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9th, 10th & 11th Lok Sabha Elections
(Partywise percentage of votes polled)

Party 1989 1991 1996 Seats won 1n
1996
Congress(I) 39.5 36.5 29.8 142
BIP 11.5 20.1 20.8 160
D 17.7 11.8 8.1 45
CPI(M) 6.6 6.2 62 32
CPI 2.6 25 20 12
Forward Bloc 0.4 0.4 04 3
RSP 0.7 0.6 0.7 5
SP — — 3.3 17
TDP 33 3.0 31 16
DMK 25 2.1 23 17
TMC — — ‘o A
AGP — 0.5 ne
Congress(T) — — 1.41 4
Samata —_ — 2.0 8
HVP — 0.1 0.3 3
Shiv Sena — 08 1.6 15
BSP 2.0 1.6 4.0 1
TDP(LP) — — 1.0 -
AIADMK 1.5 1.6 0.7 -
JIMM - - 1.41 !
SAD(Akali) 0.03 — 08 8

Note: 1996 voting percentages are only prehminary estimates.
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Congress(I) (Preliminary Estimates)
(Comparative vote percentages in 1991 and 1996)

Name of State 1991 1996 Increase
or
Decrease
Andhra Pradesh 45.6 409 -4.7
25(42) 22(41)
Assam 285 336 +51
8(14) 5(14)
Bihar 242 13.7 -105
1(51) 2(51)
Delht 396 399 +0.3
27 27)
Gujarat 290 404 +112
5(16) 10(26)
Haryana 37.2 234 -13.8
9(10) 2(10)
Himachal Pradesh 462 54.7 +8.5
2(2) 4(4)
Karnataka 42 1 310 -11.1
23(28) 15(27)
Kerala 388 38.7 -01
13(16) 7(17)
45.3 322 ~13.1
727(40) 8(40)
Maharashtra 48 4 35.4 -13.0
“38(48) 15(48)
Onssa 44 1 460 -1.9
13(21) 16(21)
Punjab 493 362 -13.1
12(13) 2(13)
Rajasthan 440 41.2 -2.8
13(25) 12(25)
Tamil Nadu 42.6 19.2 =234
28(28) 0(29)
Tnpura 828 346 —48.2
2(2) 0(2)
Uttar Pradesh 18.3 8.1 -10.2
5(82) 5(79)
West Bengal 362 40.9 +4.7
541 9(42)

Note: Seats won and total seats contested (in bracket) is given in second row.
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BJP (Preliminary Estimates)
(Comparative vote percentages in 1991 and 1996)

Name of State 1991 1996 Increase
or
Decrease

Andhra Pradesh 9.6 52 44
2(41) 0(37) .

Assam 9.6 16.3 -6.7
2(8) 2(13)

Bihar 16 0 216 +56
5(53) 18(31)

Delhi 402 53.1 +129
5(7) 5N

Gujarat 504 50.7 +03
20(26) 16(26)

Haryana 10.2 215 +1135
0(10) 4(6)

Himachal Pradesh 42.8 399 -29
2(4) 0(4)

Karnataka 28.8 25.0 -38
4(28) 6(27)

Kerala 4.6 5.7 +1.1
0(19) 0(18)

Madhya Pradesh 419 428 +09
12(40) 27(39)

Mabharashtra 202 22.3 +2.1
6(32) 18

Onissa 9.5 13.3 +38
0(21) 0(20)

Punjab (1992)16.5 66 -99
09 0(6)

Rajasthan 40.9 421 +2.2
12(25) 12(25)

Tamil Nadu 1.7 3.0 +1.3
0(15) 037

Tnpura 1.5 6.6 +5.1
o(1) 0(2)

Uttar Pradesh 32.8 33.5 +07
51(84) 52(83)

West Bengal 1.7 69 48
0(42) 0(42)

Note: Seats won and total seats contested (in bracket) is given in second row
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Entry of Foreign Print Media
Opposed*

Statement Dated August 4, 1996 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M) to Press

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist)
strongly condemns the unilateral decision of the Foreign
Investment Promotion Board, to open the doors to foreign print
media into the country. It is a matter of shock and grave concern
that the 1993 proposal for a tie-up between the Business Standard
and the Financial Times (London) which the Narasimha Rao
Government dared not clear in the face of countrywide
democratic opposition, has now been cleared by the FIPB under
the United Front Government.

Already there is widespread popular resentment to the ugly
assault on our national values and culture, through the open skies.
In this background, the entry of foreign print media will lead to
unprecedented degeneration of Indian culture, loss of our national
identity, ultimate imperialist domination and control of our
media, which, in tun, will pose a serious direct threat to our
national unity and sovereignty. It is for this very reason that late
Prime Minister Nehru remained firm and adamant against entry
of foreign media.

The Polit Bureau demands that clearance given to Business
Standard-Financial Times tie-up be cancelled. It calls upon all
patriotic people in the country to raise their voice in protest.

*Published 1n "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, August 11, 1996.



CPI(M) Opposes
PSU’s Disinvestment*

Statement Dated August 9, 1996 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M) to Press

The CPI(M) expresses its disapproval and opposition to the
Governments decision to proceed with the disinvestment of
shares of the public sector units. First of all, the Union Budget
has proposed to raise Rs. 5,000 crore through the disinvestment
of PSU shares. In order to achieve this the first two rounds of
disinvestment beginning from September have been planned. It
has been announced that disinvestment of shares will take place
in one PSU at a time. Among the PSUs so listed are the most
profitable concerns such as ONGC, VSNL, Indian O1l and so on.

This process of disinvestment cannot be accepted as they
follow the same path taken by the previous Government. First of
all, the first two tranches of disinvestment will be done without
the participation of the Disinvestment Commission ‘which s
being set up. This is contrary to what is stated in Common
Minimum Programme. Secondly, the shares offered for sale are
of the most profitable PSUs. The CMP has committed the
Government to strengthen the PSUs which are profitable and are
performing well. Is the sale of the shares of these PSUs like the
VSNL and the Indian Oil Corporation designed to strengthen the
profitable PSUs? It is also reported that the cabinet has taken a
decision to disinvest shares of PSUs in the non-core and
non-strategic sectors up to 74 per cent of their equity holdings.
Divesting 74 per cent of the shares would mean privatisation .Of
these units. There is no explanation from either the industnes
ministry or the finance ministry of what is the definition of the
non-core, non-strategic areas.

*Published 1n ‘PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, August 18, 1996
‘PSU’ means ‘Public Sector Undertaking’.
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The terms and reference for the Disinvestment Commission
make it clear that all that the Government proposes to do is to
raise money through the sale of profitable PSU shares and use it
to meet the budgetary deficit. This is the meaning of the talk of
putting such money into health and education sectors. Even if
disinvestment of shares is done, one would expect such money to
be ploughed back into the public sector units concerned for their
strengthening and upgradation.

The budget proposals have not yet been passed by parliament,
yet disinvestment of specific PSUs have already been chalked
out. The Polit Bureau, therefore, wants the Government to stick
to the commitment of strengthening the PSUs made in the CMP.
Any step outside this framework requires discussions.

The United Front Government is expected to strengthen the
self-reliant basis of the economy, step up public investment in
infrastructure, agriculture and increase state expenditure in the
social sectors. All this requires not the dismantling of the public
sector but strengthening it by revamping and streamlining it. The
direction of public sector disinvestment will not serve these aims.
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All Telecom Deals Must Be
Reviewed*

Demand made by The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M)
In Its Statement Dated August 22, 1996 Issued to Press

It is nearly a week since the CBI raids unearthed the huge amount
of illegal money and other assets kept by the former Union
Minister, Sukh Ram. It is surprising that up to now the authorities
have not been able to trace the whereabouts of Sukh Ram abroad
who is also a sitting member of parliament.

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) demands that the concerned
authorities take immediate steps to apprehend the former munister
and bring him back to India forthwith to face the charges agamst
him.

It is shameful that the Congress(I) leadership continues to
maintain that the guilt of Sukh Ram has to be established even
while being forced to suspend him from the party. The CBI
should not confine itself to investigating the single case of
corruption involving the contract awarded to the ARM Ltd.
It should conduct a broad-based investigation into the whole
gamut of contracts awarded during Sukh Ram’s tenure.

Given the enormity and the wide ramifications of the shocking
corruption in the telecom ministry under Sukh Ram, the Polit
Bureau demands that the Deve Gowda Government should take
immediate steps to review the whole range of tendering .amd
awarding of contracts and licences in the basic telecom services
and the cellular phone services. Nothing but a full-fledged
investigation and open enquiry will satisfy the people.

*Published in 'PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, September 1, 1996



. Government Spokesmen
Creating Confusion in J & K*

Statement Dated August 27, 1996 Issued by
Harkishan Singh Surjeet, General Secretary
of CPI(M), to Press

At a time when the whole world is looking towards the outcome
of the elections in Jammu & Kashmir, where the people, fed up
with the activities of the extremists and separatists, are going to
express their desire for peace by reiterating their determination to
protect their identity within the framework of Indian unity,
confusion is being created by some of the statements by the
government’s spokesmen. Unfortunately, some statements have
come from the Home Minister himself.

In his interview to the BBC, he is supposed to have stated
that surveys indicated that the Hindu-majority Jammu and the
Buddhist-dominated Laddakh did not wish to be part of the
present state of Jammu and Kashmir and that religious separatism
was strong only in the Kashmir valley. He is also supposed to
have said that the government is already considering a Union
Territory status for Laddakh. With regard to the future status of
Jammu, he has said that nothing has been finalised and that the
nature of autonomy for the valley is also being discussed. He has
further said that the success of the proposal would, however,

depend entirely on the polls being conducted in a free and fair
manner.

These comments go fundamentally against the Common
Mln{mum Programme of the United Front. The CMP assures
maximum autonomy to the people of Kashmir and envisages a
proper status for the people of both Laddakh and Jammu. But in
no case has it agreed to the division of the state into three units.
Such a proposal will have serious implications nationally and

internationally and is disruptive of national unit i
United Front is wedded. nity to which the

*Published in "PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, September 1, 1996.



800 Documents of The Communist Movement in India

This has sent wrong signals to the people of Jammu and
Kashmir where crucial elections are being held to vindicate
India’s stand and to thwart the game of foreign powers which
want to destabilise our country. Blaming the people of Kashmir
for calling victims to religious separatism shows complete
ignorance about the culture and the aspirations of the Kashmin
people

The Prime Minister reiterated on the floor of parliament about
the commitment of the United Front to grant maximum autonomy
alongwith economic package, the development of Kashmins
economic and social life which have been ruined during the last
few years.

Restraint has to be exercised while advancing new proposals
with regard to Jammu & Kashmir which already has been
complicated by the manoeuvres of foreign powers, particularly by
the proxy war being fought by the Pakistani rulers. The problem
should not be seen from a partisan angle as it concerns no
particular party. It is a national question. Its solution lies in
winning over the people of Kashmir, who unfortunately got
alienated for some time. The elections in Jammu & Kashmir
provide the best opportunity for them. All efforts have to be made
to mobilise the people. It is these elections alone which will
consolidate the desire of the people for peace.
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On Demand for Gorkhatand State*®

Statement Dated September 9, 1996 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CP1(M) to Press

Consequent to the announcement about the proposed formation
of a scparate state of Unarakhand by the Prime Mmster on
Independence Day, the demand for 2 separate state COMPTISING
the Darjeeling hill areas has been raised agam. Hopes are bemg
aroused that such a state can solve the problems bemng faced by
the Nepali-speaking people of the hill area.

The Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Council was set up after a
prolonged agitation for the redressal of the gnievances of the six
lakhs of people who hive there. The Left Front Govemroent
has been sincerely cooperating to ensure that the autonomous
council functions satisfactorily. There are a.greater number of
Nepali-speaking people hving outside the hill areas m the
state. The provision of a Hill Council within West Bengal
enabled both the Nepali-speaking people of the hills and the
plains to take advantage of employment and other opportunities
all over the state.

It is true that many areas and regions in the country suffer from
economic backwardness and the overall uneven development has
contributed to feelings of peglect. In recent times, the question of
ethnic identity has also come to the fore. All these issues require
to be tackled so that the genuine problems of the ethmic and
linguistic minorities are resolved m a framework wherein the
unity of the people belonging to different communities and the
working people is preserved.

The CPI(M) does not consider the formation of a separate
state as the solution of the basic problems such as poverty and

*Published 1 "PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY”, New Delhy, Scpteinber 15, 1996



802 Documents of The Communist Movement in India

uneven development. We are of the view that autonomy within
the state where similar conditions prevail, is a better solution At
the same time, the Party understands the special problems faced
by the hill people in the Darjeeling area and shares therr
aspirattons for all-round progress. Therefore, in view of the
special situation in the hill areas where 95 per cent speak the
Nepali language, the autonomous council was formed. No
solution can be found by recourse to coercive agitation. It 15
necessary for discussions to be held in a peaceful atmosphere so
that a democratic solution can be found. The Polit Bureau i
confident that the Left Front Government will look after the
interests of the Nepali-speaking people in West Bengal as well as
the other linguistic and religious minorities in the state.
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Condolence on Comrade
Mansur Habibullah*

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) 15 deeply grieved at the passing
away of Comrade Mansur Habibullah. Comrade Habibullah,
from his student days, was active in the anti-imperalist
movement. He was amongst the first batch of Communist
activists to emerge from Burdwan district.

After joining the party in 1935, Comrade Habibullah
played a notable role in the early period of the Communist
movement in Bengal. He was one of the builders of the
Kisan movement. Defying repression, he was injured in the
police firing in Rajshahi jail in 1946. After the formation of
the Left Front Government, Comrade Habibullah served
as the Speaker of the legislative assembly and later as the
law minister.

Devoted to the cause of Marxism-Leninism, Comrade
Habibullah was an erudite person who, despite failing health,
read and wrote regularly. At the Fifteenth Congress of the Party
in April 1995, Comrade Habibullah was amongst the ten veteran
comrades who were felicitated for their contribution to the
revolutionary movement.

The Party and the working class movement has lost a tested
leader. The Polit Bureau pays homage to his memory and
conveys its heartfelt condolences to his family members.

The CPI(M) general secretary, Harkishan Singh Surjeet, has
sent the following message of condolence:

I am saddened by the news of the death of Mansur Habibullah.
He was a comrade who had served the Party with devotion for six

*Published in "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, September 22, 1996.
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decades. He was one of the pioneers who did invaluable work n
the formation of the Students’ Federation and Kisan Sabha in
Bengal. A staunch revolutionary, loyal to the Communist Party in
all its twists and turns, his life will always be an example to
others in the movement. I salute his memory and convey my
heartfelt condolences to his family.
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Homage to Comrade Sunil Maitra*

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist)
announces with deep grief the sudden death of Comrade
Sunil Maitra, member of the Polit Bureau and editor of People’s
Democracy on the morning of September 18, 1996 due to a
massive heart attack in Calcutta.

Sunil Maitra, who was bomn in 1927, joined the freedom
struggle as a very young student. He joined the All India
Students’ Federation in 1940 and took an active part in the Quit
India movement for which he was imprisoned for over a year. He
became active in the trade union movement in 1946 as an
employee of an insurance company. He joined the undivided
Communist Party in 1952,

All through his active political life spanning over five decades,
Sunil Maitra was closely associated with the working class
movement. His political and organisational abilities propelled
him to become one of the builders of the trade union movement
among the insurance employees. He was one of the founders of
the All India Insurance Employees Association. At the time of
the split in the united party, he took a firm position in defence of
Marxism-Leninism. Recognising his qualities, he was elected to
the Calcutta district committee of the CPI(M) in 1967 and served
as a member of the secretariat of the district committee for a
long time.

Comrade Sunil Maitra was elected to the Central Committee
of the Party at the 12th Party Congress in 1985. Subsequently,
he was elected to the Secretariat of the Central Committee

*Pubhished in "PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY", New Delh1, September 22, 1996
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at the 13th Congress in 1988 and to the Polit Bureau i the
14th Congress in 1992. Comrade Sumil Maitra took over the
editorship of People’s Democracy in 1992 and he continued to
serve in the Party centre in this capacity till his death. He was
also a member of the Editorial Board of the Party’s theoretical
journal, The Marxist. Comrade Sunil Maitra, apart from writing
regularly in the Party newspapers and journals, was the author of
several Party publications.

Comrade Sunil Maitra’s life was marked by a ceaseless effort
to deepen and enrich his Marxist-Leninist understanding. He
constantly strove to creatively apply Marxism to new
developments and issues. He was a leader who contributed to
strengthening the collective style of functioning. He was a
comrade who endeared himself to all by his frank and
affectionate behaviour.

He was elected to the Lok Sabha in 1980. His services m
parliament will be recalled for the important contribution he
made as the chairman of the Public Accounts Committee.

His untimely death is a big loss for the Polit Bureau and the
Central Committee. His devoted service to the cause of the
working class and the Communist movement will forever be
cherished.

The Polit Bureau pays its respectful homage to the memory of
Comrade Sunil Maitra. It sends its heartfelt condolences to his
wife Comrade Nilima Maitra, who is an active leader of the
Party, and his sons Gautam, Bhaskar, Kunal and Kushal.
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Polit Bureau on Kashmir
Poll Victory*

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) congratulates the people of
Jammu & Kashmir for the successful conduct of the elections to
the state legislature. The large participation in the polls reflect the
aspirations of the people for restoration of peace and normalcy in
the state. The big victory registered by the National Conference is
also a confirmation of the popular sentiments.

With the successful completion of the Assembly Elections, the
United Front Government in consultation with the new state
government must take steps to provide maximum autonomy so
that the success registered through the elections can be
consolidated. The new state government will have to take
immediate steps with the assistance of the Centre to create
suitable conditions for the return and rehabuilitation of migrants
who were forced to leave the valley combined with economic
measures to provide relief to the people. These steps will

effectively foil the designs of the Pakistani regime to destabilise
the situation in the state.

*Published in "PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, October 6, 1996
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On Dastardly Killing in Kashmir*

Statement Dated September 26, 1996 Issued by
Harkishan Singh Surjeet, General Secretary of CPI(M)

On behalf of the CPI(M), I strongly condemn the dastardly killing
of Mr. Mohd Akbar Bhat, father-in-law of the Jammu & Kashmir
CPI(M) state secretary, Mohd Yusuf Tarigami by some extremists
at Kulgam.

This heinous act has been committed to retaliate against the
successful poll campaign conducted in Kulgam constituency where
Comrade Tarigami was the candidate. There was 60 per cent polling
in this constituency despite various threats to the Party activists
and the common people. After the polling day extremist elements
have been intimidation the voters, beating up people and issuing
threats for participating in the poll. The relatives and family
members of Yusuf Tarigami are being constantly threatened. The
Party has repeatedly asked the authorities to ensure the safety and
security of those threatened and to take firm steps to curb the
activities of the miscreants. So far effective steps have not been
taken. The CPI(M) demands immediate and adequate measures {0
curb the activities of the extremists in the Kulgam area and the
arrest of those persons responsible for the murder of Mr. Bhat.

*Published in "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Dethi, October 6, 1996
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Attack on CPI(M) Office in Gwalior*

Statement Dated September 28, 1996 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M) to Press

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) strongly condemns the attack on
the CPI(M) district committee office in Gwalior in Madhya Pradesh
in the early hours of 27th September. An RSS gang of men armed
with guns and iron rods ransacked the office, set it on fire and
burnt all the furniture and records. A car outside the office was
also gutted. This brazen attack has taken place after the
inflammatory call given by the RSS leadership to retaliate against
the CPI(M) for a regrettable incident in Kerala.

The RSS chief Shri Rajinder Singh has issued a public statement
warning the CPI(M) of serious consequences and the RSS paper
Panchajanya has openly given a call for violent retaliation. The
attack on the Gwalior office of the Party is a direct result of such
provocative calls. Faced with increasing political isolation and
discrediting of the image of the Hindutva forces and their debacle
in Gujarat, the RSS is trying to resort to violent intimidation against
its opponents. The CPI(M) wams the RSS leadership to desist from
such undemocratic and violent tactics. It calls upon all democratic
minded sections and political parties to oppose such acts of
violence.

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) calls upon the Madhya Pradesh
Government and the police authorities to taken immediate and
firm action to apprehend the culprits responsible for the arson.

Meanwhile, the CPI(M) Polit Bureau member, P. Ramachandran,
who is in charge of Madhya Pradesh, is leaving for Gwalior
tomorrow to assess the situation.

*Published 1n "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, October 13, 1996.
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Homage to Comrade
Godavari Parulekar*®

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist)
expresses its deep grief at the passing away of Comrade Godavari
Parulekar, veteran leader of the Party, prominent freedom fighter
and a builder of the adivasi and kisan movement in the country.
Comrade Godavari was aged 89 years and had been ill for the past
few years.

Graduating from the Ferguson College in Pune, she studied law
and became the first woman law graduate in Maharashtra. She
joined the freedom struggle and was sent to prison for participating
in the satyagraha movement. After taking up social service under
the auspices of the Servants of India Society, she soon jomned the
working class movement. Active in the trade union movement
during the second world war period, she was again detained by the
British. In 1942 she began working in the rural areas. It was her
pioneering work and inspiring leadership which led to the Warli
adivasi revolt against feudal oppression. The Warli adivasi
movement constituted an important chapter in the anti-feudal
upsurge in the period before independence.

Comrade Godavari, from the forties, played a key role in the
development of the kisan movement. She was the Vice President
of the All India Kisan Sabha for several years and also the Prestdent
of the Maharashtra Kisan Sabha. She became President of the Al
India Kisan Sabha in 1986.

At the time of the split in the Party in 1964 she took a fim
position in defence of Marxism-Leninism and played an important
role in the formation of the CPI(M). She was elected a member of

*Published 1n PEOPLE § DEMOCRACY", New Dethi, October 13, 1996
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the Central Committee of the Party when the CPI(M) was formed
in 1964 at the Seventh Congress. She retired due to ill health in
1992 at the 14th Party Congress. She served as a member of the
Secretariat of the Maharashtra State Committee of the Party for
nearly three decades.

Comrade Godavari Parulekar was an exemplary Communist.
Her total identification with the oppressed peasantry and the adivasi
people made her a legend 1n her lifetime. As a social reformer,
patriot and revolutionary she made her own distinctive contributions
in pubhc life spanning over six decades. Godavari spent altogether
eight years in jail. She was married to Comrade Shamrao Parulekar
who was her Party comrade and companion for three decades.

The Polit Bureau pays its respectful homage to the memory of
Comrade Godavari Parulekar. The entire Party and the Communist
movement will for ever cherish her memory and be inspired by
her dedicated life.
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On Shocking Act Of Vandalism*

Statement Dated October 11, 1996 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M) to Press

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) strongly condemns the shocking
act of vandalism perpetrated by the Bajrang Dal, an outfit of the
RSS in destroying the paintings of M.E. Hussain at an art gallery.
in Ahmedabad. This outrageous act of burning a number of
paintings and other works of art of M.F. Hussain is a result of the
campaign launched by the RSS/VHP combine against Hussain for
his paintings which have been branded as anti-Hindu.

The CPI(M) calls upon all democratic-minded people to protest
against this barbarous act and the fascist mentality it displays. The
Gujarat administration should immediately apprehend all those
responsible for this crime and see that stringent punishment is -
meted out to them.

The efforts of the Hindu communalist forces to intimidate artists
and suppress creative cultural activity must be firmly resisted. The
RSS and its outfits must realise that such tactics will only lead to
its further isolation and ignominy.

*Published 1in 'PEOPLE S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi. October 20, 1996
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Polit Bureau Communique*

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) met
in New Delhi on October 13-14, 1996. It issued the following
statement on October 15, 1996:

AFGHANISTAN

The capture of Kabul by the Taliban military forces has
aggravated and created a serious situation in the region and the
situation within Afghanistan, The barbarous killing of former
President, Najibullah, the fundamentalist injunctions to close down
girl schools and stop women from working and the summary
executions of political opponents have all created revulsion against
the regime in Kabul. The Taliban are a force which has been reared
and backed by the Pakistani rulers and the ISI. The USA has been
extending covert assistance to this manoeuvre of Pakistan in order
to extend its sphere of influence of Afghanistan.

The unstable situation and the intensification of hostilities have
led to increased suffering for the civilian population. The leaders
of the Russian Federation and Central Asian republics have
correctly urged the U.N. to adopt urgent measures to stop hostilities.
The Indian government's reaction has not been commensurate to
the gravity of the situation. It is unfortunate that the external affairs
ministry did not come out with an immediate condemnation of
the killing of Najibullah and the terror unleashed in Kabul. The
Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) calls upon the Indian government to
closely monitor the situation in Af: ghanistan and take prompt steps

*Pubhished in PEOPLE S DEMOCRACY ', New Delh1, October 20, 1996
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to see that the U.N. and the international community intervenes to
stop the fighting and to check the Talibans suppression of
elementary human rights.

Uttar Pradesh Elections

The Polit Bureau expressed its satisfaction at the success of the
secular forces in defeating the BJP in the assembly elections. The
main aim of the United Front and the secular forces was to ensure
the defeat of the BJP and check the communal forces. The BJP has
won 174 seats which is less than its tally in the 1993 assembly
elections, when the SP-BSP alliance was in existence. In the May
Lok Sabha polls, it had won an outright majority in 236 assembly
segments. It has lost 60 assembly segments since then. The fact
that the BJP has failed to win a majority and lost ground 1n terms of
popular support is due to the effective campaign launched by the
six-party alliance of the United Front. This alliance has won 134
seats. The efforts to form a secular government in Uttar Pradesh
rest on the basis of the common will to isolate the BIP. That is why
the United Front had requested that all secular parties should wnte
to the Governor that they will not extend support to the BJP in its
effort to form a government. The BSP has refused to send such a
letter and has instead been directing its attacks on the United Front
rather than the BJP. Only a common commitment to stop the BJPas
suggested by the United Front can lead to any talks for the formation
of a non-BJP government. The opportunistic and cynical political
stance of the BSP leadership does not help this process.

Jammu & Kashmir

The Polit Bureau congratulated the people of Jammu & Ka.shmlr
for their big participation in the polling. The decisive victory
registered by the National Conference is an indication of the
people's yearning for peace and restoration of normalcy. The
government headed by Farooq Abdullah has to fulfil these
expectations. In order to do so, the Central Government, 10
consultation with the state government, must work out the
proposals for the provision of maximum autonomy to the state
within a set time. It is also important to take steps to bring back
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and rehabilitate the migrants who have left the valley. Steps to
revive the economy and generating employment must be taken up
for implementation.

The United Front Government can take credit for the successful
holding of the elections. Now the process of restoration of peace
and normalcy must be carried forward so that the extremist forces
backed by Pakistan can be further isolated.

United Front Government's Economic Policies

The Polit Bureau discussed some of the important policy
measures being taken by the Deve Gowda Government in the
economic sphere. The Rs. 5000-crore disinvestment of PSU shares
now being put into action with the first two rounds of
disinvestment; the new proposals to liberalise foreign direct
investment by expansion of the list of industries for automatic
entry of foreign capital and the stand to be taken by the government
of India in the WTO negotiations were considered. The Polit Bureau
expressed its disagreement with these measures. It wanted a full
discussion in the United Front and other appropriate forums on
the whole gamut of economic policies. The Polit Bureau stressed
the necessity to make a break from the IMF-World Bank policies
pursued by the previous Congress(I) Government.

The Polit Bureau noted that not much progress has been made
in the scheme for providing foodgrains through the public
distribution system at 50 per cent lesser prices for people below
the poverty line. The expansion and strengthening of the PDS is
of utmost importance as continuous price rise is affecting the
people's living standards badly.

On Gorkhaland Issue

The Polit Bureau reiterated its stand that the problems of ethnic
minorities and regional backwardness arising out of uneven
capitalist development cannot be solved by the formation of
separate states or the slogan of smaller states. The CPI(M) is also
opposed to the break up of states set up on the linguistic principle.
In the case of Gorkhaland, the Polit Bureau reiterates its opinion

that the issue must be discussed and settled in a peaceful and
democratic manner.
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Struggle Against Corruption

The Polit Bureau noted that the host of corruption scandals which
were the hallmark of the previous Narasimha Rao Government
have now led to a series of cases being registered in the courts.
Apart from the hawala scandal, the fraudulent urea import case,
old St. Kitts forgery case, the Lakhubhai Pathak cheating case, the
Satish Sharma petrol pump and gas agency allocation; the Sheila
Kaul house allotment case are all now before the courts. Most of
the accused are those who were ministers including the Prime
Minister in the previous Congress(I) Government. In Bihar, the
multi-crore animal husbandry fodder scam is being investigated
by the CBI and progress has been registered and the case is now
before the Patna High Court.

In this period, there have been disturbing efforts made to hinder
the progress in investigations or to stall the cases which have already
come up in the courts. The frantic efforts being made on behalf of
former Prime Minister Narasimha Rao is a glaring instance.

The CPI(M) wants no interference whatsoever in the
investigations by the CBI and other investigating agencies. The
Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) warns against any effort to hinder the
course of justice and bringing those guilty of corruption to book.

25th October: Observe Anti-Corruption Day

In this connection the Polit Bureau decided to mobilise people
to demand that the corruption cases be speedily investigated, the
guilty brought to book and all efforts to subvert the law be exposed.
To mobilise public opinion in this struggle against high level
corruption which affects the lives of common people and Fhe
interests of the country by the loot of public funds and the diversion
of public resources to private pockets, the Polit Bureau calls f(.>r
the observance of an anti-corruption day on October 25. On this
day all Party units should organise demonstrations, public meetings
and other activities to highlight the struggle against corruption
and to demand that Narasimha Rao and all other political leaders
guilty of corruption be brought to trial speedily.
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On Andhra Floods*

Statement Dated October 22, 1996 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M) to Press

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) expresses deep anguish at the
large-scale loss of life and destruction of property that the recent
floods have caused in Andhra Pradesh.

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) calls upon the Government of
India to render generous help and assistance to the relief
operations being conducted by the State Government.

A team of CPI(M) MPs headed by Polit Bureau member,
Ramachandran Pillai, is visiting the flood-affected areas.

*Published in "PEOPLE S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, October 27, 1996
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Concede Demand on Bonus*

Statement Dated October 23, 1996 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M) to Press

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) supports the just demand of the
postal and telecommunication employees, who have gone on a
nationwide strike from today. When the ceiling on bonus to port
and dock workers and railways have already been removed, the
Polit Bureau considers that there is no justification in retaining
the ceiling on postal and telecommunication employees. The
income tax department employees also are going to join the strike
on the same demand.

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) calls upon the United Front
Government to concede the demand straightaway and help
restore normalcy in these vital sectors.

*Published in ' PEOPLE S DEMOCRACGY", New Delht, October 27, 1996
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Central Committee Communique*

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of India
(Marxist) met in New Delhi from October 29 to 31, 1996. The
meeting reviewed the international and national developments
during the past three months and issued the following statement
on November 1, 1996

Jammu and Kashmir

The Central Commuttee expressed satisfaction at the successful
holding of the assembly elections in Jammu and Kashmir and the
substantial participation of the people in the electoral process.
The Central Committee appreciated the role of the Party
leadership whose political intervention enabled the National
Conference to join the electoral process and ensured the wider
participation. With the installation of the Farooq Abdullah
Government, it is now necessary that the Central Government
take the initiative to see that maximum autonomy is granted to the
state as promised in the Common Minimum Programme. The
State Government should, with the assistance of the Centre, take
immediate steps for the return of the migrants to the Valley and
for their rehabilitation. The State Government should now
undertake speedy and effective measures for reviving the
economic activities which have been disrupted for a long time
and for generating employment opportunities in the state.

Uttar Pradesh

The Central Committee noted the success in Uttar Pradesh in
defeating the BJP's bid to win a majority in the assembly. The BJP

*Published in 'PEOPLE S DEMOCRACY", New Delht, November 10, 1996.
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has in fact suffered a setback as it had won an outright majority of
the assembly segments in the Lok Sabha polls. The BJP has lost
ground both 1n terms of votes and seats. This has been possible
due to the effective campaign launched by the United Front
constituents.

The Central Committee criticised the stand of the Congress(1)
party which has insisted on its one-point programme of making
Mayawati the Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh. Such a pre-
condition has blocked the efforts for the formation of a secular
government. The BSP leadership has been taking an unscrupulous
and opportunist position regarding the BJP as seen by s
negotiations with the latter and its blackmailing attitude to the
United Front.

The Central Committee condemned the assault on media-
persons by the BSP leader Kanshi Ram and his associates. Such
brazen attacks cannot be in any manner condoned. The case
registered must be pursued by the police without hindrance.

Demand for Separate States

The Central Committee voiced its concern at the manner 1
which the announcement of a separate state of Uttarakhand was
made by the Prime Minister on independence day. There was no
consultation on this issue within the United Front and this
demand had not been included in the Common Minimum
Programme. This announcement has opened the floodgates for
similar demands for separate states in other parts of the country.
Already the demands for Jharkhand, Gorkhaland, Chattisgarh and
Vidharba have been intensified. The demand for smaller states
based on administrative convenience has been voiced by the BJP
for a long time. This stand of the Hindutva advocates is designed
to break up the linguistic states so that the strong identity'Of
linguistic nationalities is blunted and a strong authoritarian
Centre can rule over weaker small states. It is unfortunate that this
demand has now been supported by some secular leaders.

Given the uneven nature of capitalist development I the
country, there are many regions which are backward in dxffere{lt
states. There are also substantial adivasi and other ethnic
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minorities who have been neglected, discriminated against, or
have suffered due to lack of development. It is to meet this
problem that the CPI(M) has been advocating regional autonomy
for such regions within the states concerned. Provision of
meaningful autonomy can to some extent alleviate the problems.
The basic problems of economic backwardness, unemployment,
poverty and social oppression cannot be solved by the formation
of separate states.

Gorkhaland Issue

It is in this light that the CPI(M) has not favoured the formation
of a separate state in the Darjeeling hill areas where six lakh
Nepali-speaking people live. The demand for Gorkhaland stems
from the aspirations of the Nepali-speaking people for economic
development, recognition of their linguistic identity and equal
opportunities. The Left Front Government is committed to fulfil
these aspirations and has an established record of non-
discrimination between linguistic, religious or ethnic groups.

The Central Committee of the CPI(M), therefore, does not
accept the solution of a separate state of Gorkhaland. It appeals to
all sections of the people of the hill areas not to resort to any form
of agitation which disrupts normal life or generates violence. The
Left Front Government is willing to discuss all matters in a
democratic manner and arrive at a peaceful solution.

U.F. Government's Economic Policies

The Central Committee reviewed the economic policies being
pursued by the Deve Gowda Government in the past five months.
In the recent period, the government has taken major initiatives
for further disinvestment of public sector unit shares and
liberalisation of foreign direct investment. The CPI(M) has
expressed its opposition to both these moves.

In the case of the disinvestment of PSU shares, the shares of
most profitable concerns are being disinvested in the first two
rounds. The Disinvestment Commission set-up will process
the third round of disinvestment. The CPI(M) wishes to point out
to the government the experience of the disinvestment of shares
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in the last financial year when a proposed Rs. 7000 crore
disinvestment yielded a paltry Rs. 167 crore. The UF
Government should not sell away the public assets cheaply to
private parties and bear the ignominy of such a scandal.

In the case of foreign investment, the Industry Minister is
going further ahead than the Narasimha Rao regime m
liberalising the regulation of FDI investment. The recent minerals
policy is blatantly in favour of foreign multinationals. In the case
of the WTO negotiations, the U.F. Government is proposing todo
away with quantitative restrictions on imports in the next five
years. Such a move will affect indigenous industry and
employment and worsen the balance of payments position.

The Central Committee noted that those provisions within the
framework of the Common Minimum Programme such as the
strengthening of the public distribution system, increasing
allocations in the social sector in areas such as health and
education, are not being taken up seriously for implementation.
Legislation in favour of the working people such as the central
legislation for agricultural workers, provision of secret ballot for
trade union recognition have yet to be initiated and adopted.

The United Front should realise that carrying forward the IMF-
World Bank framework of policies will only engender popular
discontent as these policies are against the people's interests. The
Narasimha Rao Government got isolated from the people and was
decisively rejected precisely due to such policies.

The Central Committee of the CPI(M) decided to mobilise the
people for mass actions and struggles to oppose policies which
are detrimental to the people's interests. The Party will continue
to press for the implementation of the provisions in the CMP
which are in the interests of the common people.

Corruption

The former Prime Minister Narasimha Rao and a growing pand
of his ministerial colleagues are now facing trial on various
charges of corruption which are truly shocking in their magnitude
and variety. Charges of swindling of public funds, acceptance of
bribes for favours done, bribery of opposition MPs, cheating and
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criminal conspiracy are some of the charges contained in the
charge-sheets filed by the CBL In the scale of venality and
criminality no other regime in independent India has matched this
sordid record. It is essential for the future of democracy that all
those accused at the highest level are brought to book and tried
without any hindrance or interference.

The Congress(I) leaders who stand in the dock are today trying
to accuse the judiciary of transgressing its constitutional
boundaries. The question here is of ensuring that the law is
applied to all, however high they may be. The Central Committee
of the CPI(M) emphatically demands that there should be no
interference or pressure exercised on the ongoing investigations
in such corruption cases. The act of the Law Minister earlier of
asking the CBI not to oppose the bail application of Narasimha
Rao and the effort to dilute the CBI report submitted to the Patna
High Court in the animal husbandry scandal cannot be allowed to
be repeated. The Central Committee calls upon its Party units to
constantly expose corruption in high places and mobilise the
people to demand that the culprits be brought to justice.

Reservation for Women

The Central Committee demanded that the bill for reservation
of women in the Lok Sabha, introduced in the last session of the
Lok Sabha, be taken up for immediate adoption in the
forthcoming winter session of Parliament. Since all the national
political parties have committed to one-third reservation for
women in the legislatures, there is no need for further discussions.

Foreign Policy

The Central Committee appreciated the stand taken by the
Central Government on the CTBT issue; it conforms to India's
vital interests and security concerns. However, the overall record
of the government's foreign policy positions in this period has
been a mixed one with some major departures from the non-
aligned policy the U.F. Government is expected to implement as
formulated in the Common Minimum Programme. The major
lapse has been on the Afghanistan developments. The government
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failed to come out sharply against the barbarous killing of former
President, Najibuliah, by the Taliban. In contrast to the position
taken by countries like Russia, the Central Asian Republics and
Iran, the Indian Government kept stating that it was watching the
situation. It was much later that a more categorical position was
taken. Such a stance is surprising when Afghanistan is of such
vita] concern to India and the South Asian region.

On the brazen aerial attacks launched by the U.S. on Baghdad
and Iraq, -the Indian Government was not forthcoming in
forthright condemnation of such brazen aggression-and violation
of international law. The U.F. Government has also been resiling
from the stand of recognition to the Saharawi Arab Democratic
Republic. It has not upgraded the status of the charge d'affaires to
Ambassadorial rank nor signed the resolution in the U.N. for the
implementation of U.N. resolutions on Western Sahara. Even on
the question of relations with Cuba, there are indications that the
Government of India is not adopting a helpful position on the
question of credit and other trade matters.

The Central Committee called upon the U.F. Government to
steer a firm course on foreign policy, adhering to independent,
non-aligned principles and resist western pressures.

Rectification Campaign

The Central Committee discussed measures to streamline the
Party organisation and for toning up the standards of the
leadership at various levels. For this the Central Commuttee
decided to launch a rectification campaign for a six-month period,
the details of which will be worked out by the Polit Bureau.

Editor of People's Democracy

The Central Committee appointed Sitaram Yechury, member of
the Polit Bureau, as the new editor of People's Democracy.

Call for Mass Movements

The Central Committee called upon the Party and the Left
forces to launch mass campaigns and struggles on urgent 1ssu€s ?f
the people such as (1) demand for strengthening the public
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distribution system as a measure against continuous price-rise of
essential commodities; (2) adoption of a central legislation for
agricultural labour; implementation of land reforms; (3) opening
of closed industrial units and against privatisation of the public
sector; (4) fight against the growing atrocities and oppression of
women; and (5) fight against corruption at all levels and
punishing those guilty.

The Central Committee issued separate statements on the
Central Government employees' strike on bonus and the Andhra
Pradesh flood situation.



Report on Political Developments*

Adopted by The Central Committee of
The CPI(M) in Its Meeting Held in New Delhi
on October 29-31, 1996

INTERNATIONAL

Due to compelling national developments, we have not been able
to discuss the international developments since the Central
Committee meeting in Madras in January. Many important
developments have taken place during this period, which 1n many
ways confirm the direction of the analysis made by the 15th Party
Congress.

World Capitalist Economy

Despite all optimistic projections for speedy economic deve-
lopment in 1996, the actual performance of both the advanced
capitalist countries as well as that of the capitalist world have not
been up to the mark. The IMF, in its semi-annual review of the
world economic outlook in April, has scaled down the anticipated
growth rate for the world from 4.1 per cent to 3.8 per cent.
Similarly, the OECD, in its semi-annual economic outlook,
reduced the growth rate for 24 developed capitalist countries from
2.6 to 2.1 for 1996.

Both the G7 and the OECD had concentrated on improving
the employment situation in 1996. Despite this, unemployment
continued to be a major problem in the developed capitalist wor 1d
confirming the analysis that present-day capitalist economic deve-
lopment is best characterised as “jobless growth”. In September,
the unemployment rate in the United States rose again and stood
at 5.2 per cent of the work force. The year began for Germany
with the unemployment figure crossing the psychological barrier
of 4 million and stood at 10.8 per cent which has shown 2

*Published as a booklet 1n November 1996,
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marginal decline of 10.1 per cent by September. In France, the
unemployment stood at 12.6 per cent in August 1996 compared
to 11 6 per cent in August 1995.

In response to this, in most of the advanced capitalist countries,
the main attack has been on the social security system and cuts in
social expenditure affecting the living conditions of the working
people. In the USA, the budget for this year saw a cut in health-
care for the elderly by 124 billion U.S. dollars and for the poor it
was reduced by 59 billion dollars. The conflict between the
Republican-dominated Congress and the Democratic President
Bill Clinton on the question of the debt ceiling which is placed at
4,900 billion U.S. dollars is leading to further cuts in social
expenditure. The U.S. debt has already crossed this ceiling and
cuts in social expenditure are resorted to, in order to maintain the
debt levels. But for the concentration of public opinion on the
forthcoming presidential election on November 5, this would
have been a major issue since it leads to default in repayment of
debt and of interests.

Similarly, Germany had introduced an across the board austerity
measures. The public outcry against this was witnessed in the
May Day rallies and subsequent protest actions by the working
class. On 20 and 21st of May, over a lakh workers took to the
streets in 60 cities across Germany. Few weeks ago, massive
strikes in major industries took place in protest against proposals
to reduce paid sick leave. In France, the working class rose in
protest against cut in the budget deficit by 2 per cent which
directly slashed social security expenditure. On May 29, there
was a countrywide public sector strike and the protest action
continues. .

In the Third World countries, the people’s protest against the
IMF-World Bank prescriptions and neo-liberal economic policies
are also being manifested in a number of strike actions. In Brazil,
for the first time after five years, a nation-wide general strike was
held against growing unemployment while simultaneously a
movement called the Militant Landless Workers Movement
conducted land seizures of large estates. Many protesters died in
the clashes with the landlord armies and the police.
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Elections

The discontent against the growing economic hardships of the
people has also manifested in elections in some of the advanced
capitalist countries. In Italy, the Centre-Left Olive Tree alliance
defeated the right-wing Freedom Alliance. These elections came
after months of political instability and surcharged political
atmosphere rocked by corruption scandals. It is heartening to note
that the Communist Refoundation Party of Italy increased its
popular vote from 6 to 8.6 per cent and has 35 seats in the
Chamber of Deputies. In the senate it has 10 seats. Though
supporting the Centre-Left alliance, the Communist Refoundation
did not join the government and chose to support it from outside,
while demarcating on policies and issues adversely affecting the
people and the country.

In Greece, the Social Democratic Party, Pasok won a clear
majority in the recently held elections. Even here the Communists
improved their position by increasing their popular support from
4.6 per cent in 1993 to 5.6 per cent. Likewise, the Left coalition
also increased its popular support from 2.9 per cent to 5.1 per cent.

However, in Japan, the Liberal Democratic Party which was
voted out of power after 38 years of uninterrupted rule, emerged
as the single-largest party in the recent elections. Though short of
an absolute majority, the LDP will form the government with the
support from allies. This was the first election held after the
introduction of the single seat plus proportional representation
system. The heartening feature in this election was the perfor-
mance of the Japanese Communist Party. In a 54.6 per cent voter
turnout the JCP polled above 7 million votes, about 5 per cenf.
The JCP has won 26 seats and having crossed the mark of 20 1t
now has the right to submit bills for legislative action. It has
already announced to bring bills to rid the Japanese political
system of large-scale corruption, to ban political donations by
corporate companies, ban on bureaucrats being posted in private
companies after retirement, etc.

Nicaragua

Large-scale mismanagement and deliberate attempt to distort
the popular verdict marked the recent general elections in
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Nicaragua. Even ten days after polling, the Electoral Council
could not announce its official verdict as to who won the
presidentia! election. Sandinista leader and former President
Daniel Ortega has called upon the people to reject the poll process
pointing out gross violations. The Sandinista Liberation Front
(FSNL) has announced its refusal to accept a manipulated result
that would foist a U.S.-inspired and IMF-dictated right-wing
government once again in Nicaragua. The coming days will see an
intense political battle between the FSNL and the right-wing
U.S.-backed forces.

West Asia

Following the assassination of former Israeli Prime Minister
Ritzak Rabin in the elections held recently, the right-wing won
with Benjamin Netanyahu as the new Prime Minister. The new
government has been reneging on the earlier agreements between
Israel and the PLO. The main controversy now centres around the
Israeli withdrawal from West Bank’s city of Hebron. The earlier
talks had concluded that such a withdrawal would be done but
the new government is disclaiming any responsibility for the
agreements entered into by the previous regime. On the contrary,
they have started settling new Jewish population in these areas.
The talks are currently going on under U.S. auspices. The USA
is also caught in a bind due to the forthcoming presidential
elections. On the one hand, it does not wish to anger the very
powerful Jewish lobby in the United States and on the other, a
settlement before the elections will be favourable for Bill Clinton.
However, at the moment, no solution appears to be in sight.

An important development has been the open support given by
the French President Jacques Chirac. As the first head of state of a
leading Western nation speaking to the Palestinian Parliament,
Mr. Chirac openly called for the implementation of the earlier
agreement. This is a powerful voice for a European role in the
settlement of the Central Asian crisis and displays the potential
for conflicting approaches between Europe and USA. Earlier in
January, elections were held for the first time in the Israeli
occupied territories of West Bank, Gaza and East Jerusalem.
Yasser Arafat led Al Fateh romped home by winning 53 out of
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88 seats in a turnout of nearly 75 per cent. In another develop-
ment, the summit meeting of the Arab League was held for the
first time after the 1990 Gulf crisis. Israel had all along refused to
vacate occupied Arab lands, obstructing a settlement, The summit
unanimously called for the complete Israeli withdrawal from all
Arab lands including Golan heights in Syria. Clearly, in spite of
such solidarity, there is once again an effort to deny the Palestinians
their right to a homeland despite the diluted peace agreement
made earlier.

Indonesia

Large-scale anti-government militant actions took place i
Indonesia on July 27 and 28. This marks a significant advance in
the democratic movement against the Suharto dictatorship, after
many years of suppression and intimidation. The Suharto regime
is attempting to portray this as an infighting between rival
opposition leaders. Megawati Suharnoputri leads this protest
against the regime as well as against the Subarto puppet
Indonesian Democratic Party (PDI) leader Suryadi. Megawalt
was ousted as Chairman of PDI for her increasingly anti-Suharto
and pro-democracy positions. Suharto had blamed the Peoples’
Democratic Party (PRD) for the militant actions. However, the
regime’s own National Rights Commission released its final
report laying the blame on the government’s armed police
intervention. The charges against the PRD by Suharto as being
Communist are not evoking the anti-Communist frenzy on which
this regime has capitalised in the past. Other anti-dictatorship
forces are also raising their voice of protest. Elections are 1n the
offing in Indonesia and this ground-swell of democratic
movement may well pick up. In the meanwhile, the Nobel peace
prize being awarded to the East Timor Archbishop has highlighted
Indonesia’s occupation of the island since 1975. All these
together constitute a shift in Indonesia’s political situation 1
favour of the democratic movement.

Attempts of U.S. Hegemony

During this period, the United States of America tried t0
enforce its will on the world. Most blatant attempt was the
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renewed attack on Iraq using the pretext of Iraq’s operations
within its country against the Kurds. Despite the Iragi troops
withdrawal from the Kurdish populated areas, the USA chose to
launch missile attacks on Iraq only to demonstrate its hegemonic
intentions. Elsewhere, on the question of the Comprehensive Test
Ban Treaty negotiations and on the World Trade Organisation
establishment, the United States is attempting to enforce its point of view.
The most blatant of these efforts was, of course, in relation to
Cuba. The USA insists on implementing what is known as the
Helms-Burton law by which the United States can suspend
economic activities with countries that trade with Cuba. But the
inter-imperialist contradictions are favourable once again in this
sphere with the European Union and Canada taking a very strong
opposition to this law. Earlier, Mexico too officially protested
with the U.S. Government on this law and continues to have
relations with Cuba. The Foreign Secretary of the United
Kingdom had also publicly declared Britain’s non-compliance
with U.S. insistence and many European countries and Canada
are having growing economic interaction now with Cuba. In the
meanwhile, the Organisation of American States at a summit in
June rejected the Helms-Burton law by a 23 to 1 (USA) vote.

U.S. Elections

The run off to the presidential elections in the USA to be held
on November 5 has shown both the Republicans and the
Democrats to be united on many of the perceptions concerning
USA’s role in the world as well as the domestic economic policies.
That the USA will continue to play its hegemonic role in
international affairs and domestically they would continue to
reduce welfare and social expenditure affecting the livelihood of
the working people seem to be points on which there appears to be
a consensus. Outwardly, the debate has been centered around
political morality and questions of ethics raised by the
Republicans while the Democrats seek to take credit for an
economic situation which they say could have been worse but for

their economic policies. However, public opinion polls put
Clinton ahead.
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NEIGHBOURS
Afghanistan

The situation in Afghanistan dramatically worsened with the
Pakistan-backed Taliban capturing Kabul. The dastardly manner
in which they executed former President Najibullah has exposed
the religious fundamentalist reactionary character of the Taliban
movement. Having captured Kabul, they swiftly brought in
retrograde medieval laws banning women from working and
banning girl students in schools apart from a very ancient dress
code for women. Even women doctors and nurses in hospitals
who have been allotted work are to treat only women patients and
not interact with male counterparts. The untold atrocities being
committed on the civilian population continue to mount.

The ethnic clashes in Afghanistan have intensified following
the capture of Kabul by the Taliban. The Taliban which is over-
whelmingly consisting of the Pathans are backed openly by
Pakistan. The Uzbeks who control the North-West are led by
Gen. Abdul Rashid Dostum and the Tajiks are led by Ahmed Shah
Masood in the North-East. Dostum and the ousted regime of
Rabanni have joined forces against the Taliban. Further, the
threats of religious fundamentalism are mounting and very
correctly the Central Asian republics of the former Soviet Union
have in a joint declaration with Russia expressed serious concern
and decided to co-ordinate activities against this menace.

Pakistan

The situation in Pakistan has become very complex and
unstable. The murder of Murtaza Bhutto, the political dissident
brother of Premier Benazir Bhutto created lot of tension in the
Sindh Province apart from leading to a chain of political develop-
ments. The President Farooq Leghari and the Premier are at
loggerheads. The President has directly invoked his authority on
the question of appointing judges to the Supreme Court and has
written to both the houses of parliament endorsing the proposal of
the opposition leader Nawaz Sharief to set up an independent
judicial commission to enquire into “accountability”— a move~
directed against political corruption. With the army backing, the
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President and with the recent presidential proclamation keeping
the army directly under his command, the political situation has
worsened and is franght with dangerous consequences.

Bangladesh

The elections in Bangladesh in June led to the Awami League
led by Sheikh Hasina emerging as the single-largest party but just
short of a majority. It won 146 seats in a house of 300. Following
a period of intense political turmoil these elections finally resulted
in a 74 per cent turnout in the presence of international observers.
But the political situation continues to be complex with Sheikh
Hasina forming the government with the support of the Jatiya Dal
of the former Gen. Ershad which has won 32 seats. What
compromises this may imply is to be seen. One thing is clear that
the formation of the Hasina Government provides a check on the
growth of fundamentalist forces in Bangladesh.

In the meanwhile, the goodwill visit by the Indian foreign
minister to Dacca in September, led to improvement in the
relations and the beginning of finding solutions to some of the
bilateral problems. This will further help in improving of relations
between Bangladesh and India.

Myanmar

The struggle for democracy in Myanmar received a major
attack in June when the military regime imposed a new anti-
opposition law with sweeping powers on what it considers to be
anti-government activities. The National League for Democracy
and its leader Suu Kyi has pledged to carry forward the struggle for
the establishment of democratic set-up in Myanmar. This struggle
must be supported by all peace-loving people the world over.

Bhutan

The 15th Congress of our Party had supported the struggle for
democracy in Bhutan. During these months, the struggle has
_intensified with the refugees placed in camps in Nepal marching
to enter Bhutan. As they have to cross Indian territory, the
issue has acquired significance for Indo-Bhutanese relations.



834 Documents of The Communist Moyement in India

The West Bengal Left Front Government has repeatedly asked
the Government of India to take up this matter with Bhutan to
ensure a solution to the forcible eviction of Bhutanese of Nepali
origin from Bhutan.

Nepal

A complicated situation arose in Nepal over the treaty with
India on the question of river water sharing. The agreement on the
Mabhakali project that was initiated under the government of the
United Communist Party of Manmohan Adhikan and approved
later on by the subsequent government ran into rough weather
with new opposition to it. But subsequently, this was overcome
and the treaty was endorsed by the parliament. This could well
lead to fresh problems between the two countries which can only
benefit the imperialist powers which thrive on these differences.

Sri Lanka

The victory of Chandrika Kumaratunga and her People’s
Alliance government had promised the return of peace and
stability in the island country. Today two years later, the
government continues to wage a war; it does not want against the
LTTE and its political package of devolution of powers yet
remains to be implemented. The prolongation of the war has
heaped hitherto unknown sufferings on the Tamils in Jaffna. This
has also resulted in a stream of refugees pouring into Tamil Nadu.
The CPI(M) expresses its deep anguish at these sufferings. It
appreciates the Indian Government’s response to Sn Lanka’s
request for rice to meet the needs of the Jaffna population. The
CPI(M) has all along held that a proper devolution of powers
within the framework of United Sri Lanka is the only mannef if
which the ethnic conflict should be resolved.

China

The forthcoming visit of the Chinese President Comrade Jiang
Zemin should be a watershed in imp'roving the relations between
the two countries. The process of improvement of relations, it 1S
hoped, will be consolidated with this visit.
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In the meanwhile, the Chinese economy during the first nine
months of 1996 grew at an annual rate of 9.6 per cent thus achiev-
ing the attempt by the Chinese authorities to reduce the growth to
under 10 per cent in order to overcome the problems of what they
call the “over-heating” of the economy. This has reduced inflation
to 6.6 per cent which for the first time fell to a single digit figure.
The average income for an urban Chinese increased by 3.4 per
cent. The rural incomes is estimated to have grown on an average
of 10 per cent. At the same time, a massive drive against corruption
and other tendencies alien to Socialism have been launched. The
process of economic reform in China, it is only hoped, will move
in the direction of strengthening Socialism.

Russia

Following the victory of Yeltsin in the second round of
elections which are clouded by allegations and charges of large-
scale rigging, the instability in the country continues. Initially,
having appointed, Alexander Lebed who had contested elections
against Yeltsin as Secretary of Internal Security, Yeltsin has
now dismissed him on the grounds that he is emerging as a
rival centre of authority. This has created political uncertainty.
Lebed, with the strong backing of the armed forces, has
declared to fully engage himself in politics opposing Yeltsin and
his policies. Further, Lebed’s dismissal may also lead to a
deterioration in the situation in Chechenya where now nearly
80,000 people have reported to have been killed in the conflict.
In the meanwhile, the living conditions of the vast mass of
working people continues to deteriorate sharply. Non-payment
of wages and arrears increase every month worsening the people’s
agony and this has resulted in a number of widespread strike
actions.

NATIONAL SITUATION

The last Central Committee meeting while endorsing the
approach in contributing to the formation of the United Front
Government and participation in the Steering Committee pointed
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out two aspects. One was in relation to the Common Minimum
Programme and the other on the nature of the United Front.
It noted:

“The present United Front is unlike the normal united fronts in
which parties come together for joint struggles and movements
based on a common set of demands or a programme. The present
United Front combination has emerged out of the efforts of the
Left and secular parties represented in parliament to keep the BJP
out of office. The bulk of the parties in the U.F. Government are
those which wish to continue with the economic policies of the
Congress. However, it is in the interests of the Left and
democratic movement that such a government continue in office,
implement policies which help strengthen secularism, restructure
Centre-State relations to strengthen federalism and provide even
limited relief to the people. This will help meet the expectations of
the people who voted out the Congress(I) and who did not want
the communal forces to capture power.

“It is in this framework that our Party must define its attitude to
the United Front Government. In the past six weeks of the UF.
Government, while extending overall support and pushing for
implementation of those measures in the CMP which help
mobilisation of the people to strengthen the Left, democratic and
secular forces, we have also to maintain our independent position
to support or demarcate on specific issues and policies.”

Immediately after the Central Committee meeting, the Party
concentrated upon two important political issues, one in relation
to holding of elections in Jammu & Kashmir and its importance o
defeat the game of imperialism and Pakistani rulers to destabilise
our country. The second was the U.P. elections which had to be
held before the 17th of October, when President’s rule was to
expire, which would have a big bearing on the political situation
in the country.

Jammu & Kashmir

Though there was general agreement on holding the electior}s
in Kashmir, the approach of various political parties differed. Itis
not necessary to go into the situation prevailing there which has
been earlier dealt with by the Central Committee. We had noted
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that there is a change in the situation in Jammu & Kashmir. The
people are fed up with the activities of the extremists and they
want peace. It does not howeves mean that they have been fully
drawn into the national mainstream. But the conditions have been
created where the extremists can be put on the defensive and
through the process of elections situation can be improved. In this
respect, it was necessary that all forces having influence in
Kashmir should be mobilised to participate in the elections. It is
well-known that in the parliament elections, the National
Conference, the biggest organisation in Jammu and Kashmir
which has a tradition of struggle against princely states had
boycotted the Lok Sabha elections on the plea that the
government was not coming forward with an assurance of
maximum autonomy which can protect the identity of the
Kashmiri people. Our Party has taken a stand from the beginning
that without maximum autonomy, the problem of Jammu and
Kashmir cannot be solved and it pointed out the specific
conditions in which Kashmir had acceded to India. There were
opinions in the Janata Dal and certain other parties that even if the
percentage of voting is not high and if like the Lok Sabha
elections, elections can be held it is sufficient to restore normalcy
in Kashmir. They were missing the point that without maximum
mobilisation of the people where at least 50 per cent of voters turn
up, it will be difficult to convince world public opinion that
people of Kashmir stand by the decision of accession to India.

It is in this context that we had got included in the Common
Minimum Programme a para about providing maximum autonomy
to the people of Jammu and Kashmir. This statement was welcomed
by the National Conference. Inside the National Conference also a
trend existed which was not for participation. Among other parties
also, there was a trend as happened during the parliament
elections to capture power irrespective of whether people
responded in a big way or not. Our Party took a principled
position that merely holding the elections would not serve the
purpose, it is the maximum mobilisation of the people which will
enable us to defeat the game of the Pakistani rulers. Even after the
Common Minimum Programme had made it clear, there were
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pressures on the Prime Minister not to categorically come forward
with a statement on the question of maximum autonomy. It was
after our intervention that the Prime Minister included the issue of
maximum autonomy in the statement. Already, as mentioned
above, there was a struggle inside the National Conference and
this declaration enabled the dominant section to prevail to take the
final decision to participate in the elections.

Some of the United Front partners from a different angle
proposed that instead of the United Front all parties should be
allowed to contest the elections independently. We agreed because
this would enable the maximum mobilisation of the people in the
valley. We even supported efforts to encourage those extremist
groups to participate which had given up arms. We were firm that
the participation of the National Conference is crucial. Whatever
its shortcomings, it was still the traditional organisation of the
Kashmiri people and had a wider mass support. It was decided by
the parties of the United Front and the Congress(I) to contest the
elections. The participation of all helped in mobilising the people
on a broader scale. There were proposals by the western countries
of sending observers which was rightly rejected but all the foreign
print and electronic media were welcomed to witness the
elections. This helped to fight back the offensive of the imperialist
countries against India and provided an effective response to the
Pakistani rulers who always tried to internationalise the issue.

Our Party decided to put up only one candidate because our
limited base was confined to areas where the extremist activities
were intense. Moreover, we did not have the strength and
influence. We were opposed by the Janata Dal candidate as well as
the Ikwan counter-insurgency group. The Congress(I) candidate
withdrew when the National Conference extended support to us.
We have won the seat with a big margin.

Generally, the contest was between the three parties, the
National Conference, Congress(I) and the Janata Dal, excepung
the Jammu region where the BJP has a strong presence. Some
independents also contested the elections and some of them fared
well. Ultimately, the National Conference secured 42 out of the
17 seats in the valley, the hot-bed of extremist activity and was
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able to make gains in Jammu. In Ladakh also, it secured three
seats out of the four. Whereas we were expecting a majority for
the National Conference, it secured a two-thirds majority, which
is necessary for it to make any amendment to the Constitution in
Jammu and Kashmir. Voting percentage came to about 54 per
cent, except in Srinagar where the extremists are having good
hold. The efforts of Pakistan to sabotage the elections did not
succeed. It was a big blow to Pakistan and imperialism. One
should not conclude that with these elections peace has finally
been restored in Kashmir. Because of the crisis in Pakistan, the
ruling cricles there will continue to support the extremists to
instigate trouble. The first battle has been won and properly
handling the situation can help to win the war.

To consolidate the gains of this victory, it is necessary that we
press upon the Government of India to work out the details to
provide maximum autonomy within the framework of Indian
unity as promised in the Common Minimum Programme. It
should also take necessary steps to fulfil the pledge given in the
programme about relief measures, rehabilitation of migrants who'
left the valley, encouragement to handicrafts, public distribution
system, eradicating corruption, etc., which had become very
rampant during President’s rule with relief money passing into the
hands of extremists. This is an important issue that has to be
tackled to create confidence among the people. But despite the
problems and difficulties, this is a big achievement for our
country and our Party can be proud of its contribution.

Uttar Pradesh Elections

The U.P. elections were also of great importance having a
bearing on the political situation in the country. The main
challenge was from the BJP. It is well-known that during the BJP
Government days, the Babri Masjid was pulled down defying the
courts and all norms of democratic convention by the BJP and its
outfits with the direct connivance of the state government. It had
alienated the minorities from the Congress(I) party and it led to
innumerable riots in various places taking the toll of hundreds of
people. Now, also the VHP is campaigning on the issue of the
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temples of Mathura and Varanasi which also are situated in Uttar
Pradesh. The BJP coming to power would contribute a lot in
communalising the atmosphere of the country and disrupting the
democratic movement.

Keeping this in view, the Party concentrated in working out the
tactics in Uttar Pradesh where the BJP can be defeated and a
government of secular parties can be formed. The major force to
fight against the BJP was that of the Samajwadi Party. If the
United Front partners had put their efforts together, they had
sufficient strength to defeat the BJP. But unfortunately, for a long
time, personal interests dominated rather than national interests.
The discussion on seat adjustments went on till the day of
withdrawal of nominations with different constituents bargaining
for more and more seats even without having any base as was
revealed by the results. In this respect, the Samajwadi Party was
accommodative and they ultimately conceded some of their
strong seats to the other partners. This itself had an impact. But it
did not succeed in creating enthusiasm and mobilising fully the
mass following of these parties. Another positive development
was that of the formation of the BKKP and its joining the United
Front. The Prime Minister’s tour of Western U.P. and announce-
ment of various measures benefiting the peasants did have an
impact but this was not possible to be translated to political
victory. However, this created an atmosphere in favour of the
United Front. The third combination which came into existence
was that of BSP-Congress(I). Congress(I) party in Uttar Pradesh
was seriously trying to win over the BSP so that it could have an
alliance with it later for the Madhya Pradesh and Punjab elections.
They were satisfied with 125 seats as against the 300 contested
by the BSP giving the commitment to make Mayawati the
Chief Minister.

In the election propaganda, whereas the United Front concentrate?d
its fire on the BIP and tried to unify all the secular forces the main
plank of the BSP has been denunciation of Mulayam Singh Yﬁ.lda"‘
Congress(I) leaders also acquiesced to it on various occaSIfJnS-
Thus, the main force in fighting against communalism remained
the United Front.
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The BJP has suffered a defeat as it was able to win only
174 seats instead of the absolute majority it was sure of. In the
Lok Sabha elections, the BJP had won in 236 assembly segments.
The BJP did not do as well as in 1993 too when it had got
177 seats.

As a result, the total picture emerged that the BJP got 174 and
two went to its ally the Samata Party. The Samajwadi Party got
110, the BKKP 8, the Janata Dal 7, Congress(T) 4, CPI(M) 4, and
CPI 1. The BSP got 67 and the Congress(I) 33 seats. Our Party for
the first time was able to win four seats. Had the Janata Dal and
Congress(T) not insisted on contesting more seats the United
Front could have secured more seats.

The results posed the question of how to avoid the threat of the
BJP forming a government. The United Front declared that both
the United Front and the Congress(I)-BSP should give a written
undertaking to the Governor that in no case will they support the
BJP. The BSP however was keeping its options open. Even
discussions with the Congress(I) could not persuade the BSP to
give such an undertaking to the Governor. The Congress(I) had
only assured them, their single point programme, that Mayawati
will be made the Chief Minister, as was promised before the
elections. Even on the basis of this assurance, when they tried to
persuade Kanshi Ram, the BSP President said that whereas he
considers the BJP to be communal, he also considers the United
Front to be a feudal force which is worse than the communal
forces. In the face of such an opportunist stand of the BSP, it was
not possible to cross the hurdle. Under normal circumstances, the
United Front with 134 seats should have been given the option to
select the candidate for Chief Ministership. But the Congress(I)
and the BSP were not prepared for this.

In the meantime, the BJP, as the single-largest party, laid its
claim to form the government. Since the other two combinations
had informed the Governor that they are not supporting the BJP,
there was no possibility for the BJP to form a stable government.
Moreover, after the election results were out, there was just a
couple of days left for President’s rule to expire in the state. It was
not possible to clinch the issue in such a short time. The fresh
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imposition of President’s rule and keeping the assembly in
suspended animation provides the political parties more time to
come to an understanding to form a government.

Now efforts are on to form a BSP-BJP Government headed by
Mayawati.

Uttarakhand

On the eve of the U.P. assembly elections, the United Front
Government came out with an announcement for forming a
separate Uttarakhand state. When the Common Minimum
Programme was drafted, the inclusion of this issue was opposed
by us and it was not included. But under pressure from certain
constituents, the Prime Minister unilaterally declared the
formation of Uttarakhand presuming that this will help them win
the elections in the Uttarakhand area. But the results go to show
that in 17 out of 19 seats the BJP has won, with one each going to
the Congress(T) and Samajwadi Party. This announcement has
created a lot of problems for the country as a whole, particularly
in West Bengal. Now, with the acceptance of the demand for the
formation of Uttarakhand, the Prime Minister also announced that
after the elections, legislation will be passed and elected members
of the region will constitute the new assembly of Uttarakhand.
This has serious repercussions in various parts of the country.
Demands have started for the formation of Jharkhand, Bodoland,
Chattisgarh, Vidharba, Gorkhaland and there are even talks of a
separate Telangana.

In fact, this will be a weapon in the hands of the ruling class to
divert the attention of the people from the real issues, economic
and political, which they are facing today. We have always
advocated that for the minority nationalities and ethnic groups
and backward areas real autonomy can be provided by which
people will be able to fulfil their aspirations. That was never
considered seriously. Even the states are deprived of their powers.
The CPI is fully supporting this demand with the hope that
perhaps on the basis of this demand they will be able to strengthen
the Party and the Left in the concerned region. If we analyse the
struggle for the formation of linguistic states, which was a genuine
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democratic demand, the experience is relevant. The movement
was headed by the Communist Party whether it was in Kerala,
Andhra, Maharashtra. The issue alone did not help in further
advancing our movement. But the slogan of Uttarakhand is not
associated with a linguistic aspiration. Thus, we cannot take
opportunist positions on such issues. Those who feel that through
such movements they can advance, are mistaken. The advance of
the working class party comes through a bitter struggle based on
the class realities and by mobilising the classes.

The demand for smaller states has been constantly raised by
the BJP and earlier the Jan Sangh. They want formation of a
number of small states based on administrative convenience. This
is the Hindutva goal to break up the existing linguistic states as a
strong linguistic identity is seen as an obstacle to the advance
of the Hindutva ideology. Unfortunately, V. P. Singh and some
other secular leaders are also advocating the formation of
smaller states. The demand for a second States Re-Organisation
Commission is being voiced. The CPI(M) cannot agree with
this position.

Demand for Gorkhaland State

The Uttarakhand announcement has created a serious problem
for the Party in West Bengal. For the first time in our Party’s
history, a unit that too where the Party is very strong has decided
to revolt, openly advocating the formation of Gorkhaland as a
separate state, at a time when the state secretariat and the State
Committee was prepared to discuss the issue with them and find
an amicable solution. They have not only defied but criticised the
Party leadership in a language which is not commensurate with
Communist organisational norms. In West Bengal, there are 13
lakh Nepali-speaking people according to the last census. In the
Darjeeling Hill Council area the population is around 6 lakhs.
They are demanding inclusion of adjoining areas where the
Nepali-speaking people are in a minority and here they will
come in conflict with the Bengali population. As a result, the
rechauvinism is the danger of growing among the Bengali
population. This will have very harmful repercussions on the
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advance of the Left and democratic movement in the state. We are
proud of the fact that it is in West Bengal that no discrimination of
people belonging to any religion or nationality has been there.
Even in Calcutta, half the population comes from outside Bengal.
This problem should be taken seriously and a way has to be found
by which we are able to meet this danger. Raising of Uttarakhand
slogan will have its repercussions in other states too. But un-
fortunately, the CPI is taking an opportunist position. By taking
this position they are not going to benefit except harming the Left
movement as is being done in the case of West Bengal. We have
come out with our consistent stand that separate states cannot
solve the problem of any region or sub-nationality. We have stood
by our position that regional autonomy with planned development
within the state will help to meet the situation.

North-East

The situation in Manipur has taken a serious turn. The long-
standing neglect of the problems of the people and the depreda-
tions of the armed militants have led to the growing ineffectivity
of the State Government and its administration and the parallel
activities of the extremist groups. Excesses by the armed forces
have caused public resentment and snowballed into mass protests.
This discontent is now being diverted to separatist channels. A
bandh call given by the United National Liberation Front against
the state’s merger with India in 1949 met with a big response and
s0 also the rally called by the All Manipur Students’ Union on the
same issue. These are danger signals indicating the growing
popular alienation. In Manipur and in Nagaland, taxes are being
collected by the extremist organisations with impunity from
government employees and all sections of society. The hardships
of the people with the enormous cost of essential commodities
and the lack of basic infrastructure facilities is fuelling discontent
and helping the separatist forces. It is not possible to go on dealing
with these problems using the security forces. It will be necessary
for a proper assessment of the problems in the entire North-East
region and some immediate policy plan to be formulated for the
entire region.
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Economic Policy

In the last C.C. report, it was noted that the Deve Gowda
Government is taking certain policy measures which would
mean carrying forward the IMF-dictated Rao-Manmohan Singh
framework of policies. In many of these issues, the CPI(M) has
had to come out in opposition. The proposals for Rs. 5,000-crore
disinvestment of public sector shares is going ahead. The
Disinvestment Commission suggested in the Common Minimum
Programme to which we expressed our reservation has been set
up. However, the first two rounds of disinvestment are being done
without referring them to the Commission. The most profitable
PSUs are being taken up for disinvestment in the first two rounds
like the VSNL and the ONGC. This is obviously being done to
meet the mounting fiscal deficit against which the IMF has
publicly warned India. It is in response to this IMF pressure that
the privatisation programme in the public sector is going ahead.

The other policy issue on which the CPI(M) had to publicly
join issue was on the changes announced regarding the Foreign
Direct Investment. The last Central Committee had already noted
that the government was preparing to expand the list for 51 per
cent automatic approval of foreign companies as well as to permit
them to hold greater equity in some cases going up to 74 per cent.
These proposals have been placed before the Cabinet for
approval. In the meantime, the Ministry of Mines has announced
that licences for prospecting of minerals will be given to foreign
and private companies for areas up to 5,000 sq.kms. as against the
earlier ceiling of 25 sq.kms. The Industries Ministry has boasted
that it has cleared foreign direct investment proposals worth
Rs. 9,000 crore in a one-month period between July and August.
Many of these proposals are in the consumer and non-essential
sector such as the Coca-Cola investment of Rs. 2,950 crores
through a 100 per cent subsidiary.

Liberalisation of imports continues with the negative list of
imports being reduced with as many as 54 items being allowed.
Forty of these can now be imported without any licence. A number
of these are consumer durables particularly of the electronic
variety. This will severely affect the domestic industry which has
just about begun to develop in these areas.
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The overall economic situation is unsatisfactory. There is a
slow down in industrial production with the rate of growth
substantially less than the previous year. The export growth
figures continue to show decline. There is an accumulation of
inventory and stocks in many industries. This leads to fears of a
recession looming ahead. The rosy picture presented by the
Finance Minister during the budget has been belied. The growth
of the GDP which was claimed to be 7% last year has now been
scaled down to 6.6% by the Central Statistical Organisation;
agricultural production has also been scaled down by 5 million
tonnes. The reduction in public expenditure has a direct bearing
on the present slow down. It is doubtful whether the new
monetary policy with liberalised credit will help to revive
industrial production and the depressed capital markets.

Certain other negative features have also surfaced during this
period. Utilising the issue of federalism, the Andhra Pradesh
Government has suggested that states be permitted to directly
procure funds from the World Bank or Asian Development Bank
(ADB) and accept structural adjustment programmes. Likewise,
the Prime Minister had also announced that power projects, big
and small, can now be cleared directly by the State Government
without any Central clearance. Though these two measures are
yet to be implemented, they nevertheless represent disturbing
tendencies of bypassing the Central Government on the one hand,
and the abdication of the Centre of its responsibility to develop
infrastructure on the other. This can only have very regressive
impact on the Indian economy as a whole.

The burdens on the common people continue to mount
specially sky-rocketting prices. This is mainly due to the
relentless inflation that was touching new heights around .the
festival season. In this context, again, resorting to increasing
administered prices of coal will have another round of cascading
effect on price levels. In this background, it should be noted that
those measures outlined in the Common Minimum Programme
that provide relief to the common man are yet to see the light of
the day. Particular mention must be made of the proposa‘ to
provide foodgrain and other essential commodities to those below
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the poverty line at one-half of the issue price and the revamping of
the public distribution system to make it more effective and thus
also provide a check against an open market price rise. Public
pressure must be mounted on the U.F. Government to implement
this immediately.

Implementation of Common Minimum Programme

The process of implementing the Common Minimum
Programme has been piece-meal and tardy. Of the positive
features, one must note the reconvening of the Inter-State Council
after a gap of over six years and the Chief Ministers conference on
the basic needs of the people.

While the government has been moving speedily in giving
concessions to the foreign capitalists and big bourgeoisie, it has
not moved in the matter of fulfilling its commitment to the people
and the working class as set out in the Common Minimum
Programme.

In areas such as health, education, sanitation and drinking
water the proposals laid down in the CMP have not yet been
initiated. Contrary to the promise of recognition of union by
secret ballot in the CMP the government is trying to backtrack on
this. Pressure must be put on these scores as well to ensure that
some relief to the common man is provided. Sanitation and
drinking water in particular assume importance with the outbreak
of many epidemics that have claimed hundreds of lives across the
country. Powerful mass movements and struggles must be
initiated to compel the government to carry out its commitments
relating to the improvement of the living standards of the people.

Corruption Scandals

Since 1994 various scandals involving the Narasimha Rao
Government have been exposed. Bank securities scandal, sugar
scandal, telecom scandal, hawala scandal and so on. There is a
direct link between economic liberalisation and privatisation and
the escalating scale of high-level corruption. In all the major
scandals money has been provided by big business for bribery in
order to bypass all norms. The Congress(I)-Government tried to
cover up these scandals and protect the culprits. But, subsequently,
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in 1996, many more scandals came to light. The St. Kitts files
which were gathering dust were opened, the Lakhubhai Pathak
creating case, the urea scandal, the telecom deals of Sukh Ram,
the housing scandal and the allotment of gas and petrol agencies.
Even the former Prime Minister and his relatives have been
charge-sheeted in a few cases for their direct involvement. The
animal husbandry scandal in Bihar has also come to light
involving many top politicians of the state.

This has created a situation where the initiative has passed into
the hands of the courts. The Constitution has defined the rights of
various institutions in the parliamentary democratic system.
Faced with numerous corruption cases, some Congress(I) leaders
in particular have argued that the courts are unnecessarily usurping
the powers of the other institutions. They do not recognise the fact
that this has happened in the background of the executive having
not only failed but has been trying to cover up the investigations
since the Bofors case. This is the cause of the rot in the system. It
is in this background that the judiciary has taken the initiative in
ensuring that the investigations progress into various scandals
and it is being welcomed by the people in general. Unless the
executive discharges its responsibilities and ensures account-
ability, problems will arise by leaving all matters to the judiciary.
It must be borne in mind that the present legal system is not able to
cope with the enormous number of cases and dispense justice 1n
time. Further, there are instances of the corrosive effects of
corruption affecting sections of the judiciary also.

The pressures to stop or hinder the top politicians being brought
to book is also very much evident. In the case of Narasimha Rao,
the U.E. Government responded by the Law Mnister asking the
CBI not to oppose the bail petition of Rao. Similarly in the fodder
scandal case, a blatant attempt was made to substitute the reports
of the CBI investigating officer to the Patna High Court.

A vigorous campaign is required by the Party and the other
democratic forces against the efforts at cover up. Those involved
in corruption cases have to be thoroughly exposed and punished.
This has to be one of the important tasks in defence of democracy-
The P.B. gave a call to observe 25 October as Anti-Corruption Day
to mobilise people for this.
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Foreign Policy Stand

The last Central Committee meeting had welcomed the stand of
the Indian Government on the CTBT issue. However, in this
period there have been departures from the Common Minimum
Programme in the formulations on foreign policy. It was stated in
the Common Minimum Programme: “There is a large measure of
consensus on foreign policy which is based on our traditional
values and on the experience gained during the freedom struggle
and in the post-independence era. Non-alignment is the corner-
stone of our foreign policy. The United Front Government will
closely adhere to the consensus...... The United Front Government
will work to strengthen the Non-Aligned Movement. It will also
actively participate in the deliberations of UNCTAD so that the
organisation and the member countries are able to articulate the
view of the developing countries.”

The biggest drift on the Afghanistan developments is of key
importance to India. Immediately after the capture of Kabul by
the Taliban militia backed by Pakistan and America and the
barbarous killing of former President Najibullah and his brother,
there was a sharp reaction from Russia. Iran also condemned the
incidents as did the Security Council. Immediately, a conference
of the five Central Asian republics was convened in which a
warning was given to the Taliban and cautioning against outside
interference. But India kept quiet merely stating that it is watching
the situation. It was only after the resistance against Taliban
became strong that they came out with a statement. That too was a
mild reaction. It is only after the Foreign Minister of Iran visited
India that a statement expressing sympathy with the Afghan
people and denouncing the Taliban came. This has harmed the
prestige of India in the eyes of the developing countries as well as
some advanced countries.

Similarly, with regard to SADR, India’s stand has been
consistent from the beginning in support of their just struggle. But
since many months the proposal to upgrade the status of the
SADR mission from a charge d’affaires to Ambassadorial one
has not been approved on the plea that this might antagonise
Morocco. Earlier government too had taken a similar stand
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because Morocco at that ime was heading the Organisation of
Islamic Countries. It failed to note that Morocco stood by Pakistan
when the question of Kashmir came up in the OIC. A resolution
on implementing the U.N. resolutions on Western Sahara moved
by around 50 members of the U.N. has not been signed by India
till date. Perhaps it was waiting for the vote on the Security
Council seat to be over. But the results showed that India has been
terribly isolated. This is because of its not firmly standing by the
side of the liberation struggles and the Third World countries.
India has to draw a lesson from this experience and stop vacillating
and taking opportunistic positions.

Even, on the question of relations with Cuba, with which it has
had good relations in the past, the government has not adopted a
correct approach. This despite the fact that Cuba has stood firmly
with India in the international forums. After the collapse of the
Soviet Union, Cuba faced tremendous difficulties. And it was 1n
this situation that the Indian people extended big support by
collecting foodgrains and sending a ship load of foodgrains,
medicines and detergents to Cuba. In this, the Government of
India extended help by way of relief in taxes and transportation
facilities. Ten thousand tonnes of rice was sent to Cuba. Though
technically it was a commercial deal but everybody knows that it
was assistance. That is why till now the government had not asked
for the money. But, now, when Cuba is in dire need of help
various economic ministries are leaking the news that they have 0
pay lot of money without repaying which it cannot undertake any
deals. They have offered to supply special medicines which are
not available in India as well as nickel in lieu of the supply of
foodgrains. This also has not been seriously undertaken so far. We
should impress upon the Government of India to adhere to what
we have stated in the CMP on foreign policy.

Iraq

The USA launched another act of aggression with the missile
attack on Iraq under the plea that while dealing with the internal
problem Iraq had sent armed forces. No condemnation came from
India. It is also known that America is starving the children of Iraq
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by continuously imposing blockade in spite of Iraq meeting the
conditions. In this respect also, India is not clear. In today’s world
situation, it is all the more necessary that India remains the rallying
point as it had been in the beginning in supporting the national
liberation struggles, peace, opposing imperialist manoeuvres and
strengthening relations with the developing countries while
improve its relations with the advanced countries.

Congress(I)

There have been major developments within the Congress(I)
party in this period. With the continuous exposure of various
corruption scandals involving the former Prime Minister and
Congress President Narasimha Rao, his position became more
and more untenable. Even Congressmen felt he had become a
liability with no appeal left to the people. The struggle had begun
after the defeat suffered in the elections. But it was the indictment
~ in the corruption case like the Lakubhai Pathak cheating case and
the JMM case which exposed him thoroughly. This led to a
division with some of the members of the Working Committee
demanding his resignation. Finally, it was the Supreme Court’s
decision upholding his prosecution which forced Rao to resign
from the Presidentship. He, however, retains the leadership of the
parliamentary party.

The choice of a new President fell on Sitaram Kesri. He was not
known to be hostile to Rao but after his election he is seeking to
consolidate his power within the organisation. In the present
situation, he can become the rallying point for all those
Congressmen who are opposed to Rao and this may lead to a
growing gulf between them.

In the U.P. post-election situation, Kesri has continued to
advocate Mayawati as a candidate for the Chief Ministership, the
commitment made by the former President. There is pressure
from Narasimha Rao and his faction that the United Front must be
pressurised to concede their demand, otherwise support to the
United Front Government should be withdrawn. But this is not
something easy to accomplish. Though Deve Gowda has been
taking a compromising position and yielding to many pressures
from the Congress(I), there is a limit to the extent that he can go.
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The Congress(l) is itself not in a strong position with its
internal quarrels and the reverses it continues to suffer as seen in
the recent bye-elections. The policies which led to the debacle of
the Congress(I) both in terms of economic policies and secularism
have not been changed and the struggle remains within the
confines of who will control the organisation. There is a proposal
for the unity of the various Congress(I) groups which have left the
party. Despite this sentiment, it is not easy to accomplish the
return of all the Congressmen outside the fold. Those who have a
mass base like Moopanar will only respond when they feel they
have a proper role in the new set-up. The main thing is that given
the bankruptcy of the policies pursued in the past and the depths
of corruption involving many leaders it will be very difficult to
revive the Congress(I) within the old framework.

BJP

The BJIP has faced more setbacks and some of its pretensions
have been exposed in the recent period. The impression that
though its platform is communal with the central slogan of
Hindutva, it is a principled party devoted to the service of the
people is now shattered. It is ridden with factions everywhere.
The fight for power and caste considerations are very much
affecting the BJP. Efforts were made to form the government at
the Centre where the long-standing slogans of the BJP were given
up and compromised. Immediately after they were voted opt,
they again started raising these slogans. Their cooperation with
Shiv Sena also has developed cracks. In Gujarat, their government
has fallen and a ministry headed by BJP rebel Vaghela has taken
office with Congress(I) support. Even in Delhi there is quarrel
between the factions headed by former Chief Minister Khurana
and the present incumbent Sahib Singh Verma. In Uttar Pra(.ieSh
too when they tried to compromising with Mayawati, Kalyan Smg'h
threatened to go the Vaghela way. But they are still keeping fhelr
options open. Demoralisation is setting in because after Gujarat
going from their hands and erosion is taking place in their support
and the leadership is also getting divided.
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This is the time to expose their right-reactionary character
thoroughly. The BJP will constantly seek to divert the discontent
engendered by the impact of economic policies into communal
channels utilising its substantial mass base. A campaign must be
launched in defence of the unity of the country and secularism and
to expose the opportunist and increasingly corrupt character of
the Party.

But while doing so the tendencies among the minorities and
growth of fundamentalist forces among them, as pointed out in
the Party Congress resolution, also must be taken note of. Both
tendencies have to be fought because they supplement and
complement each other.

Janata Dal

Janata Dal is facing a serious situation because the U.P. results
have exposed its claims. They are no more a force in U.P. In Bihar
too they have lost four seats out of 10 sitting seats for which by-
elections were held. With the Bihar Chief Minister and President
of the Janata Dal being named in the fodder scam, its prestige has
gone down. In other states also they are facing problems. In
Orissa, the elections reveal that they are in serious crisis. And this
is happening at a time when the United Front Government headed
by a Janata Dal leader, Deve Gowda, is in office at the Centre.
They must seriously think and try to understand that merely by
using the state machinery one cannot maintain one’s strength and
base. They have to frame proper policies and on that basis
approach the masses so that the discontent which is growing
against the Congress(I) is not allowed to be utilised by the BJP
but by the United Front. They also should consult the other
constituents of the United Front, as equal partners.

Functioning of The United Front

We had set up the Steering Committee with the purpose of
deciding all important political policy matters with a view to
developing coherence and so that the various constituents of the
United Front are able to feel that they are part of the Front. We had
given concrete suggestions about the functioning of the United
Front three months back. Though initially a good beginning was
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made, but now it is being completely ignored. One issue which
came in the way is the Almatti Dam issue.

Almatti Dam

There is a dispute between Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka over
the Almatti dam issue. Both the states agree with the Bachawat
award which made allocation of water between the states of
Andhra, Kamataka and Maharashtra. Both the states agree to
adhere by the Bachwat award. But the problem arose when the
Karnataka Government started raising the height of the dam, to
which the Andhra Pradesh Government objected fearing that it
will receive lesser amount of water. Water problem has become
acute and important. A rational solution satisfactory to all sides
has to be found. The Steering Committee discussed the matter
and appointed a committee of four Chief Ministers headed by
Jyoti Basu and the committee sent experts to Karnataka and
Andhra. At that time some agitation was going on in Karnataka
and the team was asked to come after the assembly is over.
Because of this the Steering Committee remained paralysed for
two months. The last Steering Committee meeting again
discussed and asked Jyoti Basu to pursue the matter and submit
report to the United Front Steering Committee so that a
satisfactory solution can be found.

No regular office for the United Front, as we had suggested, has
been opened. A regular office with a proper secretariat has to be
there to monitor the work and the decisions taken by the Steering
Committee. Now even the constituents of the United Front come
to know of decisions only later. Certain decisions put us 1n d
difficult position. Even, in relation to policies, we must emphasise
those aspects which are commonly agreed and which can have 2
big impact among the people. At the same time, we must differ
and oppose those policy measures which adversely affect the
people and the country.

Reservation for Women

During the end of the last session of the Lok Sabha, a bill wasf
introduced by the government for the reservation of one-third 0
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the seats in the House for women. This Constitutional amendment
bill was moved as it is a commitment given by all the national
political parties in their election manifestos and was part of the
CMP. However, the bill could not be passed in the Lok Sabha as
there was resistance to the move from within all the bourgeois
parties. Though our MPs demanded adoption of the bill without a
debate, two days of discussion took place and various efforts were
made to sabotage the bill or delay it. The question of OBC
reservation within the women’s reservation was raised and so also
the question of reservation in the Rajya Sabha. A number of MPs
belonging to the Janata Dal, Congress(I), BJP and other U.F,
partners were absent and there would have been not sufficient
quorum for adopting a Constitutional amendment. Finally, the bill
has been referred to a Joint Select Committee. There is every
possibility of efforts to sabotage the bill to see that it is not taken
up and adopted in the Winter Session of Parliament. The Left
parties must take the lead to see that the bill is adopted and
support the demand of the women’s organisations that no changes
be made in the present bill.

Parliament Session

Our Parliamentary group has to be conscious of the fact that we
cannot work as of there is a normal five-year term. We should take
up those aspects of the Common Minimum Programme and press
for their implementation which can enhance the prestige of the
United Front. The Lok Pal Bill, central legislation for agricultural
labour, reservation for women, electoral reforms, more powers
to the states to tackle the problem of poverty and unemployment
are issues that have to be taken up immediately. At the same time,
we must categorically assert our views and oppose all such
measures which undermine economic sovereignty, self-reliance
and which affect the interests of the working people.

Position of Left

As far as the Left is concerned, the recent bye-elections show
that it has consolidated its influence and made some gains as seen
in the recent bye-elections. In Kerala, the Left has succeeded in
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winning both the seats in the assembly bye-elections with higher
margins. In Tripura, in spite of the difficult situation, the Party has
won both the seats. In the working of the Left parties together
more coherence is required as the CPI’s opportunist positions on
some issues when they rally behind bourgeois parties create
problems. The Left parties have decided to formulate their
positions on the economic policies being pursued by the United
Front Government so that a campaign can be launched against the
negative aspects and to press for the implementation of those
aspects of the CMP which concern the interests of the working
people.

Tasks Before the Party

There is no doubt that the important task of fighting communal-
ism remains and will continue to remain one of the main tasks till
we are able to bring some change in the correlation of forces and
in this respect isolation of the BJP and forging cooperation with
other secular forces will remain on the agenda. Secondly, the old
economic policies being pursued are throwing more burdens on
the people and providing more facilities to the foreign monopoly
houses to make inroads in all spheres of our economic life. Unless
we put a stiff resistance against them, we will be only tailing
behind the bourgeois parties. It is necessary to build up the
broadest resistance to economic policies so that the communal
forces are not able to utilise the discontent created for reactionary
purposes. We will be able to make use of this situation by
strengthening the Left and democratic forces. The last Central
Committee had warned of the nature of the United Front. Both
unity and struggle has to be pursued within the United Front. But
that we can successfully do provided we are seen as not only
defenders of national unity and secularism but true to the cause qf
the working class and the toiling millions in defence of their
economic and social and political rights. In this respect N0
opportunity should be left to be made use of by us to bring in other
parties into the struggle.

The initiative should come from the Left in leading the
struggles of various sections of the toiling masses. In the Common
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Minimum Programme, mention is there of land reforms. But other
constituents of the Front are not serious about this. We should
urgently take up this question and organise struggles. On
economic policies, we have openly come out against several
decisions of the government. In the telecom and postal and other
Central Government employees strike, we have openly come out
in support. It is necessary for us to popularise on the one hand the
programmes of the Left Front Governments which demarcate
from the other governments led by the United Front constituents.
At the same time, we have to strengthen Left unity, assure
effective functioning of the Left coordination committee as well
as extend full support to the Platform of Mass Organisations and
the trade union coordination committee in their campaigns and
struggles.

For this, the independent political activities of the Party and its
launching mass struggles are of vital importance. On all important
political questions, the Party must project its political views
independently and on issues affecting the people conduct struggles.
In the coming days, the Party must launch mass campaigns and
struggles on the following issues of the people: (1) Demand for
strengthening the public distribution system as a measure against
continuous price-rise of essential commodities; (2) adoption of
Central legislation for agricultural labour; (3) implementation of
land reforms by plugging loopholes; (4) opening of closed
industrial units and against privatisation of the public sector;
(5) recognition of trade unions through secret ballot; (6) fight
against the growing atrocities and oppression of women; and
(7) fight against corruption at all levels and punishing those guilty.

While making all efforts for building united movements along
with the Left, our Party should take initiative in independently
mobilising the people on the urgent issues of the toiling people to
effectively intervene in the political situation prevailing today.
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On Rectification Campaign*

Adopted by The Central Committee of The CPI(M) In Its
Meeting Held in New Delhi on October 29-31, 1996

I

The 15th Congress of the Party while assessing the state of the
organisation had noted that in the recent period the Party had to
face the situation arising out of the dismantling of the Soviet Union
and the reverses suffered by the socialist system. In the face of
this severe offensive against Marxism and Socialism, the Party
ranks had been able to a considerable extent successfully face these
attacks on the basis of the ideological positions adopted at the
14th Congress and by firmly adhering to the Party’s stand of
independently applying Marxism-Leninism to Indian conditions.
The growing political intervention of the Party and Left forces in
national politics has created conditions for the advance of the
Party. However, at the same time, the Party Congress had noted
various political-ideological and organisational shortcomings and
the failure to tackle them promptly and with sufficient seriousness.

The 15th Congress gave a call for a rectification campaign to
overcome the shortcomings and defects affecting the Party at
different levels. This task has assumed urgency given the
accumulation of problems and some alien trends getting entrenched
within the Party over a period of time. Any further delay in tackllﬂg
these problems will hamper the advance of the Party and erode 1ts
revolutionary character.

The Central Committee after discussing the scope of the
rectification campaign has underlined its importance as part of

*Circulated to State Commuttees of The CPI(M) by The Central Commuttee for
circulation up to the level to be decided by The State Commuttees.
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our ongoing efforts to strengthen and rejuvenate the revolutionary
character of the Party. This is the spirit in which the campaign has
to be undertaken—to pinpoint the weaknesses and deviations and
to rectify them for the wider aim of moulding the Party as an
effective instrument of the working class and for strengthening
the unity of the Party. Care should be taken to see that this is the
direction of the campaign and it should not be used for mud-
slinging or for settling scores within the Party.

Both the 14th Congress Report on Organisation and the 15th
Congress Organisational Review have pinpointed the various evils
which have crept into the style of functioning within the Party and
the wrong trends among certain sections of the cadres. Based on
the reports adopted in these two Congresses which have identified
various maladies afflicting the Party, we are highlighting some of
the immediate issues to be taken up for rectification.

In India where the peasantry and the petty-bourgeoisie
sections are a predominant part of society and the Party works
in a bourgeois and semi-feudal environment, the alien class
values and habits constantly penetrate the Party. Combating
these corrosive influences within the Party 1s a continuous
process.

The necessity and scope for a rectification campaign can be
properly understood only in the light of the experiences gathered
in the recent period which have been elaborated in the last two
Congresses.

(1) The period since 1989 saw major setbacks to the international
Communist movement and the socialist system. This led to serious
questioning of the ideology of Marxism-Leninism and a renewed
offensive of bourgeois ideology. In such a situation some adverse
effects on our Party ranks and morale was inescapable.

(if) Domestically, the current thrust of a stepped up liberalisation
of the economy has its direct effects on society. The global
offensive of capitalism and the favourable conditions for capitalist
growth have led to the spread of new bourgeois values. The
stimulus of free market policies has led to increasing consumerism

and bourgeois egoistic values being disseminated by the
mass media.
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(iii) In the background of the setbacks to Socialism there has
been a spurt in the growth of reactionary, sectarian, chauvinist and
fundamentalist forces. India too has seen the rise of the reactionary
communal forces. There is also the growing fragmentation based
on caste identities. Such an atmosphere is inimical to progressive
and scientific ideas.

(iv) The protracted nature of the struggle for change in the
correlation of class forces and the difficulties encountered in this
basic task along with the slow and uneven growth of the Communist
movement at the all-India level creates the conditions for an attitude
of adjusting within the existing bourgeois order and succumbing
to its values. A large number of entrants into the Party have been
reared in the daily activities of the Party and mass organisations
without acquiring the basic understanding of the Party and its
programmatic objectives. This leads to all sorts of petty-bourgeois
trends emerging within the Party.

(v) For the past two decades, since 1977, the situation
necessitated a tactical line of alliances with bourgeois partes
particularly electoral alliances. This has led to the possibilities for
the penetration of the bourgeois style of functioning into our Party.
Our cadres can get influenced by the type of money power and
other bourgeois practices followed by these parties. This can act
as a corroding influence on our cadres.

(vi) As the Organisational Reports of the two Party Congresses
reveal, the bulk of the Party members have joined the Party in the
last one decade and are therefore relatively new members. In
addition the older members need to be constantly re-educated. The
weakness in our capacity to provide ideological-political training
results in a low level of political consciousness. There is also fhe
inactivity of a large number of Party branches and defective
functioning in the mass organisations. .

These above circumstances provide the grounds for penetration
of alien class values within the Party. The 14th Congress had on
the basis of the replies to the questionnaire provided by the State
Committees highlighted some of the problems as follows:

(a) the reformist trend of parliamentarism and electoral

opportunism;
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(b) erosion or lack of Communist consciousness which leads
to Party cadres succumbing to social pressures and indulging
in non-Communist behaviour such as obscurantism or caste
practices.

(c) nstances of corruption generated by the corrosive influence
of bourgeois society.

To elaborate further, the 14th Congress Organisation Report

pointed out:

"All the State Commuttees have reported examples of serious
lapses or aberrant behaviour by certain comrades and also instances
of disciphinary action. Firstly, the corrosion of Communist
standards comes from the corrupting influences in bourgeois
society. There have been some cases of corruption which have
resulted in expulsions. Though these are still on a small scale it
sounds a warning. Careerist trends have developed among some
cadres and functionaries in the Party organisation and trade unions.
Secondly, there are cases of succumbing to social pressures to
indulge in non-Communist behaviour or in obscurantist or caste
practices. The last named is more widespread in the Hindi-speaking
areas. The Party has not been taking seriously enough the task of
remoulding the outlook of cadres and members in combating the
social practices alien to Communists. When such lapses occur in
the ranks of the leadership, the prestige and credibility of the Party
gets affected. In the prevailing atmosphere of rank corruption,
moral decay and come back of backward looking ideologies, the
Party Committees must consciously struggle against such trends
and check them in time.

"Another deviation spreading in the Party is parliamentarism
and the crass opportunism connected with it. It is a common
occurrence even in the weakest states or Party Committees to
make exaggerated claims about fighting elections, bickerings
over candidates and choice of seats. The corrosion of
Communist consciousness is seen also in states where we have
our governments. Hankering for posts in elected bodies such
as Municipalities, Zilla Parishads or the assembly leads to
groupism. Individual ego and vested interest vitiate collective
functioning."
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Combating these wrong trends and vices in the Party must be
taken up in the concrete situation in which our Party organisation
is placed. The 15th Congress of the Party explained these
circumstances as follows:

"The majority of the Party members have been recruited during
the last decade. Though we have made some attempts to educate
the Party members and to raise their political organisational
consciousness they are not sufficient to meet the situation. There
is also need to re-educate the old Party members. The education
of the new entrants to the Party and the re-education of the old
comrades should be a continuous process. Political education is
not confined to political classes alone. It includes self-study,
participation in discussions, attending general body meetings and
public meetings, participation in campaigns, struggles, and political
propaganda etc. The organisational review report of the state
conferences reveal that a considerable percentage of the Party
members are not attending Party branches regularly or getting
involved in Party activities constantly and 50 percentage of the
branches etc. are not functioning properly. The lower level of
political organisational consciousness of the Party members, the
existence of a considerable number of inactive Party members,
the defective functioning of a large number of Party branches etc.
are restricting the Party’s attempts at expansion. This state of affairs
is also responsible for making the Party members vulnerable to
bourgeois ideological influences. These are also reasons for
bourgeois organisational practices like factionalism, individualism,
careerism, corruption, parliamentary opportunism and wrong style
of work creeping into the Party.”

When a large section of the Party members are inactive and
their political-ideological level not developed, it enables wrong
trends in the leadership to develop and persist. A conscious 2}nd
active Party membership would help in checking these tendencies.

II

To eliminate the wrong trends and to rectify the erroneous style

of functioning requires a three-pronged approach of political,
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ideological and organisational rectification. This rectification
campaign should focus on:

Combating Parliamentarism

Eliminating the disease of parliamentarism and electoral
opportunism is a central task. Much of the factional infighting
stems from the hankering for elected positions like MLAs, local
bodies chairman and panchayat positions. The recent election
review conducted by the two highest state committees of
West Bengal and Kerala have both pointed to this harmful trend
manifesting itself in the Party.

The bane of parliamentarism should not be seen merely as a
deviation among individual leaders and cadres for holding elected
positions and power. It is a totally reformist outlook that confines
the Party’s activities to electoral work and the 1illusion that the
Party’s advance can be ensured solely through fighting elections.
Neglecting the work of organising the mass movements, launching
struggles and building the Party is a result of this parliamentary
outlook.

Developing class and mass struggles and through them the
building of the mass organisations is the key to the expanding of
the Party’s influence and for building a revolutionary mass Party.
Primacy should be given to building Party organisation, combining
parliamentary and extra-parliamentary work to strengthen the mass
movement and the Party’s influence.

It must be concretely discussed in the State Committees why
the work of the Party and mass organisations has not expanded or
influence grown in constituencies/areas where the Party has been
fighting elections over a long period and where our candidates
have been elected also. The reformist style of work of our
committees/cadres in this regard must be pinpointed and corrected.

Effectively using elected representatives like MLAs/MPs for
work outside the legislatures in agitation/propaganda and support
to the mass movements must be ensured. Very often our elected
representatives are not being properly utilised for this work. At
the same time the trend has developed in some places of MLAs
and other elected functionaries refusing to work within the Party
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norms and individually functioning according to their electoral
perceptions. In many of the weaker states, Party MLAs resist the
amount of levy fixed and try to get it reduced. In some cases there
have been outright refusal to pay the levy fixed by the State
Committee. This cannot be tolerated. As per the Party Constitution
all salaries and allowances of legislators are to be considered Party
money and the levy must be fixed in such a manner as to ensure
that this norm is implemented organisationally.

The Central Committee before the Lok Sabha Elections had
discussed the question of limitation of terms for elected
functionaries. It had suggested two terms generally as the norm
for MPs/MLAs etc. The impact of parliamentarism leads to some
leading cadres wishing to remain elected representatives in public
bodies for ever. Vested interest develops in this process. The work
of building the Party and mass organisations is sacrificed due to
this electoral preoccupations. Two or three-term limitation must
be taken up for implementation at different levels from the
panchayat to parliament in future.

Restoring and Strengthening Democratic Centralism

There has been a disturbing growth of unhealthy trends such as
factionalism, careerism, individualism and general absence of
collective functioning at various levels. Apart from the problems
created by hankering for elected legislative positions, there is also
the factionalism and groupism associated with the efforts to capture
key positions in Party committees. This is seen as a source fqr
exercising power. The growth of careerism reflects this trend. Itis
to be asserted firmly and the Party members made conscious that
canvassing for an individual or group is not allowed in the Party
and is against the Party Constitution.

The erosion of the norms of collective functioning a"'d of
keeping the Party's interests as supreme above that of individual
interests is seen by the growing incidents of leakage of inner-Party
discussion in leading committees to the bourgeois Press. Th'ere 15
a liberal attitude towards such leakages made for fact10.nal
purposes. The 15th Congress had called for strict action against
those who indulge in such anti-Party activities.
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The rectification required to check the problems of factionalism
and individualism must start from the top and the leading
committees. The hesitation to take action against leaders who are
responstble for such alien tendencies must be given up.

Maintaining Communist Norms

Cases of corruption among Party functionaries at any level, even
though they are few, must be taken seriously. If there are any
allegations they should be properly investigated without delay, in
an impartial manner and action taken wherever the charges are
found valid. This is especially necessary 1n states where we run
governments and also where there are a substantial number of
functionanes/Party cadres holding official/administrative positions.

A political ideological campaign within the Party is essential to
make the Party cadres conscious that the maintenance of minimum
norms requires the highest standards of integrity and probity while
dealing with public funds and not indulging in any malpractices.

In the case of Party functionaries and those in the leadership of
mass organisations there should be check up of use of Party and
mass organisation funds. This requires proper maintenance of
accounts and the supervision by the finance sub-committees as
prescribed in the rules under the Constitution. The Communist
tradition of viewing Party money as sacrosanct and to be used
sparingly is getting eroded and there are a number of cases of
leading cadres themselves spending Party money in a manner
which encourages wasteful expenditure. The Party leadership
should set an example by adopting a simple life style and in the
careful use of Party money and resources.

The Communist Party has a good tradition of collecting money
for the Party from the working people. It is the duty of all Party
members to collect money from the people for the Party. However,
in the recent years a trend has emerged in some places to collect
larger amounts from select individuals instead of relying on mass
collections. The correct approach of mass collections with small
amounts collected from a large number of people must be stressed.
Here the recent experience of Kerala must be cited where at the
call of the state committee for a one day’s mass collection for
setting up the new edition at Kottayam of the daily Deshabhimani
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the entire Party went amongst the people and collected the
impressive sum of Rs. 70 lakhs.

In recent years, there has also been a tendency for lavish
expenditure at the time of Party conferences and mass organisation
conferences in certain states and all India conferences. Having
huge feasts with more and more dishes and extravagant display 1s
considered a matter of prestige for the organisation. The holding
of conferences and other activities should show the difference
between the Communists and other parties.

As our Party’s influence has grown in certain states and at the
all India level we must stress the need to adopt Communist norms
of behaviour. This is all the more necessary in a situation where
with the era of liberalisation, there is heightened activity by the
big capitalists and private sector companies for policies favourable
for them and to lobby for their special interests. Earlier there was
a covert link with the bureaucracy and the politicians; now with
liberalisation this has become respectable and open. Bourgeors
politicians and bureaucrats act as lobbyists and agents for big
business and their vested interests. It is important that our Party
leaders and elected representatives have guidelines for themselves
in this matter. Attached to this report are a set of guidelines to be
observed.

Adherence to Progressive Values

The Communists had played a pioneering role as the foremost
fighters against all forms of social oppression and evils. Caste
practices like untouchability and exclusion from social activx}les
were fought by the Communists in the earlier days. Fight against
obscurantist pragtices which trampled upon the dignity of scheduled
castes or women were also opposed firmly. )

Now with the growth of communal and caste ideologies it isall
the more necessary that the Communists be in the forefront in th;
fight against social evils and customs. Here a major struggle 15
required against the casteism and there should be systematic antl-
caste propaganda among the people. For this there should be
conscious efforts to educate the Party members against caste
feelings. Very often we go by the preconceived notion that by
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becoming members of the Communist Party there is automatic
growth of class consciousness while in reality a number of Party
members are imbued with caste feelings. It is not enough to make
general statements against caste practices. In the Party Committees
up to the local committee any leading cadre found guilty of
practising caste discrimination or exclusion must be proceeded
against. For instance, it cannot be in any way accepted that in a
Party leader’s house lower caste people are not allowed to eat or
socially mix. Party members particularly in the Hindi-speaking
states must be educated and motivated to oppose various forms of
caste discrimination and oppression such as not allowing a
scheduled caste person to sit on the same charpoy, drawing water
from wells, prohibition of use of streets within the village or town
for the scheduled castes etc. All these have to be taken up and
fought by the Party and the mass movements with the Party
members taking the lead. Absence of such initiative makes our
anti-caste posture simply homilies as done by other bourgeois
parties.

The 14th Congress had already pointed out how
some Party members succumb to social and religious
practices alien to Communist standards within the family and the
community on questions such as dowry taking, inter-caste
marriages, child marriage, equal status to girl child etc. The
tendency is to go alongwith family or community pressures
rather than have a firm and principled stand behoving a
Communist.

The failure to draw in women belonging to the families of the
Party members into political activities and raising their political
consciousness was noted in the 1967 Tasks on Party Organisation.
Subsequent experience shows it is necessary to educate male Party
members themselves about the attitude to women as male
chauvinist attitudes prevail amongst them. Some cases of wife-
beating and refusal to provide equal status to women within the
family and outside are instances of this outlook. Changing the
outlook of male Party members in this respect must be taken up in
the same way as caste, religious prejudices and other feudal
customs are to be combated.
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The Party has been repeatedly emphasising the necessity of
drawing women into the Party and for creating conditions for their
entry in mass organisations and Party committees. Equal status
for women in society and political work must be actively
championed by Communists.

The leadership has to set the example in observing Communist
standards. There has to be a sustained campaign by the Party and
the Democratic movement against all forms of caste and religtous
chauvinism, superstitious practices and religious fundamentalism.
While developing the class struggle in the concrete conditions
where semi-feudal ideologies hold sway, it is necessary to nurture
such a democratic and socially progressive atmosphere to aid the
advance of the oppressed sections who are the worst victims of
this order.

Party Education

An important part of the political-ideological remoulding of our
- cadres is through Party education. Party education is required for
re-educating the leaders/cadres and for training the new entrants.
This is part of the ideological work necessary to raise the political
consciousness of the Party members at all levels. The 14th Congress
had highlighted the need for ideological struggle which has been
reiterated in the 15th Congress.

"In the present situation in the country, this ideological battle,
education and propaganda acquires special importance. We will
be able to fight the bankrupt policies of the Congress(I) and the
communal platform of the BJP and defend the unity of the country,
only if along with building up mass struggles, we simultaneously
wage a sustained political-ideological struggle against ruling class
ideologies. To the list enumerated above we have to add'th‘e
pernicious theories of Hindu Rashtra, pseudo-secularism, linguisti¢
chauvinism, the new fashionable theories of abandoning self-
reliance and integrating with the global capitalist economy, the
new anti-Marxist and anti-socialist propaganda generated by the
setbacks to world Socialism. The battle to win the minds of the
people who gather around us in mass struggles becomes of
paramount importance. Neglect of this work will reduce our work
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to economism within our basic classes and the masses in general.”
(14th Congress, Report on Organisation)

While we are yet to undertake updating of the Party programme,
1t must be emphasised that the basic content of the programme
with regard to the class analysis, stage of the revolution and the
goal of people's democratic revolution continues to be the bedrock
of our strategy. This should not be in any way be lost sight of
while conducting Party education. An important aspect of Party
education and the political work should be to inculcate the basic
understanding of the Party and its programmatic objectives and
linking this up with the immediate issues/tactics being taken up
by the Party. Failure to establish this leads to a low level of political
understanding and the tendency to be swept away by the slogan of
bourgeois parties.

In the present situation, it is important to unify the Party
politically and 1deologically. At the present juncture, as far as the
political line is concerned, the independent role of the Party in the
political and ideological sphere, the systematic carrying on of
Communist propaganda and the development of mass movements
to activise the Party must be stressed. This is particularly important
in a situation where we have expanded united activities with
‘bourgeois parties. Ideologically, the cause identified for the
setbacks to Socialism in the ideological resolution of the 14th
Congress of the Party and the creative application of Marxism-
Leninism 1n the concrete conditions of Indian society must be the
basis for educating the Party.

It is necessary to conduct Party schools on a systematic and
regular basis. While having such schooling proper attention should
be paid to the content of the school and the method of education.
It is not enough to have lectures by Party leading cadres on various
subjects. A method has to be devised whereby the participants in
schools study relevant material on the subject and then spend more
time in mutual discussions to clarify their understanding and the
teachers help in the process by initiating the class and summing
up the discussions. The experience of conducting schools so far
show that while some schools are being held at the Central, State
and district level, Party education is not reaching the ordinary Party
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members. Steps have to be taken so that classes are organised for
the entire Party membership.

I

Immediate Organisational Measures Linked to Rectification

It will not be within the purview of this campaign to deal with
all the organisational problems at different levels within the Party.
It is of course true that there are many long-standing organisational
problems which have accumulated in different states. These must
be discussed, sorted out and solutions found by respective Party
committees as part of their regular organisational work. However,
it will be necessary to take up some of the acute problems which
are relevant to the rectification campaign immediately. There is a
direct link between the failure to adhere to some of the basic
organisational norms and the growing problems of factionalism,
individualism and other violations of democratic centralism. For
instance it will be difficult to upgrade the level of political
consciousness of the Party members unless the minimum standards
for recruitment of membership are observed. Adherence to the
norms of recruitment of membership and their annual scrutiny is
also to be stressed as instances of enrolling members and inflating
their numbers for factional purposes have come to light. Keeping
the immediate requirements of the rectification campaign in mind
we suggest certain immediate and essential tasks to be taken up at
the orgamsational level if the rectification campaign is to be
successful:

(i) The norms for recruitment of Party members as laid down
in the Constitution must be strictly followed while due attention
should be paid for expanding Party membership. Based on the
experience in the recent period, the two Party Congress reports
have noted the erosion in the standards of Party membership and
the low level of political-organisational consciousness. Firstly, the
process of recruitment of Party members through the process of
mass organisation activities—formation of auxiliary groups—
recruitment as candidate members—after one year's training and
education making them fit for full Party membership—must be
implemented.
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(ii) In the case of renewals, Party members activities in the
light of the minimum duties set out under the Party Constitution
(article XI) must be scrutinised and made the basis for renewals.

(ii1) Without activising the branches, the primary unit of the
Party, the improvement and rectification sought cannot be achieved.
Only when Party members are active politically and organisationally
can the principles of democratic centralism come into play. The
guidelines given in the 14th Congress for an annual report on Party
branch activities and check up of the same by the state committees
must be implemented. We must insist that all Party members work
in some mass organisation or the other.

(iv) The CPI(M) is a Party of the working class. The revolutionary
character of the Party can be strengthened only if the class
composition is improved. Expanding recruitment from the working
class and other basic classes and promoting and equipping cadres
from them ideologically is one of the basic tasks to be continuously
taken up and implemented.

(v) One of the immediate tasks is to combat bureaucratic
tendencies among leading cadres which has been nailed down in
the 14th Congress report. This is a trend alien to democratic
centralism and inner-Party democracy. Intolerance leads to
criticism and differing views being suppressed. Criticism and self-
criticism is to be practised in Party committees to check
bureaucratic behaviour and at the same time ensure check-up and
improvement of individual work and responsibilities.

(vi) Factional activities in any form including canvassing for
individuals or groups in Party Committees or in conferences are
against basic norms of democratic centralism and must be
prohibited. Party members must be made conscious that this is
against the norms of democratic centralism. Factional
considerations often leads to liberalism in dealing with wrong
trends among comrades.

(vii) The 14th Congress review of organisation had called for
change in the approach to wholetimers who are in some cases
treated as paid employees and not as political organisational
leaders. While developing their political organisational abilities it
is also essential to see that wholetimers are paid wages which are
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necessary for a minimum level of livelihood for their families.
Not doing so creates conditions for unhealthy trends and blocking
the possibility of cadres from the basic classes becoming
wholetimers.

(viii) An important area where rectification is required 1s the
approach and style of functioning of Party members in mass
organisations. Democratic functioning and maintaining the
independent character of the mass organisation has to be fostered.
The direction given in the Central Committee resolution on Mass
Organisations (1980) must be implemented.

v

Nine Points For Rectification

To sum up, the following concrete steps have to be taken during
the rectification campaign:

(i) Countering parliamentarism and electoral opportunism.
Educate the cadres at all levels on the correct approach of a Marxist-
Leninist Party of combining parlimentary and extra parliamentary
activities with the aim of strengthening mass movement and the
class struggle. End the neglect of Party building by exclusive
reliance and emphasis only on electoral activities enforce the
principle of limitation of terms for elected functionaries at different
levels confining it to two-three terms. Exemption will be given in
only special cases with the approval of the state committee i the
case of legislative assemblies and the Central Committee in the
case of parliament. District committees similarly will have power
to exemption for lower level elected positions.

(ii) Strictly implement the guidelines set out for elected
representative/leading Party functionaries which is speit outin the
annexure. '

(ili) Educate the Party members to conform to Communist
norms and eschew all social, caste and religious practices which
are alien to it. Take firm positions to oppose and mobilise PGQHIC
against untouchability, caste discrimination and other social evils
such as dowry, oppression of women and against discriminatory
practices.
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(iv) Take disciplinary action against proved cases of corruption
among Party cadres. Educate the Party cadres about proper
utilisation of Party funds and mass organisation money; there
should be proper maintenance of account and auditing of the same.
All money collected for the Party should be accounted for.

(v) There should be regular criticism and self-criticism in the

Party Committees about bureaucratic behaviour of leading cadres
and also any careerist tendencies developing. An atmosphere of
having free and frank discussions must be created. Eschew all forms
of factional activities. Take action in case of persistent violation
in this regard.
- (vi) Tighten up recruitment of Party members, ensure proper
scrutiny at renewals to check up if Party members are fulfilling
minimum tasks, activise branches. Ensure participation of members
in Party activities.

(vii) Insist on Party members working in a mass organiation as
a basic duty. Educate Party members on democratic functioning
of mass organisations.

(viii) Organise systematic Party education to cover all Party
members. Organise syllabus and method of classes keeping in mind
level of consciousness and to facilitate more discussions by
participants.

(ix) For the political-ideological work of the Party, the Party
papers are a crucial weapon. We must ensure that all Party members
must read and subscribe to the Party papers. In the case of daily
newspapers those with sufficient income will have to subscribe to
the paper as one of the minimum duties.

v

Procedure for Rectification Campaign

The rectification campaign to implement the above tasks must
be conducted in a fixed time-frame. The Central Committee
document provides the framework and guidelines for the campaign
and the following must be done:

(i) The Central Committee resolution on rectification must be
reported at all levels in the Party through meetings of the



874 Documents of The Communist Movement in India

committees and general body meetings. The state committee must
undertake the work of translating and circulating the document up
to the level which it will decide.

(ii) In the next two months, December 1996 and January 1997,
Polit Bureau will sit with State Secretariats which will prepare a
document to implement the Central Committee resolution on
rectification. The State Committees will then meet to discuss the
rectification campaign. One part of the meeting will be devoted
to the reporting of the document and in the second part the state
committee will discuss and adopt the document prepared by the
secretariat concretising the tasks for the campaign based on the
specific conditions and experience of the state.

(iii) The state committee decisions for the campaign will then
be reported along with the Central Committee document by the
state secretariat members in the district committees. The district
committees will have a reporting meeting session and a session
devoted to discussion and implementing the tasks prepared by the
District Secretariat with the help of the P.C. Secretariat. The district
committee then will take the campaign to the lower levels and the
whole process must be taken down to the branch level.

(iv) This whole process must be undertaken in a time frame of
six months so that the whole campaign can be conducted and
completed by the end of June, 1997.

This rectification campaign now being initiated is only the
beginning. The process of rectification and combating of bourgeois
and petty-bourgeois influences is a continuous and ongoing
process.

Guidelines For Conduct of Leading Party Functionaries and

For Elected Representatives
(MPs/MLAs/Local Bodies Chairman etc.)

1. Our Party functionaries both in legislatures and outside
(including trade unions and mass organisations) should not
accept any hospitality provided by companies and private
lobbies. This will include dinners/lunches, expensive gifts,
hotel stay, or discounts in prices for buying costly gifts.
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Party functionaries who receive official gifts from fraternal
parties/organisations which are of a costly nature should
deposit such items with the Party. Procedure should be
devised as to what is to be done with these gifts.

Leading Party functionaries/elected representatives should
adopt a simple life style. They should not host lavish
weddings for their family members/relatives and refrain
from taking dowry. They should not organise religious
ceremonies or personally conduct religious rituals.
Paymet of levy fixed by the Party on salaries and
allowances of elected representatives must be paid
promptly and regularly. Party's leading cadres must set an
example in this regard.

In dealing with Party money, mass organisation funds or
public funds, leading functionaries must maintain proper
accounts and account for all receipts and payments. Official
cars and other facilities should not be misused for family
members and friends.
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On Tragic Air Accident*®

Statement Dated November 13, 1996
Issued by The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M) to Press

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) expresses its deep sorrow and
grief at the loss of lives in the collision between two aircraft of
the Saudi and Kazakh airlines near Delhi, on November 12. It 1s
indeed tragic that such an accident should have occurred claiming
more than 350 lives of which the overwhelming majority are
Indians. The Polit Bureau conveys its deep sympathy to all those
who lost their family members in this terrible accident.

The United Front Government has ordered a judicial enquiry
into the accident. It is hoped that this enquiry will be expeditiously
carried out and the cause of the accident identified so that any
such recurrence in Indian airspace can be averted.

*Published 1n "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, November 17, 1996
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CPI(M) Urges Adequate Relief in
Andhra Pradesh*

Statement Issued by The Polit Bureau to Press

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) expresses its deep anguish and
grief at the colossal loss of life, destruction of property and standing
crops in Andhra Pradesh. The damage wreaked by this cyclone
comes closely on the heels of the earlier one which had also caused
large-scale destruction and loss of life. It is truly a calamity of
national proportions.

Responding to this colossal damage, the Steering Commuttee of
the United Front at its meeting on November 8, had asked its
constituent parties to contribute to the Prime Minister's Andhra
Cyclone Relief Fund. The CPI(M) had already announced an initial
contribution of Rs. 1 lakh at the meeting.

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) calls upon all the political
parties, trade unions, mass organisations and the people in general
to come forward and contribute generously to this fund so that
adequate relief can be provided to the people of Andhra Pradesh.

*Published 1n "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, November 17, 1996.
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CPI(M) Opposes Privatisation of
Water Supply*

Statement Dated November 19, 1996
Issued by The Polit Bureau to Press

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) expresses its opposition to the
proposal mooted by the Minister of State for Urban Affairs and
Employment Shri Venkateswarlu for privatisation of water supply
in the cities.

The minister has announced that he would convene a meeting
of state government ministers in January to discuss the proposal
of privatisation of water supply as it is a state subject.

. The CPI(M) strongly objects to this major policy statement made
by the minister. It must be noted that the United Front has in its
Common Minimum Programme stated that "Although drinking
water, primary health care and housing are subjects which fall under
the purview of the state governments, the Central Government also
bears a responsibility to ensure that these basic human needs of
every citizen are satisfied”. In total contradiction to this, the
minister impressed by the privatisation of water supply in Britain
wants to abandon the elementary responsibility of the State to
provide safe drinking water to the citizens in the urban areas.

The Polit Bureau calls upon the Prime Minister and the Cabinet
to ensure that such policy initiatives contrary to the U.F. programme
are avoided in future.

*Published in "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, November 24, 1996.
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CPI(M) Condoles Train Blast Victims*

Statement Dated December 3, 1996
Issued by The Polit Bureau to Press

The Polit Bureau strongly condemns the dastardly act of exploding
a bomb in a coach of the Jammu bound Jhelum Express, leading
to the death of 12 and injuring 34 passengers. The CPI(M) demands
of the government the speedy arrest of the culprits involved and to
take strong action against them. The CPI(M) also demands that
effective preventive measures be undertaken on the railways, to
prevent the recurrence of such murderous acts. The CPI(M) extends
its deep condolences to the relatives of those who died, and wishes
speedy recovery of those who have been injured in the blast.

*Published 1n "PEOPLE S DEMOCRACY", New Delh1, December 8, 1996.



CPI(M)’s Greetings to Communist
Refoundation Party, Italy*

On behalf of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of
India (Marxist), I convey our fraternal Communist greetings to
the Third National Congress of the Communist Refoundation
Party of Italy.

Your Congress is being held at a very crucial moment in the
world as modemn civilization prepares to enter the next
millennium.

We note that the Third Congress of your Party will discuss
issues of great importance to the rest of the international
Communist movement at the present juncture, and the onentation
of the Communist Refoundation Party towards advancing the
Italian people’s struggle for Socialism.

This Congress is also being held at a very crucial juncture 1n
Italian politics. We have noted with great satisfaction that in the
last elections the right-wing forces were defeated, and it gives us
great gratification to note the role played by the Communist
Refoundation Party particularly in forging the electoral
agreement between different forces and parties ranged agamnst
the right-wing forces. At a time when the ideologies of impera-
lism are busy chuming out illusory theories on the death of
communism, it is heartening to note that the popular support
of your Party has grown significantly from 5.9 per cent 0
8.6 per cent.

Apart from this success, the presence of your Party in the

governments in six regions and hundreds of municipalities only
confirms the significance of the Communist Party in Italy. In fact

*Pubhished m PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, December 8, 1996.
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these recent successes have resoundingly vindicated the decisions
of your Second Congress which set out with determination to
demonstrate the continued relevance in Italy of a Communist
Party after the unfortunate dissolution of the historic Communist
Party of Italy (P.C1). These are a source of inspiration to
Communists all over the world.

Dear Comrades, the simlarities between the political
conditions of our countries are indeed striking. In India, following
the last elections we have been able to keep the right-wing forces
out of government on the basis of an agreement between the Left,
democratic and secular forces. The CPI(M) had played an
important role 1n forging such an alliance which we felt necessary
to safeguard and strengthen the democratic and secular
foundations of modern India. It is on the basis of these founda-
tions that the struggle of the Indian people for an exploitation-
free society can advance. On the other hand, despite our
important role in the present situation, the CPI(M) while being a
determining force supporting the government, is not part of
the government. The CPI(M) is engaged in building popular
movements that will be able to meet the expectations of the
people aroused by the electoral victory of democratic and secular
forces and to influence the direction of governmental policy ina
positive manner.

Given the commonality of our positions, we are confident that
the fraternal relations between our Parties and movements will
continue to strengthen in the days to come. Dear Comrades, we
are confident that the deliberations of your Third National
Congress will further strengthen the bonds between your Party
and the Italian people particularly at a time when the working
class in Italy is engaged in active and militant actions against the
growing attacks on their rights and hivelihood by a neo-liberal
offensive. Please accept my warm fraternal greetings once again.

We wish your Congress all success.

With fraternal Communist greetings,

Harkishan Singh Surjeet
(General Secretary)
December 3, 1996



CPI(M)’s Greetings to
15th Congress of CP of Portugal*

On behalf of the Central Committee of the Communust Party of
India (Marxist), I convey our warm fraternal Communist
greetings to the 15th Congress of the Communist Party of
Portugal.

Both our Parties share a very strong bond of commonality and
internationalism particularly in the struggle against the renewed
imperialist offensive that followed the dismantling of Socialism
in the USSR and Eastern Europe. We are confident that our
presence at your Congress will further strengthen these bonds.

Comrades, your Congress is being held at a very critical
juncture of world developments. We note that the 15th Congress
of your Party will discuss issues of great importance conceming
the international Communist movement at the present junctute,
and the orientation of the Portuguese Communist Party towards
advancing the Portuguese people’s struggle for Socialism.

Dear Comrades, the CPI(M) closely follows the continued and
increased activities of the PCP and the strengthening of its links
with the Portuguese people. During the recent period, we note
with a sense of gratification that the PCP, true to revolutionary
tenets, has carried out intense activity marked by both militancy
and effectiveness. Your activities, mass struggles, the electoral
battles and particularly the struggle agamst the ideological
offensive of the exploiting classes are valuable contributions t
Communists all over the world. The influence that is wielded by
the PCP in local governments and municipalities continue t0
provide a source of strength to Communists elsewhere in the
world. We are confident that the deliberations of this Congress

*Pyublished 1n 'PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, December 8, 1996
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will further strengthen the bonds between the PCP and the
Portuguese people.

Despite all 1ts tall claims and the self-proclamations of the
immortality of capitalism, capitalism as a system continues to
prove its incapability of solving the most important issues before
humanity. The past few years have seen the sharpening of
contradictions and the widening of the hiatus between the rich
and the poor. While strengthening the popular mass movements
against capitalism’s global offensive and exposing its newer
methods of exploitation, the ideological struggle needs to be
strengthened. This has been a common endeavour of Communists
the world over. The PCP which has made significant contribu-
tions 1n the past, we are sure, will continue to do so at the present
Juncture as well.

Comrades, we, in our country, are engaged in a very complex
struggle. On the one hand,we are endeavouring to preserve the
democratic, secular foundations of modern India which are
coming under severe attack by the nght-reactionary forces, and
on the other, we are doubling our forces to sharpen people’s
struggles in defence of their rights and for improving their
livelthood. A new political situation has arisen 1n the country
where the Left alongwith other democratic and secular forces
have formed a coalition government with the express purpose of
protecting India’s modern identity and interests of its people. The
CPI(M) has had a very important role in forging such an
alternative and today supports this government from the outside
but not joining the government. We are, therefore, currently
engaged in making this coalition government a success, at the
same time building social and political popular movements to
influence governmental policies in a progressive direction.

Dear Comrades, the CPI(M) holds in great esteem the positions
and the activities of the Portuguese Communist Party. We are
confident that the deliberations of your 15th Congress will go a
long way 1n further strengthening the Portuguese Communist
Party in discharging its international and domestic
responsibilities. May I once again convey our warm fraternal
greetings to the Congress and all the delegates assembled here.

We wish your Congress all success.

Harkishan Singh Surjeet
(General Secretary)
December 3, 1996



CPI(M) Opposes Insurance Bill*

Statement Dated December 8, 1996 Issued by
The Polit Bureau to Press

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) extends its full support to the
one-day strike called by the employees of the insurance sector on
December 9. All the unions of the LIC and GIC have jomtly
called for this strike against the proposed introduction of a draft
Bill for the setting up of an Insurance Regulatory Authorty. This
piece of legislation is a prelude to the opening up of the insurance
sector to private companies. The Insurance Regulatory Authonity
to be set up will be entrusted with the task of working out the
modalities for the entry of private companies including foreign
companies into the insurance sector.

The CPI(M) expresses its strong opposition to this move to
open up the insurance sector. The LIC and the GIC have rendered
valuable service in mobilising a large amount of funds for public
mvestment and developmental schemes. Private companies
would not play this role. At a time when there is need for
increased public investment it will be a retrograde step to open up
the insurance sector whereby foreign companies with domestic
partners will divert funds for their corporate interests.

_ The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) therefore requests the United
Front Government not to proceed with the Bill.

*Published in 'PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, December 15, 1996.
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On Grenade Attack on CPI(M)
Meeting at Kulgam in Kashmir*

Statement Dated December 5, 1996 Issued by
The Polit Bureau to Press

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) strongly condemns the grenade
attack on the Party's public meeting at Kulgam in Kashmir. Seven
people have been killed and many injured in this cowardly attack
by extremists who were targeting the CPI(M) leader Mohd. Yusuf
Tarigami.

The Polit Bureau expressed its concern at the ease with which a
single assailant could launch such an attack when security
arrangements should have been in place as the meeting was
planned in advance. The Polit Bureau wants the state government
to institute a probe to find out the actual culprits and the
circumstances of this act of terrorism.

The Polit Bureau conveys its heartfelt condolences to the
families of those killed and extends its sympathy to those who
have been injured. Comrade Mohd. Salim, member of the Central
Committee of the Party and Member of Parliament, has left for
Srinagar today to assess the situation and visit the injured
persons.

*Published in 'PEOPLE S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, December 15, 1996.
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CPI(M) Demands Passage of Bill
for Reservation for Women*

Statement Dated December 11, 1996 Issued by
The Polit Bureau to Press

It is extremely unfortunate that the legislation on reservation for
women is being sought to be delayed once again in parliament It
is reported that the government is considering postponing the Bill
being adopted in the Lok Sabha and instead referring it to the
Cabinet for further discussions.

Any move to avoid adopting the Bill in the current session
is not acceptable. The Joint Select Committee has already
recommended the Constitution Amendment Bill after full
discussions. The plea for OBC reservation for women cannot be
made an issue to scuttle the Bill.

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) demands that the government
immediately initiate steps for the adoption of the Bill in both
Houses of parliament in the winter session itself. Not doing s
would be a betrayal of the commitment made by all the major

political parties and the United Front in its Common Minimum
Programme.

*Published 1n 'PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, December 15, 1996
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Message Received by CPI(M) from
Workers' Party of Bangladesh*

The following message was sent by Rashid Khan Menon, General
Secretary, Workers' Party of Bangladesh to CPI(M) General
Secretary, Harkishan Singh Surjeet:

The people of Bangladesh acknowledges with deep gratitude
the decisive and leading role of the CPI(M), Comrade Jyoti Basu
and the Left Front Government of West Bengal in finding a
solution to the problem of sharing of the waters of the Ganga and
the signing of the accord on this to the satisfaction of both
Bangladesh and India.

The Central Committee of the Workers' Party of Bangladesh
extends its heartfelt thanks to you and the CPI(M) and through
you to the United Front Government and Prime Minister
Deve Gowda and Foreign Minister I. K. Gujral for this great
achievement.

The Central Committee of the Workers' Party of Bangladesh
thinks that with the signing of this accord the bonds of friendship
between our two people will be further strengthened and will
usher in a new era of cooperation on the basis of equality and
justness. This will also strengthen the hands of the democratic and
secular forces of both the countries and help advancing the cause
of democracy and emancipation of the toiling masses.

December 13, 1996

*Published in "PEOPLE S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, December 22, 1996.



On Shocking Atrocities at
Khowai in Tripura*

Statement Dated December 14, 1996 Issued by
The Polit Bureau of The CPI(M) to Press

The Polit Bureau expresses its shock and indignation at the
atrocity committed by extremists at Kalyanpur Bazar Colony in
Khowai sub-division in Tripura. On December 13, a gang of
extremists have attacked the village and shot dead 25 persons
with sophisticated weapons after setting their houses on fire.
Twenty-four others have been badly injured.

This gruesome incident comes in the wake of a concerted
bid by two extremist groups, the NLFT and ATTF, to step up
attacks on innocent non-tribal people. Their diabolical aim is to
foment tribal/non-tribal tensions and disrupt ethnic harmony. .

The Tripura State Government has been urging the Centre t0
augment the paramilitary forces in the state. The BSF is to patrol
a long border and more battalions as per the sanctioned strength
are required. The Assam Rifles should be deployed in the state as
they have the experience of the terrain. Only a few days ago, a
team of MPs met the Home Minister to request increased
deployment of paramilitary forces. )

The Left Front Government is doing everything to maintain
communal amity and to foil the extremists’ designs. But this
requires immediate assistance and cooperation from the Centre.
The CPI(M) calls upon the people of Tripura to preserve
tribal/non-tribal unity and foil the heinous conspiracy of the
extremist forces, out to disrupt peace and communal harmony.

*Published in "PEOPLE’'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, December 22, 1996.
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CPI(M)’s Greetings to 29th Congress
of CP of France*

Dear Comrades,

On behalf of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of
India (Marxist), I extend our warm fraternal greetings to the 29th
Congress of the Communist Party of France.

Your Congress is being held at a very crucial moment in the
world as modern civilization prepares to enter the next
millennium.

We note that the 29th Congress of your Party will discuss
issues of great importance to the rest of the international
Communist movement at the present juncture and the orientation
of the Communist Party of France towards advancing the French
people’s struggle for Socialism.

We have been following with interest and a sense of
gratification that the French working class has recently been
involved in militant and popular strike actions against the
neo-liberal ruling class offensive for privatisation and drastic cuts
in the social welfare expenditures. We are confident that such
protest actions will galvanise the French people to defend the
gains that have been made by generations of French Communists.

Following the collapse of the Soviet Union and the dismantling
of Socialism in East European countries, world capitalism is
emboldened to mount fresh attacks on the working people even in
the advanced capitalist countries. Capitalism no longer perceives
the need to combat the growth of socialist ideas through
increased state intervention and social welfare. But the working
class and people can never allow the reversal of the gains that

*Published in PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, December 22, 1996.
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they have already achieved through struggles. We are confident
that such resistance will not only continue but will intensify and
strengthen the bonds between the Communist Party of France and
the people of France

Comrades, we 1n our country are engaged in a very complex
struggle. On the one hand we are endeavouring to preserve the
democratic, secular foundations of modern India which are
coming under severe attack by the right-reactionary forces, and
on the other we are doubling our forces to sharpen people’s
struggles in defence of their rights and for improving their
livelihood. A new political situation has arisen in the country
where the Left alongwith other democratic and secular forces
have formed a coalition government with the express purpose of
protecting India’s modern identity and interests of its people. The
CPI(M) has had a very important role in forging such an
alternative and today supports this government from outside but
not joined the government. We are, therefore, currently engaged
to make this coalition government a success while at the same
time in building social and political popular movements (o
influence a progressive direction to governmental policies.

Dear Comrades, we are confident that the deliberations of the
29th Congress of your Party will strengthen the bonds between
the French people and the French Communists further. May 1
once again convey our warm fraternal Communist greetings (0
the Congress and to all the delegates assembled here.

We wish your Congress all success.

'Y ours comradely

Harkishan Singh Surjeet
General Secretary

December 3, 1996
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CPI(M)’s Greetings to
Socialist Cuba*

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of India
(Marxist) extends its warm revolutionary greetings to the
Socialist Republic of Cuba and the people of Cuba on the 38th
anniversary of the victorious Cuban revolution.

This year, the people of Cuba will be celebrating the
anniversary in the background of significant advances they have
,made, both internationally and domestically. For decades the
Cuban people resolutely withstood the relentless imperialist
pressures and the cnminal economic blockade imposed by the
USA. They, thus, exhibited to the world that no amount of
blandishment can make Cuba deviate from the path of Socialism
that its people had achieved and built. As is known, following the
disintegration of the Soviet Union and East European socialist
states, Cuba found itself in a very difficult economic situation. It
is at this stage that U.S. imperialism mounted its criminal
offensive to destroy Socialism in Cuba. The Cuban people,
however, demonstrating unprecedented resolve and commitment
to Socialism, have today succeeded in virtually isolating U.S.
imperialism within the world community, with the U.N. General
Assembly voting for the withdrawal of U.S. sanctions with only
one vote against it (apart from the U.S. itself). Already countries
of the European Union and Canada have begun trade links with
Cuba, ignoring the threats of the USA.

The last year saw further growth of international solidarity
with socialist Cuba. The activities of the solidarity movement all
across the world have given Cuba immense moral and material
support.

*Published in "PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, December 29, 1996.
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On the domestic front too, after nearly five years of hitherto
unknown economic hardships, the Cuban economy appears to
turn the corner with a record sugar harvest this year. The
economic hardships on the people are relatively easing.

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of India
(Marxist) is confident that the Cuban people, under the leadership
of the Communist Party of Cuba and Fidel Castro, will overcome
the pressures of the predatory imperialist power and keep the red
flag flying high. The slogan that moved the people of this tiny
island to wage such a stupendous struggle—"Socialism or death’
—has been a source of inspiration to the progressive people all
over the world. The CPI(M), as a part of its internationalist duty;
had the privilege of hosting the Asia Pacific regional meeting of
solidarity with Cuba this year.

Cuba’s struggle today has become the symbol of humanity’s
struggle for dignity, liberty and freedom and the sovereign right
to every nation and its people to choose and steer their own
destiny.

The CPI(M) reiterates its unflinching solidarity and victory
with the people of Cuba and its struggle.



Appendix (i)

On Gouri Amma Episode*

Statement Dated January 2, 1994 Issued by
The Kerala State Committee of CPI(M)

The state committee examined the unanimous decisions of the
Alappuzha district committee that met on December 26, 1993.
The state committee unanimously resolved to approve them. The
decisions are given below.

Comrade Gouri Amma's explanation does not contain an iota
of self-criticism. She reiterates and is firm on her right to violate
the discipline, the line, the decisions and policies of the party.
While it is a fact that the "Self-Reliance Development Commuttee”
did exist, she has no qualms in declaring publicly that there was
no such committee. With the help of the bourgeois media,
Naxalites, Dalit Panthers, and a section of the SNDP leaders, she
is constantly attacking the party and trying to split the party, in
order to save the Congress from its political bankruptcy. Attempts
are made to split the trade unions. Parallel committees are being
organised. Counter allegations depicting the Party leaders to be
corrupt are made. The committee rejects this malicious explanatron.

"No one should be allowed to attack the party and still continue
in the party. It is against the interest of the working class. Threfore,
this district committee meeting decides to expel Comrade Gouri
Amma from the Party. It appeals to the state committee to approve
this decision at the earliest.

This is a continuation of the state committee decisions to remove
her from the secretariat in the first instance, and then later, from
the state committee. The state committee had directed her to
function with the district committee when she was removed from
the secretariat of the state committee. She was not a member of

*Published 1n ' PEOPLE S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, January 9, 1994
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the district committee at that time. Naturally, when she was
removed from the state committee also, she was directed to become
a formal member of the district committee of Alappuzha where
she was residing. With that she became a member of the district
committee. In this situation the district committee has the right to
take all disciplinary actions, including expulsion, with respect to
her. But the expulsion will come into effect only after it recerves
the confirmation of the state committee. It is this approval that the
state committee has given now.

How such a situation arose is an issue that should be examined
by party members and sympathisers. The opinion of the state
committee regarding it is given below.

Gouri Amma has been a member of every Ministry formed under
the leadership of the party. But for a short interval, she has
continuously been an MLA also. It was in recognition of these
that she was taken into the secretariat in 1988.

But, there were certain weak spots in her personality.

Firstly, her standard on ideological, political and policy issues
was low.

Secondly, she has not assimilated the Marxist-Leninist
organisational principle of boldly stating one's own opinion
regarding political and organisational issues in one's own unit and
before the higher committees and after, that, implementing the
majority decision taken by one's own unit or the higher units.

Thirdly, when her hopes to become the Chief Minister did not
materialise after the 1987 election, a tendency developed mn her
not to obey the decisions of the central and state leadership.

The interview with Kerala Sabdom (issue dated December 26,
1993) is a proof of it. This was what she said, "Was it not said thfit
I would be made the Chief Minister in 1987? I was not made. Did
I oppose the decision?" Even though she did not publicly oppose
the decision, from that date onwards she began to exprflSS.her
opposition to the central and state leadership of the party in various
ways. The situation worsened when some of the actions that she
took as the Industries Minister gave rise to serious allegations. It
is this tendency that has today reached the stage of publicly
challenging the party with the help of bourgeois media and ant1-
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communists. In many places in Alappuzha, she is organising
parallel organisations in the name of 'Samithy for Protection of
Democracy' and making public speeches.

As a natural evolution of it, she has not only challenged the
Alappuzha district committee but also publicly demanded the
committee to be disbanded. Further, she is conducting propaganda
that the party leadership is corrupt. But she has failed to raise
concrete corruption charges against even a single party leader
before the state committee.

Now she is trying to organise a new party in collaboration with
ex-Naxalite leaders Venu and Ajitha and SNDP leaders M K.
Raghavan, K.K. Rahulan and others. She lent support to the attempt
to give form to a new anti-Marxist united front under the leadership
of ex-Naxalites and SNDP leaders in the place of United
Democratic Front that is rapidly collapsing.

It is an indication of the depth of her degeneration that
newspapers like Manorama and Mathrubhoomi and the leaders
of the bourgeois politics who were slandering her in the worst
manner while she was the leader and Minister of the United
Communist Party and later of CPI(M), have come forward to praise
her as a "heroic lady". After trying to be a Communist for most
part of her life, she has finally joined with the worst anti-
Communists.

According to the constitution of the CPI(M), "disciplinary action
shall normally be taken where other methods including methods
of persuasion have failed to correct the comrade concerned.”
Accordingly the state committee has been trying to correct the
mistakes evident in her personality. It was only when the initial
warning, then censure etc. failed that she was removed from the
secretariat and later from the state committee.

Evengat that time, the committee expected that she would correct
her mistakes as a formal member of the Alappuzha district
committee by participating in the criticism and self-criticism during
discussions of that committee. But the manner in which she
behaved, has shattered all these hopes. Its details are clear from
the decisions of the district committee. That is the reason that the
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state committee has decided to give approval to the decision of
the district committee.

As is made clear in the constitution of the party, 'expulsion
from the party is the severest of all disciplinary measures and this
shall be applied with utmost caution, deliberation and judgement.'
That is the reason why after months long discussions minor
disciplinary actions like warning were given. When she refused to
rectify her mistakes again and again and when she failed to do so,
did the party finally decide to expel her.

Even earlier, when M. V. Raghavan and company and others
challenged the party, they were expelled from the party only after
giving the opportunity to correct their mistakes. In all these periods
not only the party members but also the masses stood firm behind
the party. Likewise, we are sure that not only the entire party but
also the masses will oppose and defeat the present attempt of the
enemies of the party to form an anti-Marxist front around Gouri
Amma.



Appendix (ii)

Jyoti Basu's Rebuttal to News
of BBC World Service*

Statement Dated May 23, 1994 Issued to World Press

My attention has been drawn to a news item broadcast by the BBC
World Service and published in The Times of India on 22nd May
1994 that "North Korea has requested emergency rice supplies
from India. This request has been made through Jyoti Basu,
West Bengal Chief Minister, when visiting North Korea recently.”

This news item is absolutely baseless. I visited the DPRK from
7th to 14th May this year. I had talks with several leaders of the
DPRK including the Prime Minister. But no one made such request
to me. On the contrary, I was impressed by their economic
development, construction work and their confidence to meet any
situation. The news item is obviously intended the show the DPRK
in a poor light.

I strongly protest the news item broadcast by BBC and which

has been quoted in The Times of India which has no foundation
whatsoever.

*Published 1n "PEOPLE S DEMOCRACY", New Delli, May 29, 1994
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Left Parties' Organise Civil
Disobedience Movement*

Statement Dated July 29, 1994 Issued by
The Left Parties Following a meeting in
New Delhi on the Same Date

A meeting of the Left Parties was held today to review the
preparations for the Civil Disobedience Movement to be launched
from August 15 to September 9, 1994 against the economic policies
of the Narasimha Rao Government. The meeting discussed in detail
the campaign being conducted for the enrolment of volunteers in
different parts of the country. The reports indicated that the target
of one million volunteers who would be enrolled to go to jail will
be far exceeded in view of the good response.

The meeting decided that leaders of the Left Parties will also
court arrest at different centres, and on September 9 at Delhi the
national leaders of the parties will lead the final batch of volunteers
to couurt arrest. ,

The Left Parties called upon all their units, cadres and supporters
to step up the final preparations and joint campaign for the
movement. .

The meeting was attended by Chitta Basu and D.D. Sha;tn
(Forward Bloc), A.B. Bardhan, D. Raja and Atul Kumar Anjan
(CPI), Abani Roy (RSP), and Prakash Karat, S. Ramachandran
Pillai and Sitaram Yechury CPI(M).

*Published in "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, August.7, 1994.
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Jyoti Basu On Voter's Identity
Card Issue: Letter Written

To P. V. Narasimha Rao,
Prime Minister of India*

Below is reproduced the text of the letter which the West Bengal
Chief Minister, Jyoti Basu, wrote to the Prime Minister,
P. V. Narasimha Rao, regarding the voters identity cards issue and
the imbroglio it created:

Kindly recall the discussions | had at my meeting with you today
(September 14) regarding the excessive assumption of authority
and arbitrary and impractical decisions taken by the Election
Commission from time to time in the recent past.

You are aware of the impractical nature and arbitrariness of the
decisions of the Election Commission in the matter of issue of
identity cards to the voters. The Commission, on its own, decided
on a time-frame and wanted the State Governments to complete
the work of issue of identity cards. Several meetings have been
held between the Central and State Governments without any
decision on the pattern of financing and the deficiencies in the
procedures indicated. The Commission had also linked up the
completion of the work on identity cards to the process of holding
of elections.

Whimsical Move

In this connection, I would draw your attention to the provisions
of sections 14 and 15 of the Representation of People's Act, 1951
which provide for the procedures for notification for general
elections to the Lok Sabha and the State Assemblies. The Act
specifies that "a general election shall be held for the purpose of
constituting a new House of the People (of the state assembly or

*Published in "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", New Delhi, September 25, 1994..



900 Documents of The Commuriist Movement in India

parliament, as the case may be) on the expiration of the duration
of the existing House after its dissolution."” The provision for issue
of identity cards is specified u/s 61 of the Act and Rule 28 of the
Electoral Registration Rolls which provide for a special procedure
for preventing impersonation of electors. Thus linking of the issue
of identity card provided for u/s 6 of the Act to mandatory
requirements u/s 14 and 16 of the Act is totally arbitrary and
whimsical. The Commission, in my view, does not have this power.

You are aware that the State Government had moved the High
Court of Calcutta in the matter of arbitrary direction of the
Commission on the issue of identity cards and it is now pending
before the Supreme Court of India. We have all accepted the identity
card system in principle and what we have been saying is that
necessary resources should be found and the scheme implemented
in a phased manner. It should be kept in view that once the scheme
is introduced throughout the country, we have to have almost a
permanent machinery for issue of identity cards, replacement etc.,
on a continuing basis with every revision of rolls. I learn that a
proposal to amend section 61 of the R.P. Act, 1951 and Rule 28 of
the Electoral Registration Rolls is presently under consideration.
It is my considered view that these amendments should be brought
about immediately to bring about a semblance of order as also
establish the authority of the Parliament. It is unfortunate that the
earlier attempt to bring about amendments to the Constitution and
the Act in this regard did not materialise. It is time that an urgent
decision is taken in the matter.

Devoid of Authority

The Commission has also been issuing various directions taking
recourse to what it calls the "inherent and plenary” powers unfier
Article 324 of the Constitution of India. The general understanding
of the provisions of Article 324 is that the Commission shall
function within the framework of the extant laws governing
elections. The plea taken by the Commission in all cases appears
to be that various recommendations of electoral reforms had been
sent to the government of India and no decisions have been taken
for lono. and hence the Commission is free to assume inherent
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powers under Article 324 to introduce such reforms as proposed
by the Commission. In our view, the Commission does not have
the authority and the Parliament will have to legisiate on each
such item of electoral reform.

I'would like to refer to some instances of such arbitrary assumption
of power by the Commission. The Commission has said that when
an election programme is announced or contemplated by the
Commission, the code of conduct should come into effect and that
no development programme should be sanctioned or announced.
The code of conduct for the parties in power is very clear and the
observance of the same is very necessary. At the same time, it should
apply only from the date of notification of the election. Last year, in
the case of some by-elections inWest Bengal, the Commission issued
a Press release indicating the proposed programme of election and
directed that the code of conduct would come into operation
immediately thereupon. The Commission itself, for reasons best
known to it, made a change of programmes and the elections were
held much later. The Commission again now seeks to completely
paralyse the normal processes of the government by such whimsical
directives.

The Commission has also recently written to all the states,
especially those where elections are imminent, regarding transfer,
etc. of officers. A new phenomenon has emerged in that the
Commission seeks to have the personal assessment of the CEOs
about the impartiality etc., of the officers at different levels. The
Commission also seeks to make its own assessment on the basis
of such information as may be available to it. Such a decision is
totally derogatory and dictatorial. There are instances where, if
any official is found to be acting in a partisan manner 1n any
election, necessary action can be taken. But a general assessment
like this, as proposed by the Commission, is derogatory both to
the political system in the country and to the official machinery.

Unacceptable Directives

The Commission has also issued instructions to the effect that
no offices at any level dealing with electoral roll revision and issue
of identity cards should be transferred. Roll revision takes place
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every year and 1t extends to well over six months. We cannot stop
the entire administrative process with reference to each item of
work decided upon by the Election Commission. The state
Governments are well aware of the responsibilities and we cannot
accept such umlateral and whimsical directions of the Commission.

It is unfortunate that the Commission is trying to become a
dictatorial super-government over the heads of the State and Central
Governments as also the Parliament. I believe that all of us are
earnestly interested in the maintenance and upholding of electoral
norms and standards, and the Parliament should evolve further
necessary steps in the matter to bring about appropriate electoral
reforms.

I would accordingly request you to kindly consider necessary
amendments to the R.P. Act and the Electoral Registration Rules.
It is also necessary to consider seriously whether at all Article 324
of the Constitution gives any"plenary and inherent powers" to the
Commission, even to the extent of assuming legislative and
executive authority, on electoral reforms in the absence of any
such directives by the Parliament. Meanwhile, we may take note
of the deliberations of the Advocate Generals of different states
calling upon all the states to be impleaded as parties in the various
writ petitions before the Supreme Court wherein the question of
interpretation of the scope and ambit of the Commission s power
is under scrutiny. We strongly feel that the government of India
should also take active interest in these cases in order to ensure an
early decision.



Appendix (v)

Report of the Meeting of

CPI(M) Delegation with
Comrade Dobrynin, Secretary of
CPSU Central Committee*

1

Others present on their side were Comrades Yurolov and Gulaiev.
Meeting started at 4 p.m. and lasted up to 6-45 p.m. on December 16,
1987 in the Central Commuttee office. Another 15 minutes were
taken to finalise the communique.

After exchanging greetings and settling down Comrade
Dobrynin said:

I welcome you to the Central Committee Office for a
discussion at the invitation of the CC of CPSU. I am sure we will
have free and frank discussion and this will prove useful for both
of us. I got your note yesterday night, have glanced through it but
was not able to study. If you had given it earlier I would have
properly studied it. I would like you to place your point of view
frankly so that we are able to discuss the issues.

E. M. S.

I congratulate you on the successful conclusion of the Summit
which is of great significance.

Dobrynin
I will brief you about it later.

E. M. S.

In my speech in the informal meeting I had stated that the
struggle for peace is very important but it is not correct to

*This meeting took place in Moscow 1n Central Committee Office of CPSU when
CPi(M) Delegation was nvited to attend the 70th anniversary of the Great October
Revolution on 15-18 December. 1987 These Documents were circulated by the Central
Commutiee of the CPKM) on 26 12 1987 Also refer Document under Appendix (vu) of
Volume No. 24 of this Series.
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subordinate the struggle for defence of interests of the masses and
struggle for democracy to the struggle for peace. We find that in
the Third chapter of the report the way formulations are made
they convey the impression that you are not sticking to the
analysis given in the Report of 27th Congress and questions are
posed in a way as if all the contradictions will get resolved as a
result of peace.

Dobrynin

I do not see any specific contradiction with what was in the
Party Congress Report. If something is not there in this report,
whatever is there in the Party Congress Report stays. This report
deals mainly with some aspects of Party history, perestroika and
the question of peace. It does not deal with all aspects. Basic
document is our report to Party Congress. The present report was
not lengthy as that report. As I have said 70th anniversary report
dealt with some of our activities and was mostly devoted to the
threat of war. In this report he did not deal with the analysis of
capitalism, its crisis. He deals with different subjects at different
occasions. You should not look for contradictions. There is no
room for that. The Party Congress Report is the basic document of
our Party.

Secondly, in his 70th anniversary report, he was dealing witha
situation mainly in relation to struggle for peace, to diminish the
threat of neclear war. This is what we are doing.

Thirdly, he has posed several questions, questions which are
not yet decided but are very important. He did not give a final
answer or conclusion. Only life will tell us. Has he given the
answer? It is a dialogue. We intend to continue dialogue and draw
wider sections into discussion on these questions.

Fourthly, we give much importance to our relations with India.
Last year Gorbachev's visit and this year Rhizkav's visit is 2 proof
of this. India plays an important role in the world struggle for
peace. This cause is important for the Communists of India. As far
as the domestic situation is concerned you have to decide. You ar
living there. You should set yourself to this task. We have made 1t
clear repeatedly.
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Agreement with America

The agreement signed is very important one. Though it may
have covered 5 per cent of all the nuclear weapons we have, their
importance should not be underestimated. It deals with the
destruction of small and medium sized weapons. It makes a first
breakthrough. The ABM was agreed in 1972 but U.S. put some
breaks. Now we are agreed to destroy two categories of nuclear
weapons—small and medium. Gorbachev's January 15 proposals
to elimnate nuclear weapons by the year 2000 was visualised to
be accomplished in three stages. First stage was to be completed
by year 1988-90. This has been already achieved with this
agreement. First stage was destruction of small and medium
range weapons. Cut of 50 per cent in strategic weapons has been
agreed to. We expect to get the agreement on this by the middle of
next year.

This shows that all our new theories, proposals to eliminate
nuclear weapons by the year 2000 are working. In this, many
forces have played their role. The peace movement in the world
which has been fighting for reduction of nuclear weapons has

- played its role. The U.S. imperialists will try to bloc the way but
sufficient pressure is being built up by non-aligned movement.
Six nations initiative, even NATO allies are divided. When we
arrived we were told that agreement arrived at will not be ratified
by most Congressmen. But we found only twenty hardliners were
there. Even one of them an important personality Mr. Dun had
come out that he is going to fight for ratification.

Does it mean that U.S. has changed their attitude towards us?
No! There is no change. They hate Socialism. They hold the same
position as earlier. But in relation to the threat of nuclear war
breakthrough is there in the decision of eliminating small and
medium range missiles and to move towards disarmament.

Various Other Problems

Reagan was not ready to discuss many problems especially
intervention in the sovereignty of other countries. We will
continue to press them. Such as Nicaragua, Cuba, so-called
regional conflicts. Bilateral relations were discussed. There is
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some improvement. There is agreement on Aeroflot, exchange of
media, movie actors, writers. We discussed the problems, how to
improve relations between our countries. Overall it is a good vistt,
but only the beginning. This is what I would like you to
understand. The U.S. situation is complicated by elections. More
than 10 states in the South have supported Bush. Hart is the
choice of democrats. But no single leader has emerged from the
democrats.

Nicaragua

They raised the question of our supply of weapons to
Nicaragua. We proposed to stop the supply of weapons except the
light weaponry and asked them to stop the supply of weapons to
different groups in Latin America. But they did not agree. We had
consulted the Nicaraguan Government before making proposals.

Afghanistan

Reagan does not like settlement. We told him that we are
prepared to withdraw our armies within 12 months, even earlier
but you should take a pledge not to supply arms to insurgents. He
did not agree. He does not know even the details of the talks in
Geneva and the position of Pak. Government.

Good development is taking place in Afghanistan. Policy of
national reconciliation is working. They are moving towards a
coalition Government.

E.M.S.

We are concerned with three questions. Fiow can imperialism
do without industrial military complex, subordinating the
struggle in the capitalist and developing countries to the struggle
for peace and the question that the contradictions will be resolved
by peaceful way?

Dobrynin
As I told you in the last section Comrade Gorbachev has dealt

with the "October revolution and todays world". A'll question;
posed in this part of the report are related to the question of worl
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peace. We do not feel that either military industrial complex can
be put an end to or Neo-colonialism can be stopped. But they can
be curbed and can be put in check. The questions are posed here to
give examples to the people that present policies can culminate in
an explosion.

In relation to war and peace we are still faced with many
questions in our country. People ask that we are destroying three
missiles against one American. Krushchev and Brezhnev could
not agree. This is the new way of thinking. We are applying not
arithmetic but algebra. Question is being asked whether our
safety will not get effected. We discussed this question with our
generals.

Medium range missiles do not affect U.S. They affect Europe
and affect us. They were never a threat to U.S. but a real threat to
Europe, both West and East. Their elimination removes that
threat. Strategic missiles do effect them. Their range is 7000
miles. They have agreed to reduce them by 50 per cent. This
agreement will be signed next year.

This year U.S. military budget shows 30 billion dollars less.
Why? People know when you are destroying small and medium
missiles what is the basis for huge military budget. Your natural
enemy has been Soviet Union. When you are coming to an
agreement on elimination of nuclear weapons and reduction of
armaments why spend so huge amounts on military budget.

Similarly about military industrial complex people ask that
Japan and West Germany have been able to develop science and
technology by incurring 80% civil expenditure and 20% military.
How is this affecting the economy of USA? If Euro-dollar is
withdrawn there will be immediate crisis. What happened to
stock exchange? Military industrial -complex will exist but
present tendency will influence disarmament and peace. The
Third World countries will be forced to resist pressure. They are
struggling for equal rights. Take the debt problem. Brazil has said
we cannot pay. Creditors are forced to make adjustments. They
have made adjustments in relation to Poland, lowering the rate
of interests, rescheduling the debts, otherwise the banks get
bankrupt.
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There was a good discussion in the informal meeting. We are
studying all the materials. All speeches whether delivered or
undelivered were published in Pravda. They number 156,

E. M.S.

There are two elements in our understanding of state monopoly
.capitalism: (1) Increasing hold of armament industrialists on the
state machinery in capitalist countries; (2) increasing neo-
colonial attacks on Third World countries. The document gives
the impression of erosion of these ideas. It appears as if because
of nuclear danger we have to relegate these problems to the
background. We do not think that peace will solve everything. We
have to fight against the ruling classes in our country.

Dobrynin

The struggle for peace also helps in resolving other
contradictions. This does not mean that struggle against
imperialism and struggle against capitalism should not be
continued or strengthened.

H. S. Surjeet

We have not been able to get answers to the question raised in
our note. Dealing with the new concept of foreign policy the
report "proceeds from the idea that for all the profound contradic-
tions of the contemporary world, for all the radical differences
among the countries that comprise it, it is inter-related, inter-
dependent and integral”. If this understanding is made applicable
to the foreign policy and the struggle for peace there can be no
objection to it. But the way questions are posed in the Third
chapter of the report this understanding is made applicable to
inter-imperialist contradictions as well as contradictions between
imperialism and newly liberated countries. When you talk tl.lat
imperialism can do without military industrial complex and giveé
the example of Japan and West Germany, you fail to take note of
the fact that these developments were visualised by Stalin in 1952
when he stated that Japan and Germany are going to emerge
which will increase the inter-imperialist rivalry again. They gre¥
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and developed under U.S. military umbrella and analogy does not
apply in their case. Similarly when you talk about the situation of
formation of anti-fascist front after the attack on Soviet Union as
an example of using all forces against the present-day danger, you
forget that what struggle was conducted since the beginning of
thirties and imperialist power had refused to join hands with the
Soviet Union and on the other hand encouraged Hitler to attack
on Soviet Union. It was only when most of European countries
were occupied by Hitler and public optnion asserted in a big way
they agreed to join hands. How could "inter-related integral
world" affect the class struggtle in capitalist countries, or the
struggle of developing countries with imperialism? There is also
no mention to the hot-spots in the world: Nicaragua, West Asia,
Gulf war, South Africa, Namibia and other places.

This report gives a different understanding that is given by the
report of 27th Congress with which we are in full agreement. You
say that he has only posed the question but not answered them.
But the way questions are posed, he has indicated the direction of
answers.

Dobrynin

We are not diplomats here, we are discussing as Communists. I
told you I have not studied the note properly. There is no use on
fighting on words and formulations. You tell me what is in your
mund. I will give a direct answer.

H.S. Surjeet

We felt inspired by the documents of the 27th Congress. If you
compare the assessment of world situation given in the 27th
Congress report with the present report, it gives a different
understanding. Because of our earlier experience we are very
much afraid. We feel that formulations made in the Third chapter
of the 70th anniversary report gives an understanding that with
the resolution of the problem of nuclear war and restoration of
peace, all the contradictions whether inter-imperialist, capital and
labour and between imperialism and developing countries will
get resolved peacefully. Only thing required is world peace.
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Soviet Union and other socialist countries would make rapid
advance in building advanced socialist society with the help of
science and technology—perestroika. It will automatically help
in the aggravating of capitalist crisis. The superiority of the
socialist system itself will help in bringing social transformation
in other countries.

In the 27th Congress report a detailed assessment is given
about all the contradictions of the capitalist system. It is also
noted how imperialism is intervening in developing countries for
global domination. The understanding in the present report
negates that understanding.

Similarly, in the first part of this report you have mentioned
about the contribution of 20th Party Congress. We do appreciate
that 20th Party Congress made a big contribution in making
proper assessment of the world situation, the new epoch and the
changed co-relation of forces, when the socialist system is
becoming a decisive factor in shaping the things. It also correctly
exposed the cult of personality which is alien to Marxism-
Leninism. But you have not taken note of other aspects of the
report as to how it affected the Communist movement in
de eloping countries. Take our own example. Immediately
following the 20th Congress Rubenstin wrote two articles in
New Times that India is building Socialism. This article raised 2
debate inside our Party. When Brezhnev went to India in 1981 he
made a statement that Indira Gandhi is building Socialism. Such
statements compromise our position. That is why we want (o be
careful about each formulation.

Dobrynin

I understand your doubts. I want to make it clear that 27th
Congress report is our basic document. It is our Bible. You base
on that. Our fuller assessment is given in that report and we stand
on every word of it. i

The 70th anniversary report is meant for a specific occasion
and deals with a specific issue of peace. It also was meant fora
wider audience. The questions which have been posed in tl}:e
report are in fact an appeal to the western world, also to the
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people in developing countries. This is meant to mobilise the
public opinion there. The example of Japan and West Germany
is meant to tell the American people that if they can develop
without military industrial complex why can't you. The new
relationship with developing countries is also meant to rally
the people because its present situation is allowed to persist
what would be the result. It gives a new tactical approach. This
is not meant to provide an overall assessment of the world
situation. Such an assessment is provided in the 27th Congress
report. This is our basic document. If you feel that the
formulations in the 70th anniversary report are harmful to you,
don't use them; ignore them. You base yourself on 27th
Congress report. So far as we are concerned we do not see any
contradiction. Gorbachev makes many speeches. He keeps in
mind the specific situation and deals with that. It is not
possible to repeat fundamental analysis everywhere.The U.S.
is not agreed on many questions. The nature of imperialism
has not changed. They did not agree to stop nuclear tests. We
are pursuing our proposals. They have not agreed to ban
chemical weapons though in principle it is agreed to in the
communique, they continue with SDI. But we are pursuing
with our proposals and we consider the recent agreement as a
big achievement.

I hope this will satisfy you. If some points are left we are again
prepared to discuss. You are again welcome here. Or if you invite
us we are prepared to go there. We give much value to the
exchange of opinion. Gorbachev has said we alone do not have
the monopoly of truth.

H. S. Surjeet

We would like to inform you about Indian situation and our
intervention.

Dobrynin
I would be very happy to know. I myself wanted to ask.
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H. S. Surjeet

Explained the situation and line which we are pursuing.

After listening, Comrade Dobrynin remarked that he is very
much enlightened. He again laid the importance of India and its
role in world affairs. This should be always kept in mind.

We thanked each other and meeting came to an end.

They had drafted the communique in Russian. We went to
another room and discussed it. We suggested two amendments
which they accepted. This was immediately released by TASS
When we came to airport we heard the whole communique on the
Television.

Signed by
HARKISHAN SINGH SURJEET

11
NOTE BY THE CPI(M) DELEGATION

1. During our visit to the Soviet Union in connection with the
70th anniversary of the October Revolution, the CPI(M) delegation
had expressed our reservations on some of the formulations made
in the report “October and Perestroika : The Revolution Continues”
mainly with reference to its third section.

We expressed our desire to discuss with the CPSU leadership
this matter, so that we could get clarifications and benefit from
the discussions, before we place our report to the Central
Committee of the CPI(M). We are thankful to the Centr{il
Committee of the CPSU for inviting us and providing us with this
opportunity to exchange views.

We made a high appraisal of the documents of the 27th Congres$
of the CPSU and accordingly placed a report to our Central
Committee and the decisions of the Congress have been
popularised by our Party. We appreciated the Congress assessment
of the world situation and the new changes sought to be brought
about in Soviet society through perestroika. The formulattons
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contaned in the Congress report provided a rich new understanding
for meeting the requirements of advanced Socialism further in the
Soviet Union.

Our Central Commuttee highly values the efforts made by the
CPSU in relation to the struggle for peace and elimination of
nuclear weapons. The Soviet Union has also repeatedly made it
clear that it will not give up mulitary parity with the USA. At the
same time, it has consistently waged the peace offensive which
has greatly helped to rally the peace-loving forces all over the
world. This great endeavour is undoubtedly producing results, as
witnessed by the recent historic INF agreement concluded at the
Washington Summit.

2. The Third chapter of the 70th anniversary report states that
the new concept of foreign policy “proceeds from the idea that for
all the profound contradictions of the contemporary world, for all
the radical differences among the countries that comprise it, it is
interrelated, interdependent and integral™.

We agree that in the contemporary world, the priority to be
accorded to the prevention of nuclear war and the resultant
consciousness to save humanity, requires new thinking. The
interrelation and interdependence of the whole world in the
common task of preventing nuclear war and saving humanity is a
relevant point. Flowing from this, the creative initiatives taken by
the CPSU leadership on the international plane are timely and have
a profound impact. These combined with the defence preparedness
of the Soviet Union and the Socialist bloc and the widest popular
mobilisation for peace have strengthened the central thrust of the
CPSU, put imperialism on the defensive on this vital question
confronting humanity.

But when the concept of the “inter-related, inter-dependent and
integral world” and the “laws” governing it are applied to the
analysis and resolution of the set of contradictions applicable to
imperialism, the capitalist world and the Third World, we feel it
causes confusion and has serious implications for the course_of
class struggle in the advanced capitalist countries and the Third
World countries.

Discussing the social contradictions, the report poses'thr‘ee
questions—(i) On the nature of imperialism and the possibulity
to influence that nature and block its more dangerous
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manifestations (1) Can capitalism get nd of militarism and
function and develop in the economic sphere without 1t? (iit) Can
the capitalist system do without neo-colonialism?

The analysis placed in the report on these three questions
premised on the need for new thinking in an “inter-related, inter-
connected and integral world”, in general, tends to ignore the
sharpening of the class struggle in the advanced capitalist countries
and the developing countries.

It also ignores the whole gamut of conflicts erupting or
continuing, which emanates from the contradiction between
imperialism and the newly independent countries including the
anti-imperialist national liberation struggles.

3. On the nature of the world capitalist system, the report states
that: “The post-war period has witnessed an in-depth modification
of the contradictions that used to determine the principal trends in
the world's economy and politics.” It proceeds to explain the
changed situation today. Among them are the “peaceful”
repartitioning of the world and “the changes occurring within the
technological and organisational infrastructure of the capitalist
economy also helped to clear up contradictions and to balance
different interests”, '

The modification of the inter-imperialist contradictions is pos;d
one-sidedly, while it is correct to point out that inter-imperialist
contradictions do not lead to war due to the presence and strength
of the socialist system, the consequences of the “peaceful”
repartitioning of the world on the Third World and the aggravation
of the related set of contradictions between imperialism and_ the
Third World is absent. The scientific and technological innovafions
have brought about modifications in the structure of capitalism
but such “modification” does not eliminate the destructive effects,
unemployment, attack on the rights of working people and
SO on.

Further it states that “an alliance between a socialist country
and capitalist states proved possible in the past when the threat Of
fascism arose, does this not suggest a lesson for the present...
The example of the anti-fascist alliance is not exactly relevant ;0
the present situation, as the rise of fascism and war sponsored by
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it sharpened acutely the inter-imperialist contradictions. Does this
apply strictly to the contemporaneous world?

Simularly, in relation to the link between capitalism and
militarism, it is not a correct analogy to cite the “economic
muracles” of Japan and West Germany. Both these states prospered
economically 1n the post-war decades under the American military
umbrella. This obviated the need to divert resources to military
expenditure and for some time served to fuel the economic growth.
But as the report itself indicates, both states are rearming and going
on the classical path of state monopoly capitalist societies.
The role of these two states has to be seen in the context of the
three main centres of present-day imperialism.

While rightly emphasising the appeal to the world people and
ruling circles of all countries to prevent nuclear war, adequate note
is not taken of the operation of the basic social contradictions and
class antagonisms in the capitalist world.

4. On the third question, concerning the Third World and neo-
colonialist exploitation, the report presents an analysis which tends
to give a wrong direction. It speaks of the ongoing process in the
international economic sphere having the force of an objective
law: “There will either be a disaster or a joint quest for a new
economic order which takes into account the interests of all on an
equal basis.” What follows is a hazy analysis which seems to imply
that imperialism will possibly heed the laws of the “inter-related
integral” world and adjust its world economic system of plunder
to the needs of the Third World and the ex-colonies. The future
role of multinationals in the Third World is also erroneously
projected: “For all their might, it is not the transnationals that will
determine the Third World’s development; it is more likely that
they will be forced to adjust to the independent choice that has
been or will be made by the people.”

That the main currents in the Third World and role of developing
countries is not properly assessed is also clear from the way the
various regional organisations are indiscriminately grouped
together under the common characteristic of “urge for national
identity and independence”. “To a greater or lesser extent this
characteristic of all the organisations, and their number is not
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small—the Organisation of Aftican Unity, the League of Arab
States, the Latin American Economic System, the South Pacific
Forum, the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation,
the Organisation of the Islamic Conference and especially, the Non-
Aligned Movement.”

In our opinion, it 1s wrong to group the NAM with organisations
such as ASEAN and the Organisation of the Islamic
Conference.

While dealing with the relationship between imperialism and
the Third World, the report is conspicuously silent on the specific
struggles being waged against imperialist intervention, whether it
be in Central America, Southern Africa or the Middle-East. Neither
does it dwell on the serious confrontation going on between
imperialist manoeuvres for global domination and the fight being
put up by many newly independent countries to defend national
sovereignty and independence.

The way the three questions have been posed and sought to be
answered in the Third section of the report would lead to the
conclusion that all the contradictions can be modified/resolved
through peaceful means. This approach applied crudely could result
in the understanding that with the Soviet Union and the socialist
system (under perestroika) making big advances by mastery of
the productive forces and realising the full potential of socialist
society; through peaceful competition, the superiority of the
socialist system over the aggravating crisis of the capitalist system
will be established, leading the people of the capitalist countres
to pave the way for the peaceful transition to Socialism.

Such an understanding applied to India would also imply that
with the Indian Government playing an important role in the wor{d
struggle for peace, if progress is maintained in this directiop, this
in itself would influence the course of social revolution in our
country. Such an approach would mean passivity and disarming
the working class movement. It is with this in mind, that we are
also perplexed to see that there is no attention paid to the clas}
struggles in the capitalist countries and no mention of the antl-
imperialist centres of acute struggle. In this connection, the report
of the 27th Congress in the first section: The Contemporary World:
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Its main tendencies and contradictions” provided a balanced
analysis of the contradictions and their interplay which enniched
our understanding.

The current report, however, shows concern only with the
contradiction prevailing in the international sphere between the
two social systems. Its tackling and resolution is of vital
importance to the world revolutionary process. At the same time,
it will be wrong to conclude that dealing with this confrontation
in the form of stopping nuclear war will automatically help
resolve other contradictions. While the central task of preventing
world war and preserving peace will go a long way in
strengthening the revolutionary currents on the international
scale, it will not be correct to assume that a stable and lasting
peace can be brought about without strengthening the forces of
democracy and Socialism in the different capitalist countries and
without the intensification of the class struggles. The report in
fact exaggerates the change in the correlation of forces, or the
immediate potential for change in favour of Socialism. It also
tends to underestimate the aggressive character and strength of
imperialism. We apprehend that such an approach carried forward

- will lead to blurring the edge of class struggles in the capitalist
world (both advanced and developing).

5. In the reference to the internationai Communist movement,
while it is important to stress the independence and equality of all
parties, it is also necessary to stress the common aims and principles
which bind us together. Such reference was there in the CPSU
programme adopted in the 27th Congress wherein it was stated
“At the same time the experience of these decades shows the
immense importance of the general laws of Socialism, such as:
the power of working people, with the working class playing the
leading role; guidance of society’s development by the Communist
Party armed with the ideology of scientific Socialism; affirmation
of social ownership of the basic means of production and on this
basis the planned growth of the economy.. ... " The current report
speaks only about the international movement which “is united by
respect for the principles of confidence, equality, and sincere
solidarity that have aiso been renewed”.
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6. Finally, we wish to make a brief reference to one point in the
first section, which 1s the evaluation of the Twentieth Congress
While making an assessment of the Twentieth Congress we recognise
that it was an important contribution, in its international analysts,
on the significance of the new epoch and the impact of the changed
correlation of class forces in the world on the whole revolutionary
process. It also mitiated the struggle against the cult of personality.
While acknowledging this, the report fails to take note of the impact
of the 20th Congress on the world Communist movement and
especially on some aspects which are negative must also be taken
account of. The manner in which certain concepts related to peaceful
co-existence, peaceful competition and peaceful transition were put
in a simplified and mechanical fashion led to harmful consequences
for the world Communist movement. Under the influence of these
theories, many Communist Parties in the newly liberated countres,
to name a few such as in Egypt, Syria, Sudan and Iraq suffered a
setback. If the 70th anniversary of the October Revolution provides
the opportunity for assessing the course of the international
Communist movement, even summarily, the impact of the Twentieth
Congress in this aspect must not be ignored.

It is with sincere concern for the theoretical and practical
implications of the significant report made by Comrade Gorbachev
at the 70th anniversary and its direct relevance to our own Party’s
programmatic and positions, that we have approached you for these
discussions. We are confident that a fraternal and free exchange of
views will benefit us and strengthen our common resolve to
advance the struggle for peace, democracy and Socialism.

II1

Note on Discussions with CPSU Circulated by the Central
Committee of the CPI(M) per circular dated 28.12.1987
When our delegation attended the 70th anniversary celebrations

in Moscow, we discussed among ourselves the report of Comrade

Gorbachev and his intervention in the informal conference. We felt

that the Third chapter of the report gives a wrong direction and has

serious implications for us. We also had some points on the first
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part in relation to the assessment of Stalin and evaluation of 20th
Congress of the Party. We decided to inform the leadership of the
CPSU about our reservations and sought a meeting with them to
exchange opinions on those issues. We had also informed them that
we cannot stay in Moscow after 8th November 1987. First they
gave the impression that such discussions will be held on 8th but
after having come to know about our strong views on some issues
they thought this discussion cannot be held in half an hour or one
hour time, and suggested that they invite our delegation in the middle
of December only for discussions and we agreed to this proposal.

We received the invitation before 20th November to send a
delegation and the dates of 15 to 18 December were agreed to.

We made a report to the Political Bureau and after discussions
prepared a note for discussion with the CPSU. (The said note is
given in the earlier pages.)

Our delegation consisting of EMS, Samar Mukherjee and Surjeet
reached Moscow on 15th December. Flight was two and half hours
late. We went to place a wreath on Lenin mausoleum at 12.15. We
were informed about the whole programme of our stay. The
arrangements were made for the discussions in the three institutions
working under the Central Committee: The Institute of Marxism-
Leninism, the Institute of Social Sciences and the Academy of Social
Sciences. It is these institutions which prepare the materials for the
Central Commuttee on the basis of their research. Meetings were
arranged with the top specialists working in these institutions. The
report about our discussions in the institutions is separately circulated
as an information document. It was difficult to take exhaustive notes
when serious discussions were on. Therefore, it is not possible to
get full appreciation of the discussions from the notes. We can say
that the discussions reveal that on some of the points whether they
related to the contradictions, assessment of the 20th Congress on
the role of Stalin they were on the defensive and we had some
weighty arguments. But the level of discussions was quite good and
their research of higher level. In all the three places more ime was
taken as compared to earlier planned. This happened on 16th and
17th December.

The last day was left for discussions with Comrade Dobrynin,
Secretary of the Central Committee of the CPSU. The discussion
lasted for two hours and fortyfive minutes. A separate report is
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circulated of these discussions. Again it is difficult to say that
everything is incorporated in the circulated report because of the
fact mentioned earlier that during the serious discussions
exhaustive notes became little difficult.

Since we participated in discussions it is necessary to convey to
the Central Committee our assessment of the discussions which
may not be so clear from the written reports circulated.

(1) On the Issue of Contradictions as dealt within the Third
Chapter of the Report

In the beginning all tried to argue that only questions are raised
but no answer is provided in the report. They are for debate but
when pinpointed that such a poser can lead to distortions of
fundamental positions and they are contrary to the understanding
provided in the report of 27th Party Congress, Comrade Dobrynin
made a categorical statement that they stick to the analysis made
in the Party Congress report. The 70th anniversary report was meant
for a broader audience. The questions raised are in the form of an
appeal to the people both in Western World as well as in the
developing world in order to rally them behind the struggle for
world peace. He made it repeatedly clear that there is no question
of deviating from the documents of 27th Congress. Nobody has
the authority to either bypass them or change them. We are satisfied
with the explanation. But we have to be vigilant always and we
were right in putting forward our views in writings. We should
also continuously go on educating our Party on the issues of our
own understanding and experience. )

(2) On the question of history of the CPSU we have to wait for
the findings of the Commission. But it is admitted in the report of
the 70th anniversary that Stalin fought against Trotskyism and
defended Leninism, he succeeded in collectivisation and in building
Socialism jn Soviet Union, that the Ribbentrop-Molotov Pagt was
correct and he piayed an important role in the defeat of fascism I
the war. It is not difficult to understand the harmful consequences
of the cult of personality of Stalin. There are certain facts which
can be analysed and understood but it is very difficult to go 1pl0
all the facts of fifty years back without proper understanding and
concrete circumstances in which those incidents took place. For
instance the question of dealing with the middle peasant 15 one
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such question. Such questions have to be understood as a part of
the first experience of the dictatorship of the proletariat.

(3) Similarly, in evaluating the 20th Congress, the CPSU has
taken the aspects which directly effected them. They have not taken
up its impact on the international Communist movement specially
1n developing countries. They see the decline of World Communist
movement in 70’s but in developing countries it started after the
20th Congress. What happened to the CPs of Egypt, Syria, Sudan,
Iraq and others? In our case, discussions started inside our Party
that Nehru is building Socialism. The question of non-capitalist
path and National Democracy. What are the lessons today? When
we raised these questions the reply was that they have not gone
into this aspect. It is necessary to go into this in order to draw
proper lessons for international Communist movement.

(4) We have to admit that significant change has taken place in
the international situation. With the threat of nuclear war it is realised
that nobody can be winner and such a war can lead to destruction
of everything which humanity has created so far. This has brought
a qualitative change in the thinking of the people on the issue of
war. The Social Democratic’ parties, certain ruling parties of
imperialist countries and the American public opinion itself apart
from the world peace movement NAM etc. Significance of this
struggle is to be properly realised and proper integration of the
world struggle for peace and our struggle against our regime is
necessary.

(5) There is acomplete change in the attitude of CPSU towards
other parties. They do not impose their ideas and try to understand
the positions and experience of other parties. This is reflected in
their documents as well as discussions.

We can say that our visit was successful, discussions were useful
and we were able to frankly state our point of view and had a free
and frank exchange.

P Signed by
“s VoTeum "> EM.S. Namboodiripad
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