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FOREWORD

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of India (
Leninist) is happy to bring out the first volume of the selected wi
comrade Chandra Pulla Reddy. Comrade C. P. as he is popularly
died on November 9, 1984 after a long participation of 45 years in 1
jan communist movement. He was a prolific writer. His writings wer
in style and can be grasped by even ordinary persons. He practised 1
preached and died as a true communist. Simple living and hard work
the masses while basing on the communist ideology made C. P. 1
champion of the toiling people. He wrote extensively on various n
and international political events, theory, revolutionary practice a
organisation. Two volumes in telugu have already come out. W
selected only a few of his numerous writings for this volume. This v
is not an english version of the first volume of his writings publist
telugu. Some new articles have been added to this volume.

Most of the articles have been written by comrade C. P. in e
while some of them have been translated from telugu. His writings :
people’ s language expressed well through the usage of popular prov
phrases, and sayiogs. He believed that communist theory should not
esoteric knowledge confined only to intellectuals and therefore wrote
simple form which can be easily understood by the peasants and gir
(Adivasis) as he worked mainly among them.

This volume contains his writings on basic theory of the worl
class, national, international political situations, economic analysis, on pi
tice, on organisation, on elections, on the Agrarian Revolution in India .
the international communist movement, It also contains his assesments
the people’s movements and lessons, of the semi-feudal, semi-colonial syst
and critique of various wrong trends among the communist revolutionari
Some of his writings are already published in booklet form in telugu
-well as in english, His famous work The Great Heroic Telangana Arm
struggle and its lessons is already before us. This book became the guidi
source for building the Agrarian Resistance movement in the Godava
valley and Karimnagar in A, P, and elsewhere,

Comrade C.P. wrote under various psecudonyms, Suryam, Vija:
Ranga Rao, Rammohan, Ramana, Chandra Shekar, Praveen etc. This wa
underground for the last 17 years till his death, Some of his articles d
not carry any name, when the party leadership decided not to publish th
names of the writers. His articles were published in Janashakthi, Praj
Yuddham. Prajapantha, Vimochana (all telugu), New Democracy, For a Ney
Démocracy, Road to Libeération, March to Libécation (all énglish
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magazine of the party. Most of his writings were adopted by various coni
mittees and published as documents under the name of those committees
The documeants publishéd under the names of A. P. State Committee, Stat:
Secretariat, Central Committee carry most of his contributions. ‘Thus

through his writings, he emerged as the principal ideologue of the Party.
We are not publishing here the documents carrying his contributions.

Struggle Against Alien Trends
(a) Revisionism of CPI & CPM,

Comrade C. P. joined the communist movement in the 1940s and has
since been actively involved in the practical as well as political work of the
Party. His writings of the period of the struggle against the revisionist
leadership of CPI and CPM give an 7insight into (his understanding of the
various ideological issues, He emerged as a political analyst during this
period and his writings were then published in the CPM organ. They
show the making of a communist revolutiopary. His writings rallied
the rank and file of the Party (CPM) behind the revolutionary line. The
CPM leadership betrayed the people’s movements that swept the people
throughout the length and breadth of the country in the lare sixties Com-
rade C. P. made great efforts to instill revolutionary politics into the cadres
as against the revisionism peddled by the then leadership, He consistently
fought against the incorrect politics of the leadership on issues like India-
China war, Russia-China polemics, The Great Debate in the international
communist movement as well as their attitude towards peoples’ movements,
He tactfully exposed the opportunistic political line pursued by CPM lead-
ership even when he was in the CPM. Thereby he politically roused the
cadres, These writings helped in the training of the cadre to putupa
principled ideological struggle against the revisionism of the CPM leader-

ship.

All those who took the revolutionary line duriog this period were
jailed as the government took them as a potential threat. Comrade C.P. con-
tinued with his ideological education. He once again studied the works of
Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin and Mao. Subsequently he wrote a seties of
articles in the party organ. Duiipg his incarceration he wrote the famous
book Lessons of the International Communist Movement. This book in telegu
is educative to one and all particularly the new generation. He playeda
prominent role along with comrades D, V. Rao, Nagi Reddy, Kolla Venka:
iah and others, in defeating the revisionist CPM’ s Madurai Documeat at the
A .P. State plenum at Palakollu and at the All India Plenum at Burdwan.
Comrade C. P. Reddy, the fighter of the working class, could be seen at his
best in these sessiors, He translated into telugu The Great debate between

the CPC aud the CPSU, and Revisionism-Lenin.
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(b) The Emergence of Revolutionary Movement &
Struggle Against Left Adventurism.

" After breaking away from the .revisonism of CPM leadership
with the formation of Andhra Pradesh Revolutionary Communist Comm
(APRCC), comrade C. P. Reddy went to work in the forest areas of
Godavari Valley and the result is the emergencc of resistance strugg
part of the Agrarian Revolution. This is the unique and district agre
movement as different from all other movements of the communist revc
onaries. Even while engaging himself on the practical field, comrade ¢
continued to contribute to the Party’ 8 magazines and books. His writin
that time were mainly on two aspecis (1) against CPM's revisionism
(2) against the adventurist line of comrade Charu Mazumdar, In thes
gle against revisionism, most of the communist revolutionaries went to th
extremism. ‘Annihillation of individual class enemies’ was taken as the
line. Armed struggle was declared as the only path, These wrong ter

cies swayed the rank and file, CPC’s open support strengthened these v
tendencies. But even then comrade C. P. remained firm and relent

fought against these wrong trends.

Comrade Charu later formed the All India Co-ordination Com:
of communist revolutionaries. Comrade C.P. and many other cor
could not subcribe to the idea of Co-ordination Committee. The forn
of co-ordination committee strergthens the existence of groups. /
principles of democratic centralism and criticism and self-criticism
essentials of building the revolutionary movement, are nullified by
ordination committees. Revolutionary movement develops under a
party organisation based on the above principles and a correct politic
One political line demands one single monolithic party organisation.
rade C. P, always gave importance to party building by relying «

(c) Further Deviations

Then came the deviations of comrades D, V. Rao and Nagi
They condemned the Godavari valley movement as an adventuri
declared that armed struggle should start after the distribution of th
lords’ lands and not on partial struggles, They also declared f
ruling classes were united after the 1971 electoral sweep of Indira
and in such a situation they advocated that the struggle for civil |
and democratic rights should be the primary one. But comrade C. |
the ground. He defended the forest movement. His writings at th
and his trenchant criticism dealt severe blows to these wrong politi
theoretical deviations, and as result the movement developed furth:

the forest to the plain areas.

True to the marxist tenet of party building, the Andhra
Revolutionary Communist Committee held its State Conference in 1
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the Party— APRCP emerged. Comrade C. P. along with comrades Neelam
Ramachandraiah, P. Rama Narsaiah, and others was instrumental in build-
ing the party in A. P. The conference reviewed the movement, took stock
of national and international situation and the principles of building agra-
rian revolutionary mass movement were adopted. These writings continue
to bo the basic understanding of the Party on”various fundamental aspects
of India Revolution. Comrade C. P. also gave importance to the unity of
the communist revolutionaries but he firmly believed that unity can be
achieved only on principles and thus opposed the opportunistic unity
slogan.

(d) CPI (ML) and The Struggle Against The Right
Deviation

CPI (ML) under the leadership of S.N. Singh rejected the left adven-
turist line advocated by comrade Cbaru and accepted the mass line. Thus
APRCP merged with CPI (ML) and this Party developed in different states.
The declaration of emergency rule and the biutal represion of Indira
Gandhi government on the people’s movement brought fcrth various devia-
tions among the communist revolutionaries., The repeal of emergency, the
victory of Janata Party and spurt on people’ s movement for civil liberties
and democratic rights also gave rise to alien trends, particularly the right
deviation. S. N. Singh, the then General Secretary of the Party took the line
of class collaboration. The Party was sought to be be tagged to one section
of the ruling classes in India. He advocated an international; united front
against Russian Imperialism taking it as the only danger while joining hands
with American Imperizlism. In the domestic field, he advocated the line of
united front with the pro-American ruling classes as against the pro- Russian
ruling classes and S. N, Singh and his company were for the abandoning of
the resistance movement that was being builtin A.P. Comrade C. P.
Reddy, being in the minority maintained the discipline of the Party. His cri-
ticism against the S. N. Singh’s collaborationist line rallied the party’s
rank and file. The Party defeated this line and S. N. Singh and his friends
could not even remain in the Party, They could not even face the Party
Congress. The Special Congress of the Party defeated the line advocated
by S. N. Singh and upheld the line advocated by comrade C, P. who was
clected as the General Secretary,

History has proved the correctness of the line adoptedin the 1980
Special Congress of our Party under the Jeadership of comrade C. P. Our
party— the CPI (ML)— developed further und continued to expand with the
help of the theoretical and political weapons handed down to us by comr-
ade C. P. who applied Marxism-Leninism and Mao Thought to the concrete
cond:tions of India and the contemporary international situation.

The Recent Distrupters: ~ Baijee-Pyla-Chandram Clique

Some’ persons refuse to_learn from history. Alien trends do emerge
time and again in new forms as long as classes exist. Once again the Party
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What is resistance struggle ?

In the years 1968-70, a debate on ensued among the revolutionaries

as to what is armed struggle, This debate went on when Charu’s
Left deviationist line came forward. This discussion took place
when annihilation of class enemy came forward. Mainly this discussion took
place when the Charu’s programme of annihilation of class enemy came
forward. This discussion continued during the days when Charu’s left devia-
tionist line had gained an upper hand.

In those days our State Committee and other states had opposed
Charu’s left adventurism. We opposed the view point that annihilation of
class enemy was armed struggle. Our State Committee had clarified that
in a backward country like India, armed struggle is nothing but armed
guerilla struggle. We have clearly explained our opinion that armed
guerilla struggle could be conducted only on the basis of Agrarian Revolu-
tionary struggle. On the basis of this concept, we had tried our best to
build movement. Though in the beginning we made some mistakes, on the
whole we were able to take forward the mass movement and the revolu-
tionary movement.

But, at that time Charu’s Left adventurism had gained upper hand
among the revolutionaries. That is why the majority of the revolutiona-
ries had followed Charu’s Left adventurist line in those days. Charu’s Left
adventurism took recourse to the activities which had nothing to do with
the people and the level of people’s consciousness. Mainly the militants
had participated in those activities Since they were adventurist actions
which had no connection with the people, the upsurge of great mass
struggle had been completely smashed. The mass struggles like Naxalbari,
Mushahari, Midnapur, Srikakulam etc., had suffered a severe set back.
The revolutionaries of these movements split into several groups, Most of
them had split into petty-bourgeois groups and are still splitting.

On the other side, the peasant struggle of Godavari Valley, which
was built up on the basis of mass line and opposed Charu’s Left adventurism
withstood and developed The movements of other states, which had
opposed Charu’s Left adventurism also developed. In a process, all of them
merged. In this process the present C.C. had been formed.

Today’s Debate

Among today’s revolutionaries, Right deviation has gained an upper
hand. Attempts are being made to confine the Agrarian Revolutionary
movement to legalism and economism, Some are opposing the principles
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4 CHANDRA PULLA REDDY

of resistance struggle formulated by our Party. Their attempts should be
defeated. Earlier, when Charu’s Left adventurism was opposed, this debate
ensued. Now, in the context of opposing Right deviation, this discussion

has come forward.

Now it is being questioned what is resistance struggle, and what is the
celationship between the resistance struggle and the armed struggle. They
are thinking that Party is saying that resistance struggle is armed struggle.

They say that we are considering the existing forest squads as the squads of

armed struggle, These are nothing but distortions born in their minds.

What is armed struggle 7 What is resistance struggle? What isthe
relationship between these two ? How do we prepare the masses for
them 7 These are the questions that are before us.

What is armed struggle ?

People’s war means the war waged by the people. There is no other
meaning.

India is a backward country. Here, the armed struggle will be
conducted only in the form of guerilla struggle. For this guerilla struggle
Agrarian Revolutionary struggle will be the basis, Through such guerilla
struggles, some Liberated Areas will be formed locally, Finally the towns
will be libertaed. Armed struggle in India means only the struggle that is
conducted, based on Agrarian Revolutionary struggle.

What is Resistance struggle

The mass movement develops in different stages. In the beginning
backward masses will be organised to agitate on their immediate demands.
We will utilise some provisions of the legislations to organise these agita-
tions. We will get them implemented. In this stage also some strikes
will be conducted. Class struggles also will be conducted. But on the
whole, the movement will not exceed the stage of general agitation, some

strikes and class struggles in villages. Veiwed as a whole, the movement
will be within the confines of a legal agitation.

In the beginning, the mass agitation will continue in the form of legal
agitation. But the landlords and dictatorial tyrants in the villages will not
tolerate even this much of general agitation. They will oppose even
these legal agitations. They even clash with the people on occasions. But
it should not be construed as resistance struggle due to these factors.

In the process of conducting general agitation in an area, some mass
base will be created. The basic issues of the masses cannot be resolved
through general agitation. That is why the people will definitely search
for alternate methods. As the stength of the mass organisation increases
in an area, by its strength, the people themselves settle their demands, All
sorts of problems arising out of feudal exploitation form the basis for this
struggle. Issues are taken up one after another.

E—
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WHAT IS RESIBTANCE STRUGGLE 5

In the process of advancement of the movement, the question of
distribution of the landlords' own lands also will come onto the agenda.

Thus in that area, people will resort to get their immediate demands
settled. They will get them implemeted When the movement reaches
this stage, the feudal landlords and the dictatorial tyrants will resort to
oppression of the mass struggles and the class struggles of the exploited
people. For this end they use their goondas they have hired and are main-
taining. Through these goondas, they try to suppress the revolutionary
movement. They resort to all sorts of atrocities. People are compelled to
resist the atrocities of the goondas. Through the strength of their mass
organisation, and through the volunteer squads they have formed, people
should fight back these goondas. Only when they are able to fight back,
they can protect the growing mass base. Then only the mass movement
can develop. When the goondas are unable to face the organised strenght
of the mass movement, the state forces will be brought into the field.
Police,reserve police,para-military forces and army—such repressive measures
will be used by the government. It will resort to all kinds of atrocities on
the people. It will bring into play all the relevant repressive laws and Acts.

What should be done when the state forces enter the scene ? If the
people are ready to defy the state forces, the revolutionaries should lead the
revolt of the masses, Otherwise, some revolutionaries should remain with
the masses. Some important comrades should go into underground.

Though they are in underground, their programme will be mainly to
rally the masses for the Agrarian Revolution.

To resist the atrocities of the landlords, the people will mainly
depend on the locally available weapons. At this stage, the questions like
whether underground comrades should move about alone ? Or in squads ?
Should the squads carry weapons ? If yes, what sort of weapons ? will be
decided depending upon the strength of the movement, the preparedness of
the masses, their level of consciousness, on the geographical conditions, and
on the strength of the Party.

In this process, the revolutionary movement should be developed. By
the method of consolidation and expansion, the area should be developed
into an area of sustained resistance.

We are calling this kind of struggle as resistance struggle and such an
area resistance struggle area. Our Party says that the Godavari valley
struggle is resistance struggle. Here our movement has surpassed the
general agitational level. Land struggles, anti-government demands,
corruption, coolie rates and the like, are being settled by the people depend-
ing on their own strength. Our comrades are working amidst police camps.
On one hand our squads are defending themselves from police and on the
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é CHANDRA PULLA REDDY

other, they are maianly rallying the people for the Agrarian Revolution.
There are also instances of the people en mass resisting the police. That
is why we are calling this as resistance struggle. We say that the struggle
being conducted in Karimnagar district of A. P is also the resistance struggle.
Here also the people, through the strength of their mass organisation, are
having their demands conceded and implemented. They are able to resist
the goondas of the landlords through the strength of their mass organisation.
For the past 6 years they are fighting. Through the process-—consolidatior:
and extension, the movement which was started in 20 villages, has now
extended to 400 villages The movement which started in one taluk, has
now extended to all taluks. Thatis why we say that this is resistance
struggle,

Resistance struggle means 1. Anti landlord struggle, 2. Resistance to
the atrocities of the goondas of the landlords, and 3 Extension of the
movement withstanding the police repression.

Only when the movement of an area has acquired these three chara-
cteristics can it be called resistance struggle.

Principles of Resistance Struggle

These principles of resistance struggle are clearly enunciated in the
document “Path of Peoples’ War in India-Our Tasks””. Note the following
lines,

“Agrarian Revolution is the main content of the People’s
Democratic Revolution, i. e. the New Democratic Revolution, under
the leadership of the working class. Armed Agrarian Revolutionary
struggle is the main form of the struggle in the People’s War.

Agrarian Revolution means an all round struggle against all
forms of exploitation, oppression and suppression of the big landlords
on the whole peasantry, on the whole population in the villages, in
which distribution of private lands of the big landlords is the highest
form of class struggle.

The exploitation of the landlords in our villages consists of
various forms—exploitation of the agricultural labourers and farm
servants, exploitation of the peasant tenants, forced labour, Nagu
(usury through grain), usury, selling tkeir surplus grain at exorbitant
rates, communal and caste oppression and suppression and economic
and political domination in the villages etc, Agrarian Revolution
means a struggle against all these forms of exploitation, oppression
and suppression practiced by the landlords.

But it is also true that landlord oppression and suppression
cannot be endéd unless the people are able to seize and distribute
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among themselves the private lands of the landlords, the basis of land-
lord oppression and suppression.

So, while the peasants are mobilised for struggles against all
forms of feudal exploitation, oppression and suppression, the people
should be given the consciousness to seize the private lands of the
landlords, which is the basis of landlord exploitation. All anti-feudal
struggles should be consciously directed, step by step, towards seizure
of the private lands of the landlords.

The land problem also presents itself in various forms in
various parts of our country.

For example, government banzar lands, reserve and non-reserve
forest lands, lands under religious institutions, banzar lands under
the occupation of the landlords, uncultivated lands of the landlords,
lands of the poor peasants forcibly occupied by the landlords,

tank-beds, abandoned tanks and landlords’ own lands. Unless
the peasants occupy the landlords lands, feudalism will not be abolished

and the socio-political exploitation of the landlords cannot be put an
end to, Therefore, we must strive to prepare the peasants to occupy
landlords’ own lands by mobilising them ' for mass revolutionary
struggles and thus our main aim is to organise armed Agrarian Revo-
lution in the country.”

In the peasant areas, the salient points of the Party’s orientation is
(1) selection of strategic areas, (2) selection of cadres, (3) surveying the
conditions of the area, (4) formulation of the agitational and struggle
slogans in consultation with the people and giving them wide propaganda,
(5) linking this propagation with revolationary politics, (6) in the process
of this propaganda formation of Rytu Coolie Sanghams, (7) formation of
volunteer squads, (8) resisting the atrocities of the landlords, goondas and
the police, and (9) for this, arming the people against landlords with the
locally available weapons from the beginning of the struggles.

In the process of this struggle, utilising the method of consolidation
and extension of the movement, the movement has to be built up in the
widest possible area. Thus it should bz developed into an area of sus-
tained struggle.

Inthe stage of anti landlord struggles also, the landlords, goondas
and the police will resort to attacks to suppress the peasant movement.
Our Party units should lead the people to resist this counter revolutionary
atrocities. 1f the people are not yet prepared to put up such resistance,
some cadres should remain with the masses and the remaining important
cadres should protect themselves, They should work among the people
either as individuals or as squads. They should work among the people
with weapons or without weapons.
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The form of defence depends on the level of the movement, the level
of people’s consciousness, people’s cooperation, the dimensions of the area,
the geographical conditions of the area, and the strength of the Party etc.

Though the armed squads are formed depending on the conditions of
struggle, the main task of these squads will still be to rally the people for
the armed Agrarian Revolution. But these squads should never resort to
annibilation of class enemies.

These are the principles of resistance struggle, As the participation
of the peasants in the anti landlord struggles increases, as the role of the
volunteer squads increases, asthe resistance to the atrocities of landlords,
goondasincreases,the desire among the people for changing this system incre-
ases. Depending upon the intensity of this desire, the consciousness of the
people for the armed struggle increases. Growth of this consciousness is
important. Then only can the guerilla struggle start. When should the guerilla
struggle be launched ? In what form ? Under what circumstances will the
Liberated Areas be formed 7 These matters are left for the future. At pre-
sent,we have decided to work towards this aim.

It will be a mistake to apply Chinese experience in toto. The experi-
ence of Hunan peasaats’ struggle is important. In the present stage, such
struggles are necessary, We strongly feel that our document of People’s
War path will come in handy in this regard.

That is why it is very essential to mobilise the people into anti land-
lord struggles. It is esseatial to resist the attacks of the landlords, goondas.
It is essential that people should participate in these struggles. That is why
it is nothing but a distortion to depict the activities of today's armed squads
as the regular armed guerilla struggle. We coasider them as part of
resistance struggle.

When did we achieve clarity on this struggle programme ?

At the outset we did not have clarity on this struggle programme.
We achieved it in the course of struggle.

Taking as a whole, this programme has taken a tura to the Right in
the plain areas. Rallies, processions etc. were conducted on some immediate
issues, But on theissues like occupation of banjar waste lands etc., this had
taken the form of submitting memoranda to the government requesting for
issue of pattas (ownership deeds). Such issues have gradually got bogged
down in eourt litigations. This also was confined to certain areas only.

In the forest area it took a turn towards Left adventurism. At the
outset, in the forest area, agitation was conducted on issues such as exploi-
tation by forest contractors, exploitation by patels and patwaris, exploitation
by forest officials, high rates of interests, ‘naga’ exploitation, banjar waste-
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lands problems, exploitation of the landlords, atrocities of the police etc.
On these issues the cadres who went from outside stayed in the villages and
orgainsed. At the village level they had the cooperation of some girijans,
Together they worked extensively among the people. On the immediate
demands, they propagated among the masses, mobilised them. People
had achieved many victories, On this basis, at village level, we formed
village committees. Mass orgainsations were formed and began to function.

At this juncture,the landlords, patels, patwaris and the forest officials
had conspired against us. They sent the landlords’ goondas against us.
They got the state forces into the forest.

Due to this, our movement had to undergo certain vicissitudes.
‘Manthena action’, giving our weapons to squads, and the ‘Pagideru action’,
and after ‘Pagideru action’ for several months, some more adventurist

actions had taken place. All this is Left adventurism. These mistakes
stemmed from lack of proper orientation in the Party, the declaration made

in AP State Party Convention that the armed struggle would be launched in
June, 1969, and the pressure of the Srikakulam movement.

Efforts had been initiated at first in Khammam area to rectify these
mistakes, In May 1969, the Khammam Area Committe had taken measures
to get rid of the Left adventurism that had made inroads into the movement.
A programme was chalked out to extend the mass base.

Girijans must be mobilised to occupy the forest bamjars which are
adjascent to their fields,

People should bo rallied to occupy available banjaras,

People should be rallied for enhancement of wage rates for the work done
to the forest contractors.

In border villages, people should be mobilised for strikes for enhance-
ment of wage rates of agricultural labour,

People should be rallied on the demand of right to enjoy the forest wealth
freely.

People should be rallied to distribute among themselves the surplus paddy
of the landlords.

In addition to the above economic demands, the total political line and
People’s War Path should be put into wide propagation.

Sending out forest officials from the forest, burning the records of patels
and patwaris, thus paralysing the state administrative machinery.

Enrolling village militants, youths into squads, thereby increasing the
number of squads and the areas of operation. ‘
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10 CHANDRA PULLA REDDY

The police attacks on village, just like they do now, should not be allowed.
Necessary steps should be taken to this end.

With these decisions, to a larger extent, the Left adventurism was
rooted out. But traces of it still remained.

To say that we should not allow the forest officials to enter the
forest had boomranged on our people. This had resulted in stopping the
work without providing alternate employment for the people. Therefore

this was modified because of the pressure from the people.

—Ambushing: we had found out that at the present juncture, they
are impractical.

In this process, the movement had started working on people’s
problems. The movement extended.

Meanwhile, majority of the state leadership had been arrested. The
remaining leadership had started to consolidate the movement. A joint
meeting of Warangal, Khammam Area Committees and the forest squads

was held.

In this meeting, a document enunciating four principles of struggle
for the forest movement was prepared, These principles are :

A) Propagation of the politics of people’s war,
B) Rallying the people on their problems,
C) Relevant measures against the enemies of the people, and

D) Self-defence from the police.

This meeting took place in the forest area in September 1970. These
are basically the principles of struggle pertaining to the forest area.

With this new programme the movement in the forest areas had
extended. People’s participation in the struggles for settiement of their
numerous problems had increased. The occupation of banjar lands had
increased. In villages, a consistant mass base was formed. The village
committees have come into existence and started functioning.

New committees were formed in plain areas with the existing cadres.
Class struggles were widespread. The struggles of agricultural labourers
and the strikes of hired farmhands had taken place in large number. We
were able to rally students. The activities of the students union had taken
a clear shape. Meanwhile, we had to face the disruption of D.V. Rao. He
had started to implement the policy of legalism and economism, which was
previously existing in the plain areas. Now he had resorted to extend this
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WHAT IS RESISTANCE STRUGGLE i1

to forest areas. In the begining he was full of praise for the movement of\
forest area. Later he was critical of the forest movement. In this pro-
cess, he, along with some of his followers, had left the Party. With this, the
danger of Right deviation, for the time being, was eliminated in the plain
areas as well as in the forest areas. In both the areas the movement had
extended. Class struggles had extended. In both the areas the revolutio-
nary movement had developed and reached a stage where we were able to
implement a common programme,

The anti-feudal struggles broke out massively in the plain areas. In
the forest areas anti-government struggles have developed. We had to give a
common programme for both these areas. This task was fulfilled by the
State Conference in September 1973. The Conference had decided that all
the following tasks should be combined and work should begin for imple-
menting them.

“Propagation of the politics of armed revolution; aati-landlord
struggles and anti-government struggles; building up of mass organisa-
tions and village volunteer squads, resistance to the attacks of landlords
and police, and formation of people’s committees”. The Conference
decided that these principles apply to the plain areas as well as forest
areas, It had enunciated how they should be implemented.

Within a short time after the State Conference, our state unit had
merged with the All India Central Committee.

After the conference, the tasks enunciated above have been imple-
mented. ln the forest areas the movement had further extended and the
land struggles have developed as a people’s movement. The people had
occupied 3'lakh acres of forest land. We were able to give appropriate
forms of struggles for the people to fight against the atrocities of landlords,
goondas and the police. In some places the people had taken up these
forms of struggles. The squads were able to defend themselves effectively
against the police. They had become proficient in this. A wide basis for
the unity of revolutionaries had been formed. We were able to overcome
the obstacles created by the Right deviation in our movement. The people’s
movement had developed.

Thus the forest area had developzd the form of resistance, it had
developed as 2 movement for land,Thus from a small movement that started
in Mulugu taluk in 1968 it has spread to Warangal, Karimnagar, Khammam
and East Godavari districts and has developed as a movement encompass-
ing the whole Godavari valley The Party has created for itself a deep
base among the people in Warangal, Karimnagar districts and in some area
of the forest. It withstood politics of Right and Left deviations of all hues
and also severe police repression.
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In the years 1975-76, there developed a backward thinking imm the
minds of some Party leaders and ranks; secing the growing fascist repression
they tried to reverse the onward going movement. They triedto start
a debato that the programme of squads was wrong and that the programme
depends on the militants rather than on the people and people’s conscious-
ness. They had come to a conclusion that the squads could not surwvive
there and that they should be sent to some other area. They argued that
the village activists and Party members should join girijan associations
organised by the Congress, The then State Committee had stated that all
these arguments were wrong. It opposed them and dcfeated them. T he
Party had taken up and implemented the programme of repairs of tamks
and started village schools. With this, the party had very much identiied
itself further with the masses., The party was able to create wide mass
base for itself among the people. In the plain areas the movement had
extended to Nalgonda, Nizamabad and Adilabad districts. The student
movement had developed considerably in the state. Women’s organisations
had started developing. In this process, by 1978, the people’s movement
in Karimnagar district has surged forward in a big way.

Experiences of the People’s Upsurge in Karimnagar district

After the movements of Srikakulam and Godavari valley, the great
people’s movement that has come forward in recent times is the Karim-
pagar district movement. During the emergency period itself, the
foundation for this movement was laid; the movement had extended to

about 20-30 villages in Sircilla taluk.

We had contested here in the 1978 Assembly elections and took the
revolutionary politics extensively to the people. Several centres were
selected in Sircilla taluk and organisers were allotted. They made a deep
study of the conditions of the people and formulated the agitational slogans
on the problems of agricultural labourers and poor peasants. Anti-feudal
and anti-government struggle slogans were taken up. The problems of
traditional craftsmen like washermen, barbers, potters and shepherds
etc. in villages were taken up.

All the village poor were enrolled into Rytu Coolie Sangahams and
agitations were conducted on the problems like banjar lands, wages of
agricultural labourers, hired farm hands, lands under illegal occupation of
landlords, forest banjars, exploitation by forest officials, Tendu (bidi) leaves
problem, usury, collection of bribes by landlords, bonded labour etc. Strike
struggles were conducted on the issues of bonded labour, bribes, bribes
collected by forest officials. Along with these struggles, the problems of
middle peasants and rich peasants were taken up and anti-government

agitational slogans were given,

Thus all the people in the village were united against the village land-
lord. Struggles were conduacted and successes were achieved. To suppress
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these movements the landlords employed, their goondas and resorted to
atrocities. Nevertheless, the landlords were beaten back.

Propagation of revolutionary politics, anti-feudal struggles and
resistance to landlords, atrocities was done in several centres. Successes
were achieved. The Rytu Coolie Sangham had gained upperhand in the
villages. With this the villages in Sircilla taluk became conscious. A great
commotion had started among the poor peasants and agricultural labourers.
The hatred towards feudalism among these classes broke all the bounds.
Rytu Coolie Sanghams were formed. In every village red flags fluttered

aloft. The fluttering red flag has come to stay as a symbol of the anti
feudal feelings of the masses.

In this process the atrocities of white lord Prabhakara Rao, a local
tyrant, had come to light. Immediately the people assembled and took
punitive action. They paraded him in the sorrounding villages and finally
handed him over to the police. The people started to rise against land-
lord’s atrocities. The landlords were terrified of the people and fled to the
towns and began to hatch conspiracies from there itself. All the flecing
landlords sought the protection of Congress ministers. They had given
bribes, The government acted to protect the interests of the landlords.
Sircilla and Jagityal taluks were declared as Disturbed Areas. Thousands of
policewere deployed in these taluks. Police camps were set up and raids on
the villages had begun.

Whoever was named by the landlords, was beaten up by the police,
Whomsoever they had shown, was arrested. The goondas of the land-
lords were given unfettered freedom to do as they liked. Ib village after
village, destruction of the properties of the people, confiscating the crops .
by force, and molestation of women took place. Demonical vendetta
reigned over the villages,

In such circumstances, the district committees adopted the following
tactics, as instructed by the State Committee, to counter this brutal onslaught,

—Under no circumstances shall the important organisers be arrested.
They should remain underground and organise.

—The people should be rallied to resist any arrests.
—All the comrades in jails should fight for their rights.

—The organisational net-work of the mass organisations and the Party
organisation should be consolidated at the village level,

—Village volunteer squads should be orgainsed. By rallying the people
the atrocities of the landlords, goondas, and the police should be resisted,

—The open and the secret activities should be coordinated.
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— Ostentatious propaganda methods should be discouraged and the
people in the villages should be habituated to the method of secret
meetings.

—The agitation for civil hberties should be intensified throughout the
district.

—The movement throughout the state should be rallied in solidarity with
the district movement.

—By allocating some organisers from Sircilla taluk to other taluks, the
movement in other taluks should be extended.

Based on these suggestious and by adopting the policy of consolidation
and extention of the movement, the movement had extended to all the taluks
in that district.

—The problems of middle and rich peasants were taken up along
with those of agricultural laborers and poor peasants and struggles were
conducted demanding remunerative prices for agricultural produce, power
supply and loans for agricultural purposes. Some successes were achieved.

—The issue of lands occupied by landlords under various pretexts,
and other banjar lands had come forward as a people’s movement. In
many villages successes were achieved. The movement had been extending
to the new villages.

—In resisting the atrocities of the landlords, social boycott had
become a powerful weaponin the hands of the people. In many villages it was
~ implemented with tremendous impact. It is still being used in making the
landlords submit, it has become a useful and powerful weapon.

—The bribes exacted and appropriated by the landlords in the villa-
ges, are being calculated and the landlords are being forced to refund them.
Thus in the last two years alone nearly Rs, 15 lakhs were refunded to the
people.

~—1In villages the people are able to get higher rates for their tradi-
tional trades. In the villages where we have worked, giving sheep-gratis,
to the landlords and ‘vetti’ (serfdom) has almost come to an end.

—Strikes are being conducted for an increase in the wage rates of
agricultural work.

—People have chased and caught hold of the goondas who are
committing thefts abetted by the landlords and the police. In many villages
this tactic of the landlords and the police was defeated,

—The people are retaliating the attacks being made by the landlords,
goondas in the name of ‘radicals’ and ‘Pcople’s War group’.

Google



WHAT IS RESISTANCE STRUGGLE 15

—In the recent times the RSS goonda attacks are being retaliated
with the support and cooperation of the people.

Throughout this period, barbaric repression was being let loose on
our Party and on the people’s movement. Inspite of this, the people’s
movement is extending to the new areas. Thus the resistance struggle being
conducted among the peasantry has taken a definite shape. It is evident
that this is an anti-feudal struggle. It is clear that this is a movement which
resists the atrocities of the gooodas of the landlords. It is clear that in the

present stage passive resistance has to be continued against the police,

The Party Congress held in 1980 had made unambiguous formulations
on the resistance struggle.

The principles of the resistance struggle should be linked to the
political struggle line of the party.

On the peasant front resistance struggle is primary. Our work in
other fronts should contribute to the growth of this movement,

Struggle Against Alien Trends.

Thus we marched ahead with the tactics of resistance struggle, We
were able to build up a struggle linked with extensive land struggle. In
hundreds of villages we were able to build up a movement dependent on
the people’s participation in the anti feudal struggles. We were able to build
up in the state, a movement which resists the landlords, and their goondas,
atrocities,

We were able to build up strong Rytu Coolie Sanghams. Of all
others, we had been able to build up stronger student unions. We had
built up’a strong trade union movemeut compared to other revolutionary
groups. We had mobilised hundreds of wholetimers and parttimers into
our Party.

For this we had paid dearly. In this struggle we had sacrificed
valuable lives. The principles of resistance struggle were the result of
these sacrifices of our comrades,

In the course of this struggle, during the last 16 years, we had faced
many obstacles. We had defeated the four wrong trends opposed to the
correct principles of struggle. After breaking away organisationally from
revisionism, neo revisionism, and the parliamentary path we had faced
Charu’s Left adventurism and defeated it.

The followers of Charu said that concentrating in the forests was
wrong. They said that there was no necessity of mass organisations for
the movement. They said that the line of anmnihilation of class enemies
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should chiefly be resorted to. We rejected all these arguments, In the
post - 1977 period, they had declared that they had rejected their slogan
‘annihilation of class enemy’ as the only form of struggle. They said that
annihil ation of class enemy is one of the tactics of the struggle. We had
rejected this argument also.

During 1966-70 we had faced com. Devulapalli Venkateshwar Rao’s
(DV’s) disruption. The essence of their arguments is as follows.

The armed struggle should commence only when the people are
prepared for the distribution of landlords’ own lands, Contrary to this, he
said, the armed struggle was started here with militants and as this goes
against the principle, this was not an armed struggle. That was why, he
said, the forest movement had fizzled out. He said that the squads had
disintegrated. He called them roving bands. He said that the initiative
had gone into the hands of the enemy. He said that limited self-defence
without arms should be resorted to.

The essence of all these arguments is nothing but confining both the
forest movement and the plains movement to legal limitations and to
economism. That is why our Party had rejected all these arguments of
D. V. Rao. We had defeated them and advanced.

During 1979-80, after a 10 year period, the Party had faced on All
India level, the disruption of S. N. Singh, Nandi clique, which was toeing
the class collaboration line, In those days, the supporters of SNS-Nandi
clique in this state, had tried to misguide the forest movment. They had
argued that during fascist repression the struggle for civil liberties would be
primary and the Agrarian Revolutionary struggle secondary. But they were
defeated. But at that time this clique in Andhra did not leave the Party,

In 1984 the disruptors in the Party have again raised their heads,
The prominent among them had stated in 1979 itself that they were vexed
with the forest movement. They had expressed the view that they could
not work in forest. But later they had changed their minds. They
pretended to support the Party line. They had occupied the Party positions.

But afterwards they had acted in contravention of the Party line.
Th ey had opposed the suggestion that the atrocities of the landlords should
be resisted and in this resistance the people should be armed with the
locally available weapons.

T‘hey rejected the suggestions that if the government wresorts to
assaults and the people were not prepared for revolt, soms organisers should
remain with the people openly and all others should go underground.
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They are opposing on the aspects—whether those goneinto U.@.
should move alone ? Orin squads ? If they move in squads, should they be
armed ? If yes, with what kind of weapons ? all such problems should be
decided depending on the level of the movement, the strength of the move-
ment, strength of the Party, preparedness of the people, the strength of the
landlords, geographical picture, etc. To that extent, on all the above issues
they had moved amendments in the plenum, but were defeated.

Now they are arguing that the squads should move about in plain
clothes and that they should carry small arms, They are arguing that in the
process of the growth of the people’s movement, mass organisations, village
committees and volunteer squads should be built up and the people should
acquire consciousness to start armed struggles while fighting on their
problems. E

All these arguments clearly point out to only one thing. That they
have decided to pursue legalism and economism. Asking in all
innocence whether a person once gone into U. G. should continue to stay
U. G. till death is not at all incidental.

Like this, our principles of resistance struggle have faced many
obstacles in the Party. They were subjected to vicissitudes and have over-.
come all of them,

Principles of Resistance Struggle of our Party and the
attitude of other Revolutionary Groups

The resistance struggle principles of our Party are completely different
to those being pursued by other revolutionary groups.

In our state, the People’s War group says that on one hand they will
build mass organisations and on the other hand will implement the
‘annihilation of class enemy’ line. In actuality they are implementing the
programme of annihilation of class enemy.

It is true that a section of them are mass oriented. But they do not
have clarity on annihilation of class enemy and are unable to continue their
mass line. It is to be noted that they are time and again drifting into annihi-
lation of class enemy.

Nevertheless they do not depend mainly on ma'ss line but on the
struggles which do not have people’s participation.

On the other side, some of the revolutionaries have taken to the Right.
In the name of united front they are confining themselves to general
agitational programmes. They are sinking into the quagmire of legalism
and economism and want a mass line without resistance,

]

-

Google



18 €HANDRA PULLA REDDY -

Our resistance programme differs from these two. Our Party took
up the task of co-ordinating both-people and resistance. These principles
withstood the test of struggle over a period of 16 years, It has been
proved this is the only correct way.

Controversy over name ?

In the initial stages, a debate ensued on naming our struggle. After
the pagideru incident, in the (party organ) Janasakti, published from out-
side the forest, it has been declared that the armed struggle has been
launched in the forest area.

In later period, there are instances when we called it armed struggle,
self-defence armed struggle, and armed guerilla struggle. Whatever may be
its name, we have always explained the actuality. We had been explaining
the situation of the movement. We said that even today the movement in
the forest area has not attained military character and that the political
character is primary. We made it clear that the primary task is to politically
mobilise people into revolution. We made clear that D.V.’s ambush theory
does not hold good. We made it clear that the primary task of the squads
is only to defend themselves from police raids and on the other side mobilise
people on their immediate Sissues and bring them towards revolutionary
politics.

We achieved clarity on this after the Karimnagar movement came to
the fore in 1978, Ever since, we are referring to it as resistance struggle.

We have explained principles of resistance struggle. We made it
clear that this is a struggle which resists the atrocities of landlords, goondas,
and the police. We made it clear that this resistance struggle should
develop in a sustained area by the method of consolidation and extension of
the movement. We made it clear that this is a struggle which marches
ahead by joining people and the resistance.

It should be understood that none who took a different path have
developed people’s movement .

23-7-84

(This article by com. Chandra Pulla Reddy was published in
Vimochana 1-8-84 jssue, under the psuedonym VIJAY)
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World Communist Movement
and its lessons

Introduction

Comrades Marx and Engels have enunciated the tasks of the world
proletariat in the Manifesto of the Communist Party published in 1848.,

They had declared unequivocally that the establishment of socialist
system alone, throwing out the capitalist system lock, stock and barrel,
would pave the way for the emancipation of the working class.

The communists disdain to conceal their views and
aims. They openly declare that their ends can be attained
only by the forcible overthrow of all existing social conditi-
ons, Let the ruling classes tremble at a communist revolution.
The proletarians have nothing to lose but their chains.
They have a world to win.

“Workers of the world unite !

This slogan was raised in 1848. Today itit resounding throughout
the world. Of the world population, 100 crores have beep liberated
permanently from the capitalist system. It has started moving along the
socialist path,

The imperialist system is collapsing.

Anti-colonial liberation struggles are surging forward like great
hurricanes.

Under the leadership of the communist parties, the working class in
capitalist countries is fighting heroically against the governments of the
capitalist countries,

We arein the era when the world communist movement is in a
position to achieve the final victory over the world imperialist system.

At this auspicious stage, serious differences have arisen in the world
communist movement on the ideological issues concerning strategy and
tactics to be adopted in today’s context.

Today, every communist is giving a serious thought to the future of
the world communist movement and about the forms of struggle, strategy
and the tactics. A way could certainly be found for our problems of today
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if the various events in the history of the world communist movement and
the lessons drawn from it are carefully analysed.

The history of the world communist movement could be chronologi-
cally divided into five chapters and analysed.

The period from 1848 to 1871.

2. The period from 1871 Paris Commune to1905 Russian Revolution,
3. The period from 1905 to 1917 Revolution,

4. The period from 1917 to 1949 Chinese Revolution.

5. The post - 1949 Chinese Revolution period.

Let us study in depth the successes that the communist movement
achieved and the lessons to be drawn in all these five stages.

FIRST STAGE
The period from 1848 to 1871

In the 15th and 16th centuries many naval adventurers undertook sea
voyages, They had discovered new continents and countries. New
transport routes across the seas have come into existence. Trade and
commerce developed tremendously. The development of science had laid
the foundations for the development of heavy industries. Colonisation of the
countries had earned the necessary capital for the industrial development
of the West European countries. It laid the foundation for the industrial
revolution in Western Europe.

In the middle of the 18th century the industrial revolution took place
in England. Gradually it had extended to Europe.

The industrial revolution developed industries and commerce at a
rapid pace. It ceated the modern bourgeoisie.

The bourgeoisie set out to smash the feudal system and its state
machinery which had become an obstacle for the development of capitalism.

The bourgeois revolutions took place in 1649 in England, in 1776 in
America, in 1789, 1830 and in 1848 and in France, Germany, Austria,
Hangary and Italy.

As a consequence of these revolutions, capitalism had been
finally established worldwide. In Europe modern bourgeois governments
also had come into existence. With the advent of the industrial revolution,
the industrial proletariat also had been created on a large scale.

The working class had revolted many times against the inhuman

exploitation being petpetuated onit. Gradually it had started to bulld
gn organiséd trade union movemeént.
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Chartist Movement

This laid the foundations for the ﬁrst‘trade\union movement in
England. Between 1837-50, the British workers had conducted the
Chartist movement which was mainly for the adult fraachise of workers.

—Right to vote for men, constituencies with equal voting rights,
convening of parliament annually, salaries for the members of parliament,
secret ballot system, and cancellation of the condition Jof property as the
pre-requisite for election to parliament.

On these demands a petition with 33 lakh signatures was submitted
to the parliament which had rejected it. Strikes had taken place. In some
places it had taken the form of armed struggle. Nevertheless it failed.

This was noted as the first political struggle waged by the British
working class against capitalism. This has contributed tremendously to the
onward march of the world working class movement.

1847 Communist League

Utopian socialist theories were much popular among the workers
prior to the arrival of Marx and Engels onto the scene. These utopian
socialist ideologues, without taking into consideration the class struggles
and the principles inherent in the capitalist society, felt that the society
could be changed by making the capitalists treat the workers with a liberal
outlook without going to the extent of overthrowing capitalism. By the
equitable distribution of profits to the workers and by running the indu-
stries in an ideal fashion—atleast by some industrialists, the utopian
socialists had hoped that the eatire bourgeoisie could be made to agree
to this. They had dreamt that by this method the exploitation of the
workers could be brought to an end,

In such a situation Marx and Engels had come onto the scene of
working class movement. They had examined the principles of class
struggle which has been continuously going in the capitalist society. They
bad arrived at the conclusion that the liberation of the exploited people could
be achieved only by the overthrow of the capitalist system through class
struggle by rallying all the exploited classes under the leadership of the
working class.

Those were the days, when in western Europe bourgeois demo-
cratic revolutions were taking place against the feudal monarchistic and
merchant classes. Those were the days when the revolationaries who had
participated in those revolutions were exiled from their countries by the
governments. In 1847 all such revolutionaries assembled in England and
founded the Communist League. On behalf of this League the Manifesto
of the Communist Party written by Comrades Marx and Engels, was
published.
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—The Manifesto had declared that the history of the hitherto exis-
ting society is the history of class struggles.

—1It has stated that the contradiction between the collective produc-
tion and private appropriation and the contradiction between the means of
production and the distribution of production in the capitalist system would
inevitably lead to crises. It has reiterated that the contradiction between
the bourgeoisie and the working class will get intensified and inevitably
lead to the smashing of capitalist system and the triumph of the working
class. -

—1It has sharply condemned the erroneous socialist theories hitherto
in propagation among the working class,

The feudal socialism had criticised severely the decay and exploita-
tion brought by capitalism into the society but it had stopped there
itself. It had not shown the way for emancipation. It had tried to turn
the thoughts of the people back towards the earlier feudal society. It had
linked its propaganda with Christianity. It had consoled the workers that
even if they undergo sufferings in this world, they would get bountiful
happiness in the other world, The Manifesto has exposed the hollowness
of this theory.

The petty bourgeois theory had reflected the demands of the pea-

santry and the middle classes. This theory also had roundly condemned
the injustice in the capitalist society, but had not shown the way out, The
aim of the protagonists of this theory was to ameliorate the conditions of
the workers within the framework of the property relations of the existing
society, The Manifesto bas exposed the weaknesses of this theory.

The Manifesto has severely criticised all the liberal theories and other
bourgeois theories which oppose class struggles.

It has given a call to the working class of the world to overthrow
the world capitalist system.

1848 French Revolution

There was an upsurge in bourgeois revolutions all over Europe in
1848 Among them, the French revolution was of significance.

In 1847, a severe economic crisis had brought the industries to a
grinding halt. Consequently, unemployment soared. The masses were
subjected to untold sufferings,

The revolution of 1848 was a bourgeois democratic revolution con-
ducted by the developing bourgeoisie, working class and the middle classes
against the feudal, monarchic, and the merchant classes which were in

power.
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This revolution was started on 24th February, 1848, In Paris city,
the working class had rebelled. The monarchic government was over-
thrown and an interim government was formed.

The working class had hoped that this interim government would
settle their basic demands. But the bourgeoisie had frustrated the hopes
of the working class. On secing the working class revolutions, the bour-
geoisie panicked and had comprowised with the feudal classes. Both
these classes together had supressed the working class.

In the French bourgeois revolution of 1848, both the Marxian
theory and the pre-Marxian bourgeois and petty bourgeois socialist theories
were put to test. The role of different classes in accomplishing the
bourgeois democratic revolution had become clear.

Comrade Marx had drawn valuable lessons for the working class from
the failure of the 1848 French revolution.

Lessons

This was the first class struggle waged between the modern working
class and the modern bourgeoisie.

In the revolutionary conditions, the role of each and every class had
become clear.

—It had removed the illusions of® the working class on the bour-
geois parliamentary system.

—It was proved that in the event of a working class revolution, the
bourgeoisie would abolish even the parliamentary system.

—It was proved that the emanicipation of the working class and the
other exploited masses would be possible only through the dictatorship of
the proletariat.

—It made clear that the working class revolution would be successful
only when there is unity between the workers and the peasantry,

—It had become clear that without the support of the working
class, the middle classes cannot stand on their own,

—It was natural for the big bourgeoisie and the landlord classes to
unite and oppose the working class. The contradiction between these two
classes was a limited one,

—The success of the working class revolution in any country of the
capitalist world depends on the world revolutionary situation.

It became clear that the working class alone would fight unswever-
ingly for socialism,
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Thus, in practice, through the experiences of the French revolutionary
struggle, the Marxian theory on the historical role of the working class
had triumphed over other bourgeois and petty-bourgeois theories.

On this subject, comrade Lenin says :

““The 1848 revolution had sounded a death knell to all
the pre-Marxian mushroom theories.”” (World Proletarian,
Communist movement-Lenin, English Edition, p. 168).

Along with the French revolution, the German revolution and the
other European bourgeois revolutions have failed owing to the betrayal of
the bourgeoisie.

The Communist League as well as Marx and Engels had made serious
efforts to make these revolutions successful. With the failure of these
revolutions, severe repression was let loose on the activities of the League
throughout Europe. On the other hand, factionalism had increased in the
League. A temporary disillusionment had set in among the working class
and as a result, the Communist League was wound up in 1852.

Comrades Marx and Engels nevertheless had written many classics
which are essential for the working class movement during, this period.

1864-Formation of the First International

The bourgeois democratid revolutions of 1848 were not in vain.
The bourgeoisie had jgradually captured power. Industrial development
had taken place. As a result, the working class had grown in numbers,

The working class in England, France, America and Germany etc.,
had again got organised to fight. The necessity of an international body
of the working class to co-ordinate and take forward these struggles going
on in different countries was recognised.

In these conditions, the First International was established in London
on 28th September, 1864.

The First International was not a monolithic body based on a single
political theory. Those groups which were opposed to Marxism and class
struggle were also constituents of this body. During this period, the
Marxist theory had fought against all the erroneous socialist theories to
gain the leadership of the working class movement.

During the entire period of the First International, Marx and Engels
fought against the British socialist theories which advocated building of
non-political trade unions, against Blanqui’s adventurist theories of conduc-
ting armed struggle without any strong trade union movement, against the
theories of Proudhon and Lasseley, who advocated that socialism could be
established though co-operative societies, and against Bakunin’s anarchist
theories. On this struggle Marx says,
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The whole period of the First International was the
period of relentless struggle conducted by the General Council
against the conspiracies of the small groups which were
against a real trade union movement. (Marx - Engles’ letters,
page 326).

During this period, the First International had made serious efforts

to unify the world trade union movement and to educate it on the basis
of Marxist ideology.

The First Interational had formulated the policy and tactics of the
working class towards bourgeois governments, trade unions, co-operative
societies, general elections, women’s issue, peasants, problems and
national problems. :

The First International had placed before the working class of the
world-tactics of struggle on immediate issues, the tactics of armed struggle
which were necessary for the final revolution of the working class, and
the task of establishment of proletarian dictatorship.

It had co-ordinated the trade union movements of different countries
and had developed internationalism among them. It had consolidated the
small trade union movements of different countries which were scattered
into a strong international working class movement and made it a strong
and contending force against world capitalism. ,

1871 Paris Commune :

In 1870, Louis Bonaparte’s government was in power in Franece.
The working class was getting ready for another revolutionary struggle,
To divert this struggle the government was scheming for another war
with Germany on a border dispute. The Bismarc government in Germany
was also waiting for such an opportunity. Consequently, on 9th July 1870,
war started between these two countries. On 2nd September, 1870, the
French armies had surrrendered unconditionally.

On 4th September, a new republican government was established,
throwing out the Bonaparte’s government in France. In this government
also the leadership was that of the bourgeoisie lead by Theiers.

The government of Theiers, instead of continuing the war with
Germany, had tried to compromise with the German government. The
Paris working class, sensing the betrayal of the government, rebelled in Paris
and on March 18, 1871 established the government of Paris Commune under
the leadership of the working class.

The armies of Theiers and Bismarc had united and attacked jointly
to overthrow the government of Paris Commune,

After three weeks of stiff resistance, the Commune government was
dofeated, On 28th of May, 1871 Paris Commune was smashed.
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Marx had warned the working class even at the time of revolt that
the time had not yet come for revolt. Yet, once the Commune was establi-
shed, Marx and other leaders of the First International had tried their
utmost to make the Commune a success.

Lessons of Paris Commune

Marx drew valuable lessons from the experience of the Paris
Commune for the trade union and communist movements of the world.

In France, the process of development of capitalism was not yet
completed. That was why, Marx said the Paris Commune had failed.
He explained that since the working class had not rallied behind it the
French peasantry completely, the Paris Commune had failed. He further
explained that as the revolution strated in Paris was not extended at once
to other areas, it failed.

Paris Commune had provided the following lessons to the future
trade union movement.

—Of all the exploited classes, it is the working class alone that has
proved its capability for leadership.

—Without the unity of the workers and peasants no revolution
can succede.

—It has made clear how brutal the ruling classes could be to
suppress the revolutions of the exploited people.

—Paris Commune has made clear that the bourgeoisie, being afraid
of working class revolution, will be prepared even to sell away their
motherland to alien countries.

—The working class could never utilise the old state apparatus for
its liberation. It should be smashed completely and the government of
proletarian dictatorship should be established.

—Paris Commune was the embryonic form of future proletarian
dictatorship.

Though the Paris Commune was overthrown, it was the first ever
victory, of the working class of the whole world. It was the first ever
revolutionary action that had dealt a strong blow to the world capitalist
system. It became a torch-bearer for the Russian revolution half a
century later., The Russian revolution, which had made a breach in the
fort of the world capitalist system, had drawn lessons from Paris Commune.
“How ever many mistakes might have been committed, Paris Commune
remains a historic blazing torch”. (Lenin)

After the defeat of the Paris Commune, severe repression had been
unleashed on the Buropean working class movement, On the other hand,
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a serious confrontation developed among the constituents of the First
International between Bakunin’s anarchist theory and Marxist class struggle
theory. Under the leadership of Marx, the First International split into two.
It had gradually become weak and in 1875 had come to an end.

Yet the struggles of this period had given the working class the
revolutionary consciousness. Foundations were laid for a broad based
trade union movement. In an embryonic form, working class parties and
Social Democratic parties in different countries have sprouted.

Of all these developments, the most important was that Marx’s
theory of scientific socialism had triumphed over all other theories and had
emerged as the only theory of the working class.

Com. Lenin explains these developmeats :

Marxist theory, in the modern society, makes the working
class conscious and unites it. It makes clear the role of this
class. It makes clear thatin the process of economic develop-
ment, the present society will be abolished and in its place a
new society would definitely come into existence. But this
theory, in the process of its development, have had to conduct
serious struggle at each and every step against other opposing
theories .........

Marxism had not established its position at once, In the
first half of century (1840) Marxism has fought with the theo-
ries that fundamentally differed with it. In 1840 it has defea-
ted the followers of Hegel, who have clung to philosophical
idealism. After that, entering into the economic field by 1850
it has defeated the economic theories of Proudhon. Ia 1870s
Marxism, from the realm of theory, has eatered into the realm
of practice in the working class. By defeating the theories of
Bakunin, it has established its supremacy in practice. By 1830,
Marxism has triumphed. The Second [ateraatioaal, without
any resistance, accepted the orientation of Marxism.”

(Working class and communist movement of the world, Leain,
pp. 90-91).

2. SECOND STAGE
The period from 1871 Paris Comauae to 1905

The First International came into being at the time when bourgeois
democratic revolutions were taking place in Europe, With the 1871
Franco-German war, feudalism had collapsed in Europe and a new era of
development of capitalist systém had started,
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During the period of 1871-1905 capitalism had developed to its
zenith very rapidly, More over, by 1900, capitalism had developed
into-full fledged imperialism which brought the entire world under its
control, With this, gradually the era of downfall of the capitalist system
also started.

Compared to the earlier period, the period from 1871-1905 could be
said to be a peaceful period. In Europe by 1870, the bourgeois democratic
revolutions were completed. In Asia, the bourgeois democratic revolutions
were yet to start.

- In these peaceful conditions, the Second International was formed
in 1889 to lead the world trade union movement in the context of these new
conditions.

During this period, the Marxist socialist theories were extensively
propagated in the working class. On an independent basis, the socialist
parties were formed in different countries. Utilising the bourgeois Parlia-
mentary system, the socialist parties developed. They had established their
own papers. They had developed broad mass-based trade unions and
cooperative institutions, In many countries they had conducted militant
strikes, To put it in a nutshell, during tbis period the trade union
movement had developed into a mighty force, On this basis the socialist
parties in various countries had developed into peoples’ parties. Throu-
ghout this entire period, the German working class and the German
socialist party had provided leadership to the Second International.

But during this period, a bad trend also had eatered the trade union
movement,

The bourgeoisie, from their super profits accruing mainly from the
exploitation of their colonies, had beea able to distance the upper strata of
the working class by giving higher wages and turning 1t into its faithful agent,
This upper strata, while remaining in the working class, had set out to
divert it from the revolutionary path into refomist methods.

But these reformists in the working class could not put up open
struggle against Marxism. As by that time Marxism had been accepted as
the sole theory of the working class, these revisionists while accepting
Marxism theoretically, had resorted in practice to take the path of opportu-
nism. Seeing the development of capitalism at that time they had argued
that socialism could be achieved without working class struggles,

We have to carefully observe the various trends introduced by
revisionism in various fields.

~It had refuted Marxismin philosophy and made attempts to
introduce bourgeois philosophy in its place.
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—In the field of economics, the revisionists had introduced formula-
tions opposed to basic Marxist tenets. They had refuted the theory of
concentration of capital. They had started an argument that this does
not hold good in agriculture. They had argued that the economic crises
which are natural in the capitalist economy were gradually declining, and
with the establishment of monopoly concerns the crises would eventually
disappear. They had said that gradually the intensity of class antagonisms
would be lessened.

On the political plane they had rejected the theory of class struggle.
They had argued that as the opinion of the majority people would prevail
in the bourgeois democracy, the idea that government is a symbol of class
rule became obsolete. They had said that socialism can be achieved through
parliament. They had said that the working class should not refuse to
from a united front with the progressive bourgeois reformists.

That was why throughout the period of Second International, the
international working class movement was divided between the genuine
revolutionary Marxists and the pseudo Marxists. For the revisionists,
all the leaders who were in responsible positions in the mass organisations
and in parliament have become the main activists.

At this juncture, Lenin took the responsibility of opposing and
resisting the revisionist path and safeguarding the purity of Marxism,

3. THIRD STAGE
From 1905 to 1917 Revolution

Lenin had torn into pieces the argument of the revisionists that
Capitalism would be peacefully transformed into socialism. The peace
that was visible in the capitalism, Lenin had said, was only ephemeral,
Lenin further said that as capitalism had developed into imperialism, very
soon class struggles and national struggles would definitely get intensified.

As Lenin predicted, the peace that was visible in the capitalist world
was very soon shattered. Russia-Japan War in 1905, Russian revolution
in 1905, and afterwards the burgeois democratic revolutions in Turkey,
Russia and China had shaken the capitalist society. Commenting on the
significance of these developments, Lenin says :

“80 crores of Asian people coming into the struggle front for
the same ideals for which the European working class is fighting is a
fact that should not discourage us but irstead enthuse us. The Asian
revolutions also are confirming the uselessness of bourgeois liberal
theories. They are making clear the independent role of the democra-
tic minded people, and the difference between the working class and
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various types of bourgeois leaders. Even after the experience gained
in both Asia and Europe, if anyone even now talks about classless

politics and classless socialism, he should be put in a cage, beside the
Australian Kangaroo and exhibited.”

New Strategy : New Tactics

At the outset of this revolutionary phase Lenin arrived on to the
scene of the international working class movement. He tore into picces
the arguments of the revisionists in the working class movement., By
creatively developing the basic tenets of Marxism and applying them to
imperialist stage, he had placed before the workers of the world a new
strategy and new tactics necessary for the success of the proletarian
revolutions,

Marx and Engels belonged to the period of developing capitalism.
Lenin belonged to the imperialist stage and the era of revolutions, It was
the responsibility of Lenin to implement Marxist tenets by applying them to
the imperialist stage.

Marx had said that the proletarian revolutions would come first in
the countries where capitalism is highly developed. Marx could see
proletarian dictatorship in an embryonic form in Paris Commune. It was
the task of Lenin to formulate the strategy and tactics to achieve proletarian
dictatorship, establish it and build socialism. Marx had created the scienti-
fic theoretical base for the proletarian revolution, Lenin had to develop it
creatively and successfully complete the proletarian revolution,

Stalin had said about Lenin’s theories D

Leninism is Marxism of the era of imperialism and
the proletarian revolution. To be more exact Leninism is the
theory and tactics of the proletarian revolution in general, the
theory and tactics of the dictatorship of the prolotariat in
particular. Marx and Engels pursued their activities in the
pre-revolutionary period (we have the proletarian revolution
in mind), when developed imperialism did not yet exist, in the
period of the proletarians’ preparation for revolution, in the .
period when the proletarian revolution was not yet an
immediate practical inevitability. But Lenin, the disciple of
Marx and Engels, pursued his activities in the period of
developed imperialism, in the period of the unfolding proleta-
rian revolution, when the proletarian revolution had already
triumphed in one country, had smashed bourgeois democracy
and had ushered in the era of proletarian democracy, the era
of the Soviets....

( Problems of Leninism : Stalin—— page 3 )
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Against Kautsky and such other revisionists, Lenin had forged the
organisation of a new Communist Party, which had complete unity, from
top to bottom. He had formulated a principle that the working class
should convert the imperialist war into a civil war.

He had analysed and asserted that Tsarist Russia was the weakest
link in the world imperialist chain and hence the revolution would be
successful there and he had utilised his time and energy to this end.

1905 Russian Revolution

As Lenin predicted, the bourgeois demorcratic revolution that had

come in Russia in 1905, had shaken the capitalist society., It had cautioned
that the time for socialist revolutions had come.

In order to divert the rising tide of people’s discontent, the Tsar had
entered into war with Japan on the Manchurian issue. In this war the armies
of the Tsar had met with ignoble defeat. This war had contributed to the
1905 revolution in Russia. Under the leadership of Com. Lenin, the
Bolsheviks led this revolation.

Owing to the intensification of struggle between Mensheviks who
reflected the revisionist trends, and the Bolsheviks, who were the followers
of Lenin and who were the strict adherents of basic Marxist tenets, the
Russian Social Democratic Party split into two in 1903 itself, Under the
leadership of Com. Lenin, the Bolsheviks had started to function as a
separate party.

Two Tactics

In the revolution of 1905, the Mensheviks and the Bolsheviks had
adopted two mutually opposed strategies and tactics.

—The Mensheviks had argued that since it was a bourgeois revolu-
tion, it should develop under the leadership of bourgeoisie and the working
class should assist the bourgeoisie to overthrow the Tsarist government.
The Bolsheviks had rejected this. They had said that this revolution could
be successful only under the leadership of the working class,

—In the eyes of Mensheviks peasantry was not a revolutionary class.
But the Bolsheviks were of the opinion that unless the unity of workers and
peasants was achieved under the leadership of working class, the revolution
could not succeed.

—Mensheviks had argued that after the success of bourgeois demo-
cratic revolution, for the full development of capitalism, the capitalist class,
under the leadership of bourgeoisie should be given the necessary time.
The Bolsheviks, while rejecting this, said that after the success of the
bourgeois revolution, the struggle to achieve the socialist revolution should
be launched immediately.
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—When the Tsar, with a view to divert the revolution, had promised
to form a parliament, the Mensheviks had argued that they should accept
it and work in it. The Bolsheviks had rejected it and said that the Tsar
should be overthrown through armed struggle.

On 9th January 1905 (bloody Sunday), when thousands of workers
under the leadership of an archbishop went in a procession te submit a
memorandum on their domands, the Tzar’s troops ruthlessly opened fire
on them, This incident triggered the 1905 revolution.

It gradually spread to all important towns. In many towns. the
workers went on political strikes. The marines of the ship “Potemkin” had
rebelled. From towns the revolution had spread to all the villages, The
peasantry had started occupying the lands of the landlords. In December,
1905, the working class of Moscow had rebelled. Street fighting took
place and barricades were erected. But this revolt was ruthlessly suppres-
sed. Thus, with this, the 1905 revolution was finished.

After this, the Tsar had resorted to barbarsic repression to crush
the Russian revolution, The Bolsheviks, through guerilla struggle, safe-
guarded the revolution.

Reasons for the defeat

—Strong unity of workers and peasants was not achieved. Majority
of the peasants were still having illusions on the Tsar.

~Though there were some revolts in the army, the majority of the
army stood by the Tsar.

—Also, the entire working class had not come into the revolution at
one time.

—The working class was divided beetween Bolsheviks and Menshe-
viks. Mensheviks had watered down the revolutionary struggle.

—The peace treaty between Russia and Japan, had helped the Tsar
to brace himself internally.

—The difference of opinions between the Bolsheviks and Mensheviks
on the forms of struggle, on tactics and strategy in Russia which came to
the fore had started in the Second International also.

The internal contradictions in the imperialist system had become
acute, The clash between the camps of imperialist countries for the re-
division of the world had become intense. Consequently, in 1914, the First
World War started between the two camps of imperialist powers i.e,
Germany and its allies, and Britain and its allies.

As a result, the ideological differences in the Second International
had come out as three distinct trends.
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—Rightist group which constituted the majority-supported the
reactionary governments.

—Centrist group-Kautsky and his followers-in practice helped the
rightist group.

—Radical group-Lenin and his followers-said that the imperialist war
should be converted into a civil war and worked for the overthrow of the
capitalist government in their country,

With the outbreak of the first world war, the rightist group and the
centrist group in the Second International which hither-to remained hidden,
came out openly and in the name of defending their couatries, started to
support the imperialist war governments,

Lenin had rejected this policy and gave a call to convert the iinperi-
alist war into a civil war. He had said that throwing out the war govern-
ments and establishing the proletarian governments by the working class
alone would pave way for world peace.

And with this, Com, Lenin and his followers came out of tke
Second International, which sold itself out to the capitalist class, and started
separately organising revolutionary communist parties based on Marxist
ideology.

November 7th, 1917 - Russian Revolution

In Russia, the Bolsheviks had launched serious efforts to turn the
imperialist war into a civil war and overthrow the Tsar from power.

In February, 1917, the Tsar was thrown out of power. Under the
leadership of bourgeoisie, the new government was formed.

This revolution was conducted against the feudal class represented
by the Tsar. This revolution was conducted by the industrial capitalist
class, working class, agricultural lJabourers and the peasantry.

Since the leadership of this revolution was in the hands of the
bourgeoisie, power had passed into their hands. But at all places local
soviets have been formed. As a result dual authority had come into
existence in the country. In these soviets also, Mensheviks were in majority,
The extremely petty bourgeois atmosphere existing in the country at that
time, was responsible for this.

Lenin had cautioned the working class that the government formed
in February was a bourgeois government, and that it was a government
which would continue the war and not end it and hence the working class
should not co-operate with it, He said that the working class should rally
agricultural labourers, the poor and the middle peasantry and the middle
classes_ under its leadership and overthrow the bourgeois government,
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He had said that the socialist revolution should be achieved, Learning from
their own experiences, the majority of the working class, peasantry, army
and the majority of the soviets had swung toward Bolsheviks,

On 7th November, 1917, the socialist revolution in Russia was
successful. For the first time in history, the government of the proletarian

dictatorship was established.

Reasons_for the success of the revolution

The Russian bourgeoisie had become weak financially as well as
politically, Since it continued the policy of war it had lost the sympathy
of majority people.

—The !working class which had revolutionary consciousness had
lead the revolution, It was able to rally around it majority of the agricul-
tural labourers and poor peasantry.

—The iron - disciplined Bolshevik Party had come forward as the
leader of the working class,

—The world situation-with the imperialist countries fighting against
one another contributed to the success of socialist revolution in Russia,

4. FOURTH STAGE

The period from 1917 Russian revolution to 1949 Chinese
revolution

Though the proletarian revolution was successful in Russia, owing
to the betrayal of revisionists and due to lack of strong communist move-
ments, the proletarian revolutions had failed in the West European
Countries.

As a result of the First World War and due to the establishment
of socialist government, capitalism had entered into a stage of general crisis.
This had made even more acute, all the contradictions in capitalism. To
resolve the contradictions among the imperialists and to get out of the
general crisis engulfing the entire capitalist system, the imperialists had
rosorted to attack on Soviet Russia,

The internal reactionary forces in Russia, with the help of the
international imperialists, had set out to overthrow the Soviet socialist
government,

In these conditions, it became imperative to save Soviet Union, its
socialist government, both from the internal and the international reactio-
nary forces and build socialist society,
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While protecting the socialist government it had become necessary
to spread throughout the world the revolutionary message of Soviet Union
and also provide necessary theoretical, political and practical leadership to
the international working class movement.

It had become necessary to provide leadership to the world comm-
unist movement, and help build strong communist parties.

Proletarian revolutions broke out in Germany, Bulgaria and Hungary
etc, but owing to the betrayal of revisionists, those revolutions could not
succeed,

In such a revolutionary situation, in the year 1919, the Third Interna-
tional was established to fulfill the above tasks.

The Third International had made serious efforts to build up comm-
unist parties based on Marxist ideology in different countries, It had
provided necessary theoretical and organisational experience for ‘fulfilling
this task. At this stage, one left deviation section among the communists-
when the revolutionaty conditions were at a low ebb-argued that commu-
nists shoald not participate in trade union activities and in the parliament,
Lenin has criticised this line very severely. During this stage, in colonial
and in semi-colonial countries, communist parties have been formed and
were functioning. National liberation struggles started sprouting. The
communist parties in these countries had set out to intensify the national
liberation struggles. In this effort, the Communist Party of China had
achieved glorious successes and had emerged as a strong force.

The death of comrade Lenin occured in 1924. Under the leader-
ship of comrade Stalin, the Third International carried out these interna-
tional tasks.

The thesis (on Colonial Couatries) of the 6th Congress held in 1928,
was of much help for developing the internationil communist movement,

The failure of all the West European revolutions in the post-First
World War, gave time for capitalism to brace itself. With this, the bourgeois
politicians and the revisionists have once again started an argument that
there will be no more crisis in the capitalism and that the atmosphere for
gradual development of capitalism has been created.

The Sixth Congress of the Third International held in 1928 has flayed
all these wrong theories. In has cautioned that the imperialism has entered
into the crisis and that crisis and revolutions and inevitable and ultimately
capitalism will crumble. It has formulated relevant tactics for the world
communist parties. Similarly, it has reviewed the situation in colonial
cotiatries and has formulated tactics for com nunist parties for furtherins
national struggles.
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It had poiated out the differeat types of crises the capitalist system
was undergoing while the socialist society in Soviet Russia was developing
without any crisis, At this stage, three special events should be mentioned.

—In the Soviet Union, defeating the theories of Trotsky and Bukharin,
the programme of five year plans for building sozialist society was started
under the leadership of com, Stalin,

—In western Europe, the working class had resorted to widespread
struggle against the ill-effects of the economic crisis.

—1In China, opposing the betrayal of Chiang Kai-shek, under the
leadership of the Communist Party, Libertated Area was formed in south-
ern China and the armed struggle was started. When the Liberated Area
in southern China could not be defended, the Red Army in 1934, under
the leadership of Communist Party, undertook a long march of 6000 miles,
reached northern China, formed a Liberated Area and started its struggle.

Fascism

The crisis that started in 1929, had intensified the revolutionary situa-
tion in Germany, The Communist Party made serious efforts to divert the
working class into the revolutionarty struggles. But majority of the
working class was still under the influence of social democrats who, at each
and every step, watered down the working class struggle and compromised
with the bourgeoisie, The capitalist class helped the fascist clique of Hitler,
dissolved the parliameat and brought Hitler to power on 30th January, 1933.

The fascist government of Hitler had suppressed the democratic,
working class and the communist movements in Germany and sent thou-
sands of people to gallows The government itself set on fire parliament
building and foisted a conspiracy case on com. Dimitrov and other commu-
nist leaders. The world-wide agitation compelled the government to
release com. Dimitrov.

Fight against fascism

All the imperialists of the world had conspired to incite the fascist

governments of Hitler, Mussolini and the Japan governments to attack
Russia,

In 1931, Japan had declared war on Maanchuria and occapied it. In
1935, Italy declared war on Abissynia,

Hitler had intensified the preparations for a new war with deadly
weapons. The governments of England, France and America had helped
him in his attempts.

The world communist movement had taken up the task of rallying

and preparing for struggles all the democratic forces against the growing
fascisth 4ad against the new war efforts.
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The 7th Congress of the Third International held in 1935 had made
clear the class character of fascism and gave a call to unite all the demo-
cratic forces and to resist through united front tactics the war efforts,

In response to this call the communist parties of different countries
had set to the building up of a strong democratic movement, Of this, the
following historic events are worth mentioning,

—In 1936, in France, all the democratic forces have joined hands
and a popular front government was formped. The communist party exten-
ded support to this government,

—In 1936, in Spain, a republican government was formed by all the
democratic parties including the communist party, General Franco had
declared a revolt to overthrow this government. The governments of
Hitler and Mussolini stood in support of him, In the name of neutrality,
the governments of France, England and America had betrayed the Spanish
Republican government. The Soviet government and the international
communist movement alone stood in support of the Spanish Republican
government. The Spanish republic put up a lone, heroic fight but in vain.
General Franco had come into power.

—The Chinese Communist Party had built up a powerful movement
in the entire country demanding the cessation of civil war waged by the
Kuomingtang Party against it and resisting the Japanese agression unitedly.
Kuomingtang Party was compelled to accept to resist the Japanese agres-
sion together with the Communist Party.

—The fifth-columnists in Russia who were conspiring to disrupt the
building up of socialist society and to pull down it, were wiped out by the
Communist Party.

SECOND WORLD WAR

As a result of the contradiction between the imperialist camps second
World War broke out 10 1939, Since the European countries did not put
up a united resistance to the war efforts of the fascist governments, Soviet

Russia had reached a no-war-pact with Germany.

The Soviet Union had foiled the conspiracies of the imperialists who
had desired to incite Hulter to attack Soviet Russia, Hitler had declared
war on the other imperialist powers. With a short time he had occupied
the entire Europe. The Soviet Union had liberated the eastern region of
Poland, Basarenia region, and Latwin countries, It had strengthened its
western frontiers. 1n 1940, Hitler declared war on Soviet Russia. England
and America could not but join hands with Soviet Russia against Hitler,

The heroic resistance of Soviet people, the resistance of the people

of Eucope and the unity between America, England and the Soviet Russia
had led to the defeat of Germany in 1944, and in 1945 of Japan. With the
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defeat of the fascist governments, the East European countries had taken

to the path of socialism. In western Europe a strong communist movement
had emerged.

With the defeat of fascist governments and with the weakening of
the imperialist countries, imperialism as a whole weakened.

In 1949, under the leadership of the Communist Party, 70 crore
Chinese people have overthrown the Chiang Kai-shek government and had
hoisted the red flag.

In totality, what were the victories achieved in this period ?

—In Soviet Russia the socialist society was successfully established.
On the basis of collective system, agriculture was reconstructed. Soviet
Union had emerged as a strong force.

—In various countries, strong communist parties, with broad mass
base were formed.

—East European countries have taken to the socialist path.
—70 crore Chinese people had taken to the socialist path.

—World socialist system with 100 crores people had come into
existence. During this period, in all the successes achieved by the inter-
national communist movement, com. Stalin had played a major role.

5. FIFTH STAGE
The post - 1949 Chinese revolation period

The defeat of fascist governments and the success of Soviet Union
in the second World War, East European countries taking to the path of
socialism, and the severe weakening of US & British imperialists-all these
had weakened the imperialist system as a whole. National liberation
struggles had surged forward.

The Chinese people under the leadership of Communist Party
achieved complete success in the armed revolutionary struggle they
were waging for 28 years. This victory achieved by China had led to the
establishment of the communist governments in North Korea, North
Vietnam and Cuba.

The importance of Chinese revolation

Chinese revolution was the first revolution that had come in colonial
countries of Asia, Africa and Latin America. The Russian revolution
had shaken the foundations of the world capitalist system. It had made
the first breach. The Chinese revolution had struck a death blow to the
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imperialist system. Its backbone was irrepairably shattered. It will inevi-
tably crumble quickly and no knight-errant can save it from the doom,

—The Chinese revolution was one that took place in a country of
70 crores pecople. With it a socialist world of 100 crores had come into
being. The socialist world, which could stand on par with the capitalist
world in all the fields has appeared on the world arena.

-—Chinese revolution was a revolution, which had shown the path
of liberation to the people of backward colonial and semi-colonial countries.
It was a revolution, which proved that the exploited people with revolutio-
nary spirit, by following the people’s war path and by conducting a
protracted struggle against the imperialists with all their decadly weapons,
and their puppets, can achieve their liberation.

—It was a revolution, which had given a new struggle form-initially
liberating the villages and gradually liberating the towns-to the exploited
people of the colonial and semi-colonial countries,

It was a revolution, which had in practice, by implementing dil gently
Lenin’s formulation on the conditions under which to unite with and to fight
against national bourgeoisie in colonial and semi-colonial countries.

It was a revolution, which had given to the world New Democratic
Revolution-a new form of the proletarian dictatorship government in
backward countries.

It was a revolution, which has shown in practice how the socialist
society should be established in the backward countries by smashing the
existing exploiting system.

Present situation

With 1/3rd of the world transforming into socialist system, developing
strong movements of working class and communist parties, and surging
movements of national liberation struggles—all these have contributed to
the complete weakening of imperialist system and its sliding down into
a permanent crisis.

In such a situation the imperialism has no alternative except to get
along by transforming the government into military apparatus and resort
to aggressive wars. With the faster pace of the disintegration of imperia-
lism, the national liberation movements surged. They are taking the form
of armed struggle and also the role of the communist parties in these
struggles is inereasing

The weakened imperialist countries are unable to suppress these
movements. That is why in the post-second World War conditions, many
old colonial and semi-colonial countries have been able to achieve their
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independence. India, Burma, Ceylon, Indonesia, Algeria, Egypt, other Arab
countries and many African countries have declared their independence.

American imperialism has come forward as a champion, to prop up
the collapsing imperialist system. It has established hundreds of military
bases and piled them up with deadly destructive weapons against national
liberation struggles and against the socialist countries, It has set out to
acquire financial control over the under-developed countries as well as
weak capitalist countries, In the countries where the forces of the
people are strong enough, it is inciting civil wars. In some cases, it is
directly resorting to armed intervention and drenching the national liberation
movements in blood. The naked atrocities of American imperialism in
South Vietnam, Congo, Dominican Republic, Ghana and Indonesia etc. are
before us. :

A The national liberation movements and the communist parties are
marching ahead resisting the deadly weapons of American imperialism-the
common enemy of the people of the world.

SPLIT IN THE COMMUNIST MOVEMENT

In such an auspicious situation, the 20th Congress of the Soviet
Communist Party, held in 1956, has sown confusion in the world communist
movement, The 20th Congress of the Soviet Party had made brand new
formulations that there are conditions where war can be permanently put
off even while the imperialism exists; that socialism can be established
through parliamentary means without the necessity of armed revolt; that
Stalin had behaved like a dictator destroying the socialist democracy.

In order to rectify the revisionist trends implicit in these brand new
formulations and to safeguard the purity of the basic Marxist tenets, efforts
were made by the Conference of the International Communist Parties, held
in 1957, and the confercnce of 81 communist parties held in 1960.

After reviewing the present day world conditions, they tried to for-
mulate new strategy and tactics necessary for the world communist
movement. But they are in vain as serious differences have come forward
in the world communist movement on various prc blems related to today’s
strategy and tactics.

These difference of opinions are nothing but the struggle going on
between the modern revisionist principles and Marxist-Leninist principles.
We should carefully examine the long history of the world working class
movement and the communist movement, the experiences they have provided
in different stages, the various problems confronting the communist move-

ment today and the solutions offered and the lessons they teach us.
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Lessons

In the development of the proletarian revolutionary movement, by
conducting serious struggle against capitalism only, the working class
movement was able to develop from one stage to a higher stage. In all the
stages-1871-1905-1917-1949 only by conducting bitter struggles against
the capitalist system the working class communist movements were able
to develop.

While conducting these serious struggles, many opportunist and
revisionist trends latent in the communist movement had come out openly.
Only since Marxism had fought bitter struggles against these alien trends
and defeated them, the communist movement was able to advance.

That was why Engels said thus:

“Working class movement will definitely develop in
different stages. At every stage one section the movement
will try to go ahead. The rest refuses to join with it. That is
why among different sections, a life and death struggle ensues
and a higher level of working class unity and development
will be achieved”.

The revisionist trends that arise every now and then in the commu-
nist movement have their roots in the objective conditions of those
countries and in some characteristic features of the economic develop-
ment of the capitalist countries,

Lenin had made clear that revisionism would often rises its ugly head
in the working class movement due to the following factors.

New generations of cadres from different classes joining the move-
ment. Progressive and reactionary trends manifest at different stages of
the development of capitalism will give rise to the revisionist trendsin the
working class movement, In the backward countries, due to the uneven
development of capitalism, some sections in the working class movement
will be affected easily by revisionist trends.

The two tactics adopted bv the bourgeoisie to suppress the working
class movement, in some cases giving some perks to the workers and some
times severe repression, will develop revisionist and adventurist trends in
the working class movement. In the capitalist society people from middle
classes and peasantry will be joining the ranks of the working class They
give rise to revisionist trends in the working class movements. Objective
conditions in tha capitalist society often give rise to revisionist deviations
in the communist movement and therefore Marxists had to conduct serious
struggles against all such alien trends. That was way continuous ideological
struggle had t0 be conducted by Marx against Bakunin’s theories during
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First International, by Lenin against the theories of Kautsky during Second
International and by Stalin against Trotsky’s and Tito’s theories during the

Third International.

Today also it has become necessary for the Marxists-Leninists to
fight against the modern revisionists to protect the Marxist theory of class
struggle,

2. The centre of contradictions of the world capitalist imperialist
system often changed from one country to another. As a result, the centre
of world working class movement also changed.

In 1830, Chartist movement in England, 1848-71 revolutionary move-
ments in France, the 1871-1905 working class movement in Germany,
since 1905 to the later period of Second World War, the Russian working
class—like this, at different stages, the leadership had been changing from
one country to another.

Lenin had cautioned that the revolutionary centre also would change.

In the different stages of 19th centuary, just as the
leadership of the working class movement belonged for some
time to Britain, and later to the German working class, the
leadership of the international working class movement has
come to the Russian working class. But undoubtedly this
leadership will remain in their hands only for a short period.
(Tnternational working class and communist movement,

Lenin, p. 292).

Due to complete weakening of imperialism after the Second World
War, the national liberation movements in Asia, Africa and Latin American

countries are in the upsurge.

They are fighting against the attempts of the American imperialists
to drench these movements in blood and suppress them. Thus it
appears that the centre of revolutionary movements has shifted to Asia,
Africa, and Latin America region. But the international revisionist
leadership of today is refusing to see this reality. By counterposing the
fundamental contradiction between the socialist and capitalist systems to
today’s contradiction between national liberation movements and the
imperialism, it is refusing to recognise the koy role of the national libera-
tion struggle in ending imperialism.

The post-Second World War, especially post-Chinese revolution
world history is the history of the struggle between the national liberation

struggles and the imperialism. The national liberation struggles going on
even today are making it clear that the centre of the contradictions of
imperialism has shifted to Asia, Africa and Latin America region,
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3. The ideological and political struggle between Marxists and
revisionists at different stages have steeled Marxism and broadened it,
In the struggle conducted at various stages, in the beginning, Marxists were'
in minority organisationally, compared to revisionists, But by bitter
struggles Marxism defeated revisionism and was victorious. At various
stages, Marxism, than revisionism, was able to adopt the correct strategy
and tactics suitable to that particular stage and defeat revisionism and
march ahead. In this struggle conducted at different stages, the Marxists
had taken an uncompromising stand with revisionists. Marx, Engels, Lenin
. and Stalin while conducting struggle against revisionists, never went for
opportunistic unity with them. While stating that unity with revisionists is
impossible, Lenin says: '

Leaving the theories aside and getting down into the
mud-pond along with the revisionists cannot be called as unity.
It means the working class joining the national bourgeoisie. It
means bringing a division in the international working class
movement. '

He has stated further:

“Without making a clean break with the revisionists and
without exposing their hollowness, unity of the working class
and socialism cannot be achieved nationally as well as inter-
nationally”.

This is the contradiction betwen Marxists and revisio-
nists in the international communist movement today, Serious
struggle is going on between these two trends on the role of
national liberation struggles, ways of revolutionary transfor-
mation, peaceful co-existance, war, peace and many other
issues In this struggle also Marxism will definitely defeat
revisionism and achieve complete victory.

(This article was first published as a booklet in September 1967)

Google







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































