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No sooner had the Human Resource Devel opment minister Mr.
Arjun Singh made the declaration regarding twenty-seven percent
reservation for the backward castes in al higher educational
ingtitutionsincluding Medical, Engineering and M anagement, than
the youth of this country got divided, to alarge extent, into two
mutually antagonistic camps. All the fundamental issues such as
inflation, unemployment, constant snatching of therightsof common
toiling masses, theincessantly increasing gulf betweentherichand
the poor, the ever growing indigenous aswell asforeign plunder
and pillaging that are becoming more and more striking, have once
again been relegated to the margins. The common massesand their
sonsand daughtersin particular, who havethe historica responsibility
of initiating adecisive struggleagainst imperialism and capitalism,
and implementing the new project for peopl€' sliberation resting on
their shoulders, have been divided amongst themsel ves on casteist
line.

Undoubtedly, the question of caste-based oppression and
discriminationisoneof themost fundamenta andimportant questions
of Indian society. The centuries old casteist prejudices and
segregation are even today deeply rooted inthe customsand rituals
of most of the common Indian citizens. Theonly differencebeing
that somewhere its naked—unrestrained expression isto be seen
whereaselsewhereits” subtle’” and more*” skillful” aspectisvisible.
Also, without a shadow of adoubt it can be claimed that besides
caste-based humiliation and oppression, the “dalits’ and other
backward castes, compared to their proportion in the population,
aremuch behind the upper castesinterms of socio-economic status
even today. Some of the backward castes, in the years after
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independence have consolidated their position ascapitaist farmers-
landownersand kulaksinvillages, and in bourgeoiselectord politics
too, their participation has strengthened, but as far as urban
occupationsand independent intellectua professionsareconcerned
they areway behind even today. The all-consuming death blow of
capital has pushed even asizeable popul ation of upper castesinto
theranksof proletariat, semi-proletariat and much distressed and
afflicted common lower middle class; but alook at the other facet
of the picture also reveal sthat those* dalits” and backward castes
that were being ground down in form of the lowest stratain the
semi-feudd socid formation until the colonia period, most amongst
them aretill ranked lowest evenintoday’s capitalist hierarchical
order. Thevarious governmental initiatives undertaken for their
“upliftment” have provided facilitiesto an exceedingly small portion
of “dalit” population andinstead hasadded fuedl to thefire of casteist
prejudice, strifeand hatred, a ready existing amongst common poor
and middle class upper caste population towardsthe majority of
“dalit” population living infernal lives of wagedavery invillages
andcities.

The condition of the backward castesisdightly different. After
independence, dong with the bourgeoisification of Indian agriculture,
that class of farmerswhich after assuming the ownership of land
and having started producing for the market evolved in form of
capitaist farmers-landowners-kulaks; casting aglanceat their caste
background, it becomesknown that it (that class) comprised mostly
the cultivators belonging to the backward castes such as “ Jat”,
“Maratha’, “ Reddy”, “Kamma’, “Kurmi”, “ Sainthwar”, “Koiri”,
“Yadav” etc. Proportionately, with their growing economic might,
theinfluentia peoplefrom these castesincreased their participation
inbourgeoiseectora politicstoo; in severa states even displaced
therich and the moneyed of higher castesfrom power to different
extentsand thusemerged asthe new oppressor of “ ddits’ (amongst
whom most are agricultural labourers) inthe new rural scenario.
But the essential reality behind thisapparently visibleredity isoften
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glossed over, that isto say in Indiaamongst thousands of backward
castes hardly bar adozen, the condition of therest isalmost same
asthat of “daits’ or dightly better intermsof socio-economic satus.
And those backward castes which have quite anumber amongst
the capitalist farmers-landowners-kulaks, 70-80 percent of even
their populationisspending their livesaslower middleclasspeasants,
rural and urban middle classand prol etariat-semi proletariat even
today. Theincessantly increasing blowsof capital, having uprooted
them from their lands is forcing upon them to seek jobs and
employment opportunitiesin villagesand morethan that incities.
And all this is happening in that phase of globalisation when
everywhere there is an overbearing sway of “job-less
development” . Employment opportunitiesare continuoudy shrinking
whereas unemployment isconstantly swelling up.

In such a scenario, when the ruling class hurls the bait of
reservation in employment or higher education, the studentsand
unemployed youth belonging to middle classand upper castes, who
are already dependent on jobsfor their livelihood think that the
“dalits’ and backward castesare now even robbing them off their
remai ning opportunitiesof employment with theaid of the crutches
of reservation. They are unableto perceivethisground reality that
infact theopportunitiesfor employment have dwindled away
so much that even if the reservation is completely brought
toan end, not all theunemployed from the upper casteswill
get employment. Similarly the youth belonging to “ dalits”
and backward castesfail torealisethat if the percentage of
reservation israised alittlemoreand if it isimplemented in
an honest and effective manner, even then not even fifty
per cent of unemployed youth from “dalit” and thebackward
castes will obtain employment. Whatever meagre
opportunitiesfor employment will beavailabletothem, even
their benefitswill primarily bereaped by an exceedingly small
population of “dalits’” who have turned middle class and
people belonging to economically, socially and politically
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influential backward castes; and the vast majority of
population living their lives as proletariat-semi proletariat
will obtain almost nothing from it.

What isneeded isthat instead of falling prey to the centuries-
old casteist prejudices and the perverse conspiracies of theruling
classes, the youth community of thiscountry should think over such
fundamental questionsasto what should bethe project for purging
from the very roots of the Indian society the 'venom of caste' so
deeply entrenched, for completely putting an end to casteist
separation and for the final emancipation of “dalits’ and various
backward castesfrom the barbaric casteist oppression and terrible
casteist humiliation? Thedire necessity isto deliberate upon this
guestion asto how should the question of caste-based discrimination
and separation be made afundamental and inseparable component
of the historical revolutionary project for theliberation of Indian
masses and creation of an egalitarian society? In view of these
fundamental questions, wewant to frankly say some plaintruthsto
all thoserational, honest and sensitive students-youthswho have
been divided in favour of and in opposite camps on the issue of
reservation.

To the opponents of Reservation

When the proposal for twenty-seven percent reservation for the
backward castes in all higher educational institutions was put
forward, the foremost argument given against it wasthat thiswill
resultinthedecline of the standard of health servicesin India; that
thiswill be, inaway, playing withthelivesof common people; that
thiswill havean adverse effect on the standard of scientific research
and asaconsequencethe progressof the country will beaffected. ..
so on and so forth. However, tell only thismuch that the* concern”
due to which you are fabricating the argument of merit and
competence, based on that very “concern” you should have also
opposed the decision of admission to theMedical and Engineering
colleges under N.R.I. quota and on the basis of capitation fees
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whichwasimplemented yearsago. But aas! not aword was uttered
on thisissue. Are all the progenies of non-resident Indians and
indigenous moneyed class, who are capabl e of paying capitation
feesworth lacs of rupees, always born bright and brilliant? The
classof rich and wealthy spend lacs of rupees on the coaching of
their “worthy heirs’ so asto gain admissionto theseingtitutions. If
you are fair and just and really concerned about the merit and
competencethen why did you never demand from the government
that either it impose ban on such private coaching institutes and
enforce an equal provision of free or inexpensive coaching for all
aspiring studentsor el se separately make provision of free coaching
for “dalits,” other backward castes and deprived sections so that
no deserving individual isdenied accessto theseingtitutionssmply
because of economic-social reasons. If you areredlly troubled by
the apprehension of declining standard of engineering, medical and
scientific research and incompetent peopl e gaining accessto these
fields, thenwhy isit that you never raised your voice against the
rising wave of privatisation owing to which education hassimply
been reduced to acommodity to be sold to the highest bidder! No
matter how much capability onehas, eventheremaining possibilities
of advancement are constantly shrinking for the want of money
and reach. Haveyou ever joined handsto resist this?

All right, so you are worried about the development of the
country! However, tell only thismuch, every year thousands
of doctors, engineers and scientists, after having obtained
degrees at the expense of the hard-earned resources of
common masses, take the road to America and Europe to
mint more and more money! Have you ever opposed this
tendency and the government policies that encourage it?
You must beknowing that despite paying capitation feeand
expensivefeeworth lacsof rupees, morethan eighty per cent
of the expenditure in producing a single doctor, engineer
and scientist is public or isborne by the gover nment which
comes from the amount collected in form of indirect taxes
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from thecommon masses! Then doyou consider such people
“traitor” or “anti-people’” who having acquir ed specialisation
on the strength of common masses, themselvesrun away to
foreign landsto amassdollar sand poundsand who usetheir
training and abilities to serve the very imperialists who
annually take away thousands of millions rupees as spoils
from our country in form of profits, royalties and interest.
This, you will say, happens because of the dearth of
employment opportunitiesand asnobody caresfor merit in
thiscountry! But then why do not you oppose the policies of
government that are constantly encouraging “job-less
development” ? If you ar ejustice-loving then why do not you
stand up againgt that social-political structurein which despite
theneed for the extensive expansion of developmental work
and health services and the presence of all kinds of natural
resour cesand competent people, even thedoctors, engineers
and scientists do not get employment?

If you are distressed by the apprehension of the declining
standard of health services, then why do not you ever raise your
voice against the fact that the government hospitals have turned
into hot-bedsof corruption and touting; that most of the government
doctorsappointed at primary health centres, instead of going there,
churn out hoards of money through private practice and receive
sdariesa so without being due; that ingtitutesand medical colleges
like AIIMS primarily serve VIP's and the affluent. Instead of
improving the decrepit system, the government is undertaking
reckless privatisation of the health services. The common people
who areincapable of receiving treatment from private institutes
and nursing homes, die from common diseases or have no option
except going to quacks. Multinational pharmaceutical companies
use peopl e asguineapigs and doctors astheir agentsand the profit
they makeis no less than outrageous oot and plunder. Had you
been so anxious about the health of the masses, you should have at
least raised your voice on this issue! Leaving the instance of
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countrieslike Cubaaside, even then there are many countriesin
theworld, much backward than India, wherethe condition of health
servicesismanifold better than ours! Haveyou ever thought over
this question? It seemsto you that with reservation coming into
force, incompetent peoplewill become doctors and the standard of
health serviceswill decling! Butin Tamilnadu, reservationfor “ dalits’
and backward castesin Medical education hasbeeninforcefor a
long time and there the human health index is much better than
most of the other states! What do you haveto say about this?
You must have understood our basic intention behind
raising all these questions by now. Thetruth isthat behind
the current wave of opposition to reservation (like earlier
instances), essentially and principally, there is not any
concer n about competence, justiceand national inter est but
rather an important roleisplayed by the centuries-old deep
rooted “anti-dalits” and anti-backward castes casteist
preudices, hatred and reactionary customsand rituals. The
educated middle class of upper castes thinks that because
of reservation, “dalits’ and backwar d casteswill now be on
apar with them and the privileges availableto them (upper
castes) will thusbeapportioned. Thisnever crossesthrough
their mindsthat in a just democratic system every one has
thefundamental right to education, health and employment
and the struggle should befor thebuilding of such a system.
Instead, the moment government lets off the squib of
reservation, they think that the already shrinking
opportunitiesof education and employment will now become
all the mor e spar se because of these “dalits’ and backward
castes; and instead of a sustained preparation for a decisive
struggle on the issue of the universal right for equal and
free education and equal opportunities for employment to
all, they start opposing the move for reservation. No matter
how many argumentsof justice and national interest arefabricated
insupport of this, itisinfact the degp-rooted “ anti-dalits’ and anti-
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backward castes malevolent, reactionary sentimentsand centuries-
old casteit, reactionary customsand ritua sthat areworking behind
this. If it werenot so, then in the protest rallies organised under the
banner of “Youth For Equality”, the banners like “Kshatriya
SwabhimanManch”, “ SavarnAdhikar Morcha’, “ BrahminAdhikar
Manch” and “Manuvadi Morcha’ etc. would not havebeenvisible.
These banners clearly state that the leading current opposing
reservation wants to safeguard its privileges by standing on the
ground of “savarnata” and “ dvijta’ (belonging to upper castes).
Owing to this, even amongst the common people within
“dalits” and backward castes, naturally a reaction is
generated on casteist basis and instead of delving deep into
the problem and instead of deliberating upon some
revolutionary, radical project for adecisiveand final solution
tocaste-question, they blindly stand in support of reservation.
Consequently, the casteist separ ation and malice of common
population once again deepens, and thus again gets a new
revitaliser. Once again the subterfuge of the ruling classes
manages to gain its ends and once again all the efforts to
unite all the exploited-oppressed against the imperialist-
capitalist plunder and outrage suffer amajor setback.

Now, we also want to have a frank talk with the
supporters of reservation on this question.

To the supporters of Reservation

Despite numerous social-poalitical changesand capitaist economic
development, even after nearly Six decadesof political independence
thevenom of casteisdeeply entrenched in every joint of thesocial
fabric of our country. Not only are the “dalit” castes victim of
humiliating social segregation and barbaric socia oppression, but
economically aso nearly ninety percent of “dalit” population are
standing in the ranks of wage labourers—the “new slaves’ of
capitdist society. The condition of the backward castesis somewhat
different fromtheirsand in several parts of the country, asection
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withinthem having becomewesdlthy capitalist farmers, haveeffiliated
themselveswith the class of exploiters-rulersat thevillagelevel,
hasemerged asthe new oppressor of “dalit” castesand moreover,
fromvillagesto statesand central political system of the country,
itsparticipation has strengthened, very muchin conformity withits
class status but as far as education, urban employment,
administration, and independent occupations are concerned, its
participationisstill proportionally very low and itsbase has chiefly
been the agricultural economy. But moreimportantly, barringasmall
section within some of the backward castes, amaor portion amongst
them and most of the other backward castes are either equivalent
to“dalits’ or dightly better than them in terms of socia-economic
status; and economically also their conditionis nowhere ahead of
proletariat, semi-proletariat or lower middle class. That section
withinthemwhich hasaffiliated itself with the profiteering classin
therural society, that too inthe course of time, after acquiring higher
education and employment, will become either aconstituent (or
equivalent) of the urban elite society with the might of money, but
themajority of poor, poverty-stricken population of the backward
casteswill incessantly lag behind in the unequal competition of a
capitalist society.

Inview of thisnaked, cruel and abominablereality of Indian
society, if onethinksabout thiswith an emotional view, thenthe
formulafor reservation in education and employment for “dalits”
and backward castes seemsjust. But the moment one delves deep
intothemaiter, it becomesclearly evident that nofundamenta change
can be brought about by reservation or for that matter by any other
provision of thiskind in the actual social-economic condition of
“dalits’ and backward casteswithin theframework of theexisting
capitalist system. Theprincipal design of reservation issolely
to douse theraging flames of wrath and resentment among
people, deprived and oppressed for centuries, and thusto
contain it from flaring up further. The maneouvre of
reservation actsasa safety valve mechanism so asto prevent
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the discontent and anger among the exploited-oppressed
“dalits’ and backward castes from exploding against the
system.

The reservation for “dalits’ implemented in the fields of
education and employment for two decades has made barely this
much differencethat it has produced an exceedingly small, smug,
complacent, comfort-loving hedonist middle classamongst them
that hasentirely dissociated itsalf from those*® ddlits” invillagesand
citieswho spend their lives as wage slaves of the inferior-most
degree. Because even they have to suffer perceptible aswell as
imperceptible social humiliation among co-professionalsof higher
cagtesinvariousdifferent ways, thereforethey, very enthusiasticaly,
with great vigour and spirit take upon themselvesto play therole of
theadvocate, spokesperson and theoretician of that “dalitist” politics,
whose character despite variousfiery words, isabsolutely reformist
and which exclusively worksto consolidateitsvote bank by cashing
inonthesentimentsof extensve* ddit” population. From Republican
Party to BSP (Bahujan Sama Party) and Udit Raj’ s Justice Party,
and not merely this, but sofrom varioussmdl radical “dalit” outfits
tomgority of “dditist” intellectuas—all fight only for somereforms
within the framework of capitalist system, no matter however
passionate and penetrating their stance seems. Thenaked truthis
that aslong as capitalism thrivesand flourishesin India, therewill
remain wage slavery and till then the mgjority of “dalits’ (and
backward castes) will beincluded intheranksof thesewagedaves.
The foundation of segregation and exploitation-oppression
established on castel st basiswasearlier feudalismand inthe present
times, it is capitalism. Thereisno other fundamental corrective
measure other than anti-capitalist revolutionary struggleto put an
end to thissystem. Obviously weare not talking about economic-
politica struggleaone. Thisanti-establishment revol utionary struggle
will beincomplete and will never be productive without aradical
socio-cultural movement whichwill give precedenceto thequestion
of casteist discrimination on itsagenda, which will be constantly
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activeamongst the masses so asto wipe out the discrimination and
differences established on casteist basis. The truth isthat the
venom of caste has penetrated so deep into the Indian
society, that even after any socio-political revolution also,
there will be a need for a whole series of incessant cultural
revolutions for its complete exter mination.

Had only reservation been the solution to the problem, then
out of 37 percent reserved jobsin Punjab 30,000, out of 47 percent
reserved jobsin Haryana 10,000, out of 47 percent reserved jobsin
Himachal Pardesh 6,000, out of 50 percent reserved jobsin Bihar
62,500, out of 49 percent reserved jobsin Rgasthan 41,565 and out
of 50 percent reserved jobsin Madhya Pradesh 11,500 would not
have been vacant. The situation in other statesisnot in the least
better than this. Approximately there are about one lac such
government jobsinthe country which arelying vacant under quota.
Thetruthisthat the majority of common population amongst the
scheduled castes-tribes and other backward castes do not have
such economic-academic status so asto apply for thesejobs. The
reserved seatsthat get filled, aregrabbed by thosewho haveaready
become a constituent of the middle class. The pace of changein
the educational status is this that even after 59 years of
independence, 79.88 percent studentsfrom schedul ed castesdrop
out midway through their school education. The 50 percent of
reserved seatsfor scheduled castesand tribesin higher education
remain unfilled and 25 percent of students who seek admission
under reservation leavetheir educationinthemiddle. Thesituation
will beno different even after reservation isimplemented in higher
education for the backward castes too. The youth from the poor
families, will either be unableto seek admission despitereservation
because of economic factors or elsethey will beforced to leave
their education in the middle. Only those few families amongst
backward casteswill be benefited by reservation, whose economic
statusisthat of the rich middle class peasantry or €l sethose who
withtheaid and support of profit acquired in agriculture have aready
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joined theranksof urban middleclass.

Onthebasis of these aforementioned figures, the supporters
of reservation will arguethat precisely because of these reasons
reservation should be kept in force for some time and its scope
should a so beexpanded. But our argument isthat if reservationis
goingto exert itsinfluencewith such ad ow pace, thentherewill be
no remarkable change in the situation even after acentury. And
moreimportantly, inthis phase of liberalisation-privatisation, when
“job-lessdeve opment” isthe catch-phrase, whenjobsin government
and public sector are continuoudy shrinking (andin private sector,
in proportion to the devel opment of production and expansion of
service sector put together, the employment opportunities being
generated are not many compared to before) then in such a
scenario, evenif the percentage of reserved jobsisraised awee bit
itisnot going to make much of adifferencetotheliving conditions
of common “dalits’ and backward castes. If abow! of rice hasto
be distributed among hundred hungry peopleand evenif aportion
of rice is reserved for some percentage of more famished, no
difference will be made to the condition of a single person and
forget satisfying al, it will not even be ableto alleviate the hunger
of a single person since the quantity of rice itself is very less
compared to the number of peoplewho arehungry! Today, therefore
if the percentage of reservation isincreased further and evenif it
getsimplemented effectualy, therewill be no significant changein
the social condition of common “dalit” and backward caste
population. The capitalist development is causing the pol arisation
of entire population with an unprecedented speed and thisis a
characteristic of capitalism that those who are already deprived
and oppressed are the ones who are forced into the ranks of
proletariat-semi-proletariat foremost. The children of daves-serfs
and displaced tenants are the first onesto becomethe industrial
proletariat. Exactly the same happened with “ dalits’ and majority
of backward castesin India. In the course of time, with conscious
efforts, the bourgeois state has produced even an exceedingly small
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middle classgroup amongst them, that i s outspoken and loquacious,
that speaksno end on casteist oppression, but besidesthishasentirely
dissociated itself from the common “dalit” and backward caste
population, hisisadefeated soul, relatively privileged, complacent,
comfort-loving and antagonisticto every kind of revolutionary change
and excessively reformist. Inguiseof therepresentation of common
“dalit” population, it wantsto safeguard itscomfortsand privileges
for successive generationsand isablind supporter of capitalist mode
of development. Thisvery middle class population among “ dalit”
and backward castesis the one that speaks of reservation asthe
only solution to the problem so that its position remains safe and
secure and the common deprived “ dalit” and backward castesdo
nothing in the hope of afanciful solutionto their woesor elsewill
go abegging and therefore continue existing asmere pawnsin the
bourgeoispoliticsof vote bank.

Thehelmsmen of capitalist system wish for the samebut there
isalso acontradictory internal motion within the capitalismitself.
Whereas on one hand the mgjority of “dalit” (and asufficiently
large section of backward castes) isincluded in the proletariat-
semi-proletariat popul ation of villagesand citieson acountry-wide
scae, ontheother, theblow of capita ispushingamassive populaion
of upper caste and even a sizeable section of farmers among
backward castes, having dispossessed them of their lands, jobsand
property, intotheranksof proletariat. The contradictory redity of
society is that whereas on one hand there are forces which are
active in maintaining as well as perpetuating the inequity and
discrimination established on castel st basi's, on the other an opposite
motionislaying thegroundwork for an objectivefoundation of uniting
the continuously increasing population of wage daves (primarily
indugtriad proletariat) spendinginfernd livesby breaking thebarriers
of caste-based segregations, and whichisincreasingly becoming a
conditionfor their existence becauseit isimpossibleto survivefor
them unlessthey struggle unitedly against thea l-consuming death-
blow of capital. Itisobviousthat the hirelings of capitalist system

Reservation : Support, Opposition and Our Position /15



will instigate the subjective forces that strengthen the casteist
discrimination among common toiling masses whereas the
responsi bility of theanti-capitalist revolutionary current should be
to reinforce the subj ective forceswhich are resol ved to wipe out
discrimination established on castel st basisamong toiling masses
and render ineffective every conspiracy to perpetuate them. The
capitalism is continuously pushing forward the process of
urbanisation and industrialisation in Indiawith an unprecedented
rapid motion and along with this, the process of proletarianisation
and the contradiction between capital and labour isalso gaining
pace. It is relatively easy to consolidate this new proletariat
population on classbasisafter effacing al casteist discrimination
and this should be our prime objective, because only then we will
advanceinthedirection of decisivestruggleto build asociety which
will embark upon apath of destroying classinequality and along
with it al other inequities such as caste inequality and gender
inequality. It isnot co-incidental that the debate over reservation
generatesthe utmost heat and passion among middleclasspopulation,
and specifically amongst urban middle class, and not urban
proletariat. The" dalits’ and poor backward castesin villageseither
remain to bethe pawninthe politicsof vote bank whileundergoing
barbaric social oppression besides economic exploitation, or else
they unite and fight in arevolutionary manner and consequently,
often acquiretheright to live with self-respect and honour to an
extent. It becomes clear that whereas on one hand to organize
struggle on class basis, constant efforts need to be made to wipe
out every singletrace of casteist mentality and culture penetrated
deepinto socia psyche; onthe other hand, the success of peoples
struggle organi sed on classbasis can only bethefirst guarantee of
decisiveuprooting of casteist discrimination. Only after grasping
thishistorical-scientific formulacan the question of reservation be
understood accurately and thus an authenti ¢ position can be adopted.
Had the demand for reservation been ademand for reform as
asapart of the sustained processof revolutionary struggle, certainly
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wewould not have questioned it. Before the decisive phase of the
struggle for 100 pence, there are also such phases when having
won the strugglefor 10 pence, the acquisition isseized and then
preparationsare madefor thefuture. But theideaof acquiring 100
pence by begging and collecting penniesisareformist mentality
and instead of weakening the current system, strengthensit, creates
cracksin theranks of the masses. The demand for reservationis
only such adangerousillusory reformist demand. Thisisacommon
issueonthechartersof al thosestreamswithinthe® dditist” politics
whichwish for the solution to the caste question within the bounds
of this system of capitalistic oot and plunder. If achange could
have been brought about in the actual condition of the majority of
common“dalits’ and backward caste population through reservation,
then accepting this demand woul d have been the most appropriate
step in moving forward inthedirection of strugglefor anew social
order. But theredlity iscomplete oppositetoit. Reservationisnot a
demand for reform but rather areformist demand. It makesloud
proclamations in the name of welfare of common masses of the
oppressed castesand turnsan exceedingly smal (almost negligible)
section withinthem faithful servants and sycophants of power by
luring them with lollipops and candy floss, whereas on the other
hand divides the toiling population and common middle class
population on casteist basis and conceals the root causes and
fundamental solution of the problem. Instead of taking forward the
journey undertaken in the direction of decisive solution of caste
guestion, it confuses and deviatesit from its course. Therefore,
despitetheir casteist prejudices, al bourgeoisideol ogues, palitical
and electoral parties speak asone on theissue of reservation. The
moment the squib of reservation islet off by the mediawhichis
controlled by thehegemony of higher caste psycheand theeducated
middle class start indulging in hurling virulent utterances against
“dalits’ and backward castes, itisasif the castei st discrimination
and separation receives anew impetusin the entire society. The
politicsof vindication of and oppositiontoreservationbasicaly serves
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the same purpose. They beget anillusory and spurioushope; weaken
and nullify al theinitiatives undertaken to create class-based unity
among common masses, having first strengthened the centuries-
old casteist division among them. Therefore, smply compelled by
reaction and compl etely overlooking the facts, the supporters of
reservationwill haveto think and rethink what they aregoing to get
inreality by supporting ademand such asreservation.

Let us suppose you are standing at a bus station and
after many crowded busseshave passed, you cling on to some
busor set your foot in abusafter thrusting your self in, then
usually your anger isdirected against your fellow passengers
and those who are already sitting, even their behaviour is
one that of extreme indifference and disregard. Our anger
should beaimed against theineffectivity of thetransportation
system and shortage of buses and you should endeavour to
take along your co-passengers in the struggle but usually
this never gets translated in practice. Often the same
happensin the case of a political-social order and the same
thingishappening on thequestion of reservation in education
and employment. Thestruggle should befor such asystemwhere
thereis“equal and free educationto all and equal opportunities of
employment for al”. Theeconomic analysisclearly pointsout that
if productionisnot centered around profit for few but rather socia
utility thenthisispossible. Although theinitia editionsof Socialist
Revol utionsin twentieth century have been unsuccessful, but they
madeit all possible. Today despite the unprecedented growth of
productiveforces, the devastation capitalismiscausing to common
people, looking at it, once again the new editions of proletarian
revolution appear inevitable. When these new revolutions will
establishthecontrol of thetoiling masseson production, state power
and the entire structure of the society and the power of decision
making will beintheir hands, only then equal and free education
will beavailableto al and employment will beavailabletoall those
willing towork. Had the demand for reservation been alink inthe
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strugglefor “equa and freeeducationto al and employment to al”
and would have been helpful intakingit forward, then certainly this
demand for reservation could have been supported. But sincethe
common“dalits’ and backward caste popul ation hardly getsanything
out of it and secondly it divides on castei st basistheranks of youth
which may otherwisealign with the ultimate strugglefor resolution
of the basic problems of our society. Inthisway, thusraising the
slogan of social justice, the issue of reservation strengthens the
roots of that capitalist system, whose existence will never make
the elimination of caste discrimination andinequality possible.
Arguing, infavour of reservation, dalit leader, Udit Rg writes:.
"The parents of children studying in ordinary schools who are
illiterate and the child lends a hel ping hand in household chores
after school hours, if such children want concession of some
marks, then what is wrong in it? The standard that is being
fixed for “ dalits’ and backward castes, if the same is applied
by Europe and America for India then would they ever allow
usto make use of their discoveries, inventions and technology?
Which original discovery or invention hastaken placein India,
of which one can be proud of at international level ? Altogether
thisis purely a matter of self-interest where only a few people
of elite class want to take advantage of these institutions and
the poor or common higher castes is not influenced by it”
(Jansatta, June 2, 2006). By examining the argumentative method
of Udit Raj, the class character of the politicsof reservation can be
easily understood. First of al, only an exceedingly small part of
concess on obtai ned in name of reservation reachesthe children of
illiterate parentswho help their parents in domestic chores after
the school hours. Secondly, evenif the benefit of relaxation under
reservation entirely reaches such children, the quantity of this
concessionwill beexceedingly lessin the proportion to the number
of children. Thirdly, when Udit Raj himself acceptsthat the poor
and common of higher caste peopl e are deprived of the benefits of
jobsand other privileges, inthat caseisnot the dogan of reservation
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effecting thedistancing of these poor peoplefromthepoor of “dalits’
and backward castes? Do they have any programme for taking
along the poor of higher castes? Can anyone say that itsremedy is
to providereservation on economic basis?All of usknow thisfull
well that any influential personwill be ableto get afalseincome
certificate of low income made from government officesbut very
few common poor peoplewill succeed in benefiting fromit. And
again the same question arises that when there are hardly any
opportunitiesfor employment | eft, what purposewill be achieved
by anincome certificate? And when the economic condition of the
majority of poor compelsthem to leave their education halfway,
then how much will the reservation implemented in the field of
education beuseful, isaquestion worth asking, particularly at that
timeswhen the process of privatisationisincessantly being carried
out in the field of education from primary to higher level and
educationisincreasi ngly becoming asal eable commodity?

Udit Rgj hascompared (or anal ogically represented) the caste
systemto theworld capitalist system and has given the argument
that the way in which countries like U.S.A. treat India with
“magnanimity” by allowing it to make use of their discoveries,
inventions and technologies, the same “generosity” should be
demonstrated by the higher castetowardsthe“dalit” society onthe
issue of reservation. This comparison is aliving proof of class
perspectiveof Udit Rg. First of all, theimperialist countriesdo not
providether discoveriesand technol ogiesto poor nationsfor nothing
but rather thoroughly extract itsentirevalueintermsof royalty and
arbitrary termsand conditionsas plunder and loot (Besides, it should
bebornein mind that the spoilsfrom colonies played amgor rolein
their discoveriesand technol ogical advancement!) Secondly, despite
this" generosity” on part of theimperialist countries, thetermination
of difference and unequal relationsbetween countrieslikeAmerica
and countrieslikeIndiaisnot possible aslong astheexistingworld
order thrivesand flourishes. Thequestion, therefore, isnot to acquire
concessions from imperialist powers but rather that of aradical
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rapturewithworld capitaist system and then of completeannihilation
of thisworld order. Similarly, with referenceto the caste system,
the questionisnot to get few concessions but rather to bring about
the end of the caste system and the demand for reservationisinno
way of any assistanceto thisbut rather playsahostilerole.

Yet another celebrated and self proclaimed “dalit” thinker is
Chandrabhan Prasad whoisafrantic supporter of American pattern
of capitalist social system and looksfor the solution to the* dalit”
question within that framework. Thereisno dearth of such Indian
intellectual swho completely overlooking theunlimited, dl pervasive
plunder by America, theinternal crisis of American society and
deep seated inequality, oppression and despotism permesting every
sphere of itssocia fabric, presentsit asthemodel of aprosperous
and happy society. Suchintellectualshave been begottenin “dait”
society too and Chandrabhan Prasad isleading amongst them. The
likes of Chandrabhan Prasad have comeforth withauniqueidea
of “ddit capitdism”. They believethat by promoting “ castediversty”
intheindustriesof private sector and higher educationd ingtitutions
(most of these, they believe, should bein private sector) abourgeoise
and together with bureaucracy and intelligentsia, various sub-strata
of middleclasswill evolveand in thisway, the caste-question will
be resolved. The Chandrabhan Prasad brand of “dalit” thinkers
regard that the end of public sector and the wave of privatisation-
liberalisationisessential and thereisplenty of scopefor making it
fair and equitable. These advocates of neo-liberalisation believe
that likethe* affirmative action” implemented in Americain 1965
for Blacks, inIndiatooif reservationismade mandatory for “dalits’
inhigher educationd ingtitutionsof private sector and establishments
of industria-financia and service sector, then awedthy middleclass
and anindustridist classwill bebornout of “ddits’ and hencewill
terminatether socid segregetion, humiliationand oppression. Strictly
speaking nothing could have been more reactionary and * anti-dalit”
thanthisbdlief.

First of al, wewill haveto consider the difference madeto
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economic and socid condition of Blacksthrough theimplementation
of “afirmativeaction” snce 1965inAmerica. Undoubtedly, during
the past four decadesthe participation of Black peoplehasincreased
in the clique of high officials of corporate world, bureaucrats,
bourgeoisdiplomatsand journaists, academiciansetc. and afairly
good size of middleclasshas comeinto existence (Although, apart
from afew petty entrepreneurs and merchants, no such thing as
“Black capitalism” hascomeinto existenceeveninAmerica). But
thisBlack middleclassisan exceedingly small section of theentire
Black population. Mgjority of Blacks spend their livesasthewage
labour of the most inferior degree and are the inhabitants of the
dumsandfilthy settlements, “the pitsof darkness’, surrounding the
metropolitan America, the“idand of prosperity and affluence”. The
workers of Mulatto and Chicano origin, the non-resident workers
fromthe countriesof LatinAmericaandAsialivinginAmericaand
theAmerican Black workersnot only to undergo barbaric exploitation
and insecurity in American society but also have to face social
segregation and humiliation. Theonly differencethat hasbeen made
isthat the increasing polarisation of rich and poor in American
society hastransformed asizeabl e section of white populationinto
wage slaves and hasthus placed them on par with this“ accursed”
multitude. Discrimination on the basisof colour and racestill exists
in American society, only there hasbeen adlight alterationinits
form. Even today more than seventy-five percent of prisonersin
American jails are either Blacks or of Latin American or Asian
origin. Thissame population isthe one engaged in most |ow-paying
and involving hard labour jobs. If today the Blacks haveto suffer
lessof humiliation and aparthei st discrimination compared to what
they underwent four decades ago, then neither the “ affirmative
action” not the prosperity and affluence of a few Blacksis the
reason behind it but rather this has been made possible asaresult
of the militant movements of Blacks, American Civil Rights
movement and American Workers' movement with strong
participation of the Blacks. In any society when asmall section
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that arises from the vast majority of deprived-oppressed and
affiliatesitself with the prosperous, propertied class, no difference
ismadeto the actual condition of deprived-oppressed population
and what happensinstead isthat it shrouds that condition to an
extent. The advocates of “dalit capitalism” that call for the
“affirmative action” based on American pattern are in fact the
renegades of inferior most degree of the “dalit” population,
reactionaries of foremost degree and the most brazen-faced
parasites of neo-liberal capitalism, who present avery rosy picture
of American society infront of the* dalits” in Indiaby hiding the
factsand want to equip them for providing servicesto indigenous
capitdismandtheentireimperialist world order. In doing so, people
like Chandrabhan Prasad completely disregard the fact that white
American bourgeoisie, in the wake of escalating pressure inits
own country, can grant to an extent somefacilities, concessions
andrightsto Blacksand other deprived sections, in order to safeguard
itsparadisefrom the heat and fire of classstruggle, on the strength
of the super-profits extorted from the entireworld but the Indian
bourgeoisieisnot inapositionto do so. It isnot without reason that
representatives of Indian bourgeoisielike Rahul Bajgj ononehand
talk of accepting American pattern of “affirmative action” and on
the other want it to be entirely voluntary whereasin Americathe
“afirmativeaction” wasmadelegaly mandatory by the Civil Rights
Law of 1964 and executivedirectiveno. 11246.

If the creation of afew capitalistsand high officialshad been
thesolutiontothe“dait” question then during the past five decades,
with the genesis of many “dalit” politicians, collectorsand other
government officialsand al so with the creation of asmall “dalit”
middle class, at |east some difference would have been madeto
theliving condition of common*“dalit” population! Certainly, there
must be somewho will arguethat there has been achange. Well,
thenatura evol utionary motion of devel opment of society doescause
thismuch of quantitative change. If thisisgoing to be the pace of
transformation, then onewill haveto wait for centuriesin hopeand
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expectation. Nojust and self respecting individua canthink onthese
lines. Together with thefatdistic cowardice, thiswill beamentaity
of accepting the status quo. The comfort loving, complacent
middle class that has been created within the “dalits’ does
want to rid itself from the social humiliation and casteist
segregation but at the sametimeis afraid lest the winds of
revolutionary changeof any kind will snatch all itscomforts
and social security. Owingtothiscowardice, despitehisfiery
wor ds, heendeavour sto acquirewhatever ispossiblewithin
the bounds of this system! Besides this he speaks on the
behalf of the entire dalit population, but in reality has
completely dissociated itself from common “dalits’ and even
ontheincidentsof most barbaric“dalit” oppression, instead
of militant participation in the movement on streets, he
mer ely indulgesin issuing fiery statements. Those peoplewho
have risen from the ranks of deprived-oppressed and havejoined
the class of “white collared” are more competent in matters of
cowardice, sordidness and reactionary mentality compared to
traditional white collar workers. Chandrabhan Prasad isanxious
about “dalit capitalism”; heisnot concerned about the plight of the
mgjority of that “dalit” population which completely burnsand wears
itself out as the wage slavesin the mills and factories of “dalit”
capitalistsaswell asother capitalists.

Our position

We believethat in the course of our argument with the opponents
as well as supporters of reservation, we have also clarified our
position. In our opinionwhether reservation isimplemented or
not, it is not going to make any fundamental difference to
theliving condition of “dalits’ and backward castes. Thisis
not even asmall step in thedirection of solution tothe caste-
question. By letting off the squib of reservation the ruling
classesdividethemajority of exploited-deprived-oppressed
population on casteist basis and impede the process of
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organising the struggle which will take forward and thus
accomplish the processof resolution of variousfundamental
guestions in addition to the caste-question in our society.
Thetarget of reservation isneither relief nor reform, rather
it isto throw morsels to divide the masses on the basis of
caste in order to keep alive the capitalist system. The
supporters and opponents of it both become the victim of
thisvery plot.

Therefore, our positionisthat weneither support nor oppose
reservation. We consider the condition of division of masses
on thisissue a conspiracy and oppose it. There should not
be any kind of reservation in education and employment,
rather there should be only one central demand of the
student-youth movement—*'Equal and free education for
everyone and employment for every individual fit towork!’
It isthe obligation of the government to provide education and
employment and the system inwhichit isnot possible, we consider
it is the basic duty of the fearless men and women among the
common masses, to destroy it. Obviously, whilefighting for this
demand, there might be someintermediary stages, when we can
fight for theimmediate demands of increasing seats, decreasing
feesand unemployment allowance, but today reservation cannot
beincludedinthiscategory of partid, immediate or reform demands,
especially when we have before us the experience of past half
century. Rather than supporting or oppos ng reservation and getting
divided among ourselves, we should analysethe substantia character
of the pro-system politics behind the support and opposition of
reservation and exposeit.

Besides, it is the obligatory duty of the revolutionary
student-youth movement to propagate and campaign against
the caste-based discrimination, segregation and dalit
oppression. While continuously running the movement
against casteism at social and cultural level it should belinked
to the question of women's liberation because caste-based
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segregation and oppression is related to the gender-based
discrimination and women oppression. Thesocial liberation
of women will also weaken theorthodoxy of marriagesfixed
within the caste, young women will strugglefor thefreedom
of choicein marriages and in thisway the custom of inter-
caste, inter-religiousmarriageswill essentially increase. The
indication of thistendency werealso seen in thelifeof metro
cities, which isnow becoming a common tendency along with
the capitalistic growth. To destroy walls of caste divisions
the student-youth movement should boost this tendency in
theform of a social movement.

The slogan of free and equal education to all and equal
opportunities of employment for everyonewill put an end to the
caste-based division by gathering young men and women among
common masses for a militant struggle and apart from that, the
student-youth movement will be connected with the stream of anti-
imperialist-anti-capitalist struggle of the broad cross-sectionsof the
working class. Withthiscollectivity only, canwemoveforwardin
thedirection of destruction of the existing system and creation of a
new system inwhichthereisacontrol of theworking classonthe
production, state apparatus and social structure and the power to
takedecisionrestsintheir hands.

Theessentid basisof castedivisions, inequdity and segregation
isthe capitalist mode of productioninwhich the descendants of the
slaves-serfs-semi slaves of the old age are toiling in the form of
today’s modern slaves—wage slaves. From among these very
descendants, avery small portion hasbecomewhite-collared and
riseninthesocial ladder, whereasalarge portion of the older elites
has pauperized to swell theranks of the massive population of wage
daves. Whilebreaking the chains of thiswage davery wewill aso
haveto fight against the caste based segregation and oppression
and only after breaking fetters of wage davery can the question of
castedivisionsberesolved decisively and for onceand for all.

We can march forward in the direction of decisive and
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final resolution only after pondering over this question of
“dalit” liberation and the whole caste problem with a
mentality free from concessionism and patch-work and by
going beyond the frontiersof capitalist system. Rather than
collecting afew crumbsof relief for the” dalits’, rather than
transforming a few into elites and fooling other with false
hopes, theneed of thehour isto present alayout of aradical
project of “dalit” liberation. Thisradical project can only be
apart of abroad revolutionary project of people’sliberation.

“Dalits’, the victims of most systematic and most barbaric
exploitation-oppression for centuries, form nearly thirty percent of
thetotal population of the country and ninety percent of themarein
theranksof rural and urban proletariat-semi proletariat. If weadd
the poor of the backward castesand tribal sit would become more
than half of total population. InIndiathestrugglefor Sociaismcan
move ahead only when this section of the population acceptsthe
project of establishing theliberation and freedom-equality of the
whole people. On the other hand, the whole question of “dalit”
liberation and castedivision will remain unresolved without being
attached to the project of Sociaist Revolution and without protracted
perpetua Sociaist Revolutioninevery aspect of life, society cannot
be elevated to a stage where there would be no caste, religion or
gender-based inequality and oppression.

We see the question of reservation within this broad
revolutionary perspective of thinking about the caste-problem and
ddit question and in our opinion every student and youth striving for
change should ponder over thisquestioninthisvery perspective.

(June, 2006)
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