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Post-election scene:
A.spell-of: provisionalisn
in-ruling class politics
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I;hﬁﬁ%ﬁiﬁ%ﬁiSéBhikéﬁd-the new minority
roment of tthe National Front formally
“instability that is

relentlessly pestering the -semi-colonial

semi-feudal order. of India..The "hung"

parliament is not a mere ‘electoral incident
but a clear symptom of che. "hung" Indian
polity. More than ever before, the ruling
class politics is visibly -suffering from

‘utter confusion and uncertainty, lacking in

Credibilicy with the common--people and

wallowing in blood and grime.

The problem that the ruling classes tried
to dodge in the year 1979 has now again come
on their agenda with a vengeance. That ie,

tihe problem of forging viable and credible

golitical platforms (at least a single
umbrella platform if not the two _alternating

ones
Sibi

for taking upon the governmé&htal:respon-

lity). To that end, the

rexisting party.:

"i:qctUres.would;hayeitoibg‘subjéétﬁdﬁﬁﬁﬁ»”,_
%5rtuouslproCeSs;Qfachurnihg and realignment..

nt

%%, the’ National Front government atithe™

re is. as durable as a stop-gap arrange-.

dment can be in’a situation.of political®flux

and: impending realignments of ruling class
Pylitical 'groups.and of their reformist
‘hangers-on. L :
T -Being quite aware of this salient feature
ofi the present situation on the parliamentary,
Pdlitical front, all the major ruling class: 7,
political parties or groups, including those .

power at present,-are keeping their poli= .
a

'l options open.. So, mcst of their respec-.

i

tig

tive

gre'of a provisional ‘nature
the™V.P. covernment, - in its

political  posturés and moves at present"

< From:this angle,.
:present’form;. .is:

1



not only a minority government prone to
instability but a provisional government
incapable of making a serious dent on any
vital area of governance. ‘
The muchwacclaimed "maturity of Indian
voters" is a myth. The pro—establi;hment.
propagandists are playing a cruel djoke with
the Indian electorate (60% of the electorate,
to be more exact) by depictirg its‘electoral
predicament as its electoral maturity. Sub-
jected to an election campaign that ignored
the vital issues of people's concern, offered
an unsavoury choice between the Coegresg
party led by Rajiv cliqug anc Fhe dqpllcate
Congress" without the Rajiv cligue, ie, the

=

e =
L]

National Front, the Indian vctars just passed ;
on to the parliament their own political ' S 3}
state of béing "hung". The orly noticeable
common feature of their diverse elec?oral ‘
responses, in the recent elections, 1s their
reduced amenability to the menipulations of
those political forces of the ruling classes
who happen to be in governmenpal power and

~thus immediately associated with outrageous
conduct towards the people concerned. The 3

‘election results indicated, in general, that™
the major segments of people are in an angry.
mood due to the increased economic hardships,
the uncertainty of their jobs and earnings,

the insecurity of their lives, and the utter
"disregard shown by establishment-pcliticians
to public sentiments; and they coglq give
vent to this anger, against the vlslb%e‘cul—
prits in the form of governing authorlFles, !
wherever and in whichever form the ruling = 8
+class parties in opposition provided them by
the scope to do so. .

/o long as the democratic revolutionary
alternative does not effectively and concre-,
tely present itself and get hcld of the
Indian-people's imagination, the people, as
voters, are circumstantially bound to shgw
such "electoral maturity"” &as their
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" affected. .

lives or limbs, in electioneering or voting,
and getting, in.net, the cold- comfort of
~humiliating a Rajiv' Gandhi or 'a N.T.Rama Rao,
while their own accursed lot'tremains. un- - -

- In his first televiseéd address to the
nation, the new Prime Minister, Shri V.Pp. ,
Singh, has delivered a speech full of liberal
and leftist rhetoric. The sum and substance
of his message to the common people can be
rendered thus: "My heart beats for the under-
privileged and downtrodden masses of India
but the national coffers are empty". He has
offered his liberalist-emotional support to-
the suffering people and sought their mate-
rial co-operation in getting over economic
difficulties faced by the new government.

So, the demand on the working people to be
ready to furfther tighten their belts is
indicated. v

As a meaningful omission in V.P.Singh's

Aaddresa tn the nation -- wherein he reitera-
ted most of the promises listed in the Janata
Dal's election manifesto -- two burning
-issues of the common people stand out for
‘not getting even a passing mention: the

~rlarge-scale retrenchment of workers in the

“name of modernisation and wanton resort to
lock-out by the industrialists as a coercive

- weapon to starve the workers into submission;

and- the formidable battery of black laws; at
the command cf the State machinery, meant to
smother, by threat or operation, any just

" struggle of the people or any voice of disse-

nt and protest. Tnis suggests that "labour

discipline" and "work-discipline" continue

to be the priority concerns of the government.
From another angle, the address betnays a-

calculated demotion of the issue of hjigh=

level corruption which has been, till recent-

ly, the king-sized issue of V.P.Singh's
‘campaign. Obwviously, the issue of Bofors. - -
scandal has out-lived its utility fqQf&the*



victors once the elections are over. To the

“disappointment of so many adnirers of. V.P.
singh -= "the crusader" against corruption —=
including some "red" converts to his creed of

<;corruption—eradication, there are unmistaka=

~ple signs of some sOrt of cease-fire on the
Bofors front. Perhaps it is a part of the ;

‘process of "national reconciliation™!

] 0f cgcurse, V.P.Singh's iddress to the
nation has underlined certain commitments,
such as, (i) constitutional provision for
the right to work (ii) const:itutional provi-
sion for the right to information and (iii)
putting a check on price-rise. Even these
commitments amount as yet to statements of
intention which are not stpplemented by a
clear statement of ‘the prcblem and @ spelt-
out solution or course of action in each
cnes_ For instance, any tzlk about checking
+he price-rise, without going into the under-
lying causes --— such as deficit fi ;
internal "debt, external debt, ArLi
shortages, and speculation ete, —-- of this
phenomenon,and the ways aad means of tackling
these factors, cannot be taken seriously.

Without striking at the roots of this problem,- -

if some-demonstrative measures are taken and’
even if prices of some ccnsumer items are
brought down ‘for the time being, it would be.
a Futile populist exercise to be invariably
followed, soon after, by a new spurt in pris
ces: That kind of populist exercise is too
well-known a strategem, often employed by

: f{f@gwly—established regimes, to take in the
"~ people these days.

“%=. The communist revolutionary and democratic
forces, while rightly trzating the fore--
mentioned commitments as empty talk, still

. can make political use of this circumstance.
~“In this concern, they should raise the demands
. of ‘"checking th price-rise" and the "right
to work", making these ¢emands issues ofy-
‘oolitical mobilisation and education of the
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. the revolutio

carry out their tasks correc
“.vely in’ connection

parliament. The fol

ssed to this end.

‘What the communist revoluticnaries did or
should do at the time of elections, is a
- question concerning the adoption of appro-
priate tactics. as any proletarian tactics
are not independent of, but are part of and
subordinate to, the revolutionary strategy
of the proletariat, their political work
and perspective should not be independent of
and divergent from that Strategy.

It is thus important to bear in mind the
factors that determ

ine the specific tactics
that communist revolutionaries must adopt in
eélections at a given time. It is even more
important to keep in mind the factors that
determine the political conduct of whatever
specific tactics that communist revolutiona-
ries may adopt on the occasion of elections.
For it is the political content that decides
nary utility of any given tactic,
Whatever tactics the communist revolutio-
naries may adopt in any elections -- whether
they be the tactics of participation, or the
tactics of active boycott, or the tactics of
active politiecal campaign without participa-
ting (ie, without centesting or campaigning
for voting) -- in all cases the content of
their political conduct should be determined;
first and foremost, by their standpoint to-
wards the existing parliamentary system. That
Standpoint is as follows:
Elections in India have been,
means for the ruling classes to forge align-
ments or realignments of their political
representdatives .in- order to capture seats of
.power in accordance with either the require-
ments of their internal struggle for power

tly and effecti-
vith elections and

lowing paras are addre-

and are, a
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N iokduct, whatever tactics we may adopt at
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- . riati®If; is this
* ‘determipe-the content of our political..™

(among -the different sections of ruling -
classes) or the requirements of the political
deception of the people, so as to dlaim.or -
reclaim credibility among the people for the.
continuance of the comprador-Seudal rule.- -
The predominant feature of elections is that
the ruling classes flaunt the parliamentary
institutions, and the periodizal elections
to them, as the "democratic" imeans to solve
the problems of the people. Taey flaunt them
as the reflection and outcone of the exercise
by the people of "political liberty" and
"free-will". With these parliamentary insti-
+utions the ruling classes camocuflage the
autocratic nature of che present Indian State
and use them as instruments cf semi-feudal
semi-colonial oppression of the Indian masses
For the people of India llhere is no
nic and social basis whetsoever for
cRpcEioRsiagy % exercising ary worthwhile
Lolicisal liberty or democracy through these
parliamentary institutions. For them, these
instituticns can only be the ruling classes'
means -of deception, diversion and oppression.
Unless” the Indian people, uicder the leader-—-
- ship.of the . proletariat, asrolish these
partiamentary institutions through the
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revolutionary overthrow of the present Indién;
State and in their place establish their own .~

the organs of Pecple's

“ergans of power, ie,
be no political ot

Democracy, there can
social _salvation for them. Hence all serious
communist revolutionaries arz duty-bound to
lead the Indian people, throigh consistent
“and integrated political—organisational and:
" practical leadership, to rej=ct these par-..
_liamentary institutions, tc sverthrow the, -
" Indian State; and establisl Pesople’s Damo~
‘crdcyzunder the leadership of the proleta- -
objective of ours. that must

the-time of eleciions.
N 8

s st o e T

‘have to be in a:
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Whether théytad gt Sl LS ER T e

! =ther they ado ‘tactics of ' parti

s _ ; LOf -
cipation, or they,alofth the tactics of active

BoyenEL or the tdatics:of only the political-

Shoﬁlggn' in all‘casés the political cém‘aga

Hirn gsseqth}lyzconsist of: (a) expos?n =

e ks thea . § of satisfying the

Jcnands of people, (b) explaini

;ﬁg?u5191llty of achieving polizica?glige
methgg:lai §m?n?1pation by-parliarnentaryerty

; r and (c¢) explaining the i
) ne

gggeg ?trugqle in the form of brotsziilgy -
revglit?owa? centering around the agra?ian
Cenplers n and of establishing the organs of
ﬁhicheve pof.rerf 1e, of People's Democrac
g adorttactlcs the communist revolutig;a—
=il P ,.tTese crucial aspects should g
m wig:ou§ tc the people, by integratinae
o Qell I examples and experiences of pzst
e as present people's struagles ;:3'
pra gms, and by concrete exposuféé éf th
rulig 102 and treachery employed bv the s
politgcglasfesf tqeir institutions‘aﬁé“thei
i parties., The only difference i ]
tacticsgﬁiglb?tween different*tYpes‘df%'P;

: i e in the-slogans of i
%éﬁiaigd in the pace with which th:$t;§:rthey
volutzo or materialise the abovestated re{

nary object;ve. (the slogans of acti
b oo ccordance with the level of o
oy S thlona;y movement at the given tim
he exposurg prlgC;pal forms of'carry{ng oui.
t and of paralysi : icin
it S v, BHd € pa ¥Ysing and re
the par}lamegta“y institutions o% rultplaCIHg

asses' political power.,) e

The factor of objective conditions

sevgigegziéy speaking: In conditions of‘
or in cond*iggi tofthe'rEVOlUtionarY movement
1 8 of 1ts low eb t 1
322tghgn-the counter-revolu 5, poasakion
lutioigo?s or well-settled, communist revo-
Tles may adopt the tactics of i

9

tion is temporarily = .-
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yrticipati i lections znd use this as
[ cipation -1n eliec 1S ‘this
ggggiﬁfgfﬁ]of struggle, 1§ Lhz iug%egﬁzve
‘factor(the 1 of developmen -
e tion of ist ravolutionaries)
janisation of communist ravolutic es)
orgzgtzaﬁzn this case, in conjunction Wltgo—
piﬁer7férms of struggle, the cogTunliﬁnre
.?uﬁionaries lay stress on p:epaﬁlpgh Lste—
eople and gathering forces. thougt iion
' - AR 2 ag a
;at?c revolutionary prophg,;-g, agi
and organisation, for the no:
i surge. o
tlogirgngihergset of conditions, wheq ;ggky
' i ises—-ridden anc G
ionary rule 1s crils 1d X
rezcgigultgneously the revqlutlonaiytmgzg_
igﬂt is in upsurge, communisi ravolutl

e ~ott of
ics of activa hoycot
ries adopt the tactics

mass revolu-

i se, th2v lay stress on
el :iens. In this case, L _ R
;;Z?Sire;t revolutionary masn'a?tiizi grgans
people and the setting up cf paralle

e lutionary democratic power.
of people’s revusuc G el

Lt Ao s l.'.j'-jiiii::‘'-1f'stion has to be
ach t0 this racLlCe ; g N
?ggg;rated with the concrete yrécFlgcmzii“
;ndian'Revolution. our coErtrytﬁzlggc;al
' ; —-- whers ;
ial semi-feudal T
ggigggpment, the developmert of thgnieog e
" tionary movement, and the cgvelo§Tl . of the
;clétariﬁn'party organisat.ion Wlto oo
.Eo'be uneven for guite some tlmerepare e
communist revolutionarles nustjgs g T e
iEf t tactli
to adopt dwaer?n k : i o
531¥e§e;ions.pln relation fc e%ecé;og;r ’
Fenviewfof the protractgd “?tuiﬁe s
;26 le's war and depending LS Ehe ety
-"”p"dpthe vicissitudes of the re v i
Sy ement, they may have to ;dopof e fa _
.gmgv artiéipation in some Edftiive The oee dn
c uﬁtry and the tactics o 2C .
cpme other parts, sxmultanugzie éactor o
so-ﬁufthermore, dgelto gh§3¥itical develop-
venhi f social an .
unevenness, O

7 ion .
2 le's revolutionary Og?iiéig.
- ment, the peop the reactionary politigas
& ~varthrowling T . as of Paral e
<M T TT a4 aetahlishing orye
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political power is~goingto proceed on a

local plane, over.a longpériod of time.

Accordingly, the tdctics of wrecking the

- reactionacy parliamentary institutions --
whether the tactics of politically'exposing
and paralysing through participation in themn
or that of fo.itically rejecting and repla-
¢ing through active boycott of them -- are
golng to be effective mostly on the local

Plane rather than the national plane.

fFactors of subjective cohditions

. Proper ung purposeful utilisation of
e1thgr the tactics of participation or the
tactics of boycott of elections, both
require a certain level of development of
the party ¢rganisation of the proletariat,

_ Boycott is a higher form of struggle
which is associated with imminent direct
revolutionary action of the masse
the State and with
pecple's political power.,
Qf the prolstariat should have established
1ts leadership over the revolutionary move-
ment and prepared itself, politically. and
organisationally, to lead the people's armed
struggle along with setting up suitable

organs of people's power. Without this, the
boycott slogan will become meaningless and
futile as far as the realisation of its full
revolutionary potential is concerned. It
will lead to casual and indifferent or even
cynical attitudes developing among people
towards revolutionary slogans of action.

> On the other hand, revolutionary utilisa-
tion of participation in elections as a
legal form of struggle, requires the emer-
gence of revolutionary democratic elements
as a serious political force. It reqguires
the ability of the proletarian party organi-
sation to train and control a cadre-team for
this specialised activity (from within the

inctitntsane AF Fha Aanamer camnd

For this, the party

A AR om
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Cactiviti i bere in these 7
“activities of its membe . :
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‘struggles of the people e ) e
Stitggipation7will have no,revolutlogggz 2
gi the contrary, it will blunt tﬁetge 55 32
consciousness of the people, blm_—t S B ,
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oletariat and the reactionary or tge g
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1isatic;n of different possible tzcglgz ks
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Eeéelopment of the party of the p
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1 adoption of various. _ .
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Cis weak, the party's tactics Wi be 4
. : i - |
Illnecessarily narrow and without scop a
(Stalin)

partyiStructure, and to link and coordlnate}ip

: r i esent -~
° Commumi&t:revolutionary tactics at pr

563§§“£here”is;a str;kinﬂ_gichgzoaﬁich
> e objective situatl ’ h
Eﬁgzze?stgnlimited revolutionrary gotigtla '
hd’-the situation of the party C?‘Ctive o
aroletariat. Today a unlfleif e}hc ive and
E')'fll;lentiall_po’litical party of tletgonaries
20 t is lacking. Communist revolu L
‘I;Zadhl§ in the formative stage,tln §n~most
A i i h a party. st
- ation of such 3 nost
S rens 2;%?2;;munist revolutionary Qrgagéii
aFeaS"s'yet to establish %ts 1denti§yas thi
?lpzh; field of organisation as we L Be e
lnl'tical influence. Consequently, e devel
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DAYV, fo g e

.. .are facing additional
Jo difficulties in coping with the d
* the volatile polit

"struggle in a revolutionary manner

. circumstance persists,

: revolutionary group.

RE.
N 1

reason, the emergence :and.development of
revolutionary democratic:-élements as a
-Serious political force igidelayed. It is
becauﬁe-of;thistiﬁbumstance‘that{the Present
acute political crisis (marked by acute
disorder and conflict among the sections of
ruling ~lasses, utter discredit and instabi-
. lity of their parliamentary political parties
and institutions, near total alienation of
the people from these parties and institu-
tions, volatile mood of the people, and the
ruling classes' inability to rule by normal
means -- resorting to sowing seeds of
sectarian discords among people and blatant
partisan use of State institutions leading
to fissures within them) is not turning intc
a revolutionary crisis. It is because of this

circumstance that a general mood of distrust

of leaderships and cynical indifference to
Political affairs and polit- 1 deveiopments

e people, and that we

is'prevalent among th

: POlitical-organisaticnal
emands. of
ical.situation, - -
rcumstance, communist revo-
] have, in conditions of
great turmoil, adopted the tactics of orga-
nising active boycott of elections and called
upon the revolutionary forces to carry out
the agrarian revolutionary programme, conduc-
ted armed struggle, ang set up alternative
crgans of people's power. But for this .
circumstance, they could have had the cption,
under adverse political conditions

7 tO
utilise the elections as a legal form of

to prepare
ance the
But so long as this
botnh the above tacti-
sed for any communist

But for this ci
lutionaries could

the people and gather forces to adv
revolutionary movement.

cal options are foreclo

.~ ‘At present twn Aevi:

iaticnist currents are
prevalent among some secticns of unist -
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revolutionaries. They are: (A) Beﬁortlzgeto
the ‘tactics of active boycott wit ?uction;
scope of direct revolutiorary mass ?, loms
and setting up of parallel organs o grres_
le's revolutionary power. Tails 1S antlwards
ponsible left sectarian_orlentatlop -0 _
the question of revolutlo;ary tactliiéipation
(B) Resorting to the tactics of par cieat
in elections without Fhe ggolfﬁarlan pat '
sufficient mass—polit}cal_1nf4uence, aThis
other necessary oigan}sitjgziiaﬁiznghich
is an irresponsible rig v Lch
;;l?ni;ZVitgbly lerd poligic;%ly_to_%;ll;izs
and organisationally to l:qu}catlogls'.ant
latter deviationist curreg; 1s.prec§m}§d
now and communist revolutionaries shou
actively combat it. L
At present, thelsipgiz;
iti t revoluta -
iggdéizzgz,gre such that neither the tac
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’ artici i factics of active
. articipation nor the 1 : :
ggygott are suitable for the proper bulldéggt
and advancement of the rewc%uthnary mozie
and proletarian party orgunlsgtlon, Iiutiona-
- present: circumstances, connunlzttgevz ot Loga
ries’sh ither o es
es’should not adopt eit .
E; the elections to parllgmenFlangesgigz of
i is is - inarily c
semblies. This 1s 'so prima / _
i;* weakness of the subjective igctor,dle,
-'the lacking of a unified, efficfévepigletarit
. . . - o L B . e . .
influential political par:cy of t . it
lann this circumstance, the communlsth;evo
lutionaries' primary ?ask is to_fgrﬁo ° it
ranks of the proletarian jarty and, bp
firmly on its feet. This they can di +¥Onavv
concentrating on building riass i:googh;orkL-
i out our p
struggles; by working £ ou Lan L
r ted forces an
in such a way that our linu. or nd
;2source5'get strengthenel and gain poilFlgié
. recognition and confidenc: of ?he geop iﬂe
“hv:achieving clearcut demarcation from B
H i amkumiat nalitiral forces, in the proceI
ZEEEEEEEEEiné and establishing our line. In
v ‘ 14
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“‘conducting active political
-connection with the electiong without parti-
- cipating in them (eit‘er in

. - \
view of this, as long -as.their present
political-organisationalisituation persists,
the only proper tactic that communist -
R;QVOldtionanies;shpuld7aa' “is’ that of -

<y,

campaign in . -

the form ‘of
contesting or taking part in voting) -~ .
urging the people to rely and concentrate on
their own struggle-movement and organisation-
building to prepare ror direct revolutionary
mass action against the ruling classes and
their institutions of political power. -

In their campaign, the communist revolu-
tionaries should take into account the
specific features which get manifest in the
ruling class politics and manoeuvres in’ the
given electiors. For instance, in the presen
elections the predominant feature is.

the warring factions of the wad § pe kel oS S
and their political representatives, mainly
aligned into two main electoral fronts, are
more fiercely than ever locked in battle for
central goverrmental power. They are_neck-

deep in the political intrigue and denigra-

PR -
that

 tion of each other and in the deception and

manipulation of the common people to perpetua-
te their rule. The ruling classes and their
political parties are no more depending on-
even the methods of parliamentary political -
hypocrisy but are nakedliy banking nn flaring
up and manipulating sectarian commural divi-
sions among the people and on reactionary
slogans of "security and integrity of India",
"restoring the sanctity and credibility of.
various State institutions", etc. Thus they
are openly chanpioring the reactionary con-
cerns of the ruling classes and showing clear
contempt for the progressive aspirations of -
the broad masses of Indian people. o )
The communist revolutionaries' work of
propaganda and agitation in connection wi
the elections, while exposing the useless

‘-
th
ness
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'of-parliamentary institutions.ang pari;§?§2 
Ea A U R e
' »,~ should aim a g and ting,
Eg?EiZ!éxtent feasible, the.gpec;ii;edziéggi
of ‘the ruling classes at a_quviqvps e snd i
projécting the political Objei éeﬁocratic
working class movement and thab e
revolutionary movement headgd- yf; Ei} —
It should generally consist © fope P
bare the hypocrisy oiivarégg?‘pggiitical
i latforms of ruling 33 ’
;égiigs or groupings in a conprete ;Zé,aﬁg
contrasting their professed pfogramjnd g,
slogans with the%r act??ltgga:zég?ecreqarding
: i r experience of P | egarding,
t?iislzgi;tingly worsening e:3§0u1§ EJ;i;i;Sn
ané denial of political likerties loSS
i their unbearable lot thrgggh class it
lqg* 1 all these years. (ii) Pointing p
i;rzggogalar idiom, that the root cauzesgzial
this misery, cultural backwardness ap—ﬁeuda1
political oppression lies in the Se?;tic a1
semi-colonial economy and‘the agtgiat -
‘. State structure based on i, an har G
.eliminating this root causc thfrebettor ol
‘of any ‘meaningful change fur't]e(iii)wStress—
thezaccursed lot of the people.. ii] strese
“ing’ the faét that so long us.gglstb tog
‘. State structure (not respoqﬁzlaethe SR e
.- people, but wholly controlledbyt e
?i“p';é'enpmies of the people) remains i ;
':rii talk of political liberties for the .
i le is sheer deception or ignorance pr ?
'-:Eggpby the forces having yasted ln?eiﬁstston
i “the existing socio-economicz system,resg e
" put the country on th?erozgp;g,piﬁg ol
';prospefltyagf=tgief22quigite real political
'muSt h"ﬂv\reth;i; own hands; and thgt_the people
ppwerttgin and develop their political poger
Hilianrglying-on their organised strengtgliﬁ_
.;’S{ruggle, and only in fierce cg2ti§81r _
the existing political Qower
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- particular focus on (i)

enemies rasting onvEhis)autocratic State
structure. (iv)~Urg£ngh_bq proletariat and
other-sec:ions of the people -to persist in

their jus: and revolutionaryfstruggles ex-

:_diitiouslthO'build;up-their*féégectiVE-
“*political mass organisations and united front .

~organisations to be able to raise their
.struggles to a higher plane and to establish
.their own rule, ie, People's Democracy to be
executed threugh genuine representative
institutions of the people -- the revolutio-
nary organs cf people's power. (v} Giving a
clear ides to the broad masses of the people
" about the prominent social-economic and
other measures to be taken by tie new people's
republic that they are fighting for, in the
interests of various revolutionary classes
and people :s a whole —- ie, popularising
the salient features of our minimum Crogramme.
While wmaking these general points, the
Cominunist revoluticnaries should pay ‘particu-
lar attentien to the specific anti-people
policies bsing adopted by the ruling class
parties ani to the specific tasks called for
by them., For instance, in the present day
context, their campaign had to put
EXposing the nefarious
role of ruling class political parties in
instigating, perpetuating and utilising
communal sectarian divisions among ' the
people; clearly bring out its .connection
with the electoral needs of these parties
and how the security and unity of common
people will remain imperilled so long as
people do not give a =trong rebuff to this
dirty tactic of ruling class parties:; and
(ii) Impressing upon the people, especially
the working people, the need, first of all,
to forge ang Strengthen their own reliable
political instruments (the proletarian party
organisation, the united front organisation,
etc) for effectively making use of all

Doseibls

forms of influencing the course of

Rl ]
+



i politiﬁéi develcpment in their interests.

In carrying out these tactics and politi~
cal campaign the communist evolutionaries
should work out effective pr-actical steps.. .

— such.-ass 1

... i.a) Theé main channel for, and organisation

~of ;communication with the ‘nasses of the
° people being illegal publication, posters

and leaflets should be issu2d by various
units under the name of the organisation with
forthright exposition of th= political stand-
point.

b) Wherever possible suitable comrades
should seek to have a direct dialogue with
the masses, sympathetic to their organisation
or communist revolutionary peolitics,in
unannounced small gatherings.

c) Comrades working among some mass orga-
nisations and known for their communist
revolutionary views should, without publicly
identifying with their group, participate in
discussions on the topic among the masses
they are familiar with.

d) Comrades working with mass organisa-
tions in complete secrecy should seek, within
the scope .of the declaration or manifesto of

_ +he concerned organisation, to explain their
-political: views to: the masses under the
influénce of this organisation in a language
adapted to the audience and in general '
democratic terms. '
.se) Following the pattern of our general
mass work, some burning locel and partial
issue can be taken as a starting point of the
" exposition dealing with th= political expo-
sure of ruling class policies and parties

and the projection of the political objecti~- -

‘ves of revolutionary democratic movement,
and _then the link between such partial
issues and the pressing political issues can
be established. But the main emphasis should

remain.on the latter.
f) The work dome in a manner listed under

18
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. (a) and (b) will be fryit
| ) : ruitful only if i—
st revolutionaries succeed in su;plémgﬁﬁ?ggl

it with the supply, throu C
% = ’ gh our ch
“illegal -leaflets issued by the comgggiiir oF

“.revolutionary organisation.

~tt§0$munl5t revolutionaries should also pay
‘doun?eioth? the specific problems they en-
ile carrying out thei ic
nte 1r tactic
political campai i i e
gn 1in the present ci
2 & circumstan-
tﬁs. Some such problems can be tackled in o
e following manner:
a) ¢ i ?
Orgagi§o$§ades working secretly in some mass
i a 1ons_undqr reactionary or ooportua
et e§delsh1p should oppose, in a mannes
app priate to the concrete situation, the
misuse of the platform of %=
g;gig%satlon ﬁor electioneerinag. The hacTihb
- thig opposition should not he madnwéa;mt‘
b= dm_ :gacceptablc politics of ihe conce 2
leadership but the concers: for waintainine
LOr maintalning

Fha Asaneamae e
b R 1 & T G |

or acauiri COC Concern
iulring the broadba_ .

i i se of the 3

Blsation. Iin aﬂy asT, mass Orqa_

allow themselVES to

of misuse,

b) In areas where i ) ;
0 are; r owing to the in
i:giig?:;onﬁpf revolutionary standpoiiiequate
parliamentary. instituti
elections ‘to them or the el
tiol _ the earlier cé"
participation in electi v e At
: lections,. people ask: 3
their advice with reg. S PBERe sy
with regard-to voting:
Should clearly teIl'thémffhat Ehegé ?Sm:gdes
dzievo;;ng for this or that party crﬁ;ahdi—l
cannét agzizZOEId patiently explain why we
or voting this or that wa
:gelggg as conditions are lacking for maiin
i elserve in any way the interests of :
c? gg zoand their revolutionary movement
: me rare cases, if there is = '
giizggdlgi:hgrglesiion contest who h;sademon-
: R iendly attitude towards
ztigggl+ng people in the course of thegge
Cctivities over a period of time and who is
not identified or aligned'wif i ey

Ta

2 gomrdﬁus Hust not
e dragged . i i
gg dg}ntc that act

ot e e o |
-'lvute = a“tJ._



.

- people political force, comrades need not

bring  him specifically under politigal cr;tlj
cism but the communist revolutionaries' stand-
point.on elections must in no Qay,befcogp;q—'
mised while showing such judicious considera+
tion towards this kind of friendly person.
Comrades working among masses should - _
gather their experience cegarding the campaign
and the response of the people, sum up the-
experience, and share the signiflcgnce;of it
with other comrades and groups. This will
help to develop their understanding about,
and ability in, adopting aad practising
revolutionary tactics that serve their revo-

lutionary strategy concretaly and effectively.

15-11-83.

REASSURING CONTINUITY

The World Bank expects a continuity in
India's economic policy despite the change
in government, a senior of ficial said. "Econ-
omic policy does not seem to have played a
very important part in the e¢lection’
campaign", said Dan Ritchi:, chief of the
India country operations department at the
Bank. "The rhetoric of the zeventies was not
trotted out", he noted in ar interview. Acc-
‘ording to ‘him, Prime Minisfier V,P.Singh was

-_one of the chief designers cf the liberali-

sation policy while he was finance minister
inuRajiv Gandhi's government and he would be
loathe to change it.

—-India Abroad News Service:,Dec.3

LA
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-~ “Cherish the legacy
of the Great October Revolution

Revolution is the festival of the
oppressed masses. The month of October has
got the distinctive honqQur of being the
Occasion when two such grand. festivals of
the masses occurred. The Great October
Revolution, in the year 1917, overtook
Czarist Russia and shook the old world by
establishing the first successful dictator-
ship of the prgletariat.'Thirtyftwo years
later, in October 1949, the great Chinese
people's democratic revolution triumphed in
establishing the People's.Republic ©f China,
and delivered a hammes-blow to the whole
imperialist colioniai anra neo-colcnial. order
in the EBEast. '

Thus Lie month of October has got associa-
ted wilh the irresistible marcn of the world
proletarian revolution, with the revolutiona-
ry initiative and striking power of the pro-
letariat. Ever since then, October has been
and shall remain, for the.communist revolu-
tionaries and the politically conscious o
workers and oppressed peoples of the world,~
the month of revolutionary:celebration; the °
occasion for celebratingékhefgrgétfhﬁman~ '
emancipatory performance and potéential of the
proletariat and that of the broad masses of

' oppressed people led by “he proletariat in

revolutionary action,
The Great October Revolution was an
occurrence of world-historic significance.

It signified a radical turn in the movemenupﬁi'i

of world histcry, in the progressive motion:

- of human social development. It marked the-.

first actual leup of human society, underthe

- leadership of the proletariat,; into*the process

- of emancipation from all kinds of exploitation
. and oppression ¢f man by man. So. as a
* 21



political phenomenon,. it acted as a beacon,
a path-breaker and a mighty booster to the
emancipatory struggles 0:I all the socially
oppressed classes and na‘:ionally oppressed

" peoples the world over, drawing all these’

struggles into the ambit of world proletarian
revolution.

Along with its tremeadous political impact
on contemporary history, the Great October
Revolution left a profound ideological
imprint on the whole historical epoch, the
epoch of imperialism and proletarian revolu-
tion. It confirmed the basic tenets of the
Marxist-Leninist theory of proletarian revo-
lution and proletarian 3Sitate {dictatorship
of the proletariat) in the revolutionary
practice of millions of nasses of the
working people. And, through this corrobora-
tion by social practice, it transformed these
scientific theoretical j»ropositions into
ideological-political axioms, ideological-
political truths, of our age.

In particular, the Great October Revolu-
tion presented the most telling practical
critique of the ideoclogical-political

~categories: of democracy @nd nationalism, the
‘ideclogital talismans tiat the bourgeoisie

B
B

oAk

desperately clutches at in order to mystify
.and legitimise its own-:zlass domination and

“exploitation. It demonstrated the extremely
1limited and formal naturce of bourgeois

democracy, the exclusivist and chauvinistic
nature. of bourgeois nationalism, and their
historically obsolete character as instru-
ments of human emancipa:ion (under conditions
of the world-system of (mperialism) by

' '§Egtually counterposing 0 these such quali-

‘t&iively new and effective instruments as
pn%%etarian democracy and proletarian
inte

rnationalism.

The*Great October Revclution shattered
the bourgeois myth that under the bourgeois

mamTman 11 LA R~ ZEESSA ~ 1 3
OXAQeY aaa CLTIZENS CLS) Ccguas ﬂemocrat.‘.c

. 2z

{. showed how the
. majority, the toiling people :
. those material 9 people, can have

- deputies.

Jof;their sccial la
. to their creative urge and energy in the

: - )

r§ghts and all nations':enijoy e val nati
rlgth, by concretely,hiqglﬁghginé 22§1qnal
solving the vital question“6f the material
conditions recessary for the masses of
toiling peorle to be abls really .to exeércise
thgse righte, and the gquastion of the social
objective of exercising these richts. Tt

exploited and oppressed

: conditions only b -
ing the rule of the exploitéryang g;§§§2§2¥
minorltyf the capi:alists and the landlords;
by_smagnlng the bourceois State apparatus '
yhlch 1s the bulwark of that rule, by break-
ing the stranglehold ~f thig exploiter ’
minority on the ownership-of the social

means of production which is
foundation of that rule and,
establishing their

of

1, incstead,
ablishir ir own socialist ownership
FHESE mEans; by establishing the proleta-
the dictatorship of
th - T > .
“A%‘???%LtaleE! wnicn 1s based on the |
~SVOiluLiopnary ailiiance of the broad masse

i £ s
of work;pg.people of town and countryside
led by the pro..etariat and which has the
most democratic possible organs of State
pcwer in the form of the all-embracing mass

D s e T ST
dui ayoilEldll UL otace,

: political representative organisations of

the working people =- the soviets of workers
deputies, soldiers' deputies, and peasants'
It skowed how, given those material
the broad masses of working
people can really exercise . their democratic
rights for determining the arrangement of
the}r social labour and life on just and
rational lines; for enjcying the full fruits
bour; for giving free play
mate;igl and spiritual domains; and for
d?pr1v1ng the bourgeoisie of its "democratic"
right to restore the old exploitative ofder;

‘1e, for exercising all-round dictatorshi
‘over the bourgeoisie. '

a9
-



Thus, it sealed the.hzstorical+fate gi
bourgeois parliamentarisn by counferEQSheg
to it the soviet power as a new and lgb'nes
form of democratic State power tpai cogt;-
the pafliamentary.e%ectlvg-pr1n01p efwihe
the immediate and direct democracy of -
labouring masses, their 3irect particip
in and constant check ovzar tie State

inistration.
adm;imilarly, it indisgutﬁblghgr;ggi Ezzznch

riat is, inde=z2d, t b s
gggoﬁzgie;? any kind of qutional prizi%?gi:
discrimination, persecutloq and QQELEE;;-B%
that the proletariat upho.ds ?s i taqc;
principle every nationtsI:;gh%(otnjiit4en
determination, ie., 1ts rignt Ul_bcizauéoiou
{(from any imposed intedral frame.?i a o
nial or multinational iga:e)aigoggatg;gtne

i i other n

r;iion}. Further, it prcved that, 1in ghELI
striving for national enawc1paglon ;gssed
progress, the toiling masses o oEpd mmed
peoples can dispense ylth the ruste X
of bourgeois nationa}lsnlthat enham_:t i
national mistrust, disurity and enTlaié
seek fraternal union of the workers ol
peasants of diverse nations based on 2 o
crinciples of voluntariress and interna

{

]

(o e

nalism. Finally, it proved that onlydunde;
the leadership of the pxoletaylat and as ‘e
part of international revolutlonaiy sg;ugg
i -1 iailist system
nst the world-imperile:l . ' _
'igzgncial enslavement ard colonlgl dggigzt?gg
‘essed pe :
can the struggle of the oppt bles xo
i i i d national eguality
national liberation an YR 2 . =
i ; .nd, enabling them to
d through to its ©nd, € y )
iiﬁiige national self-determination whereby

they can transcend nation-statehood and

acduire international si.atehocd -- the union
i S ! - R

‘ socialist repuklics -- and pursue
of soviet socialist rer o1 e Jaaue
A common progressive souicl destiny

= N A R A )
retaining their specilriic maliShd.o-Tu_thr

ures.
f?atgr 24
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Although the Great Cctober Revolu:ion, ac
a political phenomenon, has passed for once
into history, its ideological verdict on the
historical obsoleteness of bourgeois democra-
Cy and.bourgeois nationalism (the ultimate
ideclogical-political disguises of the ,
exploiters' class-domination) and on the
superiority and relevance ‘'of proletarian
democracy and proletarian internationalism
hoids good ané shall go on . resounding through-
out the span of the present epoch. The
episodic twists and turns of history in its
progressive course of development may, for a
short while, bluar'or obscure this ideolcgical
verdict; nevertheless, its stamp on modern
history is indelible. This ideological legacy
of the Great Octoher Revolution is a great
sanrce for ravi-elising the self-confidence
and revoluti-rary spnirit of the proletariat,
the faith of the proletariat in its tremen-
dous revolutionary strength and inevitable
victory. . .

"The chie? endeadvour of the bourgeoisie -
of all count:ies and of its reformist .  *
hangers-on is to kill the ‘working class faith
in its own su:rength, faith in the possibility
and inevitability of its victory, and thus
tc perpetuate cepitalist slavery. For the -
bourgeoisie knows that if capitalism has not.
yet been oveithrowr and still ‘continues to
exist, it owes this not to its own merits
but to the fact that the proletariat still

¢

~has not enocugh fa:th in the possibility of

its victory". {(Stalin: Report to The Eigh-
teenth Congress of the C.P.S.U.(B). On the
Work ¢i the Central Committee). These days
that "chief endeavour of the bourgeoisie of

‘all countries and its reformist hangers-on".
: , n

has acquired an unprecedented vehemence,
under conditions of the accentuated general
crisis of the world capitalist system.

TCCGS5ing on the w213 a3 mn1 ~AAamma+rs Aade b4
J.vquQA.LA\J /1 LD W 5 t/\-ld--l-\_-l-\’lﬂ-l- - N AR NS et VA A LLEY R R P

the: crisis-ridden Levisivnlsi-capiiaiisi
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countries —-- particularly the East-European
countries -- are presently experiencing, they
are crowing and fever:shly gesticulating:
"Lock, socialism has failed, the soviet
system has failed, proletarian internationa-
lism has failed! Commurism is dead!!" But,
alas! Tor greeting the "death of communism”
they have nothing new to wave except the old
tattered flags of bouigeois democracy and
bourgeois nationalism: the same old flags
which have got crumpleé¢ and faded under the
dead-weight of their own god -- Finance
Capital -- and got quite debunked by the
enlightening experience: of the Great October
Revolution! They are Jdcing all this with a
view to sowing doubt ard confusion in the [
minds of workers and :l.e oppressed peoples
about the prospects o> world proletarian
with a view to discouraging the |

ion

ravelution;
tciling people from venturing into the
"undependable" arena »f mastering their own
destiny; and with a view to reconciiing them
to wage~clavery and national dependence. In

doing so, the bourgecisie of all countries
and its reformist hanjers-on are banking on

happening in these so-called "socialist”
.countries. '

In their propaganda blitzkrieg, they are
concealing the fact, very well known to
themselves, that thess= countries ceased to
be under proletarian rule long ago; that the
bourgeoisie succeeded in seizing the State-
power, through the medium of revisionist
renegades to the communist party and socia-
“list revolution, and in restoring the

capitalist order in these countries while
refdining the garb of socialism; and that
thé economic and political bankruptcy of
these™fegimes that they are so exultantly
advertising denntes. not at all the fail
i

|58

2

<

(socialisn in appearance, capitalism in.
essgnce), nct at all the failure of the
SOviet system of dictatorship of the proj t
riat but thkat of a peculiar bureaucragi Lo
System of dictatorship of the bourceois?

not at all the failure of proletarian 'Li'
hationalism but that of retrudescent &ln =
bourgeois nationalism based on boérgébis
social relations which undermined Ehe mutual
trust and frzcernal collaboration of variua
national groups, and not at all the fiascgus

.+ of communism. It ean be easily seen that

their mali-icus attempt at concealing thi
fgct from the teiling masses has beeg co f
sxdergbly facilitated by the opportuniéLn
practlcg of <hose secticns of the:ccmmu;ist
ffZ?}uEigﬁa:y liovement who unduly dragged
“heLr Teet on, or defaulted Iy st
or exgos*ﬁg the :ealéi; o?(r2$£szg§iggeiziog
ovef\ln tue erstwhile socialist counirias -
”,“fTBY Are corcealing the fact that th; .
ceonolilc-poricical crisis, that is brinaging

. the revisionist countries down to their

f;iis, ?1ffe;s only in form and extent
Sn er than its essential nature from the
¢ confronted by the other capitalist .

x;heirlcapacity for coicealing. from the common{countrles:vIt,is the aggravated general

 a§E6pIé"the essential reality of what is . €risis of world capitalism that is finding

1ts specific expression all over the world

in an uneven manner. The bourgeois rulers of

»the Western imperialist,countries](alongwith

EEenfEE?ne?? ?ourgeoisie) can somewhat afford
¥ Z4Lat, at tne moment, over t 3

plight of the revisionist regimgg ;giggse f
the facp that the former are relatively w il—
p%aced in the hierarchv of the world i% ee' -
list system than their East European-cognféi~
partg‘ They have access to the shock—abso;bin
c?shlon of super-exploitation of the depen- e
dent countries of Asla, Africa and Latin .

| America that miti 25
mitigates the tremors of the

econom;c crisig and, hence, postpones for
some time the impending internal explosions

~
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within these countries. This imperialist,
privilege is by and larg: denied to the
East European revisionist rulers. That is
why, of all the advanced capitalist countries,
the East European revisionist countries ¥ |
constitute the foremost arena of economic ;
and political instability that may thus bear
the brunt of the impendiag strckes of prole-
tarian socialist revolutionary movement.
But then, the West Eurcopean bourgeoisie
is only relatively secur:2 from the knock of
its historical destiny, for the cushion of
neo-colonial super-exploitation is tending
to slip out of its hands in the whirlwind of
anti—-imperialisi sirugglzss raging and gathexr-
ing momentum in the vast expanses of the
Third World. That is to say, the protective
financial umbrella of tae World Bank and
the political trappings >t pourgeois
parliamen:cary governance c¢an no more bail
out the East Europcan boargeoisie from the
fundamental crisis cf casitalist economy and
social order than they have done in the case
of the West European bourgeoisie. This in-
extricable crisis of world capitalism is,
driving the toilers of all lands, howsoever ;
stumblingly but inexorably, into the arms of
that:very communism that has been pronounced
"dead" by the wishful bourgeoisie. a7
The bourgeoisie of all countries and its
reformist hangers-on are sbscuring the elemen-
tary political truth that State power, of
whatever kind, is never changed, nor even
seriously affected, by p2aceful processions
of some hundred thousand persons whose poli-
tical earnestness and stamina are not tested
in any confrontation wita evz2n a fraction of
the armed might of the State. They are con-
cealing the fact that th2 current political
developments in the East Buropean revisionist

countries (where governm2nts are falling like

nine-pins apparently undzr tie nosse-impact

of massive peaceful proczassions!) do not :
28
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involve changes in the 15ti
g existin
gﬁ the concerned bourgeoisie ig g;aﬁs rule
at the changes taking place betng
contemplated, in the composition

EOnirary wishes of particular s
cg:g:egr small sections of the ruling
ca politEhzgrEEls po%icy of readjustment of
¢ 9 up from the revisioni
it ' : . revisionist
o :ggtmg?gibgdlng of violent eruptions of
1 ed resentment of the. toili
c : : he.toilin
aazsgs due to moUnting economic hardshivg
n ureaucratic SPpression, and is an .
ZEtETpL at dgrusing that resentmegt ;56
C Uraging its absorption by the veacef
bourgeois movement for reforms: :hét c:pUIt
¥ B ’ ar

p SN ;
rom the just-menticned basic political
consideration, g

: his readjustment 11 i
dictated by the Pressing consi g B
:EgEleg Westerg monopo%y capigsfagggT gg
ssiongf ,hgfferlqg some political conce-
éccommédc liefly in the form of politizally
elements?tlng the local_pro—Western bourgeois
not-clasé zgghthgﬁtp§§c1sely because it does
’ . compatib i
ge?grgl class interests, pglitiéZIW;;:éfpged
goqltlca} perspectives of powers~that-be ’
elause it signifies no gaine to the politi—

ets of indivi-

1

-cal strength and say of the exploited madori-

Ey of thesg peoples, the "democracy wave® ;1
Eav1ng unhindered sway in one country of °
S$§§ern Europe.after the other, and is being .
ed upon alike by Gorbochevy Bush, Koh
the Church, et all. ' S AR
While they are fulls adv s .
massive mobilisations %or tﬁgtﬁggggcﬁgs "
Tﬁrches in phe East-European capitals zhe
are concealing the fact that mostly tée !
girt1c19apts belong to various strata of the
urgeolsie and the upper stratum of the
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working class, and are invariebly led by .
bourgeois academicians, clerks and even the

revisionists themselves. They are obscuring out of the capitalist Wage—slave;y hall
r S0e

the fact that, over the iong years of invoke, .from the deep recesses of hei
bourgeois-revisionist rule, the working collective memory, the glorious 1 el
class masses of these countries have bkeen the Great October Revolution thategacy o
subjected by revisionist julers toc a syste- dimmed -for a while for some sect"may g
matic, persistent, and ali-round campaign of ilnternational proletariat but Falons o e
ideological disorientation; that the revi- erased from its historical memo o o ges
sionist rulers,; through a pro:racted process The spectre of communism shaif-

of thenretical distortion cf Marxism and haunting the bourgeois world. It sl
practical prostitution of socialism, have laid to rest so long as the int cagpof be
been able to cause a lot of blunting of the . pProlatariat lives and until th-ani.lo“a;
political consciousness of the working nal bourgeonisie is laid‘go reég s
masses and a blurring of their political Long  1i: _ E

vision; and that if, owiny to this ideoloai- , Ong llve World Proletarian Revolution!

= Tare e FLO.
Long -live the spirit of the Great October

cal-political vulnerability, some sections Revolution! !

of the working people ar= meomentarily .
manipulated tc join the chorus of bourgeois |
parliamentarism, it would be more a reflec-

PR Y

tion of their strong urge .u get rid of the
existing state of affairs :than heli fonancoc

. T - . i DXOPPIN T
of bourgeois parliamentarisu. ; G ALL PRETENCES

Lastly, they are concedtilly, wi peiiaps ! o -

: - - > pEs Gy i i1 Poland, Communist :
?hem§elv¢s ignoring, an ;mgo?tant-polltlcal i crats heading ét;thggé;; Péfty bureau-
implication (other than th2 immediate ones) verting them into their . prises are now con-
of the recent developments in East European hesses. The National Cgagg?.grlYate,bUSl‘
countries. The exposure cf the labouglng passeéd in Fekruary, allows ; itlon.Plan(
masses,  of these countries o bourgeois . - conduct 'exoerimenés' with on er?r}ses_to
democracy, the direct experience of which ; Usually this is done by SEttfgerahlp' ?T“
thg;East—Eurqpean peoples. had fortun§tely . business in which the. 'Commu {gt?P a pI Vgte
skipped eagller, and to Tonopoly capltal's' chief buys shares Whén the giZte ggterpr}se
intensified sgueeze on them as an accompanil- e i - < erprise
e A e S " ; receives an crder it declines, but recomm-

-_ment of bourgecis democracy, will certainly ends inste . . bR ;
e . . - : Ay ~ a i 2 : . AES
~~and -quickly make them reccil from bourgeois owns shares. ;E;’piizzze company 1n which he
~ democracy. Then, these lahguging masses, then leases SPacep Eoolz cgmgagy ]
" :already freed from the political ambiguity the state enter riSei ¢+ an €signers from
~‘that was due to the camouflaged class exploi- Hungary hag paséed a Co ;

nversion Law,

tation and oppression of kourgeois revisio- N : ( }
pp g 7T under which the top mahager of a state ent-

nist order, getting aroused and politically erprise has ¢ -ob mane
3 . .S [ 3
enlightened by the transpzrent and escalating 268 20»362 ofhih;nisiaégze EO buy it out.
class exploitation and oppression of bourgeois for grabs at "bérqaingba. s atﬁ firms are up
democratic order, and eagerly seeking the way --condensed from "Enter 2§$§2§e §§;§iél' "y

Py N { ., lS l,
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BIHAR:

Communal lunacy being fyight back

NOTE: The crisis-ridden ruling classes of
India, as well as their imperialist masters,
are relying more and m>re, on inciting commu-
nalism and communalirists with the explicit
purpose of dividing thz toiling masses: and
making them fight each other, thus rendering.
them weak and disunited in, and diverting
their attention from, their just revolutio-
ruling classes and theil State. Not only
this: the ruling class=2s are also using
communalism and communia.. riots as an excuse
to curb, 1in practice, the trade union/class
activities and the exisiing marginal democra-
tic rights in the name of banning communal
activities. At the sam=2 time, they are using
the same pretext of suppressing communal-
terrorism and so on for the purpose of arming
themselves with new draconian powers ahd
black laws. These laws are essentially to be
usednagainst restive masses of the toiling
peoplé. All this is on the one hand explicit-
ly to perpetuate their reactionary class rul
rule by suppressing the labouring masses and
their revolutionary struggles, and on the
<other to further enhance their exploitation

" in order to wriggle out of the deep and
general crisis they are facing nationally

and internationally.
But, at the same time, the revolutionary

- forces are not watching all this with folded
hahds. Comprehending its real class content
and implications,. the revolutionary forces
are ' Btanding up against this reactionary
onslaught of the reactionary rulers, in
.accordance with the existing capacity and
~irenmatances: _thev are vehemently exposing
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the real class content of the evil designs

of the ruling classes in playing with the
Sentiments of the people; and they are gathe-
ring forces, tarough the medium of speciall
built anti-communalist and anti==iot plat- !
fqrms, ﬁor the sake of resistirg and répul—
sing ;hls reectionary onslaught. As a result
they have not only been able to succeséfullg’
stall its advance, at places, but. are also
gathering forces and creating a congenial
atmospnere for the further advance of their
real revoluticnary struggles on sectional
and class issues.

' nge, as we go to press, a small hot
significant report from Bihar. 7

—_ RA-s ~— o
Editorial Board,

* * %
o _ : . .

. When the shila pujan (briek worship)
emonstation was marchioe 1 .
Nagar + + DOlhmeet oot s ool Natnpu-_

gl Shdciygdd o P \

jat

a & cily of Binar), tne
: tarpur tried to stop it on i
course. There was au altercation and a
stﬁmpcce; Seven people were injured. There-
after, thz whole of Bhagalpur, as well as
several villages of the district -- rather
several districts of Bihar -- were embroiléd
in the_communal riots..In these riots,
according to available information, hundreds
of people were killed, hundreds of shops
looted, and thousands of houses bhurnt. More
than 25,000 people were rendered jobléss En
th}s atmesphere of terror and panic, the-
prices of rice, pulses and salt etec, are
touching the skies. '

__But the revolutionary forces throughout
B}harlwerE'not silent spectators. They, uni-
ting immediately with the masses of the
people, stood up firmly against rioting
?xgosed this conspiracy, and were succeés—

ul 1n preventing it at sev is
are a few examplgs: Hessal placess Bere

Muslims of 1T

L
LS

S

' 28710.992 RO brave people of Rasaunk,
district Khagaria, formed an anti-riot
7S VLlUS W Aol aAlicl—Irigoc



organisation and prepar2d a plan to stop the
rioting. According to this plan, a meeting
of the Hindu and Muslim masses was called,
"and the real mystery of the Babri-Masjid and
brick-worship was explained to them. Further,
they planned to organis:z communal harmony
demonstrations; write aati-riot slogans on
walls; issue leaflets aad posters, exposing
the real content of the riots in broad cir-
cles; and so on.

Even in the distant 7illages, the situar
tion was so tense that even the fair-minded
democratic forces were panic-stricken. But a
team of brave comrades went propagating the
above message throughou: the village. The
administration did not allow a demonstration.
Then the democratic people wrote the follow-
ing on the walls:

{i) All religious-minded people of India
are the children of the same Hother India.
That is why, in 1857, they fought unitedly

against the Britishers.

(ii) Feeling threatened at the unbreakable
unity of the Indians, the Britishers caused
disunion in the country twice, in 1923 and
in 1945-47, by inciting ricts, and ultimately
divided the country.

(iii) In 1947 there viere 25 crore rupees
.in the national treasury of india, whereas
at present the same India has been burdened
wiih the loan of 85,000 crores of rupees.

(iv) The American bloc and the Russian
bloc are inciting riocts through the medium
of various organisations for the sake of
keeping India under their hegemony, enhancing
their exploitation and c¢iverting the mass-
fury into their favour.

The administration did nct allow a demon-—
stration for this purpose. Then all tie
people went door to door, met the people, an
and started preparations for the general
agsembly. But a Janata Lal suppertcer and ex-
head of the village gave a list of

u
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people and advised tnem to call the meeting
Dne_day later. So the harmony meetinc coulcd
be held a day later. Tn this meeting: nmrnk
than 200 people (hoth Hindus and Muslims)
assembled. About 12 speakers exoresség.:{
views. Noticing the positive imbact of the
Teet}ng on thne people assembled there:
CPIM) supporters and men from other orga:
thnsbstarted saying that they were also
thinking of calling such a meeting but «hat
they_could not make out what to do. Thu-‘ﬁ.
Meeting continued till late at night. ﬁndplw
from both the communitics embraced cacbr‘ -
other, and resolved to oppose the riot§= A
21 member communal harmony committee wés é]vo
formed. The news of the assembly cuickli h
became public in the village ané in thh‘
surreounding vill: s & ag well. The atmoéohere
n :
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1 = i rhand way.
In this assembly the following resoluti ns
were posed on behalf of the anti-riot oréa~”
nisation for the exposure of reality of the
riots: (i) The controversy of Babri Ma;*;‘u
and Thakurbari should be resolved 1ocali: in
Ayodhya through some social gathering or: ‘
through court. (ii) The controversy should
not be allowed to become a national contrd-
versy. (iii) No activity should be allow:da
that_may incite riots among Hindus and )
Musllms: (iv) If any individual acts or
speakslln a manner inciting riots, he should
be punished by the social panchayat on the
merits of the case. (v) Any native or '
forelgp money-bag, whether he be an exporter
of capital, a state leader, an industraa:‘s*
a landlord, a rendwned priest or the h;aELOE’
§9Te"T?pa?Fery or ia mullah (Muslim priest),
all want toO save themselves from the wrath

Of the massey, to divert cnr of

the people, znd to mak ) Toht

ek S Lino@an unds

he attent

t
tha
cne

¢t

n

2c

{



among themselves. That is why, they are
inciting riots and that is whv the Government
is also encouraging these riots in practice.

Apart from these, the following slogans
were also decided upon to be raised at the
demonstration which could not be held:

(i) Hindu, Muslim, Sikh and Christians -- are
all brethren. (ii) Stop the communal riots.
(1ii) Stop converting religious beliefs into
riots.

Then the fund was raised for issuing anti-
riot leaflets and a leaflet, wita the heading
"Riots Swallow Men, But Are Not 3olution to
Any Problem", was distributed, far and wide,
according to the capacity. Gesnerally, the
leaflet had a good impact. P2ople from.both
the communities, Hindus and the Muslims,
praised it. But some anarchisi elements of
Hindus showed great hatred fo10 it. At one
place, a feudal even went to i:he extent of
having it torn off the wall and trampled
underfoot in his presence. On.y then could
he feel pacified. But he could do nothing
else, ’

* % *x

A similar grand example was sat by the
brave team of intellectuals of Jamalpur in
Mungher district. Even in such grave condi-
tions, these people organised a harmony
meeting, in which several intellectuals
expressed their views about Babri Masjid and
the shila pujan (brick worshipping) £fox
Ramjanam Bhumi, exposing theii reality. They
also organised a "Peace and Harmony Commi-
ttee, Jamalpur". The committ=¢ issued an
appeal to the people for attznding the
harmony assembly on November 3. The appeal
warned the masses against th2 rumour-mongers
and appealed to them to foil i:he nefarious
designs of the rumour-mongers. A communal
harmony demonstration was also organised.
Anti-communalism posters wer= pasted on the
walls. Owing to these steps, i:here was no
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communal riot here, in spite of the prevai-
ling tension.
* % *

Similarly, when the anti-social elements
of Godargama planned to massacre the Mucslims
of Mohinderpur Punarvas in Begusarai district,
the -Harijan masses of the same Punarvas openly
opposed this injustice under the leadership
of a comrade, anc got prepared to fighiL unto
death for the defence of the Muslims. Hearing
of this, the criminal riotist elements got
frightened, and the massacre was averted.

* *x *

Thus, in accordance with the existing
capacity and circumstances, the masses under
the leadership of real democratic forces
continued to resist communal riots every-
where (a full report of which could not be
collected so far).

(&%)
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PUNJAB:

Revolutionary mass line
in anti-repression anti-connunal struggle

Some period after Operation Blue Star,
there was a resurgence in the activities
of the Khalistani fascis: gangs. The
sweep of communal harrad pade
fresh headway. The po g were silent
spectators to the atrocities and kiilings by
the Khalistani fascist gangs at many places.-
Wherever the police acted they let loose the
terror of the State on the common pezople

also, without differentidting them fyrom die-
hard Khalistani terrorisis and their resolute
supporters. Thus the commcn man, alrcady io
the clutches of ZXZhalistani fascists, had also
to bear the brunt of State terroris ar
as the political f{ight agaiust comm
was concerned the ruaticn was ail tne worse.
The Rajiv-Longowal accord, the ostensible

a 1Y

political answer of the Rajiv government
against Khalistani terrorism, soon exposed
its own bankruptcy. On the other hand, those
parliamentary opposition parties.who cla%med
to be the opponents of Khalistani terrorism
were virtually absent in giving any worth-
while resistance tc it.

Such a critical situation, when the
terror-stricken pcople of Punjab were groping
in the dark, posed a very serious challeng
to the revolutionary groups of Pun
Khalistani fascist gangs were so intoler t
and ferocious that their every opponent was
ordered to shut his mounth. To oppose them
publicly meant to invite the death sgntence
on oneself. Unlike ruling class parties, the
revolutionary groups neiiher had the protec-
tive umbrella of the Statie security forces
nor like the revisionist parties could they
get licenced weapons. )
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In such a demanding situation our organi-
sation and some other revolutionary groups
tock a clearcut and resolute stand against
Khalistani terrcr:sm and State terrorism. We
stepped up the propaganda campaign cgainst
them. This (nce more brought forth the fact
that genuine communist revoiutionaries cannot
be forced to shut their mouths by even as
bloudy and savage an enemy as the Khalistani
terrorists, and that in even the most criti-
ral and demand:ng situations genuine communist
revolutionaries cannot afford to go into
political hibernation by knowingly teking
vague political stands. However, only a pro-
paganda campaidn against Khalistani terrorists
was not enough tb> build.an effective resis-
tance against them. It was necessary to ouild
a great number of check-points, in the form
of revolutionary mass resistance centres, to
stem the tide cf communal fanaticism and of
both kinds of reactionary terrorism. But the
weak and divided state of the revolutionary
movement was a stumbling hlock in taking anvy
worthwhile initiative in this direction.

S50 to pool and organise every bit of
resentment and anger of all the positive
forces againstcommunalism and reactionary
terrorism, the building up of a common plat-
form was the most crying need of the prevai-
ling situation. The "Front against Repression
and Communalism", organised by our organisa-
tion and some other revolutionarv groups, was
the answer to this need.

Our organisation had played a most impor-
tant role in the formulation of the policy
of the Front and in planning its structure.

A debate was gcing on at that time about how
a common platform should be crganised against
communalism and reactionary terrorism. As a

contribution to this debate our organisation
circulated a position paper on the issue. The

i per became the basis of the mini-
programme of the Front which was
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~ According to this prcgyramme, Hindu commu-
nalism:and Sikh communalism are enemies and
equal targets of the Front. Similarly,
Khalistani terrorism and
should be equally hated and opposed. Congress
rulers, all groups of Akali Dal, Khalistani
terrorists, and Hindu ccmmunalists such as
Shiv Sena are the crimirals who are responsi-
ble for Punjab's tragedy. Communist revolu-
tionaries, democratic fcrces and personali-
ties, and secular-minded reople, who agree
with the programme of the Front, are to be
included in it. The policy does not allow

any force to enter the Front that overtly

or covertly supports on<¢ or the other kind

of communalism and one c¢r the other kind of
reactionary terrorism.

This policv of takinc the Khalistani
terrorism and the State terrorism as equal
enemies has a very important implication. Ti
implication is that, tor the security of
their life and property from Khalistani
fascist gangs, people sltouia not reiy on
State security forces. 7This means that, to
counter Khalistani terrorism, people cannot
limit themselves to politicel opposition to
it. They have to prepare themselves mentally,
organisationally and materially to resist it
militarily. From the very beginning this
policy meant, for the Front, that there
should be no reliance on police guards for
the security of the
Front leaders should not: ask

hoth

Liie

functions of
for , but
reject, police guards and l. . censed weapons
for their security -- ie¢, any privilege which
is not provided to the ccmmon people by the
government.

This policy meant that, al
mobilisation of the people {or revolutionary
mass resistance, a spec:.é&l emphasis should be
laid on the recruitmen: of fighting elements

of the people into a vo.unteer force. The
a0

ong with general

' At - w4 ,g,_ el atiey
= !

aﬁpfbved by all participating groups. ?
;

|
State terrorism L
I
!

Front formulated this aspect of its policy
into a slogar: "Don't have any hopes-from the
governments; tor defence make your own
arrangements"”.
. Wherever the Front units have seriously
implemented this slogen, have provided
concrete guidance to the people, and Front
}eadgrs and activists have come forward ;S G
ieading core in the self-defence of oeopié':
power, there groups of young volunteérsAhav;
emerged. These volunteers were ever readv r;
?§a£ any risk in the fight against KhalLitJ;1
;ergorlsts d have played the vanguard role
fence of the movement against

tic terrorism and communalism.
places, where Khallistani terrorists nad
%anned rallics and demonstraticns avainst
them, thers the Front units, basinoJon their
volunteer Fforce, defiantly challenéed this
van and successtully organised public func-
E}OP; as a part of their fight against
Khalistani terrorism. On the other hand
opportunist parties avoided organisatioés
of .public functions in spite of the securitv
umbrel}a of police available to them. ' -

A During the so-called social reform campaign
ct the Khaliscani terrorists, the results of
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the Front's policy of preparing the people

for self-defence were especially noteworthy
w?e;g tpis.policy was consistently and pain-
staxingliy implemented. The so-called social
reform campaign was a new and bigger fasicst
attagk of Khalistani terrorists on the people
Khalistani gangs announced death sentences L
fgl those who violated their commands regar-
ding dress, diet, cultural customs, and so

on. During this period, gangs of open and
Kpown followers of Khalistani terrorists were
disrupting the social life of people. Wifh
naked swords in hands, _these fascist gangs

of "social reformers" marching in the
streets, openly threatening, -humiliating and
thrashing thoae (both Hindus and Sikhs) who

‘A‘IQYD
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violated the dictates of the gangs about
certain social and cultural aspects'of‘life
Te situation was developing in two
directions side by side. Cn the one hand,
some sections of the people were bowing;
before one order afte: ancther issued by .the
fascist gangs. On the other handé, bitterness
and anger against khalisteni terrocism were
reaching new heights &mong more and more !
sections of the people. This fascist onslau-
ght on the day-to-day jives of common people
made the. task of mass resistance against
Khalistani terrorism more pressing. At the
same time it provided the occasion for the
most suitable form of Tass clashes with the
jumpen gangs ¥hslictani fanatics, since

8&“35) lic
in this.case these gangs {unlike their usual
wandering, publicly

hit-and-run attacks) VEIT i

threatening tne [PIISTCR R ving them

with lathis ana swords. Unde yig sway of |
E 1 even a few
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Khalistani terror; Cin: S -ing of

examples of challenge to the fascist onslau-
ght by the organised 1ess resistance of
people had a special sicnificance. Here are

a few such examples: :
~ In an area of our serty work, village "A"
has been our political focal point for a
long time. Our main party activist in the
village is a known mass leader of the area.
Just before Operation 13iues Star (1984) this
village had b a o ttle—-ground between
the followers Of Khalistani terrorists and
the village people. Ta:ing advanrage of the
prevailing Khalistani c:error 7 Gung of Sikn
Atics-cum-criminals wanted usurp the
of a Hindu templ
turning it into a gur
This attack by religio
land grabbing (under t
struggle) was successt
village people under LA<
The strrugdgle -«
fanati

o

in tne village by
wara [(Sikl temple).
s fanaticism and for
2 garb of religious
1

et
M Yl R ekt
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iy repuised by the
lezderchip of ouxr

sarty now pitch when
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g?mZZitritiog organised in the nearby town
comrades and challenged th :

e . [ e lead
5h§1demonstrahlon to fight with them Tié of
vo Lntger ;quad accompanying the -
tion attacked the gang with fire
one ¢f the fanatics was injured

obvi s resuls i {
iouu resulw of this strucgle,

demonstra-
arms and
£s an

cUuUr main

party a;tiyist became & thorn in thz sigd
?éthe Khaliztani terrorists aﬂé é:;*;*oe
éf;: -0 gpe a;eafiwithin a snort period
anq' %nildent, the police Eftacﬁ;d
t;;O‘ -g‘uﬁlgrge numbgr of gurudwafés
. “ur.jab (Operation BRlue Star). &=
5 ope;ation, the Hindu temoéé .
urned 1nto a gurudwara in %E{lﬁ?a
o §?‘come under nolice attack.fAujp
© 1xn fanatics were arrested and

vere cantured.

N ré;ut;AQ t..on B;ue Star, when there was
a ve rgence of Khalistani terrorism, our
P ! -

_coarace was put on the top hit list of
hnayls}ali terrorists in this aréa &OQ~
Lulb othey Il 2.d,; he becane convenor éf éh ’
ELOHF unit 0i the area. One threat afteAe
;?otnerlfrcm the terrorists began to regch
S;giaghiifg:s Ehe ?griod‘when the sc—calléd
social ;;11 T”Tampdign of the Sikh fanatics
vas i BéOLlJWLng w@Ep‘almost all gections
ot ;;: ;EAP e fere liable tc be the target
M% this fascisc oaslaught,; when the State
BAEACLLNEY ¥ the Barnaia governmént v

e

'''' betore the fasci !
n. Khalistani ter;;.,‘ :
time and again thac 1o éne
;g to hold a vubliic raliv or

Jdemcnet
and reactionary
against the thxeat to the life
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was

. ..The atmosphere in tke town and the area
en-

charged with mixed emotions of anxiety and
-thusiasm. People generelly feared that any ,
bloody incident might lappén on the day -uf the
conference and the demcnstration. As part of
the preparations, semi-secret mass meetings
were organised in some villages of the aiea
and in various parts of the town. About a
score of volunteers, armed with conventional
weapons and under-cover illegal fire-arms,
toured the town for collection of funds and
for open canvassing and distribution of hand-
bills against the Khalistani terrorists for
the express purpose of shatiering the prevai-
ling atmosphere of tericr.

About 2,000 people participated in the
conference and about 1,600 people (iucluding
. women) marched through the town, mostly arm=d
with conventional weapons and some of course
with under-cover fire-arms. Besides at the |
conference venue. loudsveaker extensions were
arranged to other suitable places in the town

for a section of the peaple who supported

. the Front's fight against Khalistani terro-
»rists but did nqt dare participate in the

- sconference. This mass defiancé and armed

- march by hundreds of pecple against the
dreaded terrorists had a lightning effect on
sections of the people who were becoming -
targets of the fury of Sikh fanatics. News
of this demonstration, along with name of
our mass leader of the area, instantly: spread
to the towns in the nearby areas. ’

With this development the Sikh fanatics

of the area felt their fascist vanity
injured. They thought »f terrorising the
whole of village "A". for this, they orga-
nised their area level conference in the

¢

ce, taking advantage

village and invited a 2unjab level Sik!
fanatic leader, Baba Jo>ginder Singh (father
cf Bhindranwala). On taie day of the conferen-
of their smassive
4
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presence in the:village, a gang of youn
£§§?ths began’to search the shops in tge
tgatag: ggfébggglup a shopkeeper on the plea
i '~ Pldles. The village peopl
n-)e - I 1 e w h
;ugg_gigfiiéén?;d Egy51gally prepareg for sny
Ar Y, rashed this a iv
gang. Hearing news of this inci ot o Tare
. e S 1lncident
?gzggédoibparilclpants of the conferznégrge
€ place of the incident i
aggressive and retaliat 6 oo
the village Deoéle rapaacy oot e
11z Peop.e well prepared for a
sv?ntuﬁlltg andlfor paying back in thengame
csig, the fanatic crowd retreated to the
onference venue. This was perhaps the firs
E}Te.ln Punjﬁb when the Sikh fan;tiéschiérfE
ii: ngmb%e Ple vis-a-vis beople in a pe}ioéu
glcn Lhelrlwr;t ran large throughout PuﬁTah
ngs of this incident thrilled the revol] o
-ionary ranks and sections of peopl -
to the Sikh fanatics. (Some monthg ?a?SEOSEd
E:e Front;nn1thgf the area had to dgf§ sére—
khgug poiice erior§s to prevent a meeting of
Fae ion bto pp addressed by the same comrade
2 nearby village. Despite arrests and
villager 5
was «successfully held -- agginstggz E;gglamme
a morale-bhoosting talkj i i
the area immediately.} 7 T7e point in
When this news of th i i ]

s € Khalistani i
retreat reached town "B", our politi£Z§CISts'
gintre of another nearby arex, followers and
topgg;t;rs Sflthe local Front unit asserted

ront leadership that the

: too =hg

?fgiggfera? arTed march to checkythe so-;;iged
S €rorm” campaign in the town a
t . : nd

arfa around it. Within a few days, about 583
volunteers of the Front armed with conventic-
nal weapons marc@ed on the roads of the tgwn

the result 'of the rousj
sul Cusing effect of
the Front's militant activities in this town

and in the villzoo 3" ' '
T Te+44ye A" area that ‘two Hindu
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shopkeepers beat a gang of Sikh fanatics who
had come to search them and :ad threatened
them. After this the shopkeepers reported
this incident to the Front office in the town
instead of going to the police. This was the
indication of the closeness of the Front
leadership with the people of ?be town. This

' closeness was earned due to a firm mass
approach and daring mass mi.itant a§t1v1t;es
over a long period of time. Befpre Operaticn
Blue Star, when two Hindu shopkeepersz were
shot dead by Khalistani terroriets a@dqthg
town was terrorised, ou:r comrades had daring-
ly addressed the funeral
the .people against terror
pericd of Operation Blu:2 £
was under curfew, oui Coorl
hand-w..tten propaganda na
tcps. A free public kitchen w
a locality of labcurers wno W
due to unemployment crezed DY 1
tions. After Operation B8 ue 5tax, vhe Jocal
Front unit could gather 4,000U~->,0U0 people

in cultural programmes. i{n the Q;ganlsatlon
of such programmes, variogs sections of the
people such as milkmen, eiectr101ans( cooks,
rickshawpullers, tenthouse cwners and )
labourers etc, happily aid freely contylbutea
their services and wares. The Front unit wai
capable of summoning SCOrEeS of volunteers a
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short notice to provideA

its leaders and public L
In another town "C",

ticn of more than 1,50C(

! he same period. A croup ik :
boar g citly tried to terro-

- 2oL -
rise and disrupt %the demonsitration. on,

bearing naked swords tz

one pretaxt cr the othe

the columns nf demonstia’

‘hand, the

ticn in- the rzme o
x o -~ O N WA TR o
But the Tront i1oadd

nedundeterred and -
‘/l {l

yecurity cover for
dncoions.

an armed demonstra-
pzople was organi§ea
of Sikn fanatics

crossed ti
On the :

oA
the Jdemonsis

ar.a

both the State terrorists and the communal
terrorists. R .

"D" is a comparatively big town (sub-
division headquarters} whick had been a
strong-hold of Khalistani terrérists since
the beginning of communal turmoil in Punjab.
The local Front unit was able to organise a
successful political-cum-cultural public
function in which 3,000-4,000 people partici-
pated (both Hindus and Sikhs) in spite of the
threats and warnings of the *errorists.

The most impressive show of strength was
a collzactive demonstration of the Front in
which about 8,600 people participated. The
participants were not only armed with conven-
tional weapons but also with the hatred and
spirit of fight-to-the-finish against Khali-
stani terrorism and State terrorism.

According to chairman Mao's teachings,
when the enemy attacks us, it means we are
on the right track. The correctness of
political direction of the Front and its
successful implementation was corroborated
by the fact that, within a short period of
its formation, Khalistani terrdrists became
furious against-Frcnt leaders and activists.
In most: of the cases, leaders of the Front
units were put on the hit lists of terrorists
and in some cases Front .leaders have been
seriously pursued and have hed to leave their
families and professions. A supreémo of Sikh
fanatics, Baka Joginder Singh, had often spat
venom against the Front in his conference.

On the othe: hand, the police have raided

the Front's office at some places and arres-
ted its leaders and activists at many places.
The charge of inciting c¢ivil war, levelled
against the Front by an official T.V. commen-
tator, incicated the attitude of the State
towards the Front.

Some experiences and problems:

In the beginning, seven revolutionary
groups part_cipated in the Front. But in a
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short period, three of then parted ways with
the Front; after some timz. another group
left. One of the problems fhat caused the ’
departure 'of thé groups from the Front con-
cerned mass approach. i
The programme of the Front is based cn’
two issues, communalism and reactionery
terrorism (and repression!, viewea from the
close angle. Some groups insisted that the
scope of the Front should be widened, ie,
it should also take up seci:ional and class

-demands of the people. The=y wanted the Front

itself to work with the pzispective of deve-
loping into a communist ravolutionary centre
instead of as a mass front against only
conmunalism and reactionarv terrorism. On

' we assertad that (i) there

15 vast scope Lo Crganising on a common
T i cemnt aiim mammtiane and clageos of
Piacs Tl VAl ioes sl il i class=s OL
. = o=y P 4 ~ £ ~ R a
people who are victims cf communal fanaticicem
- - . U T USRI Sy gk +ho+s F3149Y thig
diili Ledoeuiviiar y cCL DO 4 Oty U T LD e chnl

scope:: can be fully realised only if we do

‘not-impose on others our ideology and politi-

cal views about issues otner than communalism
and reactionary terrorism.

Experience has shown tnat through the
Front we could approach aad influence those

' sections of the people, particularly the

Hindu trading community, who were diffigult
tc reach through revolutionary democracilc
mass organisations. In fact, class/sectional

_mass organisations for thz unorganised

sections, have very pressing objectivg need
for propaganda and mobilisation against
communalism and reactionary terrorism. There
were many instances when deople, particularly
labouring people, demandel that the Front
leaders should also organise and lead them
to get their demands fulfilled. We asserted
that though we should try hard to fulfill
the objective need in som2 other appropriate
manner, we should not press the scope_of Ehe
Front against communallsSm énua Lepressivin oo
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that end.

There was another form in which some
groups were trying to narrow the scope of
the Front. Tiey insisted that the Front
should do joint activities with any political
party who is agreed to its minimum common
programme. We asserted that the platform of
the Front should not be utilised for the
projection of the images of the leaders of’
any political party and its politics. For
them the people, who joined the Front only
on the issues of communalism and reactionary
terrcrism will be compelled to identify them-~
selves with the political party with which
the Front does joint activities. In fact,

there is & left tendency to.thus prematurely
attach mass crganisations as front organisa-
tions or through Jjoint activities. This is a
form of irmpocing one's pclitics upon the

necple, The groups which left the Front

joined a <oaglomerate with the name Revolu-
tiorary Unity Centre which has no clear-cut

programme aid perspective but is a free-for-
all propaganda platform.

Our experience of the Front again proved
that, given the correct political direction,
sound mass approach (ie, adoption of appro-
priate methods of recching the people,
suitable forms cof propaganda, organisation
and struggle), people can match a very
powerful enemy. At certain places our acti-
vists, starting from scratch, succeeded in
mobilising and rousing the people to the
level of mass resistance against communal
fascist gangs. But there are certain other
groups, with wrong political orientation,
defective mass approach and incorrect
methods of work, whose activists could not
advance the work, beyond a propaganda
routine. Instead of correcting their approach,
line and methods of work, they concluded that
people are so terrorised and disappointed
that they -cannot be mobilised and roused
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beyond a certain limit wilhout retaliatory
armed actions against Kha .istani terrorists
by armed squads of revolui:ionary groups. The
debate about relevance of squad actions for
the mass movement is again heated up in
revolutionary circles of 2unjab. We have
once again answered this debate on the
practical plane, along wich the ideological-
political struggle, throujsh the successful
performance of our Front inits at certain
places.

Wwe did not expect that all Front units
were capablée of mobilisinjg and organising
the people up to the level of mass resistance.
So we perceived two categories of Front units.
In some areas we decided to work with the
perspective of developing Front units as
check peoints against the Khalistani. onslaught
where we shall be capable of banning communal
fascist atrocities. In such areas not only
should ctne Front units be capable of mobhili-
sing and organising the people for mass
resistance but we should have a sufficient
solid mass base and organisations in various
sections -- particularly among the basic
masses of the people. In such areas, defen-
sive armed actions may be organised or an
element of red terror may e utilised as an
activity supplementary tc the people's mass
resistance -- basing on it ard to advance it.

There are other areas where the Front,
units are liable to remain weak for some time
'to come due to various stbjective and objec~
tive factors and where we: have not sufficient
mass influence and organisation in different
sections of the people. In such areas, Front
units should avoid activities which might
cause a rise in the struggle with Khalistani
terrorists to a pitch beyond our capacity.
Our activists working in such units should
be mentally and emotionaZ.ly prepared for the
eventuality in which we nay not be capable
of answering the proveccative acts of Khali-

stani terrorists. In such areas, the Front

-n
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ugits should work in a slow and steady manner
with the perspective of gathering matching
strength over a comparatively long period.

At the time of launching the Front, we
also thought that there are certain-sections
of the people who are opposed to communalism
and gegctionary terrorism but who do not dare
participation in the Front's activities. So
we should not press such sections to identify
with the.Front. Rather, we should help them'
to organise their separate platforms against
communalist and reactionary terrorism, so
that every bit of opposition against communa-
lism and reactionary terrorism can be pooled
and organised into a mainstream.

A problem which caused the separation of
another revolutionary group from the Front
was their tendency to soft-pedal towards
S%kh communal politics and Khalistani terro-
rlsm..According to the minimum common under-
standing sorted out for the formation cf the
Front,_Sikh communal politics and Khalistani
terrorism on the one hand and Congress{I)
rulers! and State terrorism on the other
hand, both are the enemies and equal targets
of the Front. But later on this revolutionary
group began to assert its position in the
FFont that Congress rulers and State terro-
rism are the main enemies of the people; the
Frgnt should mainly fight against them, this
while such communalists and Khalistani
Ferrorists are a lesser evil. Irn fact,
is a particular form of capitulationist
Fen@ency towards Khalistani terrorism which
is prevalent in a section of the revolutiona=
ry camp..The Front cannot afford to allow
any such tendency within it, because it has
to make the people fight Khalistani terrorism
bltterly,_daringly, steadfastly.

There is another capitulationist tendency
towards State terrorism against which the
Front and genuine communist revolutionary
groups have to fight. The chief proponent of
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this tendency.is the Punjab unit of Ramachan-
dran group. On the one hand, this group
claims‘that along with Khaiistani terrorism
it fights against State terrorism also. But,
on the other hand, this group is enjoying
the privilege of licensed arms for the ...
security of its leaders. While the need for
self-defence, not only of cadres but of the
masses, is indeed pressing, it cannot be
addressed through the obtaining of arms
licences from the State. The arms licensing
policy of the Indian State is part and
parcel of the ruling classes' contrel and
direction of the means of siolence; therefore
the right to bear arms is aot conced=d by
the State as a democratic right to be shared
by people, but as a privilage granted to
those it trusts; and thie "right" can ‘also
be withdrawn as it wishes. As a matter of
principle we reject such privileges not
granted to the common pecple. Moreover, as,
communist revclutionaries pledged to crganise
the overthrow of the State through armed
struggle, acceptance of erms-licences f;om
the State operates (thouc¢h not necessarily
intended so) as a signal that these weapons
will not be trained on the State. This is
all the more so if such licences are distri-
buted to persons by virtue of their member-
ship of revolutionary oryanisations. Therefore
for self-defence, we mus®h rely basically on
the organised strength o> the broad masses
of people and on the meane available to them,
supplemented by the use of illegal fire-arms.
In order to sucessful.y build a mass move-
ment it was urgent and necessary to fight, —
on the theoretical plane the wrong tendencies

and trends which were raising their head in
the revolutionary movement. Significant among
such tendencies and trenlds are: different

forms of class collabora:icns with Sikh
section of the ruling clasises and softness -

SI SRERSTEE rrwarda Khalistani terrorism;
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vanguardist tendencies to counter Khalistani
terrorism; different forms of imposition of
party policies on the mass organisations, etc.
After enjoying a period of ascendeucy,
the Front has been passing through a state
.of unsatisfactory performance. One of the
.‘problems is acute shortage of mass activists
and mass leaders for the Front. Till now the
Front could not build its permanent and inde-
pendent organisational structure. Most of
the activists who comprised its core and
leadership also bear thc responsibilities of
some other mass organisation. Due to conti-
nuous pul.s from both sides, they cannot.
continuously play a satisfactory role in the
Front. The democratic elements and militants
from the unorganised sections of people, who
constitute the solid support base, is an
unstable force. This force becomes active
and passive in accordance with the rise and
Khalis-ani terrorism in their areas.
To educate and develop such elements intc a
stable revolutionary force is a long, time-
consuming ané arduous task. So, for some
time to comz the Front organisation and the
movement under its leadership will see ebbs
and flows.

As the situation stands now, we have many
difficult teething problems in reviving and
advancing our work on this Front. But, at
the same time, we have a good experience
behind us, and our Front units have a good
name and influerce. There is a very fertile
cbjective situation. These positive factors
give us suffici.ent confidence and we axe
determined to solve all the problems mentio-
ned above.
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