


FIDEL CASTRO
14th Congress of the CTC

Closing Speech
December, 1978

Political Publishers, Havana, 1979



International Department of the CTGC
Havana
December, 1978

SPEECH GIVEN BY COMMANDER IN CHIEF
- - FIDEL CASTRO, FIRST SECRETARY OF THE CENTRAL
LI e COMMITTEE OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY
OF CUBA AND PRESIDENT OF THE COUNCIL OF
STATE AND OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS,
) IN THE CLOSING SESSION OF THE 14TH CONGRESS
RE-A OF THE CENTRAL ORGANIZATION OF CUBAN
TRADE UNIONS (CTC), AT LAZARO PENA THEATER,
ON DECEMBER 2, 1978,
YEAR OF THE 11TH FESTIVAL

POLITICAL PUBLISHERS

Information and Printing Enterprise,
Department of Revolutionary Orlentation,
Central Committee of the Communist Party of Cuba

Avenida 41, No. 2202, Playa; Ciudad 'dé La Habana, Cliba’ = <"




Distinguished Guests;

Comrades of the Leadership of the Party and of the
Government;

Delegates to the 14th Workers’ Congress:

It is not easy to give the closing speech of an event
that has been so rich in content, ideas and results as this
one. I will try to convey some of my thoughts, some of my
impressions. Someone said yesterday in a brief con-
versation that it seemed as though the 13th Congress
were only yesterday, and | replied, “Well, it seems to me
as though it were this morning.” (Applause)

That's how fast five years of our workers’ and of our
people’s productive, revolutionary life seem to pass. But
what a lot of important events have taken place in these
five years since 1973! In the first place, the Congress
of our Party in 1975; then the discussion and approval of
the Constitution of the Republic; the institutionaliza-
tion; the politico-administrative division of the country;
the setting up of People’s Power; the start made in the
establishment of the Economic Management and Planning
System; as well as other major efforts that have required
the mass organizations to adapt to new circumstances
and have required of everyone, especially our workers,
an intense activity.

The trade union movement's achievements during these
five years were brilliantly analyzed in the Main Report.
The advances really have been impressive. | won't try to
repeat them all, but we could give one example: the field
of education within the trade union movement, the strug-
gle to finish sixth grade, a struggle put forward at the
13th Congress, where some doubted that we could
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achieve a target of one million workers finishing sixth
grade between the time of the Congress and 1980.

As the Main Report said, this target has virtually been
reached, which means the minimum level of education of
our workers — the minimum! — will have been raised to
sixth grade by 1980. Moreover, today’s sixth grade is
not just any old sixth grade; it is not a sixth grade that
is easy to finish.

On the basis of this victory, the goal now set for 1985
is ninth grade. Yes, | know that people are talking about
a half million workers finishing ninth grade by 1985. This
is what you have committed yourselves to. But in reality
it is a modest target. (Laughter) It's modest, and we
think it’s fine that you have approved a modest goal; but,
generally speaking, we must struggle for ninth grade to
be the minimum educational level for our workers by 1985.
(Applause)

People all over the world talk a lot about how the
Literacy Campaign, the eradication of illiteracy, was a
great success for Cuba. However, in our opinion, the
easiest battle was the battle against illiteracy; it was
more spectacular, but at the same time it was shorter..|
think that our Revolution deserves more credit for the
efforts that have been made since the Literacy Campaign,
and it will be a much greater victory when we can say that
our workers all have a minimum level of sixth grade
and when we can say that all our workers have a min-
imum level of ninth grade. Since | am an optimist — |
was one, | am one and | think | always will be one
(Applause) — | go so far as to claim that by the next
Congress in 1983 we will be close to winning the battle
for ninth grade, and we will be setting ourselves the
battle for 12th grade by 1990. (Applause)
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Do you think it's impossible? (Shouts of: “No!”)
Wasn't it more difficult to achieve the educational level
our workers now have? (Shouts of: “Yes!”) Yet it was
achieved at a time when we barely had any classrooms
or teachers. Will it be difficult when in just one year,
this year, about 28 000 of our citizens graduate as teachers
at the various levels?

Just a few years ago, 70 percent of our primary school
teachers did not have certificates, and by 1980 they all
will have them. We have tens of thousands of students
in teacher-training schools and tens of thousands at the
university, and thousands of primary school teachers who
are getting ready to study for a primary school diploma
at our universities.

The number of schools is going up each year, the num-
ber of teachers is increasing, and we have fewer primary
school students. That means that our possibilities are
increasing, that the situation is improving objectively and
subjectively, so that we can give all the desired support
to this extraordinary program of educational and tech-
nical advancement for our workers. Then we really will
be showing the world what a workers' revolution is and
what socialism is.

We might add that, of the 145 000 students now at the
university, around 50 percent are workers. (Applause) As
a result, new problems are beginning to emerge, and one
of these is the number of workers who have already
graduated from the Worker Education Program or senior
high school and have not been able to enroll in university
courses. Because we are being confronted with a dilemma
that arises from the fact that there is a limit to the
capacity of our universities and that we have to find
room in the regular courses for the enormous numbers
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