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Editorial

Widespread Enthusiasm for the new Party; Deep Fear iri the Hearts
of the Reactionaries & Revisionists

Finally, onFeb.5''' theHomeMinister
has said that they have proposed the
setting up of a Unified Command in

The oppressed masses from all over
the country and the progressive groups
and individuals, have enthusiastically
hailed the formation of the new party —
the Communist Party of India (Maoist).
Particularly in those areas ofrevolutionary
influence Ae Party formation through the
merger of the erstwhile MCCI and PW has
been widely hailed as can be seen in the
report in this issue from Dandakaranaya.

The revolutionary ranks have
particularly been inspired by this historic
step on the soil of the great Indian people.
The peasants, workers, tribals, students,
women, dalits etc have finally seen the
fulfillment of the long-cherished dreams of
the fallen martyrs and leaders of the Indian
revolution. Many of the other sincere
revolutionary groups in India have also
hailed this merger and have expressed their
desire to unite with the main revolutionary
trend in the country on the basis of
Marxism-Leninism-Maoism and a
revolutionary strategy and tactics. All
longed for this day to put an end to the
years of strife and divisions amongst the
genuine Maoist revolutionaries of the
country. All desired from the bottom of their
heart a real proletarian party to lead the
country to genuine freedom and for the
liberation of the entire oppressed masses.
The unification of the major two
revolutionary streams in the country have
rekindled a great hope in the minds of the
masses and progressive forces, many of
whom were disillusioned by the temporary
set-backs to communism, with the reversals
in the Soviet Union and China. All are
confident that the new proletarian Party will
learn from both the positive and the
negative experiences of the past
revolutions and will not repeat those errors
that led to revisionist degeneration and
capitalist restoration. All hope for another
great beginning along the already blood
splattered path of the Indian revolution.
The seeds laid by the erstwhile PW and
MCCI will no doubt take fruit in this long
march towards freedom and liberation.

But, not only has the unity been
welcon^ by the people ofthe country,but
also by those abroad, particularly the anti-
imperialist and revolutionary forces of the
world, as also the vast expatriate working-
class Indians based abroad. The Maoist
parties of Nepal and BangFa Desh have
warmly hailed thishistoric unification. So
have numerous communist parties from

around the world. Prominent amongst those
who have hailed the unity are the
Communist Party of the Philippines,
Communist Party of Turkey/Marxist-
Leninist, The Worker's Party of Norway
(AKP),theWorker's Party ofBelgium, The
World to Win News Service, and The Anti-
CapitalistAlliance ofNew Zealand. Indian
workers' organisations from the USA,
Canada and the United Kingdom have also
sent their revolutionary greetings for this
merger. Revolution in India, with its vast
populace ofover one billion, is a hope not
only for the peoples of India and South
Asia but the entire world people — for, all
realize that a vast country, the size ofIndia,
if freed from the chainsof imperialismcould
have serious implications on the
internationalalignmentof people's forces,
tilting the balanceagainst the imperialists
worldwide.

On the other hand the reactionaries are
panic stricken. Ever since the merger was
announced the major pillars of the Indian
establishment have been going on a tirade
against so-called left extremism.They have
been saying day-in-and-day-out that it is
now the biggest danger to the Indian state.
The first to begin the tirade was the ex-
home minister and the megalomaniacal
fascist,Advani.The themewassoonpicked
up by all. The Defence Minister, Pranab
Muldierjee, has been repeating that left-
wing extremism is as big a danger to
internal security as sectarian and
communal violence. The National Security
Adviser, M.K. Narayanan, has been
shouting likeamad-man aboutthedangers
ofleft-wing extremism, saying several times
that "left-wing extremism is the biggest
threat confronting the Indian State". He
even went so far as to say that they have
ISI links— something noonebelieves and
not even said by the rabid RSS fascists.
This man was also the special security
advisor to the Prime Minister and has been
anexpertin thesuppression ofcommunists
since the early 1970s. Since the early days
he is said to have studied both the Soviet
Union and China thoroughly and also
recent developments in the communist
movement. The new CRPF chief said that
naxalism had to be eradicated as they have
links with the mafia.The hysteriacontinues
apace. Even the US gangsters warned
"unless steps are teUcen against left-wing
extremis% US investments to India^ould
be affected\
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'naxalite-affected States on the lines ofJ
& K and Assam headed by the Chief
Minister of the State and having senior
officials of the CRPFand theState police
in if\ This de facto means suspension of
civilian rule and turning these states over
to the para-military. The states earmarked
for such bitter medicine are: UP, Bihar, MP,
Chattisgarh, Orissa, Maharashtra,
Jharkhand, AP and West Bengal. This is
over and above the special task force
mooted for all states and the Indian Reserve
Battallian being raised specifically for this
purpose. Already the SIP has tasted blood
by murdering a top leader of the
CPI(Maoist) in Karnataka — the State
Committee Secretary of the CPI(Maoist),
Comrade Saketh Rajan. All these fascist
stepsarebeingtaken withthedirectbacking
of the revisionist CPFCPM that is propping
up the present UPAgovernment.

But not only these open reactionaries,
the hidden ones—the revisionists — have
becomepanicstrickenwiththis unity. Most,
particularly the CPI(ML)Liberation, has
been hysterical against this unity, throwing
all kinds of accusations at the new Party.
Quitenaturally, as they fearthey will lose
their very relevance. Theformation ofthis
party to lead the armed struggle for the
freedom of our motherland will help draw
clear lines of demarcation between
revolution and revisionism. Those sitting
on the fence will be forced to take a stand
—they must either welcomethis newparty,
even if they are not able to join it due to
their limitations, or else they will oppose it
(or remain silent) and slowly drift into the
revisionist quagmire.

But, history has shown that no
movement can be suppressed, no matter
what the level of the repression, as long as
there is a genuine proletarian party in the
country armed with a revolutionary political
line, organised deep within the masses, and
built in a revolutionary style, which keeps
armed struggle as the central point on its
agenda. No doubt the formation of the
CPI(Maoist) in the country will help fulfill
this role. It is with this expectation that the
oppressed masses of the country are
looking at this new formation. There is a
renewed hope that it will fulfill the
aspirations, so often betrayed by many a
traitor to the cause of revolution. • •



Maad People Celebrate Formation of CPI(Maolst)
{Reports are coming infrom all over the country ofthe enormous enthusiasm being generated by the oppressed people ofthe

countryon hearing the newsof the merger between theMCCIand the PWand theformation of the CPI(Maoist). Theformation oj a
unitedproletarian party in the country has aroused the hopes and aspirations ofthe entire people ofthe countiy, particularly those
within the progressive camp, desiring change. Here we print a reportfrom the Maad areaofBastar in the region ofDandakaranya.}

It was Oct. IS"' early morning. The
cadres were going about there morning
chores. As usual, simultaneously they were
listening to the radio. Suddenly they heard
news : "//ze PWand theMCCIhave merged
to form the CPI(Maoist)". There was
euphoria throughout the camp. Instant
celebrations began.

It is ironic, one of the most backward
people in the country trying to assimilate
the most forward ideology in the world. For
over half a century of this so-called
independence the people in the Maad were
completely ignored and lived practically in
an animal-state with no amenities; not even
clothes. It was only once the Maoists came,
that they have developed and been brought
to civilization. Not only that, they are now
seeking to develop themselves by
acquiring modem knowledge and Marxism.
Of course, in 1910 the Maad Adivasis had
risen in revolt against the British exploiters
in the "Mahan Bhoomkal" rebellion.
Though bmtally crushed then for want of
proper leadership, today they are rising
once again. So the importance of the
formation of the CPI(Maoist) and the
increased strength of the people's army, the
PLGA, was not lost on them.

As soon as the announcement was
heard a huge rally and meeting was
organised in the Indravati Area on 19* Oct.
2004. Nearly 15,000adivasi men, women and
children turned out in their holiday best
along with their traditional musical
instruments. Speakers elaborated on the
historic importance of the formation of the
CPI(Maoist) and explained how it was
bound to bring a leap in the Indian
revolution. Since the name of both the Party
and the army were new, slogans were
repeatedoften to familiarizethe people with
the new names. The presence of the
divisional team of the CNM in the rally
electrified the atmosphere with their cultural
performances. The highlights of these
performances were the songs and dances
of the Adivasi children aged between six
and twelve.

In Daula area, as soon as the
announcement was heard, they put up
posters and banners in the villages and
market place. Later when the call of the
Central Committee (Provisional) was
conveyed to celebrate the formation,
during the week of Nov.7 to 13*, massive
programmes were planned throughout

Maaddivision. Accordingly, bigrallies were
held in the Daula, Kohkametta, Paralkot and
Indravati areas. A division level meeting
was also held where people from all the
areas converged for the celebrations. In
total 12 meetings were held in which about
50 thousand people participated. Pamphlets
weredistributed and banners,posters were
put up in large numbers in all the villages,
market places and nearby towns. All these
programmes ensured that the message of
the campaign reached each comer of the
Maad division and also the nearby towns.

The divisional CNM wrote a song for the
occasion and hundreds of CNM team
members gave performances in these
meetings. They had red ribbons on which
"CPI(Maoist) zindabad" and ''PLGA
zindabad" was written, which conveyed
the message in a poignant manner.

Numerous journalists came and
covered the events in a big way by giving
photos, reports and interviews in thefront
pages of the local papers, which helped
convey the messageto the general masses
of Chattisgarh. ••



Hail the lO**" Anniversary of the Initiation of People's War in Nepal!
Down «ath the Monarchy!!

{Based on Excerpts of information downloaded from the internet)

February IS"* of thisyearhas a specific
significance for the people of Nepal. It is
the lO"" anniversary of the initiation of
Peoples' War in the country under the
leadership of the CPN(Maoists).

On this day ten years back the
Nepalese stood up against 236 years of
autocratic feudal rule ofthe monarchy with
a greatvisiontofreeNepalfi-om allkindsof
feudal and imperialist shackles of
oppression, plunder and humiliation.
Thousands of the best sons and daughters
of Nepal have laid down their lives and
attaint martyrdom inthe great process of
the transformation of Nepal into a truly
democratic republic.

The Communist Party of Nepal
(Maoist) together with its Peoples'
Liberation Army, has freed vast tracts of
the country from the brutal rule of the king
and his hangers on.. The overwhelming
majority ofthe Nepaii people are actively
involved in this revolutionary struggle to
free the country of exploitation of man by
man. Caste, religious, gender and regional
domination and discrimination have to a
large extent been eradicated in over 70% of
Nepal that are under Maoist rule. Over the
last few months, ever since the party has
taken to the strategic offensive, there have
been consistent attacks on the RNA (Royal
Nepal Army). Also thousands of new
recruits have gone for political training in
the Maoist Base Areas (reported in the
media as kidnaps of 1000 students and
teachers!) and the party and people's army
has been coming closer and closer to the
heart of Monarchial power at Katmandu.
Bandh calls, often for a week at a stretch,
have continuously paralysed the country.

But, just as Ae people's forces were
awaiting this historic tenth anniversary the
genocidal King, Gyanendra, resorted to a
political coup d'etat on Feb.l", clamping
an Emergency on the country and arrest
ing the entire parliamentarypolitical estab
lishment. Thiswasimmediately afterthecall
on Jan.31" by the CPN(Maoist) Central
Committee for a three-day transport block
ade on February 3, a two-day general strike
on February 14 and 15 and an indefinite
blockade of 16 industries starting Febru
ary 22', to mark the anniversary of the
people's war. The groups supporting the
strike include the All Nepal Trade Union
Federation-RevQlutioiiaryand theAll Nepal
National Free Student Union-Revolution
ary.The Maoists said the strikes are being
called ^er the government failed to meet

demands such as stoppinglabelingactiv
istsas terrorists andproviding a listofmiss
ing colleagues believed to be held under
summary detention. Over the last year the
tempo of the peoples' movement, both
armedandunarmed,^for the settingupof a
democratic republic has been gradually
gaining momentum. In the urban areas it
has taken the form of a mass upsurge. In
the rural areas it has taken an armed form.
The objective and subjective conditions
bom out of the greatPeople's War forced
the Gyanendra cliqueto comeout openly
by removing the stooges of different par
liamentary parties.

The most notable political
development in the last one year was the
students' and youths' uprising against the
monarchy as well as against the political
stands taken by the parties they are
affiliated to. Three years back when the
internal and external reactionary forces
eliminatedKingBirendra, themajorpolitical
parties were lobbying for power-sharing
with the palace. Much to their dismay, they
were ignored by the palace which was
thirsty for absolute power.Thereafter, these
parliamentary parties were forced to come
out in the street and express their wrath. It
should be mentioned that the parliament
was dissolved by that time.

But for the first time in the history of
the political parties, youths in general and
students in particular openlychampioned
the cause of the Republican dispensation
out-rightly defying their parties to which
theywereaffiliated. Consequently, aradical
section of the office-bearers ofthose parties
made an attempt to uphold the just
demands raised by the youth and the
students. And in no time they got support
fromthemajority of therankandfileaswell
as from the general massof people. Thus,
the bell of danger started ringing in the
palace. Its echo, naturally^ reached New
DelhiandWashington D.C.too.The above
mentioned students' uprising gained
momentum firom June 2004.

Together with this, workers' actions
were also organized all over Nepal. The
Akhil Nepal Trade Union Mahasangh
(Kranti^ari) published a 11-point
programme for the private and government
owned factories and industries and
demandedthat theybe implemented within
a time frame. The 11-points had two
dimensions—r political and economic; the
formgr demanding the release of then-
carders and the latter aiming at the
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elevation of their working conditions.
Following the scornfulattitudeof the ruling
class towards their demands, the ANTUM
(K) called an indefinite strike in selected
industries owned by 'King' Gyanendra and
other foreign MNCs. Instead of fulfilling
the demands, the govertoent tried to
suppress it with repressive measures. The
Al^ilNepal Trade Union Mahasangh {K),
then, announced a blockade ofKathmandu.
The arrow hit the bull's eye. US, UK, India,
France and Germany called for an
emergency meeting and a joint statement
was issued urging the 6PN (Maoist) to
remove this blockade. Some observers took
this as a rehearsal for the final capturing of
the capital.

In the meantime, some daring military
attacks targeting the police and army pos^s
took place in the Kathmandu valley itself
besides the countryside which is already
under the control of the New Power. These
successful military strikes also acted to
make the palace desperately attempt to
crush theCPN (Maoist) using the maximum
ofbrutality. In order to do that, he removed
the buffer that he himselfhad created. This
buffer, it should be mentioned, had always
been a fake one and was never real, as it is
often mistaken to be.

Thisprocess of polarization in the line
of CPN (Maoist) and the shift to the
strategic offensive was alarming for this
coward clique led by Gyanendrawho was
always guilt-conscious for the heinous
crimes they have committed against the
people and against King Birendra's family.

The fascist King suspended several
provisions of the-Constitution, including
the freedom of the press, speech and ex
pression, the freedom to assemble peace
fully, the right to privacy and the right
against preventive detention. Even his own
puppet Prime Minister and the deputy
Prime Minister, the UML chief, Madhav
Kumar Nepal, were put under house arrest.
This is ironic as just a fortnight earlier these
stooges had passed an additional $18 mil
lion (an increase of9%) in the military bud
get to crush the Maoists. He appointed a
puppet ministry of 10, which included the
former UML leader, Radhakrishna Mainali.

All parliamentarians who could be
traced were arrested, the airport was closed,
telephone lines and cell/internet
connections were cut, the radio was told to
only broadcast entertainment and no newsi
and the military took over all key centres of
government. The press was gagged; all



editors were told to fall in line and the g
niilitarywasstationedat all pressoffices ;•
checking all the news being printed. ^
Heavily armed soldiers were posted at ^
theofficeof Kantipur, the largestselling
daily in Nepal. The military also were :
stationed at the offices of Internet
Service Providers to prevent access to
the internet. And as the days passed,
brutalities increased. The Sydney
Morning Herald hasquotedtheNepalese
Bar Association's human rights project
as saying that accusations of abuse and
detention from all comers of the country
have emerged. For example, at Pokhara
in Western Nepal, security forces went
into the PrithviNarayanUniversity and
took 200 students into custody. When
59 students were released the next
afternoon, after the university's campus
chief intervened on their behalf, they
claimed that they had suffered extreme
torture.

Also on Feb.9''' the International
Federation ofJournalists (IFJ) reported that
both the President and Secretary of the
Federation of Nepalese Journalists (FNJ)
had been arrested. The President, Mr.
Dahal, was arrested as he was entering the
UN office in Katmandu trying to seek
asylum. The secretary, Mr. Nisthuri, was
arrested from his residence. Both had
vehemently condemned the Royal coup.
The IFJ also reported that the BBC
representative, K.C.Netra, has disappeared
after being called to the Army barracks in
Nepalganj.

The iipproachof the genocidal king is
to detain the parliamentary opposition and
to torture and kill Maoists or their

sympathizers. Thousands have been
detained and there is no trace of large
numbers as all communications have been

cut. Many of the parliamentary opposition
have fled to India, others have gone
underground.

Indian Expansionists, Hands off
Nepal

Immediately after the coup most
countries except China condemned the
action of the King. India too initially
condemned the action, not from the
perspective of democracy or an attack on
it, but from the approach that this step may
not be conducive to the ruthless crushing
of the Maoists, whose reach is sweeping
every comer of the country. The US too
has a similar approach. By the time the
contacts were revived with the new regime
the Indian authorities were saying as much
openly. OnFeb.9''', atBangaloretheDefence
Minister, Pranab Mukheijee said: "Because
of the porous border, there is a threat
perception that once the Maoists exert
more influence in Nepal, there will be an
impact here. Our policy will be keeping

Revisionism turns Full Circle — Falls at the Feet of the Monarchy

Deuba was appointed again in June last year after the king's pro-royalist nomi
nees, Lokendra Bahadur Chand and Surya Bahadur Thapa, failed to make progress
in resolving the Maoist crisis. When the King's party could hot effectively deal
with the Maoists the King sort to ally all the parliamentary formations in ajoint front
against the Maoists. So, when Deuba was reappointed, he was asked by the king to
form a government by trying to get into fold as miny political parties as possible,
restore peace in the country and start the process of holding general elections by
March 2005. But, the largest political party in the dissolved parliament, the Nepali
Congress, refused to co-operate. Some other smaller parties also cold-shouldered
him. However, an unlikely combination, the right-wing National Democratic Party
and the so-called left Nepal Communist Party (United Marxist-Leninist) and an
other small party decided to join the government. The extent to which the revision
ists can go was clearly apparent from this step of total capitulation before the
Monarchy.

PEOPLE'S MARCH, March 2005

this in view We have a iong-siandtng
relationship with the RNA. Thai
relationship stands". The fact of the matter
is that the talk of a threat to the internal

security of India is a hoax; the reality is
that the Indian ruling classes have huge
economic interests in Nepal, and it is this
that they want to secure. Traditionally the
rulers of Nepal have always sought to play
off the Chinese rulers to bargain for
additional crumbs from the Indians. But
Gyanendra himself has huge economic
interests in India.

The Indian rulers, whether the BJP or
the Congress, together with the US, have
been the main external force acting to
suppress the peoples movement in Nepal
being led by the Maoists and propping up
the Monarchy. Over the past three, years
they have provided Rs.450 crores of military
aid to the Nepalese king. India has supplied
huge quantities of automatic rifles, machine
guns, mortars, mines and mine protected
vehicles at concessional rates. More of the
same was also planned. In particular New
Delhi wanted the Nepal army to go on
aggressive patrolling in rural areas and
secure the Biratganj industrial zone and
lines of comrnunication. But, much to
India's displeasure, this did not happen.
India was also going to launch a pilot
project to modernise the Nepalese police
with special focus on counter-insurgency
capabilities.

In fact just 10 days before the coup
d'etat Interior ministry officials from India
and Nepal signed an extradition
agreement which will now allow for the
deportation of incacerated Maoists
arrested in India. The treaty was signed at
the end of two days of talks between home
secretaries of the two countries in Delhi. A



joint communique giving details of the
treaty was issued around Jan. 20,2005.

Maoist Offensive
Three days after the coup the Maoist

called three-day Nepal bandh came into
force. The call had been given before the
coup. From Feb.S"* to S'*" most of Nepal was
paralysed. The Maoists have three major
military commands: the Western, Eastern
and Central with thousands of guerrilla
fighters under their control. In addition the
militia goes into lakhs. The masses have
been effectively mobilised for the people's
war. The media themselves recognise that
the bulk of rural Nepal is in the hand of the
Maoists.

It is they who hold the initiative in any
military action. Maoist rebels, fighting to
overthrow the monarchy, have organized
frequent road blockades in the past four
months causing fuel and food costs to soar
in the cities. It is said that the main road

from Katmandu to China has been blocked

by the guerrillas. Besides, it is said that the
major road artery ofNepal — the Mahendra
raj marg, which runs across Nepal from
West to East — is also in the control of the
Maoists. Ironically this road was built by
India. A report in the Hindustan Times
(Feb.3"*) says: ''Besides, the Maoists have
formed a nucleus unit of Nepalese
speaking people displaced from Bhutan
and living in the UNHCR-run camps
situated close to the Eastern end of the
highway. Further north in Falametar, the
rebels ambushed an army patrol from
Bhedetar. Stories of similar raids can be
heard in neighbouring districts of Ham.
Transport operators complain that they
cannot drive in Ham without paying road
tax to the Maoist parallel government.

Residents speak of constant digging of
bunkers in villages which some say is part
of Maoist's proposed tunnel warfare". On
Jan 20'''over 30 Nepalese trOops and police
were killed by Maoist guerrillas in the east
of the kingdom, the army said. The actual
toll was in fact much higher.

Opposing the Royal takeover, the
Chairman of the CPN(Maoist), Com.
Prachanda, called on all parties and civic
society to join hands to overthrow the
feudal autocracy. He also called upon the
RNA ranks to revolt against the king.

In a statement issued on Feb.l" com.
Prachanda said: The coterie offratricidal,
genocidal, corrupted and national
betrayer Gyanendra Shahi, who staged
the infamous Narayanah iMassacre under
a deliberate design of imposing medieval
feudal autocracy against the great
Nepalese people — who are advancing
forfull democracy i.e. a republican system
— has finally exposed its uglyface before
the masses. Gyanendra Shahi, through his
so-called royal proclamation at 10
O 'clock this morning, is not only meagerly
exercising to slander the entire
parliamentarian political parties and civil
society, but also is exhibitingfeudal fascist
brutality of blood-bathe against the
country and the masses. To talk of
nationalism, democracy, patriotism and
sovereignty by the one, who is a most
infamous feudal clique in corruption,
smuggling, killings and terror, cannot be
anything other than a surprising show
against Nepal and the Nepalese people.
The statement further said "The fame of
the People's War will go on blazing till the
so-called Royal Army that has been
defeated in all the fronts with the great
People's Liberation Army, under the

_ • •'.-•"•••.P-C jr-'
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leadership of our Party, is dissolved and
the arms are surrendered to the People 's
Liberation Army. We especially appeal to
the entire jawans and officers working
under the so-called Royal Army to defy the
so-called royal proclamation, which has
come in the form of foreign reaction
against the country and people, revolt
from there and join unitedly with the
People's Liberation Army in the greal task
of protecting own parents, brothers and
sisters. Not the feudal clique ofGyanendra
Shahi but the great Nepalese people will
safeguard Nepalese 'independence and
sovereignty, and geographical integrity."

Then again on Feb.4''' after the
successful completion of the 3-day Nepal
Bandh against the Royal coup. Com
Prachanda appealed; On this crucial
turning point of decisive battle between
the autocracy and the republic, it is a
historical necessity for all the pro-people
political forces, civil society, intellectual
community and all levels and spheres of
people to advance united in this direction.
Withfull responsibility and keeping to this
historic necessity, our party has already-
called for the united front against the
feudal autocracy. In order to make the
broad united front effective, our Party-
appeals through this statement to the entire
parliamentarian Parties to form united
fronts both at the central and local level
and advance the movement ahead. Our
party heartily appeals to all those pro-
people's forces through this statement, to
comeforward toforge the unitedfront both
at the local and central level, as wherever
and whatever becomes possible.
Committed to the keen interest of the
country and people, our Party humbly
appeals to all pro-people forces, to come

forward by all means by forging a
unitedfront above and below wherever
and whatever is possible, by casting
away their mutual misunderstandings,
to create storms of movement against
the autocracy. We would also tike to
clarify to all those concerned that we
are utterly ready for the necessary
sacrifice and flexibility from our sideifor this purpose.

The King has been putting forward
the proposal of talks with the Maoists

j to try and stab the movement in the
I back. The Maoists have rejected the

fake offer. The fact that the genocidal
king is enhancing repression not only
on Maoists but also on sections of the

parliamentary opposition makes all
pretenses of talks ridiculous. On the
contrary the Maoists have called to
extend the Feb.13"" bandh into an
indefinite strike for the overthrow ofthe

monarchy. • •



On December 24,2004, Maoists In China Get Three Year
Prison Sentences for Leafieting

• {posted on theMonthly Review website}
A Report on the Case of the Zhengzhou Four

John Mage

When liberal writers Liu Xiaobo and
Yu Jie were recently (and briefly) detained
by Chinese police, there was a world wide
chorus ofdenunciation. The libe^ writers*
endorsement of the U.S. aggression in Iraq
made them even more heroic in the eyes of
the Murdoch-dominated press. Not
surprisingly, there has been no coverage
whatsoever of a more egregious case of
crackdown on dissent — because it is
dissent from the left.

On December 21,2004, four Maoists
were tried in Zhengzhou for having handed
out leaflets that denounced the restoration
of capitalism in China and called for a return
to the "socialist road." The leaflets had been
distributed in a public park in the City of
Zhengzhou on the occasion of the 28*^
anniversary ofthe death ofChairman Mao
Zedong. Two of the defendants, Zhang
Zhengyao, 56, and ThangRuquan, 69, were
both found guilty of libel, and each given a
three-year prison sentence on December
24, 2Q04. The case has since generated a
lot of expressions of solidarity in leftist
circles within China. Postings to a leading
leftist website in China in the last few days
have set out an abridged translation of the
incriminating leaflet, the commemorative
piece titled "Mao Zedong forever our
leader," plus a commentary whose author
went to^engzhou to show solidarity on
the day of the trial on December 21. These
pieces have been translated by our
comrades at the China Study Group, who
have asked that we post them here at the
MR website. We are glad to do so,
believing that a strong case can be made
that the story of the left opposition inside
China is the most important and least
covered in the world.

A Brief Account of the Case
In recent years, on the anniversary of

Mao*s passing on September 9, many
people in Zhengzhou would gather before
Mao*s statue in the Zijinshan Square, to
pay tribute to Map's memory by laying
wreaths or reciting poems. Each year tiiere
woald be a massive police presence, which
inevitably would lead to incidents of
confrontation and arrest.

This year a crowd again gathered on
September 9; the event was relatively
peaceful, as no police was dispatched to
forcefully disperse the crowd. A local
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resident, Mr. Zhang Zhengyao, however,
was taken into custody by plainclothes
agents around 10:00 am, apparently
because he was distributing leaflets whose
contents were judged inflammatory or
subversive in nature. What Zhang handed
out werecopies of a conunemorative piece,
titled Mao Forevar Our Leader, specifically
written for this occasion. On September 10,
1:00 A.M., Zhengzhou City Police took
Zhang Zhengyao in handcuffsback to his
apartment to conduct a search; they took
away his computer, the remaining copies
of the commemorative piece and other
documents. Three other persons were
implicated inconnectionwidithiscase:Mr.
Wang Zhanqing has been detained for
allegedly arranging the printing of the
leaflets through an acquaintance in a
printer's shop;ZhangRuquanandMs. Ge
Liying, wife of Zhang Zhengyao, were
placedundersurveillance; Zhangallegedly
had penned the commemorative piece at.
the request of Zhang Zhengyao, and Ms.
Ge was said to have posted it on an internet
Maoist website, Mao Zedong Flag.

The incident went pretty much
unnoticed, even among China's left circles.
Zhengzhou has acquired a reputation as a
hotbed ofradical Maoism. It has seen some
of the most militant labor protests .and
repeated clashes with police over Mao
anniversary in recent years. Many activists
there had experienced brief detentions,
many mOre than once. This incident and
related arrests were not considered a big
deal, especially since Hu Jintao was
believed to be more tolerant to dissent
coming from the left. The authorities,
however, decided to deal with them this time
by the 'force of Law'. Atrial was originally
scheduled for December 14, the date later
changed to December21-; initial chargesof
state subversion against them had been
dropped; instead, they being charged
with a lesa^ crime: deliberately spreading
falsehoods to damage other's reputation,
and um^ennming social orderand national
interests. The hews began to spread on left-
leaning websites about the pending trial;
many sites, when reporting on the case,
aieo published the entire text of the
commemorativepiece.It is nowbecoming
a sort of cause celebre on China's radicd
left. On December 21, the scheduled trial
did take place, albeit in a closed session,
and not open to public, as originally
announced.Many people actually went on
that day, some from other parts OfChina, to
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attend the trial as an expression of
solidarity, but were unable to get in. Only
two defendants, Zhang Zhengyao and
Zhang Ruquan were tried that day; both
)vere found guilty, and each given three
years on Dec. 24. The other two's trial date
is yet to be set.

What Kind ofSignal Is This?
(A commentary on the trial ofMaoists in
Zhengzhou — This report is posted on
the website of the book-store/political-
salon Utopia. Penned by Shao JingyanJ

Today was an unusually cold day for
the City of Zhengzhou, it snowed heavily,
contrary to weather forecasts. But despite
the daunting weather conditions, many
people have come to the city of
Zhengzhou, from all over,the country, in a
spontaneous response to the news of the
trial ofMaoists in Zhengzhou.

They come here, without orchestration
of an agreed plan, but rather, out of the
deepest sense of loyalty to a socialist
republic, and most profound respect and
love for their deceased leader and teacher.
Chairman Mao Zedong, united by a
common concern for Justice, and a
perception that what is at stake with this
case is the fate of the socialist republic and
ofAe people. They know that the outcome
of this trial will speak volumes about the
attitude held by the authorities of the city
of Zhengzhou toward the banner and
legacy of Mao Zedong. This case is a
public litmus test for the Zhengzhou
authorities: Are they sincerely following the
instructions of our party center regarding
the imperative need to "hold high at all
times the great banner^ of Mao
Tledong Thought"? ThC defendants in this
case, Mr. Zhang Zhengyao, and other
workers, ^ve been arrested for no crime
whatsoever other ithan an act in honor of
the memory of Chairman Mao.
As their trial began today, the informed
people allover theworld will bewatching.
Supporters in a position to do so have
traveledto Zheng:^ou to express solidarity.
Many older workers in.Zhengzhoubraced
the heavy snow to go to the court if only
just to see these Maoist defendants in
person. Thetrialheldtoday, Dec. 21,only
days from the 111''' anniversary of Mao's
birthdayon Dec. 26, was supposed to be a
public proceeding, but the intermediate
court ofZhengzhou city without advanced
notice had decided to hold it in close



An abridged translation ofthe leaflet

Mao Zedong Forever Our Leader!
—A statement in commemoration ofthe 28^ anniversary ofthe passing ofMao Zedong

capitalistclass. The laborersare nolonger ents within our
workingfor themselves; they are working back^ne ofthe Chmesb ^^ 8 ' *
to create surplus value for the capitalist These are extremely s filP, j

28 years have elapsed, since
Chairman Mao left us. In thepast28 years,
the reactionary forces headed by
capitalist readers within our Party have
usurped the state and Party powers and
divided up state assets among themselves.
Meanwhile, they have been spewing deep-
seated hatred and venom against Mao
Zedong and his socialist legacy. They have
done their utmost to attack and slander
Mao Zedong, by the use ofsuch tactics as
concocting Party resolutions, issuing
official docum-ents or reports, and
publishing articles and editorials in
official news media; moreover, in their
attempt to smear Mao Zedong, they have
resorted to such lowblowsas "Democracy
Wall" posters, rumors and innuendos,
personal memoirs and interviews with
foreign journalists.

But the great majority of Chinese
people, accountingfor more than 95% of
the population, aim in particular workers
ana the peasants will always stand by the
side ofMao Zedong. Under Mao Zedong's
leadership, to serve the people whole
heartedly was set out as the fundamental
precept guiding the work ofthe Party, the
government and the army. He had
repeatedly urged all Party members and
all the cadres always to take the mass line
andstandon theside of95% ofthepeople;
he emphatically stated that: "To take the
mass line is a fundamental principle of
Marxism." Throughout his life, he had
foughtfor the liberation ofthe people, until
his last breath.

From their direct experience, the
Chinese people realized that Mao Zedong
and they themselves were intimately bound
together, in good times and bad, in victory
and defeat: with Mao Zedong as their
leader, Chinese people were the masters
of the country, and enjoyed inviolable
democratic rights. They lived a happy life,
confident. Optimistic and reassuredofever
better days ahead. But after Mao Zedong
passed away, the working class in China
was knocked down overnight by the
bourgeoisie; theyare no longer the masters
oftheir own country.

In this society of "Socialism with
Chinese characteristics," money means
power and social status. The wealth
polarization has driven working people
into abject poverty; as a result, they have
lost their social riatus and all the rights
they had enjoyed previously. They are no
longer dignified socialist laborers;
instead'i they areforced to sell their labor
power as commodities for survival: they
have become tools that can be bought
freely by the capitalists. Part of the
working people work for so-called state-
owned enterprises, but the term 'state-
owned' actuMly means capitalist-owned
because the entire state is owned by the

class.Anotherpartofworkingpeoplehave
in effectbecome slavesfor large andsmall
capita-lists. They suffer from even more
cruel exploitation and oppression. In
addition, hundreds ofmillions ofworkers
and peasants have been constantly
subjected to layoffs,andforced migration,
living from hand to mouth, always on the
march, looking for jobs, and struggling
for mere survival Uibor has become the
only meansfor the supiival of themselves
and theirfamilies.

Work is no longer a guaranteed right
As a result of the commercialization of
education, health care, cultural activities,
sports and legal recourse, they have been
in effectdeprived ofthe- right to send their
children to school, access to health care,
the right to pension andother rights assoc
iated with old age, the right to participate
in cultural, recreational and sports
activities;and eventhe right to legalprote
ction. Moreover, as a resultofthe wasteof
resources and environmental pollution
caused directly by the rapacious develop
ment pursued by the capitalist class, the
working people have even lost their right
to healthyfood, clean water andfresh air.
Poverty has brought themuntoldsuffering!

A line has thus been clearly drawn.
Mao Zedong is the leader of the Chinese
workingclass; he is the leader ofover95%
of the Chinese people. The imperialist,
revisionists ana bourgeoisie and all the
reactionary forces within and outside of
China oppose MaoZedong and hatehim,
while thepeople love him. The longerhe
h(u left this world, the more vehemently
his enemies oppose him, the more
profoundly, unshakdbly, sincerely and
passionately do people love him. It is
indeed laughablefor those who oppose
Mao Zedongand stand against thepeople
to pronounce a verdict on Mao Zedong,
which of course is categorically rejected
by the people. The "Mao Zedongfever"
thathasoccurred repeatedly inChina over \
these years have eloquently refuted the
two official "resolutions" purporting to
pronounce a verdict on Mao Zedong. They
are unacceptable to the Chinese people
and to the people ofthe world.

Deng Xiaoping, Jiang Zeminand the
like call themselves the core, or chief
architect ofChina's reforms, or the proiul
author of the "Theory of the Three
Represents"; a close look at their
petformances and deeds will lead to the
conclusion that they only represent the
interests ofimperialism, and the interests
ofthe bourgeoisie. The historical practice
and stark social realities of the past 28
years jbave openedour eyesand raised our
class cotLsciousness; the bourgeois elem-
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stubborhly pursuing the capitalist road.
They are much more sinister, ruthless,
greedy, and devious than an average
capitalist outside the Party.

Just take a look at what has
transpired ina relatively short period of
twenty plus years: the large and small
capitalist-roaders in the Party and their
family members have all become
millionaires and even billion-aires; who
can deny that all their talks about
socialism,and the "ThreeRepresents", are
outright lies. What they really want is
capitalism, because only fapitalism will
bringthem the greatest benefit. They are
the enemiesof socialismand thepeople.

We, however, must notforget that the
CCP after all is a Party that had been
foundedand ledbyMaoZedong, and one
with a long revolutionary tradition. It is a
Party thdt had carried resolute struggle
againstKhruschev's revisionism, and had
been temperedby the Cultural Revolution.
And consequently, just as there are
capitalist-roaders in the Party, there are
certainly socialist-roaders in the Party as
well, particularly at the grassroots level.
Among the rank and file Party members
and lowdevel cadres, the overwhelming
majorityareresentful ofrevisionist leaders
within theparty.They wishtosee theParty
change itscurrent line andto revert to the
socialist road. Some of them cannot
tolerate it any more. They have stepped
out. to openly challenge the current
leadership, but more people Still find it
safefor themselves orfor theirfamiliesnot
to speak their minds. We are convinced,
along withthe deepeningofthe revisionist
clique's pushfor privatization, the class
contradictions in China are bound to
become more acute; and the masses will
certainly intensify their struggle on ever
wider scales. When development of
contradictions and mass struggles
nationwide reach a climax, the people
.within the Party, the government and the
army who have understood the true nature
ofrevisionism will wage a resolute struggle
against it, and will rejoin theproletarian
class ranks to hold high the banner ofMao
Zedong and to resume the fight for
socialismin China.As longas classesand
the class struggle still exist in our world,
Mao Zedong will remain alive, forever the
leader of the oppressed and exploited
classes. As the entire history of China's
revolution has repeatedly shown, as long
as the revolutionary people follow
steadfastly the guidance of Mao Zedong,
their struggle will surely advance from
victories to victories. The struggle of the
people is the unexhaustible source ofour
cotfidence and power.



session.The charge was also changed from
'subverting state power* to 'libel*.

People kept waiting and waiting
outside of the court in a state ofsuspended
animation; finally, the lawyer came to give
a brief account. In particular, the people
learned, Mr. ZhaAg Ruquan had made a
rousing statement, resolutely refuting the.
charge made against him and declaring, in
conclusion, "I feel immensely proud of
myself for being arrested for honoring the
memory of Mao Zedong.'* When Zhang

Continuedfrom page 11

this case are poor persons who were picked
up from among nearly a thousand peasants
that had gathered in retaliatory protest
against repeated acts ofmurder, arson, loot
and rape let loose by the private army of
landlords with the connivance of the local
administration.

These peasant activists are part of the
revolutionary masses who are waging a
bold and relentless struggle against
exploitation, casteism and communalism as
part of the anti-feudal and anti-imperialist
struggles. They inspired the peasants

Continuedfrom page 13

2004, has developed up to the point that a
transition to the working-class offensive
on a broad scale has been initiated.
Nevertheless, we are still in a process of
ferment on the basis of a relative calm, but
the transition to a revolutionary ferment is
being prepared rapidly.

How is the fascist threat to be

evaluated presently?
It is obvious that the failure of the pro

ceedings to ban the NPD has encouraged
the neo-fascists. In the elections in the
states of Saxony and Brandenburg, the
NPD and DVU have even won seats in the
state parliaments. This can maiidy be at
tributed to the fact that the media have built

Zhengyao wasput intoa policevehicle, to
be whiskedaway, the crowd chanted aloud:

"Justice will be done"; "Truth will
prevail!**; "Solidarity!" The police car was
gone. But people still lingered on, voicing
their indignation:

Who are the real criminals that are
daily breaking the laws with impunity?
Who is it on earth that are trampling the
cohistitution underfoot? Why are they
afraid of people paying tribute to Mao's
memory? One person said angrily: these

enmasse to rise above caste and communal

considerations and mobilized them in the

struggle against the divisive policies ofthe
jotedars and mahajans.

Interestingly thecourtwhichcouldn't
find enough evidenceagainst the industria
lists who hired killers to eliminate Shan-
karGuha Ntyogihadfound sufficientproof
ofinvolvement ofthese five persons from
the mass ofhundreds ofpeople.

In this exploitative and unjust judicial
system, the peasant activists and
revolutionaries are treated as criminals and

murderers and sent to the gallows.

up the neo-fascists as "protest parties
against the Hartz TVlaws". According to a
poll conducted by Infratest, 84 per cent of
the voters in Saxony voted for a neo-fas
cist party due to a supposed protest against
Hartz rV and the government.

The neo-fascists are presenting them
selves under the guise of an anti-capitalist
image, with which they disguise their ex-
trepie hostility towards the working class.
Social-fascist demagogy borrowed' from
Hitler-fascism is at the center of their ef
forts to win new supporters. Actually, they
are driving a wedge into the working class
movement with their division between for
eign and German people and they are be
ing supported by the monopolies as a
spearhead against revolutionary move
ments and workers' struggles. This is con

evil, corrupt officials are lording over us
and having a ball for now, but sooner or
later people will get even with themI On
September 9, an old worker was arrested
before Mao's statue for an act in
commemoration of the 28*^ anniversary of
Mao's passing; On Dec. 21, a few days
before Mao's 111*'' birthday anniversary, he
and others were tried in secrecy. What kind
of signal is this?

Whereas those poor peasants of the
oppressed castes whose names figure in
the FIR are portrayed as killers, those who
are known anti-socials roam about freely,
as do the capitalists who engage
mercenaries to eliminate the trade union
leaders. This is how the 'independent' and
'impartial' judiciary works in our country
— to protect the interests of the poor
peasants of the oppressed castes and
classes agaiiist the ruling classes. True
justice is in fact being meted out only in
the people's courts in areas of
revolutionary influence. g •

nected to the attempt to forge a neo-fascist
bloc. In view of the next general elections,
this mergerofNPD, DVU and some smaller
neo-fascist terror organizations should not
be underestimated.

For this reason, it is necessary that the
antifascist struggle becomes a task of the
day for MLPD and mainly for its youth
league Rebell, as well as for Ae youth move
ment. The anti-fascist attitude of the people
in Germany is still very pronounced on the
grounds of their painful experience with the
terror ofHitler-fascism.

The working-class strikes at Bosch,
Siemens, DaimlerChrysler and Opel, as
well as the Monday demonstrations and
the March on Berlin on October 3''^ are
examples of the growing tide of the
working class struggle in Germany. _ _
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