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Introductory Note

The year 1969 was a very significant perrod in the contemporary
political history of India and this Volume (1 e Volume No XIII) contains
documents of the Communist Movement 1n India of this significant
year.

During 1969 the Indian Natuonal Congress was miserably defeated in
the mid term Assembly Elecion of West Bengal and the CPIiM)
became the biggest Party 1n the United Front securing 83 scats and the
United Front again formed the Government in West Bengal backed by
the massive support of the people of the State The readers w1l find trom
the documents of the previous Volume (i1 e. Volume No XI) that the
Congress Government at the Centre in their bid to subvert Parfiamentary
Democracy 1n India toppled the first United Froat Govermment v eyt
Bengal 1n 1967 and nstalled a puppet Government .r " lace amd e
Indian National Congress thought that they cou.d e v e
consolidauon of Left Forces in West Bengal by this move Buat 1. mer
machinations and evil iftentions were countered by the massrve yupport
received by the United Front from the peopie of West Bengad™ [n the
course of this struggle CPI‘M) came out as the champon of Umted!
Actions and firmly spread mts roots as the leader of the Left
Consolidation

But this splendid victory ot the United Froat in West Benural couid not
deter the Right Communist Party in Kerala to jotun hands with the [ndian
Nauonal Congress and carry on a despicable comsrrracy azmnst the
Umited Front Government in Keraia headed by the CPI'M) The leaders
of the CPI{M) camed on a prolonged megouatom with the Righe
Commumst Party to maintain unity and save the Umted Frome
Government of Kerala. Due 1o the most hosule atirrude of the Rushe
Commumist Party. the Uniied Front Government i Kerala came o us
premature end in 1969 and the Right Communist Party with the direct
support of the Indian Nanonal Coagress formed 2 aew Government up
Kerala pursuing all anu peopie poixies as deswred by the Inciam
Nanonal Congress This developmemt m Kerala had s drect
ramiticaion in West Bengal and the Right Commumists used Ajoy
Mukhetjee, the Chuef Minister of Laited Frome Government of West
Bengal as a lever 1o disturb the Second Umed Fromt Government of
West Bengal whuch also came W an abrupt end the following year
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The Right Communist Party as a matter of policy disrupted the
consolidation of the Left Forces and this helped to subserve the interests
of the Indian National Congress.

The historic split in the Indian National Congress on the 1ssue of
election of the President of India was a major political event of 1969
Indira Gandhi, the then Prime Minister of India, opposed the official
candidate of the Indian National Congress by supporting the
independent candidate, V. V. Girt and he was elected as President of
India defeating the official candidate of the Indian National Congress
The Indian Natonal Congress was thus split into two organisations
Indira Congress and Syndicate Congress and its consequence deeply
influenced the subsequent course of pohitical developments in India
How the CPI(M) assessed the implications of the spht in the Indian
National Congress—are given in the documents included in this
Volume.

Another major event of 1969 was the 'Fratricidal stnife in Andhra
Pradesh' leading to worst type of regional frenzy for creation of a
separate ‘Telangana’ State purported to divide the Telugu speaking
people. The Indian National Congress and its reactionary agents were at
the root of this strife and this was politically a most retrograde step. The
CPI(M) leadership, particularly Comrade P. Sundarayya, the then
General Secretary of CPI(M) and Comrade M. Basavapunnaiah,
member of the Polit Bureau of CPI(M), correctly and ably handled this
issue and 1t goes to the credit of our Party for helping to resolve the crisis
and retain and preserve the national unity of the Telugu people.

This Volume also includes a number cf documents which would
reveal that class struggle became most intensive 1n India during 1969
and all these struggles were directed against the anti-people policies of
the Congress Government at the Centre as well as 1n the States. Even
after the split 1n the Indian National Congress neither segment took pro
people policies nor changed their class outlook. This aspect 1s to be
noted very seriously.

We have given two documents in the Appendix of this Volume on the
disruptive role and activities of the Right Communist Party in Kerala
and these documents will substantiate our wviews that class
collaborationist policy always serves the interests of the oppressor class

We hope, the readers will find the documents of this Volume most
useful to understand and assess the pohucal developments of 1969 1n

India and to arrive at their own views.

January 8, 1998 (JYOTI BASU)
Chief Editor
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Foreword

What deserves special attention of the developments occurred in
the global plane during the year 1969 was the “International
Meeting of Communist and Workers’ Parties” 1n Moscow. As is
well-known, the bitter differences that plauging the International
Communist Movement with the two major socialist powers,
Soviet Union and China, distancing themselves to the two
opposite poles were causing the people around the world deep
concern. The differences between the two big Communist Parties
involved a great deal of problems of principle concerning
Marxist-Leninist theory and its application.

Just before the ink of the 1960 document of the International
Communist Movement dned up, the divergences of opinion over
the understanding and interpretation of the fundamental thesis of
the declaration and the statement sparked off to a sharp point. The
American rulers, of being quite clear about the weakening of the
anti imperialist fight and limitations of the mighty weight of the
International Communist Movement, had been intensifying its
aggressive designs and the capitalist world, at the same time, was
stepping up its onslaught on the working class and democratic
movement in the respective countries. The grave error fraught
with serious consequences was not being realised by the parties
who were flagrantly violating even the basic communist norms.
Likewise widely shared, disquieting was the reality that the
differences on ideological questions were gradually being
transferred into the inter-State relations, thus manifesting
themselves 1n the shape of disrupting the unity of the people of the
socialist community. Being under serious aggression and pressure
of US machinations the Workers’ Party of Vietnam, apart from
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Communist Parties of Indonesia and some other countries put
forward the proposal of stopping public polemics which had
already grown to a serious proportion, to both of them which had
an impact, however scant, to sit them across the table. But all this
failed to get any positive breakthrough. It was at the time that we
were in the thick of fight against revisionist CPI and under severe
repression from the Nehru Government. Even after the
withdrawal of forces from the area of confrontation. As we are
consistently advocating peaceful settlement of the dispute we
were sent behind the bar. We took the same position while Indo-
Pak War broke out and faced the same action of the Congress
Government. We, however, like the Communists of all countries
want Unity of Action to be given the first place to the fundamental
issues without which their struggle against the respective class
enemies and the number one sworn enemy of the peoples of the
entire world, the US imperialism, world be many times harder.
Ironically, the two parties were aware of the consequences. The
Chinese Party said, "The Chinese Communist Party has always
regarded the safeguarding and cementing of the unity of the
International Communist Movement as its sacred duty". On the
other hand, the Soviet Party said, "We have no right to forget the
behest of V.I. Lenin, who worried that dissension among
Communists serve to benefit the imperialists”. But the fact
remained that the difference had sharpened to a point of no return.
Efforts for convening a meeting of all fraternal parties of the
International Communist Movement in the pattern of 1960
meeting were made since 1963. But it did not materialise. The
meeting with the Chinese Communist Party opting out, was
convened in this background. We demarcated ourselves making
our points of differences clear, as elaborated in the documents
enlisted in this Volume. Resolute agamst imperialism and struggle
against the revisionism and dogmatism are closely intervened as
could be seen in our document. "The common anti-imperialist
struggle will help the process of liquidating the revisionist and
dogmatic distortions in the International Communist Movement".
On the national scene, the crushing defeat of the Congress
reducing it to a minority of about one-fifth of the total 280
Assembly seats in West Bengal marked the beginning of a new
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phase for the democratic movement of the Indian people. The
people of West Bengal has reposed their confidence on the United
Front led by our Party.

Mid-term elections also took place in Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and
Punjab wherein the Congress had been unable to gain back while
the high claims of the communal Jan Sangh had also been
shattered. Despite serious propaganda unleashed by the press,
CPI(M) emerged as the biggest force in West Bengal winning
83 seats out of 214 seats won by the United Front. The victory
evoked great enthusiasm that was reflected in massive rallies
around. The disruptive role of the Right Communists caused
immense harm to the democratic advance of the people all over
the country, West Bengal and Kerala were no exception, rather
more than anywhere else.

The United Front's achievements in West Bengal and Kerala in
the various spheres of social activity are well known. There is
much that could be said, of course, including some that we have
been proud all the time, about the wide dimensions of the land
reforms, containing the repressive machinery not to go against the
just movement of workers and peasants which are of overriding
importance for the rest part of the country. Powerful peasant
movement involving the entire peasantry of the State under the
leadership of Kisan Sabha, which had few parallel, made the
Government action highly successful and frustrated all design of
the vested interests. But, for one thing, the vested interest and
their political representatives aided and abeted by the Congress
Government at the Centre got panicky and became desperate to
hatch conspiracies after conspiracies from within and without. It
was the massive mobilisation of the people that they were foiled
to the ground. Led by CPI, a mini front was formed in Kerala with
the backing of the Congress which unseated the E.M.S.
Namboodiripad Ministry in Kerala. They formed a Government
headed by a CPI leader directed against the CPI(M) and within
a few months it surpassed all previous records of brutal
suppression of political agitation and economic struggles by the
opposition parties.

Another political development in this period was the spht in the
Congress party which deepened with the deepening of their class
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rule following the disasters in the elections. Both groups, in the
utter hypocrisy accusing each other for not implementing the
policies of the Congress resembles, in actual practice, nothing,
but the serving the bourgeois-landlord interests in a far better way.
Explaining our evaluation the Report adopted by the Central
Committee of our Party in its meeting held in Calcutta from
February 2 9, 1970 stated, "In implementing this line, there is
every danger of slipping into stand of equating both the Congress
wings, or even getting provoked into the position of treating the
Indira Gandhi Congress aad its Government as the more direct
and immediate enemy than the Syndicate alliance which appears
only as a potential main enemy. Such an error on our part
disorientates the Party from its political line worked out on the
basis of a concrete analysis of concrete political conditions in the
country. It will reduce the Party, in practice, to adopting the
unprincipled and opportunist tactics that the SSP leadership has
adopted at its recent Sonepur session, a tactic that plays straight
into the hands of reaction and its political game. The second
danger, considered from the existing state of affairs in the Party
and taking into account other realities, though not looming as
serious as the one pointed out above, is that of tailing behind the
Indira Gandhi Government, reducing the Party to the position of a
docile camp-follower of the Central Government.

These dangers are confined to the field of our activities in the
Central Parliament and the State legislatures, but also may arise 1n
the agitation and propaganda of our Party, where the aspect of
concentration of fire on the Syndicate might recede into the
background, taking its exposure among the people for granted,
and objectively, landing us in the position of concentrating the
main fire on the Indira Gandhi Congress and its Government on
the ground that they need to be thoroughly exposed before the
people to disillusion them.

Our Party will have to guard itself against these possible errors
if its tactical line is to be correctly implemented and the desired
results are to be achteved.

It should be clearly understood and always be remembered that
our line of irreconcilable opposition to the Syndicate and the
conditional support to the Indira Gandhi Government is neither
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based on the revisionist thesis of the Congress split between
monopolists and anti monopolists nor is it of an electric and
pragmatic nature that "we support all good steps and oppose all
bad steps"” of the Indira Gandht Government. The aggressive anti-
people offensive launched by the Syndicate alhiance is not
accidental but 1s born out of the conditions of a sharpening
economic-political crisis, and it is directed in the main against the
Communist and democratic forces which have set the pace for the
alternative process of political development 1n the form of non-
Congress democratic state Governments, particularly the Left
oriented UF Governments of West Bengal and Kerala. It is to
counter this process and counter it as early as possible, and
preferably a long before the ensuing fifth general elections and
the Syndicate and its other reactionary allies embarked on the
drastic course of setting up its own nominee in the Presidential
contest, and if it won, to begin implementing its political line
utilising the Presidential office. It is at this point that the internal
Congress crisis erupted, leading to the split, and power at the
Centre and in some states passing to the rival wing headed by
Indira Gandhi".

During this period some alarming events took place posing
grave dangers for the future umty and integrity of the country
such as: border dispute between Maharashtra and Mysore,
movement for separate Telangana State in Andhra, communal
riots in Ahmedabad and several other places. It was the ruling
Congress Party which was to be blamed at the first instance.

The twenty two years uninterrupted rule of the Congress had
left a number of sensitive problems unsettled and brought on
some more as an evil legacy to serve only as an apple of discord
between people and to be exploited at ease, by vested interests,
communal and divisive forces and to whip up hatred among the
people speaking different languages, holding different religious
ideas and having different ethnicity and culture. The uneven
development out of the bourgeois landiord class rule cast
insufferable burden on masses and procreated generic
disparities—that have frequently being used by these forces. The
weakness of the democratic movement, the ruptures in the Left
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and democratic force helped them sprout in all corners. Our Party,
with no other interest to serve than the interests of the toiling
people, is committed to defend and protect the democratic unity
as the weapon to fight the ruling classes. Our Party took a
principled stand on all the issues confronting the country and was
in the forefront of the mass movement.

An innumerable number of peasants’ and workers' struggle
were launched during this period in many parts of the country
braving oppression of the Congress rulers.

In conducting these mass struggles and forming the United
Fronts, we always keep in mind the basic tasks of forging ahead
the class struggle in our society where various obscured and
undiscerning ideologies dominate the working masses to a large
extent that find expression in the activities of the various parties
and organisations. In order to change the present correlation of
class forces, it is imperative for any Marxist-Leninist Party at the
present juncture to win over the masses through various forms of
struggle. We are guided, in this respect, by the teachings of the
founders of Marxism that embodied in the Communist Manifesto:
"The Communists, therefore, are on the one hand, practically, the
most advanced and resolute section of the working class parties
of every country, that section which pushes forward all others; on
the other hand, theoretically, they have over the great mass of the
proletariat the advantage of clearly understanding the line of
march, the conditions, and the ultimate general results of the
proletarian movement. . . . The Communist fight for the
attainment of the immediate aims, fot the enforcement of the
momentary interests of the working class; but in the movement of
the present, they also represent and take care of the future of that
movement”.

This is where lies our basic understanding of forming the
United Front and running United Front Government.

- ~
January 21, 1998 (Harkishan Singh Surjeet)
General Secretary

Communist Party of India
(Marxist)
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1

Memorandum to Finance Commission

Submitted by Kerala State Committee
of C.P.1.(M) on January 10, 1969

[Text of Memorandum submitted on behalf of the Kerala Stute
Comnuttee of the Commurust Party of India (Marxist) to the Fifth
Finance Commission in Trivandrum on January 10, 1969 |

. Introduction

The modemn trend 1s to use taxation as an instrument of social
policy, especially to skim off the surplus from higher income
groups and funnel it to society as a whole and lower income
groups. This principle 1s also applicable to efforts to redress
regional imbalances. Certain States are going ahead not by their
social gifts and efforts alone. Due to historical and other accidents
these forward States happen to occupy certain vantage points in
our economy from where they could draw to themselves the
resources of the entire country. Federahsm should not be an
excuse to stratify this position and perpetuate the imbalance as a
divine dispensation. Our submission is that the Federal taxation
policy and the distribution of finances should be made a
conscious tool for flattening out the hills and valleys of our
economic structure. Government of India has accepted at least in
words the need for curbing the growth of monopolies. The
menacing growth of regional disparities in development is but
another expression of the phenomenal growth of monopolies.
Most of our suggestions here are intended to recufy this distorted
growth which 1s threatening the umty of India.

We are disturbed to note that recent trend has been to distribute
resources not on a statutory and principled basis. More and more

Published in "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY". Calcutta, January 26, 1969
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the allocation of resources to States are decided on arbutrarily, and
occasionally on a political basis, by bodies and authorities which
are essentially political. Therefore, more often than not the
Central assistance to States take the form of doles by the mighty
for the benefit of the lowly. This has to stop and the division of
taxes and assistance should be put on a statutory basis.

There is also the question of a permanent Finance Commission.
We firmly recommend for acceptance the view of the Kerala
Chief Minister that instead of a Finance Commission in five
years, a permanent Finance Commission must be established. In a
fast-changing situation as we are in now, a five yearly settlement
of the needs and division of revenue is very inadequate. Problems
crop up in between and the pattern envisaged in the report and the
solutions suggested are upset from year to year.

2. Constitutional Changes

We are of the opinion that drastic changes in the Constitution
are essential for healthy Centre-State financial relations and this
is more so with the formation of non Congress Governments 1n
several States. An alarming feature of the Indian Federation 1s the
heavy financial dependence of the States on the Centre. This is a
violation of the basic principles of federation and financially
unsound. The fundamental 1dea behind the provision relating to
distribution of taxes and duties through the Finance Commission
is-that the States should get additional finance either by statutory
provision or Presidential order based on the recommendation of
an impartial body which would not be subject to political pulls.
This has become meaningless because the loans and grants issued
on the recommendation of the Planning Commission now
domunate the field.

In view of the sound federal principle we strongly urge the need
for widening the tax base for the States by including corporation
tax, surcharge on income tax etc., in the devolution scheme.

In the matter of divisible pool we hold the view that neither
collection nor contribution should be a factor in the fixing the
relative share of the States. In addition, the Finance Commussion
should make the necessary recommendation to amend the
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Constitution so that corporation tax may be included in the
devolution scheme. With industrial growth, the yield from
corporation tax has been showing significant rise and States have
a legitimate claim to share the benefits from this tax. Moreover
we feel that the practice of keeping out advance collections in the
calculation of "net proceeds" of income tax as unconstitutional.
On the contrary "net proceeds" of any sharable tax or duty should
be calculated on the basis of gross collections minus collection
charges.

The Fifth Finance Commission should take the budgetary
deficit as a criterion for distribution among the States the
divisible taxes and duties. The Fourth Finance Commussion failed
to consider the budgetary deficit as the starting point giving the
reason that the Constitution does not prescribe that the income tax
revenue should be distributed on the basis of budgetary need. The
argument advanced by the Fourth Finance Commission 1s not
convincing. We take this opportunity to urge the Commussion that
budgetary needs should form the basis for distribution of taxes
and duties. Grants in aid should be exclusively used for special
assistance for backwardness and other special financial needs.

3. Capital And Revenue Needs

The existing system of distribution of the net proceeds of estate
duty on property other than agricultural land on the basts of
collection/location 1s not equitable. If yield from the States 1t
distributed on the basis of collection, 1t will only further
aggravate regional imbalances. We are of the opinion that estate
duty should be taken together with other taxes and duties to be
transferred from the Centre to the States and their distribution
interse should be based on "fiscal need" as assessed by the
revenue gap.

The present system of taking a comprehensive view of the
fiscal system without taking into consideration the
interdependence of revenue and capital expenditure should be put
to an end. The present system is erroneous and this will place
States like Kerala in a disadvantageous position. If a State where
Panchayati Raj institutions are functioning (not in Kerala), large
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amounts are transferred to Panchayati Raj in the revenue account
intended for expenditure of a 'capital' nature. Therefore, the
Finance Commission while assessing the needs of the States for
grant-in-aid under Article 275 of the Constitution should take into
consideration this and similar expenditure now classified as
capital which are unproductive (eg., anti-sea erosion expenditure)
and yield no return.

The debt position and the heavy dependence of the States on
the Centre is becoming an alarming feature especially after the
formation of non-Congress Governments in several States.
Therefore we urge that suitable steps be taken for rescheduling
the debts and reducing this unwarranted heavy dependence on the
Centre.

Another important matter which need the attention of the
Finance Commusston is the chronic food deficit of Kerala. Over
54 per cent of foodgrains has to be got from outside the State. This
brings to the forefront the need for a national food policy for
equitable distribution of the available quantity of foodgrains
among all the States. Till we attain a national food policy, the
Fifth Finance Commission should make adequate provision for
the extra expenditure on the part of the State in the form of food
subsidies.

The Finance Commussion should also take into consideration
the heavy expenditure on the part of the State in maintaining the
present social service facilities, particularly for maintenance of
schools, hospitals, roads, etc.

Even since the formation of Kerala, the State Government has
been facing serous financial stringency and this has led to ways
and means difficulties. The very fact that with the best efforts on
the part of the State to raise additional resources, the financial
position of the State continued to deteriorate is proof that certain
factors were beyond the control of the State Government which
caused the financial difficulties. This in turn forced the State
Government to resort to unauthorized overdrafts from the
Reserve Bank of India. In addition to other measures, the existing
ways and means advance and overdraft accommodation with the
Reserve Bank of India has to be enhanced.
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4. Plan Finance

Though the Finance Commussion's terms of reference exclude
Plan Finance, we would like to point out certain facts which have
a bearing on the over all financial viability of the State.

The failure of planning mn this country 1s manifested 1n the
backwardness of States Iike Kerala. Kerala continues to be one of
the bachwaid States ot the Indian Union despite 1ts high natural
and human resources. Even after 18 years of planning the per
capita income of Kerala remains far below the all India average.

The economy of Kerala is endowed with many special
characteristics. The density of population 1n the State—435 per
sq. km. 1s the highest among States. This high pressure of
population gives rise to a number of economuc and social
problems ltke low land man ratto, high degree of unemployment
and under employment, acute food shortage and heavy
expenditure on social over heads.

Kerala with hardly 1.27 per cent of the country's agricultural
land 1 contributing more than 20 per cent of the total agricultural
expoits and 11 per cent of the total exports of India.

The per capita daily earnings of a factory worker in Kerala in
1965 was Rs 3.594 as against Rs. 6 13 for all India

The capital investment per worker 1n the State is only Rs. 2,737
compared to Ry 4.830 for the nation as a whole.

Kerala covering just 1 27 per cent of the area have to support
3 85 per cent of the population.

The Central investment on industrial projects in different
States during the last seventeen years will show that few States
shared the bulk of Central investments on industrial projects The
States of Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, Orissa and West Bengal, which
account for 30 per cent of the population obtained 67 per cent of
the total investment

5. Plan And Industry

In the matter of industnal development, Kerala stands
backward compared to most of the States in India. During the
period between 1951 64 the State produced only 2.08 per cent of
the total industrial output 1n the country.
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A review of the performance of the first three Five-Year Plans
in Kerala clearly indicates the fact that Kerala did not get a due
share of the economic benefits that accrued to the nation.

During the First Plan Period, Kerala received no share at all of
the Central investment in industrial ventures. During the Second
Plan out of the total Rs. 663 crores of Central investments, Kerala
received only a paltry sum of Rs. 79 lakhs, that too for a DDT
factory.

During the Third Plan the amount of Central investments
allotted to Kerala was Rs. 71 crores out of a total of Rs. 1,261
crores to be distributed among the following projects:

Crores

1. Second ship building yard (Cochin) 20
2. O1l Refinery (Cochin) 17
3. HM.T. Unit (Alwaye) 8
4. Preciston Instruments factory 8
5. Expansion of FA.C.T. 8
6. Phyto-Chemical factory _10
71

The actual turn of events, however, only confirmed the worst
fears of many people in Kerala. In view of the unsympathetic
dispensation of the Central Government, even the projects
allotted to Kerala did not materialize in full. The Phyto-Chemical
factory project was abandoned and the Precision Instruments
factory was later transferred to another State, after having
acquired the site. Thus, during the Third Plan, Central
investments in industrial projects amounted to only Rs. 26 4
crores as against the originai allotment of Rs. 71 crores.

6. Conclusion

Unless the Finance Commission gives a better deal to Kerala in
respect of non Plan finance of Revenue Account and enable the
State to have some revenue surpluses, the injustice done to Kerala

in respect of Plan finance and Central sector investments will not
be mitigated.
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In conclusion, we again request the Fifth Finance Commission
not to confine themselves to narrow, interpretation of the terms of
reference. We hope the Commussion will keep 1n mind the larger
interests of India as a whole and the policy issues aimed at
redressing the grievances of States like Kerala which are
depressed to backwardness, mainly as a result of the wrong
policies pursued on an all India level.

The memorandum was signed on behalf of the Kerala State
Commuttee of the CPI(M) by Comrades A. K Gopalan, O. J.
Joseph and P. Govinda Pillai.



Root Out The Congress
Ensure U.F. Victory in West Bengal

Editorial of "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY",
February 2, 1969

Polling in the mid term elections in the four States of West
Bengal, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and Punjab begins from February
5,1969. We call on the electorate in all these States to give a
crushing defeat to the Congress.

The Congress Party has to be defeated to save Indian
democracy. The verdict of the people in many of the States in the
Fourth General Elections rejecting the Congress was flouted by it
through the most undemocratic, unconstitutional and illegal
methods. Stmultaneously, the Congress rulers at the Centre have
taken a series of steps to amass more and more authontarian
powers in their hands. The powers of the States have been
reduced to a farce and the Congress Centre seeks to impose 1ts
dictates on them. The drive is on to establish a Police State n
India. A defeat of the Congress in these mid term elections will be
a blow to these plans to subvert democracy.

The Congress has to be defeated to strengthen the popular
movements and popular struggles against the policies of the
Congress which heap misery upon misery on them.

Ruling on behalf of a handful of the vested interests, intent
only on protecting their order of exploitation, the Congress
Government has made life impossible for the people.

Growing unemployment, vicious attacks on jobs, mounting tax
burden, spiralling prices of necessities, direct attacks on wages
and dearness allowance are all grinding down the people The
Congress rulers through their policies are robbing the millions to

swell the coffers of the few monopolists and other vested
interests.
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The people have been resisting these policies of the Congress
rulers in defence of their living—in defence of their jobs, wages,
food, their children's education. Brutal repression has been the
answer of the ruling classes to the people. Their economic
policies have taken them to such a pass that any further
concessions to the people have become almost impossible and to
maintain the protits of the monopolists, the resistance of the
people—workers, peasants, agricultural labourers, middle class
employees, teachers, students, every section of the totling
people—has to be crushed. Hence the ferocity that 1s seen in
suppressing strikes and struggles, as on September 19 1n the ca<e
of the one-day strike of the Central Government employees,
hence the frenzied drive to take away the trade union and
democratic rights of people, to establish a Police State. It is only
natural that under such conditions the landlords dare to perpetrate
such fiendish atrocities as the mass burming to death of
agricultural workers and therr women and children as in
Kilavenmani in Tanjore district in Tamil Nadu.

Another blow to the Congress 1n the mid term elections will
become a powerful factor in strengthening the popular resistance
to the anti people policies of the Congress.

The consequence of Congress policies has not only been that
the people are consigned to unbearable misery, the freedom of our
land itself is being imperilled—the Congress rulers have made
our country so abjectly dependent on the foreign impertalists—
primanly the U.S. imperialists—in pursuit of their bankrupt path
of capitalist development. The menacing extent of this
dependence can be seen when with any uncertainty of “aid" from
these imperiahists, the ruling classes have to put their planning on
the shelf-—as has happened with the Fourth Plan and when 1n order
to somehow keep this "aid" flowing in, they make concessions
after concessions at the bidding of the foreign monopolists, taking
the country deeper and deeper into the abyss. The U.S
impenalists exert pressure not only on the economic front, they
exert pressure and get further concessions in the Government's
foreign policy which already with its anti Chma posture was
taking an anti national direction, in its trade and other relations
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with the socialist countries, in all aspects of its internal policy and

these imperialists through their own agencies like the CIA and the

numerous foundations are penetrating into our political, social

and cultural hife. The economy of the country has already been
" mortgaged, its political independence is in danger.

Unless these policies of the Congress Government are
defeated, neither can our economy be saved nor our political
independence defended. A defeat for the Congress will galvanize
the forces which are already in the field and rally more millions to
face the Congress and fight its policies.

It is because non-Congress Governments of Left and
democratic forces become the centre of such struggles against the
Congress policies that a mad offensive was let loose against such
Governments and is still continuing against the Government of
Kerala. In West Bengal, in the mid-term election, such a United
Front of Left and democratic forces, with the Communist Party
of India (Marxist) as its major constituent, 1s challenging
the Congress. The victory of this front in West Bengal will
further weaken the Congress and take forward the struggle of
the people.

In the other States, no such united front has emerged to
confront the Congress, mainly due to the opportunism of the SSP
and the Right Communists and the anti-communism of the PSP
In Bihar and Uttar Pradesh, parties as reactionary as the Congress,
parties representing the same vested interests as the Congress
does, parties like the Jan Sangh, Bharatiya Kranti Dal, Swatantra,
etc., are in the field to take advantage of the anti Congress
sentiments of the people and get into office. Though the defeat of
the Congress in these States will not mean the immediate victory
of the democratic forces, such a defeat will immensely help the
democratic movement.

Even more has it to be remembered that the electoral battle of
the next week is only one stage in the people's struggles. The
defeat of the Congress and other reactionary parties 1s essential to
advance these struggles. But electoral victory by itself will not
mean anything, it will be significant only to the extent it is utilised
to consolidate the mass movement and move forward, to build
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that united front and united action powerful enough to challenge
the exploiting regime.

In the name of defence of our people and their living, in
the name of defending democracy and our independence, in the
name of advancing the Indian people’s struggle to end the rule of
the exploiting bourgeois landlord classes, we appeal to the people
to—

—Rout the Congress in the mid term elections'

—Defeat all the parties of reaction!

—Ensure the success of the United Front in West Bengal!

—Vote for CPI(M) candidates wherever they are contesting'

—Vote for all candidates of the Left and democratic parties in

other places!



Congress Responsible for Telangana
Situation*

Resolution Adopted on Telangana Situation by
the Andhra Pradesh State Committee of CPI(M)

The Andhra Pradesh Committee of the Communist Partv of India
(Marxist), which met at Vijayawada from January 20 to 24, 1969
adopted the following resolution regarding Telangana
safeguards:

The Andhra Pradesh Commuttee of the Communist Party of
India (Marxist) expresses its concern at the recent developments
in the State over the question of Telangana safeguards agreed
upon n the past. Students from Telangana colleges started an
agitation criticising the lapses in the implementation of the
safeguards provided in the previous agieement and demanding
their immediate implementation. Some students went on hunger
strike on this question. In many places, trains and buses weie
stopped and stoned; some were burnt. In a number of places the
police lathi charged and teargassed the agitators, and in some
places, opened fire on them, resulting in injuries to several The
Committee expresses its sympathy to those injured 1n these lathi
charges and firings.

The Commuttee expresses its grave concern at the demand of a
section of the students for the formation of a separate Telangana
and strongly condemns it as undemocratic and disruptive. The
Committee also deplores the slogan for shifting of the capital
from Hyderabad, votced by a section of the students of the Andhra
and Sr1 Venkateswara Universities, and appeals to them to realise

the grave consequences of such slogans and desist from pursuing
them.

“Published 1in "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", Calcutta. February 9. 1969
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The agreement reached among the representatives of the
various political parties in the legislature is armed at meeting the
demands of the agitators. According to the terms of the
agreement, the non mulkies coming from the coastal districts and
Rayalaseema and employed now in Telangana in posts reserved
for Telangana cadre will be transferred to the coastal districts and
Rayalaseema, and the posts falling vacant will be filled by
ehigible candidates from Telangana or kept vacant if eligible
candidates are not available. The agreement further enjoins upon
the Government to ascertain the Telangana surpluses in the
Second and Third Plan periods and spend them n the next five
years in Telangana. The Committee is of opinion that after the
agreement has been reached, there is no cause for continuing the
agitation and that all efforts should be made to implement the
agreement faithfully.

Congress Policies Create Discontent

But the Commuttee deems 1t necessary to place before the
people of the entire State certain basic facts regarding these
problems. When Andhra Pradesh was formed, certain safeguards
were provided for the development of Telangana. But the
Congress, which 1s ruling the State since its formation, grossly
failed to implement these safeguards and thus gave cause for
discontent, leading to the present agitation It 15 the Congress and
the Congress led Government that are entirely responsible for it
and none else.

The Commuttee 1s of opinion that it will be naive to think that
the problem is solved by signing the agreement Even after the
agreement is implemented, the basic problems will remain and
continue to operate. The bourgeots class that was growing even
during the British time came to power after the country became
independent. It 1s this class, 1in alliance with the landlord class,
that 1s ruling the country ever since. All these years, these ruling
classes have been making efforts to develop the country on
capitalist lines, but these policies, instead of removing the
unequal development of the States or removing the regional
disparities, are, i reality, accentuating and aggravating them.
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Under the class rule of these exploiting classes, Big Business
houses like the Tatas and Birlas, have amassed vast riches and
grown stronger, while crores and crores of the toiling people and
middle classes are being daily thrown into greater misery,
wretchedness and unemployment. Today, more than ten lakh
matriculates and graduates and more than 80 thousand engineers
are unemployed and are roaming the country in search of
employment. Big Business, which is at the helm of the State,
develops only certain selected areas, while the development of
several States and regions is neglected, thus increasing the
disparities and imbalances. It is thus evident that the disparities
and imbalances in the growth of States and regions are the
inevitable concomitant of capitalist development. The Committee
is of opinion that unless these polictes of following the capitalist
path of development are defeated and the Government that is
following these policies is removed from power and replaced by a
People's Democratic Government which will pave the way for
building socialism in India, these disparities will not disappear.
The Committee wishes to draw the attention of the people to
the truth that it is the bourgeois-landlord combine that is
fomenting religious, communal and regional feelings and
rivalries in order to divert the attention of the masses from
pressing problems and from the exploitation and oppression that
it is carrying on. The activities of the Shiva Sena in Bombay, of
the Lachit Sena in Assam, the attacks on Muslim minorities n
Ranchi, Rourkela and Jamshedpur by the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh, and other Hindu communal forces are

glaring examples of these disruptive and dangerous policies
followed by the ruling classes.

Game of the Ruling Classes

The Committee draws the attention of the people to what
happened in our own State a few years ago. A section of the
Congress ruling class opposed the formation of Andhra State,
pituing Rayalaseema against it. In 1952-53, a '‘Mulki' agitation
was kicked up by a section of the Telangana Congress leaders, and
in 1956, at the time of the formation of Vishalaandhra, again. a
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powerful section of the Telangana Congress demanded the
formation of a separate Telangana State. Today again, it is this
powerful section of the Congress from Telangana that stands
behind the slogan of separate Telangana State. Thus, 1t is
Congressmen—now ane section and another time another
section who are raising these disruptive and dangerous slogans
and misleading the people, particularly the younger generation, in
order to settle their inner squabbles and contradictions.

The Commuttee declares that the main reason for the continued
backwardness of Telangana, for the non implementation of the
safeguards, for the growth of unemployment and for lack of
adequate educational facihities is the continued rule of the
Congress, representing the interests of the landiord and capitalist
classes, and policies pursued by it, and not the poor and middle-
classes who migrate from the coastal districts and Rayalaseema to
Telangana in search of food, employment and living, not the
clerks and teachers, not the younger generation that come to the
capital city for education, not finding enough educational
facilities in their own districts. The root cause for this migration
in search of food and employment is the rule of the bourgeois-
landlord classes and the reactionary polictes pursued by them.

The Commuttee feels that even the faithful implementation of
the agreement will not solve the problem of unemployment, etc.
During the course of the last few decades, tens of thousands of
families from both the Andhra and Telangana regions have gone
to Bombay, Calcutta, Bangalore, Bhulat and such other cities and
industrial centres in search of food and employment. Such
mugration 1s still continuing. If the 'Mulkies' of those States begin
agitation for the driving away of these Telugu people, what a
calamuty it would be”

Warning Against Disruptive Forces

The Committee appeals to all the democratic forces in the
State—1n Telangana and in Andhra particularly to the students
and toiling people, not to fall a prey to these disruptive and
dangerous moves but to umite and carry on a ceaseless and
consistent  struggle against the landlord bourgeols policies
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pursued by the Congress Government policies which are
aggravating the problems of unemployment, inadequate
educational facilities, etc. If, instead of discharging this primary
task, the people of both the regions begins to quarrel among
themselves, the real culprits the bourgeois landlord
Government—will escape the wrath of the people and the
popular forces will get weakened and disrupted. Hence, the
Committee appeals to all the progressive and democratic forces in
both the regions to mutually assist the struggles of each other and
champion the cause of unity and progress of the common people
of both the regions.

The Committee appeals to the popular forces in the State not to
dissipate their energies on disruptive movements but concentrate
on building the unity of the people in both the regions and
cementing it. Otherwise, the bourgeois landlord forces and their
political representatives will create dissensions among the people
and disrupt their unity in order to perpetuate their rule and their
exploitation. The Communist Party of India (Marxist) pledges
that it will make all efforts to fight these disruptive forces and
forge unity among the people and seeks the co operation and help
of all the progressive and democratic forces and individuals who
cherish the same ideals.



4
Polit Bureau of CPI(M) Greets the People

of West Bengal for Electoral Victory of
United Front in 1969 Election*

Statement Issued by the Polit Bureau of CPI(M) on
February 13, 1969

The Polit Bureau of the Conununist Partv of India (Mariist),
meeting in Calcutta on Februarv 13, 1969, has issued the
Sfollowing statement:

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist)
greets the people of West Bengal and the democratic parties who,
forging the Umted Front, have given a resounding defeat to the
Congress in the mid term election reducing it to a minonty of
about one fifth of the total Assembly seats of 280. The Polit
Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) 1s proud of our
Party ranks who played a worthy and leading role in developing a
powerful mass movement 1n forging the United Front and in
achieving this great people’s victory. By this victory, the people
and the democratic parties of West Bengal have taken forward the
democratic struggle of Indian people to a new turning point.

The results of the mid term election are once agatn a rejection
by the people as in the Fourth General Elections of the anti people
policies of the Congress policies of inflicting misery and
starvation on the people, of suppressing their democratic rights
and hberties, of endangering the political independence of the
country. The results are also a rejection of the equally reactionary
policies of the Jan Sangh which was hoping to replace the
Congress 1n office in Bihar and Uttar Pradesh at least.

In West Bengal, the people have decisively given their verdict
also on the Central Congress Government's mischievous
conspiracies of toppling the elected democratic Governments; of

*Published 1n "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", Calcutta, February 16, 1969
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setting up stooge munistries and of enthroning the nominated
Governors and the bureaucrats to run the State administration 1n
the name of President's Rule.

They have voted their confidence in Umited Front Ministry of
democratic forces that it would give them an administration that
will start undoing some of the disastrous consequences of
20 years of landlord bourgeois rule of the Congress; help them to
achieve as much relief as possible; and lead their democratic
movements further forward on the road to winning their demands

The victory of the democratic United Front in West Bengal in
contrast to the mid-term election results in Punjab, U.P. and Bihar
gives valuable experience to the democratic forces in India and
shows us the way to follow and the pitfalls which we have to
avoid.

In Punjab, in Uttar Pradesh and in Bihar, the democratic
movement and mass organisations of the working people are at a
low level. On top of it, some of the democratic parties like the
SSP, PSP and the Right Communists entered into non-Congress
coalition ministries with reactionary landlord bourgeois parties,
Jan Sangh and Swatantra. These reactionary parties were able to
sabotage implementation of many progressive steps that had been
promised. The image of these non-Congress ministries in U.P. and
Bihar fell among the people and when the Congress was able to
topple them, the masses could not be mobilised into widespread
mass action, as was the case in West Bengal.

The result has been that neither democratic united fronts could
be forged nor the Congress, the Jan Sangh and Swatantra the
parties of the landlords and of the big bourgeoisie—could be
defeated.

In Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and Punjab, the Congress has not been
able to improve 1ts position and the claims of the Jan Sangh have
also been rebuffed by the people. In Punjab, the Akali Party has
improved its position but its alliance with the Jan Sangh poses a
clear danger to the gains of the democratic movement and to 1ts
future advance. If in these States, the socialists and communists
have also been weakened, it is due largely to the opportunist
policies pursued by parties like the SSP, PSP and Right
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Communists. Additionally, in Punjab, the Right Gommunists
knowingly pursued a policy of helping the Congress—refusing to
make adjustments with the non Congress forces and setting up
candidates indiscriminately in many places where they knew they
had no chances of winning or even polling a sizable vote, thus
making a gift of a number of seats to the Congress.

It 1s evident that the general mass of the people did not have
confidence n these democratic parties and did not surge forward
in support of them as is the case 1in West Bengal.

It 1s alvo evident that the Muslim minority seeing the Socialist
and Right Communist parties as partners with the Jan Sangh in
the ministrnies, who did not and could not prevent communal riots
unleashed by the communal forces, got alienated from these
parties.

It is also evident that the socially and economicaily backward
communities, especially the harijans are the worst sufferers from
the landlord bourgeos policies of the Congress rule and the caste
tendencies that were encouraged during the last 20 years. They
are the worst victims of not only economic oppresston but of all
the soctal and caste discrimination. The failure of parties like the
SSP, PSP and Right Communists while 1n Government to take up
and champion their demands and defend them from attacks from
the exploiters, enable the vested interests 1 e, the Congress and
other reactionary landlords to intimidate and keep away a large
percentage of them from the polling booths.

In contrast to U.P. and Bihar, it 15 1 West Bengal, that the
Muslim minority has sohdly voted with the U.F. with the full
confidence that the U.F. Minustry alone would defend them from
communal orgies and take necessary steps to improve their lot
and enable them to live as equal Indian citizens.

The Polit Bureau appeals to all the democratic parties and
forces to realise the dangerous consequences of the growing
reactionary communal forces and the dire consequences of the
Congress misrule being allowed to continue. It appeals to them to
come forward to determinedly fight the Jan Sangh, Swatantra and
Congress reactionary pohcies, and to forge sanctions agaimst
them, by developing mass movement and to build a united
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democratic front where neither the Jan Sangh and Swatantra nor
other equally reactionary landlord big bourgeois parties or groups
will have any place.

The Polit Bureau appeals to all democratic parties and forces,
espectally in West Bengal, not to become complacent. The
Congress Government at the Centre will not take this defeat
inflicted upon them lying down. They would start once again their
conspiracies, to hamstring the functioning of the United Front
Ministry through their bureaucracy, to rouse the masses against
the United Front Ministry by refusing them necessary food and
financial resources as they are doing in Kerala even now. It is the
development of the umited mass movement throughout the
country by the democratic forces that could defeat these
conspiracies.

The Congress rulers have all along concentrated thetr fury on
the Communist Party of India (Marxist) and the Governments in
which the CPI(M) is a major partner. Their hope was that they
would be able to isolate the CPI(M) and smash it which 1f it had
succeeded would have certainly endangered the democratic
movement as a whole. TheLeft and democratic parties in West
Bengal to their credit have seen through this Congress
machination and preserved the United Front.

The election results have once again demonstrated that a strong
communist movement, adhering strictly to the basic principles of
Marxism-Leninism and correctly applying them to the concrete
situation, and by developing mass movements and organisations
alone can guarantee the successful formation and continuation of
a broad democratic united front; it was so 1n Kerala, and 1s so now
in West Bengal where the Communist Party of India (Marxist) has
been able to become a leading partner of the United Front.

Our Party pledges to discharge the heavy responsibility which
has been placed on the United Front by the people of West Bengal
It will strive hard to further strengthen the unity of the Umited
Front. It will take into confidence the people an the issues that
crop up In carrying out the administration, on the role of the
Central Congress Government, the path and the measures which
every constituent of the United Front would be advocating to
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solve these issues. It is ultimately the mass public opinion and
their support to a particular solution that would be the deciding
factor for United Front functioning

Our Party calls on the people of West Bengal to be extremely
vigilant in the coming period against the conspiracies of the
Congress and the vested interests which will become even more
intense.

Our Party pledges once again that it will not shirk any struggle
or sacrifice that would be necessary in carrying on the people's
struggle for real freedom, democracy and for building a new life
and society for our people!




Reaction Strikes in Bombay*

Editorial of "PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY",
February 16, 1969

The ghastly happenings in Bombay following the Shiva Sena
hooliganism constitute a forewarning of things to come, a
warning of the stealthy march of fascism in India. They reveal
how the forces of extreme reaction in India helped by CIA
finances and financial support from India’s Big Business are
coming to the forefront to disrupt the class movement of the
working class and later on drown it in blood.

The police terror unleashed against those arrested, the merciless
beatings of innocent people, the killing of more than fifty people
in police firing, with the wounded exceeding two hundred, are
bound to draw vigorous protest from all democrats, from all who
espouse the cause of the working class. This bloodshed could
have been easily avoided, the blood bath could have: been
dispensed with, had the Maharashtra Government and the
Bombay police not pampered the Shiva Sena and its leaders and
allowed their campaign of open violence and murder to go
unchallenged, had they not encouraged this campaign by giving
an alibi to the Shiva Sena. In recent months Bombay City has
seen murderous attacks on the workers from Kerala and Tamil
Nadu; it has seen the shops and hotels owned by Kannadigas
going up in flames—with the Bombay police refusing to
intervene and the Maharashtra Government refusing to do
anything to protect the non Maharashtrian workers and citizens
from these attacks. Neither Sri Chavan nor Sri Naik has ever
gven an explanation of this indirect complicity of the
Maharashtra Government and the Bombay police in the activities
of the Shiva Sena.

*Thus relates to Shiva Sena hooliganism in Bombay (now Mumbu)
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Posing to champion the cause of Maharashtrians for jobs and
services 1n Maharashtra, the Shiva Sena leaders attempted to
divert the discontent arising from growing unemployment against
the workers from Kerala and the hoteliers from Karnataka; they
thus serve the big capitalists and screened the evils of capitalism
following from Congress policies. They directly serve the
interests of Bombay’s Big Busmess and the Congress
Government who are in dire need of sidetracking the discontent
of Bombay’s working class.

This rousing of Marathi chauvinism was a preparation for a
frontal attack on the Communist Party, the communist
movement, for purposes of black legging and strike breaking. In
a few months the Shiva Sena chief incited his followers to attack
the communists and the office of the Girm Kamgar Union was
attacked and its furniture was burnt in the presence of Bombay’s
police force. Bal Thackerey openly declared himself to be a
follower of Hitler and an avowed enemy of communism. His
followers made an open attempt to disrupt Comrade EMS
Namboodirpad’s meeting and the Shiva Sena leader openly
preached assault on the communst leaders. He threatened
violence and murder to the communists, openly accepted his
responsibility for the attack on the Girmi Kamgar Union, all with
the encouragement of the Bombay police and Maharashtra
Government who looked upon the Sena as a good handiwork to
fight the communist movement.

It is known that the Shiva Sena 1s amply supported with funds.
It 1s not accidental that a large section of the Bombay
Press—including the Marathi edition of the Tunes of India the
Maharashtra Times supports the Shiva Sena and gives
sympathetic and glowing descriptions of its activities. And in the
last few months the organisation has often supphlied
strike breakers to break working class strikes and has started
disrupting the existing trade unions on provincial lines.

This is the background to last week’s happenings in which
nearly fifty people have been killed and nearly two hundred have
been wounded. A large number of those killed are young people
from Bombay’s working class families—the new youth alien to
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class pride and class outlook because of the corrupt reformist
leadership in the trade union movement. A number of Left parties
in the City of Bombay have developed a purely opportunistic
outlook on political questions. They seek to bypass class 1ssues
and try to rouse the working class on non-class or chauvinistic
issues. The tradition of bypassing class politics and i1dentifying
the working class in a completely bourgeois fashion with
linguistic and other immediate democratic issues, started with the
Samyukta Maharashtra movement. The new generation of
workers has not gone through the gruelling class battles nor has 1t
been enlightened about 1ts class origin and its antagonism with
the existing social order. Its boiling discontent against the
Congress regime is thus easily exploited by reactionary appeals.
The Shiva Sena is exploiting the chauvinism, the non class
outlook created by the reformusts in the Samyukta Maharashtra
movement and the ant1-China campaigns of the ‘Right’ and ‘Left’
parties. That is why today young workers who should be leading
the battle for the emancipation of their class from the present
regime are often found in the Sena campaigns. And when they
are shot dead, when they are mercilessly beaten 1n police custody,
when they are wounded in scores, one 1s bound to denounce the
police, the reactionary leaders who mislead them and the
Congress Government which encourages their deception and
éntraps them into the wrong movement.

The present trouble started with Thackerey’s decision to
prevent the entry of Central Ministers in the City of Bombay as
long as the border question between Maharashtra and Karnataka
remained unsettled and the Marathi-speaking areas remained 1n
Karnataka. An obliging police and Government struck a bargain
with the organisation extracting a promise from the leaders for a
peaceful demonstration and allowed them to post their members
along the route. When Chavan visited Bombay the demonstratton
organised with the cooperation of the police took a violent turn.
Again the organisation with the full concurrence of the Bombay
police staged another demonstration when Moraryn visited
Bombay. This time it went completely out of control with the
obliging police compelled to firings leading to widespread attack



Reaction Strikes in Bombay 25

on buses, rallway stations, hotels and even on commercial
establishments and banks. The Bombay Government was forced
to detain Thackerey and other leaders which incensed the ranks
sull further. Under the pretext of controling demonstrations the
police had already prohibited meetings under section 144, thereby
stopping all trade umion and political campaigns in the City. New
vast areas of the City were placed under curfew and the army was
alerted to stand by to help the police.

Here we see the utter duphcity and the treachery of the ruling
classes Were they not aware that encouragement they were
giving to the Sena leaders, the pact that they had entered 1nto,
would lead to an explosion of anti-social violence in which the
hotels and other establishments of the minonties would be the
first casualty? The hypocritical officials now pretend that they
were completely taken by surprise. There are officials who
openly state that the Sena had nothing to do with the
hooliganism. But even a child could see the logical results of this
pampering, the pacts and understanding all of which were
meant only to bolster the prestige of the Sena leaders. And when
the followers of these leaders went beyond the himits of safety,
when they really clashed with the forces of ‘law and order’, they
were attacked and suppressed In the eyes of the ruling classes the
appointed role of the Sena volunteers was to terrorise the
minority, rouse chauvinism and divide the working class but not
to clash with the forces of law and order. The istrument that was
forged to suppress the masses had to be controlled, hence the
firings, the savage beatings, the shootings.

The working class elements who have been drawn into the net
of the Shiva Sena must realise that they are being utilised to
attack their own brethren and not to fight the Congress for any
genuine grievance; that unemployment 1s created by the Congress
regime and the Sena leaders’ politics only serves the Congress
and the big capitalists.

What about the demand for a settlement of the
Maharashtra Karnataka dispute? Once agamn it is the
responsibtlity of the Congress regime which dares not solve any
problem on the basis of accepted principles. There 15 a Congress
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Government at the Centre; there are Congress Governments in
Mabharashtra and Karnataka, yet these Governments belonging to
the same party cannot solve this border issue amicably when the
Central Government preaches to the whole world peaceful
solution of international disputes. The reason is that the unsolved
issue serves as a weapon in the hands of both the State
Govemments to rouse their people on a chauvinist basis, to divert
their attention from the democratic struggle and keep their
position safe in their States. They who talk of national integration
are not ashamed to rouse national antmosities between the people
of Maharashtra and Karnataka to serve the selfish game.

The border issue has become a game 1n power politics is clear
from recent developments.

In the first place, there is no clear acceptance by the Central
Government of the principle of demarcation on the basis of
village as a unit a democratic principle which should be
accepted by all. The vested interests in Kamataka are openly
opposing the principle. And the Mahajan Commission appointed
by the Centre excelled all previous opportunism by rejecting
every known principle when it made its recommendations Its
recommendations were clearly intended to serve the game of
power politics inside the Congress organisation.

Under these circumstances the problem cannot be solved by
just rousing the chauvinism of one section of the people, by
holding as hostages the minorities hailing from the other States
This is exactly what the Sena leaders are doing. They are not
conducting a genuine movement for democratic rights but just
disrupting the all India democratic movement by appealing to
separation and parochialism. The real answer to the poverty and
unemployment of the Indian people lies in the liquidation of the
capitalist landlord rule of the Congress, and the establishment of
soctalism all over India. This can be achieved only through soli
darity and unity of the working class and toilers of India  a unity
which the Sena leaders are deliberately breaking in the name of
solution of the border problem and protection of Marathi interests.

Some Left parties hke the PSP, the SSP, and the revisionists
are allowing themselves to be beguiled by the Sena’s slogan for
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solution of the border dispute and are announcing their intention
to support that organisation. This 1s nothing but playing into the
hands of reaction. The ideology and platform of the Sena is a
reactionary chauvinist platform, of fratncidal war and no
democratic party can associate itself with it.

Besides, such 1ssues as borders, regional development, etc., are
being used nowadays to bypass the working class and democratic
issues and rally sections of the masses behind this or that
exploiting class. All such issues when not presented 1 the
context of the main democratic struggle for People’s Democracy,
develop a reactionary angle and instead of advancing the general
democratic cause just disrupt the common movement and
sidetrack 1t. The Shiva Sena’s championing of the border 1ssue 1s
no genumne democratic movement. It is just a reactionary attempt
to rouse chauvinism and set one section of toilers against another.

One has only to look to the attitude of the ruling classes
towards the Sena movement to understand the deep game played
by the vested interests. If the burnings of the buses, the attacks on
rallway stations, the looting of hotels belonging to
non Maharashtrians had taken place during the course of a
genuine class or democratic movement, what a howl the vested
interests would have raised”? If in addition, banks had been
attacked would they not have raised the outcry that this was
nothing but communist expropriation” Would they not have seen
the hand of China in all this and demanded the total suppression
of the Communist Party? Would any police official have gone out
of his way to certify that these acts had nothing to do with the
sponsors of the movement as they did in this case? And would
the ruling circles and the vested interests have provided an alibi
to the organisation leading the movement?

And yet this is precisely what 1s happening in the present case.
Can you imagine the august and profiteering representatives of
"trade and industry” those who demand shooting down of
workers for daring to demand an increase of a rupee in their
wages,—calmly offering an alibi to the Shiva Sena? And this is
what they have done in Bombay because they regard the Sena as
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their army. Listen to the following from the Statesman: "In a
statement 1issued after the meeting which was attended by
prominent  industrialists and  businessmen  they [the
representatives of trade and industry] said that this great
metropolitan city had been a victim of senseless orgy, violence,
loot and arson. The statement blamed indecision by the Union
Government in solving inter State disputes such as boundary
questions and others as the root cause of such agitations taking
place at frequent intervals and it was quite imperative that these
disputes should be effectively settled without delay. It was also
stated that the police force was not adequate and the State
Government should have obtained the assistance of the military
to handle the situation firmly."

But to deal firmly with whom? With the Shiva Sena? Oh, no!
According to the Statesman report, "representatives of trade and
industry have today expressed the view that the agitation
launched by the Shiva Sena had been ‘gravely exploited and
taken undue advantage of by the communists and other
anti social elements’ ". Here you have the diabolical anti working
class plot in the open. The Shiva Sena is exonerated of all
violence; the entire blame is thrown on the communists, the class
enemy of the big vested interests. Whence this solicitude for the
Sena, whence this intense desire to provide an alibi to it? These
bankers and industrial magnates are mighty afraid of peaceful
gheraos and regard even ordinary processions of workers as
disturbances of law and order, and demand their suppression.
Why do they now justify the Shiva Sena? For the simple reason
that the violence in Bombay, they know, would not in the least
affect their class rule, nor undermine the stability of their regime.
They know it only destroys class unity and solidarity and for that
the price of a few buses burnt is worth paying. That is why they
Justify the Sena and slander the communists so that the game of
suppressing the workers can be continued.

The Maharashtra Government also does not lag behind 1n
playing this game of communist baiting. It has permitted
Thackerey, the Shiva Sena leader, to issue a statement from
prison in which Thackerey appeals to his saintks to restore peace
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and see that "at any cost our struggle should not be allowed to be
exploited by the communists”. The Maharashtra Government
seems to have lost all sense of shame in permitting Thackerey
to slander the communists in this way and escape his own
guilt. But then Naik’s Government has always been behind the
Shiva Sena giving every kind of encouragement for fanning
anti communism

After this orgy of violence, the big capitalists, the Shiva Sena
leader, and the Maharashtra Government all join with each n
screening the real culprits and spreading anti communist slander.
The democratic opposition 1n Parliament will be justified n
raising a demand for enquiry into the doings of the Maharashtra
Government vis-a vis the Shiva Sena.

The game of provocation does not end here. The ruling classes,
the vested interests, the big bourgeois Press and the Maharashtra
Government all are conspiring to boost Thackerey and his
organisation so that after his short detention he should have full
popularity to sway the people for anti-working class purposes.
The Press and the vested interests have been giving glowing
accounts of Shiva Sena activities and are urging the Central
Government to move on the border questton so that Thackerey’s
stock rises high. The Maharashtra Government 1s pressing for the
same so that 1t can share credit with 1ts partner. And opportunist
leaders of some of the Left parties are prepared to support this
fake border struggle as 1f 1t 1s a genume anti Congress democratic
struggle. It 1s by such manoeuvres and tactics that a weakening
ruling class builds 1ts own fascist army and 1t has been invariably
supported by all types of shady reformists

It is in this background that one must protest against the
shootings and beatings. Those who were shot dead were actuaily
lured to their death by the provocations of the ruling classes and
Sena leaders. They were the vicums of a double conspiracy.
Instead of dying in the battle for the liberation of their class they
fell victims to the conspiracy of the ruling classes. But the
shootings and misdeeds of the police do not alter the fact that the
Sena movement is a reactionary anti-working class movement
and the working class must be completely emancipated from 1t.
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The ruling classes of India are using every weapon to corrode the
consciousness of the working class; they are training its storm
troopers to suppress the working class. This is the truth that
emerges from the Bombay happenings and the communist baiting
that is officially sponsored subsequent to them.



Fratricidal Strife In Andhra—
Whom Does It Help?*

Press Statement Issued by M. Basavapunnaiah
Member, Polit Bureau, CPI(M) on February §, 1969

Piress statement on the disturbed sttuation in Andhra Pradesh by
Comrade M. Basavapunnaiah, Member. Polit Bureau of the
Communist Party of India (Marxist) on February 5, 1969:

The tragic developments leading to a sort of fratricidal war
between two sections of the Telugu people living in the two
regions of Andhra Pradesh, are extremely distressing and highly
disturbing. The manner in which the basest and meanest passions
are roused, the devastating forms of agitation and struggle chosen
for the redressal of the so called grievances on either side and the
diabolical exploitation of the young student community and its
impulsive emotional behaviour by the bourgeors landlord classes
for their selfish ends are simply shocking and disgusting. They
are reminiscent of mediaeval barbarism and are unheard of in the
annals of civilised nations and peoples Every decent man and
woman in Andhra Pradesh, no matter to which political party or
region he or she belongs, cannot but feel doubly ashamed of these
developments.

Such a fratricidal strife and violence to flare up after full
twenty two years of national independence under Congress rule,
and after twelve years of the formation of Andhra Pradesh speaks
volumes against the Congress party and its bankrupt policies. It is
a veritable indictment on the pattern of socio economic order the
Congress rulers are perpetuating and the reactionary hines on
which the ideological, cultural and educational activities are
guided and conducted under this misrule. The present agitation
of one people of a region in Telugu land versus the people of
another region has at its root the dangerous seed of murdering the

*Published in "PEQPLE’'S DEMQCRACY", Calcutta, February 16. 1969
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right of citizenship of one Telugu man by another Telugu man. Is
it not fantastic that such slogans are raised in an epoch when a
worldwide democratic agitation is on, including in our own
country, against the anti-immigration laws enacted by the British
Government in England? Are not the power mad Congress
leaders of both Telangana and Andhra regions to account for this
sad and disgraceful state of affairs? Is it not a more disruptive
slogan than the one raised by the Shiva Sena fanatics of
Maharashtra that “all non Maharashtra people should quit
Bombay™?

Let alone the apparent causes and reasons adduced for the
present fratricidal flare-up among the Telugu speaking people of
the two regions of Telangana and Andhra, it 1s strange and
monstrous that they are beguiled into belhieving in the absurd story
that their interests are hostile to each other and that they are
exploited by each other. Thus the naked and brutal truth of
exploitation of the landlords and the capitalists, the usurers and
the profiteers, the corrupt and the careerists is clean shielded. The
growing mass discontent and class antagonisms are deliberately
sought to be channelised into regional animosities, disrupting the
national unity of the Telugu speaking people. It is no secret that
this highly retrograde and dangerously disruptive agitation and
struggle 1s engineered, imtially by the self-seeking Congress
landlords of the Telangana region and subsequently taken up as a
retaliatory measure by some Congress and pro Congress elements
in the Andhra region.

In fact, this is not the first tme that different groups and
individual Congress leaders in Andhra Pradesh have been
resorting to the cynical exploitation of regionalism and casteism
whenever they found themselves frustrated in their careeristic
ambitions of climbing the ladder in the power politics of the
State. Who does not know the sad controversies of Circar districts
versus Rayalaseema, and Kamma versus Reddy, Kapu versus
Kshatriya and hke caste versus caste passions are worked up
frequently to exploit them for their self-seeking interests? Mulki
versus non Mulkt or Telangana versus Andhra is sought to be
made such a pawn here in the game of power politics.
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It is not to deny that on certain transitional occasions some
safeguards would be necessary to overcome the feelings of
backwardness and the complex of regional disparities and to
create a congenial atmosphere of real merger and oneness.

Here again it is the Congress Government, which had solemnly
pledged to implement some safeguards for Telangana, that is the
real culprit in sabotaging them. And yet the 1rony of the situation
is that the same Congress rulers make use of their own failure as
capital investment for fratricidal incitement while all the political
parties had to rush to reiterate that the safeguards provided 1n the
gentleman’s agreement should be respected and implemented to
save the situation.

It is not surprising, considering the treacherous class character
of the landed gentry, that they are up to such violations. Is it not
patently evident that several promises and pledges given to the
workers, peasants, middle classes and the people are constantly
betrayed by the Congress party in power? What happened to the
promise of land to the tiller, ceiling on landlords’ land, minimum
wages to agricultural labour, trade union rights for the industrial
workers and middle class employees and to the building up of a
welfare state? There has been nothing but outright betrayal of
every syllable of these promises. Such 1s the record of landlord-
bourgeoirs Congress rulers of the State. Then why pick out one
particular alleged betrayal and depict 1t as betrayal of the people
of one region by the people of another region and organise a
fratricidal strife and incite violence against each other? We
hold no brief for the betraying Congress leaders coming from
either region, we are for doing justice to the really aggrieved
and genuinely deserving. But may we ask the pretenders of
championing the Telangana people and their interests as to why
they are scrupulously silent about a thousand crore rupees worth
of plundered property by the Nizam dynasty and do not demand
its outnight expropriation and confiscation by the State, while
making undue fuss over the disbursement of thirty and odd crores
of rupees of the Telangana reserves? Why do they not utter a word
when State owned industries such as Sirpur Paper Mills, Alwyn
Metal Works, Rajahmundry Paper Mill, etc., are sold for a song to
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Big Business magnates like Birla? Why do they not raise a word
of protest against the inhuman explortation of the Telangana
peasants and workers by the landlords and capitalists—no matter
whether these exploiters are Telangana-born or non Telangana
born? It is not accidental that they do not do 1t. There is a cruel
class interest behind it, the class interest of the exploiting
landlords and the capitalists. Instead they present a totally false
picture, the picture that the people of one region are exploiting the
people of another region and thus thrive on the regional conflicts
and passions among the peoples, which they themselves had
engineered and roused.

Is it not atrocious to incite a student, who by accident of birth
belongs to one region against his counterpart from the other
region, telling him that his or her seat 1n a school or college is
insecure and his or her prospective job 1s 1n danger because of his
counterpart? The fact that under the present socio-economic
set up and the rule of the bourgeois-landlord classes, neither the
security of seats in schools and colleges for all students nor the
assurance of jobs for all those who seek them are realisable, is
clean covered up. The discontent is directed into disruptive
agitations and struggles which breed nothing but dangerous civil
strife and violence to the merriment of the exploiting ruling
classes who are out to exploit the situation to bolster up their
tottering hold.

It is a great pity that this cruel game of the bourgeois-landlord
politicians is not clearly understood by the people, and even some
of the democratic parties and groups often play into the hands of
reaction by opportunist pampernng of these so-called regional
movements under the false apprehension of losing the people to
the influence of Congress and other reactionary forces.
Experience during the last two decades clearly demonstrates that
when the Communist Party was strong and the democratic
movement was in its ascendancy in Andhra Pradesh, the
disruptrve game of the landlords to incite regional and communal
passions was successfully fought out and defeated on a number of
occasions. It is the weakness of the democratic movement
thanks to the Right revisionist and Left adventurist deviations n
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the communist movement and the consequent disruption caused
in the communist movement in Andhra, which alone had grown as
the only genuine and really powerful democratic opposition party
in Andhra Pradesh that has enabled the reactionary forces to
gain the upper hand, though momentarily, on the political scene
of the present Andhra Pradesh.

The Communist Party of India (Marxist), together with all the
other demociatic parties, groups and individuals in the State,
while fighting against all tendencies of regional aggrandisement
fanned by this or that bourgeois landlord group in the State, will
have to systematically expose the reactionary forces fanning the
flames of fratricidal war among the people of Andhra Pradesh and
liberate the students and other sections of the people from the evil
influence of regional and caste reaction.

The entire responsibility for the present estrangement of
relations between the people of the two regions must be squarely
placed on the shoulders of the Congress party and its State
Government which has unbroken monopoly of power during the
last twelve years after the formation of Visalaandhra. In this the
landlord gentry who donned Congress robes 1n both the regions
are equally guilty, and the apportioning of blame to one or the
other group of Congress leaders 1 a trick usually resorted to by
both as 1s the case when thieves fall out.

The democrauc forces should demand that the State
Government, nstead of relying on repressive measures against
the student community n either region, should book the real
culprits who, from behind the scenes, organise, finance and incite
the bestial regional agitations, violence and vandalism. The
failure on the part of the State Government to promptly put
down the present divisive and disruptive forces and ensure the
safety of the people and their peaceful occupations cannot but
lead to the complete undermining of people’s confidence in the
Government’s ability to maintain law and order in the State. The
Congress leaders who raise the bogey of the “break up of law and
order” in States under non Congress Governments like Kerala
should be ashamed of the deplorable conditions prevailing in
Andhra Pradesh.
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We appeal to the students and youth of Andhra Pradesh, and
to all the sections and individuals who are swayed into this
misguided movement of regional hatred and violence to coolly
think over the grave consequences of the present sad deve
lopments and choose the right path to redress the grievances, if
any. We also appeal to them to realise that a consistently
democratic and united movement of the workers, peasants,
students, youth and the middle classes, comprising both the
regions of Andhra Pradesh, alone is the surest guarantee for the
realisation of their just demands and for the redressal of their
legitimate grievances. Lastly, we wish to warn the entire people of
Andhra Pradesh, that these divisive regional movements would
destroy the organised democratic movements and play into the
hands of reaction and counter-revolution tf they are not nipped in
the bud, and healthy and progressive forces do not assert
themselves to fight back this menace.



On Shiv Sena Violence in Bombay

Resolution Adopted by the Polit Bureau
of the CPI(M)

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) condemns the orgy of violence
unleashed by the Shiv Sena leaders last week 1in Bombay during
the course of their so called "border” agijation. The police, which
had pampered the Shiv Sena openly and unscrupulously, shot and
killed more than fifty persons and injured hundreds. The P.B.
protests against this duplicity and is of the opimon that this
shedding of blood could have been avoided had the police
officials not directly encouraged the Shiv Sena violence which
has been going on for months 1n the city of Bombay.

The PB wishes to draw the attention of the democratic
movement to the sinister meaning of the emergence of
organizations hke the Shiv Sena on the Indian scene. The Shiv
Sena was formed with the open encouragement of a Congress
Home Minister of the Maharashtra Government who sull
continues to be a Minister 1n the Naik Government. Its avowed
aim was anti communism and 1t tned to gain sympathy of
sections of the people by raising Maharashtnan chauvinism
against the workers from Kerala, Tamilnadu and Karnataka,
holding them responsible for the growing unemployment in
Maharashtra. Soon attacks on minorities, their shops and
establishments, their hotels and hutments became a common
occurrence in Bombay with the police and the Maharashtra
Government doing nothing to check this violence. On the other
hand, official spokesmen and the police always exonerated the
Shiv Sena from all responsibility, thus building 1ts prestige. Soon

Published 1n "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY", Calcutta, February 23, 1969
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the Sena leaders came out in their true colours and started
attacking trade unions and the communists. Thackeray, 1ts leader,
declared publicly to be a follower of Hitler and preached murder
and violence towards communist leaders. Of late, he supplied
strike breakers to a number of employers.

During all these months Chavan, the Home Minister, who at
one time openly patronized the Shiv Sena paper, kept quiet and no
protest was lodged by the Central Government with the
Maharashtra Government against the gangsterism of the Sena.

The Maharashtra Congress Committee sympathized with the
Sena and it is known that it secretly supported the Sena in the
recent Corporation elections. The Bombay Congress Committee
used it in the last elections to terrorize the voters of Krishna
Menon. The big capitalists and the Swatantra Party openly
supported it as a counter weight against the working class
movement.

Thus, the Shiv Sena was being forged as a weapon of anti
communism, of fascism and was supported by all reactionaries.

The complicity of the Maharashtra Government in encouraging
its violence is easily seen from its failure to do anything against
its activities. Naik and his Ministers have done everything to
minimize and screen the recent acts of violence and done their
best to exonerate the Shiv Sena. Sri Naik's Government has
permitted the Sena leader Thackeray to issue a statement which
shamelessly attacks the communists for the violence and
bloodshed last week. This 1tself 1s enough to show the nterest of
the Maharashtra Government in exonerating the Sena and n
slandering the communist movement.

Equally revealing is the attitude of same of the big capitalists
of Bombay who have also exonerated the Sena and with
matchless unscrupulousness alleged that the Shiv Sena agitation
was "exploited” by the communists. Thus the whole game of
provocation is clear beyond doubt.

In this background it is nauseating to find some of the left
parties hike the PSP, SSP and the revisionists coming with the
calls of bandhs 1n collaboration with the Sena or supporting 1ts
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fake agitation on the border issue. It is thus that fascism is aided
and screened.

The Shiv Sena is being financed by reactionaries, supported by
them and patronized by the Maharashtra Government. It is an
instrument of attacking the working class and 1ts solidarity and its
ideology has to be unmasked. It has made the minorty, its special
target to get a base for its anti communism

The PB. warns all democratic parties against this organization
and calls upon them put up a united struggle to checkmate its
advance. The P.B appeals to the workers, middle class employees
and other sections of the toiling people to forge their unbreakable
unity to face and defeat this menace. It specially appeals to the
Maharashtrian workers and employees not to be musled into
internecine conflicts with non-Maharashtrian toilers but to build
the unity of all toiling people against Congress policies which
really cause unemployment. It sends its condolence to the
families of those killed and expresses its sympathy to those who
have suffered fiom the violence of this organization and demands
that the Maharashtra Government give them full compensation. It
also demands an enquiry into the responsibility of the
Maharashtra Government and the Bombay police in encouraging
the activities of the Shiv Sena.
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Why Deadlock in West Bengal?

Statement of West Bengal State Committee
of C.P.I.(M); issued on February 19, 1969
to Newspapers

The West Bengal State Committee of the Communist Party of

India (Marxist) has 1ssued the following statement to the Press on
February 19, 1969:

The West Bengal State Committee of the Communist Party of
India (Marxist) is extremely sorry to a week long bilateral talks
and discussions in the United Front meetings have not yet
succeeded in resolving the question connected with the formation
of the new United Front Ministry in the State. Considering the
legitimate anxiety and concern of the people of West Bengal over
this deadlock, the State Committee feels it its duty to place the
relevant facts before them so that the issues involved in the
deadlock might be clearly and correctly understood by one
and all.

First of all, the State Committee is constrained to observe that
some of the major constituents of the United Front who were
extremely sober, objective and realistic while assessing the
popular strength of the respective parties and allocating the seats
for contest, are, on the morrow of the resounding victory of the
United Front, allowing themselves to be swayed into
unreasonable and aggressive claims, the claims of leadership over
the legislative front and the post of Chief Ministership for a party.
commanding only thirty three member strength, disregarding the
party which exceeds eighty in number in the new legislature.

Mouves apart, such a demand and claim on the part of the
Bangla Congress leaders, that Sri Ajoy Mukherjee should be

Published in "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY". Calcutta, February 23. 1969
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accepted as the leader of the Front and as Chief Minister,
objectively, amounts to the flagrant demal of its due place and
role to the CPI(M), viewed from 1ts numerical strength in the new
legislature as well as the massive popular backing it secured at the
polls. No political party with a future and responsible to the
people can afford to stomach that unjust denial of its due share of
responstbility in the United Front Government without serious
protest and dissent.

It 1s equally amazing and even intriguing to find the Right
Communist Party, another big contingent in the United Front and
the new legislature, not only does fail to react sharply to such an
unjust demal to the CPI(M) and the aggressive claim of the
Bangla Congress leadership but also abets and encourages the
latter, as amply demonstrated during the week long parleys over
the issue. The people of West Bengal and the democratic forces
throughout the country owe an explanation from this party for this
strange behaviour.

The CPI(M), moved by intense desire to carry forward the
unity of the Front and guided by the sense of urgency to resolve
the unhappy deadlock over the issue, was prepared to accept the
compromise proposal put forth by the RSP, SSP and certain other
constituents of the Front, the proposal to concede the post of
leadership of the legislature front and Chief Ministership to the
nominee of the Bangla Congress while allotting the Home
portfolio including General Administration, to the nominee of the
CPI(M) and some other important portfolios that would enable 1t
to effectively discharge the role assigned by the electorate.

We regret that this accommodative and responsible gesture of
our Party is not being responded to by the leaders of the Bangla
Congress, while continuing to insist thewr unjust demand of not
only Chief Ministership for Sri Ajoy Mukherjee but also for
General Admimstration, full or partial, to be separated from the
Home and allotted to them. Such a demand and insistence on their
part, shorn of all niceties, in our opinion, 1s nothing but arbitrarily
relegating the CPI(M), the major and preponderant constituent of
the U.F. to a subordinate position. This neither tallhes with the
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realities nor is in consonance with the heavy responsibility thrust
on the shoulders of the CPI(M) by the electorate of West Bengal.

The public is fully aware of the fact that the CPI(M) was not
eager to join in State Ministries, where it was a minor force in the
people and the legislatures, even when ministerial posts were
offered. This political stand of our Party is guided by no other
important consideration than the capacity and ability of our Party
to play its due role in State's Government, as expected of by the
people. If for reasons inexplicable and understandable, our Party
is denied the opportunities to shoulder the due responsibility in
running the U.F. Government, it would be a serious error on 1ts
part to enter into such a Cabinet, from which it cannot discharge
its minimum duties to the workers, peasants and other middle
classes who have secured it the leading and preponderant position
in the new legislature.

Our Party considers that with the electoral victory only the first
stage of the fight agamnst the Congress is over. The pledges given
to the people have to be fulfilled and that will have to be done 1n
the teeth of opposition from the Congress Central Government
and the local vested interests. The division of ministertal
portfolios is therefore not division of spoils but of responsibulity
to carry on the struggle. That is why our Party 1s keen on a proper
distribution of ministenal portfolios.

We appeal to all the constituents of the U.E, in particular to the
leaders of the Bangla Congress, to appreciate our gesture of
giving up our legitimate claim to the Chief Ministership in favour
of Sri Ajoy Mukherjee, and abandon the attitude of unjustly
claiming the leadership of the new Government at the
expense of the CPI(M). We request other parties to persuade the
Bangla Congress to accept our proposal. We assure the people
that our Party is taking steps to resolve the deadlock and form
United Front Government to replace President's rule within the
next few days



Popular Mobilisation is Warning
to Congress

Editorial of "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY",
March 2, 1969

The unprecedented popular enthusiasm seen at the U.F. victory
rally on the Brigade Parade Ground on February 23 and at the
swearing in of the U.F. Ministry on February 25 expresses the
people's sense of triumph and victory, their sense of elation at
having thrown the Congress again out of office in the State after it
had crept back through the back door of President's rule.

In 1967 itself, in the Fourth General Elections, the people of
West Bengal had rejected the anti people, anti national policies of
the Congress. In the mid term election in 1969, they have not only
decisively reiterated this rejection of Congress policies, they have
also dealt a powerful blow to the Congress Centre which flouted
their verdict and toppled the U.F. Government. In this hour of
their great victory, when the people triumphantly took their
leaders back to Writers' Buildings, they were serving a warning
on the Congress leaders and foreign and Indian reaction of their
determination to defend their electoral verdict and carry 1t
forward against all conspiracies from whichever side they may
come.

The leaders of the U.F. Government have already told the
people that they will do their all to honour the great trust placed in
them. To fulfil this responsibility, the U.F. Government has to
proceed immediately to root out corruption in the administration,
curb the bureaucracy, restore democratic rights and civil liberties
and not only give the working people whatever relief 1s possible
but also educate them on the hmitations of the power of a State

This Editonial of "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY" 1s on the sigmficance of
Electoral victory of the United Front in 1969 mud term election i West
Bengal
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Government in the present set up and rally them 1n the pohtical
struggle against the Congress Centre for more powers for
the States.

Despite all the talk of the Congress and their hand made Press
that the Indian economy has turned the corner and is on the way to
recovery, the reality is that the basic factors which created the
crisis continue to operate and the economy remains crisis ridden.
The bourgeors landlord classes who wield the State power in the
country will continue their vicious attacks on the living and rights
of the working people and the U.F. Government, to protect them
and defend them from this offensive, will have to rely on
continuous mass mobilizations and struggles. Installing the
U.F. Government is not the end of the task but only the beginning
and the people have to be called to be ever vigilant and to carry
on their mobilizations and struggles with renewed vigour to win
their demands and to strengthen the hands of the
U.F. Government.

It is a heavy responsibility the people of West Bengal have
placed on the United Front and all its constituent parties. And it 18
on the question of how best these responsibilities can be fulfilled
that certain differences did arise initially among the parties of the
United Front. Happily these differences have been resolved but it
is necessary to remember them because they have valuable
lessons for the future.

The Communist Party of India (Marxist), basing itself on
a realistic estimate of the electoral verdict, with the expenence
of the functioning of the United Front Government last time
and the awareness that the defeated Congress and the vested
interests will not keep quite but be more active in hatching
one conspiracy after another against the U.E. Government and that
the bureaucracy would be one of the main weapons in their
hands, legitimately claimed that it should have the Chief
Ministership and certain of the important portfolios if the Party
and the United Front as a whole were to discharge the
responsibility the people had placed on them.

Clearly, the Congress Centre, the vested interests and the
bureaucracy did not want the CPI(M) to have this effective
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position. Even capital, organ of Big Business, in one of it
columns, revealed this truth: "The argument over Home 1n West
Bengal was apparently among contending political parties Was
it? Maulana Abul Kalam Azad has written how Sardar Patel and
Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan fought over Home and Finance in 1946 In
1969, in West Bengal, the fight seems not so much between
different parties. There 1s another hand behind 1t which would
rather keep the CPI(M) outside Home and Pohice ~o that certain
old and obnoxious practices may continue, with no respect to the
change of regime in Writers' Butldings” (A Diutchery’ Dianv.
Caputal, February 20). "The other hand behind " 1s none other
than the hand of the Congress, the vested interests and the
bureaucracy.

Instead of recognizing this reahty at the beginning 1selt and
conceding the CPI(M)'s legitimate claim, some parties of the
United Front began trotting out all and sundry arguments to deny
the CPI(M) 1ts rightful place. The argument was trotted out that
the electoral victory was that of the Umited Front as a whole and
not of any particular constituent party of the Front and ax such no
party can claim any special place. Further, it was argued thatat the
CPI(M) won so many seats and emerged as the single bigeest
party 1n the Assembly, 1t was because the U F had allowed at o
contest a larger number of scats These arguments forget the tact
that if the CPI(M) fought a Larger number of seats than the othet
parties of the U.F, it was not because of the hindness o
generosity of any other party, but because 1 the Foutth Geneal
Elections, the Party had established that it was the stongest ot the
U.F. parties among the people and it contested only those seats
which it had already proved its supetior suength. The CPLAD'S
strength in the U.F. and in the Assembly 1s not an accudent, s a
reflection of the popular support it has. The people have secn the
Party as the most consistent fighter against Congress policies and
hence the position they have accorded ta it. It s tor the sanw
reason that the Congress Centre and the vested intetests wanted to
keep the CPI(M) out of what was its legiumate due

Those parties of the United Front, fust and foremost among
them the Right Communists, who took up the stand ot opposing



46 Popular Mobilisation is Warning to Congress

the CPI(M)'s claim preferring a bourgeois democratic party to a
working class party in the leadership of the Front, were
unfortunately helping this very game. Later, they had to reckon
with political realities—and Press reports indicate that the Central
Secretariat of the Right Communist Party had to intervene to get
its West Bengal unit to change its earlier stand and the division
of portfolios went through without much difficulty.

Even now to the regret of all the parties in the United Front and
the people, the SSP has not joined the Ministry because its
demand for two full Cabinet members and an important portfolio
has not been fully met. The SSP, it is still hoped, will change this
stand and join the Cabinet.

It is true that the Cabinet has become too large. Considering the
needs of streamlining the administration, effecting economy in
the administration, ensure efficient functioning, etc., a more
compact team would have been better but the people in their hour
of rejoicing have reconciled themselves to the larger Cabinet.

It is necessary to remember all this because of the conspiracies
that will be hatched against the U.F. Ministry in the coming
period. With the massive victory of the United Front, the game of
buying a few traitors and toppling the Government will not work
this time. So the Congress leaders and reaction are searching in
other directions. Indications are there in plenty of the direction of
their search.

Union Home Mimister Chavan has already said enough in
Parliament. He asked the other parties of the U.F. why they were
rejoicing when the victory m West Bengal was of the CPI(M)
alone. The game is clear—drive a wedge between the CPI(M) and
other parties of the U.F. and thus try to disrupt the U F. itself. This
game should not be allowed to succeed and will not succeed. The
great victory in West Bengal is a victory of every constituent party
of the United Front. Every party in the U.F. is aware of this and
aware of the mandate of the people to strengthen the United Front
and its popular base and implement in all sincerity the agreed
32-point programme of the Front. And it is this awareness that
will foil the game of Chavan and others.
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Prime Minister Indira Gandhi has been assuring of the Centre's
co-operation with the new State Government. Even Big Business
in Calcutta is taking up the pose that it is reconciled to the U.F.
victory and recognizes political realities.

There is enough experience of these assurances of co-operation.
Comrade E.M.S. Namboodiripad has already related his
experience as Chief Minister of the Kerala U.F. Government.
Every assurance of co operation by the Congress Centre has been
accompanied by more impediments in the way of the UF
Government. The Centre has used food as a political weapon
against the UF, Government, there is discnmination in all
spheres, it has created difficulties in the way of the U.F
Government introducing land reforms even within the provisions
of the Constiution. And while the Prime Minister talks of co
operation, her Law Minister has made Kerala more or less his
headquarters to incite the people into violence against the U.E
Government 1n  the name of “collective self defence".
Simultaneously, the Congress party in the State, which has been
reduced to a microscopic minority of nine members in the
Assembly, has been given blessing to organize a "Day of
Betrayal"-—shades of the "liberation struggle”—on the occasion
of the anniversary of the UF. Government on March 6. Co-
operation indeed!

West Bengal also, during the nine months of the last UF
Government, had experience of this "co operation”. Food was
used here also as a political weapon and a false cry of law and
order in danger in the State was raised by the Prime Minister,
Deputy Prime Minister and the Home Mainister themselves. And
the culmination of this "co operation” was the illegal dismissal of
the West Bengal U.F. Government. Thus all talk of co operation
by Congress leaders at the Centre is meant only to hide the ugly
face of the vile machinations against the U.F. Government.

The U.F. cannot for a moment 1gnore these conspiracies, it
has to keep the people in vigilant readiness all the time to fight
them back.



48 Popular Mobilisation is Warning to Congress

There is no room for complacence because of the magnificent
electoral victory. The Communist Party of India (Marxist) has to
be always among the people to counteract Congress propaganda
and enlighten the people on all happenings to keep them in
readiness to fight back all attacks on the U.F. and its Government;
it has to undertake even more vigorously the work of building
mass organizations and strengthening them. There can be no
respite from organizing the masses if we look upon Parliament
and Ministries as instruments of bringing greater enlightenment
to the people and not of creating illusions about an easy painless
way to a new social order.
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On Developments in Pakistan

Statement of the Polit Bureau of CPI(M) Issued
on February 23, 1969

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) has
issued the following statement on February 23, 1969 on
developments in Pakistan:

The Communist Party of India (Marxist) greets the people of
Pakistan who have risen in revolt against the oppressive and
dictatortal regime of Ayub Khan and his mulitary junta. The
dramatic developments and rapidly unfolding events in that
country during the last few weeks make it abundantly clear that
the days of Ayub’s regime are numbered, and the stage is set for
ushering 1n a new era that ensures democratic rights and progress
for the people of Pakistan. The announcement of Ayub Khan that
he will not contest the next presidential election constituted a big
victory for the popular forces.

The landlord bourgeots regime of Ayub Khan, as was amply
demonstrated during the last few years and more, 1s a regime that
not only denied every democratic right and civil liberty to the
toiling workers, peasants and middle classes but a prison house
for the different nationalities and language groups, such as the
Bengalis, Baluchis, Sindhis, Pathans and others, denying them,
outright, equal status and rights in matters of language,
admunistration, economic development and cultural well being. It
also opened the country to exploitation by American capital.

The ever growing popular discontent was sought to be
channelized into national jingoism and unbridled chauvinism.
Discarding every trace of democracy and secularism and
preaching the hide-bound doctrine of Pan Islamism, the dominant
ruling clique of Pakistan was systematically fanning the flames of

Published in "PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY?", Calcutta, March 2, 1969
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hostility with the neighbouring Indian Union—a hostility that
comes very handy only for the exploiting impenalists and the
reactionary chauvinists in India who also raised anti-Pakistan
hatred to gain their class ends. Such a hostility and enmity
between the two peoples of India and Pakistan has immensely
harmed both and benefited none except the imperialists abroad
and big bourgeois-landlord reaction at home.

The CPI(M) appeals to the workers, peasants and all progres
sives of Pakistan to continue their popular struggle unrelentingly
until real and lasting democratic rights are wrung from the
unwilling hands of the ruling class. Further, it hopes that the
popular forces would be doubly vigilant against the conspiracies
of the careerist bourgeois-landlord politicians who attempt to
cash in on the popular discontent while cheating the people.

We are of the opinion that the present predicament of the
mulitary dictatorship in Pakistan has something to teach the
democratic forces 1n India and serves as a grave wamning to the
reactionaries who hob nob frequently with the ideas of mulitary
rule and dictatorship whenever they face the people’s challenge.
We earnestly hope that the struggle of the Pakistani people for
democracy would triumph and eagerly look forward to the day of
warm friendship and ftaternity between our two peoples in this
great Indian sub continent.
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CPI(M) Nails Down Congress
Responsibility for Bombay Violence

Statement Jointly issued by Maharashtra State
Committee and Bombay City Committee of CP1(M) on
Shiv Sena Violence Against Non-Maharastrians,
particularly South Indians

Statement by the Maharashtra and Bombay Committees of the
Communist Party of India (Marxist) on the events in Bombay:

A Joint meeting of the Secretariats of the Maharashtra State
and Bombay City Committees of the Communist Party of India
(Marxist) was held on February 16, 1969 to discuss the
disturbances in Bombay during the previous week.

At the outset, the meeting expressed profound grief over the
loss of several innocent lives as a result of indiscriminate firing
and stoning and paid homage to them.

The meeting extened its full sympathies to the hundreds of
small shopkeepers and hotel owners whose property has been
destroyed and looted during the disturbances.It demanded that the
State Government pay adequate compensation to the families of
the dead, to the injured and those who had suffered loss of |
property during the disturbances.

It drew attention to the fact that many innocent persons had also
been arrested along with the miscreants and demanded that such
persons be released forth with.

Maharashtra Government Responsible

The meeting held the Congress Government of Maharashtra
responstble  for the disturbances in the first place. Several
Congress Ministers and leading personalities of the Maharashtra
Pradesh Congress have since the very birth of the-Shiva Sermr e,
given protection and encouragement to the vigf€nt gognpaigwof . ) ‘\
hate and violence run by the organisatjgh against the non-" \ X
Mabharashtrian people, particularly the So fﬂdlané \)\’)( \ 3
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When the Sena announced 1ts plans to agitate over the Mysore-
Maharashtra border issue, its chief had given a public threat that
the situation would go beyond the control of the police. The
meaning of the threat was quite clear in view of the past of the
Shiva Sena. But the State Government, which is very quick 1n
resorting to repression against legitimate working class struggles,
sat quiet and went on appeasing the Shiva Sena bosses.

A pretext was given to them for starting the disturbances, no
preventive measures were taken when they broke out and when
the situation went beyond control, indiscriminate firing was
ordered. The Maharashtra Government cannot absolve itself of
its responsibility for the great loss of life and property this policy
has entailed.

A False & Mischievous Allegation

In order to divert the attention from 1ts own role and that of the
Shiva Sena in causing the riots, the Maharashtra Government,
making a departure from 1ts declared policy towards persons in
detention, allowed Sri Bal Thakar to issue a public Statement
from jail and gave him an opportunity to pose as a peace maker
and to make mendacious aspersions against the Communist party.

Immediately following this provocative act of the Government,
Sri Pratap Bhogilal, Naval of Tata and other spokesmen of Big
Business, which has all along partonized and financed the Shiva
Sena, came out with their statement raising the communist bogey
as usual to shield the role of Shiva Sena. The people of Bomaby
know very well how false these mischievous allegations are and
whose hand was behind the riots.

The Border Issue

The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M), while rejecting the Mahajan
Report, had unambigusly taken the principled stand that the
border issue should be solved on the basis of common language,
territorial contiguity and with village as the unit. The CPI(M) is
the only party to take such a principled and unifying position.

The Congress High Command is, however, adopting a policy of
delay and drift over this issue and aggravating it as a result of the
pulls and pressures from the vested interests in its own party in
both the States. In fact, the rulers in both States are trying to
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strengthen their respective position in the bargaining at Delhi by
rousing passions of the people and provoking violent
disturbances, big and small, in their own States. The democratic
movement has to defeat this divisive game, guard the unity of the
democratic people and on that basis, settle this issue.

When, 1n this situation, the leaders of the Shiva Sena, whose
main job since its inspection has been to forment hatred against
minorities in Bombay City, called for a struggle on the border
issue, the democratic and left parties in Maharashtra should have
seen th danger inherent in it. Instead the leaders of the peasants'
and Workers' Partry and the Samyukta Socialist Party extended a
hand of cooperation to the Sena, and the Right Communists and
SSP gave a call for strike at the hieght of the disturbances when
the edge of the violent outbursts was directed against the
linguistic minorities in the City. These policies were wrong and
harmful to the cause of the democratic movement.

It 1s a dangerous illusion to think that the border issue can be
settled by allving and cooperating with the Shiva Sena which has
a programme of unashamed praise of big capitalists, virulent
opposition to the militant labour movement, strike-breaking and
harted of working people speaking a different language. Such a
policy will only lead to setbacks for the democratic and sociahst
forces.

Uphold Democratic Unity

The growing crisis 1n the country, the acute problems facing the
people have led to the feeling of frustration and unrest,
particularly among the student and youth sections. If the
progressive forces fail to give them a proper direction, the
reactionary forces will divert their current into the harmful
channels of linguistic, communal or regional animosity. This is
the lesson of the happenings in Telangana, Andhra, Bombay and
other places. Let not the left and democratic forces in Maharashtra
ignore this lesson.

Our Party pays its tribute to the working class of the City which
refused to be carried away by the extremely provocative situation
in the City and kept the muiils and factories working even ignoring
the ill advised call of some of its leaders.
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It is the firm belief of our Party that all 1ssues facing the people
must be dealt with within the frame work of the unity of the
democratic struggle of the toiling masses of India. A real solution
to the border problem can be found only in this fashion. The
Marathi people are faced with many other burning problems
today.

Our party appeals to all democratic parties, groups and
individuals on this occasion, not to fall prey to the disruptive
game of the pro-capitalist reactionary forces, but to forge ahead
on the road of unity and struggle in the fight against the unjust and
antipeople policies of the ruling classes.

The Communist Party of India (Marxist) demands an impartial

enquiry into the events that took place in Bombay during last
week.
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Tripura State Committee of
CPI(M) Calls for United Action
Against Government Policies

The Tripura State Committee of the Conununist Party of India
(Marxist) met on February 25 and 26, 1969, ar Harjov
Choudhuripara, Sadar, and reviewed the present economic and
political situation in Tripura and chalked out an immedate
programme of action. Important leaders of the Committee were
detained by the Congress Government for a year and were
released only recently.

The Committee noted that the Congress Government in
Tripura had completely failed to tackle every single problem of
Tripura. During recent years, even their own spokesmen have
confessed that the food deficit has increased, the number of
educated unemployed has exceeded 18,000. As 75 per cent of the
family budget goes to purchase food, people can hardly manage
to purchase other essential commodities. As a result of this,
traders and other sections of the community are n the grip of a
deepening crisis.

While the cost of living 1s on the increase, there 1s no
corresponding rise in the wages of the workers and employees.
Annual visttations of flood and drought and absence of adequate
financial resourses have brought the agriculturists on the verge of
ruin, as evidenced 1n the fall of production. The cottage and small
industries have mostly closed down, particularly those started by
Government run co operative societies in refugee colonies.

It 1s in this economic background that new refugees continue to
enter Tripura. According to a statement made on the floor of the
Tripura Assembly, during 1964 68, 30,700 refugees entered

Published in "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY". Calcutta, March 9. 1969
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Tripura every year. But this figure is a gross underestimation.
The Chief Minister himself admitted that the Government did not
keep any record of those refugees who enter Tripura through
unscheduled routes and refused to register therr names as
displaced persons.

This continued influx of refugees is intensifying the crisis in
Tripura more and more every day. Not only the food crisis
becomes acuter and the army of the unemployed is increasing, it
offers the Government an opportunity to use the new DPs against
the local people, to use the vested interests against the weaker
sections of the population, particularly against the tribals.

The State Committee is worried to note that the Central
Government is not taking the responsibility of solving the
problems created by this continued influx of DPs. With East
Pakistan almost on all sides, with no easy communication
facilities, Tripura has no industries worth the name to provide
jobs to the DPs. The land 1n Tripura is mostly tilla, 60 per cent
included in Reserve Forests. The landless tribals, jumias and the
old DPs, numbering about six lakhs, remain to be rehabilitated.
To expect that the problems of land and job can be solved at the
cost of the weaker sections of the community, 1s to divert the
attention of the democratic masses and to shirk official
responsibility.

The failure of the Central Government can be seen in not
meeting the food deficit of the State and supplying essential
commodities at subsidized rates in not taking up construction of
railways at least up to Agartala, in not building up medium sized
industries, in not adopting adequate flood protection measures
and irrigation schemes, in not granting doles to the DPs and the
unemployed, in not rehabilitating the landless and the jumias, and
in not safeguarding the legitimate and constitutional rights of the
tribal minorities.

The role of the Congress Government in Tripura has been
found most shameful. Instead of asking the Central Government
for more food at subsidized rate, they have started seizing
foodgrains from the poorer sections of the agriculturists. They
have raised the price of ration to a blackmarket price level.
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Instead of giving doles to DPs or sending them outside Tripura
for rehabilitation, they are using these poor people against the
tribal minorities. Instead of giving relief to the distressed, they
are issuing certificate to collect arrear revenues, accumulated at
an enhanced rate. Instead of rehabilitating of the landless,
eviction of agriculturists 1s being encouraged. Instead of asking
for a full-fledged Legislative Assembly, they are depending on
the corrupt bureaucracy. Instead of using the Preventive
Detention Act against hoarders, blackmarketeers, anti social
elements, they are keeping the leaders of the democratic
movement in jail without trial. They have reduced Tripura into a
police state, killing students, jumia mothers and agriculturists, the
latest victim being a poor agriculturist of Sonaimukhi, who
refused to part with foodgrains.

The State Committee is of the firm opinion that only if the
democratic parties, mass organizations and individuals unite, the
Central Government can be forced to take up its responsibilities
in solving Tripura’s vital problems and the Tripura Government’s
ant1 people policies could be foiled and defeated.

It 1s with this aim that the State Committee has called upon all
democratic parties, mass organizations and individuals and the
students and youth n particular, to unite on a common platform
and rally the masses on the demands which should include.

(a) Central Government must take up full responsibility to
meet the food deficit of Tripura and supply full ration and
essential commodities at a subsidized rate There must be
no procurement from agriculturists with less than one
drone of nal land.

(b) Construction of raillways (at least up to Agartala) and
starting of medium-sized industries must be included in
the 1969-70 Budget of the Central Government.

(c) Adequate irmgation and flood protection measures must be
adopted and more financial assistance must be given to
agricultunsts.

(d) All DPs must be registered. Pending their rehabilitation
outside Tripura, they must be given doles.

(e) All unemployed must be given either jobs or doles.
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(f) All landless agriculturists and jumias must be rehabilitatec
and all types of evictions stopped.

(g) Wages of workers and employees must be increased; it
must be brought at least at par with West Bengal wherever
it is less.

(h) There must be more educational facilities to students,
in matter of admission, boarding, book grant, tuition
fees, etc.

(i) All arrear revenues must be cancelled, and collection of
Government agricultural loans, dadans, etc., suspended.

(j) The rights of the tribal minorities, including their
constitutional rights, must be safeguarded.

(k) The legislature must have full powers as in other States.

() All political detenus must be released. There must be a
judicial enquiry into the firing at Sonaimukhi. '

The State Committee insists that so long as this mmnimum
programme is not fully implemented, the Central Government
must feed Tripura at subsidized rates, supply essential
commodities at subsidized rates and give doles to DPs,
unemployed and to the distressed starving people.

In a separate resolution, the State Commttee extended its
heartiest greetings to the democratic masses of West Bengal for
routing the Congress in the mid-term election and crowning the
United Front with victory with the Communist Party of India
(Marxist) as its leading partner. While wishing them new
victories every day in their struggles against all machinations of
reactionaries, particularly at the Centre, the Committee pledged
its fighting solidarity with them.

The State Committee adopted certain organizational steps to
strengthen the Party and mass organizations. These steps included
renewal of Party membership, reorganization of Party units in the
southern sub-divisions, collection of Rs. 15,000 for the Special
Party Fund, etc. The Committee elected a Secretariat with
Comrade Nripen Chakrabartt as Secretary.

The State Committee condemned the vindictive attitude
of the Tripura Government which still keeps in detention
in the Presidency Jail, Calcutta, Comrades Binoy Deb Barma,
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Bijoy Deb Barma and Naresh Ghosh, and at Agartala Central Jail
Comrade Ratajee Deb Barma and denied to them even such
human treatment as family allowance, etc. The Committee
demanded their immediate release.

The meeting of the State Committee was attended by Comrade
Promod Das Gupta, member of the Polit Bureau of the CPI

(Marxist).



13

Communique of West Bengal
State Committee of CPI(M) on
Formation of Ministry of
United Front

The West Bengal State Committee of the Communist Party of
India (Marxist) after its meeting on February 16, 1969, has
issued the following communique:

The West Bengal State Commuttee of the Communist Party of
India (Marxist) congratulates the people of our State for the
crushing defeat that they have inflicted on the Congress and for
ensuring massive victory for the United Front in the mid term
election.

The State Committee is fully conscious of the heavier and
greater responsibility that the people have placed on our Party by
voting it to be the first Party in the Assembly.

The victory in the election is a victory of the fighting people
against the foul machinations of the Congress and the Central
Government. The massive success of the United Front and the far
stronger position of our Party in the United Front vindicate the
policies pursued by our Party in forging and strengthening the
fighting unity of the United Front. The State Committee pledges
to the people that our Party will spare no efforts to honour the
trust placed on it by the people.

Dharam Vira Must Go*

The role played by the Governor and the Central Congress
Government has been squarely condemned by the people. In such

Published tin "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY?", Calcutta, February 23, 1969

*Shr Dharima Veera was Governor ot West Bengal when the First Untted
Front Government ot West Bengal was toppled 1n 1967 and a puppet minority
Government was nstalled in 1ts place as a part of Congress consprracy
engineered by Shri Dharma Veera,
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a situation the least that is required is that the Governor should be
immediately removed from the State. No normal relation can be
established between the present Govermnor and the new U.F.
Ministry.

The State Committee takes strong exception to the reported
remarks of the Prime Minister about the patriotic bona fides of the
United Front. It is too much for the leader of a party which is
mortgaging our country to the U.S. impernalists to teach the U.F.
about patriotic duties.

The State Commuttee warns the people that the vested interests,
reactionary forces and the Central Government will not accept the
prople's verdict lying down. They will hatch one consptracy after
another against the proper functioning of the U.F. Government.
The State Commuttee calls upon the people to strengthen their
unity and carry forward their struggle in the new situation.

The immediate task before the constituents of the U.F. is the
formation of the Ministry. The State Committee heard reports
about the views of different parties regarding the leadership and
composition of the Ministry. The Committee 1s confident that the
differences 1n this respect will soon be resolved keeping in views
the nature of people's verdict.

Legitimate Claim

The Commuttee fully agrees with the statement of the Polit
Bureau about the legitimate claim of our Party to head the U.F.
Government. The claim emanates from the verdict of the people.
The election results show that the people have not only ensured
massive victory for the U.F, but they have also changed the
correlation of forces within the U.F. The people have placed far
greater responsibility on our Party and our Party must be in a
position to discharge this responsibihty. Hence, there can be no
talk of any status quo.

To talk of maintaining status quo means refusal to honour the
people's verdict and as such is not helpful to the strengthening of
the U.F. To carry on the responsibility given by the people 1t is
natural that the major party should head the Government as well
as several important departments.
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The U.F. is not a party but a combination of parties for common
work. No question of personal prestige should be raised to deny
leading position in the Government to the party whom the people
have placed in such position. The State Committee cannot
appreciate the attitude expressed by the Bangla Congress that
their leader Sri Ajoy Kumar Mukherjee cannot be a member in a
Cabinet headed by the leader of the CPI(M). Such an attitude is
not conducive to the unity of the U.F.

Our Party has placed our proposal to the constituents of the
U.F. The State Committee, however, takes note that no alternate
proposal has come to us whereby our Party can effectively
discharge the responsibility that have been placed by the people
on us.

Issues Concern The People

Questions are being raised about the propriety of taking the
issues under discussion to the people. Our State Committee is of
the opinion that the issues do concern the people and they cannot
be kept in the dark. The history of the last two years shows that it
is the people who by the timely intervention have solved many
problems that came before the U.F. and forged the unity of all its
constituents.

The State Committee is confident that the U.F. will be able to
overcome the difficulties very soon and will carry forward the
people's mandate.
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On The Fratricidal Strife in
Andhra Pradesh

Resolution of the Polit Bureau of CPI(M)

It 1s by row more than a month since the State of Andhra Pradesh
has been involved n fratricidal strife and violence between the
people inhabiting the two regions of Telangana and Andhra—
thanks to the gangster politics of the decadent bourgeois landlord
classes and the leadership provided by them to this dangerous
game of dividing the Telugu-speaking people on a regional basis
and disrupting the democratic unity of the people.

Schools and Colleges in the entire State remain closed for a
fortnight and one does not know when normalcy will return and
the educational institutions begin to actually function. The panic-
stricken State Government, on finding that the police lathi-
charges, teargas shelling and shooting had not succeeded n
controlling the situation, summoned the mulitary to man the vital
centres of the State. In a word, the law and order which the
Congress leaders pretend to uphold at all costs has virtually
broken in a wide area throughout the State, and yet no real ring
leaders and actual inciters of this violence are booked while
hundreds of students and so called anti social elements are
arrested. Around ten lives, mostly of students, were lost due to
police firing, besides the ghastily death of the deputy surveyor,
who succumbed to burns after hooligans poured petrol over him
and set fire to him in Nalgonda town.

Some of the top disgruntled Congress leaders coming from
Telangana, seizing upon certain lapses and shortcomings n the
implementation of the safeguards assured by the so-called

Published n  "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY” Calcutta, February 23, 1969
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Gentleman's Agreement arrived at between the Congress leaders
of the Andhra and Telangana regions, have ignited the present
fratricidal conflict through their inciting statements, speeches and
utterances. A dangerous anti Andhra movement 1s unleashed
under the demagogic slogans of 'defence of Telangana safeguards'
and "separate Telangana State" which culminated in the
organiziag of a series of pogroms against the people of Andhra
origin residing in Telangana towns and villages. Looting of shops
and business establishments, assault on individuals and famulies,
threatening of students and middle class employees, etc., has
assumed serious dimensions. Road and rail communications were
virtually paralysed for two weeks between the two regions.
Thousands of students,Government employees, agriculturists and
businessmen of Andhra origin had to literally flee Telangana in
face of this violence and threats of violence. Retaliatory
agitations and protest actions in the Andhra region followed,
which again were seized upon by some local Congress leaders to
whip up anti Telangana feelings and even indulging in the
intimidation of certain individuals and groups of Telangana origin
in several places, and raising the slogan of separate Andhra State.

It is highly distressing and extremely disturbing to witness that
the State of Andhra Pradesh. which was carved out after prolonged
and bitter struggle by the democratic forces in the teeth of
opposition by several of the present Congress leaders of the State
as well as the Central Congress leaders, after twelve years of
unbroken rule of the Congress, is plunged into the present sad and
deplorable plight, of worst regionalism and disruption. The entire
responsibility for this disruption squarely rests on the State
Congress leaders and their reactionary pro. landlord and pro Big
Business policies.

One is at a loss to know as to why the State Congress leaders
who were a party to the solemn Gentlemen's Agreement of 1956,
had permitted the lapses and shortcomings in its implementation
during the last 12 years, and as to why the Congress leaders of the
Telangana region were sleeping over these lapses while a regional
committee, comprising of the Telangana MLAs was constituted
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and functioned for this specific purpose. They owe an explanation
to the public.

It becomes evident that the bourgeois landlord leaders of both
the regions were, all the while, content and greatly concerned
with the division of spoils of the State Governmental power and
distribution of Cabinet portfolios, and were least bothered about
etther the welfare of the common people of the entire Andhra
Pradesh or about the honest implementation of the 'safeguards’
assured to the Telangana people. Both these leaders are mainly
engaged 1 the disruption and suppression of the strong
democratic movement in Andhra Pradesh, and in undoing the
gains of the peasantry achieved in the cause of the heroic
Telangana struggle against feudalism and for the formation of
Visalaandhra. Having succeeded 1n this reactionary attempt in
some measure, a section of the big landlord leaders who nourish
the grievance of denying them their share of ministerial portfolios
have embarked upon fanning the flames of regionalism and
separatism, in a deliberate attempt to divert the growing mass
discontent against the Congress policies into fratricidal strife
among the people of the two regions. Suffering students due to
totally inadequate educational facilities in schools and colleges,
the increasing number of educated unemployed who see no
prospect of their gamnful employment, and the discontented
middle classes whose lot 1s daily deteriorating all are incited
with the mischievous propaganda that it was all due to the so
called 'Andhra’ dominatuon and demal of due share to the people
of Telangana region. Thus the real and basic causes for the sad
and deplorable conditions, causes which are to be directly traced
to the reactionary class policies of the Congress Government, are
sought to be screened and shielded.

The criminal manner 1n which the decadent bourgeois-landlord
Congress leaders are indulging in these and similar heinous
activities of rousing bestial passions of casteism, regionalhism,
parochialism, and national chauvinism in several States all over
the country, i1s a grave menace and a serious warning to every
democratic and progressive-minded man and woman 1n India.
The dastardly attacks on the non Maharashtnan residents of
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Bombay, particularly on South Indians by the fascist-like Shiv
Sena leaders, the riots and lootings organized against the
Rajasthanis and hate campaign worked against the Bengalis by
the Assam chauvinists through the 'Lachchit Sena', the anti-
Andhra hysteria worked up in and around Berhampore in Orissa,
and anti-Andhra hate campaign and riots organized in the
Telangana region—all belong to the same category. In all this
there is a direct hand of one section of the Congress leaders or the
other, and established complicity of the Congress Governments at
the States as well as the Centre. Several of these dangerously
disruptive movements, it seems, are not only financed by certain
big landlords an big business circles but also foreign agencies like
the American CIA. Thus the crisis-ridden bourgeois-landlord
classes are resorting to the whipping up of diverse divisive and
reactionary agitations and movements. If they are allowed to
grow at the rate they are developing at the present, they pose a
very grave threat to the democratic movements and the very unity
of the Indian Union and the different peoples who constitute it
and open the gates for the rise of dark reaction at home and to
tmperialists from abroad.

The Polit Bureau while appreciating the anxiety of the
signatories of the all-political parties meet, convened by the
Chief Minister, to assure the people of the Telangana region of
truthfully implementing the 'safeguards’ and thus to restore peace
and unity amomg the people in Andhra Pradesh, cannot subscribe
to the totally erroneous idea of transferring ‘the employees of
Andhra origin to the Andhra region. Such a step, instead of
providing Government employment to the deserved as per the
stipulations of the Telangana safeguards, introduces a vicious
principle of denying employment rights to the people of one
region in another region of the same State. It erects walls of hatred
between the two sections of the people living in two regions and
hinders the growth of unity and integration of the Telugu
speaking people. It only provides grist to the mill of certain
misguided ' Andhra’ enthusiasts to rouse anti-Telangana feelings
among the people of the Andhra region. In fact, the experience
during the last three weeks, after the all-party statement is signed,
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clearly demonstrates that this idea of transferring the four
thousand and odd employees to the Andhra region was ill-
conceived, and only invited new troubles instead of ensuring the
employment of the required numbers of Telangana origin as
assured by the all-parties statement.

The Polit Bureau demands that the State Congress
Governnment of Andhra Pradesh take immediately all the
necessary measures to rectify the lapses and mistakes that had
occurred 1n the implementation of Telangana safeguards. It also
demands that the Chief Minister place before the public all facts
about the real organizers, leaders and brains behind this fratricidal
strife and violence and punish them for the crimes, instead of his
vague and dubious references, repeatedly made, about these
forces. It demands that the Government should compensate the
losses incurred by the people during these violent disturbances.
Since it is the Government that is responsible for creating fertile
ground for these regtonal animosities and the failure to offer
prompt and timely protection to the needy. Finally, the State
Government should ensure the safety of the people and their
peaceful occupations—no matter in which part of the State
such scare, born out of regional passions prevails, hindering the
normal life of workers, peasants, students, businessmen
and employees.

The Polit Bureau conveys its deep felt condolences to all those
families whose innocent youngsters have fallen victims to the
police and military firings, and demand the release of all students
arrested and withdraw the cases launched against them. It appeals
to the student and youth of both the regions to realize that their
just grievances of inadequate educational facilittes and
employment opportunities cannot be redressed by fratricidal
strife and violence between the Telugu people of the two regions,
and it would be a grave folly to fall into the trap of self-seeking
bourgeois-landlord politicians who are out to exploit the student
and youth discontent for their nefarious ends of careerism and
class aggrandisement. It is completely convinced that the acute
discontent prevailing and the serious problems the different
oppressed sections of people of Andhra Pradesh are plagued with
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today, cannot be resolved except by inflicting a total defeat on
the Congress Government and its pro landlord and pro Big
Business policies through the united, powerful and democratic
movement of workers, peasants, youth and middle classes. The
toiling people of Andhra Pradesh should always remember that
such fratricidal strifes are directed to break their unity for struggle
against the anti people policies of the Congress. We appeal to all
democratic parties, groups and individuals in Andhra Pradesh to
rise to the occasion and rescue the people from the clutches of
bourgeois-landlord Congress politicians and their pernicious
game of fanning fratricidal strife and violence among the proud
people of Andhra Pradesh.
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Dange Misrepresents Facts

E.M.S. Namboodiripad issued the statement to
Press in Calcutta on March 15, 1969

Comrade E.M.S. Namboodiripad has issued the following
statement to the Press in Calcutta on March 15, 1969:

My attention has been drawn to a new item in The Statesman
(March 11) which says that Sri S. A. Dange in the course of some
talks "referred to the Kerala Chief Minister not being able to
'discipline his Labour Minister' who submitted a memorandum to
the National Commission of Labour against the majority opinion
in the Cabinet.”

This 1s a total misrepresentation of the actual situation. The fact
is that the Labour Minister of Kerala had already written to the
Chairman of the Commission stating that the memorandum
submutted earlier by the State's Labour Department should not be
taken as the view of the State Government and that the State
Government was preparing a Labour Policy Statement which
would be forwarded to the Commission as soon as it was ready.

The Labour Minister has already received a reply from the
Chairman of the National Commission on Labour requesting him
to send the State Government's Policy Statement quickly.

When this is the actual situation, it is difficult to understand
why Sri Dange goes on saying things that have nothing to do with
the reality and truth.

Published in "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY?", Calcutta, March 23, 1969
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Polit Bureau Reviews Political
Situation

The Polit Bureau of the Communist Party of India (Marxist), after
its three day session from March 13 to 15, 1969, has issued the
following Press Communique:

The Polit Bureau condemns the action of the West Bengal
Governor, Mr. Dharma Vira, who deliberately flouted his
constitutional duties by refusing to read certain passages from the
text of speech prepared by the Council of Ministers. This action of
the Governor not only conflicts with the democratic conventions
and the established practice, so far set-up under the present Indian
Constitution, but constitutes a flagrant attempt on the part of the
Central Congress Government to openly subvert the authority of
the elected legislatures and assert the supremacy of the
nominated Governors' institution.

Rally to Struggle Against Centre

It is obvious that such an audacious step on the part of the
appointed Governor is inconceivable except with the approval of
the Central Congress authorities at Delhi. The refusal to
immediately transfer the discredited Governor following the
electoral verdict of the people of West Bengal, and his unashamed
defence put up in Parliament by the Home Minister, Mr. Chavan,
go to establish complicity of the Central Congress Government in
this sordid game.

Further, this entire episode and the manner in which the Central
Home Minstry is dealing with it make it abundantly clear that the

Published 1n "PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY?", Calcutta, March 23, 1969
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repeated offers of the Central Congress leaders for working for
amicable Centre-State relations are only intended to put the
democratic forces off their guard and deceive the gullible. The
Polit Bureau is confident that the struggle the people of West
Bengal have launched against the Central Congress Government
in defence of the democratic rnights of the people and elected
legislatures would be pursued with vigour and tenacity, and the
democratic forces of the entire country would join with them to
defeat the sordid game of the Central Government.

The Polit Bureau demands the immediate recall of the
Governor of West Bengal who has violated the Constitution on
several occasions to further the gains of the Congress Party.

Foil Reaction's Game

The Polit Bureau takes serious note of the recent riots in certain
places in West Bengal which followed immediately after the U.F.
Ministry assumed charge of the administration. Once again the
reactionary vested interests and Congress circles are busy with
their nefarious game to discredit the U.F. Ministry. In their
unscrupulous politics they do not shrink from shedding innocent
blood and sowing distrust and hatred among different sections of
the people.

The Polit Bureau congratulates the people on their vigilance
and the parties of the United Front on their initiative in countering
the menace by exposing and 1solating the reactionaries.

Extremists' Gangsterism

The Polit Bureau strongly condemns the gangster methods
adopted by certain adventurist elements described as Naxalites.
These elements, exploiting their connections with gertain sections
of students are deliberately creating a violent situation. They are
fully aided by the organization of Congress students as was seen
in the recent happenings in the Calcutta University campus. These
adventurist elements more and more reveal themselves as
outright reactionartes, acting as agents of the Congress against the
democratic forces; devoid of progressive pohitics the leaders
have degenerated into anarchist goonda gangs. Their main object
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of attack is the democratic movement and specially our Party. It is
for the student community to isolate and expose them.

The Economic Crisis

The Polit Bureau is of the considered opinion that the economic
crisis imposed on the country by the anti-people class policies
of the Congress Government, shows no signs of any amelioration
or easing as the Central Government's leaders proclaim, but it is
further deepening. The economic upheavals and the monetary
crisis that have gripped the major capitalist Powers belie
the fond hopes of the big bourgeois rulers that foreign impenalist
aid would come to their rescue to overcome the country's
€CONOMIC Crisis.

The Central Budget presented to Parliament, the budgets of the
State Governments, the Economic Survey released by the Central
Finance Ministry and the discusstons that are going on in
Parliament reveal the utter hollowness of the claims of the
Congress leaders. They cannot shield the mounting attacks that
the Congress Government is stepping up on the livelihood of the
common people, inviting increasing resistance and bitter
struggles from them. Deficit financing, inflation, rocketting rise
of prices and oppressive tax imposts on the common people
continue unabated, and the plundering profits of Big Business and
their foreign collaborators are ensured.

These bankrupt, anti1 people policies that had led to the
economic crisis, in turn ushered in a political crisis tn the country,
as noted by our Party as early as the first quarter of the year 1967

Political Crisis Accentuated

The perpetuation of the same policies by the Central Congress
Government during the last two years and the heavy defeats the
ruling Congress Party suffered in the recent mid term elections
have further accentuated the political crisis. The convulsions
experienced by the Congress Party constitute a further
manifestation of this deepening crisis. The growing cry in the
country for the curbing of the monopolies and their high profits
and the manner in which the Birlas' dirty deals are sought to be
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hushed up by the Deputy Prime Minister, Morarji Desai, the
unashamed attempts at silencing the dissenting voices in the
Congress Party with the threats of disciplinary actions, the
opportunist deal entered into by the Congress Party in Bihar with
the Janata Party of the notorious Raja of Ramgarh, the open
advocacy by some top Congress leaders and Big Business-
controlled Press of a Congress Swatantra Jana Sangh line-up to
stabilize the rule of reaction in the country, and the disintegration
and decomposition that have set in the ruling Congress Party at all
levels—all these go to underline the same.

The Polit Bureau hopes that all democratic parties and forces in
the country would discard complacency and awaken to the
urgency of the situation and be prepared to accept the challenge
that is frontally confronting them. It assures that the CPI(M)
would strive to discharge its due share of responsibility in this
struggle and not shirk any sacrifices demanded of it.

Growing Menace To Democracy

In this connection, the Polit Bureau notes with grave concern
the developments in Andhra Pradesh, Bombay and several
other places where the growing mass discontent is sought to be
cynically exploited by the different vested interests for the
disruption of the class organisations and mass democratic
movements, and how the weakness of the democratic forces
and their disunity are preventing them from giving a crushing
defeat to these forces of dark reaction and counter revolution.
These distressing developments, once again, demonstrate the
utter bankruptcy of the Congress Party and its decay. Drawing on
the rich experiences of the united democratic movements of
Kerala and West Bengal and relying on thewr strength and
inspiration the CPI(M) would exert its utmost to overcome this
weakness and to fight back the growing menace of reaction and
counter-revolution.

Lessons of Pakistan

The events in Pakistan have blown up the myth of military rule
and its invincibility; they have blown up the crazy dreams of
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setting up a unitary Centre in the name of Islamic unity in utter
disregard of its multi national character; and they are
demonstrating that the chauvinist anti-Indian frenzy cannot, for
long, be relied upon by the reactionary classes to prevent their
destined doom. They also utter a warning to certain reactionary
circles in India who dream of dissolving the federal structure and
establishing a unitary state with a military dictatorship at the
Centre. The Pakistan developments reveal that neither military
dictatorship nor raising of national frenzy against a neighbouring
natien will save reaction when the people are on the march.
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Review of Post-Election Situation
in West Bengal: 1969*

West Bengal State Committee of CPI(M)
Reviews the Situation

The West Bengal State Committee of the Communist Party of
India (Marxist) met from March 10 to 12, 1969, under the
chairmanship of Comrade Kamal Sarkar.

At the very outset the Committee adopted a resolution
expressing solidarity with the people of Pakistan, who are waging
a glorious struggle against the dictatorial regime of Ayub Khan.
The Committee sent its fraternal greetings to the fighting
workers, kisans, students and other toiling people of Pakistan who
are winning one victory after another against the autocratic rulers
of Pakistan and expressed full confidence that the people of
Pakistan will succeed in establishing democracy there.

Review of Election Campaign

The State Commuttee heard the preliminary review reports of
the election campaign of the districts from the members and
authorized the Secretariat of the State Commuttee to draft an
election review on the basis of the various sigmficant features of
the mid-term electton 1n West Bengal, as revealed from the
district reports. The reports revealed one common feature—that
the agricultural labour and poor peasants, non-Bengali workers,
and Muslim masses have in a big way swung towards the U.F,,
specially to the CPI(M).

After Comrade Jyoti Basu reported on the formation of the
Ministry and on the working of the United Front, Comrade
Promod Dasgupta, secretary of the Committee, explained the

*Pyublished in "PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY", Calcutta. March 23, 1969
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political significance of the United Front victory and the immense
responsibilities that devolved on the units, members and
sympathizers of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) in West
Bengal as a key force that ensured this UF. victory.

He moved a resolution on the struggles of workers, employees,
kisans and other sections of the people on certain burning issues,
on the urgent need of launching a Statewide political campaign on
certain 1ssues and on the tasks in the organizational front.

After a thorough discussion the "Ten-point Political
Organizational Task Resolution" was adpoted and Party units
have been directed to implement these tasks forthwith.

Call For Vigilance

The resolution stated that the State Committee was fully aware
of the nefarious tactics of the defeated Congress to discredit the
United Front Government and to attack the United Front and
specially the Communist Party of India (Marxist). The Congress,
the vested interests and other reactionary forces foment
communalism and provincialism and create disturbances with a
view to weakéning the struggling unity of the working people.
The resolution called upon the democratic people to remain ever
vigilant and unite and fight against this conspiracy of the
exploiting classes to incite riots and disturbances.

The resolution called upon the people of West Bengal to unite
and fight against the Centre which refuses to meet the food and
the financial requirements of the State. The State Committee
decided to organize the people of the State for united struggle
against the Centre's attitude as well as for wresting more powers
for the State Government.

The Committee resolved to isolate the disruptive forces of
Congress, communal reactionaries and the "ultras”, who, too, are
creating disturbances in some places to discredit the U.F
Government, by launching a vigorous Statewide political
campaign against them.

While continuing the struggle against these enemies of the
people, the Committee directed its District Committees and all
Party units to simultaneously launch struggles of the workers and
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middle class employees against the attacks of the employers,
against retrenchment and for wage-increase, to conduct
immediately the struggles of the kisans against eviction, on the
issues of land, etc., and the fight against the hoarders, profiteers
and mahajans. The class struggles of the landless and poor
peasants, agricultural workers, and the workers have to be
organized in rura and industrial areas, with a view to helping the
U.F. Government to implement its 32 point programme.

The Statewide political campaign has to be conducted so that
some important legislations for land reform, security of service,
supply of essential commodities to the poorer sections of the
people at cheaper prices, etc., are immediately taken up by the
United Front Government.

The Committee in 1ts resolution noted with grave concern that
certain forces inside the United Front, such as the revisionists,
SUC and the like had already began campaigning against the
Communist Party of India (Marxist). As the class struggles
become sharper and sharper, the anti communist forces of all
shades will try to attack the Communist Party of India (Marxist)
more and more. Hence, the resolution stated, our Party should
place the points of difference that may crop up before the people
to make the people alert. The Commuttee was of firm optnion that
the conflicts within the Front would be resolved and the unity of
the Front would be further strengthened.

Organizational Tasks

Besides these three point tasks of the political campaigns and
mass struggles, the resolution put forth seven point organi-
zational tasks before the Party units.

The organizational programme for the coming six months
includes the following targets:

(1) One lakh members have to organized in Auxiliary Groups
from among the lakhs of people who worked during the election
campaign;

(2) Fifty thousand volunteers have to be orgamzed,
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(3) Eight thousand new candidate Party members have to be
recruited;

(4) Circulation of Party organs and sale of Party literature
have to be doubled;

(5) Rupees one lakh and fifty thousand have to be raised, of
which fifty thousand rupees will be paid to the Central
Committee. The District Committees will raise funds according
to quota to be fixed by the DCs, to meet the increased expenditure
for raising more wholetimers, for campaigns and struggles;

(6) A programme for imparting Party education to the Party
members 1n general and Branch Secretaries in particular has been
planned;

(7) Targets for enrolling new members of the various mass
organizations have been fixed as follows One lakh new members
to be enrolled in trade unions, one lakh new members in each of
the student and youth organizations, four and half lakh members
of the Kisan Sabha and one lakh members from the totling women
to be enrolled on functional basis, 1.e., landless kisans, tribals,
workers, teachers, etc., laying stress on building working
women's orgamizations 1n villages, industnial belts and bustees, on
class basis.

Lastly, the Commuttee framed certain rules for MLAs and
Ministers. It formed an Editorial Board of the Party. The
Commuttee decided some principles for coordinating the
parliamentary and extra parliamentary activities, for functioning
the Secretanat and for constituting some sub committees for
trade union, kisan and other frontal work.

The West Bengal State Commuttee of the Communist Party of
India (Marxist) in another resolution directed its Ministers and
legislators to see that a resolution for the dissolution of the State
Legislative Counctl was passed during this session of the
legislature without further delay.



18

West Bengal UF Government's
Land Reforms Programme*

Policy Statement Issued by Land and Land
Revenue Minister, Hare Krishna Konar

Land and Land Revenue Minister of the United Front
Government of West Bengal Hare Krishna Konar has issued a
Policy Statement on the work of his department stating whar the
Gavernment proposes to do in regard to land refoims. The
statement says:

The declared objective of the land legislations was to break the
concentration of land 1n a few hands by putting a ceiling on land
holdings, to distribute as much surplus land as possible to the
landless and land poor peasants free of cost, to provide security to
bargadars against eviction, etc.

But this objective was largely defeated because of many
defects 1n the legislations themselves and particularly because of
the serious weaknesses 1n the administrative machinery in
implementing the legislations Land reform measures can be
effective only if they are implemented quickly with determination
and with co operation of the toiling peasants But this 1s what was
lacking for so many years.

The Government machinery worked with a pronounced pro
jotdar bias. The big landlords and the big jotdars took full
advantage of this situation and were successful to a great extent in
keeping huge areas of land under their possession through
various devices. They even misused the law courts by submitting
false one sided informatton The defence of the Government
pornt of view 1n law courts was often allowed to go by default.

*Pyblished in “PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY?", Calcutta, March 30. 1969
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Illegal and forcible eviction of bargadars took place every year
on a wide scale. Practically nothing was done to stop it. The legal
provisions practically remained on paper. Even when the
organized peasantry came forward to help the Government to
frustrate the machinations of the landlords and jotdars the
Government machinery often, instead of welcoming the peasants'
initiative, helped the landlords by resorting to repressive
measures against the peasants in the name of law and order.
Consequently, social relations in the countryside became very
strained and the grip of the landlords and jotdars over rural life
was being strengthened. On the other hand, restlessness was
growing among the toiling peasantry.

The last United Front Ministry within its short span of life took
urgent measures to retrieve the position to the extent possible.
Pending consideration of comprehensive amendments to the
existing legislations the administrative machinery was being
geared up to some extent in order to implement the positive
provisions of the land legislations. Steps were taken to associate
the organized peasantry in this task. The unfounded fears of the
small owners which complicated the problem of checking
evictions was sought to be dispelled by persistent efforts. All
these resulted in some notable advances. About 232,000 acres of
surplus land were settled with about 238,000 poor tillers. Forcible
eviction could be stopped to a great extent with active
co-operation of the peasants’ associations. Special stress was laid
to detect benami transfers and for that purpose concrete
administrative measures were taken.

Several thousand acres of surplus tea-garden lands were also
taken possession of.

With the illegal dismissal of the United Front Ministry this
process was halted—rather there was a setback. There was
practically no progress in the matter of land distribution. Illegal
evictions were allowed to take place on a wide scale. The
department of the Director of Land Records and Surveys,
however, continued its efforts in detecting benami lands which
were started during the last United Front Ministry period; as a



West Bengal UF Government's Land Reforms Programme 81

result, about 150,000 acres of benami land have been declared to
be vested in the State up till now.

But in this case also there was little effort to take over
possession of these newly found lands. There is no readymade
figure in the State headquarters, but it can safely be said that the
percentage of land of which possession has been faken over will
not exceed 25 per cent. This time-lag in taking over possession
has given ample time and opportunity to the landlords to misuse
the law courts in order to frustrate Government attempts. It
should also be noted that in most cases, the cases in law courts
were not properly defended from the Government side. There
were many cases where the police without any consultation with
the Land and Land Revenue Department about the actual position
of the lands concerned had shamelessly come forward to help the
big jotdars and had resorted to brutal repressive measures against
bona fide cultivators and licencees of Government lands. Taking
over possession of tea-garden surplus lands was stopped; in some
cases a portion of the land possession of which was decided to be
taken over by the last U.F. Government was released in favour of
the tea-garden owners. As a result of all these activities, the
agrarian relations in the country side are in a very deplorable
condition.

Stressing the urgency for land reforms, the policy statement
continues with what the United Front Ministry is proposing to do.

The present United Front Government is seriously considering
the steps for comprehensive amendments to the existing land
legislations in the line of the policy declared by the United Front.
As the problem is very complicated, some time is necessary to
arrive at definite conclusions regarding concrete measures. The
Government hopes to come before the Assembly with its concrete
proposals within a year. The main purpose will be to frustrate and
defeat the machinations of the big jotdars and to get much more
surplus land in the hand of the Government.

In this connection the Government wants to make it clear that
the contemplated measures will in no way affect the small land-
owning interest. The Government appeals to the middle-class and
small owners to be on guard against any mischievous and false
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propaganda by big jotdars. The U.F. Government is pledge-bound
to make holdings up to three acres of land owned by a family rent-
free. Neccessary provisions will be made to implement it within a
year. The Government is calculating the probable loss to the State
Exchequer by this measure and is considering other measures
necessary to make up this loss.

Pending such comprehensive legislations the Government has
decided to streamline the administrative machinery for proper
and timely implementation of the existing provisions in the
legislations in the interest of the toiling peasantry. The
Government has also decided to associate organized peasantry in
this effort. The Government will welcome suggestions of various
parties and mass organizations in this task.

The results achieved so far in detecting mala fide transfers
conclusively prove that benami transactions had taken place on a
wide scale and much can be done to detect them even with the
help of the existing provisions if proper steps are taken. Hence the
Government has already taken steps to intensify the measures so
far adopted in detecting mala fide transfers. Measures are also
being taken to take over timely possession of vested lands, to
defend Government cases in law courts in proper spirit and to
settle the vested lands with landless and land-poor peasants
without much delay. The Government has also decided to see that
proper co-ordination takes place between the officers of the Land
& Land Revenue Department and the Home Department at every
level. It is the policy of the Government to see that the police
helps these attempts and is not used to frustrate them as in
the past. \

With the approach of the new cultivating season the danger of
forcibl