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U.S. Hands Off Grenada!

The following is based on an editorial that appeared in the November 4,
1983, issue of the Militant.

QCTOBER 27 — In the first such airborne invasion since Vietnam,
nearly 2,00G U.S. Marines and Army Rangers stormed the tiny island of
Grenada October 23. This naked and unprovoked aggression reveals the
hatred of the U.S. ruling class for the example Grenada set in 1979,
when it became the first Black country in the world to carry out a
sociatist revolution.

As news of the criminal invasion spread, an outery was heard around
the world. Millions saw it as an ominous prelude to new U.S. military
intervention against Nicaragua, the Salvadoran liberation fighters, and
others struggling for freedom in the region.

The invasion of Grenada was preceded by the tragic developments
that led to the assassination of Grenadian Prime Minister Maurice
Bishop and many other top government leaders. These events have been
deeply felt by workers in the United States, especially Blacks. The Gre-
nadian people, like their sisters and brothers in Cuba and Nicaragua, de-
monstrated that it is possible even for a tiny, oppressed nation to throw
off the racist, imperialist boot of Washington, {o take power from the
hands of the capitalists and landlords, and to establish a government that
fights for the interests of working people.

The U.8. rulers don’t want us to know the truth about the gains they
are destroying in Grenada. So they now claim Grenada was a “terror is-
land™ run by Cubans — not Grenadians — and that it was being built up
as a “Cuban army base” and “terrorist training camp” for Havana.

But it is Washington that has turned Grenada into a U.5. army base to
terrorize the Grenadian people and roll back what they won through their
revolution. Six thousand U.S. troeps now occupy the Black island — in
an outrageous violation of that nation’s right to self-determination and
independence.

What are the gains the Grenadian revolution achieved?

In 1979, the Grenadians overthrew Eric Gairy, a U.S.-backed tyrant,
and replaced him with a government of workers and farmers, led by the
New Jewel Movement. That government, headed by Bishop, mobilized
the toiling masses for four and a half years to overcome the legacy of
poverty, hunger, and illiteracy left by centuries of colonial and capitalist
rule.

In the short time since 1979, the Grenadian government slashed un-
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bans in Grenada “should remain at their posts of work and should defend
themselves if attacked by invading forces, despite the chilling of rela-
tions between Cuba and Grenada.”

Radio Havana announced later that day, as the invasion was under
way, that the U.S. invaders had taken Cubans hostages and demanded
that all other Cubans surrender. The chief of the Cuban personnel indi-
cated they would not surrender under any circumstances and that they
awaited instructions from their commander-in-chief, Fidel Castro.

The Cuban government wired back immediately: “We congratulate
your heroic resistance. The Cuban people are proud of you. [¥o not sur-
render under any circumstances.”

The Cubans in Grenada responded: *Commander-in-chief, we will
carry out your orders and we will not surrender. ;Patria o muerte!
[Homeland or death)”

The following moming, at a predawn news conference, Casiro de-
clared: “The valiant Cuban construction workers have written a beautiful
page in history and waged a battle for the small countries of the world
against impenalist military aggression. They have also fought for the
Americas and for their own homeland, as if there in Grenada they were

defending the first trenches of the liberty and sovereignty of Cuba.”

Castro also reported that the Cuban government had taken emergency
steps prior to the U.S. invasion to prevent it. It had appealed directly to
U.8. diplomatic personnel and offered to cooperate in any way possible
to safely evacuate North Americans and other non-Grenadians so as to

avoid violence and intervention.

Washington spurned this proposal for peace, and never even reported
it to the American people — becanse the U, 8. rulers had already decided
on their criminal aggression, regardiess of the loss of life suffered by
U.8. citizens, Grenadians, or Cubans.

The staggering military force sent against the 110,000 people of Gre-
nada includes 6,000 U.S. Marines and Army Rangers backed up by AC-
130 airplane gunships and a dozen warships, including the aircraft car-
rier Independence, with some 70 combat planes aboard. In addition, 360
troops have been sent in by the island nations of Barbados, Jamaica,
Antigua, St. Vincent, St. Lucia, Dominica, and St. Christopher-Nevis.

Grenada has an army of onty 1,200, and a few thousand militia mem-
bers.

The invasion was kept secret from the American people until it was
four hours under way. President Reagan then held a news conference,
defending the aggression by claiming that “American lives are at stake”™
(referring to U.S. students at St. George’'s University School of
Medicine in Grenada), that several East Caribbean nations had called on
Washington to act, and that the United States had to assist “in a joint ef-
fort to restore order and democracy on the island of Grenada.”

The idea that this murderous assault had anything to do with protect-
ing the U.S. students was immediately denounced by the chancetlor of
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nation of Bishop and the outstanding group of honest and worthy leaders
killed. . ..”

The imperialist invasion of Grenada and the danger of it spreading
throughout Central America and the Caribbean poses a major challenge
to the U.S. laber movement. How should it respond?

A criminal example of what not to do was given by the officialdom of
the AFL-CIO. On October 20, in the wake of the assassination of
Bishop, the AFL-CIO released a statement aimed at providing labor
cover for Reagan’s impending invasion.

Shedding crocodile tears for the slain Bishop, the statement then
falsely charged his government with “denial of human and trade union
rights.” It called his overthrow by military figures a “communist purge.”
It continued, “The AFL-CIO calls upon the democratic governments and
private institutions of the civilized world to take every possible action to
castigate and condemn the lawless military regime.”

Everyone in the labor movement opposed to U.S. intervention should
repudiate this treacherous statement, made not in the interests of U.S.
workers, but U.S. big business and its government. The best way to do
so is to join immediately in the protests demanding that U.S. troops be
withdrawn from Grenada.

There is a second task of unionists and all opponents of the invasion:
drawing the lessons of the Grenadian revolution in order to strengthen
the working-class struggle to take power in the United States and around
the world.

Reagan’s marines and bombers cannot drown in blood the gigantic
impact that revolution has had within the United States, especially
among Blacks, and on a world scale. Nor can the imperialists erase the
enormous contribution the fallen Grenadian leaders made to the process
of forging an international Marxist leadership capable of leading the pro-
letariat to power.

Getting out the truth about what the workers’ and farmers’ govern-
ment in Grenada has meant, its gains, the challenges it faced and the de-
feats it suffered, is vital to deepening the struggle of U.S. workers along
the path charted by our sisters and brothers in Grenada.

Advancing that fight, for the socialist revolution in the United States,
the fight already begun by the comrades of Grenada, Nicaragua, and
Cuba, is the highest tribute that can be paid to the martyred New Jewel
leaders, Grenadian workers and farmers, and the Cuban construction
workers who have fallen in combat for that goal.

Long live the Grenadian revolution!

U.S. out of Grenada — bring the troops home now!



Maurice Bishop Speaks to U.S. Workers

The fql!awing speech by Maurice Bishop, prime minister of Grenada
was given June 5, 1983, 10 an audience of over 2,500 people at Hunte;'
College in New York City. It was originally printed in the July 15, 22
and 29, 1983, issues of the Militant. The speech has been slightly ab:

:idfed; transcription and editorial preparation were done by the Mili-
ant.

Thank you very much for that very warm welcome sisters and
brothers, comrades all.
; May 1 start out by bringing to you warm fraternal greetings from the
ree people of revolutionary Grenada. May I also right in the very begin-
ning say h:aw very, very pleasant it is to be back in New York among
irou, todbe in this great hjaﬂ, where there are so many hundreds of our sis-
fcrs and brothers, mat 15 going to bring a great deal of pleasure to our
re(;: people, and T will certainly report your warmth, your enthusiasm,
anI y0u1£ Je\{olultll?nary support for our process when I return.
would also like to place on the record our dee iati
like t p appreciation for the
people responsible in Hunter Coll i is facility thi
Cveive ege for lending us this facility this
We are here among friends. But Jookin
_ . g around, there are two people
her; ;ll;?eaf:hnght now rfprgsenting their countries at the United Nations
— o arte involved in liberation 1
for freedom for their peoples figgles, who are struggling
It’s very important right at the beginning, sisters and brothers, that we

121, the representative to the
on Organization, the PLO.

United Nations of the Palestine 1 i
[Chants of PLO!, PLO!, PLO! therat

Dr. Terzi can be assured ag alwa

_ > ys that the people of Palestine and
gl:rllr \iﬂf aji:&;n{t]:v;etl})lre%jﬂtative, the Palestine Liberation Organiza-
(AppTanse] ¢ full support of the fraternal psople of Grenada.

And there is another liberation moy
sceél; arnont‘gJ u‘: .h:tn:o?-s one ti)o}tllas been in the news quite a tot recently

trary to what people have been tryi is

particular liberation organization is g i 5 1k e e

‘ On or ot willing to take the struggle to th
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. f i

So ,‘;,ﬁ’ ﬁgfnca, 2 bornb went of?. [Apgfaﬁs ;1}1&: racist apartheid country of
e South African racists who have Spent so much time inventing all

sorts of ingenious ways of oppressing the people of South Africa, the
g

ement whose representative is pre-

Black majority, are now discovering that in common with all of the na-
tional liberation movements around the world that are forced to move to
the highest stage of the struggle, the African National Cengress [ANC]
is alsc willing to make that step.

In saluting the deputy permanent representative of the ANC to the
United Nations, let us ask him to bring back to his people, to bring back
1o his organization, to bring back to Oliver Tambo, to Nelson Mandela
whose spirit is here with us, to bring back the love, the respect, the con-
cern, the admiration and the fraternal feelings of all of us: Brother David
Ndaba. [Chants of ANC!, ANC!, ANC!]

The last time I had the opportunity, sisters and brothers, comrades, of
being in New York, and addressing our Grenadian nationals, other
people from the Caribbean and Latin America, and of course the people
of the United States, was four years ago. Since those four years have
passed, a lot has happened in our country. A lot has happened in the
world. And one of the reasons that we have come to the United States is
to share our experiences of the last four years with the people of the
United States.

We were anxious to do this because there has been a major campaign
[against Grenadal over the last several weeks and months — starting
from last year in November with some remarks by the U.S. vice-presi-
dent in Miami, continuing with more remarks from the secretary of
state, the secretary of defense, the deputy secretary of defense, the admi-
ral of the fleet.

[This included)] the president himself, as you know, on the 10th of
March addressing manufacturers; on the 23rd of March in the famous,
or infamous, Star Wars speech; and more recently again to the joint ses-
sion of Congress on the 27th of April. And in all these, different altega-
tions were made against our country.

And therefore we were particularly happy, comrades, to have the op-
portunity of an invitation from TransAfrica, the organization based in
Washington that has been doing lobbying for Africa and the Caribbean.
We were invited to come to address their 6th annual dinner last night,
and that was a very successful event. We want to publicly thank Trans-
Africa, once again, for making this visit possible.

The Congressional Black Caucus, too, was involved as cosponsor of
this visit, and we also want to place our appreciation for this on the re-
cord. And if anyone has any doubts at all about the growing strength of
the Black vote, and of the increasing influence of Afro-Americans in this
country, [ want to let you know that it was precisely because of the pres-
sures that were brought by our friends in the Black Caucus that a visa
was eventually granted for the visit. [Applause]

Of course, we set ourselves other objectives for the visit. These in-
cluded the very important objective of trying te deepen and srengthen
the people-to-people relations that have always existed between our two
countries, Grenada and the United States. At the level of the people,
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We believe it is important because too much is at stake here. Too
many of our nationals live in this country. And too many American citi-
zens and students live in our country. There is 2 need for some kind of
mechanism to be established. And that is why we have been struggling
so hard to try to get some of the basic norms reestablished.

Let us exchange ambassadors, we have said. They have rejected that.
So we have no ambassador accredited to Washingtor because they re-
fuse to accept the credentials of the ambassador we have suggested,
When they replaced their ambassador after the electoral victory of Pres-
ident Reagan in 1980 and a new ambassador came out in 1981, he was
not accredited to Grenada. So we have to talk presumably using loud
speakers.

In 1981 on two occasions 1 wrote letters to President Reagan — in
March and again in August, The first letter, a short letter, made the sim-
ple, obviou:s potnt: look, you are a new president. We had hoped that as
a new president you would take a new look at the situation, that you
would be anxious to start off on as good relations as you can with all
countries around the world. We had hoped, therefore, that you would
want relations normalized. And we went on in that letter to make the
point that what we are saying is the true bettom line is dialogue; it is
talks. Therefore, let us get these talks going. We are proposing no
agenda with any preconditions. Let us look at all questions. Let us put
them all on the table. Let us see what you perceive as problems, and we
will tell you what we perceive as problems, Let us see if in the course of
those discussions we can narrow down differences so at least the new be-

ginning that is made will be on the basis of mutual understanding with
less distrust and less suspicion. No reply to that letter.

The second letter was August 1981. And this was a very long letter ~—
about twelve typed pages. And the reason there were twelve typed pages
was not because there were twelve typed pages talking about an agenda.
There were twelve typed pages because by that time, the hostile, aggres-
sive course of destabilization against our government by the Ronald
Reagan administration had been well established.

So the letter went into the question of the propaganda destabilization
against us. It went into the question of the economic destabilization
against us. We were able to speak about a discrimination that is exer-
cised against banana farmers in our country. We were able to speak
about the attempt to offer money to the Caribbean Development Bank on
the sole condition that Grenada be excluded. We were able to raise a
number of these issues, including the fact that in April 1981, when we
had organized a cofinancing conference to raise funds for our interna-
tional airport project, the American administration sent their diplomats
to European capitals trying to persuade member countries of the EEC
{European Economic Community] not to attend that conference.

We raised in that letéer the question of military destabilization, which
was already beginning. We pointed out that one well-known mercenary
in April of 1981 had gone publicly on television in this country admitting
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that he was training mercenaries in Miami for an invasion of our coun-
try, We said, how can you aliow this in your country? There are interna-
tional conventions against this kind of thing. And sending marines di-
rectly to somebody’s country is no less a sin than allowing mercenaries
to be supplied, to be trained, and to have a logistical base on your own
territory,

So we raised all these points. Once again, we said we are willing to
talk at whatever level is deemed appropriate — let us make a start.
Again, no reply.

Thf_: fact is, sisters and brothers, we have had this long, long history
of trying to sec in what ways relations could be normatized, and we have
had very little success in this regard. But I really want to say tonight that
we do believe it is important for us to continue that struggle, and there-
fore, notwithstanding the difficulties in the way, we deem it advisable to
continue to press for a full normalization of relations.

Blrlt, of course, as we press for normalization, we are also going to
continue to build our revolution. We are also going to continue to con-
solidate our process. In the face of all the difficulties, in the face of the
economic destabilization, the political, diplomatic, and military threats
and pressure, we are going to stand on our feet and keep going forward.

As you kpow, sisters and brothers, in these times it is becoming more
and more difficult for developing Third World countries to go forward.
Because3 unifortunately, our economies remain by and large dependent
on {md_ tied to the capitalist world economies. And therefore, when the
capltall_st world goes through their cyelical crises one after the other, it
has an immediate effect on us. As we say at home, when the capitalist
world catches a cold, we catch pneumenia,

In the OECD [Organization for Economic Cooperation and Develop-
mcnt} countries, for example, it is estimated that over 35 million people
in the 12-13 countries are out of jobs — 35 million! It is estimated that
in the United States there are, perhaps, 12 million people out of work; in
Bntafn,. pethaps 4 million people out of work; in all of the developed ’in-
dustrialized countries there is greater and greater unemployment. And as
this unemployment goes deeper and deeper into the society, the people
who feel it the most are the poor and working people. ,

There ate massive cuts in social welfare. The cuts are not coming in
the arms race, ‘The cuts are not coming out of the arms bndget. I under-
stand the t_alk 15 to spend $3 trillion over five years. The mind boggles
Tl'la.n?e mlhon_ d‘olla:s is not even three billion, which is three thousanrj
million. But it is three thousand billion, And if you work out $3 trillion

over five years, you will discover it com :
billion United States dollars a day. down to a spending of 1.6

The amms are swallowing u;
e arms ] p the money; the people are i
This crisis in the capitalist world, moreoze L e

; 1, has led to a situation wh
more and more of their countzi s ; ere
negative growth. es, especially in 1982, experienced only

The effect this has had on us, in turn, has been to create a crisis in the
12

developing world. It is now estimated that our debts exceed $650 billion
-— that is how much money we owe collectively. And it is not just the
amount of money that is owed by one or two well-known cases like
Mexico or Argentina where you are talking about staggering debts of
over $80 biltion. But perhaps over thirty-five countries in the developing
world now owe about $1 billion or more in debts in a context where they
are still unable to create the necessary surpluses to repay the debts, Last
year $131 billion was spent by the countries of the Third World in just
servicing their debts, in just paying the interest.

Last year, too, the purchasing power of the countries of the Third
World fell again and fell very, very dramatically. It is estimated that
over the last two years, Third World developing countries lost $85 bil-
lion in purchasing power via the credits we lost, via the real prices for
our commodities because the prices keep falling, and via high interest
rates.

But on top of that, we are also discovering that is it becoming more
and more difficult to engage in trade with the countries of the Western
industrialized world. The developing world as a whole in 1955 had 40
percent of total world trade. But by 1969, that figure had dropped to 25
percent. In other words, we lost 15 percent of the world market.

Trade is also increasingly difficult for us because of the high tariff bar-
riers.

The reality is that aid has also decreased quite dramatically for Third
World countries. Long ago the United Nations set a target that all the de-
veloped industrialized countries should aim to provide as aid 0.7 percent
of their gross national product. And so far as I know from the latest fi-
gures we have seen, not one single industrialized country has yet at-
tained that target. Collectively they are now giving only 0.45 percent of
the GNP as aid.

In the old days, it was possible to suppiement some of this through di-
rect investment. In Latin America, about forty years ago, 43 percent of
all direct United States investment went to Latin America. Butby the be-
ginning of the 1970s, that 43 percent had dropped to 17 percent.

More and more, because of the infiuence of one or two countries, and
in particular of one country, it is now becoming virtually impossible to
get loans from the International Monetary Fund [IMF] or the World
Bank. In fact, we know that there is a hit list which has been developed
with countries like Grenada, Nicaragua, Angola, and Mozambique on it.
Once any of these countries makes an application to the IMF, regardless
of how good technically its program is, the instructions are to try to find
all possible ways of blocking those sources of funding. _

They are forcing more and more Third World countries to go directly
to the international capital market, to the big commerical banks, to get
loans. First of all, you have to have what they call 2 credit rating, and to
get a credit rating you have to go to the same World Bank and IMF —
not everybody can get a credit rating. But even after you get a credit rat-
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exploit our resources and keep the p
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ast four years of the revolution cumulatively we have

ment program. And when it got going it was on the basis of very small
feeble advances. The last year of Gairy, 1978, the capital investment
program was $8 million. The first year of the revolution that figure was
doubled to $16 million. The second year of the revolution it was more
than doubled again to $39.9 million.

The experts were saying that this is impossible — you don’t have the
resources, you don’t have the management, you don’t have enough trac-
tors, you don’t have any trucks, you don’t have enough engineers, you
cannot possibly do it. You are only lucky in 1979 when you doubled
Gairy's. And you are only lucky in 1980 again when you doubled your
own. And then when we went to 1981 and we doubled it again, they
said, we know you has the luck, but something is wrong.

And last year in 1982 it went up to over $100 million, and then we
gave them the secret: we told them that in a revolution things operate dif-
ferently than in the normal situation. [Applause] We have been able to
make these accomplishments because in Grenada, consistent with our
three pillars of the revolution — where the first pillar is our people who
are always at the center and heart and focus of all our activities — we are
able to mobilize and organize people {o cut out waste, to cut corruption,
to stamp out inefficiency, to move to planning, to look out for produc-
tion, to check on productivity, to make sure that state enterprises are not
set up to be subsidized but that state enterprises, too, must become via-
ble, must make a profit, and therefore the state sector will have the
surpius to bring the benefits.

Our people have gladly been pulled into the economic process be-
cause our people see the benefits which the revolution has brought them.
They understand that when thirty-seven cents out of every dollar is spent
on health and education that means something.

They look around and they understand that yvear after year inflation is
being held reasonably in check. Last year it ran at 7 percent while wages
ran at 10 percent, thus ensuring an overall increase of 3 percent in the
standard of living of all our people.

They look around and recognize that year after year production in-
creases. Last year in the state sector, production went up by over 34 per-
cent. And in the private sector, production alse rose. Last year, too,
there was a tremendous rise in the export of nontraditional products. The
increase in the export of fruits and vegetables last year went up by over
314 percent, which is a massive increase in a short period. There are atso
increases in producticn in areas like flour and clothing, and there was a
slight decrease in the area of furniture.

At the same time there were some increases in the area of our tradi-
tional export crops — nutmegs, cocoa, and bananas. Though in the case
of nutmegs, there has been a tremendous problem our country has had to
face, a great difficulty in obtaining sales for the nutmegs. When you are
producing something like nutmegs, which is really meant primarily as a
spicing flavor for foods, and when there is a crisis or a recession or what-
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farmers in our country, clerical workers, factory workers, unemployed
youth who have dropped out of school, more and more of them are now
going to one of the seventy-two centers operating around the country,
bringing this night school education to gur people.

I really want the sisters and brothers to understand just how difficult
this task is. If you can reflect back on the normal daily habits of the av-
erage agricultural worker throughout the fifties, sixties, and seventies,
and to a great extent still today — if we are to be frank and honest — we
understand how difficult it is to run an adult education program. The av-
erage agricultural worker goes to work early in the morning, goes home
in the afternoon, does 2 little back gardening, then maybe heads to the
rum shop to play some dominoes or sit down to talk with the partner. To
ask such an agricultural worker now to come out twice a week to a night
schoo! and for three hours to sit down and go through a formal educa-
tional course is really asking a lot.

During the very first experience we had with the illiteracy phase in
1980, I remember holding several meetings from time to time with the
CPE mobilizers and CPE educators, and over and over again those com-
rades would say that the problem is you cannot persuade the sisters and
brothers to be consistent. Some nights when they're reaching a house
and they knock on the door, and they say, “Where is your husband?” She
say, “Not here.” And when you look under the bed, you see the man hid-
ing.

In other words, it is a very difficult task. But it is a task we are trying
to accomplish.

What is the background and tradition we have had? It is a background
and tradition that has, generally speaking, worshipped materialism. It is
a background and tradition that has meant that because of the ravages of
colonialism, our people have always seen themselves as transients. Our
people have always had a visa mentality. And the whole point was to
catch the next boat or plane to go abroad.

Coming out of the colonial experience and fed daily all of the rubbish
that we are fed through the newspapers, the radios, and the televisions,
where they are proclaiming the virtoes of materialism. Where they are
proclaiming the importance of every single person having a video, and
having the latest kind of radio that only came out six months ago, not to
mention the newest kind of shampoo. That kind of thing feeds con-

sumerism, feeds economism, and helps to hold a society back. In our
country, many people have as a sole aspiration the need to have a motor
car. The fact that a motor car means foreign exchange eamings have to
g0 out because we don’t produce motor cars; that it means that more
money has to be spent on gas — these things are not 50 e‘asily ex-
plainable becavse of the political education that is daily taking place
throngh the imperialist media. _

The reason the people of Vietnam are guite content and hqp;}y that vir-
tually every citizen can ride around Vietnam on a bicycle is in part be-
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passed there for years. The pipes just stayed there and corroded. The
people understand what it means when electrification is brought to their
village. The people understand what it means when they know that by
the middle of next year we will have doubled the electricity output and
capacity in our country, and therefore more people will have the possi-
bility of using electricity.

Thirty percent of the lowest-paid workers in our country no longer pay
any income tax at all. These workers take home all their money. Old-age
pensioners had their pension increased by {0 percent last year and this
year it is going up again by 12.5 percent. Qur people know that last year
some $43 million were spent on the international airport project alene,
and another $40 million will be spent on that project this year again.

They know that last year over forty-nine miles of feeder roads were
built — feeder roads being the roads that connect the farmers to the main
roads — 5o now the produce can be brought out safely, They know that
apart from these forty-nine miles of feeder roads, that fifteen miles of
farm roads were built, and fourteen new miles of main roads were also
built, totaling, therefore, something like seventy-cight new miles of
roads in our country last vear alone.

Our people, therefore, have a greater and deeper understanding of
what the revolution means and what it has brought to them. They cer-
tainly understand very, very clearly that when some people attack us on
the grounds of human rights, when some people attack us on the grounds
of constituting a threat to the national security of other countries, our
people understand that is foolishness. They know the real reason has to
do with the fact of the revolution anrd the benefits that the revolution is
bringing to the people of our country. The real reason for all of this hos-
tility is because some perceive that what is happening in Grenada can lay
the basis for a new socio-economic and political path of development.

They give all kinds of reasons and excuses — some of them credible,
some utter rubbish. We saw an interesting one recently in a secret report
to the State Department. I want 1o tell you about that one, so you can re-
flect on it. That secret report made this point: that the Grenada revolution
is in one sense even worse — ['m using their language — than the Cuban
and Nicaraguan revolutions because the people of Grenada and the
leadership of Grenada speak English, and therefore can communicate di-

rectly with the people of the United States. [Applause]

1 can see from your applause, sisters and brothers, that you agree with
the report. But [ want to tell you what that same report said that also
made us very dangerous. That is that the people of Grenada and the
leadership of Grenada are predominantly Black. [Applause] They said
that 95 percent of our population is Black — and they had the comect
statistic — and if we have 95 percent of predominantly African origin in
our country, then we can have a dangerous appeal to 30 million Black
people in the United States. [Applause] Now that aspect of the report,

clearly, is one of the most sensible.
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Revolutions answer that question in different ways. Some people take
them out in the streets, line them up, and shoot them down. That is one
answer., Some other peaple pretend that they went into the bush, and
while they were in the bush as guerrillas, they shoot them down too.
Some other people create special courts to deal with them. Tam not pass-
ing judgment on any of these three models.

The Grenada revolution did not have the appetite for any of those
three models. So we took what we say was the humanitarian course. We
detained them and treated them well.

And you know it is highly significant that of the 400 to 500 people
picked up by cur masses on revolution day, on the [3th of March, not
one of these Mongoose Gang elements arrived in the jail with even a
scratch on them. And the enly reason that happened is bec:ause our
people at home understand the principled position that a revolution takes
On no revenge, no victimization, no torture, no ill-treatment of anyone,
regardless of what they have done. It is because our people understood
this, something that very often happens in all revolutions — the spon-
taneous upheaval of the masses — did not really happen in Grenada.

A church-based organization in Washington called EPICA wrote a
book last year on Grenada. They called it, Grenada: the Peaceful Rev-
olution. We can understand why.

So when these elements come and make these statements we under-
stand only too well where they are coming from. Because they under-
stand that the processes and procedures for review are ongoing proce-
dures. They understand that in Grenada no one is ever interﬁ?red with for
what he says. No one is ever interfered with for what he writes. In fact,
today criticism is deeper than ever in the society in a constructive way.

Our people also understand that the first law of the revolution is that
a revolution must survive, must consolidate so more benefits can come
to them.

And because of this fact, the revolution has laid down as a la“'r, that
nobody, regardless of who you are, will be allowed to be involved ir any
activity surrounding the overthrow of the government by the use of
armed violence. And anyone who moves in that direction will be
ruthlessly crushed. {Applause]

But we also feel, sisters and brothers, that the time has come for us to
make another step along the way toward institutionalizing the process
that we have been building for four years. And that is why on!y yester-
day in Grenada the new chairman of the constitptiona] commission ar-
nived in our capital city, St. George's, from Trinidad and Tobago, to an-
nounce the formation of the constitutional commission that has now un-
dertaken the task of drafting 2 new constitution for our young revolution.

This constitution is not really going to look like the one that the queen
gave us in 1974, That constitution as we remember was one of the main
reasons for the struggles of 73 and 74, wher} so many of us were beaten
and jailed. When our families and compatriots were being murdered,
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one of the main reasons for that struggle was because our people were
saying we wanted to be involved in the process of drafting the new con-
stitution. And Gairy did not allow us that right. And the queen of Eng-
land could have stayed in Buckinghasm Palace, put it in an envelope, put
a stamp on it, and posted it to Gairy. That was the total involvement of
Grenada in that constitution.

This time around, the constitution is going to come out of the bowels
of our people and out of our earth. Our people will have their input and
will decide what they want to see go into that constitution. This time
around, the constitution will not just entrench empty rights, but wilt en-
trench rights and also provide remedies for enforcement of those rights.

Chapter 1 of our present constitution has twelve freedoms, fundamen-
tal freedoms. But anytime those rights are infringed and yeu go before
the courts to see if you can do something about that: first of all you can
only go by way of a constitutional motion. Secondly, that means you can
only go in the high court, not the magistrate’s court, which of course
means money. And thirdly, once you reach the high court, even if the
judge agrees with you and you win your case, the most the judge can
give you is what they call & declaratory order, which declares your
rights.

Now when you bring your declaratory order to the government, you
then discover another maxim of the law. You cannot enforce against the
Crown. In other words, you have a paper judgment in your hands that
you can do nothing with.

We are going to want to put rights into the constitution, rights which
can be enforced in a way that the people can themselves manage, and
rights which, once the remedies are provided, will in fact be allowed by
our government. A constitution with real teeth,

Our new constitution also is certainly going to institutionalize and en-
trench the systems of popular democracy which we have been building
over these past four years in our country. Apart from the usual national
elections, which will of course be there too, we are going to ensure that
these embryonic organs of popular democracy continue to have a place.

Because to us, democracy is much, much more than just an election.
To us, democracy is a great deal more than just the right to put an X next
to Tweedledum or Tweedledee every five years.

The second principle of democracy for us is responsibilities. So the
elected officials must at all times ensure that the mandate they are carry-
Ing out, if mandate it is, is the mandate the people want. And part of that
responsibility means that the right to recall those we elect must be en-
trenched.

We don’t believe in Grenada in presidents-for-life or elected-people-
for-life. We believe in service for life. And when you stop serving, you
must be recalled and get out of the way for somebody else to serve.
la.rThae:&h}rd principle of democracy is panicipat_in_g‘ mechanisms, popu-

participation. We accept the well-known definition of Abraham Lin-
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ficult people to organize. You could sit down and talk until you're blue
in the face about the need for routes and the need for schedules. So the
people were complaining that night and they said it had resuited very
often in them reaching work late.

And there was a second complaint. They were saying that because of
tl}e half price for the schoolchildren, the bus drivers were refusing to
pick up their children, so the children had to walk to school in the rain or
the sun. So they insisted and demanded that we get some buses to start
a public bus service.

Now that is August "81. The financial year is already eight months
gone. The budget has been set. But because of the pressure and the de-
mands, we were forced to go and find money wherever we could and
buy twenty-six new buses to start a public transport service for the
people. [Applause]

So this concept of democracy and our approach to human rights is one
that has stressed solving these problems and the involvement of our
people in a participatory way from day to day and week to week.

[Critics of Grenada's revolution] have also raised over and over again
the question of our relations with Cuba as a second one of these red her-
rings. Every now and then when the red herring of detainees and elec-
tions and the press is finished, you will hear them say: Soviet and Cuban
satellite.

You hear them say that the links with Cuba are such that it is danger-
ous to the security of the region.

What do we say on this question? We say first of all that yes, we have
warm, fraternal relations with the government and people of Cuba. That
is true. [Applause]

We say secondly that to us this is a matter of fundamental principle.
And there are at least three very good reasons why we will always have
good relations with the government and people of Cuba.

The first reason; we see Cuba as part of our Caribbean family of na-
tions. One of the greatest curses of colonialism was that they divided the
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littde Black Englishmen is when [ arrived in England to study law in
1963. One of my first and greatest experiences — shocking experience,
traumatic — was when I went somewhere one day. The national anthem
started to play — poor little Black me, T jump up fast. When I look
around, me only one standing up. Every Englishman sitting down.

You know like old [calypso singer Mighty} Sparrew. Sparrow is such
a great Grenadian, so articulate. Sparrow points out in one of his best
songs that the way they were educating us, they were really educating us
to make us into fools.

They tell us if you're speaking Dutch, you're the best. If it's English,
you're the best, French is the best, Spanish is the best, American is the
best. And all of us hating each other.

When in fact we are one people from one Caribbean with one struggle
and one destiny. [Applause]

We see it therefore as one of our historic duties and responsibilities to
puil down these artificial barriers of colonialism and to develop that one-
ness and that unity that we nearly lost.

We believe it is critically necessary to have close relations with all of
our neighbors. That is why I have done state visits to Mexico, to Ven-
ezuela, to Par_lama, to Cuba, to Nicaragua, to Ecuador. The reason has
been a conscious attempt on the part of this new government to try to
build those bridges and to make sure that all of this alienation of the past
disappears,

The second reason is, we are a nonaligned country. We believe in
nonalignments, And tp us, nonalignment means that you have the right
Sg;?o;}sg 3:gurdowr1 fnen_ds. Nonalignment to us means that we have the
Frendahips ;ﬂul:ltg t;o diversify and expand our relationships and our
implice roi o e u:l?rld. Nonalignment to us is not something that
ical cunuch thar {:a . ’?r;;;ilz.ment is not meant to make you into a polit-

Nonalignment is meant to make you speak out Ioud and clear for what

you believe in. And we have prinei ieve i
T o Ad we hay principles we believe in, [Applause]

on we will always h lations —
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Ant;rtli-l;lf its:lose r(:ilaqon§ -~ with the people and government of Cuba,
the achieve nc:grta miratien and our respect for the internationalism and
or et o nts of the Cuban people. [Applause) Whether they like it
cecdod. s ;vt;s the first revolution in this hemisphere to have suc-
Grenada orN, ere was no Cuban revolution, there could have been no
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o give gg&g ETI?_OL Cuba was the first country in this hemis-
[Applause] cking to U.8. imperialism at the Bay of Pigs.
Whether they like i .
the first iz h :}\;:311:13 1:'0 or not, Cuban internationalist soldiers have been
face it with arms in their ig?lrc%sewﬂllfl o St African monster and to
Cuba! Viva Cuba! Viyg Cuba!] ¢ defending Angola. [Chants of Viva
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If there were no Cuban internationalist troops in Angola. how long
ago would the South African apartheid monster have overrun Angola
with the assistance of several Western powers? Cuba is a great stubitiz-
ing factor in that Angola equation. And that is why when they come up
with this hypocrisy of linkage, and say that for Namibia to get indepen-
dence, Cuban troops have to leave, we who are in the Third World un-
derstand that and have seen their bluff and will fully back the Cubar sol-
diers and the Angolan people in ensuring that they stay in Angola.

They can choose their South African and their Haitian and Chilean
and South Korean and every dictator friend they wish. That is okuy. But
we can't choose our friends. Because we too small and poor to hase the
right 1o choose. They like to talk a lot about backyard and frontyurd and
lake. Grenada is nobody’s backyard and part of mobody’s lske.
[Applause]

The more desperate that imperialism gets, the more it comes up with
the most vulgar and hostile measures to try 10 keep the poor oppressed
people of the world, who are trying to win their natjonal liberation énd
to build their own future, down. Think of Nicaragua. NiCaragua, «J «in-
try invaded over the years — two, three times in this ceneury - by the
United States. Nicaragua, a country that has been under the brutid heel

of the Somozas for over forty-five years. Nicaragua. & country that just
like the Americans 200 years ago, finally resoried W their suprein o ght
to averthrow their repressers and murderers and to take their destiy o
their own hands. And when the people of Nicaragui. when the ~on and
daughters of Sandino assumed their liberation., when they won @ uis of
1979, what was the crime they committed thereafter”

Their crime was to be bold and mannish and fresh enough fo s that
their resources belong to them, to say that they want to huthd 1w ::”x.: ::in-
try in their own way, to say that they want to choose thew 0% rtte - ;d
to say that they are going to build their country after thear m\-niﬂudb
likeness and not after the image and likeness of wmebod\ ehe .

And because of that, you have this situation where ulxliay— T‘ht' :1; “ o
gar, shameless acts of the last year or SO can palee‘:jn_].‘ :;c;r:ii!clv ? st
what is happening in E1 Salvador, or what happened I aughtersd
year in Lebanon when the Palestinian pcp?-le. ?*thl;i--r C(i i
most vulgar, shamless act of open CIA activiy 1::dmitting thvat 1 only

The most open, vulgar, shameless act of e@an they Wil puticly

will they resart to covert actions, but if m—;;bsshi&wle“m“‘ Wi i1 gdn
back overt action agains the 'Nlca{aﬁumiionsfﬁf the medin Tiave » el
only be exceeded by the way In :l:”ir;;fms are losing popular sugpeort.
to respond. To pretend that the Ni¢ o cista clements. are womwe sand
To pretend that these marderers, °7 these butchers who wil 1o W
of freedom fighters. To pretend that e agsing atd N wher £k s
bombs on women and children as th;)ihat E?csc peuple dexres 5 have
the Sandinista ‘soldicrs. Tﬂ(: pﬂ‘-tﬁ;c e Nicaragus - e afaria o > LSS
some opportunity 0 rule the peop

of it is really extraordinary.
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And perhaps the only good thing that has come out of this recent
episode, sisters and brothers, is the fact that for the first time in a long
time, the people of Latin America themselves have tried to find a solu-
tion to the problems. That has been the historic meaning of the get-
together of Venezuela, Colombia, Mexico, and Panama on Contadora,
to launch the Contadora initiative. Because what this Contadora initia-
tive is all about is really extremely important for us.

It says first of all, that we the people of Latin America and the Carib-
bean will try to soive our problems ourselves. {Applause]

It says secondly that we do not accept the use of violence as a means
of settling our disputes.

_ Mt says thirdly that we must always sit down and engage in negotia-
tions and discussions before taking any other measures.

And it says fourthly that we are not prepared to accept that any coun-
Iry' in our region, far less any country outside our region, has the right to
terfere in the internal affairs of another country,

. :lllldmi\r’ftj_tho:ugl;l this Contidora initiative is fast becoming all things

dore. whier mist mee:rrl t:]::try ady sayIFg, yes, they’re backing Conta-

waye difforont tha o s?mg' people are trying to use Contadora in

T pren fon nginal objectives were intended — nonetheless,
ic first step.

But these people have also thrown out another allegation against Gre-

mdi | want to deal with it but I kn
ow people it’s get-
iy late. [Shouts of Not, No't eople want ta go home, its get

his other allegation concerns the question of our international airport

I\m{elc't. }his one s of course the most cornical one of all
nalu:l:::lrai[ ng):;)_z‘he formulators of this famous theory, Grenada’s inter-
Come 4 str;[tz Lis now gou;)gofotbfcome ﬁmilitary base, and will now be-
the yreat by point from where we can launch an attack on
mmlé a ;;?;E;piﬂ‘leﬁut mighty United States. It looks as if we have be-
But the heah I. [Laughter]
reality of the airport, of cour.

ke those statements. ™ se, is well known to all those who

S an ancient dream of the people of

onal aj i
el eer('jpc;(r)tr tAH Previous governments from

And if you unders hie airport.
"stand the situatioq
NIPISE 10 anyhody. T 190 In owr country, that would
D S S feet long. Thar o0t 2UPOLE is called Pearls. Pearls Iljl‘:tsnz

g' Ih—rﬂ. means an y "_l]h” Ty ane. Aan come tn.
1

S have spoken about

e
) ' Aoy H .
W it o make stri Put an internay;

were done by European and American companies — I can think of
McDonnell Douglas, people who do the DC-8, I can think of Boeing,
and so on. They have produced manuals saying what length of sirip is
required if their planes are 1o land. So unless we born big and stupid, you
canmnot expect us to put down a strip that planes that can carry people,
normal jet planes, won’t be able to use.

This famous military base [Lavghter] — let me tell you sbout it in a
differeat way. I'll give you a little joke about it. After President
Reagan’s statements, one television crew — ABC in fact — came to the
country. And they came and they wanted to do an interview, and they
had a big fact file with all the questions. But the main question {focused
around the fact that we were building a sophisticated military base or at
least a sophisticated military strip. So we said, okay, let’s go down to the
airport and take some photographs.

So these people went down there and they took photographs. They
discovered that the airport had become the number one tourist atiraction
of the country. Every tourist on the island was taking a peek. They dis-
covered at the end of this strip, which is also the end of the peninsula, at
least swo dozen Grenadians go every single evening to fish. They disco-
vered that right at the beginning of the strip — at a distance of this
podium to, let us say, the front row of that balcony, a few lnchgs away
— is where the medical school, with 700 American students. live und
study. And they discovered that these medical schm_)l stgdents. Ames-
ican students, were running up and down the strip. jogging. every day
and every night. [Laughter .

A%C%lev%siorf alsogdiscg)vered that there was in fact a terminal build-
ing being constructed. Because in President Reagan’s phomgra?h.'that;
one the spy plane took, there was a nice big cloud covering the t? T“\::nt
building. Quite by accident, of course. But when these peop ;-b .
down, that accident did not take place, so they caught the terminafbut
ing.

gScu they came back to put it on “Nightline”

were able to see that here genuinely was an 1
full terminal building. But two days laler*l ,,
crew. So I say, w.hat’s the probletn now, e '(t)":st;ot a sophisticated air
They say, all right. They say they agree bout that. But, they now
base, they won’t say that :':lgain- They re §°ﬁ:s faciIitiés. ¢
discover we have sophisticated f:omrnumC hing about them. We don’t
So we say, all right. We don t know anyt cig:hc country . [f you ¢an
know where they are. But feel free to g0 aroF].I,]a e

find them, we also would like 10 S€€ them. aruﬁnd. The

So they spent another day or tWo gomg & uestions
Y k apain, after asking q
them. They send the film back agau, bl
ing themselves that this was alf?iél oz?ferwa;rd they wete back agan 1
Would you believe, the neXt SV L0050 . L they came b they
other words, three tmes 10

and the people of America
nternational airport, witha
ABC comes back. Same

y didn't find
and satssfy-

six days. An
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Said, we hav .
base. It is n{?t 2?%?;;2:;?3‘; for you. Tt is not sophisticated military
stand o mmunicati ilti
e g’g:;r:ll }sﬁve sophisticated barracksmasdaflagﬁgll‘;s‘ But we under-
talking abou,t W?S; glscovemd that this sophisticated barracks they w
structed on the airpo?-t?i(t)i thaﬁ' t?:‘nporary sheds which had bee};; \:gf
| n whic B -
ers Tﬁg‘) alre lzlullding the airport are tl}ilzifgre nadian and the Cuban worke
also discovered that ti Y
ers from a Briti ime that on the same airport si
company caﬁg;skﬁ;r:pany called Plessey, and wo;l:ga?s f:étri f?:ﬁﬁrfh
communicationsle i x, who are down there right now installin 1h
— all the things yc?u 152231?’ the navigational aids, the elcctronicsg ettcc
mgT together. o get an airport functional. Working anéi liv..
hey also then dis
Layne Dredgi covered that last year an American
beild this fi:cgmfsronr;;i!_\&mrm spent nine months in Gref'l:g;pﬁrg (i:;lletd
f}liredging 4 section of mléaga 218:. g;aughter] That this compall‘fy ia‘;
ardy Bay. A re the strip has to pass. A sectl
and livingywitEdGi:l:reg?re for these nine months tlr?cystoo :f:::;on cz;(l}cd
S0 1 said to thﬁSana liaﬁ and Cuban workers, building this a'wor e
part on tourism. So \:e 3(\:: "t We'udl ook, as you know Grenad;ﬁ?i; in
th ) mind seei ¥ e 43
mzﬁri?dtﬁﬁ:f!{ down tomorrow, Bultl%f i(?:l’a:: :fr?:inﬂ Ibdorli :1 mind if
) i 4 .
secondly, if they \:ﬁl a; eflalw more ABC people. [Laught&r, ccheefs,‘iV I;xtr?d
make sure they come [u youit's sophisticated something else, at }
cated pants, or socks p with something} better than sayin s h‘?af"t
This iﬂlemationalh ,‘or shoes._ It had really become that lucﬁc opmist-
wure. As we see it it ?;"Pgﬂ project as we see it is the gatewa tmus.
takeoff. As we Sﬂ,e it ,:v at alone can give us the p()tential f Yy < OuUr flzl_
It can help us to devc’:ilocan help us to develop the tourist ingéseconomlc
port our fresh frui p our agro-industries more. I ry more.
As every Grem;g.- and vegetables better e. It can help us to ex-
, n ’
this audience who La; who has gone back home and as anybod i
Grenada right now is sa?'\;el' ail;ravcled to Grenada will km:t)s.‘;.I - h‘ere -
is like 2 labor of 1 iteral nightmare. Corxi , coming 1o
ove. You ha ' ing to Grenada right no
amount of tronble wi ve to be a martyr t & w
remove all of thaf t:(ﬁﬂmake you sick. And wt{at (t)h;:ar!t 10 o e
straight into ou e and inconvenience and al airport will do ks
That is why ;:\:1’: airport. {Applause, Cheers]a low our people to fly
at the end of ve made an exception thi
the Yont of Elbemmne e amounce what the wet your wil be cited.
six and a half month“' :; Production, or whatever it){ea: will be called:
what the name of nz ead of schedule, we annou is. But Jast month,
mobilize, including xt b wilt be. So they can ns(t:ed to our people
mobilizing overseas around th art from now 10
€ name, because

1984 next year W'
’ . will be called th
plause, cheers] ed the Year of the Internati
ational Airport. [A
- L4 p_
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And the fact of the mateer is, next yeal is also significant for us be-
cause on the 13th of March, 184, it will be the fifth anniversary of the
revolution. And as you know, people always make a fuss about the first
anniversary, about the fifth anniversary, about the tenth anniversary.
and so on, So wehave reason to make an extra fuss next yeal. And there-
fore, what we want 0 do during the fifth festival on the 13th of March
itself is to open Qut international airport on that date. [Cheers]

And T want to say to you sisters and brothers here and particularty 10
our Grenadian nationals, there is a tremendous amount of enthusiasm
and excitement building all over the world because all of them want 10

be on the first flight that touch down. L
When 1 was in London Jast month, addressing a rally such like this

one, the Grenadians in the audience were all insisting that they will or-
ganize an inaugural flight, but the one condition is they must be the first
hecause of course

plane to touch down. S0 what we have decided to do,

we can't have all of them first, is to settle for inaugural flights by ZOnes,
or by cities. London will have its own inaugural, Liverpool will have its
i{] have its owD maugurgl

own inaugural, New York, no doubt, W1

[Applausel, Waghington is going © have its oW 1
going to be irportant, sisters and brothers, 18 1© make sure you get on
you'li be coming down (0 see the

that inaugural because, as you realize,

most widely publicized airport the world has ever known. [Applaus_e}

1 think we should give 2 gpecial round of applause 1 those responsible

for the free publicity. [Laughter] You know some pengle have even

suggested that the best name we call give the airport is the Ronni¢

Reagan International Airport- [Laughter, shouts of No'] Of course, ey

are not serjous. RBut as you know, one of the things .lhat has been

launched at home is 2 competition 10 find a name for the airport. A‘nd we

would like our people overseas 10 also be involved in that _cc_»mpentxon.
Sisters and brothers, 1 think it really is time to close. it is. [Shouts of

No!
] dat Long live the workers, farmers,

Long live the people of free Grena
youth, and women of {ree Grenada! {Cheers}

Long live the people of the United State§! [Chgers]
Long live Grenada-U.S. relations and friendship! {Cheers]
Long live the people of Cuba and Nicaragua! (Cheers]

Long live the people of Angola and Mozambique! [Cheers]
Long live the people of palestine! (Cheers]

Long live the pcople of South Africal [Cheersl

Long live the people of El Sajvador! [Cheers)

Forward everl [Backward never')
Forward ever! [Backwatd pevert]
Forward evet! [Backwm'd neverl)

One love, oné heart! [Prolongcd cheers and standing ovation]
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Cuba, Nicaragua, Grenada
Together We Shall Win

The following speech by Maurice Bishop was givenio a I 980 rallyof 1.5
million peaple in Havana.

Esteemed Comrade Fidel Castro
Esteemed Comrade Daniel Ortega
Beloved revolutionary comrades of free and revolutionary Cuba

I bring you today warm revoluationary greetings from the people of
free Grenada. [Applause] This moming, comrades, I was addressing a
rally in my own country to honor International Workers Day, and I left
my country some time after 11 o’clock this morning to travel more than

1,000 miles to come to your country. But even if the distance was
10,000 miles, no force on earth could have stopped me from being here
today. [Applause} .

The unity, the militant solidarity which unifies our countries, our
peoples’ struggles — it is this unity and this solidarity which is today
making imperialism tremble, because we recognize in Grenada just as
imperialists recognize, that without the Cuban revolution of 1959 there
could have been no Grenadian revolution, nor Nicaraguan revolution in
1979. [Applause] .

It is the Cuban revolution that has taught the peoples of Latin America
and the Caribbean how to face blockades, how to defeat criminal inva-
sions of their territories. The people of this region have looked at Girén,
they have looked at La Coubre, they have looked at Escambray, they
have locked at assassination attempts on their leadership; they remember
the October 1976 destruction of their Cubana airliner, they have seen
your struggles; they have been inspired by your victeries; and they have
observed that even in the face of these difficulties revolutionary Cuba
was able to wipe out illiteracy, prostitution, drug-taking, and unemploy-
ment. They were able to see you build soctalism in your small country.
They have seen your strides and achievements in health and edacation.
They have seen that today, 21 years after your revolution, your country
is able to assist more than 30 countries around the world. And countries
like Grenada and Nicaragua will always feel grateful to the people of
Cuba and to the Cuban revolution for their assistance with their doc-
tors,with their teachers, and with their selfless workers.

Certainly we in Grenada will never forget that it was the military as-
sistance of Cuba in the first weeks of our revolution that provided us
with the basis to defend our own revolution. [Applause] And when im-
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the use of propaganda destabilization, on the policy of economic isola-
tion. But in each case all of this is meant to lay the basis for a United
States-organized or -backed coup d’etat.

In 1954, they succeeded in overthrowing Arbenz in Guatemala, In
1973, they succeeded in overthbrowing Allende in Chile. But the one les-
son that they have never forgotten and will never forget is that in 1961
they failed when they tried at Girdn right here in revolutionary Cuba!
[Applause]

Today we can hear them setting up their cries against the revolution-
ary processes in Nicaragua and Cuba. You can bear them talking about
human rights, you can hear them calling for elections even though they
won't understand that our revolutions are popular revolutions. You can
see them encouraging the ultraleftists in our countries to take violent ac-
tion against our peoples. Their propaganda has reached the point where
cur coumntries have become electoral issues in the presidential campaign
in that country. And at the same time, as usual, the threats against rev-
olutionary Cuba, the continuation of the criminal economic blockade
against revolutionary Cuba, the creation of artificial crisis after actificial
crisis. First the question of the Soviet troops in October last year, and
now the question of so-called refugees at this point in time. All of this is
part and parcel of the imperialist campaign to try to defarne the Cuban
revolution, to try to isclate the Cuban people, to try to lay the basis for
an armed invasion or other form of intervention of your beloved country.
But in Grenada we have been using a slogan and that slogan has been
saying that “If they touch Cuba or if they touch Nicaragua, then they
touch Grenada too.” [Applause]

Comrades, as the people who own this region, as the people who be-
long to these countries, it is for us to decide what we want to do with our
lives in our countries. It is for us, the people of the region, to demand
whether or not we want to have military bases on our territory. [t is for
us to decide whether or not we want other peoples’ planes to fly over our
countries. And one of the most contemptuous and arrogant acts of im-
perialismn is today to presume that in 1980 not only do they have the right
to.havc a base in Guantdnamo but that they also have a right to operate
military maneuvers on the very soil of free and revolutionary Cuba.

We, the people of this region, demand that our region is recognized
and respected as a zone of peace. We demand an end to all military task
forces and air and sea patrols of our region. We demand that the people
ofA the region must be free from aggressive military harassment of any
military power. We demand an end to the Monroe Doctrine and to the
Carter Dt‘Jch_'mc and all other doctrines which are aimed at perpetuating
Interventionism or backyardism in the region. There must be an end to
all attempts to use the so-called peacekeeping apparatus of the Organiza-
tion of American States to militacily intervene in the region, to hald back
progressive and patriotic movements.

- We a139 call today that the right to self-determination for all peoples
in the region must be recognized and accepted.
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We today renew our call for the independence of the sister people of
Puerio Rico. [Applause]

We today insist that all of the people of the region in the 25 colonial
countries which still exist — English, Dutch, French, or Amencan ter-
ritories — we demand the right to independence for the peoples of thuse
countries. We demand that a principle of ideological pluralism must be
respected and practiced by impenalist powers. _

We must have the right to bujld our processes in our own way. iree
from outside interference, free from all forms of threats or attempts to
force us to accept other peoples’ processes. _ _

Today we insist that there must be an end to the invasions. an u;xd 10
the landing by marines, an end to the gunboats, an end to the Playa
Girén, an end to the slaughters and massacres of our Sandim. aur
Ches, and our Allendes. [Applause] _

We call also for an end to the arming and ﬁnanc‘mg of cuufncr—
revolutionary and antipopular, antidemocratic Or anUPrOETEssive n;{;
gimes. There rust be an end to the manipulation of rcgmpa! and wor :
fension for electoral purposes. The future of the region apd 'thcdt:“}d:u?e
the world, the question of world peace canaot be compromised b
of any election, no matter whose election. o | et

There must therefore be respect for the sovereignty, Jepal eyuadity,
and territorial integrity of the countries of our rcgum‘]f et can

It is clear today, comrades, that the desperate pialis ‘. \ “i- T ad
be defeated once again, once we remail ({Tg?“‘?‘-‘dh_“?-‘_“ '
dermonstrate firm and militant anti-imperialist f’,oh ‘:Eﬂmm ald yUIr

We look to the people of Cuba, we ook to ?-n.l.:rin O s and
leadership to ensure that the revolutionary pl"’f:er':i* sth arength
Central American region continues to go f?m? rt‘v\:u;uimnar\ Caba We

We salute you, the freedom-loving PCOPdC o Comyade Fie! £ 0.
salute your great and revolutionary leader.

lause .
[Ailzmg I]ive the freedom-loving people

]

15 b ‘\ 1
lause and shouts of “Long hve: o und
[Aig:; live the Communist Pacty of Cuba! [Applause
“Long live!”) ‘
Long live Comrade Fidel Casuioltioﬂl
Long live the Nicaraguan revolut L ot
Long live the Sandinista Liberation o s
Long live the national liberation me

Long live the socialist world!

i lution!
Long live the Grenadian revod e darity

Long nve the m unity am o o, VLT IR wally!
byl (y‘ ik EY SFER YT A7 ke
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Statement by the Cuban Government
and the Cuban Communist Party

~ The following is the text of an October 20, 1983, declaration issued
in the name of the Cuban Communist Party and the revolutionary gov-
ernment of Cuba, followed by a brief decree by the Council of State. The

Starements were transcribed and translated by Intercontinentzl Press
Jfrom a broadcast over Radio Havana on October 21.

As has now become totally clear, for some weeks and perhaps months
a deepgoing conflict has been unfolding in the ruling party in Grenada
and its leadership.

When Maurice Bishop, the principal leader of the pasty and the prime
minister of Grenada, made a brief stop of just thirty-six hours in Cuba
between the evening of Thursday the 6th [of October] and the morning
of Saturday the 8th, after official visits to Hungary and Czechoslovakia,
he made not the slightest mention in his conversations with Comrade
Fidel and other Cuban leaders of the serious discussions and differences
that were taking place inside the New Jewel [Movement], the name by
which the leading party of his country is known. Thus he provided a
great proof of dignity and respect for his own party and for Cuba.

All the topics of conversation revolved around Cuba’s collaboration
with Grenada, the efforts at cooperation carried out by the Grenadian
delegation in Hungary and Czechoslovakia, with the results of which
Bishop felt broadly satisfied, and other international themes.

On Friday, October 7, Fidel accompanied Bishop on a tour of impor-
tant installations that are under construction in Cienfuegos, showing him
the progress of our development plans and the excellent quality of our
workers, with whom both leaders had lengthy dialogues.

A few days later, on Wednesday, October 12, our embassy in Gre-
nada reported the surprising and disagreeable news that deep divisions
had surfaced in the Central Committee of the party in Grenada.

During the moming of that day, Bishop himself communicated [to the
embassy] regarding the differences that had arisen some time before. He
said that they were being discussed and that efforts were being made to
resolve them, but that he had never imagined the seriousness they were
going to take on during his absence. He simply stated the differences and
did not request any opinion or cooperation on our part in trying to over-
come them, once again showing his great respect for Cuba’s interma-
tional policy and for the internal affairs of his own party.

-

During the afternoon, it was leamed that Bishop's ad\’t’-f;'fﬂ‘le?n}i;‘i
gained a majority in the Central Commiitee of the party as :fhafsﬁishop
political apparatus of the army and the security force, an o
had been removed from his post in the party and put under h_ou;c Bishop

As it was a purely internal problem, despite our friendship 31" Coban
and our confidence in his integrity and his leadership ab}lltlé& Tia bat
government and party instructed our representatives i }‘e;in ationai
complying fully with the principles and norms of_Cuba $ mlves the
policy, they should absolutely refrsgn fro:ln involving themse
internal affairs of the party and of Grenada. ) ]

News went on a:rivlzng{:ontinually from our embassy d]'l(ir;giﬂceﬂt;oe} d
lowing days about the positions and arguments of the t“:lo 81 o e princ-
in the conflict. In our cpinion, what was really mlvolve wa s of
pled differences, but rather conflicts of pers:.onahty and Connogabsent-
Jeadership method, from which other subjective factors were N e Cen-

On Saturday, October 15, Corrade Fidel sent 2 messag_eh {f)ull ity
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stallation was occupied by the people. The army sent personnel to the
area. It is said that the army fired against the demonstrators, causing
deaths and injuries, reteok the installation, and arrested numerous per-
sons. Of Bishop’s fate, and that of other leaders who were with him,
there was no news,

In the afternoon the dramatic outcome became known. An official
communiqué announced the death of Maurice Bishop, prime minister;
Unison Whiteman, minister of foreign relations; Jacqueline Creft,
minister of education; Vincent Noel, first vice-president of the trade
union federation of Grenada; Norris Bain, minister of housing; and Fitz-
roy Bain, general secretary of the agricultural workers union.

It has still not been possible to determine exactly the actual way in
which Bishop and the other leaders died. Bishop was among the political
leaders who most enjoyed sympathy and respect ameng our people, for
his talent, his simplicity, his revolutionary sincerity and honesty, and his
proven friendship for our country. Besides that, he enjoyed great inter-
national prestige. The news of his death stirred the leadership of our
party, and we render the deepest tribute to his memory.

It is most unfortunate that the differences among the Grenadian revo-
lutionaries climaxed in this bloody drama. No doctrine, no principle or
position held up as revolutionary, and ne internal division justifies atro-
cious proceedings like the physical elimination of Bishop and the out-
standing group of homest and worthy leaders killed yesterday. The death
of Bishop and his comrades must be clarified, and if they were executed
In cold blood the guilty ones deserve to be punished in an exemnplary
way.

Imperialism will now try to make use of this tragedy and the grave er-
rors committed by the Grenadian revolutionaries in order to sweep away
the revolutionary process in Grenada and subject it once again to
neocolonial and imperial domination. The situation is most difficult and
complex. Only a miracle of common sense, equanimity, and wisdom on
the part of the Grenadian revolutionaries, and of serenity in the reaction
and response of the international progressive movement, can still sal-
vage the process.

No step must be taken that would aid imperialism in its plans. In Gre-
nada many Cuban doctors, teachers, technicians of various kinds, and
gz?igﬁ?cgz ftigntsl-:i;uctlorl] workers are collaborating in providing essen-
vital to the cconompeoTi:ualllmd mfthc developr_nent o projects that are
will take no precipifz;te ste] ngJlD oumdly embm?md by the events, we
laboration that could affectp cssta fegard to technical and economic col-

ntial services or economic interests vital
to the people of Grenada, for who
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velopment of events closely. We will
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into account, above all, the interests of the Grenadian peoplel in matters
of economic and technical collaboration if that is possible i the new
situation. But our political relations with the new ﬁ_gures in the G_rcnu-
dian leadership will have to be subjected to serious and_ .pn‘wtug?d‘
analysis. Nonetheless, if the Grenadia_n revol_unonaxy process mam.iges
to be preserved, we will do whatever 18 possible to help 1t. e

Let it be hoped that the painful events that have taken place catGL t:x.ll
the revolutionaries of Grenada and the world to F‘?ﬂec} deeplf, ‘.Lft 1: t?t
the concept prevail that no crime must be committed in the name vt e
revolution and freedom.

% * *

The Council of State, making use of the powers conferred ypon it has
decided to issue the following decree: . .
First, to declare three days of official mournng. b_eg'l.nr“-lﬂ]_t‘_ '(l-h.ﬂ... ada
tomorrow [October 21}, for the death of the pnime mm;st::r ot 1 .
Comrade Maurice Bishop, which occurred yesterday afte ?1{'“-ntm-':d1ng5
Second, that the nationa! flag remain_at ha!f-stflf f at pu r::m ad
and military instalations duting the period of official T?‘-mm siueh of
Third, that the ministers of the Revolutionary Anﬂ:hc provisiens of
foreign relations take responsibility for carrying out

this decree.

t b T,

Fidel Castro Ru/ ' B
President of the Coun e state



Grenada: Why U.S. Wants to Destroy Its
Example for Workers and Farmers

by Steve Clark
Reprinted from the November 4, 1983, issue af the Militant.

Washington's invasion of Grenada is aimed at finishing off once and
fur all the workers™ and farmers”™ government that came to power there
in Murch 1979 through 2 popular, anticapitalist revolution. It is part of
the escalating efforts by the U.S. ruling class to halt and roll back the ad-
vance of the Americun socialist revelution, opened by the victory of the
Cubun workers and farmers in 1959 and given a powerful new impulse
by viciories in Nicaragus and Grenada twenty vears later.

In lsunching this bloody onslavght. U.S. imperialism has taken ad-
vantage of the devastating blow dealt to the Grenada revolution October
14 by the execution of Prime Minister Maurice Bishop and-five other
vutstanding revolutionary leaders of the New Jewel Movement (NIM):
Forcign Minister Unison Whiteman: Housing Minister Norris Bain;
Education Minister Jaequeline Creft: and union leaders Vincent Noel
amd Fitzrov Bain.

T'his erime against the Grenadu revolution by the new military council
his been denounced by revolutionary leaders of the working-class move-
ment and anti-trmperialist struggles around the world.

[f the cumment Invasion succeeds in imposing a foreign occupation of
Grenada, the imperialist forces will install a capitalist regime subser-
vient to Washington — a regime like the dictatorship of Eric Gairy over-
thrown by the Grenadian people in 1979, or like the seven Caribbean
governments participating in Washington’s counterrevolutionary as-
sault.

Washington wants to forestall the reemergence of revolutionary
leadership to replace Bishop and the other fallen NJM leaders and to pre-
vent further mass mobilizations such as those that occurred in support of
Bishop and the revolution,

The depth of the popular support for the anti-imperialist, anticapitalist
course of such leaders as Bishop was dramatically demonstrated during
the week leading up to the executions. As the October 20 statement of
the Cuban govemment and Communist Party noted, "It was clear that
the people were in favor of Bishop™ and “had taken to the streets in sup-
port of " him.

Further testimony to 1his support was the very fact that the military of-
ficers who toppled the People’s Revolutionary Government felt that they
could only hope 1o stabilize their power by beheading the revolutionary
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leadership in a blocdbath.

The widow of one of the slain leaders has reporied that Bishop and
five other NIM leaders surrendered peacefully to the military authorities
following a mass demonstration of supporters October 19. According
her account and those of others on the scene, the six leaders were then
taken inside a building and shot.

These eyewitness reports belie the claim by Gen. Hudson Austin over
radio that evening that the NJM leaders were killed during  gun battle
initiated by Bishop supporters, as well as the slander that Bishup had
linked up — openly — with counterrevolutionaries™ in arder “to wipe
out the entire leadership of the party and the army.”

Bishop had “linked up” with the workers and farmers who made the
revolution; it is Austin and his military council that huve wiped out vir-
tually the entire top leadership of the New Jewel Movement.

Austin's demagogic attempt to wrap his murderous actions the
mantle of defending the revolution was clearty given no credence b ”:hc
working people of Grenada. The new regime could not mobilize d“.};
popular support during the week leading up to {hc execulions. .Armnlrui
military vehicles fired into the crowd of Bishop's supporters, ]u!‘ht:l:: RHI
wounding many participants. And the first decree ol the vount " wi.;'; .
four-day, round-the-clock curfew, with warnings that vioketogs wouli
**shot on sight.” ) heen cleatet
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ment, with one of its founding leaders, Maurice Bishop, as prime minis-
ter.

The new government was politically independent of both the im-
perialist and local Grenadian capitalist classes, basing itself instead on
the workers and farmers. It completely dismantled Gairy’s army and of-
ficer corps, building a new army and militia.

From its first days in power, the revolutionary government began to
implement popular measures to upgrade health and education, guarantee
labor rights, improve the conditions of srnall farmers, ensure equal treat-
ment of women and upgrade their position in society, and spur economic
development.

The Grenada revolution — like the Cuban revolution twenty years
earlier, and the Nicaraguan revolution a few months later — was a rad-
ical. anticapitalist revolution. Starting from the organization of the toil-
ers to combat imperialist domination and establish democratic liberties,
the new government laid the foundation for working people to begin the
transition from capitalist propecty relations to the establishiment of a
workers” state based on nationalized property and economic planning.

“With the working people we made our popular, anti-imperialist, and
democratic revolution,” Prime Minister Bishop explained. “With them
we will build and advance to socialism and final victory.™

The establishment of the workers' and farmers’ government was the
first fruit of that anticapitalist revolution, an indispensable instrument of
the toilers to carry out the expropriation of the exploiters. [t overthrew
the political dictatorship of the capitalist minority in Grenada, replacing
it with the opening stage of what Marxists call the dictatorship of the
proletariat — that is, political rule by, and in the interests of, the workers
and poor farmers, the teiling majority.

The Grenadian capitalists, and also some U.S. and other imperialist
economic interests, retained substantial property holdings in agriculture,
industry, and commerce, but they no longer held political power. They
could no longer dictate that the government and state would act to defend
profits over the needs of the workers and farmers.

Still ahead of the revolution was the task of breaking the economic
power of the capitalist class and consolidating a workers” state. Bishop
and the NJM leadership sought to lead this transition in a way that would
be least disruptive for the Grenadian people.

They understood that it would take time, organization, education, and
discipline for the working class to prepare itself and its allies, the small
farmers, to administer an entire society and all the industrial, agricul-
tural, and commercial enterprises that make it up.

It would also take time for the new government ta build up the infras-
tructure of roads, new plant and equipment, and administrative and sci-
entific know-how to begin solid economic growth on which any lasting
betierment of living conditions had to be based.

The gains of the first years of the revolution already showed big
strides along this road. The state-owned sector was increasingly taking
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the lead in the island’s ecanomic expansion and development.

Prior to this month’s events, the capitalist press in the United States
and else}vhere“almost universally labelled Bishop and the entire NJM
leadership as “dangerous” Marxists and “proxies” for Cuba and the
Soviet Union. When news of the divisions inside the government came
out, howew_:r, the media began peddling speculation that the course fol-
!qwed by Blghc:p had become more “moderate,” and not to the liking of
“more Marxist” figures in the NJM, allegedly backed by Cuba.

An October 20 New York Times article reporting Bishop's death, for
example, chalked up the events in part to disputes over “the Prime
Minister’s policy of encouraging private industry to help improve the is-
land’s economy....”

These labels bandied about by the capitalist press — “hardline” vs.
“softline,” “moderate” vs. “radical,” “less Marxist” vs. “rigid Marxist”
— are intended to confuse and disorient readers; they are a fake and a
fraud.

How quickly and by what means to carry out a transformation of prop-
erty relations cannot be measured against some gauge oscillating from
“less Marxist” to “more Marxist,”

Following the October 1217 revolution in Russia, the Bolshevik
leadership, wrate V.I. Lenin in 1921, “made an attempt to pass, as
gradually as possible, breaking up as little of the old as possible, to the
new social relations....”

There were those in the party who errencously opposed this course,
but they were not “more Marxist” than Lenin.

Similarly, the revolutionary leaders of the Nicaraguan workers” and
farmers’ government have so far left much industry and substantial land-
holdings in private hands, while declaring socialism to be their goal and
taking important steps toward the consolidation of 2 workers’ state.

The question for a revolutionary leadership of the working class —
whether in Russia, Nicaragua, or Grenada — is not how fast to move in
the abstract, but how to prepare, educate, and organize the working
population to run saciety in their own class interests. That will be deter-
mined by many factors —— material conditions, the relationship of class
forces at home and internationally, and the capacities and experience of
the leadership.

It is wrong to think that “a revolution is like instant coffee; you just
throw it in a cup and it comes out presto,” Bishop explained in an inter-
view with Initercontinental Press in July 1980.

Bishop’s supposedly “less Marxist” position on the pace of nationali-
zations is just one example of a broadside “disinformation” campaign in
the capitalist press. It is reminiscent of the campaign earfier this year
around the assassination of Mélida Anaya Montes and suicide of Sal-
vador Cayetano Carpio, two top leaders of the Salvadoran revolutionary
movement.

There too, false charges were made of Cuban involvement in foul
crimes, and meaningless labels were slapped on individuals and political
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curtents. In both cases, the fundamental aims of the bourgeois prop-
aganda machine have been the same. _

First, the rulers hope to discredit revolutionary struggles and their
leaders in the eyes of working people throughout the world, thereby
making it easier to justify direct or indirect U.S. military invasions such
as that now under way against Grenada.

Second, the rulers hope that their rumors and false information will
foment confusion, demoralization, and divisions among revolutionary
fighters and their domestic and internationa! backers. The conscious aim
is to disrupt collzboration and solidarity, and to raise doubts about
whether it is possible to stand up and win in the fight for a better world.

From their own class standpeint, the U.S. capitalists agreed with
Fidel Castro’s 1980 statement that Grenada, Cuba, and Nicaragua are
“three giants of the Caribbean, standing up on the very threshhold of im-
perialism.” _

Bishop pointed to one reason why the U.S. rulers have been particu-
larly worrted about Grenada when he spoke to an audience of 2,500
people in New York City in June 1983. He cited a State Department re-
port that, according to Bishop, “made this point: that the Grenada revo-
lution is in one sense even worse . . . than the Cuban and Nicaraguan
revolutions because the people of Grenada and the leadership of Grenada
speak English and therefore can communicate directly with the people
of the United States.”

As the crowd rose to its feet for a prolonged ovation, Bishop con-
tinued that “95 percent of our population is Black” and can thus “have a
dangerous appeal to 30 million Black people in the United States.”

It was that powerful example set by the Grenada revolution, its lead-
ers, and its accomplishments that the U.S. rulers fear.

A central aspect of the bourgeois disinformation campaign is the
charge that Cuba and the Soviet Union were behind the killing of Bishop
and other NJM leaders. The imperialists hope to justify their false claim
that the peoples and governments of Central America and the Caribbean
have something to fear from Cuba and the USSR, and therefore need
U.S. military protection from such “subversion.”

The imperialists have kept up this campaign of lies and slanders
against Cuba despite an October 20 statement by the Cuban government
and party firmly condemning the executions. Three days of national
mourning for these revolutionists were declared in Cuba, and by the rev-
olutionary government of Nicaragua as well.

The ultimate goal of the capitalist disinformation campaign is to con-
vince werking people that it is useless to struggle. The cause of freedom,
justice, and socialism is not worth living, fighting, and — if need be —
dying for, because things always go awry. The hope and promise are al-
ways betrayed.

This was the pitch of an October 21 New York Times editorial head-
lined, “Harvest of Failure in Grenada.” The editorial concluded that, “In
an all-too-familiar pattern, the populists who led the way to power have
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now been devoured by hard army and party men.” The military regime
established over the corpses of the New Jewel Movement leaders, the
editorial claimed, represents “a hard lurch to the dogmatic and pro-
Soviet left.”

Do the recent events in Grenada represent a “harvest of failure” and a
“lurch to the left”?

Just the opposite. It was the achievements of the Grenadian workers
and farmers that made imperialism so desperate to reverse the revolution
and eliminate its leaders. Whatever the motives of General Austin and
company, their actions gave a mighty boost to this reactionary cause.

Bishop reviewed the major social accomplishments of the revolution
in his New York City speech earlier this year. He also pointed to big
strides in economic development to promote the island’s income from
tourism, agricultural production for the home and export markets, and
industrial development.

In addition, the revolution has made progress in involving working
people in determining and administering the affairs of their country. The
workers’ and farmers’™ government immediately granted and enforced
labor rights, leading to organizing drives that brought 8Q percent of the
work force into unions. Mass women's organizations, youth organiza-
tions, and farmers’ organizations were launched.

Democratic bodies called parish and worker-parish councils were set
up in workplaces, villages, and neighborhoods. These councils dis-
cussed and debated proposed government policies, including its yearly
budget and plan, and provided a forum fer criticisms and discussion of
problems of the revolution.

And Bishop announced at the New York meeting “that the time has
come for us to make another step along the way toward institutionalizing
the process that we have been building for four years.” He said that prep-
aration of a draft constitution had begun, laying the groundwork for fu-
ture elections.

These elections, he said, would not replace but instead “in-
stitutionalize and entrench the systems of popular democracy™ estab-
lished during the first years of the revolution. The goal was the “involve-
ment of our people in a participatory way from day to day and week to
week,™ not “just the right to put an X next to Tweedledum or Tweed-
ledee every five years.”

This announcement, too, has been picked up by the capitalist press for
use in its disinformation campaign. According to press accounts, Bishop
had been at odds with other NJM leaders over these plans for the con-
stitution and elections.

There were undoubtedly differences inside the NJM leadership, in-
cluding serious divisions that intensified in recent weeks. There is no
reason, however, to question the judgment of the October 20 Cuban
statement that these differences did not involve “principled differences,
but rather conflicts of personality and conceptions of leadership method,
from which other subjective factors were not absent.”
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The day prier to the execution of Bishap, the capitalist media reported
an October 17 radio address by Gen. Austin given, according to him, on
behalt of the party’s Central Committee. According to Austin, while
“there has been no dispute™ over the “political and economic policies of
the party,” the Central Committee had voted to expel Bishop from the
party "to stop the steady growth of one-man rule in our party and coun-
wy.”

_ Austin sought to create the impression that the army was merely act-
ing to ensure implementation of party decisions adopted by a majority
led by Deputy Prime Minister Bernard Coard.

Several facts should be noted about Austin’s October 17 statement
:_md about the persistent reports in the capitalist media that the new mil-
itary government is being run by Coard.

First, when the late Foreign Minister Unison Whiteman returned to
Grenada from New York where he had addressed the United Nations
General Assembly, he phoned the Caribbean News Agency Oclober 18
to repart that, contrary to Austin’s claim. the NIM Central Committee
had not beent meeting in recent days.

Moreover, Coard has not been heard from since October 14, when
news of Bishop’s house arrest first began to be reported. Coard was not
Fncntmned in Austin's subsequent. October 19, radio address announc-
ing the military council. and he was not named as one of the council’s
sixtern members.

Whatever further facts tum up about Coard’s role and the internal
strife in the New Jewel Movement. it is nevertheless clear that the Cuban
stalement was cormect to stress the disruptive character and tragic results
of interna! factional maneuvering against the NYM's central leadership
around Bishop. This ended up paralyzing the party. Whatever the exact
sequence of events, this paralysis in turn paved the way for a military
takeover, the executions. and the devastated condition of the revolution
that made the country so vulnerable to invasion.

Cuban Marxists have direct experience with such disruptive leader-
ship methods. At the end of 1961, the July 26 Movement — which had
I@d the workers and peasants to victory and to the consolidation of the
first workers” state in the Americas — fused with two other parties to
form the Integrated Revolutionary Organizations (ORI).

Th_e new organization secretary of the ORI was Anibal Escalante, a
longtime leader of the Popular Socialist Party (PSP), the traditional
Moscow-line Communist Party. Escalante abused his position to build
up 2 party and state apparatus increasingly composed of PSP cadres,
winking at special privileges and bureaucratic practices. He also started
a rumor-mill belittling the July 26 leaders.

The concrete siwation in Cuba was quite different from what de-
veloped in Grenada, of course. [t should be noted, however, that the Es-
;alante grouping circulated the charge that Castro was refusing to fune-
tion as part of the collective party leadership. It dismissed the popular
support for Castro and other July 26 leaders as signs of a “personality
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cult.”
[n March 1962 Castro gave a televised speech pointing to the danger-

ous growth of bureaucracy, privilege, and favoritism fostered by Es-
calante. The party leadership removed Escalante from his post. On Cas-
tro’s proposal, the procedure for becoming a party member was changed
so that nominations would come from assemblies of the candidate’s
coworkers; this has remained the procedure ever since.

A common bourgeois press speculation at the time, echoed by many
i the radical movement internationally, was that “more hardline Marx-
‘sts” from the PSP had been taking over, pushing aside the “more mod-
erate” July 26 team. Some groups claiming to be Marxist even lined up
with Escalante in the dispute on this basis.

A workers’ and farmers’ government such as that established in Gre-
nada in March 1979 marks a necessary stage in a socialist revolution,
consolidating the toilers’ power over a reconstructed government and
state apparatus. While there are no set timetables or recipes for the trans-
ition to a workers® state, the revolution will ultimately either move for-
ward to the expropriation of the capitalists and landlords, or it will be
driven back, allowing the reestablishment of capitalist class rule.

In Russia in 1917-18 and Cuba in 1959-60, workers’ and farmers’
governments went forward to the consolidation of workers” states under
revolutionary Marxist leaderships. Following World War 11, workers’
states were consclidated in China, Yugoslavia. and other Eastern Euro-
pean countries despite Stalinist leaderships that lacked the revolutionary
capacities of the Bolshevik and Cuban parties.

A year or two following the victorious struggle in Algetia against
French colonial tule, a workers’ and farmers’ government came into
existence there as well. Between late 1963 and mid-1963, that govern-
ment took increasingly radical, anticapitalist measures against both for-
eign imperialist and local Algerian holdings. It mobilized the workers
and poor peasants to exercise greater control over their society and eco-
nomy. The left wing of the Algerian leadership, led by head of state Ben
Bella, publicly declared its intention to follow the course charted by the
Cuban revolution.

The Ben Bella group, however, was not a Marxist leadership like that
of the Cuban, Nicaraguan, and Grenada revolutions. In response 1o re-
sistance by procapitalist forces to the radical course of the revolution,
Ben Bella vacillated and retreated. He did not rely on mobilization of the
workers and poor peasants to defend and extend their gains.

As a result, a clique of officers in the revolutionary army, which had
been built in the course of the anticolonial struggle, overthrew Ben Bella
in June 1965. Gen. Houari Boumedienne, who had himself initially been
associated with the left wing, replaced Ben Bella.

The workers' and farmers’ government in Algeria had become quite
rotted out by the time of the 1965 coup, and the takeover did not neces-
sitate the bloody liguidation of the former leadership; Ben Bella was
jailed but not executed. The new regime was not a rightist government a
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la Chile, but sought to dampen popular eppesition by claiming to defend
certain previous gains and retaining an anti-imperialist posture in foreign
policy.

Nonetheless, the Algerian workers’ and farmers® government had
been overthrown. It was replaced by a radical, bourgeois nationalist re-
gime such as those that have come to power in a2 number of Middle East-
ern, African, Asian, and Latin American countries as a result of the up-
surge of the colonial revolution since World War II.

The course of the Grenada revolution since 1979 has been strikingly
different from the trajectory of the Algerian workers” and farmers’ gov-
ernment, above all because of the capacities of the Marxist leadership
tearn of Bishop and other NJM leaders. They were deeply influenced by
the experiences and lessons learned from the Cuban revolution and its
proletarian internationalist leadership.

The Grenada revolution had not rotted out, nor were the workers and
farmers demobilized when the events of this month erupted. That is why
the new regime had to slaughter the central core of the leadership and
subject the masses to hails of bullets and a “shoot-to-kill,” four-day cur-
few.

That is also why imperialism decided to directly intervene with its
own forces. While Washington recognized the serious blow that the rev-
olution had taken, it also recognized that the revolution had not yet been
crushed. It is seeking by its own might to hold down the workers and
farmers, prevent the reemergence of a revolutionary leadership, and deal
the workers’ and farmers’ government a final deathblow.

‘Whatever the outcome of the battle between the imperialist forces and
the Grenadian people, one thing can be said with certainty. While it may
be possible for Washington to roll back the Grenada revolution for a
time, it cannot erase from history the exampte and rich lessons of the
past four years. The workers” and farmers’ govermment brought to
power by the Grenadian pecple remains one of the three giants of the
Caribbean for revolutionary-minded working people throughout the
Americas and the world.

Nor can the imperialists sweep away the contribution ade by
Maurice Bishop and the New Jewel Movement to the process of con-
structing 2 new, international revolutionary leadership of the working
class and its allies.

Bishop, the other slain NIM leaders, and those Grenadians who fell
October 19 and are falling today in defense of their country’s
sovereignty — they join the ranks of martyrs of the international work-
ing-class movement.

Right now, the best tribute we can pay them is to tum our efforts to
mobilizing the broadest possible opposition to the U.S. occupation of
their homeland and to Washington’s efforts to use this criminal invasion
to bring closer the direct use of U.S. military power to halt the advance
of the socialist revolution in Nicaragua, El Salvador, and throughout the
Caribbean and Central America.



