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Preface

It is amazing that no collection of Fidel Castro’s specches has
appeared in the United States until this, the second decade of the Cuban
Revolution. This Revolution played an important part in defining the New
Left in the early 1960’s. Coming after the silent fifties, students in the early
sixties reacted to two major events: the sit-ins in the American South and the
revolution in Cuba. The role of noted liberals like John F. Kennedy, Adlai
Stevenson, and Arthur Schlesinger, Jr. in the United States’ attempts to crush
the Revolution, pushed more and more students out of the liberal wing of
Democratic politics into protest politics, and finally to the point where they
saw the American government as the principal enemy of the majority of the
people of the world. Kennedy’s hard line on Cuba, Stevenson’s denial. of U.S.
involvement and his subsequent role in defending those policies in the United
Nations, and Professor Schlesinger’s mendacious propaganda for the State
Department in justifying American armed intervention in Cuba, must be
credited, in part, for the radicalism of the student movement and its profound
disillusionment with established institutions in this country.

As the confrontation between the United States and Cuba continued, in-
creasing numbers of young people sensed a strong identification with the
Cuban Revolution. The policies of the New Frontier made many skeptical
of our own country’s intentions in the world, and Fidel Castro’s dramatic re-
forms—including the illiteracy campaign which saw thousands of city youths
going to live with the poor in the countryside to teach them to read and
write—made many see revolutionary Cuba as an alternative to either American
or Eastern European visions of a future society.

In the early years of the Cuban Revolution, the Fair Play for Cuba Com-
mittee printed and distributed materials on the Revolution, including Fidel’s
speeches. By 1963, the Committee was, for all intents and purposes, dead,
and the U.S. blockade made travel and communication with Cuba difficult.
Here and there, individuals or groups went to that island. But by and large,
one had to depend on the American mass media for information. Clearly, this
was not very satisfactory. In 1966, the Cuban government began printing a
weekly review in English, Granma, yet it was difficult to obtain in the United
States.
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Introduction « xiii

tion, that obliges us to follow the policy of mutual admiration with all kinds
of reformists and pseudo-revolutionaries.” “Whoever stops to wait for ideas
to triumph among the majority of the masses before initiating revolutionary
action will never be a revolutionary,” Fidel said at a meeting of the Organi-
zation of Latin American Solidarity. The revolutionary must not wait for
society to change itself, nor for objective conditions to be just “right”; “If
that had been our way of thinking, we would never have initiated a revolu-
tionary process. It was enough for the ideas to take root in a sufficient
number of men for revolutionary action to be initiated, and through this
action, the masses started to acquire these ideas; the masses acquired that
consciousness.”

He stresses that the best education is example; that the example of
men fighting will provide a rallying point, inspire hope, and suggest to others
a path of action. He argues against the liberals and sectarian leftists who
each in their own way equivocate and procrastinate: they are continually
studying the “whys” and “wherefores” of everything and, in fact, do not
trust the revolutionary potential of the people once an opening is provided.
A strong democratic spirit flows through Fidel’s speeches, for he says that
the people, although they need the example of armed revolutionaries to
move them to action, will carry forth the struggle and write the history of
Latin America. Thus, Fidel rejects the notion common among many leftists
that they must have the correct “line” before moving. “Many times practice
comes first and then theory. Our people too are an example of that. Many.
the immense majority of those who today proudly call themselves Marxist-
Leninists, arrived at Marxism-Leninism by way of the revolutionary strug-
gle. To exclude, to deny, to reject a priori all those who from the beginning
did not call themselves communists is an act of dogmatism and unqualified
sectarianism. Whoever denies that it is the road of revolution which leads the
people to Marxism is no Marxist although he may call himself a commu-
nist.”

A second theme that dominates Fidel’s speeches and also has imme-
diate significance for the New Left of the advanced industrial country, is a
vision of communist society and the new “socialist man.” In practice, most
“communist” countries go through a stage of socialism—i.e., industrializa-
tion—and then proceed to the stage of communism where scarcity no longer
exists. The social laws regulating each stage are, in the socialist society,
“from each according to his ability, to each according to his work.” In the
communist society it is “to each according to his need.” By these catego-
ries, no country is yet communist. Nonetheless, in the years after 1966,
Fidel has increasingly turned his attention to the problems of how to build
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Introduction - xvii

awareness with money or wealth.” The Cubans do not say, first we fill
people’s stomachs and then we talk about democracy and communism;
they say the two must go hand in hand: the means must serve the ends.
Communism cannot develop out of a society which uses capitalist values to
grow. Moral incentives—the attempt to get people to work out of commit-
ment to the community and not for more money—create a communist
society while developing the country.

Cuba’s militant international position, as well as the emphasis on
moral incentives for economic development, also acts to protect the dem-
ocratic nature of the revolution. The constant identification of the Cuban
people with the armed struggles of other peoples serves to reinforce the idea
that the revolution must never be considered won until all people are free.
This identification counteracts the consumer mentality and the smugness
and complacency of the Soviets and Eastern Europeans; a people, identified
with armed struggle, and prepared to lend support to those struggles, is not
easily swept up with interest in the latest Paris fashions. The Cuban inter-
national position, the solidarity with Latin American revolutions and the
Vietnamese, continually maintains political awareness and militates against
peaceful coexistence with imperialism.

The example of Cuba gives the New Left inspiration: it is living proof
that a determined people and strong leadership can defeat the most power-
ful military forces in the world. Fidel’s speeches, with their emphasis on
struggle and their vision of a new society and a “new man,” speak not only
to the Cuban people but also to the youth of America today.

—MARTIN KENNER






I. The Revolution in Power:
From Reform
to Revolution

A. Overview: Economic Problems Con-
fronting Cuba and the Underdeveloped
World

B. Economic Reform: Cuba’s Agrarian
Reform

C. Counter-Revolution: “The whole na-
tion on the march, afraid of nothing.”

D. Turn Toward Socialism: Cuba’s So-
cialism Proclaimed






A. Overview: Economic Problems Con-
fronting Cuba and the Underdeveloped
World

This speech provides an excellent overview of the problems
confronting the new revolutionary government and the reforms instituted to
eradicate them.

In twenty-one months in power, the Revolutionary Government had
effected an agrarian reform that broke the back of the old Cuban ruling
class. It had begun to alleviate the misery of the rural poor, eliminated
corruption as a way of life in Cuba, severed its dependent relationship with
the United States, began to establish an independent foreign and trade
policy, and incurred the wrath of the most powerful nation in the world.

The media in the United States reacted in a hysterical and strident
manner to the visit of the Cuban revolutionary leader to New York. News
stories ranged from tales about Cuban diplomats plucking and cooking
chickens in their hotel rooms, to comparisons between Castro and Hitler
because of the length and style of Castro’s speeches.

This speech is a brilliant exposition of the problems and causes of
economic backwardness. Fidel shows how the backward capitalist coun-
tries, and Cuba in particular, suffer in their relations with the advanced
capitalist countries. Backwardness is created in the Third World hand in
hand with development of the advanced countries: the depletion of natural
resources, the promotion of an economy tied to a socially unprofitable
export trade, the blocking of domestic industrial development, and the
strengthening of the corrupt and parasitic elements of the society by the
imperial powers, all serve to create backwardness—not simply to retard
growth.

In this four-and-one-half-hour speech, presented from only a page of
notes, Fidel explains the history of the dispute between Cuba and the
United States and presents a catalogue of the social problems confronting
the Revolution; he states that any underdeveloped country attempting to

Delivered at the General Assembly of the United Nations, New York, September
26, 1960, “Year of Agrarian Reform.”

3
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The Revolution in Power: From Reform to Revolution + 7

Naturally, it all depends on whether it is possible to secure the support of
the United States.

For instance, now they say they oppose one of these governments of
force: the government of Trujillo. But they do not say they are against other
governments of force—that of Nicaragua, or Paraguay, for example. The
Nicaraguan one is no longer a government of force; it is a monarchy that is
almost as constitutional as that of the United Kingdom, where the reins of
power are handed down from father to son. The same would have occurred
in my own country. It was the type of government of force—that of Fulgen-
cio Batista—which suited the American monopolies in Cuba, but it was not,
of course, the type of government which suited the Cuban people. And the
Cuban people, at a great cost in lives and sacrifices, overthrew that govern-
ment.

What Did the Revolution Find
When it Came to Power?

What did the Revolution find when it came to power in Cuba? What
marvels did the Revolution find when it came to power in Cuba? First of
all, the Revolution found that 600,000 able Cubans were unemployed—as
many, proportionately, as were unemployed in the United States at the time
of the great depression which shook this country and which almost created
a catastrophe in the United States. That was our permanent unemployment.
Three million out of a population of somewhat over six million did not have
electric lights and did not enjoy the advantages and comforts of electricity.
Three and a half million out of a total of slightly more than six million lived
in huts, shacks, and slums, without the slightest sanitary facilities. In the
cities, rents took almost one-third of family incomes. Electricity rates and
rents were among the highest in the world. Thirty-seven and one half per-
cent of our population was illiterate; seventy percent of the rural children
had no teachers; two percent of our population, that is, one hundred thou-
sand persons out of a total of more than six million suffered from tubercu-
losis. Ninety-five percent of the children in rural areas were affected by
parasites; the infant mortality rate was very high, the average life span
very low.

On the other hand, eighty-five percent of the small farmers were
paying rents which came to almost thirty percent of their income for the
use of land, while one and one-half percent of the landowners controlled
forty-six percent of the total land area of the nation. The proportion of
hospital beds to the number of inhabitants of the country was ridiculous
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capital to discuss problems, one of those who are sent from their place of work
to discuss with the Ministers, with the government, to express their opinions,
to participate actively in the affairs of the country? You who remember that
past, I am sure, if you were asked to renounce your position as proletarians
to become semi-exploiters, I am sure that you would all say: “No, we will not
renounce our proletarian position. We now, more than ever, wish to be pro-
letarians, because in our hands is the destiny of our country. We wish to
change it into a better world, without exploiters or exploited of any kind.”

That, compaiieros, is the way we must think. To be a pro]etarian is an
honor and title above any other in our society; more than material advantages
you may be able to acquire.

Yesterday it was the owner of the latifundio; yesterday the Yankee was
the boss and made the “shape-up”? every day. Today, he with the highest
honor, the master of our country, is not the Yankee, nor is it the landlord ex-
ploiter. It is the proletarian!

The co-operatives have fulfilled their usefulness. They had deficiencies,
great deficiencies. Each of the two types of production has been tested. Is it
not correct to take one more forward step, a step that will bring together all
the workers of the countryside, the workers of the Granjas and you [co-opera-
tivists] and those who work with you in the cane fields but who are not co-
operativists?

Agricultural Working-Class Advance

With this step, the agricultural proletariat begins to advance, becomes the
most numerous sector of the working class in our country—agreat in size, num-
ber, and importance—because altogether, on the co-operatives, and on the
Granjas, there are more than 250,000 workers. With this step, the Revolution
will have 250,000 rural proletarians, a great and formidable force for the
Revolution.

When the small independent farmer unites in order to produce more
economically, he advances. For that reason, the true co-operative is one which
is formed from independent producers who are not proletarians. The small
farmer is the one who is attached to the land, to his small plot of ground. He
has a feeling of ownership that the proletariat does not have, that the land is
his world; he does not have the advanced mentality of the proletariat. When
he joins with others, that is a forward step for him and for the Revolution.

9 Morning assembly of workers at which the overseer chose those who would
work for the day and assigned them tasks.
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That is what we must think about, because that is what we must struggle
for. Not now, now in the pale shadow of the future, although life today is much
better than in the past, but tomorrow, a tomorrow which is not far off.

Think where we would be today, if this could have been said forty or
sixty years ago when the Republic was born. Then the Revolution would not
have had to dedicate a whole year to the problem of a million illiterates. Our
countryside would now be full of riches, of comfort, and conveniences.

It is clear that we Cubans were not ready for this sixty years ago, and for
that reason we have these problems today. Nevertheless, we can now say: we
are beginning! For this reason we will have in the future what we do not have
today, what the previous generations could not do for us.

Is this, or is this not, the way a people ought to think? Is it, or is it not, the
way everyone ought to think? You know that these are not simply words; you
know it because now, in your children, you see that which you would have
liked to have when you were children. There are many of you who say: “What
wouldn’t T give to be your age today; the opportunities that you now have
which I did not have!”

When parents who could not even go to school—who walked barefoot,
who perhaps even saw a little brother left to die, without a doctor, without
help—when they look at their children with hope, and above all with assur-
ance as you all do, who could hesitate or doubt it, what parent today doesn’t
think that his child has a secure future? What parent today doesn’t know that
his child will have a very different future from the one he had? What parent
doesn’t know that his child will become all that he wishes, that he will reach
the highest places in skills, in culture, and in work, that all opportunities
will be open to him? Now there is no longer even the fear that so many par-
ents have when they ask, “what will become of my children if I lose my life?”

Thousands of young campesinos are now studying. If there are not more
in our institutes, in our technical schools, in our universities, it is simply be-
cause most campesinos did not go beyond second or third grade. That is why
there are not more campesinos in the secondary grades; that is why there are
not more campesinos in the universities. Nevertheless, soon it will not be like
this, because soon he will be able to go as far in school as he wishes.

And if there are not enough teachers? I can now say that the appeal made
by the Revolutionary government for 4,500 students for the pre-vocational
school of Minas del Rio has met with a response of 8000 applications.

Although our schools might have deficiencies, teachers deficient in some
case and even teachers who do not teach, it will not be this way in the future,
because everything is being built from the ground up. And although there are
not thousands of young people from the countryside in our universities, there
are thousands of young agricultural workers studying. And this year, in the
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54 - Fidel Castro Speaks

How do we resolve the problem of housing? It is impossible now to
build houses for all. It is necessary then, in order to resolve this problem, not
to be too ambitious. We must spend whatever we can to resolve the problem
of a place to live at least, even though that dwelling is not as good as the
houses being constructed in the towns, because the housing problem cannot
be solved in one year.

Each and every one of these problems must be looked after. But how? By
thinking of the future, thinking of the interests of the nation, thinking of the
interests of all the workers. This is how we must think, because if we are all
dependent on others, if no one can depend only on himself, then we must
always think of the interests of all. If one concerns himself not only with his
own needs, but with the needs of others, then others will look out for the
needs of the individual.

Thus, we must discuss, not with orders and commands, but with reason
and truth; because faced with the truth, faced with what is reasonable, no one
can oppose; faced with what is just, no one can be opposed. Always with rea-
son, always with what is just, always discussing, always teaching, never impos-
ing, but persuading, with you participating.

From among you must come your union leaders. Now, at last, we can
reply to the question, which has been asked many times: “Why don’t we have
a union?” Indeed, you will have unions, your union leaders, the Technical Ad-
visory Councils will come from among you. In the future, more and more of
you will become leaders. And finally, from you, from the mass of the prole-
tariat, will come those who will advance the countryside. You will display the
maximum interest, responsibility, sense of duty, patriotism; thinking of the
nation, thinking of our great people, who, united, must march forward, who,
united, must conquer their future. Thus, each time we are more aware of our
social debts; each time less egotistic; each time more brotherly; each time
more stripped of the dead weight of the voices of the past, to continue adapting
our thinking and our actions to the present and to the future.

We trust in you, cane workers; we trust in the revolutionary spirit of the
great masses. We know that you will put forth the maximum effort in the face
of the present difficulties. We know that you will assert yourself in the face of
weakness, the spirit of laziness, and before those who do not feel a sense of
duty, those who do not understand the great truth; that work is the most hon-
orable activity of man, the most fundamental necessity of man; that work
makes men out of us.

Let us work for all, so that all will work for each one of us.

Patria o muerte! Venceremos!
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the people with us? The people are not with us for purely sentimental rea-
sons; the people are with the Revolutionary Government because we have
made revolutionary laws. Why are the peasants with the Revolutionary Gov-
ernment? Why is the great majority of the people with the Revolutionary
Government? Why do the people defend the Revolutionary Government?
Simply because we have been defending the people, because we have been
dictating revolutionary measures.

Let us publicly discuss this and once and for all, and respond to those
slanderers and detractors of the revolution, so that they will take off their
masks, so that they will say that their accusations of us as Communists arise
because they don’t have the courage to admit they are against the Revolu-
tionary Laws. Then, as they can have nothing further to say or to accuse the
Revolutionary Government with . . .

What must be analyzed is the Revolutionary Government’s actions, and
what the people must be asked is if they are in agreement with everything
the Revolutionary Government has done. (SHOUTS OF YES, YES). . . .

I ask the people if they are or they aren’t in agreement with the fact
that we have established the most honorable administration they have ever
known in their history. (SHOUTS OF APPROVAL THROUGHOUT) . . . I ask the
people if they are or they aren’t in agreement with the fact that the Revolu-
tionary Government has put an end to smuggling . . . if they are or they
aren’t in agreement with the fact that the Revolutionary Government has put
an end to a public administration by the bottle and graft . . . T ask the
people if they are or are not in accord with the fact that the Revolutionary
Government has not gambled with the life of the country as was done before,
if they are or they are not in accord with the fact that the Revolutionary Gov-
ernment has shot the war criminals. I ask the people if they are or they are
not in agreement with what the Revolutionary Government has done to-
ward recovering the wealth of the landlords who got rich during the
Tyranny.! . . . if they are or they are not in agreement with the fact that
the Revolutionary Government has converted the Bureau of Investigation into
a park and the Military Camp into a center of learning which the people so
badly need . . .

I ask the people if they are or they are not in agreement with the fact
that the Revolutionary Government has turned the Regimental Quarters
into places of learning . . . if they are or they are not in agreement with the
annulment of the contract the Tyranny made with the Telephone Company

. with the fact that the cost of medicines is reduced, with the fact that

1 Regime of Fulgencio Batista.
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porting it; planting grain, cotton; with the fact that we can produce foodstuffs
here instead of importing them, in order to give work to a half million of our
compatriots who don’t have jobs. (APPLAUSE)

Dealing Privileges and Injustices a Blow

I ask the people if they are, or are not in agreement with the Revolution-
ary Government’s plans for industrialization. Then I ask myself what has the
Revolutionary Government done with which the people are not in agreement?
What has the Revolutionary Government done except to increase the welfare
of the people, except to defend the interest of the people, except to sacrifice
itself for the homeland.

For the first time, exceptional circumstances present themselves to us.
For the first time in the history of the Cuban nation—which has spanned four
centuries and began with the Indians persecuted and murdered by the Con-
quistadores, and which then continued on to a greater stage of slavery, when
men were bought and sold like beasts and which ended on the modern stage
with 20,000 deaths, thousands of peasants’ homes burned, thousands of peas-
ants murdered in the name of egoism, of avarice, and of the large, powerful
interests. (APPLAUSE )

In this latest stage of the history of the Cuban nation a revolutionary
power surges for the first time into public life, a power which is dealing a
damaging blow to all the privileges, all the injustices and has finally re-
deemed the tarnished manhood of men who in some cases can trace their
origins back more than four centuries. It is the [Revolutionary Government]
which proposes the construction of what in fifty years had never been con-
structed: streets, aqueducts, schools, hospitals, pavements; in fifty years noth-
ing had ever been done; the industries had never been explored. What else
can the Cuban people and their Revolutionary Government do if not defend
Cuban interests?

They defend them in Cuba and they defend them outside of Cuba, be-
cause I ask myself and I ask the people if a posture of dignity and courage
is worthwhile for the Cuban people to have in international organizations?
(APPLAUSE) I would continue to ask the people if they are or are not in
agreement with the fact that the beaches, once the exclusive privilege of a
few, have now been opened up to the Cuban people regardless of color,
without stupid prejudices. I ask the people if they are or they are not in
agreement with the fact that equal opportunities of employment are open to
Cubans of every color. And so we will continue, asking what has the Revolu-
tionary Government done that has not benefited its people.
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. . . Those which aren’t Cuban are the boats which bring us products
from abroad; that which isn’t Cuban is most of the rice, grain, textiles,
and industrial articles we have consumed. Those which aren’t Cuban are
those trusts which exploited our mines and obtained privileged conces-
sions; nor were those interests Cuban which contracted out the greater part of
our land, which was possibly rich in oil.

Those which weren’t Cuban were the bombs which murdered our peas-
ants during the war. Nor the weapons which murdered twenty thousand of
our compatriots. Those which weren’t Cuban were the trainers of that mer-
cenary army destroyed by the Revolution. Those which aren’t Cuban are the
bases from which they attack us, those planes and bombs and incendiaries
and anti-personnel bombs which are launched against a friendly country in
peacetime. That which also is not Cuban is the campaign of lies, the cam-
paign of slanders which they direct toward us. That which isn’t Cuban are
those critics who defame our people and those international agencies who
describe all of our country’s “horrors.”

And that is the truth, that is the truth which the people must be told;
that is the truth which negates the cynics and the insulters. Because we
have taken Cuban measures, their venomous campaign against our revolution
was surrounded by the same catchwords, the same lies told by all the great
national and international interests, the enemies of our country.

What do the Reactionaries Want?

What do the forces of reaction want? Do they want, perhaps, to train
our peasants and our workers? No. Look at the clamor of reaction: a clamor
which pretends to represent the Authentic Party, but which it certainly doesn’t
represent, because the true representative of that party is Dr. Carlos Prio
Socarras, and he is right here with us; those voices lure us no longer, like the
ranting of La Marina and of Avance. What have those newspapers done even
today? One of the first things planned is to form solidarity with the traitor Hu-
bert Matos. In the second place, they tried to toss those same Communist
insinuations at the Revolutionary Government. In the third place they say
. . . “The Revolution does not need to arm the workers and peasants to
defend itself from its enemies. The proven courage and skill of the army is
sufficient and better able to incarnate the moral strength of the people, of the
whole country.” And further: “If these considerations of democracy are not
realized, these risky and fatiguing techniques will continue on the part of the
great multitude when it is more necessary to have relaxation and serenity.”
Relaxation, when the bombers criminally send their bombs against us and
machine-gun our people . . . (SHOUTS)
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the Cuban people a Revolution such as this is possible. (APPLAUSE) The
faint-hearted don’t matter. When have the faint-hearted cver been important
in the history of a people? The vacillators don’t matter. When have the
vacillators been important to the history of a people? The cowards don’t mat-
ter. When have the cowards ever been important in the history of a people?
(ApPLAUSE) What did the vacillators and the faint-hearted matter when we
were only twelve men? What did it matter if they tried to prevent the Revolu-
tion when the Revolution was destined to triumph, and if those twelve men
were able to carry that fight to the rest of the nation? . . .
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we should outline the course to follow, analyze a little what we have done up
to now, see at what point in our history we are, and what we have ahead. We
have all had a chance to see the parade. Maybe we on this platform could
appreciate it better than you in the square, maybe still better than those who
have paraded. This May Day tells a lot; it tells a lot about what the Revolu-
tion has been so far, what it has achieved so far; but maybe it does not tell us
as much as it tells our visitors.

We have been witnesses, all us Cubans, of every step taken by the Revo-
lution, so maybe we cannot realize how much we have advanced as fully as
can be understood by visitors, particularly those visitors from Latin America,
where today they are still living in a world very similar to the one we lived in
yesterday. It is as if they were suddenly transported from the past to the pres-
ent of our Revolution, with all its extraordinary progress as compared to the
past. We do not intend tonight to stress the merit of what we have done. We
merely want to locate ourselves in the present.

We had a chance today to see genuine results of the Revolution on this
May Day, so different from the May Days of the past. Formerly that date was
the occasion for each sector of labor to set forth its demands, its aspirations
for improvement, to men who were deaf to the working-class interests, men
who could not even accede to those basic demands because they did not
govern for the people, for the workers, for the peasants, or for the humble;
they governed solely for the privileged and the dominant economic interests.
Doing anything for the people would have meant harming the interests that
they represented, and so they could not accede to any just demand from the
people. The May Day parades of those days marked the complaints and pro-
test of the workers.

How different today’s parade has been! How different even from the
first parades after the Revolution triumphed. Today’s parade shows us how
much we have advanced. The workers now do not have to submit themselves
to those trials; the workers now do not have to implore deaf executives; the
workers now are not subject to the domination of any exploiting class; the
workers no longer live in a country run by men serving exploiting interests.
The workers now know that everything the Revolution does, everything the
government does or can do, has one goal: helping the workers, helping the
people. Otherwise, there would be no explanation for the spontaneous senti-
ment of support for the Revolutionary Government, that overflowing good will
that every man and woman has expressed today.

Fruits of the Revolution are seen everywhere. The first to parade today
were the children of the Camilo Cienfuegos school center. We saw the Pion-
eers parade by with the smile of hope, confidence, and affection. We saw the
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done by Cuban pilots with Cuban planes. This was done with planes on which
they painted our insignia.

If nothing else, this deed should be enough to demonstrate how miser-
able are the actions of imperialism. It should be enough for us to realize what
Yankee imperialism really is and what its press and government are. It is
possible that millions have heard only the report that Cuban planes piloted
by defectors had attacked our airports. This was planned; the imperialists
studied the plan to bomb and the way to deceive the entire world. This should
serve to keep us alert and to understand that the imperialists are capable of
the most monstrous lies to cover the most monstrous deeds.

U.S. leaders publicly confessed their participation—without that ex-
planation which they owe the world—and this after the statements made by
Kennedy that they would never participate in aggression—and saved us the
effort of finding proof. Who were those who fought against the workers and
peasants? We will explain.

Privileged Class Mercenaries

Of the first mercenaries, we can say that without counting ships’ crews,
there are nearly 1,000 prisoners. Concerning that thousand we know the
following: About 800 came from well-to-do families. They had a total of
27,556 caballerias of land, 9,666 houses, seventy industries, ten sugar centrals,
two banks, and five mines. So 800 out of 1,000 had all that. Moreover, many
belonged to exclusive clubs and many were former soldiers for Batista.

Remember, during the prisoner interrogation I asked who was a cane
cutter and only one said that he had cut cane once. That is the social compo-
sition of the invaders.

We are sure that if we ask all those here how many owned sugar cen-
trals, there would not be even one. If we asked the combatants who died,
members of the militia or soldiers of the Revolutionary Army, if we compared
the wealth of those who fell, surely there would be no land, no banks, no sugar
centrals, or the like listed. And some of the shameless invaders said that they
came to fight for ideals!

The invaders came to fight for free enterprise! Imagine, at this time for
some idiot to come here to say that he fought for free enterprise! As if our
people did not know what free enterprise was! It was slums, unemployment,
begging. One hundred thousand families working the land to turn over twenty-
five percent of their production to shareholders who never saw that land. How
can they come to speak about free enterprise to a country where there was
unemployment, illiteracy, and where one had to beg to get into a hospital?
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the law setting a limit on landholdings, were never enforced. There were
teachers without employment, while children lacked schooling.

The Batista group took over through a coup sponsored by imperialism
and the exploiting class; they needed such a man as Batista, so that the rural
guard 2 would serve the landowners against the peasants. It did not matter to
them that the nation was being plundered. The landowners did not give any-
body modern weapons to fight that regime; they gave arms to that bloody re-
gime itself, not caring how it violated the constitution. The Yankees did not
give arms to anybody to fight Batista. None of the fine little gentlemen fought,
because they still had their Cadillacs; they had a regime that guaranteed
their frivolous life. They cared nothing about politics, for they had a very
good life. Now that their privileges had ended, they found a Yankee govern-
ment willing to give them arms to come here and shed the blood of workers
and peasants. (APPLAUSE)

Those gentlemen spoke of elections. What elections did they want? The
ones of the corrupt politicians who bought votes? Those elections in which a
poor person had to turn over his ballot in return for work? Those fake elec-
tions that were just a means for the exploiting class to stay in power? Those
elections which were not a military coup? There are many pseudo-democ-
racies in Latin America; what laws have they passed for the peasants? Where
is nationalization of industry? Where is their agrarian reform? (APPLAUSE)

A revolution expressing the will of the people is an election every day,
not every four years; it is a constant meeting with the people, like this meet-
ing. The old politicians could never have gathered as many votes as there
are people here tonight to support the Revolution. Revolution means a thor-
ough change.

What do they want? Elections with pictures on the lampposts. The
Revolution has exchanged the conception of pseudo-democracy for direct
government by the people.

No Time for Elections

There had to be a period to abolish privilege. Do the people now have
time for elections? No! What were the political parties? Just an expression of
class interests. Here there is just one class, the humble; that class is in power,
and so it is not interested in the ambition of an exploiting minority to get
back in power. Those people would have no chance at all in an election. The
Revolution has no time to waste in such foolishness. There is no chance for

2 Rural policemen or Rurales under Batista, known for their brutality and feared
by the peasants.
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such miserable governments. After the aggression that killed peasants and
workers, it is inconceivable that [the U.S.] has even begun a policy of break-
ing with Cuba, instead of breaking with Somoza, Guatemala, or their own
government in Washington that pays for planes, tanks, and arms to come
here and kill peasants.

The Costa Rican government has said that, if mercenaries are executed,
it will break with us. It has no reason at all for a break, so it seeks some pre-
text, and hits upon the excuse of “if there are executions.” That government,
in what constitutes insolent intervention, stated its disposition to break with
us if any of the mercenaries are executed. It does not break with Kennedy
who organized the expedition, nor with Guatemala, nor Nicaragua. We did
not break with Costa Rica; we merely answered the note.

Those who promote the policy of isolating Cuba at the orders of im-
perialism are miserable traitors to the interests and feelings of America. (AP-
PLAUSE) These facts show us the rotten politics that prevail in many Latin
American countries, and how the Cuban Revolution has turned those corrupt
forms upside down to establish new forms in this country.

New Socialist Constitution

To those who talk to us about the 1940 constitution, we say that the
1940 constitution is already too outdated and old for us. We have advanced
beyond that short section of the 1940 constitution that was good for its time
but which was never carried out. That constitution has been left behind by
this revolution, which, as we have said, is a socialist revolution. We must talk
of a new constitution, yes, a new constitution, but not a bourgeois constitu-
tion, not a constitution contributing to the domination of certain classes by
exploiting classes, but a constitution contributing to a new social system with-
out the exploitation of man by man. That new social system is called Social-
ism, and this constitution will therefore be a socialist constitution.

Kennedy’s Protests

If Mr. Kennedy does not like socialism, well, we do not like imperialism!
We do not like capitalism! We have as much right to protest over the exis-
tence of an imperialist-capitalist regime ninety miles from our coast as he
feels he has to protest over the existence of a socialist regime ninety miles
from his coast. Now then, we would not think of protesting over that, because
that is the business of the people of the United States. It would be absurd for
us to try to tell the people of the United States what system of government
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never even thought of the possibility of discussing our regime. We will dis-
cuss only things that will not affect our sovereignty. We do want to negotiate
on behalf of peace.

Those who do not worry about taking the American people to war are
being led by emotions. We have no fear. If they think so, let them get over
that idea. No Cuban is afraid. If they think we will discuss internal politics,
let them forget that, for no one here will do that. Let them discuss all topics
they want to discuss. We discussed things with the invaders, did we not? Well,
we will debate with anyone. We are willing to talk. We are willing to debate.
But does that mean we are aching to negotiate? Of course not. We are just
taking a sensible step. Does that mean the Revolution will slow down? Of
course not! We will continue, picking up speed as we can. . . .

Before concluding, I want to recall what I said during the Moncada trial 3
Here is a paragraph: “The country cannot remain on its knees imploring
miracles from the golden calf. No social problem is resolved spontaneously.”
At that time we expressed our views. The Revolution has followed the rev-
olutionary ideas of those who had an important role in this struggle.

That is why when one million Cubans met to proclaim the Havana
Declaration, the document expressed the essence of our revolution, our so-
cialist revolution. It said that it condemned landed estates, starvation wages,
illiteracy, shortage of teachers, doctors, and hospitals, discrimination, exploi-
tation of women, oligarchies that hold our countries back, governments that
ignore the will of their peoples by obeying U.S. orders, monopoly of news
by Yankee agencies, laws that prevent the masses from organizing, and im-
perialist monopolies which exploit our wealth. The general assembly of the
people condemns exploitation of man by man. The general assembly pro-
claims the following: The right to work, education, the dignity of man, civil
rights for women, secure old age, artistic freedom, nationalization of monop-
olies, and the necessities of life. This is the program of our socialist revolu-
tion.

Long live the Cuban working class! Long live the Latin American sister
nations! Long live the nation!

Patria o muerte! Venceremos!

3 Trial of Revolutionists who followed Castro after the famous attack on the
Moncada army barracks on July 26, 1953.



II. The Road to Revolution
in Latin America

A. The Duty of a Revolutionary is to
Make the Revolution: The Second Decla-
ration of Havana

B. Sino-Soviet Split: “Division in the face
of the enemy was never a revolutionary or
intelligent strategy.”

C. The Latin American Communist Par-
ties and Revolution: “Their attitude toward
the guerrilla struggle will define the com-
munists in Latin America.”

D. The Role of Armed Struggle: “ Our
people have no other path to liberation
than that of armed struggle.”

E. “Whoever stops to wait for ideas to
triumph among the majority of the masses
before initiating revolutionary action will
never be a revolutionary.”

F. Eulogy for Che Guevara






A. The Duty of a Revolutionary is to
Make the Revolution: The Second Decla-
ration of Havana

This is one of the great political documents of all time. It was
presented to the Cuban people on February 4, 1962, following Cuba’s expul-
sion from the Organization of American States. It is printed here in its entirety.

On May 18,1895, on the eve of his death from a Spanish bullet through
the heart, José Marti, apostle of our independence, said in an unfinished letter
to his friend Manuel Mercado: “Now I am able to write . . . I am in
danger each day now of giving my life for my country and for my obligation

. to prevent before it’s too late—through achieving Cuba’s independence
—the United States from extending its control over the Antilles and conse-
quently falling with that much more force upon our countries of America.
Whatever I have done till now, and whatever I shall do, has been with that
aim. . . .
“The people most vitally concerned with preventing the imperialist an-
nexation of Cuba, which would make Cuba the starting point of that course—
which must be blocked and which we are blocking with our blood—of an-
nexation of our American nations to the violent and brutal North which de-
spises them, are being hindered by lesser and public commitments from the
open and avowed espousal of this sacrifice, which is being made for our and
their benefit.

“I have lived inside the monster and know its guts; and my sling is the
sling of David.”

In 1895, Marti already pointed out the danger hovering over America
and called imperialism by its name: imperialism. He pointed out to the peo-
ple of Latin America that more than anyone, they had a stake in sceing that
Cuba did not succumb to the greed of the Yankee, scornful of the peoples
of Latin America. And with his own blood, shed for Cuba and America, he
wrote the words which posthumously, in homage to his memory, the people
of Cuba place at the head of this declaration.

Delivered in Havana, Plaza de la Revolucién, February 4, 1962, “Year of Planning.”

93
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Humiliation

Sixty-seven years have passed. Puerto Rico was converted into a colony
and is still a colony saturated with military bases. Cuba also fell into the
clutches of imperialism. Their troops occupied our territory. The Platt
Amendment was imposed on our first constitution, as a humiliating clause
which sanctioned the odious right of foreign intervention. Our riches passed
into their hands, our history was falsified, our government and our politics
were entirely molded in the interests of the overseers; the nation was sub-
jected to sixty years of political, economic, and cultural suffocation.

But Cuba rose, Cuba was able to redeem itself from the bastard guard-
ianship. Cuba broke the chains which tied its fortunes to those of the impe-
rialist oppressor, redeemed its riches, reclaimed its culture, and unfurled its
banner as the Free Territory of America.

Now the United States will never again be able to use Cuba’s strength
against America, but conversely, dominating the majority of the other Latin
American states, the United States is attempting to use the strength of Amer-
ica against Cuba.

What is the history of Cuba but the history of Latin America? And
what is the history of Latin America but the history of Asia, Africa, and
Oceania? And what is the history of all these peoples but the history of the
most pitiless and cruel exploitation by imperialism throughout the world?

At the end of the last and the beginning of the present century, a handful
of economically developed nations had finished partitioning the world among
themselves, subjecting to its economic and political domination two-thirds of
humanity, which was thus forced to work for the ruling classes of the econom-
ically advanced capitalist countries.

Privileged Position

The historical circumstances which permitted certain European countries
and the United States of America to attain a high level of industrial devel-
opment placed them in a position to subject the rest of the world to their
domination and exploitation.

What motives compelled the expansion of the industrial powers? Were
they moral motives? Was it a matter of “civilizing,” as they claimed? No:
They were economic reasons.

Since the discovery of America, which hurled the European conquerors
across the seas to occupy and exploit the lands and inhabitants of other con-
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tinents, the fundamental motive for their conduct was the desire for riches.
The discovery of America itself was carried out in search of shorter routes
to the Orient whose goods were highly paid for in Europe.

A new social class, the merchants and the producers of manufactured
articles for commerce, arose from the womb of the feudal society of lords
and serfs in the decline of the Middle Ages.

The thirst for gold was the motive which spurred the efforts of that new
class. The desire for gain was the incentive for its conduct throughout history.
With the growth of manufacturing and commerce, its social influence also
grew. The productive forces which were developing in the womb of feudal
society clashed more and more with the relationships of servitude characteris-
tic of feudalism, with its laws, its institutions, its philosophy, its morality, its
art, and its political ideology.

New philosophical and political ideas, new concepts of right and of the
state were proclaimed by the intellectual representatives of the bourgeoisie,
which—because they responded to the new necessities of social life—grad-
ually entered into the consciousness of the exploited masses. They were then
revolutionary ideas opposed to those outworn ideas of feudal society. The
peasants, the artisans, the workers, led by the bourgeoisie, overthrew the
feudal order, its philosophy, its ideas, its institutions, its laws, and the privi-
leges of the ruling class, that is, the hereditary nobility. . . .

At that time, the bourgeoisie considered revolution necessary and just.
It did not think that the feudal order could and should be eternal—as it now
thinks of its capitalist social order. It encouraged the peasants to free them-
selves from feudal servitude, it turned the artisans against the medieval
guilds, and demanded the right to political power. The absolute monarchs,
the nobility, and the high clergy stubbornly defended their class privileges,
proclaiming the divine right of kings and the immutability of the social
order. To be liberal then, to proclaim the ideas of Voltaire, Diderot, or Jean
Jacques Rousseau, spokesmen for bourgeois philosophy, constituted in the
eyes of the ruling classes as serious a crime as it does today in the eyes of the
bourgeoisie to be a socialist and to proclaim the ideas of Marx, Engels, and
Lenin.

When the bourgeoisie took political power and established its capitalist
mode of production on the ruins of feudal society, it was on this mode of
production it erected its state, its laws, its ideas, and institutions. Those in-
stitutions sanctified, in the first instance, the essence of class rule: private
property.

The new society based on the private ownership of the means of produc-
tion and free competition was thus divided into two basic classes: one, the
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owner of the means of production, ever more modern and efficient; the other,
deprived of all wealth, possessing only its labor power, of necessity sold this
labor power in the market as another piece of merchandise, simply in order
to live.

Productive Forces

With the feudal bonds broken, the productive forces developed extraor-
dinarily. Great factories arose in which greater and greater numbers of
workers were utilized.

The most modern and technically efficient factories continually drove
from the market the less efficient competitors. The cost of industrial equip-
ment continually rose. It became necessary to accumulate more and more
capital. A greater portion of production passed into a smaller number of
hands. Thus arose the great capitalist enterprises and later, according to the
degree and character of the association, the great industrial combines—the car-
tels, syndicates, trusts, and corporations, controlled by the owners of the
major portion of the stock, that is to say, by the most powerful heads of in-
dustry. Free competition, characteristic of capitalism in its first phase, gave
way to monopolies which entered into agreements among themselves and con-
trolled the markets.

Exploitation

Where did the colossal quantity of resources come from which per-
mitted a handful of monopolists to accumulate billions of dollars? Simply
from the exploitation of human labor. Millions of men, forced to work for
subsistence wages, produced with their strength the gigantic capital of the
monopolies. From the workers came the fortunes of the privileged classes,
ever richer, ever more powerful. Through the banking institutions, these
classes were able to make use, not only of their own money, but that of all
society. Thus was brought about the fusion of the banks with giant industry,
and finance capital was born. What should they do with the great surplus of
capital which was accumulating in ever greater quantitics? Invade the world
with it. Always in pursuit of profit, they began to seize the natural resources
of all the economically weak countries and to exploit the human labor of
the inhabitants, paying even more wretched wages than they were forced to
pay to the workers of their own developed countries. Thus, began the terri-
torial and economic division of the world. By 1914, eight or ten imperialist
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countries had subjugated territories beyond their own borders, covering more
than 83,700,000 square kilometers, with a population of 970,000,000 in-
habitants. They had simply divided up the world.

But as the world was limited in size and already divided down to the
last corner of the earth, a clash ensued among the different monopolistic
nations and struggles grew for new divisions, struggles originating in the dis-
proportionate distribution of industrial and economic power which the vari-
ous monopolistic nations had attained in their uneven development. Imperialist
wars broke out which would cost humanity fifty million dead, tens of mil-
lions wounded and the destruction of incalculable material and cultural
wealth. Even before this had happened, Karl Marx wrote that “capital comes
into the world dripping from head to foot through every pore with blood and
mire.”

" The capitalist system of production, once it had given all of which it was
capable, became an abysmal obstacle to the progress of humanity. But from
its origins, the bourgeoisie carried within itself its contradiction. In its womb
gigantic productive instrumentalities were developed, but with time a new
and vigorous social force developed: the proletariat. The proletariat which
was destined to change the old and worn-out social system of capitalism into
a superior socio-economic form in accordance with the historic possibilities
of human society, by converting into social property those gigantic means of
production which the people, and none but the people, had created and
amassed by their work. At such a state of development, the productive forces
made completely anachronistic and outmoded the regime which stood for
private ownership and the economic subordination of millions and millions
of human beings to the dictates of a small, social minority.

Rapacious Wars

The interests of humanity cried out for a halt to the anarchy of cap-
italist production; for a halt to the waste, the economic crises, and the rapa-
cious wars which are part of the capitalist system. The growing necessities of
the human race and the possibility of satisfying them demanded the planned
development of the economy and the rational utilization of means of pro-
duction and natural resources.

It was inevitable that imperialism and colonialism would fall into a pro-
found and insoluble crisis. The general crisis began with the outbreak of
World War I, with the revolution of the workers and peasants which over-
threw the Czarist empire of Russia and founded, amidst the most difficult
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seize the arms from the oppressors and, like Cuba, declare themselves free
people of America. . . .

By crushing the Cuban Revolution, they hope to dispel the fear that
torments them, the specter of the revolution that threatens them. By liqui-
dating the Cuban Revolution, they hope to liquidate the revolutionary spirit
of the people. They imagine in their delirium that Cuba is an exporter of
revolutions. In their sleepless merchants’ and usurers’ minds there is the idea
that revolutions can be bought, sold, rented, loaned, exported, and imported
like some piece of merchandise. Ignorant of the objective laws that govern
the development of human societies, they believe that their monopolistic,
capitalistic, and semi-feudal regimes are eternal. Educated in their own re-
actionary ideology, a mixture of superstition, ignorance, subjectivism, prag-
matism, and other mental aberrations, they have an image of the world and
of the march of history conforming to their interests as exploiting classes.

They imagine that revolutions are born or die in the brains of individ-
uals or are caused by divine laws, and, moreover, that the gods are on their
side. They have always thought that way—from the devout patrician pagans
of Roman slave society who hurled the early Christians to the lions at the cir-
cus, and the inquisitors of the Middle Ages who, as guardians of feudalism
and absolute monarchy, burned at the stake the first representatives of the
liberal thought of the nascent bourgeoisie, up to today’s bishops who anathe-
matize proletarian revolutions in defense of the bourgeois and monopolist
regime.

All reactionary classes in all historical epochs, when the antagonism
between exploiters and exploited reaches its highest peak, presaging the ar-
rival of a new social regime, have turned to the worst weapons of repression
and calumny against their adversaries. The primitive Christians were taken
to their martyrdom accused of burning Rome and of sacrificing children on
their altars. Philosophers like Giordano Bruno, reformers like Hus, and
thousands of others who did not conform with the feudal order, were accused
of heresy and taken by the inquisitors to be burned at the stake.

Persecution

Today, persecution rages over the proletarian fighters, and this crime
brings out the worst calumnies in the monopolistic and bourgeois press. Al-
ways, in each historical period, the ruling classes have committed murder—
invoking the defense of society, order, the country; “their” society of privi-
leged minorities and exploited majorities, “their” class rule, maintained by
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blood and fire against the dispossessed; “the country,” whose fruits only they
enjoy, depriving the rest of the people of those fruits, in order to suppress the
revolutionaries who aspire to a new society, a just order, a country truly for
all.

The March of Humanity

But the evolution of history, the upward march of humanity is not held
back, nor can it be held back. The forces which impel the people, who are the
real makers of history, forces determined by the material conditions of exis-
tence and aspirations to higher goals of well-being and liberty, forces which
surge forth when man’s progress in the fields of science, technology, and culture
make it possible, are superior to the will and the terror unleashed by the ruling
oligarchies.

The subjective conditions of each country—that is, the consciousness,
organization, leadership—can accelerate or retard the revolution, according
to their greater or lesser degree of development, but sooner or later, in each
historical period, when the objective conditions mature, consciousness is ac-
quired, the organization is formed, the leadership emerges, and the revolution
takes place.

Whether this takes place peacefully or in painful birth does not depend
on the revolutionaries, it depends on the reactionary forces of the old society
who resist the birth of the new society engendered by the contradictions car-
ried in the womb of the old society. The revolution is in history like the doctor
who assists at the birth of a new life. Tt does not use the tools of force need-
lessly, but will use them without hesitation whenever necessary to help the
birth, a birth which brings to the enslaved and exploited masses the hope of
a new and better life.

Today in many countries of Latin America revolution is inevitable. That
fact is not determined by anyone’s will. It is determined by the horrifying
conditions of exploitation in which American man lives, by the development
of the revolutionary consciousness of the masses, by the world crisis of im-
perialism and the universal movement of struggle among subjugated peoples.

The anxiety felt today is an unmistakable symptem of rebellion. The
very depths of a continent are profoundly moved, a continent which has
witnessed four centuries of slave, semi-slave and feudal exploitation, be-
ginning with its aboriginal inhabitants and the slaves brought from Africa,
up to the national nuclei which emerged later: white, black, mulatto, mes-
tizo, and Indian. Today they are made brothers by scorn, humiliation, and
the Yankee yoke, and are brothers in their hope for a better tomorrow.
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Exploitation Remained

The peoples of America liberated themselves from Spanish colonialism
at the beginning of the last century, but they did not free themselves from
exploitation. The feudal landowners assumed the authority of the Spanish
rulers, the Indians continued in painful servitude, the Latin American man in
one form or another, continued to be a slave, and the minimum hopes of the
people gave way under the power of the oligarchies and the yoke of foreign
capital. This has been the truth of America—in one coloration or another, in
one variation or another. Today Latin America lies beneath an imperialism,
much more fierce, much more powerful, and more cruel than the Spanish
colonial empire.

What is the attitude of Yankee imperialism to the objective reality of
the historically inexorable Latin American revolution? To prepare to wage
a colonial war against the peoples of Latin America; to create an apparatus of
force, the political pretexts and the pseudo-legal instruments subscribed to by
the reactionary oligarchies, to repress with blood and fire the struggle of the
Latin American peoples. . . .

The intervention of the government of the United States in the internal
politics of Latin American countries has become more open and unbridled
each time.

The Inter-American Defense Council, for example, has been and is
the nest where the most reactionary and pro-Yankee officers of the Latin
American armies are trained to serve later as shock troops in the service of
the monopolies.

The North American military missions in Latin America constitute a
permanent apparatus of espionage in each nation, directly tied to the Central
Intelligence Agency, inculcating in those officers the most reactionary senti-
ments and trying to convert the armies into instruments of its own political
and economic interests.

Presently, in the Panama Canal Zone, the North America high com-
mand has organized special courses to train Latin American officers to fight
revolutionary guerrillas, with the aim of repressing the armed action of the
peasant masses against the feudal exploitation to which they are subjected.

In the United States itself the Central Intelligence Agency has organ-
ized special schools to train Latin American agents in the most subtle forms
of assassination; and in the Yankee military services the physical liquidation
of the anti-imperialist leaders is an accepted policy.

It is notorious that the Yankee embassies in the different Latin American
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countries are organizing, instructing, and equipping fascist bands to spread
terror and to attack labor, student, and intellectual organizations. These
bands, into which they recruit the sons of the oligarchies, lumpen, and people
of the lowest moral character, have already perpetrated a series of aggres-
sive acts against the mass movements.

Santo Domingo

Nothing is more evident and unequivocal about the intentions of im-
perialism than its recent conduct in the events in Santo Domingo. Without
any kind of justification, without even making use of diplomatic relations
with that republic, the United States, after stationing its warships before the
Dominican capital, declared with its usual arrogance that if Balaguer’s gov-
ernment sought military aid, it would land troops in Santo Domingo to quell
the insurgence of the Dominican people. That Balaguer’s power was abso-
lutely spurious, that each sovereign country of Latin America should have
the right to resolve its internal problems without foreign intervention, that
there exist international norms and world opinions, that there even exists an
OAS,! did not count at all in the considerations of the United States.

What did count were its designs for holding back the Dominican revo-
lution, for its reinstating its odious policy of landing Marines, with no more
basis or prerequisite for establishing this new piratical concept of law than a
tyrannical, illegitimate, crisis-ridden ruler’s simple request. The significance
of this should not escape the peoples of Latin America. In Latin America
there are more than enough rulers who are ready to use Yankee troops against
their own people when they find themselves in crisis.

U.S. Policy

North American imperialism’s declared policy of sending soldiers to
fight against the revolutionary movement of any country in Latin America,
that is, to kill workers, students, peasants, Latin American men and women,
has no other objective than the continued maintenance of its monopolistic
interests and the privileges of the traitorous oligarchies which support it.

It can now be clearly seen that the military pacts signed by the govern-
ment of the United States with Latin American governments—often secret
pacts and always behind the backs of the people—invoking hypothetical for-

1 Organization of American States, U.S. dominated Latin American Regional
organization of all American states except Canada, and after the Punta del Este meeting,
Cuba.



The Road to Revolution in Latin America « 103

eign dangers which did not exist, had the sole and cxclusive object of pre-
venting the struggle of the people; they were pacts against the people, against
the only danger—the internal danger of the liberation movements that would
imperil Yankee interests. It was not without reason that the pcople asked
themselves: Why so many military agreements? Why the shipments of arms
which, even though technically outmoded for modern war, are nevertheless
efficient for smashing strikes, repressing popular demonstrations, staining the
land with blood? Why the military missions, the pact of Rio de Janeiro and
the thousand and one international conferences?

Since the end of World War 11, the nations of Latin America have been
impoverished more and more, their exports have less and less value, their
imports cost more, the per capita income falls, the awful rate of infant mor-
tality does not decrease, the number of illiterates is higher, the people lack
jobs, land, adequate housing, schools, hospitals, means of communication,
and means of life. On the other hand, North American investments exceed
ten billion dollars. Latin America, moreover, provides cheap raw materials,
and is the buyer of expensive finished articles. The United States trades with
Latin America like the first Spanish conquerors, who bartered mirrors and
trinkets for gold and silver. To guard that torrent of riches, to gain over
more control of Latin America’s resources and to exploit its suffering peoples
—that is what is hidden behind the military pacts, the military missions, and
Washington’s diplomatic lobbying. . . .

This policy of gradual strangulation of the sovereignty of the Latin
American nations, and of a free hand to intervene in their internal affairs,
culminated in the recent meecting of foreign ministers at Punta del Este. Yan-
kee imperialism gathered the ministers together to wrest from them—through
political pressure and unprecedented economic blackmail in collusion with a
group of the most discredited rulers of this continent—the renunciation. of the
national sovereignty of our peoples and the consecration of the odious Yan-
kee right to intervention in the internal affairs of Latin America; the sub-
mission of the peoples completely to the will of the United States of North
America, against which all our great men, from Bolivar to Sandino, fought.
Neither the government of the United States, nor the representatives of the
exploiting oligarchies, nor the big reactionary press, in the pay of the monop-
olies and feudal lords, concealed this, but openly demanded agreements which
constituted formal suppression of the right of self-determination of our peo-
ples; abolishing it with a stroke of the pen at the most infamous conspiracy in
the memory of this continent.

Behind closed doors, in repugnant and unlawful meetings, the Yankee
minister of colonies dedicated entire days to beating down the resistance and
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Berlin. It openly sends ships to Santo Domingo in order to impose its law, its
will, and announces its proposal to use its NATO allies to block commerce
with Cuba. And the OAS is not aware! The ministers meet and expel Cuba,
which has no military pacts with any country. Thus the government that or-
ganizes subversion throughout the world and forges military alliances on four
continents, forces the expulsion of Cuba, accusing her of no less than sub-
version and having ties beyond the continent

Cuba’s Record

Cuba, the Latin American nation which has made landowners of more
than 100,000 small farmers, provided year-round employment on state farms
and co-operatives to all agricultural workers, transformed forts into schools,
given 70,000 scholarships to university, secondary, and technological students,
created lecture halls for the entire child population, totally liquidated illiter-
acy, quadrupled medical services, nationalized foreign interests, suppressed
the abusive system which turned housing into a means of exploiting people,
virtually eliminated unemployment, suppressed discrimination due to race
or sex, ridded itself of gambling, vice, and administrative corruption, armed
the people, made the enjoyment of human rights a living reality by freeing
man and woman from exploitation, lack of culture, and social inequality,
which has liberated itself from all foreign tutelage, acquired full sovereignty,
and established the foundations for the development of its economy in order
to no longer be a country producing only one crop and exporting only raw
materials, is expelled from the Organization of American States by govern-
ments which have not achieved for their people one of these objectives. How
will they be able to justify their conduct before the peoples of the America
and the world? How will they be able to deny that in their concept the policy
of land, of bread, of work, of health, of liberty, of equality, of culture, of ac-
celerated development of the economy, of national dignity, of full self-de-
termination and sovereignty, is incompatible with the hemisphere?

The people think very differently, the people think that the only thing
incompatible with the destiny of Latin America is misery, feudal exploitation,
illiteracy, starvation wages, unemployment, the policy of repression against
the masses of workers, peasants, and students, discrimination against women,
Negroes, Indians, mestizos, oppression by the oligarchies, the plundering of
their wealth by the Yankee monopolists, the moral stagnation of their intel-
lectuals and artists, the ruin of the small producers of foreign competition,
economic underdevelopment, peoples without roads, without hospitals, with-
out housing, without schools, without industries, the submission to im-
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perialism, the renunciation of national sovereignty, and the betrayal of the
country. . . .

How can the imperialists make understood their conduct and condemna-
tory attitude toward Cuba? With what words and what arguments are they
going to speak to those whom, all the while exploiting, they ignored for so
long?

The Imperialist Record

Those who study the problems of America are accustomed to ask: what
country has concentrated upon—for the purpose of remedying—the situation
of the idle, the poor, the Indians, the Blacks, and the helpless infants, this
immense number of infants—thirty million in 1950 (which will be fifty million
in eight more years). Yes, what country?

Thirty-two million Indians—Ilike the Andes mountains—form the back-
bone of the entire American continent. It is clear that for those who con-
sidered the Indian more as a thing than a person, this mass of humanity
does not count, did not count and, they thought, never would count. Of course,
since they were considered a brute labor force, they had to be used like a yoke
of oxen or a tractor.

How—under what oath—could anyone believe in any benefit, in any
“Alliance for Progress” with imperialism, when under its saintly protection,
its killings, its persecutions, the natives of the South of the continent, like
those of Patagonia, still live under strips of canvas as did their ancestors at
the time the discoverers came almost 500 years ago? Where are those great
races which populated northern Argentina, Paraguay, and Bolivia, such as
the Guarani who were savagely decimated, hunted like animals, and buried in
the depths of the jungle? Where is that reservoir of indigenous stock—whose
extinction is continually hastened—which could have served as a base for a
great American civilization? Across the Paraguayan swamps and desolate
Bolivian highlands, deeper into itself, America has driven these primitive,
melancholy races, brutalized by alcohol and narcotics to which they became
addicted in order at least to survive in the subhuman conditions—not only
of nutrition—in which they live. Where does a chain of hands stretch out
almost in vain, yet still stretching out across centuries, over the Andean peaks
and slopes, along great rivers and in the shadowy forests, uniting their mis-
eries with those of others who are slowly perishing. Where do hands stretch
out to Brazilian tribes and those of the North of the continent and the coasts,
until in the most incredible and wild confines of the Amazon jungle or moun-
tain ranges of Perija, Venezuela’s hundred thousand indigent are reached,
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how in Panama there is one wage scale for Yankees and another for Pan-
amanians, who are regarded as an inferior race—going to put any trust in the
supposed Alliance? . . .

What can the workers hope for, with their starvation wages, the hardest
jobs, the most miserable conditions, lack of nutrition, illness, and all the evils
which foster misery?

What words can be said, what benefits can the imperialists offer to the
copper, tin, iron, coal miners who cough up their lungs for the profits of
merciless foreign masters, and to the fathers and sons of the lumberjacks and
rubber-plantation workers, to the harvesters of the fruit plantations, to the
workers in the coffec and sugar mills, to the peons on the pampas and plains
who forfeit their health and lives to amass the fortunes of the exploiters?

What can those vast masses—who produce the wealth, who create the
values, who aid in bringing forth a new world in all places—expect? What
can they expect from imperialism, that greedy mouth, that greedy hand,
with no other face than misery, but the most absolute destitution and death,
cold and unrecorded in the end?

What can this class, which has changed the course of history, which in
other places has revolutionized the world, which is the vanguard of all the
humble and exploited, what can it expect from imperialism, its most irre-
concilable enemy?

And to teachers, professors, professionals, intellectuals, poets and artists,
what can imperialism offer? What kind of benefits, what chance for a better
and more equitable life, what purpose, what inducement, what desire to ex-
cel, to gain mastery beyond the first simple steps, can it offer to those who
devotedly care for the generations of children and young people on whom
imperialism will later gorge itself? What can it offer to these people who live
on degrading wages in most countries, who almost everywhere suffer restric-
tions on their right of political and social expression, whose economic future
doesn’t exceed the bare limits of their shaky resources and compensation,
who are buried in a gray life without prospects which ends with a pension
that does not even meet half the cost of living? What “benefits” or “alliances”
can imperialism offer them? . . .

If imperialism provides sources of aid to the professions, arts, and pub-
lications, it is always well understood that their products must reflect its
interests, aims and ‘“nothingness.” On the other hand, the novels which at-
tempt to reflect the reality of the world of imperialism’s rapacious deeds; the
poems aspiring to protest against its enslavement, its interference in life, in
thought, in the very bodies of nations and peoples; and the militant arts
which in their expression try to capture the forms and content of imperial-
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ism’s aggression and the constant pressure on every progressive living and
breathing thing and on all that is revolutionary, which teaches, which-—full of
light and conscience, of clarity and beauty—tries to guide men and peoples
to better destinies, to the highest summits of life and justice—all these
meet imperialism’s severest censure. They run into obstacles, condemnation,
and McCarthyite persecution. Its presses are closed to them; their names
are barred from its columns of print and a campaign of the most atrocious
silence is imposed against them—which is another contradiction of imper-
ialism. For it is then that the writer, poet, painter, sculptor, the creator in any
material, the scientist, begins truly to live in the tongue of the people, in the
heart of millions of men throughout the world. Imperialism puts everything
backward, deforms it, diverts it into its own channels for profit, to multiply
its dollars; buying words or paintings or stutterings or turning into silence the
expression of revolutionists, of progressive men, of those who struggle for the
people and their needs.

We cannot forget, in this sad picture, the underprivileged children,
the neglected, the futureless children of America.

America, a continent with a high birth rate, also has a high death rate.
The mortality of children under a year old in eleven countries a few years ago
was over 125 per thousand, and in seventeen others it stood at ninety chil-
dren per thousand. In 102 nations of the world, on the other hand, the rate is
fifty-one. In Latin America, then, there die, sadly neglected, seventy-four out
of a thousand in the first year after birth. In some Latin America countries
that rate reaches 300 per thousand; thousands and thousands of children up
to seven years old die of incredible diseases in America; diarrheas, pneu-
monias, malnutrition, hunger. Thousands and thousands are sick without
hospital treatment, medicines; thousands and thousands walking about, vic-
tims of endemic cretinism, malaria, trachoma, and other diseases caused by
contamination, lack of water and other necessities. Diseases of this nature are
common among those Latin American countries where thousands and thou-
sands of children are in agony, children of outcasts, children of the poor and
of the petty bourgeoisie with a hard life and precarious means. The statistics,
which would be redundant here, are blood-curdling. Any official publication
of the international organizations gathers them by the hundreds.

Mass llliteracy

Regarding education, one becomes indignant merely to think of what
America lacks on the cultural level. While the United States has a level of
eight or nine years of schooling for those in its population who are fifteen
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years and older, Latin America, plundered and paupcrized by the U.S., has
a level of less than one year of approved schooling in the same age group.

It makes one even more angry to know that of the children between five
and fourteen years old, only twenty percent are enrolled in a school in some
countries, and in those of the highest level, sixty percent. That is to say, more
than half the children of Latin America do not go to school. But the pain
continues to grow when we learn that enroliment in the first three grades com-
prises more than eighty percent of those enrolled; and that in the sixth
grade the enrollment fluctuates from a bare six to twenty-two pupils for
each hundred who began in the first grade. Even in those countries which be-
lieve they have taken care of their children, pupil dropouts between the first
and sixth grade averages seventy-three percent. In Cuba, before the Revo-
lution, it was seventy-four percent. In Colombia, a “representative democ-
racy,” it is seventy-eight percent. And if one looks closely at the countryside
only one percent of the children reach the fifth grade in the best of cases.

When one investigates this disastrous student absenteeism, there is one
cause which explains it: the economy of misery. Lack of schools, lack of
teachers, lack of family resources, child labor. In the last analysis—imper-
ialism and its product of oppression and backwardness.

The summary of this nightmare which torments America, from one end
to the other, has lived, is that on this continent of almost 200 million human
beings, two thirds are Indians, mestizos, and Blacks—the “discriminated
against”; on this continent of semi-colonies about four persons per minute die
of hunger, of curable illness or premature old age, 5,500 per day, two million
per year, ten million each five years. These deaths could easily be avoided, but
nevertheless they take place. Two thirds of the Latin American population
lives briefly and lives under constant threat of death. A holocaust of lives,
which in fifteen years has caused twice the number of deaths of World War
I ... itstill rages. Meanwhile, from Latin America a continuous torrent of
money flows to the United States: some $4,000 a minute, $5 million a day,
$2 billion a year, $10 billion every five years. For each thousand dollars
which leave us, there remains one corpse. A thousand dollars per corpse:
that is the price of what is called imperialism! A thousand dollars per death,
four deaths every minute!

Punta del Este

But why did they meet at Punta del Este despite this American reality?
Perhaps to bring a single drop of hope? No!
The people know that at Punta del Este the ministers, who expelled
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In our countries are two conditions: an underdeveloped industry and
an agrarian regime of feudal character. That is why, with all the hardships
of the conditions of life of the urban workers, the rural population lives in
even more horrible conditions of oppression and exploitation; but it is also,
with exceptions, the absolute majority sector, at times exceeding seventy per-
cent of the Latin American population.

Discounting the landlords, who often reside in the cities, the rest of that
great mass gains its livelihood working as peons on the haciendas® for the
most miserable wages, or work the land under conditions of exploitation
which in no manner puts the Middle Ages to shame. These circumstances
determine that in Latin America the poor rural population constitutes a tre-
mendous potential revolutionary force.

The armies, built and equipped for conventional war, which are the
force on which the power of the exploiting classes rests, become absolutely
impotent when they have to confront the irregular struggle of the peasants on
their own terrain. They lose ten men for each revolutionary fighter who falls.
Demoralization spreads rapidly among them from having to face an invisible
and invincible enemy who does not offer them the opportunity of showing
off their academy tactics and their braggadocio which they use so much in
military displays to curb the city workers and the students.

The initial struggle by small combat units is incessantly fed by new
forces, the mass movement begins to loosen its bonds, the old order little by
little begins to break into a thousand pieces, and that is the moment when the
working class and the urban masses decide the battle.

What is it that from the beginning of the struggle of those first nuclei
makes them invincible, regardless of the numbers, power, the resources of
their enemies? It is the aid of the people, and they will be able to count on that
help of the people on an ever-growing scale.

Role of Peasants

But the peasantry is a class which, because of the uncultured state in
which it is kept and the isolation in which it lives, needs the revolutionary and
political leadership of the working class and the revolutionary intellectuals, for
without them it would not by itself be able to plunge into the struggle and
achieve victory.

In the actual historic conditions of Latin America, the national bourgeoi-
sie cannot lead the anti-feudal and anti-imperialist struggle. Experience shows

3 Large farms or plantations.
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illusion of uprooting—by legal means which don’t exist and won’t exist—rul-
ing classes who are entrenched in all the state positions, monopolizing educa-
tion, owning all media of information, possessing infinite financial resources
—a power which the monopolies and oligarchies will defend with blood and
fire and with the might of their police and armies.

The Duty of Revolutionaries

The duty of every revolutionary is to make the revolution. It is known
that the revolution will triumph in America and throughout the world, but it
is not for revolutionaries to sit in the doorways of their houses waiting for the
corpse of imperialism to pass by. The role of Job doesn’t suit a revolutionary.
Each year that the liberation of America is speeded up will mean the lives of
millions of children saved, millions of intelligences saved for culture, an in-
finite quantity of pain spared the people. Even if the Yankee imperialists
prepare a bloody drama for America, they will not succeed in crushing the
peoples’ struggles, they will only arouse universal hatred against themselves.
And such a drama will also mark the dcath of their greedy and carnivorous
system.

Unity

No nation in Latin America is weak—because each forms part of a fam-
ily of 200 million brothers, who suffer the same miseries, who harbor the
same sentiments, who have the same enemy, who dream about the same bet-
ter future and who count upon the solidarity of all honest men and women
throughout the world.

Great as was the epic of Latin American Independence, heroic as was
that struggle, today’s generation of Latin Americans is called upon to engage
in an epic which is even greater and more decisive for humanity. For that
struggle was for liberation from Spanish colonial power, from a decadent
Spain invaded by the armies of Napoleon. Today the call for struggle is for
liberation from the most powerful world imperialist center, from the strong-
est force of world imperialism and to render humanity a greater service than
that rendered by our predecessors.

But this struggle, to a greater extent than the earlier one, will be waged by
the masses, will be carried out by the people; the people are going to play a
much more important role now than then, the leaders are less important and
will be less important in this struggle than in the one before.

This epic before us is going to be written by the hungry Indian masses,
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winds. And the wave of anger, of demands for justice, of claims for rights,
which is beginning to sweep the lands of Latin America, will not stop. That
wave will swell with every passing day. For that wave is composed of the
greatest number, the majorities in every respect, those whose labor amasses
the wealth and turns the wheels of history. Now, they are awakening from the
long, brutalizing sleep to which they had been subjected.

For this great humanity has said, “‘enough!” and has begun to march.
And their giant march will not be halted until they conquer true independence
—for which they have vainly died more than once. Today, however, those
who die will die like the Cubans at Playa Giron. They will die for their own
true and never-to-be-surrendered independence.

Patria o Muerte! Venceremos!

THE PEOPLE OF CUBA
Havana, Cuba

Free Territory of America
February 4, 1962

The National General Assembly of the People of Cuba resolves
that this Declaration be known as the Second Declaration of Ha-
vana, translated into the major languages and distributed through-
out the world. It also resolves to urge all the friends of the Cuban
Revolution in Latin America that it be widely distributed among
the worker, peasant, student, and intellectual masses of this conti-
nent.
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been said, more than suits the interests of the people and what, unfortunately,
is useful to the interests of the enemies of the people.

But for us, small countries, that do not base oursclves on the strength of
armies of millions of men, or on the strength of atomic power, small countries
like Viet Nam and Cuba, we have enough instinct to see with serenity and to
understand that these divisions and differences that weaken the strength of
the socialist camp hurt no one more than us who are in special situations:
here, ninety miles from the Yankee empire; there, attacked by Yankee
planes.

Here it’s not a question of analyzing the problems under dispute theo-
retically or philosophically, but of recognizing the great truth: that in the face
of an enemy that attacks, in the face of an enemy that becomes more and
more aggressive, there is no justification for division; division doesn’t make
sense; there is no reason for division.

And at any time in history, at any period of mankind, since the first
revolutionary appeared in the world, since revolutions became social phe-
nomena in which the masses acted instinctively, until the time revolutions
were made consciously, became tasks and phenomena fully understood by the
people—which took place when Marxism arose—division in the face of the
enemy was never a correct strategy, it was never revolutionary strategy, was
never intelligent strategy.

And in this revolutionary process we have all, from the beginning, been
educated in the idea that everything that divides weakens, that everything
that separates us is bad: bad for our people and good for imperialism.

And the mass of our people understood the need for unity from the first
moment and unity became an essential question for the revolution, unity be-
came the cry of the masses, unity became a slogan of the whole people.

And we ask ourselves whether imperialism has disappeared; we ask our-
selves if the imperialists are not attacking North Viet Nam; we ask ourselves
whether in North Viet Nam men and women of the people are not dying.

And who can be made to think or to believe that division is proper or
useful? Perhaps it’s not seen that the imperialists are advancing in North
Viet Nam? Perhaps it’s not seen that the tactic the imperialists are following
there is to smash the revolutionary movement in South Viet Nam, attacking
North Viet Nam first under the pretext of the attacks being in reprisal, later
arrogating to themselves the right to attack whenever they want to, and con-
tinuing to use masses of planes against the fighters of South Viet Nam.

What is the situation at this moment? The imperialists are talking about
a nava] blockade, landing their Marines in South Viet Nam, sending aircraft
carriers, mobilizing masses of planes to smash the revolutionary movement in



- '_ -‘-l--_;‘f j- RN B B

— sl il - TN

-
I I_I

i
———— = Bem T L

el Tl s =

+ _"-'-_'P""‘-"'L'l"-""-'_"“"l’— 8

--—ﬂ —

Coome - :r:r:

L

R

— ' -
3 P

1 - — ] - "
-:*‘ ‘s :Jl w :

- e

= T
-I*—-n-_l-r----—hlu-

= il Poo— ot R, off Rasiy
R e e e = 1
.y m pEca SumLasam wl

.-_I*-- - mm g 3z LIF.I

gl Sl Wy T S CETLTTIINC N e
-__Ll-—-_[l—-__g--_-l-'—‘l

q—-Ii._ll-,.u_u_A_l.-_ o |

]

——‘-‘ L e N I-‘ Sgay sy ey e

" - _*“"l
== Lr_--.‘-—- *‘"
B e ST AP N
e g RS

“mpem ol W el e

el N B el e N NNy Vel
-_—hn- S et
Tl Salle P Nl s

e




. L

g _-—H-*

B i B S W
_-L_h-:_l"_i__L.I.'—l_.._-_l_ .-.w
ma. & Fi e pgnh slleg sm = ag—— lﬁl

Sl T =t m Im = s 1.
_—_l-_,—L_J,_--_.._J_._‘I.__._l__l.'.-l-F
Ly s L aw L W ey ey
myy - 0 . ) Ay . B
T I o > T | [ - Il-
L ==
o 1 - | — |
¥ [ - il - 5
=3 | ] .
e -y te CtL 0 * el
-yl — S
S - A -~ Fa ey
p I [
- - . B
- ™~ - - ERA=E L= T
- — - - [
1 1 - .
| L1l i .4 |
B - [ = e g
|
- - A i -
I 1 - .
L - Wy 1 LR
- = A, B - ¥
P . - i - 1 Fpm__ B
& 1 " [ .
I I - n
f— R =il - i |
v Jal s R el s Qe ey
N .1 N I fi .0
! | “r - el ~
et i Bl S
el e = e mw—— - - I
B O e i P -.-a‘lll.'.
) i = LpEe am
. sleglemil 1 el e

U gl e el = -




= 1
.':-' M;‘r.:'llf- Il'lhl "

qm u |ﬁ S P AN E N — =
-I'h“',aﬂ R -hq | alle lem w=l
e

L T PRI L sl ge ) R e
i-l.“ - s o Pempt i el e Ew- T =niw™
pm =T -l st e i, 4 o
e e ey I & b el "—‘—#{-—1

-

L™ | . -
llllu“lll”'nn A IR L ll# HH:
E R e e s iy *
— . 4 e B A - Sl S W T
] W e AW — L A
- et THE R mgim o |
h =5 rh =8 e ¥ B e | S
Pt Ml ® b % v s i oS
Yywi v == 1 _m BN IREeA D oL mee W
sl g 8ol £ s , d | - R
h.-' - T i - ni o
Ml g - — N T
'Tl—l"l - - I, gy CREV I
m " 1 r—— |"_ e mxemmE 3 She e .
et e, | 1N ) - 1 i ‘i
l-tlll-'lll"""l" = S AT -*
h- gl e penmle ah [ W ER =T g e
El -, 1y L memlagiin digegeleg i " m

e | St LT L By ol ATl =0 o A

1 T = Y T e W
=i & e
s SR e, e a0
im = ~ all T i} 1
s L
n EEE N I - n
’ : ,.



Ll

. I
L e e e T

R B = R S = T
S A= Ul el J L Ll = O SRASE -

1 1N o mpmep ety 0 o e ol el i
[ g T I T B | = S R
i, ey A i, TR et Sl AN Bacle A
Lastus, - e e e S el freappeioac S Sape
N 3 1 r 1o |_‘-‘
ol l® 2 r = . el
RN | e S T e o |
= e gl
B e - T
— 1 Tuiin ol o - 1 A
B i P | L - T s Sy
| A T - -
|- i J 1 I » wim !
B i T ’ 4 i I (2 I v pod oo HEE
A P 1 ) B Norhe oF RSl s
- ] e e TR
. - u I o m
) 1 1 1 e 1
-y -~ ‘ Iy :
- v | L = gy
1 1 -
1
: o - - .
1
- & &
- - —t
N ey - - '



- - - F._I -II!_ T_

= e 1" I ! - .F-.. .

e na T e -

p T L e gy e e e
' o By e =

:_|-_ _ ."-_—h#**
= L g 4 A

2 -
= .
, - s Taann W1 ——et

1 e & —G—ﬂﬂlﬂ
] T e %
g o —t el e~ e o m, =agl
I TN s e e o AL R L Wely el
I g ey § ey g0 s e i g
e Lt d Cal - EE ity A
-‘HH-—-—-——-—:A--J-—I—.I--B-H-—-U
-—.l.h.a-._-ﬁ,-.-tu-d-. e
e ol gy b oy T em om0 - T4 g7 ey A
o R R e N e s
‘!n_—'—-‘q]_,t&l‘-—-"-_. b, - o——
‘.m'-_'-.-.“_f-‘-l‘—-ﬂ _"_-'—d|_ _'
m-‘ TENE 18 B (VIR (RN will e m ]
Amage ) b el 10 i

_.—*-f—‘,.,l—.._‘ . -

F_n._l.l.-,- wl " -
I spubin o R
o _'1-_"‘|| N B
J S D e N I W — e .
el o st v i ——
e e LIl NT I | T b
= ot e Tl L - il
. .
- e N el e e
ipuges=y __= n n ] u we ) -

'-—‘—--— -T'H-i-q'--'-l__h--'I
—_—l R e . 1« |y
1

SepTege gl wpss u-"mm -liP
[l B 2"TIT B 1

—l-h- *;- -IL LH'H-



-
1
=4 e
. «
L : .'

- - e
"
"
- — -
-
. alion —
- -

re L4



-.

h‘l'_ll- WLJ“-I
m%"-—- el e e
L e W Un Ll..-l_.'g_-- —
-lll..:v_g T e
ll.:ﬂsal-'ﬁzl s Boalam W l‘__.r.||. 3
- B L-F--UF-_I-J:- . JUES e AR a0 o
—=—. S h i . | B
e T
--i-.--::l“: J |1-l E- W'y

R I o = S
i&I_Lf_-_E-_A— | - EeemA = W
BEVE  Orr gl T Degdlls Ll - e —— i
' edo— ' - "t e b
e S B -
L4 S PSR e T E SRS
'y u '_.l_u-\ - B __'ﬁ s i
- VIF-ll-_‘ L - B =M, -
e e T L . o o B - T ~
) _l.'I S S w00 piegg el ]
= T BTOTE e e i LSy S0 Rt -
AL Sl ' T
i i Ny S ) =
p— - = » )
I""I "JE'-- =1 — "Jﬁ_l
ST, . 1 1" i

#I.J-ll-"ll_l_‘:_ 1 l'[ I
e T R

b -l'l B Beia Ty il .

(£ O o AL o B Py S B
R e TR o el : = b

sl g™t g o I . e B

BN e Al . ol - - = W
L e L R LR

hﬂ - A : - ' A= uven Bpepm il N e
il S T e o o g __l_l‘
L.

| |rr-;'-n-.——_ el By S e
I 11 1 MEMI LR ML
I—-"—-—'I ", - R ——
- | ISTEIC ™M ™ } Al -l
" v _‘l:rﬂ ,ﬂ‘.lb
ni "= [ n
1 h - - ]
|
" 1
u
.



-’;‘Hi.iﬁ
o i"l'- S S
: = s " 1
1
1 ~
a 1
| ) Al
=
i il
1
“ I
5 -
T iy
| A
=l
: Feal N =
- 8 R ANEE
17 ]
" u
1 vy
- . ]
LS
1



- alee® - Y =1 L~

D !l_'l-'- = ki)
- -.-”-——”--1-4.1-—- -J—'l"'—""ll"

—‘ln -I-H'-l"—-r-

L o |

ﬂrh-"-ri-:-’r - H
e B D Ny -,_-_. L oL L m
- el 1 -
et o
= T S e - - el |
f—l — el T __||_" 1=
Eege— ] WA mEog e et
-"--1 e« s “‘Tugn r_qlh "
W T Mg epRlAg oy -:;n. -
e sy -5 RNy
ﬁ'_HJ-*‘
i Tl o -
1 1 -h”'.- g
L wpmp_ s ==, 1 = ST
--!.-m Enfeen B ol sesslesgs v"_L
_'i' - = e e e e h“
mi"""—;_:"h - |::-‘.
g il [l AW 1wl iy sl S
~ h‘l
Sy =

l_-'q”_ljﬂ_ll -

-- b = ENgE
e O






- I - - —

[} PO . =

, mm_Z ,',.l m-',-'l,..l" -
- - - gy =
| - lI'LLI_“FHu, g ‘__ |
N oy .. it

--_
—_ "

- - . : L
i T R

el sy s

- . P e TR
e Plsnsnagn s we  pan sty
-llI = = E _\Fl‘[\‘hlh’-ll*
N e R Bl L T e ¥ 3
= - ld‘-_J'_‘-'l——-lJl'—'—'F-.--’\—‘_-
.= IR R avey SRR RN AN
h—_'l-l_rll-—ai N . e
R gl e T m P CERTY T - all A el e
PR Rtusaer 1 Tl ey W O e e o o w U
AL e O Ly pamapel . i
"-,- 1 gmemmgt inT ol gy b =
IR AR e Dl s R S T
Sy - ! - -y |—..
v SRR . L
S 1 ll#u e T
“I#I-J_Ib e T T e cmiee— -
P, o] vl e el et ] e R
|

u gy mle Luqn.-_.-llql_ £
| —uiqh”—l____lll‘_“ -
o N T O e el 1

R A &, I-I—lﬂ-l-'—-h-_.:l-l'-n._ Ik
I.i:l_quu-LILrt_-m__ T e k. .
“ mug —II\II-I andl
|t Fe—we 1 'ep | raplls =
[Sew il s Ta =l WL Bl
N IlFll- m#l_ﬂ— L '
= e e e w len >
- e - '._-'F

- -
~

'-I-
I.I I F. .I __ N I 1 M
L

-.‘¥l-i‘



~u N I n - L -
- Tl 1= o e
-y - - - W LS o ---I
oA Wl e - 4 WL B - -
I I o I N

1

‘P—- . Bl e
¥
1 1 I —
| ol I — ) 1 I
. - —
it n =
l-' i s ]
s ! n - -
) -1 k M B e
Srafis ma ' - i (RN .-
=~ - - = [o— - -y = 4
IL‘l 'Il —_— | i - —"— - & i =n
.
-

h - - i [ “ B
e

- o 11l .
: l-I‘—_.e- SEL- P [ ke .
R

-
A I
m A = e Ny S T = 1 oW T
1

L4 A 1 .
i

- -
|



m'_ S m . LA

o s s st w3 =

L
el g e ¢ -I-—Ill——-llnl-—l-l

--"E'l--"-lv e il 3.*- = —a i »

A - RN o N ‘.q,.-ﬁu; AT ek fwdd
el ey § A R O e W

B U, B B R e
bl W W L - e i |
- L ™ B . i S
D R Ce 0 [ ow e e e
e ™ ol e SR P 8 Wy
Pl leufie b L. = o ye— e — A= = o I-__
DN e %) - L a il 3 e s ey =

il oy ims ppplimeplion 1pns AW aee™ we s pE—
el B ol TR L S L, R | -
o o . B = ] P

. » - - i, wg = -
-t ol T ey I T Rl

e O " - 1 '
DR -y el o - - s By i
RNl A | . J-nt v o wela gy SRt
Lo ' - W

= - = m*ah

e gt s e S = - = = "
D linret s B2 . A
L] r =y

S e ) 1 A il I
' o e & " 3 B i
R s N = R e el PSR
=i - - i 0l ag =R e L L
R [Pl BN BRI § ent s
Pl ¥ . Tl o '
| el g - e A sisToal O TERe ]

=N - I 1) — i
“ . St =™ Bl i}

uhlrﬂvnl_'-_'-—r?_ﬁ-w—rp— -
AN, A A W L e Sy}
s T o IR | m N i Coakon: ui

L l _;-fh-y-‘lu—r






Porgam 1 _._l —r Aot vy . !

-—h-—-.--l-.-u-h-qlu—u---—-p v
A e Tt D ey e e e
P B, =y g e e—— e — ol -

| LI B e Bl A 1) BT R A - B sl
gl o s Bhremee N slizalls w1 et 4 o obemiEEelal h

o e R e el R I

Ly v Ay o v e B | R e
| e, wul 1 s AT Ty Wl L R 1 .

T AR R T T st

T T N wd ek gl - S —l-—--rl-‘
C—-..—- el w Mg W e e ‘
I | S R IO | 1 - - "- 1

r-'i_-o_l 1y Te - Py Tinlly o 1w beoa IS

™. . g a1 | R S ‘ “
g = e Sl e S e =
R g e 0w D syl s 0 Ry ey
| T S— s | I.ﬂ._lu -
f i e ol S I g ek ) o tpm!
Bl sy o whiewy gl X .d—T" B
S e SR ] N e - R B
LB BT B R SRR B [ wn miES TRl

Tl - - . - P v
L S T e e & ™ Fo U AL N
*—l.-.l—ﬂ.&-_.lh.'-\. - LIN S Wissy

u# i ORI s T . T REw
Bris Sgdi- i T A NS A Sweenioe g
=-r-4-'-a"-v4—ﬁ-—‘ Mo et =l L g, L
L S S R ERSLEREE S N Tk W

il mnligress e . L st i iy ol rEmma=na_pgh
il N, 1 | S |
"R PRI B O et o Al A e kSR Nl

VIS R B A ey u e :
S Bl VTR e AT Y T TR e (T TN

I'H.E:-_.E%':L— T
- e s “mm
T-F gl g Damags l._.‘-'\-n‘s'.-

4 - -



el p B e el S Ay

: R s PR e r"'-w—w
jor = T SR - Ak =

-lﬁll_ﬁ--l_nuﬂn-__llﬂ T .
e By "‘I--‘L‘I'\' ' T =
e B o ol W -t eyt
S B S .,J.ll e Y

W 1 ol |
pim Bamiay | ] Y > 4 llﬂ__ﬂ
- - ==lm = | 4 1 2 i ORE 1T
A p———a L shESEaa B
gk R I —_ Je_ N p
Bl | 1 1 at el o T
N e |
L e - P .
il ! : e N 3 R R ]
| Q. ol g | l“,
I [ | -'.'FT*

- - - _ﬁ—-—_-_—-l —l

- - la= -‘_.L--_
i, I bl 1 Ik _ﬂ-|]_ I
- 1w T n 1 0 o wil

e . — ¥ - — - ,L~ L:"—Jql_—_l—
Ly a - ) 1
_F‘l 1 1 1 1 1 . 1 sazt

— oS, B

L L = - s Y
=q1-l FEEST 0 R T . sl il

i -«

T
L s R R B g N
e e o ?.-L‘_._-"—--l_'l-|“
= | ™) |l w1 il el
m mi__™1 s Tt T R R e R
g TTET O e S S e )
E el B e el W e
B ] e N Pen Y [ ol
preian Rty 0w g S e @ 1

B o T
] - — . I

m = LN = ||‘T'\'3 |






The Road to Revolution in Latin America * 139

proceeding to a regrouping of its forces and their preparation for a new revo-
lutionary stage which must be qualitatively superior to those existing up to
now.

“Until recovery has been attained in a fundamental sense, and until
some advance is achieved in the promotion of new forces and the regrouping
of nationalist sectors, all operations of the FALN must cease.

“This military retrenchment must be accompanied by a political offen-
sive which will permit us to cover the retrenchment, alleviate the pressures of
repression and recover the political initiative.

“In short, it is not a new truce, but something deeper”;—textually what
Fabricio explained—*“it is a temporary about-face in the forms of struggle,
that is, suspending the actions of the guerrillas and the UTC and giving po-
litial initiative priority.” . . .

This is, in essence, the position taken in this document by Pompeyo
Marquez, Teodoro Petkoff, and Freddy Munoz. At the same time, other
leaders sent a similar document to the Party, this time signed by Guillermo
Garcia Ponce and other leaders. It is, in essence, the same with some slight
variations. They themselves explain these differences in the introduction.

It reads: “Document enclosed. We present this to you, comrades, in
order to arrive at opinions in a more collective way. However, you will re-
ceive not one, but two documents—this one and another.

“As you will note, the resolutions and conclusions are the same: retrench-
ment of the guerrillas and of the UTC, as well as a change of tactics toward
an emphasis on political acts. There are, therefore, no differences on funda-
mental decisions; there is full unity on the essence of the problems. The
motivations, the reasons for the change in forms of struggle for a specific
period are also the same. Nevertheless, there is one shade of difference; our
document places prime importance on political motivations and secondary
importance on setbacks conceived as a reason for change.

“For the other comrades this order is reversed. First: the blows received
constitute a very important factor, but we should not change our tactics for
this reason. Setbacks help us to become aware of the changes that we ought to
introduce, but they form part of a concrete and principally political reality
which has forced us to make a certain change in course. The truth of the
matter is that we should have retrenched before receiving the blows.”

In other words, and in essence. Pompeyo, Teodoro, and Freddy Munoz
speak of retrenchment because of receiving blows. And they say: “Yes, yes,
very well, we’re in agreement. There is only one fundamental difference: We
should have retrenched even before receiving the blows. Second, upon giving
prime importance to political elements, we emphasize one of the peculiarities
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There are Some who Call Themselves
Revolutionaries who are Not

Anyone can give himself the name of “eagle” without having a single
feather on his back. In the same way, there are people who call themselves
communists without having a communist hair on their heads. The interna-
tional communist movement, to our way of thinking, is not a church. It is
not a religious sect or a Masonic lodge that obliges us to hallow any weakness,
any deviation; that obliges us to follow a policy of a mutual admiration with
all kinds of reformists and pseudo-revolutionaries.

Our stand regarding communist parties will be based on strictly revo-
lutionary principles. The parties that have a line without hesitations and cap-
itulationism, the parties that in our opinion have a consistent revolutionary
line, will receive our support in all circumstances; but the parties that en-
trench themselves behind the name of communists or Marxists and believe
themselves to have a monopoly on revolutionary sentiment—what they really
monopolize is reformism—will not be treated by us as revolutionary parties.
And if in any country those who call themselves communists do not know
how to fulfill their duty, we will support those who, without calling themselves
communists, conduct themselves like real communists in action and in strug-
gle. For every true revolutionary, who bears within him the revolutionary
spirit, revolutionary vocation, will always come to Marxism! It is impossible
for a man, traveling the road of revolution, not to arrive at Marxism! And
every revolutionary on the continent who is deserving of the name will arrive
at the Marxist conception of society! What is important are the revolution-
aries, those who are capable of making revolution and developing themselves
in revolutionary theory.

Many times practice comes first and then theory. Our people too, are an
example of that. Many, the immense majority of those who today proudly
call themselves Marxist-Leninists, arrived at Marxism-Leninism by way of
the revolutionary struggle. To exclude, to deny, to reject a priori all those who
from the beginning did not call themselves communists is an act of dogmatism
and unqualified sectarianism. Whoever denies that it is the road of revolution
which leads the people to Marxism is no Marxist, although he may call him-
self a communist.

This will be our line of conduct. It is the line that has guided our conduct
in relations with the revolutionary movements.
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At the Tricontinental Conference in Havana, representatives of revolu-
tionary organizations of the three continents met. Some called themselves
communists and others did not. What defines a communist is his attitude
toward the oligarchies, his attitude toward exploitation, his attitude toward
imperialism; and on this continent, his attitude toward the armed revolution-
ary movements. What will define the communists of this continent is their
attitude toward the guerrilla movement in Guatemala, in Colombia, and in
Venezuela. No one who claims to call himself communist will support the
rightist official leadership opposing Douglas Bravo. Communist Parties must
differentiate between the guerrillas who are fighting in Venezuela and the de-
featists who wish to renounce the struggle, who in practice wish to give up
the guerrilla movement. And this will be a dividing line, for we are arriving
at the time of definitions, not by anyone’s whims, but by the force of the
process itself, of historical events themselves.

Those who condemn the guerrillas for the simple reason of sect or
dogma, in the spirit of freemasonry, cannot consider themselves revolution-
aries.

One must ask the revolutionary guerrillas in Guatemala, Colombia, or
any other country, who, in their opinion, are the revolutionaries; who, in
their opinion are those who show them solidarity; who are their real sup-
porters, the Venezuelan guerrillas or the defeatists? For those who fight
in Venezuela, those who force the imperialists to use up part of their re-
sources against them, who bear their sharc of imperialist bombs, aid those
who are fighting in Guatemala or Colombia. Those who fight in the moun-
tains of Venezuela are the only real and possible allies of those who are
fighting in the mountains of Colombia and in the mountains of Guate-
mala. . . .

Our policy is clear. We recognize only revolutionaries as representatives
of the people. We do not consider any of those oligarchic and traitorous gov-
ernments that broke with Cuba, following orders from the Yankee embassy,
as representatives of their peoples. Only one of those governments, which is
not a socialist government, but whose international position deserves our
respect—only one of those governments deserves such respect—and that is
the Government of Mexico.

What is our diplomatic position with the other governments? We will not
re-establish diplomatic relations with any of those governments that obeyed
imperialist orders; we have no interest in doing so; we have no desire to do so.
We will only establish diplomatic relations with revolutionary governments in
those countries; and, therefore, with governments that show they are inde-
pendent. Re-establish relations so that they can break them the day after
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tomorrow following a simple indication from the State Department? No. We
do not like to waste our time on such foolishness. Economic relations with
those oligarchies, when they were the ones that broke with us? We are not
interested in re-establishing relations until there are revolutionary governments
leading those countries.

We will not give financial aid to any oligarchy to put down the revolu-
tionary movement with blood. And whoever, no matter who, aids those
oligarchies where guerrillas are fighting will be helping to suppress the revo-
lution, for repressive wars are carried on not only with weapons but also with
the millions of dollars used for purchasing the weapons and for paying the
mercenary armies.

An unmistakable proof of the lack of independence of those govern-
ments is to be found in the recent case of Colombia, where at 6 A.M. a few
days ago, because of a guerrilla attack against a train, they arrested the
General Secretary of the Communist Party of Colombia and all the leaders of
that Party who were found in their customary places. They did not hesitate a
bit because, at that very moment, a delegation of high Soviet officials was
present for the signing of a commercial, cultural, and financial agreement
with the Lleras Restrepo government; that same day, it was said there was
to be an interview between Lleras Restrepo and the high Soviet officials. And
that same day not only did they arrest the Communist leadership but they
also attacked, according to the wire service dispatches, the offices of the news
agency TASS. What a friendly spirit those oligarchies have! What an inde-
pendent spirit those puppets have! There is reciprocity for you! That is a
proof of the lack of independence, of the hypocrisy of the international policy
of those puppet governments. . . .

You see how the Venezuelan puppets talk, with their demands that the
USSR withdraw from the Tricontinental Organization, that the USSR do
no less than virtually break with Cuba, the “dead-end street,” to enter
through the wide, expansive, and friendly door of the Venezuelan govern-
ment, the government that has slaughtered more communists than any other
on this continent!

As for us, we are Marxist-Leninist: let others do as they please. We will
never re-establish relations with such a government!

They have broken relations with us, we have not broken relations
with anyone. The German Federal Republic even broke with us because we
recognized the German Democratic Republic. But we did not waver; as a
matter of principle, even though it affected our economic interests, we rec-
ognized the German Democratic Republic. All is not rose-colored in the
revolutionary world. Complaints and more complaints are repeated because



ol Ll L N
HF Mk [} e | Wy - -,l-_—_"l“
“#‘-- - e Bl s |
B T e . i e g =
Sl S e [ e e i L e
— g e — g L oS
s SVinls| = © - “dem— W W
gl sy BT e | ey s - e el VS
e SN IRSWE [, MLl P S
i e oy s g e wof &y -
Balinll| | gl st ol o S -
W | vom e o - e = e w2 il 1!-
N ey o o e e s WL
LL NS P eyl e
[ R Rl P e T e
I e ol et T . L)
5 Iﬂ--,I-I'\-L-L'--
ogfgmels Mewmm Mincsime” W on B L

n B el o o ey e e e
, T
. sl Vpiie = 5 5 u sl sl e ik

sl 1 M Brmisesgen B s sliee aamminh Sy
e o el By ST ey ST
B e e BT

e e e
- o el e B R )
nllall’ | =~
' e e Bt s

1l
i

-".'-.ﬂ.h'



N~ - '-‘ I
) R I O B EEge E Ry
N = An sl ol |
A v e e
) - e il e LA N B
m- - T . 1 ﬁ__ll'l_ | ™
1 Ppm ™~ o5 AN T
-

ulll . N a

- a i -

- 1 . gy
S ™~ - I (N | ik s Sty
——a — - R i
- - . e I Pl - T
I Vo 1 npe IZ'O_-
[II—_JII | B

—h | i

- i - - am
e W e B B
- = — [ e
s 1 11 1= 1 n b
1 | ] ) T
S = il s sl el 4
Pz . 1 T TR ——
- - 1 e ;.. Les=lasd ' ™ ol
L o | B [ SR al . um
- e T "l
ey A gl T et gl
& - | e _.I__I-—l,-s.—_—__Jl_.—l_lF.
ar o i e mofly gimy BN L__ B W |
o - 1 v STTTTE R
—'|-‘_ " L, = I — 4

! ]J'F
‘ (SN SIS SR Y TR N
e e I e I T ST )

_— l_l_—_-'l____l[_l__l__ﬁ
T - - | Sy

T1omm iy ¢ A . -—r
1| I



-,,L'Lm.: 'T -:‘,‘T-‘_“;'_"_"__ -

r [ B ] -III.-qI

——-—--F-hl 1‘----”-.1

--l - ——

—_— -
, = - L
",

- »-

U T e . W b

‘s l-l:—dul-—-l-.
~ = e e e w0 oA

ol Mgk e
e i e . )| ] -

widly . o ol s ey

‘-r—-‘-d—-l-.a---_

CE T T R T pee———
BN el R W REE T e
Mes - — m= - e e R
W e e el Asat

Al el e Ty T
Tl ey sy st e
Faleile N e el e
T IR
s s Sp—
Rl R = = SR



- 1 il
T =
= 1 r
- 1 - | 1
r s A —n' By
LR - -
) / LR B |
1 -1 Il 1= 1.
- - * e
3 -
" - Wi
I
" - - = 1'm
ﬂ 1
- 1 I = ‘
= el o N
.
[ N g = iy
| 1
1 I - i mnl
1 ! 1 - | ol
- -—hk, = AL l'_.ll-

A
-
) | i
!
] —
-
- .
FUREE 0 )
1 -
- -




152 - Fidel Castro Speaks

road—our own history of today and yesterday and always, the history of the
peoples who have made their revolutions. It has shown us that the peoples
who have achieved any progress, any freedom, have not done so by humbling
themselves, by placing their necks in the yoke. The peoples have found them-
selves forced to struggle; they have had to struggle. They have had to fight
not because they like to spill blood, not because they like war, but because
they are faced with the alternative of slavery or sacrifice; they are forced to
pay for their freedom and justice with their blood and sacrifice.

Historically, this is the alternative that the exploiters have imposed upon
the exploited, the oppressors upon the oppressed, the slavemasters upon the
slaves: exploitation, oppression, slavery—or sacrifice. The road is not chosen
by the peoples, gentlemen; the peoples only follow the roads imposed upon
them by their oppressors and exploiters. And to us it is clear. We have de-
fended this viewpoint with conviction, with tenacity and even with passion;
our peoples unfortunately have no other road to liberation than that of strug-
gle.

And the facts increasingly show that we are right. Awareness of that
truth is growing on this continent, awareness of that truth is becoming more
palpable with every day that passes. The peoples begin to inspire fear when
they begin to find out the truth, when they begin to discover the truth of their
situation.

We, too, were inoffensive vassals, we, too, were among the defenseless
and the oppressed. Our people were just that until they began to discover the
truth of their situation, until they began to discover their road. Today it seems
almost inexplicable to all of us how it was possible for all that savagery, all
that injustice, all that heartless exploitation, to maintain itself for so long;
how it was possible for that entire social order to exist defended by a mer-
cenary army, defended by tiny squads of soldiers and rural guards. All of that
was possible while the entire people believed in the myth that the prevailing
force could not be overcome, that the prevailing force was invincible. That
system was maintained more—much more!—by myth and lie than by the
actual force that defended it. And suppose our oldest comrades—I don’t
mean old in years, but those with most experience in the guerrilla fighting—
suppose that our comrades who took part in that struggle were placed back
on March 11, 1952, after the coup d’etat, with all that they know today, with
all their present understanding and knowledge, even if it were without a
single bullet, without a single rifle. Suppose they were placed in that situation,
which can only be utterly imaginary, of course, and were asked: how long
do you think this situation will last? No one would feel that seven years of
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racial discrimination were present in considerable numbers with posters say-
ing that the war being waged by the imperialists against the Vietnamese peo-
ple is inspired in the same feelings that lead to the oppression of black people
in the United States.

That is, the victims of exploitation and discrimination in the United
States have realized that their own cause has an ally in the Vietnamese who
are fighting and dying for their homeland. It is really impressive to see hun-
dreds of thousands of U.S. citizens marching through New York, some of them
with pictures of Ho Chi Minh, among others. And something even more en-
lightening: along with the pictures of Ho Chi Minh and some of the martyrs
in the civil rights cause, the news dispatches reported that there were also
pictures of Che Guevara. (LENGTHY APPLAUSE)

The People of the United States Will
See More Clearly as the
People’s Revolutionary Struggle Grows

This is an indication to us, to revolutionaries, that, sooner or later, among
the exploited sectors of the United States, among those who suffer discrimina-
tion under that system, among the poor of the United States, among the stu-
dents of the United States, and even among the progressive and intellectual
sectors of the United States—and there are many of these who are fully
aware of the brutality of imperialist policies—among the progressive sectors
of the United States, and among the people themselves—whose awareness
will awaken more and more—the world revolutionary movement, and in
particular the Latin American revolutionary movement, will have—sooner
or later—a mighty ally.

Imperialist interests, the interests of the small minority of monopolists
who rule the United States, attempt to persuade the people of that country
that the liberating revolution of the peoples goes against their interests, but
the people of the United States will come to see with increasing clarity who
represents the most vital interests of the people of the U.S., whether the revo-
lutionaries of the liberation movements or the imperialists who are spending
nearly one hundred thousand million dollars in war-mongering adventures,
who spend more all the time. It is a fact that the U.S. war budget, already over
fifty billion dollars several years ago, has grown considerably larger in recent
years with the war in Viet Nam and its escalation.

Who pays for these expenditures? Who pays for these adventures? Where
does the money come from? It is true that a part comes from the labor of
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creasing, the revolutionary organizations multiplying, Marxist-Leninist spirit
making headway—that is, Marxist-Leninist ideas—and we felt deeply satis-
fied when the final resolution of this Conference proclaimed that the revolu-
tionary movement in Latin America is being guided by Marxist-Leninist ideas.

Judge All Revolutionaries by Their Actions

This means that convert-like narrow-mindedness must be overcome.
And we, in our Communist Party, will fight to overcome that narrow concept,
that narrow-mindedness. And we must say that, as a Marxist-Leninist
Party, we belong to OLAS; as a Marxist-Leninist Party we belong not to a
small group within the revolutionary movement, but to an organization
which comprises all true revolutionaries, and we will not be prejudiced against
any revolutionary.

That is, there is a much wider movement on this continent than the
movement constituted simply by the Communist Parties of Latin America, we
are a part of that wide movement, and that we shall judge the conduct of
organizations not by what they say they are, but by what they prove they
are, by what they do, by their conduct.

And we feel very satisfied that our Party has wholeheartedly entered
into this wider movement, the movement that has just held this first Confer-
ence.

Guerrillas Must Be Directed
from the Countryside

The importance of the guerrilla, the vanguard role of the guerrilla.
Much could be said about the guerrilla, but it is not possible to do so in a
meeting like this. But guerrilla experiences in this continent have taught us
many things—among them the terrible mistake, the absurd concept that
the guerrilla movement could be directed from the cities.

That is the reason for the thesis that political and military commands
must be united.

This is the reason for our conviction that it is not only a stupidity but
also a crime to want to direct the guerrillas from the city. And we have had
the opportunity to appreciate the consequences of this absurdity many times.
And it is necessary that these ideas be overcome, and this is why we consider
the resolution of this Conference of great importance.

The guerrilla is bound to be the nucleus of the revolutionary movement.
This does not mean that the guerrilla movement can rise without any previous
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Why has it been necessary to bring that reply here? Because that docu-
ment became the argument of a gang, a whole gang of detractors and slander-
ers of the Cuban Revolution. And that incident served for the beginning of a
real international conspiracy against the Cuban Revolution, a real conspiracy
against our Revolution.

In the first place, there has been a deliberate attempt to distort our views.
Furthermore, these gentlemen of the rightist leadership of the Communist
Party of Venezuela had a goal, and they pursued it in a very immoral man-
ner. Once, when Leoni’s administration was trying to establish diplomatic re-
lations with the Soviet Union, we were asked what we thought of it; these
gentlemen were also asked, and they responded negatively to the idea.

Why do these gentlemen resort to this argument and drag in a problem
that was not being discussed with them? This is very clear; this forms part of
the plot, of the conspiracy in which they and their fellows are participating
with imperialism in order to create a serious conflict between the Cuban
Revolution and the socialist countries. It is unquestionable that this argu-
ment is one of the lowest, most despicable, most treacherous, and most pro-
vocative. It pretended to present a contradiction between our position and our
trade with capitalist countries. Furthermore, this argument, until recently,
was not only openly published—for the capitalist press published it, and the
letter was published by the counter-revolutionary organizations—but this low
argument was also employed sotto voce in small groups by the conspirators
and detractors of the Cuban Revolution.

Cuba’s Trade Policy

In the first place, they are lying when they state that Cuba is opposed to
trade. In every international body, in every economic conference, in all the
organizations in which Cuba has taken part as a State, we have constantly
denounced the imperialist policy of blockade, and we have denounced the
acts of the government of the United States against our country as a viola-
tion of free trade and of the right of all countries to trade with each other.
Cuba has inflexibly maintained that position at all times; that has been a
policy pursued by our country which the facts throughout the history of the
commercial relations of our country can bear out. Our position does not refer
to commerce; it never referred to commerce. And that position of ours is
known by the Soviet people; we have stated our viewpoint to them.

We refer to the problem of financial and technical help of any socialist
State to the Latin American oligarchies. Let these things not be confused; do
not try to confuse one thing with another; do not ever try to confuse one
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And it is equally repugnant that they try to find a contradiction between
this position and Cuba’s commercial policy with the capitalist world. The
imperialists have tried to break us with the blockade. And the question is not
what countries we do trade with, but with how many countries throughout
the wide world do we not trade with simply because, one by one, and under
the incessant and growing pressure of the imperialists, they break trade rela-
tions with us.

We have never broken off those relations. Imperialism has taken care
of that, in the same way that it has seen to it that, one by one, they break
off diplomatic relations with Cuba. We have never broken off with anybody.
They are weapons imperialism has used against the Cuban Revolution, in
diplomatic relations, in commercial relations.

And it is worthwhile, to speak about commercial relations, for some of
the mafia—and I cannot define, in any other way, those who attack our Revo-
lution in such a slanderous and base fashion, without any serious and power-
ful argurhent—have spoken of our not breaking off diplomatic relations with
the State of Israel. Neither did our country break off relations with Albania
when a great number of countries from the socialist camp did; we did not
break off relations with Federal Germany, but Federal Germany did not want
to accept our establishing relations with the German Democratic Republic. And
even though we knew that the consequences would be the breaking-off of
diplomatic and commercial relations, this country had not the slightest hesi-
tation of being among the first to establish diplomatic relations with the Ger-
man Democratic Republic. (APPLAUSE) And this country has never hesitated
in the least to put our political principles above economic interest, for if this
were not so we would have found a million reasons to reconcile ourselves with
imperialism a long time ago, more so in these times when it has become
quite fashionable to do so.

The slightest insinuation of our following a sordid policy of interests in
our international stand is to forget what this country has paid for its unyielding
stands, its solidarity with a great number of countries—Algeria among them
—notwithstanding the fact that this gave another country—which was one of
the biggest buyers of Cuban sugar—an excuse to justify the pressures exer-
cised by imperialism against them and to stop buying our sugar. And many
are the facts.

And our people always saw, and we thought that every one understood
quite clearly, that each time an imperialist pressure against anyone selling
or buying from us failed, it was a victory of our Revolution in the face of the
blockade. And we always saw as an expression of the attitude—in a certain
sense of sclf-defense—and we have spoken publicly about it, we have spoken
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want to be indebted to them for their not doing whatever they want to. They
have their rights, they are in their rights. I do not intend to buy any insurance
policy.

But, to all of you, I think it is unnecessary to say that the line of this
Revolution is not the Castro line; it is the line of a people, it is the line of a
leading group that has a real revolutionary history. (LONG APPLAUSE) And it
is the natural line of this Revolution!

The counter-revolutionaries encourage one another; their international
organization has been encouraged, greatly encouraged, by the idea that in-
surmountable antagonisms may develop, insurmountable conflicts between
the Cuban Revolution and the socialist camp. Really, the only thing that we
can say is that it is an honor of our Revolution that our enemies think so
much about it; likewise, it must be an honor for all Latin American revolu-
tionaries that imperialism has given so much attention to the problem of
OLAS. They issued threats, they postponed the OLAS conference, they said
they were going to do a lot of things, they “were going to clean the place up,”
and that this meeting could not take place. And the OLAS conference has
been held—a true representation of a genuine revolutionary movement, whose
ideas are solid because they are based on reality. OLAS is the interpreter of
tomorrow’s history, interpreter of the future, because OLAS? is a wave of
the future, symbol of the revolutionary waves sweeping a continent of 250
million. This continent is pregnant with revolution. Sooner or later, it will be
born. Its birth may be more or less complicated, but it is inevitable.

We do not have the slightest doubt. There will be victories, there will be
reverses, there will be advances, there will be retreats; but the arrival of a
new era, the victory of the peoples in the face of injustice, in the face of ex-
ploitation, in the face of oligarchy, in the face of imperialism, whatever the
mistakes that man makes, whatever the mistaken ideas that may be obstacles
on the road: it is inevitable.

We have spoken to you with complete and absolute frankness; we know
that the true revolutionaries will always be in “solidarity” with Cuba; we
know that no true revolutionary, that no true communist on this continent,
nor among our people, will ever let himself be induced to take those positions
which would lead him to an alliance with imperialism; which would make
him go hand in hand with the imperialist masters against the Cuban Revolu-
tion and against the Latin American Revolution.

We do not condemn anyone a priori, we do not close the doors to any-
one en masse, in a block; we express our ideas, we defend our ideas, we de-

3 Olas means “waves” in Spanish.—Ed.
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bate these ideas. And we have absolute confidence in the revolutionaries, in
the true revolutionaries, in the true communists.

Those will not fail the revolution, the same as our Revolution will never
fail the revolutionary movement of Latin America. (APPLAUSE)

We don’t know what awaits us, what vicissitudes, what dangers, what
struggles. But we are prepared, and every day we try to better prepare our-
setves, and every day we will be better and better prepared.

But one thing we can say: we are calm, we feel safe, this little island will
always be a revolutionary wall of granite and against it all conspiracies, all
intrigues, and all aggressions will be smashed. And high upon this wall there
will fly forever a banner with the legend:

Patria o Muerte! Venceremos! (APPLAUSE)
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self, such proof of confidence in the peoples, such proof of faith in men’s
capacity to fight, can be looked for in the pages of history—but the like of it
will never be found.

And he fell.

The enemy believes it has defeated his ideas, his guerrilla concepts, his
points of view on revolutionary armed struggle. And what they accomplished,
by a stroke of luck, was to eliminate him physically; what they accomplished
was to gain an accidental advantage that an enemy may gain in war. And we
do not know to what degree that stroke of luck, that stroke of fortune, was
helped along, in a battle like many others, by that characteristic of which we
spoke before—his excessive aggressiveness, his absolute disdain for danger.

This also happened in our War of Independence. In a battle at Dos
Rios they killed the Apostle of our Independence. In a battle at Punta Brava
they killed Antonio Maceo, a veteran of hundreds of battles. Countless lead-
ers, countless patriots of our War of Independence were killed in similar
battles. And, nevertheless, that did not spell defeat for the Cuban cause.

The death of Che—as we said a few days ago—is a hard blow for the
revolutionary movement, in that it deprives it, without a doubt, of its most ex-
perienced and able leader.

But those who are boasting of victory are mistaken. They are mistaken
when they think that his death is the end of his ideas, the end of his tactics, the
end of his guerrilla concepts, the end of his theses. For the man who fell, as a
mortal man, as a man who faced bullets time and again, as a soldier, as a
leader, is a thousand times more able than those who killed him by a stroke of
luck.

However, how must revolutionaries face this serious setback? How must
we face this loss? If Che had to express an opinion on this point, what would
it be? He gave his opinion, he expressed that opinion quite clearly when he
wrote in his Message to the Latin American Conference of Solidarity that, if
death surprised him anywhere, it would be welcome as long as his battle cry
had reached a receptive ear and another hand stretched out to take up his
rifle.

And his battle cry will reach not just one receptive ear, but millions of
receptive ears! And not one hand but millions of hands will stretch out to take
up arms!

New leaders will emerge. And the men—of the receptive ears and the
outstretched hands—will need leaders who emerge from the ranks of the
people, just as leaders have emerged in all revolutions.

Those hands will not have available a leader of Che’s extraordinary ex-
perience and enormous ability. Those leaders will be formed in the process of
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III. The Cuban Road
to Communism

A. Capitalist and Communist Develop-
ment: “A hundred and fifty years of ac-
cumulated misery.”

B. Socialist Consciousness: “Communism
cannot be built in one country in the midst
of an underdeveloped world.”

C. “We Will Never Build a Communist
Conscience with a Dollar Sign in the Minds
and Hearts of Men.”

D. “Communism Will Be Abundance with-
out Egotism: On Intellectual Property.”
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The Cuban Road to Communism + 193

vised for the laying of a highway over such difficult terrain? Were highways
like that constructed before in the province of Oriente? Of course not! Rural
housing programs? Unheard of!

A large part of the cement produced in this country was used for build-
ing weekend country homes. Today the supply of cement is insufficient. And
although some cement is imported, it is still not enough. Everyone needs ce-
ment—all the municipal governments and everyone else—not just those dedi-
cated to public works but those in agriculture and in water projects as well.
Everywhere we hear the same thing: “We need cement.” And unfortunately
cement factories cannot be built in a few weeks. Our new cement factories—
the first being built in Nuevitas, the second in Las Villas, and the Santiago de
Cuba plant is being enlarged—will double our cement production. However,
even when our cement production has been doubled, what are two million tons
of cement for our needs? A third factory is already being considered. To be-
gin to solve part of our problem, we must necessarily plan to double, triple,
or quadruple the amount of cement that we have today.

The road is long and patience is needed. This is the road of any under-
developed country. But at least since the triumph of the Revolution, well done
or not, better or worse, our work no longer benefits the foreigner. We no
longer work for a privileged class. Even though it has been necessary to create
everything, to begin everything from zero, it was necessary to overthrow
the rotting bourgeois state in order to build anew. The country had to be
completely revolutionized. It was necessary to do away with the old and to
rebuild. And this task had to be carried out with new men, the great majority
of whom lacked experience.

We Work to Create Legions of Technicians

Our country suffered from a true poverty of technical personnel. And
part of the technical personnel—of what little technical personnel this coun-
try had—was identified with the interests affected by the Revolution. It was
necessary to begin to prepare cadres. And this also takes years. In spite of the
efforts made, legions of new technicians have not yet entered production; it
will take us a few years but we will get there. We will reach the goal because
we have not wasted time, having set about this task from the very beginning.
In some activities in some fields, tens of thousands are already prepared. The
triumph of the Revolution found almost 10,000 unemployed teachers. All
those teachers were given jobs and this did not solve the problem. There
weren’t enough teachers. Special courses had to be organized in order to send
teachers to the mountains and there were still not enough.

Last year almost one thousand teachers were graduated from our
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itself from its imperialist enemies? Not “to maintain the revolutionary regime
or to oppress the people” as the imperialist detractors of our Revolution
write in their libelous, mercenary press. Because when there is identification
between the revolutionary power and the people, as exists in a country such
as ours when a revolution, a new social system, has such support from the
masses, it does not need to arm itself in order to maintain this system or up-
hold this power!

This power would have no reason for existence if it were not the power
of the people and for the people. It is precisely this which characterizes a so-
cialist state, a socialist Revolution; the very opposite of what happens in the
capitalist society, in the capitalist state. That state was an instrument of power
in the hands of a minority; to maintain the great masses of the population in
ignorance and poverty; exploited, oppressed, and living in misery.

The Revolution is the power of the great majority of the people instead
of an insignificant minority. But this minority, so weak and insignificant, did
not need anything like our armed strength because our reason for building up
the Revolutionary Armed Forces is essentially the need to defend ourselves
from a powerful foreign enemy.

In the Past the Possibilities of Work
for Women Were Extremely Limited

If there’s something that really catches one’s attention in these May Day
parades, and especially in this one, it is the process of integration of women
into the labor force.

In the past the possibilities of work for women were extremely limited.
In this sense, discrimination certainly existed. But aside from this, it was logi-
cal that in a country where there were hundreds of thousands of men without
work there would be little or no work opportunities for women. We already
know what kind of work was reserved for women in the capitalist society. We
know how prevalent was the custom among the bourgeoisie of hiring working-
class women, pressed by necessity to work in amusements, in bars, as just one
more kind of commercial attraction. We know of the considerable numbers of
women in our country who were forced into the most lamentable form of
survival, that is, prostitution. We know that our bourgeoisie had established
many brothels in this country; brothels in every Cuban city, brothels for the
Yankee tourists, for the Yankee Marines, in Havana, in Guantanamo. We
know also that the bourgeoisie of the region of Guantanamo were so ingratiat-
ing that they not only supplied the Marines with brothels but also, on many
occasions, with their own daughters. In Guantanamo many stories are known
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there is something more: the women of our country are not only entering
production work en masse, but are turning out to be workers of high efficiency,
and we have heard many commentaries in praise of the work of our women,
their sense of responsibility and their lack of absenteeism.

For this reason, the Revolution is making efforts to create more day
nurseries, more schools, to establish more school cafeterias, to make it con-
stantly easier for women to work. But when we speak of making it easier for
women to work in production, this does not mean simply that society wishes
to help women, not only that. Society has a duty to help women, but at the
same time society helps itself considerably by helping women, because it
means more and more hands joining in the production of goods and services
for all the people.

As it is known, one of the means to make it possible for women to work
is the creation of day nurseries. The women workers themselves pay certain
amounts, in accordance with their income, for their children’s care in the
nurseries. But the women who have entered agricultural production have the
added benefit that they do not have to pay for the day nursery. (APPLAUSE)

No Woman Will Have to Pay for Her
Children’s Day Nursery

And it is the intention of the Revolutionary Government that by the end
of this year, that is to say by next year, no woman worker will have to pay for
her children’s day nursery. We believe that this will contribute to encouraging
Cuban women to work, and we also believe that this is just. Society profits
from the work of every woman. Society profits in the same measure that it
helps the mother. It profits to the same degree that permits women to receive
full wages, without having to utilize a part to pay expenses, such as a day
nursery.

If today, for example, all education is free; if there are approximately
150,000 young people and children in public boarding schools without paying
a cent, if all medical services in the national hospitals are free; if a large part
of our population no longer pays any rent since they have completed the five
years of rent payment under the Urban Reform Law; (APPLAUSE) if more than
100,000 farmers have received deeds to their land without charge; if any per-
son in our country who is destitute may obtain State help for the asking; if all
these things are true, then why should we charge for day nurseries?

Of course, we have not yet attained communism, and at the beginning
we believed that those services should be paid for. Nevertheless, experience
has shown more and more the multiplying power of the work of the people,
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Socialism and Communism Should Be Constructed
Parallel to One Another

We believe that the construction and development of socialism and the
advance toward a superior society, the communist society, must necessarily
have its laws and its methods, and that, of course, these methods may in no
way be the same methods as those of the capitalist society. We do not believe
that methods and laws are subject to blind law or automatic regulations; we
believe that they must be based more and more on the capacity of the peoples
to plan, to master the processes of production, to foresee, in short, to control
and dominate those laws and not be simply helpless objects of those laws.

Of course, this Plaza de la Revolucién is not a class in political economy,
nor do I pretend to be an authority on these matters. Much more honestly, T
should say that I consider myself an apprentice, a student interested in these
problems.

On one occasion, when the Central Committee was organized, we said
that we did not believe that communism could be built entirely independent
of the construction of socialism. That communism and socialism should be
constructed, in a certain sense, parallel with one another. To invent a process
and to say, “up to this point we are building socialism, and at this point we
are building communism” can be an error, a great error. Because obviously,
among other things, in our eagerness to reach our goals, we must not re-
nounce or endanger the development and the formation of the communist
man.

When T expressed this idea—not the pronouncement of a teacher, nor an
apostle, nor a professor, nor an authority on revolutionary theory, nor much
less a kind of petty ideological Pope—some were surprised, and more than a
few readers of manuals were astonished. More than a few people—they
weren’t counted, but I estimate their number based upon the number of those
who have been intrigued by this statement, people accustomed to having the
ideas in their minds as well ordered as the clothes in their closets—even be-
came disturbed at these statements, and I do not doubt that some asked them-
selves if perhaps we weren’t somewhat sacrilegious.

And, of course, I believe that in this category the worst of sacrileges—
and when I speak of sacrilege, the catechism I was taught as a child comes out,
at least in words. . . . The worst of sacrileges (and it would seem that Marx
also studied catechism, since he often employs this type of terminology, which,
of course, is not copied but is something that I have observed in my reading
of Marx)—the worst of sacrileges is stagnation in thinking. “Thinking that
stagnates is thinking that ‘rots’.”



It "ol
l-'lll-r-ul....lp.-— et e ) '

B |.l-|--.n--..-.=-.—-|.u-..-.&._-.|

-II-Il )
S e e, o
- e - H' - LIIII—
I-l‘ll-I-_l'lll:IIl S I

T Rl i e st e e

HLT* N — ey - e e T

RPN RIS U L A B B e L
e e e R s vetemem e N
. L e TR SRT R o S R S
.n.'jL‘r-""' '-_“".'—lr— i'-\'_‘-"'
S pgFe o gm - w0 vl = e e AW

BT "= - 4 | L 1 ne =g pa.
vt e gy iy b Dl - 1™ I
B ' i = W o T » ] ——ﬁ—Lh—”v—-
S — u

£ - I

— = 2 LT . :

e =e &g - s (] - II —
F.' )y V. - - - ™ - 1 = Dalhl
fmb - & - A S = e My

|1ﬁ' - - ) 1

I__ i - - - - L _tas o o B

| . ESa 8 - L Ll P o - -

| winss ot e L L 1 1

: T e e, i I T i B
— = - - v ———— | = e i S
TS mm m o e [ b TaAJ Iy g

| = o= = g 1 L I 1 AR
- 'w vyl o= e I R

n i, 1 -I'- — — I_TJ.-‘ — - . o L id
N o= = ) S | |

| il -~ = 1 ' 1 I TVellag rNe 'l Sy Ponlomy
- —-‘ r———_ ""k-_.'ll —

) _;’- w - L _b-_[ R | — e I -_— —_‘
Lu_ afige N R == . - —“
Ol s e SRR DR TEE TR N ol DR
e, Ry o T e A A
Fliw-h_l __l|1LH_——-_\‘.L\_-I

= ﬂﬂ-'i . _-.li_l- -
R M = 1 S e



L= LU oL o | I
B - il b 1 -
I SN L B g
< - % - -
[ -
I
: -
I Ld
1
1™
I - " 4
s
1
-l -
& ——
— 5
- B I I Ew
ll—*-
| - 4
1 1
- -
: -
) u _im
- I
e J T | -l
1 . - o [ |
o - 1.
- I i, s
1 Il l Tl -

C Ik S e il Al
A _-'_l-._'_l -._l.“







-

it ey B

fow SIS TN _gelaA
o e el - e Leded sl
s B T







Al e Er e

b L S s

B -y 1) et RN
s 1, [N —id Tl
~ 1 I w !
- © e s W g == T4
- LT iy e
' - N b
r AN B
- | e et
IR - ]
F
) = N
e
Ol S
B 1
1 1 .
I . ~ _a
Ihal I B
I —
it
i
- Calol = =
- | - 1 1
L4 -
_| " ’
i o I
B = -4
& | 1
!
o
LI ey

.-.:r
wd

ol —— v 1 -l--rv-1-




<









The Cuban Road to Communism <« 219

Marx, uniting in combat against imperialism, helping and supporting each
other, will be stronger than the imperialists!

Let us cry out more fervently today than ever: Long live the heroic peo-
ple of Viet Nam! (sHOUTs oOF viva) Long live the heroic people of Santo Do-
mingo! (SHOUTS OF viva) Long live proletarian internationalism! (SHOUTS
OF viva) Long live Marxism-Leninism! (SHOUTS OF VIVA)

Patria o Muerte! Venceremos! (OVATION)
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and better weapons than those rural guards had! Today they are the power.
But not just in words or in theory, but in fact, in reality. There’s no farmer
regardless of age who doesn’t have his weapon there in his company or in
his battalion. There’s no farmer who doesn’t have there the means for de-
fending his rights, for defending his Revolution. And this has created a moral
fortitude that cannot be measured in terms of numerals. For those are the
things that have made the people identify with the Revolution. Those things
have made the people mobilize to carry out every task, to answer every ap-
peal of the Revolution of any kind whatsoever.

This shows how men are capable of responding conscientiously, how
men are capable of responding to moral factors. The people have received
many material benefits, but they have also received great moral benefits. I
am sure that if many simple people of this country were to be asked: “What
are you most grateful to the Revolution for? Your low rent? Your steady job?
What are you most grateful to the Revolution for—the material benefits
you’ve received or the moral benefits that you’ve received?” I'm sure that
many, perhaps the great majority would say: “What I’'m most grateful to the
Revolution for and the reason I'm willing to die for the Revolution, is that
since the Revolution I've felt like a human being. I've felt like a man of dig-
nity. I’ve felt that I amount to something among my people, that I am some-
body in my country. I’ve felt as I never felt in the past.”

And we have to encourage these feelings of social worth in our people.
We have to encourage these moral factors in the people, besides making an
effort to satisfy their material needs.

We are making a Revolution, but we’re only halfway along the road in
that Revolution. We've advanced a great deal since the first day of this Revo-
lution. People have divided into revolutionaries and reactionaries depending
on whether they have clung to the past or looked toward the future. And the
people have kept moving ahead, kept growing in awareness, kept raising
their political level.

Difficult struggles had to be waged against reactionary ideas. And we’ve
been moving forward from that stage.

Yesterday’s Ideological Positions May
not be so Advanced Today

But we have new stages before us. And once more, we will find reaction-
ary ideas in our way, ideas that might have been revolutionary ten years ago,
yet can be perfectly reactionary today. The ideological positions of yesterday
may not be sufficiently advanced when confronted with the ideological posi-
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work of production, when tens of thousand of women are engaging in dif-
ferent undertakings. We have been proposing and advocating that those ac-
tivities should be chosen that are more easily performed by women.

We have already found many places in the country, in the pcople’s
stores, for example, where women are working. They are engaged in all
sorts of activities everywhere. There is practically no state poultry farm in
this country that is not being run by women. We should try to make it so that
the inclusion of women in production is not geared to compensating for the
lack of productivity by men, and compensating for a fall in production, but
to increasing production. This is something we proposed at the Congress.
And we ought to direct that effort, and we are doing so, toward those activities
that women can perform well. We will always oppose the employment of
women in jobs which they are, physically, virtually incapable of performing.
The activities that women can perform are numerous, and we are planning
along these lines.

The People and the Party Have
Great Confidence in the CDR

Not only will we incorporate great numbers of women into production,
into activities suitable for women, but we will also incorporate great numbers
of machines. We repeat that the solution to the problem lies in the utilization
of machines; not in the physical exertion of workers.

We will still have to depend on physical exertion in many cases be-
cause we still don’t have enough machines and yet we must develop the
country, we must develop agriculture, we must increase production. And if
the only way we can do it now is by increased physical exertion, then let us
exert ourselves more. In the future—the near future—we will use machines
and, in time, more machines. (APPLAUSE) We will mechanize all activities
that can be mechanized. Above all, in the countryside we will gradually
eliminate a whole series of operations.

Let me give you an example. Every year workers in our country loaded
forty-five million tons of cane; they lifted it stalk by stalk from the ground up
to the cane cart; forty-five million tons of cane! And you know what lifting
cane means. Many persons say that they would rather cut than lift. Every
year, our sugarcane workers manually loaded over forty million tons of sugar-
cane, stalk by stalk. With mechanization, the bulk of that work is already
being done by cane-lifts. Very soon not one stalk will have to be picked up
manually. What does this mean? It means that we will have saved our
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workers the gigantic, the huge task of loading forty-five million tons of sugar
cane by hand every year.

That example holds for many other fields. As we introduce mechaniza-
tion, we will be increasing productivity and eliminating arduous physical work,
as in the example I have just mentioned. . . .

Long Live the Committees for the Defense of the Revolution!

Patria o Muerte! Venceremos! (OVATION)
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This, of course, can only happen when colonialism and imperialism
have disappeared from the face of the carth. And we know that there are
needs to be filled in this world, that there will always be a need for whatever
we produce, and that someone will always produce the things that we need.
Therefore, the advantages from our agricultural development; therefore, our
thrust toward mass application of technology in the gigantic development of
our plans for different branches of production, so that our production may
both fill our needs and meet demands abroad. We know that all we produce
will always be useful to someone else and that other countries can do likewise,
produce things that are useful to us. But, beginning with the domestic mar-
ket, we will produce everything we need, as much milk as we need, and the
day that we have more than enough milk we will not begin to throw it away.
What have many capitalist countries been doing in the last decades? There is
a surplus of coffee, they burn coffee; they have a surplus of other products
and they burn them and throw them away, and the restrictions. . . . We do
not suffer from these ills. If we have a surplus of milk one day we will ask
ourselves what the average consumption is and we will either lower the price
or we will give the milk away free. . . .

There is frequently abundance, but egoism remains. There can be abun-
dance without communism; communism will be abundance without egoism.
But communism is not achieved through abundance alone but through edu-
cation, through genuinely socialist consciousness, genuinely communist con-
sciousness. Egoism is so absurd and blind that at times it does not content
itself with what it needs, but wants to appropriate even what it does not need.
In capitalism man appropriated much more than he needed simply to exploit
others. The people of tomorrow in our society will live very differently from
that period in which man lived in the midst of egoism, in which a few men
appropriated almost everything to exploit the vast majority of the people.

We are doing both things. The important thing about the work you have
completed is that you have worked on both aspects; you have been forging
your own revolutionary consciousness, you have been forging your socialist
and communist consciousness. And at the same time that you have been
educating yourselves for communism, you have been helping to create the
material base that along with education and consciousness will allow us to
live according to truly communist norms, that is, according to truly fraternal
norms, truly human norms, in which each man and woman will see others
as his brothers and sisters, and no one will see others as enemies; no one will
be seen as a rival. And that is precisely the strength that socialism and com-
munism gives to people; it is the strength of brothers as contrasted with the
weakness of those who are divided, those who hate each other.
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Here we have seen that strength in a practical way: we have seen what
can be done through human collectivity; we have seen what you have been
able to accomplish in three months, a small army of young people working
here enthusiastically, because you did not see work as a punishment, but
rather as an ennobling activity, one that inspires man, that can fill him with
happiness. That is work when it is not slave work; that is work when man is
not exploited. Before, the concept of work was associated with the concept of
suffering, because work meant suffering for exploited people. Work will never
again be an ordeal but rather the most enjoyable, noblest, most creative ac-
tivity of mankind.

You will see what I am talking about when you return here, those of
you who do not go elsewhere, if you come back here next year, when you
really see how these lands have been enriched, when you really see the fruits
of your work. Because the work you have left here will increase; it will pro-
duce more and more fruits.

The plants that you have sown here will remain in the earth; your ex-
ample will remain with our youth; and the heartening response of the new
revolutionary generation will remain with our revolution.

Patria o Muerte! Venceremos! (OVATION).






IV. The Revolution
Continues

A. The Revolutionary Offensive: “We did
not make a revolution to establish the right
to trade.”

B. “Creating Wealth with Political Aware-
ness, not Creating Political Awareness with
Money or Wealth.”






A. The Revolutionary Offensive: “We did
not make a revolution to establish the right
to trade.”

In March, 1968, Castro proclaimed a new revolutionary of-
fensive in Cuba. With this offensive, as he announces in this speech, the
Cuban government plans to nationalize the burgeoning retail-trade business
which included 55,600 small private businesses and accounted for approxi-
mately one third of retail-trade sales. This series of nationalizations meant
that in less than a decade over ninety percent of the Cuban economy was
taken over from private ownership; only in agriculture does a significant share
of production still remain in the private sector. After the second and last
Agrarian Reform, in 1963, thirty percent of the farms in Cuba—no larger
than 168 acres—were left in private hands.

The purpose of the offensive transcended economics. The small but
profitable private sector remained a privileged part of the socialist economy.
As Raiil Castro said on May Day, 1968: “To say that the small merchants
lived better because they were influenced by material incentives is true. And
for that very reason, we reject material incentives. We don’t want a small-
merchant mentality for our people!” They lived better by dealing in the black
market, or by buying cheap and selling dear—not by contributing to the
development of the society. He referred to the criticism of the Eastern Euro-
pean press: “Some have said that we are idealists, romantics, and adventur-
ers, that we are violating the laws of economics, that we have decided to
reach our goals by substituting enthusiasm for economic principles.”

In fact, of course, Fidel's answer is eminently “realistic’ in the sense
that it is grounded in Cuba’s practical experience; his answer is also a general
affirmation of the great potentialities of man for creative, peaceful develop-
ment. The Cubans have in the past overcome great obstacles, as Fidel often
points out—overthrowing Batista, defeating the U.S. mercenaries at the
Bay of Pigs, and withstanding the U.S. blockade and initiating the many

Delivered on March 13, 1968, “Year of the Heroic Guerrilla,” on the eleventh
Anniversary of the attack on the Presidential Palace, at the University of Havana.
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boring, and it is going to be boring because we are faced with the need to
enumerate a series of data and figures in order to demonstrate what we mean.
It will be necessary for all of you on your part to pay close attention, because
when statistics and figures are involved it is always necessary to pay close at-
tention if we don’t want to be bored or not understand.

We know that there are several questions in the air; we know that many
persons have been waiting for a public occasion such as this one to hear our
opinions concerning these questions. It is true that, in the early days of the
Revolution, public opinion in the capital, which has always had the character-
istic—and I say this in all frankness—of being somewhat inconsistent,
required our appearing on television with a certain frequency in order to ex-
plain every kind of problem, major or insignificant. We still recall the times
when, if a Pardo Llada left the country, it was necessary to appear on televi-
sion to explain why a Pardo Llada had left; if a traitor such as Diaz Lanz re-
signed or deserted, it was necessary to appear on television to explain the
significance of such desertions; if one day, after presenting us with a beautiful
fish specimen, a Sefior Miguel Quevedo departed on his yacht from Varadero
for Miami, it was necessary to appear on television to explain that matter,
that scandal. We still recall that on that occasion, while still convalescing
from pneumonia, we had to leave our bed and appear on television to exp]ain
that incident. Why? Because of this certain inconsistency that characterized
public opinion, above all in the capital, which had its periods of optimism and
pessimism, of enthusiasm and discouragement.

On some occasions, with the appearance of the first problems of the
Revolution, this fact was much in evidence. Later the political awareness of the
population of the capital became firmer and more stable. It is no longer
necessary to explain something every week or every day, but it has become
apparent to us that public opinion is requiring some explanations concerning
certain questions.

A series of things has occurred. And, in connection with this matter of ex-
planations, we wish to state certain facts—with the aim of better clarifying
matters for the people. The style of this Revolution has always been to ex-
plain problems to the masses. This Revolution has been characterized by the
explanation of the greatest possible number of problems. And I say “the
greatest possible” because, unfortunately, not all problems can be dealt with
publicly. We are a constituted State, and, as a constituted State, we logically
have to observe certain norms; and, in the complex and difficult world in
which we live, each and every problem cannot always be discussed publicly.
Because of lack of confidence in the people? No, never! It is simply because
there are questions of a diplomatic nature, questions having to do with rela-
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tions between states, and so on, and questions that could be prejudicial if
they were known by the enemy.

We Count on Our People to Have
Faith in Their Leaders

Certainly, we don’t go to the extremes here that are gone to in the United
States, for example, where, it has been stated, certain documents related to
the assassination of Kennedy will not be made public—if I remember cor-
rectly—until the years 2050 or 2060. However, logically, not all questions can
be dealt with every day, nor can all matters be made public. And this is not
—I repeat—nor will it ever be, for lack of faith in the people. But, at the
same time, we count on our people to have faith in their leaders and their
Revolutionary Government. And that they let the revolutionary leadership
be aware, always, in the difficult and arduous tasks and responsibilities it
must assume, of that confidence and that support.

Some of the questions, such as that of the microfraction, have been
amply publicized, at least as amply as was possible. On that occasion we
spoke for many hours, clarifying a number of questions, and that discourse
was not published. And it wasn’t published for the very reasons we have ex-
plained. We had been considering the possibility of publishing part of it, but
we preferred to publish all of it or none, so as not to offer partial explanations.
Nonetheless, we trust that 150 years won’t have to pass before anyone has
an opportunity to read some of these documents.

But if it is true that some of the microfraction’s political manifestations
and the phenomenon of microfractionalism could have been more amply pub-
licized—and this aspect was fully analyzed in the Central Committee meeting
—it must be made clear that, as a political force—I repeat, political force—
the microfraction had no significance whatsoever. As a political intention and
as a tendency within the revolutionary movement, a frankly reformist, reac-
tionary, and conservative current, its actions were of a very serious nature,
although we fully realized that many tendencies of this kind are circulating in
the atmosphere of our times. But, after all, we consider the microfraction a
question that has been solved.

The revolutionary courts were not as severe as some would have wished
but, in the final analysis, unnecessary severity has never been a characteristic
of this Revolution. However, in our opinion, there are questions which are
more urgent, more timely, and of greater interest and importance. Obviously,
tonight I am not going to deal fundamentally with problems of an international
character with reference to our international affairs. At the moment there is
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very little to say, and all of you, for example, know perfectly well the deci-
sion of our Central Committee not to send a delegation to the meeting of the
Communist Parties that was held in Budapest. And for the moment this is
also not a fundamental question. That is, the analysis of this matter is not, at
the moment, of primary importance.

There are questions of a national character, questions related to our
present situation and to the development of the Revolution which, in our
opinion, are much more vital. Concretely, we want to refer to the circum-
stances of protest—yes, of protest—of a certain discontent, confusion, and dis-
satisfaction related to the matter of availability of consumer goods and,
fundamentally, to several concrete measures, such as the suspension during
these months of the milk quota for the adult population of Havana. Some per-
sons were apparently dissatisfied with the explanation that appeared in the
press, and if some people were dissatisfied, then possibly the well-intentioned
people who were dissatisfied were right. A brief note explained the basic
reason for the measure. It did not mention all the factors, nor was it an ex-
haustive explanation. At the same time, a certain number of rumors have
been circulating in the capital of the Republic in recent weeks. . . .

Rumors, of course, are an old phenomenon, and even the absurdity of
certain rumors is also old.

But, of course, at the same time—as I was saying—false rumors were
spread to the effect that eggs were going to be rationed, and lines formed at
the markets where they are sold in order to buy eggs, in some cases in ex-
cessive amounts. Rumors were also spread that bread was going to be
rationed. And, side by side with these questions related to food supplies, a
line formed—we have been told—at “The Wedding Palace” because some-
one, or some persons, said that marriages were going to be prohibited until
who knows what age.

That reminded us of that story about the case of extraordinary State
Powers that, complete with copies of the law and all—an apocryphal law, of
course—was circulated (several years ago) by counter-revolutionary ele-
ments. The matter of the State Powers is so ridiculous that, if we were to
ask Comrade Llanusa to give us an idea of the efforts made by the Ministry
of Education to make room for all those who request scholarships, for all
those who request school dining rooms and day nurseries, we would get
some idea of the real material impossibility of some of those absurd ideas.
And, as far as we can see, it would appear that humanity has obeyed that
old commandment, said to be divine, to go forth and multiply. And really
we don’t know by what means or ways people here could be kept apart by
passing a law—it would be ridiculous. But, of course, it may be that some
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the people’s best formation. Of course that is not all. Real difficulties do
exist. We revolutionaries must never deny the existence of difficulties. To
do that would be equivalent to hiding one’s head in the sand. Moreover,
revolutionaries must never shirk their responsibilities.

If it were said that all of us, or the vast majority of us, were utter
ignoramuses at the time of the triumph of the Revolution, it would be the
simple truth. It would also be true to say that a good many of us were
conscious of our own ignorance. We always think back to the 8th of January
when we expressed a feeling we had experienced before—that is, when we
had arrived in the capital we had the same feeling we had experienced on
December 2, at the time of the “Granma” landing. Perhaps it was not
exactly the same sensation but rather the realization we later had that day
that there was still a great deal to be learned in the sphere of guerrilla
fighting, in the sphere of warfare. And, having had that experience once,
the second time it did not take us by surprise. So we realized that we were
faced by a similar situation and that there would be a great deal for us to
learn in the coming years.

We believe that an awareness of those truths, each revolutionary’s
awareness of his own limitations and ignorance, is invaluable; a man who is
not aware of his own ignorance will never learn, never make any progress.

We have also known cases of revolutionaries who not only were ig-
noramuses but also thought themselves the possessors of great knowledge.
And not only did they think they knew a great deal, but they also managed,
on occasion, to make some of us believe they knew something.

Now we can say that all of us have learned something in the course
of this process, though once again we must say that we still have much to
learn. No revolutionary should ever be ashamed to recognize his limita-
tions, inasmuch as the life of every revolutionary should be a continuous
learning process. And I say this because we maintain that no revolutionary
should ever shirk any responsibility, no revolutionary should ever try to
conceal difficulties; a revolutionary should never hold back from facing any
responsibility or any difficulty.

I said that those difficulties do exist. And how much of the responsi-
bility must we bear? This can only be ascertained in the long run. What
matters is our conviction; what matters is the conviction of each of us that,
at every moment and under every circumstance, we have done the maxi-
mum possible, we have tried to do our very best.

How much could greater experience on the part of all revolutionary
leaders have contributed? No one can say. But one thing is certain; the real
and objective circumstances in which a people in our position must face the
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future are objective difficulties, real difficulties, and difficult to overcome.
In other words, objectively speaking, even if we had had today’s experience
nine years ago—if we exclude matters of detail, if we exclude our having
believed in some lies—without doubt we would have done just as we did.

This Revolution has passed through various periods, through various
circumstances, has experienced special moments; and we could say that,
regarding each decisive matter, regarding each fundamental decision, if we
had to go through such circumstances again, even with today’s experience,
I believe that our decisions would stand unchanged.

And at certain moments perhaps the Revolution did not curb in time
the creation of certain tendencies among the masses. One of those tenden-
cies led to something of an attitude of complacency: the idea that we were
defended, the idea we would never have a problem. Because when, on one
or two occasions, the famous intercontinental missiles were mentioned,
everyone here began to speak of intercontinental missiles the next day, and
to count on them as if he had them in his pocket. At meetings in farm dis-
tricts or anywhere else, everywhere, speakers referred to the famous mis-
siles. And I recall that this theoretical use and abuse of the alleged missiles
always caused us a certain amount of concern. In my opinion, this “we are
defended; let’s cross our arms” attitude led to a certain sit-back-and-take-
it-easy mentality when the only correct, the only intelligent, the only truly
revolutionary attitude was always to depend on ourselves, always to rely
on our own strength and never cease to do everything possible, in case one
day we should find ourselves faced with the need to confront a direct ag-
gression by the imperialist enemies; to rely first on ourselves and only on
ourselves, and always be ready to place a high price on our lives without
waiting for anyone to come and defend us.

A Certain Attitude of Complacency was
Created in the Economic Field

A certain attitude of complacency was created in the economic field
also, in the use and abuse of the idea that, in the event of any problem, help
would be immediately forthcoming to solve it. This created an attitude of
complacency in the sense that it could lead the people to forget that we our-
selves would always have to ‘make the fundamental effort, the decisive
effort, to act decisively—that our first duty as a country with an under-
developed economy was to exert ourselves to the maximum, to spur devel-
opment of that economy to the maximum, and not to view the path of the
Revolution as an easy path, one with all problems solved. It would have



: "Lll.IH
I : P I ey | N

1 -l 1 - uf qu
B - 3 Ti 1 ll__-__. ¥-
| J L . A LU ey
- o e s B
(] | =i PR
i
- ' |
v 1 - 1™
1 ) - -
= 1
.1 L
L s
=i 1" -
» | 1
%4 -all

” f"l'i_\llL '-mit 8- '-'l.l = =
Iall : L4 2 | ol ™
R -'r-l.'— -1 - = el
e g e s p——t wi 8 Now dind

" llAl'l h'”b-l H[ Ly
'ﬂ-"i'l‘@ T 1T |

af ==l Al HEL S U ey
T e L
B oo gl Bt | e -.:u

1 | 1

L)



260 - Fidel Castro Speaks

procurement agency; 217,151,900 in 1963—1I am going to give round figures
—225 million in 1964; 231 million in 1965; 329 million in 1966; 324 mil-
lion in 1967.

Fresh Milk

Year Liters

1962 219,414,000
1963 217,151,900
1964 225,000,000
1965 231,000,000
1966 329,000,000
1967 324,000,000

Apart from the production of fresh milk, the purchase by the state
procurement agency of which increased (production is, naturally, greater
than purchases)—by somewhat more than 100 million liters per year—apart
from that, condensed milk was imported as follows: 4663 tons in 1959;
6683 in 1960; 6719 in 1961; 12,698 in 1962; 16,643 in 1963; 21,637 in
1964; 22,197 in 1965; 16,455 in 1966; and 19,692 in 1967, and the acquisi-
tion of 18,000 tons is planned for 1968.

Condensed Milk Imports

Year Tons
1959 4,663
1960 6,683
1961 6,719
1962 12,698
1963 16,643
1964 21,637
1965 22,197
1966 16,455
1967 19,692
1968 18,000 (Planned)

Irrespective of the importation of condensed milk, we also imported
powdered milk to be processed back into milk—as follows: skim milk, 27
tons in 1959; 1826 in 1960; 1494 in 1961; 5561 in 1962; 10,857 in 1963;
11,346 in 1964; 17,045 in 1965; 16,248 in 1966; and 18,837 in 1967, and
16,405 tons are planned for 1968. The 18,837 tons purchased last year
cost 5,977,000 pesos in foreign exchange—that is, in convertible currency.
An outlay of 5,642,000 pesos is planned for this year.
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Powdered Skim Milk Imports

Year Tons
1959 27
1960 1,826
1961 1,494
1962 5,561
1963 10,867
1964 11,346
1965 17,045
1966 16,248
1967 18,837
1968 16,405 (Planned)

Additional imports of whole powdered milk were also made in countries
with which we trade on a clearing basis, as follows: 232 tons in 1959; 117
in 1960; 3209 in 1961; 405 in 1962; 19 in 1963; 711 in 1964; 3675 in 1965;
1561 in 1966; and 2156 in 1967, while in 1968 we have been able to obtain
2,000 tons.

Powdered Whole Milk Imports

Year Tons
1959 232
1960 117
1961 3,209
1962 405
1963 19
1964 711
1965 3,675
1966 1,561
1967 2,156
1968 2,000

Last year, we obtained 5,547 tons of dehydrated cream—that is, pow-
dered milk—to produce another type of milk, and this year we have obtained
3,000. Imports of milk-containing cereals were 1467 tons in 1967, while
3,000 tons have been obtained this year.

In other words, during the last few years there has been an increase in
milk imports as well as in the national production of fresh milk.

The production of evaporated milk—that is, the part of the fresh milk
which has been made into evaporated milk—was as follows: 317,415 cases
in 1957; 355,000 in 1958; 129,000 in 1959; 214,000 in 1960; 314,000 in
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1961; 360,000 in 1962; 267,000 in 1963; 223,000 in 1964; 640,000 in
1965; 713,000 in 1966; and 715,000 in 1967. That is, it went up from
129,000 in 1959 to 715,000 in 1967.

Evaporated Milk Production

Year Cases

1957 317,415
1958 355,000
1959 129,000
1960 214,000
1961 314,000
1962 360,000
1963 267,000
1964 223,000
1965 640,000
1966 713,000
1967 715,000

And, in the same way, the production of condensed milk increased
from 1,726,880 in 1959 to 2,705,524. This has been more or less the pace
maintained in milk production.

However, in the current year a decrease became noticeable in the out-
put and, therefore, in the procurement of milk. For example, the daily
procurement in three provinces of the interior and in Havana Province was
as follows: the daily amount purchased in Las Villas for the month of January
1967 was 131,000 liters. This year it was 122,000. In Camaguey, 159,700
in January 1967 and 135,400 in 1968; in Oriente, 180,200 in January 1967
and 133,700 in January 1968, while the daily rate went from 190,000 liters
in February 1967 to 138,700 in February 1968. That is, the daily procure-
ment for those two months registered a considerable decrease.

Drop in Production
and Procurement of Fresh Milk

Province Liters daily
January January
1967 1968
Las Villas 131,000 122,000
Camaguey 159,700 135,400
Oriente 180,200 133,700

Havana 184,000 173,800



i IH* 1

1" ' -
'|'IJ'—' _l"

1 v ||I|'lq
o B l.ul':ﬁ
w M = L'n.uwlqlL-
s el
T b t [
,'_,J".

wimptl 5 wiom 1 el S N SR

0 e ‘__1 i o 5y i
e (DRTRR IR BN BB BN |
il B

sl e s [

Fis ey e wll
nl'I Y R I | “ wmin ol 5
a_ L o -

Illl Il J'l

I -
|_|""|__||_‘- Igegumn w

e wpligamge meel EEE -llcﬂ
Sy il [ o (e iy —

»Y



264 - Fidel Castro Speaks

It has been necessary for the first time to send powdered milk for re-
constitution to provinces such as Camaguey and Oriente, which never before
received powdered milk. Otherwise the levels of consumption in those prov-
inces would have been notably lowered.

What, in general, is the national consumption of milk? It is not exactly
the same in all provinces. Some regions have a more established dairy tradi-
tion and higher milk production, and consumption itself has traditionally
been higher in some regions than in others. But what, in general, is the level
of consumption in various parts of the country? For the year 1967, in
Guane, Pinar del Rio, for children under 6 years old, one liter daily—in all
cases, the children in the age groups referred to received one liter daily. In
Artemisa, under 6 years old; Guanajay, under 6; Costa Norte, under 6;
San Cristobal, under 6 and 7 to 13. Children in these age groups, and also
people over 65, received one liter of milk daily in 1967.

In metropolitan Havana, under 7, one liter, and, in addition, each
family unit composed of five persons over 7 years of age received one liter
daily. This distribution of one liter daily for every family unit of five persons
over the age of 7 did not exist in practically any other part of the country.

In Matanzas the distribution was one liter for each child under 7 years
old; in Jovellanos, under 7; in Colon, under 7; in Cardenas, under 7; in
Jaguey, under 7; and in Union de Reyes, under 7.

In Las Villas Province the figures vary. In Santa Clara, from January
to May, one liter, under 4; from May to December, one liter, under 6, and
half a liter, 7 to 13. May to December is, of course, the rainy season. In
Cienfuegos, from January to May, one liter, under 4; from May to Decem-
ber, under 6, and half a liter, 7 to 13. Thus in various provincial cities larger
amounts of milk were distributed in the rainy season than in the dry season.

In Camaguey the distribution was similar, although almost all children
from 7 to 13 received half a liter. This year those under 6 have this quantity.
In Oriente the distribution was quite different; one liter in Santiago de Cuba,
under 3; in Bayamo, under 7; in Guantanamo, under 4; in Palmo Soriano,
under 4; in Manzanillo, under 5; in Holguin, under 2; in Mayari, under 2;
in Banes, under 2; in Baracoa, under 2; and in Victoria de las Tunas, under
6. And this year, in almost all regions, children under 2 received one liter.

Last Year’s Rainfall Picture

In order not to cut the milk that the adult population of Havana was
receiving, it would have been necessary to take it from infants under two
years of age in many parts of the province of Oriente. Now for other fac-
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tors. We have indicated the problems of the drop in national production and
some drops in imports. Now what was last year’s rainfall picture compared
with that of the year before? There is one province, Pinar del Rio, where

Milk Consumption by Age and Region (1967)

Ages Liters Months
Daily
Guane under 6 1
Pinar del Rio under 6 1
Artemisa under 6 1
Guanajay under 6 1
Costa Norte under 6 1
San Cristobal under 6 1
7-13 1
over 65 1
Metropolitan Havana under 7 1
family unit of 5
persons over 7 yrs.
of age 1
Family group of 5 over 7 years old
Matanzas under 7 1
Jovellanos under 7 1
Colon under 7 1
Cardenas under 7 1
Jaguey Grande under 7 1
Union de Reyes under 7 1
Santa Clara under 4 1 Jan.-May
under 6 1 May-Dec.
7-13 %) May-Dec.
Cienfuegos under 4 1 Jan.-May
under 6 1 May-Dec.
7-13 1) May-—Dec.
Santiago de Cuba under 3 1
Bayamo under 7 1
Guantanamo under 4 1
Palma Soriano under 4 1
Manzanillo under 5 1
Holguin under 2 1
Mayari under 2 1
Banes under 2 1
Baracoa under 2 1
Victoria de las
Tunas under 6 1
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October it rained 582 millimeters. In other words, in the decisive months
of spring and autumn, precipitation was the lowest recorded in the prov-
ince. It was really a dry year. We cannot blame the weather, just as we
cannot exonerate the weather. We are merely commenting on reality.

I have read you the statistics on rain. Now we can add some other very
interesting data: the prices for sugar in the arcas of convertible foreign
exchange, in the last few years.

In 1963, the price reached an average of 8.48 cents a pound. In 1964,
the average price was 5.86 cents a pound. In 1965, 2.12 cents. In 1966,
1.86. And in 1967, 1.99. In 1968 it is still below 2 cents a pound. And it is
well known that we must use convertible currency to purchase a part of the
raw materials and essential products that we cannot acquire in the countries
with which we trade on a clearing basis. And sugar prices are the lowest
they have been in the last 30 years. If we look at the prices between 1952
and 1965 we see they were 4.28, 3.52, 3.37, 3.35, 3.58, 5.27, 3.71, 3.08,
3.25, 2.91, 2.96, 8.48 and 5.86, then dropping to 2.12, 1.86, and 1.99.

Price of Sugar

Cents per Ib.

1963 8.48
1964 5.86
1965 2.12
1966 1.86
1967 1.99
1952 4.28
1953 3.52
1954 3.37
1955 3.35
1956 3.58
1957 5.27
1958 3.61
1959 3.08
1960 3.25
1961 291
1962 2.96

Possibly few people have an idea of the tremendous effort, the hard
work which has been put forth to keep the nation’s economy on the go—
despite those incredible prices—and not only that: considerable effort at
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development has been made. How many have thought for a moment or
have pondered at all about these prices, about the consequences these
prices would have had in any period of this country’s history? It is not sim-
ply a matter of the reduction or the suspension of the distribution of milk
for adults, but one of assuring each child up to the age of 7 his daily liter
of milk, just as when the price of sugar—with which we obtain foreign ex-
change, with which we have imported considerable amounts of milk for
reconstitution—was 8.48 cents a pound; as was done in 1965, as was done
throughout 1966, and as was done in 1967, and we will maintain that liter
of milk in 1968. How many, how many have asked themselves this ques-
tion? How many have analyzed it, how many have pondered over it?

Our Population Has Been Growing
at a Considerable Rate

Of course, our population has been growing at a considerable rate; and,
naturally, this country does not have food backlogs; it has been living from
hand to mouth. Moreover, this country has had to make, year by year, im-
portant purchases of equipment and machinery for its development, and
each year it has to faithfully meet those obligations. This country has been
confronting that task with sugar prices that have stayed below two cents a
pound in areas where we have to obtain an important part of our resources
to pay for our imports.

Under such circumstances, one year of a bad drought such as this is
enough.

And if many have not had the opportunity during the year, perhaps,
to think about this even once, those at the head of the economic organiza-
tions and those who head the Government have, day after day, hour after
hour, been concerned about these questions and have been trying to find
solutions to these problems.

In the past year enormous efforts have gone into the fertilization of
sugar cane, from which we expect considerable returns. The country has
also been making a considerable effort in the field of livestock develop-
ment; those who are connected with that work, those who keep up to date
on it, and those who occasionally hear a speech or read a newspaper and
are- interested in such things must know—and know perfectly well—all that
has been done in that sector. And it can be said nowhere have there been
more intense, serious, and promising efforts in that sector than the efforts
being made in Cuba. Suffice it to say that since the triumph of the Revolu-
tion more than 10,000 purebred stud bulls have been imported; suffice it to
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say that, whereas at the triumph of the Revolution there was not one artifi-
cial insemination expert in this country, now we have more than 3000.

The latifundistas did not leave us thousands of stud bulls, or thousands
of technicians who knew anything about artificial insemination; the cattle
they left were typical of an extensive type of cattle raising. The immense
majority were zebu, which is not generally a milk producer, and when it
does give milk it gives only a miserable liter, or liter and a half. And thou-
sands, tens of thousands of men have been struggling during these years
with these foul-tempered, angry animals; and the increases in milk produc-
tion have been derived principally from zebu cows. For cows don’t reproduce
in 24 hours, nor do calves mature in another 24 hours, or begin to produce
in another 24.

And at this time our country has hundreds of thousands of calves and
heifers that are the product of crossing the zebu cows with the dairy-type
bulls, but we must wait, we must wait until they can begin to produce. And
that process, to a certain extent, can be accelerated, as we have been doing
till now, having these heifers inseminated at the earliest possible age.

Of course, time has passed since this work began, since we discovered
what artificial insemination was and the need for artificial insemination,
since we trained the first artificial insemination expert in this country. We
later trained dozens more and began inseminating the first cows. We sent
some veterinarians abroad, to Europe, to learn modern techniques. We set
up laboratories and built artificial insemination centers and one by one im-
ported more than 10,000 stud bulls. That has not been done in any other
country the size of ours, or even in larger countries with many more re-
sources; it’s more than improbable that any of them have matched us. And
I am sure in these years all the countries of Latin America together have not
imported even half the number of stud bulls that Cuba has imported in
these years.

But between the time that the country makes an investment of 100,000
dollars to acquire one of the best specimens we have ever had to begin the
upgrading of our livestock of the future, and the time when the first offspring
of that bull begins to produce milk in the best of cases, at least 50 months
go by. And not 50 months, if we refer to the results that should come from
the use of the offspring of that bull. When a stud is acquired for that high
price, it is with the idea of using thousands of its offspring to upgrade the
nation’s livestock; but, in any case, the time that it takes is considerable.

Such a process cannot be hastened. It is a natural process that inevita-
bly involves a waiting period, for the latifundistas did not make plans for us.
The exploiters of this nation, the imperialists and their allies, were not con-
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cerned with creating conditions for this people to one day have a liter of
milk, or more than a liter of milk, available not only for each child but for
every person in the nation.

The Vietnamese are Giving Something More
for Us and for the World

Some elements, undoubtedly counter-revolutionary . . . for such cir-
cumstances, such difficulties are seized upon by the enemy with an organized,
directed campaign—directed from abroad. And among some of the sad ab-
surdities going around was the rumor that we were sending milk to Viet Nam.
The Vietnamese have never asked us for milk, but, if the Vietnamese should
ask for milk, our fitting response, our most basic duty, would be to send it to
them! A part or half or, if necessary, all of it. Because the Vietnamese are
giving something more for us and are giving something more for the world!
(PROLONGED APPLAUSE) They are offering and shedding their blood for us,
and they are shedding it for all the peoples of the world!

It seems to me that only the basest persons, who want to destroy that
beautiful sentiment of solidarity developed by our people, that internation-
alist conscience, would be interested in spreading such malicious rumors, in
the interest of the imperialists, of those who are causing the bloodshed of a
nation by the ton. And there the case is not of 7- to 15-year-olds without
milk or of adults without milk, but of children destroyed by bombs, children
burned alive with napalm.

While we are working, while we here, with difficulties of varying de-
grees, confront problems of development, the civilian population and the
combanants in North and South Viet Nam, those heroic people, see their
work of many years destroyed, see tens of thousands of their best sons and
daughters die on the battlefield.

And the day we haven’t sufficient honor, dignity and self-respect to
react and fight, confront and crush the scoundrels who sow such discord,
that day there won’t be any point in calling ourselves revolutionaries! (aPp-
PLAUSE)

Who would call himself a revolutionary, and what would the word
“revolutionary” mean, if the concept of being a revolutionary could be
whittled down so miserably?

And such elements exist. Propaganda, intended to weaken us, is made
and directed by the imperialist enemy. Because the efforts like those our
country is today making, tremendous efforts to secure today’s bread and
above all tomorrow’s bread, have been made by no one else, unless we con-
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How have production and purchases of eggs by state procurement
agencies increased? In 1962, 174 million; 1963, 190 million; 1964, 297
million; 1965, 911 million; 1966, 1011 million; 1967, 1173 million; 1968,
approximately 1200 million. Without doubt, there are more laying hens now
than ever before. It is also true that the weather is not the most propitious
now. This year there were late cold snaps; as you know, the weather has
been strange this year. But production will at least equal that of last year.
And, of course, if the laying hens don’t go on strike. . . . (LAUGHTER)
We’re pretty sure if they won’t object to fulfilling the plans. And if a hen
says, “I’'m not going to lay this egg, because I know a counter-revolutionary
is going to eat it,” this hen may be quite right. (LAUGHTER) Because there
are many of those waiting for “their time” who eat more eggs than anyone
else while they’re waiting for their flight out of Cuba.

Production and Procurement of Eggs

Year Units

1962 174,000,000

1963 190,000,000

1964 297,000,000

1965 911,000,000

1966 1,011,000,000

1967 1,173,000,000

1968 1,200,000,000 (Estimated)

Naturally, no one can know to what level consumption will climb here.
Our plan was for 60 million eggs a month and now production is 100 mil-
lion, and still these problems crop up. Reserves are accumulated during one
period of the year, for the hens also have their “season,” laying more in
some periods than in others.

And this year, without doubt, the weather conditions were adverse.
The rains were late in the west, considerably affecting the production of
ground provisions in Oriente, Camaguey, and Las Villas. Crops were affected
during the spring and autumn, practically the whole year. Milk and even
bean production were affected. . . .

This year’s situation is not at all bountiful, but we will have more or
less the same amount of cooking fat as last year; this is also true of rice.
Not during this year, but by the end of the year, we will begin to reap the
fruits of the effort that is being made—a considerable effort—in upping rice
production. Beef production will be more or less the same; we will have
10,000 tons of beans less this year—that means 82,400 instead of 93,100—
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A perennial crop, such as sugar cane, can be reduced 30 or 40 percent
by drought. An annual crop will be killed off. You can plant something
like corn or beans, and you’ll lose the crop. You can plant eddoes ! out of
season—in June—and they won’t produce; if you don’t plant them in March,
or April at the latest, you don’t get an eddoe crop; and if you plant them and
it doesn’t rain, the eddoes won’t grow either.

The areas of irrigated land in Cuba were insignificant in number. Un-
realistic optimists and the “coffee klatch geniuses” think that conmstructing
dams is like flying kites. But to construct a dam. . . ! Ask Faustino Perez,
Minister of the Hydraulic Institute; ask those who have worked in the Hy-
draulic Institute how many things are needed for a medium-sized dam.

From establishing the place where the reservoir will be, to making the
necessary geological studies, studying the soil, drawing up the blueprints.
. . . If it were not for the work of several years, for the intensive work and
studies, we would not at this moment be able to work on these water con-
servation projects with such momentum, and the equipment projects with
such momentum, and the equipment would now be standing idle. However,
this year, earth-moving equipment, meaning the capacity to move an addi-
tional 60 million cubic meters of earth a year, is being put to work on these
projects. An intense, accelerated and large-scale program is now being
pushed ahead with the maximum use of available resources.

A Sugar Harvest of 10 Million Tons—
More than an Economic Goal

And what do we propose? We propose, in the first place, to make sure
of the sugar cane crop. The question of a sugar harvest of 10 million tons
has become something more than an economic goal; it is something that
has been converted into a point of honor for this Revolution; it has become
a yardstick by which to judge the capability of the Revolution. Our enemies
have bet that we won’t reach it; the microfractionists took glee in and pre-
dicted the failure of the Revolution—that is, the failure of the revolutionary
line within the Revolution—with the idea that we would not reach the 10-
million-ton mark, and would then have to draw in our horns, be more
calm, more docile, more submissive—in short, cease being revolutionaries.
And of course revolutionaries will cease to be, before ceasing to be revolu-
tionaries! (APPLAUSE)

In other words, we understand how the 10-million-ton goal has be-

1 Tropical plant with an edible root similar to the taro of Polynesia.
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The figures on the area of land that is going to be worked for the first
time this year are unparalleled in the history of this country and in the his-
tory of the Revolution itself. It will take a little time, but everything does,
and we must know how to wait.

At a time when many of us only carried the idea of revolution in our
heads, we were locked up, isolated in prison cells, but it never occurred to
us to think that it was impossible to bring the Revolution about. Some have
had more experience than others with adversity and difficulty. Those who
have not learned from such experience, logically, become disheartened;
others have learned—and it is of primary importance that our people and
all revolutionaries learn—that nothing can subdue or deter the will of a
people.

We have spoken about those factors which originally gave rise to the
analysis of these problems. There’s still some material left, but don’t be
alarmed. . . .

Recently, while going through some papers, someone found a study—
on the matters we are talking about—made by none other than the Catholic
University Association in 1956. T believe that Bohemia magazine is plan-
ning to do an article based on this material. If you have a little patience,
I’'m going to read you some of the things—some of you will not remember
them, because you are too young, but perhaps others will recall the things
referred to. There is a survey that states: “The inquiry had three principal
aims: to make, for the first time in Cuba, a detailed, accurate, statistical
study of the living conditions of agricultural workers, which may serve as a
firm base for analyzing economic and social problems and finding solutions
to them; to give our members in the cities an opportunity to become aware
of the reality of our countryside and learn its difficulties. And, last but not
least, to be able to affirm, with certain knowledge and proof ready at hand,
that the Cuban peasants find themselves in the no-man’s-land between aban-
don and helplessness, thanks to national egoism, and that our nation cannot
aspire to true progress as long as it does not give proper attention to our
countryside.

“The city of Havana is enjoying an epoch of extraordinary prosperity,
while the countryside, and especially the agricultural workers, must live
under almost unbelievable conditions of stagnation, misery, and hopelessness.

“At the end of our meetings held during the last few months, Dr. José
Ignacio Lasaga made a statement that we shall never forget: ‘In all my
trips through Europe, America, and Africa, I have seldom encountered
peasants who lived under more miserable conditions than the Cuban agri-
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cultural worker.”” The report states that 350 thousand agricultural workers,
with 2.1 million dependents, had a total annual income of 190 million
pesos. “That is, in spite of constituting 34 percent of the population, they
have only 10 percent of the national income.”

The survey states that everyone should feel a sense of guilt about all
this, etc.; that Cuba is still young as a Republic; that as “a small nation, it
is subject to the economic orientations of the great powers.” Read “imperi-
alism”—very delicately put so as not to antagonize the Yankees. “Our be-
loved homeland continues to suffer greatly from the evils of absentee
landlordism, under which wealth is produced in the countryside but enjoyed
in Havana.

“The Cuban agricultural worker, betrayed by the government and
forgotten by the leaders of all the national sectors, remains amazingly
honest, moral, and human, hoping in sadness but with dignity that those
who are better prepared and more endowed will come to open the way for
him and teach him how to go forward toward development and progress. God
willing, this study of the economic situation of the Cuban agricultural worker
will serve as a light to show the present injustices, as information for a
careful analysis of their causes, and as a basis for their just, and prompt
rectification.”

It seems that God was willing!

They state that they made a well-organized, methodical investigation
of the peasant’s diet and how he lived. Of course, I'm not going to read
the whole thing, but . . . Just a minute, while I look for . . . “Only 4
percent of those interviewed mentioned meat as a regular part of their diet.
Fish is reported by less than 1 percent; 2.12 percent of the agricultural
workers eat eggs, and only 11.22 percent drink milk. Bread, the universal
food par excellence, symbol of human food, is only consumed by 3.36 per-
cent of our agricultural working population.”

Here you have the levels of consumption of two and a half million
people, those who planted, cut, cleaned, and sustained our sugar cane.

“The index of tubercular infection.” With reference to the index of
tubercular infection: ‘“Presumably, 14 percent of the peasants interviewed
are suffering or have suffered from tuberculosis.” Thirteen percent had suf-
fered from typhoid fever. Thirty-six percent had parasites—or, rather, 36
percent were aware that they had parasites.

They continue with an explanation of the problem of medical atten-
tion.

The most glaring fact is the following: 80.76 percent declared that
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underdevelopment consist of? What is the significance of the underdevel-
oped world? How can this be explained clearly and precisely?

The world is divided into developed countries and countries termed
“underdeveloped.” The euphemism of calling them “developing” countries
is also used; in the argot of international organizations they are called
developing countries. And we would like to call attention to some data that
may help our masses to situate the problem of Cuba within the context
of the present world situation. . . .

Many of the developed countries embarked on their development more
than 100 years ago. They developed slowly and, in many cases, with the
aid of the resources of their colonies, which were plundered mercilessly, and
with resources amassed from the sweat of their masses, who were exploited
to an incredible degree. Written testimony exists; there are the chapters
written by Marx and Engels concerning the plight of the working class in
England; workers who labored 15 or 16 hours a day, children under 10
years of age who worked full time under the worst material conditions. In
other words, the resources which enabled those countries to accumulate in-
vestment capital and on which they based their development were extracted
from the workers.

Industry was mainly developed in Europe, the United States, and
Canada, in such a way that nowadays these countries of developed econo-
mies have an extraordinary head start in relation to the underdeveloped
world, which they exploited yesterday and which they exploit today in
many ways, either directly, via new institutions, or indirectly.

But let’s take a look at the figures on the gross product of the developed
countries, what their production was in 1960 and what it is expected to be
in 1975. The United States, with a population of 180 million inhabitants,
had a gross national product of 446,100 million dollars—we’ll say pesos.
This was the gross national product of the U. S. economy in 1960, and it
should reach $865,400 million for a population of 235 million in 1975,
Western Europe had a gross product of $394,659 million in 1960 for a
population of 353 million; it is estimated that this figure will reach $750,748
million in 1974 for a population of 402 million inhabitants. Japan, in 1960,
had a gross national product of $55,604 million for a population of 93 mil-
lion inhabitants, and it is estimated that this figure will rise to $138,350
million for a population of 106 million inhabitants in 1975. Canada had a
gross national product of $31,530 million for a population of 17 million; it
is estimated that this figure will rise to $63,527 million for a population of
23 million in 1975.
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Gross National Products of Developed Countries

US.A.

Western European
countries
Japan

Canada

1960

(in pesos and
inhabitants)
446,100 million
(180 million in-
habitants
394,659 million
(353 million)
55,604 million
(93 million)
31,530 million
(17 million)

1975

(in pesos and
(inhabitants)
865,400 million
(235 million in-
habitants
750,748 million
(402 million)
138,350 million
(106 million)
63,527 million
(23 million)

These are the major developed capitalist countries of the world. We
should also include the Republic of South Africa and Australia.

So that all these countries—the United States, the Western European
countries, Japan and Canada—had a total gross national product of 927,893
million pesos in 1960. It is estimated that this figure will rise to 1,818,025
million pesos in 1975. That is almost 2 billion—the Spanish billion, at least
in my time, was a million millions; I believe the U. S. billion is a thousand
millions; here I'm talking about Spanish billions.

So. What was Latin America’s gross product in 1960? It was 61,750
million pesos for a population of 204 million inhabitants. That is, $61,750
million in all of Latin America as opposed to $446,100 million in the United
States. According to optimistic estimates, which, it appears, will not be
borne out, in 1975 Latin America will have a gross product of $117,800
million for a population of 299 million inhabitants.

Africa: a gross product in 1960 of $21,720 million for a population
of 240 million. For 1975, an estimated gross product of $40,500 million
for a population of 338 million.

The Middle East: a gross product in 1960 of $7300 million for a pop-
ulation of 51 million inhabitants. For 1975, an estimated gross product of
$13,700 million for 76 million inhabitants.

Asia, excluding China, a gross product in 1960 of $68,750 million for
a population of 797 million. For 1975, an estimated gross product of
$129,300 million for a population of 1140 million.

In 1960 all of the countries of the underdeveloped world together
produced a total of $159,520 million for a population of 1294 million. That
is, all the underdeveloped world together produced a third of what the
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Gross Product of the Third World

1960 1975

Latin America 61,750 million 17,800 million
(204 million) (299 million)

Africa 21,720 million 40,500 million
(240 million) (388 million)

The Middle East 7,300 million 13,700 million
(51 million) (76 million)

Asia (excluding 68,750 million 129,300 million

China) (795 million) (1,140 million)

United States produced and less than half of what Western Europe pro-
duced. And it is estimated that this will reach $301,000 million in 1975.
That is, in 1975 the entire underdeveloped world’s gross product will be
very much lower than the U.S. gross product for 1960.

The entire underdeveloped world, now with 1294 million inhabitants,
will reach 1853 million by 1975. So that today the developed world pro-
duces, or rather produced in 1960, twelve times as much per capita as the
underdeveloped world, and in 1975 this per capita production will be four-
teen times as great.

While the developed world will increase its production by almost a
billion, its population will only increase by some 122 million. That is, 122
million new inhabitants, but $890 thousand million increase in production.
Meanwhile, the underdeveloped countries’ population will increase by some
559 million, but their total production will increase by only $142 thousand
million.

So that from 1960 to 1975, in developed countries, production will
increase by $7300 a year for every additional inhabitant, while in the un-
derdeveloped world the increase for each new inhabitant will be just $250
a year. That is, for each new birth in developed countries production will
increase 29 times as much as it will increase for each new birth in the
underdeveloped world.

Translated into available income, this means the following: the per
capita available income in the U.S.A. in 1960 was $1762; in 1975 it will
be $2564, an increase of $802.

Canada, 1960, $1296; in 1975, $1981, an increase of $685. France,
1960, $1078; in 1975, $1848, an increase of $760. Britain, 1960, $1087;
in 1975, $1620, an increase of $533. Italy, 1960, $960; in 1975, $1733,
an increase of $773. Japan, 1960, $393; in 1975, $860, an increase of $467.
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Today, When an Underdeveloped Country Needs an Industrial Plant, it must
Import Machines at a High Cost.

That is, the first machines with which the Industrial Revolution began
were constructed within the country. Today, when an underdeveloped coun-
try needs an industrial plant, it must import machines at a high cost because
those machines are necessarily and unavoidably costly, and the equipment
costs the country 60 times more than it used to cost per worker employed.
And not only that: that same technical complexity demands skilled workers
and specialists who must be trained over a long period of time, in costly train-
ing programs.

Naturally, these are not the only problems, not at all. But I am pointing
out some facts that serve as examples to explain the present phenomenon,
the unavoidable difficulties that the countries of the underdeveloped world
face.

There is another question that has to be taken into account, and it is that
many underdeveloped countries have sectors of the population devoted to
many unproductive activities, such as bureaucratic and commercial activities,
so that a very high percentage of the population and the resources are in-
vested in these activities.

This is speaking about the objective problems, the objective difficulties.
Now, then, the subjective ones: the social system, political regime, feudal
exploitation of the land, strong-arm oligarchial governments imposed by im-
perialism or neocolonialism, control of the economy by imperialist monopolies,
sacking of natural resources, even sacking of technical resources. And one of
the most serious problems is illiteracy. In 1950, 90 percent of the countries of
the underdeveloped world had an illiteracy rate of over 50 percent, more
than 50 percent.

Of course an understanding of these things can make us more clearly
aware of the monstrous crimes the imperialists are committing the world
over, the monstrous crime implicit in imperialism’s policy of repression of the
revolutionary movement, a policy which unleashes aggression and war and
manufactures all kinds of puppet regimes. For what purpose? So as to keep
the world in this situation. And why? To satisfy the interests of the financial
oligarchies in those countries.

Because, once a country has become industrialized, its standard of living
largely depends, or will depend, on the productivity of the labor force and the
type of equipment used in industry, which will permit it to achieve a high per
capita production. And, of course, even if all privileges and the exploitation
of man have not been eliminated, the standard of living of a worker in a de-
veloped capitalist country is different from that of a farmer or worker in an
underdeveloped capitalist country.
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will need to be increased, milk production, food production, the production
of everything, for a population whose youth sector is increasing.

Estimated Population for 1970

Total 8,349,000
Under 5 1,214,000
From 5 to 9 1,125,000
From 10 to 14 916,000
Under 15 3,255,000

With an annual rate of population growth of 2.3 percent and with almost
40 percent of the population made up of persons under 15 years of age, the
effort that our people must make is considerable. Just to offset the population
increase alone, no less than 12 percent of the available gross national product
must be invested to compensate for such growth. And to assure a one percent
rate of production growth, and double our income in 80 years, we must use no
less than 16 percent of the gross national product. And to develop the economy
at a rate of no less than five percent of the gross per capita product annually,
30 percent of the available gross national product must be invested. And this
effort must be primarily made by half the population, excluding children and
persons over 60.

We Have Many more Possibilities in Agriculture, because This is a Natural
Resource that is Available to Us.

Naturally these are only some of the indexes. What is the picture in gen-
eral in world terms with regard to the investments that must be made? This
does not mean that it all occurs in an absolutely exact mathematical way.
Everything depends on what fields are selected for investment. We have many
more possibilities in agriculture, because this is a natural resource that is avail-
able to us; it’s a matter of climate. Moreover, the same level of technology is
not required for the development of agriculture as is needed for a steel indus-
try, for example, nor does it require the same level of investment. Clearly,
some fields require greater or lesser investments than others. But I merely
wish to give you an idea, and this is the only way to explain how a country
develops, what obstacles are involved, the significance of population growth
and its influence on development—an idea of the size of investments that
must be made. Investing in development necessarily implies not consuming
everything we might consume. A good example for us: our foreign exchange.
If we spend it all on consumer goods and nothing on a single machine, irriga-
tion equipment, or machinery to build drainage systems or water conservation
projects, the sure result is all too clear. We would eat today, but it is certain
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that we wouldn’t be able to eat next year, and as time went on, there would
be less and less food. Steadily less! With a growing population and greater and
greater dependency on climatic factors, on imponderables of every kind. The
picture is clear.

So, then: how have our investments increased during these years? In
1962 State investments were $607.6 million; in 1963, $716.8 million; in
1964, $794.9 million; in 1965, $827.1 million; in 1966, $909.8 millions; in
1967, $979 million; and in 1968 State investments are expected to reach
1240 million pesos. In 1967, including State capital investments and other
accumulations, such as the increase in our reserve of cattle—cattle spared
from slaughter so as to build up our herds—the increase in our cattle popula-
tion, and the increase in inventories, the nation was able to devote 27.1 per-
cent of the available gross national product to investments. This is including
national resources and those capable of being obtained abroad, as well.

In other words, with foreign credit we can buy bulldozers or powdered
milk, one or the other. “Credit” means that payments must be made later on.
And those who have had occasion to stroll along Havana’s Malecon Drive
know how much equipment is coming into this country. Moreover, this is not
the most important factor. What is the work yield of equipment arriving in
Cuba today that is put to use by organized brigades, with military discipline
and optimum maintenance? It is incomparably greater than at any other
time.

State Investments (in millions of pesos)

Year Amount

1962 607.6

1963 716.8

1964 794.9

1965 827.1

1966 909.8

1967 979.0

1968 1240.0 (Estimated)

In 1968 we will be able to invest approximately 31 percent of the
available gross national product. We believe that no other underdeveloped
country today is making anything even remotely—not even remotely!—like
this kind of effort. It doesn’t matter that we cannot yet see the results, because
the investments being made in Nuevitas (Camaguey), for example, are for
long-term construction projects. Finally, this year, the first of the cement fac-
tories will begin operating, the Siguanea cement plant. Construction work on
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Education
Students
Primary school total 1,391,478
Secondary school (high
school) total 177,087
Junior high 160,308

Pre-university (senior high) 16,779
Technical and professional

training 45,612
Primary schoolteachers’

training 18,121
Universities 34,532
Adult education 405,612
Others 7,092
Workers’ technological

institutes 46,595

Agricultural and stockraising

schools for young people 28,832
Construction workshop schools 10,663
Military Technological Institute 1,626

Ministry of Public Health 6,060
School of Higher Physical

Education and Sports 2,462
Day nurseries 33,662

popular teachers (volunteer, temporary teachers), the number is not suffi-
cient.

There is still a certain failure to send children to school. For example,
of the school age group between 6 and 12, there are still between 50,000 and
100,000 children who do not attend school, which represents the beginning of
a national mortgage for the future: from 50,000 to 100,000 children who are
not in school.

The number of students at the intermediate level today totals 240,820.
This total by now is quite impressive. And it will reach 260,000 in 1970 and
some 530,000 in 1974 or 1975.

This does not include the programs of guided studies or workers’ insti-
tutes, since, in the measure that our higher schools of education begin to re-
ceive their students directly from the primary schools and the national
education system, these programs will become less and less important.

This is the situation in education, in which an enormous effort has been
made, and yet the effort is still not great enough. The Ministry of Education is
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shortly going to offer more than 40,000 additional scholarships in various
fields, and efforts arc being made to guide young people into fields in which
they are most needed. They are needed in a number of specializations and
in an increasingly greater number of fields of study. And the problem of teach-
ers is especially important.

In order to satisfy all these needs, television will have to be used. The
increasing number of intermediate-level and pre-university students cannot be
taught unless a technical aid such as television is utilized. Because, in any
event, we are not going to have enough teachers, and it will be impossible to
train enough teachers for this great mass of students, which is growing at such
a rapid pace.

Ours Will Be one of the First Countries to Introduce Television as a Major In-
strument of Education.

We are making the first experiments in television and we believe that
ours will be one of the first countries to introduce television as a major in-
strument of education. We have two powerful broadcasting stations, and yet
education has been relegated to a channel that barely covers the country.

Any future investment in television must be made in educational televi-
sion, and in the future we must establish technological institutes and real
universities, since the future will demand, as a vital need for the solution of
contemporary world problems, uninterrupted, practically lifelong, study. And
any country that does not take heed to this will stagnate, will be left behind
the rest of the world. We must employ television to the greatest degree as an
instrument of education and to back up our enormous educational movement,
taking into account our dire shortage of teachers.

We were saying that our people are making a tremendous effort. Never-
theless, we do not believe that this is the generation that has had to make the
greatest effort. Other generations of Cubans, such as the generation whose
heroic, historical effort we commemorate this year with the first centennial
of the beginning of this country’s struggle for independence. . . .

Perhaps we still do not fully and clearly understand how much we owe to
that generation, which pointed out the way of struggle and took up arms at a
time when there were also those who sought autonomy, reform, and even an-
nexation. It seems that even at that time, discussions were being held as to
ways and means, and there were blatherskites of every type who avoided fac-
ing the challenge of history. And that generation fought for 10 years and for
30 years and never even got to witness the independence of its country.

And the generation of the first years of the Republic, a generation that
saw its country’s status as a nation humiliated by the Platt Amendment,
which gave Yankee forces the constitutional right to intervene—even though
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those forces have little need of constitutional clauses to perpetrate their
crimes. Not even those generations got to see many of the things which our
people now enjoy.

We have spoken of economic development, and our country has, in the
past few years, made considerable social progress; illiteracy has been virtu-
ally ecradicated; every young person has the opportunity to study; every
young person, every citizen, in fact, has the opportunity to work; there are
social opportunities, opportunities to participate in sports, opportunities for
decent housing, opportunities to enjoy good health. An endless number of
opportunities exist which the generations of Cubans that preceded this one
did not know or never had the chance to enjoy.

This generation is making a great effort and should be ready to make a
still greater effort should circumstances so demand.

But when we speak of this generation of Cubans, to whom are we refer-
ring? To all Cubans without exception? No! That would be false, it would be
untrue. It is a part of the people, though a considerable part, that bears the
main weight in the heroic battle for the country’s development. It is not all the
people.

I was saying we have been too benevolent, even too generous, because
in our society, while hundreds of thousands—even millions—of workers pitch
in wherever they are needed, cutting cane, working in the Green Belt or any-
where clse, all over the country, a considerable number of people do not par-
ticipate in the slightest in this effort. And, in a certain sense, we have been
calling upon the masses to work not only for themselves but also for those
who do not work, for the loafers, for the parasites, for the privileged, and for
a certain kind of exploiter that still remains in our country.

If any reproach can be cast upon this Revolution it certainly will not be
that it has been extremist, but rather that it has not been radical enough. And
we should not lose the opportunity, nor let an hour or a moment go by, to
make this Revolution ever more radical. We must complete the job of making
our people fully revolutionary.

Today there is still a small segment of the population living off the work
of others, living considerably better than the rest, sitting idly by and looking on
while others do the work. Lazy persons, in perfect physical condition, who set
up some kind of vending stand, any kind of small business, in order to make
50 pesos a day, violating the law, violating health regulations, violating every-
thing, while they watch the trucks go by filled with women on their way to
work in Havana’s Green Belt, to pick tomatoes in Guines or somewhere
else. (APPLAUSE)

Many people may ask themselves what kind of a revolution this is, that
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“Results of the investigation, types of sales, Chart No. 1. It can be seen by
the chart that leading sales are in alcoholic beverages. The Comrades doing
this work learned that for more than four months these businesses had not
been supplied alcoholic beverages by the State. The district showing the high-
est percentage is Centro-Habana, with 100 percent.

“Sales and profit: 16 percent have a daily take of up to 50 pesos (10,
25, 30); 43 percent have a daily take from 50 to 99 pesos; and 41 percent
register 100 pesos or more a day—some of them going over the 200-peso
mark. This is in gross sales.

“Profits: 55 percent register a daily profit of up to 25 pesos; 13 percent,
from 25 to 49 pesos; and 32 percent register over 50 pesos—50, 100, 150, and
even 300 pesos. . . .

“Revolutionary attitude, morals, social service, and other entries:

“Revolutionary attitude: 72 percent maintain an attitude contrary to our
revolutionary process.

“Customers: 66 percent of the customers are anti-social elements.

“Public service: none of these establishments provide any worthwhile
service for the population; the percentage is 78—that is, 78 percent provide
no service whatever.

“Other businesses: 28 percent of the bar owners also have other busi-
nesses.

“Source of supply: 66 percent of the bars under investigation were shown
to be making illegal purchase; the source of supply of seven bars was not
specified.

“Summary: results of studies made in privately owned bars:

“Illegal purchases of alcoholic beverages, nonrevolutionary attitude on
the part of both owners and employees, anti-social clientele, bad service to
the public.

“Recommendations: bars must be either taken over by the State or
closed down.” (APPLAUSE) “After being taken over, the bars should not be
continued as such. A study of the zone’s needs must be made. Many of these
establishments are located in buildings that were once living quarters which
can be returned to their original use. Most of the bars have good refrigeration
equipment which can be usefully employed in workers’ dining rooms or other
State establishments.”

The following concerns a general investigation of privately owned busi-
nesses in Havana.

“Results of the Party’s investigations:

“Legality: of the 6452 privately owned businesses studied in metropoli-
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tan Havana, 1819 lack legal authorization to operate. This figure represents
28.2 percent of the businesses.” In other words, almost one third of the busi-
nesses were illegal.

“The districts of Boyeros and Plaza de la Revolucién registered the high-
est percentage of illegality; Boyeros, 41 percent, and Plaza de la Revolucidn,
38 per cent. The lowest percentage is that of Centro-Habana, with 20 percent
of the private businesses lacking licenses.

“The 60 investigations carried out by the Municipal Administration
show a lower percentage of illegality: only 10 percent.

“Sanitary conditions: almost one half of the businesses did not have good
sanitary conditions—that is, they were classified as fair to poor. Of the 6102
businesses investigated, we find 2471 with fair sanitary conditions and 567
with poor sanitary conditions. The businesses investigated in the 10 de Octubre
District showed the most terrible sanitary conditions; 61.9 percent of them
—almost two-thirds—had fair or poor sanitary conditions. One third of the
businesses investigated in Plaza de la Revolucién and Guanabacoa showed
conditions classified as not up to par.

“Departure from the country: another one of the items investigated
deals with those who plan to leave the country; 499 individuals of the 8508
investigated have requested permission to leave the country.

“The highest percentages of requests for permission to leave the coun-
try correspond to the districts of Guanabacoa, Marianao and San José, the
lowest percentage being that of Centro-Habana.

“The data gathered on hot dog stands and similar vending stands showed
that a great number of people who intend to leave the country are engaged in
this type of business, which not only yields high profits but permits them to be
in constant contact with lumpen and other anti-social and counter-revolution-
ary elements.

“Physical condition of owners: approximately two thirds of the total
number of owners of private businesses seemed to be in good health, with
percentages ranging from 59.6 in the 10 de Octubre District to 77.8 in the
Guanabacoa District.

“Of the 6176 cases reported, 3914 seemed to be in good physical condi-
tion.

“The physical condition of 8.8 percent of the proprietors was classified
as poor, while 3.3 percent were incapacitated.

“There were 24.6 percent classified as in fair physical condition—that
is, almost 90 percent are classified as good or fair.

“Other characteristics: the investigation included the number of owners
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“The lowest percentage is found at Mayabeque, 35.7. In the survey car-
ried out by the Municipal Administration of Metropolitan Havana, the per-
_centage is 51.7.

“Specific survey of the fried-food-stand owners: in this project a group
of proprietors of stands and individuals who sell various kinds of fried food
was studied in a special way. The most-sold product is the omelet, generally,
an omelet sandwich. Of the 50 stands investigated, 43 sell omelets; this is
due to the availability of eggs.

“The sale of croquettes and fried fish is in second place, followed by
meat fritters. Stuffed potatoes, fritters, and sardines are sold to a lesser extent.

“Other studies include stands where shrimps, fish, squid, hamburgers,
sugar cane juice, cigarcttes and matches, milk shakes, candy, coffee, and soft
drinks are sold.

“The work carried out in these cases by a group of militants is of ex-
traordinary interest. These studies show plainly the political importance of
seeing to the solution of problems that are created by this mercantile infra-
structure, which appears in those cases where State organizations do not give
adequate service to the public. Lumpen elements find adequate room to make
money and live in a vice-ridden atmosphere, exploiting the rest of the people.
We add ten cases that clearly show this problem.

“Gross sales and profits: the gross cash reccipts of the stand owners
reach unexpected proportions. Twenty percent of the stands have a gross
sale of more than 100 pesos daily; 35.5 percent have a daily sale of 50 to 99
pesos; and 44.5 percent have sales of less than 50 pesos daily.

“In Centro-Habana all the stands investigated have sales of more than
50 pesos.

“The profit made runs parallel with these sales. Twenty percent of the
proprietors make more than 50 pesos daily, and 53.3 percent of the stand
owners make more than 25 pesos a day.

“This profit is explained by the great differences existing between the
cost of production and the sales price, as well as by the volume of sales. As
an example, we quote the case of a fried-food stand in the Calzada de
Luyano that makes more than 200 sales a day. Croquettes: cost of production,
8 cents; sales price, 20 cents; 150 percent profit. Fritters, cost of production,
8 cents; sales price, 20 cents; 150 percent profit. Fried fish: 10 cents; sales
price, 35 cents; 250 percent profit. Omelets: 11 cents; sales price, 30 cents;
173 percent profit.

“Average daily sales were $66.40 and profits $43.57, with a cost of
$22.83.

“Characteristics of exploitation: 46 percent of the proprietors do not
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they will know how to be worthy of this hundred-year tradition of struggle,
which began with the fight for independence, the independence which was be-
gun by that generation and completed by our own generation. And they will
know how to defend it with their last breath, with their last drop of blood. Be-
cause when we say Patria o Muerte we mean Patria o Muerte, Venceremos!

(OVATION)
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332 - Fidel Castro Speaks

Granma (Havana: Weekly Review, English
Edition.) [This is the single best source for infor-
mation on Cuba. It is the English edition of a
weekly summary of the official party newspaper.
It carries all of Fidel’s speeches as well as those
of other Cuban leaders.]

CuBA AND THE UNITED STATES:

Robert F. Smith, The United States and
Cuba: Business and Diplomacy, 1917—1960 (New
Haven: College and University Press, 1960). [A
careful study of the influence of U.S. business on
U.S.-Cuban relations.]

Maurice Zeitlin and Robert Scheer, Cuba:
Tragedy in our Hemisphere (New York: Grove
Press, 1963). [The best study on the reaction of
the U.S. government and press to the Cuban Rev-
olution. It contains appendices analyzing U.S.
press coverage and the State Department White
Paper justifying the Bay of Pigs. Covers the pe-
riod up to the invasion in April, 1961.]



About the Editors

MARTIN KENNER has worked as an economist at
the United Nations and has taught economics at
the graduate faculty of the New School in New
York City. He writes frequently for the under-
ground press and is active in the Movement.

JAMEs PETRAs was educated at the University of
California at Berkeley where he received his Ph.D.
and worked in the Center for International Affairs.
He has traveled widely in Latin America and writ-
ten extensively on Latin American affairs for po-
litical journals. He has also published a study
entitled Politics and Social Forces in Chilean De-
velopment and edited a collection of writings, with
Professor Maurice Zeitlin, entitled Latin America:
Reform or Revolution? Currently, he is a Professor
of Political Science at Pennsylvania State Univer-
sity.












nomic problems: all of these qualities
at great variance with the structure
of what has come to be accepted as
the normal political speech.

In this collection, Martin Kenner
and James Petras have selected those
speeches of Fidel Castro’s that they
feel most clearly define the Cuban
“road to Communism.” The texts have
been chosen by the editors with an
eye to revealing Castro’s thought in
action, rather than attempting to
trace the development of that thought.
The speeches range from the one on
counterrevolution, given on October
26, 1959, to the 26th of July speech
of 1968, and they are arranged, not
in chronological order, but in sections
designed to reveal aspects of Castro’s
changing revolutionary thinking.

Hence, the volume is divided into
four sections: “The Revolution in
Power: From Reform to Revolution™;
“The Road to Revolution in Latin
America’’; ““The Cuban Road to Com-
munism’’; and “The Revolution Con-
tinues.” Within these sections are
included those speeches that the edi-
tors consider to be most fully explica-
tory of the subjects selected.

The editors have supplied an Intro-
duction to the book as well as a short
note on each speech, in order to set
it in its historical perspective and
help the reader understand the cir-
cumstances under which it was de-
livered.

DESIGN: KUHLMAN ASSOCIATES
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