but grievous burdens and privations.

That is imperialism on credit, the imperialism of the dazzlingly
splendid beggar, who, in order to glitter in society in gala dress,
af home lives on bread and water. They are poor fools, hiring
fulldress clothes, borrowing tableware from the neighbors, giving
elaborate balls, thus going bankrupl, Before the war France was
the banker of the world. ‘fo-day it is more and more the world
beggar. 1nslead of rebuilding its ruins, it is piliuf new ones
thereon. 1t is spending five aud six times as much lor ils army
as before the war, not counting the war expenditures in Alfrica
and Asia and leaving oul of the account the sums that it is
pouring inio the Dapaid sieve—Poland.

France believes that thru iis alliance with Poland it will be
able 10 destroy Soviet Russia. The exact opposite will occur. The
monarchisl republic of MM. Millerand, Briand, Charles Maurras
and Léon Daudet will be annihilated. It is not the voice of
healthy human reason, as Voltaire defined i, that is the decisive
factor on the Qai d'Orsa? (Foreign Office). It is the voice of
Dimosky, Hervé, Bourizefl, the stapdard-bearers of the Russo-
Polish White Guards that is heeded b{ Philip Berthelot, the evil
genius of French foreign policy, the lackey of rencliunaer high
finance. This policy has goue bankrupt, just as the Chinese
Ivdustrial Bank, which he and his brother directed.

le the heir of the French Revolution, the French proletariaf,
ready to take possession of its heritage ? We will discuss this
question in our next article,

Jugoslavia and Albania.
By J. C. (Zagreb),

In connection with the assembly of the Lexigue of Nations,
Albania—small, mountainous, still in the stage of pairiarchal ch.u

organization—has projected itself into the domain of world poli-
tics, Al the same {ime bloody conflicts have mm Ill:;
wor!

Albanian- ,}:I.‘Mll\"illl frontier. And since the rulers
in Geneva have also demonsirated in the Albanian question that,
because of the conflict of their imperialistic interests, they are
unable to establish interiational peace, tire danger of a new war
in the Balkans has drawn perceptibly nearer.
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\s is well known, Albania is one of the most primitive couniries
m Lwrope. Mot only beciuse the Albanians are divided info tribes

in A]Lallia there still exists the custom of vendetta, according
to which each member of the ¢lan is bound (o revenge the death
of another member in blood, This primitive, but honest and uns-
poiled folk inhabit a land very rich in completely unexplored
and unexploited mineral und oil wealth. 11 is a regon of coloninl
expansion for laly and fugostavig.

fugostavia, which has no other region for expansion available,
hus as its goal the cessation of 1he exislence of Albania as an
wdependent state, the oceupation of Sonthern Albania by Greece,
and  Northern Albania by Jugoslavia, alihough the preseni
Jugoslavian parl of Macedonin is already inhabited by 400,000
Albaniags. However, since the Jugoslavian officals in Macedonia
are practismg a most brutal policy of the colonial uprooting of
the Albanians, w which the entire Albanian population, including
womnen nd children, is being massacred wholesale and Albanian
villagies plundered and puf to the forch, as a resull of which
thousands of Albanians have fled 1o the mounfains, it is scarcely
1o be wondered at that the Albanins are not friendly disposed
toward the bloody regime of the White Terror in Jugoslavia and
thal open war may at any time bretk onl between Albania and
Jugoslavia,

While Austria-Huogary, in 1913, had sel aboul the eslablish-
ment of an appavently independent Albaiwa in order to block the
Scrbs' path to the sea, al present Jtaly is atlempling to hinder
the occupation of Albania by’ Jugoslavia at any price. Among the
various political and economic differences between [taly and
lugoslavia on the Adriatic and in the Balkans Albania has be-
come the most important point at issue belween the (wa powers,
laly disires to maintain the apparenl independence of Albania,
but at the same (ime cxercise a protectoraie over the land, in
order in this munner to eslablish a base on the southeast coast of
the Adriatic and in the Balkans and to exploit the as yet untou-
ched mineral wealth, Since laly is a member of the Great and
therefore an ymmediate supervisor of the Little Enfenfe and since
it can as an imperialist greal power give England and France
u free hand in Asia Minor an order to obtain a protectorale over
Albama, it has in this ambition oblained a much greater measure
of success than Jugoslavia. llaly also desires thalt Albania re-
tain the frontiers thal were eslablished by Ifaly and Ausiria-
Hungary at the London conference in 1913 after the Balkan war,
in order to drive Jugoslavia from the so-called demarcation line
uccupied by the Jugoslavian froops after the collapse of the Cen-
tral Powers ,which cuts deeply info Albanian teritory. For the
accomplishment of thes purpose Italy lenl Albania partial assi-
stance and supplied tlie Albanian froops with arms and am-
mumtion, so thal the lalier were able (o drive the Jugoslavian
troops back to the Y13 line and thus create a “fait accompli’.
This altack took place al the end of last month and thus ensued
the state of war.

The Jugoslavians wanted to convinee the [eague of Nations thaf
Albania 18 an “‘impossible” nation, that the northern tribes are
unfriendly to the Tirana governmenl and that because of thai
cvil war is now going on i Albania. Therefore Jugoslavia near the
eind of last month organised an uprising of the Albanian northern,
catholic, and culturally most backward tribe, the Miridites, which
il had been exploiting against the government in Tirana for a
long time. But this enterprise ended in a manner very incon-
venient 1o Jugoslavia, As the bloody chaos began again on the
Albanian frontier, the Miridites wrned against 'Ju oslavia and
cven attempted to organize an uprising of the catholic Albanians
who inhahit the Jugoeslavian territory.

Cuonsidering all these circumstances, we have the following si-
wation in the Albanian- Jugoslavian fronlier disirict: The Jugo-
slavian government has sent troops o the Albanian frontier and
decided that, if necessary, three classes are 1o be mobilised. Both
ol these measures are apl to canse a considerable amount of dissa-
tsfuction i Macedonia, (which without these lates| events is in
4 slate of disconteni,) among 1he non-Serbian natiopalities, the
Turks, Bulgars and Albanians. The last uprising of the Mo-
lummedans in Sandzak, repressed with the aid of mountain ar-
tillery, and the frighfiul acts of violence perpeirated by the Ju-
woslavian officials and soldiery have excited the Mohammedan ele-
menis lo the greatest degree. The barbarous, bloody regime in
Macedonia is adding more aud more to the rebellious spirt.
{)fficial reports have already been received telling of Albanian
uprisings behind the Jugoslavian froops. After all this it is clear
that in case of an aclual war between Jugoslavia and Albania,
a general uprising in Macedonia 1s not out of the question.

This, furthermore, together with interior political occurrences,
is undermining the foundations of the preseni White Terror re-
gime in Jugoslavia, which according to all appearances is already
approching its end. And while the bourgeois opposition bloc

demands an understanding with the Albanizins as the only way
oul of the situation (he mosi intransigean| vlemenls of the White
Terror governmgnt bloc, with the mulitarist clique behind them,
are thinking of the formation of a military povernment, bused on
the slogan, “The Fatherland is in danger!”, which shall rescue
the white guard bloc from s perilons position,

ECONOMICS

The Employers’ Offensive
in Germany
Paving the Way for Stinnes.
By Pelle.

AL the presem time Germny is shahen Ly great eccuomis
movements in the working-class. Sirikes and lockouts are tlaring
up i all parts of the country, in the metal industry, in the wood-
working industry, in (he building and printing irades there s
scarcely a branch of industry which has nof been alfected by
the strike wave. This is nol the first convalsion that Germany
has lived through. What, however, distinguishes the present
strike and lockoul movenient from all those which have preceded
il is firstly, the vehemence and tenacity of the comending pariies,
and secondly, the entire nature of the movement on the whole,

lu July and August the foreign exchange value of the German
mark showed a rising tendency. The employtrs took advantape
uf this tendency 1o lower wages and salaries, They mel however
with an unexpecled resistance on the part of the workers and sala-
ried employees. In the meantime, through the fall of the mark
and the resulting depreciation in the value of money, the actual
wage also sank, so that in reality in iliis manuer a wage reduc-
tion was effected anyhow. Thenceforth the employers put less
iniportance vpon the reduction of wages and concenirated their
efforts upon intensilying the exploitalion of labor. They begau
a general campaign against the eight-hour day, and iniroducad
piece work, bonuses, etc. The reply of the working-class was:
The demand of a wage increase corresponding fo the progressive
depreciation of money.

Two waves can be distinguished in the movemeni at present,
which will, without doubt, be followed by a third, greater and
mere powerful. In the beginning it was only 1 queshon of smal!
local conflicts, in the majority of cases mierely concerning wage
demands. Immediately the entire employing class joined forces
and was able in mauy instances to defeat fhe small bodies of wor-
kers and force them to return to work.

Vlien (he eniployers atjacked along lhe whole line. Al first they
felt their way- Minor impairments of the working conditions,
trickery against the {rusted representatives of the workers,
attempts to ntroduce bonuses and piece work —these were the
tirst provecations ol the working-class, Wherever the workers dJe-
fended themselves against these hostile manocuvres they uere
ruthlessly locked oul, The lockouts in the chemical industry. in
the ship-yards and in the Thuringian metal industry were the
nirst steps. They ended with a complele defeat of the workers
and salaried employees. They were overcome because the {rade-
union leaders exerted all their power 1o prevent the strike from
spreading,*fo “localize” it. Left in the lurch by the rest of the
working-class the advance guards were defeated in the various
regions by the solid front of the employers—they had no choice
but 1o swallow the conditions of the exploiters.

Through its defeat of the prolelariat, the bourgeoisie obtained
new courage which was even more strengihened by the aciions
of the governmeni. The desires of the employers are to be embu-
died in laws. The government has published drafts of laws in
this end, which sel side the eighti—hour day, take from the prole-
tariat the right to strike and 1o combine, repeal the Sunday rest
guaranieed law, degrade the {rade—-unions to goveri-
ment mutual aid societies and abolish national and city umemploy-
ment insurance Even before the government bills have become
law the employers are pulting into practice all that the bills
confain. In various industries, for example, the chemical, iron
industries, elc., they are violating the eigﬁt-hour day by the in-
troduction of a 56 hour week; in%act. in the big industrial firms,
Thyssen and Mannesmann, the o0 hour week has been infroduced.
As the working-class reacts but liftle to these measures, the
emplogers are openly disclosing their goal. In the organs of
“Big Business”, propaganda is being made for the taking over
of national and muncipal enterprises priyate industry, Even
government officials in the National Mimistry of Transport are
advocating this step. While the ground is being thus economically



No. 3

Infernational Press-Correspomdence 13

prepared for the Stinnes Scheidemann governmeni, a correspon-
dent of “Le Temps” has interwiewed Stinnes who openly stated
his program to be “Abandonment of the marxist socialist experi-
ment”, (read: retrogression in working condilions) “Economies
w the public services” (read: Stinnesation of the railways, (he
rost-ofiice aid mupicipal ufilities, the discharge of hundreds of
thousands of workers and employees, the introduction of {he
wn-hour day, ete.), and finally the celebrated “Strong hand”
iread: militarisation of Germany).

The working-class siill contemplates this syslemaliv employer
ofiensive passively. It does nol yet recognise the threatening
dongers, hecause these measures are introduced by the employers
and the slale one at a nme, and because this enlire economic
developient is taking place under cover of a great nationalist
fom-tom over Upper Silesia. While the proletiriat is intoxicated
over the Upper Silesian squabble, the employing class in the
cconomic field is binding the chains of slavery more hghily
about the body of fhie workers, ' h

*

\fter all this the impression arises (hal the German prole-
riad s complefely apathetic and submissive (0 ils enemies.
However that is only a superficial phenomenon, In reality there
s oa growing ferment in the ranks of organized labor, wven
oI an unconscious agitation, without direction or purpose. Firsily,
this fermuntation is Ihe resull of the bankrupicy of all illusions
as o democracy and the policy of class co-operation. Secondly.
it s the outcome of the terrible pressure which low wages,
dircet and indirect laxes, ete., exercise on the living standard
of the proletarat, In addition there is the feeling of dark uncer-
taiinly concerning coming evenls. In the same degree that the
above-mentioned factors n the discontent of the broad masses
increase, will the agitation take definite shape. The third wave
of the strike movement is already announcing itself, The railwus
workers of Cenfral Cermany have almost unanimously voled
for a defensive strike against the aftack on working conditions
and, the eighi-hour day and for the further nationalization of
transport.  The trade-umion bureaucrats were ouly able o
posipene the strike for a while by the exertion of their uimost
efforts. This at once clearly shows the character of the nesi
sivike wave, AL dirst merely wage conflicls, it will more and
more take the foim of a struggle for the maintenance of (he
right acquired by fhe prolefarial up fo now. The growing de-
preciation of curcency and the new enormous (axes will only
mtensify and increase (he extemn of these struggles,

The situation in Cermany  to-day 15, in shorl, the following.
With ihe assistance of the Mensheviks and  the  trade-union
leaders the bourgeoisie has been able to establish itsell politically
firmly and to get (he control of the stale again in ifs own hands.
Now (he bourgeoisie is atlempting (o establish itself in the
cconontic felid as well. In the interior, we sec atincks on the eight-
hour day, reducfion of wges, provocation of the workers and
employees, atfacks on the right of coalition, in short, an enormons
Ionvering af the standord working conditions. On an inlernalional
scale, the bonrpeoisie is sceking economic ties with France and
Fugland fur ¢ common exploitation of the German working-
class (see the Wiesbaden agreement and the trade agreement
with Eonglind).  Thus (he future is showing itself 1o the
German workingclass clearvr and  clearer. lie  trade-union
feaders are siill (rying with all their influence to dam up the
ferntentation in the Gepmar working-class, ‘Their press is full
of bifter attacks upon all revolutionaries and esFemI!v against
Soviel Russia. At firsi their inciting was successful. Thal is fhe
vause of the present condilion of fermentation without either
ueal or direction. In the meanwhile, circumstances will become
stronger than all lics and denials and will drive the proletarial,
(o the step Trom which if still shrinks: the revolutionary class-
strugpele.

Taxation Problems in Russia.

By F, Preobraschenshi.

The' introduction of a new railway tariff has caused a con-
swlerable amount ol dissatisfaction in the working-class. At presen|
ihis dissatisfaction has to some extent subsided but labour’s aftitude
toward (his measure is slill a hostile one, which clearly demon-
sfrates how little our taxation policy is undersiood by the prole-
tarial. The introduclion of the tax on industry met with no such
vpposition. lowever, the fact that it is oblaining no energelic
supporl from and is scarcely undersiood by the working-class
agam shows how little the prolefariat as a class comprehends
I1s advanifages,

I wo vbjectious are raised against the new industry fax, Firsily,
11s defective wording and an enfire series of mistakes in ils appli-

cation are pointed out; errors thal had to be rectified after it had
been in force for some time —for example, the numerous changes
in the rnilwaf fares. These objections are justified and we musi
draw the following conclusions therefrom: every decree on (he
ntrodiction of new taxes must be carefully considered before-
hand. Tt wonld be even better if all such proposuls should [lirsi
be published and discussed for a finie before they hecome laws.

The other objectors mainlain that the iniroduction of taxation
has few or no advantages. The taxes are shifted upon the wages
of the workers and employees, since the merchants exploit the
working-class hy a corresponding rise in lhe price of neccessi-
hes, so thal the State is compelled {o replace what the working-
class loses out o its own pockel. In (he last analysis the trans-
portation charges are paid, nol by the retailer who has paid for
the transport of his potatoes according to the new rates and
immediately raises the retail price ol poialoes, bud by (he workers
who buy the polatoes at the higher price. The State is for-
vad o equalize this depreciation of 1hie actual wage by an increase
in wages and the result is that what is gained in oue deparument
(Railway revenuce) is lost in the other (the Factory Adminisira-
tion, which pays oul wages and salaries),

Those raising these chjcctions have either reasoned talsely or
else are simply stupid.  For in reality faking for granted that in
Moscow the monthly revenue from the increase in lares, the ind-
ustrial and otler taxes are 30 milliard roubels, that the merchants,
artisans and others shilt the fases on the consumers by increasing

rices  who, then, are these consumers? Ou lhe one hand wor-
‘ers and clerical employees, on the other hand, however, the arti-
sans, peasants, dealers and speculators, the remains of the bour-
beoisie, in short, the peily-bourgeois elements, Assuming {hat
half the taxes will be <hified (o the shoulders of the working-
#lass and the other half upon the won-proletarians, what is the
result? The hall, &oe, 15 anlliards, that fall on the shoulders of
the workimg-class must b replaced by the Soviel government; (jic
other half, however, represaits the net revenue of the government.
The Sovier government is not in the leas) concerned as (o how
the hourgeois eleinents shift this burden [rom one group to the
ather.  hs task is only the following: approximately ascerfaining
i what degree the taxes burden he workers and  clerical
employees and raising their wages to correspond. When we con-
sider that the workers are a minorily of the consumers in ihe
entire population, we find that the uel revenue greatly esceeds
the sum that the State has o repay lo the working-class.

The work of the Soiel government in the near future will con-
sigt of a forther syswematic increase i laxation - especially upon
luxuries an refail cuterprises (delicalessens in the Tverskaia) that
cater exclusively 10 the needs of the bourgeoisie. The working-
class, whose fndigoation 15 aroused at the sight of all these cafés,
florisis and confcerioners, as well @5 Ly the envrmous profits ol
the traders wd speculawrs, mist support the government’s
taxation policy with all the means in its power. For il we per-
mined warestricted trade  aud no one even flnoks of abolishing
it we still are abie 1 keep the profis of the iraders and specu-
lators in the entire conmtry down 1o @ mimom. This power is
exercised woan unfeehng tasstion o0 all won-Slate enterprises
and i e privileges edtendod jo e working part of the popu-
Jation. The workivg-class can but greel each new tax. It must
see 10 i that the povernivenl replaces thie losses that arise from
ihe vesulling increase of prices, Inils wrn, (he Soviel govern-
mient considers this compensation as its primary doty.

I no way do ve overcstimate the rife of these laxes o oour
budget, but anyoue who will take the trouble to make the nec-
essary calculatipns witl come {o the conclusion thal, in the coming
year, we will be able 1o cover 107 of the revenue thal we are al
present deriving from (he issue of paper moncy. That means
that, in our atiempt fo establish a firm foreign exchunge, we will
be able by means of iazation, either 1o reduce the emission of
intes by 10 % or merease our expendilnres for production by the
siine amnount,

. o e —— . b
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THE LABOUR MOVEMENT

Destitution in Czecho-Slovakia and
CommunisiWork in the Tade-Unions.
By F. Kunte (Prague).

the revolutionizing of (he working-class of Czecho-Slovakia
which has been ‘goiug on for sonie time witl incredible rap:dn_.-
peflects the lowering of the living-standard of the workers of fhig
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“‘victorious nation”, their return fo consciousness after the national
intoxication and after the vanishing of their blind faith in the
counfry's new leaders.

If we compare the pre-war siandard of living of the workers
in this land with that of the present, we obtain the following
mclure.

Accarding fo the collective agreemeuts, the basic wage per hour
was in hellers as follows:

June Feb IEre e

MASONS d 1914 12 per ceul

First year alter apprenticeship . 1 RET]] (|

Second year after apprenticaship ] iy K33

More experienced masons . . . s ] ThHo

Alter two years' employment . | fi Han T

Facade workers . . . . . . ., T Kl g
UNSKILLED BUILDING

WORKERS

Under 17 years . 5. b s i 2 2 Kis

Dvér §T Years .= &' o v A BH] Hi]l ~21

Wone's ., w i e 5o 2 280 LT
BRICKYARD WORKERS

10 TP N M - 1Y {on 11400

Yollm: & "0 "4 & i oph bl Hon [RIH

Wames . . & -85 80w S 14 26 1524
JOINERS

First year alter apprenticeship 23 2450 1Ny

Fourﬂ': year after apprenticeship i 40 Kt

Skilled artisans |, e e AR SO0 917
CARPENTERS

EIrM YBRE s oo w5 a1 s al L TN

SECONS YeRY. & v w w4 S N 70 TG

More experienced . . . . . . tid TN 0l
STONE-CUTTERS

First year after apprenticeship 1 BYH] T

More experienced | 2 3 an (] 1100

Polshery . oiv 570 v 6t e ] ] 110K
STOVE-FITTERS

3rd (highest-paid group) . . . titi UsTl] K4
VARMISHERS = = = Sy w ai 1 tisl
MACHINIBTS: , cin. iw %0 o i Wi it i
INSTALLATION WORKERS . . aH i ST
PLUMBERS .. < s or 7 o 4 w 4 ] 250 i

According 1o these Tigures, (eslablished al the time of the
March lockout), the wage-increases in (he building trades vary
between 400 and 1,100 per cent. Now [ur the iucrease in the cost
of food and other necessities of life, The following table furnishes
data thereon:

Yeoh Cont ol lu
Article Unit Price im R;‘:’::.l Ihis quantity | creame
June 4 Feb. 21 | person | Jume 14 Frb. 21 “i
Suit one BOO0 1275,000  one B 127500 2025
Man'sshoes| 1 pair | 16,000 200, (0} 2 pair & | S0 asoo0 1712
repairs
Man's shirt | one 200 1O l-_: S 220,000 L
Man's hat one AINCIEN R UIXEY i A0 11o00f 17as
Wheal {lour| 1 kg U8 3200 40 kg | 19,20 128000 S
Bread I loai | 050 250152 loaves | 26,00 130,00] i
Pork | | kg 200 2000 20 kg | 52,00 624,000 1Lk
Beef 3 LEG 22000 20 5,000 372,000 e
Potatoes ” 0 Lo, 1040 H4660] Lk
Lard " 204 40000 18 SB,T2 T20000  1R6T
Butter = 390 ol 13, 0,70 G24.000 1145
Eggs one 0oN 140 80 B A0 T 00 1525
g;ce Tkg | 045 550 12 kg G000 102,000 1670
as " 048 5200 12 576 G240 OR3
Milk | diter | 0,30 4001 52 liters 13,60 208,001 1211
Coflee | kg 400 32000 6 k 2hN HI2000 12N)
Sugar st RN 15 b | Tl 12370 N
. ) A . - 205 1227 T
Beer |1 'ilitf 0,28 2,500 100 Liters | 2800 =3000] T2
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Thus it can be seen that wages have nol nearly increased as
much as the cost of living. Even if we condiser the matter from
{he petty-bourgeois sfandpoint and regard the worker's positiog
in 1014 as “normal”, this level has not been attained. We app
fully justified in speaking of a pauperization in this connection,
This pauperization becomes even more apparent when it is realizeg
that in the early part of 1921 the average weekly wage, accordiy
fo official statements, of a textile worker was 145 kronen,

8 brewery worker was 180 kronen, and of a building or wood
worker was 215 kronen.

Daily experience is teaching the worker how correct the cop.
nmunist theories of the further development of capitalism and how
false the illusions of reforrmsm are. Bui wherever the worker
begins a struggle against pauperizalion the leaders of his trade
wion leave tim in the lurch. That is the reason for the gian|
sirides the communisi movement is makipg in its penetration of
the trade-unions ,and especially so in Czecho-Slovakia. The cali,
tenacious work of our Czecho-Slovakian comrades has succeeded
in_oblaining the leadership of several large unions —the Agri
cultural Workers' Union, the Chemical Waorkers' Union and the
Budding and Wood Workers' Union—not by means of stratogic
manoeuvres but simply by winning the confidence of the workers,
All these unions remain in the Trade-Union Commission
I'rague. The decision as to the direction which the Czecho-Sio-
vakian frade-unicn movemen! shall follow will be made by the
peneral Trade-Union Congress al the and of the year. The resuli
ol the provincial conference of the Moravian trade-unions was
a good omen for the outcome of this congress. Af this conference
Tayerle, a member of the Amsterdam secrefarial, suffered a dis.
graceful defeal, the resolulions of the communisis receiving 465
voles against 2. These resolutions declare for adherence 1
Moscow and demand the uniting of all workers in Czecho-Slovakiy
without national or trade distinction into one allembracing
powerful union with various frade scetions.  All  trade-union
conllicts are to be carried on not from the individual trade stand.
point but from the standpoint of the class-struggle:

The call for international unification s especially direcied 10
the German workers, who are suffering (he samie generd
impoverishment, bul who have a much more difficull struggle
within their unions. From the beginning the struggle in 1l
separatist German trade-unions, detached ?mm the Czech union:
(the German unions have about 300,000 members, the ceniral
unions over 700,600 members), was more bitter and the German
trade-union bureaucracy more unscrupulous than ilie Czech, Ther
enfire powerful apparatus was pul at the service of a campaign
of lies against the communisis, supporfed by the (rade-union
press having a circulation of hundreds of (housands of copies
Some few individuals had to take up arms against this hydra
supporied by a decision of the executive board, on April oth ther:
hegan a wholesale exclusion of communist officials o all 1l
ttade-unions, and m the Texlile Workers' Uwmioi there oeeured
the expulsion of five locals with 10,000 members, who wure forcel
to organize in a federation of all those workers exelled from the
union. In those unions where the commumsts have a majarity,
as n the glass-workers™ union, the bureancracy is sabalaging
the calling of the union convention. Lven if we are not able v
assert thai in the German unions the communists and the
sympathisers have a majonity, nevertheless 1t can be said that
whevever it was possible 1o carry on the work, firm pois of
suppart have been gained. Our tenacious work within the unions
and the events and coming struggles in the Czech camp will take
care of the future.

Crant struggles in e autunm are throwing their shadow betore
i Usirau, the most important anthracite coal region i (he
republic.  The coal barons mie planning a 50 % cut in the wage
scale. The mefal workers of Central Bohemia are fucing serious
conflivis. In the Northern Bohemiar textile indusiry new wage
negotistions are taking place. The Moravian agricultiral worker:
are threatening 1o strike because the new governmental food plan
condemns them lo immediate starvation, The vailway workers
are angrily demanding thesfulfillment of old pronuses ur inpro
ments in their working conditions from the new Benescli bour-
feois-sqcial democratic coalition governmenl, Thx Communisi
‘arty is everywhere pointing out (o the workers the inner
connection of all these conflicts and the necessity of conducling
them as an international class-siruggle. 1his counsel is so syumpit
und illuminating that it finds nstant response among the workers
In the struggle they will learn more clearly than ever (o distinguish
in the trade-unions between friend and foe, the fellow-combatais
and the traitors Moscow and Amsterdam,
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The First Congress of the German
Independent General Federation of
Employees.

Fa. The Allgemeine Freie Angestelltenbund (Afa) -Inde-
paident General Federation of Employees—held its firs congress
in Diisseldori on the 2nd and 3rd of October. The Afa is the
union of all the organizations of the so-called brain-workers
(salesmen, clerical workers, foremen, technical officials, etc.) in
Geimany stnding on “free” Trade-Union principles. - Up 10
a shori time ago these unions were a parl of the Allgemeine
Lieatsche  Gewerkschafts-Bund  (General German Trade-Union
I ederation). The formal separation from the ADGB. took place
ur April. - The ground for this was the following: it woul% be
vasier for ihe employees' organizations to recruil new members
among the brain-workers, still infused with bourgeois ideology.
it they were separated from (he manual workers’ feedention. The
co-operiation of the hand and brain workers was not to be at all
altecied by this measure,

To-day the Afa has 750,000 members, while in 1914 ihe brain
workers' unions could shiow ouly 50,600 members altogether. This
fiact beiter than any other shows the spiritual transformation of
tie technivians and clerical workers, up fo now the most faithinl
supporters of the exploiling cliss which has taken place in the
Fst few yoears,

Under the constrami of circumstances, with the cootinual fall
of their actial salaries, even the foremen and technicians had
th realize that they could secure their existence not by harmony
with Capital but only by (he bitterest struggle against it. The
lactory officials to-dey see in the manual workers their nafural
coitlederates, i the entreprenenrs, on (he other hand, their enemy.
Previously i1l was almost exactly the confrary ; at any rate the
employees considered themselves nearer o the capitalisi than lo
the worker, OFf course, the 750,000 membership is bui a fraction
of Ihe millions of clerical workers, but the process of transfor-
mation 1s making steady progress, which is especially shown by
the variens votes of thie clerical organizations. An ever increasing
percentage is decliring for the biee Trade-Union posifion,

Considered from this standpoint, we communisis can bul wel-
come this development as it gradually deprives the capitalists of
their litherto most important weapon against the working-class,

However, it musi not be forgotien that this movement has alsy
s reaction in that the refornmst spirit in the German labor
movemeni as sirengihened. The clerical workers nalturally do
not chauge overnight from suplgﬁriers of class harmony lo stera
fighters mn the class-struggle. Rather they attempt to apply their
previous way of thinking in the vew orgunization. This appeared
very clearly in the Disseldorf congress, 1l was rather siriking
that in prolelarian congress not only an extraordinarily large
mumiber of representatives of government and cily bureaus bul
also delegaies from bourgeois, i e ami-working-class parties
WEIE Presenl as guests,

After o speech on purely orpaisational questions the reformsl
tendeney, became arbiculate o fwo leciures on labor laws and
social dnsurance. I connection therewith the *“right” socialisi
speakers Sins et w oand  the former Prussian finance minister
Fodemann expresed opavona which had pothing m edmmon with
the class siruggle,  Lildemann characterized the future line of
developmicnl i the following words :

“The trade.unions (o-day are no longer what they were in 1he
past, fighling organizations againsi the State.  They are ue longer

nuisroken  class-stiruggle  organizations,  bul  they  are
belprng 1 the  completion of our democratic system of
covermment, ther ace collaboraling in  legislation and share

rosponsibilines with the government."”

Cafortunately there was litile if any opposition in the congress
tn this crass recaniation of the class-siruggle. One can see that
the comnmmnists have still ap enormous task before them in the
Ala. lowever, they have absolutely no reason fo be pessimistic,
swce their best ally in the hard struggle for the revolutionizing
of e German brain workers will be decaying capitalism itsell.
- e D

P T P B e

| THE COMMUNIST YOUTH

| Youth in iis Present Struggle
againts Militarism.
by F. Fujovich.

“The last war" which the world bourgeoisie presenied (o the
inlernational prolefariat, together willi the promise of a new
world and the rule of perfect democracy, is still going on; in

Asia and in Morocco blood is still flowing in rivers. An armed
conflici between America and Japan also appears unavoidable.
And in almost every country, the bourgeoisie, which had faken
from the proletariat the few liberties it had left, has established
a ruthless White Terror,

France has an enormous sumber of (roops continually under
arms. In Upper Silesia the conflict between Germany and Poland
scems fo be going on without any apparent prospect of an
armistice,. Poland and Roumania are secretly mobilising agaimsi
Soviet Russia, and the other nations of the “Little Entente” seem
to be ready to join this new adventure. In all the” viclorious
countries the effective forces of the army are much greater thay
before the war; a certain dislike of the barracks is alread
noficeable.

These facts bind all the organizations of Communis! Youth
to most intensive activity in the field of anti-military propaganda,
above all in the couniries which still are at war or which majntait
a large standing army. This propaganda mus{ be pushed in the
cily and m the country districts, on the fighting line and in the
garrisons in accordauce with a carefully worked-out plan. The
propaganda must be directed not only al the soldier, who at all
times offers his life for the inferesis oi the bourgeoisie, but all
those who dre related fo hint. Through it there should arise
a general discontent, aud the young suldiers shiould be clearly and
convincingly given (o undersiand tha( there exists only one means
of destroying militarism- the world revolution, The world war
has demonstrated to the satisfaction of the proletarian and peasan:
masses (hat they have nolhing 10 gain by war. The enormous
number of dead, wounded and crippled and the sufferiugs arising
from the war must be strongly emphasized and the nonchalance
of the government concerning those niade incapable of
earning their daily bread by wmjuries received in the war
The masses must be reminded of the devastation caused by the
war, of all the horrors lived through, of the oppression of fhe
rich, which has caused the ever-increasing nusery of the working-
class in the period after the war. Our first aim must be the
bringing about of demoralisation in (he army by every meaus in
our power, then 1o try 10 win over the army o our point of view,
by showing them that only the rule of world communism ca.
bring about the hinal desiruction of mulitarism and its attendant
misery.

When, after the dissolution of the capitalist army, the lasi
support of the world burgeoisie, the communist party remains
as the oncl{ organized force in the land, the poor prasanis will
be unavoidably drawn (o (he party.

In the anti-militarist propaganda among he peasani masses we
musi confine ourselves to the questions that nlerest them mosl,
s0 that we shall be thoroughly undersiood by (hem, and make
them hate and avoid military service. We musi adapt the propa-
ganda to the intellectyal level of the people it is 1o reach and (0
their economic needs at the given moment. Tu the immediate future
our goal must be first of all the discrwditing i the bourgeosic n
meir eyes, the pointing oin of the wsolvable contradiction befwee
their intevests and those of the capilalisis, thus winning thei
sympathy, bul we must avoid atempung to win the broad nasse.
of the agricultural population for the ideas of pure Communisnt,

As far as the the anti-militarist propaganda among the younger
workers is concerned, it must emphasize the absolutely unavoidably
necessily for the lormation of a Red Army in order 1o be able
10 tinally defeat the bourgeoisie, 10 make possible the revolutionars
transformation and afterwards for the defence of the revolution,
The ideas of a general disarmament and oi elernal perce under
democratic rule—these ideas so dear (0o the hear! of the centrist
and social-democratic youth -must be combatted with the greal
truth of the absoluie impossibility af peace uader capitalise.

The question of desertion comes up very often w our propa-
ganda. In contradiction to the previous <tand-point of the anti-
militarist pacifists who praised it, we must condemmi it in the
sharpest terms, for il resulis in the movement being deprived of
valuable material, since ot compels the deseriers 1o flex the
couniry.

Our program is as folluws: Enter the barracks, there be a com:
muiisi hcfore everything else, hecome o cenler of comumunisi

ropaganda, and build a comnumniti cell as sooin s possible,
l;'hcse cells at first are (o bring about confusion aud disorder in
the army, and al the moment when the town and land proletariat
begin the armed uprising, they are to bring about the fraterniza-
tion of the soldiers and the armed prolelariat. The proletarian
youth, the future soldiers of the Red Army, by means of suitable
ropaganda, are {0 be made clearly conscious of their task in the
irst hours of the struggle. The day when there will exist a World

Red Army will mark the downfall of the world bourgeoisie; the
victorious revolution will no longer need defence and then, but
only then,.all armies will cease (o exist.

Moscow, Seplember 23, 1021, i
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THE WOMEN'S MOVEMENT

The National Conference
of Communisi Women
in Czecho-Slovakia.

By C. K. K. Prague

Last winter when the struggle concerning the 21 entrance
conditions to the Third International was raging in the left wing
ol the Czech social-democratic party, the parly executive, al
that time already in ils majorly communisi, considered il neces-
sary fo postpone the convention called for the month of May lor
iwo months, because they feared that, on account ol the insulfi-
cient fime avatlahle for propaganda and discusston the open and
concealed centrists would be able lo succeed in getting a large
part of the doubiful elements lo vole against the enfrance con-
ditions and thus cause a further split in the party. In the midst
of this insplferable condition of uncertainty the Czech working-
women, (hrough their clear and decisive position created an
entirely new situation.  1hey called their own convention for the
12th and 13th of March in P'rague, in which they characterized
the entrance into the Third International and the formation ol
a communist mass-parly as absolutely demanded by the interior
and international situation and verbally declared:

“If there should occur a further postponemenl of entrance
mto the Third Liternational, we are determined fo call a special
conlerence lor the upion of the Czech womens's movemenl with
the section of Communist Youth and the CGerman Communist
Party. Our place is by the side ol our children, and our post-
ponement of our pmediate winon with them 1s only due io the
fact that we do vot desirs in violate the decision ol the party
execilive, since this step would indicate a lack of conlidence in
those comrades who have been intrusted with the carrying oul
of that decision, We trust thar we will nol be compelled io take
this step, since it would be o ¢lear demonstration of the weakness
and waniing courage of the men comrades. We are iully con-
scious ¢l the consequences of the acceptance of the entrance con-
ditions of the Third Interunational and realize that we will have
to undergo renewed persecuiion. Nevertheless we demand
unconditional adhevence 10 the Conununist International.”

*This resolution of the women in which they declare their de-
ciston o leave the Czech workers' party together with the youth
and unite with the German communisis rather than suffer
a further postponement of the final decision was already at that
tire an historical act,

Therdiore il s in aecordaiee with a certain revolutionary
tradition that now the women ol Czecho-Slovakia have come
together before the rest of the working-class and, fourteen days
helore the Uity Convenlion, have cffected the union of all the
national groups in theve rank. The National Congress of Com-
wunist Women which 1ok place al Prague-Smichow on the 15th
and 16th of October consisted of 75 Czecho-Slovakian and
W0 Gierman delegates.  In the preseat stage ol our movement's
development, Czecho-Slovakian does ot only mean Czech and
Slovak, bu! Hungarian and Ruthenian as well and the only
nwasnres necessary were the union with the Germans and the Poles.
The Czecho-Slovakian delegates vepresented about 100,000 and the
Cierman about B0 organized comrades. In (he Czecho-Slova-
kian as well as in the German Communist Party, the women are
about 207, of the total organized membership. When it is con-
sidered that the women are at least one-hali of the population,
and in view ol the politicical equalily of the sexes; however this
percentage is of course somewhat small, It must nof be lost sight uf
that in the old socidal-detocratic party before 1018 the women were
only 4% of the membership. Of course there never was as
lavorable a time for the awakemng ol class-consciousness among
the women as the presenl, There are untold thousands of women
and girls in Czecho-Slavakia who are in the most various ways
objects ol capitalist exploilation. The economic consequences
ol the break-down ol capiiahsim are almosl even more keenly
felt by the female proletarial than by the male workers. Price
incredses and unemployment wrn the life of the prolelarian
women wto a living hell. But not the economic conditions alone
sre driving the working-women of Czecho-Slovakia into the com-
munist camp.  The complete ‘ncapacity of political democracy to
deal with the especial need. of the proletarian woman have made
the working-women realize how litile they can expect from the
other parties, Although suffrage was gr{nled to ri,ehg womerh i
1018 and all parties in Czecho-STuvakian have their women repre-
weillatives in Parliament, the Czecho-Slovakian Parliament has
sal dine anything for (he partiedlar weeds of (he working-woman.

The women are sfill waiting for the passage of a law guarap.
teeing motherhood protection for ant working women,
hundreds of thousands of proletarian children are still delivered
oyer 1o destruction within capitalist society. The complete bank.
ruplcy of parliamentarism and the betrayal of the working-class
by the social patriofs have deeply shaken the belief of the women
in political parties in general and made their organization ex.
tremely difficult. They tear thal in afler years sor e will come
to them and say, “What | preached to you during A1l this time
wds a lie. Even | do noi believe it any more,” They hate the
social-demoeralic traitors and’as a resuil ol their suffering have
voted revolutionarily, but regard anyone who desires fo organize
them with distrust,  When we lake these circumstances info
consideration, the 20% percentage of women in the movemen|
means a huge success, since il is relalively not less than four
limes the percentage of 1018, and in figures the number of or
ganized women has increased thirtyfold.  In  the comnunist
propaganda amoug the women the leclwres on Soviet Russia
have met with especial success, for women whe in the land of
the great lumanist Muasaryk are socially completely without
rights and are delivered over lo the public welfare, are influenced
in favor of the dictatorship ol the proletariat by nothing so much
as by the picturing of the enormous work which the Soviet
government has accomplished for all children withoul distine-
tion in the last three years. 1t can be thus understood why the
women organized in the movement are among the mosi trust
worthy and sacrificing members and are not only considered
as comrades but as fellow-hghters by the side ot the men, who
are prepared 1o nke any sacrifice for the liberation of the
proletarial.

The faci that the question of the political and economic situation,
which was treated by comrade Joskau of Reichenberg was pul
al the lead of the order of business 1s an indication of the
serious spirit of the conference. Comrade Knilové spoke on ihe
liternational Women's Congress i Moscow, comrade Krenovd
on the tactics of the Communist Parly and the women, comrade
Houserova on the organic uniting of the national women's sections
in Czecho-Slovakia and comrade Rosakova on the children groups.
A large uumber of delegates took part in the debate and for the
first time since the split mn the old Austrian secial-democracy
speeches were delivered i various languages, without the
sessions of the covvention being disturbed in any way.

The congress was a forerunner of the Unily Congress and il was
a good omen therefor, for it demuonstrated that agreement on all or-
panistional and (actical yuestions was possible without [riction,
i spite of the differences in language. There was one language
which all participanis knew the language of revolulionary
readiness for baifle and revoluhionary will to viclory. The Prague
government officials naturally were possessed of a somewhat
conceivable fear of ihis language and sent two official represen-
latives 10 the conierence who were, however, promptly put out
of the hall by the chairman. The Prague police were particulary
interested in the guests al the conference and especially in
comrade Baum of Berlin, bhur thie interest eould not disturb the
conference in the leasi.

The newly elected execufive board of the communist womein.
m which all nationalitics are represenied, laces very important
1asks. No onlr the innumerable women of various occu-
pations the Slovak agricultural workers, the Prague house
servants, and the Northern Bohemia industrial workers bul
also the numberless housewives must be drawn into the ranks
of the commumist parly as class-conscious fellow-combatants.
We are conlident that this execulive will do all in ils power o
render itseli worthy of and accomplish ils great 1ask

HELP FOR RUSSIA

The Causes of the Russian Famine.

By Victor Serge (Petrograd).

They are numerous und complex. One must recall them how
ever in order to ascertain those responsible and the consequences
thereof. In a certain, but nol over-importani degree, they are
characteristic of the Russia of the old régime which suffered almos!
periodic famines without the “civilized world” bothering fo think
about it. In four years of ferrible revolutionary siruggle the evil
heritage of the old regime still exerted its nefarious influence upoi
fhe land. The ignorance of the sants and their primitive
methods would alone have sniﬁcegﬂlio produce a veritable cala-
sirophe in a vear of drought, The exleni of the calamity, however,
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is not due only 10 these social and climatic conditions. We must
direct our attention to some others,

I. Before the war M. Charles Rivet (of “Le Temps”) describes
in a book which he has devoled to the lasi of the Czars and (0
Rasputin with whal superior disdain the Ambassadors of the
U'rench Republic at St. Petershurg regurded the moujiks, thal
enormous reserve of cannon-food for war, , . . At the time when
ihe readers of YLe Temps" were reading every morning thai
“the Cossacks were lwo days” march from Berlin®, the Allies
aily counted on l\hc_Russian cannon-fodder to slow up  the
fornudable war machine of the Ceniral Powers. The figures ol
the Russian losses were enormous, so great that one gearcely sees
wite cripples i the cities and villages of Russia they are dead
I e wmber of bayouet attacks apamst the Ceeman anillery Lad
uot beew muhiphed withoul paying a fearful price in blood, The
lives, the steength of the Kussian liclds were exhausted at lasli,
\s the destouchon of transporiation followed suil, as the way
devoured an enormous number ol horses torn from work in the
fields, the death ol the best, mosi vigerous men brought nearer
the death of Russian soil.  These are things which should be
brought 1o mind from time 1o (e,

L Hhe blockade Why should one be surprised at (he speciacle
af thirty niillion Russian peasants siarving 1o death? The Russian
famine has been deliberately planoed, planned and organized for
vears with all the resources of modern technology, The most
noled statesinen of two worlds have several fimes deliberaled
thereon, French, English and Americans, in the luxury of the
silons at Versailles, deliberately condemmned the innumerable
Russian people to famine, The enlire press approved 1he decision —
the parliaments, millions of bourgevis voters, all cultured, patriotic,
humane, Christian people raised no protest, Those who saw the
poor collapsing in the streets of Petrograd and Moscow, in the
winter of 1919, succumbing fo gradual starvation, who have seen
horses perishing in the snow i thie streets of the Russian capilals
every day, who remember the vae-eigth of a pound of bread then
distributed by the Comniunes (o the workers, who have ol
iorgofien that a Luropean newspaper never entered Red Russia
at thad time - they know {oo well that the famine is the inexpiable
vrime af international reaction, inexpiable because commitied with
the fullesi complacency and serenily of spirit.

An absurd crime. 1t has not killed the Russian Revolution. [t
was based on a [false calculation. Revolulionisis are always
huangry ! They know liow to hold ont agains( hunger. But the
children are Jcnd. The aged and weak are dead. The scienhsts,
the poets —the entire helpless élite of humanity - are dead. And
now tlufr are organizing - somelimes will (he assislance of in-

&

tellectuals who made no protest against the blockade -relief for
the survivars.
LoFhe civil war b rvagied  over  (he  provioees  now

devastated by the Tamine at least four times. Lach time the
drmies of Ui reaction have pillaged the houses, destroyed the
miplements and murdered the men, 1t was in the Volga regions
that the Czecho-slovaks, incited by the English and French
military missions, took up arms in 1918 to cul off Russia from
its grain supplies in the Urals and in Siberin and starve it i
submission, There {1 was thai Savinkov and the members of the
Constituent Assembly established their White government with
tie aid of the Allies. 1t was there that Kolichak lannched his new
olfeiisives on the eve of his recognition by France. With every
advance of the cquuier-revolutionary armies the White Terror
decimated the peasaniry, the horizon was covered the flames of
burning villages, the catlle were led away, fhe railways torn up
and the bridges destroyed. . . . The *Daily Chronicle”, ‘'L
Journal" and the “New Yerk fimes" announced lel us not forget
111) these victories: **Admiral Kolichak has blown up two bridges
on the Volga, . . .. y

Lveryone lo-day knows in how large a degree the Russian
counter-revolution was the direct crime of foreign capiial, 11 s
only oo easy lo name those responsible therefor,

Ao Lhe conflict between the revolutionury city and the couniry
S i it petty-bourgeois, religions and conservative mentality o
conflicl which certain elemeats of the counter-revolution hav.:
cleverly known how to furn fo their own advanlage, aided by the
deplorable circumstances which compelled the Soviet governmen!
lo make use of requisitions for the nourishmen! of its armies
The small insurrections in (he Volga regions fomented by tie
Right Socialist Revlutionaries- or by the clergy run ito (he
hundreds, The conflict between the town proletarial and the
peasant middle class, it may be stated, although it has profound
economic and psychological causes, has been rendered acute by
the war and by the blockade. The greater par{ of the excesses
1o which they led would have been easily avoided if the prolefariat
in the factories had been able to furnish the villages manufactured
articles in exchange for the grain demanded. But the proletariat

was fighting on seven thimiable ivonts, the faclories were shit
down, and the counter revolution had seized onr fuel supplies
Denikin, the Don and the English, Baku.

Then there are the secondary causes, which do not alway~
bring us face 10 face with those reponsible for ihe Tainine

5 The exceedinely primitive wycicaltoral imlenteats umd the
farnaran ey f#] the Rﬂ\ s Peasant,

LEwill be easily realized that of w1918, thaf s inunediaiely after
the victory of the workers i the sireefs of Petrograd aind Mossgw.
the Furopean proleiariai had comnelled the reaction to respect aid
recugnize the young vevolution, then so enthusiastic and ready
Yor the moyt herculean tusks, iF a small part of ihe energy devole |
1o the carrying on of the war had bees expended in the inprove-
menl ol avrienlureal bonplements, in the ereation of irrigation
canals, in the education of the peasantry the drought would not
not hav n able Lo destroy in a few weeks the crops of a region
larger v Franee. . ..

Hoounder the present state of afisirs, the diought has been
atle w devastate the most fertile rerions of Russia, it is onlv
because the seouree raved over a soil whore war had destroyed
the {ools un the fruit of human labor, over a noeple, decimated,
exhausied and discouraged by infinite affliction, over a laud
where seed, wagous horses,” aud  above all knowledge are
lucking because & determicod altempt had been made 1o desiroy
vverything,

If the beautiful plains of the Volga, burnt by (he sun, seem
{0 have become u desert; it is due 1o the fact that for four
vears the entire capitalist world has not ceased 1o desire tlie
death of the revolution, of this revolutionary people,

That must wot be forgoiten! The day ailer the end of the
butchery perpetrated from 1914 w 1918, the rulers of the old
world, the rich, committed this second critne against humanity

the blockade, the altempt to assassinate the Russian people.
When the bourgeois philaniropists are stirred by the thought of
the death of thousands of babies in (he government of Saraloy,
when the scribblers who, in 1010, estimated {he advanlages of
the blockade as an inexpensive, and, compared with military
intervention, very sure nethod, speak of help for Russia,
when Noulens is appointed to aid our starving peasants, lel
us not forgel, comrades, to denounce the crime and to brand-
mark the criminals. There still are battles to be fought; the
help for Russia will inaugurate no armuslice belween the
reaction which has slarved us, and now pretends to come to
our assistance tn order 1o better accomplish its work of deail,
and the starved Revolution. The Russian famine is only a
tragic episode of the international class-war. The American
caplains of industry who are sending to Pelrograd and Moscow
the humanitarian personnel ol M, Hoover, followed by cargoes
of rice and condensed milk - the same personnel whose relief
for Hungary paved the way for the Horthy regime -do nol
doubt it. If they give at all. it is because {he pressure of the
imasses and the troubled conscience of the mob compel them 1o
do so; 15 1s because they vannot do otherwise--and because they
are wailing for a favorable turn ol events 10 give the revolulion
A finislung blow. o watch over them, to combat them, to de-
noance them  for the revolutionary, that means, more than ever,
helping Russia.

The Arrival of the Seed-Corn.

Ihe well-known Russian publicist Bachvetelf has pictured the
arrival of the first shipment of aced in the Volga Province in the
following words.

At firsi there were only vague rumors, A tmid ray of liope
went through the land. From village 1o village the rumior swelled
like an avulanche, Somewhere seed was being collected. The
first transport soon arrived w the Volga region. “Lenin himseli”
was in command of the oops thal were to compel the satiated
(o help their hungering brothers, Fverybhody did not believe these
rumors fo the same degree, but they nevertheless began {o prepare
the fields. Soon the hirsi rofugees began to return to their home
districts, Then the first shipments of rye arrived from (he
“fortunate regions"”. And everybody wondered. As if the child
graves had suddenly disappeared, as if the limhs were no longer
swollen with hunger fyphus, as if the aged had ceased to spit
blood,—(he seed-corn was arriving. These words were more effec
tive thau the most inflammatory speeches. The le were again
restlessly busiling about the lzmdoned. uncultivated fields. Old
and young set themselves to the plough. Those who had sold their
horse drew the themselves or worked wi::';rldu. For only
those who had already ploughed their fields received seed-corn.
The women who had lived on magic charms the entire period
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were chased back to the villages. The belief in the coming of the
Anti-Clirist, which had found a large following, disappeared.

And the seed was actually arriving, 1t was being unloaded
day and night, in the towns, at the railway stations: Never was
work more willingly done than fhen. Railway and transport
workers, many far advanced in years, competed with the Red
Guards. Without complaining, hali-starying, ragged men loaded
millious of poods ai the desigihated situations. 1nsleld of doubi
the infinite patience, the c¢haracterisiic of the Russian peasant,
again came (v the surface, The e{:rmpileﬂ were carefully watched,
but vue did not need to employ one's own guards; the peasants
are the best walchmen,

fo steal the corn from Mother Earth,—thai the peasant cannot
uo. Ihe sacrilege would be too greal, ‘It has been sént for her,
not for us", says the peasanl. And after ! Even if the peop'e
die it does’'nt matter ; un empiy field is worse than death.

The peasants are bul now begioning lo think of themselves,
after the joy of the first seed has passed away, of inevifable
death, of the children who would have been better never borm. ...
However there is no more (o be sten of the former panic in the
villages of the Volga region, Hunger snalches away the children,
swells the arms and legs of the adulis and causes, the teeth of the
strongest youths to drop. The people are waiting however, calm
and composed, They believe lelp 15 coming ! Andfeverish and
with burning eyes, Iney listen lo every reporl irom the fortunate
regions, from the places where they eat every day, where the
people do nol yet know (he taste of grass, bark and wood-
shavings.

Gifts for Russia’'s Hungry.

The Sovier government has received the following gifts from
foreign governments, organizations and private individuals :
400,000 poods of meal, 20,00 barrels of herring, 128,000 poods
of dried cod-fish, 200 pocds of soap, 136,000 poods of various
food products, 3000 suils and overcoais, one cargo of medical
supplies. and in addition medical supplies of a fotal value of
100,000 Norwegian kronen.

The conlributed food is apportioned amion
tries as follows ? America 122,000 poods and wagon-loads, Eng-
land 54,000 poods, Germany 1,600 poods, Norway 120,000 pooss
and 20,000 barrels, Poland 60,000 poods, Finland 7,000 poods,
Sweden 300 poods, Esthonia 8,000 poods. The Russian Soviet
povernmen! contributed 50,000 poocs: the Norwegian 120,000
roods, (he Persian 60 poods, the Esthonian 6, poods, the
ARA (American Relief Administration) 92,000 poods and 210
wagon-loads, the Lithuauian Red Cross one wagon-load, Swedish
workers and artisans 300 poods and the London League foi
Children's Relief 36,000 poods.

I'he Germau relief bureau lias sent a stemmer with medicamenls
and medical supplies, the Norwegian government 100,000 kronen
for the purchase of medical supplies and the Nansen Commitiee
1000 suils and overcoats. Various firms and private individuals
have donated 4 cases of shoes. The contribulions in money were
as follows: From English citizeos through comrade Krassin,
120,000,000 Soviet roubels; from Esthonia, 5,500,000 Esthonian
marks ; from Finland, 10,000 Finnish marks; from Laivia,
400,000 Lettish marks ; from Lithuania, 40,000 German marks ;
iofaling a sum equal to 38,304 gold roubles.

OUR PROBLEMS
Otsovism.

By . Zinoviev,

L the next number of the “Communist International” Comrade
Zinoviev is publishing an essay on “The Tactics of the Commu-
uist International”, e infend to publish several extracis from
Ihis article in the near future, The preseni passage is an an-
ation of the term *“Otsovism”, to which Comrade Lenin alluded
m his open letter to the Jena Congress of the German Commu-
uist Party,

What was Otsovism in the Russian labor movement?

The comrades in other countries, who are now very well ac-
quainted with the tendency characterised as Menschevism, should
also to know the other tendency known as Otsovism. In the
period of the worst counter-revolution in Russia, in 1908, the
group of the extreme “left”, who accused the Bolsheviki of

the various coun-

opportunism and demanded the recall of the members of the
social-democratic fraction in the Imperial Duma, split away from
the Bolsheviki. (The word "Otsovism® comes from (he Russian
for recall - "Otsyv".) Lven before that the “left" commuuis
roup had propagated the boycott of the elections for the Third
F)umn being ortﬁe opinion thal parficipation in the eleclions {o
such a Duma meant treason to the working class. The foreign
“lelt”" comrades sometimes conjectuie that the entire import aof
Otsovism is boycoft.  And since these Comrades are not af
present for the boycoll of parliamentary institutions, they belieye
that they have nothing in common with Otsovisin and that we
uccuse them withoul reason when we compare them with (he
Olsovists.  In realily, however, the maiter is not so simple as al|
that. The boycott was actually oue of the chayacteristic features
of the Otsovist tendency hul it by uo means exhausted the inel-
lectual conlent of this movement,

Russian Otsovism was born and Hourishod just i the vears
of the interval between the two revolutionary waves. o 1006 (he
revolutionary wave which had rjzen so high in 1905 hoally col-
lapsed. In 1911 1912 the new flood, which rose so swiitly
afler the Lena strike, Legan. Belween 10907 and 1911 lies the
period of (he blackest reaction, of decay in the wurking-class, ol
the growth of the Menshevik (liquidating as we then expressed
i1) vagaries of betrayal, of partial defeats, efe.  In this period
Czarisin and the bourgeoisie fried 1o destroy Buolshevism once
for all. They gave the Mensheviki a cerfain monopoly of legalily
and perseculed the Bolsheviki in every possible way. They pro-
voked s to premalure conflicts in order (o drown the Bolshevik
movement in workers' blood and deprive il of all support in the
working-class. There arose a rather comphcated and fine co-
ordination ol forces among Stolvpin, the Lberal Russian bouy-
geoisie (Cadets), the Mensheviki and the Rizhl Social Revolutio-
naries, with the design of depriving the Bolsheviki of their bas:
i the workers' mass-movement, of (ransforming them nlo an
osgified sect, of compelling them (o sink to the level of ineffectual,
impotent shouters It was our duly in this period {o femam
in cloge contact with the working masses cosl what it might, and
at the same lime fto remain true to our revolutionary flag.  We
liad to learn how to enter without shouting, withoul (oo anany
phrases, info every legal and illegal working-class orgaiization,
even the most banal, We had to expose the treason ol the Men-
sheviki al every opportunily, At the same time we did not con
fine ourselves lo phrases but did the inconvinient, everyduy work
in the ranks, and worked in the parliamentary Duma fraction,
in the legal und illegal trade-unions, in the co-operalives, the wor-
kers' clubs, the gynmastic and musical socleties and in the illegal
working-class press. The Otsovists hiad many valuable workers,
deeply devoled 1o the rvevolution, in their ranks.

Among the leaders ol the Otsovists there were many old par-
ty-workers intellectuals and Bolsheviki who later came back to
us. But in the difficult, terrible years, in which the future fate of
the Bolshevik party was actually decided, the extrenie “left” (.
sovists did very serious injoury to Bolshevism and in reality
aided the Mensheviki. As a result of its revolutionary ini-
patience, its rashness, ils altempt {0 spur the parly (o
a cup at a lime when the masses were not yet ready for a
struggle, its foolish boycolt fendency, its revolutionary phrases,
and its senseless (heory, thal the movement can be “activaled”
by trying to supplant (he large working masses by a small
party—as a result of all these characteristics Ofsovism was
in the above-meniioned period a greal danger (o ihe revo-
lution, The Bolsheviki were compelled fo carry on a leng and
very violent fight against the “left” Oltsovist tendency, a struggle
which led to a sharp split. Affer (he Ofsovisis had split away
from the Bolsheviki, as a result of the logic of elrcumslances
and of the logical consequences of their fundamentally incorrect
position they came to a working agreement with the Mensheviki
agains! the Bolsheviks, The nearer the coming of the revolutio-
nary uprisinE, the more Ofsovisni withered, the more decidedly
the best workers who had previously supported the OMzoyists re-
entered our ranks, the ranks of (he Bolsheviki, They realised
that we had maintained our point agains the left bombasis. The
convinced themselves that only thanks (o our tactics was contact with
the masses maintained and our party preserved not a sect of
“left” phrase-mongers, bul the leader of the masses. The second
Russian revolution actually began before the outbreak of fhe war
in 1914, The war only hastened il. The power of the Bolshevik
élite is based on the fact that the party mainfained confact with
the masses in the darkest period, a few years later led the entire
working-class in the decisive struggle against (he bourgeoisie,
and in October 1917 achieved viclory.

— e —————
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