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EDITORIAL

Wild Conjectures Of The Economic
Times

Our attention has b en drawn to a news report appearing in
some newspapers that our Party, the CPI (M L) was backing Mr
Charan Singh 10 his struggle for power against Mr Morarp D sai
withia th ruling Janata Party ‘The Economic Times’ (Bombay)
has gone to the extent of discoverning poliical reasons for such a
“stand” by the CPI (M L) It has stated that “‘we are beholden
to Mr Charan Singh” because he took a lenient view of the “alle-
ged indiscriminate acts” of ours 1n various parts of the country,
because it was due to him that the Janata Govt. had not only
withdrawn cases against Naxalite absconders and wadertrials “but
also persuaded the state govts to release Naxalite convicts” and
because ‘Charan faction’s’ avowed objective of ensuring ‘adequate
representation’ to the ‘Intermediate classes and the castes and
backward folk’ falls in line with our ‘cherished goal® The atte
mpts of the U P and Bihar govts. for reservation of seats in govt,
service for the backward castes have also been meationed as a reason
for our “support” to Charan Singh

We emphatically deny the slanderous allegations contained in
such press reports as they are not only totally false and baseless
but also distort our standpoint with regard to the Janata Party
Govt and its inner quarrels. First lct us examine the facts men
tioned in the Economic Times

{ * Has the Janata govt. or for that matter Mrarjt or Charan Singh,
takea a ‘lenient’ view about the release of th Naxalite prison.rs ?
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Not at all During the Lok Sabha polls, every one of the Janata party
leaders had pledged to the nation that they would release all pol

tical prisoners, whether detenu, undertrial or convict, unconditinnally
as soon as they came to power The Janata govt and Mr Charan
Singh have gone back from their pledge and are still keeping hun

dreds of Naxalite prisopers njail  Mr Ram Naresh Yadav, the
U S Chief Minister and Mr Karpoor: Thakur, the Bihar Chief
Minister have till now not released a single convicted political
prisoner  And so far as withdrawing cases against absconders’ are
concerned, not a single such case has been withdrawn in Andhra
Pradesh, Kerala, U P and Bihar In Bibar, there 1s a political prs

soner under DIR stll hoping to be freed ! This partial release too
could be achicved owing to the continuously growing strength of
the movement for civil hberties and democratic rights all over the
coyntry and not due to anybody’s ‘leniency’ No one would
forget that the Janata govt, through its then Home Minister,
Charan Singh, had sought to incorporate preventive detention in the
Cr PC, itseif The Economic Times has obviously less memory
than ordinary mortals like us !

The record of the Janata govt. led by the big bourgeosie and
big landlords with regard to dealing with the peaceful and just agi
tations of workers and peasants have been simply as bad as the
former Congress The working class have been subjected to indis
criminate police finngs at Rajhara, Delhi, Kanpur, Ghaziabad,
Bailadilla, Dhanbad and Bokaro without any provocation. The
Pantaagar police tyrrany has surpassed even the Jalianwalla Bagh
massacre The Morarp govt , as well as Mr Charan Singh, have
shown where they stand in relation to the common man the wor
kers and peasants As far as the reservation for backward castes
1n govt service 18 concerned, the Janata Party govts. i Bihar and
U P are using the 1ssue only to disrupt the growing class unity of
the masses, with a view to weakening and smashing the revolutio=
nary movement They are only fanning the flames of casteism in
order to perpetuate their regimes, which serve feudal and conserva
tive forces and no one else The Janata Party’s reservation policy is &
shrewd device to direct the attention of the people away from the
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povt e stler fallure o tackie the problems of acute poverty and
collossal unemploymeat It has nothing in common with the stand
point of our Party on this issue. Both Mr Morary and Mr Charan
Singh represent reactiopary forces in the country The vast masses
of the people are fast realising that they have been betrayed once
again and are nmng in mass struggles against the ant1 people policies
of the Janata regime The so-called struggle between the ‘Gandhian
path* snd *Nchru’s path! has no relevance for the country and the
people as they are both disastrous paths !

Therefore, there is no political basis for our Party to make a
choice between Morarji and Charan Singh or support any one of
thers in theis scramble for power No one with an objective
#ind edn make a choloe between ‘Tweedledum and Tweedledee

Ia fact, the process of disintegration bhas rapidly beea developing
in all the parties of the reactionary ruling classes, the Janata Party
being no exception The Cong (I), the Congress (S) and the Janata
Party are all being torn asunder with the aggravation of inner contra
dietions. Their crisis s 8 product of the growing socio economic
criuis, 8 cnisis which cannot be solved within the framework of the
present system. It 18 & product of the growing scramble between the
two superpowers for hegemony over our country and the world
54 is & product of the growing contradiction of the people of India
with moperialism and feudalism Even personal contradictions at
the govt. level today are reflecung the above mentioned reality
The overmmplification and vulgansation being attempted by some
journalists in the name of ‘analysis’ 18 mmply deplorable

Our Party, the CPI (M L) 1s in need of no belp from the frate
roity of those who serve the superpowers and who serve the big
bourgeoisie and the big landlords. We are keen to unite with all
pertios and democrats in ordes to emanwipate our people and our
country from imperialist bondage and feudal fetters and usher
in a bright and happy life for our pesple. Charan Singh or Moraij,
Indiraji or Chavanji simply do not fit fn to our patiern at all o
thess conditions.

4478
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WORLD AFFAIRS

Appeasement Of The Soviet Social Im
perialist Warmongers Is A Wrong Policy

The Danger of A New World War  Soviet Umon the Maa Danger

The danger of a new world war 13 growing every day The
contention for world hegemony 1s getting intense day by day with
the Soviet Union, the late coming superpower, on the offensive to
gain control of new areas, and the US A, the old superpowér, on
the defensive, trying to protect 1ts vested interests Western Europe,
the heartland of capitahism and a tempting centre of modern indus-
try, finance, science and technology, agricultural production and
manpower, 18 the focus of Soviet US contention The Soviet Union
attempts to seize Western Europe to deal a mortal blow at the
United States and fight for world hegemony by relying on  Western
Europe's huge economic potential It resorts t6 all means of infiltra
tion 1n an effort to weaken US influence 1n the area and gaimn room
for itself With an eye to Europe, it has stepped up its subversive.
activities 1n  Africa and the Middle East Its real objective is tox
control strategic routes ( the Suez Canal, the Red Sea and sthe
Atlaotic ) and sources of o1l and raw material to Europe, and
to come 1n 8 pincer movement from the southern and northern
flanks of Earope and set up a blockade lino around Europe: ¢,

The socialumpenalists have amassed enorous troops along
Europcan frontiers According to US intelligence reports, Warsaw :
Pact ground forces outnumber Western forces in Central Europe by
about 9,50,000 to 7,92,000 The Soviet army 1s reported to- have
about 25,000 tanks for use in & European coaflict. NATO has enly
about 6,000 tanks in Eusop> The Warsaw Pact armour outnumbers {
NATO armour by a ratio of three to one  The amount of convens
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tional weapons produced by the Soviet Union alone already equals
the sum total of those produced by the United States and Western
Europe According to a Western estimate, Soviet military spending
has been nsing 1n recent years at an average rate of by 4 to § percent
and it absorbs approximately 12 to 15 per cent of its GNP (US
military expenditures accountfor roughly 6 per cent of its GNP )
Soviet forces are double those of the USA and their man power has
gone up by more than a million 1n the past ten years to 4 6 million
The Soviet Union bas 400 more strategic weapons carriers than the
USA has and can launch missiles with twice the US payload Its
production of tanks 1s six times as large as that of the USA, guos
eight times and as large armoured vehicles three times as large
The Brezhnev clique has appropriated 20 per cent of its national
income for military expenditures and 18 clamouning for getting
ready at any time to switch the economy to a military programme It
bas deployed large fleets 1n the Barents Sea, the North Sea, the Baltic
and the Mediterranean to form a naval encirclement of Western
Europe. According to a US source, the Soviet Union has made a
large 1ncrease in us force levels in January of this year, has kept
forces 1n the Indian ocean area and are now building a naval
base at Assab in Northern Ethiopia to replace the one in Somala
Recently, the Soviet Union 1s secking to establish a naval base
.ja the Cape Verde Islands off the coast of Guinea. Inside their
own-country, too, the social impenalists are preaching militarism
and Russian chauvimsm to poison the minds of the people,
through the media, literature, art, education and other channels.
It 1s the same old beaten path trodden by tsarist Russia and
fascist Germany, Italy and Japan The same policy was followed
by the American impernialists 1n the McCarthy Daulles period, which
had 1ts Jogical conclysion 1n their aggression 1n Indo-China

Shadow of Munich looms large

In the face of the growing Soviet threat some people 1n the
Western states and the USA are trembling and trying to follow &
policy of app asemeant to please Russia This trend 1s particularly
pronounced 1n the USA, and naturally influences opinion 1n Western
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Europe 8lso  The US President still expects co-opershon fiom the
social imperialists Recently President Cartes said that Russia would
have to decide between confrontation ard co operation, ss if Russia
bad any intention of co operation Have pot recent happenings
shown what 1s their real intention ? Did not their invasion in Angola
show what they really wanted ? Did their activities in the Horn of
Africa suggest that they had yet to decide between confrontation and
co operation 7 Even fools can say that they have decided for con
frontation, for they know that the othes superpower is on the
defensive  They are poking and meddling in the domestic affairs of
every country where the situation permits them. They backed the
Katangese mercenaries to try to dismember Zaire (in faet, the Shabs
province which the mercenaries tried to capture, has large reserves
of copper and cobalt which are two important components of was
matenials ) They have been engineering coups to topple the govern
ments of countries which are slipping out of their clutches Recent
happenings in Afghanistan and South Yemen are still fresh Coup
d’etat in these places was backed by the social-impenalists just be-
cause there was evidence of their showing interest in friendly
relations with China this being a threat to Soviet hegemonic policy
They have even set Vietnam against China. They are folowing the
old impenahist policy of sowing discord and dissension between
acighbouring countries then and, seizing every opportwaty of
engaging in munition deals and infiltrating its mihitary forces mto
these countries. By all their acts they have become the dangerous
source of a new world war and the gravest enemy of world pesce.
In this smtuation, expectation of co-operation from the Soviet
war mongers indicates only foolishness and cowardice.

The appeasement policy is bound to fail It wil) pnly bring wee
nearer Did not we have enough experience of this in the last
world war? Did not Britain and France follow the policy of
appeasement towards Hitler and Mussohini } What did this policy
lead to * Every time they reconciled themselves with Hitlers attitude
Hitler became more aggressive While capturirg Rhineland, be

Fdeclared that all Germany's territorial ambitions had now been
sainfied anl the Bntish and French Governments bdelieved
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his words and looked on  He then proceeded to attack Austria and
the foliowers of the policy of appeasement still looked on At the
Munich Conference they also sacrificed Sudetanland ( which Hitler
had once again declared to be his last terntorial claim in Europe )
to the cost of Czechoslovakia to please Hitler But did it deter
Hitler from attacking France although France sacrificed its loyal
chient Czechoslovakia ? While Britain and France tried to save
themselves at the cost of other smaller states they made Hitler more
powerful and conceded to him more territory to launch the final
attack on his rivals. By their policy of appeasement the British and
French Governments allowed Hitler to buy time to procure more
men, more territory and to build up his armed might The modern
appeasers should look at history and take lessons In the same way
every time the Soviet Union wins a concession from the West 1ts
appetite is whetted and it presses on for 8 new foothold which 1t
can turn into a stranglehold against the West and the world people

There are some persons in the USA who, to please the social im
perialists are already saying that “the USA would not try to match
Soviet and Cuban military activities in Africa® or “Afriean countries
expect more from Europe than from the USA” They even voiced
the same words uttered by the Soviet Foreign Minister to the effect
that ‘efforts to reach a SALT agreement were not helped by Soviet
US controversy over African development including Zaire® What an
insolent remark thisis ¢ This 1s the same Hitlerite trick to force
other parties to obey the terms dictated by him in negotiations
Did not Hitler attack Rhineland on the same day on which he
proposed a demilitarised zone 1n the same area ? The same Hitlerite
policy of using concihatory proposals as part of thewr desien
and as a cover for the violent acts they are committing is
being followed by the social imperialists. While the Soviet Union
mouths loud nonsense about the ‘detente’ fraud it steps up
military deployment all over the world Soon after the Helsinki
European ‘Security’ Conference, it created the Angola nci
dent. In March, 1977, the Zaire incident happened just when the
new Carter administration in the U € A was anxious to open talks
with the Soviet Union After US concessions, last September, in
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fte SALT talks snd otler matters, the Soviets it the fuse in the
Horn of Afixxa Thelesson s clear The corciliatory proposals
are aimed only at dulling the wigilance of other countries and keep
ing them divided, so that they can be defeated one by one  Further,
every time the Soviet social impenialists win a concession, their
appetites are whetted and they pass on to a new adventure

Hitler also resolutely opposed any o operation of the West
with the Soviet Union and forced the French to abardon the Franco
Soviet treaty The same trick 1s being followed by the Soviet
bosses Brezhnev the chief of the social imperiahists, warned the
US A ‘against playing the China trick * which, in effect, means not
to establish good relations with China The USA succumbed to
the threat saying that they were not playing the China trick and
that the underlying relationship between the U S A and the Soviet
Union was stable etc The Western European states were even
presented with a policy against selling arms to China 1n a decision
taken at the assembly of the Western European Union  This policy
18 entirely wrong, as unity between the countries and peoples of
the Second and Third worlds, co operation between Western Europe
and China and other socialist countries , and the betterment of rela
tions, on the basis of the principle of peaceful co existence between
countries with different social systems including the USA and
China can make the Soviet social impenalists think twice before
launching 3 world war

Further, the Western capitalists’ thirst for profit and the
appeasecment policy of “»oftening® the Soviets through economic
benefits are helping the Soviet Union to enhance 1ts military stren
gth A comparauvely economically weak Soviet Union 1s being
given huge amounts of capital and advanced technology The new
tsars are imporiing expertise and equipment from the West and then
using them to make preparations against the suppliers Western
trade rclations with the Soviet Union directly or indirectly, help
strengthen the war machine of the <ocial impenalists and-will even
tually increase the danger of a war launched by the Soviet Union
Cherishing the illusion of reaping huge profits the Western states
maintain  suicidal trade relaticns with tte Soviet Union Was
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it not the West who gave Germany, weakened after the First
World War, huge loans under the Dawes and Young Plans, which
ultimately enabled Hitler to arm to the teeth ¢ Thus policy of rea
ring a tiger 18 being followed again today

Whoever thinks of coaxing the Soviet Union into agreements by
giving concessions, and whoever thinks that ‘the social impenialists
will not push beyond a certain pomnt if they think 1t 18 gomng to
cause other troubles’ ( a view that Britains Prime Minister seemed
to take of Soviet 1otentions 1n Africa 1n a recent press interview )
will be proved wrong, because 1t 1s the nature of the aggressive super
power to create trouble The policy of avoiding irntation to
the Soviet Union, as otherwise it will launch a third world war, 18
foolish, as the more you fear an aggressor, the more vicious he be
comes, whether you irritate him or not The appeasers will have
the same fate of Chamberlain and Daladier who followed the
policy of not irritating Hitler Recent developments in Africa
have made some quarters in the Western circles conscious of the
mminent social imperialist, attack on their countries and they are
trying to forge a west European unmity and umty with China The
remarks of the British Chief of Staff that Britain and China
had a common enemy 1n Moscow while on & visit to China 1n April
this year 18 worth notice in this context

In the present historical circumstances t!ere 13 no posibility of
a lasting peace, and a new world war s inevitable Our beloved
leader and teacher Com Mao Tse Tung has taught us that firstly we
are against war and secondly we are not afraid of it The CP C has
correctly stated, * We are not afraid of war, not because we like 1t or
fail to see the devastation it will cause, but because fear solves no
problem whatsoever ”

The Three world Theory Provides the Strategy for Averting war

War though 1nevitable can be postponed The key to
putting off war lies 1n the united struggle of the people of all
countries against he_emonism. This requires a broad united front
of the Third World and the Second World including the people of
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she Soviet Union snd the USA sgainst the two super powers and
.lnlmt their hegemonic policy. Some people in our country and
around the world doubt this theory of the differentiation of the
three worlds of Mao Tse Tung, and go on to say that, by upholding
this theory the CPC is strengthening the bands of the Western
imperialists and betraying the cause of national liberatiop war in
the Third World countries and the cause of the proletarian struggle

in the Second World

Such a view is fallacious, false and motivated On the one hand,
the Three World theory relies firmly on the revolutionary struggles of
the people as the dasis and the guarantee of progress and advance,
in no way, curtalls or abridges the nght and the necessity of the
proletariat to make soclalist revolution against the monopoly bour
geoisio and of the oppressed nations and people to overthrow their
oppressers, foreign and domestic. On the other hand, the theory pro-
yides the world proletariat and the world people with the brllfant
strategy of relying on the Third World as the main force and sphtting
the camp of imperialism to win over the Second World countries for
8 united front with the Third World countries against the two super-
powers. In its development this united front takes up the task of
averting the world war which is being fInevitably thrust upon the
world people by the fierce tussle for hegemony between the two
superpowers, the main danger of it coming from the aggressive late
comer, Soviet social-imperialism,

Now it is true that the Second World countries still exploit many
Third World countries by political, economic and other means, under
Bew circumstances and in new forms, and still maintain an 1mpena
hst policy in relation to many Third World countries. But the
Second World countries no longer constitute the main force domina-
fing and oppressing the Third World countries, and are themselves
being dominated and oppressed by the two superpowers. While
judging a thing we should judge it not as a timeless abstraction, but
in relation to the concrete changing conditions of the ime. Do not
the establishment of the EEC, the independent policy pursued by
France under De Gaulle, the passive and critical attitude taken by
the West European countries towards the US war of aggression 1n
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Victnam, Laos and Cambedia, the collapse of the dollas-centred,
monetary system in the capitalist wotld, and the sharpening trade
and currency wars between Western Europe and Japan on the one
hand and the USA on the otl er, mark concretely the disintegration
of the former impenalist camp headed by the USA ? 1t is true that
the Western countries maintan a close relationship with the USA,
but that is due to their proximity to the Soviet Union whose threat
t0 thefr sovereignty Is growing with each passing day Did not the
West European countries ask for dialogue instead of confrontation
with the OPEC after the o1l embdargo in 1973? Did not France
and Belgium help Zaire in preventing subversion by Russian
mercenaries this year T All these go to prove that the Sec-
ond World 1s & force with whom UNITY can be achieved by the
Third World in thelr struggle against the superpowers. We should
pot take an one-mided view 1n our judgment of s thing.

Some people say that the Second World countries help the
Thicd World countries only for their own interest. Let us examine
this argumens, The interest of the Second World and the interest of
the Third World may both be involved ia an action by s Second
World country. Let us grant that the action s-rves the interest of
the Second World Very well. But does it also serve the interest
of the Third World ? If it does, it is to be supported. Just because
it also eerves the interests of the Second World cannot make it
bad. The main criterion is whether the unity is directed sgainst
the hegemonism of the two sup-rpowers or not. What s a united
front for except the realsation of the common interests of all its
constituents ¢ Everyb)dy knows that the Second World countries
are not going to unite with the Third World countries merely to
shower blessings amongst the latter. If one could ally only with
saints, alliances would be rare 1ndeed Was not Churchill a dichard
imperialist 7 We know it from our own experlence. He was
even against giving Dominion Status to lidia But he wanted
to oppose fascist Germany in the interest of his own country.
So, in relation to fascist Germany and the world mtuation of
that ume, his role was progressive, and when Germany became
sthe common enemy of the world people, his antl Nazi.aspect becams
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primary and that 1s why Stalin made a united front with him
against German Nazism. Can we say Stalin was wrong 1n this case ¢
No, we cannot. History has proved that Stalin was correct Simi
larly, when we uphold the united front between the Third World
and the Second World, we take into account the anti hegemonistic
aspsct of the Second World, which 1s becoming prominent gradually.
This does not mean that struggle 1s to be excluded between the
Second and the Third World countries It is necessary to struggle
against the negative aspects of Second World countries. Oppressed
nations will always fight imperiahsm Also, without strugple the
front with the Second World against hegemonism by the super
powers will not be strong and enduring It 18 only through struggle
that unity can be achieved If unity 1s sought through struggle, it
will endure, 1f umity 1s sought through yielding, 1t will perish.

The Third World countries are becoming more and more cons
cious of therr role 1n the fight against superpower hegemony. They
resolutely opposed the raked aggression by the USA 1n Indo China
In Africa, too, they are against the Soviet mercenaries. In 1976,
Egypt cancelled its friendship treaty with the Soviet Union The
Soviet Union lost its once privileged status in Sudan and the use of a
raval base 1n Somalha and the right to land long range reconaissance
planes in Guinea., The Panamanian people have recently won a

'signal victory in wresting the sovereignty of the Panama canal from

the US imperialists However vicious and violent the superpowers
may become, the world people will not let them go unpunished,
and if they dare to launch a world war they will only bring thext
doomsday nearer The people of the whole world will found a new
edifice on the debris of imperialism.

Splitting The Non-Aligned Movement-
A Part Of The War Preparations Of
The Social-Imperialists

The recent Conference of the Foreigd Ministere of theé non

aligned countries held 10 Belgrade almost headed towards a rift over
the point whether the countries attached to the non aligned move~
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ment should follow a genuine noa atigned path or support the so-
called socialist governments led by the Soviet Union. This last view
was advocated by the Soviet apologists, mainly Cuba With the grow
1ng menace of economic, military and political dominance of the
superpowers, all countries the world over, mainly the Third World
countries, bave come closer than b-fore and are trying to form a
united front to repulse the domination of the superpowers In the
development of the noo aligned movement there 1s 8 tremendous
obstacle to the pursuance of the policy of aggression and expansion
by the superpowers and the Soviet Union smelled 1t from the out-
set Ia the pastit was the USA which tried to pressurize the
non aligned countries to bring them finits fold It used one nom
aligned country to attack another and tried to engage them in nter
necine war  The Soviet Union 1s following the same path by using
Cuba to conduct sabotaging activities within the non aligned move-
ment. It has directed Cuba to use force to commit aggression
agamnst and interfere 1n the affairs of non aligned countries, causing
grave difficuliies to the unity of the non aligned movement.

. The fundamental principles of the non aligned movement that
1t should fight against economic or pohtical hegemony and all types
of external interference and dependence and that it should metis
culously steer away from Power Blocks and work for the ehmina-
tion of such Blocks were again upheld at this meeting. Cuba tried
to propagate the thesis that the non aligned nations should move
closer to the Soviet Block which, according to Cuba’s clalm,' was
the' natural ally of the non aligned nations This thesis was repu
gnant to all except a handful of Soviet surrogates such as South
Yemen, Ethiopia, and Angola Cambodia, Somaha, Egypt,
Zaire and Morocco sought Cuba’s expulsion from the move-
ment The Somalian Foreign Minister contended t(hat Cuba was
unworthy of 1ts membership of the non aligned group

. In fact, all facts go to prove the Somalian Foreign Minister’s
contention. Iastead of uoiting the non aligned nations, Cuba fs
doing its utmost to split and sabotage the non ahigned movement
and bring it into the Soviet orbit. It is a strange thing that only
some years back it was Cuba which used to castigate the Soviet
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EJmon pubicly Tt was Castro who criticized the Sowiet Union

or giving help to some dictatonal regimes in Latin Americs while

not helping Vietnam 1n its struggic against the USA  He then con-

demned the theory of ‘peaceful transition to socialism’ preached by

the Russian revisionists. But in recent years Cuda suddenly made &

volte face and is not only preaching the Soviet Unjon's line dut has

also entered Moscow'’s service pohitically and militarily This is the
inevitable outcome of the long standing Soviet infiltration into

and control of Cuba’s economic and milstary Life-lines. Sell-out

is the dirty basls for the phenomenon of Cubda’s leaders acting

subserviently in concert with Sowviet policy. Cubda’s existenes
is subsidised by its Sowvict masters No wonder, it has stepped

up its collaboration with the Soviet social imperialists. Sovies
military aid alone to Cuba mince 1961 is estimated to be 9 dillion

dollars. Acting as the social imperialists’ hatchet man, it has gone

30 far asto dispatch across the Atlantic to Africa, one quarter

of its armed forces to assist in the social imperfalists’ aggreasion

and cxpansion According to Western estimates Cuba has 43,000

troops in Africa, of which 21,000 are stationed in Angola and 17,000
1o Ethiopia. It has contingents i1n Mozambique, the Congo, Equa-~
torial Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Libya and Tanzania. A sprinkling
of eivihan technicians and medical specialists is scattered in Algeria,

Benin, Capé Verde, Sierra Leone, Sao Tome and Principe. It

is helping the Soviet Union 1n its war preparation by sending its

troops abroad to create as many vassal states as posmble for its

bosses, the social imporialists. It 1s also helping the social-imperiali~
sts by sowing discord among the non-aligned groups while trying to
give & face Lift to 1ts masters by propagating the social-iumperialists

as the nataral ally of the non-aligned groups 1n an attempt to lure
the non aligned movement into the Sowviet orbit.

Almost all countries, including the host country Yugoslavia,
opposed Cuba’s stand. Yugoslavia even included in the final draf®
the term ‘hegemonism’ in the enemy list. This Cuba fought againet
vigorously as an insinuation against the Soviet Union. But a majority
of the pasticipants favoured Yugoslavia's proposal. Bvea the Foreiga
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Minister of Afghanistan, another &Ry of the Seviet Union, said in
a press conference that though they did not like the term ‘hegemony’y
yet if the majority was for its inclusion, they would not withdraw
from the non aligned movement. The Conference also rejected s
Cuban resolution which would have endorsed external intervention
and involvements in a country’s internal disputes.

But the conference failed to endorss the genuine non aligned
nations’ demand for Cuba’s ouster from the non aligned group. This
has made a sharp division in the non aligned movement. This nft
sc~ms certain to be reflected in nmext year's summit meeting
at Havana, with some 30 African countries staying away
in peotest over Cuba’s refusal to withdraw its forces from
Afnca and also to register their opposition to Cuba’s
pro Soviet role Other non-aligned nations which are still
duped by Cuba and its master, the Soviet Union must realise the
role of Cuba as the Troian Horse of the social imperlalists within
their movement [ and should follow the path of the genuine non-
aligned nations . Unless they realise this, they will one day fall
into the Soviet orbit themselves which will only bring catastrophe
to them and their people.

In this respect India Government’s role must be unequivocally
criticized While controversy raged over the inclusion of the term
‘hegemony’ 1n the final draft, the Indian External Affairs Munister,
Mr. Bajpayee, tried to play 8 ‘conciliatory’ role It is 8 common
lesson of history that conciliationism towards enemies and their
agents leads to capitulation According to Mr Bajpayee’s
proposal ‘hegemony’ should be defined in terms which prove
to be acceptable to the nval factions, which, 1n fact, aimed
at leaving ths Soviet Uaion out of the scope of the term
‘hegemony’. It is the bounden duty of the Indian people to fight
against the capitulationist diplomatic policy of the Janata Governe
ment towards the Super Powers in general, and the Sowviet Union,
10 particular,withsn the non aligned movement.
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IPANA CONVENTION

PRESS RELEASE

The Indian People’s Association 10 North America successfully
concluded its Second General Convention held 1n Montreal during
August 12 15,1978 About 40 elected delegates and observers repre
senting IPANA units 1n 13 different cities of North America parti
cipated in the 4 day Convention For unavoidable reasons, dele-
gates from four other units could not attend the convention. The
Convention was significant not only 1n terms of the large represen
tation of the patriotic Indians living 10 North America, but also n
terms of the seriousness with which all the delegates and observers
participated 1a the deliberations.

The main task of the Convention was to review the Indian
national situation, the international situation, the past experiences
of IPANA, and to take decisions concerning our future work.
Since the first General Convention of IPANA held in  Vancouver
10 August 1976, the fascist dictatorship of Indira Gandn had been
overthrcwn by the just and collective anger of the people, and
replaced by the Janata Party government.

The Second General Convention strongly reaffirmed the political
resolution of IPANA of June 1975, amended in August 1976, as
fundamentally correct. It resolved to costinue with the noble
\task of mobiizing support of the broadest sections of our
compatriots living 10 North America and of the North American
people for the New Democratic Revolution in Iodia and for
the democratic mghts of our people living here. It reaffirmed
our understanding that while the Janata government of the last
15 months has been a change from the openly fascistic rule of
Indira Gandh, it did not represent any fundamental change in the
nature of classrule 1n India The many cases of large scale and
indiscriminate police firings on the workers and other working
people and the many cases of barbaric feudal terror by the
landlords on the Haryans and landless peasant masses show that
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the Janata government could go to any extent to serve the interests
of the big bourgeossie and big landlords The fact that the unequal
1971 Treaty with Soviet Union has not been annulled and the fact
that many steps have been taken to make it easier for the impena-
list capital to plunder our country show that the new government 18
unable to break the unequal ties with imperialism particularly with
the two Superpowers. The promises made by the Janata party to
release all political prisoners have remamned unfulfilled under the
cover of technical legalities Little has been done to improve friendly
relations with neighbouring countries No genuine steps have been
taken to solve the proble.ns of unemplioyment, inflation, and other
day to day economic problems faced by the people,

The Second General Convention of IPANA took note of all this
and resolved 1n its determination to continue the task of vigorously
exposing and opposing the Janata rule and of mobilizing support
for the New Democratic Revolution 1a India, which alone can bring
genuine democracy and genwine independence in our country and
solve the problems of the Indian masses, We felt greatly inspired
by the many militant mass struggles which have broken out all over
India which clearly indicate that the people of India do not bave any
illusions about the Janata Party or in fact about the parliamentary
path to the solution of their problems. We are confident that these
mass struggles are only forerunners of a mighty revolutionary storm
_ ‘uch, under the leadership of & unified party of Indian revolution,
will eventually push aside the oppressive and exploitative system.
On our part, we in IPANA reaffirmed our pledge to do what we
can to build support among overseas Indians and other friends of
the Indian people for this revolutionary struggle We also reaffis-
med our high esteem with which we hold the various Marxist-
Leninist organizations in India and look forward with great opu-
mism to the process of unification underway there.

Among the many tasks to be undertaken, the Convention decided
to lauach an intensive internationgl campaign for an uncondstional
and immediate release of all political prisoners, including such well-
known leaders as Kanu Sanyal, Souren Bose, Teyeswar Rao, Mohna
Dhak, and others.
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The Second General Convention of [IPANA took a serious note
of the 1ncreasing fascist attacks on our people and other immigrants
in North America particularly in Canada, and decided to go all out
to mobilize our people 1n defence of our democratic rights in unty
with other minority groups and the working class as a whole

The Second General Convention of IPANA reaffirmed its recog
nition that the two Superpowers Sowvi t Social Impernialism and U S
Impenalism are the main enemies of the world’s people and a
source of war, with Soviet Social Impenalism being the more dange
rous one Ths Convention reaffirmed its belief that the Theory of
Three Worlds set forth by Chairman Mao 1s scientific and a great
weapon in the hands of the Indian people for placing Indian revolu
tion 10 the 1aternauoaal context

The Secoad Gensral Convention of IPANA reviewed the many
activities of IPANA 1n the past, including its publications, and exa
mined the various concrete ways by which our work could better
serve the revoluironary struggles of the Indian people as well as our
people liviog in North America.

In order to rigorously fulfil the tasks re.ognized by the conven-
t%on, a five member executive including a new chairperson was un-
animously elected

The Second Geaeral Convention of IPANA ended with an enthu
siastic  Public Rally at Centre Notre Dame, Montreal in the evening
of August 15 Speeches dealing with the real character of *‘inde-
pendence” 1n India were delivered, and the various decisions and
resolutions adopted at the Convention were announced Revolu
tionary songs were presented. Messages of solidarity from various
organizations 1n North America and in Europe representing patrs-
otic overseas Indians, Third World peopie, and the working class
were read out.

+ Wh~ Second General Convention was an important milestone 1n
the hfe of IPANA. It provided orgamzational and political con
solidauon and generated unbound enthusiasm to carry forward,
with geeater determraation, the noble tak of serving the Indiaa
people. August 18, 1978
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GENERAL RESOLUTIONS

( Adopted at the Second General Coi.vention of IPANA, August
12 15,1978 )

1 Saluting Indian People

IPANA pays its deep homage to the many mihisant workers and
other working people of India who gave their lives in the interest of
the pcople We salute our heroic people who are waging one mili’
tant struggle after another despite the severe repression of the ruling
classes We are confident that the Indian working class will nise in a
revolutionary storm not orly to emancipate itself from the clutches
of feudalism and imperialism, but the whole Indian ration, and will
establish gemuine democracy and genwine indgpendence.

2 Condemmag The Massacre Of Workegs

Oaq December 6, 1977, the armed police of the State brutally
attacked the workers of Swadesht Mill in Kanpur killing over 200
workers aad 1njuring many more. IPANA sternly denounces the
Janata governmept for this crime of unparalled magnitude in the
recent history of India ard for similar massacre of workers and
peasants at Pantnagar, Dilli Rajihara, Badadila, and other places.
. All these show that this government representing the interests of
big capitalists and big landlords will go to any extent to drown the

just demands of workers and othar labouring people of India m
blood.

3 Condemning Repression of The Peasant Masses

IPANA denounces the Janata government for the continued
feudal oppression, landlord terrorism, and police repression of the
peasants who coastitute the vast majonity of Indian people, fo partt

cular the attacks on Harijans and landless peasants in Belchhs,
Bishrampur, Vill :puram.

4 Condemning Political Repression

IPANA cond mns the Janata government for the continued
detention of political prisoners including thousands of Naga and
Mizo people and the PAC Jawans, and for maintaining the mary
anti-democratic and ant1 pzople laws
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5. Denouncing Racist Attacks In North America

IPANA denounces the many acts of racism and discrimination
against our people hiving 1n North America, particularly in Canada,
and against other immigrants and nationalities,. We denounce the
Canadian government for following racist and disciminatory polt
cies such as Bill C 24 recently eracted for immigration, differential
fees 1n educational tastitutions, etc. We denounce the recent ruling
of the US Supreme Court on the Bakke case as yet another attack
on the rights of nationalities and immigrants inthe USA We
resolutely pledge to join with the working class of North America
to defend the democratic rights of our people and other smmigrants
and nationalites.

6 Denouncing Racist Attacks In Egrope

IPANA denounces the recent inteonsification of racist attacks on
the people of South Asian onigin and other immigrants in England
and other European countries and we extend our solidanty to these
people 10 their just struggles for democratic rights.

7. Denouncing US Imperialism For Violating Indian Sovereignty

IPANA sternly denounces U.S. 1mperialism for planting 8 high
powered, dangerous nuclear device on the Indian Himalayan peak
Nanda Dewvi 1n order to spy over Socialist China, and for aban-
doning it there while lost, thus posing a serious threat to the lfe
of millions of Indian people. We denounce the Indian government
for its complicity 1n the violation of the sovereignty of our country,
and for allowing our land to be used for hostile actions against
another Third World country. We demand that U.S. impenalism
take immediate steps to remove the abandoned nuclear device from
the Indian soil, and that the Indian government disclose to the
people all such secret treaties with the Superpowers

8. On Relations With The N-ighbouring Countries

The present government of India has continued to follow the
policy of the preceeding Congress govermment 1n persisting In
maintaimag unfriendly relations with the neighbouring countries. It
legalized the annexation of Sikkim despite protests from the people
of Sikkim and India, 1t has continued to majntain an attitude of big

( 20 )



country chauvinism toward Pakistan, Nepal and Bangladesh, and it
refuses to settle the border dispute with the People’s Republic of
China and develop friendly relations with it We demand that the
Indian government take genuine steps to normalize relations with the
People’s Republic of China, improve relations with other neigh-
bouring countries and annul the illegal occupation of Sikkim

9. On The Two Superpowers

Recognizing that the two Superpowers Soviet Social Imperialism
and US Imperialism are the main enemies of the world’s people
and a source of war, with Soviet Social Imperialism being the more
dangerous oné, and recognizing that the sovereignty and mndepen-"
dence of the countries of the world are constantly threatened by
these two superpowers, IPANA strongly denounces these super-
powers and upholds that the theory of Three Worlds set forth by
Chairman Mao 1s scientific and a great weapon in placing Indian
revolution 1n the international context.

10 Supporting Third World Struggles

TIPANA rcsolutely extends its solidanty to the heroic struggles
going on 10 the many Third World countries of Asia, Africa, and
Latin America agamnst colonialism, neo-colonialism, ziopism and
againgt impenialism, particularly against the hegemonism of the two
Superpowers. In particular, we extend our solidarity to the peoples
of Azania, Namibia, Zimbabve and Palestine who are putting upa
mighty and just struggle We are confident that the militant and
Just struggles of the people, nations and countries of the Third
World will be victorious 1n establishing genuine democracy and
independence and thus advance the revolutionary cause of the
people the world over.

11, Supporting The Working Class Straggles In North America

IPANA extends its support to the many militant struggles waged
by the working class, including 1mmigrant workers, m Canada and
U.S.A. against the intensifying oppression and explortation by the
bourgeoisic in these countries. We salute the growing working class
movement 10 these countries.
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Political Notes and Comments

A.  AFTER THE HANGING

Yhe revolutionary peasent leacer Krishnan Chetty was banged
on July 25, 1978, at the Coimbatore Jail, Tamil Nadu He was 30.
The AIADMK Govt. ;n Tamil Nadu and the Jamata Govt. at the
centre have deliberately taken a heavy responsibility, for Comrade
Chetty was ouly the third political worker to be hanged 1n India after
1947 (the other two were Comrades Kista Gowda and Bhoomaiah,
who were banged by the fascist Indira Govt on Dec 1, 1975, during
the Emergency) The Janata Government was secretive and conspira-
tonial about the hanging When clemency for Comrade Chetty was
pleaded for in parhament and when the P U C L (Delhi) approached
the President for the same cause, Comrade Chetty had already been
secretly hanged, yet this was not disclosed on either occasion In
this way the Janata Govt bas surpassed fascist Indira, for in the
case of Comrades Gowda a ;d Bhoomaiah, at least news about the
exscution was not kept secret, even under the Emergency censorshap.
People are throwing to the faces of the Janata leaders their election
pledges regarding political prisoners and their brave words durning
the Emergency, for example ¢ ‘Now, we have been told that Kista
Gowd and Bhoomalah were hanged in Hyderabad .. with their
exceution the dictator and her goons have started putting the
hangman’s noose round the necks of political workers - The blood
of Kista Gowd and Bhoomaiah cries for revenge And rest assured,
madan dictator, their deaths will be avenged®. [ George Fernandez,
underground bulleun, Dec 1975 ] Perbaps the Jarata mmister
who wrote this was somewhat apprehensive about the safety of his
own ncuk at the moment  But now he 18 walking the corndoers of
poweer.
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It is the blatent bypocricy of the Janata that shocks the people,
the shameless gap between words ard deeds Ttey have out Con-
gressed the Corgress in this respect  In complete disregard of their
solemn pledges before the Lok Sabha elections which brought them
to power, the Janata Government does not lift a finger to release
the political pris oners, numrbenng more than 1000, still langmshing
m Indian jails. They include revolutonary Communists, Naga and
Mizo fighters, and PAC Jawans 6 more political prisoners await the
death sentence  The people must unleash a mighty wave of struggle
to secure the releae of all political prisorers, including those under
sentences of death, and the mmmediate commuting of the death
sentences i

The banging of Comrade Krishnan Chetty has caused great anger
among the people and a renewed concern over the fate of political
prisoners. The P.U.C.L (Delhi) and the CF D (Delli) called for
a one day dharna/hunger strike at the Boat Club on Aug 15, 1978“."
15th August was marked by demonstrations led by the CPI (ML) in
various parts of the country as a Black Day in protest agalnst the
hanging The West Bengal State Orgamsing Commuttee of the CPI
(ML) brought out a 3000 strong procession on Sept. 1 1n Calcutta to~
protest against the hanging News of black flag demonstrations,
burning of effigies of M.G Ramchandran and N Sanjiva Reddy,
meetings and demonstrations led by the CPI{ML) and other revolu
tionaries, 1n protest against the hanging, are coming 1n from diffe
rent places Truly, the death of Comrade Krishnan Chetty will not
be in vain and will not remain unavenged.

B. ONCE AGAIN THE EMERGENCY ONCE AGAIN
PREVENTIVE DETENTION

Perhaps the most fitting comment on the 45th {renumbered 44th)
Constitution Amendment Bill was the tribute paid in the Lok
Sabha to the Law Minister by a Congress (I) member to the effect
that he (the member) was happy that the Jarata Government had
seen the difference between ‘idealism’ and ‘practicability’ ' In plain



languege, the Japata Party bas thrown its election pledges to the
wirds. The Janta in fighting has resulted m a clear admussion of
this betrayal, as for example when Sri Raj Narain read out in the
Lok Sabha a bst of blatantly disregarded items from a copy of the
Janata election mainfesto

It is reported 1n the Press that in the Janata Parliamentary
Party 86 M P s voted for the provision for Emergency in the Bill
and 41 against. If these 41 M P s are sincere enough to fight for
democracy, they should have voted against the Bill in Parliament.
Now they should openly come forward to fight against the Emer
geocy provision and side with the people. But will they ?

The two most disturbing schemes worked into the Consti-
tution once agamn refer to provisions for the declaration
of Emergency on the ground of armed rebellion and for preven-
tive detention. On the declaration of Emergeney, the Janata stand
18 hardly different from Indira Gandhi's. Oan paper, the Janata
proviso of ‘armed rebellion’ may appear to be less flimsy than Indira
Gandhi’s “internal disturbances’. But when it comes to the question
of suppressing people’s struggles, both versions can and will be
viewed with liberal latitude. 1In any case, the declaration of Emer-
gency will not be justiciable, and so the government of the day will
be able to impose Emergency at will, without fear of judicial review,
even for the hittle that the latter 1s worth

There are ordinary laws draconian enough to allow with ease the
most brutal repression on the exploited masses But this 1s not all.
Locally, the ruling classes and their governments are violating their
own laws every day in suppressing people’s struggles The laws and
rights enshrined 1n the Constitution do not apply for the basic mass-
es, and on many occasions, for many other sections of the people,
unless the application is in the nature of pumsshment. The whole
question of legality 1s suspended 1n dealings between the basic mass-
s, especially the peasantry, and the rulirg classes. Thisis
the essence of what is meant by the absence of demo
cracy in our country. The poor and landless peasantry and
large sections of the working class live in a state of
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perpetual Emergency. This bemg the status of legality in
the country, there can be little doubt that if the ruling classes face
8 growng tide of people’s movements, which affects a large part of
the country, they will not hesitate to clamp down Emergency
without going into the niceties of deciding whether the situation was
one of ‘armed rebellion’ ornot. The provisions for parliamentary
review, paraded by the Janata Party, will be of little avail 1n such a
situation, as has been proved amply n the abject surrender of Par

hament to Indira Gandhi's dictatorship during the last Emergency.

The provision for declaring Emergency on the ground of exter-
nal aggression 1s also an unwarranted one. A just defence of the
country should and can be based on wider and increased participa-
tion by the people in defence efforts and not on a constriction of
their rights. In any case, the Government has always framed
special repressive rules, like the Defence of India Rules, besides pro-
mulgating Emergency during military engagements (needless to say,
the rules have been used for suppression of the people’s rights) The
past record of the Indian ruling clas<es 1n no way justifies their claim
to greater rights of suppression to meet ‘external aggression’, So far,
Emergency has been declared on the ground of ‘external aggression’
only to attack socialist China or dismember neighbouring Pakistan
Further, Emergency has been stretched ¢n and on, long after
military engagements ceased, to enable the ruling classes to use the
repressive provisions against the people

Only a complete denial of the right to declare Emergency would
bave prevented the executive from putting a constitutional cloak on
the general suppression of people’s liberties, which it inevitably
mflicts 1 situations cntical to the ruling classes. Of course this cane
not affect the real power of the ruling classes and the government of
the day to suppress the people ruthlessly and impose a fascist regime,
comstitution or no constitution. But 1t would have prevented the
attachment of a ‘Constitutional’ fig leaf to cover fascism.

The provision for Emergency to deal with ‘armed rebellion’
needs to be fought not only on the grounds of possible mus use,
but also on the gegeral grounds of principle. 1t 1s illogical to con-
demn armed rebellion 1n the abstract without judging the context.
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Tte people must ard do have the might to take up arms to protect
themselves and to abolish oppressive regimes. The Tarkunde Com
pission  has  unearthed in Andhra Pradesh the gruesome
details of how the mirions of the State unleash tbe most brutal
armed violence on the people, kilirg ttem 1n cold blood in the
name of ‘encounters.” In such a situation how are tke people to
protect themselves, if not by arms ¢ Pious resolutions and even
punishment of the guilty, so slow to materialise and so hght when 1t
does materialise (which 18 seldom), after the events, will not help
the already murdered, the raped, the mutilated and the dispossessed.

Would 1t have been wrong for the people gf India to have taken up
arms to overthrow the fascist regime of Indira Gandhi ¢ That the
dictator finally left after the defeat at the polls does not answer this
question with ‘yes’ Before the elections, what was the guarantee
that they would be held, and, if held, not rigged ¢ If people had
taken up arms at that stage (before the elections), would not they
have been justified ? George Fernandez of the Janata Party and
others formulated clear cut plans to overthrow Indira Gandhi by
force of arms The case instituted against them on this count by
the dictator was withdrawn by the Janata Government. If all this
was justified, does it not prove that the general 1ssue of ‘armed
rebellion’ cannot be condemned out of hand ? What course will be
open 1f a future dictator takes a lesson and does away with elections
or ensures their riggiog, processes well known 1a many regimes
around the world and 1o our country also } Would not the people
be justified 1n taking up arms 1n that case p

These examples should show that 1t is necessary to demarcate
learly between a just taking up of arms and an unjust one The
seople have the right to protect with arms hife, hivelihood, liberty
ind the honour of women against unjust attack by reactionaries and
he State, and tte night to overthrow by force a regime of
oppression. Let us now come to the crux of the matter.
The real targets of the provision against ‘armed rebellion’ are
the people’s struggles for revolutionary social transformation and
the movements of the nationalities for self determunation. Is it in-
sorrect for the people to take up arms in such causesy The
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stand of our Party on this question isclear and well known.
Let us just conclude by quoting the stand of J. P. J.P was
asked 1n a recently published interview : ‘If such a violent move
ment starts 1n which you see even a remote possibility of a revolu
tionary chan ge, what would be your role * He rephied, ‘If there is
such a movement and I see the possibilities of change I would not
oppose it, that I have said many a time Whether I will support
it is difficult to say What will happen under those circumstances
cannot be predicted. I have not lost hope. Change can be brought
about by peaceful means, though it has not yet been successful *

Little needs to be sard 1n the matter of preventive detention.
Again many Janata Party legislators opposed 1t. This black provi
sion has continued since the days of the British Raj. Various
political forces had paid hip service to its removal when in opposi
tion, only to express mnability to maintain the existing rule of the
exploiting classes without invoking its aid once in power This has
been the attitude of the old Congress, and 1ts successors, the Janata,
the CPI and the CPI (M), who have all used preventive detens
tion or hope to use it. An attempt by the Janata Government to
work the black Jaw into the criminal procedure code was defeated
1n the face of determined opposition from the people But 1ts con
stitutional validity has been enshrined again and 1t will continue
to be used against the people We have seen two recent examples
in the min; MISA used by the Madhya Pradesh Janata Govern
ment to fight the electricity workers and the black Ordinance pro-
mulgated by Sheikh Abdullah to stifle political opposition.

The Janata Party’s loyalty to democracy has been proved to be
sham and fake But most shocking has been the attitude of the
CPL (M) and other stalwarts of the ‘left’”. They made sunable
nofses of protest to deceive the people, but made no attempt to
present an all out, determi-ed and vehement opposition. Did they
take the 1ssue to the people? No Dud they walk out from Parha-
ment 7 No Did they even vote against the amendmenty No.
The amendment was carried m the Lok Sabha by 375 votes to nil,
with two abstentions. Such 1s the shameless treackery of the revi
sionists to the cause of the people But why should we be surp-
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The Prime Minister wrtes persistently to Chief Ministers of
Andhra Pradesh to exempt the biggest Zamindar of the state,
the Raja of Chalapall, from land ceiing rules.  Attacks
on Harijans have mounted everywhere. The police are on
a spree of murder, torture arson and rape. Civil iberties dangle
in md air, numerous political prisoners, mainly revolutionaries,
langmish in prison, provisions for Emergency on internal grounds
ard preventive detention are re enacted A leader of bonded labour
is kiiled by the hangman’s noose

Who cares ? Not the three hard boiled old politicians who
ficht as maliciously and spitefully as tom cats in the might, sulk
and glower at each other ike spoilt children, and conspire with
men of the worst repute Iike the most vicious chieftains of gang
lard Lesser fry run helter <kelter 1o fruitless efforts of mediation
Alliances change and loyalties shift between morning and evening.
Yet, the party keeps together Cynics sneer that fear of the late
dictator 18 the great cementer Everybody is afraid ‘of her and
everybody secks to keep unbroken at least one secret line to her

But the centre of the stage 1s now dominated by the juniors
The son of the late dictator is shoved into the wings by another
son who emerges as the centre of a whirlpool of corruption, smugg
ling, msuse of privilege and the amassing of fortunes through poli
tical pull The self righteous old Gandhian father defends his son,
even as 1t 1s proved that he raised Rs. 90 lakhs for the party from
businessmen obviously only because he was the son of his father
Charges against the son of one are sought to he balanced by coun
ter charges against the son 1n law of another, and ‘serious’ business
1n Parhameont 18 bypassed to accommodate the telling of weird tales
of corruption, nepoti>m and graft But the ciimax occurs as the son
of the third senile contestant makes his appearance Now, the
murky scene erupts with the blazes of charges and counter-charges
of a love triangle, divorce elopement, kidnapping, compromising
photographs of orgies in the nude and bla.kmail. The son pleads
innocence and tie henchmen of one 0ld sinner are arrested for
kidnapping him and a girl friend The son’s wife strides 1nto tearful
prominence as she 1s sued for divorce by the son. In the mean time
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the car used by the son and girl friend 1s found to be linked to a
Western arms salesman * Need 1t be mentioned that the father can
grant arms contracts ?

Tte shameful show goes on Plot, counter plot, dismissal, resigna
tion mediation, corruption, sex, cnme and violence make & fierce
combination to knock the newspaper reading public out of their
minds. Social democrats take up jackal whines for umity within
the ruling party, because therr dreams of power are inter locked
closely with the sordid intrigues of these lars and thieves All the
while the empty bellied, half naked multitudes are left free to starve,
die and be killed This state of things canrot last long

D HOW DEMOCRATIC IS JYOTI BASU’S POLICE ?

The West Bengal Government has set up police and Eastern
Frontier Rifls camps 1o Onda and Barjora police stations of
Bankura Dustrict  The police and the para military forces have let
loose a reign of terror 1n the area. On 29th and 30th August Com,
Santosh Rana visited the area along with some representatives of
civil hiberty organisations of West Bengal When the delegation
reached the village Bikrampur in Onda P.S. old men and women
rushed to them (because the young men have all fi=d due to police
torture) and told them the incidents of police atrocity in the area.

In the wvillage, Bikrampur pohice has destroyed paddy, rice and
other crops belonging to the peasants, looted money, hens and
other belongings. All the wvillagers including women have been
beaten up and some women have been molested The police have
forcibly occcupied the houses of villagers for use as camps The
schools have been forcibly occupied and turned into police camps.
The police and para mihitary forces are forcibly scizing vegetables
from the fields. The story is the same 1n some other villages like
Joresal, Kodalia, Digh Nikunjapur and otbers. In village Joresal,
the police have broken the furniture of the High School and forcibly
set up a camp in the school compound. One woman, Sm. Pushpa
Laha of the same village, has bcen molested by the police force,

The peasants complained that thay had complamed to the
Mimster Sn Partha Dey about the police torture, But Sri Partha
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Dey ( a CPI (M) Minister ) gave a statement to the Press that there
was no torture by police n the area On 1st September, a dele
gation of the CPI (M L) led by Com Santosh Rana visited the Chief
Minister 1n the Assembly and complaned about the police atrocities
in Bankura. The Chief Minister told t' ¢ delegation that his Party
men had told him that the allegations of police atrocity are not true.

The police atrocity 1n Bankura clearly shows how Mr Jyot: Basu
Is guaranteeing democratic rights to the down trodden peasants
He showed 1t 1n 1969, when he had sent the E F. R to Gopiballav-
pore and Debra and this time he 18 repeating the same performance.

MASSES ON THE MOVE
( Report from the States )

Andhra Pradesh :

AN UPSURGE OF ANTI FEDUAL STRUGGLES IN
KARIMNAGAR DISTRICTS.

CHENNA REDDY MINISTRY'S BRUTAL TERRORS ON
THE PEASANTS

FIGHT FOR CIVIL LIBERTIES

Kanmnagar District seems to be the first item on the Agenda
of the Suppression Programme of the Police One finds a reign of
terror let loose throughout the taluk of Sircilla. A police Raj has
been established 1n this taluk  Police camps have cropped up every

where. Hundreds have been arrested, many have faced the lathis
of the police, landlords and their goondas brutally beaten many.

Democratic set up has been completely disturbed. The demo-
cratically formed peasant somgams are not allowed to function.
Whoever belongs/supports the sangam 18 arrested or beaten brutally.
People protesting against such atrocities are not aliowed to show
their protest. Section 144 has been 1mposed throughout the Taluk.
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«Landlords unable *to live as bef>re and continue their age old
methods of exploitation have now combined their strength with
the police One can very easily draw the conclusion that this state .
machinery 1s nothing but the tool of the ruling-classes. It has
proved its truz nature that of serving the interests of a; minority
rather than the interests of the majority.

This 18 the case not only 1n Karimnagar but also throughout the
country Dalht Rajhara, Bailadilia, Pantnagar, the grecent peasant:
movement 11 Tamil Nadu, and the Hyderabad ncident all go to
prove the true nature of the police Its role during the Emergency
1s another glaring exposure of a true servant of gthe dominant
section

Whenever the people begin to assert their right you find the
- police trying to prevent thea from domng it Struggles of workers,

peasants, students have always been drowned in biood
The democratic movements of the people 1n Karimnagar fac d

five phascs of suppression  Tae struggles against the age old feudal
cxploitation had to go through

1 Thoe attagk of the landlords.

2, The attack of goondas

3 The police attack

4. The combined attack of laadlords and goondas

5. The combined rampage of the laadlords, goondas and
police.

L. THE ATTACK OF THE LANDLORD

The peasants realis d the necsssity to organise themselves to end
feudal exploitation They have been facing such exploitation for a
loag ume But now uader the Sangaams they are slowly comiag out
to end such decayiag forms of exploitation  Taey have been strugg
ling to assert thair rigats. The struggle to assert their rights on
their own lands has bzea the most wmportant one , which has ques
tionzd the very system exiting, aad waich has also caused the very
nature of the state machinery to coms out so opanly.
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{ A) The Nimmapally Movement of 1974

One Mr. Venkaiah from Govindaram village of Jagtial Taluk
came down to Nimmapally about 80 to 90 years back. He had
nothing but a one-eyed buffalo. He was very well accommodated
by the villagers, especially by the Harijans. Takirg advantage of
the good nature of the villagers, Venkaiah settled in the village. His
son Anthaiah however managed to become the Gumastha to the
Patwari. After the Patwari’s death, Anthaiah assumed the full
charge of the Patwari and later illegally acquired nearly 1,200 acres
of land. People cleared the land and cultivated the land. These
were annexed by Anthaiah on his own name. Thus he became the
monarch of the place. Raghava Rao was the son of Anthaiah.
The present landlord Bhaskar Rao is the son of Raghava Rao.
This Bhasar Rao is famous as a notorious feudal lord. He illegally
annexed 22 acres of land of the Harijans. After the formation of the
Sangham people tried to reoccupy their land. Realising the danger,
Bhaskar Rao’s family attacked the people right on the field.
Hanmantha Rao (brother of Bhaskar Rao) drove the tractor over
the poor peasants. They could do nothing else but defend their
lives. Peasants and their animals were seriously injured. This
attack was pointed out in the State Assembly and the then Chief
Minister, Vengal Rao, assured the House that the lands of the
Harijans would be defended and the guilty would be punished.
But the very next day, the people had to face the wrath of the police.
The poor peasants were punished instead of the landlords. They
were dragged into a conspiracy case. The conspiracy of the Govern-
ment to suppress genuine people’s movements to assert their rights
was well proved by this plot. Innocent and illiterate peasants were
dragged into the web of the courts. Everyone knows the judicial
set-up in India. Guns and literature brought from elsewhere were
placed alongside these peasants and a photograph was flashed in
the newspapers. Even after such tricks of the police, the conspiracy
ease was withdrawn, as the police found it impossible to prove.
From the same village, 3 peasants were arrested under M.LS.A.
during the Emergency and they were later released after three
moaths. Not perturbed by these repressive measures the people
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ultimately asserted their rights and reoccupied the land. They are
now enjoying the fruits of the land.

After the onslaught on the p=ople during Emergency, the land-
lords plotted to annihilate the leaders and organisers who had just
come out from under-ground activity. The concept of the reactiona-
ries, that once the leaders are annihilated the whole democratie
movement can easily be smashed, was put into practice immediately
after the ending of the fascist Indira regime. Many leaders were
attacked by the goondas.

II. THE ATTACK OF THE GOONDAS

(B) The landlord of Nimmapally annexed 10 acres of land allo-
“tted to a political sufferer, Natta Peoddulu. But Peddulu was
pever allowed to assert his right on the land. In protest of this
illegal occupation of the land, public mectings were arranged in 1:¢
surrounding villages. One such meeting held at Konaraopet in
August, 1977, was suddenly attacked by 60 goondas. Th:y
tried to annihilate the most important leader, J. Chalapathi Rao (the
C.PI. (ML) organisec). But the audience ross in retaliation
and the goondas had to flee the field. Thus even this sort of
anaihilation programme met a failure only bzcause of the mass
support towards the organisers.

Having tasted failure in their moves not only in these two
incidents but on many such occasions, the landlords were forcad
to approach the police, and with their help re-established thcir
domiation to further their agz-old methods of ex)loitation of the
people.

IIl. THE ATTACK OF THE POLICE

(C) S:izing the occasion of the visit of the Governor, Sm .
Sharada Mukherjee to Vemulavada in Szptember, 1977, people i1
thusands gathered 1o vent their grievances and poiat out the atroci- .
ties of the landliords through a Memorandum. Tae police resorted (0
an uaprovoked lathi-charge, iajuring miny. The gutter besides the
temple in Vemulavada was full of people trymz to escap: from the
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lathis The Governor, mova1 at the fate of the poor peasants,
apologised on behalf of the poiice It seems that the citizens do not
have the richt to meet their Governor ( The constitutional head of
the State ) aad present their wo s The police did not wart to ex
pose the misdecds of the lundlords They wanted to suppress the
news and keep the world igaorant of the atrocities let loose on
poor peasants in the countryside

After the dcparture of the Goverror, the D S P, Pillai, comman
ded the p.ople to dicperse. He was unable to swallow the irsult But
the people demended an apology froa him for his uawarranted
attack This enraged Pilai and another lathi charge resulied  Once
again, the people Lad to defend themsclves, a* d 1n that resistarce,
Pillai got hurt. The piople 1n thousands marched in protest and
showed their unity The same eveniig the police ravagsd the
whole town  Huudred, of poliemea were dumped and every
citizen was braten  Is this th~ aphlogy tendered by the police ?
All shops and establishments were snut down O1ie Mr Saaikar,
a petty botel owner, was bratally b=atea anad was later admutted to
the hospital.

Provoked by this, the peopie in the whole taluk protested They
had clearly uunderstood the true role of the police Isitto serve
the nterests of a few or the 1aterests of the majonty ?

Villagers everywhere realiscd the mecessity of organiiag them
selves and thus Peasant Saoguams cropped up everywhere After
the Asscbly electioss, hundreds of aati feudal strugsles broke out
i diffetent parts of the taluk.

(D, In Venkatapuar and Garjanp-lly p=ople were allotted separate
electricity transform r» and were aole to check up to a certamn
extent the rampant corruption 12 the Electricity Departmeat, Land
Mortgage Banks, Co operative Ceatral Bi1ak, and State Banks In
soms villagss Harijaus oczupied house sites

(E) Ia Chik>du village sh~pherds nad to follow a tradition of
allowinz their sheep to> remiun on the fields of the landlords so
thit the landiords’ lands could bacom= fertile by the mightsoil. Tms
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time trey refused to comply with this customary practice This
enraged the landlords Gooda Butchi Reddy and Gooda Narasimha
Reddy resulting in the imposition of a fine of Rs 2000/ In
protect a public meeting was leld in the village  Later, about 400
peasarts, particularly the shepherds, marched to the landlords
and dcmanded withdrawal of the illecal fine At last the landlords
yielded and withdrew the fine

In the ame villase 200 acres of for st waste land was occupied
by the prople durirg Emergercy The Forest officials then confi
scated tte ploughs and cases were foisted on the peop'e The
people protested and culuvated thelard The Government was
unable to do anything  This season, after having vaily app aled
to the Government to grant Pattas, the pcople tilled the land and
seeds were even sown

(F  In Vemulaiada town Javvaji Nampally took a loan of Rs

1 500/ , about ten years back from K Govind Rao, alandlord

cum money lerder ) By 19,4 the poor fellow had already paid Rs

6007/ 1n cash From him was then demanded the balance of Rs

3300/ The pleas of Nampally only resulted in the confiscation of
bis 3 acres of land and his house through a court decree Even
then the landlord tried to extract the loans he had given to others,
through Nampally One of them was already dead Unable to
comply with the landlord s demand Nampally approached the
Sangham and with 1its help re occupied his land

(G) A rich laadiord defying the Land Ceiling Act, sold
lands and earred lakhs of rupees Near Bhimun: bandalu a strip of
40 acres cultivated by tenants ( Farjjans ) was also sou ht to be sold
aftcr forceful eviction of the tenarts The whole village protested
under the leadersh p of the Sangham against Chennamanom Venkata
Narsinga Rao, the landlord Th y reoccupied the lard

(H) In Sivangalapally, 60 acres of forest waste land was
occupied by the people Cases were fram d on tue people and they
were nned by the Court This was a year back This time, after
bhavirg come to krow tuat thislard has come wunder de fore ted



land, the people appealed to the Government for allotment Seelng
no resporse from the Government, the people occupied the land
under the leadership of the Sangham

(I) Paddira villagers had to face the following illegal extrac-
ticps by the forest officials ( pot only the local but also district
officials )

(a) Pullan  This means a legal levyof Rs 2/ p a on every
cow that grazes on forest land Other animals are exempted
But the forest officials extracted Rs 10/ to 15/ on every kind of
animal  The poor peasants were forced to comply with sucha

demand of the Forest Officials, or else their ammals bad to face
hunger

(b) Nagarpati  Wood for every plough was charged exorbr
tant rates

(c) Sheep had to be supplied free of cost to the forest officials

(d) Exorbitant prices were charged on wood used for cooking
and other purposes

The Sangham here mobilised the willagers against such illegal

skinning of the people and successfully stopped the bribes and
extractions.

Such struggles broke out every where uader the leadership of
the Sanghams Thus Sanghams mushroomed 1 every village of the

Taluk mobilising every exploited peasant against all forms of
exploitation

(J) Bhagawanth Rao, the cruellest landlord of this area, lives
in Chakkapally wviilage He 1s the President of the Vemulavada
Panchayat Samithi and his wifeis the Sarpanch of the Gram
Panchayat The lady wields power and acts mm the cruellest
manner Every wvillager 1s afraid even to talk about these people

Now let us sce the forms of exploitation existing 1n this village

(1) The whole willage has to cuitivate gratis the Jand of this
jord tabout 70 acres)

(2) Village Sunkars and Sapayies (1¢, Government employees
hke attendants and sweepers) must engage themsclves completely
with this lo d s domestic ard agricultural activities
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(3) Both the parties involved n any petty case had to deposit
thousands of rupees with the landlord As a loyal and sincere ser
vant of the people, this Bhagawanth Rao puts the money 1n the
village temple’s hundi, 1n the presence of the whole village  Then
the same might this money 1s transferred into the private treasury
of Bhagawanth Rao Through this modus operandi, it seems he
has extracted about Rs 4 lakhs If no quarrels broke out between
the people, then Bhagawanth Rao’s loyal henchmen would provoke
and manhandle someone ( particularly among the women) and
drag the person to the Panchayta, so that the required ‘deposit’
18 extracted

(4) The Gowda ( toddy tappers ) community had to oblige
this ‘Maharaja’ and pay Rs 4 000/ to 5,000/ as ‘mamul’

(5) Permission from this Maharaja’ 13 a must for anyone to
buy or scll anything, and the ‘mamul’ alone can fetch the
permission

(6) Bhagawanth Rao also owns a nce mill where a quintal of
paddy 1s charged Rs 3/, whereas 1n other willages only Rs 2/ 18
charged Apart from this, a certain amount of rice, the paddy husk
and the rice bran must be given to this fellow

(7) 10 acres under the temple bas been taken for lease by
Bhagawanth Rao with an agreed rent of Rs 500/ per anoum But
he never pays the rent Not only this the priest of the temple 1s
never given the required remuneration  He lives only by begging

{8) Whoever protests against such brutal exploitation falls a
prey to the terrory maintaired the landlord, and the sadist lady takes
the lead to prove her power over the people A poor peasant orce
found a small goat and after a thorough search for its owner, the
peasant retained 1t Later 1t was eaten by his family This
Dews traversed to the ears of the ever keen lady who wanted to
extract a fine from the poor peasant She started a8 whisper 1n the
village that she had lost a small goat Tae poor fellow keeping in
mird the cu,tomary tortures and fines on this pr text commtted
suicide
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The great Vengal Rao, the Chief Minsster, conferred the title
‘Dapakarra’ on this lardlord This fellcw s al<o fenous 23 a
soclalist The title of Iarakarra was corferred on Bhagawanth
Rao when this peeudo sociahist donated 12 scres, which were
already sold to the recple at exorbitart prices This was how the
20-pomnt progremme of the Lady Huler of India, Indira Gandh,
was 1mplemented ard prepagated everywhere All the rewspa
pers carnied the photographs of tt1s ‘Danakarna’

One will also be surprised to find, how the villagers have atilised
their frarchise No ore in the village had ever exercised his
franchise during many cof the previous electiors, but hurdred
per cent polling was recorded It 1s obvious who exercise the
franchise of the villagers

IV, THE ATTACK OF THE LANDLORDS AND GOONDAS

(K) Even in such a feudal, fascist domain, the poor peasants’
Sanghams cropped up As soon as Bhagawanth Rao heard about
the formation of Sangham he wanted to crush the Sangham
1a the bud He called all the villagers and threatened them
about the consequences of participation 1n the Sanghams Two of
the main organisers were brutally beaten and their crops destroyed
They had to leave their wvillage for their own safety Realising
that this was not sufficient to curb the activiti s of the Sapgham,
Bhagawanth Rao forcibly marched all the villagers m Vemulavada.
On 20th March 1978 the viliagers marched 1n a procession, giving
only two slogans Chakkapally 1s one, and Bhagwanth Rao 18 God
Apart from this, Bhagawanth Rao plotted to annihilate the main
leader, Chalapath1 Rao When Chalapath1 Rao and his two com
rades, Satyanarayana and Ramesh, were returning from Sircilla, they
were atiacked and seriously injured This attack was directly led
by Bhagawanth Rao and his brother in law, Venkat Rama Rao,
Sarpanch of Kodhurupak This aumhilation programme also met
with faillure because of the massive support given by the people

Immediately about 1,500 peasants marched 1n protest agamst
this brutal attack in Vemulavada town Similar protest marches
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were held .n mapy other villages Realwsing the darger of the massive
upsurge of the people, Bhagawanth Rao had to escape from the
village The Chakkarally vil'agers realised the force of an orga
pised effort and almost all of them joined the Sangham The
goondas who w re earlier agairst the Sangtam also surrerdered
All the actnity of the lardlord was stepped  Cultivation through
forced labour was also stopped The mce mill came to a stand
still and a total social boycott of the landlord was practised,

Enraged at the activities of the Sangham, the landlord planned
another plot to anmhilate tte leaders On 4th May, 1978, some
goondas were about to attack the Vemulavada CPI (ML) office
All of a suddem people resisted the attack ard forced the goondas
to surrender Thus, no supporter of Bhagawant Rao exists in the
village Bhagawanth Rao then started organising his class brothers
and also goordas The police was also approached

(L) Bompally Channadi Prabhakar Rao alias Thella Dcra,
1s notorious for raping women No young woman was spared from
this landlord’s paws Culuvation and other domestic activity
1s carried on through forced labour Women engaged in the rice
mill owned by him have all been raped The modus operandi 1s
that whenever he likes a particular woman the woman will be
called into his house on the pretext that his wife needs her services
and then, 2fter boluing the doors, Thella Dora wili rape the woman

A dhobr woman Devamma, was a victim of Thella Doras sex
orgies Devamma was marned to one Devaiah of Gundannapally
Later, the landlord saw to it that they were divorced Devamma then
virtually ived with Thella Dora  The whisp rs in the village about
this affair forced Thella Dora to send her back to her husband
Later a domestic quarrel between the couple resulted 1n the depar
ture of Devamma She complained to Thella Dora and once sgain
hived with him  Tiis sex mamac decided to quicten Devaiah and

continue his affair with Devamma

A typical feudal practice exists in this village Wheever enters
the village must at first salute Thella Dora. In these parts there 1s
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another feudal practice,1 e, the news of the death of any villager
must be conveyed to his relations or friends by a particular dhobi

It so happened that Devaiah carrying such news entered the
village No sooner than he entered, he was caught and taken to
the centre of the wvillage He was then brutally beaten by the
landlord and his men The goondas of the landlord gripped
Devaiah by his legs and revolved hm m the air Later, the un

conscious body of Devaiah was kept 1n the Gram Panchayat Office
The next day the live body was thrown into a near by streamlet

No one was allowed to render any help to the injured and un

conscious Devaiah  Later 1n the afternoon, a relative, Venkats, took
Devaiah into his house and gave him the necessary aid Immedia

tely, the goondas pounced on Venkati and threatened him to leave
Devaiah to his fate or face the same fate himself Venkati fled the
village and informed about this to the people of Gundannapally 15
persons went to Thella Dora and pleaded with him to release the un

conscious Devaiah, but Thella Dora refused and declared a reward
of Rs 500/ to those who would burn the live body of Devaiah
Helpless, the villagers returned back and mobilised others On 30th
June, 1978 about 400 peasants marched to Thella Dora. Scared by
the peoples’ march Thaella Dora, while attempting to escape, fell
down and was caught by the people He was brotght to the centre
of the village All the villagers gathered and garlanded him with
chappals and brooms Every woman spat on his face and narrated
the cruelties they faced He was then paraded throughout the village
and also the surrounding wvillages of Koren, Dundrapally,
Gundannapally and Stambhampally Everywhere Thella Dora
faced the same treatment from the masses Then entered the police
They promised that proper punishment would be given to the land

lord, and the poor peasants innocently handed over the landlord to
the police 8 villagers were asked to come to the Police Station,
and they were later arrested

All these ant1 feudal struggles throughout the whole taluk united
the eudal landlords, and the police was approached by them
resula ag 1n a reign of terror thronghout the taluk.

(M) Nizamabad village Kondan Chminna Venkat Reddy
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15 years ago bad orly 12 acres Later, after having become the
Gumastha, he acquired 303 35 acres

Government land 120 Acres
Political sufferers’ land 47 ,,
Benami pattas 28 ,
Others’ land 0 ,

These lands are cultivated through forced labour Hes also
notorious of collecting bribes amounting to Rs 3 lakhs for various
scrvices rendeder as Gumastha Defying the Land Ceiling Act,
Venkat Reddy registered pattas on his minor sons (Dbarma Reddy
13 years, and Radha Krishna Reddy 15 years)

People protested against all this exploitation ard even forced the
Tahsildar to susp nd Venkat Reddy for corrupti>n P asants
occupied 12 acres of Benam lands and cleared another 25 acres for
cultivation

V THE COMBINED RAMPAGE OF THE LANDLORDS,
GOONDAS AND THE POLICE

Now that all the earlier methods of repression had failed, the
state machinery was invoked to see that tyrannical landlords were
reestablished and allowed to dominate the villages again

Mass arrests were effected On the md might of 3rd July 1978,
the local offices of the CPI (ML) 1n Vemulavada and Sircilla were
raided and 21 persons arrested¢ 80 persons mcluding these 21, were
inculpated m a cace alleging kidnapping and attempt to murder
One lady organiser, Lalitha was arrested under 151 Cc P C and
sentenced to 14 days imprisonment At Chikodu, 300 peasants
(mostly Harjans) were booked 1n one particular case and 20 were
arrested This was 10 connection with the occupation of 80 acres
of forest waste land ( already mentioned 1n E)

Paddira Two cases were f isted on 6 1n each chse 1n conpec
tioa with h  stru gle to«nd the il'egal extracticns by the police,
patels and forest officials (I
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Nizamabad :— After raidirg many bouses and manhandling
the residents, the police arrested 20 persovs. Even the houte of
Burra Prasad was raided. Police alleced that these persors
illegally encroached on the legally held land of Patwari Venkat
Reddy.

Sivangalapally :— Six peasants are arrested, fcr alleged illegal
encroachmert on forest waste lands.

82 persons throughout the Taluk have been charged under 107
Cr. P. C. Usually, both the parties involved are booked under
this Section. But here orly one party has been booked.

Thus, a total reign of terror has beep let lcose in this taluk. So
far 711 persons have been arrested, and all but20 are released.
The judgement on the bail petition in the Magistrate’s court was
delayed by a few days and later the bail prayer was rejected. Even
now, these poor peasants are languishing in jail. Nearly ten police
camps have been put up in the villages. Most of them are stationed
in the houses of big feudal landlords. The camps are at Vemulavada,
Sircilla, Chikodu, Paddira, Konaraopet, Nizamabad, Kodumunja,
Chakkapally, Boinpally, etc. Every citizen has been threatened
and all Government officers transferred. ’

These repressive measures of the police evoked mass protests
throughout the taluk. About 5,000 people with red flags marched
to Sircilla on 7th July, 1978. People came to participate in this
anti-repression rally from 20 to 25 miles away. This was the
biggsst procession ever held in Sircilla. Dharnas were con-
ducted in front of the Circle Inspector’s office and the Tahsil office.
People dispersed after an assurance from the concerned officers
about the release of the arrested persons. 50 other villages also
observed protests.

Such peaceful, democratic movements grew further everywhere in
the taluk. Neither the landlords and the goondas nor police
could crush them. Every mass arrest was made under a pew
pretext by the police. The growing consciousness of the rural
people forced the police to change its methods. Threatening
letters were released to landlords and merchants in the name of
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CPI (ML) and a rans>m d nanded within a specific time A
cloth m rchant Alladi Linzaiah and another businessman, Gore
Mian re eived such letters Wall posters demanding ransom we.¢
pasted on the houses of businessmen and landlords These attempts
were made to mahgn the d mocratic orgamsations which have
be n spearhcading the struggles to end the decayin, feudal explo1
tation Under these pretexts the police had a free hand to harrass
and arrest the organmisers and the people One should not be
surprised even if the laadlords and police conduct dacoiues and
loot, giving the slgans usialy givea by the C P I (ML) or the
peasant San~hams

In two villages, the Saigham p ople w re called to the house of
the landlord 01 th p et atof sdlvinzson cases Later, th police
des.e1d d on the v xed Saigham leaders Th y were arresied,
all g11g thatth y have attack d the laadiord to kil him and loot
his house and property

Oa 16th July, 1978 1a Ko>ddurapak willage, the Sangham
m mbers we ¢ discu,sing abo it a protest meetiag 1a their owa offic ,
wh o suld nly the poli  atiack d and arrested them It seems that
the landlord tel phoned to the police that the Sangham memb rs
were attacking him 85 persons were thus arrested The people
10 diff reat villag s protested on a large s ale Se ing this, the
police added 01¢ more m asure They de 1d d to beat the peasants
and then arrest them, chasing themn ander duff rent sections of IPC
This n w m thod was appli 4 1n Kodumuija, where the laadlord,
Rimiachaidra R1> 1salsoth Sarpinh H has b en exploiting
the p ople by diff ent m thods Tas fellow 1s an engine.ring
degr eholde H op aed a Gobar Gas plaat, aad all the villagers
had to sead the gobar to tus plant which give gas oalv to
Rimna hialra Ri>s hous  He has tiken loans on other nam §
aid establsh § a dauwy farm g tung huge profits Sugar is
soid at b'ack muirket rat 3, and h extra ts bub s for rend ring
srvie as bSapina Th popls’ protest has resulted 1n an
Eaquiry by the Gov ram at B t1g thus isrlated fcom the people,
he wanted to re-establish his aithority in connivance with the
police Oa19th July, 1978, b calicd the Saagham p.opl to his
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house to ssttle a problem 1avolviag dhobies  After this settlement,
the Sangham peosple waated to leave the house, but the landlord
delayed their exit, gwving them tea, and talking to them on various
matters Suddenly the police raided, beat the people, and 20 were
arrested They were charged with having committed an attack on
the landiord to kill hm loot bis property and rape the women
folk Tne whole wvillage was terrorised but even then about 100
persons marched 1n & procession to protest agamnst such a ghastly
attack by the police [Even this procession was attacked by tbe

goondas, when many peasants were injured A pohce camp has
been set up in this village

Thus, we find the collap,e of the so-called democratic set up
under the rule of the Indira Congress which was 1tself a part of the
Emergency Congress A muin1 emergency (Police Raj) 1s 1n vogue in
th whole of Sircilla Taluk  All processions and assembly have been
banned indefinitely Taking advantage of such a reign of terror,
the landlords are trying to murder the 1mportant leaders, spending
lakhs of rupees on goondas Recently, Bhagawanth Rao, with a
car load of goondas, op nly threaten d the p op'e He claimed that
his goons would certainly anuhilate his enemies, 1 e, the leaders of
the people and that he would return to his willa_e with all the
power a1d esablish himfelf as th sole ‘Maharaja’ of the domain

Every citizen must react to such a spate of eveats involving
the arrest of hundreds, attac imnocent people and a virtual
emergency This situation eaables the landlords to re establish and
strengthen the feudal exploitation which has been the main
hindrance to th development of India  Only a maximum of protest
from all sections of the people can check such an onslaught of
landlords, goondas and the police
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Bihar

ALL ROUND GROWTH OF THE PARTY

The last six months have seen an unprecedented growth of the
Party 10 Bihar, among the workers, peasants, middle class and pro
fessional people students and youth The reasons are (1) spread
of op n activities of the Party (2) release of Comrades from jail,
and (3) merger of different orgamisations of £PI (ML) Party
Organisations have expanded considerably in many districts Dis
trict Organising Committecs have been formed 1n the districts of
Singhbhum  Dhanbad, Champaran  Muzaffarpur, Darbhanga,
Moughyr and Patna The North West Regional Committee has
been formed with Champaran Muzaffarpur and Darbhanga The
DOC s are setting up lower commuttees like town commuttees, local
organising commuttees, cells etc  Work of the Party 1s also sprea
ding in Hatia (Ranchi), Hazaribagh and Bhojpur Organisational
work has started 1n the other North Bihar districts of Chapra,
Saharsha, Bhagalpur and Purnea Party activity has resulted 1n an

1ncrease 1n the number of professional revolutionaries, Party mem
bers and sympathisers

Mass meetings held by the Party

The Party held a number of public meetings in the districts
of Champaran Muzaffarpur etc, attended by a large number of
peasants The meetings discussed the problems of peasants and the
question of release of political prisoners was stressed A meeting
at the Muktapur Jute Mill ( Darbhanga ) was well attended by
workers and peasants Problems of workers and peasants and the
release of political prisoners were discussed, and the stand of the
Party on Reservation 1a Bihar government service was clearly
explained The 1dea of agrarian revolution was placed categorically

b fore the p asaats at the public meeting held at Rahtoli (Dar
bhanga district)

5000 workers or more ralied to two mass meetings called by
the Party at Sindn (Dhaabad district) Besides explaining the
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Pacty in  th buildiag of fightiag t ad umons was stres,ed Mine
workers attendud the Kedla (Hazaribagh district) meeting 1n large
numbers with high enthusiasm  Apart from various demands of
the workers claim of dispossessed peasants to adequate compensa
tion for their seized lands and employment 1n the mines was
discussed

A mass meeting was held at Jamshedpur (Singhbhum District)
where the Party line and policy were explained in full Workers
were present 1n larg numbers 1n spite of many obstacles put up by
the different private markgements Oaths to perform the incomplete
tasks of the martyrs were taken at meetings commemorating the
martyrdom of four comrades at Azad bustee and two comrades at
Pasudih (both locahties 1n Jamshedpur) A mass meeting was also
held at Telco, Jamshedpur In the Baharagora area of Singhbhum
district a mass meeting drew a hug gathering of peasants, including
a large number of women from landless p asant famulies  Apart
from stressing the need of agrarian revolution the meeting deman
d d an enquiry com mission into poliv  atrocities, the pumishment
of guilty police officers and the immediate resettlement of some
huadred landless and poor pea.ants forcibly evicted from the
area and robb d of all b loagings during the fascist terror
Two nass meetings wece held at Rakha Mioes ( Singhbhum district )
and one at Moubhander (Singhbaum district) among the workers of
these places Thousa 1ds of peasants from remote villages of North
Bihar and the districts of Patna and Bhojpur, workers from mines
and other 1adustries of South Bihar, and peasants, including large
numb rs of Alivasi p asaats, as w Hl as white-callar employees, pro
fessional people, stud nts and youth thronged to the foundation
day rally of the Party at Calcutta on Apnil 22 1978 The partici
pation from Bihar indicated the developing strength and populanty
of the Partyn the state The participants returned with new 1ns
piration to their areas of work

Mass organisations are being rapidly built to advance the deve-
lopiog mass movements of the workers, peasants, students and
youth
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Work among the workers

The working class movement 1n Bihar remains mainly in 1ts pri-
mary stage At present, we are entering new areas, besides orga
pising the old dreas of workers movement under the leadership of
the Party The Party unit in Chotanagpur has been able to take
its work into the basic masses, the workers and the peasantry
Comrade Satyanarayan Singh, the General Secretary of the [Party,
has played a special ro'e in the direction of taking up the 1ssues
concerning the workers, organising them, and leading them to the
basic work of trade unions. ‘Telco Kamgar Union’ has already been
registered, the case regarding the registration of Singhbhum Thike
dar Kamgar Unmion’ 1s peading before the government, aand the deci
sion to form Tinplate Kamgar Union has been taken A 4-day
strike by 150 contractors’ labourers against retcenchment of 4 wor
kers 10 the Civil Eagineering D partment of Telco was successful
under the leadership of Singhbhum Taikedar Kamgar Union’®

75 contractors labourers wqrking 1a the forest areas launched a
7-day strike uader the leadership of the Trade Uaion of Jamshed
pur and Patamda Border Mountain and Forest Area for greater
wag 3. Th m)v meat was successful  Thne daily wages were 1n
creased by Re 1/ the fes levied by the contractors p°r cart load of
firowood required by the workers and p asaats living 1n the forest
arcas was decreased from Rs 24/ to Rs 8/ This success has
fhade a wide impact 10 the area. Contractors hav. be o forced to
increase wages 1n other areas also and th panc creat d by offic~rs
of the forest department an{ the police his eided Followiig this
victory, about 750 workers and p asaats enzaged by the Land P
scrvation D partment gh rao d, nside the Thana atself, an offi.er
who was delib rately delaying payment for over s month and a
half Theoffi r waat d to str up troable but his courage failel,
aad the wages wcre paid up

About 1530 workers work atth copper mine at Rikha mies
Previously their union was led by the renegade Duaags clique, th

treacherous leadership serving the 1aterests of the manag meat
more than that of the workers. The workers have disowaed this
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leadership and bave themselves drawn up a charter of demands
and submitted it to the management and the government The
workers are now fighting under the banner of the rewly formed
Rakha Copper Kamgar Urion the case for whose registration 18
pending before the governmert At the Moubbander copper enter
prise the workers have dedided to form a militant umon, the
*Moubhander Copper Kamgar Union’, 1solating the scabs and trar
tors of the renegade Dange clique

The workers of Hatia area are preparing for struggle under the
leadership of the ‘Hatia Kamgar Union’ (Ranchi} This union has
been registered and the Dange clique who were tryirg to usurp
the leadership has been ousted The union has held 4 mass mee
tings Here, the trade union movement has to develop through
tough struggle against the division of the workers by the reactio
pary scabs in the name of caste, creed etc The Kamgar Union 18
working, therefore, 1n the midst of great difficulty In Haua factory,
work of a permanent nature 1 given to the contractors , for exam
ple, the job of ballistics 18 being done by contractors® labour for the
last 10 years Hatia Kamgar Union orgamised the contractors’
labour against specific practices injurious to the interests of the
workers, and submitted a charter of demands The contractors
sacked 6 workers as an answer A strike developed for 5§ days
while the contractors eliminated the entire labour force and preven
ted their entry into the factory The workers remained outside the
factory gate but were firm 1n struggle Then, the Labour Depart-
ment awakened and an agreecment was drawn up among Hatia
Kamgar Unmon, the H.E C management, contractors and the
Labour Department All workers were restored to their jobs and
an agreement bctween the management and the contractors was
effected forthwith Daily wages increased by Re 1/ This move
mert made an 1mpact on other contract labourers and the 22 000
permanent workers

The Bthar Mines L1l Jhanda Mazdoor Union s gradually deve-
loping the trade wurion movement among Kedla (Hazaribagh)
mine workers, in the face of terror imposed on the workers by the
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hired goondas of th Dange clique 1n the name of the trade union
movement The Lal Jhandi Union 18 fighting fur demands like
proper compensation to the peasants for lands grabbed from them,
employment to the local Adivas: people, end to unjust retrenchment,
facility for water 1n the workers’ bustees etc A united mass mee
ting of workers and p asants was organisd The Sindr1 Fertilisers
Lal Jhanda Employees’ Union has started to organise the move
ment of the workers of Sindr1 Mines A K Roy's union here was
cailed by us to develop a joint movement But they refused to do
this The workers rej cted them and established the Lal Jhanda
Union under our leadership Our comrades are working hard to
build the trade union mHv meat among c>al mine and Isco rope
workers of Dhanbad district

Organisation has started 1n the industries of North Bihar also
The Asoke Pap r Kamzar Union has bzen established among the
workers of Asoke Pap r Mills Raim swar Nagar ( Darbhanga dis
trict) In these places workers are subjected to a feudal type of
exploitation Work>rs’ 13sues hive been highlighted 1n mass meetings
orgamised on trade umon platforms. Party work 1s progressing
amoig th work rsof th Barauu complex ( Begusirar) wh re
there 1s great possibility of growth of the traJe uaion mivement

Our comrad s have played a good role 1n the movement for
boaus and pay revision of the Bank employees at certain places In
the symbolic strike of the Bink emnloyees on their demands, our
¢ mrades fought against the vacillations of the leadership composed
of clemnents from the Congress and the Dance clique * At the
beginning the nfluence of our Party in the Bank employees’ trade
unioa movement was hmited to Jamshedpur and some other places
oaly We develop d our role in Jamshedpur Bank establishments
to the best of our ability and weat on to the margin of forming
trade union organsations among the Bank employees

The Party 1s fmkmg efforts to orgause the rickshaw pullers
of Patna  After a fire which d stroyed 70 to 8D thatchets of the
rickshaw pullers, more than 370 rickshaw pullers took out a pro~

cession uader the leadership of the Patoa Area Organssing Com
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mittee, demanding adequate compensation and imn diate arrange
ments for tents and food, and shouting slogans against the Dange
clique and its hireings  The rickshaw pullers, under the leadership
of the Party, forced the government to distribute blankets, sarees and
provisions amounting to Rs 800/

Work among the Peasants

To organise and develop the peasant areas in & new style became
the two primary objectives before the Party in Bihar The Party
has been engaged in preparing the struggle of the landless and the
poor peasants against the notorious zamindars, and has already
started struggle on minor 18sues

For some years past, the landless and poor peasants of Ratua
patti village have been struggling against the intrigues by the
zamindars to grab land The Dange clique and the CPI (M) have
betrayed them When our Party made a fresh beginning m a new
style, the zamindars tried to stall the struggle by the use of goondas
and lumpen clements, but these fled 1o the face of retaliatory
action by the peasants The police then came 1n twice, but failed
before the organised resistance of the peasants Ultimately, the
right of the landless peasants had to be admitted on 10 bighas
of land At Barhawara, the poor peasants by dint of their organised
resistance frustrated then and there, attempts by the notorious
zamindar Upendra Sinha to seize the land of the peasants forcibly,
loot their crops and bturn their huts The Party 18 busy organising
the peasants in Champaran and Muzaffarpur districts, too

In Patna district also the Party 1s engaged 1n efforts to rally the
peasants round its banner At a certain village 1n Phaligun) area,
land wrongfully seized by the zamindar was distributed by grant of
porcha (papers) by the ndless peasants committee The peasants
harvested the crops on this la \d under the leadership of the Party
and have now established their nght on the land The Party
commands sufficient influence on the peasants Qf the area and
there 1s the possibility of further movement

The peasant movement 18 developing with big strides under the
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leadership of our Party in the Baharagora area of Singbhum dis
trnict The Party 1s preparing 1self for struggle, particularly on the
issues facing the landless peasants. In the 1970 71 upsurge the
local zamindars and the police unleashed ruthless suppression and
mhuman torture The police burnt the huts of the peasants and
destroyed village after village  Under the leadership of the Party
s memorandum demanding adequate compensation to the poor pea
sants was submitted to district authorities and a protest demons
tration organised in front of S D O°’s office for 1ts adminstrative
delay At Kokpara village of the same area, 150 houses were recent
ly burntin a fire The Party rushed to the area and orgamised
relief, while demanding rehief subsidy from the government at
the same time The Party integrates itself with the peasants 1
this way helping them 1n their distress Illegal gambling 1n collu
ston with the police was greatly harming the poor people of the
area The Party mobilised local youth against this practice and
suddenly raided the secret dens of the gamblers and confiscated
all articles found Similar raids were organised on other dens As
a result, such gambling has been stopped im some arcas of
Dalbhumgarh and Chakulia thanas bes:des Baharagora ( Detailed
report on the Baharagora struggle elsewhere)

Growing Movement of Students and Youth

The struggle of the students and youth in Bihar has greatly
intensified The students are on the path of struggle on 1ssues
like corruption, mailadministration, nepotism, casteism, goondaism,
bureaucratic suppression in the Untversity campus etc  Almost m
all Universities of Bihar the student movement 18 being directed
agawnst the existing colonial system of education

In Patna, Muzaffarpur, Sitaman, B I T Sindri etc, the high
water marks of the student movement of earlier days, a large
number of democratic students had belongedtothe B 8 A At
Sitamari, the student movement bad protested aganst zamindar and
police barbanity BIT, Sindri, 13 notorious for its red tape and
bureaucratic mal practices Repression of its students became the
talk of the town, increasing greatly dunngthe Emergency The
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students waged ccntinval striggle sgamnst these evils under the
leaderiship of the BS A, lead ng to orders of expulsion on two
popular student Jeaders The precent Janata Government of
Bibar, too, acted in acccrdance with the orders In protest against
the orders, the studerts gheraced tte college authorities, under
the leadership of the B S A  The struggle 18 continuing

The students of different colleges in Jamskedprir kave laurched
a movement on the demards of recucirg tte ccllege fces ard <tops
ping the taxes that are taken away in the form of subsidy i1ent, as
well as additioral expenditure On May 1, students ralled to a
procession at Begusarai under the leaderstip of the B S A and
gave slogans demanding the uaconditional ielease of pohitical
prisoners in addition to demands of their own

The Party tries to unify the broad ranks of the progressive and
democratic students and lead them to struggle on the basis of uni
ted action and mutual help The AISF talked 1n the past of a
general working policy of the united front of all student organisa
tions, but, in fact, colluded with the ruling classes against interests
of the general students The S F I remains absolutely indiff
erent to this movement

Other Pohlitical Work

While organising and developing movements on 1ssues affecting
the workers, peasants, middle class employees and intelligentia,
students and youth, movements were organised on general political
questions like opposition to fascist forces, release of political
prisoners, etc

On Apnl 1, 1978, fascist Indira Gandhs was due to reach Patng
Colossal amounts were spent on welcoming her The Congress
(I) hured people from different parts of Bihar Notorious goon
das of the Youth Congres,’ of Patna city and goondas hired
from elsewhere gathered at Patna airport to welcome’ Indira
Gandh: carrying swords, daggers, lathis, etc, and stoncs 10
truck load,

(%)



These were faced by ant: fascist forces 1n good number includ
ing workers, students and youth led by Bihar Nawjawan Sangatan
and Bihar Students’ Association The anti fascist demonstiators
carried black flags and shouted slogans like ‘Fascist Indira go
back’, ‘Indifa your roller of suppression continues 1n Andhra’, etc.
Even before the plane carrying Indira Gandhi touched down, the
fascist hirelings of the “Yuba Congress’ attacked the demonstrators
with their weapons and infiicted heavy mnjuries Their attempts to
lquidate the leaders of the demonstrators were frustrated by the
courageous workers present ‘The police stationed there remamned
as onlookers, and acted 10 a way which further encouraged the
goondas 1n their design  This showed that the Jarata government
had no desire to combat the fascist forces Rather it was prone to
suppress the anh fascist forces

The Party has played an active part on the question of uncondi
tional release of political prisoners, both directly and by 1ts leading
role on the 1ssue 1n different mass organisations The Party has
adopted a variety of tactics from pulling the government and its
officials by ear for an expeditious dJdisposal of files to mobihsing
popular opinion by raising the 1esue through mass organisations,
building organisations devoted to the 1ssue, placing the 1ssue before
the people 10 pubhi mcetings and, above all, organising an effec
tive mass movement As a result many comrades have been relea
sed but many more remawn behind bars

Despite proclamation of Sec 144 all over the state, big demons
trations were held on May 10 at the call of the Party as well as
different mass organisations in different places, and a memorardum
was submitted to the Chief Minister and other government offiicials
by a delegate of representatives At Samastipur on May 10, peasants
took part in the demonstration 1a great number Demonstrations
als> took plac at Baharagora Dhbanbad, Muzaffarpur and other
places Earlier on April 29 a rall was organssed at the instance of
the Nugarik Adhikar Sirakska S wity While returning after the
r lly, three demonstraiors were arrested for viol tion of Scc 144
aud jailed Ilo this way, the Janata gov tmine t not only refuases o
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release pohitical priscpers, but increases their number by jailing
those who are on the move on the question of release

On the 1ssue of Recervation with regard to government service,
the Party has clearly sta‘ed its stand before the people mm mass
meetings, and some ten thousard leaflets have been distributed,
setting out the Politbureau’s position All other parties in Bibar
bave been divided mto two groups on this 1ssue, but our comrades
remain firmly united on the basis of the Party line

During the panchayat elections in Bihar, our Party had put up
our own candidates m Singhbbum, Muzaffarpur, Darbhanga,
Begusaral, Barh, Aurangabad and some other places, while supp-
orting some democratic candidates elsewhere Many of these can
didates have been returned to different levels of the panchayat
Our Party candidate 1a the Gopalpur panchayat of Baharagora
(Singhbhum) has been returned uncontested

Lessons

The following lessons have been drawn by the Party from the
problems and difficulties that it had to face and combat n course
of fulfilling the Party tasks

(1) There are many new cadres 1n the Party short 1n theoretical
kaowledge and understanding, and new cadres are coming 1nto the
Party more and more Taking this reality into consideration, we

have to develop further the ideological and political level of the
Party

(2) There remains a very big gap between the political influ
ence of the Party and its organisational strength Much work has

fallen on the Party commttees and their responsibihities have also
increased To cope with this condition, we feel 1t necessary to take
1o new militant cadres iato the Party, to increase the number
of professional revolutionaries and to harness the strength of the
organisers. We should not indulge 1n the pracuce of transferring
professional revolutionaries from one place to another as a solution

(3) Unification has occurred only recently and the comrades
bave had httl. scope to work together and koow ecach other So.
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the quality of monolithicity irside the Party 1s noticed to be po
In such special circumstances, we have to adhere firmly to takimy
decision on the basis of democratic centralism at all levels and to
executing them with further firmness

(4) In some places, neglect 1s noticed 1n respect of implemen
tation of the central task  Also, 1n the urgency of developing the
Party 1n all parts, the shortfalls 1n participation and lag 1n coming
forward and taking up responsiblities have been discovered For
this reason, the symptom of ‘localism must be rectified forthwith
wherever found

(5) While carrying on political propaganda ceaselessly, we have
to make our Party activists struggle oriented If the situation does
not permit the unleashing of struggle on big 1ssues, we should take
up small 1ssues and go for struggle on them Also, mn course of
growing struggle on small i1ssues, we shall have to raise our strength
from small to 1#ge

(6) In order to develop the independent strength of the Party,
what 13 necessary 1s that we should develop the mass struggle inde
pendently under the banner of the Party as well as under the
leadership of mass orgamisations led by the Party To fulfil this
task, different mass organisations have to be built up as quickly
as possible

(7) We should not overlook the possibility of attack by the
enemy on these mass organisations while we remamn engaged 1n
developing them

(8) While pursuing the policy of united front, we should not
forget that united front may be built up on certain principal points
and may again be broken down on the same It should not be
construed in such a manner that no united front 1s forged at all
i the chase for a permanent united front In the urited front as
well as 1n mass organisations, the Party has to maintain 1ts inde
pendence and vanguard role The Party should not forsake its 1n
dependence and mitiative because of an approach of maintaining
the united fr.nt on all scores. Where 1t 13 not possrble to forge the
u ited front, we thnnl4 go ahead to orgamse the people, basing our
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selves on our own Party strength or that of the mass organisations
set up at the behest of the Party and should not higgle over the
leadersbip of the movement

(9) In Bihar the renegade Dange clique 1s still very strong It
still retains power to dislodge the movement of workers and peasants
in Bithar We shall have to wage ruthless struggle agamst the
Dangeite revisionists with a view to freeing the workers, peasants,
employees and other midale class people from their influence

(10) CPI (M) remamns 1nits policy of mantaining distance
from us even in Bthar We shall have to defeat the segregationist
policy of the CPI (M), while standirg on our Party policy of wor
king jointly with them At the <ame time the disruptionist role of
the CPI (M) 1n mass movements requires to be exposed

BAHARAGORA PEASANTS’ STRUGGLE REPRESENTS A
NEW AWAKENING AMONG THE PEASANTRY
OF SINGHBHUM

Baharagora’s landless and poor peasants had to go through
hell and fire during 1969 70 along with their brothers and
sisters 11 Gopiballavpur Here 1n Baharagora, the police repre
ss1on was very severe in certain parts particularly i Surmuh
village In Surmuhi most of the women were raped, almost all
huts were smashed and razed to the ground, and all the properties
of the peasants, moveable or unmoveable were looted by the lan
dlords and the pohice and men and women, young and old were
mercilessly beaten up ard more than 80 were arrested The office of
the Party was smashed by the police Two peasant cadres were
killed From this area, 35 persons including a heroic peasant
woman, Bina Nayak, were locked up in jail for more than 6 years
and were released only after the last Assembly elections

During the last 8 years, taking advantage of immense repression
agawmnst our Party taking advantage of the long imprisonment of the
cadres of the Kisan Samitee and with the patronage of the Govt.
administration, the Dange renegades, following a line of sham
opposition and real support to the feudal landlords built up their
organisation and cast their net far and wide
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The revival of the peasant movement

However, after the withdrawal of cases against Com Moni
Chakravarty and the release of the 35 peasant cadres a wave of new
enthustasm swept ttrough the area The Party office was immed
jately rebuilt and inaugurated with a rally of over 5,000 landless
and poor peasants The immediate problem was the revival of
the Kisan Samutee and this was taken 10 hand The Kisan Samitee
held willage meetings, and agitated for the immediate demands of

the people
1 Compensation for the houses that were destroyed and the
pronerties that were looted during the police repression 1n 1969 70

Implementation of minimum wages for agricultural workers
Irnigation facilities 1n the area

Water pumps for drinking water

Educational facilities,

Improvement of medical facilities

Distribution of Govt Gairmazarua land among the landless
Withdrawal of all false cases azainst the peasants,
Protibition of police interference 1 democratic movement

With the launching of propaganda on the basis of these dema
nds and setting up of village Kisan Samitees, 8 new confidence and
awareness dawned upon the peasants and the movement pic
ked up

The policz began mterfering as panic stricken landlords pressed
for repression aguost th peasant movement The CPI came for
ward as the stormtrooper of the lardlords and launched a counter
campaign against the Kisan Samitee and the CPI (M L) n order to
frighten the people

In the meantime the panchayat elections 1wtervened Considering
the resources which were very meagre the Party decided to contest §
mukhia seats and 5 sarpanch seats in the area This clection pro-
vided a very good opportunity to the Party in propagating our line
of agrarian revolution to the peasants, 11 €xposing revisionism
and the tr achery of the Dange rercgades and in exposing the big
landlord, big bourgeois reactionary partics hike the Congress and
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the Janata It helped us to drve out fear from the minds of the
peasants to a Jarge extent and orgamise them in struggle on the
immediate issues The Party won 2 mukhia seats and 4 sarpanch
scats Besides this 1 mukhia and 2 sarpanchs supported by the
Party also won These victories against the massive use of resources
by the Congress, the CPI and the Janata candidates indicated the
growing mass support to the Party among the peasants

The struggle for mimmum wages

The Kisan Samitee called for a general strike of agricultural
workers 1n two panchayat areas ( Parulia and Arang) on 3rd July,
*78 Soon the strike struggle spread to arcas of Kanna Moda,
Benasoli, Jayapura and Ramchandarpur Thousands of peasants
participated 1n the strike struggle, including the women who worked
m the houses of the landlords The strike spread to other areas
also, leading to stoppage of nearly all agricultural operations 1n the
main part of Baharagora P S

On 6th July, *78, the Kisan Samitee organised a gherao of the
B D O and demanded immediate 1mplementation of the minimum
wages dccided by the Govt or provision of work to the agricultural
workers. 1500 agricultural workers, mcluding women, participated
in the gherao The entire functioning of the Block office remained
suspended for hours The BD O promised to prowide alternative
work to the agricultural workers if the landlords did not come
to a settlement 1n 7 days

The same demonstration marched to the local ( Baharagora )

police station and demanded that police repression on peasants be at
once stopped and cases instituted against them be withdrawn

The Dange renegades shamelessly supported the landlords and
tried to disrupt the wages struggle However, despite their dirty
efforts, the struggle succeeded

Being faced with the militant struggle of the agnicultural wor
kers, which was spreading to other areas, the landlords had to bend
down and compromise On 7th July, 78, 8 meeting was convened
by the B DO 1r which besides tte BD O, the second officer of
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Baharagora PS, the gram panchayat supervisor, the mukhia of
Parulia panchayat, the representatives of the landlords and the
representatives of the Kisan Samitee were present Ulumately, a
compromise was arrived at, which has meant a substantial gain for
the agncultural workers  The compromise was signed by the
representatives of the Kwsan Samitee and the mukhia of Parulia
panchayat

Gams
Previoas wages Wages after struggle
Men Women Men Women
1} Kg paddy 3 Kg paddy 2} Kg paddy+

to 800 gms paddy-+50 gms 4250 gms muri 200 gms muri
to 100 gms of mun

Thus, there has beea almost a doubling of the wages for
both men and women, though they still fall below the minimum
wages fixed by the Govt for this arca

The landlords and their Dangeite lackeys have been defeated
But, many laidlords tried their utmost to prevent implementa
tion However, they were forced to carry it out, forced by the united
rught of the agricultural workers About 30 000 agricultural wor
kers have be a beacfited, hut 20 000 still remain with old wages
due to lack of organisaticn, The Kisan Samitees are b ing orga
nised 1a such ar as and efforts are b 128 made to get the new wages
inplenented there also

The victory was celebrated with great enthusiism by a raily of
8,000 agricultaral workers, both mea and women

The pew moves of the landiords

While this victory has electrified the landless and poor
p-asaats, and 1n fact, all s tions of the toiling pecple in Baharagora
P S and the adjacent areas of Singhbhum district, thus
creating favourable conditions for advance of the revolutionary
peasant movement, the landiords and the Dange renegades
are desp rately trying all sots of anu peasant coaspiracies False
cases under Sec. 107 Cr PC, 379 IPC, etc have been iastitu.ed
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against severa] of our cadres 2 comsades have been locked up in
prison The landlords bave made attempts to kill some ¢>mrades.
On 15th July 78 Com Vasudev, a leader of the Kisan
Samitee, a1 d a CPI (M L) cadre, was surrounded by armed gangsters
of the landlords of Aurang But, immediately, the men and women
working on nearby fields rushed 1n and organised 8 militant resis
tarce ard Com Vasudev was rescued As soon as the news of
this incident reached the villages 400 men and women armed with
lathis, axes, bows and arrows marched 1n a demonstration and
paraded the villages 1n which the goondas and the landlords resi
ded The landlords did not come out for 2 days and later took
shel er 10 Congress and CPI offices and also 1o Police Stations
The fighting mood of the p asauts had driven a wave of mortal fear
over the landlords and the goondas The agricultural workers
also stoppcd work on the fields of those goondas and landlords
who were guilty The landlords had to come to the CP1 (ML)
offices (either on their own 1mtiative or p.ompied by officials) and
open talks with the Party Our Party asked them to listen to
the charges of the people, and demanded that Kishor:i Pal, who
was the main person behind the 1ncident should apologise for his
act and promi.e that he would not instigate such acts n future.
Kishor: Pal had to apologise and promise good conduct 1n future

In another area, the agricultural workers who had
stopped work on the fields of a landlord in Paruha
panchayat were confronted with the strike breaking efforts
of the Dange renegades vety recently On 28th August, 78,
a CPI leader, the mukhia of Baharagora, brought 200 armed
gangsters, giving them money and drnink, to break the strike
going on there The news ran through the villages, and 500 agn
cultural workers armed with bows and arrows, from neighbouring
villages which had no direct 1nterest 1n the strike, rushed 10 and sur
rounded the house of the landlord, in which the notorious CPI
leader and his 200 strong gang had taken shelter They were ghe-
raoed from Sp m to10p m  Only when the CP I leader signed
a written statement affirming that they would not indulge 1n such an
act i future, was the gherao lifted
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Prospects

This rapid advance of the peasant movement in Baharagora s
still to tackle the proble 1 of land in an effective manner However,
the Kisan Samitce 1s serious on this 1ssue  Agitation and prop
aganda has already been launched The kisan movement s also
having its impact on oth r arcas of Singhbhum district The
trade union movemeat under the leadership of Party in Rakha
Mines, Moubbander and Jadugora will also help in spreading
the influence of tue Party in areas beyond Baharagora. Baharagora
1s the main rural base of the Party in Singhbhum district at present
and it should be further corsohdated and expanded

The Singhbhum D C, CPI, (M L), and the Baharagora Kisan
Samitee have decided to demonstrate before the S D O, Jamshedpur,
01 [1th Septembcr, 1978, on the 9 point demands mentioned above,
1 order to carry the movement to a higher level The Singhbhum
D C 1 coaofideat that the peasant movement in the district,
with Baharagora as the centre, can b developed rapidly, and
another phase of movement can b gia after the 11th Septerhber
demonstrauon

Maharashtra

RESISTING LANDLORD TERROR IN NANDED DISTRICT

In the name of an agitation to protest against the reaaming of
Marathwada University after Dr Ambedkar, the landlords and re
actionaries have unleashed a resgn of terror on unorganised labou
rers and peasants, particularly those belonging to the neo Buddhist
community The violence let loose on the Daliis 18 staggering n
scale and kind For the past one year, there was a persistent
demand by Dalit organisations to rename Marathwada University
as Dr Ambedkar University Th:re was a coatinuous agitation
for the fulfilmeat of this demand At that time the reactionaries
did nst protest at all But there was feeble opposinon Tms
demand was supported by the Maharashtra Janata Party too The
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Vasantdada Patil Ministry accepted the demand in principle but did
not implement 1t  After the toppling of the Congress Indira Cong
ress ministry, Sharad Pawar’s new coalition accepted the demand
and a resolution was passed unanimously by both Houses of the
Maharashtra Assembly for changing the name to ‘ Dr Ambedkar
Marathwada University

The decision of the renaming and of the reintroduction of the
cotton monopoly procurement scheme were taken on July 27, 1978

Immediately, the Students Action Commitee (Aurangabad) led
by reactionaries gave a call for agitation and attacks on Govern
ment property sabotage operations, etc, immediately began In
all important to vns of Marathwada, the agitation against the re-
naming of the University suddenly burst out The reactionaries
made propaganda to inflame caste hatred among the upper-caste
Hindus agunst the Dalits They distributed leaflets provoking
caste Hindus by remacks like whether they want ‘‘Marathwada
Umv.crsxty as Maharwada University ” Thus, they tried to mobsr
lise the upper castes for their reactionary aims.

Within two or three days, repercussions were secen from rural
areas Poor people from villages, panic stricken, began to flood
the towas of Marathwada and Andhra Pradesh (which 18 on
the border) Dalits were attacked 1n about 1000 villages Their
huts were razed to the ground and burnt, grain was stolen or
burat, cattle were stolen crops destroyed, etc Many dalits, inclu
ding school teachers or gram sevaks, were attacked Women were
humiliated and rap d Ian villages hike Sugaon ( Naaded taluka )
and Tembhurmi (Biloh taluka, Nanded district), the vice-sarpanch
b longing to the D.lit co nmunity was hacked to death

In our area, the Kashtakar Sanghatna had mobilised all the
members to prepare for defence Landlords goondas and the other
reactionaries had brokea statues and tora photos of Dr Ambedkar
They tried to force the Dalits to behave 1n the old manner and
to follow all th traditions of the caste system Dalits should
drink tea in diff reat capsif they go to the hotel , take water from
separate wells ,etc [a Sijlegarn and the surrounding vilages,
the Kashtakan Sanghatna had prepared defence squads Oace the
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people were mobilised they developed 1ngenious methods to defend
themselves Simultancously, members of the Kashtakari Sangh
atna belonging te the higher castes made propaganda from the
class point of view among the different sections of the peasantry
Thus because of the earlier class agitations (on 1ssues lhike wages,
lower prices of seeds, etc) led by the Kashtskar1 Sanghatna, in
oar area the landlords could not mobilise the poorer sections of
the upper castes to attack the Dalits Added to this, there was
a sphit among the landlord sections for various reasons For ins-
tance some landlords were opposed to attacking the Dalit bustees or
burning them, as the landlords’ fodder was stacked near the
Dalit bustees

In the villages organised by the Kashtakari Sanghatna the
Dauilts, led by the defence squads, kept continuous wigil, Including
the night Women also participated fully in the defence prepa
rations. In our area, 1t was only in two villages where the Kashta
kari Sanghatna 18 weak that the landlords were able to attack the
Dalits. In these two villages the Dalit bastis were totally destroyed

All these attacks in Marathwada were led by the landlords and
moneylenders using their goondas In small towns, the local merc
hants were in the forefront The attacks were well organised
with full advance planning 1In almost all places the Government

machinery was a silent spectator and, of course, did nothing to stem
the landlord and goonda attacks.

Why was there an attack on the Dalits on such a large scale ?
To crush their movement for democratic rights The landlords and
reactionaries heve used the 1ssue of changing the name of Marath
wada Unnersity to attack the Dalit movement and sce that the
sems feudal economic and social relations contmmue unhampered
Now, agricultural wages will fall considerably as most of the Dalits
who form th bulk of the landiess labourers, will be unable te
resist the oppression of the landlords

Bybere the Dalits organised themselves for defence, and had
already estbliahed class sohidarity with the poorer sections of the
upper castes, there the landlords did not dare attack As a result
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of sts saccessful defence preparations, the name of Sujlegaon village
has become famous i1n the whole area

T these struggles the students of PDSU (from the neighbour-
fng dsstncts of Andhra Pradesh ) have shown courage in coming
to the help of the willage poor and Dalits Students from Aundhra
eame to the area stayed with villagers and helped them bwld
fherr morale against the onslaught of the landlords Now they,
slong with studeats of the Progressive Youth Movement (Proyom),
have taken up a programme of rehabilitation work, including the
eollection of funds and belp 1n reconstructing huts.

NASIK PEASANT STRUGGLES

In Nasik arca the peasants and agricultural labourers’ organisa
tion has been active for the last six months In many villages
though money had been paid and electricity projects sanctioned,
the corrupt officials of the Electricity Board had not installed the
electric poles After prolonged agitation, including gheraos, the
Electricity Board had ultimately to take up the work of erecting
poles and supplying electricity The orgamisation has taken up
many cases exposing the corruption 1n the cooperative societies
In Jopul and Bhoigaon villages the peasants gheraoed the sarpanch
and the committes and exposed their corruption before the whole
village people Ia Khadak Ojar, the sarpanch was paraded ona
donkey and forced to return some money falsely taken from the
peasants  After these actions, 1a many other villages, the peasa
nts on therr own began to gherao the corrupt landlords and officials
and demand the return of the money taken from them

The organisation had taken up agitations for providing emplo
yment to the labourers under the Employment Guarantes Scheme
At present, with famine conditions prevaiing 1a the disteict, the
organisation 18 demanding the starting of immediate rehef works

Students Agitation

For the past two months students 1a Bombay and Poona had
been preparing an agitation against the Government s decisiqggto
werease college fees by more than 339 D.spite continuous obstruc-
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tion from SFI, the Progessive Youth Movement (Proyom) took
the lead 1n forming along with other orgamsations, the Students
Anti Fee Rise Committee (SAFAC) In Bombay and Poona the
students of Proyom played an important and leading role in tte
movement  Afier pieparatory gate-meetings, dharnas and such
activities, the students in Bombay tock out 8 morcha to the Asse
mbly The students valiantly fought back against unprovoked
police attacks and broke the police cordon In protest against the
police attack the students continued the morcha to the office of the
Police Commussioner again breaking police cordons on the way

After this, when the new Chief Minister Sharad Pawar acno
unced that he would look into the matter, tl ¢ SFI and the student
organisations attached to Janata Party withdrew from the agitation
The SAFAC however decided to continue the agitation and called
for a bandh 1o ali colleges Against the opposition of the Shiv
Sena, too, this bandh was a total success With this, the students
saw that the Shiv Sena which bhad been Built up to attack the
Jeft movement wa 1n fact, a paper tiger The compromising nature
of the SFI (whose parent body the CPI(M) supports the Sharad
Pawar ministry) was also exposed before the students

In Poona, the students observed s successful bandh For the
first time 1n Poona, a procession of more than 200 students was
taken out, and the Vice-Chancellor was forced to come out to
meet the students

As the Governmeat contiaued to postpone a decision on the
demaand, the Bombay SAFAC decided to 1nt nsify the agitation Ia
a dramatic move, 8 couple of huadred students seized the Bonb.y
Umiversity building and held 1t for a day They dismussed the
existing Vice-Chancellor and appowated their own student offict
als for the day The well plannel and nulitaat student action took
the Uawveraity officials aid Government by surprise  Under this
pressure, on the very next day the Government announced the

-sscrapgping of tae fee n ¢

Workers’ Struggles
Both in Bombay and Poona, our work among the working elass



is expanding Within the wusual struggles, the unions under i
leadership of IFTU have distinguished themselves by adoptmgz
militant forms of struggle Recently 1n Bombay the Hotel Laboyi
Union, Red Flag, affiliated to IFTU, defied police bans and courr
injunctions to support the strike of a CITU Union While the
general workers were jubilant about this action the CITU leader
ship has been angry at this exposure of its cowardice

In Bombay besides holding meetings to protest against th
death of Com Knshnan Chetty, workers under the banner of IFT(

participated in large numbers in a protest morcha orgarise
Jomtly with civil liberties and student orgamizations The worke:

also participated 1n demonstrations against the Shah of Iran

As a result of these activities, and the meetings and morch:
taken out to propagate the viewpoiat of revolutionary trade union
sm, though the unions affiliated to IFTU are quite small, IFTU s
getting kaoown as standing not only for militant struggle but also
for its continuous emphasis on drawing workers nto political
struggle on national and nternational 1ssucs

Punjab

PEOPLE’S STRUGGLE FLARES UP AGAINST POLICE
ATROCITIES IN NAWASHAHAR, JULLUNDER DISTRICT

On 16th July, a person named Darshaa Singh of willage Karyam:
1z the distrr t of Jullunder, Punjab, was arrested by the police
under the 1nstigation of two despotic landlords of the same village
The police party rushed to his house 1n the ea ly morning arrested
him and subsequently tortared hum to death  The news of his death
leaked out the very next day, 17th July, and the people of the
surt~unding areas, esp~ ally from Nawashahar town, gathered ir
buadr Is and gheraced the Nawashahar Police Station and dem
anded the body of the decrased and immediate arrest of the
culprits. By now all the town-people came to know of this and be-
came funious , and, on seeing the mood of the people, the top police™
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officials who rushed to the town from their district headquaricrs
gecepted the people’s demands, and consequently arrested the sub-
mspector of police by mudmight of the day All throughout, the
veople’'s vigilance and gherao around the police station remained
intact and the bus traffic was halted till midnsight Along with
the sub nspector of police, five other policemen were also arres-
ted and charged with murder, under 302 IPC, and are being
trsed 1n the court,

Our Party, CPI (ML), 1n that area, took prompt leading action
in mobilising the people and succeeded 1n rallying all the
democratic minded citizens of the town and the surrounding area,
and applied united front tactics correctly, which brought together
People from all walks of life

At the outset all other political parties were hesitant to take any
action, but when they saw the upswing of the people’s struggle
they were forced to join, dragging their feet behind them, and
compelled to participate 1n 1t  An Action Committee was formed on
wur Party’s imtiative  As 8 result of the growing demand and agit
ated mood of the people, the authorities were forced to make s
thorough scarch for the body of the deceased, which was reco-
vered from the Rajasthan Feeder Canal Till then the people’s
vigilance, ghcrao around the police station, demonstrations and
Iallies were carried on without stop, attended by people in thou
sands. After the body was found, on 26th July, a Victory Rally
was conducted, where thousands of people participated and members
of many other political parties spoke, condemning the brutal act
of the police. The entire episode was fully reported i all the local
journals, 1n English and Puonjabi, mentioning specially the leading
role of the CPI (ML)

This type of struggle 1s pot an isolated phenomenon. It
was witnessed previously too when the same type of incident occu
rred at Bhagapurana, District Fanidkot, when a comrade of our
Party was kidnapped 1n broad da,light and killed subsequently by
police torture  Thousands of people gheraced the police
station, m the same manner as here m Nawashabar town,
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The overwtelming majority of the town people, mncluding traders,
shorkeepers, stucents and employees participated, ard a one-day
complete ‘burdh’ was observed

From such incidents we can gather how people are
reacting to defend thewr democratic nights and exb.biting a strong
resentrent towards such brutal acts and the high handedness of the
police It shows the growing political consciousness of the people
and the growing unity among the democratic forcec This type of
resistance by the people helps to check the high bandedress
of the bureaucracy ard 1t proves that these are pot the same
days as the ones during Indira Gardms Congress regime when
the police used to arrest and kill revolutionaries in broad daylight
Thrs incident has further proved that positive and correct United

Front politics can bring out better results, if our Party plays a
leading role

W. Bengal:

Civil liberty issue The people in West Bengal reacted
spontancously at the news of the hanging of Krishnan Chetty mn
Coimbatore jail of Tamil Nadu Strikes and bundhs were observed
mn many educational institutions The Party called upon the people
to observe August 15 as a black day and 1t was 8o observed 1n North
Bengal, Birbhum, Calcutta, Howrah and some other places

On 13th August a protest rally was organiced 1n the Baranagar
Cossipore area of Calcutta It 18 to be recalled that on 13th
August of 1971, the Congress goondas aided by the police committed
the notorious mass murder in the Bararagar Cossipore area in which
some 250 people, including the old and children were killed The Left
Front Government has set up a Commission to enquire 1into the
mncideats of police atrocity, including mass murder  But the funny
thing 1s that, on 8th August, the Calcutta police arrested 11 mem
bers of the Citizens’ Committee includirg the <ecretary of the Com-
mittez S Asit Ghosh As the protest rally of 13th August was orga
ms d by the said Commuttee, clearly the arrests were made to
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obstruct the protest rally Despite interference by the police, there
was a successful rally with a march through the strects and lanes
of Baranagar area for nearly two hours Nearly 1000 people partics
pated in the rally

On 1st September, the State Organising Commuttee of the CPI
(M L) organised a march to the Assembly to protest against the
banging of Krishnan Chetty and the attack on civil liberties of
the people all over West Bengal, including the police atrocity in
Bankura. Despite heavy rains, nearly 3000 people participated in
the rally A memorandum was sent to the President of India
through the Chief Minister and another memorandum was given to
the Chief Minster

On 29th and 30th August, the Bankura Distnict Committe of
the CPI (M L) organisd protest rallies in the areas where the
E F R and armed poiice were torturing people  The rallies received
warm welcome from the people of the area

IFTU Resolutions

RESOLUTION “ON DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS” ( ABRIDGED )

The Founding Conference of IFTU took note of the demal of
democratic rights including trade unton rights, to the workers and
all other people It condemned the Janata Government’s policy of
brutal massacre of agitating workers. The Conference called for the
building of a powerful civil liberty movement on the basis of the
following demands

1 All political prisoners including Nagas and Mizos be imme-
dialely released All those convicted in the course of repression on
trade union and other such mass struggles (¢ g the jawans of the
PAC (U P))should also be released

2. All warrants of arrest and cases pending agamst political
and trade umon workers be at once withdrawn

3 All black, repressive acts be at once repealed The Pubhc
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Safety Ordinance in J & K be at once repealed and the provision
that the Government can declare emergency in the country or any
part of the country under any condition be withdrawn

4 Protection and extension of the nghts of trade union, of
organisation and of agitation and protest of the workers and all
people

5 Judicial Commission be set up to enquire 1nto the killing of
communist revolutionaries and other atrocities against them and
against the people perp trated by the police 1n Andhra, Bihar,
Punjab, Bengal, etc. from 1967 to 1977

6 Withdrawal of government orders declaring areas of mass
struggles as “disturbed” arcas

7 Dismantling of police and para military camps from areat
of mass struggle

8 Strict prohibition of the use of police against democratic
struggles of the people

9 Institution of a Nurenberg type trial of Mrs Gandhi and her
caucas.

10 Abolition of capital pnuishment

RESOLUTION ON UNEMPLOYMENT

Unemployment 1n India today has reached the staggering figure
of 25 crore persons registered and about 7 5 crore persons unregi
stered 1 ¢ a total of about 10 crores One sixth of Indians 18 unem

ployed This unemployment leads to acute poverty for vast secti
ons of the people

This vast unemployment 1s due to

1) The decaying fedual agraran structure which 1s rapidly
mcreasing the number of landleas and destitutes With stagnation

1n agriculture these landless remain unemployed for most of the year
and are being driven to the cities

2) Industry 1s also stagnating 1n our country On the one hand
the narrow market for manufactured goods does not provide a suff1
cicnt basis for ndustrial expansion On the other hand, plunder
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by various impenalists, particularly the two super powers rob our
country of hundreds of crores every year and thus reduces the
productive resources available for investment,

3) The highly monopolistic, imperiahist and comprador bure
aucrat capitalist industrial structure with its drive for the highest
profit, 1s ntensifying the exploitation of the working class thro
ugh so-called rationahisation, thus reducing employment 1n
1dustry

4) The capitalist, particularly the imperialists and big bourge
oise, by either intensification of the exploitation of the working class
have further destroyed the market Thus we bave the contradictory
situation of a glut of unsold commodities ( including foodgrains )
on the one hand and crores of unemployed who are unable to buy
those commodities

The existence of such a vast army of unemployed shows clearly
that the existing system of ecomomic relations 18 grossly wasting
the productive potential of our country The chief asset of our
couatry 18 the plentiful human labour It can not be fully utilised
until the existing semi fedual, semi colonial fetters are smashed
The right to work can only be established by revolution

Toe problem of unemployment 1s the direct product of the semt
colomal, semn feudal structure It cannot be solved until, at the
first stage the land question 18 resolved on the basis of land to the
tiller and smpenalism expelled The question of unemployment
can only be finally resolved 1n socialism

The boast of the Janata Government (Party) that st will solve
the unemployment problem 1s only meant to hide the fact that st, in
fact, will not do anything to hurt the interests of the imperialists,
the comprodor bureaucrat bourgeoisie and the landlords

While mobilising the workers for revolution, the IFTU will
also fight for the extension of employment scheme and institution
of unemployment benefits over the whole country These benefits
should not be just the mearly Rupees 50 per month that the Left
Front Government 1n West Bengal 18 giving to a few persons who
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bave been unemployed for at least five years The unemployment

benefits must be at least equal to the mimmum wage fixed for wor
kers in the area

RESOLUTION ON BONUS

1) This Founding Conference of the IFTU expresses grave
concern at the continued decial of bonus to many lakhs of workers
The Janata Party had inits Lok Sabha Election maaifesto pled
ged to accept bonus as a deferred wage and thus the nght of all
workers including the so-called departmental workers to bonus was
accepted The Janata Government 1s now repeating the old
fallacious argument that railwaymen etc are not industrial workers
Even if this classification of the Government 1s followed, there 18 no
reason why such departmental workers too should not get bonus

2) The attitude of the Janata Government has encouraged the
}ug bourgeoisie to launch an offensive against the workers’ bonus.
By cooking up the accounts the big bourgeois 1s able to reduce
its book profits and even turn profit into loss As a result the
supposed minimum bonus of 8 33% has in fact become the stand
ard bonus.

3) Last year, it was the threat of imminent struggle that forced
the Janata Government to declare 8 339, as mmmmum bonus But
this was done for one year only This year again under the threat
of a stnike, the Government was forced to announce that it would
consider the matter By making bonus a matter of annual struggle,
the Janata Government 18 holding the working class to ransom

4) Inour country wages are far below the mimimum needed for
2 decent iving The wages of the workers 1s not sufficient even to
meet the daily experses of the workers But along with daily expen
ses the workers also have lump-sum expenses as for instarce, for
lothes and household goods. Such matenial ~re necessary for hiving
of the workers and their families They are part of the hiving wages.
Che bonus that workers now r-ceive 1s nothing but a part of the
vages that is necesary to take the worker at least closer to a hvirg
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wage Being a part of the living wage, but paid only once a year 1t
has consequently been called a deferred wage The borus 1s a defer
red wage and 1s part of the workers’ living wage

5) The working class has fought for decades to win the right to
bonus as a deferred wage, 1rrespective of any consideration of so
called profitability The historic railway strike of 1974 was fought
for the extension of the right of bonus to raillwaymen snd all
‘departmental’ workers

6) The Bhoothalingam Committee has attacked the very concept
of bouns as a deferred wage and thus fully justified the Janata
Goverament’s demial of bonus to the railways and such other
Government departments Not oniy that, the Bhoothalingam
Committee has proposed that bonus be replaced by a so called
pension When the workers do not have enough for their daily
consumption needs, that 1s why they require bonus, the Bhootha
lingam Committee in the name of pension is trying to further cut
the real wage of the workers

7) The IFTU supports the night of all workers to get & mim
mum bonus irrespective of whether 1t 1 a private or State employ
ment, departme tal undertaking or otherwise The IFTU demands
that p rmaneut legislation should be enacted to restore 8 33°/,
as th minimaim bonus a1rd extend it to workers of all sections,
private or Government

RESOLUTION ON CONDITION OF WORKERS IN
TEA INDUSTRY IN ASSAM

It 1s a matter of great concern that the sufferings of our people
are 1ncreasing day by day due to the brutal exploitation of the imp-
enalists of different varieties Instead of stopping 1mperialist exp-
loitation and co ifiscatiag all impenalist capital the Govt. of India
has made our couatry dependent upon the imperialist capital and
has been acting as an agent of the imperialist The 1nvestment of
imperialist capital has 1ncreased rapidly and it1s now many umes
more than what it was o the year 1947 Imperalist coatrol and
domination upon our country have been 1acreasug day by day It
15 a stumbling biock to the developmeat of our country
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The tea mdustry of our country 18 still controlled by the mmper-
its, 1ts market 1s also controlled by them Many gardens are
fer the direct control of the imperialist companies or in colla

ation with the Indian big managing agencies Consequently,
1ll tea planters are facing severe crisis  They are forced to dep-
| upon bureaucratic capital Many of their gardens have alr ady
n closed Many are on the process of closing, thus ultimately
immizing the working class The capitalists always try to 1mpose
burden of their crisis upon the working class by increasing explo-~
ton and by brutal repression on them Hence, we find that in the
iens the management are extracting more and more work from a
ker by increasing the daily intensity of work The number of
kers ®mployed in the gardens is much less than the actual re

ements. Instead of employing permanent labour they employ
porary or casual labour who are not given the minimum facilities
nanent labour enjoy  Even the mimmm facilities of the work

ire curtailed Innumerable workers are being thrown out of emp-
aent In such a way the imperialists have 1mosed a heavy burden
ufferings upon the workers. The people of our country have
vercome these sufferings It 18 possible only when imperalist
oition 18 completely rooted out The people of our country
been heroically fighting against the imperialists of different
ties. IFTU proposes to launch struggles against impenalist
o] 1n the tea gardens uniting with the employees and other
lotic and democratic individuals, to join hand with the exploited,
ssed patriotic people of our country to demonstrate opposition
apenialist exploitation, domination and control

‘etrenchment of workers has become a day to-day phenomenon
¢ gardens, although the number of worvers employed 1s already
than the actual requirements At least five workers are
ired per acre of land, but only one or less than one 1s employed
permanent worker and some are employed temporanily Every
the rate of work 1s increased by the management 1n order to
ct more work from a worker They are forced to complete
mount of work fixed by the management otherwise a part of
eir daily wage 1s curtailed So to receive the whole pay the
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workers are compelled to work more than 8 hours a day Ia suct
a way in order to get more profit the authorities impose doubl
or more than double burdens upon the workers No employer eve
follows the employment rules Hence we call upon the worker
to launch struggles against the retrenchment of workers from th
gardens and to raise the demand to a%olish the 1mposition of the
system of piece rate of work upon the workes to maintain strictly
8 hours of work a day and 48 hours 1n a week and to compel the
managements to employ at least permanent workers pet acre o
land

The rate of wages of the garden wrokersis so low thatit 1g
very 1asufficient even to cop with bare necessities In comparision
to the rising prices of essential commodities, the rate of wages i<
traitling far behind

Moreover, the rate of wages 13 not umform in all zones,
Our demand 1s that rate of daily wages of a worker should be
fixed at Rs 1000 for an adult and Rs 6 0 for a munor, irrespec
tive of zones

The previous system of supplying some essential commodities
to the workers at a lower price 1s not prevailing 1n most of the tea
gardens In some gardens only rice and atta are still supplied, bu!
10 1nadequate quantity Our demand 1s that all essentral commo
dities including rice and atta must be supplied to the workers ai
lower prices. The rate of rice and atta must be fixed at Rs 0 5(
paise (in place of 0 55 paise or the like) per kg. and to be suppliec
per week 1n the manner as

Adult 3kg ofriceand 2 kg of atta and mmnor 2 kg of ric
and 1 kg of atta Rations must be supphed to all members o
the family including, atleast children, parents, aad wife or husbanc
dependent upon the worker

Our demand 1s that the 1nvalid workers should be paid pensio:
or gratuity including all other living amemties

The Gar’en Maonagement are completely reluctant to fulfil the
bare needs of the workers. The workers are given cow shed lik
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houses to ive :n  No sanitation facilities no maintenance of crecbe
houses , insufficient supply of drirking water , no electric facilities
no accomodation of latrine, urinals and rai1 shed in the work field
Lack of many essential things and tools hke garments, ramn coats,
aprous bonanet, umbrellas, shoes, goggles for spraying etc cause
the deterioration of the health of the workers Medical facilities are
nominal, educational facilities are only on paper 1FTU calls upon
the workers to build movements i every gardens for wining at
least all the facilities laid down 10 the different plantauon labour
acts of the Central and State Governments

In the gardens the workers have to live under the constant threat
of the bureaucratic management  Althou h the corruption and
malpractices done by the bureaucratic authority ultimately victi
mise the workers, the tongues of the workers are sealed to protest
against 1t because of the conmstant threat of the victimization
or retrenchment hanging over their heads They are not even
spared physical torture So they dare not protest even whea they
are deprived of ther legitimate rights D mocratic right 1s a far
cry to them This condition must come to an end IFTU calls
upon the tea garden workers to build up a massive struggle against
these evils in order to wia b tter Living conditions for the workers
and to establish the r democrauc nights

RESOLUTION ON THE STRUGGLE AT HIND MOTOR,
SANTALDIH, ETC

After the Left Front Goveinment was voted to power 1o West
Bengal, the working people of West Bengal had expected that civil
liberties would be restored in full and that they would be 10 a post
tuon to avail themselves of the democratic and Trade Union rights in
therr ficld of acvities  But all their expectations were soon behied
when they found that CPM, the erstwhile votary of democracy
tand the virtual rulers of West Bengal at present appeared as a
monstar to attack the democratic and Trade Union activities of
1all the labouring people in West Bengal The CPM Chuef Minster
jas been very prompt 1n sendiag police forces wheazver and waere
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ver the workers have rnisen to assert their T U nights and to win
their just demands. ( The anti labour policy pursued by the CPM
led Govt has been the order of the day and sending and stationing
of police forces at places of workers movement bave been the rule
0 the hands of the CPM Police Minister ) CITU their mass
organisation has gone even further and taken to applying gangster
method to suppress the workers movement and even to the
extent of physical attacks on militant workers. CITU in many
places has openly declared that it will not allow any union other
than CITU to function threatening the workers organised in other
labour unions, the CITU poses itself asthe T U boss to dictate to
the workers not to take to any movement strike or gherao This1s
essentially the capitulauiopist policy of the CPM led Govt in
West Ber gal at the piesent moment. Iastances can be muluplied
to show how the CPM led Govt. and its T U wing CITU are s
danger to the workers’ movement 1n West Bengal

At Hipd Motor Factory the majority of the workers who are
orgamised under the Enginecrirg Sramik Union have launched a
struggle to realise their long standing demands against the Birla
Management ard a tool down strike had been resorted to At the
growth of the militant movement, a traditioral beritage of the Hind
Motor workers, the frightered Birla Management called upon CITU
10 order to disrupt the movement As docile lackey of the Birlas
the CITU, all of a sudden, attacked a mecting of Engineering
Sramik Unton, with sts gangsters, injuring the Secretary of ESU,
Hind Motor Branch and the militant workers assembled under ESU
A large police force was posted to help the CITU gaogsters and
to protect the interest of the Birlas 1n suppressing the struggie In
sclf-defence, the workers of Hind Motor resisted the attack by CITU
goondas and drove them away from the place Next day, just as st
usually happened under the earhier Congress Govt, the workers
were debarred from holding any meeting under ESU nside sod
outside the factory CITU goondas went on threat.ning the stnking
workers at the point of revolvers with a view to breaking the
tool down stnke But the workers did not give 1n

At Santaldih power station, a large police force and armed cons-
(7))



abulary has be n stationed to put down the continuing work to-rule
novement, of the S EB workers under the leadership of Workers’
Union The CPM Police Minister has advanced the plea for such
police repression as 8 measure agamnst ‘ Sabotage” by members of
Workers’ Union This again 18 the usual course that the Congress
Govt used to resort to 1n order to suppress any just movement of
the workers

At Nakrakholdal ( Burdwan) Russo India Min= Project, the
colliery workers are fighting for being enrolled as permanent wor
kers This project 138 an experimental one to introduce Soviet
capital m such a vital sector and to pave the way for further
plunder of the labour power and raw materials of our country The
Eastern Coalfield Workers’ Unions has strongly protested against
this diabohic design of Soviet new Czars and put up a strong resis
tance toit The management has been forced to agree to a last
minute settlement at the force of the mine workers’ high morale
and powerful movement

In the Tea Gardens of North Bengal where the woikers, supp
ressed for long, are trying to raisee their heads, the hirelings of
the tea garden management 1n collusion with the police are trying
to crash them To mention one significant mcident, at Bhandigun
Tea Garden of Jalpaiguni P S the workers belonging to existing
Union under the leadership of CITU and RCMC (a Janata led
Union) are rebelling against them and getting organised under the
‘Paschim Banga Cha Bagan Sramik Karmachari Usion’ The gang
sters of the management 1n collusion with the local police and m
conmvance with CITU and RCMC have already attacked those
struggling tea workers, injuring them seriously Arrest warrants
have been 1ssued against the union activists and even on those who
offered shelter to them With high morale, the workers are coati
nuing their resistance to such onslaughts Teasants and forest
workers have also sided with this struggle of the tea workers acnd
thus manifested a remarkable solidarity

In Hosiery Industry Britanma, Orient fan and m such other
mulls and factories, workers and employees have been strugglog
for realising therr demands In almost all cases, C°M and CITU
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have sided with the management and acted against the interests of
the working class 1n West Bengal

At Javashree Chemical Factory, the CITU leadership has tried
its best and 1s still trying to put down the just movement of the
workers and the CPM led Govt has given active help to this dis
ruption

Lock outs lay-offs closures are & general feature of West
Bengal under the CPM led Govt For instance in AEl, a Bntish
imperialist undertaking under GEC a lock out has been declared

This Founding Conference of the IFTU categorically condemns
such heinous acts of the CITU leadership This conference also
calls upon the toiling people of other states to take gaurd against
the ant1 l]abour policy persistently pursued by CITU and to launch
exposure campaign in order to isolate the CITU leadership from
all the fields of the TU movem nt in our couatry The CPM has
been claiming that their Left Front Govt will give some immediate
relief to the people But whenever the workers have fought for
their demands the Left Front Govt, headed by CPI (M) has revea-
led that 1t is1n fact a defender of the interests of the impenalists
and the big bourgeoisie and utilised the state machinery to crush
the workers’ struggles

Oppose The Black Act

RESIST THE ATTACK ON THE WORKERS®* RIGHTS OF
ORGANISATION, STRUGGLE, STRIKE AND AGITATION

In the deep and intensifying crisis of India 8 sem colonial, sem:
feudal e.on>my, the ruling class s anad th 1mp rialists are trying
to pat more and more of the burden o1 th working p ople, par
ticularly the working class In one way ot another the comprador
bureaucrat capitalists and th gorve nment are trying to impose a
wag freeze Buatinord rto mak: a waze freez effecuve 18 1
necessary for big business and the state to d stroy the workers’
power of resistance  On the one haand, watons Jike INTUC, AITUC,
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CITU, HMS, HMP, BMS etc all inked to ruling parties in some
part of the country are following a policy of class collaberation and
betraymp the workers’ struggles On the other hand, the varus
governments are attacking the rights of the workers toorgamse
struggle and agitate The so called Marxist led Government in W
Bengal has declared that gheraos are illegal and won’t b tolerated
The Janata Government at the Centre has introduced in Parliament
the new Industrial Relations Bill, a Black Act which 1s a full scale
attack on the workers® rights

Right to Orgamse

The tight to form umons was restricted to workmen covered
by tie Industnial Disputes (ID) Act Employees in educational
fnstitdtions, so called charitable organisations, hospitals etc were
demied the mght to orgaise unions  Recently, howewer, the
‘Bupreme Court decided that criteria hike being ‘chantable’ o eda
¢aticnal institutions could not be valid grounds for the exclusion
of such enterprises from the defimtion of wdustry It decided that
the basic ‘condition was the existence of an ‘employer employee’
relationship At the same time, the Supreme Court while judging
that edwcguonal 1nstitutions and the like should come wunder the
purview of the Industrial Disputes Act has left 1t open whether
teachers should be regarded as workmen’ Even then, this judge
ment 18 & victory for the working class which has for long fought
for the inclusion of all employees under the ID Act This judgement
18 the closest that Indian law has come to recognize the screntific
definition of wage labourers ( 1e those who sell their labour power
for a wage ) as bemng workers

The Janata Government in the Black Act proposes to undo this
victory and redefine industry so that educational and so-called
ch ritable institutions will once again be excluded from the ID
Aci, thus denying th ir emp Jyees the right to organise 1a unions,
to struzgle aad to str.ke

; Along with thus the Black Act also attacks the night of
the workers to choose their own leaders and unions In place of
the existing ruls for registration of a umon ( mmmum of seven
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workers ) the Act propoces 109, of the workers as the minimum
This provision 18 aimed at preservirg the existmg monopoly of
those uniens that ave sharirg state power and also at seemg that
new umions do not come up Even now because of the immediate
attack by the bourgeors workers do not dare disclose their intention
of forming a umon  With the 109, mnmmum requarement {t will
be easter for the bourgeoisie to identify and attack those taking
the lead in forming a mew union. Further, verfication of the mem
bership will be done by the state machinery and shis will be used
to deny registration to those unions that are opposed to the existing
government and even more to revolutiomary trade umions The
working class must demand that there should be no condition for
segistration  and no sestriction of the rght of association "

The Black Act proposes to restrict the number of ‘outsiders’” who
can hold office 1 a union and the number of unions in which an
‘outuder’ can hold office Of cousse there i no restriction on the
number of Boards of Directors of which a capitahist can be a mem
ber And by the government’s notien of an “outsider® even an ex
employee, or a dismissed employee is an outsider Thus an ex
mulway employee wnll have no misht to orgamse rallway workers
and soon It was during British rule thatthe workmg class won
the nght for .on employees (“outsiders” ) to be part of the
warkers’ union. {t was necessary at least because employees who
themselves hold office m t+e union are immediate targets of attack
By this Act the Janata Government s trying to curb the liriks of
the workers with the intellectuals who can aid them in their stru
ggles The government 1s also trying to curb the growth of political
consciousness, the growth of socialist consciousness 1 which
revolutionary intellectuals who integrate with the workers have
their role to play

By these restrictions, the government is trying to legally con
fine the trade unions to their own specific demands and prevent
the growth of a class conscious, revoiutionary trade wnionism Of
course this 18 covered up by refereaces to splinter trade umons,
trade union nivairy and so on  But the real purpose is to keep the
workers away from the pohitical movement, aud thus p.event the

growth of class consciousness
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Attack om Right to Strike and Agitation

The Latour Ministry i its note on the Black Act has stated,
*The attempt of the proposed legislation will be to lay emphasis on
the recessity to exbaust all means of settlement like negotiations,
concihations, etc before either party decides to recort to direct
action’ The attempt to exhaust all means of settiement 18 by 1mpo-
sing various conditions which bave to be followed before a union
can legally go on strike

Even more than this, in certain industries listed as ‘essential
industries’ the workers are to be denied totally the right to strike
As 20 industries will be declared essential including traosport, ene-
rgy, communication and services like water supply, and sewage
disposal Thus workers in these major ndustries are to be bound
hand and foot and made entirely dependent on the mercies of the
big bourgeoisie and the burecaucrats A newspaper report on the
Black Act says ‘The 1dea, 1t 18 reported, 1s to make the workers con
scious of the fact that such industries are very important for the
country’s economy It 1s also & departure from the normal practice
of the government to declare an 1ndustry or service essential only
after a strike has started® (The Statesman, 17th July, 1978) What
the Congress Governmnent used to do now and then, the Janata
Government proposes to make permanent

The Janata Government’s Black Act has taken over from
the Maharashtra Black Act supposedly unfair labour practices by
the workers. In the Maharashtra Recognition of Trade Unions ard

Prcv ntion of Unfair Labour Practices Act, the following are listed
as unfair practices

(1) To advice or actively support or mstigate any strike deemed
to be illegal.

(2) To coerce employees 1n the exercise of their rights to self

orgamisation or to join unions or refrain from jomnng any umion,
that 1s to say

(a) For a umon or its membess to picket in such a manner

that non striking employees are physically debarred from entering
the work place ,
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{(b) To irdulge n acts of force or violence or to hold out
tbreats of wtimidation 1n connection with a strike against non stn
king employees or aganst managenial staff

(3) For a recognised union to refuse to bargain collectively 1n
good faith with the employer

(4) Tondulge 1n coercive activities agamnst certification of bar
gaining representative

(5) To stage, encourage or instigate such forms of coercive
action as wilful go slow’, squatting on the work premises after
working bours or ‘gherao’ of ary membes of the managerial staff

(6) To stage demonstrations at the residences of the employers
or the manpagenal staff members”

This Maharashtra Act passed mn 1971 but immplemented only
after the imposition of “‘emergency” 1s the first instance of suppose-
dly unfair labour practices by workers being listed Those “‘unfair
labour practices” are 1n fact the normal trade union activities like
demonstrations, go slow, picketing, etc The prohibition of such
activities, with penalties prescribed for them, attacks the workers’
right to struggle

The proposed Black Act also attacks the right to strike Under
the guise of exhausting all forms of negotiations, such a lengthy
procedure 1s prescribed as to make 1t virtully impossible to legally

goon strike Any dispute must go through 60 days of bipartite
negotiations  In case of failure another 60 days of conciliation

After that the government may impose compulsory arbitration Any
way, during the whole period of bipartite negotiations and concilia
tion the union does not have the right to go on strike Even after
this, under the supervision of the Registrar or Trade Unions, a
strike ballot must be heid and only if 60°/, of the workers vote for
1t, can there be a legal strike,

This whole procedure 1s a case of “taking away with the left
band what 1s given by the right hand  Itis typical of bourgeoss
law that 1t promises the people absolute rights but then restricts
them 1n such a manner that there are virtually no rights remaning.
Asitis, even with the existing ID Act, a legal strike 18 very rare.
The new Black Act will make 8 Jegal strnke smpossible
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Fostering Class Collaberation

The Black Act while curbing the workers’ nghts has also ann
sidious proposal for *“negotiating agents” The negotiating agent
will not be just a union 1t will be a separate body with a jundical
status of 1ts own The negotiating agent will be chosen either thro-
ugh verfications or by secret ballot as decided by the Registrar By
this provision, negotiating agents that are acceptable to the bour
geoisie and the bureaucracy alone will be chosen Further, the nego-
tiating agent teing a judicial body bas to follow certain legal and
admnistrative procedures And it 18 only after the megotiating
agent declares the failure of bipartite negotiations that the umions
can begin strike procedures.

The object of this provision of bargaining agent 18 to

(1) promote only such untons as are acceptable to the bour
geoisie, (2) make negotiations a part of the judicial administrative
process, and (3) deprive umons of their role of leading the wor
kers’ struggle This provision of the Black Act 1s an extension
of the Bombay Industrial Relations Act (1948) Urder this only
the “recognised” union gets any faulities for functioning and has
the right to represent the workers By this Act the Congress
Government and the mill owners were able to instal the RMMS
(INTUC) as the textile workers’ union while 1 fact a vast majornty
of the workers then supported the MGKU (AITUC)

The Black Act thus aims at creating a trade union structure con
trolled by the judicial administrative apparatus. It aims at ass
milating the trade union organisations into the official structure
This 13 a fascist measure of the type mmposed by Hitler in Germany
and now existing 1n Brezhnev’s Russia

OUR DEMANDS

While opposing the Black Act, IFTU demands

(1) The nght of trade union organisation to all those whe scll
thewr labour power, who are employees irrespective of whether
the private or gover ment sectors, 1 educational institutions, of
suppesedly charitable instututioas Mcombers of the police ard
armed forces should also have the right to form wnions
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{(2) No restrictions on th right to form unions by 1mposing a
mmmum 10°/, or other such conditions

(3) No restrictions on the right to strike whether for the so
called essential industries or any other Whether and to what
extent to avail of the conciliation or judicial machinery 1s for the
trade umons to decide

(4) Demonstrations prcleting go slow, gherao etc are legiti
mate forms of struggle of the working class “Unfair labour
practices” are actions of the employers and not of the workers

(5) AU uoons should have full and equal facihties for
functioming,

(6> Recognition of trade unions should be by secret ballot

(M No restrictions on number of non-employees as office
bearers of unions

(8) Allinternal matters of trade umon functioming, including
for instarce the taking of strike ballots are matters for the trade
unjons themselves to decide and should not be the subject of
legislation

IFTU calls upon all workers to totally oppose the new Indus-
tnal Relations Bill  Destroy the Black Act and smash the fascist
type of conspiracy of the Janata Government ! Defend the Wor
kers' Rights of Organisation, Strugsle, Strike and Agitation !

August, 1978

National Commttes of the IFTU

The Founding Conference of the IFTU unanimously elected the
following National Committe.

P.esid nt  Comrade Krishan D v Sethi Jammu & Kashmur

Vice Pressdent 1 Comrade Khokan Mazumdar, W Bengal
2 Cowmrade Girbaksh Singh, Bihar

3 Baldev Singh, Pup;ab
4 Santosh Rana, W Bengal
5 Nita Murty, Madhya Pradesh

General Secretary  Comrade Dev Nathan, Madharasntra
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Secretaries 1 Comrade Phani Bagchi, West Bengal

2 Comrade Satyesh Bhattacharya, Assam

3 Comrade K Ramchandran Mabharashira,
Treasurer Comrade Pham Medhi, Assam
Members of the National
Committee 1 Comrade Madhusudan Raj Yadav,

Andhra Pradesh

» N V Krshnaiah, . "
» Khetra Phukan, Assam
" Gopal Jais, »

" Khushiram Bansal Haryana
Viswamitra Ojha Rajasthan

QS W oo N A W
-

» Gopal Rao, Bihar

» Prasun Goswamu, Bihar

. M N Upadhyaya Bihar
1 " Jaswant Singh Uttar Pradesh
11 " P K Murthy Madhya Pradesh
12 " Arun Roy West Bengal
13 " Saifuddin West Bengal
14 " Somenath Chatterjee, West Bengal
15 » Amar (Paltu) Sen  West Bengal
16 ”» Abdul Rauf Jammu & Kashmir
17 » Narinder Singh Delhi
18 » Ram Pratap Himachal Pradesh
19 » S N Singh Bihar
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