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A Revolutionary Flame Extinguished,
But the Fire Lives On..

- Untilted Proletarian Art

On March 31, the Indian state once again showed its brutal face, murdering
a courageous daughter of the soil - Comrade Renuka - in the forests of Chhattisgarh’s
Dantewada district. Known by many names - Renuka, Chaite, Saraswati - but
remembered as one unwavering revolutionary, her real name was Gumudavelli
Renuka, born in the historic village of Kadavendi, Warangal. This was no ordinary
village - it was once a fortress of rebellion during the 1946 Telangana movement,
and Comrade Renuka carried that legacy in her blood.

Shewasn’t born with a gun in her hand. She studied law at Tirupati Padmavati
Mahila University and briefly served as a lawyer. But her conscience didn’t allow her
to stay silent in the face of state oppression. In 1996, she chose the path of revolution,
leaving behind the comfort of courtrooms to walk among the oppressed, organize,
educate, and fight.

For nearly three decades, she served the people through the Maoist movement,
editing revolutionary journals like Prabhat, Mahila Margam, People’s March, and
Bhumakal Sandesh. Her words ignited minds; her actions shook the foundations of
corporate loot and state violence. The state, afraid of her influence, announced a
bounty of 1 45 lakh on her head. But no amount of money could buy the loyalty of
the people she served.

And now, the state that fears voices like hers boasts of a “successful
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encounter.” They flaunt the seizure of alaptop and an INSAS rifle as trophies, while
hiding the truth - that they are waging war on the indigenous people to loot the
mineral-rich lands of Dandakaranya, estimated to be worth several lakh crore rupees.

Since the BJP’s return to power in Chhattisgarh in December 2023, a full-
scale war—QOperation Kagar - has been unleashed. Under the guise of “clearing
Maoists,” over 400 Adivasis, including 140 women, have been martyred. But the
soil of Dandakaranya drinks this blood and turns it into resistance.

Comrade Renuka may have fallen, but her ideals cannot be killed. Her blood
will water the revolution. Her legacy will live in every oppressed Adivasi who takes
up the flag of resistance.

Red salute to Comrade Renuka-your martyrdom strengthens our resolve!
The struggle continues!

Long Live The Revolution!

o cnnmnecm%mnah n ﬂ
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A Rebel's Journey: Gumudavelli Renuka's Life
and Death in the Maoist Movement

- Sukanya Shantha

Renuka was killed in police firing in Bijapur district of South Chhattisgarh on
March 31. The Dantewada police claimed she died in an “encounter” — a claim
consistently made in all such killings, raising doubts about its veracity.

Mumbai: In the 1980s, it was not uncommon for the youth of Kadavendi
village in Warangal district, Andhra Pradesh to abruptly drop out of school and
college and vanish overnight to join armed struggles. Every household had a story
to tell.

The second phase of the Telangana struggle, which reignited in the early 1980s,
was at its peak, and Kadavendi had become a hotbed for both separate Telangana
and Maoist movements. But that was not the path that Gumudavelli Renuka chose
for herself. Renuka was barely in college when her parents decided to marry her off
—possibly out of fear that she, like her brother G.V.K. Prasad, might turn to armed
struggle.

The marriage failed soon after. Renuka, who had endured her husband’s
constant violence for some time, eventually walked out. “This was the first time she
questioned patriarchy,” shares Prasad, now a surrendered Maoist and a journalist at
a Telugu channel.

Renuka was killed in police firing in Bijapur district of South Chhattisgarh
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on March 31. The Dantewada police, who led the operation, claimed she died in an
“encounter” —a claim consistently made in all such killings, raising doubts about its
veracity. Fifty-four-year-old Renuka, who spent nearly three decades in the Naxal
movement as both an overground worker and an underground guerrilla, was also a
“great short story writer” and a “splendid journalist,” Prasad recalls. When she
died, Renuka was the Dandakarya Special Zonal Committee member and carried a
prize money of Rs 45 lakh-Rs 25 lakh announced by the Chhattisgarh state
government and Rs 20 lakh by the Telangana government.

The Gumudavellis come from Padmashali, or weavers’ community, classified
as a Backward community in both Telangana and Andhra Pradesh. A mixed-caste
village, Kadavendi mostly had landless families or families with meagre landholdings.
“Even the Reddys (usually a landed community) in the village were mostly landless,”
Prasad says.

Prasad joined the movement in the mid-1980s while still in school. Renuka,
two years his junior, showed no such inclination at the time. “But after her marriage
failed, she began questioning familial structures. She once wrote me a long letter
asking how Marxists viewed patriarchy and addressed the daily struggles of women
within patriarchal systems. I could see a churning had begun within her,” he told
The Wire. The broken marriage, in a way, set her free, he says. She soon travelled to
a distant district of Chittoor to pursue law.

While still a law student, Renuka became a part of awomen’s group, Mahila
Shakti, a group working on issues like dowry deaths and sanitation. Soon she started
writing for the revolutionary monthly magazine Mahila Margam. On completion
of her law education, she moved to Visakhapatnam, where she worked as a lawyer.
By 1996, Renuka had already begun working as an overground Naxal leader, writing
short stories, organising meetings, and providing legal support for families of those
underground.

Renuka took up several pen names. In early 2003, when her younger brother,
along with their parents, were on their way to meet Prasad, a fugitive then, in the
forest, the police had apprehended them and tortured the brother. Renuka used
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her legal education to fight for his release from illegal detention. In that incident, a
young girl named Damayanti was killed in police firing, and soon Renuka began
writing under the name B.D. Damayanti. “Most of her journalistic work (published
in the party mouthpiece) was under this byline,” Prasad says. Among some of her
best writing works, Prasad says, is the one she wrote on the violence unleashed on
the Adivasis of Bastar by the state-sponsored militia group Salwa Judum. She also
wrote about land displacement and the depleting resources of the tribal
communities.

She also used the name Midko, a Gondi word for fireflies, to write her short
stories. Later, in the party, she was also known as Bhanu or Chaite.

In late 2003, her younger brother was arrested as a part of the widespread
arrests that followed in the state in the aftermath of a bid to “assassinate” the then
chief minister of Andhra Pradesh, N. Chandrababu Naidu. He was tortured in the
custody but was eventually acquitted of all charges. While the brother went on to
become a lawyer and worked with different human rights organisations in the region,
Renuka decided to go underground. In 2004, she had joined the guerrilla movement.

A small-framed woman, she soon took up arms training. According to Prasad,
while both of them were underground they seldom met. “We were a part of different
units and also moved in very different regions,” he recalls.

Having joined the movement, Renuka’s quest for love persisted. Around 1997,
while she was still overground, a senior party leader separately suggested it to both
Renuka and Santosh Reddy, the then party’s Andhra Pradesh state committee
secretary as well as a central committee member, to consider marriage. Although
from the same Kadavendi village, Reddy had moved out to join the movement
many years ago. They barely knew each other. On one occasion, sometime in 1997,
Renuka went into the jungles of Nallamala in Andhra Pradesh to meet Reddy and
seek his suggestions in dealing with the problems the party was facing in its Tirupati
unit. They soon fellin love.

Since Reddy was a senior party leader and Renuka was still an overground
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worker, they had to keep their marriage secret. On December 2, 1999, Reddy
was killed in a police firing. “Renuka couldn’t even openly claim the marriage or
just cry her heart out. Her love life always had a tragic ending. She truly loved
Santosh,” Prasad says.

In 2005, Renuka remarried another party commander, and he too was killed
in police firing in 2010. Contrary to the popular notion, Prasad says Renuka’s entry
into the armed movement didn’t happen because of him. He attributes it to many
things — from the political atmosphere in the region to Renuka’s slowly developing
critical faculty. “She was her own person, who was deeply disturbed by things
happening around her and would question,” he recalls.

When the news of Renuka’s death broke and he was informed by a local
superintendent of police in Telangana, Prasad was at work. He says the news of her
killing shook him, but he knew that is how her life would end.

“Every morning, my wife [who also surrendered along with Prasad in 2014]
would scan through all newspapers and channels to see if any new killing had taken
place in the [Bastar] region. My mother in Hyderabad would do the same. In the
past year, the government has brutally killed hundreds in the name of combatting
the Maoist movement. There has been no dialogue, simply cold-blooded murder,”
he says.

Prasad travelled to Dantewada to receive Renuka’s body, which the cops had
wrapped in a polythene bag and kept for display. “Until this moment, I had assumed
that Renuka was killed along with other comrades.” Just a day before, 17 Naxals
were killed in the neighbouring Sukma district. That is when, Prasad says, he got
suspicious.

“Renuka, who never wore any earrings or bindi, was seen wearing them
suddenly. This could only mean she was moving around in a village and had lived a
regular life in a village here. Then why did the police not simply capture her,” he
asks.

The police have claimed that Renuka was killed in a “fire exchange” on the
“Dantewada-Bijapur border” along the banks of the Indravati river. Her hands, the
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family say, were mutilated, suggesting either torture in the hands of the police force
or an intentional tactic to erase any forensic evidence after killing her.

A cache of ammunition was shown, allegedly found with her. The police
allowed a post-mortem to be conducted on her body, but the report was not made
available to the family.

On April 2, the Dandakaranya Special Zonal Committee of the banned CPI
(Maoist) organisation issued a press note, in which they have claimed that Renuka
was captured from a small house in Belnar village in Bhairamgadh block of Bijapur
district. Here, the press note says, Renuka had been living since she was not keeping
well.

“The police gheraoed her house around 4 am on March 31. Around 9-10 am,
they took Chaite (a name by which she was known in the banned party) towards
Indravati river and killed her,” the Maoists have claimed in the press note. With
over 400 killings in the region, which include both from the armed movement and
several civilians, the banned Maoist organisation, in the press note, has conveyed
that they want to have a dialogue with the government.

When Prasad and his wife took Renuka’s body back to their native Kadavendi,
thousands of people from across the region had gathered. She was given a martyr’s
farewell, Prasad says.
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Gummadivelli Renuka: Maoist, writer,
feminist, and rebel

- Ashutosh Sharma

She was killed on March 31 in a reported encounter with Chhattisgarh’s DRG
forces. Civil society groups allege it was an execution.

On March 31, a hail of bullets silenced Gummadivelli Renuka, alias Chaite,
55, an insurgent whose pen was as mighty as the rifle she carried in the dense forests
of Bastar, Chhattisgarh.

She was killed by the District Reserve Guard (DRG), a specialised police unit
formed in 2008, to fight Maoist insurgents; and her death has raised some serious
questions. Renuka, who had a combined reward of Rs.45 lakh from the Chhattisgarh
and Telangana police, was among approximately 150 women Maoist rebels killed
in the region over the past year. Rights activists allege her death was a result of the
government’s “surrender or be eliminated” policy, aligned with the Central
government’s declared objective to eradicate Naxalism by March 2026.

Renuka represented many things to many people: a fearless author, a leader
of awomen’s liberation movement. But to the state, she will always remain a terrorist,
her killing an elimination of a threat.

The police claimed Renuka was killed during an exchange of fire at 9 am in
the forested hills spanning Nelgoda, Ikeli, and Belnar villages, near the border of
Dantewada and Bijapur districts in Chhattisgarh where DRG personnel were out
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on an anti-Naxal operation. After two hours of gunfight, her body was reportedly
recovered from the site along with an INSAS rifle, ammunition, a laptop, and Maoist
literature, the police said. There were no police casualties during the alleged exchange
of fire.

But the Communist Party of India (Maoist) has called the encounter a staged
execution. In a press statement, the party alleged, “Comrade Chaite had gone to
Belnar village in the Bhairamgarh block, where she was staying alone in a house
because she was unwell. Acting on a tip-off, the police laid a cordon around the
house at 4 am on March 31 and arrested her. CID officials from Chhattisgarh and
the Telangana police interrogated her for at least 2—-3 hours. Between 9 and 10 am,
she was taken to the Indravati River, where she was killed in cold blood.” A
publication, Andhra Jyothi reported allegations that she was tortured to death.

A law degree and press in-charge

A resident of Telangana, Renuka held a law degree and played a key role in
Chaitanya Mahila Sangham, awomen’s rights organisation operating in Telangana
and Andhra Pradesh since 1995. She later joined the Maoist movement, and in
2004, went underground.

Renuka served as the press and publication in-charge of the Dandakaranya
Special Zonal Committee, a key operational unit of the banned CP1(M). She oversaw
activities in the Dandakaranya region, a sprawling forest that extended through
Chhattisgarh, Maharashtra, Odisha, Telangana and Andhra Pradesh.

She is believed to have authored over 30 short stories, using multiple pen
names, portraying strong female characters; some of these stories were translated
into English and published in Viyyukka— The Morning Star, a collection of stories
of Maoist women insurgents. She was known as Midko among Telugu readers.

Renuka is said to have authored articles and a book on people’s participation
in the Narayanpatna struggle of 2000. Tribal communities in Narayanpatna, in
Odisha’s Koraput district, have for long been facing dispossession of their land by
non-tribal landlords despite legal protections under the Fifth Schedule and Odisha’s
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land laws. The government’s failure to restore these lands has left impoverished
tribals trapped in bonded labour.

Under the name B.D. Damayanti, she is said to have documented the violence
perpetrated by Salwa Judum, a state-backed militia which was declared
unconstitutional and banned by the Supreme Court in 2011.

For her, politics and personal life were deeply intertwined. She married Santosh
Reddy, also known as Mahesh, a central committee member of the party, who she
had known since childhood. After his death in a police encounter in 1999 in
Telangana’s Karimnagar district, she later married Shakamuri Appa Rao, alias Ravi,
who reportedly met a similar fate in a police encounter in Telangana’s Warangal
district in 2010. Her brother, Gumudavelli Venkatakrishna Prasad, known as Gudsa
Usendi, surrendered to authorities in 2014.

She was tasked by the party with editing and publishing several clandestine
magazines, including Awami Jung, People’s March, Jhankar, Mahila Margam,
Sangharshkar Mahila, Pituri, Midangur, Bhumkal Sandesh, and Prabhat.

“Boycott fake Lok Sabha and Assembly elections” screamed a lead headline
of a page one articlein the Hindi quarterly magazine Prabhat last year, rallying support
for the insurgency. Its deck read, “Oppose INDIA bloc including Congress, which
Is responsible for enforcing the economic policies of liberalization, privatization
and globalization.”

Referring to an Oxfam study, another article in the journal, titled “Modi’'s Ten
Years—An era of fear, repression, and corporate loot” pointed to a sharp rise in
the economic inequalities in past decade.

In the 38-page edition, another article titled “Raise Your Voice Against
Operation Kagar—A Counter-Revolutionary Surajkund Strategy”, discussed
Operation Kagar, a joint counter-insurgency initiative launched in January 2024 by
the Central and Chhattisgarh State governments to eradicate left-wing extremism.
Initiated after the BJP came to power in Chhattisgarh, political observers linked the
operation to the “Chintan Shivir” of State Home Ministers, held in Haryana’s
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Surajkund in October 2022. The two-day event was a brainstorming session aimed
at strengthening internal security, enhancing coordination among States and
promoting cooperative federalism in law and order matters.

Addressing the conference via video, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
emphasised the “Panch Pran” (five resolves) to build a developed India by 2047.
On Naxalism, Modi stated: “Every form of Naxalism, whether through guns or
pens, must be uprooted to prevent the youth from being misled.”

On April 3, Renuka’s funeral was held in her native village, Kadavendi in
Telangana’s Jangaon district. Her body, draped in red and carried atop a tractor
trolley adorned with flowers and CPI(M) flags, moved through the village as slogans
rang through the air - there were voices of grief, declarations of resistance, tributes
to her legacy, and a resolve to fight class inequality.

Villagers turned out in huge numbers for the solemn funeral procession. They
were joined by civil society members, activists, writers, student leaders, former
Maoists and even leaders from several mainstream political parties.

- Published : Apr 05, 2025
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