Hail The Immortal Memory of Comrade Mao Tsetung,

THE STORM-RIDER

Come December 26, 1953, the world proletariat and oppressed
people of various lands will be comnmemorating Com. Mao
Tsetung’s birth centenary. Thev will be expressing, in various
ways, their appreciation, gratitvde and love for that man of titanic
stature who, in his life, steered the struggling millions to national
and social liberation and, even after his death, continue to inspire
millions more and illuminate their path of revolutionary advance,
through his immortal teachings. Proj:cting of his revolutionary
life and work, far and wide, will be the focal concern of these
commemorations.

The master rider ¢f the waves of ccaselessly unfolding
contradictions, Mao Tsctung profoundly conceived turbulence of
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In a way, most of those who were shocked by the Ayodhya
ontrage and the subsequent Bembay carnage, felt more anger and
disgust’ towards the prevaricating Rao-government / than towards
the direct perpetrdtors of that barbarity. That was'so because
the Rac Govt., rather than the Sangh' Parivar or the Shiv Sena,
was mainly responsible for the use or non-use'.of the power of
the Indian state in convection with the Ayodhya outrage and the
Bombay carnage. In that respect, its attitude and conduct,' as
expressed in the communally selective non-use as well as use of
state-power, made the Indian state an accomplice - of the Hind,.u
chauvinists in the communal-fascist assauit on the muslim commu-
nity. That factor i.e. role of the: state [ent the communal
fascist assault a territle effectiveness that was out of proportion
to the actual worth of the Sangh-Parivar or the Shiv Sena, and
made them look an overwhelming force to the victims. Their
actual worth, like that of any .other bully, would show up only
when confronted by an organised force, whether of the state or
of the people’s self-defence.

The palpable anger and disgust towards the Rao-government,
as noticed -among sgcti‘ons of c¢éommon people, particularly the
muslim masses, and among most of the intelligentsia too, were
the result” of their shattered expectations: from the government.
The sections.of common people (because eof the lack of any other
source of protection) and sections of ‘the intelligentsia (because
of their illusory notions regarding the modern beurgeois deme-
cratic character of the Indian state-system) did entertain the
minimum expectation that the Rao government like any other
central govt. would not slide to such abysmal Jevels of politicking
asto irretrievably co.npromise ‘the public immage of the Indian
state. iy

No doubt, the Rao government is guilty of extreme dereliction
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of eIementary state-duty towards its cmzens parncularly the
muslim ‘massds. 1Still,{nfs. conifiict i this matter is not out of
character either with the Indiri-Rajiv legacy sinee 1982 or with
the thrust of ith ‘current economic policy-measures.

i The 1984 aptissikh pogrom in .Delhi and some other cities
pwith the, connjvance of the -Rajiv-government was a cu-r‘tain-raise}
o this medieval show of a state virtually washing its hands of the
¢ivil security, of ordinary,, citizens, particularly . the . re}igi’ouq
minorities. The, Rao, government js only generalising apd carrying
jahead, that process of, polmcal degeneration of the Indian state..

s “The thrust ' of ! the’ current policy=measures, which are essen-
vtial]y backed“up by all the ruling classes’ political parties,’ is
towards slashing ‘the governmenial ‘expenditure on developmental
shvestment, social services and 'social welfare schemes, and on ‘the
other hand, towafls dismantling all formal restiaints on the
rampage of the: foriegn and native monoply capital. That means,
the state lets diop -the mantle of its obligation to bother about
the economic Survivat-of the great nldssfof ordinary pcople ‘B

. Thus, lhe dxsvustmg conduu of lhe Rau-novcrmmnt 1n Ihe
whole chdm of events connected wnth the destruction of the Babri
Masjid in Ayodhya in' essencé, is not something peculiat 10 a
particular congress government o1 only to the congress ‘parylt’y
government.- Rather, its conduct 'is merely a specific expression
of the general disregard of the fite of. erdinary masses that.runs
through the ruling classes” politics and cconomics today. While
specific 'expressions mav.ivary .under compulsions of 'elector:l
politics, the ‘essential conduct 'or attitude: ofiother ruling class
parties lis ro -dlfferent. ‘However, the unabashedness” ot their
respe‘cti\'/e expréssions. of siuch:d'sregard generally vary in pro-
portion to the proximity. of these _paities to the seat of governs
mental power, for-they are obligcd, then, to clearly reflect in their
conduct the - prevailing . percepti~, and orientation. of. the:ru]ing
clsases. No wonder :the'two major. po] tical parties of the ruling
classes, namely the congress and tte BIP today are also the major,
chtOI)‘Sl lrr;/thc: politics ‘oleuopd‘ d_lqu [.hF livelyhood and = security of
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the ordinary masses.

It follows [rom the preceding observations that while' the
congress and the BJP deservedly attract more ire of the domocratic
and secular people on account of the prongunced role of these,
partles in dlreclly or mdn‘ectly promoting Hindu communal fasc:sm,
this menace needs to be scen and combatted as a necessary dlmen-
sxon of the unconcealcd dntj-populal thrust of the ru!mg claases
economics and politics today and of their stcppcd-up vm!ence
against the common people That measns, the targqttmg of a
patticular political party of the ruhng classes dl)CS ot Imvc much,
significance for tackling the menace of Hindu communal- idsmsm
Rather, that can prove to be a pomt of dcrallmcm of the people’s
struggle against communal fascism. Furth:.r that means, the stluggie
agamst communal fascism L,annot be cffectlvel]y waged without
focu<smg on the clasq—polmcal bubstancc of this fight. Wlthout
ldymﬂ bare the underlying economic- polltlcal stakes in this fight,”
the common people cannot be mobilised for a combattive struggle
a;__alnst communal-fascism and the wholc thmg would boil down
to a toothless, liberal campaign of preaching communal fraternlty
and peace..

Unlike conventional communalism and religious fundament-
alism, the struggle’ against which never aquires the - status of aJ
major political task of the revolutlonary movement but generally
takes place as a part of long-term 1deologlcal striggle' against'
social reaction, communal-fascism confronts the people as a’
pblitical challengz and requires to be treated in tanderi with the-
major po]mcal tasks of the ‘moment. It’ is so because, it gocs
beyond playitig a mere dlversmnary and divisive role and acts as a
mdjor channel of the’ unfoldmg class oﬂ‘enswc of the ruling classes !
against  the people. Because of that, the struggle agamsf

communal-fascism gets bound up with the dntl-feudal and anti- "
imperialist struggles' of the people. '

Now, Hindu ccmmunal- fascism has obvious antl-musllm:
otientation. However, the crusade agamst the mushms is thc
cofivenient casing under which it seeks to attain its substantive '
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and strategic objective, i.e., the re-inforceed subjugation of the
Indian people to the tifferently rainted yoke of ruling classes’
oppression and exploitation.

The anti-mustim edge of Hindu communal-fascism does pose
the issue of dignity and s‘ccurity of the muslim community. Yet,
the muslims constitute only about 147{ of the Indian population.
Thclr subjugatlon, as such can serve no worthwhile souo—polmcal
purpose of the ruling classes. So, actually the target of subJugdtlon
mainly comprises of the Hindus themselves Ac.cordmg]y, the
communal-fascist coercion and atrocities would tend to move on
from the muslims to the Hindus wiio do not fall in line. This
inherent tendency of d1vcrs1ﬁ'~atwn aad expansion of the range of
communal-fascist onslaught eventrally pets focussed upon the
democratic movement and organisation of the people that is
where it really belongs to. That mecuns, the issue of dlomty and
securlty of the muslims, though an important issue, is not the
central issue of the struggle agairst Hindu communal- fascxsm
democracy is the central issue, i.e. real democracy that res:des and
grows in the struggles and erganisati»ns of the people,
the workinyg people.

cll'tl\,uld”y

There .is another aspect too to the dynamics of Hindu
commuual-fascism. Religio-communul sentiments are -highly
mﬂammablc but poorly sustainable material as a source of mass
motivation and mobllisation for. poliiical activity. The. protagoni-
sts of Hindu communal;fascism seek to make up that defiviency by
whipping up.virulent national chayvinism. Their pseudo- national
ism,is = addressed not to the’ problen of sovereignty of. Indian
people, thus remaining on the safe side of imperialisin, but to the
problem of ;territorial integrity of Ld a $0 as to stamp out any
assertion of national identity and s3lf- ([etumnmatlon by various
natlonahtles in,India.

In the given historical and gec-political, background the
carefu'ly nurtured hos*T 'y betwee n [ndia and Pdkn,tan cndblc\
Hindu commnnal- fasmsm to couch its communal appeal in
patnot,lc exhortations against Pakist:im: and the resultant conibin-
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ation acquires greater potency for evoking elemental p.a§sions. In
view of the fact that Indian muslims are hardly in competltlo-n e!ther
in economy or in civil and military bureacraagy, they (.)bjectlvely
make a weak source of social heart-burning and insecurity among
the nor~muslims. Demonisation of Pakistan alengwith brack-
etting of Indian muslims with Pakistan is the vital pin that pluﬁi
that gap in the actual social situation of Indian muslims and t
projected threat-perception from them. Thus, natienal chauvinism,
mainly with refernce to Pakistan as ‘the enemy’, is the indispens-
able prop of Hindu communal-fascism : at the immediate level,
for stokingthe ambers of hate-campdign against the Indian
muslims and; at a deeper level, for black-washing and ruthlessly

suppressing national assertions by various peoples in India, al;d
finally, for mimndatmg into silence all those who do mot subscribe

t2)
to national-chauvinism, by branding them ¢“antishational”.

While it shoild be obvious that the platform of opposition
to Hindu commu nal-fascism has to be a consistently —secular
platform, so much so that even the issue of dignity and security
of Indian muslim¢ must be addressed only from a secular plat-
form, it won't do to pitan anaemc liberal-bourgeois secularism
against Hindu communal-fascism that Has the ngght of social
ortHodoxy and reaction behind it. Te be éffective and full ?f
punch, it has to be a'platform of secular defence of peopl.es
democracy against the dictat, coercion and tyranny of socio-
political and religious hierarchies, a platform of secular opposition
to national chauvinism for the defence of just national concerns
of Indian people. colléctively and severally. Only thus can it
be axnfi’litanl, mass-based secular platform that can go into politi-
cal offensive against Hindu communal-fascism.

The main reason why Hindu-communal-fascism has faced no
serious challenge from any of the -main stream bourgeois political
parties despite there being a lot of fretting and fuming on their

part against communalism and for national integration in
recent times, is this that none of them would venture to attack

Hindu communal-fascism on the substantive issues involved,namely,
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its extremely anti-democratic thrust and national chauvirism

They won’t do that because they themsclves are either Hostile ta /

or scared of people’s: democracy, and
chauvinism.

steeped ‘in- mational-
i | L T
Opposmon to Hmdu communal-fascism at this juncture of
time has its own importancc. By now, Hinda ,communal- fascism
has revealed its sinister features enrcugh to cause revulslol and
concern among large sections of the people throughout Indii but
it has still inpt, congolidated. jtsell. ard, given a determined fight,
on correct lines by . the secular, .(iinecrattc- and _revolutionary.
forces, can be stopped in its tracks. Although this menace cannot,,
be taken lightly since (a) its. gommu rulised national—chauviaist,
credo do fetch social backing fram 'some sections of the pe(wplr"
alongwith a sort of communal-po] tical legitimacy for its gangs-
terism, and (b) the ruling class:s fiive mot bsen able yet to
devise a better, alternative for emtodying their requirement of
a sterner regime; Hindu communal-lascism’s
out-weigh its strong points. . . |

.inherent limitations

For from being a hemogcnous community the broad Hindu,
community encompasses great diversity, not only of sec’o-
economic entities but also of cultnral url cven religious entities,
that is not amenable to ,po‘hll‘a'o religious regimentation aml
commandeering by communal-fascists. Morcover, . the caste d1v1—
sions and antagenisms within the Hmdu  community are morc
pronounced and endurmg than thP tenuous Y‘CIIEIOUS aﬁ‘mlty of
its component palls Fven its ma;ox 1duoloynul plduk Fof
natlonal—chauvmlsm has a countef-rloductlvc po! entlal too for
bemg hational chauvinism of a s’ )suvmnr bom;:uomc rather
than that of an independent one. 3o, the conflicting demands
of maintaining a- ‘saper-patriotic’' posture ,as. an attribu e of

i

national chauvinism, on the one hand, and essentially complying.

with the increasingly arrogant, hegemonic wishes of imperialism -
on the other hand; indicate the vulnerability of Hindu
communal-fascitm on its apparently stengaspect, The political !
offensive against' Flindu *© communal--Ffascism should miss no'!

pgor{unity to press it bard on this sensitive spot while focussing

Netd
OR is utterly:anti-democratic chdracter. and conduct.

v Although 'the méin ° deviationist ti'end, on this question,
among revo]utiéna’r‘y"‘Forét,s’ is thit of ovér-estimating the sway
‘and prd8pects of Hindu communal- fascism atid seeking a united
front with raling' classes” political partles to ‘Counter it, there
also exists an erroncous ‘ hotion that it can be countered merely
by counter-posing ' ef‘onomrc or part’lal issues of the people. The
goot of suich ah érroneous notion Iics in judging Hindu communal-
fascism ‘to'be ‘just 4 dxvemonary phenomenon and not a serious
political challenge to' the popular forces and movemen*. The negative
experience of the past one year of Hindua communal-fascist onslau-
ght particularly ' the Bombay ¢arnage, should have jolted out such
economistic niotious lukiilg' in revolutionary quarters. The
painful reﬁhty of the failure of workmg class centres generally to
react, not to qpcnt of'cmcrgmo as bulwarks of resistance to the
rampaging mbbs o."hoollga ns marshalled by Hindu communal-
fascists, and the fact that in many cases the combine of Manage-
ment and reactionary trad: uiioa leadership could debar the
mnslim ‘workers from' returning to wo'k after the disturbance
subsided, fellingly reveal how far the long sway ef economistic
oriefitation has politically disarmed the workers and blunm.d
Oln the other hand only such elements among
the workers and -ther sec tmns ‘howsover small in number, as
realised the ncc:wly and importanee ol' politically responding to
that 0!19nght could boldly mmatc some opposmondl moves
under d|ﬂ“t.i|1t circumstances and, thus, at least give the message
to friend aml Toe ilmr Hindu commundl fascism should not and
would not go unchsl]enged Only when the economic or partiay
1ssuCs of the people are plOJcc,tcd as a ,part.of, or in asseciation
]vuth the pohtlcal campmgn agamst, Hmdu communal-fascicm can
they contnbute in counlermg it,

y

their’ class- -initiative.

[ '

The mamstream bourgems political partles and the bourgems
media contmuous]y “forkter parhamehtary érétinism. On  Jhis
quegtion too, they foster the erroneous notion, which finds its echo
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-jn-democratic quarters;, that tle fate of Hindu communal-fascism
is dependent on the .electroral fortunes of this or that Doﬁtit\:al
party. Accordingly, it is made out as if the people have no .option
.but of votigg for this or that political party so as to prevent
Hindu cemmunal-fascists  to acjuire parliamentary supremacy and
-governmental . power.Such a notion objectively plays the same role ¢
does fthg fore-mentioned, main deviationist trend—the role of tying
the -populag, forees.arrayed against Hindu communal-fascism to the
.apron-strings of . the ruling classes’ political .pantifzs; ;The sta us
-of Hindu communal-fascism is ¢ssentially determined by the shift,
-one way.or the other, in its social support-base as a result of'lhe
extra , parliamentary political battle for the minds of the people.
Election-results can, at. best, reflect that ground reality and to
that extent, get determined by it (and that teo can meaningfully
occur.in bourgeois democratic republics).  Any  electoral Ou;comn:
can,._in turn, . possibly play a mere supplementary . role, in the
process of dcyc]opme_nt of  Hindu communal-fascism, on the basis
of the obtaining balance of socio-political forees outside the
sphere of parliamentary politics. "It is true though, " Hindu
communal-fascism is fully effective by operating in league with
the Indian state set-up, yet parliamentary mujority or ministery
is not the only access-routc for it to the levers of state power;
presence of its votaries in the Administration, the Jjudiciary and
the security forces was so evident in their biased conduct during
the past one or two years. Moreover, no set of elected bou‘rgeois
parliamentarians can be counted upon to act as bai‘riérs'_ even to
the parliamentary ascerdency of Hindu comrﬁﬁﬁa];fascism,
coh‘sid’éring the frequency and fluency of their defeétib;ls and
“home-comings” (witness the latest case of Yashwant Sinha——-
ex-minister in the Janta Dal—National Front govt, led by V.P.
Singh ; ex-minister in the corgress-supported SJP government
led by Chander Shekhar ; till recently senior leader of SJP and
vociferous critic of the Hindutva combine——defecting to the BIP).

While parliamentary political parties  are expected to go  or

Cont...... on page 90
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s | Some Observations Oa The Experience Of The Joiat

Activities Within The Commaunist Revolutionary Camp

In Pymjab -—A Representative

o (State Committee, CCRI)

The reactionary ruling classes of India had launched, during
a ficrce and all-pervasive onslaught against the
people of Punjab, in the form of communal fascist terrorism and
state terrorism. This reactiona.y onslaught, especially the direct
murderous aitacks by the communal fascist Khalistanies again t
the communist revolutionary and other democratic revolutionary
forces. had very grave negative implications not only for the
promotion of usual democratic revolutionary struggles of the
people, but also for the very survival of the revolutionary forces.
Thus, the situation created by this vidlent reactionary onslaught
had made it obligatory for the forces belonging to the communist
revolutionary camp in Punjab to join their forces, in one form or
the ether, and te launch joint activities agziinst this dual monster.
As a result, there had been since then, a plenty of successful
or unsuccessful efforts from within the communist revolutionary
camp for ‘undertaking bilateral or multilateral joint activities
on several issues—ranging from the burning economic issues like
searing price-rise to the important political developments in the
international arena such as the gulf-war. But most of these efforts
were coneentrated, one way or the other, on the issue of joint
opposition and resistance to the communal fascist terrorism and
state terrorism, since this task had, objectively, emerged before
these forces as a special priority task.
. 'All of these successful and unsuccessful efforts
pursuance had amply reflected different approaches,attitudes and
behb,viour.—p_attems on the part of diﬁ'erpnt forces,and had provided,
in the | precess a ]ot"g)f practical éxpericnce—both poSitjv'e as well
as n;egatiyc—.tl}at_lleed:; to be discu;ed,éﬁmmed up and assimilated
by the .communist :revolutionary and other democratic revolu-
tionary ‘forces, so that correct lessoms may be drawn from it
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and a common and compreh:nsive enderstanding  for succe ssful
launching of the much-needed joint activities may collectively be
developed.

We, on our part, are initiating the desired pro~ess with these
observations. We call upon all concerned forces to coms forward
with their views and comments on the subject.

I. Kind of The I'lztform To Be Forged

One of the major problems that confronted the forces belong-
ing to the communist revolutionary camp in their attempts at
planning or lauching of the joirt activities in the given situation
was as to  what kind of a p atform should be formed. Should
it be formed at the plane of rolitlcal organisations of the camp,
or at the plane of the mass organisations or in the form of some
mass-political platform specially :reated for this purpose 7

The answer to this question depended on the analysis of the
prevailing objective situation, concrete evaluation of the strength
and condition of the subjcctive forces and the and
requirements of the issue involved. Since there were serious
differences, among these forces, regarding all  of these aspects,
the issue generated a lot of controversies,discussions and debateg
as well as hectic bilateral/multilateral activities among these
forces, resulting, ultimately, in their polarisation into two broad
camps— one lending its weight to tle fernaation of a special muass-
political front in the name of “Front against Communalism and
other  one formed the
on the political plane

nature

the
Punjub”

Repression, Punjab”, while
“Revolutionary Unity Centre
comprising different political g-o1ps and individuals belonging to
the communist revelutionary camjp.

“The Front against Conununalism and Repression, Punjab”™,
was based on a concrete proposal (jointly supponcored by
earstwhile UCCRIML (Nagi Reddy group) and the CT, CPI(ML)
which was later finalised and idopted by other groups telonging
to the communist revolutionary camp-—such as RCP (Takra) (which
later merged alongwith the 1JCCRI (ML) into the CCRI),
Revelutionary Communist Centre of India (ML), CPIML (Party
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Untty) and the Communist League of India. This proposal,
forming the basis of the Front, was based on the basis of
minimum common understanding among these formations for the
joint opposition  andd resistance te the two monsters of communal
fascist terrorism and state terriorism, with clearly defined objectives
and scope of the movement to be launched alongwith clearcut
identification of the class/political forces that were to be taken as
targets of the Front and of those that could be the possible
entrants into it. Further, the proposal was also based on the
common understanding regarding the nature and requirements
of the issue involved, i.e., it could not be a front comprising the
revolutionary democratic mass organisations belonging to the
respective organisations, as the issue, as such, was beyond the
scope of these mass organisations, becausz of its predominantly
political conteat as well as the level of the fight emanating there-
from, though such mass organisations could take up the issue as
one of their tasks by linking it with the happenings in, and impact
on, their respeclive fields ;similarly, it could not be the front
comprising the political organisations belonging to the communist
revolutionary camp, as the issue had a mueh wider mass appeal
for the involvement of such broader sections of democratic,
sccular and non-cornmunal forces, whose participation in the
struggles of the Fromt would not be possible, if it is comprised of
the communist revolutiorary forces based on Marxism-Leninism-
Mao-fsetung Thoi ght. Hence the need for the formation of a
mass-political front speciaily formed for this specific task.

On the other hand, “The Revolutionary Unity Centre,
Punjab”, was based on the proposal suppomsored by Gursharn
Singh, a well-known dramatist and well-wisher of the communist
movement, which was later finalised and adopted by The CPIML
(Poola Reddy Group), The CPIML (S.N. Group) and other
sections and individuals belonging to the communist revolutionary
camp. The proposal declared Marxism'Leninism-Maotsetung
Thought as its guiding ideology, and the unity among communist
revolutionary forces and the intensification of revolutionary class
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struggles as its professed goals to be achieved.” The proposal
did not contain any concrete specific prog ramme rather it contained
so broad and vague a programme thet comprised ele ments of a
communis? unity centre as well as those of a revolutiniary united
frqht, thus, being capable of accoms doting in itz fold ali sorts of
hetrogenous forces haivng fundamental differences i
The programme announced by the sometime after its
formation was also equally vague and nor-specific. Neither the
proposal nor the subsequent program.me gave importance to the

s them.
“Centre”

task of joint opposition and resistanze to communal fascist and
statélterrorism, as a special priority tusk.

.Omne of the most controversial issucs,regarding the kind of joint
platfbrins to be forged, was the reject on of the concept of special
mags-political platforms on the part of the CPIML (Ramachindran
group), as being something alien to Merxism-Leninism. Though
this issue did not come under much discussion during the process
of the formation of the abovc-mcntionec. parallel joint platforms,
but;later on it continued to be the most controversial issue and at
the practical planc, a serious stumbling block in the way of joint
activities among these forces, despite there being a common
minimum basis for such activities on svveral occasions.

Basing on its erroneous and sin plistic view-point regarding
the concept of mass organtsations and the style of functioning of the
communist parlles it upheld the vievs that mass.organisations are
the economic organisations and the party is the political
organisation of the proletariat. So if the joint activity is to be
taken up on some cconomic issue, 1': should be taken up at the
joint platforms formed at the level o rmass organisatiens, and if
the issue has a, more or less, political content, then it should be
taken up at the level of the party orzanisations, there is no in
between,,; As a result, it had always been prohibiting its mass
orgamsatlons from takmg up issues having pelitical centent,
or their interaction with special masy political fronts on such issues,
and had always been insisting on joining such platforms enly at
the party level.
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We, on our part, held the view that Ramachandrangroup’s
eoncept of the < mass organisations was totally un-Marxist and
reforinist one. Commn ur ists never consider the mass nrganisations
as purely economic organisations, rather they always try to
raise their politicil level and introduce political clements into their
struggles (though they do so in a gradual way, in accordance with
the already existing level of their consciousness i.e® to the extent
that may be assimila:cd by their respective leaderships alengwith
large sections of their fellowings) thus, during the process try to
turn the ordinary mass organisations into revolutionary mass
organisations and bring them under their leadership.

Similarly, far frcm being alien to Marxism, the formation
of mass-political fronts on various issues and various occasions in
the broader interusts of the promotion of revolutionary movement
as a whole, is the part and parcel of the general practice of the
Marxist-Leninists. They not only form. the united front institutions
at various levels, tbat are nothing but the mass political fronts,
rather they also fo'm such special mass political froats for some
special political tasks emerging before them on various occasions.

Its argument that political issues should be taken up only at
the plane of the political party is too simplistic. Whether taking
up of any issue is more feesible and advantageous for the
promotion of the democratic revolutionary movement as a whole
at the political or at the mass-political plane, depends on two
considerations, One, on’ the existing basis of unity among
communist revolutionary forces on the proletarian line of the
revolution, and secondly, on the nature and requirements of the
issue concerned.

Seen from the angle of the pomt one, we find th.t differences
among communist revolutionary forces; in the present situation,

-are so sharp and pervasive that they are generally unable to work

. umtedly in a single body at the plane of the mass organisations,

and even their existing level of umty is being overshadowed by
prejudices, suspicions and resultant bitterness among them. So

. avery limited scope is left with them to find a real common
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m?himum basis,and to work out some concrete planof action based
on this basis for the successful lanaching of any joint' activities
on any issue. On the basis of the existing limited basis.of unity
_'among commimist revolutionars - forees as well as on the basis of

%"

: 'among them in the recent past, it can be said with ceptainty that
;omt‘actlwttes among t'lese forces are practically “feesibl: oaly on
..spcc ific political issues that also in the form of general propaganda
campaigns, though in case of thz representatives of the correct
sproletarian revolutionary trenc
'camp. the feesibility of joint activitics on some struggle-oriented
issues is also there, owing to the relatively of
unity ameong them.

in the communist revolutionary

stronger DLusis

Seen from the angle of pcint two above, if the nature of the
issiie is such that calls for taking it up at the level of mass
rcvoluuonary struggles and if it lias a popular appeal that goes
* rhich Beyond  the extremely limited of
fifluénce ‘of ‘the communist revolutionary or Jl’llgdth'Is as for
Xa "pl(, in {ke instatice of ‘th> issue of joint oppuositicn and
dsistarice to the dual monster of terrosism, thea it would ce tainly
be nidfe feesibleand advantagedus, that - the is,ue be taken un
;cm the plane of some mass-political platform. hpCbldlLy created for
":uchapnrfsoqc “The successful and unssccessful experienzza of
+*tHe Front'and the  Tentre respectively, unmistakably ' ¢arroborate
i asses§mcnt

Yot

following and spheres

\ In the obt.lining situation of unity and mutual relationships
lsi*rf:;::ng communist revolut ionary forces as described in point one
and in the case of the nature and requirement of theissuzs as
dcacrlhed in point two above, the thinking ernu\mg the party
platforms witli the mass platforms, instead of supporting such
piatfmms from outside if one sc desires, would definitely result in
narmwmfr the base of the mass support to such platforms because
.in that cae, large scctions of the people, who may be prepared to
loin the strugglc from such mass-political platforms owirg to the

el EIIhL
'lof the issues concemed but riot yet prepared to accept
14
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'j-;'.'practrcai (uurc‘ts'a"ui and unsuceess ful) experience of jrint activities -

f

the leadership of the party or its cideology:: as such, will be pushed
away from such struggles. , Secondly,. keepmg in mind the, mutua]
relationships: amony the - forces of the commumst rc_volutlomry

camp and the prev:lence. of .erraneous approaches, aftitudes .and
behaviour-patferns on the parf of many among these foress,mixing
of party platform with such mass p!ati'orms wmﬂd cartainly mean
rmpmmﬂ the political controversies and™ political wrangl'ng among
these ‘forces on 'é:u{*’i rrﬂt.q~.111*f'<'\rmq which,in turn, will certaily
vitiate the united ‘ihpactof the' Jolnt struggles from these platform
and ultlmaiely threaten then‘ existance as ‘such.

This is the rcal
most cases, the formation of such . mass-polit

had c0115i:;tun]y laoen opposing the mlxmg.of:party p]atf‘orms w;t_h

bcms on which we had been ddVOCﬁlan, in

Aﬂdg‘ certainly,  it, was not because

of the secrst party structure: of.our . Organisation, as it had been
implicitly «lleged, time rand again, by the. leadership. of- the
Ramachandran groap. No doubt mixing; of, party, and .Mmass-
political . platforins has’ some negative implicatipns in.respect of
the se:ret and structure of the segret u.g. party
-organisat o1s, vut some form of. oxercommg .such lun1tat10ns and
negative implicaions c(ould be found; had 1t been, really ¢ coru.ct and
.Lenehcxa] to the, revolutionacy movemcnt Aas a whole, but our point
'1s that it is neither correct nor bmeﬁcxal to, the revelutlon'uy
movement rather it n'uhtates agamst its, overall interests,

the mass-political platforms.:

furctoning

o On:the practica} plane such an erroneous'and adament attitude
of'the Ramachandran group:has scuttled the.possibility:of jointacti
vity-among the . communist' revolutionary. forces on' several
occasions—for examplelit had- rebuifed, more than once, the effort
of the Front against .communalism. -aad 'repression for . launching
of some possible  joint: activities with, -the.. mass-organijsati-
ons’ & by ' it ‘some - specific.  issues. ;. .scuttled

" the possibility of forging some mass-political platform for putting

“Ap joint ‘opposition dnd ‘resistancesagainst both types of terrorism

-ony

iin the July *99" and Januady’'9l meetings of various.-organisations

6 tHe Gorimunist ' revelutionary ;camp’
15
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resistance against the dual reactionary n onster of terrorism,

On the other hand, The Revolution iry Unity Centre, Punjab,
as it chd not have any real and concretc basis for the fulfliment
of its declared ain:s and objectives, it miserably failed not only in
realiziué «these lofty aims and objective Lut also in maintaining its
existence as such.

It did not, and could not, unify anyv two of g constituenrts,
not to speak of achieving o complete
revolutionary forces as it intended
real basis for their
revolutionary organisation

unity o ali conmunist
to do, because there was 1o
unification  intn g single communist
. It had ameng it conslituents such
sort of political forces as even djd not consider
part of the communist revolutionary  forces;
constiluents upheld the New Deniccratic Revolution as thejy goal
at the present stage of revolution in India,

dreaming of accomplishing the socialist

one another as
some  of jts

while others were
revoiution without passing
through the stage of new democratic revclution; again, there were
others, who, though, agreed on the new
pursue basically different lines for the
goal. How such sort of hetrogenons ot of
successfully be united into g single ccmmunist
organisation with unity of will and action 4 1

deraoeratic stage,  but did
cccomplishment of (hig
could

revolutionary

forces

" Then, as mentioned earlier, the propess] and the subequent
joint programme, contained the elements of o revolutionary united
front. This again, was full of contredictions that mude the attempt
at formation of a revolutionary united frent as a
excercise, . First of all, the very formaution of the Centre was e [f-
contradictory, because how a centre forged
the specific goal of unity among different CoOMraunist revolutionary
organisations be the same as is created fo - the creation ofa reyo-
lutionary, united front ? Sccondly,how the upholders of the socjalist
revolution as a goal at this stage could agree with the upholders
of the new democratic revolution as their goal at this Stage, on
any coﬁc:ete programme or the alignment of -lags forces necessary

‘ 18

for the achieverent of

utterly futif,

’

-

for the creation of the revolutionary united front 9 Again, how
could those, who, in the name of unity among “left” forces wanted
the known pro-Khalistani Paigampanthies (a sectjen of the dcs-
erters of the communist revolutionary camp)and the revisionists-and
nec- evisionists to join the Centre,on the one hand,and those,
considered these

who
forces as traitors of the communist revolutionary
movement of the country, on the
could agree on any common line of action in tre

and democerutic revolutionary

other hund,

nroposed united front 7 And how, on the one hand,
those who considered the communal fascist
Khalistanies as “misled children” of the people amenable to

pursuation, and advocated the round-table conference between the
representatives of the communal fascist Khalistani gangs and the
cong. rulers at the centre for the solution of the Punjab problem,
and those. on the other hand, who considered communal fascist
Khalistanies and the ceng. rulers as the sworn enemies of the
people of  Punjab, could agree on
action against them 9

any common programme of

It is hecause
Centre

of these unresolvable contradictlons that the
miscrably failed to werk out any spccific and concrete
programme for the “‘intensification of class struggles” for advanc-
ng the revolutionary movement of the country to “new heights”
as itintended to do, rather it fajled t.. take Up any mass activity
oncany class/democratic issue of the people or pPut up- any joint
opposition and resistance on the
monster Vrhat it
undertake some propaganda

mass scale against the dual
actually could do was, merely to
campaigns or some seminar type
activities (these also witlh the help  of the cultural troops of
Gursharan Singh and the licenced guns acquired from the govt.
on the party plane by Ramachandran group); wherein the speakers
representing various p foups would declare their Jatest positions on
various issues, contrac icling one another’s positions declared from the
same stage. Given the uiter luck of iuny specific concrete programme
on any issue, the Cenire,as a revolutionary united front, was bound
to do se, and could not do otherwise, despite jts high-flown claimsg
ol promoting the revoluticnary movement to “new héivghts”.
18
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If, instead, the supponsors of the Centre could have formedl-

it ag a political platform repre senting  all such forces on lhc|

minimum common specific democratic revolutionary pr npramme,J
1ggested by us to the suppongors, even before the formation nf
have played a far better aud
ovement towards the creation 0f|
and could, as well, have li‘tedi

a8 st
this hotch-potch Centre, .|t c,jmld
constructive rolein developingthe m
a democratic revolutionary f-oat,
the support of other commuist revolutionary and democmtlc
as promised by the carstwhile U("(‘RIMU

forces,
earstwhils RCP(Takra) and the CT,CPI (’\/[L)!

revolitionary
(Nagi Reddy group), e

So in a nutshell the Revolutionary Unity Centre, Punﬂb\

turned out to be a glaring negative exampie of how the question

of joint activities should never be handled, and had proved, by thil

negative example, that withou: the real commensurate basis of

minimum cennon um‘crstandiny and concrete ion
based on if, any attempt at oint activity is bound to end un in ¢
How sad a comment \l ig on the formation of a joint i‘mn'

plan of action
|

fiasco.
based on communist revolutionary and other revolutionary foreel

with so vociferous declaration of <o Jofty aims, that it not m'..l
utterly failed in unifying any two af its eonstituents or even 1f
reducing their differences as 1 communist unity centre; ml%rdb.[
failed in taking "up any coicrecte’ programme . of action’ or "1
launching any class democrat.c strupgles as a ecnm".f‘or Ievnm{fo?
ary united front ; “rather it+ completely failed in taking up the jois
opposmoa and resistance to toth types of terrorism as a priorif
task, or play any considerabls cos istructive  role in this IE'RpFLi
iin response to which the pressing need for forming such joij
' platforms had, mainly, arisen ; and consequently turned out to be|
| hotch-poth platform provid nj; a stage for political controve I‘il(
among its hetrogenous
as the accamulated effect of all these factors,|

And ultimately,
failed to maintain, for long, its existence as such, when mo

influential of its constituerts (CPIML, Ramachandran) left |

without any explanation aid when the chief supponsor of tl%

Centre (Gursharn Singh) step ped aside in utter disappointment at
20

i st ?ueni
and wrangling consti

i

disgust; ‘throwing the revolitionary ranks into anotler round of
disillusionment and demoralisation,whose expectations it had ra‘sed
mordmately by highflown declarations of its professed goals !

II. Role Of Serious And Respodsible Conduct

Serious and responsiblé conduct on the part of all thé participants
in any joint activity on any issue or in any form, is also one of
the - most essential pre-requisites for the sucecessful planning or
launching of such activities. Obviously, in case of the joint
activities being planned or launched by the forces belonging to the
communist revolutionary camp, it is expectéd to be the most
natural exrpession of their behaviour-paterns.

But unfortunately, the conduct of most of these forees at the
time of joining or leaving any joint platform or while
working together in such joint platforms and interacting with one
another during the process of joint activities, turned out to be far
from being serious and responsiblc one. Their behaviour, on all
such occasions, wis not governed by any principles or norms of
serious and resporsible conduct naturally expected to be observed
by the communist revolutionary or even other revolutioaacy forces,
but was gencrally governed by pragmatism and _narrow, sectari-
anism, as is quite evident from the following erroncous tendencies
and practices rcflected in their respective behaviours, on most of
these occasions:

A. Erroneous Mode Of Joining Or Ledving Joint Platf‘orm

It is quite natural to uxpect from any ‘of the commumst
revolutionary cr even other ero]utlonary force:., that whmever
they take a serious decision like that of_;ommg any joint platform
they must do so on the basis of their well-considerded posmons and
are expected to continue their presence in such pldtforms s0 long
as the ‘minimum basis of undelstandmg ‘and the obJectwe ‘need

for'such joint .activities exist. And, if under any unexpected turn of
evénts or unavoidablé reasons they feel it neces sary to come out

of such a'joint platform, they must feel themselves duty-bound to

give dué information and ‘explanation regarding this, to other

patficipants’‘in-"the joint ‘platforms. But what was the actual
21



beh"iwour of .nost of the forces belor it g to the communist revo-
;iﬂomgarv_ c;unp in Punjab,in this regard ?

‘The most pervasive tendency thit reflected jtself, time'and
V ! unsuceessful  planning

again; during ‘the successful  or
or ls‘;unching of joint activities among tlese forces, is tiat they do
. not, étt:a:ciiy due importance to the essertial facior of the cxistence
or non- -existeence of the common minirum basis of understanding
in d-:cn:!;ng to joint or leave any of suck platforms. What matters
forsthem most is as scems more convetient to them for further-
. : chjectives (such as for the sake of

ing their narrow. political .
positions on the issue concerned,

projecting their total political . . m
.~ or for the projection of the image of their respective political
organisations, or for the possibility ¢f weaning away t]:a cadres
from other or zanisations participating in that joint 1;Iatt:-.l-rm ete.)
or wh'lt 'suits . them most, in the giver situation, {ur their  other -
: narrnw pohtlcal considerations (such as saving themselves from
; getting isolated or releasing the pressure of the rank and file for
patticipating in such joint activities et3.)

. Here are some of the glaring examples :

- RCCI (ML) group of communis! revolutionaries brokf‘: away
from The Front against Communalisri and chrcgioln, Punjab, or{
theifulse plea that the earstwhile UC('RII\’!I.‘[Naguf;(;d_\ gro.up)v.'ab
v'iola'?in'g"z the common understanding of tiee Front (ie, of tkamg ic
Khalistani® terrorism and state terrorism as equal f:ucm:cs of Ih.G
.peop]e in respect of their joint oppusition and resistance to this
dual react:onary phenomenon, while [aying more emphasis on any

“oof 1hem in .accordance with the prevailing situation at different
pldccs and different occasions) and was continually laying more
cmphams agaist Khalistani terrorism. Nonc of the par tmlp«:nis

- accepted their accusation and the carstwhile UCCRI ML sai¢

that, t]mugh it adhered firmly to thc common understanding, it

was willing to mend any such aberation if it existed at some local

level,But the RCCIML faction in the Front remauined sldd:lllﬂnf, and

went to the extent of forming itsown front in the name of “Revolu=

tionaryCentre,Punjab”,paralicl to the ¢xisting Front.The .refll rea.son

Lehindtheir move was that theyfult coastrained in the existing Front
22
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respect of p"olcc’mn of their own understanding on the issue—
that cenfral - ing. 1 lers  were mamlv respmsxhlc for tre
obtammg wmhon ‘in Punjab, hence they should te the main
target of atiack in the fight aéam‘;t both types of rcuonsm
\vhlch meant, in practice, .of‘remna the edgc ofﬁght against Akalies
and other ccmmunal f‘ozces ziding and abbeting the Khalistani
communal fuscist torrorism. Their false rlea for brealuno away
from (Le Front against communalism and repression got clea rly
exposed when they formed the new front on the basis of their
new understanding instead of forming it on the basis of the comm-
only agreed mlmmum understanding of the PJOnt to whmh they
pretended their  cemnitmeént while in ,the Front.  As a mattet of
fact, this new une ‘erstanding of theirs was not at all “new”, they
Leld it even befor: joining the Froat, bat had, even then, joined
the Front by agrecing to its minimum comon basis of taking hoth
the terrorisms  as equal enemies of the people, because it seemed
more suitable to thei - narrow political considerations at that time,
and left it Jater as it looked more convenient to them, in the
chanaed situation, for simil r considerations.

" On the other hand,CPIML(Poela Reddy group) had joined the
Rovolutionary Unity Centre, Punjao,despite their differences on the
basis of the Centre, and despite having enough opportunity to take
a well-considered position, but later (after year or so) left it even
without giving any explanation to the other participants. And
[ater on, both of these break-away groups (one from the Front
(RCCIML) and the other from the Centre (CPIML Poola Reddy
group) joined hands to form another joint front, but soon parted
their ways without explaining as to on what basis had they joined
hands and on what basis had they subsequenty parted ways !

For a more ridiculous instance, the Communist L-azus of India
and the CPIML (Party Unity) had joined the Front against
communalism and repression by agreeing to its nnmmum basis of
understanding, but later left it to join the “Revolutionary Unity
Centre, Punjab” on the untenable plea that they had the basis to
join both of these parallel paltforms, bnt did net have enough
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“cadre f'orce required to join the both. The plea was untenable
because it failed to explain : a) did not they know about the
scqucny of their cadres in joining the parallel platforms even. at
the time - of‘ their formation, and why then, they opted for joining
the Fron!, instead of j joining the Centre,despite there being enough
opportunity to take a well-vonsidered position at the time of
their almost simultancous formation; what sort of a common
basis could they find in the Centre that intended to function as a
: centre for unity of communist revolutionary forces and as a centre
for a revolutionary united front, when one of them (CLI) upheld
the socialist revolution as a goalat the present stage, while the
other (CPIML) upheld the new democratie revolution as its goal
at the present stage of Indian revolution ; and c) if they have come
to know of the scarcity of their calre-ferce even after a year and
more of the. formation of these parallel platforms, then why to
leave tbe one, where they were already working, and join the other,
though the latter was less suitable(as was shown by the pratice of a
year or _more) for launching mass revolutionary
thus furthering  the democratic  revolu'ionary
movement as a whole 7 The real answer to all these que:tions
was that the. Revolutionary  Unity
convenient; because of its Joosc

struggles and,
cause  of

Centre looked to them more
basis of understanding and
. purpose of projecting their
respectivé political positions in totality.

organisational  structurve, for the

Again, to cite another example from another field.
91, six political organisations belonging to the communist
revolutlonary camp in Punjab, had agreed to form a joint action
c"mmlttee at the plane”of mass orgz. nisations (under their influcnce)
at the state level, to launch a jonis

In Qct.,

. cam paign against the.soaring

puce-nse The eampalgn was a great success al its outset but
was scutiled hdlf-way by the CPIML, (R amachdndran group) for
its petty political considerations. The Ramachandran group
disbanded the joint action’ committce at the state level on the false

pletext that the CCRI and others had formed such joint action -

committees at the local levelsas well.T"heir pretext was utterly fa]se
fiaih.
24

and unreasonzble, . because, for-- one thing - the. committees formed
at lower, levels werg not,in, any way, parallel committees to the
one-at the state Ie»el rather were fermed simply to effectively
lmrlemcnt the decisions -and plans ef the joint action committee
at the state level;and secondly, the factions belonging to the
Ramachandran .group ‘were also-there in. these comnittees at
Sev.era] places. ;-So, . the Ramachandran - faction lhad nothing to
justify its indefensible and disrruptionist position. The only
reason behind this unreasonable attitude of the Ramachandran
faction was that it looked upon single‘committee at the state level
as more suitable for the: projection of the image of their organis-
ation as being the organiser of sucha huge campaign, (because
the convener of the state action .committee belonged to their -
faction), while with the formation - of committees at lower levels,
this ‘credit’ was in danger of being shared by others as well. But,
the position of some ' other participants was not less unreasonable
and opportunistic, because of their own equally narrow and
petty political considerations. They unequivocally condemed the
unreasonable and disrruptionist stand of the ‘Ramachandran group,
but themselves were not :prepared to carry forward the campaign
without the participation of the Ramachandran group in it. Thus,
this potentially successful joint campa:gn met its unnatural‘end,
despite there being sufficient’ migimam bam for it and enthusiastic
popular response to it: TP AT :
B. Erroneons Mode Of' Interatmn

Another lmpmhnt point rcg*ardmg serious and rcspons:blc
tebaviour among the - part1c1panta in any Jmnt activity, thatis
essential for the successful - conduction of such actlwtlcm is related
to the qucstum, 4s to how these forces should mteract wlth each
othér during the process ‘of such joint activities. o

The correct approach to this quesuon in our view, should be
like'this : - Since ';uch _|0mt ‘platfornis: re formed 'for united
projection of the comthon views “and * positions ‘of thé patliﬁpants
on the concerned 1s*.uéhssucs and “for 'the'‘sake of la’uﬁclimg Jomt
THass activities 04 'them' " on the comimGn Minimut basis
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of ‘the concerned platform, there must be maximum possible’
cbiép'éi'ation among them for the fulfillment of the desired goals.
Sezondly, sincethere are differences in the respective political
understandings  and styles ~of funstioning among different
participants, ‘which are bound to reflect in differing views and
iprroaches among them on various problems enmerging during
the process of implementation of the common minimum
programme or plan of action, that zertainly would give rise to
struggle. - among them, So, the relationship among the
participants in any joint activity  would naturally be
characterised. both by co-operation and struggle among them.

But as ‘this co-operation and struggle take place among the
positive friendly forces united in joint struggle against the common
enemy on the concerned issue or is;uss, 5o co-operation among
them should form the basic aspect, and struggle among them
should. remain subservient to it serving the needs of that co-
operation.in the form of ensuring the correct implementation of
the agreed decisions or plans of acticn, and fighting out possible
wrong. tendencies and  deviations coming in the way of such an
implementation. .Such a struggle amoug them should naturally,
také;'ifhefprm of‘,,patien't, persuasive and .constructive criticism,
trha‘f:may be able not only to ensure th: sorrect implementation of
the.common agreed plans of action but also, if properly handled,
for devolcping more cordial relations among them, reducing some
of their differences and further widening the basis for such joint
activities in fufure. ’

,TE'But'_in;tlere actual practice of suct jeint activities, especially
durmg the joint activitics from the platform of The Front
against R",epression and Communalism, Punjab, some wrong
tendencies and practices in this regard have come to light in the
following way :

3 I;H',I‘h;ag,‘mos‘t serious erroneous tendercy in this regard, got itsetf
reﬂ;gﬁégl,1t}1rougll the vehemance and ityle of criticism, on the part
ijgptggigﬁjthq forces against some other participants in such joint
activities, . Being oblivious of the fact that the main objective of

¢
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such " joint activies is fo piit “up joint opposition * against the
commor enemies and the - main thrust of their criticism should le -
to ensure the correct implementation of - the joint programme of
such opposition through constructjve eritleism, and being oblivious
of the fact that their criticism was aimed -at those positive friendly
forces whose co-operation in such joint opposition is essential,
they behaved in hjs regard-in such a way as if they were not
dealing with positive friendly .- forces :but with some - comnter
revolutionary or revisionist:forces who were sabotaging such joint
opposition, and  as . if' the main thrust of their criticism were .
designed not to énsure the co-operation of these forces for the
correct implemenitation of the joint progammes of oppositon to
enemies but to ensure, ins'ead, the exposure . and routiug of these
forces ; What made this negative form of criticism even more
grave was the fact, that some .of critios did it willfully, The main
reason behind such sort of behaviour on their part was , that
though they considered some of the. participants in such Jjoint
activities ‘as comm unist revolutionary forces at a fermal plane, in
their practical behaviour they treated them as revisionist f‘ofces._f
In that case their position becomes even mere. erroneous and
opportunistic, because, for one thing, there should not exist Stjch
a dichetomy in 'the sayings and = deeds of ‘amy communist
revolutionary force, and secondly, if the objective rele of such
forees is_helpful, at the given moment, in the bljjldihé up of jéint
movement on the given issae, they should be treated, in the given
context, in a non-antagonistic manner though they may not be
communist revolutionary forces as such. As a natural corrolary to
such sort of negative criticism, some of them would make the
criticism of some other participants publlc and publish in their
respective mass papers. Such an attempt en their part, far from
ensuring the correct implementation of the collective programmes,
not only vitiates the cordial atmosphere in the concerned bodies
of the joint platform, that is so Tecessary for such positive co-
operation,  it. also, undermines the unified projection of the
communist revolutionery forces on the issue concerned, that is so
essential in a situation when the aspeet of the differences and
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;cqgt;rpyg[gj_es}'_;amqng.these forces stand unduly projected(as,compared
to, the: aspect, of their unity and :agreemer t) among tihe ranks of
’ ;thqlsc\lgrpggyggjg;;;\rgvplutionar'y‘.mgvement aad - as a consequence,
a»gf;;_,gg_ugiq 2. unduedcm oralisation among ttern.
1HAnGther: wrong tendency that got 1clected in {l.c prectice of
such:forees -was' the hasing of their criticism on the tetal yositions
of :various participants regarding the issues concerned, instead of
limiting it to.the common minimum agreed basis of such platforms.
We have - dealt: in . the previous chapters, as to how the total
projection 6f the views and positions of diflerent pariicipants from
the platforms of such joint activities haims the common cause of
such joint activities, but it shculd also be taken care of, during
the criticism imr different bodies of the oint platforms, because
such ccriticism zbased on the total positions of the participants
 t#ntamolnts 16 sheer wastage of energies and time on unnecessary
controvetrsies; as” it alse vitiates the cordial atmosphere of the
obﬁCérﬁé:(Iﬁ'bodj‘ieé'3f‘aﬁdft::}"eates unneccssary bitterness among them.
Hence! thé " need 1o ~ limit the criticism within the bodies of the
joint platigtis 't6° the minimum  basis of such platforms and the
* dififal practice ofi this basis. Bl i
EAlj:;utzutfna‘r\‘w\frcm]g tendency . reflected at the lower levels of our
rﬁn[ffézga‘s‘thartthcy would get impatie nt and inicmprlatc'_'a't'thé
crtonieons practices and behaviour of siic1 forces and start viewing
ti{e ‘presehce “of “such forces ' s as
utittecessary. ' This impatient reactioln
dotrect ap'ﬁi*oapﬁifhaf “so long as such
positive and frevolutionary character, tneir erroncous practices ot
Féhaviouf om'éne or two * points should not be allowed to over-
whélm' our sense 6f proportion and nerves, rather that should form
1?Hé"f§zi§i"s of 'Ié‘ar"ht‘r:)‘-g the art of skilful- nandling of such situations
aid fﬁ’ﬁ~éihé3théi‘b‘ai§eht and persuasive methods for helping ‘such
féfcéh"!iﬁ"rcl'c'tifj!ing't]".ui'r"ermrs. s = WEN T
'Eurlhe}, "two other erronzous tenulencies regarding the co-

of theirs nepated the

6‘;‘3'é1a't_'ior{1ﬁ:' the joint” platforms also got reflected iu_t}_l@ i:n_‘acfica}

of some forces at the lower levels of such platforms.
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forces retain their overall
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i the uhited platforms as something |

Oné, ‘that got reflected 'in . the 'practicd of somsz of the
participants in the Front in those pockets where they iers
not in the leadership of the Front.  They.would not participate
in the activities of the" front "with full force or enthuiasm and
participate in them only asa formality or would remain totally
inactive. On some occasions would go even to the extent of launch-
ing some parallel activites to ensure the non-pa_rticipﬁtion of their
cadre into the ac_t:iyitics of the front. This they did on two counts .
a) lest such activities should hzlp their rival faction to further
strengthen taeir ho!d in the area, and b) lest such anr activity
should expose their cadre—force to the influence of the dominant
faction in the arca. This view is tetally negative and wrong
because it amounts to negating the very purposé of tfle joiht
activity and joint struggle against the enemy forces identified as
target of struggle in the common minimum programme and
secondly because it negates the fact that it is a joint activity among
the positive forces whose development and growth is not agains:;
cach other rather it is against the class/political forces'idénﬁﬁed
as the targets of the joint activity. Lastly, it is wrong because
perservation or growth of their own forces cannot be attained by

remaining inactive in_such activities but by participating in them

with full force and cnthu_siasn_i on the basis of correct line.

* Two, that was reflected among our ranks at lower levels at
some places. They were reluctant or'did' not bother-about accept-
ing the leadership at the local leval even when: it was'due to them
because of our strength in the concerned area. They seemed
inﬂiin_ér;xceé! by the idea that when' common agreed programme and
plan of action ]_javé been decided uﬁon' collectively, then why to
bothier about the leadership ? This view was wrong because it
negated the fact that leadership at local levels was also necessary
for the correct implementation of  the common agreed plan’ of
action, for fighting out wrong views and trends’ which may hamper

‘the corrcet implementation-of such’ programmes, and lastly for

enisuring the truely representative character of such joint platforms
through structuting the local units on the basis of the actual mass~
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‘e political -strength of the respective participants in that joint
sventurer. ¢

'C.* Erroneous Attitude towards the identify and
discipline of joint platforms

L T
L1 -

2 The jéin't'platlformé are formed on the basis of minimum
_“_cvbzm,mon ﬁﬁdersfand_ing among its participants for some specific
'ﬁij‘rpbse', thenb@lic‘y decisions are taken on such platforms only with
consensus and not on the basis of maj. rity/minority on such issues
as these issuec are likely to have some implications for the total
positions  of the participants where they may have serious
differences. Even so such joint  platforms must have their
independ 'nt identity that must he acknowledged and nourished by
" all of the participants and they must observe minimum discipline
ie, at least on the decisiong collectively reached by them, if these
joint platforms are to fulfill successfully their desired goals, But
in the actual practice of different forces belonging to the
: 'commUnist revolutionary camp, we have found that most of them
 did not écknowlédge or pay due regard to the independent identity
‘'of such piatforms or the decisions collectively reached’ through
" such h]atfotins. "Here are some glaring examples :
= it was: found, during the joint activities from the platform
of the Front against communalism znd repression, that some
“factions. would not submit their informations, collected through
- their own means to the concerned bod es of the Front, but would
» use such information at the state level as a basis for crisicism
against the representatives of the facticn that is dominant. locally.
Such erroncous practices do represent not only the dubious and
censpiratorial method of building up a casc for criticisim thus,
blatantly violating the spirit of constiuctive criticism, but also
- the lack of any .regard for the independent identity of the joint
platforms and the collective concern ror the overall il}terests of
the common cause. ', . o
In another instance, the faction, belonging to the RCCI (ML)
“/in the state committce of the Front, did not attend the committee
*-meetinigs since: Sept. 23, 10 Nov. 23 1987, nor have they been
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participating i the activities of the Front. In the meanwhile the
state committee of thg\]f’rqn‘t had been issuing letters and notices
to the faction;'lconéerned.' And what was their response ? Their
representatives turned up in the Nov. 23rd mecting of the state
committee, with a poster regarding the formation of a parallel
platform to the Front and declared ‘proudly’ this is our answer
to your quaries ! Your letters and notices have no meaning for
us. Do what you can, we are not going to attend any of your
meetings or answering your Jetters or notices ? They could have
gone ahead In formeing any parallel centre if they so desired, but
such an attitude to the Front as long as they were formally in it,
is nothing but totally irresponsible and reprihensible.

In Janvary 91, a meeting of seven groups belonging to the
communist revolutionary camp in Punjab was called for forming
some joint platform for Joint resistance to terrorism., Although
it could not succeed in its mission but even then it took two
practical decisions at the end. One was making attempts at the
level of the mass papers of the respective organisations,regarding
which it was Lmanimouﬂy decided that what concrete steps could
be taken in this regard, would be concretely discussed in the
next meeting to be held after two weeks, The other was regarding

_ some joint activity on the gulf war. Though there weie differences

among the participants on the approach to this question, even
then some of the participants insisted on organising a joint
demonstration on the issue. Representatives of the CCRI told the
meeting that they would give their views on the date of the
demonstration only after discussing it in their Organisation. So,
it was unanimously decided that final = decision regarding the
date of demonstration will be taken in the next meeting to  be
held after two weeks. But then, after the termination of this meet-
ing some of organ sations sat in a meeting of their Lok Morcha
Punjab, and decided on the date of the demonstratlion to be held
by their Lok morcha at Chandigarh. The CCRI was not even
informed 'of this decision, and no meetifig was ever called for
discussing concrete steps at the' level of the mass papers as wag
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unammousiy de01ded upon

Such a non- serlous ‘and 1rrcsponsﬂ)k aititude towards the
mdependcnt 1dent1ty of Jomt p]atforms and unanimously agreed
decisions OfJOII]t meetmos on the part of such organisations, not
only vmatcs the existing corclallty among communist revolu-
tlonary forces but it also Jmpmrs their crebiblity for:ny lurther

‘ altempts ‘for joint activities in future.

2 Veﬂé

IV. !mportance of Preparatory Work

Another noteworthy point that must be kept in mind at the
outset. of the aitempts for any joint activitics is the importance
of the necessary preparatory work to be done on the part of the
initiators of such a move, if it is expected to be a serious and
fruitful attempt. It is necessary on the part of the supponsors of
‘any'move for joint activities that they should not onj: form the
concrete agenda for such a meeting, bul also should put forward
this’ agenda in some sort of a concieiz propousal en ths issie
«concernied: They should ascertain throngh informal Dbilateral/

miultilateral - mectings, the views of th: possible participan s, sort .

cott the -points of agreement and disigreei.ent, identify the
problems to be faced and even try to fnd out possible solutions to
roblems .Only then the formal meeting should be con-
to" findlise such concrete proposa , through necessary -addi-

‘“tions"and deletions, and chalk out coucrete programme of action

s

W F

’oﬁ the: b‘a:sis‘of such a.-proposal. 1f, instead; such necessary
prephrations are not made, and a very casual attitude is adopted
‘in' convenmg stich meetings in the form of sending the simple
message ‘with ‘mere menfion of the datz, venue and name of the
agénda, then, such meetings -are 'boind to be bogge-d down: in

H ’unﬂecessary fruitless'discuesions and to end in a fiasco.

"But, what is the attitude in this regard on the part of the

g V‘most of the orgamsalnons belonging tc communist rcvolutlonary

camp, 1s evxdent from thesc examples :

In July 1990, an attempt was mace by some oxgamscttnons

fbp the formation of a. joint platform i, the name of Lok Morcha,
Punjab A formal meeting was called without any necessary
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.preparatory, work, :and: without- any : concreté propesal i(at ledst
it ‘wass not -in‘» our ‘information; . though we “were" alo invited)
_and;,;wnhout -any- comrmon:analysis - of the: outstandmg problems
-egwwhy: . the Ramachandran’ group: had to ‘come out of The
Revelutionary: Unity: Centrey Punjab.? ‘why the chief sitpponsor of
the Centre had to step aside ? Why:the RCCIML: and others

“had to come out of the Front againstCommunalism,and Repression

Punjab, and why later on, so many efforts on. their part with
varions combinations an perml:tlatlom did aot bear fruit 7 And
what [s the . basis to think that the new attcmpt will yield fruit ?
And as a result of all this the mcleur_lg failed to yicld the desired
results.

Again; in- January - 1991, another attempt"was made by
RCCIML- and the -Communist League' of Indla, again without
any: preparations: ‘or it.. The preparation they -canl be said ‘to have
made..-was:to: the:. effect that . theytried to ascertain whether the
Ramachandran jgreup © had. changed: ‘it position:: regarding i
adament attitude Drinsisting-on. participatirig: info:mass: politiéal
joint platforms. oaly at the: party plaiiesas:initheir:opimion this
was the main hurdle in the formation of any 'joint platform.
And, they got the impression:that the Ramachandran group has
changed its attitude on the issue. So, a very casual message was
sent,. that. also oraly; mentioning-only date and.: venue-of the
meeting. Surprisingly -enoughy; - the. sponsors-of:the-mbve «did not
trya;to:coiritaot any of: our./state..committed. members: fo conveying
this formal;;message.. SO. it : was': sent; to us: through ' oneof - our
lower-ranked. comrades. (It:was by « chance that one of our state
committee; members happened to« meet-one of théir comrades
and could have some information about the :agenda’iof the nieeting).
And -what: was:-the - end * resuit of the meeting called in such*a
casual-:manner ? There was: no commoﬁ an‘alysié'”bf thé major
problems being faced by these: forces in‘forming the mucli-néeded
joint:front and there was no concrete’ proposa] for the purpose
All that came into focus -there-was the: objectxve need of such
a joint front and the subjective wish to do so. And so far as
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the "question. of the change in the pesition of Ramachandran
f,»;g'r;giup’%wasfcpncern_ed,"’ it " came’ out, ufter a discussion for 20
« minutes, that the . Supponsors-of the move got the wrong impre-
., ssion. and, there was no change in the position” of Ramachan-
“.dran.group. ‘And that was all. So the mceting served no purpose
at all'and ‘ended ‘in a fiasco. : : ;

U But ‘wlh'ra't is surprising is, that afre so long an experiencrry‘ of
“the faifure of “such attempts, most of the forces belonging to the
é_cim_‘mrir'nilst._' revolutionary camp in Punjub, are far from realising
the importance and purpose of such n“ecssary preparations ! Rather
they question attempts on our part in this respect by saying
that if every-thing is to be done before the meeting, what remains
~ there to. bs .done at the meeting ! What is more astonishing in
‘this regard is thélt we are finding ourselves unable to make them
-understand that making necessary preparations is not ‘do‘ing
- everything” before the meeting, and further, that this method of
‘hecessary pr@pa'rati(ans before the formal meeting is not our
trinvention’ rather it is a very established practice with communists

. all overithe world, even for their inner organisational funcrionihg 1

ARk ol e

LNf =T HEIE B2 S S i
“~In the end, . it 'may be said on the basjs of these obser-
vations-that: most of the experience gainid,duridg the process of
Jjoint .activities; is of a negative nature. Though ‘we have some
positive experience of - joint activities with the CPT (ML)—CT.that
helped us a lot. not only in developing cordia] r:lations between
- our twoOrganisations,but also in developing a very useful practical/
. political . co-operation in all pheres of our activity. But, it itself
is: a_ very :limited experience. ‘So, what we need to.develop a

;common- and .comprehensive understanding on the question of

joint activities, is a lot of mmore concrete and positive experience.

We are confident that our observations will provide a sound basisg

for, developing such an understanding,
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Women’s Likeration And Class Struggle
[ Editor’s Note :—we are repreducing here a paper from the
AILWRC’s ““Seminar On Women’s Likeration and Class Struggle,”
The paper is ‘selected for reproduction in “The Comrade” owing
to its striking class-ideological consistency and lucidity of
‘expression, and moreover, its theoretical exploration of the indirect

- exploitation of the proletarian women’s domestic labouy by the

Comrades,
The following js only a note, not a full-fledged paper.

We are assembled here toeday not merely for academic debate
on the question of women, but to assert the power of women for
revolutionary change (including for their own liberation) and to
consolidate the strength we already have.

Assertion and consolidation ’invglye two prot;éSsés: positively
building for what we want and  clearly demarcating from what we
do not want. Rl T v o

- We are about half the population. We live in a society in which
the status-of families is determined by the property they have and
our status we have by the faniilies to which we 'beli)ﬁg;.' The over-
whelming majority of familjes live undér “sévere exploitation, with-

would like equal status within the existing families too, But this is
because we want equalily with the men in the ultimate society libea
rated from exploitation and from the oppressive institution of pri-
vate property. And so, right now we want to be free to be equals.in
the social fight for that liberated society, And we know that in the
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process of that protréoted fight, by participating in that fight, we
women wilt acquire democratic power step by step to assert eur
rights, not just as women, -but as peodle equally with the men.
- Equality, without this Iong-term ambition to inherit equa]lv
'w1th the men a world free from explo tation and oppression, ttas no
serious content.. We do mot want to better share the crumbs-with
our-men. “As :Faiz said, “Ek khiet naniv, ck desh nahin, Hum saavi
duniya mangenge”. We want more fo- s all : we want freedom-'to
be. more productive and to invest the surplus we then prod uce‘in-a
way that is best for our long-term interest. We want that freedom
for our men too. We have a common interest there with our men.
and we have a contnadxcllon with ou: men in so far as they do not
see that we need freedom and respect so that we too can organise
together with them to frec ourselves from the present stranglehold
of the' landlord, the moncylcndcr the ecmployer, the contractor,
the revenue officials, the courts, the police and the military. |

“ So our ﬁght agcunst the landlorc, the mouey]endel, the emplo-
yey; etc is prlmary It is our main fgnt It is antagonistic in that
withdut ‘demolishing their present status, their control of the means
of production and therefore control over our lives, our lot cannot
lmprove. Our. struggle with. the mer; who live with us and-stand

gth us;in, that fight is nen-antagoaistic, in that,: both'we and ‘our
en Wouid gain:by we women winning a better status. and 4 :greater
" freedom to, ﬁgl?.t side by side,with.them. -
bt Thls dlﬂ'erence and this .interrela ion, we should never forget.
. Qur, main, , fight: is--against - our. explo ters-andit-is an: antagonistig
ﬁght..Part ofi that.  fight is-against ths patriarchal culture that' the
. ulirtg classes - employ- to. keep us. sappressec.’In order to-earfy on
<thig fight, 'we - musti also struggle wirh the men: -and the woitiery'of
vouriown: class: who are made into iastruments of this patrnarchal
‘euiturér While this struggle in inlividoal cases can: assume fiérée
rand bitter - forms, at the general levcl it'is nonsantagonistic because
inll 6f g 'exploited ‘amnd oppressed would ¢ommonlv gain when we
win: each’'step in this second kind ol fight. However, while'this
gecond s non-antagonistic and sccendary, it isa very necessary
36

} struggle. Because it will free half' the ﬁohtmo force of workmg Ppeo-
ple for participating i m the main ﬁght ‘

The- women’s question is thus., .a democratlc questlon and its
demands  at the present stage .. rertam to people’s democracy
such as equal claims to the means of productlon equa] say and

vote within the movement, nghts not te be oppressed

But I -take it that those of s who are asscmb}ed here today are
women:who take the proletarian viewpoint, are Markist i’ then* '
world vrcw, are committed to carrying our socicty mto socialism
and beyond As such they have a greater responsrblltly for theirs is
a longer view and with it comes the obligation not'to lose our way '
on that long haul. . It is important not to lose our bearings. Tt is
important to take stock of our resources-—ldeologxca] po]mcal and’
practical heritage, including on. the question of women And to
" learn how to carry it forward.

Theé work of Marx and Engels has three component parts,
. apart from their contribution-to practice, ‘their contribution to the
theory of knowled ze-—dialéctical materialism; the“a‘ppheatmn of
this theory to discover the<Jaws of motion of human society ; and
in paitictlar the analysis: of capitalist, society. Whl]c the women’ S
question -is not dealt with ina lengthy, exclusive. fashion, their
work™ crucially locates the basis of women’s oppression 'md maps
out the ‘basic cowse for women’s llberat:on. (There are. several
other:major questions, too, suchias the. ‘nature. of, socralxsm and co-
mmunism; which!are similacly+, dealt \wth in a very, bnef manner. ;
yet we ‘are ‘given ‘erucial’ basici indicators and analyuca! conccpts:
from ‘which ‘we .¢an ; rextrapolate.) Spec;ﬁcal!y, the On gin of the
Familly, Private Property and the State traces the roo!s of women s
subordination, Wage ).abour and Capital and Capltal analytlcally
descr:be and place that part of Iabour which' j lS aciuaﬂy Wwottiet’s
labour, thus implying the strategy that needs to be' emponed “for
the llberatlon of women; and the Com‘numst Manifests’ and Princi-
ples of Commumsm (as “early as ' 1848) raise'the. speclﬁe sfogans
whose fulfilment s required for - the hberanon of "worién.
(Since then, through practical experience, various Further brifliant
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clarifications . are available as in Lenin’s corsespondence and inter-
views. ; T—!bWever we have not touched 1ere on the very material
contribution by Tenin on specific guestiors of the women’s move-
ment. This .wonld ke a sthicet of a ssparate note bermuse the
controversies he treats are essentially those that trouble the women's
" movement today.)

The Origin of the Family, Private Projerty and the State
outlines the essence of the exploitatina £ women, the subordina-
tion of the women by virfue of the soca! demotion of domestic
work bccal_::-:_c of the vast surplus production outside the home by
the réigl;iﬁélméde and the social power invested by the surplos to
the in!xéiﬁifers of it. With the persrective of the Origin...we can
also ';si'g: "lhc'suppressivc and repressive role of the family, the head
of \vhiciirmust (for survival and beiterment within the given mode)
briné his faimly members in lin: with =ocial mores and customs
that serve the very mede that exploits his tarnily and him. Women,
throughout these carly modes remained  irolated in their homes:
their labour, of creating domestic goods and services for Tamily
cansmnp!iuri or minor cxchange and their labour of procreation
and child rearing, supporting by such cc ntribution the system that
explbifed ‘them' and their familics. The Origin . points to the
expl'oitétive role of the family, private property, and the state in all
the modes of production indicating which class in the main, in
each mode, bengfitted from this social division (among these
three “institutions) of the expropriating role. And, - again, the
Origin...projects the course for the future, the major landmarks in
the “ceurse for ending the exploitatior of women’s labour and
bodiclé'.a'nd ‘the mode of production needed for the final liberation
of women.”

None of these writings prettifies the relation between man and
woman as. itis lived out under the various exploitative modes.
Matriage is called : einstitutionalised prostitution”, the “economic
dependence” of woman is denoted as the immediate obvious reason
for her. social and personal subordination. Marx and Engels are
categorical in seeing domestic labour as isclated and isolating.
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Tley argue that the ‘“‘cinancipa ion of women will be possible
(note : not auntomatic-F XD) only when women are cnabled to
take part in procduction on ¢ large, social scale, and when domestic
duties require their attention to a minor degree”. Th= refusal to
acknowledge this material reality is to prettify the isolation and
drudgery of domestic labour. ,

However, the exact position of woman’s indirect exploitation
by the exploiter, via her socially enlogised but actually dumned role
of provider of domestics services and procreator, can be seen in the
context of the wage provided te the worker. This concept is preci-
sely shetched in Capital and Wage Labour and Capital by Marx.
There, Marx shows how wages are the price of labour power :
how like other commodities labour ‘power too is bought by the
capitalist taking intc account the cost of its production.Marx shows
how the cost of production of labour power is composed of (1)the
cost of training, (2) the price of the necessary means of subsiste-
nce, and (3) the cost of” repreduction, whereby the race of workers
is enabled to multiply and to teplace worn-out workers by new
ones. All these together are what is called “necessary labour”, the
cest of labour power.The more you suppress and devalue the labour
(i.c. lower the living needs) of whoever is daily recreating the
worker’s labour power and is prcparir{g the ranks of the future
workers to replace him in the laboii'f'ﬁiarket, the lower the nece-
ssary labeur (or labour’s cost of production) on these two counts.

The foundations are laid here for comprehending a few crucial
principles about women’s exploitation.

That is, the capitalist is exploiting the woman’s domestic
work, which is accounted for within these two latter components
(viz. subsistence and reproduction), via the worker—via his
exploitation of the worker, He pays the worker the ‘“‘necessary
labour™, keeping the surplus for himself; the greater the unscen and
unaccounfed lab -ur of the domestic worker (the womf_;h in his
daily life) the lower is the value of the necessary labour paid to the
factory worker. In the competition among ‘workers for the jobs in
the labour market, this component can be suppressed and there
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are suc;a[.morev to stpport ‘that. Tlc inferior education, fegdmg,
self-sacufcmg character-prémotion-for - ths . women stand as dea-
thly remmders of‘ this indirect and insiduor s exploitation,

Tlm exnlmtatlon is made easier becauvse it is indirect, unseen,’

suppm.cd by moral exhortations akout the family rule of the .
womafl. The unpmd labour of the woman is unpald for by the .

capltahst The worker himself is only an unconscious conduit

(however Jmmcdlate]y oppressive lie may be).. So it is important
that both ‘men dlld women of the working class become conscious
of thls AR

'Thm consuousncss can be brought in only through class
struggle; the bést conditions for that are created as women thems-
selves als-o enter the labour market, and are subjected to super-
explo;tanon (both tecause their necessary labour is even lower,
and because of their cven greater social subordination). As this
process 0ccurs; they are able to directly trace the expropriation’ of
surplus by the capltallst class. (To a slight extent only, their own
social, status w:rhm ‘the faimly weuld improve as they taste ele-
meifts of LCOI]O mic mdupcndu:cc in daily lifey Their contradiction
with capttal woufd be exposed by their open social labour. How-

ever, the sheer experience of social labour will r.ot spontaneously B

llberate them thm can happen in the course of class strugple alone.
Thlm, hllc recognising the antagonistic nature of the contra-
diction in the" capmllst mode—as between capital. and wage labour
(whether of man, woman, of chiid)—we must also recognise
the subordinate, sccondary, conditioned position of thé contra-
dlctlon belween meu and women, "Ihe larter coutradmon is not
means s, that the Secondary coutradlcnon ( annot be solved wnth-
out* the main’ one " being 'solved—that . the secondary one has
conditions* created ‘for” its own resolution (again threugh struggle
agalnst patnarchy and- ‘class struggle) in the cours: of the struggle
to rcsolve the main contradiction. « .y o, s i
’Wé kndw- wotéiifare exploited: in dally ifc. Men before Marx
and Engles too had written about the cxploitation aad subording-
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tion of women But Marx and Engels give us the scientific aproach
to see-exactly how :the surplus value expropriation by the capita-
list mode (and Engels outlines the same as well for the earlier
modes) extends.its tentacles to the labour of women—indeed, in the
process -exacerbating a daily contradiction between men and
women (\\’vife) who are both ground down trying to share the
single wage, making the man an instrument of the exploiting

class’s cultural oppcression, thus dividing the exploited and the

oppressed. So Marx places things in the order of the strategic
resolution. :

Already in 1848, the Communist Manifesto strikes at the root
of women’s enslavement-their yeke of domestic work and child
rearing : Tt gives a slogan for the socialising of domestic work and
makirg child-rearing the responsibility of the future socialist state.
In other words it programmes destruction of patriarchy and the
family for they imply the subordination of women. It further
reveals the material base that is belng created and that women can

bank on to implement such a programme : unlike classical feuda-
lism, capitalism lays the material foundations itself, first by redu-
cing all relations between labour and capital to those Qfa cash
nexus ; sccondly, by tearing away from the family its sentimgntal
veil, and reducing the family relation to a mere money relation;
and thirdly by bringing in more and more women into thé social
labouf force employed by capital. In this way, by participating in
social production, the women face the e‘cpliOitation of capital
directly, the material foundation is thus created for consciousness
and struggle agamst exploitation by brmgmg the exploiter and the
exploited face to face. They do not thereby become liberated any
more than the men employed by capital. The key for liberation of
women as for men is, and remains, class struggle.

We have to enrich this heritage in concrete situations by our
practice, while grasping the basi¢ approach. If the movement has
failed, any of us feel, to pay adequate attention to the women’s
questlon to date. our task is to set about giving that attentxon—not
to’ abandon the ‘dialectical materialist class’ perspéctive ofi thé
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question of women.

If we put the main contradiction and the subordinate one on
par, not only do- we lessen the chances in practice of bringing the
subordinate one onto the path of resolution through proper stru-
ggle! We do worse. We equate the worker and the capitalist, hoth
as ‘exploiters’. We invest the worker within his meagre wage, his
wretched means, with the power to change an equation without
the means to do so. In so far as we do this we divert attention from
the principal antagonistic exploiter with whoni the woman has no
common interest. We diffuse part of our sirikiag foree against the
main enemy and divert jts striking capacity gnt> its ally Men—wor-
king men have to free themselves on the question of their
women. But the point is they can do this only when they realise
(through class struggle) that they neel ‘o free their women and
themselves from ruling class, patriarct al, family norms, so that
both they and their women can fight the -uling classes ang world
imperialism directly.

. FOOTNOTE : “Very few husbands, not even the proletarians, °

think of how much they should lighten the burdens and worries of
t'h,efr wives, or relieve them entirely, 'f they lent a hand in this
“‘women’s work™, But no that would go against the ‘privilege and
dignity of the husband’. He demands that he have rest and comfort,

The domestic life of the womun isa Jaily sacriﬁc_c of self to a
thousand insignificant triflcs. The ancient vights of her husband, her

lord and master, survive unnoticed. QObjectively, his slave takes
her revenge. Also ina concealed form. H:r backwarddess and her
lack of .understanding for her husband’s revolutionary ideals act
as a drag on his fighting spirit, on his detzr nination to fight. They
are'likefainy worms, rawing and undermitir p imperceptibly slowly
but surely. I know the life of workers a1d not only from books,
Our'communist ‘work among the masses of women, and our poli-
tical work in general, involves censiderible educational work
among ’th'e;men. We must root out the old s dave-owners’s point of
view, both.in- the Party and among the misies. That is one of our
political tasks, a task just as urgently necssary as the formation
of a staff composed of “comrades, men an | ‘vomen, with thorough
theO{eIICal. and practical training for Party work among working,
L 38t I QS BET T S b = . 3 3 . .
wotnen!! - —Lenin, Dialoguc with Clara Zetkin.,
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<Deu<>(l.4ticma¢ry (unchlé'rotamts(imf'
VIS q?e}ormiot Cl(nderotandihg

—A critical exchange between Mabharashtra CCRI
and CPJ (M.L.) Jan wy Shak ti

To 4

The Editor, '

“Lok Yudh*’

Dear comrade editor, . i

In the first ec'itorial of rhg first issué of Lok Yudh,the Marathi
organ of CPI (M L)—Tanashakti, you haye taken u
the Dunke’ Draf: and 1! ¢ effcct t would have on Indiangagn'cuhurc
Thc issue is important, and the article is timely, .
were surprised to read the follswing DPassage at the erd of the
article. '

“The Government i preparing to accept the Dunke] Draft
which would take away the country’s freedom of decision (nirnay

swatantrya) and  sovereignty (saarvabhoumatva). In order o
defend India’s * frecdom of degic:

in order to fu]ﬁll 11e interest of the ordinary people, an alternative
devejopment policy should be evojved.
“What does an altornative development policy mean

“Aln altenative development policy means a policy which
emphasises the sustainable use of natural wealth, the fulfillment
of the bezsic needs of all the people, and the provision of
employment to all adult;. This will have to be based on modary
scieuce and technology. For this purpose, worldwide exchange
of rescarch/knowledge must be kept free/open, Immcdiateiy \Ive

does not tighten and {hat the 1970 Patent Act remains intact”,
| (Lok Yodh, no. L,p. 4
To understanding what s wrong with the above passage, it

is Recessary to be first clear about what is meant by a revolution.
ary understanding. ' i
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Revolutionary. Understanding V/S Reformist Understanding
; There is a profound diflerence beiween the revolutionary and-
_ the reformist/revisionist way of analy:ing and presenting any issue.
The"ref'ormist,ajtempls to show how :a:h instance of exploitation/
oppsresssion can be removed by a caange of policy, ie, within the
given system. .Whatevaf his/her intent:ons may be, the effect of
the reformist’s eforts is to give a little further lifc to people’s
illusions in the existing system.

\\ The revolutionary also fights for the fulfllment of immediate
demands. But, in doing so, the revo utionary at the same time
uses each instance of exploitation, oopression, atrocity, etc. as a
starting pd'i'nt to show the masses that the roots of these evils lie in
the :system', the social and political order, and the production
relations that form its base; and tha, in order to put an end to
tHé"se"éviIs;" it is necessary to uproot the present system, smash
: ,¢2§-istin'g'production relations and replace them with new ones step
bgistep
R{:GVbIﬁti'pﬂariews. formulate slogais and demands, and carry
- out struggle, in such a fashion as does not foster illusions that the
~ basie problem” will be solved by meacting this immediate demand,
: \;_‘:}Oriv’c'ha't evéri these gains will be secure ; instead, the struggling
" *% masses are made conscious of the fact that it is only theirorganised
stréngth (the embryonic form of tle future people’s democracy)
that can defend their gains.
s How Revol_utioharies Should R:gard The Dunkel Draft

: In én’élysing the Dunkel Draft, it is therefore not enough to
show that it is against the interest of the Indian people; that is
being done at any rate by the CPI (M), sections of the intelligent-
.. sia; and sections of even the ruling cla;ses.
' 'The fe:volutl;'onaty organisation must show conceretely how
the Draft is a further attack ; that the Government’s surrender is a
conseqilence of ‘the fact that it is rot independent, but depen-

dént'¥that’ the various ruling class parties’ opposition 1o,the.

Draft i§'fit " thoroughgoing; that ths only real, thoroughgoing
A g U 44

~Tesistance to ‘Dunl_<el can. come  from those who are “willing
.fo thlakca,t‘lae -tamediarely diffout; €onsequences - .of, “rejécting it-
1€, those who want . 10 . > ‘producti

péﬁiy." who ..want 1o~chrange productlon1re1_~atlons:,_1n the eco-
It may not b Possible in each article to put al this in
an ze.laborate vay ; but the perspective from- which one presents
the issue must be thig RS Bl T s

Ils India Independent ?

Instead, in your article you have said that the Draft
wo.uld “take away” India’s “sovereignty” and “independcln e’
’I:hls- Suggests, contrary to the understanding of ecommunjst rew\;lu-'
.tlonanes, that India has till now possessed Soverignty apd
independence. You proceed to say that the Draft should be epposed
in order to defend the country’s freedom of decision (nirnay swa-
tantrya). Ifind:ed the country has sovereignty, independence
freedom of decision efc. then the task of the democratic revolutio ;
is already complite . [s this what you mean to say ? !

A Change Of Policy O Revolution ?

The Draft can only be theroughly opposed by ap economy
which is willing to l:g‘eaid{, an independent path, And fcr ;
;backward country such as‘,ours,_such 4n ¢conomy can only come
Into existence through ar agrarian rovolution, not vthro‘ugh any
chang_e in existing ,po]iciesf Yot the contrary understanding is in
fac? conveyed when the artigle tall's of an “altemativé aevolment
policy”—without mentioning that such a policy is impossible under
the present Statp and society, - The word * “ipollicy” itéelf signifies
an alterantive within the existing system.

Defence Of The Status Quo

It is due to this wrong u_nderstanding that you actually calj
for the defence of the indian Patent Act of 1970. No doubt the
Dunkel Draft "would introduce changes into patent IaWs which
are retrograde, and which would constitute a further attack on the
Indian people’s rights and theiy living sts;ndavrds.However by no

Ilncan\sﬁs‘hould we present the existing state of affairs ag sOn,letliing
e bcrdefendcd Itis. guderfhe 415970 Act that multinationals have



: c-be'en»:oﬁérating in India for the last !3 years and m eking prefits,

Tl riect way to frame the demand is not “Defend the 1970

 Patént Act”; ‘but -<“Oppose the Dunkel Draft, which is further

ttack on the Indain people”.  ( Sim larly. we would not raisg'tﬂe
gan Defcnd the public sector”-—for that would generate
illusions about the actval nature of the so-called “Public” sector
—but would instead raisc the slogan “’QOppose privatjsation™.)

After reading the sentence “An ¢ lternative development policy
ri‘tehns..'....m:id ‘]}1‘0'Ji:4inn of employmant to all adullis °, one expects
that the following sentence will explain how in fact foreign
“technology is not important for such growth in productivity, that
“what is curcial is anti-feudal reforms in  order thst the creative,
‘inventive caﬁahilitics of the peasanty of the country be unleashed.
‘Instead; one finds the strange sentence : ““This will have to be
tased on* modern science and technology.  For this purposc,
‘worldwide exchange of rescarch/knowl:dge should be open/free’.

So, according to the article, our struggle against Dunkel
Draft is in order to ensure “frce worldwide exchange of research/
knowledge”’. ! -

All these statements are not being made mercly by one or
the other mass organisation, but by CP1 (ML) Jana shakti. And
therefore it is mecessary to consider them particularly seriously.
The above " exposition has become long.  for it was neeessary to
shownot only how the above stand on D nkel was wrong, but
also how the way of thinking that lay behiad it was wrong,

’ ' ) With revolutionary grectings
Centre of Comnuniist Revolutionaries of India
C.C.R.I. (MAHASHTRA).

, Lok Yudh’s rcply
- The following is an explanation regarding the comment by
the rgpr'eéénthtive of CCRI (Mazhar shtra) on the editorial p'ukbli-
;hed in the first issue of Lok Yudh. It is always good fo}r;this
;ypef ofupkosit,ive crilicism to be made on behall of one rcvo?uti,onary
Bl'giiﬁi‘s{athibn' regarding the argument/way of ,presentmg/st'ate-
ment (Marathi : L"‘maamlni”)by another revolutionary organisation.
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First:of all we ddmit the fault in the presentation of the article,
We are grateful to the CCRI for the fraternal feeling it has shown
toward Lok Yudh. LT Sty g

Although we canfiot place the full text of the letter before
our readers for lack of‘fspace', we “will try to give explanations
regarding the main points of criticisin made.

— Asaresult of the Dunkel Draft India’s sovereignty and inde-
pendence are beirg lost-—the objec on to this statement.

CPI (ML) Janashakii’s understanding is that India is not
truly sovercign and indcpendent.  In meking the statement that,
as aresult of the Dunkel Drafi, India will lose jts sovereignty
and independence, the crntext was the formal independence and
sovereignty (of India). Secondly, such a phrasing was used in
order to convey more powerfully the growing actueness of the
neo-colonial exploitation. However, we accept that among ordi-
nary readers there could arise a misunderstanding  about this,
'and even in political circles there is scope for doubis being
created about the Party’s understanding  as a result of the above
phrasing. We are grateful for the above alert criticism.

— The objection to the mcnlibn that the 1970 Patent Act be kept
intact.. . ; P Ao LR e
— Asaresult of taising the demand that the 1970 Patent Act
be kept intact the illusion is created that the prescnt patent law
is a.model one. We discuss the I)unkel* proposals on the- very
basis of opposition to ,ameg‘,dméntsftaathe -Patent Act. But we
have to accept our mistake of having presented the opposition
to the changes in the form of support.to the old laws.

— In regard to our demand for implementing an alternative
development palicy, you have criticised it, saying that raising
such a demand is to expect that, without a revolution, develop-
ment can occur within the existing' framework through policy
changes. (The following is a quotation from the Lok Yudh
editorial ;) “An i"al;témati"/é.&develdpinént policy means ‘a policy
which emphasises the stt;i.iiiefbk:"‘ use of‘natural wealth, the fulfill-
ment of the basic needs of all 1he beople, and ‘the provision of
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employmentto all adults. This will have to be based on.modern
. science and fechnology For this purpose, worldwide exchange

“of rescarch/knowledge must be kept free/open. Immediately.we
’ Qhould mfervere to ensure that the noose of the patent protection
docs not tlghten and that the 1970 P: ltCnt Act remains intact.”

i We have ahcady accepted the niistake in the above paragraph
of asking for the retention of the :xisting Patent Act. However,
* from this paragraph one cannot g:t the meaning that the under-
standing ‘of opposing the feudal order i not inctluded in  it.
Su‘m]ar]y, the revojutionary party cennot harbour expectations
'that throunh simply policy changes therc will be development in
thé: present order of things. Naturally, there is no rcason to bcheve
that the Lok Yudh editorial has iny such ides. Today in the
socna] economic, political and all o‘her fields we organise people
on many such demands which the present Government (Marathi :
sarkar) is  incapable of fulfilling. MHowever, it will not do to
f‘orget that only in the course of tuilding a movement on these
«demands that the people losc their 1uith in the present set-up and
‘wc can go forward in the dircction of revolution. ‘

An alternative developmient policy will have to be based on
‘modern science and ‘technology. Tlete is nothing confusing/
dlfﬁcu]t about this sentence. There is no need to ;.ﬂ(e lhe‘\;v‘o‘rd
‘Ymoden™ in this sentence to mear  “imperialist”. By ﬁmshmg
offﬁudallem it will be possible to give scope to the people’s
creative capacity. In the same way, we should not tule worldwide

exchange ‘and ' the developmental capatility of the Indian peop!e -

toibe contradictory, but complementary.

~ Lok Yudh’s editorial board welecmes the positive criticisms

‘you have made and hopes that you w 11 continue this effort at a
ogue of ldCdS

Lok Yudh no. 3

Organ of the CPI (ML) Janashakti,
Mczharashtra state committee..
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To " ~CCRD’s. Reply,.
The Editorjal Board o
Lok Yudh, "
Dcar Comrades,

Having read the thtrd 1ssue of Lok Yudh in wl‘uch a clari-
ﬁcatlon is given rcgdrdmg our cnticlsms of’ the editérial in the
first issue, we 'lpplccmted that our letter had been taken in'a
positive spirit. In the vitiated pohncal atmosphere of today,
where frequently political-ideological debates have been diverted
into trading of personal charges, this ' att;tude on the part of
Lok Yudh was rcﬁ wcshmo ,

However, we felt that the clarification was madequate to
answer the muin.questions we raised,.

’ :Our letter to the editor was, in fact, only about two ‘pages
long, and hence it would have been better for the reader if you
had printed it in full. Instead, you have left out the perspective
from which the lelter was written, and addressed the points only
as individual instances of phrasing/presentation, We had specifi-
cally mentioned that our. objective: was to show how the way. of
thinking behind: these phrases is itself wrong (whlch leads to
wreng practice), and we have outlmed the proper approach If
-our letter -were: merely  about . some slips in phi;aesﬂlr}g,_t}}cre wq:uld
have been [ittl: point in writing it .

Regarding; the clatifications vou have made :

(1) You say that, in talking of “sovereignty and inde'pen-

" dence”, what you were referring to was «formal soveréignty and
independence’”. Sccondly, you say that such a phrase was used

in order to more powerfully 'cohvey' the growth of nee-colohial

exploitation. But if you are referring to only formal.sovereignty

and :independence, is it not inappropriate to call in the . next

.sentenee: (as you have done) for “defending’ that so-caled inde-
. -pendence ? Rather than attempt to rally the people to defend
.a fake independence, our slogats should be : Oppose the Dunkel

.Draft, oppose this intensification . of imperialist plunder defend

i the, ppoglo’u intc-rests,z defend the natlonal mterest and ﬁght for
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true independence.
ifyéu wish to convey the growinz acuteness of neo-colonial
plund:r, the effective way would be 10 show how even the pretence
of formal appearance or semblance of independence and sover-
:._eigtny-is now being dropped —so horoushgoing s the neo-
, colonial assault via the Dunkel projosals. No doubt CPI (ML)
Janashakti's s'c ed position is that Iidia’s independence is only
" formal. But this position should not ilself be formal. Rather, it
.should be rcflected in propaganda- constantly exposing to the
masses how this “independence” has not real content, how it js
f}reciscly hecause we Irck independence that our _countr_v. is
“subject to eontinuing and growing imperiafist loot and mmtervention
-From reading the central organ of CPI (ML) Janashakti, it
- becomes apparent that the phrases ycu have used: are not acci-
“dental’ slips, but are part of a wrong approach. For example,
Whil_e many correct revolutionary formulations are contained in
“'the Q}ficfe‘ﬁ'on the Dunkel Draft in the June 1993 issue of Jana-
': "5':511'5]'{!5} and; the call of the All-India Convention of Peasant
.':'-'OFgé'rliséflionsw ‘against the Dunkel ' proposals (_printcd in t.he..l.uly
o' 19931 issue); ‘there is not a consisterit revolutionary per.spea.snve.
1 F(;)'i"ﬁl-'fﬁ’mﬁle',"ihe titles of these Picces(““Atterpts at recolonisation”
.}-’;'a'ﬁa' """‘R’ésist"attempts ‘at"‘recolonisation”) do not ‘reﬂetjt thgt
India Ei]réady has a semi-colonial stitus ; instcad they convey
~the ﬁndérstanding that India is ind:pendent. Similarly;, the
.=-pé§saﬁt’ifbrganisations' call states that f‘oxlly'ar.nass movement
.;'-,_ca'n"_t.:hqck_'.._the attempts by big powers at recoIonisEng t'}-1e F:o_untry
Ithrough Ith_e ‘Dunkel proposals”, On the face of it, this is a call
1. 10,defend. the country’s “independence”. | o
;-N'fh%;i:éﬁé‘;’?éﬁother ‘reason iwhy it is particularly import_ant to
: ‘zi’ssér-'t3 the Tevohutionary. understanding on  this score... In -the
~'ggitation “against ‘the Dunkel ~draft, th:reare strong.:'uien trends,
r"é%ompﬁsed' of ruling class/revisionist politicans, forelgr? f:unded
““voluntary”érganisations, etc. These tierds,, which are at (hc
""otent ore prominent and cstablisl'recl‘ among_the(pweople"t‘h“an
Y itfli;i't%v&ilfioﬂaﬂ'”trcrid, formulate thei. opposition to the Dunke]
T *50

Draft in precisely  such terms i resist recolonisation, defend

--India’s independence and.sovereignty, and : so on., They never

reveal to the people that India is already a semi-colonial country,
subject to feo-colonial exploitation ; that hence the only way to
oppose the Dunkel Liraft in a thorovgh going way js 1o build
up a selfreliant écono:ny, which in  tuin js only possible through
agrarian revolution. Similar is the duplicity Of ruling class
parties who claim 1o oppose the IMF-dictated structutal adjust-
ment, they attempt to show that the IMF loans ean be avoideg
by variovs temporary fixes and by boosting exports. Hence we
must constant]y demarcate from the ruling classes® sponsored
‘opposition’, even ag we concentrate our fire on the Government’s
policies.

(2) The'same wrong ‘understanding s reflected in your statement
that only in th: course of the people buildingamovement on
their demands (*“vhich the present Government, is incapable of
fulfillj ig”) do the peaple lose their faith in the present set-up and

€an we g0 forward in the direction of revoution. There js 5
crucial link missing here.

The process of the people Iosihg faith in the present sct-up
is not spontaneous—-or it would have long ago occurred on its
own, with no need of a rcvo'lutionary organisation, as class
struggle goes on on its own all the time, While left sectarians refuse
to. lead the people in struggles on their immediate problems and
instead merely’ jssue calls - for revolution, -revisionists 4rgue that
we must lead the people . in - Jegal €conomic struggles unti the
people on their own Jose their faith in legal means and in the
present order. Revolutionaries, by contrast, while leading the
people in their struggles for immediate demands, constantly show
to the people concretely how revolution is needed for 1he solution
of their basic problems. Thus thzy raise the people’s conscious-
ness through each battle, in order to win the war itself. This
task shapes the way we formulate all demands, slogans and
propaganda, and shapes the actual forms of organisations and
s'ruggle we adopt. It is precisely this perspective that is lacking
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. im:the editorial we have criticised.

FOr mstance if* we simply rals< specific demands —work for
~“aII‘ proper' use of natural resources, fulfillment of all basic
Tneeds, ete.we nclther generate illusions in the present set-up,
“‘nor he]p people to shed them. But we certainly generate illusions
whefi ‘we talk of these demands bema fulfilled by -an alternative
de\elopmcnt policy, and altogether neglect to mention the revo-
2 Jutlonary change which is a precondition. “Policy”, as we sdid
earlier, explicitly refers to choices vithin a given framework. In
fact, ‘this is" why the phrase is commonly used by all rulling class
opposition parties. ‘Revolutionary organisations instead call
for an alternative social, ecohomic and political order, which will
pursue an alternative path of development.

Therefore we wurge you comrades to look at these criticisms
not mérejy as questions of presentaticn or phrasing, but examine
" the wrong approach they embody.

CCRI (Maharashtra)
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June, 1993 isstie of The Comraife

.“] other areas may still find them | usefl.

Dunjab
--A Tighting Homage to Sevéwald Martyrs,
Dunjab

—Stroggle for Land And Against Police Repression.

Orissa
—Malkangiri Adivasi Sangh Holds Its ée&ﬁfd "(f(i)n’feréce.

Uest C.Bc’nga(

~Joint Statement By 13 Worker S Orgamsatlons On
Seplember, 9, Bharat Bandh. :

s

[ Editor’s Noie Reports No. 1 and 3 were received i“or tﬁé
rWhlch could noi ‘eomié
out) and have bﬁfcomc old by now Aﬂ the same, we have
1ncludcd them i m the m‘escr}i isstie assummg that tue comrades
h:l partlcu]ars the
report no. oné frony i’un}ab reialns its SJgnlﬁcancc as a
cft:p:etron of revoiut:dﬁary method of work ‘and prachce of
ass liné.]
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A Fighting Homage To Sevevala Martyrs
‘ —A Special Correspondent,

Twao.years have elapsed since. when on April 9,1991, a heavily
armed vgagg.ofv?;Khali:tarli terrorists attacked a. gathering of the
“Front against Répression and Communalism® at village Sevewala
in Punjab. The communal fascist terrorists, by indiscriminately
spraying bullets through Chinese assault rifles, gunned down 18
people and seriously injured more than two dozen people.

The killers responsible for Sevewala n assacre have themselves
been killed. ‘Having suffered even more humiliating political
death, they have been pushed into oblivicn, Contrary to it, the
heroic martyrs of  Sevewala emhraced a noble and glorious death
and continuve to throb into the hearts of thcusands of ever-growing
path-bearers of their cause. A first-harded repori of 2nd
martyrdom day celeberation of Sevewala ma rtyrs by this correspon-
dent is an ample proof to it.

ook ok ks ok

Two years ago, when this brutal massncre was cnacted, the
whole Sevewala village was engulfed by a1 ntense terror. The
pro-Khalistani’ group in the landed Jatt peasantry  was openly
threatening and bullying the ordinary peasin.s and village dalits,
Apart from intimidating and terrorising the villagers, it let loose
a malicious campaign of misinformation, slander and deliberate
lies aimed at tarnishing the image of the “Front” and driving
a :»'ve.dge Jb’etwcen the Jatt peassantry and low-caste harijan landless.
The “Front” and village dalits ‘were being accused as responsible
for the 'b]oc'):dy massacre.By inciting upper-cas te Jatt chauvinism and
class-hatred agaiﬁst the dalits, the Jatt peasantry  was being
instigated fo attack the dalits. Although some attempts were mude
to counter these Khalistani moves and som¢ intial gains we.e
made, it was quite inadequate’ 10 win ove- (he prejudiced Jatt
peasantry. Herculean efTort was nceded ever o extricate the ordi-
nary dalits from the clutches of Khalistani terror and to prepare
them for openly and boldly resisting the terror-tactics and bullying
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by the pro-Khalistani 'c]e‘me'nts.‘l For certain ‘Teasons, it remained
unaccomplished. : '

With the decline of the Khalistani terrorist movement during
the past two years, the overall sitnation in‘Punjab improved a lot.
The Klm]istani—tqrrbr no longer existed on ap earlier scale. But
s0 far as village Sevewala was concerned Khalistan; - terror,
more or less, was intact, The  reasons are too
obvious.‘ As grave and heinous a crime as Sevewala massacre,
invited no police reprisal. None of the local accomplices of the
Khalistani killer gang, its harbourers or known ':su‘pporters were
ever arrested, interrogated or beaten. The Jocal accomplices, of
the Khalistani killer gang were freely roaming about threatening
the people : “well, we have pot the people killed.
can.”

Do what you
The Khalistani terrorists continued to* ke sheltred even
after the massacre. A4p open and known pro-khalistani group,
still active in the village, went about intimidating and terrorising
the villagers in various ways. None of the villagers dared oppose
it.  That is why the bulk of peasants preferred to remain aleof
or advised not to hold the martyrdom annive rsary in the village,
when they were approached for their opinion-seeking,
The Prevailing Situation

The respective  state-leve) leading committee ‘of the “Front"
and the CCRI—a premier  communist revolutionary organisation
active in organising and steering the anti-communal and anti-
terrorist movement as vvell as revol’utioiiary movement in the area—
are said to h'flve undert.iken a comprehensive and concrete analysis
of the prevailing situation before deciding about the holding of
martyrdom function at Sevewala, During the course of kis visit
to the area, this correspondent had the privilege ol‘discussing at
length, with local CCRJ erganiser, the prevailing situation. A
summary of the related aspe:ts is vsorth reproducing here,

Assessing the present state of Khali'stani-r'hovemeut, it was
pointed out : Communal-fusc ist Khalistani terrorism is on the
wane.  Though highly debilitated, it s for from having been
tetally crushed. All objective conditions hecessary for itg
resurgence are still existent, Nonetheless, with the exposure of
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Khalistanite misdeeds bn -an unpreceder téd scale and consequently
its remarkable and almost total pelitical isolation, this variant of
teirori¢m in under: acute police pressure and is waging a defensive
.battlel for -sheer survival. With the killing of numerous notorious
‘téfreridts, ‘with ~severe curtailment in gang operations, dep_]e,rtib}‘l
‘of -strikinig power and disintegratior of organisational and
‘operationdl structure, fresh emrellment his totally stopped aPzi
JKhalistani terrorists .are on the run for their lives Relating
coricretely . this.- weakened Khalistani terorism to the concrete

conditions:prevailing at Sevewala it was obs:rved,sevewala is ne longer

“a soft target for a -desperate strike. In view of our organised and
persistent ‘résistance, determinatiom and thow of force as manifested
in‘earlier diiti-communal anti-térrorist programmes, we presunie
‘the Khalistani - terrofists would not daré attack at Sevewala.
Moreover;. Teafing retaliatory attacks, the local accomplices of
the ‘terrorists can hardly afford to co-ope:ate. Elaborate and tight
security -arragemefits would further «dissuade the terroists from
“andertaking such an adventure. Even then, if they dare attack
.at Sevewala, they will be repulsed with full might and taught a
bitter lesson.

Commeutmg upon the possible outcome and achievements,
. th.e spokesman observcd the situation is very tough and challeng-
ing. Yet it has a Imge revo!uhonary potential prowdmg real
possibilities: and opportumllcs for the advancement of anti-
.communal antl-terrm ISI democratic straggle as well as agrarian
. revolutlouary movemsnt, If democratic and revolulmnarv forces
exert themselvesm a bold and daring way, not only the terrorist
.elemcnts m the vnliage can_be isolated a1d cor nered and a firm
brcakthrough, 11’ 'i.li-).tlpnor to the programme th'm after 1t in
wmnmcr over a good section of the small and middle Jatt peasantry
“to the srde of‘ democratlc and revolutaonary forces can also be
made The posnt;ve 1mp'lu. of the proramme will rcrta:nly give
apush to tﬁe demowat:c aé well as democratic revolufionary
movcmcnl in the arca, if not on a greater scale.
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Later on, the initiative, activity and enthusiasm displayed by

the activists convincad this correspondent that the conﬁdence of o

the orgamecr was well-founded,

. Basmg on concrete assessment and analysis of the situation,
a final nod was given to the activists .to. go in and boldly prepare
for the programne, Thelocal .activists lmmedlate]y swung into
action and a process of consent taking and makmg was . Initiated.
The harijan basti of Sewe wala, where the function was to be
organised, became the initial battle-ground. A detalled report
collceted by this correspendent is summarised and presented here
to give a step by step account of the development.

The first task before the local activists was to seek the consent

»of the villagers in gencral and the residents of harijan basti in

particular for holding the martyrdom conference. As revealed
to this correspondent, a  secret meeting of 7-8 pro-party mass
militants of the harijan basti was held. The party organiser
encouraged the mass milivants fo express themselves freely and
frankly. The local mass militants were bitterly crtical of the
inadequate security a 'rangement; at the carlier gathering which led
to the heinous muss.acre. They felt humiliated. On the other
hand, an intense hatred for the Khalistani terrorists and a strong
urge to ‘wash away this humiliation were vividly evident. A
scli-critical appraisal of the carlier inadequate security arrange-
ments and other deficiencies made by the organiser on behalf of
the organisation softened them immediately and they listened him
intently. The organiser shared with them the conerete assessment
of the sitnation, the challenges and opportunities involved in this
situation and the need to hold mart:'rdom conference at Sevewala——
right at the place of the massacre itself. He unequivocally
assured them that all possible security arrangenents will be made
this time and to convince them he cited the experience of edrhel
such programmes at Jaito and Bhagtuana. He further assured
them that all possible help will be extended to them for their
defence after the programme. The mass militants, themselves
loaging for the programme, imamediately agreed. Rather they
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Wét;;!? very enthusiastic. A detailed invest.gation exercise was
undertaken in this very meeling and potential aliics and opponents
of th‘is"‘pf“ogramme in the village were listed. A concrete action
plan was drawn to win over the maximuni support, particularly
of the' harijan basti. Steps were enumerated to monitor and keep
tra'ck of the movements of pro-Khalstani elzments, :

~ The investigation of the village revealed that Khalistani terror
was Sfi]]‘Wx'dely prevalent on both the landed peasantry as wel] as
landless. A* section of the Jatt peasant house holds was under
the - ‘influence of pro-Khalistani group.  Only a tiny section of
landed peasantryi had lean sympathies with the “Front” or
revolutionary forces and even this section wes netwilling to openly
identify with the programme.  The rest of 1he peasant households
were‘indifferent or neutral.. As regards the harijans, theugh they
nurtured . intense hatred against terrorists, they, teo, were not
willing to take risk again.  However, they Lad sympathies with
the “Front” and revolutionary forces and could be won over wiil
relative ease..

Employing a method of work  consisting of achieving partial
victories; consolidating position by utilising these partial victorjes,
thus laying the basis for further victories ard method of influenc-
ing one by the another, a plan of work of intially concentrating
on the advanced elqmenrs of youth, then winning over the middle
layer and finally taking over the backward wau devised, This proved
very fruitful. Ina matter of few days, a major section of youth
supported the programme and a num ber of them started actively
wofkin g fot the programme.

A }‘urtller in'vest)'gation revealed that hurijan elders were
reluctant and ‘unco-operative because they betrayed a Jack of
confidence in ;the‘ ‘éapaci ty of the programme-orginis:rs in confron-
ting the terrorists. ~ They liad not oaly heard about but themsgelves
experienced formidable might ‘of the terro rists during Sevewala
massacre whereas the contending side had proved itself to be no
match for the terrorists in milltary combat. Mereover, to them the
programme seemed to be an impetuous act of a few loeal harijan
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youth which was doomed to be a sure flop.

A two-pronged plan was devised to win o ver this reluctant
yet sympathetic layer. On the one hand, a series of family meetings
were contemplated to allay their fears and misgivings and win
them over through argumentation ard persuation. On the other
hand, security plan was discussed with them in detail,Some weapons
were actually displayed in the karijan basti, It (Jicked,

The form of family meetings was chosen keeping in view the
prevailing specific situation. This was suitable for them to
cxXpress themselves in a free and frank masiner. Moreover, more
cnthusiastic and prepared members of the family could contribute
N a more pesitive way in influencing and preparing the hesitant
nes. Moreover, it was a means of establishing closer rapport
tind promoting mutual confidence. To begin with, those families
vere chosen for meetings, where for various reasons, it was rather
fasy to win them over. Their suppart was cited for further winm’ng
pver newer families,

In these family-meetings, all members of the family, including

. chi]dren and women, participated. Initially, male members

Exhivited  some reluctance over the participation of women and
hildren, but a little persuation made them yield. In these meet.
1gs, a process of informal discussions was adopted. By dwelling
n details on the prevailing situation, the inevitable need to change
!, the relative strength, limitations and wcaknesses of the two
onfronting camps of the people vs eremies, it used to be shown,
iving concrete examples, how the enemies can be confronted
iccessfully. T allay their fears and misgivings, security plan,
ate of the weapons and voluntcers and the strength of forces
upporting their cause all over Punjab were discussed in detail.
[keir class hatred, and the social humiliation they had te undergo
bere all sharpened. It was im pressed upon them how the success
fthe programme will Lelp relieve them of the domina_tion’and
error of the hawkish rich Jandewners and pro-Khalistanj sec.ions,
ow it will help smoothen the forward motion of thejr class
fruggle and give a boest to their unity and organisation,
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During these meetings each participant was, there and then,
individually assessed and a specific and concrete duty was assigned
to him.  Whereas male meribers were given  duties directly
connectd e ith the preparation 1nd execution of the programme,
Tt -l obtaining infor-

B! @
oWy s womnd the taqgl

onaboal L suspee o L o anarked enemy
houses, of feeding the external veluntzers aa0 act s cow . :
inculcated a sense of responsiblity and identification with the
programme.

The outcome of these famil -meetings was beyond expectations.
Inless than two weeks, the entire harijan basti, barring a few
families having ties with pro-K hilistani clements, was eathusiasti-
cally supporting the programme, BRut it was just initial sympathy
and support which had to undergo many tests and trials before
transforming into an active aid lasting support. And the frst

test came too soon. .. A sell-styieq. leader of the harijan basti—a _

known and discredited hircling of the valage Sarpanch and pro-
Khalistani elements, came in open opposition to the programme,

He boasted that he will se e the issue with lathies if the organisers |
of the programme did not releni. But soon, seusing the aggressive.

mood of the harijan youth, he changee his tune, “I will lead a
deputaﬁon to the D.C for stallite the programme charging it with
vitiating the atmosphere of the village™. A section of the enraged
youth. was eagrcto give him a sound thrashing.  An overzealous
you:f_lrl_plggdcd “allow me and h: shall be set right by the evening’’.
The leadership observed restraint and impressed upon the angry
youth that that was not the proper way of handling contradictions
.among the people. A section of the harijan elders reneged under
his threats of seeking the intervention of district authorities and
beggn,vascillating.

The Ieadersfﬁp to0k iniﬁwdiaté%’i‘éps to counter this move.
Thaéé fimilies weré immediately approached and set right which
were liable to be effected by his propaganda. None, not even his
family members, supported him. He was in  miserable isolation.
Suspecting it to be move of his pro-Khalistani mentors and the
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* need of instilling confidence in weak-hearted sections of the hari-
Jan basti. a 35-strong mass deputation, comprising mostly of the

" .members of martyrs families, was sent for secking official permi-

ssion for the programme. © With permission for the programme
‘having be:n granfed, the atm osphere again changed for the better.
The self-siyled leader had * to™ cut a 'sorry figure" and retreated

HHG seri,
Pro-khaiis:ani Klements Gear Up Opposition

With public announcement of the programme, the pro-Khal-
stani groups ir the landed Jatt peasantry, geared up its forces and
took to hectic activity, These elements were worried on many
counts. The success of the proposed programnme will put an end
to their terror and deminance and will lead to curtailment of thejr
nefarious anti-social activitics. They, feared that they will be

publically indicted from the stage as culprits responsible for co-opera

ting in the enactment of ghastly Sevewala massacre. This will
put their very lives in danger. Soin a desperate  bid to prevent
the holding of the programme, they wunleashed a two-pronged
attack. O the one hand, terror ta ctics were emyloyed to  instill
terror in the minds of the villagers. A campaign of deliberate
lies, veiled threits and rumours was  systematically stepped up :
“Militants have issued a press statemeat reitrating their firm
resolve to strike at Sevewala cenference.””. Yet another rumour
peddled was : Some militants reaming in the area were enquiring
" when was the programme going to be,héld. They were quoted as
having said that last time only 18 were killed, this time the toll
will be in handreds. - Even the police card was tried. The SHO
was quoted as having said " “Don’t worry, I will round up all
" the' boys befote the: progrmme and thrash them up. 1 will see who
dares held the- programu.e”. On the other hand, conscious
attempts were made to ‘incite class hatred and caste-chauvinism
‘dgainst the 'dalits, “The heads of these harijans ‘have turned.
“*Edrlier, théy got killed 18- people, Now, they are out to get the
viemaihinig “killed.” .. “Today, they are talking of holding the
programme; “Tomorrow, they will' demand RG. 70 inistead of 40
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as daily wage.” The landed peasantry was further incited, “A
churah (derogatory word for a low crgis harijan) with even a
stick in hand behaves uppishly. Now they have guns in their
hands. They will snatch your lands.” AY move was initiated to
get the permission for the programme rescinded by sending a
deputation of the village panchayat to -he district authoritics but
had to be discarded for want of leadership and dithering by the
panchayat. Nonethelees, with this one-sided poisonous propaganda,
the passions were inflamed and the projudices of Jatt landed
peasantry got further hardened,

With.the mass support of the harijans assured, the organisers
of the progamme planned to concentrale on the Jatt peasantry,
Keeping in view the disadvantagous facto- of non-existent links in
the landed peasantry and lack of effective  peasant mass leader, it
was planned to issue written propaganda material to counter the
rumours and misgivings wilfully spread among the peasants,
Secondly, the enemies consciously kept belittling the Strength of
the democratic revolutionary forces by n isinforming 1he peasants
that only a handful of harijan youth of Sevewala and Bhagtuana
are making mischicf. None else is going to come. The Jocal
prejudices and Jatt~chauvinism of the peasants insulated them from
paying any heed to what these local aetiv sts said or pleaded. To
cut into these prejudices, a denionstration of foree, drawn from
non-harijan sections of the area, was planaed, As per envisaged,
a contingent of 4C-60 upper caste youth of the area, was to be
sent among the peasants for postering and pamphletecring.

U:'lfdrtunalcly, the proposed plan failed to materialise, When
a group of 15 local harijan youth went for postering, the incited
and infuriated elements among the Jatt peus: ntry misbehaved with
them and tore down the posters and pamphlets. The youth kept
cool and thus foiled the conspiracy of pro-Khalistani group and
class and caste-chauvinist clements of a clash between (he Jatt
peasant and harljans and thus succesd-d in divering the attention
and in sabotaging the programme.  Notwithstanding all this, the
pamphlet was widely read and discussed in the village,
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This incident evoked a sharp reaction in the harijan basti.
Two diametrically opposite tendencies came to the fore, On
the one hand, a defeatist tendency reared up its head. The
aggressive and provocative behaviour of some landowners dishear
tened a section of the harijans, Particularly elderly people among
them. They bepan dithering and advocated the postponement of
the programme on  the pretext of vehement opposition by the
‘entire’ village. Thesc elements overestimated the opposition to the
programme and ignored or underestimated the [;()‘S’i_”\-'l’:‘.“;lll?]p:lct
that the success of the programme  will make, in softning the
landed peasant sections. On the other hand, a section of the
angry and impetuous youth grew impatient and advocated to go
it alone. “If the Jatt peasantry den’t fupport, let them not,
Leave them what they are,” they exclaimed. This youthful section
belittled the importance of the Jatt peasaniry without the broad
support of which pro-K halistaii and other die-hard enemy sections
can never be isolated and Jatt chauvinism be defeated.

As only less than a week’s time was left in the programme,

“and keeping in view the belligerent mood of some sections, the

task of winning over the Jatt peasantry was postponed till after
the programme. Now all efforts were to be coneentrated on mobijji-
sation of the harijan basti, A strike, if not a full-fledged attack,
by the terrorists to disrupt the programme could not be ruled ou,.
So, the tight security plan, wkich was originally scheduled to come
into force two days prior to the progamme, was immediately put
into operation.
Mebilisation ‘Campaign Picks Up

The entire harijan basti was undergoing quite commotjon as
hectic  and wide-ranging  political activity and mobilisation
campaign overtook the basti. A chain of fa.nily mée!ings, mass
meetings, individual contacts and street marches etc, was on, To
realise  full mobilisation and wipe out last traces of terror, the
women of the basti were drawn in.- A group of women activists
from the area was called in Sevewala, These cnthusiastic women
activists covered the entire basti like a hurricane. “Each’and every
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- women-of the basti was approacked and a good numker of them
. were actually drawn in the mobilisation efforts: Not contented,
. :these overzealous activists made forzys even into Jatt peasant
- homes, hotly argued with their women folk and put them on
defensive. A good numter of girls end wemen of the basti took
keen interest in security matters. By April 2, a day prior to the
programine, the mobilisation of the harijan basti was almost
complete and unprecedented.  The progremme, in real senss,
became a festival of the masses as “ar as the harijan basti of
Sevewala was concerned.
" State-Wide Prep: vations
The state committee of the CCRI, it w:s learnt, in an internal
létter issued to its ranks to pay homnage lo Sevewald martyrs,
reminded the ranks that these martyrs laid down their lives fight-
ing against the twin menace of reactionary terroristi which fight
is an inseparable part of the broad deniwocratic revolutionary
movement. A number of thesc martvre were communist fighters
" dedicated to the causc of emancipatior ' the people of India. It
¢alled upon thein to pay a fightihg 1omage to these martyrs by
‘incu]cafin”g their revolutionary virtues und holding aloft the banner
" of strugele ‘dgainst enemies of the people. It set the tune for
“coH]‘m"ijnis’t‘"rcvélnlionury ranks engaged in motilisation for the
‘Sevewala conference. '
~'A’'mass “meeting of activists, frora different walks of social
“1ife, 'was arrangéd on March 21 to yay homage te the martyrs of
Sevewala mass: cre and chalk out plani for wider preparations
and mobilionation for the April 6 :onference. More than 150
activists attended the meeting. Those who addressed the grather-
ing, in:luded Sh. Mohinder Singh, futher of martyr Jagpal Singh
com. Nachhatar Singh brother of nmaityr Karam Singh and two
., other comrades injured in the Sevewals firing. A 10 mémber prepa-
, ration committee was clected which organised compaign in labour
~.colonies, organised sections and local tizs of the'city poor. As a
;y,_bj'c‘sul“t of this campaign more than 307 p:ople from Bathinda city
later. participated in the programme,

(4

A shrheedi conference was beld in Rampura Phul on April 4,
to pay. homage to the Sevewala . heroes and ' mobilise people for
the Sevewala programme. . More' than 800 people participated.
Progressive plays were. staged by a drama fcam of Amritsar
Natak Kala Kender. The families -of two martyrs of Sevewala
massacre belonging to this area were’ presented with momentocs
conneeted with the Sevewala massacre. The local ‘truck ‘union
offered three truck free of cost: for carrying people to Sevewala.

Reports of similar preparations dlso cameé from other parts of
the stute, ;

Elaborate Security Arrangements >

Security was an issuc of prime concern for the organisers of
the programme and accordingly was accorded a top priority in
the cverall scheme of the programme. Though, deployment of
adequate and proper weapons and of trained volunteers was given
an important placing, vet the reliance rested on bringing into play
the initiative, innovative skills and energies of the broad masses of
people, The security became. ‘an  dctual concern as well. as an
active undertaking of the people. Gathering information about
the moves, motives and mo:<ments of the enewjes comprised an
important, part of the security, plan. In fact, it was the most
crucial aspect of the security jjetwork: upon which everything else
rested.  The harijan rmasses of the basti, . particularly women and
children, were the backbone of this wing and performed this task
with zeal and d:dicaticn.

To meet n eventuality, tight security arrangments both
defensive as w:ll &s combative, were made. A large. team of
dedicated volun'ecrs manned: this defence structure. Apart from
nearly two doz:n youth-of the basti directly associated with the

security structure, a large number of basti dwellers played their:
part as couriers, vigilance keepers, spying on the enemy and getting -

information about.il or in feeding the volunteers etc.

A day prior to the programme, the entire basti and the site
of the programme was tightly sealed. - Vigilance cum security

posts, erected on the roofs of the exterior of the basti with sand
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1bags since about a week, were  extended. Trained volunteers,
- assisted by locals, manned these defence istallations, Barricades
were,ﬂcrected;in the lanes and by-lanes t» regulate the entry and
check the intrusion of any suspicious lcoiking and aljen elements.
These - barricades were  provided cover by armed volunteers
ﬁ)OSitioned onroof-tops. At night, the sircets and neighbourhoods
‘were lit by powerful search-lights.  All secy rity  posts were connac-
ted by a special signal system. Any suspicious man or moveme: t
detected at one spot, could immediatcly he transmitted as 4
danger signal and the whole sceurity $e-Up cot alerted in no time.
A network of courjers raced from one-spot to ano- her cxchanging
news and information. Ajj posts  had 1s own comimancers and
an operational zone operating under a unifying higher command,
On the day of the programme, entry was strictly by identity

passes issued by the security committee. The volunteers foiled
the attempts of Plain clothes or uniform el policemen to sneak
into the programme., Vehicles were parked in a security zope
afier thorough checking. The police and paramilitary forces, on
their own, luid an eéxternal ring.

5% fCommen‘ting’ on the security arrang:nients, an elderly man
was heard Saying, “the terrori sts can only come by helicoprers”,
A supporter of  the l‘evomtionary movement  living  abroad
commented. -*“It may ‘ be ‘much easier to crors fhe border of a
country. than énter the programme”,

EEDT TS
-6th " April, the day of martyrdom conference approached.

The harijan Dharmshala (Chaupal or a community hail), the
site of the 80ry massacre and now a venug for the conference,
freshly white-washed and decorated with req flags, banners and
buntings, presented a ‘beautiful look. Huge slogans like “what
if 18 were snatched, thousands more are there to take their
place”, “Rely on your own to protect yourselves, rather than
looking upto the governments”, “If you want to live, learn to
struggle and die”; “Down with Khalistan. and state terrorism”,
Long live the Mmartyrs  of Sevewala” etc, were painted in red on
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the boundry wajjs as well” as- on the Dharmshala building, Tle
spacious compou, 4 of the Dharmshala covered with canopies
and carpets spretd- on the ground, served ag an epen conference
hall. The ground, on:aj] Spots where valjant heroes of Sevewala
had laid dowaq their lives, wag marked by a ped of red sand
and red flags, Amijdst flower petals, name plates of the martyred
caromdes were placed: A “0mmunity kitchen served ‘cooked und
packed sweet rice to 'he participants, The enthusiastic activists
of neighbouring Gonja; g area not only volinteered to undertake
all kitchen dutieg but also bore g the expenses of the kitcher.

Nearly 50 Youth of the harijan basti, on full-day duty, were
on their toes performing various duties. Nearly 15 of them had
been performing whole-time duties for the past 10 days or so,
Nearly 15 children ated between § and 15, serving as couriers,
were racing to and fro taking and bringing messages. Women
of the basti had been regularly feeding nearly 30 activists and
volunteers who had come to lend a helping hand in preparationy
Ot security, The entite harj Jan  bastj, particularly the women and
children, brought valuatle information of the tnemy eamp gas
they visited their hoyses for daily chores. The basti was in ful]
mobilisation, Moreover, more than 100 youths, as disciplined
soldiers, volunteered to takg diﬂ‘c;rcnt assignments, missing the
conference proceedings.

From the home village of martyred Com. Megh Raj Bhagt-
uana a contingent of 7¢ men, women and children suppﬂrling
red flags and escorted by girl volunteers sporting guns reached

numbering more than 150, staged an impressivc marcl, with
red flages and guns in hands, through the harijan bastj raising
sky-renting slogans tefore entering the pandal. The Khalistanj
terrerists, by spraying bullets on the people of these two villages
at Sevewala, had intended to make these beople beg for their
lives. Contrary to it, these people in much bigger numbers, were
challenging and deriding at Khatistanj butchers.

By 12 O’cleck, the entjre compound was ful] to the brim with
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participants. More than 3000 people had already arrived. A no-
. table feature of the gathering was its class composition. More
t‘mn two-thirds of the gathering was from amongst the agriul-
. iabgurers industrial labourers, electricity workers " and
o . toiling sections, pointing to the social base of democratic
dnd 1ev01ut10na*y movement. More than 300 women d]SO’ partici-
A pated in the programme.
At -12:30,2Japal Jassi, the
stage-for.formally starting the proceedings.
family -members of martyrs to coie onto the stage.

sceretary of the stage took the
He requested  the
They took
their places on the stage amidst slogan-raising by the cntire parti-
cipants.  Apart fiem Com. Amolak  Singh, stale convener of
the “'Front?” gs .well as of Shahcedi Yadgar Committee organi-
sing this conference, Sh. Mohinder father of martyr Jagpal
Smglh IIqrjmdu Singh 4 state  committee member of the “Front”.
activist and a witness to the massacre, a

Singh,

Bibi Suman a woman

9p0k<sman of the Inqlubi Ekta Ko:nder, addressed the gathering. -

A CuItuml troupe of Mapali Ekta Samnaj. Sangeet Mandh Bhadour,
folk singers of Chhajli troupe, and many girl singers including
the daughtcr of Shakeed Megh Raj,
songs and poems.

- Com. Amolak Singh, in his 35 minute— duration well-worded
and impressive speech, exhorted the people to rise against the
menace of state-terrorism and Khalistani terrorism. Hé also
cautioned  the people .about the ncfarious activities of communal
forces bent _upon engincering comriunal riots. With convincing
he exposed the hollowress of the Khalistani misin-
formatlon and slander campaign abed at poisoning the Jait
peasantry against the “Front” and revolutionary forces. The
stagefsccretary,__.‘qought the co-operation of the people for raising

argumentq

a befitting memorial in memory of the martyrs.

The atmosphere in the pandal became highly emotional and
touching when the clock struck 205. It was the time when the
killers  had  launched bloody —assault at The stage
sccrctu‘ry, in an impressive and cmotional bricf speech, delineated

Scvewala,
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paid their homage through

‘¢ome :to a grindifig halt,
thousands of ‘clifichadl fists “and renting

the significance of martydom of Sevetvala heroes and callcd upcn
the audience to observe ‘oné-minlite silence in memory of slain
comrades. A’ héavy silefice 'prevailed. It ‘seemed as if life had
The silence was broken by raising

the sky with slogans.
Tears rolied down' the ¢yes of mhny participants. At exact

3 O’Clock; the programiiie was for mally declared over. The partici-
pants, in a disciplined way, set en tHeir return | journey to home.
EEEEE A

As regards participation, drscrplme, eecurlty, enthusiasm as
well as speeches, in all respects, the programme was a great success
for the participants. They werc rcturmng home with ‘unbounded
enthusiasm and raised hopes. A comment by a participant repre-
sented their “Cut of mnumerable programmes [ have
attended till today, the programmc held at Doraha Jast year was
the most impressive and successful. Now Sevewala has excelled
and outdorie all.”

views,

The harijan basti of Sevewala was agog with joyv. They felt
as ifthey had won a big battle. Their self-lespect and self-confi-
dence knew no bounds. THey held their heads high in self-esteem

The most self-assiring and encouraging thing for the revoli-
tionary activists’ and front workers, engaged in the preparations
and mobilisation at Sevewala, was their achievement in turning a
most unfavourable 'utuatlon mto a revolutionary and favourable
situation. Tt was the result’ of tmplemcntmg mass revolutionary
line in a:very adroit ahd-sagacions manner. Children, cldcrs, men,
women, the cntire population’ ‘of’the- haruan basti was ihoroughly
stirred.  Everybody: identified- with™ the programme, participated
and contributed his worth in his own’ way:

ta

A'major political * achievement of this sr:rrmg experlcnc\. was
that for those who closely* watched the' devc!opmenl at Sevewala,
it settled the - qucstlou- of ' mass" rcvdtutionary line vq squad action
controversy. The' Sevémnlu experientd reaffirmed their i‘alth in
mass'» revohutionary: line,' = A" supporter of squad actlons and
follower of “Lal- Tara” mohthly, wis ‘uhequivocal in admitting,
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“what we  have achieved in Sevewala, could have never been
acHi‘eved by a squad action.”  Another carswhile student lead,r
and now g practising lawyer commeted : “Thjg experience has
affirmed - my ‘imshakable confidence 'n  mysq revolutionary line
and  peopl.g’ power. Squad action g too insignificant tq be
COmparable to jt,* A studcent group,  which volunteered for
security dutjes, fummed up their joint experience, “We came to
realise the formidatble force of mop lised péople and mass revo-
lutionary ipe. This valuable expericnce  has strengthened  our
conviction in mags line.”

The encmy camp, never expectingy such an impressive show,
wis dumb-founded. The ordinary pea;ants were highly impresse
by the numker of participants g well &s armed volunteers. One
of them Jamented, «qp even - one-tentht part of these weapons
had been deployed then, the tragedy viould have been avojded.”
The anti-lahoyr rich Tandownears were shaken to the core fearing the
inevitable demand ror higher wages by tha harijan labour m view of
their enhancey unity snd Organisation.

So far ag Specific political gains are concerned, g Significant
head-way was made. Tle parly succeeded o establishing a genera]
Support base in (pe harijan bastj, Mcenys g bromising youtl are
drawn on (o the track  of class-politicyl consciousness. A regular
village volunteer forec jg in the ofling,

Payt 1
u The Struggle Goog Cn

A very brief ang sketchy portrayal cf the post-programme
developments at Sevewala is given here,

Wixth the successfu] completion of the may yrdom programme,
wheat-harvesling operations began jn full swing, The entire hari-
jan basti 80t busy in thege harvesting operations. Only few
volunteers remained for security during day time, Nearly two
dozen volunteers, (jred from day-long Iabour, continuous]y
volunteered for seeurity ang vigilance dutics in three-hour shifts
each night, The security guards remained ir (acjy Posts throushout
the night. This Security system operates to tais day.
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The POst-programme period can pe devided into three phageg
depending upon the different tasks handjed in them,

A. Efforts To Win Over The Jatt Peasantry:

The task of winning over the ordinary Jatt Peasants which
was left incomplete before the brogramme, wag again taken up.
Under the encourging impact of succéésful brogramme, the misled
and infariated ordinary Jat beasants ha mellified to 4 great
extent. Apqd S0en there wag an Opportunity to reduce the Mistrut
and gip between the two COmmunities, The bhog ceremony of
a2 Sevewglg martyr wagq being observed by his family memberg
.belonging to the Jatt community on orp, April, They Publica]jy
1nvited village people through the village Ioud-speaker. This
Opportunity wag immcdiaztely seized, A contingent of 40 men ang
women from the harijan basti of Sevewala and neighbouring
village Bhagtuang attended the Bhog ¢eremony apd offered flowers
before the photo or martyr Harpa] Sing. The family of martyr
behaved very well and wag pleased,

A written»app«:a] by the Front was issued to the Ordinary Jatt
Peasants calling upon thern not (o pe misled by mischief-mngers
an.d selfish elements bent upon driving a wedge between ‘the two
toiling classes of landed beasants apd agriculturaj laboyr, The
aims and objective; of the Front were Projected. Tpe Need for 4

activists and widely dJlSCLlSSCd witlt peasant groups. Some Peasantg
Supported the appeal. Individyal meelings were held  witp those
pcasants who haq bositively Tesponded to. the appcal. Ag Peasants
were busy with harvesting of wheat, g mass contact campajgn wag
not possible. An attempt was made (o mobilisc the martyrs’ fami-
lies and sober elemenss among tle Jatt beasantry, pyt it did not
make much head-way,

B. Enhkanced Danger :

As contact campaign with the Jatt peasants was onm, reports
about the movments of suspecte terrorists in the village began to
pourin. A fey such suspected clements were even located. Thjg
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posed a grave danger to the security of aclmsts..‘ 1‘:;_;;:}%:i3
wascalléd off, SECQJ'jty was tightened and more a .
volunteers were inducted. ' B
The Front had exhorted its supporters to‘ <::c_;n(;:r1rt'>$1;§ ;):(Z I;i;g{:
labour in donation. Despite h;avy Qddsn, t]?;él,al:w(s;cn g ,for
ragingt.rejii‘:]n::qpoige lntz;n}_:ﬁics)nt:;’: l]:lllionr donation call. Oﬁhc’:s
hfgl‘:i(;gdt(; donate a day’s labour some ot! er da.yi ASSH:;C h;:;;;
P- g was on, a batch of s'uspe‘cted‘ men  was Ii?C::t?téfl(‘l.(iVi:zl({}:(i A ]afge
:::;;ici(r}us c!’(’n_‘!cnts were trached. A) fx E ;cin(r;:;_‘oﬁm: e
l-"”m.t:’;"?.r b4 megs-l:ip'ﬂ(l)!‘t::'i:rﬁ;eh:iirdI;Z;’vcstirug supporters. The
gualrdswcre p?rfbtiffied kept singing revolutionary songs an:‘
i:i?l(:;z:gar:e .It wz‘ls a festive harvesting. The day passed of
‘L,;thoutany incident. . | T
S fén May 5, many SUSpiCiOUS-lOOk'llIg (.ine/r;tv\nig,ht .”.]O‘Iemem
i ' red alert was issued. Aj s ‘
k: mc.sunﬂow?r'ﬁidsc.k/:l::i({]s near the harijan !',a.:';fi ulzltrmed the
i SUSP'C‘O‘”_ k seemed fo be a real possibility. To thwart
Yg;limem’ A" jii‘;:::g\ was resoited to ty the volunteers. After a
’tg 'Pr?ﬁ;]?glgizf}ur Iﬁring in the alr was again resorted to by th;:
f{l{:’:tn:{‘c:;q?foéh\\:mt any regrouping on the part of suspecte
lEI{:l,:]:lic:lfll::::h.respbnse of the landed peasan:ry and hf,trijau ]an(:ll[i;?ets(;
e . dimetrically opposite. Thz labouring an : ,
tl]}l(?)ﬁnpg:wasi ned and ever more confident of repulsing atny
hf}ﬂj@pﬁ_fﬁ“- I~'e‘.afxsljlllethf:ir 'enemies.i They, one and ali, includnTg
oy on"t*‘h(':m 3Llled ‘and asserted their right to use weapons  in
mesn‘:h&]y \ng' er to their lives ard justified  the ﬁrmg. on
ther O;:jgrave 'andg d peasantry, on the other hand, grew panicky
o P?ft‘- '_Fhf o 'ero}:rocation on the part of the hartjans. . The
o tOOk' = 'as aci?ich landewrner sec:ions were most infuriated
pro-Khah?tal’llfhez;n felt .humi]iated and insulted and Iaunﬂcihetd t(a:
a ’ . . o ‘ . s T
32}111‘;:; slander, campaign to, incite passions. A futile effo

t the v . . { A5 iSO t;lkc 1 U[) Lln(l Cveil
{ f n COEI tSCI'll(,d ,\r 4 .‘7 [u ! ‘
'i",‘ft !IE.' I..rl_‘_..l‘ R rftde o 1 1
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© Was ‘approdcled. “The' sy
" succéded mAvidéning the
N o ’Aﬁehlpts:'ﬁt'ﬂ:écuncili&:tion :
As tension prevailed, a d
“Front” from Moga, on his own
mission with the explicit objectj i

‘Thistrust ang misg ivings Fetween the ordinary Jatt peasants and
labouring harijans while isolatlng the few culprits. The objective

was laudable. He launched one-man  satyagraha to put moral

bressure on the Jart peasants to  make up with the harijans and
was achieved. Though, the front

refused to cat (i)l (fe objective
and revolutionary forges differed with him on the method and form
During a week-

of struggle, yet they extended full support te him.
age, he was able to garner wide

long course of his stay in the vill
support for his missioy. A reconciliatory move was injtiated,

A leaflet was published by the “Front” in the form of an open
letter explaining  and Justifying the firing  while regretting the
inconvoniencc thet the village folk might have experienced after
the sudd n firing, 11 was pointed out in the leaflet that suspected
terrorists are stj]] being harboured in the village by some famil,es,
They pose 4 grave danger to the security of the village in genera]
and harijan bast; in  particular, These families, 'sheltering
suspicioys elements, are the real culprits for causing ténsfon,and

mistrust, Unless these families Stop sheltering such eléihén'ts,
peace and security of the village will remain in Jjeopardy.

It was further pointed oyt in ‘he leaflet that so far, the*Front”
has desisted from publically naming such famijlies as it would be
misconstrued ag Co-operation with the police which the ¢ Front**
takes as “politically suicidal™ and contradictory with its too wel]-
known approach of relying on the péoﬁle. Yet, if the people so
demand, it js ready to devildge ' the names of such psople and
details of slléltel'ing such elements in the assembly of people. The
“Front" demanded that'these indicted families be made to assure
tac'village people that i future they will not shelter
with suspected ¢lements and if foung violatihg,
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g tension and removing

Or co-operate
will be punished



and black-listed by the people. The “F-oat” will reciprocate by
lowering down or even removing all irkscme and seemingly provo-
cative defence installations, The “Front’ assured the people that
it will coutinue to work for easing fension and building unity,
solidarity and mutual co-operation among all the people of the
village,

The leaflet proved a bolt from the blue for the enemies.
' They: got panic-stricken. But they vairly tried to assume bold
face. Cracks in - the enemy camp were coming to the fore. One
such family apologised and assured to the panchayat in the pre-
sence of the. front supporters that it will never harbour or co-
operate with the suspected elements.

The reconciliation attempts were on. /A conciliation committee
came up. On its insistence, the “front™ named some of the most
aggressive harbourers. Barring onc unrepenient person, the others
assured the essembly of village people that they will not shel'er or
co-operate with any suspected ¢l ments. They pleaded that if any
doubt or misgiving arises, they should be given chance to explain
und redress. it. They even impressed upoen the Front to remain
vigilant and ever-jrepared including kecping intact the present
defense structurea.

The situation has eased enormously, yet, the “Front” has
miles to go before its cherished objectives are fuliilled. The strupgle
goes on. —0—

Struggle For Land And Against

Police Repression
~—A Correspondent

- Balahar Vinjhu is a small village near Goniana town of
district Bathinda. There are 18 acres of Govt. land in the village
that had always been leased to the agricultural labourers of the
village on annual contract. But this time¢ the govt. had decided
to sell such lands through open auction. This decision of the
8ovt. gencrated an intense resentment among the entire Harijan
community of the village and they resolved to resist this nefarious
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move of the govt. But there was no organisation of the agri-

' cultural labourers in the village. So, they approached the leaders

of the Pendu Majdoor Union (which is now working in the name
of Punjab Khet Majdoor Union) and Jocal leaders of the electri-
city workers.

Initiation Of The Struggle

With this started a series of meetings, rallies, and demons-
trations along with writing of slegans in the village. Funds were
raised and a committee was elected for the ensuing struggle.
An appeal urging upon the authorities for leasing the concerned
land only to the agricultural labourers, was got signed by the
whole of harijan community, large sections of the jatt peasantry
and by the village panchayat as well. A deputation consisting of
70-80 men :nd women, under the leadership of the Union, met
the district commissioner and hardcd over this appeal to him.

Though the auction slated for 27th of May was postponed,
the Union decided to intensify the struggle so that the authorities
may bte further pressuriscd to concede the demand. A Icaflet was
published and efforts were made for stepping up the mobilisation
within the village and for listing the support of agricultural
labourcrs and other justice-loving people in the entire area. And
at the peak of this mobilisation campaign, a deputation consis-
ting of 250-300 men, women and children, under the leadership
of the Union, met several authorities at the district headquarters
including the concerned tehsildar (revenue officer), who got enra-
g'd on sceing so huge a number of the deputationists and tried
to bully them : “Why have you come in so great numbers ? Why
the women and chiliren are brought ? Do you want to threatcn
us” ? And on noticing no eflect of his Bﬁllding. he cllzlnged his
tone : “We are bound by the gov*. orders. We will have to do
what the govt. wants. Approach the high ups.” Deputationists
resented his behaviour, held a rally and raised militant slogans
at his gate and came back with a resolve to further step up
mobilisation.

Initial Victory
On July 8, the tehsildar came to the village for auction, but
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cou.d not hold it, sensing the mood of the agricultural labourers
and the support to their demand on the part of a large section off
the peasantrv, under the impact of which even those who. have
come for bidding  alco said that (he land should be given to the!
agricultural labourers, So, the tehsildar had to declare that the
land will be sold to agricultural labourer op the next date for
auction (July 26), if they were pepared to buy it at the lowest
official bidding (40 thousands per acre) and pay one fourth of
Stm  on the spot. The agricultural laborirers responded  fto the
offer positively and arranged  the raquire | money by selling their
house Lold belongings such as grainy, aninals and orcaments efc.

Congress Leaders Irkog

The congress leaders of the arca viewed this decision of the
tehsildar as a threqat to their social Cominance aad vote bunk in
the village, as thejr local workers amor g the agricultura] labourers
were active in the struggle and waro getting influenced by the
+ Union, and the leadership of the njen Was getting establishec
among the agricultyrai labourers of thz area, that posed a poten-
tial danger to their buse and vote bink amoag them in the entire
irea. So, they approsched their  bosses in the ecapital and urge:" | 7
upon them to give the Lind to the labourers through the agency
nl“rhc congress party, i at all it was o be given to them. The
-bosses, in turn, pulled up the distriet authorities, who themselves
did not want he militant union of e agricultur] labourers
to get itsell established in the arca. The new  approach of the
rulers and the authorities was quite cvident from the attitude of
the district commissioner on July 26, vihen he told the deputation
of the agricultural labourers : “Land wil( be sold only through
open auctien ; We have made N0 premise, if the tehsildar had
‘made any, T will punish him. Approacl, the MLAs and Ministers,
if you really want land™,
‘ New Phase Of Stn igole

This changed attiftyde of the authoritjes further increased the
Tesentment : among the agricultural Ia Jourers, who met, in the
evenlng, It a meeting of the entire héerijan community under the
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"+ leadershipoftthé: Union and-iresolved: ta fight to- the: finish for
" thespiece of Goncerned Jand: =As a: resnlt; the whole of community
7 wentto the: flelds +and» hoisted: the flag' of :the Union there - Arran-
. gements. for -the *protectien of.ithe flag were: made, while ihe pre”
", parations. for a-long draWnas!ruggle werestepped up lhroughoul
" the area. Sensing- the . possibility. of police attack, the mobilisation

of women was specially, -stressed.
- After iseme days, some of‘---'thc"ag'g-r'ib-ulm'i‘alf Iabéurcrs;stmted,

~atitheir: own, -the’ Paath (reciting from religious scriptures) there,
“while seme iothers, instigated ' by’ the BSP workers, instilled the
~statue - of Balmik ' in the fields. Tempted by the''tempo * of the

struggle, - parliamentary. pelitical --parties " also;started: intefering
for getting their foot-hold ' among” them." At “this; the leadership
of the union «xplained to the agricultural. labourers as to how

* -such attempts - (Paath: ‘and -statue-etc.) " can give a. handle ‘to
‘h-opportunist pelifical forces - to .divide - and-. divert" their struggle.

The: - labourers. got convinced.:and. ~resolved 1not ty allow such
attempts or parliamentary. parties to interfere.with their struggle. in
- future. ;

~On the other: hand  the ‘authorities - fook to the -repressive
measures:at-this:stage: In: this ~dontext; CAugust 4, the day ‘of Bhog
(conssumation) ceremony of the: Paath became point of tensjon
between the leaders of the unien and the authoriti¢s. While the
former have. deoided. to convert. this | ceremony into a huge public
- conference and have started energetic preparations for jt thronghout
the area, the- latter had decided to foil this attempt and had
a'dopted two _ p.roglge:d strategy —first,. by arresting. the.leaders and
activists “of th¢ Union .to disrupt their- preparations. for the con-
ference and secondly 'by(not -allowing.thc.assem_bly to be held at
any cost.

- Consequently,- 70.80. zmen .- from: ‘“the -'CRP were-posted at
»thesite of the Paath; while the ~movement. of . the /police to the
fields was increased with the intention to artest union achivists.
-But the agricuitural labourers were equally vigilant. They would
~rush ta the fields in great numbers, whenever the police happenied

71



- to be there. It happened thrice in a few days time. One day, the
police went to the fields and arr:sted one of the electricity

workers present there. 60-70 wo ncn of the Iaboim’ng community

instantly rushed to the fields anl pheraoed the police Jjeep. The
poiice threatened to open fire ut the women did not budge.
Thus, a clash with the police hecume imminent, which the Jeaders
of the union present there wante] to avoid at this stage, as they
knew ..that the police, in the given situation in Punjab, have
been given so wide powers ani a free hand in dealing with
situations that they can £o to any enpth in suppressing the people
and the fledgling Union was not yet in a position to withstand
such a severc blow at this stage. So, they asked the women to
let them go and gether at the police station with further mobili-
satfon of the people.

Asa result, 250 people assembled at the gate of the police
station, gheraoed the P.S. and rai<ed militant slogans demanding
the release of ‘the driested worker. The police was adament, while
the people were equally determind. S0, a very serious tensjon
prevailed there for 2 to 3 hours. But, thima’lely, the police had
to yield before the pressure of 1he enraged people, and rele se

.« the worker unconditionally. The inzident boosted the moralc of

the agricultural labourers, who hell a victory rally in the village
at night,
~As a part of its attempts nct to allow the Union to hold

“rutpublic conference at the fields on August 4, the police raided,

". authorities

on August 2, the houses of many activists of the Union and
e]ectricfty workers and succeeded in arresting five electricity
workers. At this, a large number o° people went to the cocerned
‘police 'station and demanded their release. But as the workers
had been sent to Bathinda, the district headquarters and the

assured "to release’ them on the next day, the people
" gathered there held a demonstration in the town to register their

" . resentment and came back.

On the night of August 3, a day before the date of the
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public conference, the authorities rushed 400-500 security ! men
(Police, CRP and homeguards) to the village. The village was
totally sealed, all buses and trains leading to the village were

~searched. So,nobody was allowed to go to the fields. The Policg itself

arranged for a priest and the conssumation ceremony  6F the
paath. The lea Jership had pre-judged that the authorities won’t

allow the confer=nce at the fields, so they had m~ade alternative
arrangements for holding the gathering in the village itself which
they successfully did.

The next day, 225 people, under the leadership of the
Union, went to Bathinda, where the arrested electricity workers
were kept, and got them released uncondltionally by pressurising
the district authorities.

E:xposure Through Experience

August 13 was the next date for auction. So, the Union
started energetic preparations for it and as a final step of these
preparations, decided to organise a militant d2mostration at he

“district head—-quarters at Bathinda. On the other hand, the Joca]

congress leaders stepped up their propaggnda7 which they had
been making from the very biginning ,of the struggle to save their
vote bank amorg the agricultural labourers, that the govt. was
willing to sell land to the labourers but the Union leadrrs were
instigating the Jabourers against the govt. and thug harming their
cause. They started spreading the canard that Gulzar singh, the
congress minister belonging (o0 the area had assured them that
the August 13 auction would pe cancelled and land distributed
among the labourers provided they cancel the demonstration to
be held at Bathinda on August 12, The congress leaders were of
the firm opinjon that the agricultural labourers would not cance]
the demonstration, as they have never listened to their ‘advice’
to desist from ralljes and demonstrations ‘instigated’ by the ‘out
siders’ on so Mmany eccasions. Thus, they will be able to blame
the union for ‘spoiling’ the cause of the labourers. The unjon
leadership saw through the trick and decided to make the labourers
see through it through their own experience. They explained to
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1.4 theiwworkers,”what ' these, leaders. wore. upto-and asked them to
. aécgbt t]ﬁeir offer..So. a puﬁ]icmeeting of the labouring commuynity
was; called, . that decided -, that if Gulzar singh can ensure the
: t1on Aof'} Iahq ;to; the. labourers,  they are-prepared to cancel
st the said,ﬁéﬁbmtrat,ion ‘This decision put the . cong. leaders . in
atlghtcomer and it was due only to the indefinite ‘strike of
« the PCS officers in Punjab that the auction was cancelled and the
“: Cong ,Ie‘adeljs,.w'ere temporarily saved {-om complete exposure.
Struggle Against Police Ilighhandedness
With the arrest of Tarsen, the 1ncst prominent leader of the
i Baléﬁar Vinjhu  s<truggle, this struggle for land entered the phase L
- of ﬁght ggaxj‘n\st police. repression. Tzrsem, who had become an E
eyesoar of the police because of his prominant .role in' the .
Balahar Vinjhu struggle  and specially rduring  the successful 3
attempts at getting the arrested workers reieased, thrice, under 5
‘;Eimass’:pr"eSSure; was arrested when le reached tlie P.S. leading
a deputation of :the nearby village of Mechma Serza, who were"
! being ‘harassed by the police on th: pretext of investigating a
E?Tmﬁi'dérf’cdsei' ik
’ As the newsof Tersem’s arrest rel:ched Balahar . Vinjhu,, 1 50-
' 200 people glzrlhcrcd at the gate of the P.S. wiihin an hour or so.
" The S.}-l‘.O.' did  not come. out to face the people, so they held a .
u'jr:‘allly apd'_lgh_a‘llp'ﬂnstr'ation i the town.-Tersem was severely beaten |
l by -the police and-they inflicted deep injuries on his -thighs. They ;
Ip(essunsedhlm to leave the area, bul he scornfully. refused to
' ;'dog.sg; {
;;Acht!‘ day, a deputation of zgricultural labourers * and !
«--¢mployees ;met the district authorities, who asked the'S.H.O. to f
i-free all: men-.arrested from ‘Mchma Serza’ and stop repression on
‘. Tarsem. The . police was prepared to release Tarsem also; but
« .on the ‘condition - that no legal or mass action was taken against
r-rthe police. But: this offer was scornfully ‘declined. On August 28,
At was known ‘that-the concerned D.S.P. Las come to thg P.S.
: ,\W_bmcn of- Balahar ‘Vinjhu rushed t3 the P.S.*and within an
yhour. .ot so r a Jarge gethering -assembled -there and started sit.in
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demonstrationt, which was lifteC only at the firm assurance of
the D.S.P. that Tarsem will definitely be released on 29.h of
August. But, nothing haprened on that day also.

So, the Unjen decided to organise a militant demonstration
2t Bathinda on Septt. 2. The police, in Fact, was not prepared to
ielease him, untill his injuries were healed. But it was becoming
dificult to keep him in custody for much longer. So, they
implicated him in a fulse Casc and sent him to Bathinda Jail, and
on the other hand obtained a false certificate from the cjvi]
hospitul that he was acrested in an injured siate. 1In this changed
cedition the Union decided to cancel the August 2 demonstration
(to save the labourers from further cconomic burden) and decided
instead 1o turn the Septt. 11 demonsiration (that was to be held
on the eve of the first Jjoint convention of the P.M.U andg Dehati
Majdoor Union after thejr merger into a single organisation—
The Punjab Khet Majdoor Union) into a demonstration against
police repression.

The hectic mevement of the police in the area before the
Septt. 11 demonstration and  refusal by the district authorities
to grant permission for the joint conyention of the labour
unions on the same date indicated that pelice may use
force to disrrupt the demonstration and the convention, So, the
Union had decided to hold both of them secretly.

On August 11, it started raining early in the morning and
continued the whole day long. But neijther this incessant rain
nor the apprehension of police action could dampen
the enthusiasm of the demonstrators. 500 of the them (including
70-80 women) assembled at Teachers Home Bathinda in a rally
and later held a demonstration despite heavy rain and a knee-
deep weter - on the roads. What is more, all this was done g 56
secret'a -manner that the police did not come to know of it, until]
the demonstration had reathed the district courts; where a
memorandum:  against policé repression was given to the' district
grievances offieer. . v i i

Leter in the evening first joint meoting of the PMU and
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DMU was secretly held at Balahar Vinjhu, in which 150 delegates
and a large number of observers took part. It goes to the credit
of the newly organised agricultural Jasourers of Balahar Vinjhu
that they successfully arranged for such a huge  gathering at
the notice of less than twelve hours.

Though the agricultural labourers »f Ral \har Vinjhu are yet
to get the land they were fighting for. Bit tiis struggle had
transformed whole of their lives. 3-4 moaths ago, they were totally
unorganised people-—as submissive and helpless, as the unorganised
peonle everywhere happen 1o be. But now ticy are an organised,
conscious and  sell-respecting  people. What a sense ol relief and
self-pride they have felt in shedding the police terror during this
struggle and what worth they have found iq organised living finds
concentrated expression in the following representative statements
of the two among them : “So smuil a vij age has kept the police
of thc whole district on the toes for o onths, that is not a small
achievement ! and “We may or may not get land, but we will
never leave the organisation.”” !l

! —0—
Malkangiri Adivasi Sangh Holds 1ts Second Conference

In 1977 Malkangiri  Adivasi Sangh wis born as a  resu]t of
long-going agitations by the tribals of the a-ca against rescrvition
of vast areas under. the Forest Act and against  the repressidn
and exploitation by the rorest, revenue and police officials. 1In
this process the tribals established many illages in the reserved
forest areas and were mass arrested.  Thousands of tribals
assembled at the police station of Balimel: :nd declared formation
of the Sangh and the new leadership sat with the subdivisional
oﬂicials‘ to negotiate. After this seltlment, all the forest cases
insiituted ag‘ainst the agitating tribals in tke process of establishing
new villages and clearing new plots of lard were dropped and an
agreement was reached for no further clearance of forest land.
The govt. also promised to survey propetly, before declaring any
area as réserved forest.
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In 1982 February, the 1Ist conference of this Adivasi Sangh
was organised. In between 1977-82, nothing much happened
except some group mectings at panehayat level in 1980 and 8] by
political functionaries. Though the confsrence was held in 1982,
grass-root le el village comniittecs were not there. Nor were the
proper democratic funciioning which can create a number of
activists from within ihe tribals. F.en af.er the conference, after
struggling on some genuine issue like “right of the tribal to defend
himself from t"e marn-cating tiger” and return of the bribes {o the
prople collected by revenue officials™, it fell into the trap of election
politics in 1985, The whole organisa‘ion was steered towards
election campaigning and after the ¢leciion a wide-spread demora-
lisation para'ysed the orpadsation.

Since 1988 when [resh atiempts to build a mass-based
dimocraic tiibal organisatson was made, people’s first reaction
was cne of scepticism.  Bat later 01, through numerous mass
mectings at vill:ge and pan:havat levels and executive meetings
at the subdivision level and struggles on land issue at two areas,
ti e people startel fecling confident and started participating in the
Sangh activities. Its activities we.e mainly (i) mobilisation of the
people into the organization (i) collecting data on repression and
exploitation by the jovt.officials and waging struggle on that issue,
(iif) democratic fi nctioning of the organisation as against sporadic
or autocratic funcrioning.

In this proces: membership mobilisation, campaigning in new
belts and consoliduting in the old areas, surveys and investigations
into vario 1s accusations and reports brought by the people against
govt. officials and trad rs and sahukars, health hazards and other
natural calamities like drought, scaricity of drinking water and
Baghis were taken up on a continuous basis. Again and again
leaflets were brought and charters of demands were prepared,
rallies were organised, taiks with govt. officials were conducted,
workers union of the Balimela project was mobilised to ‘support
the tribals in {ime of need and united rallies were conducted on
May Day. Apart from this, to meet the health hazards, medical
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training camps were arranged, and for priniary political education
of tribals, general classes were faken on history, geography and
science: All this created a good impact on the overall atmosphere
congenial to the expansion and consolidation of the AdivasiSangh,
People now sought the help of the Sa 1gh and wanted it to be
formed in their areas.

At this point, the conference was planned. By this time
Mdlkangm has beea declared  as distr st and (ke - 1d Koraput
district was bifurcated into (our distiicts, Now, Malxunziri being
the district headqumters with a collector i1 charge of it, the govt,
Started takmg new policies for this sensative district.  The collector
distributed a leaflet proclaiming ten-point devclopment programme
touching land, water. irrigation, educatior, women’s and youth,
oflicers’ corruption—alm ost all issues (except of course the forest
issue) and called for fighting for bringing a socialistic sociaty !

_ Immedlately the Malkangiri Adivasi Sengh replied this leaflet
by ana]ysmg all the points and pointitg out hew furile and
hypocrl_tlc all this programme is going to be.

: This happened on the eve of the conference and our leaflet was
reported by - leading Oriya papers on f{ront page stories. The
collector officially invited us for talks. But we did not rush, waited
till the end of the .conference, and informed him that only the new
executive weuld go to meet him in the process of submiting our
charter of demands to him and have a discussion on it. Subseque-
ntly, the conference preparation was ili full swing. Teams of
Sangh'“activists went to different areas for conducting village-level
and panchayat levelmeetings.All total there have been five big pockets
. and five teamswere sent to these places.In Koya villages some youths
prcpared a cultural team for dance and songs, A fraternal team
from Srikakulam Girijan Sangham reacied four days lLefore the
conference to help the Sangh in its mobilis: tion.

In the meanwhile, our leaflets, conference programmmes and
handbills were widely distributed. Apart from that, a manifesto
of the Sangh, a charter of demands and a constitution was finalised
and the: latter two werc printed. Decemiver 17th and 13th were
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the conl‘crencc dates, Rice and domation from different villages
started pourmg insince 12th. All the important cffice-beares of
the Sangh were present two days ea:her at the conferencc place to
detail ‘out the programmes and oversee the conference preparations.
Worke - and 'ribal comra fes from Nuvrangpm, Jeypoie and Guru
Fur of old Koraput district came to 'vw‘or'k. Gunudhar Murmu, a
tribal leader of West B‘n pal amd Nirmé]a Krishnai nurthy, the
president of Srikakulam Glrljan bannham came as guest to the
confe-ence, apart from Oriya guests like Samrendra Nayak of
Ralasoe, genrral Scoreiary  Ganatanirik Adhxkar Surakhsha
Sangathan «GASS), anl Dr. F.C. Hota of Rourkela, an organising
secretary of GASS,

The conference place was named as “Sathi Purushottam Pal;
Mandal™ after the name o7 comrade Purshottam Pali. He spent
his last yeais ol a joas dedicat=d ICVO[UI[OIIaly life in organislng
the Malkamgiri Adivasi Sangh. About 1200 delegates participated
in the somference from about 400 villages. The two day long
conference honoured an old communist worker from Chitrakonda
as the inagurator, discussed and accepted the new draft consijtu-
tion, elccted its new exccutive body accerding to that contitution,
accepted the draft charter of demand and had a detailed discussion
of the manifesto of the Adivasi Sangh and acc epted it
unanimously. In all this the participation of the tribals were
For example, ons old man was very agitated
when the mention about the rele of Kpt., district collector in
recruiting labourers for Asam tea parden was made. He immedi-
ately started recellecting his memories of the past days whendue to
land alienation many tribals lost their land to the sahukar and
were compeled to go to Assam tea pardens as Assam Karia.
When such' people leave their village, their last rites are performed,
since very few gcncmily come back and if at all anybody comes
back, birth rites are pcrformed fer him in a public ceremony.
Throughout the discussion many old and young member delegates
expressed their experience in correberating the observation of
the manifesto. Similarly there was more discussion on the issue of
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the tribal’s relation with the refugee Bengali Settlers.

Nirmala Krishnamurthy described the Srikakulam struggle
experiences. He exposed the pseudo dev:lopment schemes of the
govt. and asked the people to be aware of it and never to leave
the path of struggle. Com. Gunuchar Murmu welcomed the
organised attempts of the tribals of Malkangiri to wage struggles
and gave many suggestions on the charter cf demands. He released
the people’s song book “Gana Bhagabita” published by the
Sangh for this occasion. Samrendra Nayal describes! the histori-
cal gxperience of the uprising by Santhal and Murda revolutionary
leaders like Sibu and Kanu and Birsz !Munda. De also related
the various positive and negative aspects of the Jharkhand move-
ment and cAongratulated the tribals for their successful struggles.
On 18h December a procession with rec Nags marched upto
Tarlakota ‘c’ from the -conference place anid held a public meeting
there. Gunudhar Murmu was the main speaker. He spoke
about the Naxalbari peasant struggle and its cxperiences and
related them to the Koraput context. e elzhorated the manifeste
pointé and. asked the people to ward off any illusion about the
development schemes of the govt., while utilising all the available
oppldrtunities and exposing the govt. on its own words. Com. N.
Ahmed,cbnduded the last session by anneuncing the names of
the ﬁew executive members and the new struggle issues.

On thé 1st day of the conference cultural programmes were
held by’ Srikakulam team as well as the Koya team from Khand
iyi padha. Srikakulam team’s dance drama “Aluri Sitaramaya
Raju’’ was most attractive. Language was 1ot a barrier since the
medium was Telgu and Koya. People’s participation in the
programme was tremendo us. Only with one petrqnaax lig_ht people
braved the winter cold of Ghat areas till la‘e in the night. The
delegates held their delegate badge as a precious property and
would wear it long after the conference.
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Bharat Bandh Once A Year, Not Sufficient
For Opposing The Industrial Policy

Required Is, The Sustained Reésistance
Friends,

Bharat Bandh Qg Coming Septt, 9

This bandh has been called for opposing the new economic
and industrial policy of the  government. This call has been given
by the official leftists, trade unjon organisations of the National
Front and many other mass organisations.

Two bandhs on the same demand had already been observed,
one on Nov. 26, 9] and the other on Juae 16, '92. These bandhs
should have been followed by sustained opposition, resistance
and powerful struggles against the anti-peop]e policies of N.aisimah
goverviment. Not doing all this and instead repeating the cal!
for Bharat Bandh means that the fight is being turned into a
formality. On the other hand, we find that the policy, that was
only on the paper in the yaar of 91, is being implemented directly
or indirectly in several cases, Central Trade Unjons cannot absolve
themselves of their responsibility in this regard. But, despite ajl
this, several demands of the proposed Bandh are the demands
of the working class itself, so the working class cannot oppose
this Bandh.

But, as the contingent of the Indian working class, we, on
behalf of various militant Trade Unijons working in West Bengal,
want to make two points categorically clear te the working people.

Firstly . the organisers of the Bandh have made a mistake
in embellishing the labour policy of the Central Government...by
callingita “new policy”. We categoricully say that this is not
a new policy. The present policy is the continuation of the same
indus rial ' policy that was adopted after 1947, with the reliance
on imperialisin and big bourgeoisie. It js because of the crisis of
the rulling class...Thig policy is more dngmbiguqus and more
aggressive as compared to the earlier policy.” f

Secondly, the people, who had given the call for today’s
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Bandh, all of them, especially the officiul leftists of West

Bengal,

themselves do implement thig policy in their respective states,

while putting up only verbal amd shem Cpposition to

being implemented by the Central Goverrment.

he policy
It can he clearly

seen, by casting a glance on the entire irdustrial scene in West
Bungal,that closed and sick industrial units ure writhingwith death-
i pains on account ef the lack ef the governmental action. Trade

| union leadership of the official leftists do pr

wide cvery sort of

help, by way of making the working class surs ender, for opening
up the factories according to the wislizs of the factory owners.

Official exit policy is in operation on an exier sive scale, The workers
are being thrown into passivity by averting thxm from agitation
with the scare of the closure of factories. Labour retrenchment

has become the order of the day.

Non-residential Indians and mitiltinaiional

corporations and

institutions are held, in this state, in high estrem. The In-titutions
run by the state govt, are being handed ove - 1o the private owners,

The constructive proposals or the agitalions
the cloged or sick factories do not get even an

of the workers of
iota of help. This

government does not take upon itself even th: humanisiic task of
owning the social responsibility of providing subsistance to the
worké-ffs 6f the;clo‘s’cd and sick factories, Eyep the owners involyed
in such serious crimes as the MISSApprop ‘iz tion of the deposites

of provident funds, are got scot frec by the

leftist leaders of

trade ‘uni"éns from the courts of law. They feel no qualms in
striking deals with the owners regarding the retrenchment of the

workers. ‘That is ‘why the leaders orgamisiig

tie Bandh are

totally unbelieveworthy. All of their deeds till date, had been
gratifying 'thc'ow“nc'rs. We want to tell tle entire working class
ina categorical ‘manner that these people viill never give a reaj

fight against the industrial policy of (he central

government, Thjg

call for ‘the Bandh has been given with the inention of mobilising
mass support for strengthening their slectoral politics by way ef

‘rehablitating their lost credibility.
In such a situation, all of the working pecp.e
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must understand

¥

o sme B 't
that with the taking up of such programmes of some limited

fight and such agitations as the observing of Ban'dhs f)nce fl;ll a
vc;qr not even a step further can be taken in the .dlreetl.on o ; 1e
1’:01’0"T of the workers fighting against the new _mdusma] policy
interests or 1

that is operative these days. ‘ | »
Thus, in order to attain nccesszf.xy achlcvemcntﬂm‘.:ci}:jegn "
industrial policy, a ¢lear underatan(.hng of the .present :1 l-lmensify
a must, and what is more, the wo‘rkmg class W.ll] ]?ave oi
its sustained agitation by forging its.own organisation.
Therefore, we want to stress it again, tha? they Sh(;mc.lcll);:f:d-
oate this vicw on an extensive scale that nothing ca:;;l e aWhat "
f)y ramaining entangled into ene day Bharat Bandhs.

required is the sustained struggle in this regard.

Friends, | ’ -
We have suffered many a blow,havebeen cheated time ancL ag;u:l,
4 o 0
ing our s have rcached the position of eur bac
d retracing our steps we
ztllrlle wall.Undue fears and ignorance have made us v.vcak.In order to
t rid of these, we should have thorough discussion, prepare oulf-.
¢ ’ . " .
gharter of demands, and raise our veice through the med |'umﬂ<:
- A ghtelTceting i tings etc in the
i : . ‘meetings, processions, mee
ublic meetings, - gate mee :
?actories Working people should emphatically - declare tilat they
would confront ary onslaught on them with path of struggle.

With militant greetings,

-Japan Steel Employees I.!mo_n.
gﬂ?‘l;g;}r Jute Mill Majdoor Samittee.
Bangal Ingot Superviser Staff Union,
Sidhartha Apparel Workers Union.
Promod Steelsdl\'[ajdl;}m.;nhl(mon.

orami Poddar Shra . ‘ -
Isiiizllﬁgl}u‘te M 1I Szngrami Shramik U[_uton.
Shree Hanuman Jute Mill Ma;dogr Séml e?&lcc.
Breathweight Worl.mens Soldidarity Comm
Hosiery Working Mells‘:olnj\r%(;gimo Commitice

¢a Steel Corporati _ ‘

* 11'?45:{1; }BligfablL‘gclu[;pan Committee (Chandi tala, Behala)
* Winston Engincering Workers Skramik Union.

Date . 29.8.93.

#o® % B %o ® K ¥ H
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Cont...... from page 8

playmg their games around secilirism and communalism, the
demorratlc and revolutloﬁary forces” will do well to fhink dut
the concréte problcms and steps towards building up the polmca]
offensive against Hindu communa;- scism,as a part of combatting
the éverall cconomic-political attazks and $tepped-up vidlence by
the - 1‘u11ng ‘classes. Since intimidation of common people and
atiacks on the opponents are salient fzatures of the ‘thode of
operation of communal-fagcism, +fhe politcal offénsive dgainst it
cannot -be conceived without the attendant plan for organising
peeplels seif-defence on secular lites and democratic basis. The
exectition of such a plan is going 1o be quite a tough and compli-
cated job, particularly in the urbiu areas but shirking it would
amount to abandoning revolutionery responsibility and mvmng
political passxvnty and irrelevance in the face of overwhelming
onslaughts of communal- fascism. _
. The growing process of degeneration and loss of prestige and
credlblhty of the Indian stateis paving the way for the advance
of fascistic phenomena including “he Hindu communal—fasc1sm, it
is doing so still more for the advance of Indian revolution. Let the

sevolution overtake the advance o " fascistic reaction.

0—)

'ont...from front tizle

iruggle to be the normal state of brcoming, for man and society,
1at is punctuated by moments of relative calmness. That ingrained
snsciousness of the ¢ssential mode of life went into shaping the
nmensely dynamic approach of Mao to all processes of life and
iaking him a relentless fighter with rare ease of mind; for there

as nothing unnsual, special or contingent about being in struggle,
was to him as swimming is to the fish.

Noyv: Tam swimming across the great Yangtze,
Looking afar to the open sky of Chu,
Let the wind blow and waves beat,

Betrer far than idly strolling in a courtyard.
Today I am at ease.

With profound historical insight and rewarding experience of
ose association with the masses in their life, work and revolution-
'y upheavals, Mao had immense faith in the fighting will and
nacity, creative capabilities and practical wisdom of the awakened
jasses. Secure in the certain knowledge that absolute reliance on
le masses ensures ‘‘Rolling back the enemy as we would a mat”,
1d even if defcat and devastation may have to be encountered,
te masses, as the inexhaustible reservoir of social energy, would
ways be available to fall back upon and recover, Mao trans-

mnded all fear and anxiety regarding social-political eventualities,
yme what migl t.

These crucial traits of his personality—recognition and
nbracing of turbulence and struggle as normal way of being, and
imence faith in and reliance on the revolutionary potential of
= masses—made Mao Tseturg an epitomy of revolutionary
stimism,

We can clasp the moon in the Ninth Heaven
And seize turtles dee p down in the Five Seas :
We'll return amid triumphant song and laughter.
Nothing is hard in this world
I If vou dare to scale the heights
| Rejoicing on the occasion of Com. Mao Tsetung's birth
rt:nary and striving to imbibe his revolutionary optimi:m and

ﬂlndmlsm, we fecl elevated by being able to call this revolutionary
i{ant our comrade.

Red Salute to the inspiring personality of Mao Tseturg !
Long live the revolutionary teachings of Mao Tsetung !!
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