
INDIA AND THE RAJ 1919-1947 
8LORY, SHAME AND BONDAGE 

Volar O 

th Ory of 

MY PARENTS 



• 

• 

• 

i 

• 



INDIA AND THE RAJ 1919-1947 
GLORY, SHAME AD BO#DA@f 

V O0 

Suniti Kurr Ghosh 

RACHI 
Calcutt4.700 006 



Published by Animnasr Ghosh, Pr icht, Viyet agr Shawn, 
Rujtshis Sweet, Suite No, 8, Calcutt-700 006 - . . . .. . . 

10 Foja . ' 

0 ANIMA GHOSH 1989 

Distributed by 
SUBARNAREKHA 
73 M. G. Rod 
Calcutt. 700 009 

.$ 

4 00 
• u5 

,(4 % 

a9 
v1 

' ' J 

Printed b P. K. He[a, eeeruden tress, 40 Shibnaryan Das 

lne, Calcutt&. 700 006. 



PREFACE -- . - . 

Historian and political -both Indian and forelgh- 
are almost unanimous that the Indian National Congre led the 
Indian people to fredormn from imperialist rile; that Gandhi, who 
wts.it le for. the do.de, awake there 
their slumber and fat.lo ad for them a yniquo weapon ty­ 
graha which defeated. on of th reightlt omnpire of th 
world; and that it was the Congress_leadership which forged 
a geest ntlet h the fire of this struggle, 

Ai these long-chbehed sssdurhptions correct ? Whom did th 
Congress le.eh.l t?re th. Ccgre leaders greet 
anti-tape letit rus.die er.cone@tion.ad hlitorlogsphy 
them Did/bey. et ekto s sovereign nation-stat@ 
or t8ash love aelf-goarrest within the imperialist system " 
privilege... to have a docent place in tho hou hold of Kling 
George the Fifth" (a G, D. Blrle put it I 1932)7 Were the 

4 ex 
ant-colonial struggles, waged independently of the Congret by 
the pbedntithe working class end thl urban petty bourgeclsle 
complementary to the'mown.ti led bl th8 Cogre ,, it is 
generally sured, ...in¥ lg¢ @ti chrscter ? Ag8 
whom was th weapon of4a4y.4g ha eirped? 

Depot4deg mn 9 primary source, ti bok eeks ¢ fed 
out answer to thole and related4ions, tis out both th 
domains ot tndl poll/cs elite. polltic es well s politic of 
the people -- chiefly during the period hroin 1919 (wtan Gandhi 
began to dominate Congrdss pl6gilds) t6 1$47. 

This voturd incl wth the dwmts of March 1931; the #tory 
treed to 1947re ft.u7L I ' mention lt mylifv bet.noted tt,'lhqt otherwise mentioned tt 
emphasis on w9pd er a0po44,l 9n, . ., 

lam deeply grateful to several friends of mine who have 
given +e.gooero hep. la, preparing this book. 

l regret to nots that for reasons beyond our control the pub­ 
licit loin of this volume has been delayed, '. 

' 10 #4je Rajkrishn Street 
silt 8, le~th76006 
2June 1989, e­ ' 

, SUNITT KUMAR GHOSH 
9le 
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CHAPTER ONE 

'DOMAINS OF POLITICS' 

During the long colonial rule two contendirg forces merged 
n Indian society; on@ 0on4id of th peasantry includirg 
the d/i s, the artisans and factory workers, and the urban 
patty bourgeoisl, while the other comprised th. big comp.ado 
bourgeoisie (0omoroial or connerci-cum -industrial} , blg 
landlords and princes, ands privileged stratum ot elite intell¢ 

tuale--big lrwyrs, doctors, high governmnet officials t, 
imbued with the values of the alien rulers nd full of faith l 
th% gadn and progressive character of their rule. Whi th 
latter owed their «ten0e, prosperity ind privll to colonel 
rule and pursued th politics of collaboration and comprori 
with imperialist, the former wets victimn afspio/tation and 
oppression by imperialism and its native collaborators,gnd their 
politics, whether awry4 sufficientlytieu do not, w. th 
politics of uncompromising 0mg9e against both 

But it would be folly to assure that politicly the two 0tp 
wre sharply demarcated. father, the relationship wts highly 
complex. Though the economic interest of the peasant, worker 
and the urban petty bourgeoisie harpy clashed with tho% of 
the princes, landlords And the big bourgeois who served as 
intermediaries ot imperialist capital, th paradox is tht, for 
historical re.dons to which we sh..l relier later, th political 
oproentetivad of the last-tu ed els.es.ware atut 0gh 
from about the end of th first Wold War to confuse the sup 
exploited mos and tally thorn at tires be hind them/v 
and sometimes to val, divert and uppro their struggle in 
collusion with th tj. While opposing genuine national 
ti.bra tion, they waved th b nor of anti- colonial.atrgg/ ad 

shrewd tatit, Th occasion] povrents they wee forced 
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to initiate in rde to forestall Anti. imperialist struggles sured 
the character ofs nations] liberation struggle only when these 
0rosed the limits sat by the leadership And, as we shell 40 
when these--the watt Satyagraha in 1919, the Non-co­ 
operation Movement in 1920-22 and the Civil Disobedience 
Movement in 1930.31= threatened to acquire tis character, they 
were hastily, abruptly withdrawn, thus plunging the country into 
the depth of festration ad demoralization. 

The Anti-Colonial Force 

puring colonial rule the most exploited sections of the people 
W.re th pedantry, rthr the poor nd ladle4 pent6, nd 
the rtins, whe constituted the overwhelming majority of th 
po0ple. The peasant who hd enjoyed before th advent ot 
British rule the hereditary right of occupancy of the land was 
deprived of it under the agrarian system the British introduced 
nwsmn.fdl atctur that would vs the inter of the 
gritieh bOu rge obi6i8 was tdised in piste of th old one tht w 
mostly die.tied. A arw legal ytr based on concept# of 
private property 0on.root we.s introduced On the othr 
hand, the extraction of the maximum surplus from th pents 
produce boon the bi of the rly colonial ytm of plunder, 
The policy of maximization of land rvenue in order to wring a 
surplus to finance th purchase of good xporid fro hr by 
the est India Company led to the colotsel destruction of men 
aod productive forces. On coming to lndie in 1789 Governor 
Gen.al, Lard Corwellis recorded; j pry safely srt tht 
one third of th Company's territory in Hindustan is now a jungle 
inhabited only by wild bet." 

le th fiet few dcd of th 194 century, Indi wd 

converted into a tar art6rll ppwng of Britain end mark.t 
for it manufacture, Profits from unequal trade wre added to 
the rent-rovonu • n0th.er fl 04r0¢ of colonial plunder. 
for th rli tio f th maim/urn tent.few.rue, which remained 
til t 1860 "the balc pillar of British colonialism"} and of profit 
from the unequal xchag, th colonialists fer-teblished and 
trengthoned feudal landlordis on new bsis nd noourgd 
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the growth of comprsdor trade and usury capital. Everywhere 
0oclo wad t.«dte tort the ragirru rt or rven$$ 
well es various abwabs (illegal octions} from the peasant 
producers. Th8 policy of perpetuating feudal survlvl end the 
feudal mod of extracting the pant'e surplus as land rover 
or rent enabled the 84jtih butgel4is t0 p 0grit lg¢ part 
of the pt'« pet duce at borinboly ch.p pi. 

Among the main fetures of the land revenue ytems 
introduced by the British were; first, the land-tax and rent, 

appropriated by the British bourgeoisie through the colonial 
ate fchinry and b the ntive landlords, took not only th 
ntire amount of the surplus labour but also a considerable pant 
of the necessary labour of the pedant. He was not only ground 
down to th barest mi /rum of moans of subsistence but v 
thst minimum often eluded him. As th agricultural productivity 
w.slow, th mount of surplus about was0all, but ther w 
e very high degree of exploitation of the peasants. Second,th 
rent tht th direct producers paid to the landlords or directly to 
the colonial tt was not cpitalit lad rent representing en 
xc#$ over profit but the most ruthless and savage feudal lend 
rot, Third, th appropriation of the land-tax and rent b th 
colonial gate nd the landlords was in the main coercive; tr­ 
0onomic compulsion w eve o intensified than before 
in the new l irate created by the agrarian systems imposed 

by the British, usury had phenomenal growth. for mrtimg the 
exorbitant dernande tor land-tax or tent and also for his 

ubsistance ·hot for investment in productive activitie th 
peasant was forced to dpend on the surer The uuror a de lt 
comparativlyedgy for the colonialists to realize the lend-tat r 
rent from the peasant proprietor or tenants as well a frorn the 
landlords, who lso took loans to pay the revenue by due detes. 
n colonial India, while usury capital sided with the coloni 
meters end rviced th&mechanism of tribute-extraction, ht caused 
disintegration of the gall peasant economy and ruined both 
th pents nd handicraft0en who could not escape its 
tohos. Be¢ate of th overqrwding of agriculture due to the 
detretion of th union bet won agriculture d renutecturing 
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industy"And because oaf th pauperiation of l rge fas of 
pests and artisans, the paresitial growth of usury led t wide 
prevalence of debt bondagd 

with the penetration of onmodity.money relation4 into the 
countryside, the ownership of land was being increasingly 
transfered fror peasants t g hw bred of usurer-cum-traders 
the nahjn, Wh th p00.8 w.6r.% fod to sell their 
holdings or lost then to the mortgagees, they were not driven 
off the land, but were bound to it again by the new owners and 
tilled it on a crop-sharing basis. The usurer-landlords seled 
most of the products--the surplus product as well as muah of the 
necessary product-of the potent's labour without mak ling any 
investment. Parasitic landlordism thus flourished throughout 
India. In the Deccan, for example" writes D. R. Ga4dgil, the 
Marwari [the usual immigrant trader and surer thee] ever 
wanted to take possession of, the land; in nary ass he did 
not have the land transferred to himself legally, but it was etil 
allowed to remain in the old cultivator's name; the Marwti 
morel appropriated to himself the entire profits of cultivation in 
virtue of the large number of debt-bond that he held.., hu 
was a great portion of the Deccan psant clads reduced to 
virtual serfdom." 

The exorbitant rovnuo demand and pyrent of it in money 
forced peasants to grow commercial crops like indigo, cotton 
and jute required by British industry as raw materielg The 
pea0., 0p00ally in cash-0rop growing ates, beme victims 
not only ot feudal oppression but also of the colonial oppression 
as appendages to the speculators market antrolled by British 
agency houses, exchange banks and Indian compradors. The 

fabulous amounts of commercial profit earned by the E ritist 
bourgeoisie and their lndin 0o0pardons wore tot th normal 
commercial profit but peculation profit of a cokcnial and semi­ 
feudal character obtained by coercion and swindling. 

he Agrarian systerns introduced by the British, observes 
Barrington Moore Jr, formed the basis of a political and 
economic system in which the foreigner, landlord, nd the money 
lend took the a0onofic up0 aw.y front th ptry, filed 



to lrwet it in industrial growth ad thus ruled cut th possibil ity 
of repeating Jepn's wsy of entering the modern r. .. 'he 
ncdln peasant w suffering many of the pains of primitv 
cap#tit cumulation, while tnei oclty rep6d none of its 
beoafits." 

Among the most wretched of the earth were (and are) the 
cdivsis o tlbal people of tndia, who todey constitute about 
sewn pt cent of its total population, May f then had ben 
riven to hilly regions, toots or pl0s fr tht. Mo.st of th 
were agriculturist but the land wes poor and could not provide 
therm with the minimum ubditenc6, Th forest satisfied my 
of their wants. lt gdve them food, fruits, nuts, yam, flowers end 
the meat of the animals they hunted ; it provided them with fuel 
nd with materials for bulding their huts and rvd pasture 
for their cattle and other nimas. During colonial rule thes 
simple, honest and unsophisticated people wre deprived of their 
lend and forests Th% forests came to be owned by the state, 
the tribals wore punished for felling trees, collecting food or fuel 
or sending their cattle there. Their entire wtry of life came under 
attack with the advent of olonil rule which deprived them of 
their traditional forest right. re was no end of 0ppr&loin 
practised on them by forest offic ials, revenue collectors and 
minions of law nd order. In many regions European nd Indin 
planters, miner-owners and industrialists drove them arwary from 
th lands which had ben their hog, Hot f traders, money­ 
larders and officials from the plains enr«f their areas, robbed 
thr in th nre of trade. ch«td thr f their Ands and turned 
my of themn who stayed into bond slaves by fraud and 
chicanery, Thousands migrated to bacons coolies in distant 
plantations or mind 

Another lass of the Indian society, which was almost ruin 
under the imp4et of colonial rule, was the artisan. After the 
establishment of 8etish rule in Bengal and some other parts of 
India. the East India Company and its agents virtually reduced 
petty commodity producers, specially wavers (for whoe go0ds 
there was a great demand in Europe), into serfs whom they 
0oorbed into selfing their products much below their value, Th 
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aria wore 0Ofp/led to accept advances made by middlemen 
on behalf of the Company and were virtually turned into debt­ 
slave. Though production for private consumers was or 

profitable, they were forced to work for the Company." 

In 1793, th8 House f Commons Select Committe on 
Administration of Justice in India remarked ; 

- Tis letter contins a perfect plan of policy, both of 
compulsion and encouragement which must in a vary considerable 
degree oporate destructively to th manufactured of Begeal. /l 
effects must be to change the whole face of the ind atria count 
in order to recd it afield for the produce of crud material 
subservient to the manufactures of Great Britain" 

Not only cotton and gllke industries but ore cl ing, iron and 
steel, paper, ship-building, etc., gradually perished with thalf 
indigenous knowhow, and India was ten4formed into what 

Montgomery Martin called "the agricultural farm of England." 

'he Revolt4 at th Pent a Artisan 
The peasants dispossess.rd of their traditional occupancy 

rights and artisans plundered by the colonial masters and then 
robbed of their livelihood b the invasion of g±tis.h factory made 
goods, to in tumorous revolts against the ful¢ that am4gt 
strangled then. he ntb-colonial struggle in #note is almost as 
old as colon/at rule le/ During the first hundred and more 
ye8rs of colonial rule, the adivsis, other poor and landless 
po8at.and former anti s, who hd swelled th ranks of poor 
and landless peasants, were in the forefront of the innumerable 
struggles agginst the alien rule, At that stage th pants were 
the main victims of .vage exploitation and oppress\or by the 
unholy trinity-th colonialists, the native landlords and 
etchant#- cur-usurers, products and props of the colonial 
regime." Of all contradictions of the Indian society at the tine, 
the contradiction botweon these fores was th moat bitter, The 
peasants and artisans driven to desperation often rose arms in 
had against the colonial rulers and their native agents, Amon.g 

the great peasant and divasi revolts which aimed at overthrowing 
colonial rule were the revolt of the 'sanyasins' and fakirs"" (the 
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flt wide i ad pt revolt British rule whie, 
beginning i 1763 wt though diff t pha until it ws 
finally supped in 1800), the r@volt of the hillmen and. peasant 
of Birbhun, Bis.hmupur nd contiguous rod in 1799.81, the 
Chur rebellions of 1769.70 end 1798.9 (which untended fromn 
4Midnapur to Bank.us, Manbhun and 0ntiguo 
and which broke out fromn tin to tire in wide st$ including 
Chota Nagpur and We tern Bengal tho gbout th early half of 

the t9th century), the insurrection of th palk le Qi 
(1817-8) the Wah bi revolts in certain pert ot India including 
some ditrits of Bengel in 1831 and 1838-47 (which wwed th 
Muslim religious banner but which wre ontilly trug. of 
the poor and landless pant sgalint th lie tul, landlords 
and moneylenders), the revolt of th Kol of Chots lag 
(1831.2), the teltat of th Bhils in Khades.h ad 
neighbouring roe (1818-31), the r@volte of the Koll whioh 
broke out in Gujarat and sarel district of Maharashtra btwon 
1824 and 1848, the long and harassing hill warts" waged by 
the Khel (1829.33), the Santat rebellion of 156. under the 
leadership of legendary Sidhu and Kanu (which sprad over half 
of Bh.galpur, th« greater part of the old Birbhum district which 
included the Santai fatgans, and neighbouring areas, the 
Gudone Ramps risings in Andhrs (which began in 1839), t 
uprising of the divas, organized and led by Vasudeo Balvant 
Phdke in a large area in Maharashtra the Moplah (or Mappile) 
revolts in Malabar in 1834.1$96 (which, though revolts of the 
oppressed pedants against oppressive landlords and tho raj 
cqulreds Muslim religious tinge) &d the Munda tribal revolt 
under Bir in Rachi in Chot8 Nagpur in the 1890% Th 
peasant and artisans rose in th d innumerable othat 
struggled In most ¢des their concious grmn was to nd British 
rule td th« 0ppr guion of the t%j henchmen in the regions 
whore they dwelt, But there wore led4rs 0g thorn like 
Phedke and Alluni Si Rare Raju (the leader of the Gudem- Rampa 
rebellion of 1922.4) who dreamt of liberating the whole of 
India.+M The militant peasants showed enpry be very and 
courage and preferred d4th to surrender before mmuch superior, 
armed and orgizd forces of their enemy, f6. struggle. 
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we mostly ottered the heroic elf.senifies oft pant 
end srtiers could not veil them before militarily overwhelming 
fortes, equipped with flee-rmns, of which they had none or few. 
Only th revolt of 1967.8, th First War of lndi Independenbe 
which the British dubbed the Sepoy Mutiny, was much more 
wide4pod, and th revolt of the ndin 0ldits (peasants in 
l itary uniforms)ind massed of peasants in wide rs proved 

threat to British rul. Some aggrieved princes d feudas 
joined the rebels but, as Peival Spear wrhts, the princes in 
general tood fi rm. to be described by a grateful Canning as 
beal waters in e atom, and. sd id the bulk of th land­ 
holders« fat lack of organization nd unified leadership th6 
Fleet Wat of t«dependence was drowned in blood, During the 
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries th pedants carried on their 
struggles gainst colonial rule almost single- handed. Only in 
sore struggles alliance wes forged with dispossessed, rell 
princes or landlords, found whom the peasants allied. Th 
f@volts of the poligr in sore districts of present T%mil Nau 
and Andhra Pradesh in the orly mint@0th 0entury wet'e of 
this type 

lt wAs only fan about the turn of th twentieth century thaf 
tho urban potty bourgeoisie and, stiff Jeter, the factory workers 
entered the arena of political struggle. Patriotic young men 
belonging to the petty bourgeois radical intelligentsia started 
joining the anti-imperialist struggle towards th end of the 
nineteenth century, Their struggle first assumed the form of 
terrorist atiors. Marash tea was 0% 0f th aa1lest co0tr of 
their activities The British plan to cut Bengal into two pieces 
and emasculate the Bngli nation provood rosieta00 
evolutionary, secret organizations of youths sprang up in 
Bengal, which aimed at achieving full freedom for India 
Gredually, they spread to the Punjab, Urtar Pradesh and other 
provinces 

In the beginning their ides and organizations in Bengal bore 
strong influence of the Hindu religion, Mostly Hindus, the 
youths drew their inspiration from Bnkimn Chandra Chatterjee 
4Via'and and frown the fredo struggles of the lrish d 
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of the Italians in th nirot@nth century. y indulged in 

terrorist action to conbat state terrorism and fervently believed 
that such actions would rue th p60pl. A Gpal Hldt 
writes "Mew of thmn thee [terroristic action4] 
tnpry and unwlcoa diet of dfoe and count+attack. 
Aloo.st el to.k ti th6 4 608$¥ t6p% in the pr00..$ 0f 
revolution, in th prep.tin for guerilla campaigns, defection 
of lndian foroe, and finally, for armed insurrection on wide 
national cal6 The heroism, self-sacrifice nd love for th 
country of many of tho youths on hardly be $urp.4 d. Te 
quote G0pl 4elder gin, 7% pt olrts [rather son of 
the best«lornts] of the country subscribed to thi 0ours for 
thint long yang Ir 9e my recall what Gopin.ath $ah, 
facing certain doth, aid at the ourt which was trying him ; 
My very drop of my blood sow the sod of fredo in 

every home of lndig 

The chief weakness of the national revolutionaries lay in the 
fat that, xcept th Ghdr revolutionaries in the Punjab, they 
wore abionatad from the peasantry and workers- the basic fas8 

The working class joined the politicsl struggle even later­ 
after World War I, Ealiet, in 1903, Bombay had witnessed 
perhaps the first great ptitical action of workers in the sub­ 
continent. At the end of June and in th month f July, when 
the trial of 8el Gangadhr Tilk was held, thousands of workers 
downed tools, Joined other sections of the people and clashed 
frequently with the police. On 23 July. the day after TAsk had 
been sentenced to six years' imprisonment, ors hun ired thousand 
workers went ons political strike, which continued til l 28 July 
0n 24 July the mass fought stroot battles with troops camta­ 
ded by British offi cers in diff erent parts of Bombay and many 
became mart Thi4 great political action of the lndian working 
class was hailed by Lnin. 

Till the end of World War l working class organizations were 
6rely few, lf was after th wt that workers dike b0a0 
frequent and working class organizations grew quickly. On 
behalf of a communist party that wad formed in exile, man/fat0$ 
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were issued in 1921 and 1822, raisir.g the demand for full 
independence fer lrdi, f Workers nd Pests Purtle 
that were set up in 192%8d after raised the demand far ind¢ 
pdonce in successive annul Congress sessions in 9268,1927 
and 1928 In 1928 th working class was In the van of the 
national struggle far emancipation. In February, to the dislike 
of the top Congree leaders, it wet on political strikes and 
staged demonstrations to mark their protest geingt the arrival 
f the Simon Commission, Toward4 the ond of December, about 
ift thousand workers headed by Communist leaders occupied 
th panded of th Co gr session then being held in Calcutta 
hold a meting. passed a resolution demanding complete fr6dot 
for India and raised the slogan for an 'independent Socialist 
Republic of t4di .Mg this time th working less had 0ore 
to play a significant role in the politics of the sub-continent. 

In India, the national bourgeoisie seers to have played no 
independent role as it did in Chin at one time. In China 
sun Yet-sen, it political representative, led armed revolutionary 
truggles against feudalism and imperialism, but there was no 
Sun Yet.sen in India. lt 4ems that the national bourgeal4le hero 
supported at times the national revolutionaries ard the genuine 
left wing within th8 Congress which believed in complete 
independence and in the armed overthrow of inper ia list rule 
At other times lt seemns to have lent its support to the top leader 
ship of th Congress. On account of economic flabbiness, its politics 
were marked by vacil lations and contradictions, 

It was the peasants, the works and the urban petty bourgeois 
who constituted the main force that was in fundamental confl ict 
with the raj as well as with the big landlords, maha/ans end th% 
big bourgeois who wets the intermediaries of British capital. 
it is they who sought genuine independence, which fans 
severance of all ties with imperialism, and their struggles formed 
ceaseless streams of anti+colonial sad anti-feudal struggle 
which grew in vastness after Wold Wer , But the streams 
mostly remained seprte gnd could hardly merge in e broad 
national liberation struggle, What wad tragic was tho fat that 
«the working class was theoretically and organizationally weak 
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and failed to stablish is political hag0on¥ over all other ti­ 
imperialist classes and to lad therm in a struggle for tho 
oranoipa ion of the nations of the Indian sub-continent. 
Numerous struggles of th workers, pd4gntnd the urban petty 
bourgeoisie broke out in the yang immediately after Wold War 
as well as in the late twenties and the ely thirties Th% tide 
became vaster in the pot.Second World War years, but in the 
absence of s revolutionary leadership to led and integrate 
all the sectional struggles into vast fore capable of over­ 
throwing imperialist rule and its domegti props, they were all 
put down by the ta] assisted by its native allies, 

The Pops ol Colonlt Rufe 

Th¢ other forces in Indian society during the colonial rule 
0onprised, we harvo sad, princes and big landlords, the 
0omprtdors of British capital and the upper stratum of­ 
professional classos and high government officials, fan of 
whom had landlord class origin. With the advent of British 
rule, a new clads of feudal landlords mostly supplanted the old 
feudal landlords in region like Bengal where the Permanent 
Settlement was introduced. ln the riytwal ad mahalw 
rt004ch% of landlords no who ploited the ctual 
cultivators by squzing out of them the maximum feudal rent 
and by practising ry, The big landlords and big maha/ans 
like the princes, who were puppet. ontrolled by the imperial 
power, wre deeply interested in the preservation of colonial 
cul and rod a it pop 

Th old class of India merchants was almost liquidated and 
a new clas of bomprsdotg erg«4 Th6 served as agents 
of foreign apit( ; thy prouted goads from the hinterland fo 
the foreign merchant firm t export nd sold on the domestic 
mnarot goods imported by the latter, When tho brokers and 
bl of European fiend, big mahaja and those who, while 
serving as brokers to British fir s, like tho Birlas, Bangurs, 
ukerchcde and so on, thrived mainly s gamblers and 
peculators on the different commodities and share markets 
irvested in industry, their go(tpradorlal old, contrary to what 
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my people assert, did not come to sn sne rhir interests 
coalesced with those of imperialist c#pita end they helped jg 

economic as well as political penetration into the tub-continent. 
Whatever contradictions existed between foreign capital and Indian 
big capit] were over the respective ghares of the spoils ; it ws 
their collusion to flee the people that was primary, the 
contradiction that existed could generally be resolved within the 
system itself end was secondary, 

This was not true of all Indian capital, There was real 
antagonism between the imperialist bourgeoisie end the Indian 
smell end middle bourgeois.M 

Besides, uppr class intellectuals ilks big lawyers, doctors 
nd high government officials formed e privileged stratum 
As Lord Macaulay had expected, they fulfilled the role of 
intellectual intermediaries between the alien rulers end th 
people. Interestingly, Dadsbhai Naoroji, thrice president of the 
Indian National Congress, approvingly quoted Sir Bartle Free, 
who had said; 

And now, wherever l go, 4 find the best exponents of the 
policy of the English Government, and the most able co-ad[uton 
le adjusting that policy to the peculiarities of the natives of 
India, among the tanks of the @ducted native," 

Nacroji himself observed; •. thy [the dusted classes in 
[ndi] are the powerful chain by which lndi is becoming more 
and more finly linked with Brit + gthe 6ducted el 
Naroji had certainly in mind their upper stratum which mostly 
provided the leadership of the political organizations of to 
landlords and the big bourgeoisie 

The 0ppr middle class intellectuals, 9. g. Miers nightly 
observes, constituted the indigenous socio] buttress far British 
rule in [ndis, a prop that had emerged from th application of 
the social nd educational policies of men like Charles Ge8nt, 
Macaulay and Sir Charles Wood" 

The fate of these classes or strata was intimately bound up 
with the fate of the colonist regime. Naturally , colonial rule was 
to them « divine dispensation. Dadabhai Naorojl represented 



th.n when ha wrot 
l belive that the result of th British rule can b blessing 

to India ands glory to England-a to@ult worthy of th for@not 
and most humane nation on the fat f the ea, 

Presiding over the Calcutta rsion of the Congres in 1903, 
Naoroji said thgt th moment a people care under the British 
flag they are fee' end British 'fellow citire We India 
have been free British citizens as our birth-right, if porn and 
living in Englar fro the fi rst moment we cam under th 
British flag. 

Gopl Krisha Gokhale, another Congress ta/wrt whorn 
Gandhi acknowledged es his grt, shared Noroji's virw. To 
quote H. N. Brailsford, 

Gokhole and his goration 0eeptad the British 0out 
es an unalterable ft decreed, as t have heed him sy with 
melancholy smile, by the mysterious providence of God', Ml 
utmost ambition was at 04 ditant dry to 4hi@v. 0olon.la 
self-governmem,"M 

Surerdre math 8An le, 8oth stalwart. cherished the 
ideal to "wk with grwarvring loyalty to the British one. 
tio for the object was not the up6session of British ru 
in India, but the broadening of its basis, the liberalising of 
its spirit, the enabling of its character and placing it on the 
unchangeable foundation of a nation's affection 

Gandhi, who ls said to have led lndis to freedom, declared, 
while in South Africa, that "Providence has put the English 
nd the India together, and h placed in th hand of th 
former the destinies of the latter"; tht Th% who have 
faith in God recognize that th% rlti h do not rul over India 
without tis will; that the Indians "are proud to be under 
the British Crown"; that "the sterling loyalty of the people 
at large saved lndis for tho Eenpir" from 'the wit rained«d" 
who took part in the Grat evalt of 1857.8; that "we 
stand to lose by ending British rule," and o on, He de 
cribed Queen Victoria's proclamation ot November 188 s the 
Indian people's "charter of liberty," the Magna Chrta of the 
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British Indians" and spoke proudly of the great services fndi 
has always rendered to the Mother Country ever inc Pp0vi. 
de brought loyal Hind under the flag of Britannia",a 

Proposing a tost to the British Empire in April 1915, after 
his return from South Arica, Gandhi said at Medrs ; 

discovered that the getlgh Empire had certain let% 
with which t have fallen in love.and one of these ideals is 
that every subject ot the British Empire has the frost 
possible for energies and efforts [ sic ]_"a4 

n October 1917, the a- India deputation, which included 
Gandhi, Motile Nehru, 8. G. iMak, M. A. Jinnah and Sir Te4 
Bahdut Sapru, waited on E, Mot6gu, Secretary of state, end 
Lord Chelmsford, the Viceroy. The Congress-Lege joint 
ddres, which was presented to them, acknowledged the 
great and good work that Gt grit.in ha aconplished in 
India" and stated ; 

ht wes great truth which Lord ipon of blessed memory 
felicitously uttered when he described educated Indians as the 
children of British ale. ~.The lndi National Congress, which 
4 renowned Indian statesman deer/bed the greatest trlurnph 
f Brite lain/on nd a crown ot glory to the great 
Briti sh nation is the highest expression of this sacred ntionat 
tgpiration, ad th ilel of th Congress is also the ll of 
the most important organization of indien Muslmens the A 
dis Moslem League 

Though Gandhi became critical of the raj at times for rtons 
which will be disc used later, he retained his deep faith in 
Britain's civilizing mission til l th nd. At his meting with 
the European Association t the Grand Motel in Calcutta in 
July 1826, he declared 

am dying to cooperate~.Th de.tile f England n 
/ned hews badn throw together and have been thrown together 
for#good purpose, namely, tho service of hunan/ty'Ad 

Pit Motile] Nehru, whose father, a kotwt of Delhi, had 
fled with his family during the Greet f@volt of 1857.8,#' was 
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grateful for the benefits conferred by Beish rule on India 
He organized th delegates from his province to th Congress 
s6ion in Calcutta in 1906 in order to oppose the solution 
in fevout of self-government, which to him meant nothing 
le ridiculous than giving s formal notice to the getish 

Government to quit and hand over the reins of government 
to the oily Babus [of Bengal ss As president of th United 
Provinces Provincial Conference in March 1907, he said that 
ndias gains would haw ben grester if John Bull had been 
sufficiently roused. For, it was his firm belief that John Bull 
re.an8 w.lit ls not in his nature to men pt 1 
0pposed boycott of British goods and, deprecating nonti­ 
tutione] methods, declared that "the reform we wlh to bring 
bout mutt com through th ediuen of constituted 
authority4¢ e. as gifts from the raj. To him, the Indian 
Civi l Service, "the tteel frame" of British administration in 
ndla, we "the greatest of the services in the world which 
has produded sore of the most distinguished builders of 
th British Emplee"4 ad, at fi rst, he wanted hl« son to join 
it. Unlike Subhas Chandra Bos, the younger Nehru, during 
hl sty t Cbridge, id not then view with ny strong 
disfavour the id« of joining the LC S. nd thus becoming 
a cog in the British Government's administrative machine in 
lndli A loyal subject, Motil mourned the death of 
King Edward Vt and celebrated the coronation of Gorge v.4 
He attended th Emptor's Delhi durba in December 191f, 
with sword end everything complete" bought for him by his 
ton in London,44 in August 1917, he "called on the British 
public, thole tribunal appointed by Pow/deuce," te rd'it 
between the Indian popl gn4 th bureaucracy,"# 

t is worth noting that those Congress leader always di 
tinguished between the British ruling class and the bureaucracy 
governing lndis on its bohaff, Their loyalty to and edeiration 
for the rulers in England, the fount of all power, were exuberant 
ft is the local gents, not their masters, whom they blened 
for whatever grievances they had against the gn-British rule 
in India' 
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We have already noted that while at Cambridge the 

younger Nehru wes not averse to serving "s a cog in the 
British Government's administrative machine in India" et 
1912" writes • Gopal, "after listening to Fenner Brockway 
urging that tndia should move on to independence Jawahalal 
criticized the speaker privately for his extremist #pooch," 

Valtabhbhai Petel, too, "believed that India's association with 
8ltain was the outcome of divine dispensation.Whatever little 
he had read til then, especially in English, had deepened his 
conviction that the British were indeed th chosen children of 
God.4 

Those ideologues of the domestic allies ot the ta) 4med to 
welcome the burden of slavery that crushed the basic masses. 
And their aim was to replace guadually the white bua004a0¥ 
by a brown one under the umbrella of imporia Britain. And they 
hopefully believed that their self-rule or swaraj would be attained 
through the good wift of the British rulers 

G. D. Birla, an outstanding loader of the Indian big bour­ 
goisie and on of the closest associates of Gandhi, wrote ; 

+ there was no doubt that wet sine Macaulay's day the 
declared policy of the British Pal lant ad the accepted national 
ptog amnre of the British people as a whole-who, as Lord ±Halifax 
once said, can telly conceive of no other+was that Indians 
should progressively learn to govern themselves and do so a. 

soon as they could." 
To throw a romantic veil over their actual tole in the colony 

it has ben the imperi list theme tht the imperialists had« "white 
man's burden" to civilize the natives, that they had bought light 
into the midst of darkness, that they had rescued the people of 
the colony from the stagnant backwardness in which they had 
been wallowing. It claimed that as a pro0ggive, regeneratirtg 
force one of its missions was to teach the natives the art of good 
govan nnt and to retire from the colony as $0 as that no.bl 
task was done. As Harry Mg4off writes, this was the dominant 
imperialist theme" of the late 19th and the early 2Oth century," 
ht was this imperialist propaganda that shaped th mind and out­ 
look and policies of the classes that were the beneficiaries of the 
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British rule in lndieds wells tho of their political rpres6r 
tative. Fron Ddabhl Nero)le, pore ha.h Me.ht, 
Surondrs Nath 8nrj.s, okhals and Jamsetji Tete 
Gandhis. Motilels, Patel, rads, Dorabiee Tates end Bids 
ell imbibed this imprilist torching well and wre irbud with 

doe faith in stain'+ mwnl" etimy' to cit the tire 
and teach them the rt of Governtnnt. Th @i n@nt en (and 
women) hv been acclaimed as great nationalists end patriots. 
Thai patriotism sons to he been of special hue ; their 
was whart rnry be celled loyal patriotismn"a combination of 
solicitude for the interests of the classes thy represented gnd 

loyalty ta the British connection, 

Socially nd economically, the Indian big bourgeosle, big 
landlords and princes, and elite intellectuals feintslned loss 
relation pit minor oot«dictions, their cast intones 

converged, in Westen Europe, the bourgeoisie led democratic 
revolutions, overthrew feudalism nd established bourgeois 
nation states, Hee, on th contrary, the ppr stratum of th 
bourgeoisie hes been reactionary from its very birth, it hes ot 
only served imperialist capital as its intermediary but has relied 
on princes and big landlords for setting up its industries. Much 
of th capital for th Tart lron and Ste Company, th hydro. 
electric projects of the etas ft8 Chemicals, etc., care freon 
the prince. Gwalior, Brod, et, Gwlio and other princes 
subscribed cpitel for and sited in other wry the Bl% 
enterprises like Gwalior Ron. lnatancos can be multiplied 
A% $ Herl id, among the largest long-term investor 
were the princely stated and rich z4minders. he Indian big 
bourgeoisie lt%elf ws involved in feudal landownership and 
traction of rent Many of the big bourgeois, including 

Jamsotji Tata, G. D. Birts, the Bangurs and Goonkas. have been 
big landlords, 0wnts of sets.iv rial states and usurers. ft 
was not surprising that the interests of these classes and strata 
demanded tat thy should oppose the anti·colonial struggo 
which sought to overthrow irperleis and vet l l li kes 
with it. 

It is worth remembering what Mao Tatung said; 
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.the wost.en bourgeoisie roted we categories of 
in the East, a small minority, the flunkeys of imperialism, and 

jowity which is 0pp0.$d t imperialism and consist ft 
working las, th peasantry, th urbe petty bourgeoisie, th 
national burg«do.l ie and the intellectual coring from th 

' ho in th majority group are all gravedigger of 
imperialism.,," 

India's anti-imperialist struggle ls inextricably linked with th 
anti.feudal struggle. p6 national libation struggle of the Indian 
people must be directed against imperials as well against th 
domestic feudal and comprsdor elements. Like every other nation­ 
al struggle, it is essentially a class struggle against the foreign 
imperialist bourgeoisie, the native comprador big burge isis and 
th feudal lead. As it is the pedantry that can be the fain 
force of the revolution, its twin target must be imperialism and 
feudalism ao its inediate objectives nation] f don and 

The Birth of the Congress 
lt was to frustrate and for tall such ni-imperialist, a.0­ 

feudal natieef liberation struggles that th organization and 
th lndien National Congress was founded in 1886. tt is int 

testing that, speaking at the meeting of the Federal Structure 
Committee of the second Round Tl6 Conference on 16 
September 1931, Gandhi aid that it wes "a matter of the qretest 
pleasure to me to state that it [the Congress] was fit conceived 
in n English brain; All petarvlu Hurme we know as th 
father of th Congress", And, later, in tho lotter to Sir Stafford 
Cripps, dated 13 Jun8 1946, Gandhi described the Congrs and 
the Muslim League as "both your creations ironically, th 
lndlsns who collaborated with high Bellah offiel to st up th 
Congress, re upp0sd to hare iugureted Indian national'ls, 
and th Congress, which Aurobindo Ghosh in his revolutionary 
drys described es unational Cong.e",l rpre ht i 
history as having initiated and carried forward the nationalist 

ovoromt in Indl 

A. 0. Hume, who retired in 1882 as so0r@try of a department 



ofthe Government of tndi after thirty-thr yen of coven 
orvit undertook to sat up the Congrtss It is Vier0y, • 
bufferln whe advled him not ti confine the $ope of the ll­ 
India meeting in December 1885, which Hums had proposed 
to the discussion of only oil questions but to «nlarg 
is scope to include political questions. Hume also paid a 
visit to England and was suitably advised by Lord Dalhousie, 
Lord ipon and other mint Britisher Armed with their 
advice, lure proceeded to found the Congress with the help of 
loading Indian politicians all loyalists in order to combat the 
rising forces of popular unrest and anti-British feeling. 

ln a nomorandum which Sir Willem Wedderburn, Hume's 
biographer, who, after retiring from the Indian Civil Service in 
1887, presided over the annul Cngret sessions in 1889 And 
1910, found among ure's papers, ume wrote that before h 
founded th8 Congress, he had ben persuaded by seven large 
volumed containing a vat number of entries"oomrication. 
foe over thirty thousand dif ferent reporter"to believe that we 
wre in li nt danger of a terrible outbreak". He had bn 
fra id that men of the lowest cla res, "pervaded withe sense of 

""" " aw ·ta. or do on thing.+dthat orthog mt violoee". le hard 
feed thet a certain snall numb of the educated class.. 
would join the overont, au hr and there the lead, go 
the outbreak cohesion, and direct ltd4 national volt" 

Though the First Wat of Indian independence was crushed 
with ctretne savagery, post struggles were breaking out in 
different plas in thsbxti and @ventis of the last century 
we haw already referred to th Whabl revolts, Rampa and 
Mopish uprising in And.hes and Melber. In Gudem.amp, th 
agency are of the district of Visak hapatnam and God van in 

Andhra, there wad t widespread rebellion in 1879.80. Th 
rebellion of the doval of this rgion spilled over into neigh­ 
boring tracts end an t% of over 00 gqure miles is 
estimated to hv bee in rvolt. The guerrilla wt which 
started in Mrch 1879 continued til l November 1880. The whole 
of the fAnpe region and areas adjacent to it were in the hands 
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of the rebels by the riddle 6f 1879 Several districts of Bengal 
wore shaken i 1859.1 by the Indigo revolt in which million 
of peasants took pant, It led Viceroy Canning to observe! fer 
abouta week it caused n more anxiety than I have had since th 

days of Delhi n the early seventies th0r was p6$ant 
struggle against feudal oppression in two North Bengal districts 

Paba And Bogut. [n 187 there was a violent uphe.val among 
pests in son districts of Maharashtra, which was directed 
against unscrupulous Mrwari immigrant usurers, After omet­ 
bck in 1876, the struggle revived in 1878-9. It was about this 
time in 19g that Phadk led an unsuccessful guerrilla struggle. 
Earlier, in 1867, inspired by the Groat Revolt in the north, the 
8heels, a tribal people, toss arms in hard in kKhsndesh and neigh. 
bouring ares to drive out the British. le the .Punjab, the 
Nardhais, a Sikh sect, led a revolt in the early seventies 

le North-East India the tribal people were on ths war-path, 
The Jaintias took up arms to drive out the British from the Jaintia 
Hills (now a part of the state of Meghalerye) and carried on a 
guerrilla war from 1862 16 1864. Th Nagas Gros and Mizros 
also put p am0d resistano gainst th« British, in Nowgong 
Kamtup and Oarrang in Assam, there were manifestations of 
widespread discontent. Discontent was also rife smog th 
tribals in Keonjhar in Orissa and in sore parts of Central ladi 
(now Madhya Pradesh). 

Observing the situation in lndis from a distance, Kar! Man¥ 
wrote to N. F. Danielson an 19 February 1881 ; 

what they [th British] take from them [the Indians] 
without any equivalent and quite apart from what they pp0 

priate to themselves annually within India,-speaking only of 
the value of th commodities the Indians have gratuitously and 
annually to $an oat to england[t8routs to more thn th. 
total um of income ot th 60 m#lions of agricultural and indo­ 
triad labourers of Andie t Thi¢ is bleeding process with a 
vegan6ef Th famine yeti are pr6sing ch other and in 
dis.long ti mow not yet suspected in Europe] The ls an 
actual conspiraoy going on wherein Hindus ad Mus ulnar0s 
co-operate; the British Government is wens that meting is 
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brewing' 

There was no conspiracy in the literal sens; the struggles 
wore not o-ordinated. But the fact is, in the years preceding 
the formation of the Congress, th fire of discontent against 

the colonial steta and its protegesthe British plan ten and native 
landlords and usurers smouldered throughout India and it blared 
up in th fore of armed struggle or violent resistance in sor 
fegions of the sub-continort. Th¢ British x-civilian was 

sue that 

A safety valve for the escape of great and growing forces, 
generated by our own action, was urgently n.odd and me nor 
efficacious safety-vavs than our Congress movement could 
possibly be devise6 

Hurne, who was general secretary of the Congress for the 
feet twenty-woyears, did notkeep is object scot frmn th% 

mombens of the Indian elite with whose upport he sought to 
execute his plan. As h pt it, 006 of th thet "fundantel 
objots" of the Congress was "th consolidation of the Union 
between England and indis" He said 

o you not realize that by getting hold of the great lower 
middle classes boors the development of the feckless dona­ 
9ogies, to which the 0t quarter ofa century fut otherwise 
give birth, And c#fully inoculating them with a mild end hrs­ 
let form of the politic fever, we are adopting the only procau 
tionary method against the otherwise inevitable ravages of% 
violent and epidemic burst of the disornde 2«# 

na "Private and Confideni f" letter to "very Member of 
of th Congress Party" dated 15 February 1892 Hume wrote 

You do not specially the rich and wall-to-do, realize that 
the existing system of adeinitration is oot only ilf.adapted to 
the wants of the country, is not only pauperizing the people.., 
but is inevitably preparing the way for one of the most terrible 
cataclysms [n th history of the world....Do not fancy that 
th Government wilt be able to protect you or itself, No earth/ 
power can st0n an unvoal agrarian rising in country Like 

this." 
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So it was the aim of the Congress to thwart by ell mean 
den0oratic ti+ipria i t revolution that would«weep aw 
both the raj and its domestic props. And, as we shall $e, 

th Congress never swerved from the course that its founders had 
chalk ed out 

Iha Two Domains of Politics 

The historians of the 'subaltern school' tightly hold that in 
boloniel /ndis there were two domains of polities the doensin of 
eli te politics and the domain of the politics of the p40pl6. To 
quote Rana jit Guha, "..parallel to th domain of elite politics 
there existed throughout the colonial period another domain of 
lndis politics in which the principal actors were not the domni 
nat groups of the indigenous society or the colonial authorities 
but the subaltern classes and groups constituting the mags of the 
labouring population and the intermediate strata in town and 
Country-that is, the people. This was an 40000m0lg domain, 
for it neither originated from elite politics nor did it existence 
depend on the latte"it gut they assumer in their various 
writing4, many of which shed valuable light on hitherto unknown 
aspects of Indian history, that the objective of elite politics was 
the attainment of Indian independence 

This sump/on, which is hold almost as an i0ma ti truth, 
appears to bo a concession to elitist historiography, t is our 
contention thgt the two domains, d0spite occasional overlaps, 
were not only separate but had conflicting aims Unlike the 
politics of the people, elite politics the politics of th big bour 
gooisio and the big landlords never sought freedom outside the 

g orbit of imperialism. What the elite leadership aspired to was 
self-government within the frsowork of imperialist rule4 jg is 

true that there was a great del of overlap" b&tween the two 
domains, bgt this overlap arose not bods the pore sanded 
elements among the indigenous elite" initiated struggles "which 
had more or less clearly defined anti-imperialist objectives"but 
bcaus their deceptive ant-imperialist stance Ge6led in it 
purpose. As the working class ws politically immature, the 
people felled to see through the nti-imperialist and socialist 
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rhetoric or the highly thiol and religious v@rbig, Cafud 
by concerted elite propaganda, thy formed their own ire of 
the elite bads, which wot .d different from the real of 
the letter as the day is from the night. Speaking of the imago 
of Gandhi, conceived by the people of the district of Gorskhpur, 
Shahid Ain $y· Tu$% 'jaikt of adoration and adulation 
[of the mahatma] had become the rallying cry for direct action. 
while such action sought te Justify itself by refer ta th. 
Mahatma, the Gandhi of its rustic protagonist was not es h 
really was, buta they had thought hi up."M 

lo fact the main object of the elite leadership was to deflect 
mass struggle fon their at-rperis/it objective it is not tr 
that they even tried to integrate at certain tires th two donairs 
of politic On the contrary, it was their deliberate strategy ti 
keep the fas8 r010da8 ht46 p0.i.bl fr0rt th¢ 6pher of 

active polities and to ct thr t best in passive or harrnlo 
roles when occasions demanded. Th prop were ask.d to ply 
the charkhs, observe hartel, fast and prey, boycott foreign cloth, 
manufactures/t fora few months and cast votes in elections in 
fvour of even "lamp posts" which the leadership would erect. 
When the people overlooked or igored th limitations imposed 
on then and came forward to ply a more active, militant role4nd 
started endowing the movements with the character of a national 
liberation struggle, the movement wore abruptly suspended, and 
this sudden bottling up of geat struggles gave rise to confusion, 

moralization and mutual strife 

indeed, elite politicians cherished dee-tested hatred and 
hostility towards the domain of the politics of the people. 
orly as 1909 Gandhi, as he himself pointed out, wrote #ind 
Swanay (whore he formulated his views on the nodrn civiiati on 
and politics) in order to fight "the Indian school of violence, 
d its prototype in South Afries g raising the smoke-screen 
of non violence, which they ever practised 8opt tow.rd th 
British raj, Gandhi and his close associates tried to combat 
and suppress ell revolutionary struggles of the people. t is our 
contention that the movements s plnned by the elite leadership 
d the struggles of th people w not complementary, as it is 
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0fin 4pp080d, but wt opposed o ch other. The former were 
initiated primer'/y to forestall or divert the people's struggles and 
sometimes, at in 19.46 Ae 1947, the elite leadership open/y 
colluded with th nj to denigrate and suppress then. 

ht i true that the controlled, limited mass actions within th 
bounds of om-violence, seemingly ant.imperialist, that 
Gandhi started in 1919, 1920-21 and 1930-1, helped to spread 
ti-imperialist feelings among the people, They had, indeed, 
duel impact. ln order to win the masses ovor from the path of 
ant-imperialist struggle when such struggle had already bro.n 
out or wgs about to do so the Congress leedr were forced to 
0ploy om« anti-inporiel iet th@tori¢ and lunch on a. 
tiong, however restricted was their 0ope, These, no doubt, 
contributed to the roting of th O th other hand, 
they helped to confuse th people nd dissipate revolutionary 
situation and their abrupt withdrawsls would plunge the country 
into the gloom of frustration and fratricidal strife. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

THE INDIAN BOURGEOISIE 
AND IMPERIALISM 

Ally or Antagonist 

ls it correct to assert, as we have dons that the Indian big 
bourgeoisie, like the big landlords, was a prop of colonial rule 
he contrary view is held rather as an a/oh@tie truth. This 

question is of major importance, for it is closely related to th6 
questions about the class character of the Congress, the character 
of the movomots waged by its leadership and the nature of th 
state or states that emerged in the Indian sub+continent in 
August 1947. 

According to Rajani Palme Dutt, whose lnodl Today is 

regarded as a classic, the Indian bourgeoisie occasionally entered 
into compromise with British imperialism out of fear f th 
peoples revolutionary strvgght, but it was genuinely an ti­ 
imperialist and spearheaded the struggle for national emancipa­ 
tion He spoke of the dual character of the Indian bourgeoisie ; 
on the one hand, its contradiction with imperialism wa 

antagonistic; on the other, it had its contradiction with the p60pl6 
and was haunted by the spectre of social revolution. But he 
held that, with alt its proneness to compromise with imperialisn 
this cles "i in profound conffiet with the British bourgeoisie" 
and looks to the future of lndis as an independent nation, 

V,I, Pelow has argued that, during the inter-war years, an 
antagonistic relation developed between imperialist capital and 
lndin bi capital, which had previously served as th forrnr's 
copra.dor, as th sphere of commerce in which the Indian big 
bourgeoisie collaborated with the British capitalists gradually 
shrank and as it had to turn to larg-scale industry where only it 
could invest its capital. The world crisis of 1929.33, 0cording 
to him, brought to an end the phase of collaboration between 
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th two. and th 0roc of transformation of th comprar 
into the nation.el bourgeoisie was co0prd; and,a4 46t, 
antagonism berwon th grw, "Th6rfre", writes Pvlo, 
whes ii 1930.32 the mass of the ladisn people..began to 
fight, the bourgeoisie participated in it and headed the move­ 
mt" Ten, in post.Second World War as,+Th novitAb 
approaching economic catastrophe was indeed the principal 
objactive cause that irnpell«d the whole people of India, including 
the national bourgeoisie, to unite in a 0of.on delve struggle 
against the coleial dictatorship (Later, we shell have 
occasions to discus the nature of the big bourgeois participation 
in and leadership of the 1930-32struggles as well as the nature 
of the canton decisive struggle" led by the bourgeoisie 
"against the colonial dictatorship" in the years fer Wold 
War I!). 

Bipan Chandra has put forward his basic hypothesis" that 
the adian capitalist class had developed a long.term contradi­ 
tion with imperialism while retaining a relationship of shot-term 
dependence on it and accommodation with it. According to 
Chandra, this class including its ppor stratum ha over had, 
especially not after 1914, any organic link with British c#pita 
ad."did not become an ally of the British rule in india 
dsr% that this class has uCce4fully led nt!-lfnptilit 
truggio to wrest power by stags by adopting what he ingot 
lousy call PCP," (pr@rte compromiser- ·preruns) strategy 
nd set upan independent bourgeois state" 

'he ourgeol le Divided 

ft is our contention that the ndian capitalist ch comprised 
d comprise two sections; one that is big ls comprgdor d 
tlo other tht i all and medium is national {todays0rn« of 
th middle bourgeois also have be0ore oompradar); that Bipan 
Chadras "bsic hypothesis regard th 0ppr stratum of th. 
tndia capitalist cle is wholly incorrect for, since it origin, 
this section ha developed a long-term dpendenc on, nd coll ­ 
borated with, imporiali and thr hv it«d contradictions 
between thorn that can be lv4 within the mp&rial.gt sytar; 
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that organic inks wet formed between this section and British 
capital before and after 1914; and that this section was from its 
very birth n ally of British rule in India. 

We shall not peat hard the facts and arguments stated in 
he laden Big Bourgeoisie, We shall confine ourselves here 
merely to tf6ring to a few important points in supp&rt of our 
contentions, end then add some mnatoril to refute the thosis of 
the Russian writers developed after the mid-fifties that the India 
big bourgeoisies collusion or collaboration with imperialist 
capital yielded to antagonismn in the period between the inter-war 
yrs as wall as 8ipan Chandra's thesis that the Indian capitalist 
class including it upper stratum was not an ally of the Britsh 
rule in indi. 

There ls the uaal distinction between the comprador and the 
national bourgeois that the former serves foreign capital as its 
gent d helps it to penetrate into the country economiesly, 
while the la,tr so0ks independent development of the country$ 
e00none and of his own interests (though s0stirs dp00nt 
on imperialist capital for ma#et or capita good) and is, in the 
ultimate analysis, antagonistic to imperialist capital, Besides, 
thrs are other important differences be two the two in hndid 
They are poles #pant in respect of their social origins, their ways 
of primary accumulation o capital and their knowledge of 
production processes or total lack of it, Te Indian compradons 
sonatinas b9longed to an old busins house with network 
of branches, which carried on sharsf/ business (indigenous 
banking) and combined with it trading activities. As shrotig 
they"served as intermediaries for the joint stock banks8ert up 
by the British and helped in the conduct of government finance 
in far-flung areas; a traders thy rved British merchant fir 
by procuring for them goods like 0plum, cotton and Jute from 
the hinterland and by selling imports from Britain on the domed 
ti¢ market. The Singhanis, Llbhals and Srabhe is belong to 
this cat@gr, her wre others who wore brokers, b/0.4 Of 

contractors to the raj whe supplied provisions to th British 
Indian army t home or abroad, Te founders of the ft house, 
the Wad ias, Lalji Naman]is. Thackerys, Khirj et, Morarjo, 
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Goka, Knori.s, Jetia, Jelans, Bajoriss and so on 8feed 
fortunes by serving the impri.lit bourgeoisie in such epcitie 
Thens was 00thr group who wet 8lo brokers of British fins 
but who made th.r pile milys gamblers or speculator. 

The Gazetteer ot Bombay City and eland spoke of a form of 
peculation "known .$.tt¢," which had«tis tad for more th.a 
ft years and is still feature of commercial life in the city. 
The business oongit in the making of contracts fr the sale or 

purcha oany cenodity or produce or mnanufa turd rich 
or stocks and«hares gta4pcifid rte dllvrabid at 8p0if id 
future tine, the sellr or buyet, at th 0 nary b, trusting 0 

his own calculation or or6cat pf the 4akt rat. 0in uch 
$pacified date. The transaction id rule not followed by th 
act. delivery of got..and th trans0ton dg6rt. int 
simple gambling on the differences in tat4s.." le Bombay, many 
Mwari, Gujarati, Hind, Parsi d Muslim bun« men ud to 
garble on the prices of opium, cotton, olled, whet, gold end 
silver, Government proni notes, hes of joint 
companies, etc." 

The future fr.kt in alum, pcle end, later, hesian and 
few jute rs star.d in Calcutta by Marwis, and lading 
Mrwari speculators pp$rd before the turn of th century. 
fhe stock market borne the second major spcultive market. 
Soaking of the Calcutt Stock Exchange P. Lovett sys: ..th 
boor years during 8d just after the [First World] War brought 
in 8 lg number of tht toerunit [Mrwst]..They hv 
undoubtedly entirely changed the atmosphere of the Sock 
Exchange ad in plac of genuine tock-broking business th 
hvs introduced a very strong rent of persons gambling. 
Mary of thee nrw ten.br rs sp0ult0r pure and 
impleo 

Th% Fist World War, like th $ond, olford magnificent 
opportunities forspultion. A Tim.bag$y, during the war, 
lewis were able to rep the @ward ofspcul0ion on All 

these teakts"in jut, jute manufactures, jute miff shares, 
imported cement end refined sugar, grain, otton nd specie. 
ht has been said that wth literally began to shows on 



32 Not# AND THE ) 1919.1947 

8arabazar (Marwari-dominated market in Calcutta) ·% he 
Bengal Chamber of Commerce, the stronghold of Betti4h exp.at­ 
riate capital, felt greatly concerned et the extensive gambling 
in wheat seeds, cotton and jute that was going a in Bara.a8f 
to the detriment of legitimate business.a Among the princes 
of gamblers or speculators wh afterwards became leading 
industrialists were the Bi les, Bangurs, Dalmias, Suro jmull 
Nagarmulls, Kesoram Poddars, Hukumchands and Chamariag « 

ht is the huge speculative profit that enabled Birds, Anndllel 
Poddar of Bombay, amnal t Bajaj, Sur jmull iagrmuhi, Keso­ 
roe· Fodder and othrs to enter industry.s fee ucogfu 
industrialists of the fist wave', the immediate post-World Wet l 
rid", writes Tim.berg, "wre almost exclusively from firms 
prominent as speculators father than at bin to British fin, of 
fies with extensive upcountry nets of the traditional sot"« 

The founders of the Birle house, on of the two leading 
business houses of India today, had remarkable ski in gambling 
or speculation and made piles of money by means of it, Besides 
G. D, Birla's grandfather Sh@onarayan, his father Baldeodas and 
hi older brother Jugat Kie hors, "howed such maturity in specld­ 
tion that the Birle family care to be classed with the Charnrls", 
the leading speculators of Calcutt, The girls were such 
invtrete gambler that B. M. Bile, G. D, Biele's youngest 
brother, w.said to hve won one and half lakh of rupees 
through garbling on th evening of his own wedding reception. 
tulng the flegt Wgetd Wt,the girl% et% were estimated t 
have increased fourfold and thy became multi-rltionirs. 

Interestingly, in a letter to G. D. Birte, dated 16 December 
$930, Gandhi advised him nd his brothers to refrain from such 
gabling but added; "However de only whet is intelligently 
acceptable and within your powes it shows that even by 
the end of 1930, th% iel%, who wre then among th leading 
Indian business magnate. had not ceded gambling, which w. 
to thnn 4 valuable means ol @richrt 

So the di big bourgeoisie'g sources of primary accumul ­ 
tion t capital wrs their earning as brokers and balans, g 

hot, or gamblers end specultors. All of then were 



33 

gamblers and peculators but some wors primarily. Eminent 
gamblers and«peculators like the Petit, Birts and mgr were 
also brokers serving British patrons. G. 0. Bil , who contri­ 
butoed most to the building of the Bia orpins. had begun hl 
life as boket to British firms. ft wt English, who, 
Birla himself said, were his "patrons and client 

national bourgeois in [ndi, on the other hand, belonged 
to altogether differ.st class or trta of400ity. Thy wt 
neither brokers and bani to British firs nor shot# with$ 
wide rtwork of branches serving s intermediaries of British 
joint stock bank.s and merchants and managing government 
finance, nor gamblers gnd speculators. Some of them were 
ducat4d petty bourgeois elements-scientist, technicians, etc= 
and so were sk /led woken or 0tr#e.Second, the $our6 

of their initial capital was their own earnings or the earnings of 
their relatives and trtnds So, the beginning was always very 
modest. Thy always started with tall capital and, gradually , 
though had struggle, established themselves to $one at@t, 

The compradors, on the other hand,-g ta, Petit, Wedi, 
Motarjl Gculdas. Katurbhal Lalbhel, Blrla, Goenka or Dalmnia 
t up big units on the model of those operating in the metropolis 
or founded by expatriate capital here 

Third, the national bourgeois knew the techniques of 
production, they tot only had marry over the production 
proavers but often innovated product and machinery. On the 
other hand, not only was the comprador big bourgeoisie blissfut 
ignorant of the production techniques but it felt no interest in 
them. Their mills and factories were designed and erected with 
al machinery upplied by foreign companies and commissioned 
ad run by foreign engineers, technicians and managers. h.8 
bl were financial wizards but had neither any aptitude for 
innovation nor any int«st in th pr04et of pouti not 
were they distinguished for a bold rd adventurous spirit, AS 
Ania Kumar Bagehi observes, it is "management of finned 
adability to take advantage of opportunities for cornering the 
market in key Artie.las of trade and for earing peculgtiv 
profit that contribute to their business success 

3 
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Th national bourgeois who wore genuine 1t78pr@000$ wr 
those who founded Bengal Chemical qe pharmaceutical Worked, 
Alembic Chemicals, Bengal Immunity, Mohini Mohan Cotton 
Mills, Shi Annapurna Cottom i ls, Eagt lndi Pharmaceutical 
Works Calcutta Chemical Company, Calcutta Fan Works, 
Scientific and industrial Glass Co. Ltd., Krishna Sil icate and Glass 
Works hat Battery Manufacturing Company, Bengal Weter­ 
proof, Bharat Jute Mtg and India Machinery Company and many 
other etrprises of this kind in different parts of indis. Here w 
may mention a few facts to under!ins the basic differences 
between them and the comprador big bourgeois. 

Bengal Chemical and Pharmaceutical Works, the pioner 
chemical and pharmaceutical firm in the Indian subcontinent, 
was set up on a very modest scale in 1892 bP, C. Roy, an 
eminent soi@0tis, professor of Chemistry in th¢ LJnivarsity af 
Calcutta and true nationalist, The growth was slow butsteady. 
ht had its own research laboratory, developed many vital drug 
and produced them from basic stages without any foreign help 
and mainly with indigos fw materials. lt revived the 0sd 
also o sore potent indigenous drugs, lt had an nginning 
department to manufacture necessary machinery and equipment. 
lts policy was one of learning and innovating while doing lt 
founder wanted it to be institution where the genius of the 
young men of the country could find full play for creation and 
organirtio." ft objective was not merely to make profits but 
to harness science and technology for productive purposes and 
to attain self-reliance, 

Bengal Immunity was founded by eminent doctors who.t 
up a stall laboratory in a small roomn in 1919. Captain 
Narandranth Datt, who had worked as an ordinary labourer in 
fields and factories during his student days and joined the Indian 
Medical Service during World War I, took charge of the company 
in 1926 whon it faced an acute crisis. It st ups@rvoral factor 
ad big well-0quipped research laboratory Dispensing with 
imported intermediate goods, it produced fine chemicals froe 
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indigenous basic rw meter isl and manufactured machinery and 
000hp0nt. in its own work.hop. 

Calcutta Cher al had also an humble beginning in 1916, 
it three founder- lend Nath Sen, Birende Neth Meltre end 
hagendra Chandra Deeg uptar- wore distinguished students of 
ionce and teachers st the B.gal Engineering College, Shibpur 
Dasgupta took part in the Swdes.hl movement, Me was mt by 
the "Society for the Advancement of Scientific ad Industrial 
Education for ladias, Calcutta, fist to Jpn end then to th8 
U.S.A. for higher studies. He obtained B.Se. from Stenford 
tnivarsity and worked as a chemist in a large factory in th 
US.A. tot sore tire. On his return he became a prote or of 
Chmnistry at the Shibpur B. E. College, He was rested in 1914 
for trying to help the patriots of the Kornagatamnatg.a# 

est dis Pharmaceutleel Work was set up l 1936 with only 
five or six workers, Th founder of the company, Ashok Se, had 
been doing research in th Calcutt University Selene6 Colle 
before he joined Bengal lmmulty. Like him two other chemists le 
8«gal Immunity to set up East ldia harmast tidal . Hire Dutt 
Gupta, who soon Joird ft India and afterwards bar t 
managing director, had been member of the Juganter Party, 8 
potty bourgeois revolutiory 0rgniion which believed in th.d 
0mod &wer throw of three tej and was lrnprisoned in 1931, At th.d 
d of his four+year term of imprisonment, he w.a interned a.s 
deter until 193.8. A fellow-detenu for srvon wears had bon 
Jyotirmay Sengupta, who too Joined East India. Refusing to 
depend on foreign technology it hes built up it own rose.h 
laboratories quipped with modern scientific instruments. And 
not of the mo0ho.ical instruments usaf in its factories have 
been designed and manufactured by its ownengin@ring division.M 

Nani Gopal Sarkar, one of ihe two promoters of Scientific d 
tdusrit Gies Company, the first company sort up in lndi to 
manufacture scientific glass, leant the process of manufacturing 
industrial glass in this country, in Garmany and dif ferent othe 
places, Rane[it Roy, the other promoter, had obtained tripos in 
atual science from the Cambridge University. Among others 
who helped the en0prier was A0nu.ly. iwt, whorwa. en0w.9d 



with a s' ntifie t.let nd manufactured mnw complicated 
scientific equipments in his machin.shop in Calcutt 

The founder of Krishna Silicate and Glas Works Ltd., Bib huti 
Bhan Srkat, whe qult young was imnpr onod for political 
oasons in Burma from 1933 t0 1936. On his release ho hod 
brilliant a0admit 0arr and obtained his master's ego 
Applied Physide Help«d with a plot of land and small initial 
0pital by a sympathetic person, he set up« factory in 1943 with 
only twenty workers, The tom.ti¢ mnchln that wes installed 
at it Beruipur unit w imported fro the US.A. but sn lieu 
machine. wrs mftudie th company's ma chin-sh0.a 

Bengal Wtr proof Works was the first firm in India to manu­ 
fsture waterproof, it is stil l the loder in the field of rubber 
based waterproof and protective footwear. its founder, Surendr 
Mohan Basu, obtained scholarship and left for pan to learn 
dyeing and calico printing. from there he went to the U.S.4 
gradoted in Industrial Christry from the Stanford Uivrsity 
obtained hi AM. Sc. dgr from th Univity of Califoris nd 
worked for sore tire in the International Harvester Company. ln 
September 1914, n his rturn to lndl, he wt arrested ft hi 
contacts with the Ghad Pert, Again, after $or tire, he we 
roted under th Defend of India Act and intrned in Hairput 
in the[ .f , He had contact with Indian evolutionary 600le 
like Madame Carma. Sardar Ajit Singh and Dr. Shyamejl Krishna­ 
vars. Whits under internment in larirpur during World War I, 
he equipped«small laboratory and carried on t@search to nu­ 
feature waterproof clot and canvas through chemical proofing 
oles.d sometime after the end of the We, he set up in 1920 
with the help of his brothers Bengal Waterproof Work in th.elf 
rented house. 

Alembic Chemicals, fet sat up in Bombay in 1903 and re. 
tbfished in Baroda in 1907, which had also a modest begin­ 
ning. is today the largest indigenous pharmaceutical fi in India 
• D.Amin, one of the tro found.rs of Alnbit, wes a Potier 
not a bis, Hi son, amanbhi and Nanubtai Patel, educated 
respectively in Grmarry nd th U.$. 4at A4 LT8nd Cornell, 
take great pride in the fact that the Alembic complex wa 



developed with retie lly n foreign collaboration (by contrt 
with$oe of the newer ahnical/pharmaceutical houses $aha 
th Sarabhai firms, ale In erode2s [ 1986 Alm bl¢ 
Chemicals used foreign technology to manufacture or improve 
five products, but those account for a all pr0ant.g6 of th 
total value of production.a 

We shall not multiply such instances. We shall refer to 
goth&t class of genuine entrepreneurs. Acording to a report 
of survey undertaken by the Jadevpur University, Calcutt6, 
under the upice of the fegerye Bank of India, between July 
1960 and April 191, there were 1188 «all engineering units in 
centret Howrah; 797 of tern employed less than 10 person$ 
each ; 198, 0 t 19 persons; 163, 20 to 49 persons; 80, 50 to 
200 prone; and only 20, over 200 persons each. Moat of the 
owners are thenselves skilled mitries they often buy mnschines 
scrapped by the large tginering concerns in Calcutta at an 
almost nominal price (eg. Rs 600 for a machine worth s, 30,000 
s4tatd by on such happy buy} .d build them4w in 
their factories. Many of the flint gcgsoties of such m@chins 
are done way with [n the process of this re+making, and much 
of the accuracy also gos ut of them..t is also quite al for 
themn to manufacture some machines in toto, copying what they 
calf th mother' machine. leaving out again may of th 
accessories The Report stat.gs that the skilled mistriet, who 
promoted thee unit, "started independently, with their kil l as 
the only important set and sore ma.kraift arranger«nt for 
factory space ands sell old lethe, often reconditioned by 
ther»wolves...They use their eyes for mnotrs and fingers for intri­ 
Carte machines for testing accuracy and smoothness, and do things 
which our engineering investigators declared to be unusually 
good. This, of court6 ls not the case with the majority of 
workers any fore, but the percentage of skilled workers is still 
very high pt ray be noted that the overwhelming majority 
of these units ware sot up before 1947 the Report goes on to 
observe; Like their European counterparts in the eight@nth 
century, the pion@er industrialists [of Howrah] started entirely 
with th&lr own out¢s...The only diffrne with the English 
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pioneers lay in th really small amount which they could serape 
together to make a start, We care across many fires, or 
ow quite big, whets the only 6sour« with which they started 
their business was a lathe dis oarded by some big bun@rs firm 
Their capital, in a figurative sense, was their own skill and their 
0oanfidone in thorns4hos.Like th English pionort, most ot 
them achieved this expansion through modest living. ploughing 
back their profits, and making most of the limited res autoed 
which could thus be scraped together. 

Referring to the history of the form of ownership, the Report 
paints out that "there was an evolution almost following th 
line. of development in England, with lag of s century, frorn 
private proprietorship to partnership and then to private tirited 
company, But this is the point, we noted, where their history 
appears to have stopped @omrwhat abrupt/"# 

A regards quality, th products of the Howrah units, cording 
to some big industrial concerns which art among their principal 
buyers bear good tolerance limit. Sor of the smell workshops 
a¢said to produce first class materials but lack tools for extra 
0curate wale_M 

Chist among the problems these units face are delay in 
receiving payment from the government for the work done, denial 

by the government of any quota or adequate quota for aw 
materials and lack of finance for buying mac hindg. 

Th Report strikes a pessimistic note ; 

Most small owners ere workers with rnbition, though limited, 
and are men of determination, quick to learn and with much 
forbearance, This is how thy make up th lack of finance, and, 
in a way, the fat that they have not secured much aid has done 
them good they have learnt it the hard wary Barring a few 
cages of rich beginners ..the way many of them have made a start 
makes very interesting ad stimulating reading....At i diffie alt 
indeed to explain, but one has a feeling often of coning 8cross 
occasionally a small man who has unmistakable, and we hop 
indomitable, nge for growing big a many indeed have and no 
doubt some others will,, Thor is no doubt that a few will 
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survive almost any ha.rd,dwill grow without@ny nod 
but on the whole, the odds against them make a rather dprosing 
reeding, and their lot ls uch worse 4onp.red van to the 
medium unite for whom the long tun prospects are not very bright 
oithot." 

Thie was what Mox led th. really revolutionizing pet" 
to capitalism- -the path that 9, C. Reys, Arpin.s, Aahok Sn, 

Surendra Mohn Boss and the skilled ownrm/stria of Howrah 
followed, But the revolutionary elements wore oabind, cribbed 
and confined under colonial rule and under the post-colonial 
order when inpeilist capital and its big 0onpradons dominated 
and dominate. Merry of them fall by the wayside, sore survive 
somehow ands few like Alembic Chemical, Et lndis Ph«rm­ 
couticals and Bengel Waterproof ertin middle bourgeois status 

The path of independent dveloprent that the national 
bourgeoisie followed my be contrasted with th path at dva lo 
rent pursued by the ompradon%. The Delhi Cloth 4ls, one of 
India's largest industrial complexes today, wad founded in 188 
bypronotors, "hostly Agarwal bis. who had nowt so $ 

cotton mp go an Englishman was entrusted with th ta of 
setting it up, The Bombay nd Ahedabad millowners had 
followed th se practice, Wealthy copra dor merchant, 
money-lenders and gamblers, often rolled into one, lured by the 
vlion of more than usual profits, promoted otton mills but these 
wore designed, supplied, rooted, commissioned, run and managed 
b Britishers for them Even the building plans and instructions 
often came fro British firms." 

What should be the criteria for distinguishing the politics 
pres@tat/v of the national bourgeoisie from that of the 0ompra­ 

dor ? Th% representative of the national bourgeoisie, we think 
despite vacillations. hades his goal real freede -freedom outside 
tho orbit of imperialism and believed in bombining violent with 

peaceful struggle to overthrow the rule of the imperialists. 
Another crier ion should be tho kind of relationship that oxistod 
btween hirn ad the comprador bourgold. Did he or (id he 
not enjoy its trust and support 7 
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Collusion or Confrontation 

The "organic links" that wore forged before and after 1914 
betwer imperialist capita and Indian big business houses have 
been described in Chapters 7 and 8 of The Indian Big Bourgeoisie. 
We many tao up hors Pavlov's theory about tho antagonism that 

grew between imperialist capital and Indian big capita during the 
inter-wat wear. 

During World War l itself the a] was convinced that son 
guided industrialization in India was essential for political, con0 

mi and military reason « perhaps it would not be wror.g to 
describe Britain after World War la hobbled giant, As Hob­ 
barwn writes,At the very moment when Britain emerged on tho 
victorious side in the first rnjor wat since Napoleon, whon hot 

ch/of continental rival Germany was on her knees, when the 
British Empire, sometimes lightly and unconvincingly disguised 
ans mn0dates',"protectorates and satellite Middle Eastern stat, 
covered agreater extent of the word map than vet before, th 
traditional @con0soy of Britain not only cased to grow, but 
contracted .'Economic decline, something that economists 
argued about before 194, now became a palpable fact." 

ri 194, cotton textiles, coal, ship-building. steel and iron 
wet 8tain's staple industries. Even before 1914 its superiority 
in them. except in ship-building, was disappearing as rivals like 
the US.A., Germany, Fence ind Belgium challenged its 
supremacy. In the production of steel, the crucial commodity of 
industrialization, Britain was surpassed by the U.$.A. and 
Germany by the early 1890%. in 189.6 the imports of Belgian 
tee] into lndis outstripped those from Britain 4a British 
industries like cotton textile lost their gCfpetitive power and 
relied far markets mainly on its colonies, Before the war its 
vestment 0vet.4 t0 while its do4nestit ivstnt 0di 
nud to fell. Unable to opt with its rivals as a workshop 
of the wold,it was until world WI "the grea tot commercial 
powt"d the greatest $our¢ of international loan cpital" 
the advantages lt njowed be0aue of its political control over& 
large empire. Britain, as Hobsbawm observed, "ws becoming 



parasitic tether th a competitiw «00non",M" 

During the inter-war yer, "there wewe, t0 quote Alfred£ 
Kahn, "unprecedented harsh secular declines. radical breals with 
the groat continuous pwad trends of the preceding Century."#f 
when strong winds of change wre blowing through the U. S. A, 
ad Western Europe, toy grow sluggish as thy reached Britain, 
ad the economy of the first industrial power in the world began 
to decline because of its conservatism. lts tac hoology was 
archaic unlike its rivals like the U. S. A., it failed to adopt mass 
production methods; and cartels and monopolies, etc., were slow 
to develop here. For instance, Lancashire's decline was us to 
its inherent weakness-the smallness of its units, insufficient 
capital and out-of«date plants and methods compared to the 
rising industries of Japan and the U,$.4.4 Referring to the 
rosion of Lancashire's competitive power, Buchanan, writing in 
the early thirties, observed; pan, in the past2 year, ho 
buift up an industry whose goods are now being sold in th 
410p of Machester," 

But "the inter·war yes as 4obsbawn $yi, "were ot 
entirely wested". And by 1939 "Britain was no longer a Vietor­ 
ti economy. The importance of scientific technology, of 
ms-production methods, of industry producing for the fess 
market, but above all, of economic concentration, 'monopoly 
apitai and state intervention was very much groatr...in 191.4 

8±tin was perhaps the least concentrated of the great industrial 
conomis, and in 1939 one of the mnogt4 Th8s wee the 
years which srw the development of n@wgrowth industries ad 
the rise of giant monopoly fins like Imperial Chemical Industries, 
oilevr and Guest, Koen and Nttletold, While the old 
industries declined, the new growth industries like electricals, 
automobiles, aircraft, rayon and silk prosper6f from a bout 
1924.4 

puring the war itself the hob!ed British giant felt the need 
for sore guided industrialization in India to prevent imperialist 
rivals from trespassing upon the ladian market. tin a despatch 
to the Secretary of State for India on 26 November 191, Lord 
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Hardinge's government wrote ' 
ft is becoming increasingly clear that e definite and self­ 

conscious policy of improving the industrial capabilities of ldia 
will have to be pursued after the wat, an/e..4his to bro0e 
more and more a dumping ground for the manufacture of fan sign 
nation."4 

twas the same reason why earlier, in 10,the Secretary of 
State insisted that Jamsetj Tata should build the Tata steel plant, 
and the lndi Gowernment gve all help to th% %ts to s¢ it 
through,so 

le 1918the Montagu-Chelmsford Report on idle's Constitu­ 
tlnal Reforms also stated; "Thro are political considerations 
peculiar to India itof, gut both on economic and#nilly 
grounds /mp&rl interests lo demand that the ntur! resource 
of nos should hoot'orth be better ratied. We cannot mneasurd 
the access of strength which an industrialized [ndis wit bring 
to the power of the Empire but we are sure that it will be wel­ 
come after the we," 

Besides economic r0sons, global strategic consideration 
played an important role, World War I highlighted the necessity 
of an indutrial base in the east for the onduct of a modern war, 
As Clive D&wry write, "peacetime industrial policy was 0on­ 

delved as preparation for tho next war ft may be noted 
that as a supply base during World War A India played a much 
more important role than dominions like Australis and New 
Zealand and other colonies 

Political considerations were hardly less important, Bets.h 
operialism emerge out of the war fmuoh weaker than before 
It lost the leading position in the capitalist-imperialist world to 
U. S. imperialism and was squeezed out of its informal Latin 
American empire. Bids, tho mergene of the Word's first 
socialist state in 1917 presented s tat to the imperialist 

system itself, 

Within India there was widespread unrest among the as 
Though anger and hatred towards the raj because of intensified 
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oppression and exploitation during the ware-tire moulded 
within th he.rt of the people, they could find only isolated 
and sporadic outburst, Th ts] wag afraid of a pot-wgr up­ 
ho val ad prepared t meet the situation by tallying Indian 
collaborators. The Mortagu declaration of August 1917, 
ontAguas visit to ldia in 1917.8 whe suppliants including 
Gandhi, Tak, Motilel and Jinnah waited on him. the Montag 
Chelmsford Report of July 1918 and the Government of Indis 
Aat of 1919 were intended to aoiate th legdors of the ppet 

closes with the colonial administration. The purpose, no doubt, 
was to strengthen th Beitih raj, not to waken it. As th 
Secretary of State "pointed out to the louse of Commons in 
February 1922, such advance was conditional on Indian 'good 
conduct" and le the lmprial context, thls included loyalty to 
the empire d preparedness to put th interests of the imperial 
power above tho of lndls along At e strengthn thf 
$00ial be¢ within the colony when World War had created an 
arplo lve situ tio and when th proletarian evolution in Ruta 
had set en ¢ample before all oppressed peoples, the British 
i mperialist extended some concdg«ions to that e ctian of th 
Jedan bourgeoisie which wt quite will ing"to put the interest 
of the impetial power above those of Andi" And to play s par 
in the hmprlali st syst" fhe concessions were granted in 
order, as Judith gown says, "to contain growing pubic dlscone 
tent and to attract collaborators who would form a stable foun­ 
da ion for their rules4 [ other words, th6 0once4ions wt 
intended to construct e framework in which Indian polities could 
develop in a mah that would strengthen, rat hr th wa.kn, 
thens 

The British imperialists op0iod that if Indian r80u108$ wet6 

developed b British capital with Indian capita playing a sub­ 
ordinate role, this would pr@rvt impor ia list poachers from tre­ 
passing on Britain's Indian preserves and benefit British capital. 
fifth, "the traditional grtih aim of developing indie a6 a 
makt for British manufactured goods in return for Inediss t00d 
and tw materials was achieved by the co bination of an active 
state policy in the fields of transport, communication and 
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irrigation development withs passive state policy in the name of 
lent flr with tsp@ct to ldutrlet develop.tense pl« 
policy was proposed to be 00@what mo/fie in the new 
conditions that had arisen, Guided development, judicious 
console safeguards for British capital nd q'option ot 'imper#et 
preference'in meter of tariff were pct to help, not hr#, 
the interests of Brhtsh tap.it 

Surveying th prospects for British capital In India soon After 
the wa, Thornes Ainscough, the then senior t.$K.rad Commie 

sioner observed 

A new era is dawning tor Andi-the era ot industris! ex.pan­ 
sion, during which the great Dependency will gradually take her 
place as an important manufacturing country and a valuable 
industrial set to the Empires 

PAdit Med Mohan Malaviya, an eminent Congress and 
Hindu Mahsb.ha leader, good friend of the princes, th Bil 
and other big bourgeois and member of the Indian Industrial 
Commission 1916.18, filed the new dawn"8d declared; 

re hope of Indians for the industrial development of their 
country hes be further air@ngtoted by the knowledge that, 
like their noble pr@do04sots in office, the present Viceroy and 
the Secretary of Stat are also torwincsd of the necessity of a 
liberal policy being adopted in rep@ct of Indian industrial 
develop4rent 

The Indian Fial Commission 1921+2, of which Sir Ibrahim 
Rehimtools was president ad G. D. Birla and Nrottam Morarje 
were a0mg the members, emphasized th need for foreign capital 
and stated that it was to the foreign capitalist that we must look 
rgly at first for the introduction of new industries and for 
instruction in the boonies of mess production."# 

wile upholding the above view in their Mute of Dissent" 
girls, Monat]es, Ah int0old and two other members said that 
thoy "would raise no objection to foreign capital in India ob­ 
taining the benefi t of the protective policy provided suitable 
conditions ere l id own to safeguard the essential interests of 
India..t ls pc&use we desire that industrialization should 
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proceed very rapidly that wear prepared t cept the advent of 
foreign or pital to a0el6rate the pd8o They do; It i 
more commonplace to$y that e rich tndi4 lg4 twet of strength 
to the Empire, while a economically weak lodia is a source of 
we8kn.g 

At the @bond a0al 80/0n of the federation of Indian 
Chambers of Commerce and Industry, held in Calcutta in 
Deuerboer 1928 end inaugurated by Viceroy Lord lrwin, Si 
Purshotamdeg Th8k urdas, the outstanding leader of the Indian big 
bourgeoisie, who wd presiding, "plodded for oo-op@ration 
between Indian and British cornerist interests, an} with his 
characteristic foresight, stated that 'Englishmen in India under­ 
stand that Indian leaders heve no predatory intentions nd that 
in %self-governing lndi, British interests will pd secure as 8t 
th pr@ont de 

The third snual of th Federation held in February 
1930 under the presidents hip of G. D. 8irla wts also inaugurated 
by Lord lrwin. Birds, too, fervently pl.add for co-0portion 
between British end lndian capital. le said; "A prop6rOuS 
lod la alone can redemn her debt (sic l), They [the British 
6pita lists] owe its much to themselves es to this ountny, to 
strive in cooperation with Indians fora new order of thine, 
Significantly, gi la ought to build his "new order", not by 
fighting and ousting imperialist capital but by colluding with it. 

Another significant indication of the way in which the wind 
was blowing was provided by the report of the Motil@l Nehru 
Com lttoe, which had been appointed by the Al Parle6 
Conference to draft A 'Swrej Constitution foe India in 1928. 

A regards Europa Orf6tc we ca00l why men 
who have put greet sums of money into India should gt all be 
nervous It is inconceivable that there can be any discriminating 
legi le tion against any community doing busiress lawfully in 
lndlie." 



f how@vet, there ore any pie] interest gt European 
cornerce which require special treatment in future, it is only 
fair that in regard to the protection of those intorests, Europeans 
thuld formulate their proposals and we have no doubt that they 
will receive proper consideration from those who are anxious for 
d peaceful solution of the political problen 

Contrary to what Pavlov and other Soviet writers have 
a.rted, the Indian big bourgeoisie was not seeking confrontation 
with imperialist capital in the twenties and thirties but collabon­ 
tion with it. The positive recommendations of the Indian lndu­ 
trial Commission 1916.8, the Fiscal Autonomy Convention, the 
appointment of th lndien Fiscal Cornission 1921-2, the 
appointment of the Tariff Boards, the grant of protection and 
subsidies to certain industries such as cotton, iron and steel, 
paper, matches, heavy chemicals and sugar roused great expect.a­ 
tions in the rinds of the big bourgeois, While the excise duty 
on Indian cotton textiles, subject for much gri@van of th 
India and British cotton mnitlowners in India, was removed in 
192, increasing doses of import duty were imposed on Lance+ 
hire end Japanese cloth, especially Japanese cotton textiles, to 
protect Indian textiles. The imposition of protective duties on 
paper and sugar, specially on sugar from f January 1932 
thrilled the hearts of the big bourgeoisie. Birla Dali s, Singhanis, 
Th8par, Si Ram, Sur jmtt.Ngarmull and other big capitalists 
each set up$vera sugar refinerl. When, [ 1931.2,there wre 
32sugar factories in tndia, producing 68, 800 tons of sugar, 
their number rose to 130and the output to $78, 100 ton.r [n 
1934 Walchand Mirchand observed that 96 per cent of the new 
gar factories were owned and moan.agod by India ad that 
s 200 million were invested in this industry.M As George 
Schuster, than Fihce Member of the Viceroy xeutive 
Council said, the sugar industry erred e profit of 400 par cent 
in 1933. 

lt may be notad that towards the end of 1929, Indians wes 
admitted to th Baltic Exchange and other comenercisl bodies in 
London through th influence of Viceroy lrwina step which 
rhlurd as hailed as "a step in the right direction of bringing 



the two countries together in matt«rs ommroial ad politioi." 
These 0onions benefited vrel Indian bu.sine mnagets, 
chief among whom were the Birlas and Scindies.# 

Both European expatriate capital and Indian big capital wore 
coking co-operation with each othr-not confl ict. While 
opposing discrimination against gritigh capital, letter dated 
27 July 1929, circulated by the Secretary of the British 
dominated Associated Chambers of Commerce of India and 
Ceylon, assured Indian business magnates that the organization 
0f British expatriate capital was not "unsympathetic to Indian 
economic gpirations", and stated ; 

This Association does not believe that Indian and British 
interests are irreconcilable; on the contrary, it hold thgt the 
trade and prosperity of the wa countries art and rust be 
interdepn1l "7 

A reply to this circular, drafted by G. D. Birt on behalf of the 
CCL, while claiming India's right to discriminate against foreign 
interests, appealed to very right-thinking Englishman to judge 
tt situation calmly and decide for himself whether a prosperous, 
elf.governing. contented end friendly India lg more valuable 
et to the Empire » We agree that in din at Beltish interest 

not irreconcilable and there l enough room for both th 
onuetle t work le la tee0paw8ti," 

The roply approvingly cited the fist of the two passages tht 
we have doted from the report of the Motl/al Nehru Committed, 
at.urine British capital that th6re would be no discrimination 
against it in a Swara] lode.' 

ln a letter, dated 7 June 1828, to N. M. Marumd er of Tat 
Ltd., London, written for the benefit of S porab Tate, Thakurd.as 
al motioned "h¢ great goer for co-optation between #nda 
an European merchant and industriallge on 

Between 1920 and 1938 lndis industrial production more 
than doublet Bth foreign and Indian capital contributed to 
this growth. Plute foreign sterling capital and private foreign 
up¢ capital that were invested in India betwe 1921 and 1938 
amounted to £ 33.934 million ind s. 220.6 ll ion respectively, 
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of which British inwertors provided £ 21.285 million and s. 197 
million, a total of 343.4 mil ion worth of new investment." 

y,4 Pavlov has observed; +The di rep@ncy between th. 
0cumulation of money capital and its productive utilization grw 
during th war and as a result of the war, It was, in our opinion, 
the principal economic reason for the sharpening contradiction 
botween the Indian bourgeoisie nd imperialism in the post-wa 
[i 6., post.World War l] yeses, Soviet scholars writing on Indis 
6on to hrvs one purpose to produce stuff that would defend 
Soviet foreign policy. Otherwise, 4 statement of this type, which 
has hardly any relation to facts, could not be made. During and 
for sot yrs ftr th wat, lindig cotton textile industry and 
the iron ndsteel industry, the only two industries in which lrg 
noun of ndin capital wrs invested, made fabulous profits. 
Big brokers and speculators, too, made undreamt of profits 
during the wt. Sp«king of tr«de in raw jute, for instance, 
Qrkar Gos wuni write th.t traders mnanipuled things in such 
wry that the pioe of raw jute w partly depsod and 
thy "did very well or thelve by sirultnouy max.ising 
the trade and fats profit.e Ad after th war, the war profits 
and olfiei t policies led to th otpa ion of the cotton and ion 
and steel industries, the involvement of indign big capital in jute, 
papr, cent, sugar and few other industries, and th tr­ 
gonce of mew groups of the fndin big bourgeoisie-the Biles, 
Singhanies, Sri Rans, Goenkas, Dalmia Jains, Surajmul-Nagar­ 
mull, Ruled, Podderg, Th pars, Welchende, Chottiyars, Naidus, 
etc. A pig chunk of Indian big Capital was invested also in 
0ompanises controlled by European managing age0ies, As we 
hvsin, G. D Birl , N«rotten Morar lee nd others, es embers 
of the lndin Fiscal Commission 1921-2, were not opposing but 
iwiti g fresh foreign capital. Colla/on tween the tw to flee 
the people was the primary pet whatever contradict/ion w.. 
the over tu/ff, th thingrrup ratio, imper/al pfence, ete 
was@con0dar 

The fact is, the Indian bsinods magnates wre @agar to exploit 
the profitable opportunities that had opened out bfore them 
al'er World War land wrd oping out, pcily in the or y 
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thirties, The positive of the government% and 
fiscal policies live fros their point of views Clod 
Marovitstes, "t ed to oven ow th tegtiv¢ pets of 
the currency restriction std facial stringeneyr Te lodi 
big bourge oinie wed to war ftter within the orbit of imperial, 
not outide it Tbs fond ample scope for co.opertio wit h 
imperialist capital, despite one optics on the ies like the 
sterling-fpee ratio, Above all, they wanted peace to male in profits 
that were quite alluring For Sir Shi R'% Delli Cloth 
Mil ls paid total ad dividend of 
They were ot so stop.ids to risk 
confrontation with the raj, 

t3$ =r cent in 1930.31, 

ft would be wrong to me, ve people do, tb tb for_ 
ration of tbe RICCI wts n indication of ant.om between 
imperialist and lrdin big capital. Foreign expatriate capital bad 
its power f lt-fndis organiatio i tbe A0cited Ch.sobers of 
Coca in ft was sot surprising that rtpresentative of tbe lodie 
big bor ±. pike Thakurd «.d G, D Birla took the initiative in 
founding the F[CCI ia 1927 to represent its interests. Bat it sought 
not% cofroettio with pitied capital bet it ow tic" 
by to tome understanding" with it, While 
the tonal meettg of the [CCI Viorey lrwin wee d 
its fonratio of t Viceroy Ee tive Coreil tended 
this ring.well twsequent opal too.l 
part in the rs pile feted tbat in the of "the 

Govern it th FICCI lrw is orig to be a Atoe 

During the Rod Table Cofer oe in London in 
131,the rep tative of' the [CCI Parsh otmd Tbald, 
G.D. Birl sad l ] Mohcid-like Ga.di, the sole rpet ts 
tive of th Congress st tbe Conference, were willing te tree 
to "feg 1de to protect the interests of eitish ~et in 

year-that 0.D, Birl 
partner of id.Heiler, a 

gin oy, wlo rop tied 
Road Tb le Coferer e, 

Calc tts-bw d 
British pat"te 

d 

ledi.' 
It wts about this -the dept 

told dad N «thaft, tde 
' Beitih 



tht, be elorwrd, be deired to work in collaboration .and to 
drop al bis h alllt.mo 

Au ding to Benthall", writes Matcovits, "be [Birl ] even 
appeared red tgrantee po-dirii ratio in the future st 
gih te ts in India vi l $. 

It w daring the early thirties that those British bair st 

rho bad for a loog tin reoogrid the virt ves of co 

operation between British and hodian interests paw felt, i Be thll'% 

word, tbt the tire ls ripe+brae there is at the t t 
bond of unity between the two in their joint opposition to 
Jtp' The Federation of British lndtries nphied tbe 

. increased portanoe of Empire for tbe British economy ad pre­ 
elblrgerial die -operation a the l y way 
out for th erliridden and increasingly no ootap titive British 

·'' 
The opposition by s section of tbe Indian bourgeoisie to the 

Ott Agree.et of 1932 and tbe Inde-British gr ereats of 
19%%d 199, which extended prefiere t a of empire 
goods, tsp ciall y British manufactures in return for preference to 
[di sewn trial ports, i . highlighted s a shining 
tr6ple of the Indian bourgeoisie's towards irperi lid 
ppltd, Thi ion of peril Preference w di ed to 
tie the British colonies ad doritio cl r to Brit nd to 

the te old colonial relationship. "But,as 
• Cbattrji write, denoncit.ion did not pea the end of the 

principle of economic co-operation. Among t lndin co tciaL 
cl.es, a the Viceroy gloomily observed, tbere was conviction 
tat ff%die dene 4 te agreere t, the U.K, would, for polities 
%well econ.void re.o, bury foe indwith or of a agree­ 
tent such sore favourable to ldi4 re OppoMitie was intee. 
ed not to th colonial ecoarid relties hip'bat to oble 

$ort 
0 14 Mure 1932, before the Ottw Conference, GD. Biel 

wto to t.be Se vary of Sutt ; 
th +to the Ott Corf act, if it i your de ire 

tbat fde trade ad aho.d be + th 
Ce fndteeo-Sir Parbo t oder we I I de del ighted ta 
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invittior wbe it is ertended te him, I writing thi with hi 
full t, The Corroittee of the Federation wil l not be #vere 
to this proposition. e reline the afhi Conference 
ad yo nary rely on or support bn th rHelt retie. 

Te tariff protection std ult die to industries in India offered 
during th twenties sd thirties, were intended to shut out pot 

British so oh otbet foreigh gods. At the 1930 hpti 
Eeot le Cafe ave Geoffrey Corbett, the Comar re Merle 
of the Ooverose t of India, pointed out ; 
t be hn dry explained that it is foreign goods th 

are replacing British goods in the lodin ket, It follow tbt 
it is freontly «girt fore.lg goods tbat ladies indostries require 
potties. la so lies there i rel/y no competition t l 

Mer polit ic l scientist sod historians art apt to ege ate 
the contradiction berwe tsd Indian big tapital. They 
seem to igore what D.R. G6did noted; "Mary modern indetries 
in the cottry bave become etblihd behlod tariff walls The 
iron4o4to4odd the $gr owe their develop at 
entirely to pot tioe rated for long periods. 0d, established 
industries llk alt tee be bdt seek, sd have 

prot ption agtat Jap petition sr writing in 
I947,Oadgl rfarted to the India btines igoter a the 
reactionary clements represented primarily by tbe facial interests 
which bveon dig th lat twenty five years to bright of 
wea.ht a.od peoitie ifl eece' ire of before in tbe hit4y of 
lndi sec.lat,a 

The l iar bl bourgeoiti vi.dry welod th 
the raj offered daring the inter-war yen, id it is pot pools 
bat it fidelity to the nj and close c-operation with thdit 
0pita that raised it to beigbts of wealth ad politic] influence 

Interestingly, lr .mes Gig, I4 Me ber of te Vieley% 
active Cool, noted with regret eily i 1939 that tie polioy off' 

epatrio ritis.l capital its "i now fir.kl that of tri king ie 
with theist r of usrightebusol • Birlk id Bet.boll t . . ... 
togth foil qiolteore:e. - " 
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G,D. Birlas letter of 19 auAry 193$ to Sir Sare Hoare, 
then Secretary of Ste tot di, i illuminating. 

f am not at all frighteed he wrote, "of the safeguards... 
whatever be the safeguards, they would not hinder the progre if 
there was genuine y#apathy and goodwil l behind them. He con 
laded the letter with the characteristic observation that the two­ 

tries -Ealand ad ldta "by destly are be nd tioeth,9 
When the seod Round Table Conference f iled ad when the 

Civil Disobedience Movement entered its second pl std wide­ 
pr sd nepr ion was let loose,G. D. Birla as red the retry 
of State t 

The bet service I on render to my owa oontryit well as 
to the case of co-operation» [between India ad Britain] is to per­ 
sode the Federation [FICCI] t fflc ially ofter its oo-p mat ion. 
...I shall discuss there [in Cleutta] with Me Be hall and 
so0¢ other tbe qeion of cloor co-operation between the two 
corraities interested in trade and correree w 

fa bis letter of 14 March 1932 to Sir Sare! Hoar, Bir 
placed his "able servlees"t the disposal of the Secretary of state 
sd assured hi ; ..you will fed u always reedy to work for 
tbe economic intt st, lee ig aide sentiment ad polliew 

irla was all tbe tire barping the necessity of friendly ad 
Pt et ttle.rent He wrote to Sir Wt Layton 0 20 May 
1932 

le fset if f would be de ding entirely with business pen I she dd 
not fled ary difficulty in then that the htet of bdlr 
a well as qr Great rhat lay tn a friendly and p maet settler t­ 

.In writis this at t India who hat got a la stake in the 
country4.0dhow.at4 t st per neat p ie between th two 
countries established,"" 
,D, Bil has been acclaimed by Bipa Cb.de .d may 

other as the most radio] of the Indian bourgeois. Cbdt% ha 
called him the bell lit political leader and of t India 
pitall4 cl, wboo politlea] often bordered on tbt of% 

al 4Wbat ws th pollti l a irtlor of th of tbe i I 
capitalist Oe 28 My 1932 be wrot 

I,4.Keye tht ndi-the Birt ladia 
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that privilege to have, in the wordy of $apr, a decent place in the 
household of King George the Fifth which may be prpred 
s self'govern t under tht aegis of irperiaim. This wt, indeed, 
tbe political piration of the etire fodi big bourgeoile 

Bir held that sensible fodiat men and women rea lie their 
need of British friendship : they want British friend«hi w ye 
wanted allir ice between the raj td the Gandhi wing off tbe 
Congress to crush the left wing.er 0a 30 June 1935, be told Sir 
Hoary Cr.ik, Hore Me beer, Government of India, that if there w 
no that might ring the Government and the people 

to sch other during GO.tdhN li fe three, "A revolution of 
tbe bloody type may become a inevi ble fetor. Ad this would be 
there:tent calamity not only to India but also to Engld Torie 
y say this we 1ld be Iodins furenal, Issy it would be feral 
for both,w 'ge destinies of Tory England ad the 'nationallet' 
iri s.h di were wedded together; they would either hang together 
or hang pi tely. Naturally, be hated even civil disob dienoe and 
felt horror at the mere talk of it. He w opposed to all kind of 
direct action and tried his bet to tee that the energies of India" 
were din td ode for all toward optitutional 1o 

Te 0.D Birla, British imperials did sot stand in the way of 
fndias poogrs, the real obstacle was Hied-Muslim disanity, Th4t 
is why, long before the Muslim League deroded tbe partition of 
ldibe d pleded for it a feet hitori re sot wa.tee of or 

lg ore. ln hi letter dated 1I Jentry 1938 to Gad hi' devoted 
ary, Mbdev Desai, he wrote 
Iwonde why it should not be podble to bave two Federations, 

one of Melian tad smother of Hindus.... I fear if oything is 
bing to chock our progre s, it is tbe Hind-Muslim qetion-not 
the Englishman but our own internal quarrel,9 

Birla, the brilliant leader and mentor of the lodion capitalist 
c.la" was pot only a commercial broker but s broker in the phere 
of poli ties. As be himself ptit fight to prevent the growing 
distrust which the British in India entertained of Gandhij i'% high 
motived the passionate distrust which Indians felt in regard not 
merely to the Bglih in India but towards British statesmen and the 
gtit pPrlime no And i hi letter of 3 July 1937 t0 C 
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ajgopa.hoc'hri, Birla confeted ; whilt at time I feel 
ted, also feel that f at amply compensated le avia t defend 
Eoglihen before Bapa[ i., Gandhi] and lep before Peli 
ltiss very interesting las, I would bve po bent to do it, but the 
roe Iicu apt with Eegiben pd lee rs, th sore I 
believe tbat it is tragedy that tbee two big fores in the world 
cot combine I thike it swill be service to the word when the 
do_1s 

Birla was quite indignant when, towards the end of 1940, Vie toy 
Lilit hgow did not sufficiently trt brim He said to th Viocoy 
Plvute Secretsry that no m among Indis b worked harder to 

help bis [the Viceroy] or stood more loyally by him than myself." 
Co munioa.ting al this to Ondhi's secretary, Birla wrote; Yo 
knowhowlhve def'oded the Viceroy before ape rd howlbve 
0tad if [was tbe Viceroys representative 

G,D, Birds biographer, Rs Nlw hju, writes that both the 
raj and the c «,idered G, D. [Bires bridge between the 
two,1o 

sir Purshot.rd'as Thakur ds, 4other brilliat lieder of the 
Ind i pit list class, who together with Birl founded th F[CCI, 
realized that A al@lo te la lies n coming to so er­ 
ash with 8rtlsl comer&eo n an interview in London % 
Jul$ 1933, T%kurds denied that there ws "ay i tibitity of 
interest between England and India nor Agin, at # meeting of the 
Jadin Cotton Enquiry Com itee, Manchester, in Je 1933, he aid 
that there was every chance of qoeoperation between the Lcahire 
rodder ad the led'ian producer ad tat there bout4 be 
the closest co-operation," He pre ed his willingness to do 
all he could t strengthen th relationship between ldia and 
Lancashire,9 

RI. Moore has rightly observed that Thakrdas represented the 
disposition of the commercial collaborators with the raj faithfully 
.d oeeaied a strategle position a a trelay between th 
Comgrt ad the oereno 

Th0ugh Thkurdas did t support many of the policies of the 
Cor leadership, he tsjoyed the trst of Gadbi ad bi chief 
lieutenants,Ao puring the Civil Disobedience Movement, when th 
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tog leadens of teCogre.were be.bad prise bars,Cog ts work rs 
of Bombay vehemently denou iced Tb»lard4, 0,D. Bil died 
of tbelr it fr their anti-national etvitles. The hroenseey Corneil 
of the onty Provincial Ce ttee bended 0.D Bir, 
Thalrdat and Thakrda fie d traitors. Congne workers 
also beld demonstrations in front of Thlurd' palatial re#de o 
in Borly. When the new rec.bed Vallsbh bbi Rte f prison, 
Ptel wt qale upet He recked th rd r or 

th aryom ele" 4.det irution. to with.dew tbe 
pielet 

Thalrd's relations with the raj lo were quite close, Ode in 
a toast to Lord lrwla om behalf of tbe oriest Chb, Ber by, in 
Ja0try 1930, Th kcurds add ; 

the co1 tion of Lord Irwin s Viceroy sd Mr Wedige 
wood Ben Secretary of State pp.t at the mot to be mot 
fortunate. +. It is ioded tragedy that with oh high 
appeariog on the otho, t National Corre at Lahore hoed 
at tbis or pent have taken the decision it bs [to start the civil 

. versent].., Ibeve so doubt tit with tbe' 
ing support which th Round Table Conference scheme is getting 
fros the other sections of fadi polit ical thought other tb the 
Cogrit] we peed not be pe tiitie. ~. Ian convinced that t 
Cogre mt.de%great mitre in taking the deeilo that they did 
at Lahore.n 

When the Civil Disobedie ce Moverwt bad started and it had 
eght on,ts Tbardas foand, he worried hard tor s compromise 
and withdrawal of the t for all tice, He wrote to the 
Viceroy f 

still consider and pry that wlier cons ls may prevail 
ad Eland may qt#ll be able retains contented ft.4 

A few days later he wrote again to Irwin 
My efforts 4nd the efforts of my Caber are, ad will alwry 

be, in the direction of inducing Mr Gandhi to abandon hi move­ 
met, but you e. teali that 4r Gdhi cot now ab.­ 
don the movm at without some agreement regarding the future 
constitution, ~., We wish to pres our view o Mr God hi with 
all emphasis and do pot apprehend failure, It is for your Excellency 
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d to e ble us to pres Our pl on 

Thad ugetd to St stet, ten Fice Mecnb of the 
Goveramet of Ind, tbat it was por ible to arrive at 
with Gandhi sad being about an end to the Civil Disobedience 
Movement. He stated; 

f«onset biog o be arranged in thi tatter through de inter­ 
mediary I think it ray be feasible to brig presre to ber upon 
Mr Cdhi to call off the Civil Disobedience Movement.·Mr 
Gan dhi agttatlo le bad, bl it may prove to be better tl more 
velour agitate t follow Ah (ernet le.Ad et wdn16 

Writing to Onsham Pole, Tbakurdes said tbat he was f ree to 
admit that Mahatma Gandhi wst not justified in starting the sgit­ 

tion which he did," but the agitation hAd esght on", states­ 
mahip required tt re4 sboold be found t re re the peo= 
ple ad ye conciliate men like Aetna Gan, men wlo telly do 
ot wat en@re of tle rtth coreetle 

During the swoond pba of tbe Civil Disobedience Movement, 
TArd wrote t Sir Samsel Hoare, the S retry of Stte for 
die ; 

After all, it look a if in swbane the differer.ce bet»vie the 
Goer a Ge h4 i mot fedatat.he south of di 
are getting impatient, Gandhij i hs begun to lose his hold over 
ther, and it i felt in may quarters that it wil l not be long before 
he loses his bold entirely over them. The defeat of Gd bin 
must meat, it is felt in many responsible circles, the revival of 
terrorise 'gp bet men in fadis dre d it, To any therefore 
it seems s if th Government art unconsciously working hand is 
had with the terrorists in defeating Gandhi." 

Earlier, when he met the Secretary of State in London, be told 
hla very plainly as to how any reforms without God bij i% blessing 
would be wore th pele 6 

It is worth noting that, like Birla_Thakurds roadie s ditine­ 
tion between Osdhi (and his chief lieutenants) ad th Congres 

••no 1:'vtl·n ·- It is obvious tbat Thakurds could ply tbe role of a fried both 
of Gad.hi and the raj--the role of an intermediary between them 
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between the Gowerer pt And and.bi/ is sot fur ital"The real 
enemy dn led by both ws theenime anti-imperialist struggle 

Tele! DI'fereee 

Ding the inter-war yens, the Iodise big bourgeoisie, part 
from the Muslim bot reoit, was divided into three grope o far 
as their polities] t.tie were ved, i t, there w tbe 

group of Bombay's pillow beaded by tbe Tt. To thi group 
belonged, among otle, Si Cor iji Jebgir Sir P'hetore Seth, 
s om or e.e ow. ne? «a 
alwyi watedtkeep on the right tide of the overt ad 
shu ed even sty seeming opposition to it, They felt they would 
i n little ad lose such by treading such path, Thi doe ot 
es that they were fully satisfied with what tbey bad. As Hom 
Mody's biographer D. R. Mankelr writes Mody epreed bi 
gratitude to the Secretary of State for led'i for tbe Gover • it 

of India Act of 1919 d wsat the sate time dis titfd wit.b 
the qtot um of fcad to my" ollrd by thin Act They 
wanted tariff protection, the removal of the counterviiitg etie 
duty on cotton cloth, s change in tb sterling-rupee ratio nd so on. 
But they relied on friendly negotiations and gentle to 
.chive their ends, Thy were very ch opp ed to son 00-0pr­ 

tion and civil disobedience and organized opp irioa to thee 
o.ts 

The busies ragt had the closest relation with foreign 
capital and with the naj. Some r tbers of this group served as men­ 
bers of tbe Viceroys rective Council or the orby Govermu ts 
Executive Cot ell. Apprehending that the Congn might take to tbe 
pt.h of opposition to the rij , these businessmen joined bands with 
British capitalists in 1929 to organize s polit ical party, During the 
il l Disobedience Movert Mody ad the others were oppc d to 
any dis rimination aginit European ti/lowers. Invited by the 
govenr nt, Mody, Cowsji Jebangir «d Pheroe Sethos attended 
the first Round Table Confere e in London in 1930, which ws 
boycotted by the Congress, Te RICCI lo had led it member. 
bodies not to poriate any representative unless Gndbi ttended 
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the conference, fn 1933 Mody 4lg d the Mody-Lee Pet, which 
give some tariff concessions to Lan csahire textiles- an agree 4nt 
which was onde ed by the Indian Merchants Carbee, Be bey 
(then led by Mau Subedar, stall tadustriaist, and his group) ad 
Ahmed bad millowners like turbli Ltbhi. 

wit the oatbreak f wot WAt II, Mody threw bis whole 
weight on the side of the govern et He was ppo.in d vice-presie 
dent of the Viceroy's Executive Conell in 1941 and together wih 
M.S. Aney and Nalimi Raja Sarkar, two other members of th 
Conell, lent his full pport to the decisions to adopt the nbest 

to suppress the Quit India me vement. Mody becnre 
acting governor of Borbuy for s short while in 1946 

Significantly, Mody, who, according to his biographer, ws the 
tajs bl-eyed boy and other bosinest mates like bis, bad 
quite friendly links with top Congre lenders lite Gandhi, Motilel 
Nehru tad Vallabbbhi Patel. When Motilel went to Bon.bay, be 
would stay with R.D. TAtA, .E, Dishaw was the mafa fd-riser 
for the Swj Party led by hl%, # 

After the transfer of power, the Congress leaders honoured Mody 
as best as they could, They had him elected to the Constituent 
Assembly in 1948 ad then made him governor of Utt Pedesh. 

Te second group included, among others, Sie Purshotmdas 
Thalrdas and Lale Sir Sri Rm. Thalurdas was no lens close to 
foreign capital and the raj than the Madt, He Also preferred the 
consti tutional path nd was on the side of the raj wbes th Congress 
launched the Non-co- operation and Civil Disobedience Movements, 
He had strongly opposed tbe Congr decision to tart the Civil 
Disobedience Movement,a He props d to Sir T. Sa pru that 
alt interests other than the Congrr interests [should]get together 
and stand together" to defeat the Civil Disobedience Movement 
proposed by the Congn When it started, he seemed to hare 
the view eprosed by LAlji Naranji; Mahatma Gandhi's mo tent 
has diverted the people from adopting violent methods to bis non­ 
violent methods." Nranji wasted to tell the British over.test 
that they should give them a constitution which would offer the 
terctile community rel control of the pure of the country," 
He wrote; we can also tell politicises including MAbeta Gandhi 
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tbat it it irsble to creates feeling of disregard for a tho 
rity of the Govertt,1a 

So when the movement acquired strength, Tbalurda pie ded 
with th raj to conciliate Candi with wbot, he realized, tbe raj 
had no fundetl difference 

On the other hand, he was opp d to the formation of a political 
party which Sir Cow.sii Je.h.git, Sir fbe.hf Rhintool end other 
obey ll r ans set p joiotlg with European expatriate es pita­ 
ists with the port of Sir Dorb Tata Ad FE. Dins.haw, Though 
be held tbat there ls great sop for coroperst ion between ldi 
ad Europe an merchants and industrialists and though be got on 
eelletly with the European in commerce and indtry he w 
of the view tbat Ipdlan commerce and industry are only an integral 
pl of fadin national, nd that deprived of its irpirtion is 
fndi nationalism Indin commerce and industry std reduced to 

loitAti tr fer e4plot4 410~ 

Thi letter is quite signif oat. On the one hand, th comprdor 
par erelleee longed for co-operation" with imperialist capital to 
further bis interest4 ;on the other, he ought th¢ support of thee 
who would be able to mobilize th masses to sve his fro eploie 
ttion" by imperialist capital and to provide him with some bar­ 
gaining treogth. So the formation of a political party jointly with 
Beitih capita4its appeared to him to be an unwise steps it weld 
deprive bis of the much-needed support of the indigenous fores. 
It wold ten only co-operation nd no presare. 

The third group, which included Birts, the Ahtedabad millow­ 
rs like Ambal l Sanbbai, and Jammlt Bajaj, was closest to 
Gandhi. Some of them lite GD, Bir% were the shrewdest of all. 
This grog, too, feared mass sction like the plague, but it ppreeis­ 
ted the usefulness of sore controlled mass action that would kill two 
bird with one +toe, Such controlled mass action at fare ties, 
though it bad lts ritis, would serves dual purpose; it would fore 
tall or disrupt genuine anti-imperialist, anti-feudal straggle and at 
these tis cert pre re on the nj to yield sore tone.ions 

As we have toted, Birla hated eivi diobedience ; like La lji 
Nasnji, whom we have already quoted,he heartily disliked anything 
that wold create a feeling of disregard for any authority of tb 
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Goernet" Butt the same time, he appreciated its sec at 
times, Duling the first phase of the Civil Disobedience Moves et, 
irle wrote to Tbards; 

Regarding the present agitation and the n 1lts of the [firt] 
Round Table Conference, f agree that we should try our bet to get 
the country out of the present turmoil. ++ There could be no doubt 
that wbat we are being offered at pre mt is entirely due t Gandhij i 
_,if were toschieve whet we desire, the present poveet bou.ld 
ot be allowed to slacken, All, therefore, hare tee object 
4n iw; oe that we thou pl at the no.4 00a tie 
to try for a coelllalo ad th other in than we slei at de any» 
4lg eh'el ri ght weaken th ad of t.hoe tlrah whee efforts 
we le qrred at thd tg 

The foal air was conciliation" : the limited, controlled mass 
action of the Gandhian variety wts airedt obtaiing ore condos 
$ions As Gaadhi often said, cc-operation with British imperial­ 
i wt the end and nor-co+operation ws a step towrd it 
Birla, no doubt, bad a hand in the pension of the Civil Disobedi­ 
enoe Movement in March 1931, Lier, he devoted'l his energies 
ad influence to directing the Congress move t long the 
peaceful, constitutional channel and to putting i stop to any kind 
of direct action." He w strongly in favour of dominion stat.a and 
wsated to retie rbe British connection. He felt tbat the govern 
ment should be mended and not ended d that there should 
be "settlement through pension,w More of Bile's role l ter. 

D spite their different reactions to the lirited sos actions 
initiated by the Congress leadership, tbre w fude tal taity 
a.tot. these three grop%. Fint, they bad the me political goal 
self-government within the Briti sh empire; they all were asionus io 
retain the British connection. 

Second,all thee grops abhorred mast sctlot. The difference 
day in the fact that when the Birla grop recognized that mass action 
within strict limi ts under the direct leadeirship of Codi ad hi 
chief lieutenants ws at tires sect au ry to serve their class interests, 
and felt tbe need for using Gandhi and the Gandhian and their 
constructive activi ties" for forestalling or containing what Thakur­ 
as described a "re vicious agitation", the others were tot as 
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far. righted and were opposed to it. Generally speaking, all the 
87ops preferred tbe per zeful, constitutional path and wanted to be 
led to their goal by th British raj id whom they had 444.ble 
fait.b and opfdene. 

Third,ertrer ly friendly relations existed between the big 
bourgeois of the different grope and the Gandhian leade hip, Even 
those wh tively opposed Gandhi-initiated limited rs section 
helped birad his lieutenants in other way adt otter tine. 
And their help, especially tbe very botantial funds they placed at 
the dipoAd of tie fa.hat.ca agd his elo ocites, std their 
dvice were eagerly sought after by the latter, 

The following appraisal of the character of the lodian big 
bourgeois by Gandhi, their great friend, may be fouad interestiog 
felog to province which h a large number of text\le 

mills, end I have happy relations with i llowners. But I ow that 
they have sever stood by the country in the hour of its seed, fey 
plainly tell us that they art tot patriots, that their sole aim is to- 

0a.k one 

The Mutt/ Cprador 

Besides these three grops of Marwari apd Gujarati business 
magnates including Pris, there was another group consisting of big 
Muslim oc prdors like M.A.H. Ispabani, Sir Rafuddin Adarji, 
Sir Abdalla Maroon and Habib. The adoption of tle Nehru Com 
mittee Report by the so-called All Parties Coaveotioa held in 
Caleutts at the end of 1928 ad in the beginning of 1929 %led fort 
them the partig of the wy, Ty were oh weaker tbn the 
Hinde ad Rusi big bourgeois and were hostile to the tpirations 
to set pd strong centre within tited le.di, Th y were afraid 
they woad bept%wry in India where tbe ce trali d tate 
mac.bier dd be it the bod f the reprt rotative f the 
Hied bsie ates, Ip s sub-conti t ile Iodia, o0lot.i 
and#er-feet dl, the out look of the big bourgeoisie which, tonally 
peaking, ce from certain ad communities, w religion, 
cont al, obucurot it and mu le ml To prove this point few 
it.ooe ty .foe, After tbe partition of the sub continent om 
religious lines, Plitt became • lie state. la letter to 



Congress bon Valbbbbi Patel on 5Ju 1947, when the Mont­ 
batten pl bad been formally adopted, B.AM, girl4, G.D Birley 
brother, wrote;l it sot tire tbut we should Hiott a 
a Hindu State with Hindu.i a the State religion pas fe the mid. 
twenties when Hindu- M aim riots vitiated life in Norther India 
0.D. Birle was ia favor of proselytiing Mt.l by foroe 

The Meli oorpndot wanted to have Melia»ajority pro­ 
vines as toomo uit within ledi federation where tbe 
federal centre would be weak sad residuary powers wold be vested 
in the provincial unit, we their hp led Away, they started 
orgairing themselves, Fros about the beginning of the thirties 
Muslim Cham« t of Ce r» roe began to be et p, The following 
lies fros T haurdas's letter to 6.D, Birla re intere tiog 

Reg ding the Malla Ch be, I tr de ad it my bes tare 
af ir, You are quite right when yosy that they are too late in 

tbe fems 
Ultimately, in March 1940, the Muslim buse totes rid 

the dmod for state of their own. Pl itt. wbe tbey could 
control the state machinery to fulfi l their ambitions, Every Congress 
movement since 1930 ws looked upon by this group with suspicion 
and hostility, 

fwward et.la erel Dependence 

A sigifeast thing wt ta.ling place during the inter-war years, 
especially the thirties Though, as we bve son, there was infer 
of British capital, particularly in the 1920%th growth asd expansion 
of British expatriate capital in India showed s declining trend. The 
foreign toging agencies retied their control over their ertensive 
orerell ad idurial empires, bot A tb few of fresh foreign 
cpial wa not dequate, tbey coapted pared dre Indian 
capital to ·ra tbem. lodinn big bourgeol. -Th.lcds, Seth, 
Birt, Goel, Bour, hatis, ets.-took their er or the be ds of 
din tor of may cotton textile, match, jute, paper, coal and other 
companies pt.aged by Europe ma moo.gig age.ciet, b the [di 
had so control over them, There wad« fusion of rope in d 
led ian big espitat, ad large oh.ls of lodian oapl, subordinated 
to foreign capital, played the role of a ju lor part. 
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By the end of tbe period, Brith expatriate capital, represeted 
by Adrew Yule, Bird Heilgent, Jardine Siver, Killiel Nii and 
others, bad served its ah age-old prpose: that of mediating 
betwee metropolitan capitld the lndis market ad sources of 
of rw rate.rial. At the e tip metropoli tan capital bad 
attained the tge of monopoly capitalism and, ass result of ipcret­ 

mg concentration, there emerged giant monopolies sch as hrperial 
Chemie Industries, Unilever, Gest Keen and Nettlefold, Phili p% 
a4 GE4 Te chareter of foreign invetrt in India beg to 
charge from before Wal wt II. AS Hob«bwr puts it, 
dually, the an of the old.fashioned rentier was setting" and 
the sun of the gist iteration! ex 'portlo was rising r The 
typical foreign inv before the coming of tbe tr tiol 
w small, made by individual4, id directed by expatriates trough 
managing gt ey flam. During this period git corporation 
started setting p their own bid.i rie. ICI, Unilever, Philip4, 
Union Carbide, Metal Box, Gest Keen Williams, Dunlop, British 
0y$en, Swedish Mutch, G... pd several other interaation] 
corporations established tbeir manufacturing pits in India to 
doriat its industry, Th protection ranted to indtries Like 
matches was enjoyed to«great «tent by foreign monopolies. le 
matcbes, protection sot only helped the Swedish gt but rited 
it t out nay indigenous coerrs,"" 

Second, the inter-war purled marked th beginning of th transl­ 
tlon fror India's collateral dependence" on Britain to lits "rt ilate­ 
el dependence or several advanced capitalist conries ledby t 
US.A Tbe process bad stated from s monopoly pose.ion of 
Britais, India w changing into s happy hunting road of th 
toopolits of different imperialist contrie The beginning ring 
tbe inter-war year wads modest one, s all beginning are, It we 
modest, particularly be use Britain's direct rule over lodi, th end 
of which U,$. imperialist drearing of building a world.wide infor­ 
ml empire devoutly wished, especially during World War IL, had 

tot yet terminated. 
Britain was no longer the leading capitalist country of the world, 

which rote the USA, had come to play, Before world War II , 
General Motors, Ford, Stndrd.Vacuum, Calter, Firestone, Lal. 
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Carbide, Remington Rand and other U.S, corporations et up their 
branches in India, Mellos,an American company, ¢quired aumi 
nium plants, and Ludlow Jute Corpay set ups uait to manufacture 
jute mill machinery. The bigot managing gency fi rm in India 
Andrew Yule & Co. Ltd.--which controlled a large number of jute 

mills, coal mines, engineering companies and s on was subsidiary 
of Morga, Grenfell ad Co., which again was a British subsidiary 
of the America house of the Mergo 

Close links were also being forged by some leading Indian busi­ 
es bones with US monopolies, The three big hydro.electric 
companies promoted by the Tat4 in Western India came under the 

joint ee trol of the Morgas and the Tats fro4 1929, Te aage­ 
met was banded over to the Tata Hydro-Electrle Agencies Ltd., a 
company formed jointly by the American ad foreign Power Co. 
Ltd,a Morgan subsidiary, as the dorinant partner, and the Tata$. 
Walchand Hirchand relied entirely on the Chrysler Corporation of 
the UIS.A. to set up at automobile factory ia lndi. Another US, 
company, the Inter.Continent Corporation of New York, platted, 
desige d, constructed with men ad achier brought b it ad rs 
an Aircraft factory on behalf oft the Hindustan Aircraft Company 
promoted by Walcbd Hirachard, the Mysore State and the 
Government of fadia, The Birts too were exploring cbanes of 
collaboration with U.S automobile ghats to set up an automobile 
plant in India, Thee marked the modest beginning of what wa 
going to be after 1947 the dominant feature of the relationship bet­ 
ween imperialist and Indian big capital, 

It may be toted that the establishment of'branches by giant foreign 
corporations was viewed with espieion bys sot io of fedi bi 
mess mag vtes. Early in April 1938 the Congress Working Cor ittee 
posed« resolatlo viewing "with gave concern the rapid increase 
in the number of companies owned ad managed by foreign 
nationals." It had no objection to the use of foreign capital or to 
the eaployrent of foreign talent", but witted them to be "under 
the control, direction sod mate vent of India • At its a 

in Apel 1939 tbe FIE also epre ed its concern st the 
situation rising from foreign interests establishing lade.tries behind 
protective trif wall.,, +n 
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later tingly, at a meeting of the National Plaing Cr anittee, 
held on 8 June 1939 under Nehru's president4hip, 4pd attended 
by, am¢ g others, Walchad, Thakurdas ad Arbela] Sara.bhi,a 
tosolution expresiog "grave concern at "the isere g infer into 
lndis of forig-coatrolled industrial establish gts" ee p for 
discussion dwas then swept under the carpet,Mo 

In fact, wbat the Indian big bourgeoisie objected to was not the 
influx of foreign ca pita but th establisheet of full y-owe brae. 
ches or be#diaries of the transotiopals, They were quite ware 
that they, o blisfully ignorant of and disinterested in techniques of 
production, would bve to depend on them for capital goods ad 
techsology for setting tip new industries che ical6, 
ado on. Wbe th Tats, Birlas, Walch.ands were inviting 
transnationals, they could hardly be very sqrt rish sabot the qes 

tion of carol, whatever right be their tort tesolutio, adopted 
often bargaining coaters or to allay nationalist suspicix ts, They 
were not0 st0pd to be an.wre that tech6ology t.ch0lg¥ 

in capital goods is the key to power. That is why tbe 
Birla mouthpiece, Easer Economist, opposed the of the 
Nation.st laing Cormittee that "investment of foreign capital 
should not ordinarily be pe tritted to involve ownership ad 

tang¢at la respect of dtries of matfoma importance, ft 
also opp d its proposals that the vast amount of foreign capital 
required for economic de loptent should be accepted in the shape 

of loans by or through the state and that the foreign interests «er­ 

cisigs predoiat control over certain vits industries should be 
compulsorily bought up Such views appeared to the Bir organ 
street if pointed out that i t nay ot be po.adble to lee 
foreign capital completely dlated of the powens of contrat 
What the India big bourgeois, folly conscious of their iberent 
weakness, wanted was tot really control but a slice of the cake 
ore stare in the luscious enter pris of transnational, 

Another why the India big bourgeoisie felt enamoured ot 
be British ion" was that they had large stake in the 
British colonies in South-Eat Asia and Est Africa. lodi big 

5 
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capital not only played the role of ar underling to foreign capital at 
bore but went abroad to exploit other British colonies oder the 
umbrella of British power. A $B,D de Silva puts it, LAke the 
resort which travels long distances by attacbipg itself tbrogh its 
dorsal slicker to tbe body of a shark, Indian capital went along with 
Britaias overs as expansions% 'he role of the Indian big bour­ 
geolle was that of s sub-exploiter in other British colonies as in 

Iadi. 
I Burma, India businessmen controlled bout two.ff of the 

vale of imports and about three-ffths of the value of exports,i f 
a memorandum to the (CCI in 194I, the ludian Imperial Citier 
sip Aopiation, of which Gandhi wass founder and with which 
Thrdas and many other Indian business magnates were actively 
connected, estimated total Indian capital investment in Burrs at 
Ru. 250 crone.44 fa that country, the Nattvkottad Chettiyar groups 
alo , based in Tamil Nadu, had invested about s. 75 crore in 
usury and trade and owned one-fourth of the cultivable land of 
South Burm in thie early thirties when gurose peasants,hit 
eootonic depression, failed to redeet their mortgage,4 Te 
Birks, to, owned s starch factory there, It teemed, N. R. 
Cbakrvarti observed, a Indo-British occupation father tbas 
British oo patio,4 

In Malaya, the Chettiyar groups, besides other Indian groups, set 
p their trading and money-lending fi rms s the British opened up 
different regions for colonial exploitation, Besides, their investments 
i rubber plantations and coal rimes were considerable 4 A4 
money lenders the Cbettiyar prop played an intermediary role bet­ 
wten British banks and the local people, both in Burma and in 
Malaya. 

In Sri Lanka, the import trade in rice, lour, sugar and textiles 
was dominated from about w08 b Menon terchats from lodis, 
and a cotton mill was managed by tbe Carrimbhoys. 

'Plot to the 19206 writes Marcovits, 'Indian capitalist iate­ 
rests in Bombay wanted to transform Kenya into a Indian sub­ 
colloty,w49 f Eat Africa a Parekh family and a Patel group had 
big cotton trading concerns and set p cotton mills The Parekh 
were helped by the Maftals while the Srabhais of Ahcedab.ad 



TH8 NOMAN 8OU3GOIST AND INEBIA AM 67 

were the principal financiers of the firm managed by the Patel4. 
Of the major groups, at lest Mafatal, Sarabaf and Thkurdes had 
considerable interests in Uganda, Thkurdas had important interest 
alo in Tanganyika (tow Tania), 

A memorandum presented by the Indian Association (Tag nyiks 
Territory),Dar-cs-Salaam to the Joint Parliamentary Corsit tee on 
East Africa in 1931 stated that Indians were "indispensable as 
raiddlessen between large European fi rs and the producing and 
consuming natives" and tbat "Ia comer, Indi s continue to hold 
ce pious control over th market, as much as that mot of the 
export to and import from India, Britain and other foreign countries 
passes through their baade,4# 

Iodin big capin], protected by British guns, spread its tentacles 
to other British colonies and served the raj to serve itself, Thi w$ 

one of the strong reasons why fadian business magnates insisted on 
retaining the imperial connection From hamsetji Tata to Parshotam. 
ds Tbakurdas ad GD. Birla-all Indian big businessmen swore 
by their loyalty to the British connection. Not surprisingly did 
Thkrd say tog fiend;ft for the British connection base 
no other set of people endowed with power have tbe ate substra­ 
tum of fair play. To deal with them is therefore no losing game,4 

As we shall see, Gandhi and bis chief lieutenants, including 
Jawabarlat Nehru, wanted to, d did, retain the British onsetion, 
Nehru often talked of independence which he explained as severance 
of connection with the British raj, but whenever the test came, he 
toed the mahatma's line. To Gandhi, dominion status was preferable, 
for it pet "lade pendent plus the British one rtion something 
superior to ere independence_ The Indian business magnates 
and the Gandhis, their political representatives, were opposed to 
idependence which would mean coring out of the imperialist orbit, 
for this meant to then an uncertain future in India and loss of tbe 
privilege to play the sub-exploiters role in othe Betti colonies, 

t is not surprising that they were anions to reain within the 
British Commonwealth ; but, i the forties, they also longed to hitch 
their wagon to Americas more resplendent star, as iehru told 
Colonel Louis Johson, President Roosevelt's Personal Represents­ 
tive in India, in April 1942, 6 
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CHAPTER THREE 

GOALS AND STRATEGIES 

W.be bostile demonstrations greeted Ondbi on the eve of tbe 
Karch Congress 'a March 1931, be said t 
.am trying to reach the st¢goal with them[the revolution- 

ties who believed in the armed overthrow of tiallot rule] 
Only Ian following a method wholly difterest from tbein," 

That their goal, Gandhi's well that of the revolati¢ ar ies, 
was the sae the attainment of die idepe de el bed as 
an srioratie truth by most historina ad political scientists, or 
inst.ace, Bar De write thut "there were no rel lid between 
the revolutionary terrorists and Congress leaders though tley head 
obeetier la tome." 

ft is our conteption that not only the met.bods but the goals, 

the objectives, were quite diff erent. The god of the national 
revolutionaries as wells of the il itat peasants ad wore rs was 
fall freed or outside the orbit of imp rialist. But the oel of the 
top ledersip of the Congress, ts distinguished from its naal sod 
spporters, wa what G. D. Bi la in his letter to Professor Keynes 
described % "p&thing more tbn privilege to bye+o decent 
place in the house bold of Kig George te Fit w 

4bl pot enter here into any debate on tbe question whet her 
peaceful, non-violent and legitimate means alone re capable of ' defeating imperialie or whether they deirably served the interests 
of the choses that never sought free dom outside the orbit of+ 'is­ 
lier et rated elf.rule or earj withie tbe iperial fr.nee rock. 

we have seen that the pr Mantry including the adid waged 
mer straggles, bee std .• te Ll 0. O 4090 lo At 

making the India sub-continent n independent rep.b.lie 
by the tarn of the century the national revolutionaries, mot/ 

of petty bourgeois origin, declared in kble terms that their 
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goal was Iadias freedom frost all imperialist bondage. Thi ideal 
was pheld in many of their books, pamphlets and journals. Journal 
like /gator and Bade Mataram 'published in ladia) asd le 
fdla sociologist, Free Hindus#a, Bade Mat at, ff'avarand 
Ghadr (published abroad) spread the me sage of unoompre ring 
toggle against imperialist rule, 

The national revolutionaries resorted to terrorist actions, as ti 
aatiits of high British off'iell or their agents, ie the belief tbt 
heroic retaliations would infuse cotage into hearts of the people. 
t #nay of them believed in the meed for ass nob [lit ion,guenri­ 
lla strugle, etc. In an article written as early a 1893, Aubido­ 
Ghee, who initiated revolutionary terrorism in Bengal, had taste 
of prison life ad who after escaping to Pondicherry for fer of fr­ 
ther persecution, chose to become god ran rather than a revolt­ 
tionary, said that be proletariat among ts ls spnk in ignorance 
ad oerwhelmed with distress, But with that distresed and igno. 
nt proletariat with th proletariat resides, whether we Like it or 
not, our tole ranee of hope, our sole chance in the future." 
Bar am Rana (The Modern Art of wA-In Bengali ), published 
from Clettn l 1907, discussed the tactics of guerrilla war, which 
it described e the node of fighting adopted by a nation which 
is weak, disarmed and oppressed b conquerors, but resolved t 
break the bodage of savers." ft also envisaged the desertion 
of the native troop of the "f orelgn king" and their joining the 
revolution" 

But these revolutionaries of petty bourgeois and national bour­ 
geois origin could hardly translate int practice what they perceived 
intellectually. Besides, at the initial stage, they were permeated with 
Hindu religious ideas, wed Hindu religious symbols in their organi­ 
2%tio nd propaganda td were mostly l iesated from Muslins, 
Hut their fearlessness and courage cold hardly be surpassed Ad 
tens of th@sands of then courted martyrdom, torture ad long 
imprisonment for the sake of their love for freedom, 

ttt worth noting that Madame Bill l Ruston Cara, who lived 
as a voluntary eile in Europe nd carried on revolutionary pro0pa 

ganda in Europe and America, represented Iadis at the Stuttgart 
Conference of the Second fterational in Angus! 1907, which was 



attended by Lenin While moving s resolution on Indian indepan 
nee, the strongly use tpced the evils of British rule in [di, She 
was opposed by almost tbe entire British delegation inaledins 
Ramsay MacDonald. Sbe also unfurled t the conference the fog of 
at independent India 

We hve seen that as the working clas entered the political stag, 
it paled the derd for full indepede. ct sd for the establishment 
of an hdi federal republic 

O the other had, the Congress lenders held that, rotwit ht d­ 
hg sore drtr atweait for India, British rule wag divie 
blelg Podieg at the second elo of t Congress at th end 
of 186, Dad«bbai Naoroji, foes for bis drain theory rbetori­ 
clly asked; 

et ti Congress a ursery for sedition ad rebellion int the 
British Government (cries of no, no); or is it aotler toe int t 
fun datlon of the stabil ity of that Gorermet (cries of yes, yen) 
There could be but one answer, and tht you have alreadygiven, 
beoewe are thoroughly sensible of th mrberle bleit oo 
ferred upon us, of which tbe very existence of this Congress is 
proof in a the)i 

The following verses from the Congress Anthem", sung at the 
C~ngres session held in Bombay st the end 6f 1904, were s true 
reffectioit of the 'patrtotde' spirit of the Congress leadership of tbee 
drys: 

Disunion and discord 
Have tbe ruin of India caused, 
T testore her then 
To her anelent prosperity 
And develop ber 
With Britain' help, 
Co operate with your wealth, 
Industry and enterprise 
That Kig Edward's glory 
May shine throughout the world," 

re cont itutlon that was drwn up after the Seat Core 
(1907y pad broles up coptised g Creed of the Coore', whie.tr 
id down that self government within the Empire wast the gel of 
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the Conte; ad that it was to be attained by purely« d 
It was obligatory upon every one to sign this creed before he 

could s terber of the Conger • 

Durig World War E 

World War I brought into sharp contrast the two politic l ladia 
-the fdla of the revolutionaries ad the India of the N to]is, 
Golba.le, Ba.erjea, Tila.ks, Jinns.bs, Octdhds ad Neta, O the 

one hand, with the advent of the war, the revolutionaries w visions 
of liberating the country and, tosehleve that end, prepared gnat­ 

dlose plan, the rarifeatioos of which pred to several of 
three continents Ai, Europe8ad North Aerie8, O the other 
hand, a Percival Spear observed, The outbreak of the war w an 
outburst of loyalty to the British, 

Even before tbe outbreak of the war, several group« of ldiar 
revolutionaries in Ind'is, France, Germany, Canada and th.SA. 
were buy prepting the zlve for bing about a ooutry-wide 
upheaval in the event of war, With the coming of the wtr indepen­ 
denoe round tbe corner ad link were gradually established 
between those working at bore and others working 4brood 
t Be0gal several grope of revolutie uries came together wader 

the leadership of Jatindrnth Mukherjee-a leader fros for 
bevery, courage dad ostentatious simplicity ad ti ally 
respected. and started preparations for an armed revolt, Madre 
Care ad one of her associates tried to stir up diadeetion tong 
the Indian troops sent to France. They were interned by the French 
government, and the troops of the Lahore and Meerut dildos were 
removed from France, In Berlin Yirendrath Chattopdhyy 
Bhtpedra Nath Dutt ad others formed the 'India lade pende ce 
Corsaitee.' It was joined, among others, by Mbored a.rultulbuh, 
Har Dayal and Taaknath Das, They established link with the 
Gens.ngoversent and were assured of he in 44don y in 
India% struggle for freedom, Te Gerena government instr0t, 
its erbelies and consulates in different countries t help the ladle 
revolutionaries, Te Gahr Party, based tn the D,g. A., Appealed 
to the Indians then residing in the U.SA., Cad and other 
countries to return to Indis nd take part in the impe ding revolt­ 
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tion, f% a letter which appeared in 
191, Ram Candra, editor of Hin 

Ne York Times of 21 July 
Ghadr, declared that 

Hiduthan Ghane "is at uncompromising advocate of complete 
political independenoe and liberty for fodi. 

The qge from Bertin tbat the Germans would be sending 
shipload4 of ares nd the news that thous4de of tdis were 
retaring to participate in the armed revolt sent # wave of hope 
among the revolutionaries in India They planned an arrived 
uprising throughout India, especially seizure of control of Easter 
India." 

British intelligence had knowledge of the Gbade revolutionaries 
returning to India and many of them were sent to prison when 
they anrived. Those who eluded the network of British intelligence 
spreed all over the Punjab and tried to stir up revolt song the 
peast and soldiers, minly among the soldiers of the British Jadin 
army. Other revolutionaries li e Rash Bihari Bose, Krtr Singh, 
Sachindrnth San yal ad Vihe Ganesh Figley had been moving 
fro cantonment to atonent urging India soldiers to tiny, 
Contacts were fade by the revolutionaries in cantonments from the 
North- West Frontier Province to Burma. As a Intelligence Bureau 
publicatie stated, fn Upper India, Rash Bihari Bose had made 
erterive plat for %general prising among odis troop 

Sore Ghadr and other revolutionaries bad been ootactipg 
ladian soldiers in the Far East and South East Asia in Shghi, 
Hoag Kong, Singapore, Peng, etc, The Indian Independence 
€e eittee sat revolutionaries to Mesopotai (now Iraq), Ira .d 

other in the Middle East to persuade fadian solditz stationed 
there to tiny. A provision Free Government of India w 
tstsblished at Kabul on I December 19I5, and plans were made to 
rouse the latban tribes in the north-west, organize an army ad enter 
India to liberate it 

The response of the Indian troops was positive in many plaors. 
Acording to chindra Nath Sanyal, mot of the regi ts lie India 
promised to take part in the uprising after it had started and only 
two ts in the Punjab were wilting to initiate it, Decio 
was fade at Lahore to stage o uprising on 2I February 191, At the 
time tbere were# small number of British troops in India, But 
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British intelligence came to have prior knowledge of tbe planned 
oprisings from its planted agents, and tbe plots f iled. Courtmartial 
were held at different places and several conspiracy cases were 

started. Many soldiers and revolutionaries were executed, many Like 
Sachindra Nath Saryal were sentenced to transportation for Life 
or swarded other bars.h sentences, Reh Bihari Base ranged to 
escape to Japan. 

In Sig#pore the 5th Native Light Infantry Regiment -a regiment 
of Indian Muslim soldiers--mutinied on 15 Jaary 1915, At the 
same tire another Indian army nit, th Malay State Guards, rose 
in revolt. Doth were sappre sod and many were shot, 

Thailand was another centre of activities of the Indian revolt­ 
tioasies, Arogements were made to despatch arms there d to 
have Indians trained by Germon instructors near Thailand's border 
with Burma. It was planned tbat fadia armed forces would r th 
into Burma ad then into India. Bat the plan failed as most of the 
ladians who went to Thailand were arrested at Bgkokc. There were 
evoral rebellions in Burma before and during the war Rangoon and 
Mandalay were among important centres of revolutionary activities 
in the east, Revolutionaries from Bengal and Gbadarites tried to 
stir up mutiny among the troops, Their atterpts partially succeeded 
and there was an opst revolt by the I0th Baluchis in January 1915 
Another attempt at an uprising in October 191 was foiled as the 
British had prior knowledge of it. 

The revolutionaries in Bengal collected sore arms by executing 
a plan wbich dera.oded much intell igence and courage, prepaed 
borbs wbicn they sent even to Labore nd waited for German are, 
In the mean tire they made elaborate preparations rd, according 
to tbe report of the Sedition Committee, they made plans of seizing 
the control of eastern Iodis, Adventurous youths were sent a ei 
aries to Batavia, Shanghai, Japan and other places to 0op tao# 
Gerta officials ad bring Gers arms. But the much-sought 
ship-loads of German arms never arrived tbough sore arms sent by 
India revolutionaries abroad reached [dig, Those who bad pinned 
tbeit hopes on German arms d German instructors were cruelly 
disappointed. In Bengal alone I200 revolutionary youths were put 
behind bars soon after the outbreak of the we_ Many were tr8a%- 
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ported for li fe and some executed. Jatindraath Mukherjee and two 
of hi comrades died in an armed encounter with the rajs men 

The Indian revolutionaries sought tbe German government's help 
but they did not become its agents They wanted to utilize the inter­ 
imperialist contradictions to make India free As the official pwblion­ 
tion admitted, the first Gbdr scheme, tamely, that the Sikhs in 
Ameria should return to lndis and raise an insurrection in the 
Punjab, owed nothing to the Germans in its inception and very Little, 
if asything at all, in is execution ; in the later gche es, however, 
the Gbadr party and the Germans worked together, Referring to 
the failure of the attempts to send arts through Baavis ad 
Thailand the same publication stated; Sasse of the Indian leaders 
were bold and fairly capable men, but the Europeans associated wit, 
them were poor lot..l" 

Thus, whe World War I broke ot, many thoods of 
revolutionaries in India ad abroad staked every tbing for the cue 
of fedon. My bee satyrs, piny ore u'red torte ad 
imprisonment. Kar tar Singh, one of those conde ned to death in 
the Lahore Conspiracy Case held in 1915, declared that every slave 
had a right to revolt, When red to sppeal against the sentence 
of death, he replied ; Why should I? If I had more lives than 
one, it would have been agreat honour to me to grifice each of 
them for my count_»n1 fkeirs wa a $.lg% of ferlesses ad 

' courage aad self-sacrifice at the altar of freedom. 
The heroic efforts of the revolutionaries proved ineffective a they 

failed to mobilize the workiog mases behind them, The British 
imperialists adopted ruthless measures from tbe baginsip, passed the 
Defence of India Act and did every thing it could to suppress the. 
Tbe L«fence of India Act, which armed tbe Government with 
powers to de aoytbiog in regard to any person and bis property, 
merely on spic.lo that uchg person nary get ins way which in 
the opinion of the government was prejudicial to the public safety", 
w passed by the Imperial Legislative Council in March 1915 with 
the willing atent of Gokbale and other Congress lead.rs, Under 
this lawless law', terrible and inhuman atrocities were perpetrated 
on revolutionaries ad others on mere suspicion_ he revolt. 
tirades no doubt failed, but they proved that they wore to 
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mere terrorists but men of vision who dared to stora the very 
heaves 

The other India of the feudal and the compradors, topr sented 
by the let de hip of the India National Congress, resounded with 
elf'uhe delrations of loyalty to the rj d loud of full 
support to its war efforts. It was pot surprising, for the feuds.ls and 
cor podors, illy compradors, were making hay wile tbe war 
raged and the people suffered. The nun! Congress », held 
in 144, 1915 and 1916, were gre d by the pres toe of the 

governors of tbe provinces where they were beid, and pledge d tbeir 
fulsome loyalty to the British throne.. lt may be noted that by 1916 
the split between the Moderates ad 'gtresists" had been ded. 
The Congress session held t the end ot 1917 conveyed to His 
Majesty the King-Emperor their deep loyalty sod profound 
attachr ant to tbe Tbrose, their unswerving all ire to the British 
co #ion %pd their fir resolve to stand by tbe British Eapire at 

all b ands std at all costs. So did the annual set ion of the 

Congress in December 191$ weat by its loyalty t the 
British King- 

06I lay 1946,BG. Tiak said in the course of hi Home Rule 
Speech at Belg; It is an disputed faet tbat we should secure 
our own good under the rule of the l ish people themselves, under 
the supervision of the Eoglish nation, with th help of the Eoghis 
nation, through their sympathy, through their atrious care and 
through those high sentiments they poses .a 

foe to his character, Candi, speaking at a public meeting in 
Calcutta on 3l March 191$, asked bis audience to hve absolutely 
no connection" with revolutionary youths and to consider these 
pnots at enemies to the0selves4dto their ootr"ad declared 
that he would rise against them", if they wanted to terrorise the 
country.+ Oe 4 February 19l6 be %aid; f wat to pre India 
of tbe atmosphere of suspicion on either side g if we are to reach 
oar go0le tho.d hare an empire wheh is to be bad upon ta 
love and l true je bi letter of July 1911, be gave the 
pledge to the Viceroy's private secretary «My lif e is dedicated to 
the preventing of the spread of the disease [revolutionary violence] 
and its uprooting in so fr as it has gained a foothold 
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• Belden hi offer i the Viceroy d the Bombay $0 17 
t ref the iperil iet war, Gd hi wrote to tb Viceroy 0 
29 Apt 91% 
tteoeld sale my countrymen retree their steps, I would 

male then withdraw all the Cong re lutiot a.odot 
'e or R ige ible Gover mt derl th 
tlw add bred.er er o 
ertfetee at ii t • - . Odd went oan campaign i bi nth Gu.at, bf 
the hardly shared his devotion t the o of tbe pired 
.led d ey fort«bl question tic Al 
eteed of' acre-rlolee, T 9.G, Horslras, the editor et 
be by Crolele, he wrote; eally Im md. do 
nothing else, think of aothr'g else, talk of othing ee,,et 
Drpit bl bee e ea, be filed ttl $aly t la.le 

part fros the coworkers who steal] prorle to 
re or4. fed we 'fl bolo« tee 
with fads at the mbtm% w an 

rotie of no lo. Like Vallabbbb i P%tel ud 
' kje dr frd, served a zcrktig t to help Brit4le' 

loper ilit a, The N%hrs too-Miotilal and Jaw.hr)al 
0ght to fake their tioat to the raj's wt tot, 
hewn.hrlel, S. Opal write, w will'i to join the led.a 
Def'e ores, tor on the lines of tbe territorial army, and 

thr young ldis to do thee_no A notice tell 
interested was issued b, song others, Motill 4.d 
Jew.baled, inviting them to fors a strong ittee at All«lubed ' . 
it et deir bl to ale every e.lot to sake tbi 
[of the lndia Defend Force]a ucens ad to n or young men 
to join the Foree" They Alo prop d to fom la 
the pri lp l towns of' the United Provinces (now Utt Pedesh) t%e 
th ppe" " 

Tio Wot4 W I totaled the burp codes.t between the.l 
of elite politic sod the polities of th people, Later, tbe goal 
of tell oll das did sot budge .d re lined ti dly tbe 
me, to chge of circa ts oes, different 

• 

inter 
Out 



word or phre.'Ho 
partnership within th 

ite it, 

Rae', "Swara', dominion tit" or 
pine on equal ten4wt6 

' ,. 

lager Cogre and A,fer 

Te Congress session held at Nagpur at the end of 199 de bred 
that the attainment of wera pya by all legit it sd peteefl 
was theof of the Conrst About oraj, tu Jaw.bra.d wrote, 
Ou.pd hi w "dtightfully vogue" and h did not clear 
thiking about it either, flier, in s petition drafted l 
September 1917 t¢ Secretary of Ste Edwin Montag, Otdi bad 
described the Congress-League here of 1916, known tbe 
Leknow Pet, as th Swraj Schee,l which did not auk for 
even elfgovernment, 

At the Ahmed bad 'orgre in Det amber 1921, Ga.pd hi re gly 
ondemoed Ht Mo.bi% resolution which descried tbe object 
of th Cgress the Attainment of pwera]or e 

fr fros ell foreign control,"sod plied bis spporion to 
th ow it ot, 

ft wt at the Madras session of the Coogre in 1927 tbts re6o- 

lotion declaring the goal of the lodian people to be »lete 
Ntloa] Independence", roved by Jwabrl l, was adopted, How 
koen o independence were these esteemed leaders is evident fro 
the fact tbat the$are Madras session pissed resolution author ii 
the Working Committee to prepares Mara/ constitution for [ndi 
le co-operate with other political and coeual orgorstion4, 
poly loyalist, 

Yet Gandhi was furious. He wrote in Young hnedla denot icing 
the reoluion as "hastily conceived and thoughlcly passed, py 
passiog uch resolutions," be remarked, we make an exhibition of 
our impotence, b.core the laughing tock of our critics ad invite 
the contempt of the adversr_4 

At the Calcutt Congress held in December 1928, shoal w 
oburged to docion status", not Bulfer bad defied it in 1926 
pot of tbe li ed tat prevailed ten in Cad4 or Australia, bt of th 
Motil.al Nehru Committed variety,M Juwa.tar lid, wbd was co+ 
author of the comattee'» report," conceded that it was, in ft, 
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«voles [lade d, much le]s ftro inly, dhi wrote ; Te 
raj of our coining i to be food in the Nehru Rep¥ \, 
U eat pre mare fro rsdiet ele attn od fer wltlng in 

wain till lot the midnight of 3I De6erbet 1929 for to 
from tre raj off eris some oooeiios, the Lahore loa of the 
Congr # praised eerplet it.noel. Spe king 
at of the Subjects Coroittee, Gandhi aid tbt by the 
erigene.le of eires.toe.wed ow e 1gelled t declare tlt th 

wt4 complete independeded fies ital rag 
ti worth oting thut the n olation endorsed 

the Delhi AMoift o of2 November 1929,Sged by, oog otbe ts, 
Gandhi tad the Nehru fther and son the mifest« bd ppot­ 

cited the sincerity underlying Viceroy lrwi's declaration about 
forthcoriog Round Table Conference and hoped to be able to 
lender our co-opention to Hi Majesty Go as at in their effort 

• ... 
The nj did not feel unduly p¥ tub Tb Secretary of Sit6, 

Wedwood Bea, wrote that a bark do» a" bad been kept 
open fey all lead one to believe that tbey indicates to 
satisfy the enthusiatie youth st the Lahore meeting wbile keeping 
effective options for tbe working committee,4 

Ma Congress leaders ther elves believed that th 
resolution was rather gimaick. "Mr Sty.trL,4 for lottoe," 
wrote Congress per'dest Jawbrld Nehru on 7 Jarry 1930, 
hardly «week fer the resolution bed been paged,ie re zit 

t.temeat practically says that tbe declaration of indepesde be w4 

f Aho purposes only and be cad eily celve of our going to 
4 round tble opfere.nend agreeing to Dominion St4e " 

Almost immediately fer tbe Labor session, the iadep» dee 
molt ion was virtually repudiated by Gandhi bimelf ad bis chief 
lieutenants. la tater«eat to New 'ode Wot,wtu.ch cried it 
9 lunary 190, Gandhi, who was dyiag ogive and re tre 
bert co opertjo with Beith imperialism, hastened to 
ls well as his big bourgeois patron, who bdu dislie for th 
dead for independence, that the itdependence resolution eed 
righen aobod e Agin, i s Jetter to Viceroy Lord lnwis, 



Gd hi e reed the e tee; "But the Resole tie of 
0it t..,4s Ad the 

folleig "i lve Point," rbdeh he afterward delected the ' of hnde dens ; 

' I Toll prohibiti +, 

2Rda ix a of the [sterling-rpee] ratio to ls, 4d, 
kedti of the lad teer tt let 0g.d soaring 
ht subject to ei detive control, 
Abolition of the alt tit, 

$ ehetlo of the al/try expenditure to at let 0¥, t0 

belie with, 
6 Redd tan of tbadie of the bight grde service to one 

lf ole.sod to it te educed revenue, 
Potthve trill en foreign cloth, 

8 Tbe pi «ge of the Trfi Res«rvatioi Bit, 
9 Dioh of ll podiitlaal prioters save tho 

for murder or the s thereat-, withdrwal of l 
politiol pre tie tion of Section 124A, the 
Regulation of ts1i nd the bike, d to all the 

ldi e.rile to retro, 
10 Abolition of'G L. D or its popular control, 

le of i to e fire nm for self-defence 
lar control,4 ,-. 

Gad'hi declared tbt if tbe Viceroy satisfied tbee "very simple 
bet vlid etd of fodi," he would tb her no tale of elvil 
disobedie iee,4 bdhi lo or unicated the ten te Mr 
B aji who rdrtook to negotiate with Mr Ramsay Ms.Donald, 
the Prine Minister, as early at January 1930," 1 I, to 
be Nees, this ppe red "more likes rreider tarn aty ting 
el.4 

so,the indep de o resolution wt tbtown over bod woere 
poi ly, What the leader of the Congress was interested 
in wot idependence t sore con&e ion pa inly for the big 

Bven if ll tbe re points were 60ceded, there 
ode no bi change, And British rule woad ootine, 

The Dey'pledge, which the Coar le.dirt led 
to tale on 26 Jory 19.30, stated that lndi mt ever 

t 
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te Beitih and attain tr Seery or c 
get tbe Cong s leaden piors pledge and 

de lratios were of dubious vale. By «dopting er isinag therm tbe 
of truth meant one thing lier the people sod an altogether 

if vent tbig for the raj. 
O 6 Murel 1934, almost ice di4tely after the Cardi.frwin 

groeet w4 led, Gandhi said to juratits; 
47 Bepire no longer reraias [sic I it having tared into# 

Cosmo we ltb, ad swraj wit.bis the Corren w Ith is perfectly 
po ible-Even wbe I roved the Labore solutios, I mode lit 
quite clear that independence seed sot it splete diocitie 

A.led whether pra waajwould "be poeible rktbe tie 
British Erpire", Gandbi sered. "ft would be possible bat on 
term of bolt gualito 

htss tb mahatma'% &onto .alt tl t b could take ucb 
u.ab.bed4ttefnt whenever te occasion 

Oe I0 Mar0h 1931 Viceroy lrin wrot6; f «w lm [O.ad bf] 
0ople of day»ago atd told him that, if be went on talking bv mt 

complete independent, although !kw w.lat lint, he woad 
gn tly pule and upset British opinion, which would naturally juanp 
to tle co lesion that his goal was the brel-p of the Empie, 

n his note on bis three hour-long loterview with Gdb o 
19 March 19J1, pH,W, Eeeron, then Hore Secretary of the 
goer.eat of tdia, recorded ; 

He [Gandhi] recogired the ditie/ties that would be 
undiluted resolution in favour of complete lode; qt tle 
Karachi Coogress [which was to met about one week afar] and 
by declaration that the Cong s would ge on fighting until tbey 
c.hie ved this, It seemed to me that le himself la made ult ntd 
toe ta a cowrie of thds kind a tot take ad tat th 4ital 
resolto of hd stature would be geified by spec 

Cruse 2 of the Gandhi Irwin it of $ Murel 1931 %was, 

indeeds couplete repudiation of the Labore resolution on indope p 

Se, with his 'usual resouroefuloes' (to quote Sitaratayye 
dusk, be fed the Karachi Cong tht met toward th ed of 
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4eh, re openigseten of'tbe resolutlo the 
ably drafted by Casdhip1," for adoption by the Co 
the Gandhi Irwin agreement which negated tbe de od for 
roe and then made it clear that the Congregol of 

puma araj (ooplete independence) remains istet. Wile 
anonoipg that th Cosgrei delegation to the Road Table Cafe­ 
renee will work for this goal, it authorized the delegation to 
ae ry adjustments. Pre lteg at the Cog 1, Va.lbh bbl 
Ratel, one of Gandhi's chief lieutenants, dechred ; 

wrp l%dependence doe ot en, was sot intended to 
chrlih refusal to associate with Britain or any other por 
tftei is to reach her independence through consul.tie ad 

mt, It is re onablie to suppose that there will be British 
ssociation • I believe that Gad hiji' eleven points toes tb 

bstoe of Swarey4 
Addressing the Federal Structure Committee of'the Rouad fble 

Cofere de ii London on 1 September 1931, Gd.hi, the sol 
of the Congress at the Conference, said that he apired 

te be citizen.. in 8 Conortwealth" ad wted "e ldio 
able partnership" between India and Britain. He also red 
the ple ary session of the Confere ce that it i friendship be orwed 
for, tbt "ry business is not to throw overboard the slave- bolder 
and trant and that Id ot wt to beak th bond b preen 
hoglad sod lodlu, 

Te burden of Gandhi' song before, during od fer th second 
Round Table Conference was tbat he wanted with 
partnership wish Britain on bolutely equal term,» Te following 
my help one to understand Gandhi's phrase equal partnership in 
the British Cormonwealt}. " He was asked at a meeting of Jedi 
stdent in London o 13 0lob 1934; 

po you envisages Viceroy when you speak of an independe t 

Jedi " 
Gandhi replied ; 
whether the Viceroy rm ins is a question to be decided by 

both the parties, Spe king for ryself, I cannot concelv Viceroy 
re dining. But I can conceive a British Agent rerainimg tbere 
there world beo may interests which the Beitlsh have bu.gt 

, . • 
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into belg there which I ptolly do not seek to de troy4.d ii 
order to tepr at those i«tee« ts ad if tere halon any0l 
ting of perish troops nd offleen, I could sot possibly ay, No, 
there will got bes gritid Agent' A4 since there re ale th 
Prim« Ioaatot vouchsafe for what the Prices rift do 
ad,ti lore,dot rpeet slue ender tl eke !la le bf 
le wt bee Beth Agent then»wle there ls alle leers or 
a Gorr Ger4,MT 

Thi ws Gadhl's conception of a ladependent [die«n ladi 
where 9ih interests wold resale entrenched, where " ny 

fBeih troops td officers' wouldst.y or, dwere% 
citih Ag t, wbetter ea.led« Viceroy or a Governor-General," 
world A ldepend et bdia of th kbd we. le golf 
tie top leadership of tl Conner both before ad after Lahore, 

puring • interview oa 1 April 1939 to Guy Wit, Beitld 
journalist, later attached to the Eterpal Afir Depart.et in 
New Def, Oadhi al4 ; 
e eot become an utterly independent nation.frogs in tb 

well-dolwt the wroth of the friendship of the world, Ad 
if we od beore partner on equal terr f at tl b. 
Bettle perprg to be perewe 

ltw.the htma' sophistry alone tbat could deserib truly 
indeperde t nations4 frog in th well," What does partnership 
o eqoalter, hon of' eaoad, 1eaparter.hip betwee 
Britain, % leadiog imperialist country, and an adia impoverished 
da.by ally backward, economically, socially , til itril4 et¢ 

The theory of 'partnership on eqal terms within the Beitib 
Empire or C twealth w tot God his original contribution; 
hew boing Bridsh irperiairs who invented it to attract coll 
bortor Cora ating on it, A Programme for the ladin Nutiod 
Coor a, which ws drawn p by M.NRey and approved by th 
Coron.let later national sod which first appeared in Roy's Adee 
G dofI Do@ember sy22, stated; 
fhe theory of equal partoerhip in the British Commonwealth 

i betided verion of imperialism, Oly th pper cla of our 
toiletry lady coo.latio in it, because the motive betisd th 
tbeery i tore the upport of the native lade w lag dad pi 



al eooori ad politic l 
tbes arior partnership in the epoitation of the cot tr, 

la My 1939, Gndbi aid to the Ne York Ties t, 
Seel t 

pt [independence] need sot be diff ereat fro Dos.iron Std.. 
firitih stteen feel it convenient to use tbe word Dosinion 

bout lndi rather tbs any other in order to tht 
honourable agreement, I will pot quarrel." 
a» zoo«ohs 
,ten pwp per interviewer are toge in eve in 

1930,led the oft.quoted expression rubs of br epee.' 
I told him that I should be satisfied with the sub4tao, lostend of 
te fleeting thdow, of independence. Similarly, I bad said tea 
friend tat, if Doi inion Status wt offered, I should take it od 
expect to carry Jodi with ee 

When the Mountbatten Pia based on partition of_lodis on 
ot al lines and dominion tat for tbe two pew d plan 
tbe outline of which bad been drawn up b VP4ode ad 
Vlabhbbai Patel in lute December 1946 or early Jentry 1947 
wt fo lly accepted, Gandhi, lilee Winston Chore.bl14' wt 
happy, He told Mountbatten that even daring the war he bad 
erpn dhimself not being gist it [dominion tt],d sent 

the Viroy s cutting from #Hanifan as evidence." 
It y seem that, in order to prove or contention th. l.dis 

independence wis merer the goal of the Congre leade hip, we bve 
given disproportionate importance to Ga.dhi viewed ts. 

Bat what may appear as diproportionate erphair place d on them 
is, indeed, proportionate to the role he played in Coogre polit ies 
ft w Gandhi who, prodded by Hore Rule Legers, gs cal 
for al fdia hartal ass mak of protest against tbe Rowlett Act 
without consulting the Congress or the Hore Rule Lege, All the 
instructions he isued ad the decision for withdrawal of tbe 
tanrha were entirely bi ow, It wg Gdhi who 
the non co-operation movement on I Agust 1920 tbe b per 
of the Kbil fat Committee without witiog for the decision of the 
Copgr s which was to meet at « special in the fat week of 
tbe net month, f0ugh the Congress progre of no+o-0pera 
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tier i loded boycott of British goods, Gandhi never deootn­ 
ting it, opt boycott of fordlg cloth, Similarly, be openly com­ 

tbe independence » ution dopted at tbe 1927 Cage 
• Gd hi insisted on_the strict observance of dis ipline by 

tlu as bot he was pot bound by it, 
ya resolution moved by Gandhi hirself, tbe Ahr dabad 

of the Cop.gr as, held at the end of 1921, ppointed bin tbe 
tole otiv tbority of the Congest e Al , tbe Co 1gr 

Working Committee, meeting at Ahmedabad in February 1930, 
authoried Gandhi sod others believing in nor-violence assn article 
of faith to start Civil Disobedience as and wban they decided, ft 
was Gandhi-not the Congress president--who held tall with 
ye roy lrwin in February and March 1934 pd signed as agreement 
wit him. And on 2 April 1931 be was nominated by tb Congress 
Worldng Corcittee s its sole delegate to the second Rod Table 
Cont Ia the Tripuri Congress ia 1939, after Subb4 Bose's 
election 4s Co r president defeating the nominee of Gandhi and 
tbe other top leaden U. P.'% Prim Minister, G, B. Pb¢, violating 
ll oontitutiol nor i, moved% resolution requiring the president 
to constitute the Working Committee in accordance with Gadfs 
wishes The Rmgarh Congress, held in March 1940, transferred all 
power to hie with complete discretion to act when and ts h aw 
fit. Sig ifeatly, as soon a World War II started, G D Birla 
wt.ed Gd bi to be de "be sole plenipotentiary of tbe 

On 10 Septe ber 139, Msbdev Desai , Gandhi'i sere­ 
tty, t red Bir that he had "mentioned to Valabhbhad tel] 
your sage tion about making Bapu the sole plenipote tiry.y, 
fallabhbbai] said there would be no difficulty_r 're 

was the leader in whom the lodian big bourge isle reposed 
complete flth until about the mid forties, 

Gdi was virtually the dictator of tbe Congrats or, to se 
Jr.hells expression, it "per pent rper-President fe 
de nd urd pr dents, Jawsbrlad wrote t/st at the tire when 
Ge dhd thrust the president«hip of the Krebi Congress on 
Valabbbai Ptel, it w pointed out to the mahatma bat be 
wanted to be NM olini all the time wbile otbers were made by him 
tempo ry ling sod fgurebee. 
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Oee should sot same that other top leader, icledies Jaw.r 
bad, diagreud wit tbe rahatr on tis isue, e bye ready 
quoted from Valubhbtai Putel presidential address to tbe archi 
eion of the Coegret in March 193, Retenrleg to or 
speecbt of kjagopalcbri", Jwhalal wrote to G.di on 
4 February 1940 that these talked too compromisingly of De l lot 
Status end the li er A% article in Nehru's Natt0eat Herald of 
7A0gt 1940, of which, Patel suspected, tbe Corgrot cha lit 
leader Narepdn Dee was the author, said that the Co gres "tilt 
tulle about complete ladepe dence, but only a kettle.el 
short the Working Committee is prepared to ootvent fdi into 
docile colooy of tbe Empire_n 

It is true that Nehru appears from many of bit popular writi 
a an compromising at-imperialist cruder. Ai we shall see, ff 
wodd w@g to confuse Mel' pNie state w.lrh At tan tad, 
his words with bi« de s. Words, especially Nehru s words, ate often 
very deceptive, Gapdhi often felt it pessary to warp people git 
ting Nehru4 words seriously, He would asure people that 

«_though Jawbrlal ls extreme le hi pre entation of hi 
methods, he is sober in ttiu er And 

pt corr ist views seed pot, therefore, frighten nyom%rs 
Aad 
fhral explosion is not s frightening a it see from tb 

fret, He had a right to let off steam, which he bas eerie 
ftiak he has coled dorn rd A8d 

Let this be made clear that there is no real difference between 
wa barlal and me. Our language often differs bet we arrive at the 
st col uion, And 
.Jawabar lad will be my ooessor. He say% whatever is 

uppermost in his rind, but he always does what f watt 
Even in his public utterances, Jawahrlal was rather ambivalent 

le an article in Te Re»le of Nauto (Gere va), Jnary 1927, 
Nehru wrote; ".¢ settlement short of complete elf-rule if 
solve th problem, Th%t self rule may mean complete indepe 
or It may mean what is called Doala ion SM#tu," 

In bis circular letter of 3 May 1928 to the m nber of th Ce 
re Working Committee, hawa.bat lal stated that "bt.at.iel or 
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rent"had bet reached ie the past with large nrot' orgoi 
mt lorn in the country, for letoe, the All India Liberal Feder tion, 
the lore Rule Legat, the Southern lndi Lib ml Fe the 

1Lied Lege....geferries to tbe constitution tbt th 
Nebr Committee (of wbieh he wa secretary) w preprlog, he 
oped to devises sos ble plan which provi de for alt 
with the of most of the organ • ti soy 
noted tkt mot oft orgaftiops were loygit ; the very for 
tion of the Liberal Federtio had been it@geed by Se retry of 
State ontgu 4nd one of the co-tutbors of the Nehru Corrittu 
Report, the iberl leader Sapr, bed been a member of the Vie roy' 
Eke ilve Co cil, who hd declared; f ct say with pride tbat it 
ry country that rakes tbe Empire imperiago teen without 
going through the Nehru Corrittee Report, the prod'pet of their 
joint labour, one can ges the iod of reasonable pl" tat 
Jwa.brel expected to devise with the t sod active particiy 
don of eeh people, sere of wborn, cg ell to him, were part 
oft Government itee 

0e 22May [928, when Jawabarial was aled by tbe pre wbe. 
ther he gr ed with edit 4otilal tbat dorieion stat w wel co 
he reptied ft is knotty question, sod I cannot day Yes or N6, 
ft the Jwbrtad who had m ved the resoletio o cot. 
plete independence at the Madras Congrer only few month 

Sioifeatly, writing to Annie Besant on 30 Sept 1928, 
Motil ] id that he bad no fear from Jawaharlal sod hit group, for 
in pie of h rglog tearing propgand ia favour of oaplee 
independence hwhr i sparing no pains to make the All ti 

00tplete doe 
wHe come ndiog the Nebr Committee Report at the Ck itt 

Ce1gr at tbe end or 1928, Jawaharlal supported at th me 
breath the derand for cot plete lodeperdepoe, AS opal writes, 
togged both a desire to fi d common grot d and 
wttiogret to fee both way4,w gels lgwed the Delhi Mnfee 
to of2 November 1929, 
rd Thorp%on, whow sen +wht close to Jaw.barlaLw 

mot wee g when he wrote in New trolel of 2 Jarry 19.3 



gay re ling of ls ehur.rt, Nebr le not pri wily tatere 
tad in staling Jedi indepx det' of the Bepit8."44 

de d, Jawablalwsooda sat-imperialist%seed lit, 
Durig his fret lterview with Viceroy Mot tbattt o 2 Mae 
I947, Nehru said tbt, batell y, "tley cdld mot wot brel as 
tweeds, and be 'ome fen of too aloe% 
Neb aves direst implietioa that they wonted tty it bat 
o t4oriel stater t that they intended too out. Ats meeting 
with the Vieeroy end bl staff on 10 4Ay, Nehru %aid tbet be pl%. 

elf rot 4riots, prt fro st ire.ptal re ions, to be th 
olo t poniie relations with the British Comonwealth..,He did 
not inted to talk about 'Do iion St.tu' only bee of the 

may pilots. He wanted to prepare tbe ground,Alier, 
lctiog to tbe British cabinet the desire of Nebr and Patel 

fora form of early Dominion Stats (but aoder a more suitable 
name)"Mountbatten hailed this develop vents the gr test oppor­ 
twoily ever offered to the Empire.' fa the record of his interview 
with Krishna Menon [Nehru emissary) o23My, Parliamentary 
Under-Secretary of State for ledia ad Burma Hende o oted: ] 
ired the impression that those for whom be speaks re desperately 
trios to maintain the elonet possible nexus with tbe United King­ 
don. He rther plaintively stated that they would be bard pee d 
by their own follower as having sold out to the Brit 

0a 23 May British Prime Minister Attlee wired to tbe Doria ion 
Plme Mialter 

fey [the Congress leaders] aid that though in order to secure 
anent of their party, they would bave publicly to tree feet that if 
is ibereat in Dominion status that Dorialon $#n fro 
Cornrow.ehth whoever it wishes, in their vies Hier tan add 
not tt l ately leave the Commonwealth, once DoriiopS bad 
be accepted. 

sust emphasize tbe peed for extreme eorooy on this ster 
if it bet lows that Congress lead«ts bad ri ly 

this idea, the potbllity of their blog able to blog their 
party round to it would be serious[ly] jeopardize4,e 

The into«fer of power on tbe basis of dor inion tat4, l de d, 
matied th ooation and ful l/rent of tbe bistori melon of 



the Coin@ st leadership, just s it marked the c nsurm tion sod 
fut ta at of Brita#r's mission in India,9 wether d delon tutti 
or m amber.hip of the Cocotwea.lth is as good ts independence i 
a quitiod that will be discoed later, Here we my note that the 
Labore resolution on 'complete indepe denoe', rejecting domioiod tt, was device, ploy, of the leadership to sustain the ilh lions 
of the festive people ad perhaps of eared itorin % its 

ft is torpor tent that one should distinguish betw mo the goad of 
te Cgrte leadership ad tbe goal of the vest en abe of pe ple 
wtpported there, there was$ ¢flit beta n the atplrtions 
of the for r - the same as the aspirations of the big bourgeoisie and 
ladlo d and those of tbe people. Bat the political polari zation of 
the clns 4 could sot take place because of the ideological ad poiti­ 
et in aturity of' tbe Cortist Prty, By flaunting the ti. 

colonial banner at times and by raining vidiots of tbe Ac a pa 
or of' the Socialist raj (us Nehru did), the leadership could fwy the 
elves which were ie fdmental confiet with iperill . el 
it with it do tie props. the big bourgeoisie and big handle rd. 
Gad ti, the Congr '% ran of destiny, could play astonbshidgly well 
what Bdgar Snow called the dual role of saint for the rates and 
champion of big business, which was the secret of Odh' 
we 
2 'Te Circle of Unity' 

int peril re 

It is often ssumed that the leadership of the Congr aimed at 
bu~ding an ant-imperialist natiooe front of all classes of tbe bi dla 
people to achieve India« freedom ;and that they were 9posed to 
cl war for fer tbt ht would split te united front tbe raj, 

The qui ition is ; W'h re the people } Sp« king of Chi la 
Jue 1949, Mo Tsetng said; At tbe pre t tge in Ca, thy 
are the working els, the peasantry, tbe urban petty bourgeoisie ad 
tbe patio.l creole At tbe tag of tbe nti-imperialist r 
crtie revolution,ben the bai contritions re beta th 

pl o th one hdsd imperill r d tedeli on th other . - . 
the feudal ed the comprsdor big the all of 
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in the pet lot (or nations} there is what Fernando He rrique Cardono 
" es.led the ant-ntion,' It is the feudal elements and th comp do 

bourgeoisie tbat cootitute tbe 'anti-nation' at the stage of tb 
ta.load Liberation struggle, Tb country coot be liberated from 
the yoke of imperialism without siltanoply overthrowing their 
dosed cles, Defence of the interests of the latter dots to 
defence of the laterests of imperialism, for their interests re tied, 

Which closes did tbe Coogr leaderbip consider its friends 
ad which clues its enemies? Sp king at s meting of the Feder 
Stn ture Cor mitten of tbe secood Round Table Conference, 
Gndbi declared tbat tbe Congress "clAirs to repre t all ldias 
late .d all cl4et. But_if tare is genuine real cl4h_I 

+ Core eve no hesitation in saying on behalf of the Ce 2gr zss that tbe 

Cong will sacrifice very interest for the sake of these dumb 
mi.diops It ii, therefore, tily pe ant organization, and it 
becoming so progt 
itere of all tbe 

ivwl Gaodhi seemed to same that the 
could be reconciled nd tbat, in ordinary 

wt no genuine real clash" between tbem 
flowver, be was ever eloqu it on bis ts well te Cogr »'i 
olleltsde for the interests of the ducnb mi~lion, Jwa.harlal, 

ofe d tal l it, was even more eloquent ad often wrote pd 

lectured on th peed for%socialist transformation of society but 

pee full, without violence, withouts revolutionary struggle, wit 
out ten. Rbetori often hides gly sores of reality, Wbt wus the 
ea.lit bout the class character of ti Corgre 

¥be Congress, which was an pper cl on it lop vet~l 1920, 
Adopted mew constitution At its Nagpur seion at tbe end of the 

ear to reorganize itself, Gandhi, one of the most rate men of bis 
tire, could realie, particularly After the experience of the Rowlatt 
tygr.h. sd of the growing discontent sod miitey of tbe 
people, that4 reorganization of tbe Congress was the demaod of tbe 
w situ t ion, which sered quite explorve, The time when adias 
political elite bike the Gokbales and Mehtas and high offi cials of 
tbe fj bud woled ad sparred together in fi ne balun w.s 
0e, Tbe mases had intervened fpe old leadership, whie 
club to the constitutional method blame ad had few direct 
oot tact with the mes, filed st this critical hour ad bad to 
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yield place to new one, Tie oi l tiooal structure of tb 
Congre bad also to change to meet the chall enge of the times, o, 
on tb one bad, the ow coltut ion, that w feed,oght to 
broaden it base by dividing Bedtish fadi late twenty-one Cog 
poi er constituted sore or le on linguistic bis pd by 
authoriting provincial Cong committt to fonm district and 
lower level eoittees, At.mph were made te build wel4it 
on iation on s hierarchical basis, tht would send its roots into 
the villa.e, for-sod (twenty.Ave poise) membership was 
itr du d,aod in Marek 1924 a drive was leach d to recruit ten 
l ion rod raises fund of ten million in three north' 
tie, Oa the other hand, the pew constitution made s major 
lovti b rovidie for s working corrittee, th 
4per of the Congress pyramid, which, Gandhi wrote, i to the 
Cogr what a Cabinet is to Prlisent.« fhe Nagpur 
otittion laitieds pro s of concentration of all organizational 
power in tbe hands oft mall coterie rod Gandhi, d 
le oracy wit.bin th Congress wa formal wbile wbat prevailed 
the rule of a coterie 

lrgurtits the asual session of tbe FTC in A pell 1931, 
Gd hi urged the buipenmen to take the Congress your own std 
we world wilt iaiy surrender the reins to yo% Much bet'ore 
Ga.df' open appeal to then, the big capitalists were controlling 
to«great extent the reins of the Congress through Gandhi sod bis 
tn sued l ieutenants, Speaking ie Bombay in July 1923,M R. Jya.kar, 
once prominent Congress d Swrjit leader of M harashtr, 
id; The itera control of politics in Gandhi' time is often 
red through the influence of wealth and patronage and% 
0oeity le th Deccanis which can bot of no commercial 

guites li e the Tats, Birlas and Kasturbhais, cannot possibly 
control poitie fros the ieide, The lafluere tht ·uh pen, by 
their patronage and capacity t finance, wield over political move­ 
ft pay tot be obvious, It is pone the less real," 

Even when Gandhi was experioentiog with truth in South Africa 
the lndin big bourgeoisie found is him the me they were looking 
for, Huge funds were placed at his disposal by Indian businc 

es es well as feudals like the Ninam of Hdevba' Flee 
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tlei ere forged between tbe ad Gadhi. Hi alrai di t 

political, social, moral ad spiritual-were fed 
by ther, Chief song his may benefactors, Gujarat ad 
Marwietht, were Arbalal Sarbhai, halal haj j ad 0. D 
9ht, As Mhadev Desi, OdH' secretary, wrote, Bajaj, a mer­ 
chant prince', ad rendered hiretf Gndhiji% k maulugda 
[wt ff rent tileh cow As early as July 124 the 

htra aclrorwled d 0.D, Birt a one of his mentors, wloin God 
had given hie. Sarofii Nida remarked that it Bir' 

million t keep Gandhi poor. The entire expenses of di% 
a.hr,tieh amounted approximately to one bedred th d 
rupees in tbe early forties, were borne by the Biris brother.I I 4 
letter to Mabdev Desi, Gandhi's secretary, dated 31 Aget 193$ 
0,p, girl ased Gadhi that be teed tot keep any load o his 
mind concerning fo#nee, Se long as I can pay, he cad alwy 

depe d on me to do anything that be desires.n The mahatma w 

quite candid in this respect. Asking Rameshwardat Bila, 0. D 
Birla's elder brother, to send him about Rs, I,$0,000 for different 
purp Gandhi assured him that if I don't get the amount, f will 
et angry neither with God pot with you. have never struck the 
branch of the tree under which I have taken helter and God 
willing, f am not going to do that in my tifetime," 

To qote B. Chatterji, Oandhi (and the right wingers' in the 

Congress) was regarded by Bila as 'his ma not because Gandhi ws 
the capitalists henchasp' or tool' tt Benthall once described bim. 
benthal Diary IO April 1916, Benthall Ms. '), but because the 
poetical ad ideological limits to his politics were eminently suited 
to the objective interests of the capitalists,"" 

While with bis ashrams, at ascetic's garb and incessant outpouring 
of religious sad ethical sermons, Gandhi had charisma fat Hindus, 

especially caste Hindus, Birls had wealth. The two combined to 
forms unique association," As Birla has aptly described his rel4­ 
tiooship with his "Bp". 

The entire Congress machinery as well as Gandhi's other otgoi­ 
a.tlorn rs with the funds provided by the big bourgeolsle,'4 Witleg 
of Vll bbbbi Patel, Ondhi'% organization man in the Congress, 
8 G, Goltle writes ; "Much of hi work After 193$ we dore 
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behind the es, in cot itte toot d 4mi.f 
s 

He selected hi mer well,ad the it position of idtbrit 
std c trol in homo sf the provi w1 • 

Thi w rode pot bl by the croon von fuod placed by the big 
bourgeld the digoal of Gandhi ad %et. According top,V, 
Tho kr, a biographer of Vall%b bbai ftel, 
angle funds ad ftel aw to it tbat it h4 of 
fer er h fdldp wtth th butler ty wrltehr lit 
co-operated with ht." In interview with G. D. Birt, th batter 
id to him: May s tire be [Patel] utilized try belp as money. 
I vondget telegrit .when I rived he woad tell re wt Ibd 
to de litaiy, the qetion of election word cone t,1 
Ve weel no l, perhaps sot unjustly, that Patel w strongly 
ine ired by the capithit d lives in the pocket of one of then, 
0. D. Bitla 

Not on or rat bet au«""" 'oto 
had al pleat relationship with the big bourgeois, tho agh the 

they erjoyed were certainly sot equally generous. Rajedr 
Fred teleowledged bow be rs benefi ted by oh relonalg," 
$. opl writes tat the Birl frill y provided firty stet.at lat 
monthly alle es to any le ding t ft world be 
to if thoe who paid the piper called tbe tune, By hi el6e 
st ition with say mllowrersad setl such as hara.la] B jj , 
Asbell Sb.hi ad Gbarhyadas i rd ad othen, writes Rani 
Dbvn Sharda, "the Mahatma gained« facial st gth 
without wlie.h Coo politics could roely be carried on sand 
which was go le ital th the strength which th tied from bin rao 

Signifietly, is April 1929 Ondhi ws writing to 0. D, Birla ; 
Do try to collect contributions fro the il lowr rs. ...Ahead ay 
r may mot gal, bat the rill are certainly staking enon us profit 
even Wadia bas ditted, If oil'y tle mdll ttlery can 
bereft still furtlr . Tire alone will convince then 

The front that the Co leadership wasted to build included 
lso the landlords and princes. Tbe 1923 if'est of tie $we; 
Party, which emerged ass wing of tbe Congress and was entrusted 
from about tbe end of 1924 with th jot of ruing the Co«gee 

7 



the ladle nd4 tbt, only by er lag the true 
of both the landlord ad tenants, ft cold ids solid 

be for Saraf The alto de l red that the party 
pc lbly dream of such r t to the very 

fou du tio of oisty as it bat cited for h dred of year by 
trying to lir fate an important d infew tisl cl fros ie 
Not to list th "ta tion of [the] socliety alt b ear i t d 
for hdred of yes., bet to protect tier w th policy of the 

Supplementary Report of the Nehru Con sitter erred 
that Al l titles to private and pe nooal 

property lrfdi sqq.ired and enjoyed at th est.ablind ot of the 
th[tbe hth of lie which sight en e 

if the British agreed to made re tbe Nehru lutioo Jr be neby 
urte About the prim s, the Repet of the Nehru 
Cocitoe, of which Jaws.bl Nebr w s co-at'bot, toted t 
.we have provided () al tn ties de tbe Best [di 

Ce gory std the odi St sad all eh tr ties, 
so firs they are in force st the of this Act, bl 

a"" »n a 
a ii tbe ire right io relation to, tad is barge the dare 

obligatio a4 towards, the India Stte as the Gove totent of ldi 
tend disc hanged previous to the pa.log of this Act, 

The Report erplicitly pointed oat; Se long a this chretu ritie 
feature of personal rule does not urdergo material chge the 

'Indian State' tat be taken to me 'the individual 
ruling price of the State ct¢erred4db reference to the 
at'tr of the administration« Th Supplementary Report said ; 
ge 4hold lie to male it clear that we do not de de ny 

r scbrent pons the rights of tbe States.... We stated then 
[in the man Report] that if the lad'in States would be willing to 
join oh fdertlon [bet re British fad ia and the India States, 
after realizing tbe full implications of the federal ides, we shalt 
bertily welcome their decision and do all tbat lie in our power to 
ecre to tberm the full enjoyment of their rights and privilege.. 
tie rihieous igotion which we entirely repudiate that there 
ls y cbtre ii cote iplation by which the Priers are to be 
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pMot is, of . to the legiltren of the 

or venomot 
Th re elution on Fudr» a kibts, adopted 

at the Karachi Cong , did not call for the abolitiog of feudal 
landlord.in hike zoiodari or sarulent of at let 4 portion f tie 

+ debt. Nor did it uphold the work right to 
trike. An propose which did sot iold the 

dooentie reforms bas been extolled by many iooh ding 
De, who deuribes it the Cong« rt political, 

ad prognt vie of for the fut te," 

Cr ionly eao h, le hold that tbogh the Karachi Cogr fa d 
it.elf sable to de ad bolitie of the large estate of the 
wi-fl dat ladlo rd4, yet it al ti iatr tion af the 
wall'eel d ocleldt ired predocpi.gt la the Coar 

(es 

A nriag rid, Gad bi aid, 
Te Karachi resolution (oe Fu du tad ight, which 

private property a inviolable] an be altered only 
brr a opens.lo of th oat Ce ogre t, but let ure you tb 
f hull be o ptty to dipo in the propertied of their 
private property witbut jet ore. I its world. fer tl 
6-option ad coordination of pi tal pd labour #ad of lad. 
led .d tie.t, Te Ra.oaf%.a of y dr r er. t.b 
rights alike of prinoe nd paper. You tty be sure that Ill 
tho the wbole weight of my ifl ce in preventing ela w 
He [Jawaharlat Nebru] dos talk of nationalization of 

property, but it seed aot frighten yo. 
iellar assurances were give by God hi on many 

ode.lo. There was a.lo pore on why the indar should 
feel frightened by Neb's rhetorie, It is true that it wst bi style 
to rake public proooerept of'% quite radleal char.ctr,and 
there lay the secret of his appeal to the progr assie youth and 

intelligentsia. As Gopal writes, he proved to be "the bet shield.of 
the Congress against left-wing rops and organiztlo rt 
mde him s most valued comrade of Gandhi Nehru'% prier 
st.ads wel his deeds were lwys re%ring. He wrote to% 
lad lord of Lttar Pradesh that bis views in favour of the Abadtl . . . . . . . . 
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of tre tisdai ysue hv no appli tion to pre et du, plit ie, 
di y event the ea.g is sot coeltted t te le 
He told H,w,£ mot, lore Seer tary, Govrote t of hodi, 
that be to buy them [tbe landlords] ot rather th coif 
oat their and even this only wbe the Congrest pint on. 
co titutlocally into power send not s the result of 
rev&e 

Sp ling at of tbe Feder Stn tu.e 

Round Table Conference, Gandhi aid Eve 
C&gt bas voared to serve the i 
refraining fro y liter ferene it their 

itee of tle 
p to ow th 
of l%di by 

id i terl 
add ewe At of the Quaker in Lon dent, Ga.dli 
stated; fpere is s Ste People Conference and #tin held bar 
wwder my iron rule. e been he.l thur bock.f lee «led 
them to be satisfied with their present pouritlo,""" 

Neu wrote to th Marja of Alot fer the M.j 's 
army bad fred on vil lage in April 146; 

erpre is ho qu atlo in y id of treating the rulers of th 
States pe fltous and negligible or, as yo say, with anything 
approaching fur fully awre of the part many of their 
o tor bve plyd in fsdin history, The tr iti are 
part of our national heritage.. The Princes today and eve fort a0 

tomorrow will hve tbe doors of opportunities tbrown open to the 

lo play uch prt s they art capable of in the ew Iodi, le let 
our approach b bee« friedy ore to all rulers sch,4 

Ins of 8 My 1946 to a meting on 'Farid.lot Day" 
Neb stated· rge bave.aid that we res so ill to th rulers a 
$u0, 0do ar a. wt r¢ 0000074, they f 00tin0¢ % 

co stitutonal heads, 
The Congress leder wooed the prices knowing full well that 

they were, to quote the mahatma, puppets created or tolerated 
for the pkeep sad the prestige of the British power.as Nebr 
Approvingly quoted RuAhbrook Williams who wrote in 1930 Te 
situation of thee feudatory states, checkerboarding all India as 

they de, are#great safeguard. It is Like establishing a vst networl 
of friendly fortresses in debatable territory. It would be if eult 
for age mal rebellion tgalost tbe British to sweep ledis be ne 
of this network of powerful, loyal native states r 
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deers is.ig Nehru a : ••••• • 
jot a thy 

ft w one of the tl of t Cog 
totry to r pla iv ri 
to prevent worker' strikes fro 
that during the non-co-ope aation days, wbet p aunt struggles bad 
bole out in Awad.h (for ly Oudh) indep de Aly of Any 
Congr inflow ice, Jaw hrlal' "attitude informal 
collabortioe with tbe Govert pt i the oft.ad 
order....tbe Goverr [wt] all the more amie that tbe 

l with men like G di mt should leadership of thie rove 
ad Jawsbrat, 

fa November 1921, the district political conference held with 
Jaw.bral as president in le Bareli, ore of the ttrei of 

tniggle tgaiest the rapacious le4lode nd the colonial 
ate, Adopted i resolution dvising the tenants, who were being 
driver oat of their land by lad lords, to live is barony throng h 

goodwil l ad smpthy," Ad the tbat 
alt he sh the recent Reat Act bas mode tbelr poaftio ore, itl t 
they should pientty bear all trouble, pay their rent direrp the 
lfre of the country[sie I]in vie o Nehru went on prechirig 
the of rider-pe t unity when hiders were 

evicting peasants from their land ors hare sole, 

In April 1931, when the economic depression hit the peasants 
Nehru in an "Appeal to the kle of Allahabad itiet, 

led tbe to essember, whether the latte t you oirt 
not, you will not ill treat them., ,I hope tht our rinds brothers 
wil l not be harsh, will yrpethie with the li ad try to 

an agrerdent with the, 
When, deplte the efforts of the Congress leaders to foll grri 

trgle, the pent were on the wr-path, th Congress lender 
ieeludi Neh Aid sot heitte to do their bet to isolate ad 

then « ...,. __ 
The intere ts of aiodar and other landlord were dear to 

the Congr leaders, though leAdes like Nebr might indulge in 
denunclatio is of then to pre ve their eftit it gt 

ven the Fairpur Congress, held under the presidency ·f Nehru ir 
1936, did not iclade the bolitioi of feudal ledlordim 

as o of the item of it despite th tiff $ght put 
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up by the Kir n Sabha leaders tile Sarni Sa.haja.sands. ft w.is the 
Cores election manfesto of' ate 194 that, foit the fliest ti, 
poke of the Abolition of ioterediaries between the State id the 
pants on parent of egutta.bl coperatlo to then. It may be 
noted that several years earlier the Bengal Lad Revenue Comp 

lon, set up by th Be 1gl Government le Nov 1beer 1938$, d 
rcomt bded the abolition of the Zarindari system. 

+ 

It is quite signifieat that the Coore leadership wasted tat 
this united front of tbe be tgeoii e, big landlords and 
prices should include British capita.lits in India, Writing it 
Youn Ida of 2$ f 92$, Gd bi sled Sardar Jog des Singh 
not [to] entertain ay fer of Englishmen being er :laded fros 
the ctnele of entry" 

[n Nor 1924, when Jaw.halal was geed er ary 
of th Cong«sit, it coved an lPrties Cofer e in Be by, 
wbib adopted Gandhi's rolotion appointing a m lie 

he the best y of rt all po.leiead rtl l 
the la Natkcal Cores ad to prepare a scheme of waraj, 
hsclud ipg the solution of Hied-Muir and like qw ions is their 
political .." Ai part of te resolution it w propo 
by Gandhi that several dew.a bharr and knight, 'Liberal', 
Swarr ad no- Swujist Cong aten, Hindu Mb bbaite 
.ad Muslim Leaguers, the pr idept of tbe Europe sun A 
as tit of British capitalists i fadia, and the president of tie 
Anglo-India A.oclation and so on should form the oon titted 

prepare a sc.here of wrj,tog other thing4. Nat only 
Indian dew babadun and knights but also representative of 
Beitih expatriate pita were invited by the Congress "to prepure, 

4here of wraj$pd to sit in the re-organization of tbe 
Corre 

le an interview to Te State.a on I May 192$, Gad.bi said; 
Europeans ray well co-operate, on the internal [Gandhi' 

cont votive progrrp ] as well a on the exteroad side [the 
progrme in the legislatures repre ted by tbe Swnj Party. 
A t rd the etrpal side, if they are sel fed that we me wt 
wt say that we have ablely o desire en if we cold, to derive 
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o e Al6l, or te end el Bell oeetlo, they hake 
tee tel born c-operator, but on--co- 

with me s preity ; but Ia waitiig for the 
opportunity whe I ea declare tbut I wil l gain becomes berty -· Invited to% of tbe European Aooel 'on held on 
24 Jf 192$ t th Grad Hotel, Calcutta, Cndhi stated; 
fa dying to croperate... Te derttlei of Bland ad Inda 

lee be throw together ed hare bee ton together for good 

pwpo, by, the serMee of lty, and I personally never 
tails the opportunity off derstadig the European viewpoint. 
ft i tlat rood tht t Approach you this evening ad you 

0 $ Mreh 1931, the day he signed his past with trwis, 
Oadhi issued« lengthy statrent to the pres, in which he said 

et «would tile to make s similar appeal to the Eaglish, If 
dial to Goe to her ow through confereee ad eotat6o, th 
oosdtl l ad cthne help of Eglien are absolutely eer," 

Gandhi concluded bis address to the annual of tbe 
CCI in Api! 1934 with a similar sppeal to aglishmen for 
do-op tation. While reminding then of 'tbe ervices rendered to 
the Congress in th past by distinguished Englishmen and worn," 
he claimed that the Congress elks to repre ent ll Ad hoped 
that, with tle greater cor operation of bdta bales.en ad of the 
bglil,ettl dlobedunce may not hare to be rear 

So, after withdrawing the civil disobedience move ent, Gandhi 
was stoiou to abandon it for all time. It was through conferene 
ad consultation" nd co-operation with Englibren tbat be wsated 
to lead the Congress to its goal. 

Th front of all native nd foreign exploiters that the tp 
Congt i leaders sought to build up ws obviously a front aginst 
th people hie dub pillions for whom there w po dearth 
of solicitude in the speeches and writings of Congress leaders, 
epinlty Gandhi std Nehru. Only it would be hard to re ncle 
their iate rest with the interests ot the domestic and forelg shanks. 
That i why whenever the interests f the latter were challenged b 



tbe struggler of pe st ad workers, the sever 
t¢ co out in of tho inter«tr.Ail 

dow the struggles (More of this later), 
A report of Gandhi's interview on I Apel 1939 with Cy Wint, 

who bad bean sent by Sir George Schunter, a former r of tbe 
Vieeroy Exe rutiv Council, is quite reveling. In to Wint' 
get ions, which bad been br itted in sdvoe, Ga dbi -id tbt 
te revolt of [tbe] younger intelligentsia gA.int libel e no 
ager bode it w posing pbase, and ooofad t Colli , 
with whom it was pot bing tote thats temporary • 
As reg rd the Labour arest, Gandhiji said tbat he did sot dread 
it cl, fqr factory laboron were not more than 20 bulb. ' A¢ ding to him,the graria urret is% sch greater dager, bet 
f' the Cong retains nor-violence r A4 bond to be dictplt 4 We 
who believe in to-iolee are try cope wth , bet we nay 
fit And yet we are not going the wry of cl., But IA 
that yo have spotted the real danger. However it will oes if tbe 
Coogn oat prodoe the real type of workers for the village, 

Signifontly, to th mbatr, the revolt of tbe yoner inett 
entti liberalism, the labour unrest td the gr s 
um t'were ll anger, of which one w t be dreded more th 
the others. In the five pee-report of tbe interview, there is pot 

inghr word bout the appalli ng misery and oppn ion of th peasant 
rynd the worker by the colonial state, the laodlordsad fonei 
ad native business r4grates, Instead of seeking to remove the 
cue of agrarian unrest, Gadhi spoke of bi determinioa to 
cope with it'and getting it 'disciplined' with bis weapon of 'aotr 
violence'ad by puttiog the real type of workers in the villa 

The circle of unity' Gandhi sod his lieutenants oght to build 
clorly reflected their deterriration to preserve the social ystet 
bed on the cruelest violence, however rind And 

may sound the rhetoric of Nehru. In an article entitled pr prison 

and Pper" ie Nara j/re (Gujarat?) of 22 Maret 1931, dbl 

.4ti the dbrme of the poor pot to bear malice tor.td% tle 

rie. That their poverty is largely de to their own flt, their ow 
fil ing, ls sore thing that the poor should relive, 
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India wt t tbe en toads in tbe years after Wonk Wt I, Tw 
rods lay before it; one led tole freede the orbit 
of imp rile; the other to self.govern t within the imperial4t 
orbit kind of.coloil ttu tht would give it fal 

depede tee but bind it to irpeat wit toy 

thread risible d invii l d sale it de dent on the h Ni 'pt ' 

Tow.rd the end of World Wr I and in the yens, 
nett sept the th this sub continent Th trglet of workers 
d were bee king out in various re irrpelit 
, the li te ition of the rtlsury it oroed, tbe political oppres 
sion during the wrad the irp.at of the Noe«bet Revolution is 
ksin rited the orstiot barply ± wHeh f the two rod wood t + O 

die take? The oi the relative tre gth ad 
wea.kn of the ding cla force in odi, The pear ts, 

rtine ad fetory worker, who were tbe iost deprived, well 
the urb petty bourgeoisie, who bds cheerless pre ant d4 

future before then, felt the trge d struggled to be fire. 
Their stbod of strogle a well that of the national 

to overthrow imperialist rule w a combination of pew fl od son­ 
fl straggle, 

On th other band, the comprsd ors thrived during the war t tbe 
pere of the peopled sever before and earned bug pdelve 
profits Wpile seeing rosy vision of growth ad expalorn, which 
0a of tbe raj's pre lamatioms about reforss', the setting p of 
the India lndustria Com l ion 1916.$ ad its pitive 

tion4, et6 conjured tp, the big bor goi le sever tired 
of giving sickening expre ion to its loyalty to the raj, The path 
that they rd lodin to take w the path that led to colonial 
self«oven t, pendenoe and bell, 



The Britih imperialist wast, on the oo band, te ax atti 
at l nriaist tr es of tbe elating tort.snore ff 
friendly pd reliable Indian with the admhaitrtioe of' the 

by devolutions of' poser by toge to 
of those wbith were the props of colonial rule, to those who 
cold be epe led po to set a. ire title frot.red 
fegoard its vitat iten tr ; and, on the other hand, to nm the 
goveroet with powers of repre ion ad suppress with all 
rtblet ten those who cbale ged it rule, "la November 1916," 
T. writes, tbe Goverture t of India pat d a long re olutiot 
proposing s de faite gos] fr British polity--the of 
Brit.ah t6dis an integral part of the Bapire, with self-overoet" 

.doe steps toward attaining it, laelud lag 
representation in local government don proviail oe.id 
n ia tbe proportion of ldiat la the higher of the 
civit rvi&e, 0A 20 August 1917 the British Goe it prep red 
to it th situation that hd developed duriog the ward tbat 
was likely to develop further in th pot-war ye with% err 
Declaration of Palley, which, a flee Dutt b observed, b 
since been rgirded is the keystone of modern imperitit 
constitutional pollen Th Se ary of tte for hdir de ht ed 

re policy of Hi Majesty% Government...is that of the 
iaere ting aoclation af dis in every breach of the sdeioigtr 

tion and the gradual development of self governing institutions with 
a vies t the roreshe real ratio of report ble goner.ti 
de at an integral part of tle British Fplre. I would add that 
poser the policy a only b aehired by nl ages. 
The British Govern.sent ad the Government of India .mu be tbe 
j' afthe tire and measure of eh dvoe 

la 1917, % le bard imperialist like Lord Curo, a member of 
the British cabinet Ad farer Vleeroy of tad is, held tAt «f the 
Governent does tot take charge of the operation, son else 
wit..ad tbere may easily grow up a disaffection that would 

dang ou4, 
A we shall see, tbe 

described s the P.Cf 
tratey, which Bipan Chodra bas 

(Pressure CoprorieP e) strtgy, 
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w tie cot.trprt of tb Bish imperial trteg, t too waited 
t + tie pp fulend 
pat.di, tight devolution of power by # ire and helped' 
th' j toi od both ideologicall y sad polit illy the 

which C%hi repeatedly c tbe 
of vile etb wary ele ti" d the rabble 

h 192 Vie y Lrd lrwis also felt tbat the rea qt sio 
w%. wet.her all this tis lit tht ingrowing and 

can be aided along ir rial win odors get prt or ore 
ite rp itit li e Llke the rij, Ge4hi A.td i 
w to it tht 'flan tloall' was sot et zed 

into ptint lire As the i ten ts of imperialist capital sod 
th of cpl oleeed i tbe rain, there w or 

differt ce betwr their political objet tives in respect 
of the ftune of fdi. The political reptentative of the big 
comprdor bourge »ilie and it ally. the cl of'big le dk di 
hige d for politicu ea.labor«tie with the raj to ppr the 
uro./ le rats 4nd to obtain in lie of vice tote 
fro the raj- l on abiolutely ¢gal tee, is the 

with bis verbal wisdry put it repe tedly 

Gp,girts write that wher hew Viceroy. te Loe 
Lintithow in London on 2 fl y 1935, Linlhthgow told him that 
Ga4hi wold bve to choose betsen twe road"A road of 
peirronal contact, friendship and evolution through it or s bolder 
tip oldies ad disordeir pred over s prober of years 
which say glee liberty or may result in a setback," 8trla 
whesitatingly teplied then, like hm, Gard'ht dented aoletlo ad 
friendlfies. fHe prodcods copy of Guadhi letter to Agtlid 
Hrfi son as s proof. Gadhi sdvised him to eottle to exert 

yourself a you here been dot already 

' 
It is ally as ied that Gand bi entered the stage of lrdinor 

politic ad in.uported s ow rs-an rs of po a0ion to 
iberate India from the imperialist yoke ; tbat it marked s tarniog­ 
point,a cat plet departure fros the pt when the Cngt bad 
relied mainly on prayer and petitions to achieve its ends Nehru 
wrote in his oaoal, high. falutin style "Crea.hd in the dark miry 
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of the pre t, she [India] had tried to fd relief in 
d in vague dre of'the pt%sdtbet bet be 

[Gadhi] ease ind gave hope to her mid ind tre th to br 

• 
$ a ad i ch bettered beady, ad the furore 

T% high-flown eulogy of Gandhi is 
d falsify tbe long bistory of on p ple 

to rule and to build mytdi. as lied of veil to hide tb 
sordidness f the policy of the le de hip 

G i, the disciple of Golhale, diplayed stre i fith i pryer 
ad petitioss ad personal contacts in South Afriot, std this faith 
n mined usdi atil 1947, Ia 1917, on the of tb 
visit to ludi of Se retry of Ste re Mont.gu, be or ind s 
British object of Gujrt'a fr s petition to 

Montag prying for the introduction of the Swrtj as 
ln the Copgr s-Leg pet of 1916. It was he who drf­ 

ted the petitie and it was his ideas that the whole of Ind ho id 
tale up th petition." He w a.lo of th epnett loo that 
wdied on Moot pd vie noy Chelr ford 4nd bad server scpre 
interviews with th,0 e4,, 1if6Jo +d, pd K ltlo. too.ooh 

per al contacts, din id indirect through 
inter diaries like 0. D Birds and of the lndi C cili t 
ion Group in Lot don, with the highest British authorities re a 
eloquent testimony to bis strong faith in the efti cy of prayers, 

nd personal%pro.h ft is to we tbat be strongly 
believed in the change of heart of tbe raj for, we bve sot d, there 
w t fed.renal di#fe ice between wbat the Cogrs leadership 
pired to ind what the raj was prepared utirately to give, To 

quote Rjend Pr.ad, Gandhi'% close ociate, who becare tbe 
Pr ident of lndis Constituent Assembly adorned the off'lee of 
the re idet of ndis for twelve yet, 

pf course, Britain never depre ted that ideal of ours 'cbieve 
ment of indep denoe"f and in fact, she agreed that indepe deter 
was the ult irate aim of her policy. She only pleaded that India and 
the other colonies were not at that tire fit to govern the 
d tbt, therefore, she considered it her dry t retain in br 
ha d tbe responsibility of governing them and preparing then 
for tbe ultimate self government, We, ldiass, did sot th 
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dttw tbd ca.of or 
So ¢ ording to ch Co 1gr stalwart, 
over th«l but over tbe ti.io of their tryst with 

Not iinly th sen bod the le A P 

ot 

y' 
:II • to to.ti third were negoti io, 

ad e itle ly dent.di." A Gd'hi add, wk.a th 
fr do if'it ever does, it ll bve come through ge «le 
manly with Get grit f quote hi tin, 
ff(di i td dose lo her owe thr ad altatio, 
the goodwill and active help of Bagliben are absolutely 
v ctr, pee.ldig st the Karee.bi Cong' at the rd of 
Mreh 1934, Wabbbhi Patel echoed G dti ;I f Jadin is to rech 
er t rd iti 
lle to #ppoi tbat there will be British at ocltio, 0 13 
September 193% Gandhi wrote to Cat Heath of the lndl Coll i. 

or. ·w ."" " n as otitions parties +%Se dig 4 cirt.runj De, A bel 
Kalt Ard approvingly wrote; "He held that if ldi w to wise 
her fir do through negotiation4, we moot be prepared to achieve it 
step by.op, old sot core 4]l of wbe 
the method folk red wr tat of sand per don e fa 
st article Cori Minis iet," Gd'hi wrot that the for ation 
of Congres init le in several provinces in 1937 w ld provide 

oppc rtit to the to priest 'ongre sriniter.ad the 
js off'ioi l» -to together, etch with its own history, bk­ 
trot id ardgoal to one an her, If the Bnghi.hen or 
Anglicired Iodises on bat see th ldi. 
viewpoint, the battle is won by the 

which l the Congret ... 
idepe deuce will oore to wit.bot shedding drop of' 
blood," 4 

Gret men proverbinll y think a.hie, On 22 July 1937, 4lost at 
the same time when the was writing the above line4, G. D 
Bird tw Wistoa Churchill, the Tory lender, at his hoe. To quote 

Birt, Ir mediately ot me, he ( Chart~ll ] uid, Well,a big 

p rirent h begun nd when I said, 'Yes, it be began but it will 

require all your sympathy a.dgood wish, he sured me of it but 
All tde s.re said,f t depends etirely oi you.. if o car ak 
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h e a yo neh oral 
tey fatr ad we wflt play fade. 

ere big experiment," tho»gh 
the Congress leadership' + action to it, 
mj of its boa fd. ir pt ft s brief 
in 142, during wbich the dominant tried 
to et re re o the eiti t¢ quit ndi i tier tie of pf 
victorioru Jpaes march into [odd p it i. 
th«et, the Congt played quite fir . es red their to 
appn the strgle of the wortur the.rt petty 
bone l ie, men of the armed fon d the polis, tad proved 
worthy of the mtle of the tj in4 div'ed Iod enjoy9it t 
tato of s British dominion ad then tbt of bet of tle 

ht the obj« rive id pet-World War Iyo w 
such tbt, de spite Gandhi d close the ii 

of di ion, begeriatie ad bed to be 
» le dby limited, controlled which tbot 44le id 
leader ly dill.ired, T%.h the pit obj tie ad 

outlook of Gandhi were the me 4 those of th Ho, V, 
Srintvts stri, sir T%j Bu.bade $aper tad other lbel with 
whom he felt bis political kiorig, yet be felt 
0ottpeled to devise frost tl 
trletly adhered, for be w tor 
aw.tie tt they we, Ti el 
nd Good bi d the new leaden.hip e 

to thew 
A%we 4bl see in de of tbe chapter tlt fell, tote viol et 

bop cooper«ti or ell Aiobedie e w Ga.tis ti.bi 
w forged upon him by circa it.roe at otrti critical of 
ledi history, A he re it eler or th eye of lobing every 
sch t.it w ot the dog th.t waged tbe til bet the 
tall that red tbe do No-violent no-co-operation or civil 
disobodi hedged is hrv all ble retrietio d , 
h be o e 
by Osdhist a device,a kid of safety-ybve, which we ld all 
the people' th to fd vet thre igh it wit.bot petties the 

tie al path' t rich they 

ad more fl. dbl is bi 
tior de paoded sew tac id, 

d to sdjet tbe set bod 
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imperialist pl-cart, Ai, he roted.y ot, 
ot to tbealien ruler but t bing bot through t 

ms,» of bet in tbe ruler, It u g 
off the imperial power thur ag 

or tbrot a 14 etla, tbat win " ts out the liit et brr the 
Coore le lrhip ad cased reel iety to the ruler,dly 
re abruptly withdraws, brining in their wle deroei 
ad frtriei t strife, 

The primary aim of the Rrwatt Sty.gr.h of I919, the Noe 
co-opertioe mover pt of 1920.2 %d t¢ Civil p %% 

of 1930-1, Gaadh planed them, wt t forest t 
or divert d derail m anti iprldiet, .ti-f lat tr 
whie be Abe reputedly ,brr i iti le et 
4 he ought to ter~lire th fore of " ee 
aright prove s that to the rj ad it allie Tie 

try th was to secure to fr tbe 
eploiti ng els by the lederbtp'bit t% 
the and to protect tbe vital imeris.lit 

No. ore0ptio or civil we 
by Gd.hi sore lind of devilo fro th norm ¢our, % 
mi strategy, rbieh w one of cooper tion, prayer ad neg0ti . 
tio, Tobin, uch lirited n section wan berratio, • evil, 
lioh he tried by tl n» to vent bat which rt% 
orta.in situation in the long-rte interests of th cl e 
and bis chief fie eprt std. Here we shall biey 
touch on this point which b bees elaborated ie ChapterV 
ad VIL. 

Before lashing the Rwatt Sary«grab, Ga.dhi Aures 
fried tbat hi purpose w to forest.alt revolutionary viole ce of 
the rowing geer.lo. Agin .od in be pointed out tbt 
hi say4gr.ha sought to prevent tbe violent stivitie of "the, 
tiops and high-spirited youth. je sured the raj before 
lnitialog the or-co-operation movement that the movement, e 
proposed, would be a-Dglih..mot een atf- Gorey. 
He fl ared; "To da nothing is to invite violeso for # certint 
. the only wy to void violence ls to enable them [tbe people] 
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to.give scherpn it their feeling to wt 
wt.hi dove to-petties, ft% logiel ad 

He explained that one of bi par pose was to tr#form ill will into 
tfection for the British d their constitution." 
fo see that his covet rots were barmle to the naj, Gandhi 

po vthe+A elvil is...t philanthropist ad a friend of de 
Sate..cil diel in the type of ee tttlooat 

gitation _wt Se warned: "we dare not pin our faith solely 
to civil di lienoe. It is like th e of a l ife to be ved mot 
pa tingly if at alt. We est, therefore, give its fall ad, th zefiore, 

r value t the adjective Mei' td te + • 

pbediece without civil ity, discipline, did ta tion, tom­ 
vile e is certi destruction4e warned; egefore one ea be 
fit for tlb ge ctie of civil di hie0de, one most have re dered 
willi ng .d n pet fed obedience to the State l Q.it ate 
he.erpagited o the el4any, regular obedience to the lwA, even 
ujut lw, ad on erfeet loyalty to th Sta % 0 itlo for 
participation in his To quote him, "ht is only a.fer 
ose has voluntarily obeyed such laws flaws of the Ste, tbostd 
tire tbads. risotly to o civilly te di by 
laws. Nor is it ec r for voluntary that tbel to 
be obeyed mot be goods eivil dial Ga bi 
preached,is therefore based upon love sad fellow-feeling wberet 
criminal diobu die e pon b red ad ill wit, 

AM Gandhi ervisaged, non-0o-operation w a mens to a.t end: 
th eodd w 000pertio., dot vet of teti, with 
imperialist. In July 1921, during tbe non-co-operation movement, 
he aserted thut "goo»operation is tbe only effective step to d 
co option,s He aver tired of rpblog this. 

[mediately after bi relese fros pri ma in early Feb roar 1924, 
Cad hi wrote that if bis progr s, which pre ibed pro tio of 
unity between the meet", plying of tbe k kl, the removal of 

untoucbabili ty ad the application of nor-violence in tboght, 
word ad deed to our methods", w curried out, "we teed er 
reart to civil disobedience sod I«bold hope that it will Aeer be 
e¢ 4%a1_so He 4poke in the sre vein on tty otbr 
o¢clot 



la Sep 1bx 1924 Ga dhi l sud ; 
ow tht not-co-operation w dage tots tptirent, 

No»cooper lo dr it.elflr watersl victor ad l But pore 

violent on-co-operation, I am convinced, iss sacred duty At 
Nor yol mot cooperatlor wat tile only alternate 4 anarchy ad 

' 

The ihatma rightly pointed out that hi , ration i 
cooper tn eenee, He repeatedly declared that he w 
dying to co-operate" with British imp vriali ,'4 

Before the civil disobedient¢ was lunched. God.hi 
' mare than once his craving for "true heart co-ope tie 

with the ma4, 
Addr sing English friend in Yoong bla oft 23 Jory 19.30, 

Ca.dhi stated ; 

Te conviction hs deepened in me that civil disobedi voe alone 
ca stop the bursting of that fury [hatred nd ill w~if] ...And 
rti4 aye 440ya4 #dry reg la e a. Me so fit, coo.ft, .ii ht .l. if Ct 4. 

to terl.lie tie forces of violet 
Te pbte of the Civil Disobediece Mo bent in 

tle be inni of 1932. But the Com leder were neither I I I 
prepared for it nor did tbey wat it, De spite Gandhi' repeated 
declarations sde in Ledo ad o bis ret t¢ di after the 

onod Table Conferee bad failed tbat be w4 deter lned 
sake every effort to coatine co-ope.rtie', the w 
mter thrust upon the leaders by Viceroy wd0, he, 
oe hi own shiion, w eergig in ldi a. a 
Musol4, wild on, who had de elaborate rrge its for 
ppr sring the , rudely rebuffed Cdhi' prayer for an 
interview sad for guidtee' from bin, Even later the bat.ma's 
repeated requests for personal opt.act and negotiation et with 
devastating replies from New Delhi's Mussolini 

The Quit f%di ' mover t of 1942 belonged to a different 
tegory, Tbe which impelled Gasdbi to threaten the 
British Goyen ent with it have been discussed ia The [mdia Big 
Bourg«clue d we shall return to it bater 

The following from Gp. Birla% letter of rch 1940 to 
Ma.hdev Dead i later ting t 

$ 

or 



yet low I bate civil diobedience. ls the tame of non­ 
violene it has eno9raged violence...But if this payah0logy 
continues, ay, Government even our own, would bedose an 
impoubitity...Hence toy dread at anything tbat will ted 
us towards a mass movement. Hence my borror t any talk of 
civil diobedience.4o 

In reply, Gandhi's devoted secretary wrote ; 
Assuming that all that you say about C.D. is true...do you 

mt that violence would be better tban civil disobedience however 

lndequate .Human nature with all its weal es most he 

some medium of giving vent to its protest, ad if you deprive 
oppressed humanity of even civil disobedience you deprive it of all 
it base 

Agins, Mahdev Desai wrote t BirlA; The fact is that 
fer. .g bumanity peds a catbais for its pent-up feeling, Aeod 
BM.p is buy perfecting just that device.." 

Thi oatbsci ' or safety-valve theory was slr6sud b Gad.hi 
4lo. Earlier, on I9 March 1934, ten tbe dde for the ee riots 
of hlgt. Singh, Rajguru ad Skhdev wer Hooe 
S retry asked for Gandhi's help to contain the disorder 
tbat tbegover ent apprehended. Gandhi promised to d wbat 
he l e4s Nert day, the Hore Scretry him of 

of protest tbat we going to be beld i Deli that evening 
the presidenthip of Sabb Cb.sdr Bee ad gin ought 

bi list.e,4 While awriog laeror that he bed l redy 
tale every precaution possible tbe rbtrgve bl hi expert 
dvice tbat there should be p display of police fore d no 
interference at tb feting. lrrltle is doubtedly there, 

woh be better to allow it te fad vent through meeds, ee"4 

Sat ya«rah 

Gandhi, wrote Jaws.harlal, was superb in is special field of 
Stygra.hie direct action, and bis instinct unerringly led him to tale 
the right steps es dbi' prone invention, discovery or 
creation", remarks a learned scholar, "w satyagraha ~.It was in 
sense%pother pee for wt with an alien government,4 
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Tot tie nature et gt.gm.hie ireet tic or of 
thin form of war with an alien overote t", it would perlip be 
belptt +" we depend on adht% ow writing and specbei, The 

following brief ertracte fromn then wilt, we hope, help us in 
appn iatitig 'the different of tlid it bates "srprere inven­ 
tion, discovery or oration." 

Aygr.hi does not iefiet pain on the adversary; he 
does not seek bis destructio. ..Satyagth. is pure ou-force... 
Te soul is inform d with lowlodge. In it burps the flee of 
lee 

2 gutyagrabs [different from passive resist@nee] postulates the 
conquest of the adversary by sufferiog in one's own perto. 

3 gatyagrabs...is essentially s religion movement. It l4 a 
proar of puricon and penante. It eeks to secure reforms or 
redress of'grievances by self .aafferleg,"o 

4 Sary%a.graha is search for Truth ; and God is Truth.I have 
ptedl stated that atyagrahs nsver fails and tbat ope perfect 

sty«gr.hi i cough to vindiee fret," 
[wile giving evidence on 9 Jtary 1920 before the 

Diorders laqiry Committee appointed by tbe Government of 
bdi after the Rowlett sat ygrabs, the Jalisnwala Bag massacre, the 
operations of the Martial Law a.ndso on, Gandhi said in reply to 
Lard Hunter, its president:] 

it [atygrah] is 'rte ded to replace methe de of 
violet .It is, I bave conceived it, extenon of the 
dmete lane on the polltleal field, and my experience ha led me to 
the oo elusion th.t ta movement cdtlat moeet alone ea rid 
lndla of the potb~lites of violence spreading throughout the leg th 
ad bweadeh of the lad for the redress of grievances, pposed and 
al...I wish I could diabase the committee really of this attitude 
that it ins dangerous campaign. If you wtlt eocete the campalgn 
at designed in order to rid the country of the clool of violence, then 
owl.l hate the a coeen that !here that, at any 4ot, move 
met of th.d character sod renal n th country and punt/y if 
certatnt." teems that in the is with an alien orerrent" 
the ma.bet eel its intelligent opport, t 

6 [l rply to Lord Hater, Gird hi tauted:']he [ 
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tya.gr.hi]help tbe tb» rities ad tbe police by the people 
more le biding and more rep if'ul to authority.4" 

a.boycott [of foreign god except foreign cloth] was totally 
with sat ya.grab. Sany gr la i the peliriea field ir a 

of the law tlet toners the of a famdt,"" 
8 Anyone who is permeated by satyagrh fulled with 

ze:-as.:«.rat" 
would be able to persuade them 

9 "Reromber what I bve ofter said, One real tgrshi is 
for victor 

1 Asoldier of n army does not ksow the whole of te 
military . 1 so alto does s atyagma.bi pot low tbe wbole 

.. of atyagrabs, Ar #r rough tle trust hi coder cod' 
h estly follow hi intruetlo ad is ready to fer to dea 
wlhet bearing malice @gait the o caled ency, They [the 
tyagrahis] must render bert discipline to their commoder. There 
bold be o mental reservation 

ff rlee sdy how that eitber lad nor the world c 
have anything better than aatyarah at a restraining force and dr 

free raged or the side of law and ore»." 
12fie bold that sty#gr.bi bas galned on the people-it 

try be even agint their will-is curbing the forces of disorder 
nd violence_ 

13 4a4fwe owrebee become pre and jut, how ea aotr 
oppress a? lit« wrong policy io fight the opeer, The right 
0or i to suffer, to bear il-treaet without aw bi.th io 

14 Iffen but the nation to sept satygba if only 
at predominant factor la Life, th tber social or political, wt nepd 

have no fer of the Bol luvik propegtd" 
What, the, a.re tbe feature% of the mahat% superb­ 

Satyagr.hie direct action" wbe it is practised in the politied 
phere, that is, wen n pslaved and oppressed people seeks to 
liberate itself from the fetters of iperial'it role ? 

Firt, styogra.ha is s religious :the oppoweds.nd 
exploited people should undertake penance and purify their hearts 


































