



















































































Educating the Masses and
Educating Ourselves

ANGUS SMITH was born in St. George’s in 1956. After becoming
the Island Scholar in 1975, he left for England where he studied
for three years at the London School of Accountancy.

He returned to Grenada in October 1979, and was appointed
Accountant General in the Ministry of Finance, at the age of 23.

‘Like many others, I was surprised at the level of conscious-

ness of the people throughout the Budget process, at their know-
ledge of general affairs and their eagerness for involvement —
which have all been growing more and more alive since the Re-
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volution, But there were also the numerous practical and useful
ideas that were constantly coming out, things that the technicians
like ourselves would never have thought about, things which gave
us a much wider perspective of the issues and ideas in the minds of
the people around the country.

I was involved in giving explanations and answering ques-
tions, and generally giving technical inputs in the parish and zonal
councils at Sauteurs, Birchgrove, Paradise and Grenville, The
sessions were all broken down into small workshops. This was an
excellent idea because then anyone who spoke was not intimidated
by the idea of speaking in front of a vast gathering, and the people
talked just as if they were speaking normally to each other. They
were certainly willing to talk more in a smaller group, and that
situation made it much easier for us to deal with any problems or
points of clarification, It created an informality, even an intimacy
between ourselves and the people,

Then the book we produced was also useful, It provided
something in writing which the people could refer to. We had to
rush it out slightly on the night before the Dome conference, and
there were some mistakes in some of the figures. But what we
found was that the people themselves not only questioned the
data, but they pointed towards some mistakes we had made, and
we had to admit error and criticise ourselves, as well as correct
some of the figures. So the people were clearly alert, and that was
also a message to us to take greater time and pains with produc-
ing the data next year,

When we explain points to the people the language we used
was very simple, We used examples from the people’s daily lives
to express economic ideas, like the planting and reaping of corn, If
we were meeting in a banana area like Birchgrove we would refer
specifically to bananas, but if we’re in the southern sugar belt,
we'd refer to sugar production, We tried to explain Gross Domes-
tic Product, for example, by saying that when a farmer adds up
the value of everything that he produces, that would be his per-
sonal Gross Domestic Product. Then we would extend that idea to
the whole country,

In my first council meeting I did feel a little hesitant, I must
admit. But as the second and then the third came along I was
much better able to deal with the points that the people raised.
Perhaps because of my age, being so young, I was able to relate to
them and them to me, Certainly, despite my position, they didn’t
see me as a senior bureaucrat who couldn’t be approached. I was
more concerned at how the people would relate to the non-
Grenadian technicians, particularly at the problems of communi-
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