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FOREWORD 

CHINA is recognised as one of the great powers among the United 
Nations, yet the problems of her people and their immense 
contribution to the world war against fascism are still too little 

understood and appreciated. This book is an attempt to outline some 
of those problems and contributions in the form of a brief narrative 
of the recent struggles of the Chinese people to build a modern nation 
and their present endeavour to throw back fascist invasion. 

Since it was written representatives of Britain and the United States 
have met together at Casablanca to review the war situation and to 
indicate an-Allied strategy for victory. Necessarily the major question 
was the invasion of Europe and the co-ordination of Allied strategy 
for the speedy defeat of Hitlerite Germany which, by reason of its 
military and industrial strength, is the centre and core of the whole 
Axis structure. At the same time this did not mean that the second 
question, that of aid to China and co-ordinated strategy in the Pacific 
between the United States, China, Britain and Australia for the defeat 
of the Japanese end of the Axis was to be neglected. On the contrary. 
General Arnold of the U.S. Air Force and Field Marshal Dill went 
to Chungking to discuss with Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek, and 
statements were made showing that the position in the Pacific was 
being faced. President Roosevelt spoke of the folly of wasting time 
"inching our way from island to island" across the Pacific and of 
the importance of the drive against Japan from China. Moreover, 
it has now been officially admitted that as yet half the supplies sent 
to China still remained in India, and officially promised, both in Britain 
and America, that the number of planes on the route from China 
to India would be increased. 

But China needs more than arms, she needs machinery; for in order 
to meet the tremendous wartime shortage of manufactured goods 
Chinese industry must be increased. When one considers the assistance 
that is being given by the Allies to the development of industry in 
such countries as Brazil and Turkey then it is clear that China's need, 
the fulfilment of which is so necessary in the cause of victory, can 
be met. 

Such assistance will also go far in advancing democracy and 
strengthening unity in China. AH sections of the Chinese people, 
barring the small group of traitors that have followed Wang Ching-wei 
into the service of the enemy, are united in resistance to Japan, but 
the terrific economic difficulties of the war have led to most severe 
strains. How these strains can be lessened while preserving the unity 
of all classes was indicated in a recent speech of Mao Tse-tung, 



G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r y o f t h e C o m m u n i s t P a r t y o f C h i n a , t o t h e P e o p l e ' s 
P o l i t i c a l C o u n c i l o f t h e S p e c i a l D i s t r i c t . H e s a i d : 

" R e g a r d i n g a g r a r i a n p r o b l e m s , o n t h e o n e h a n d w e a d v o c a t e a 
p o l i c y o f r e d u c i n g r e n t s a n d i n t e r e s t s o t h a t p e a s a n t s c a n h a v e f o o d 
a n d c l o t h i n g ; o n t h e o t h e r h a n d w e r e c o g n i s e t h e p a y m e n t o f r e n t a n d 
i n t e r e s t a s o b l i g a t o r y s o t h a t t h e l a n d l o r d s c a n a l s o h a v e f o o d a n d 
c l o t h i n g . R e g a r d i n g t h e r e l a t i o n s b e t w e e n l a b o u r a n d c a p i t a l o n t h e 
o n e h a n d w e a i d t h e w o r k e r s , b u t o n t h e o t h e r h a n d w e c a r r y o u t a • 
p o l i c y o f i n d u s t r i a l d e v e l o p m e n t w h i c h p r o v i d e s t h e c a p i t a l i s t s w i t h 
p r o f i t . T h e s e m e a s u r e s a r e i n t e n d e d t o u n i t e p e o p l e o f a l l c l a s s e s . " 

B u t i n d u s t r i a l d e v e l o p m e n t , w h i c h i s t h e m a i n s o l u t i o n o f t h i s w a r 
p r o b l e m , i s a l s o i m p e r a t i v e f o r t h e b u i l d i n g o f n e w C h i n a o n s e c u r e 
f o u n d a t i o n s , a n d i t c a n o n l y b e c a r r i e d t h r o u g h w i t h g e n u i n e a s s i s t a n c e 
f r o m a b r o a d . 

C h i n a i s n o t o n l y t h e c o u n t r y w h o s e c i v i l i s a t i o n i s o l d e s t a m o n g s t 
p r e s e n t n a t i o n s , s h e is n o t o n l y t h e c o u n t r y w h o s e i n v e n t i o n s o f 
p r i n t i n g a n d p a p e r , a n d w h o s e d i s c o v e r y o f t h e m a g n e t i c c o m p a s s 
q u i c k e n e d t h e l i f e o f E u r o p e a t t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e R e n a i s s a n c e , b u t , 
a s D r . H u S h i h h a s r e c e n t l y r e m i n d e d u s , s h e i s t h e f i r s t n o n - E u r o p e a n 
n a t i o n t o h a v e d i s c a r d e d t h e m o n a r c h y , e s t a b l i s h e d a r e p u b l i c a n f o r m 
o f g o v e r n m e n t a n d e n d e a v o u r e d t o w o r k o u t i t s o w n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
d e v e l o p m e n t . 

T o d a y , i n t h e c o u r s e o f t h i s w a r a n d d e s p i t e a l l d i f f i c u l t i e s a n e w 
r e n a i s s a n c e i s o c c u r r i n g , w h o s e i m p o r t a n c e c a n o n l y b e e s t i m a t e d 
a g a i n s t t h e b a c k g r o u n d o f C h i n a ' s n o w d y i n g f e u d a l a n d s e m i - c o l o n i a l 
p a s t . A i d e d b y h e r A l l i e s C h i n a , t h r o u g h t h i s r e n a i s s a n c e , t h r o u g h 
s t r e n g t h e n e d a n d d e v e l o p i n g u n i t y , a n d t h r o u g h t h e d e f e a t o f t h e w h o l e 
A x i s , w i l l " c o n t i n u e i t s d e m o c r a t i c e v o l u t i o n a l o n g t h e m a i n l i n e s l a i d 
d o w n b y D i . S u n Y a t - s e n " a n d a g a i n h e l p t o q u i c k e n t h e c u l t u r e o f 
t h e w o r l d . 

A . C . 

O N E 

THE D E S T R U C T I O N O F O L D C H I N A 
" They grasp their jade drum-sticks: 

They beat the sounding drum 
Heaven decrees their fall."* 

T o t h e J e s u i t m i s s i o n a r i e s a n d E u r o p e a n i n t e l l e c t u a l s o f t h e f i r s t 
h a l f o f t h e 1 8 t h c e n t u r y C h i n a s e e m e d t h e m o s t c u h u r e d , c i v i l i z e d , 
w e l l - g o v e r n e d a n d w e a l t h y c o u n t r y i n t h e w o r l d . V o l t a i r e s a n g i t s 
p r a i s e s . 

T h e h i s t o r y o f C h i n a f o r t h e l a s t h u n d r e d a n d f i f t y y e a r s i s t h e s t o r y 
o f t h e d e s t r u c t i o n o f t h a t C h i n a a n d t h e b e g i n n i n g s o f t h e e m e r g e n c e 
o f a n e w o n e . 

I 
S O C I E T Y A N D G O V E R N M E N T I N M A N C H U C H I N A 

Chinese Society 
C h i n a i n t h e e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y w a s a c o u n t r y o f p e a s a n t s a n d l a n d ­

l o r d s , w i t h g r o u p i n g s o f g u i l d a r t i s a n s a n d g u i l d m e r c h a n t s . C l a s s i c 
f e u d a l i s m w i t h s e r f s t i e d t o t h e l a n d a n d a h i e r a r c h y o f f e u d a l l o r d s 
h a d e n d e d i n t h e t h i r d c e n t u r y B . C . , b u t s o c i e t y a n d e c o n o m i c l i f e 
r e m a i n e d l a r g e l y f e u d a l , f o r t h e b a s i s o f p o w e r w a s s t i l l t h e l a n d . 
H o w e v e r , t h e r u l e o f t h e s t a t e b u r e a u c r a c y , m a d e n e c e s s a r y b y w a t e r 
c o n t r o l - t h e p o s s i b i l i t i e s t h a t e x i s t e d f o r b u y i n g a n d s e l l i n g l a n d ; 
t h e a l t e r e d p o s i t i o n o f t h e p e a s a n t r y ; a n d t h e g r o w t h o f t r a d i n g 
c a p i t a l a l l p l a y e d t h e i r p a r t i n d e t e r m i n i n g t h e n a t u r e o f C h i n e s e 
s o c i e t y f o r t h e f o l l o w i n g t w o t h o u s a n d y e a r s . T h e v a s t m a j o r i t y 
o f t h e p e o p l e w e r e p e a s a n t s , s o m e o w n i n g t h e i r o w n l a n d , o t h e r s , 
u n d e r a v a r i e t y o f t e n u r e , h o l d i n g a l l o r p a r t o f t h e i r l a n d f r o m 
a l a n d l o r d . F o r t h i s t h e y p a i d r e n t i n k i n d , u s u a l l y r i c e , a n d o n l y 
e x c e p t i o n a l l y i n m o n e y . U n d e r o n e f o r m o f t e n u r e t h e y c o u l d b e 
d r i v e n f r o m t h e l a n d a t t h e l a n d l o r d ' s w i l l ; u n d e r a n o t h e r , w h e r e t h e 
l a n d l o r d o w n e d o n l y t h e s u b s o i l a n d t h e s u r f a c e s t i l l b e l o n g e d t o t h e 
o r i g i n a l p e a s a n t o w n e r , t e n u r e w a s p e r m a n e n t . O n t h e d e a t h o f a 
f a t h e r t h e l a n d w a s u s u a l l y d i v i d e d a m o n g t h e s o n s , t h e o l d e s t g e t t i n g 
a s l i g h t l y l a r g e r s h a r e t h a n h i s b r o t h e r s . T h u s t h e n a t u r a l g r o w t h o f 
p o p u l a t i o n l e d t o a s t e a d y p a r c e l l i n g o f l a n d w h i l e t h e m e t h o d o f 
d i v i s i o n o f t e n s c a t t e r e d t h e p o r t i o n h e l d b y o n e m a n i n t o l i t t l e t i n y 
s t r i p s i n d i f f e r e n t p a r t s o f t h e s a m e v i l l a g e . I n t h e n o r t h , w h e a t a n d 

* Poem by Ch'u Yuan, 332-295 B.C. , trans. Arthur Waley. 
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m i l l e t w e r e t h e c h i e f c r o p s , t h e Y a n g t z e v a l l e y a n d t h e s o u t h w e r e 
r i c e l a n d s . W o o l c a m e f r o m t h e n o r t h , s i l k l a r g e l y f r o m t h e Y a n g t z e . 
v a l l e y , a n d c o t t o n v ra s w i d e l y g r o w n . T h e r e w e r e f e w p e a s a n t h o m e s 
w h e r e t e x t i l e s w e r e n o t m a d e , t h e c o u n t r y p e o p l e b e i n g t o o p o o r t o 
b u y t h e c l o t h s o f t h e t o w n a r t i s a n s . O f t e n t h r o u g h p o v e r t y t h e y w e r e 
c o m p e l l e d t o w o r k f o r t h e m e r c h a n t s . 

S m a l l f a r m i n g i s n o t o n l y a m a t t e r o f l a b o u r a n d l a n d . S e e d g r a i n , 
t o o l s a n d d r a u g h t a n i m a l s a r e a l l n e c e s s a r y t o w o r k e v e n a s m a l l 
f a r m , a n d t h e d i f f i c u l t y - o f o b t a i n i n g t h e m i s o n e o f t h e g r a v e s t h a n d i ­
c a p s o f t h e s m a l l p e a s a n t . T h e C h i n e s e p e a s a n t h a d a l s o t o p a y t a x e s 
a n d r e n t o n h i s l a n d . * I n b a d p e r i o d s t h e f a r m e r m i g h t l o s e h i s 
a n i m a l , o r h a v e t o e a t h i s s e e d g r a i n , o r l o s e h i s t o o l s a n d h o u s e i n a 
f l o o d , o r b e u n a b l e t o p a y h i s t a x e s . T h e n h e h a d t o b o r r o w a n d , 
o n c e i n d e b t , i f a f t e r a p e r i o d o f y e a r s h e c o u l d n o t r e p a y t h e p r i n c i p a l 
t h e n t h e l e n d e r c o u l d c l a i m t h e s u b s o i l o f h i s l a n d . F r o m t h e n o n 
t h e " f r e e " p e a s a n t w a s a t e n a n t . M o r e o v e r , a s l a n d l o r d s r e c e i v e d 
t h e i r r e n t c h i e f l y i n k i n d , t h e y a n d t h e m e r c h a n t s w i t h w h o m t h e y 
d e a l t w e r e t h e o n l y p e o p l e w i t h r i c e a n d g r a i n s t o r e s e n o u g h t o o u t l a s t 
a p e r i o d o f d r o u g h t o r flood. T h u s , h a v i n g a c o r n e r i n t h e m a r k e t f o r 
f o o d , t h e y c o u l d p u s h u p p r i c e s f u r t h e r t o t h e d i s a d v a n t a g e o f t h e 
p e a s a n t . 

O f f i c i a l s a n d m e r c h a n t s w o u l d b u y l a n d a s t h e s a f e s t f o r m o f 
h o l d i n g w e a l t h , m o n e y l e n d e r s a n d p a w n b r o k e r s a n d l a n d l o r d s w h o 
m a d e a d v a n c e s t o p e a s a n t s w o u l d a c q u i r e h o l d i n g s o f l a n d , n e w l a n d 
o p e n e d u p b y c a n a l s ' w o u l d b e g i v e n t o s o l d i e r s o r o f f i c i a l s , o r s o l d . 
T h u s i n p e r i o d s o f c i v i l p e a c e l a n d l o r d i s m g r e w . A p a r t f r o m l a n d 
h e l d b y i n d i v i d u a l l a n d l o r d s t h e r e w a s c l a n l a n d ( i n s o m e cases t h e 
p e a s a n t s o f a v i l l a g e w e r e a l l o f t h e s a m e " f a m i l y " ) w h o s e o r i g i n d a t e d 
b a c k t o d a y s w h e n C h i n e s e s o c i e t y w a s i n i t s t r i b a l s t a g e . I n a c t u a l 
f a c t s u c h l a n d w a s a l m o s t t h e p r o p e r t y o f t h e h e a d o f t h e c l a n , s u b j e c t 
t o c e r t a i n c u s t o m a r y r u l e s . T e m p l e s m i g h t a l s o o w n l a n d . I n t h e o r y 
a l l l a n d b e l o n g e d t o t h e E m p e r o r , i n a c t u a l f a c t h e o n l y h a d c o n t r o l 
o f h i s o w n l a r g e e s t a t e s . A f t e r t h e M a n c h u c o n q u e s t , t h e M a n c h u 
n o b l e s , t o o , h a d l a r g e e s t a t e s . f C o m p a r e d w i t h E u r o p e a n l a n d l o r d s 
o f t h e n , o r o f t o d a y , C h i n e s e l a n d l o r d s w e r e s m a l l . T h e r e w a s n o 

• T h e ch ie f t a x , the land tax, was only paid by the legal owner of the land, but 
registers were often out of date, so that tenants often had to pay the tax as 
well as rent. The last comprehensive land survey in China was in 1577. (This 
survey is stiU the basis of the land tax in China today.) In addition there were 
consumption taxes like the salt tax. 

t Tn the latter nart of the 19th century the Manchu nobles and Chinese ofificials 
began to usurp the Government, Royal and other estates. At the beginning of 
the 18th century privately owned land was some 50 per cent of the total; Royal 
land, Government land, Manchu banner land and Temple land amounted to 40 
per cent. ( A g r a r i a n C h i n a . London, 1939. article by Sun Shao-tsun.) 

In 1885, out of a total cultivated area one and a half times as large as in the 
earher estimate, 70 per cent was privately owned, the other categories (including 
frontier land) amounted to 19 per cent. ( T a Tsing H u i T i e n , quoted from 
Oovernment of C h i n a , P. C . Hsieh.) 

THE DESTRUCTION OF OLD CHINA 9 
l a w o f e n t a i l t o k e e p t h e e s t a t e s i n t a c t a n d t h e y w e r e c o n s t a n t l y s u b ­
d i v i d e d , w h i l e t h e h i g h r a t e o f e x p l o i t a t i o n o f t h e p e a s a n t s a n d t h e 
r i c h n e s s o f t h e l a n d , w h i c h i n p a r t s y i e l d e d t w o o r m o r e c r o p s o f r i c e 
i n a y e a r , m a i n t a i n e d a l a n d l o r d f a m i l y o n q u i t e a s m a l l e s t a t e . W h e n 
e x p l o i t a t i o n b y l a n d l o r d , m o n e y l e n d e r a n d i m p e r i a l t a x a t i o n g r e w 
a b s o l u t e l y u n b e a r a b l e t h e p e a s a n t s r e v o l t e d ( t h o u g h b i g r e v o l t s w e r e 
s e p a r a t e d b y h u n d r e d s o f y e a r s ) a n d t h e y b u r n e d t i t l e d e e d s , 
d e s t r o y e d l a n d l o r d s ' h o u s e s a n d f a m i U e s , t h u s c l e a r i n g a w a y a w h o l e 
l o a d f r o m t h e i r , s h o u l d e r s o n l y f o r t h e p r o c e s s t o b e g i n a l l o v e r a g a i n . 

C h i n e s e a g r i c u l t u r e w a s e s p e c i a l l y d e p e n d e n t o n w a t e r c o n t r o l . I n 
s o m e p a r t s c a n a l s h a d t o b e d u g t o i r r i g a t e t h e l a n d , i n o t h e r s m a s s i v e 
e m b a n k m e n t s w e r e n e e d e d t o p r e v e n t r i v e r s flooding. T h e f i r s t 
c o n s i d e r a b l e c a n a l s w e r e b u i l t i n C h i n a i n t h e s e v e n t h a n d s i x t h 
c e n t u r i e s B.C. " W a t e r b e n e f i t s , " a s t h e y w e r e c a l l e d , p l a y e d a b i g 
p a r t i n d e t e r m i n i n g t h e v i c t o r a m o n g t h e f e u d a l p r i n c i p a l i t i e s o f e a r l y 
C h i n a , h e l p i n g t h e f e u d a l s t a t e o f C h i n t o c o n q u e r a l l i t s r i v a l s . 
E f f i c i e n t w a t e r c o n t r o l n e e d e d t h e p o l i t i c a l u n i f i c a t i o n o f a w h o l e 
r i v e r v a l l e y . T h u s w e find t h a t t h e C h i n e s e s t a t e first c o n t r o l l e d t h e 
w h o l e o f t h e H u a n g H o v a l l e y i n t h e n o r t h , t h e n s p r e a d t o t h e 
Y a n g t z e , w h i c h r i v e r s y s t e m s w e r e l a t e r l i n k e d b y t h e G r a n d C a n a l , 
a n d l a s t l y t o C a n t o n . W a t e r c o n t r o l . n e c e s s i t a t e d t h e u n i f i c a t i o n o f 
C h i n a , t h e c e n t r a l i s a t i o n o f s t a t e p o w e r a n d g a v e r i s e t o t h e g r e a t 
b u r e a u c r a c y . * 

F r o m t h e t h i r d c e n t u r y B.C., w a t e r c o n t r o l a n d t h e c o l l e c t i o n o f 
t r i b u t e ( t a x e s ) a r i s i n g f r o m i t w e r e t h e m a i n f u n c t i o n s o f g o v e r n m e n t . 
C a n a l s a l s o s e r v e d o t h e r p u r p o s e s b e s i d e s t h o s e o f a g r i c u l t u r e . T h e y 
w e r e t h e p r i m e m e a n s o f t r a n s p o r t . A l o n g t h e m w e n t s o l d i e r s t o 
a l l p a r t s o f t h e E m p i r e , t h e y b o r e t h e g r a i n t r i b u t e o f t h e i m p e r i a l 
t a x e s t o t h e c a p i t a l , t h e y w e r e t h e m a i n c h a n n e l s o f t r a d e . 

T h u s t h e g r e a t m a s s o f t h e p e o p l e w e r e p e a s a n t s , t h e l a n d l o r d s 
f o r m e d t h e r u l i n g c l a s s a n d t h e n e c e s s i t y f o r w a t e r c o n t r o l w e l d e d t h e 
c o u n t r y i n t o a u n i t y . A t t h e s a m e t i m e , c a n a l c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ; t h e 
p e a s a n t s ' n e e d f o r m e t a l t o o l s ; t h e s o l d i e r s ' n e e d f o r w e a p o n s ; t h e 
u n i v e r s a l n e e d f o r s a l t ; t h e d e s i r e o f t h e c o u r t o f f i c i a l s a n d l a n d l o r d s 
f o r l u x u r i e s ; t r a d e i n d i f f e r e n t p r o d u c t s b e t w e e n n o r t h a n d s o u t h , 
a n d w i t h t h e o u t l y i n g l a n d s t o t h e n o r t h , w i t h t h e i s l a n d s o f t h e 
S o u t h S e a s , a n d , t h r o u g h A r a b a n d o t h e r i n t e r m e d i a r i e s , e v e n w i t h 
E u r o p e h a d g i v e n r i s e t o a m e r c h a n t c l a s s r a n g i n g f r o m s i m p l e p e d l a r s 
t o w e a l t h y m e r c a n t i l e f a m i l i e s ( w h o s e t r a d e h e l p e d f u r t h e r t o u n i f y 
t h e c o u n t r y ) a n d h a d d e v e l o p e d a c l a s s o f c r a f t s m e n o r g a n i s e d i n g u i l d s 
a n d o f t e n i t i n e r a n t . F r o m C a n t o n , C h i n e s e t r a d i n g a n d m i n i n g 
c o l o n i e s s p r e a d t o m a n y i s l a n d s i n t h e S o u t h S e a s , f o u n d i n g , f o r 
e x a m p l e , t h e C h i n e s e g o l d m i n i n g r e p u b l i c s i n B o r n e o . B a n k i n g 
b e g a n i n t h e t h i r d c e n t u r y . C h e q u e s a n d b i l l s a n d d . a f t s 

* For a very interesting account of the importance of water control in Chinese 
history see Key Economic Areas i n Chinese History. Chi Ch'ao-ting, London, 1936. 
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and paper money were known in China 300 years before 
Europe. The merchant and craft guilds, organised on a town and 
provincial basis, were not part of town government as in mediaeval 
Europe, but were fairly powerful, and their elective constitutions 
provided the one element of election in Chinese social organisation. 
However, the full development of trade was- held back by differences 
in local currencies, and weights and measures, and from time to time 
imperial edicts added additional handicaps. 

There was also a scattered proletariat. Landlords who farmed their 
own land and richer peasants hired labourers, of whom some would be 
poor peasants trying to add to their income, but others would be land­
less. In the towns the guild masters employed journeymen and 
apprentices who, except on the occasions when they found it necessary 
to form their own independent temporary organisations, were guild 
members. There were paupers too in the towns and almost outcast 
scavengers. Semi-slavery in household service and even hereditary 
agricultural bondmen were rot unknown. In the family the father 
ruled, the wife and children were subordinate. Wealthy men took 
more than one wife and the parents arranged the marriages of their 
children, often settling the matter while the children were still infants. 
Probably less than one per cent of the people could read and write 
properly. Apart from a few towns, China was a country of thousands 
of slow-moving, relatively isolated villages, some smaller, some larger. 

In contrast to Europe, however, hereditary titles were unimportant 
and, even under the Manchus, what titles there were, were automatically 
extinguished after a few generations. Nor did China suffer from a 
monopolistic, powerful and power-hungry Church, and, for the most 
part, her rulers showed considerable religious tolerance. 

But the hand of orthodox Confucianism, enforced through the 
examination system, lay heavily on intellectual initiative. Confucianism, 
which advocated benevolence, justice and correct behaviour, was a 
ruling class theory. It originated as a code of behaviour for the 
gentry and a system of precepts for feudal lords to observe in order 
to maintain their position in the troubled times of the feudal wars. 
Confucius said, " I f those in the higher ranks of society be devoted 
to ritual, then none of the common people will dare not to venerate 
them. If they be lovers of justice, then none of the common people 
can dare not to obey them." (Analects xiii 4.) Or again, " Let your 
desires be good and the people will be good. The wind is the 
characteristic of the ruling class, the grass of the plebeian class. When 
the grass encounters the wind it always bends." Similarly Taoism, the 
second great Chinese religion : " Let nothing desirable be visible; this 
will save the people's minds from confusion. This is why the sage's 
form of government empties the people's minds and fills their 
stomachs." (Tao Te Ching, ch. 3.) And, " In the old days those who 
were capable of practising the Tao (the Way) did not use it to 
enlighten the people: They set out to make them ignorant. The 
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Mencius, the great Confucian sage of the third century B.C. who said, 
" without the gentleman the peasant cannot be governed and without 
the peasant the gentleman has nothing to eat," however, justified revolt 
against the king in certain circumstances: " A man who is a ruffian 
and a robber is rightly described as a man of no account. I have 
heard that Chow (a former king), a man of no account was executed. 
I have not heard of it as regicide."* The Confucian classics still 
provided the dominant mental atmosphere for the gentry and officials 
of Manchu China while among the mass of the people superstitions 
held sway. 

Such, then, was the structure of Chinese society which in the eighteenth century had existed for nearly two thousand years as a modified form of feudalism, changing but slowly, and such were the mling theories. 

The Manchus and their Government 
In those two thousand years from the Chin to the Manchu Empire 

many imperial dynasties had risen and waned. As a dynasty grew 
old so population pressure on the land would increase, landlordism 
would become more rampant, and taxation,- due to the increasing 
corruption of the imperial system and the overloading of the civil 
service, more excessive.f Peasants' revolts woald begin, and civil war, 
which, after tremendous destruction of life and of title deeds and the 
temporary splitting of the country into independent states, would pave 
the way either for a new dynasty, often established by a peasant soldier; 
or for a barbarian conquest. It was in such troubled times that the 
Manchus established their control over China. 

An obscure Mongolian people in the sixteenth century, the Manchus first conquered the northern corner of China. Then, invited into China by an ambitious general in troubled times in 1644, they set up their throne in Peking. 
They took over the previous system of government with few altera­

tions. The emperor was advised by a cabinet of four officials and a 
council composed of the heads of the six boards: the Civil Board in 
charge of all civil service appointments, the Boards of Revenue, of 
Ceremonies, and of Punishments, the Board of Works, which super­
vised water control, and the Board of War, which controlled only the 

* Quotations from Chinese Philosophy in Classical Times. E. R. Hughes, Everyman's Library, London, 1942. Apart from the ruling class political theories there were also primitive elements of dialectical, materialistic and scientific thought in some of the early writers and in the pithy proverbs and sayings of the common people. 
t pxamnle. under Kane Hsi. f^e second Manchu emneror. the total nalace expenditure over 36 years is said to be less than was spent in palace expenditure in one year by the later Ming emperors whom the Manchus succeeded. Under later Manchus. palace expenditure grew increasingly and taxation with it. 
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local Chinese forces and not the Manchu armies and garrisons. 
Other central departments were the Mongolian superintendency, which 
controlled all the outlying territories of the north, the Court of Censors 
whose job it was to criticise the emperor and the whole administration, 
and the famous Han-lin college which supervised the entrance examina­
tions to the civil service. The emperor ruled by decree but he was 
bound by the advice of his two councils and by tradition. Actually 
the chief work of the central goverimient consisted in keeping a 
check on the provincial governments and seeing that taxes came in 
regularly. 

China proper was divided into eighteen provinces, each with a 
governor responsible to the central government but exercising all the 
functions of government within his province.* The provinces, as large 
as European countries, -were sub-divided, the smallest unit being the 
hsien, or district (like an English county or a sub-preflecture in France). 
The hsien was the basis of the whole structure of government. The hsien 
magistrate was ruler, judge, tax-collector, canal controller, police chief, 
bandit suppressor, and so forth, for his area. As this was usually the size 
of an English county he needed to take on subordinates, but they were 
not really members of the civil service and he was responsible to 
his superiors for all their actions. He appointed the village headmen 
and the headmen of the various sections of the town under his control, 
and actually operated the famous pao-chia system, whereby families 
grouped in numbers of 100 {chia) were made collectively responsible 
for the criminal actions of their members. , This repressive system had 
been adopted by an earlier regime to check tendencies to 
rebellion, t The magistrate's official house was called the yamen and 
the attitude of the peasants to the government was summed up in the 
proverb: " While ye live enter not a yamen: when ye die descend 
not into hell." 

All civil servants were appointed by the central government. In 
the 18th century appointment was almost entirely through examina­
tion. There were special rules to prevent corruption and disaffection, 
such as appointment for only three years at a time and the rule that 
no man might serve in the province where he lived. The central 
government also had the power of dismissal. While few sections of 
the population were debarred from entering the civil service, education 
was long and expensive, so few but the sons of the wealthy could secure 
positions. Also in their districts the officials naturally moved among 
the local gentry. Merchants were an inferior section of the popula­
tion. As Lord Napier was told by a high official in 1834, "The 
Celestial Empire appoints officials—civilian to rule the people, miUtary 

* Sometimes a " Viceroy " or " Governor General " would have control over 
two or perhaps three provinces. Under separate command in the provinces were 
the provincial armies, but in the 19th century the V-'ceroys and Governors, faced 
with foreign aggression, began to raise their own forces. 

t The pao-chia system seems to have been first introduced by the Ch"in emp^rqrs 
(221-206 B.C.) and was re-introduced from tim« to time by other dynasties, 
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to intimidate the wicked ; but the petty affairs of commerce are to be directed by the merchants themselves." 

One of the most important functions of the district magistrate was 
the collection of taxes, of which he could keep 10 per cent for the needs 
of his district and for himself. It was the great concern of the imperial 
government to see that its quota came in regularly. Chief of these 
taxes was the land tax; salt was taxed at the mines, customs duties 
were charged at the ports, and there were minor taxes on registration 
of land sales. 

Considerable elements of this system, both social and political, still 
remain in China today, especially in the rural areas.* 

The non-Chinese Peoples, Outer China and the Manchn Tributaries. 
Both in the eighteen provinces and outside in other territories ruled by 

the Imperial Government were peoples who lived under different 
social systems. In the mountainous parts of Kweichow, Yunnan and 
Szechuan were primitive tribes practising slavery, with primitive agri­
culture and animal raising, living under the rule of their own chiefs, 
whose position often approximated to that of early feudal lords. These 
peoples were being slowly pushed back into the less fertile valleys by 
Chinese settlers. North-eastern China, the corner where the Manchus 
had first set up their kingdom, was kept by them in a completely 
feudal condition with big estates owned by Manchus and some of the 
original Chinese, and worked by Chinese immigrants whose position 
was that of serfs. After the loosening of immigration regulations in 
1703 these Chinese labourers came in in increasing quantitiesf On 
the plains, both north and south of the Gobi desert, lived the Mongols, 
a pastoral people under the rule of princes and divided into "Banners" 
that retained little of the cohesion given to them in the days of Chinghizt 
In the south of the desert. In Inner Mongolia, they were already 
falling back from the pressure of Chinese agriculture and Chinese 
traders and moneylenders. In Sinkiang (Chinese Turkestan), once the 
great silk road to Rome and mediaeval Europe, lived a motley of 

* See Peasant Life in China, Fei Hsiao-tung, London, 1939; and The China of 
Chiang Kai-shek, P. M. A. Linebarger, Boston, U.S.A., 1941, who says (p. 106), speaking of the rural areas: — 

" The Chinese land problem cannot be understood except at the political-economic nexus, where low political morale exposes the farmers to the unrestrained power of the gentry, acting in the triple capacity of oflScials, landlords and money­lenders." 
t In 1907 these parts which the Manchus had previously maintained as their own preserve were divided into three provinces like all other Chinese provinces. As the population was then over 95 per cent Chinese, " Manchuria " ceased to exist separate from China except in the eyes of predatory powers. 
t Chin^hiz Khan, the 12th century Mongol prince, who formed the Mongolian trihes into military " Banners " and beran the conquest of Central Asia and China. The form of " Banner " organisation remained after the disruption of the Mongol empire. It was also the form of organisation of th? Manebus, Sec 

Jenghis Khan, Rajph Fox, London, 1934, 



1 4 T H E B I R T H O F N E W CHINA 

M o h a m m e d a n p e o p l e o f v a r i o u s r a c e s a n d t r i b e s — U i g h u r s , K a z a k s 
a n d o t h e r s , w i t h a s p r i n k l i n g o f C h i n e s e m e r c h a n t s , o f f i c i a l s a n d t h e 
d e s c e n d a n t s o f C h i n e s e s o l d i e r s s e n t t o t h e f r o n t i e r . T i b e t , r u l e d b y 
a B u d d h i s t t h e o c r a c y a n d i n h a b i t e d b y w i l d a n d p r i m i t i v e p e o p l e w h o 
l i v e d b y c a t t l e r a i s i n g , h u n t i n g a n d t r a d i n g s k i n s f o r C h i n e s e t e a a n d 
s i l k , o w e d d i r e c t a l l e g i a n c e t o t h e E m p e r o r , w h o s e o f f i c i a l s r u l e d i n 
L h a s a a l o n g s i d e t h e D a l a i L a m a . 

O u t s i d e t h i s s y s t e m o f d i r e c t r u l e w e r e c o u n t r i e s p a y i n g t r i b u t e t o 
C h i n a . T h e K i n g d o m s o f A n n a m , K o r e a , S i a m , L a o s , S u l u ( n o w i n t h e 
N e t h e r l a n d s E a s t I n d i e s ) a n d t h e L i u C h i u i s l a n d s , a n d , a t t h e e n d o f t h e 
1 8 t h c e n t u r y , B u r m a a n d N e p a l . 

n 
D I S I N T E G R A T I O N 

" Big Sister weaves doth, 
Big Brother sells cloth. 
Home-made cloth coarse; 
Foreign cloth fine. 
Foreign cloth cheap. 
The rich man likes it. 
Home-made cloth nobody wants. 
Starving; Brother and Sister! "* 

U n d e r t h e first f o u r M a n c h u e m p e r o r s m a n y c a n a l s w e r e b u i l t , 
o t h e r s i m p r o v e d , a n d a p e r i o d o f g r e a t p r o s p e r i t y b e g a n . T h e 
r e i g n o f t h e f o u r t h e m p e r o r , C h ' i e n L u n g ( 1 7 3 5 - 1 7 9 5 ) , b r o u g h t t h e 
M a n c h u e m p i r e t o t h e p e a k o f i t s p r o s p e r i t y a n d p o w e r . O p p o s i t i o n 
t o t h e M a n c h u s w a s a t i ts , l o w e s t e b b . B u t t h e s l o w w o r k i n g o f s o c i a l 
f o r c e s w a s g r a d u a l l y u n d e r m i n i n g t h e i m p e r i a l s t r u c t u r e . F o r o n e 
t h i n g t h e r e w a s i n c r e a s i n g p r e s s u r e "on t h e l a n d . S o m e c a l c u l a t e t h e 
i n c r e a s e i n p o p u l a t i o n o f C h i n a f r o m 7 0 m i l l i o n s i n 1 6 5 0 t o 3 4 0 m i l l i o n s 
i n 1 8 5 0 , t w h i l e c u l t i v a t e d l a n d o n l y d o u b l e d b e t w e e n 1 6 6 1 a n d 1 8 8 1 . 
T h e r e b e l l i o n o f t h e f a m o u s s e c r e t s o c i e t y , t h e W h i t e L o t u s sec t , i n 
t h e 1 7 9 0 ' s w a s t h e f i r s t s i g n o f t h e i n c r e a s i n g u n r e s t . J 

* " The Song of the Cloth-Seller," quoted in L i v i n g Issues i n C h i n a , by H . T. 
Hodgkin. 

t T h e Chinese, T h e i r History and C u l t u r e , K . S. Latourette, London, 1934, 
Vol. 2 , P. 8. 

t In China, from the fourth century onwards, secret societies had been the 
main form of organised political opposition. They still exist today. The Kuomin-
tang was originally formed from five patriotic secret societies. In the towns in 
the 20th century secret societies deteriorated, olten assuming the double function 
of Tammany Hall and Al Capone. But in the present war many have taken on 
the patriotic task of murdering puppet officials. In the countryside the societies 
are usually landlord dominated, but in the war many of those societies which are 
primarily peasant societies, e.g., the Red Spears, have formed guerilla units. See 
also Appendix V. 
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F o r e i g n T r a d e 
T h e P o r t u g u e s e w e r e t h e first E u r o p e a n s t o c o m e t o C h i n a b y sea . 

T h e y a r r i v e d i n 1 5 1 1 . T h e y w e r e w e l l r e c e i v e d u n t i l o n e o f t h e i r 
c a p t a i n s t r i e d t o c a r v e a l i t t l e k i n g d o m f o r h i m s e l f o n t h e c o a s t . A f t e r 
t h e m c a m e t h e S p a n i a r d s w h o , f e a r i n g t h e p o w e r o f t h e C h i n e s e i n t h e 
P h i l i p p i n e s , s o o n f e l l t o s l a u g h t e r i n g t h e m t h e r e . I n 1 6 0 3 t h e y k i l l e d 
s o m e 2 0 , 0 0 0 C h i n e s e . T h e S p a n i s h , b r i n g i n g t o b a c c o f r o m t h e i r 
A m e r i c a n c o l o n i e s , i n t r o d u c e d t h e h a b i t o f t o b a c c o s m o k i n g i n t o 
C h i n a . T h e y w e r e f o l l o w e d b y t h e D u t c h , w h o , h a v i n g n o t o b a c c o 
b u t b e i n g a b l e t o ge t o p i u m f r o m I n d i a , m o s t p r o b a b l y i n v e n t e d t h e 
s y s t e m o f o p i u m s m o k i n g . P r e v i o u s l y t h e C h i n e s e , l i k e o t h e r E a s t e r n 
p e o p l e s , h a d n o t s m o k e d o p i u m . T h ; ; y h a d t a k e n i t as a m e d i c i n e o r a 
p i l l t o p r e v e n t m a l a r i a . W h e n t h e B r i t i s h a r r i v e d t h e y a n n o u n c e d 
t h e m s e l v e s b y b o m b a r d i r i g t h e f o r t s o u t s i d e C a n t o n b e c a u s e t h e y w e r e 
k e p t w a i t i n g f o r a p e r m i t . A l l t h e early m e r c h a n t s w a n t e d C h i n e s e 
g o o d s — s i l k s , i teas , c o t t o n s ( n a n k e a n s ) , b u t t h e C h i n e s e d i d n o t w a n t t h e 
g o o d s t h e E u r o p e a n s h a d t o s e l l a n d i n s i s t e d o n b e i n g p a i d i n g o l d a n d 
s i l v e r . E v e n o p i u m w a s n o t a t first a p o p u l a r l i n e t o p u s h . I n 1 7 2 9 , 
w h e n o p i u m s m o k i n g w a s f o r b i d d e n i n C h i n a , i t s i m p o r t w a s s t i l l s m a l l . 

O t h e r t r a d e c o n t i n u e d a n d E u r o p e a n m e r c h a n t s w e r e a l l o w e d t o 
e s t a b l i s h t r a d i n g p o s t s n e a r C a n t o n . " I n E u r o p e t h e r i g h t t o t r a d e w i t h 
C h i n a w a s s o l d b y v a r i o u s g o v e r n m e n t s t o m o n o p o l y c o m p a n i e s , t h u s 
g i v i n g t h e g o v e r n m e n t a s h a r e i n t h e p r o f i t s . I n 1 7 0 2 t h e C h i n e s e 
E m p e r o r a d o p t e d t h e s a m e s y s t e m , g i v i n g o n e m e r c h a n t t h e c o m p l e t e 
m o n o p o l y o f t r a d e w i t h E u r o p e a n s p r o v i d e d h e p a i d o v e r a s u f f i c i e n t 
s h a r e o f h i s p r o f i t s . O p p o s i t i o n o f o t h e r C h i n e s e m e r c h a n t s c h a n g e d 
t h i s l a t e r i n t o a g r o u p m o n o p o l y k n o w n as t h e H o n g . T h e C h i n e s e 
G o v e r n m e n t w a s n o t i n t e r e s t e d i n t r a d e b u t i n r e v e n u e . I t i n c r e a s e d 
t h e c u s t o m s d u t i e s a n d c o n f i n e d a l l E u r o p e a n t r a d e t o C a n t o n i n o r d e r 
t h e b e t t e r t o c o l l e c t i t s r e v e n u e s . B u t s t i l l E u r o p e a n t r a d e r s o f t e n 
m a d e a p r o f i t o f 5 0 0 o r 6 0 0 p e r c e n t o n t h e i r v o y a g e s t o C h i n a , a n d 
t h e C h i n e s e m e r c h a n t s s i m i l a r l y b e c a m e w e a l t h y . 

D u r i n g t h e 1 8 t h c e n t u r y , b y i n c r e a s i n g t h e i r c o n t r o l o v e r I n d i a , t h e 
B r i t i s h m a n a g e d t o s q u e e z e m o s t o f t h e i r r i v a l s o u t o f t h e C h i n a t r a d e . 
T h u s , a t t h e t u r n o f t h e c e n t u r y t h e p o s i t i o n a t C a n t o n w a s o n e o f t w o 
m o n o p o l i e s f a c i n g e a c h o t h e r — t h e C h i n e s e H o n g a n d t h e B r i t i s h E a s t 
I n d i a C o m p a n y . T h e E a s t I n d i a C o m p a n y w a s n o t e n t i r e l y s a t i s f i e d 
w i t h t h e s i t u a t i o n h o w e v e r . I t t r i e d t o find a r o u t e t o C h i n a t h r o u g h 
T i b e t a n d f a i l e d . T w o B r i t i s h m i s s i o n s w e r e s e n t t o t h e E m p e r o r , 
r e f u s e d t o d o t h e c e r e m o n i e s o f t h e C h i n e s e c o u r t a n d r e t u r n e d 
e m p t y h a n d e d . M e a n w h i l e t h e C o m p a n y b e g a n t o e n g a g e i n o p i u m 
siTiuggling i n a b i g w a y , g r o w i n g t h e o p i u m i n I n d i a ( o p i u m w a s a 
c o m p a i i ) m o n o p o l y i n B e n g a l ) a n d s e l l i n g i t i n C h i n a . T h e c h i e f l e g a l 
l i n e o f t r a d e w a s s e l l i n g r a w c o t t o n f r o m I n d i a . I n t h e e a r l y 1 9 t h 
c e n t u r y o p i u m s m u g g l i n g e x p a n d e d r a p i d l y : i n 1 8 1 8 o v e r \i m i l l i o n 
d o l l a r s w o r t h w e r e s m u g g l e d , i n 1 8 1 3 o v e r 1 2 m i l l i o n d o l l a r s w o r t h . * 

* I n t e r n a t i o n a l Relations of the Chinese E m p i r e , H . B. Morse, London. Vol. I , 
P. 90. 
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A f t e r t h e p a s s i n g o f t h e R e f o r m B i l l i n B r i t a i n i n 1 8 3 2 m o n o p o l i e s 
w e r e u n d e r h e a v y fire a n d t h e C o m p a n y ' s e x c l u s i v e m o n o f t o l y o f t h e 
C h i n a t r a d e w a s w i t h d r a w n ; c o n s e q u e n t l y t h e n u m b e r o f B r i t i s h s h i p s 
a t C a n t o n i n c r e a s e d a n d o p i u m s m u g g l i n g s h o t u p . * T h e C h i n e s e 
G o v e r n m e n t t r i e d u n s u c c e s s f u l l y t o s t a m p i t o u t . 

T w o n e w f a c t o r s n o w a p p e a r e d i n t h e s i t u a t i o n . F i r s t , t h e C h i n e s e 
G o v e r n m e n t w e r e s u s p i c i o u s o f B r i t i s h i n t e n t i o n s . I n 1 8 1 6 B r i t i s h 
f o r c e s i n v a d e d N e p a l , b r o k e i t s c o n n e c t i o n s w i t h C h i n a , a n d s e t u p 
a r e s i d e n c y t h e r e . I n 1 8 2 4 t h e y w e n t t o w a r w i t h B u r m a a n d s e i z e d 
t w o c o a s t a l p r o v i n c e s . S e c o n d , o n t h e B r i t i s h s i d e , t h e e n d i n g o f t h e 
m o n o p o l y o f t h e E a s t I n d i a C o m p a n y ' s t r a d e w i t h C h i n a h a d n o t 
e x p a n d e d t h e C h i n a t r a d e e n o u g h t o s u i t L a n c a s h i r e c o t t o n m e r c h a n t s , 
n o w c l a m o u r i n g f o r w i d e r m a r k e t s , w h i l e t h e e n d i n g o f t h e B r i t i s h 
m o n o p l y h a d e n a b l e d t h e H o n g m o n o p o l y t o p u t u p t h e p r i c e s o n 
e x p o r t s b y 2 5 - 5 5 p e r c e n t a n d o n i m p o r t s b y 9 - 1 5 p e r c e n t . I n 1 8 3 9 a n d 
1 8 4 0 t h e c h a m b e r s o f c o m m e r c e o f a l l t h e c h i e f c i t i e s o f B r i t a m c a l l e d 
o n t h e G o v e r n m e n t t o o p e n t h e C h i n a t r a d e . M o r e o v e r , as w a s p o i n t e d 
o u t , s i n c e S i n g a p o r e h a d b e e n t a k e n i n 1 8 1 9 , t h e r e w a s a n a v a l b a s e 
f r o m w h i c h t o a t t a c k C h i n a a n d h e a v i l y - a r m e d B r i t i s h m e n - o f - w a r 
c o u l d e a s i l y d e f e a t t h e l i g h t j u n k s , o f t h e C h i n e s e . T h e r e f o r e , w h e n i n 
1 8 4 0 a d i s p u t e a r o s e i n C a n t o n o v e r o p i u m s m u g g l i n g , t h e t o w n w a s 
b o m b a r d e d , s e i z e d a n d f o r c e d t o r a n s o m i t s e l f . T h i s w a s t h e f i r s t O p i u m 
W a r . I n 1 8 4 2 S h a n g h a i w a s t a k e n . T h u s t h r e a t e n e d , t h e C h i n e s e 
G o v e r n m e n t s i g n e d t h e T r e a t y o f N a n k i n g ( 1 8 4 2 ) , w h i c h w a s " t h e 
f o u n d a t i o n o f a l l f o r e i g n e r s ' r e l a t i o n s w i t h C h i n a , " a n d b y w h i c h five 
C h i n e s e p o r t s , a m o n g t h e m S h a n g h a i , w e r e o p e n e d t o f o r e i g n t r a d e ; 
e x p o r t a n d i m p o r t d u t i e s w e r e r e d u c e d t o a b o u t 5 p e r c e n t ; B r i t i s h 
c i t i z e n s w e r e , w h e n a c c u s e d , t o b e t r i e d b y t h e i r o w n l a w a n d t h e i r o w n 
c o n s u l s ; t h e H o n g w a s a b o l i s h e d a n d , a p a r t f r o m t h e i n d i v i d u a l 
r a n s o m s o f v a r i o u s t o w n s , C h i n a p a i d a h e a v y i n d e m n i t y . N e x t y e a r 
t h e B r i t i s h C o m m e r c i a l T r e a t y ( 1 8 4 3 ) e x t e n d e d B r i t i s h e r s ' p r i v i l e g e s 
b y h a v i n g l a n d se t a p a r t f o r t h e i r r e s i d e n c e , a n d b y a l l o w i n g B r i t i s h 
c r u i s i e r s t o b e s t a t i o n e d i n C h i n e s e p o r t s t o m a i n t a i n o r d e r , t L a t e r , 
w i t h a s m a l l d i s p l a y o f f o r c e , t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s a n d F r a n c e g o t s i m i l a r 
t r e a t i e s . 

T h e B r i t i s h t r e a t y s t a t e d : " R e g a r d i n g t h e p u n i s h m e n t o f E n g l i s h 
c r i m i n a l s , t h e E n g l i s h G o v e r n m e n t w i l l e n a c t t h e l a w s n e c e s s a r y t o 
a t t a i n t h a t e n d a n d t h e c o n s u l w i l l b e e m p o w e r e d t o p u t t h e m i n t o 
f o r c e . " T h e A m e r i c a n t r e a t y s a i d : " C i t i z e n s o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s 
w h o m a y c o m m i t a n y c r i m e i n C h i n a s h a l l b e s u b j e c t t o b e t r i e d a n d 
p u n i s h e d o n l y b y t h e c o n s u l o r o t h e r p u b l i c f u n c t i o n a r y t h e r e t o 
a u t h o r i s e d a c c o r d i n g t o t h e l a w s o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . " N o n e o f t h e s e 
t r e a t i e s l e g a l i s e d t h e o p i u m t r a d e . T h e r e f o r e i t w a s n e c e s s a r y t o 

• In 1 8 3 6 / 7 $ 1 9 . 9 million worth of opium w a s smuggled. 
t It also contained a most favoured nations clause by which all privileges 

extended to other foreign powers were automatically extended to Britain. Other 
powers followed this example so that a gain for one power was a gain for all. 
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i n c l u d e c l a u s e s p r e v e n t i n g t h e C h i n e s e f r o m d e a l i n g w i T h s m u g g l e r s . 
S u c h w e r e t h e f a m o u s " e x t r a - t e r r i t o r i a l " r i g h t s o f f o r e i g n e r s . T h e 
c o n s e q u e n c e o f t h e c l a u s e s , w i t h l a t e r r e f i n e m e n t s , w a s t h a t " b y i t 
( e x t r a - t e r r i t o r i a l i t y ) t h e f o r e i g n r e s i d e n t i n C h i n a i s s u b j e c t t o n o o n e 
p r o v i s i o n o f t h e l a w o f C h i n a , e i t h e r a s t o h i s p e r s o n o r t o h i s p r o p e r t y , 
b u t a t a l l t i m e s a n d i n a l l p l a c e s i s e n t i t l e d t o t h e p r o t e c t i o n o f h i s o w n 
n a t i o n a l l a w a d m i n i s t e r e d b y h i s o w n n a t i o n a l o f f i c i a l s . " * 

T h i s w a s t h e first b r e a c h i n C h i n a ' s d e f e n c e s , b u t f o r e i g n m e r c h a n t s 
w e r e f a r f r o m s a t i s f i e d . 

B r i t i s h a n d l a t e r o t h e r v e s s e l s n o w b e g a n a t r a d e i n C h i n e s e flesh. 
C h i n e s e w e r e l u r e d o r d r u g g e d o r k i d n a p p e d ( S h a n g h a i e d ) o n b o a r d 
B r i t i s h v e s s e l s a n d t h e n s o l d a s c o n t r a c t l a b o u r e r s i n t h e W e s t I n d i e s 
( w h e r e t h e e n d i n g o f t h e s l a v e t r a d e h a d l e f t a n u n s a t i s f i e d d e m a n d f o r 
c h e a p l a b o u r ) , t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s a n d e l s e w h e r e . I n 1 8 5 2 r i o t i n g b r o k e 
o u t i n A m o y a g a i n s t t h e f o r c i b l e a b d u c t i o n o f w h o l e s h i p l o a d s o f 
C h i n e s e , a n d a B r i t i s h n a v a l f o r c e h a d t o b e l a n d e d , f F o r e i g n 
m e r c h a n t s t h e r e f o r e p u t d o w n t h e r i o t o u s b e h a v i o u r o f t h e C h i n e s e as 
o n e i t e m i n t h e i r l i s t o f c o m p l a i n t s . I n a d d i t i o n , c o t t o n m a n u f a c t u r e r s 
w a n t e d s t i l l m o r e p o r t s o p e n e d . 

T h e o p i u m t r a d e c o n t i n u e d : a b o u t a t e n t h o f t h e r e v e n u e o f 
t h e G o v e r n m e n t o f I n d i a d e p e n d e d o n t h i s t r a d e . I n 1 8 5 7 
t h e C h i n e i s e a u t h o r i t i e s i n C a n t o n a r r e s t e d a s m a l l C h i n e s e s m u g g l i n g 
b o a t flying a B r i t i s h flag. T h e B r i t i s h c l a i m e d t h a t e x t r a - t e r r i t o r i a l 
r i g h t s w e n t w i t h t h e flag. T h e y s e i z e d C a n t o n . T h e s e c o n d O p i u m W a r 
b e g a n . T h r e e y e a r s l a t e r B r i t i s h a n d F r e n c h t r o o p s o c c u p i e d P e k i n g 
a n d t h e B r i t i s h t r o o p s w e r e o r d e r e d t o s a c k a n d l o o t t h e f a m o u s 
S u m m e r P a l a c e c o n t a i n i n g p r i c e l e s s t r e a s u r e s . A s a r e s u l t t h e r e 
w e r e f u r t h e r t r e a t i e s . N e w p o r t s w e r e o p e n e d , t h e r e w a s a h e a v y 
i n d e m n i l y , t h e o p i u m t r a d e w a s l e g a l i s e d a n d t h e f o r e i g n c u s t o m s 
w e r e p u t u n d e r t h e c o n t r o l o f a B r i t i s h o f i i c i a L J T h e r i g h t 

' o f f o r e i g n e r s t o t r a v e l e v e r y w h e r e w a s g r a n t e d . C h r i s t i a n p r o p a g a n d a 
w a s p e r m i t t e d a n d t h e C a t h o l i c c h u r c h w a s a l l o w e d t o b u y l a n d . T h e 
e m i g r a t i o n o f c o n t r a c t C h i n e s e l a b o u r t o f o r e i g n l a n d s w a s 
s a n c t i o n e d , p e n a l t i e s w e r e p r o v i d e d f o r a n t i - f o r e i g n " o u t r a g e s , " 
e m b a s s i e s w e r e i n s t a l l e d i n P e k i n g , a n d C h i n a w a s c o m p e l l e d t o a d d 
a F o r e i g n O f f i c e t o h e r o t h e r o r g a n s o f g o v e r n m e n t . T s a r i s t R u s s i a , 
t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s a n d G e r m a n y s o o n s e c u r e d t h e s a m e p r i v i l e g e s . I n 

* H . B . M o r s e , Trade and Administration of China, p . 1 8 3 . 
t T h ' s Ch ' ipse c o n t r a c t l a b o u r s y s t e m w a s s t i l l i n o p e r a t i o n i n t h e 1 9 2 0 ' s . 

Even today Chinese seamen serving on British and o t h e r E u r o p e a n s h i p s h a v e n o t 
e n t i . e l y m a n a g e d t o s m a s n i t s r e m n a n t s . A s l a t e as 1 9 3 9 t h e y h a d t o s i g n c o n ­
tracts binding them to serve a company for two years a t t h e l o w e s t w a g e r a t e s i n 
t h e w o r l d . T h e C h i n e s e s e a m e n ' s a g r e e m e n t o f 1 9 4 2 a n d t h e w a r t i m e r e v i v a l o f 
t h e C h i n e s e S e a m e n ' s U n i o n m a y b e t h e e n d o f t h e s y s t e m . 

t " H a r r y t h e m , h a r r y t h e m e v e r y d a y o f t h e w e e k , " w a s t h e m o t t o o f S i r 
R o b e r t H a r t , t h e s e c o n d o f t h e B r i t i s h C h i e f s o f t h e C h i n e s e M a r i t i m e C u s t o m s , 
f o r d e a l i n g w i t h C h i n e s e . T h e t r e a t i e s r e s u l t i n g f r o m t h e S e c o n d O p i u m W a r 
w e r e t h e T r e a t y o f T i e n t s i n ( 1 8 5 8 ) a n d t h e C o n v e n t i o n o f P e k i n g ( 1 8 6 0 ) . 
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1861 the first foreign " concession," an area of China completely ruled 

foreigners and excluded from Chinese law and government, was 
set up in Ningpo, and this system spread rapidly to most of the ports 
where foreigners had the right to trade. 

The two Opium Wars and the consequent treaties broke the back 
of Manchu China. Needing funds to pay indemnities at a time when 
foreign control of customs rates was cutting down its revenue, the 
Government first began to sell places in the civil service, in all ranks 
save the highest (1843).. Then in 1853, to make up for the dues lost 
at ports, an internal system of taxes on goods in transit inside the 
country (likin) was enforced.* When the people took the opportunity 
to revolt, the Manchus needed foreign help to suppress them, thus 
placing themselves in a state of dependence on foreign aid against the 
people. After the 1870's the Government had to borrow increasingly, 
thereby adding interest paym3nts to its other expenses. To save money 
the irrigation system was allowed to fall into disrepair. Five million 
people died in the winter of 1877-8 in Shensi province alone. There­
after floods and famines were frequent. Foreign merchants were 
always pressing the,r governments for an indemnity from China for 
some damage, fanciful or real, to their goods or property. In 1881 
Japan seized the Liu Chiu islands. Tsarist Russia got an indemnity 
in 1885, there was war (undeclared) with France from 1880 to 1885, 
and with Japan in 1894-5 which led to a further heavy indemnity. By 
1900 loans had been forced on China totalling £54i millions. 
They came chiefly from British and German banks. Interest and 
sinking fund amounted to £3 millions a year out of a revenue of 
£10 millions. In 1902 came the Boxer indemnity. After 1895 the 
budget was never balanced, despite increasing taxation. In 1907 over 
40 per cent of total government income was paid away in indemnity 
payments and in interest on foreign loans. The Manchus had become 
scarely more than an interest-collectirig agency for foreign creditors. 

The early treaties with China had been directed towards opening 
Chinese ports to foreign goods. By the 1870's the increasing pressure 
of world trade led to a drive to open up the interior markets of China. 
By the Chefoo Convention of 1876 Britain secured the right to develop 
trade routes through Burma into Yunnan, and another route through 
Tibet, while British goods, after a small payment, were to be exempted 
from likin. France, to secure her own route into Yunnan, fought the 
five-year war with China which ended by French annexation of 
Annam and Tonkin (Indo-China).t Tsarist Russia pressed into 
Sinkiang. In 1891 the Trans-Siberian railway was begun. America 
opened Korea in 1882, and Britain temporarily seized a port there. 

• Likin was not, as is often said, the result of the Taiping rising, but of the 
opium wars and consequent treaties. Why China Sees Red, Putnam Weale, 
London, 1926, p. 165. 

+ r)..-:-.e this war. 1881-5. oerhaps the first modern strike in China occurred 
when Chlmse labourers refused to work on a damaged French cruiser that put 
into Hong-kong dockyard for repairs. 
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Then interest in China as a market for goods began to change to 

interest in China as a field of capital investments. Financial groups 
of all the powers began to talk of building railways. In 1894 Japan 
struck, declared war on China, defeated her, seized Formosa and the 
Pescadores islands, got a large indemnity and secured permission for 
foreign-owned factories to be set up in China. That started a real 
scramble. Germany took Tsingtao; Britain, Wei Hai Wei and Kowloon; 
France, Kwangchow Wan; Britain secured domination over all the 
Yangtze valley, Germany over Shangtung, Japan over Fukien. With 
this went a scramble for railway concessions and mineral rights. Each 
opportunity provided- by any sign of anti-foreign feeling in China was 
used by the foreign Powers, not just to obtain redress for the victims 
or for the damage done, but to seize new privileges and obtain further 
indemnities. 

The United States during this time (February-December, 1898) had 
been engaged in a war with Spain to wrest from her the Philippines, 
so that it could become the American gateway to China. By the time 
Spain was defeated, and partition of China into spheres of influence 
had been well nigh completed. So, to prevent this ending in the 
division of China into complete colonial areas of the foreign powers, 
the American Government in 1899 announced the " O p e n D o o r " 
doctrine in its first form; this, while recognising spheres of influence, 
declared against further special privileges which would injure the treaty 
rights of other powers. Here the U.S.A. was supported by Britain, who 
feared that further partition would injure her dominant position in 
China as a whole. 

Angered by all this contemptuous humiliation of China, the land­
lord officials of the Manchus tried, in 1899, a last attempt to free them­
selves from the imperiahst shackles closing in on all sides. They 
encouraged a landlord-dominated secret society, " The Society of 
Harmonious Fists," to turn the growing unrest of the peasants into 
a massacre of foreigners resident in North China. This rising, known 
to Europeans as the Boxer Rising led to the occupation of North 
China by the troops of all foreign imperialist powers, under a German 
commander; the largest indemnity in her history (£67^ million) was 
imposed on China and foreign powers gained the right to station 
troops on Chinese soil along the railway between Tientsin and Peking, 
and in Peking itself. 

In 1904 Britain invaded Tibet. In 1904-5 Japan and Tsarist Russia 
fought over Manchuria and Korea, Japan winning and securing a 
special position in Korea and South Manchuria. Between 1908 and 
1910 German, British, French and United States banks formed a Four 
Power Consortium to apportion railway building and other financial 
investments in China. In 1910 Japan finally annexed Korea. By 
that time the Manchu Government in Peking might as well not have 
existed. 
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The Position of tlie People 
It has already been noted that in the closing years of the 18th 

century there were increasing signs of opposition to the Manchus and 
the landlord system on which their power was based. There was 
peasant discontent, the discontent of merchants excluded frofti the 
monopoly trading with foreigners, and discontent among students who 
had failed to secure positions in the civil service. All these factors 
were strong in the South, which, with its trading and mining colonies 
in the South Seas, had different economic interests from the North. 
Also because of the South's rebellious tendencies, there seems always 
to have been discrimination against Southern candidates for the civil 
service. The opposition currents first expressed themselves through 
secret societies like the Triads. The First Opium War added new fuel 
to discontent. In the first place the Manchus had been defeated. Then 
trade had been disturbed, towns held to ransom by the foreigners, the 
country burdened with a heavy indemnity, taxes increased; the dis­
charged soldiers were destimte. The new practice of selling offices 
in the civil service angered the unemployed and poor students. At the 
same time foreign science, learning and social ideas aroused interest 
and many were prepared to use them to remedy domestic ills. 

The various groups and tendencies came together in the great 
Taiping movement, which began in the South. Its leader, Hung Hsiu-
ch'uan, a scholar who had failed in the official examinations in Canton, 
was strongly influenced by Christian teaching and at first preached 
in the countryside, attracting the poor peasants and agricultural 
labourers in great numbers. In 1852 the Taipings, having formed an 
army, began to move north from Kwangsi. In 1852 in South and 
Central China there were tax riots. The Taipings, already in contact 
with the Triads, a union of three secret societies which were strong 
among the middle and lower classes in the towns, joined with the dis­
contented peasantry and advanced easily to the Yangtze. In 1853 they 
established their capital at Nanking and by that year not one of the 
eighteen provinces was wholly under Manchu control. The Taipings 
abolished foot-binding of women, stamped out women and child 
slavery and prostitution, raised women's armies and stressed sex 
equahty. They ended torture and bribery in the courts. They 
destroyed landlordism and the landlords, burning title deeds and 
re-dividing lands according to family need. To end famines they 
established a system of public granaries to store surplus property and 
produce. One of their first acts was to arrange for the publication 
of the Bible in Chinese. They were friendly to foreigners, anxious 
to trade and to learn from European science. While their system of 
government was imperial, officials Uved simply, and at least one 
foreigner who served with them was convinced of their desire to 
establish a more democratic government after the destruction of the 
Manchus. That man, an anonymous British ship's mate, entrusted 
by tb« Taiping? wilh th? task of bringing their story to Europe, was 
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the first representative of a new attitude towards China—that of 
friendship between the peoples.* 

Despite the favourable reports of the early missionaries, and the 
desire of the Taipings to trade, foreign powers and merchants, 
though at first proclaiming neutrality, were against them, primarily 
because from the beginning the Taipings were opposed to the opium 
trade, arnd might regenerate China. In 1853 a rising of the Triads 
in Shanghai gave the British the opportunity to seize control of the 
Chinese customs there. The French, seeking for special privileges, 
also helped the Manchus to restore control over the town. The British 
prevented the Taipings seizing Canton. After 1862, when the Manchu 
Government had agreed to hand over all the maritime customs to 
Britain and had given the foreigners many oth^r privileges, the foreign 
powers had the strongest possible interest in the destruction of the 
Taipings. It was found that their Christianity, first welcomed, was 
but a heresy. General Gordon and others were sent to aid the 
Manchu armies. So were established the first links between internal 
Chinese reactionary forces and foreign external reactionary forces 
which have persisted till today. 

The Taipings, cut off from the sea by foreign action and 
facing an army armed and led by foreign powers, were driven from 
central China (Nanking fell in 1864), their leaders killed in battle or 
executed. Scattered bands held out in the hills of Kwangsi and 
Kwangtung and lived on to form the Black Flag detachments which 
acquitted themselves so notably in resistance to the French conquest 
of Annam in the 1880's. Relations of Sun Yat-sen were Taipings 
and through him and many others the Taiping tradition has influenced 
the modern movement of Chinese nationalism. Their tradition was 
so strong that even in 1898 a brother of the Taiping leader was able 
to lead a rising in Canton. 

After the suppression of the Taipings the Manchu system depended 
on foreign support. The poverty and misery of the peasants increased. 
The whole economy of China was distorted to suit the interests of 
Western traders and, later, financiers. Goods flowed down the rivers 
and out to Europe and America, while foreign yarn and textiles began 
the destruction first of the peasant spinning and then of the peasant 
weaving industries. Chinese traders were reduced to hangers-on of 
foreign firms, compradores, agents. Landlords, too, became dependent 
on foreign firms, their peasants growing export crops on whose sale the 
landlord's rent depended. The growth of railways and the rise of 
foreign-owned textile mills and other factories in the concessions and 
treaty ports began to bring a modern proletariat into existence. The _ 
ruling class, fearing the people and the foreign Powers, was divided " 
between those who opposed the slightest reform, and those who 
believed that foreign education and slight government changes would 

f Hisior) of the Ti-ping Revolution. Anonymous, London, 186§, 
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Strengthen t h e p o s i t i o n o f t h e r u l i n g c l a s s i t s e l f . E x c e p t f o r o n e b r i e f 
. p e r i o d t h e r e a c t i o n a r i e s m a i n t a i n e d t h e u p p e r h a n d t i l l t h e f u r n o f 

t h e c e n t u r y . T h e B o x e r R i s i n g o f 1 8 9 9 - 1 9 0 0 w a s t h e l a s t k i c k o f t h e 
M a n c h u r e a c t i o n a r i e s . 

I l l 
T H E K U O M I N T A N G A N D T H E 1 9 1 1 R E V O L U T I O N 

S l o w l y C h i n a w a s c h a n g i n g . M o d e r n i n d u s t r y b e g a n i n t h e 1 8 6 0 ' s 
w i t h t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a f e w s m a l l w o o l l e n m i l l s , a n d a r s e n a l s 
t o s u p p l y t h e M a n c h u a r m i e s . I n t h e 7 0 ' s a n d 8 0 ' s a t t e m p t s 
w e r e m a d e t o b e g i n C h i n e s e - o w n e d s t e a m s h i p p i n g c o m p a n i e s . I n 
1 8 7 8 t h e K a i U n g c o a l m i n e s w e r e s t a r t e d w i t h B r i t i s h m o n e y , t h o u g h 
n o m i n a l l y C h i n e s e o w n e d . I n 1 8 9 0 t h e first C h i n e s e - o w n e d c o t t o n 
s p i n n i n g m i l l w a s o p e n e d . A f t e r t h e S i n o - J a p a n e s e w a r , w h e n t h e 
f o r e i g n p o w e r s g o t t h e r i g h t t o s e t u p i n d u s t r i e s i n C h i n a , J a p a n a n d 
B r i t a i n e s t a b l i s h e d c o t t o n m i l l s . A l l e a r l y C h i n e s e a t t e m p t s t o s t a r t 
m o d e r n i n d u s t r y m e t w i t h t h e b i t t e r h o s t i l i t y o f f o r e i g n firms a n d 
b a n k s , a n d w e r e p e r p e t u a l l y h a n d i c a p p e d t h r o u g h l a c k o f c r e d i t a n d 
t h e l o w t a r i f f w h i c h b y t r e a t y w a s k e p t a t a l e v e l t o s u i t 
t h e f o r e i g n m e r c h a n t s . B u t C h i n e s e i n d u s t r y s t r u g g l e d o n . I n 1 8 9 7 
c a m e t h e first m o d e m C h i n e s e b a n k , t h e C h i n a C o m m e r c i a l B a n k , 
n o w t h e B a n k o f C h i n a . C h i n e s e s t u d e n t s g o i n g t o J a p a n , 
E u r o p e o r A m e r i c a , b e g a n t o b e a l i v e t o t h e m o d e r n w o r l d . M i s s i o n 
s c h o o l s , a n d l a t e r m o d e r n i s e d g o v e r n m e n t s c h o o l s ( a f t e r t h e e d u c a t i o n 
r e f o r m s o f 1 9 0 2 a n d 1 9 0 5 , w h i c h e n d e d t h e c l a s s i c a l e x a m i n a t i o n s a n d 
i n s t i t u t e d e x a m i n a t i o n s i n m o d e r n s u b j e c t s ) b r o u g h t s o m e W e s t e r n 
e d u c a t i o n t o C h i n a . C h i n e s e m e r c h a n t s o v e r s e a s w e r e d e s i r o u s o f 
r e g e n e r a t i n g t h e i r c o u n t r y . I n 1 8 9 4 S u n Y a t - s e n f o r m e d t h e C h i n a 
R e v i v a l S o c i e t y ( S h i n g C h u n g W e i ) " t o u n i t e t h e p a t r i o t i c C h i n e s e 
p e o p l e , t o c u l t i v a t e t h e a r t s o f w e a l t h a n d p o w e r , f o r t h e p u r p o s e s o f 
r e v i v i n g C h i n a . " I t w a s f o r m e d first i n H o n o l u l u a n d w a s a s e c r e t 
s o c i e t y c o m p o s e d c h i e f l y o f f o r e i g n - t r a i n e d s t u d e n t s a n d y o u n g a r m y 
o f f i c e r s , w i t h t h e b a c k i n g o f b u s i n e s s m e n . L a t e r i n t h e s a m e y e a r , 
t h e y e a r w h i c h m a r k s t h e r e a l b e g i n n i n g o f t h e C h i n e s e n a t i o n a l 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y m o v e m e n t , i t s m e m b e r s t r i e d a n u n s u c c e s s f u l r i s i n g i n 
C a n t o n . G r a d u a l l y i t g r e w b o t h i n C a n t o n a n d S h a n g h a i . I n 1 9 0 5 
i t w a s r e n a m e d t h e T u n g M i n g H w e i ( R e v o l u t i o n a r y A l l i a n c e ) . T h e 
b o y c o t t o n A m e r i c a n g o o d s i n 1 9 0 5 b e c a u s e o f l e g i s l a t i o n a g k i n s t 
C h i n e s e i m m i g r a n t s i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , a n d o n J a p a n e s e g o o d s a n d 
s h i p s i n 1 9 0 8 s h o w e d t h e g r o w t h o f t h e n a t i o n a l m o v e m e n t . I t w o n 
i t s first p a r t i a l v i c t o r y w h e n , i n 1 9 0 8 , t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s G o v e r n m e n t 
h a n d e d b a c k h a l f i t s s h a r e i n t h e B o x e r i n d e m n i t y t o b e s p e n t o n 
e d u c a t i o n i n C h i n a . 

I n 1 9 0 7 t h e M a n c h u G o v e r n m e n t , u n d e r p e r p e t u a l p r e s s u r e f r o m 
f o r e i g n i n t e r e s t s f o r r a i l w a y c o n c e s s i o n s a n d f a c e d w i t h t h e r i s i n g 
h o s t i l i t y o f t h e p e o p l e , t r i e d d e s p e r a t e l y t o m a k e a s h o w o f c o n c e s s i o n s 
b y s e t t i n g u p a s y s t e m o f p r o v i n c i a l c o u n c i l s a n d p r o m i s i n g a p a r l i a ­
m e n t , m o s t l y a p p o i n t e d a n d p u r e l y a d v i s o r y . T n 1 9 1 0 a N a t i o n a l 
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A s s e m b l y m e t b u t , e v e n t h o u g h h a l f G o v e r n m e n t - a p p o i n t e d , i t 
e x p r e s s e d s t r o n g o p p o s i t i o n t o t h e M a n c h u s , d e m a n d i n g a n i m m e d i a t e 
P a r l i a m e n t , t h e e n d o f t h e G o v e r n m e n t ' s l o a n p o l i c y a n d a n t i - o p i u m 
l a w s . E v e n t s , h o w e v e r , h a d g o n e t o o f a r . F r o m 1 9 0 5 - 1 1 t h e r e w e r e 
r i s i n g s a g a i n s t t h e M a n c h u s e v e r y y e a r . I n 1 9 1 1 , w h e n t h e M a n c h u 
G o v e r n m e n t c a n c e l l e d a r a i l w a y p r o j e c t p u t f o r w a r d b y a g r o u p o f 
w e a l t h y C h i n e s e i n c e n t r a l C h i n a i n f a v o u r o f t h e C o n s o r t i u m o f . 
f o r e i g n b a n k s , t h e c o u n t r y w a s r o u s e d t o f u r y . R e v o l t b r o k e o u t i n 
H a n k o w o n O c t o b e r 1 0 t h , w h e n t h e s o l d i e r s r e b e l l e d , a n d i t s p r e a d 
r a p i d l y . C a n t o n a t i d S h a n g h a i w e r e t h e c e n t r e s . A n A s s e m b l y w a s 
f o r m e d o f t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y e l e m e n t s , m o s t l y b u s i n e s s m e n , s t u d e n t s 
a n d a r m y o f f i c e r s . S u n Y a t - s e n , t h e n a b r o a d , w a s r e c a l l e d t o C h i n a . 
W h e n h e a r r i v e d i n D e c e m b e r t o b e c o m e P r o v i s i o n a l P r e s i d e n t o f t h e 
n e w C h i n e s e R e p u b l i c * t h e r e w e r e t w o g o v e r n m e n t s i n C h i n a , t h e 
R e p u b l i c a n G o v e r n m e n t c o n t r o l l i n g t h e c e n t r e a n d t h e S o u t h , a n d t h e 
M a n c h u G o v e r n m e n t i n t h e N o r t h n o w h e a d e d b y Y u a n S h i h - k a i . 

Y u a n w a s o n e o f t h o s e C h i n e s e o f i i c i a l s w h o , h a v i n g d o n e p o o r l y 
i n h i s e x a m i n a t i o n s , w e n t i n t o t h e a r m y . H e h a d a l w a y s s h o w n h i m ­
s e l f a m e n a b l e t o t h e f o r e i g n p o w e r s a n d a f t e r 1 8 9 5 w a s c h o s e n t o 
c o m m a n d t h e s m a l l C h i n e s e a r m y t o b e b u i l t o n m o d e r n l i n e s . t I n 
1 8 9 8 , t h r o u g h f o r e i g n p r e s s u r e , h e w a s m a d e G o v e r n o r o f S h a n t u n g . 
L a t e r h e w a s d i s m i s s e d b y r i v a l s , b u t f a c e d w i t h t h e r i s i n g t h e I m p e r i a l 
G o v e r n m e n t i n 1 9 1 1 c a l l e d h i m b a c k as P r i m e M i n i s t e r . T h e r e v o l u ­
t i o n a r i e s w e r e n o t w e l l o r g a n i s e d , e v e n t h e K u o M i n T a n g o r N a t i o r a l 
P e o p l e ' s P a r t y ( a s t h e T u n g M i n g H w e i w a s n o w c a l l e d ) w a s l o o s e l y 
b u i l t . J N o r h a d t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s t h e m o n e y t o p a y a l a r g e a r m y 
w h i l e l i t t l e w a s d o n e t o r o u s e t h e p e o p l e . B u t i f t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s 
c o u l d n o t p a y a n a r m y n e i t h e r c o u l d t h e b a n k r u p t M a n c h u s . O n l y 
t h e f o r e i g n b a n k e r s w e r e i n a p o s i t i o n t o a d v a n c e t h e m o n e y f o r 
w h i c h b o t h s i d e s w e r e a s k i n g . T h e B r i t i s h C h a m b e r o f C o m m e r c e 
i n S h a n g h a i , r e m e m b e r i n g t h e B o x e r s a n d t h e d i s o r d e r e d s t a t e o f t h e 

* Sun, a great representative of a great people, was the leader of the most 
advanced sections of the revolutionary movement. Their ideas were summed up in 
Sun's phrase, " Other revolutions have been made for the benefit of a hero. Today 
it is a revolution of all the citizens." These sections wrote the clause " Citizens 
shall have the right to elect and be elected " into the Provisional Constitution 
of the Republic, but it never came to anything in the way of actual suffrage, for 
the system of voting adopted by the Republic was indirect and restricted by 
a high property qualification. While in the towns artisans and petty 
bourgeoisie joined the revolutionary armies they were not really represented in 
the Natibnal Revolutionary Assembly and the peasants, though anti-Manchu, 
were not drawn in at all. But a short lived Socialist Party was formed and for 
the first time translations of Marx and Western radical literature began to be 
published. 1912 and 13 saw the beginnings of a strike movement. The Provisional 
Constitution contained the right of association but the later Penal Code made 
strikes illegal. 

t In the ranks of fh'"s a'-mv. f^en or la'er. were found the future war-lords— 
Wu Pei-fu, Sun Ch'uang-fang, Feng Yu-hsiang. 

t The full title now is Chung-kuo Kuo-min-tang, i.e., Central-realm (Middle 
Kingdom, China) Realm-people-association (or party) i.e., Chinese National 
Populist Party. 
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country that was handicapping trade, were against the Manchus, but 
not against Yuan. The British Foreign Secretary, Sir Edward Grey, 
favoured Yuan. The British Consul General arranged an armistice 
between the rebels and Yuan so that negotiations could be opened. 
On February 12th, 1912, the Manchu Emperor abdicated. On 
February 14th Sun Yat-sen, under pressure from the right wing in the 
Revolutionary National Assembly and in the Kuomintang, on behalf 
of the National Assembly, asked Yuan to become President of the 
Chinese Republic. On February 17th, Yuan being in power, the banks 
of the Four Nations Consortium advanced a small loan to the 
Republic* 

After taking over the government Yuan, whose backing in China 
came from the wealthy landlord families and the rich merchants who 
regarded Sun as a dangerous radical, immediately began to execute 
Republican Army leaders and to negotiate for a really big loan. By 
1913 the negotiations were completed for the Reorganisation loan of 
£25 millions. In these negotiations Yuan had agreed to have a foreign 
auditor in the Ministry of Finance, to take a British political adviser, 
a French military adviser, a French controller of the post office, and 
that all customs revenue should be paid direct to the Hongkong and 
Shanghai Bank and to two other foreign banks who would only pass on 
the surplusto the Government after deducting debt payments. In 1913 he 
also agreed to hand over the salt revenues to British control, all revenue 
again being passed direct to the foreign banks. The loan, meant for 
"reorganisation," was mostly squandered. Part of it, together with 
some other advances, was used to crush a further Kuomintang rising. 

The system of foreign control over China was thus completed. 
Treaties opened the ports to foreign trade, gave foreigners extra­
territorial status, and enabled them to live in concessions on Chinese 
soil but quite independent of the slightest Chinese control. Foreign 
troops were stationed in North China. The major part of the central 
government's revenue went to pay foreign indemnities and interest on 
foreign loans. Customs and salt revenues were under complete foreign 
control. The bulk of the railways and the bulk of such modern 
industry as there was, were foreign owned and run. Moreover China's 
whole economy, through a century of pressure, had been co-ordinated 
to foreign needs. If the central government of the Manchus had been 
a rotten shell, that of Yuan was but a figment. 

In 1913 and 14 Yuan elected'himself President for life with the right 
* Though the revolution was therefore defeated we see again in the friendship that Sir James Cantlie in Britain (who rescued Sun from arrest by the Manchu Embassy in London in 1895) and Linebarger in the United States gave to Sun Yat-sen the glimmer of a people's relationship with China. It was Lenin, however, who clearly pointed out the importance of the revolution to the peoples of the world. Selected Works. Vol. IV, pp. 305-311 and 312-313. Lenin forecast the role of Yuan Shih-kai and, analysing the electoral system, noted " a prole­tariat is either non-existent or else quite impotent." See Recent Events and Present Policies in China, J. O. P. Bland, London, 1912, for the steps in the financial negotiations. 
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to appoint his successor, scrapped the Parliament that had emerged 
from 1912 and ruled as a dictator with a puppet council. He declared 
the Kuomintang illegal and executed those of its leaders he could 
catch. To secure his position he appointed military governors, tuchuns, 
drawn from his army, side by side with the civil governors of the 
provinces. In a short time they had ousted the civil governors, or else 
completely dominated them. Below them the Manchu State structure 
was kept practically ictaot. While the loan lasted Yuan could exercise 
some semblance of control. When it was squandered then the " central" 
government had but two sources of revenue: the pittance handed over 
from the foreign banks from customs and salt tax, after the 
deductions for debt instalments and other items; and the 
proceeds of the land tax and likin. But these latter were raised in 
the first place by the district magistrates, who took their own cut and 
then passed something on to the provincial governor. With a strong 
central government and a disciplined civil service this system had 
worked well enough. Now the military provincial governors naturally 
klept back the bulk, if not all, of the revenues for their own provincial 
armies, handing over nothing or almost nothing to the Government. 
They also appointed their own officials. Thus began the system of 
tuchuns, of warlords who worked in agreement with the landlords 
of their particular area.* The Chinese bourgeoisie seemed as far from 
power as before 1911,t and the people were crushed with further 
oppression. By the manipulations of corrupt officials and greedy 
gentry, the remainder of the Government, clan and temple land 
passed almost entirely into private hands and under various pretexts 
peasant owners often suddenly found landlords confiscating their land.} 

This political and military decay of unity was based upon the decen­
tralised nature of the Chinese economy. The economic bonds of 
trade, as distinct from the bonds of water control, had never 
been very strong. Now the main routes of trade were no longer from 
north to south, but down each river valley out to the sea. The struggle 
of the powers for spheres of interest had also increased the tendencies 
to separation ; indeed in each sphere of influence each power tried to 
back its own warlord group—the French did this in Yunnan and 
Kwangsi, the British supported Wu Pei-fu in Central China, the 
Japanese Chang Tso-lin in Manchuria. 

The lopping off of China's outer territories continued. In the 
revolution of 1911 Outer Mongolia had proclaimed its independence, 
but Tsarist Russia used this opportunity to try and bring it under 
her control. After 1913 she stationed Tsarist troops there. The British 

* Though sometimes with merchant and banking support, e.g., in Shansi. 
t The slow growth of the industrial bourgeoisie is shown by the figures for 

cotton spinning mills, 8 in 1896 and 30 in 1916. 
J Agrarian China, p. 2. Yuan died in 1915 after an unsuccessful attempt to make himself Emperor. After his death the nominal Government at Peking was at one time controlled by the Anfu clique of warlords, at another by the Chili group. 
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G o v e r n m e n t d i s c u s s e d t h e p a r t i t i o n i n g o f T i b e t , a n d p u s h e d t h e 
B u r m e s e f r o n t i e r b a c k s o t h a t i t i n c l u d e d t h o u s a n d s o f s q u a r e m i l e s 
o f f o r m e r C h i n e s e a n d T i b e t a n t e r r i t o r y . S t a n d a r d O i l s e c u r e d p r o s ­
p e c t i n g r i g h t s f o r o i l i n C h i n a . J a p a n , b a s i n g h e r s e l f o n t h e S o u t h 
M a n c h u r i a n R a i l w a y , w a s s t e a d i l y a d v a n c i n g h e r c o n t r o l i n t h a t a r e a . 
• I n a n a t t e m p t t o c o m p e l t h e p e a s a n t s t o a d j u s t t h e m s e l v e s m o r e 
c l o s e l y t o t h e n e e d s o f f o r e i g n f i r m s , Y u a n d e c r e e d t h a t i n f u t u r e t h e 
l a n d t a x m u s t b e p a i d i n m o n e y , n o t k i n d . T h e p e a s a n t s , t h u s f o r c e d 
t o s e l l p a r t o f t h e i r p r o d u c e f o r m o n e y , f e l l i n t o t h e h a n d s o f f o r e i g n 
f i r m s w h o w e r e i n t e r e s t e d i n s p e c i a l c o m m e r c i a l c r o p s . T h u s t h e 
B r i t i s h A m e r i c a n T o b a c c o C o m p a n y w a s a b l e t o g e t p e a s a n t s i n l a r g e 
a r e a s . o f N o r t h C h i n a t o t u r n o v e r t o t o b a c c o g r o w i n g . O n c e t h e y 
h a d b e g u n t h e y l a c k e d t h e r e s o u r c e s t o t u r n b a c k t o t h e i r o l d c r o p s 
a n d , as t h e y w e r e c o m p l e t e l y d e p e n d e n t o n t h e i r s a l e s o f t o b a c c o , t h e 
c o m p a n y c o u l d p a y t h e m w h a t l o w p r i c e s i t l i k e d . L a n d l o r d s a n d 
l o c a l o f f i c i a l s w h o p r o f i t e d b y t h e s y s t e m s u p p o r t e d i t . 

W h a t h a d p r e v e n t e d t h e c o m p l e t e s u b j u g a t i o n o f C h i n a b e f o r e t h e 
1 9 1 4 - 1 9 1 8 W a r h a d b e e n t h e j e a l o u s y b e t w e e n t h e f o r e i g n i m p e r i a l i s t 
p o w e r s . C h i n a w a s s o g r e a t a p r i z e t h a t f o r o n e t o a c t o u t o f s t e p 
w i t h t h e o t h e r s w o u l d h a v e b e e n t o i n v i t e w a r . T h e p o l i c i e s o f t h e 
p o w e r s t o w a r d s C h i n a w e r e m a t t e r s o f p e r p e t u a l l y u n s t a b l e a g r e e m e n t s 
i n f l u e n c i n g a n d i n f l u e n c e d b y a r r a n g e m e n t s a n d r i v a l r i e s e l s e w h e r e . * 
B u t t h e w a r o f 1 9 1 4 - 1 9 1 8 a l t e r e d t h e w h o l e b a l a n c e o f p o w e r i n C h i n a . 
G e r m a n y w a s c u t o f f . B r i t a i n , F r a n c e , R u s s i a , a n d l a t e r t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s , w e r e s t r a i n i n g t h e i r u t m o s t i n E u r o p e . J a p a n , a s t h e a l l y o f t h e s e 
p o w e r s , w a s l e f t w i t h a l m o s t a f r e e field. S h e first s e i z e d S h a n t u n g , t h e 
G e r m a n d o m i n a t e d p r o v i n c e . I n 1 9 1 5 s h e p r e s e n t e d C h i n a w i t h 
T w e n t y - o n e D e m a n d s g i v i n g h e r a l l G e r m a n y ' s p r i v i l e g e s i n S h a n t u n g , 
c o n f i r m i n g J a p a n ' s " c o n t r o l i n S o u t h M a n c h u r i a , g i v i n g h e r t h e r i g h t t o 
l e a s e l a n d t h e r e , a l l o w i n g h e r t o p e n e t r a t e I n n e r M o n g o l i a , g i v i n g 
h e r s p e c i a l r i g h t s i n F u k i e n , a n d c o n t r o l o v e r t h e o n e i r o n a n d s t e e l 
w o r k s i n C h i n a , t h e H a n y e h p i n g w o r k s a t W u h a n . O n l y A m e r i c a n 
p r e s s u r e s a v e d C h i n a f r o m t h e o t h e r d e m a n d s w h i c h g a v e J a p a n t h e 
r i g h t t o c o n t r o l a l l f o r e i g n a d v i s e r s a p p o i n t e d b y t h e C h i n e s e 
G o v e r n m e n t . 

I n 1 9 1 7 a r d 1 9 1 8 J a p a n w a s a b l e t o f o r c e o n C h i n a t h e N i s h i h a r a 
l o a n s a n d , u n d e r t h e p r e t e x t o f j o i n i n g i n t h e w a r s a g a i n s t t h e S o v i e t s , 
t o o c c u p y a l l M a n c h u r i a a n d I n n e r M o n g o l i a a n d g a i n c o n t r o l o v e r 
t r a i n i n g a n d a r m i n g t h e C h i n e s e a r m y . T h o u g h C h i n a w a s o n e o f 
t h e A l l i e s , t h e T r e a t y o f V e r s a i l l e s c o n f i r m e d t h e J a p a n e s e o c c u p a t i o n 
o f S h a n t u n g a n d d i d n o t h i n g t o l i m i t J a p a n ' s c o n t r o l o f N o r t h C h i n a . 
T h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l h u m i l i a t i o n a n d s u b j e c t i o n o f C h i n a h a d r e a c h e d i t s 
p e a k . 

* How important China was in these rivalries is shown by a letter from the 
German Kaiser to Theodore Roosevelt in 1905. " My people are sure that 
England would now back France in a war against Germany, not on account ot 
Morocco, but of German policy in the Far East." At that time German 
imperialists, through their banks in China, were trying to undermine Britain's hold. 
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S i m i l a r l y w h a t l i t t l e s e m b l a n c e o f a u t h o r i t y Y u a n S h i h - k a i h a d e x e r ­
c i s e d o v e r t h e p r o v i n c e s h a d e n d e d w i t h h i s d e a t h , a n d C h i n a f e l l a 
c o m p l e t e p r e y t o t h e w a r l o r d s . U n d e r t h e A n f u c l i q u e t h e G o v e r n ­
m e n t i n P e k i n g w a s b u t a p u p p e t o f J a p a n . T h e i n t e r n a l d i s i n t e g r a t i o n 
o f C h i n a h a d r e a c h e d i t s l o w e s t d e p t h s . 

T h e o n c e p r o u d C e l e s t i a l E m p i r e , t h e M i d d l e K i n g d o m , t h e c e n t r e 
o f c i v i l i z a t i o n , r u p t u r e d b y t h e p e n e t r a t i o n o f i m p e r i a l i s t e c o n o m y first 
i n i t s s e a r c h f o r m a r k e t s a n d t h e n f o r s p h e r e s o f i n v e s t m e n t ; b o u n d 
a n d h u m i l i a t e d b y a m a s s o f t r e a t i e s ; w i t h s o m e o f h e r t e r r i t o r y 
w r e s t e d f r o m h e r a s c o l o n i e s , c o n c e s s i o n s a n d n a v a l ba se s ; w i t h 
f o r e i g n t r o o p s o n h e r s o i l a n d f o r e i g n n a v i e s p a t r o l l i n g h e r w a t e r s 
a n d r i v e r s ; w i t h f o r e i g n e r s l o r d i n g i t o v e r h e r p e o p l e w h o m t h e y 
r e g a r d e d as i n f e r i o r s ; h e r s e l f a p r e y t o w a r l o r d s a n d i n t e r n a l o p p r e s ­
s i o n a n d c h a o s — ^ h a d b e c o m e a p l a y t h i n g o f t h e P o w e r s . H e r p e a s a n t s 
w e r e t i e d t o f o r e i g n firms, h e r p e a s a n t h a n d i c r a f t s f a s t d i s a p p e a r i n g 
b e f o r e i m p o r t e d g o o d s , h e r w o r k e r s e m p l o y e d i n f o r e i g n firms, a n d 
h e r c e n t r a l g o v e r n m e n t w a s b u t a fiction m a i n t a i m e d b y t h e P o w e r s 
f o r t h e i r o w n c o n v e n i e n c e . O l d C h i n a h a d b e e n d e s t r o y e d . * . 

" N o d o g s o r C h i n e s e a l l o w e d , " r a n a n o t i c e i n a S h a n g h a i p a r k . 

T W O 

T H E F I G H T A G A I N S T THE W A R L O R D S A N D THE 
F O R E I G N I M P E R I A L I S T S 

" I am Chang from the foundries 
On strike in the streets of Shanghai 
For the sake of the Revolution 
I fight, I starve, I die."t 

A f t e r t h e f a i l u r e o f t h e 1 9 1 1 - 1 2 r e v o l u t i o n t h e K u o m i n t a n g h a d 
f o u g h t a r e a r g u a r d a c t i o n . I t s r i s i n g a g a i n s t Y u a n i n 1 9 1 3 h a d f a i l e d , 
b u t i n 1 9 1 5 i t h a d p i a y e d a p a r t i n f r u s t r a t i n g Y u a n ' s s c h e m e s t o b e c o m e 
E m p e i r o r . I n 1 9 1 8 , w h e n t h e p r o - J a p a n e s e c l i q u e o f w a r l o r d s 
d r o v e f r o m P e k i n g t h e n o m i n a l P r e s i d e n t o f C h i n a , L i , w h o s u c c e e d e d 

* The special rights of foreigners included (1) trial by their own consuls and by 
their own law; (2) their own semi-independent states—i.e., possessions and settle­
ments ; (3) colonies taken from Chinese territory, e.g., Hongkong; (4) garrisons, 
naval bases and navies on Chinese soil or in Chinese waters; (5) the foreign-
controlled Legation Quarter in the Chinese capital (Peking); (6) foreign-owned 
and controlled ra'lways and factories; (7) the demilitarisation of certain areas of 
China; (8) foreign control of the tariff rate and of the Maritime Customs Depart­
ment, the Salt Revenue Department, and the Post Office; (9) foreign advisers 
appointed to other Government departments; (10) special mining and other rights. 
All these were restrictions on China's independence. At the same time China 
nominally stUl maintained her own government, so she was not a colony. This 
is what is meant when it is said that China was then a semi-colony, neither 
independent nor yet a complete colony. 

t " To L f nin," poem by Langston Hughes. 
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on Yuan's death, he and the remnants of the 1912 Parhament fled to 
Canton, there to set up a government. It did not last long, but on the 
basis of its remnants and of the newly growing strength of the 
Kuomintang a new government was . formed there which, in 1921, 
elected Dr. Sun Yat-sen President of China. However, at first, it 
scarcely controlled even Kwangtung province. Thus there were again 
two Governments in China. 

Meanwhile events inside and outside China were awakening a power­
ful national movement. 

One of the first acts of the Soviet Government in 1917 was to 
denounce all unequal treaties with China. Though Japan and the 
Allied governments tried to suppress the news it could not be hidden. 
This declaration, making the first real breach in ,the system of foreign 
domination of China, opening the way to the treatment of her as an 
equal among the nations, exercised, an enormous and constant effect on 
Chinese politics. At last there had appeared one great state friendly 
to China.* 

When in May, 1919, it became known in China that, the Chinese 
delegations from the Peking and Canton Governments to the Versailles 
Peace Conference, due to the attitude of the Canton delegation, had 
both refused to sign the Versailles Treaty because it handed over 
Shantung to Japan, there were immediate and spontaneous demonstra­
tions throughout the country. Fifteen thousand students came out on 
the streets of Peking and stormed the Government offices, crying out 
for the dismissal of the pro-Japanese ministers who were selling the 
country. 

In 1915 the first trade union in China had been organised at Hong­
kong. It was the first real, organised sign of life of the new proletariat. 
Now the workers joined the students in the streets. By June 4th 1,000 

* Negotiations to end the treaties were actually begun in December, 1917, but 
in the following March Japan and the Allies forced the Peking Government to 
withdraw its ambassador from Moscow, to break off relations with the U.S.S.R., 
and to continue paying the Tsarist portion of the Boxer indemnity to the White-
guards. Soviet declarations attempting to resume negotiations were made in 
1919 and 1920. The first point in the 1920 declaration read: " The Government 
of the Russian Socialist Federated Soviet Republic declares void all treaties 
.concluded by the former Government of Russia in China, renounces all the 
annexations of Chinese territority, all the concessions in China, and returns to 
China free of charge, and for ever, all that was ravenously taken from her by the 
Tsar's Government and by the Russian bourgeoisie." (Quoted V. A. Yaktonoff, 
/?Hs?ifl and the Soviet Union in the Far East, London, 1932.) But it was not until 
1924 that, with Dr. Wellington Koo as Foreign Minister, the Peking Government 
reooeed ne<jot ations. Then a new treaty and a number of declarations were made 
by which the above was put into effect, the Tsarist share of the Boxer indemnity 
used for Chinese education and the previously Tsarist Chinese Eastern Railway 
by agreement put under joint control. Also, in August, 1917, after her declaration 
of war on Germany and Austria-Hungary, China ended their concessions and 
unequal Treaties. These cancellations were confirmed in the 1921 Sino-German 
Treaty. 
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students were under arrest, but as the men were jailed the women 
students took their places. A mass boycott of Japan was proclaimed, 
and spread like fire. In June the workers in Japanese and other 
foreign-owned mills in Shanghai struck, and were followed by the 
workers in Peking and Tsingtao. In a short while three pro-Japanese 
ministers were forced to resign and the Chinese delegations at Versailles 
stood their ground. So powerful was the boycott that by January next 
year the Japanese Government itself was prepared to reconsider these 
clauses of the Versailles Treaty. But the Chinese refused anything 
except full cancellation. 

The Labour movement developed rapidly and by the end of 1919 
there were over 20 trade unions of a kind in Canton and over 50 in 
Shanghai, though they were mostly small. In 1920 May Day was 
celebrated in China for the first time. In 1921 the Shanghai General 
Labour Union was formied. Next year the great and successful Hong­
kong Seamen's strike occurred, when all Hongkong workers came out 
in sympathy. In that year, too, the first Chinese National Labour Con­
ference was held in Canton. The movement, however, received a severe 
check when in 1923 the warlord Wu Pei-fu shot down a congress of 
railway workers and there began a period of repression everywhere 
outside Canton. 

These years were also marked by one of the greatest literary 
renaissances of modem times. In 1917 a group of young scholars in 
Peking discarded the old classical language and literary forms and 
began to writs in the language of the people of North China {pai-hua). 
Two of its leaders were Hu Shih (till recently Ambassador in the 
U.S.A.) and Lu Hsiin (after whom the North-Western Academy of Arts 
is named). The third was Chen Tu-hsiu. This renaissance exercised 
a powerful inspiration amongst the students and is still flowering 
today.* At this time, too, the modern Chinese women's movement 
was born, with its demands for s;ex equality and the end of foot binding 
and the old marriage system. Out of the demonstrations of 1919 and 
1920 there also arose the organised students' unions which have played 
so considerable a part in the national revolutionary movement. 

The American Congress had likewise refused to ratify the 
Versailles Treaty. Awakened by the extent of Japanese ambitions in 
China and Siberia and desiring to break Anglo-Japanese co-operation, 
the United States Government summoned the Washington Conference 
in 1921. Faced with the Chinese boycott, the increasing defeats of 
the Japanese occupation forces in Siberia,! and the threat of American 

* See Living China, ed. Edgar Snow, London, 1936, for examples of the 
writings of some of the leaders of the movement. 

t Aid al'io in Outer Mongol'a where in 1921 Japanese and White Russian puppet 
governments were overthrown. The people of Outer Mongolia, led by the 
Mongolian People's Revolutionary Party, set up the autonomous Republic of 
Outer Mongolia in 1924 which, outside the U.S.S.R., ii the most democratic and 
progressive State in Asia. In 1936 it signed a Pact of Mutual Defence with the 
U.S.S.R. (See Russia, Japan and Mongolia, G. D . R. Phillips, London, 1942.) 
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s a n c t i o n s u n l e s s s h e c l i m b e d d o w n , t h e J a p a n e s e G o v e r n m e n t g a v e 
w a y a n d a g r e e d t o w i t h d r a w f r o m S h a n t u n g , N o r t h e r n M a n c h u r i a a n d 
S i b e r i a , w h i l e t h e A n g l o - J a p a n e s e A l l i a n c e w a s n o m i n a l l y e n d e d . T h e 
o u t c o m e o f t h i s C o n f e r e n c e w a s t h e F o u r P o w e r N a v a l P a c t , e s t a b l i s h i n g 
t h e 5 : 5 : 3 n a v a l r a t i o b e t w e e n U . S . A . , B r i t a i n a n d J a p a n ; a n d t h e N i n e 
P o w e r T r e a t y , w h i c h a g r e e d " t o r e s p e c t t h e s o v e r e i g n t y , t h e i n d e ­
p e n d e n c e , a n d t h e t e r r i t o r i a l a n d a d m i n i s t r a t i v e i n t e g r i t y o f C h i n a ; a n d 
t o p r o v i d e t h e f u l l e s t a n d m o s t u n e m b a r r a s s e d o p p o r t u n i t y t o C h i n a 
t o d e v e l o p a n d m a i n t a i n f o r h e r s e l f a n e f f e c t i v e a n d s t a b l e g o v e r n m e n t , 
t o u s e t h e i r i n f l u e n c e f o r t h e p u r p o s e o f m a i n t a i n i n g t h e p r i n c i p l e o f 
e q u a l o p p o r t u n i t y f o r t h e c o m m e r c e a n d i n d u s t r y o f a l l n a t i o n s 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e t e r r i t o r y o f C h i n a , " a n d t o s t o p s e e k i n g s p e c i a l r i g h t s . 
B u t t h e p r e v i o u s u n e q u a l t i ' e a t i e s , i n d e m n i t i e s a n d I h e c u s t o m s , 
s a l t a n d o t h e r c o n t r o l s r e m a i n e d i n t a c t , t h e J a p a n e s e w e r e a l l o w e d t o 
r e t a i n a l l n e w l y a c q u i r e d s p e c i a l r i g h t s i n S o y t h e r n M a n c h u r i a , a n d 
C h i n a h a d t o p a y J a p a n 1 4 m i l l i o n g o l d y e n f o r t h e p r i v i l e g e o f h a v i n g 
S h a n t u n g h a n d e d b a c k t o h e r . F o r t e n y e a r s t h e s e t w o t r e a t i e s r u l e d 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l a f f a i r s i n t h e P a c i f i c . 

T h e W a s h i n g t o n T r e a t y c a m e i n t o f o r c e i n 1 9 2 2 . T h a t s a m e y e a r 
t h e K u o m i n t a n g G o v e r n m e n t i n C a n t o n , u s i n g h i r e d t r o o p s , l a u n c h e d 
a n o r t h e r n c a m p a i g n w h i c h w a s t o u n i f y C h i n a u n d e r K u o m i n t a n g 
r u l e . I t w a s a f i a s c o . T h e l e a d e r s o f t h e h i r e d t r o o p s w e r e l i t t l e 
b e t t e r t h a n w a r l o r d s w h o , m a k i n g a r r a n g e m e n t s w i t h t h o s e a g a i n s t 
w h o m t h e y w e r e s u p p o s e d t o f i g h t , f o u n d t h e y c o u l d p r o f i t b y t u r n i n g 
a g a i n s t D r . S u n . H e n a r r o w l y e s c a p e d f r o m C a n t o n w i t h h i s l i f e . 
T h e K u o m i n t a n g , t h e l e a d e r o f t h e n e w b o u r g e o i s i e , f o u n d i t h a d t o 
p l a n a g a i n . N e x t y e a r , h o w e v e r , K u o m i n t a n g f o r c e s u n d e r t h e l e a d e r -
s h i p o f C h i a n g K a i - s h e k * a n d o t h e r s m a n a g e d t o r e - e s t a b l i s h t h e m s e l v e s 
i n C a n t o n a n d t h e w a y w a s o p e n e d f o r a t r e m e n d o u s l y c r e a t i v e p e r i o d 
f o r t h e w h o l e n a t i o n a l m o v e m e n t . 

T h e C o m m u n i s t P a r t y o f C h i n a h a d s t a r t e d i n 1 9 2 1 , a n d t h o u g h 
s m a l l a n d s h o w i n g m a n y w e a k n e s s e s i n r e g a r d t o w o r k a m o n g t h e 
p e a s a n t r y , i t w a s v e r y e n e r g e t i c . I n t h e t o w n s t h e w o r k e r s w e r e g r o w ­
i n g m o r e c l a s s - c o n s c i o u s a n d b e g i n n i n g t o o r g a n i s e . E v e n t h e c o u n t r y ­
s i d e w a s s t i r r i n g . T h e d e f e a t i n 1 9 2 2 a n d a g r e a t d e m o n s t r a t i o n 
o f B r i t i s h , F r e n c h , U n i t e d S t a t e s , J a p a n e s e , P o r t u g u e s e a n d I t a l i a n 
w a r s h i p s o u t s i d e C a n t o n i n 1 9 2 4 , m a d e t h e K u o m i n t a n g l e a d e r s , a l r e a d y 
i m p r e s s e d w i t h t h e g r e a t successes o f t h e S o v i e t U n i o n , d e c i d e t o 
l a u n c h o u t o n n e w l i n e s . T h e y h a d r e a l i s e d e a r l i e r t h a t t o b u i l d a 
m o d e r n a r m y t h e y n e e d e d f o r e i g n a d v i c e . I n 1 9 2 3 S u n h a d s e n t a 
f r i e n d , M o r r i s C o h e n , t o r e c r u i t a r m y o f f i c e r s i n C a n a d a a n d t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s , b u t t h o u g h m a n y a g r e e d t o servie , t h e i r G o v e r n m e n t s f o r b a d e 

* Chiang Kai-shek, as a young officer, had joined the 1911 revolution. He was 
not, as is sometimes stated, the son of a poor peasant, but came from a rich 
peasant-small landlord family with minor official connections. In social origin, 
early career and position in the revolutionary movement at this time he had some 
similarities with Napoleon, up to and including the " whiff of grapeshot." 
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t h e m t o l e a v e . , T h e K u o m i n t a n g t h e r e f o r e t u r n e d t o t h e S o v i e t U n i o n , 
w h o s e s y m p a t h y f o r C h i n a h a d b e e n s h o w n c o n s i s t e n t l y s i n c e 1 9 1 7 
a n d f o r w h i c h S u n h a d a g r e a t a n d g r o w i n g a d m i r a t i o n . M a n y S o v i e t 
a r m y o f h c e r s w e r e w i l l i n g t o h e l p a n d w e n t t o C a n t o n i n a p r i v a t e 
c a p a c i t y . A f e w a i r i n s t r u c t o r s c a m e f r o m W e i m a r G e r m a n y a l s o . 
B o r o d i n w a s i n v i t e d t o c o m e a r d a d v i s e t h e K u o m i n t a n g , a n d t w o 
A m e r i c a n s w e r e a s k e d t o h e l p w i t h p u b l i c i t y . C h i a n g K a i - s h e k p a i d a 
f o u r m o n t h s ' v j s i t t o t h e S o v i e t U n i o n . 

T o e s t a b l i s h i t s e l f a s t h e e f f i c i e n t l e a d e r o f t h e n a t i o n a l m o v e m e n t , 
t h e K u o m i n t a n g c a l l e d a R e o r g a n i s a t i o n C o n f e r e n c e i n 1 9 2 4 . I t s 
d e c l a r a t i o n o f p o l i c y b e g a n b y a n a l y s i n g t h e s t a t e o f C h i n a , s a y i n g : 
" T h e s m a l l m e r c h a n t s a r e b e c o m i n g b a n k r u p t ; t h e s m a l l h a n d i c r a f t 
w o r k e r s a r e l o s i n g t h e i r w o r k , d e g e n e r a t i n g i n t o v a g r a n t s a n d b a n d i t s ; 
a n d t h e f a r m e r s , u n a b l e t o t i l l t h e i r o w n l a n d , a r e s e l l i n g o u t a t c h e a p 
p r i c e s , a s t h e c o s t o f l i v i n g i s b e c o m i n g d e a r e r a n d t h e t a x e s a r e 
b e c o m i n g h e a v i e r . S u c h c o n d i t i o n s o f d e s o l a t i o n a r e f o u n d o n e v e r y 
h a n d . " T h e n t h e C o n f e r e n c e , r e c o g n i s i n g t h a t " o n l y i f t h e p e a s a n t s 
a n d w o r k e r s j o i n i n c a n t h e n a t i o n a l r e v o l u t i o n b e v i c t o r i o u s , " 
o p e n e d t h e r a n k s t o p e a s a n t s a n d w o r k e r s , a n d g a v e t h e p a r t y d e f i n i t e 
s h a p e w i t h a C o n g r e s s e l e c t e d b y t h e m e m b e r s h i p a n d a 
C e n t r a l E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e e l e c t e d b y C o n g r e s s t o h o l d a l l 
p o w e r b e t w e e n C o n g r e s s e s . T h e C . E . C . , i n t u r n , e l e c t e d a P o l i t i c a l 
C o u n c i l o f n i n e t o h a n d l e d a y - t o - d a y m a t t e r s , a n d i t a l s o c h o s e t h e 
m e m b e r s o f t h e N a t i o n a l G o v e r n m e n t i n C a n t o n , w h o m i g h t o r 
m i g h t n o t b e m e m b e r s o f t h e P o l i t i c a l C o u n c i l . T h e s y s t e m o f h i r i n g 
m e r c e n a r y t r o o p s w a s e n d e d . I n s t e a d t h e first N a t i o n a l A r m y i n 
C h i n e s e h i s t o r y , a n e w a r m y o f v o l u n t e e r s t r a i n e d i n t h e p r i n c i p l e s 
o f t h e K u o m i n t a n g — N a t i o n a l i s m , D e m o c r a c y , a n d P e o p l e ' s L i v e l i ­
h o o d — w a s b r o u g h t i n t o b e i n g a n d t h e W h a m p o a M i l i t a r y C o l l e g e 
se t u p . T h e s e t h r e e p r i n c i p l e s o f S u n Y a t - s e n w e r e m o r e c o n c i s e l y 
e x p r e s s e d i n t h e p a r t y p r o g r a m m e o f 1 9 2 4 as e q u a l i s a t i o n o f l a n d h o l d ­
i n g s , t h e n a t i o n a l i s a t i o n o f l a r g e i n d u s t r i e s a n d p u b l i c u t i l i t i e s , t h e 
e n c o u r a g e m e n t o f s t a t e - o w n e d c a p i t a l , t h e e n d i n g o f a l l u n e q u a l 
t r e a t i e s , f r e e d o m o f s p e e c h , o f p r e s s a n d a s s e m b l y , t h e o r g a n i s a t i o n 
o f p e a s a n t u n i o n s a n d t r a d e u n i o n s , t h e s e ' f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f a l l 
n a t i o n s w i t h i n C h i n a ( M o n g o l s , T i b e t a n s , e t c . ) , * t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f 
u n i v e r s a l s u f l ' r a g e , s e x e q u a l i t y i n a l l i t s a s p e c t s , a n d e n e r g e t i c e f f o r t s 
f o r u n i v e r s a l e d u c a t i o n . T h u s t h e K u o m i n t a n g c e a s e d t o b e a l o o s e 
g r o u p o f m e r c h a n t s , i n d u s t r i a l i s t s , i n t e l l e c t u a l s a n d s t u d e n t s a n d 
b e c a m e a m a s s p a r t y l e a d i n g a n a t i o n a l r e v o l u t i o n a r y m o v e m e n t . . T h e 
i m m e d i a t e o b j e c t s , a s se t o u t i n t h e P a r t y M a n i f e s t o o f J a n u a r y 2 3 r d , 

* China is a land of various peoples. The Han or Chinese proper are the great 
majority. The Mongols, Tibetans, and various Turkic (Mohammedan) peoples 
also form large national groups; Mongolia and Tibet being distinct national areas. 
In Sinkiang two-thirds of the people are non-Chinese. In Kansu and Shansi the 
Hoyan people form a large national group, while in the South-West are the Tai 
people, the Mons (Miao), the Nosu (Lolo"), the Yaos and smaller groupings. 
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1924, were to drive out the militarists, reduce rents and extend demo­
cratic rights and organisations.* 

To achieve such a programme would have meant a tremendous 
advance for the whole people, and the Communist Party of China had 
no hesitation in declaring its support. In August, 1924, Ihe Kuomin-
tang decided to allow Communists to become individual members of 
the Kuomintang and be elected to all positions, while the Communist 
Party maintained its own individual organisation. Its slogan was, 
" March separately, strike together." Such independent organisa­
tion was made necessary by the separate interests of the 
workers in the general national movement and because the com­
promising position of the Chinese capitalists in the revolution was 
foreseen, from the experiences of China in 1911 as well as the 
experiences of other countries, f 

With their new legal position trade unions and peasant associations 
grew rapidly. The Communist Party, which at the beginning of 1925 
had 800 members, by the end of the year had grown to 3,500. The 
trade unions grew from 270,000 members in May, 1924, to 540,000 in 
May, 1925. The rising cost of living in the towns was leading to a 
renewal of working-class activity. In May, 1925, in a strike in 
Shanghai, a Japanese foreman killed a Chinese worker. Students and 
workers, demonstrating against this, were shot down by the Shanghai 
Settlement police. Shanghai came out on general strike, with national, 
political and economic demands. Hankow and Canton followed. A 
demonstration in Canton was fired on by troops from the Anglo-French 
concession. Hongkong went on general strike.J Workers' guards 
were formed in Canton. In 1925' the second National Labour 
Conference set up the All-China Federation of Trade Unions. The 
country was set for a great effort. 

In June, 1926, the Nationalist armies began to advance northwards 
from Canton to clear the country of warlords and to end the unequal 
treatment of China. On July 11th they were outside Changsha. In 
August, Feng Yu-hsiang, who had become steadily more progressive, 
declared for the National cause.§ By October Uth all the Wuhan 

* After its 1924 Conference the Kuomintang was not a party in the strict sense 
of the word, but an organisation uniting members and representatives of different 
classes. 

t See " The Political Tasks of the University of the Peoples of the East," a 
speech by J. V. Stalin, May, 1925, in Marxism and the National and Colonial 
Question. Joseph Stalin, p. 189. 

X The Hongkong strike was not called ofiE till October, 1926. It was the longest 
strike in the world. 

§ Feng was previously a subordinate of the warlord Wu Pei-fu and known as 
the Christian General. Discipline in his armies was better than in most and he 
sought a social purpose. He organised political. work among his troops, put 
forward progressive slogans, and visited the U.S.S.R. 
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cities, Hankow, Wuchang, Hanyang,* were in the hands of the National 
forces, and Chiang Kai-shek was advancing down the Yangtze towards 
Nanking and Shanghai. 

In the wake of the advancing Nationalist armies peasants organised 
themselves into unions, disarming the armed landlord militia (called 
Mintuan) that had been the basis of each landlord's private power;t 
in the towns workers formed trade unions and won wage increases; 
in front of the armies went propagandists who, on the basis of the 
1924 programme, aroused the people. The Nationalist Army itself, 
even though political education within it was uneven, was a new army 
proudly fighting for principles. Though poorly equipped, even by 
Chinese standards, its morale gave it victory. Under the banner of th« 
united National Movement the whole country was awakening. New 
vistas of freedom and prosperity were opening out as the old forces 
of reaction—the warlord armies and the landlord guards—went down 
one by one. 

But even in 1924 there had been a group of old Kuomintang mem­
bers who had opposed the radical policies of Dr. Sun. After the 
reorganisation of the Kuomintang in Canton, the Merchants' Volunteer 
Corps, armed guard of the Canton Merchants' Guild, had staged an 
unsuccessful rising against the Kuomintang Government. Later the 
progressive Secretary-General of the Kuomintang was murdered. 
After Sun's death in 1925 the Right Wing became more open. It left 
Canton and organised the Western Hills group in Shanghai.J It was 
composed of merchants, bankers, and property owners in the foreign 
concessions and had connections with the landlords who were violently 
opposed to the peasant organisations. Such groups had always pro­
vided a large share of the money for paying the Kuomintang armies. 
Chiang Kai-shek, made Commander-in-Chief of the NationaUst armies 
in 1926, raised $500,000 from the merchants of Canton to provide for 
the Northern Expedition. Already in the early part of that year, 
while still at Canton, he had shown a tendency to lean to the Right 
by temporarily arresting some trade union and Communist leaders. 
Now the success of the Northern Expedition sharply raised the ques­
tion of the future development of the National Movement and 
especially of a solution of the land problem. 

* Wuhan is the name given to the union of these three cities on tlje middle Yangtze—Hankow, Wuchang, Hanyang. 
t Membership of these Mintuan was restricted to the rich peasants and land­

lords or their nominees, e.g., a peasant with 10 acres of land (the average peasant 
holding was some 2 i acres) provided one infantryman, the landlord with 85 acres 
provided five infantrymen and two cavalrymen. China, a Survey, Seng Sin Fu, 
London, 1927, p. 62. This writer calculates that in China at that time there were 
some 30,000 big landlords, some 200,000 to 300,000 small landowners or gentry, 
and some one to one and a half million rich peasants (Tukhao). To estimate their 
influence they should be thought of as families, not individuals. * 

i The name comes from the Western Hills near Peiping, but the basis of the group was in Shanghai. 
B 
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T o i n t i m i d a t e t h e m o v e m e n t f o r e i g n P o w e r s m a d e a , s h o w o f f o r c e . 
F o r e i g n t r o o p s w e r e r u s h e d t o S h a n g h a i , n o m i n a l l y t o p r o t e c t t h e 
S e t t l e m e n t . B r i t i s h t r o o p s c l e a r e d s t r i k e r s f r o m t h e d o c k s o f C a n t o n . 
M i l i t a r y d e m o n s t r a t i o n s o f o n e k i n d o r a n o t h e r w e r e m a d e b o t h i n 
N o r t h a n d S o u t h C h i n a . T h e N o r t h e r n m i l i t a r i s t s w e r e g i v e n arms. 
A t t h e s a m e t i m e i t w a s i n d i c a t e d . t h a t B r i t a i n m i g h t b e p r e p a r e d 
t o n e g o t i a t e w i t h t h e R i g h t W i n g ; w h i l e the J a p a n e s e , a l s o f o r t h e i r 
o w n e n d s , w e r e w o r k i n g w i t h t h e R i g h t W i n g t o s p l i t t h e m o v e m e n t . 
I n F e b r u a r y , b y t h e C h e n - O ' M a l l e y A g r e e m e n t , B r i t a i n r e t u r n e d t h e 
H a n k o w a n d K i u k i a n g c o n c e s s i o n s t o C h i n a , t h o u g h t h e a r e a s w e r e 
s t i l l t o b e c o v e r e d b y s p e c i a l a r r a n g e m e n t s . T h a t w a s o n e s i d e . 

T h e p e a s a n t s ' u n i o n s , g r o w i n g r a p i d l y , w e r e s c a r i n g t h e l a n d l o r d s — 
a n d m a n y o i f i c e r s i n t h e K u o m i n t a n g a r m i e s h a d l a n d l o r d c o n n e c ­
t i o n s . T h e w o r k e r s i n H a n k o w h a d s t r u c k f o r h i g h e r w a g e s o n c e 
t h e c i t y w a s i n N a t i o n a l i s t h a n d s . T h e w a g e o f c o o l i e s r o s e f r o m 
6s . t o 14s . a m o n t h . T h e p r o g r a m m e o f t h e K u o m i n t a n g f o r b e t t e r 
c o n d i t i o n s , r e n t r e d u c t i o n s , p e a s a n t u n i o n s a n d t r a d e u n i o n s w a s b e i n g 
c a r r i e d o u t . E v e n t h e C h i n e s e i n d u s t r i a l i s t s , w h o w e r e l o o k i n g f o r t h e 
d e f e a t o f t h e w a r l o r d s w h o w e r e r u i n i n g , t r a d e , a n d f o r t h e e n d o f 
t h e c o n c e s s i o n s a n d t h e f o r e i g n c o n t r o l o f t h e C h i n e s e C u s t o m s , b e g a n 
t o h e s i t a t e . T h a t w a s a n o t h e r s i d e . 

A l s o , as t h e N a t i o n a l i s t a r m i e s h a d a d v a n c e d n o r t h , w a r l o r d t r o o p s , 
h e a d e d b y t h e i r o l d o f f i c e r s , h a d j o i n e d t h e m . P e r h a p s s o m e 6 0 , 0 0 0 
m e n h a d l e f t C a n t o n i n J u l y , 1 9 2 6 . B y e a r l y 1 9 2 7 t h e N a t i o n a l i s t 
a r m i e s n u m b e r e d s o m e 1 5 0 , 0 0 0 - 2 0 0 , 0 0 0 . T h e o f f i c e r s o f t h e u n i t s 
t h a t c a m e o v e r w e r e m o s t l y c o m p l e t e r e a c t i o n a r i e s w h o h a d j o i n e d 
what s e e m e d t h e w i n n i n g s i d e . I n a n y c a s e s u c h t r o o p s n e e d e d t o b e 
p a i d , a n d w h o w a s t o p a y t h e n ! i f t h e w e a l t h y R i g h t W i n g m e m b e r s 
o f t h e K u o m i n t a n g d i d n o t ? a s k e d these p o l i t i c a l l y u n e d u c a t e d o f f i c e r s . 
M o r e o v e r t h e b e s t , t h e m o s t p o l i t i c a l l y c o n s c i o u s u n i t s o f t h % 
N a t i o n a l i s t a r m i e s w e r e t h e o n e s w h o , b e c a u s e o f t h e i r k e e n n e s s a n d 
p o s i t i o n i n t h e v a n , h a d s u f f e r e d m o s t i n b a t t l e . T h a t w a s a t h i r d 
s i d e . 

O n F e b r u a r y 2 1 s t , 1 9 2 7 , G e n e r a l C h i a n g K a i - s h e k m a d e a s p e e c h t o 
a p r i v a t e K u o m i n t a n g " m e e t i n g c r i t i c i s i n g t h e C o m m u n i s t s . O n M a r c h 
9 t h i t w a s p u b l i s h e d . O n M a r c h 1 0 t h t h e C . E . C . m e t i n W u h a n 
w i t h o u t i t s R i g h t W i n g m e m b e r s — o r C h i a n g . W h e n l a t e r i n M a r c h 
N a n k i n g f e l l t o t h e N a t i o n a l i s t f o r c e s , f o r e i g n P o w e r s d e c i d e d t o t a k e 
t h e o f f e n s i v e a n d , o n t h e pretext o f t h e a n t i - f o r e i g n a c t i o n s o f t h e 
r e t r e a t i n g w a r l o r d a r m i e s , w h i c h t h e y b l a m e d o n t o t h e N a t i o n a l i s t 
f o r c e s , b o m b a r d e d the t o w n . G e n e r a l C h i a n g a p o l o g i s e d f o r t h e 
i n c i d e n t . A t t h e e n d o f M a r c h t h e S h a n g h a i w o r k e r s r o s e a n d s e i z e d 
t h e C h i n e s e c i t y t o h o l d it f o r the N a t i o n a l i s t f o r c e s . B u t i n A p r i l , 
after Chiang's f o r c e s h a d c o m e i n , t h e w o r k e r s w e r e b l o o d i l y s u p ­
p r e s s e d . I n C a n t o n R i g h t W i n g m i l i t a r y g r o u p s , d i d t h e s a m e . T h e 
S h a n g h a i b a n k e r s , s a t i s f i e d t h a t h e r e w a s o n e s e c t i o n o f t h e N a t i o n a l i s t 
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a r m i e s w h i c h w o u l d k e e p t h e p e a s a n t s a n d w o r k e r s i n t h e i r p l a c e s 
a n d n o t p u s h d e m a n d s a b o u t t r e a t i e s t o t h e p o i n t o f i n j u r i n g t r a d e , 
b e g a n t o a d v a n c e l o a n s t o C h i a n g ' s a r m i e s . I n A p r i l t h e R i g h t W i n g 
o f t h e K u o m i n t a n g c a l l e d a c o n v e n t i o n a n d a p p o i n t e d t h e N a n k i n g 
G o v e r n m e n t . 

T h e Annual Register f o r 1 9 2 7 w r o t e : " T h e s i t u a t i o n ( i n F e b r u a r y 
a n d e a r l y M a r c h ) w a s s o t e n s e , t h a t a b r e a k w i t h t h e p o w e r s s e e m e d 
i m m i n e n t , b u t t h e c a u t i o n a n d r e s t r a i n t w i t h w h i c h t h e y h a n d l e d 
t h e N a n k i n g i n c i d e n t a f f o r d e d t h e C h i n e s e e l e m e n t s w h o w e r e b y n o 
m e a n s a n t i - f o r e i g n , t h e o p p o r t u n i t y f o r a s s e r t i n g t h e m s e l v e s . A t t h e 
e n d o f M a r c h , t h e C h a m b e r s o f C o m m e r c e a n d m a n y o t h e r p u b l i c 
i n s t i t u t i o n s h a d c a b l e d t h e g o v e r n m e n t s c o n c e r n e d t o a p o l o g i s e f o r t h e 
N a n k i n g i n c i d e n t a n d a s k f o r n o n - i n t e r v e n t i o n i n C h i n a ' s i n t e r n a l 
a f f a i r s . A t t h e s a m e t i m e t h e y s h o w e d t h e i r c o n f i d e n c e i n G e n e r a l 
C h i a n g K a i - s h e k b y g i v i n g h i m financial a n d o t h e r a i d . " 

F a c e d w i t h t h e d e s e r t i o n o f t h e R i g h t , a n d t h e r e l e n t l e s s p r e s s u r e 
a n d i n t r i g u e s o f t h e l a n d l o r d s a n d f o r e i g n P o w e r s , o n e b y o n e t h e 
m o r e r e a c t i o n a r y l e a d e r s o f t h e W u h a n a r m i e s b e g a n t o s u p p r e s s t h e 
p e a s a n t u n i o n s a n d w o r k i n g - c l a s s o r g a n i s a t i o n s , t o r e b e l a g a i n s t t h e 
W u h a n G o v e r n m e n t a n d n e g o t i a t e w i t h N a n k i n g . T h e n t h e m e m b e r s 

* o f t h e W u h a n G o v e r n m e n t i t s e l f , m e n o f l i t t l e f a i t h i n t h e p e o p l e , 
a l a r m e d b y t h e s e r e b e l l i o n s a n d d e s e r t i o n s o f a r m y o f f i c e r s a n d b y 
e c o n o m i c s a b o t a g e f r o n i m e r c h a n t s i n W u h a n , first w a v e r e d a n d t h e n , 
i n M a y , b e g a n t o m o v e t o w a r d s r e p r e s s i v e p o l i c i e s . I n J u n e F e n g 
Y u - h s i a n g w e n t o v e r t o N a n k i n g . 

D u r i n g t h e w h o l e p e r i o d t h e p e a s a n t s ' u n i o n s , t h e t r a d e u n i o n s a n d 
t h e C o m m u n i s t P a r t y h a d g r o w n i n s t r e n g t h b u t , c o n f r o n t e d first w i t h 
t h e d e s e r t i o n o f a m a j o r s e c t i o n o f t h e a r m y l e a d e r s a n d t h e f o r c e s 
u n d e r t h e i r c o m m a n d , a n d t h e n o f t h e l e a d e r s o f t h e W u h a n G o v e r n ­
m e n t a n d t h e r e s t o f t h e a r m y l e a d e r s , t h e y w e r e t o o w e a k a n d t o o 
i n e x p e r i e n c e d t o s a v e t h e s i t u a t i o n , t h o u g h t h e y h a d l o n g f o r e s e e n t h a t 
t h e R i g h t W i n g w e r e u n r e l i a b l e a l l i e s . T h e r e w e r e n e a r l y t h r e e m i l l i o n 
o r g a n i s e d w o r k e r s i n C h i n a i n M a y , 1 9 2 7 , b u t t h e y w e r e d i v i d e d a m o n g 
m a n y m o s t l y s m a l l a n d l o c a l u n i o n s . I n J a n u a r y , 1 9 2 7 , t h e r e w e r e 
t w o m i l l i o n o r g a n i s e d p e a s a n t s w h o , a f e w m o n t h s l a t e r , h a d g r o w n 
t o s o m e t e n i p i l l i o n s . T h e C o m m u n i s t P a r t y h a d s o m e 3 0 , 0 0 0 m e m ­
b e r s i n M a y ; a t t h e e n d o f J u n e i t w a s n e a r l y 6 0 , 0 0 0 . T h e s e a r e 
n o t l a r g e figures f o r a p o p u l a t i o n o f 4 5 0 m i l l i o n s a n d m o s t o f t h e 
n e w r e c r u i t s w e r e o n l y j u s t a w a k e n i n g t o p o l i t i c a l l i f e . " * M o r e o v e r t h e 
l e a d e r s h i p w a s o f t e n b a d ; w h i l e t h e C o m m u n i s t P a r t y S e c r e t a r y , C h e n 
T u - h s i u , a n d o n e g r o u p w e r e f o r c o - o p e r a t i o n w i t h t h e L e f t K u o m i n ­
t a n g leader® w h a t e v e r t h e c o n c e s s i o n s t h e y d e m a n d e d , t o t h e r s u n d e r 
t h e i n f l u e n c e o f T r o t s k y w e r e f o r p r e c i p i t a t i n g t h e s p l i t b y f o r m i n g 

* See " China," one of Stalin's speeches in M a r x i s m and the N a t i o n a l and 
C o l o n i a l Question, pp. 204-221, for an analysis of the stages and the forces in 
the revolution. 

t After 1927 Chen Tu-hsiu became a Trotskyist, a traitor to his own people. 
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S o v i e t s , a n d i t w a s e x t r e m e l y d i f f i c u l t f o r t h e P a r t y t o m a i n t a i n a 
s t e a d y c o u r s e a v o i d i n g b o t h t h e s e d i s a s t e r s . 

T h o u g h i n c o n t r a s t t o 1 9 1 1 , a l l o v e r t h e w o r l d t h e L e f t w i n g m o v e ­
m e n t s i n c a p i t a l i s t c o u n t r i e s , e s p e c i a l l y t h e C o m m u n i s t P a r t i e s , w e r e 
a l i v e t o t h e f a c t t h a t f r a t e r n a l r e l a t i o n s b e t w e e n n a t i o n s m u s t b e b u i l t 
i n a c t i o n ; t h o u g h T o m M a n n a n d o t h e r w o r k i n g - c l a s s l e a d e r s c a m e 
f r o m m a n y c o u n t r i e s t o d e m o n s t r a t e s o h d a r i t y w i t h t h e C h i n e s e p e o p l e , 
t h e p e o p l e s o f B r i t a i n a n d A m e r i c a , o f G e r m a n y , J a p a n a n d F r a n c e 
w e r e n o t y e t s u f f i c i e n t l y a w a k e n e d t o p r e v e n t t h e i r g o v e r n m e n t s 
p u r s u i n g a p o l i c y o f t h r e a t s a n d b r i b e r y d e s i g n e d t o s p l i t t h e N a t i o n a l i s t 
m o v e m i e n t . 

B y J u l y r e p r e s s i o n w a s c o m p l e t e o v e r a l l t h e W u h a n t e r r i t o r i e s 
a n d o v e r a l l C h i n a ; o n l y i n t h e t e r r i t o r i e s c o n t r o l l e d b y t h e a r m i e s o f 
F e n g Y u - h s i a n g w a s t h e r e n o s l a u g h t e r o f p r o g r e s s i v e s . A t t h e e n d 
o f A u g u s t t h e N a n k i n g G o v e r n m e n t , s e t u p b y t h e R i g h t W i n g i n M a y , 
b e c a m e t h e o f f i c i a l K u o m i n t a n g G o v e r n m e n t . W a n g C h i n g - w e i w h o h a d 
a r r i v e d i n C h i n a i n A p r i l a n d h a d g o n e t o W u h a n , s l i p p e d o f f a b r o a d 
a g a i n , d e l i v e r i n g a n a n t i - C o m m u n i s t s p e e c h a t C a n t o n b y w a y o f 
f a r e w e l l . * 

T h u s t h e i n t e r n a l a n d e x t e r n a l f o r c e s o f r e a c t i o n a g a i n , ^ft i n 1 9 1 1 , . 
p r o v e d s t r o n g e r t h a n t h e f o r c e s o f t h e r e v o l u t i o n a n d t h e R i g h t W i n g 
o f t h e K u o m i n t a n g b e g a n t o r e p r e s s t h e p r o g r e s s i v e f o r c e s as Y u a n 
S h i h - k a i h a d r e p r e s s e d t h e K u o m i n t a n g i n 1 9 1 2 . S o b e g a n t h e t r a g e d y 
o f t h e t e n - y e a r p e r i o d o f c i v i l w a r . T o d e f e n d t h e i n t e r e s t s o f t h e 
p e o p l e t h e p r o g r e s s i v e f o r c e s t r i e d t o s a v e w h a t t h e y c o u l d o f t h e g a i n s 
o f t h e r e v o l u t i o n , a n d t h e p o l i c y o f r e p r e s s i o n a n d c a p i t u l a t i o n m e t 
w i t h fierce r e s i s t a n c e f r o m t h e p e a s a n t s a n d w o r k e r s , f r o m t h e C o m ­
m u n i s t s a n d t h o s e m e m b e r s o f t h e K u o m i n t a n g w h o r e m a i n e d t r u e t o 
t h e p o l i c i e s o f 1 9 2 4 . I n t h e S o u t h , a r m y u n i t s u n d e r Y e h T i n g a n d H o 
L u n g r e b e l l e d a n d t o o k N a n c h a n g ; b y S e p t e m b e r t h e y w e r e i n c o n t r o l 
o f S w a t o w . T h e y h e l d i t t i l l O c t o b e r a n d , w h e n d r i v e n b a c k b y K u o m i n ­
t a n g f o r c e s , C h u T e h ( o n e o f H o L u n g ' s o f f i c e r s ) a n d a f e w u n i t s 
e s c a p e d t o j o i n w i t h p e a s a n t p a r t i s a n b a n d s i n K i a n g s i a n d s e t u p 
S o v i e t s . P e a s a n t S o v i e t s w e r e a l s o s e t u p i n N o r t h e r n K w a n g t u n g . 
I n D e c e m b e r t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y f o r c e s r o s e i n C a n t o n a n d h e l d t h e 
c i t y f o r t h r e e d a y s . T h e d e f e a t o f t h i s g a l l a n t r e a r g u a r d a c t i o n l e d 
t o g r e a t s l a u g h t e r . T h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y f o r c e s , s u f f e r i n g g r e a t l o s s e | 
w e r e f o r t h e t i m e b e i n g s c a t t e r e d b u t n o t b r o k e n . 

A t N a n k i n g t h e r e w a s c o n f u s i o n . R e l a t i o n s w e r e b r o k e n o f f w i t h 
t h e S o v i e t U n i o n a n d a l l S o v i e t c o n s u l s e x p e l l e d , t s a v e f r o m S i n k i a n g 

• In 1924 Wang Ching-wei had become head of the propaganda department of 
the Kuomintang. In January, 1926, he was made chairman both of the C . E . C . 
and of the Canton Government. In March of that year, following Chiang's arrest 
of some of the Left-wing leaders, he left for Europe. 

t Those in Canton were arrested after the Commune. Only Pai Chung-hsi of 
their former Kuomintang friends visited them in prison, only T . V . Soong at 
Nanking interested himself in their release. 
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a n d t h e C h i n e s e E a s t e r n R a i l w a y . B u t t o p r e v e n t t h e N a n k i n g 
G o v e r n m e n t e v e r a g a i n s h o w i n g a n y i n t e r e s t i n t h e p l a n s i t h a d 
r e n o u n c e d , t h e f o r e i g n t r o o p s s e n t t o S h a n g h a i i n 1 9 2 7 w e r e k e p t t h e r e 
b y a l l t h e P o w e r s . I t w a s n o t u n t i l t h e s p r i n g o f 1 9 2 8 , a f t e r a g o v e r n ­
m e n t h a d b e e n se t u p w h i c h w o u l d s u i t t h e f o r e i g n P o w e r s * a n d t h e 
S h a n g h a i b a n k e r s t h a t t h e N a n k i n g a r m i e s w e r e a b l e t o r e s u m e w h a t 
h a d b e e n t h e m i l i t a r y p u r p o s e o f t h e N a t i o n a l a r m i e s , n a m e l y t o m a r c h 
o n P e k i n g a n d b r i n g C h i n a u n d e r o n e r u l e . B u t t h o u g h t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s a n d e v e n B r i t a i n m i g h t t o l e r a t e s o m e s l i g h t u n i f i c a t i o n o f C h i n a 
u n d e r t h e N a n k i n g G o v e r n m e n t , t h e r e w a s o n e p o w e r t h a t w o u l d n o t 
e v e n a g r e e t o t h a t . 

F r o m M a y t o J u l y , 1 9 2 7 , B a r o n T a n a k a ( a u t h o r o f t h e i n f a m o u s 
J a p a n e s e m e m o r a n d u m o f w o r l d c o n q u e s t ) , d e c l a r i n g t h a t t h e 
N a t i o n a l i s t a r m i e s w e r e m o v i n g n o r t h , h a d a g a i n l a n d e d J a p a n e s e 
t r o o p s i n S h a n t u n g . I n 1 9 2 8 t h e y w e r e s t i l l t h e r e t o b a r 
t h e w a y t o C h i a n g ' s a r m i e s w h i c h h a d r e s u m e d t h e N o r t h e r n 
M a r c h t o P e k i n g . T h e y d r o v e a d v a n c e u n i t s o f t h e C h i n e s e a r m y 
b a c k f r o m ' T s i n a n a n d , a s C h a n g T s o - l i n ( t h e M a n c h u r i a n w a r l o r d 
w h o t h e n c o n t r o l l e d P e k i n g ) s e e m e d t o b e e d g i n g t o w a r d s a n a g r e e m e n t 
w i t h C h i a n g , t h e y t h r e a t e n e d t o o c c u p y s o u t h M a n c h u r i a t o o , u n l e s s 
h e w i t h d r e w t o h i s o w n d o m a i n s . H e o b e y e d b u t , o n h i s j o u r n e y b a c k 
f r o m P e k i n g t o M u k d e n b y t r a i n , t h e y b l e w i t u p a n d k i l l e d h i m . O f 
a l l t h e i m p e r i a l i s t p o w e r s w h o h a d o p p o s e d t h e N a t i o n a l i s t m o v e m e n t 
o f 1 9 2 5 - 2 7 , J a p a n w a s t h u s r e v e a l i n g h e r s e l f as t h e p r i m e e n e m y o f 
e v e n t h e s l i g h t e s t r e o r g a n i s a t i o n o f C h i n a . 

H o w e v e r , e v e n ' . the m o s t a d v e n t u r i s t o f t h e J a p a n e s e i m p e r i a l i s t s 
w e r e n o t y e t r e a d y f o r a m a j o r c l a s h . K u o m i n t a n g f o r c e s e v e n t u a l l y 
e n t e r e d P e k i n g ; C h a n g H s u e h - U a n g , s o n a n d s u c c e s s o r o f C h a n g T s o -
l i n , c a m e t o t e r m s w i t h t h e K u o m i n t a n g . I n D e c e m b e r , 1 9 2 8 , t h e 
K u o m i n t a n g flag flew o v e r t h e w h o l e o f M a n c h u r i a , a n d i n 1 9 2 9 t h e 
J a p a n e s e t r o o p s w i t h d r e w f r o m S h a n t u n g . f 

T h e N a n k i n g G o v e r n m e n t ' s p o l i c y o f u n i f i c a t i o n f r o m t h e t o p 
t h r o u g h a g r e e m e n t w i t h w a r l o r d s w a s e s s e n t i a l l y c o n t r a d i c t o r y . T h o u g h ' 
t h e p o w e r o f t h e w a r l o r d s h a d b e e n b r o k e n i n t h e l o w e r Y a n g t z e a n d 
a r o u n d H a n k o w , F e n g Y u - b s i a n g s t i l l h e l d S h e n s i a n d H o p e i ; Y e n 
H s i - s h a n , S h a n s i ; C h a n g H s u e h - l i a n g , t h e t h r e e n o r t h - e a s t e r n p r o v i n c e s ; 
a n d o u t o f t h e N a t i o n a l i s t a r m i e s c a m e a n e w g r o u p l e d b y L i T s u n g -
j e n a n d P a i C h u n g - h s i . T h e r e w e r e o t h e r s m a l l e r w a r l o r d s e s p e c i a l l y 
i n S z e c h u a n a n d Y u n n a n . T h e a t t e m p t s o f t h e N a n k i n g G o v e r r m e n t 
t o g e t t h e m t o d i s a r m t h e i r t r o o p s l e d t o r e v o l t s . F i r s t L i a n d P a i , 

* Teichraan Affairs of C h i n a (p. 49): " I n 1928 Britain took the lead in 
reorganising the new Nationalist Government of the Kuomintang." 

t That same year (1929) too, Chang Hsueh-liang, breaking the Sino-Soviet Treaty 
of 1924, arrested all the Soviet employees of the Chinese Eastern Railway and 
seized the line. The Soviet Union had to employ force to restore the situation 
and secure the observance of the Treaty. 
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who were finally driven from Hankow to their stronghold in Kwangsi, 
and then in 1928 and again in 1930, Feng and Yen revolted.* Chang 
Hsueh-Uang came to Chiang's rescue. He demanded that Feng and 
Yen cease hostilities and marched his troops to Peiping.f Yen returned 
to his own province and Feng retired to the mountains of Shantung 
for meditation. In 1931 a dissident Kuomintang group consisting of 
Sun Fo, Hu Han-min and others set up a short-lived " government" 
in Canton with the backing of General Chen Chi-tang, a local 
general who had driven out the Nanking governor and installed him­
self in his place. When this " government" collapsed General Chen 
and the Kwangsi leaders organised the South-West Political Council, 
which for live years behaved almost as an independent government. 
During 1931 Chang Hsueh-liang maintained his .troops in Peiping. 
They were still there when the Japanese occupied Mukden on the night 
of September 18, 1931. Elsewhere smaller militarists were kept in 
quiescence by being given the title of Pacification Commissioner and 
by being allowed to rule alongside the Nanking appointed civil 
governor. The armies of these Commissioners were also honoured 
with the title of Peace Preservation Corps. 

The trouble with the war lords and dissident groups was but one 
instance of how, in cutting itself off from the people arid turning to 
a policy of repression, the Kuomintang had deprived itself of the 
strength it needed even to achieve its capitalist purposes, let alone the 
purposes of the national movement as a whole. The budget reforms 
came to littlej while Chinese-owned industry scarcely expanded. 
Chinese-owned cotton spinning mills for example had numbered 77 
in 1925, in 1930 there were only 81, while foreign-owned mills had 
risen from 37 to 46. China remained less industrialised than even 
India and, as late as 1937, of the £450 million of industrial capital . 
invested in China, only a quarter was Chinese. Foreign investments 
in Government and railway bonds added another £150 million to the 
total of foreign investments. 

The foreign policy of the Nanking government, which had as its 
objective negotiations for ending the unequal treaties was hamstrung by 
the same weakness. The government managed to get an agreemient that 
Chinese courts should be allowed to try Certain classes of cases in which 
foreigners were involved; to secure a little more control over its post-
office; and to get an American instead of a Britisher in control of its 

* That foreign powers were not without interest in these moves to keep China 
disunited was shown by the acceptance of the post of customs controller at 
Tientsin under Yen Hsi-shan in 1930 by Lennox Simpson (Putnam Weale), a 
well-known British agent. To appease the warlord groups the Nanking Govern­
ment in 1928 legally recognised the payment of the land tax to the provincial 
governments instead of the central governments. 

t The name had been changed from Peking to Peiping in 1928. 
t Even in 1934 military expenses and payments on foreign loans and indemnities 

came to HO per cent of the Budget. 
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saJt revenues. Britain was persuaded to follow the American example 
and use the annual Boxer indemnity payment for stimulating her own 
trade in China, and for educational purposes. On the question of tariff 
autonomy there was much resistance till, at the end of 1929, the 
American government finally gave way and compelled Britain un­
willingly to follow her example. Then only Japan held out against 
tariff freedom for China. In 1930 she too agreed, and next year China 
issued its first tariff. Rates were low, especially for classes of goods 
traded in by Britain. "British control of the Customs Service continued. 

Then the Government turned to the thorny problem of extra­
territoriality. The otlfer governments would not play. The original 
purpose of the extra-territorial clauses had been to allow drug smuggling 
to continue unhampered. For the Japanese in the drug trade in North 
China and for the international rings using the French concession in 
Shanghai, this was still their function. In May, 1931, the Chinese 
Government threatened to take unilateral action to bring the nationals 
of foreign powers under Chinese law. In September, 1931, the Japanese 
invaded Manchuria. In December the Chinese Government announced 
the postponement of the discussions on extra-territoriality. 

By the middle of 1931, before the Japanese attack, the Nanking 
Government controlled but the provinces of the lower and middle 
Yangtze and those only by military force. In foreign policy, apart 
from the matter of the tariff, its successes were scarcely more dian 
nominal and even in the matter of the tariff the rates had to be more 
or less fixed in accordance with foreign wishes. In the countryside 
landlords were still as powerful, taxation was still as chaotic as ever, 
local government was in the hands of the same class as it had always 
been, provincial government was little different from the days of Yuan, 
the majority of the provinces being ruled by the old warlord generals, the 
minority by governors appointed by Nanking. The difference between 
the Nanking Government and the former puppet government at Peking 
that had arisen from 1911, was that while the latter was entirely the 
pawn of the war lords and foreign powers, the Nanking Government 
represented the new and old financial groupings in China, and, to some 
extent, the new industrialist bourgeoisie, in coalition with merchants, 
landlords and thie old militarist elements, who were all represented in 
some way in the Government, the Kuomintang Party, its armies and its 
civil services, the whole government being very susceptible to foreign 
pressure. 

In December, 1931, the Kuomintang adopted the Revised Organic 
Law (altering the first Organic Law of October, 1928), which was to 
regularise its system of government. By this law the Central Executive 
Committee of the Kuomintang appointed the President of China (who 
was no longer to be an executive president but a ceremonial one as in 
France in the Third Republic), the State Councillors, who included 
people like Yen Hsi-san and Chang Hsueh-Liang, in this way 
associating them with the government, and the President 
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a n d V i c e - P r e s i d e n t o f e a c h o f t h e five Y u a n s — t h e E x e c u t i v e Y u a n ( t h e 
d a y t o d a y g o v e r n m e n t ) c o n s i s t i n g o f t h e h e a d s o f t h e v a r i o u s 
M i n i s t r i e s ( F o r e i g n A f f a i r s , W a r , F i n a n c e , e t c . ) , t h e L e g i s l a t i v e Y u a n , 
w h i c h d e b a t e d a n d p a s s e d t h e l a w s , t h e J u d i c i a l Y u a n w h i c h e s t a b l i s h e d 
a n d c o n t r o l l e d t h e c o u r t s , t h e E x a m i n a t i o n Y u a n , w h i c h s u p e r v i s e d t h e 
e x a m i n a t i o n s f o r t h e C i v i l S e r v i c e , a n d t h e C o n t r o l Y u a n w h i c h w a s 
t o s u p e r v i s e t h e w o r k o f t h e o t h e r o r g a n s o f g o v e r n m e n t . A p p o i n t ­
m e n t t o t h e s e Y u a n s w a s c o n t r o l l e d b y t h e P r e s i d e n t o f t h e p a r t i c u l a r 
Y u a n a n d t h e C . E . C . o f t h e K u o m i n t a n g . T h o u g h t h e r e w a s a M i n i s t e r 
o f W a r u n d e r t h e E x e c u t i v e Y u a n , m i l i t a r y a f f a i r s w e r e u n d e r t h e q u i t e 
• s epa ra t e N a t i o n a l M i l i t a r y C o u n c i l , w h i c h e x i s t e d a l o n g s i d e a n d w a s 
q u i t e i n d e p e n d e n t o f t h e E x e c u t i v e Y u a n . I t s m e m b e r s w e r e a l s o 
a p p o i n t e d b y t h e C . E . C . o f t h e K u o m i n t a n g . * 

T h e K u o m i n t a n g w a s t h u s i n d i r e c t c o n t r o l o f t h e w h o l e 
s t a t e a p p a r a t u s a n d t h e O r g a n i c L a w c o n f i r m e d i t s p o s i t i o n , 
e s t a b l i s h e d i n m i d - 1 9 2 7 , a s t h e o n l y l e g a l p a r t y i n C h i n a . 
T h e u n d e m o c r a t i c n a t u r e o f t h i s c o n s t i t u t i o n w a s t w o f o l d . F i r s t , t h e 
G o v e r n m e n t w a s a p p o i n t e d b y t h e C e n t r a l E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e o f t h e 
K u o m i n t a n g P a r t y a n d n o t c h o s e n b y t h e p e o p l e . S e c o n d , t h e 
K u o m i n t a n g w a s t h e o n l y l e g a l p a r t y . P a r t i e s a r e t h e p o l i t i c a l e x ­
p r e s s i o n o f c l a s s e s a n d , w h i l e i n a c l a s s l e s s s o c i e t y t h e e x i s t e n c e o f o n l y 
o n e p a r t y i s a n a t u r a l e x p r e s s i o n o f d e m o c r a c y , i n a s o c i e t y w i t h c l a s se s 
i t i s a n e g a t i o n o f d e m o c r a c y . S o m e w r i t e r s h a v e a t t i m e s 
t r i e d t o d r a w a p a r a l l e l b e t w e e n t h e e x i s t e n c e o f o n l y o n e l e g a l p a r t y i n 
C h i n a a n d o n e l e g a l p a r t y i n t h e c l a s s l e s s S o v i e t U n i o n . T h i s i s t h e 
e s s e n t i a l d i f f e r e n c e . A l s o i n t h e S o v i e t U n i o n t h e e x e c u t i v e g o v e r n ­
m e n t s , b o t h c e n t r a l a n d l o c a l , a r e c h o s e n b y t h e v o t e o f a l l c i t i z e n s a n d 
a r e r e s p o n s i b l e t o e l e c t e d l e g i s l a t u r e s . U n d e r t h e O r g a n i c L a w o f 1 9 3 0 , 
i n C h i n a t h e r e w a s n o e l e c t e d g o v e r n m e n t a n d n o e l e c t e d l e g i s l a t u r e . 
F u r t h e r i t m u s t b e r e m e m b e r e d t h a t a f t e r 1 9 2 7 t h e K u o m i n t a n g l o s t i t s 
n a t u r e a s a b l o c o f c lasses . H o w e v e r , t h e K u o m i n t a n g w a s n o t a f a s c i s t 
p a r t y . T h e final a u t h o r i t y w a s s t i l l t h e C e n t r a l E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e 
e l e c t e d b y a C o n g r e s s o f p a r t y d e l e g a t e s . B u t t h e s y s t e m i n t r o d u c e d 
a f t e r 1 9 2 7 o f a p p o i n t i n g t h e l o c a l p a r t y o f l R c i a l s a n d t h e l o c a l e x e c u t i v e 
c o m m i t t e e s f r o m a b o v e , i n s t e a d o f t h e i r b e i n g e l e c t e d b y t h e l o c a l 
m e m i b e r s h i p , w a s a h e a v y h a n d i c a p t o i n n e r p a r t y d e m o c r a c y . F i n a l l y , 
h o w e v e r r e a c t i o n a r y o r d i c t a t o r i a l a g o v e r n m e n t i n C h i n a m i g h t b e , i t 
c o u l d n o t b e f a s c i s t , f o r C h i n a h a d n o t r e a c h e d t h e s t a g e o f m o n o p o l y 
c a p i t a l i s m . 

I n i t s i n n e r p o l i t i c s t h e K u o m i n t a n g w a s n o w d o m i n a t e d b y p e r s o n a l 
g r o u p i n g s , a h a n g o v e r f r o m t h e d a y s o f t h e i n t r i g u e s o f t h e i m p e r i a l 
c o u r t a n d t h e w a r l o r d p e r i o d i n c r e a s e d b y t h e p e r s o n a l p o w e r w i t h i n 
t h e i r o w n s p h e r e s g i v e n t o t h e P r e s i d e n t s o f t h e v a r i o u s Y u a n s , t h e 
w h o l e a r i s i n g f r o m t h e b a c k w a r d a n d d e c e n t r a l i s e d e c o n o m i c 

* T h i s o r g a n i c l a w w i t h s o m e a l t e r a t i o n s a n d p e n d i n g t h e d e c l a r a t i o n o f a n e w 
c o n s t i t u t i o n i s s t i l l i n f o r c e . 
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d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e c o u n t r y , a n d t h e K u o m i n t a n g ' s s u p p r e s s i o n o f t h e 
p e o p l e . * 

W h i l e m u c h o f t h e p a r t y s t r u c t u r e o f t h e K u o m i n t a n g , a s a d a p t e d i n 
1 9 2 4 , w a s k e p t i n b e i n g t h e C o n g r e s s e s m e t r a r e l y . A f t e r 1 9 2 7 , o n e C o n ­
g r e s s m e t i n 1 9 2 9 , a n o t h e r i n 1 9 3 1 , a n d t h e n n o t t i l l 1 9 3 5 . T h e C . E . C . 
m e t t w i c e a y e a r , a n d d a y - t o - d a y p o w e r w a s i n t h e h a n d s o f t h e 
P o l i t i c a l C o m m i t t e e . I n 1 9 2 8 , t h e P e a s a n t s ' , t h e W o r k e r s ' , t h e Y o u t h 
a n d t h e M e r c h a n t s ' d e p a r t m e n t s o f t h e p a r t y h a d b e e n e n d e d . T h e 
K u o m i n t a n g H e a d q u a r t e r s , t h e O r g a n i s a t i o n D e p a r t m e n t , n o w k e p t a 
d i c t a t o r i a l r u l e o v e r p a r t y a f f a i r s . B u t a f t e r t h e r e t u r n t o C h i n a i n 1 9 3 0 
o f M a d a m e S u n Y a t - s e n i t w a s p o s s i b l e f o r t h o s e i n t h e p a r t y w h o 
b e l i e v e d i n t h e p r o g r a m m e o f 1 9 2 4 t o h o p e f o r s o m e r e v i v a l o f t h e 
e a r l i e r s p i r i t . 

O n l y a f e w t r a d e u n i o n s h a d m a n a g e d t o s u r v i v e t h e s u p ­
p r e s s i o n s o f 1 9 2 7 . T h e s e h a d e i t h e r n e v e r b e e n v e r y p r o g r e s s i v e , 
l i k e t h e K w a n g t u n g M e c h a n i c s ' U n i o n , o r l i k e t h e C h i n e s e 
S e a m e n ' s U n i o n , t h e y h a d b e e n s t r i c t l y p u r g e d . T h e G o v e r n m e n t ' s 
L a b o u r U n i o n L a w o f 1 9 2 9 a l l o w e d t h e m o n l y a v e r y f e e b l e e x i s t e n c e . 

T h e p o v e r t y o f t h e p e o p l e r e m a i n e d d e s p e r a t e . A s t u d y o f S h a n g h a i 
w a g e s i n 1 9 2 8 s h o w e d t h e a v e r a g e e a r n i n g s o f m a l e a d u l t w o r k e r s i n 
1 9 2 8 t o b e 16s . a m o n t h , i.e., 4 s . a w e e k . E v e n w i t h t h e w i f e a n d m o s t 
o f t h e c h i l d r e n w o r k i n g t h e a v e r a g e i n c o m e o f a f a m i l y o f five w a s 
o n l y 3 8 s . a m o n t h o r 7 s . 4 d . a w e e k , w h i l e t h e b a r e s t n e e d s o f a f a m i l y 
o f five c o s t 4 6 s . 8 d . a m o n t h . f A n d S h a n g h a i w a g e s w e r e t h e h i g h e s t 
i n C h i n a ! T h u s t h e m a j o r i t y o f w o r k e r s w e r e e i t h e r s t a r v i n g o r 
i n c r e a s i n g l y i n d e b t . M o r e o v e r , t h e e v i l s y s t e m o f l a b o u r c o n t r a c t o r s , 
first i n t r o d u c e d b y f o r e i g n firms w h o , b e c a u s e o f l a n g u a g e d i f f i c u l t i e s h a d 
t o h a v e a " g o b e t w e e n " b e t w e e n t h e m a n d t h e m e n , m e a n t t h a t b o t h 
i n m i l l a n d m i n e t h e c o n t r a c t o r s g o t a c u t f r o m t h e w a g e s o f t h e m e n 
t h e y h a d , w i t h h i g h - s o u n d i n g p r o m i s e s , b r o u g h t t o w o r k . T h e a p p r e n ­
t i c e s h i p s y s t e m , u n d e r w h i c h i n o l d C h i n a b o y s h a d w o r k e d a t a t r a d e 
f r o m five t o s e v e n y e a r s w i t h n o p a y w h i l e l e a r n i n g , w a s h o r r i b l y 
a b u s e d t o g e t c h e a p c h i l d l a b o u r i n t h e f a c t o r i e s . C h i l d l a b o u r a n d 
w o m e n l a b o u r w e r e a l m o s t u n p r o t e c t e d . H o u r s w e r e u s u a l l y 1 2 t o 1 4 
a d a y , a n d i n s o m e f a c t o r i e s w o r k e r s w e n t o n 1 8 , 2 4 o r e v e n 3 6 h o u r s a t 
a s t r e t c h . T h e r e w a s n o d a y o f f i n t h e w e e k , o n l y o c c a s i o n a l h o l i d a y s . 
T h e s l u m s w e r e t h e m o s t t e r r i b l e o f a l l t h e w o r l d . 

* T h e t h r e e c h i e f p e r s o n a l g r o u p i n g s i n s i d e t h e K u o m i n t a n g w e r e t h e C.C 
( t w o C h e n b r o t h e r s ) c l i q u e , l e d b y C h e n K u o - f u a n d C h e n L i - f u , w h i c h more or 
less c o n t r o l l e d t h e p a r t y o r g a n i s a t i o n , i.e., t h e O r g a n i s a t i o n a n d P u b l i c i t y D e p a r t ­
m e n t s , t h e secre t p o l i c e a n d t h e C e n t r a l P o l i t i c a l I n s t i t u t e ; t h e W a n g C h i n g - w e i 
g r o u p , w h i c h w i t h t h e i r m a s t e r t u r n e d t r a i t o r i n 1 9 3 8 ; a n d t h e P o l i t i c a l S c i e n c e 
g r o u p , w h i c h h a s , o n t h e w h o l e , s h o w n a v e r y p a t r i o t i c a t t i t u d e i n t h e p r e s e n t 
w a r . (See " T h e K u o m i n t a n g i n C h i n a , I t s F a b r i c a n d F u t u r e , " b y W e i Meng -pu , 
i n Pacific Affairs, M a r c h , 1 9 4 0 . ) C o m p a r e these C h i n e s e g r o u p s w i t h s u c h B r i t i s h 
g r o u p s as t h e C l i v e d e n S e t , t h e A n g l o - G e r m a n F e l l o w s h i p , a n d t h e 1922 
C o m m i t t e e . 

. J , ^ , " . ' ^ ^ ^ F a c m g Labour Issues in China, L o w e C h u a n - h u a , S h a n g h a i , 
1933 ( C h i n e s e d o l l a r c o n v e r t e d a t I s . 2 d . ) . 
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I n t h e c o u n t r y s i d e n o t o n l y w e r e p e a s a n t s t r o u b l e d w i t h g r e a t f a m i n e s 
l i k e t h a t o f 1 9 2 8 w h i c h a f f e c t e d 6 0 m i l l i o n p e o p l e , a n d floods l i k e t h a t o f 
1 9 3 1 w h i c h d e s t r o y e d t h e l i v e l i h o o d o f 2 5 m i l l i o n s b u t , n o m o r e t h a n 
t h e i n d u s t r i a l w o r k e r s , c o u l d t h e y m a k e e n d s m e e t . A n i n v e s t i g a t i o n i n 
t h e e a r l y 1 9 3 0 ' s i n o n e f a i r l y t y p i c a l v i l l a g e s h o w e d t h a t w h i l e t h e n e t 
a n n u a l i n c o m e o f t h e p e a s a n t - o w n e r c u l t i v a t o r f r o m h i s c r o p s w a s 
£15 1 4 s . , h i s l i v i n g e x p e n s e s w e r e £16 9 s . , a n d h e w a s t h u s f a l l i n g i n t o 
d e b t b y 15s . a y e a r . T h e t e n a n t p e a s a n t h a v i n g t o p a y t h e b e s t 
p a r t o f h i s c r o p a s r e n t h a d a n i n c o m e o f o n l y £4 1 0 s . a y e a r , a n d 
t h o u g h l i v i n g e x p e n s e s w e r e c u t f a r b e l o w t h e l e v e l o f m i n i m u m n e e d 
y e t d e b t s w e r e a c c u m u l a t i n g a t a r a t e o f £3 10s . a y e a r . * L a n d ­
l o r d i s m w a s e v e r y w h e r e i n c r e a s i n g , e s p e c i a l l y i n t h e s o u t h . T h e r e 
r e l a t i v e l y l a r g e e s t a t e s o f 3 , 3 0 0 a c r e s w e r e n o t u n c o m m o n . M o r e t h a n 
h a l f t h e p e a s a n t s w e r e t e n a n t s , a n d m o r e t h a n h a l f l i v e d i n h o u s e s m a d e 
o f e a r t h o r m u d . T h e d i v i s i o n o f t h e f i e l d s h a d g o n e s o f a r t h a t a h a l f -
a c r e f i e l d w a s a l a r g e o n e . T h e a v e r a g e p e a s a n t f a r m i n C h i n a w a s 
o n l y 2i a c r e s a s a g a i n s t a n a v e r a g e o f 6 3 a c r e s i n E n g l a n d . 9 3 p e r 
c e n t o f t h e l a n d w a s n o w p r i v a t e l y o w n e d . T a x e s h a d i n c r e a s e d . F o r 
e x a m p l e , i n S z e c h u a n t h e y h a d r i s e n 5 5 t i m e s i n n u m b e r b e t w e e n 1 9 0 7 
a n d 1 9 3 1 . t M o s t o f t h e w a r l o r d s w e r e s t i l l e n f o r c i n g t h e g r o w i n g o f 
o p i u m i n t h e a r e a s t h e y c o n t r o l l e d s o t h a t t h e y m i g h t p r o v i d e t h e m ­
s e l v e s w i t h r e v e n u e . 

T h e w e a l t h y , i n s t e a d o f i n v e s t i n g t h e i r m o n e y a s c a p i t a l t o e x p a n d 
m o d e r n i n d u s t r y i n C h i n a , u s e d i t u n p r o d u c t i v e l y t o b u y l a n d , 
w h i c h b r o u g h t i n , a s r e n t , a n y t h i n g f r o m 4 0 p e r c e n t t o 8 0 p e r c e n t 
o f t h e c r o p s g r o w n . C h i n a ' s s i l k i n d u s t r y w a s f a l l i n g i n t o d e c a y a n d 
l o s i n g a l l i t s m a r k e t s i n f a c e o f J a p a n e s e c o m p e t i t i o n , w h i l e 
a f t e r 1 9 2 0 , t h e g r e a t r i c e - g r o w i n g l a n d o f C h i n a w a s i m p o r t i n g l a r g e 
q u a n t i t i e s o f r i c e e a c h y e a r . T h e r e w a s a r a p i d l y - g r o w i n g a d v e r s e 
b a l a n c e o f t r a d e . 

T h e t e r r i b l e a n d i n c r e a s i n g p o v e r t y o f t h e C h i n e s e w o r k e r s 
a n d p e a s a n t s w a s a d r a g o n t h e w h o l e w o r l d e c o n o m i c s y s t e m , 
h a v i n g i t s e f f e c t o n t h e w o r l d d e p r e s s i o n o f t h e 1 9 3 0 ' s j u s t a s t h a t 
d e p r e s s i o n m a d e i t w o r s e . I n t h e e a r l y ' t h i r t i e s 9 5 p e r c e n t o f t h e 
p o p u l a t i o n w a s c a l c u l a t e d t o b e b e l o w p o v e r t y s t a n d a r d ( i . e . , w i t h a n 
i n c o m e o f less t h a n £14 12s . a y e a r ) , 3 5 p e r c e n t w e r e d e s t i t u t e . t 

The Soviet A r e a s 
F o r t h e p e o p l e o f C h i n a t h e e v e n t s o f 1 9 2 7 h a d b e e n a b i t t e r s e t b a c k . 

T h e i r p e a s a n t a n d t r a d e u n i o n s c r u s h e d , r e n t a n d t a x e s a s h i g h a s e v e r , 
l a n d l o r d s a n d f o r e i g n c o m p a n i e s a s p o w e r f u l a n d o p p r e s s i v e as e v e r . 
W a r l o r d s r a m p a n t . F l o o d s , f a m i n e a n d s t a r v a t i o n a s b e f o r e . 

B u t t h e y h a d n o t l o s t e v e r y t h i n g . T h e t o r c h o f f r e e d o m f o r a l l 
s e c t i o n s o f t h e p e o p l e o n c e l i t c o u l d n o t b e p u t o u t . T h e u n i t s o f t h e 

* A g r a r i a n C h i n a , p. 89 (Chinese dollar converted at Is. 2d.) 
t L a n d U t i l i z a t i o n i n C h i n a . J . L . Buck. London, 1937. 
J Figures quoted in F a c i n g L a b o u r Issues i n C h i n a . 
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N a t i o n a l a r m i e s u n d e r C h u T e h , M a o T s e - t u n g a n d o t h e r s w h i c h 
e s c a p e d t h e s l a u g h t e r o f 1 9 2 7 , t h o u g h d e f e a t e d i n t h e r e a r g u a r d a c t i o n 
o f t h e C a n t o n C o m m u n e a n d d r i v e n f r o m t h e p o r t o f F o o c h o w , 
g r a d u a l l y d r e w t o g e t h e r i n t h e m o u n t a i n o u s a r e a s o f K i a n g s i . 

I n 1 9 2 8 t h e t o t a l s t r e n g t h o f t h e R e d A r m y , w h i c h w a s f o r m e d o u t 
o f t h e s e u n i t s , -was a b o u t 1 0 , 0 0 0 m e n . I n 1 9 2 9 , _ w h e n u n i t s u n d e r 
P e n g T e h - h u a i j o i n e d t h e f o r c e s l e d b y M a o T s e - t u n g a n d C h u T e h , 
t h e c o m b i n e d a r m y , w i t h r e c r u i t s , r e a c h e d 2 2 , 0 0 0 m e n . I n M a y , 1 9 3 0 , 
t h e y n u m b e r e d 6 2 , 0 0 0 o f w h o m h a l f w e r e a r m e d w i t h r i f l e s a n d t h e y 
w e r e s t r o n g e n o u g h t o o c c u p y C h a n g h s a t e m p o r a r i l y . I n t h a t y e a r 
a l s o t h e r e w e r e 1 9 S o v i e t d i s t r i c t s i n e x i s t e n c e , e a c h o f f r o m o n e t o 

. f o u r c o u n t i e s i n s i z e . 
I n t h e t o w n s a n d c o u n t r y s i d e g e n e r a l l y t h e r e w a s a n e w i n c r e a s e 

o f a c t i v i t y , p e a s a n t r e b e l l i o n s a i d e d t h e g r o w t h o f t h e S o v i e t s . 1 9 2 8 
s a w t h e b e g i n n i n g s o f a n e w s t r i k e w a v e , w h i c h c o n t i n u e d t h r o u g h 
1 9 2 9 a n d 1 9 3 0 . T h e s t r i k e s w e r e p r i m a r i l y e c o n o m i c b u t s t r i k e r s 
a l s o d e m a n d e d t h e r e l e a s e o f i m p r i s o n e d t r a d e u n i o n l e a d e r s a n d t h e 
l e g a l i s a t i o n o f t h e t r a d e u n i o n s . I n t h e t o w n s , d e s p i t e t h e t e r r o r , t h e 
C o m m u n i s t P a r t y a n d i l l e g a l w o r k i n g - c l a s s o r g a n i s a t i o n s m a n a g e d t o 
e x i s t a n d g r o w . M a y D a y , 1 9 2 9 , w a s c e l e b r a t e d i n d e m o n s t r a t i o n b y 
s o m e 5 0 , 0 0 0 S h a n g h a i w o r k e r s . 

T h e N a n k i n g G o v e r n m e n t b e g a n t o t a k e n o t i c e . I n D e c e m b e r , 1 9 3 0 , 
i n J a n u a r y , a n d a g a i n i n A p r i l , 1 9 3 1 , t h e R e d A r m i e s d e f e a t e d 
o f f e n s i v e s a g a i n s t t h e S o v i e t a r e a s . A t first t h e N a n k i n g M i n i s t e r o f 
W a r , G e n e r a l H o Y i n g - c h i n w a s i n c o m m a n d . L a t e r C h i a n g h i m s e l f 
t o o k t h e field. B u t h e w a s n o m o r e s u c c e s s f u l . T h e S o v i e t a r e a s 
c o n t i n u e d t o g r o w , b u t a s t h e i r f u l l d e v e l o p m e n t w a s a f t e r 1 9 3 1 , t h e y 
w i l l b e d e a l t w i t h l a t e r . 

T H R E E 

T H E S T R U G G L E F O R U N I T Y 
. " Arise, all who will not be slaves 

Our flesh and blood will build a new Great Wall."* 

W h e n o n S e p t e m b e r 1 8 , 1 9 3 1 , t h e J a p a n e s e b e g a n t h e i r a t t a c k o m 
C h i n a , t h e y f a c e d t h e C h i n e s e p e o p l e w i t h t h e q u e s t i o n o f w h e t h e r 
t h e i r c o u n t r y w o u l d b e t u r n e d i n t o a c o m p l e t e c o l o n y , a n d t h e p e o p l e s 
o f t h e w o r l d w i t h t h e b e g i n n i n g o f a n e w w o r l d w a r . f 

* T h e M a r c h of the M a n c h u r i a n Volunteers, by Nieh Erh, quoted by I . Epstein, 
T h e Peoples' W a r . 

t " The impending war will be a struggle for the domination of the world. The 
Manchurian conflict is only the beginning." The Japanese fascist paper N i h a n , 
Jan. 4, 1932, quoted Anna Louise Strong's C h i n a F i g h t s for F r e e d o m . " The 
Japanese military machine had been built for war, felt prepared for war, and would 
welcome war." Mr. Joseph Grew, U.S. Ambassador to Japan in a report to his 
Government, 13th August, 1942, in Peace and W a r , U.S. Government White Paper 
issued Jan. 2, 1943. 

I 
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S i n c e t h e w i t h d r a w a l o f t h e J a p a n e s e f o r c e s f r o m S h a n t u n g i n 
1 9 2 9 , t h e a g g r e s s i v e e l e m e n t s i n J a p a n , w o r k i n g a l o n g t h e l i n e s 
o f t h e T a n a k a m e m o r a n d u m , h a d l o n g b e e n a w a i t i n g a n o p p o r ­
t u n i t y t o s t r i k e a g a i n a n d m o r e firmly. T h e e c o n o m i c c r i s i s o f 1 9 3 1 
p r o v i d e d t h e m b o t h w i t h t h e c h a n c e a n d w i t h t h e n e e d o f a d v e r t u r e 
B y t r e a t y J a p a n h a d l o n g b e e n a b l e t o s t a t i o n t r o o p s i n S o u t h 
M a n c h u r i a . I n 1 9 3 1 t h e g r o u n d w a s t e s t e d w i t h o n e o r t w o i n c i d e n t s . 
T h e f o r m a t i o n o f t h e r e a c t i o n a r y N a t i o n a l G o v e r n m e n t i n B r i t a i n o n 
A u g u s t 2 4 , h e i g h t e n e d t h e o p p o r t u n i t y . O n S e p t e m b e r 1 8 , o n t h e 
e x c u s e o f a n e x p l o s i o n o n a r a i l w a y , M u k d e n w a s s e i z e d . I n a d a y 
o r t w o a l l t h e m a j o r c i t i e s i n S o u t h M a n c h u r i a w e r e i n J a p a n e s e 
h a n d s . 

T h e N a n k i n g G o v e r n m e n t r e c e i v e d f o r e i g n a d v i c e t o l e a v e t h e 
m a t t e r t o t h e L e a g u e * a n d a d v i s e d C h a n g H s u e h - l i a n g n o t t o r e s i s t . 
I n a n y c a s e h i s a r m i e s w e r e n o t i n t h e t h r e e n o r t h - e a s t e r n p r o v i n c e s 
b u t h a d r e m a i n e d n e a r P e i p i n g f o l l o w i n g t h e F e n g - Y e n r e b e l l i o n , a n d 
a s m a l l e r r e b e l l i o n i n 1 9 3 1 . T h e l o c a l M a n c h u r i a n f o r c e s , p o o r l y 
e q u i p p e d , w i t h o u t o r d e r s , p u t u p a l o c a l , u n c o - o r d i n a t e d a n d i n e f f e c t i v e 
r e s i s t a n c e , a n d w i t h i n t h r e e m o n t h s t h e J a p a n e s e w e r e i n c o n t r o l o f 
t h e w h o l e o f t h e t h r e e C h i n e s e p r o v i n c e s w e c a l l M a n c h u r i a . 

T h e n c a m e t h e p r o b l e m o f o r g a n i s i n g a p u p p e t g o v e r n m e n t . T o 
m a k e q u i t e s u r e t h a t t h e r e w o u l d b e n o o b j e c t i o n s f r o m t h e C h i n e s e 
a n d f o r e i g n g o v e r n m e n t s , J a p a n e s e f o r c e s o n J a n u a r y 2 8 , 1 9 3 2 , 
a t t a c k e d S h a n g h a i , m a i n c e n t r e o f B r i t i s h a n d A m e r i c a n t r a d e a n d 
b a s e o f t h e N a n k i n g g o v e r n m e n t . T h e r e t h e y w e r e m e t b y a g e n e r a l 
s t r i k e i n t h e J a p a n e s e m i l l s , a n d t h e fierce r e s i s t a n c e o f t h e 1 9 t h R o u t e 
A r m y , a c t i n g i n d i s o b e d i e n c e o f o r d e r s t o r e t i r e . t W h i l e t h e B r i t i s h , 
A m e r i c a n a n d o t h e r c o n s u l s w e r e n e g o t i a t i n g t o g e t t h e J a p a n e s e o u t 
o f S h a n g h a i , t h e p u p p e t g o v e r n m e n t o f " M a n c h u k u o , " w e i g h e d d o w n 
w i t h J a p a n e s e a d v i s e r s , c a m e i n t o e x i s t e n c e . T h e S h a n g h a i e x p e d i t i o n , 
h a v i n g s e r v e d i t s p u r p o s e , w a s a l l o w e d t o l a p s e . 

T h e n f o l l o w e d " i n c i d e n t s " a l o n g t h e J e h o l f r o n t i e r . I n F e b r u a r y 
n e x t y e a r J a p a n e s e f o r c e s b e g a n t o o c c u p y t h e p r o v i n c e , b y M a r c h i t 
w a s a d d e d t o " M a n c h u k u o . " T h e J a p a n e s e , n o w w a n t i n g t o d i g e s t 
t h e i r first b i t e , t o b u i l d r a i l w a y s a n d o p e n c o a l a n d i r o n m i n e s , w e r e 
p r e p a r e d t o n e g o t i a t e — o n t e r m s . I n M a y a t r u c e — t h e T a n k u t r u c e — 
w a s a r r a n g e d . A l l C h i n e s e t r o o p s w e r e w i t h d r a w n f r o m a n a r e a 

* " The Government under advice, put its Manchurian case in the hands of 
the League of Nations." (Mme. Chiang Kai-shek, C h i n a at the Cross Roads, p. 51.) 

•i- General Chiang Kai-shek's official biographer, Hollington Tong, states that 
Chiang was in touch with the 19th Route Army during its resistance. Chiang 
was not then in the Government, having resigned all his offices in December, 1931. 
C h i a n g Kai-shek, Soldier and Statesman, vol. I I , pp. 339-40. 
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b e t w e e n P e i p i n g a n d t h e g r e a t W a l l . T h e first s t e p o f J a p a n ' s c a m p a i g n 
h a d b e e n a c c o m p l i s h e d . 

J k p a n h a d t o r n t h r o u g h t h e L e a g u e C o v e n a n t , s h e h a d flouted t h e 
N i n e - P o w e r T r e a t y , s h e h a d t h r e a t e n e d t h e w o r l d w i t h w a r , b u t t h e 
P o w e r s l o o k e d o n w i t h c o m p l a c e n c y , t h e g o v e r n m e n t s o f B r i t a i n a n d 
F r a n c e w i t h d e f i n i t e a p p r o v a l . * C h i n a ' s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e a p p e a l e d 
t o t h e L e a g u e C o v e n a n t , M r . S t i m s o n , U . S . S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e p r o m i s e d 
U n i t e d S t a t e s s u p p o r t f o r L e a g u e a c t i o n , b u t w h e n i n N o v e m b e r S i r 
J o h n S i m o n w a s s e n t t o G e n e v a t o r e p r e s e n t B r i t a i n h e b e g a n s e c r e t 
d i s c u s s i o n s w i t h t h e J a p a n e s e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e . T o d e l a y a c t i o n a p r o ­
p o s a l w a s p u t b e f o r e t h e L e a g u e f o r a C o m m i s s i o n o f I n q u i r y . I t w a s 
a d o p t e d , a n d t h e L y t t o n C o m m i s s i o n w a s s e t u p a n d s e n t t o t h e 
F a r E a s t . W h i l e t h e C o m m i s s i o n i n q u i r e d , t h e J a p a n e s e d u g t h e m ­
s e l v e s i n . 

W h e n i n J a n u a r y , 1 9 3 2 , t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s G o v e r n m e n t a n n o u n c e d 
i t w o u l d n o t r e c o g n i s e t h e J a p a n e s e c o n q u e s t , t h e B r i t i s h F o r e i g n 
O f i i c e i m m e d i a t e l y s a b o t a g e d b y s t a t i n g t h a t , i n v i e w o f J a p a n e s e 
a s s u r a n c e s , i t d i d n o t c o n s i d e r a s i m i l a r n o t e f r o m B r i t a i n 
t o b e n e c e s s a r y . S i r J o h n S i m o n , e x p l a i n i n g B r i t i s h p o l i c y t o 
j o u r n a l i s t s a t G e n e v a , d e c l a r e d " t h a t J a p a n n e e d e d t o e x p a n d , t h a t 
s h e w a s o n l y d o i n g f o r h e r s e l f t o d a y w h a t G r e a t B r i t a i n h a d d o n e i n 
t h e p a s t , a n d t h a t t h e t r o u b l e w i t h t h e L e a g u e C o v e n a n t w a s t h a t i t 
d i d n o t a l l o w s u f f i c i e n t l y f o r t h e d y n a m i c f o r c e s o f h i s t o r y s u c h a s 
t h o s e w h i c h h a d c a r r i e d u s i n t o I n d i a , a n d w e r e c a r r y i n g J a p a n i n t o 
M a n c h u r i a . " t T h e B r i t i s h A m b a s s a d o r i n J a p a n s t a t e d : " T h e 
J a p a n e s e h a d m u c h p r o v o c a t i o n f o r t h e i r a c t i o n s i n M a n c h u k u o . T h e y 
h a d d r i v e n t h e R u s s i a n s o u t a n d t h e r e b y g a i n e d r i g h t s f o r t h e m s e l v e s , 
a n d t h e w a y i n w h i c h t h e C h i n e s e w e r e u n d e r m i n i n g t h e i r rights 
e x h a u s t e d t h e i r p a t i e n c e . . . . T h e C h i n e s e w e r e e x t r e m e l y a n t i -
f o r e i g n a n d h a v e c a u s e d t h e B r i t i s h m u c h t r o u b l e , n e c e s s i t a t i n g t h e 
d i s p a t c h o f m a n y B r i t i s h t r o o p s i n S h a n g h a i t e n y e a r s a g o . " t 
J a p a n e s e t a l k a b o u t t h e n e e d t o c h e c k C o m m u n i s m i n t h e F a r E a s t 
a n d t o " i m p e d e t h e S o v i e t e n c r o a c h m e n t o n I n d i a " f o u n d v o c i f e r o u s 
a p p r o v a l i n - t h e r e a c t i o n a r y p r e s s o f t h e w o r l d . § 

T h e r e p o r t o f t h e L y t t o n C o m m i s s i o n l e d i n t h e e n d o n l y t o t h e 

* The U.S.S.R. was not invited to become a member of the League till 1934. 
China did not renew diplomatic relations with her till 1933. The Soviet Govern­
ment was therefore ignored by the Powers at this time. 

t Inquest on Peace, hy " Vigilantes," London, 1935, p. 34. 
% I b i d , p. 25. 
§ Another expression of the views of this section in Britain was that of 

Lionel Curtis, formerly secretary of that august body, the Royal Institute of 
International Affairs. In 1932 he wrote: " The nightmare which troubles us in 
the East is not fear of Japan, but fear of China." T h e C a p i t a ] Question of C h i n a . 
London, 1932, p. 299. 
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adoption of the Policy of non-recognition of "Manchukuo"* which was 
favoured by the U.S.A. Even so, by 1934 the Federation of British 
Industries had arranged a good-will mission to " Manchukuo." 

But, while the governments wavered or followed pro-Japanese 
policies, wide sections of the people in various countries were acutely 
conscious of the problem raised by the Japanese attack. The Com­
munist parties, the League against Imperialism and other societies 
exerted themselves to win sympathy for China. Lord Marley was 
sent out as a delegate from British societies to an anti-Japanese Congress 
in Shanghai, and the fight of the Shanghai workers and the 19th Route 
Army echoed round the world. Since 1917 there had been brought 
into being strong international political parties, and an increasing body 
of opinion which stood solidly for the end of aggression and the self-
determination of all peoples. Already in 1931 working-class organisa­
tions began to put forward the slogan: " Stop munitions for Japan." 
Nevertheless, the movement was too weak to exercise decisive 
influence, or to proceed much beyond the stage of publicity and the 
collection of money. As yet the people of Britain and other Western 
countries were all too little aware how intimately their well-being was 
bound up with that of China. 

For the Nanking Government, faced with Japanese aggression, there 
wene ithree choices—to resist, which to be effective would have needed 
a complete reversal of its' home policy; to rely on the foreign powers 
who it hoped would ibe friendly; or to capitulate. It chose the middle 
course, with pitiful results. By 1933 those- who argued that, as the 
League had failed, the only alternative was capitulation won the day. 
Wang Ching-wei became Prime Minister and Foreign Minister t and 
arranged the Tangku truce, blaming the " Reds " for his inability to 
send reinforcements to hold the Japanese. Under Wang ihe Nanking 
Government followed the dual policy of appeasement and civil war. 

The Commimist Party and Soviet China 
The direct opposite of appeasement was the policy of the Com­

munist Party of China. The years after 1927 had witnessed a certain 
revival of underground working-class and Communist activity. At 

* The Japanese refused to accept the report. There was widespread demand for sanctions against Japan, especially in France. To forestall any League action the British Government imposed an individual arms embargo on both Japan and China. After a fortnight, having served to confuse the issue, this was allowed to lapse. 
t Wang Ching-wei was Prime Minister Q.e., President of the Executive Yuan) and Foreign Minister from January to August, 1932 and, after a visit to Europe where he met the fascist leaders, from 1933 to November, 1935. When Wang became Premier in 1933 T. V. Soong, now China's Foreign Minister, who had been in favour of resistance to the Japanese invasion of Jehol, resigned from the Government. 
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great cost to themselves they managed in Shanghai and other cities 
somehow to celebrate May Day. In Manchuria the workers in the 
towns were among the first to organise the movement which 
rapidly gave rise to the Volunteer armies, the Manchurian guerillas.* 
Among their leading spirits were many Communists. Following the 
Japanese attack a mass boycott of Japanese goods was imposed in 
China, students demonstrated and the workers in Japanese-owned 
mills in Shanghai came out on general strike. The Soviet areas sent 
large sums (16,000 dollars) to maintain them. Thus were the first 
blows struck in the new advance of the Chinese National Revolu­
tionary Movement. Workers, both men and women, led the way in 
active resistance to the Japanese invasion of the port, inspiring the 
19th Route Army and fighting alongside it. 

By 1931 the Soviets were well estabUshed in many areas of south 
and central China. The chief area was in Kiangsi with its capital at 
Juichen. Here were the main armies under Chu and Mao. The 
second main area was in Hunan, and there were Soviets too in the 
neighbouring provinces of Fukien, Kwangtung and Hupeh. 

In 1930 the Communist Party of China had made preparations for a 
conference in Shanghai, but the organisers were seized by the foreign 
police of the International Settlement and handed over to the Nanking 
authorities for execution. In May and June, and again in July 
and October, 1931, the Soviet areas were engaged in hurling back 
Nanking offensives so that it was not until November that the first 
Congress of the Soviet Republic of China could be held. Then the 
Constitution was discussed, and a labour code, a land law and resolu­
tions about the Red Army, economic policy and national minorities 
were adopted. A Central Executive Committee was elected and, 
following the Congress, the C.E.C. and the Soviet Government met 
and rounded off some, of these laws with supplementary codes and 
further laws. Thus the fundamental structure of Soviet China was 
established. 

There has often been some confusion about the policy of the Chinese 
Soviets because they were not socialist Soviets, so it is perhaps worth 
looking a little at these laws as they clearly reflect the social condition 

* At first there was lack of co-operation between the left wing guerilla units and the troops under General Ma Chan-shan—Governor of Heilingkung—and other officers who had revolted against the Japanese. After stiff fighting Ma was defeated by the Japanese and he then went to the Soviet Union. In 1934-5 great and successful efforts were made by the Communists and others to unite all sections against the Japanese. By 1936 there were no less than six united anti-Japanese guerilla armies operating in the four northern provinces. A meeting of all leaders was held at the beginning of that year which established contact with the Chinese authorities. Since 1937 Ma ha? commanded cavalry units in Inner Mongolia. 
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of China in the early twentieth century.* The republic was a workers' 
and peasants' democracy ("a democratic dictatorship of workers and 
peasants "). " The whole power of the Soviets belongs to the workers 
and peasants and members of the Red Army. All the toiling masses 
of the population have the right to elect their own deputies to give full 
effect to this power." As landlords and capitalists were not working 
people they naturally had no right to vote. There was self-determina­
tion for all the national minorities of China—Mongolians, Tibetans, 
Koreans, Miao and Yao and other peoples. There was freedom of 
speech, of assembly, freedom of religion, freedom of organisation for 
peasants and workers, the emancipation of women, votes at 16 and 
universal education. The elected Congress of Soviets was the supreme 
power. It elected a Central Executive Committee to exercise power 
between Congresses and this C.E.C. appointed the Council of People's 
Commissars, the day to day government.t 

The Chinese Soviets stood for the " freeing of China from the yoke 
of imperialism," for the complete independence of China, the ending 
of all unequal treaties, concessions, and the rights of foreign Powers 
to station troops on Chinese soil. If, however, foreign enterprise was 
willing to abide by the laws of the Soviets then, after securing new 
leases, foreign industrial undertakings were to be permitted. 

The Land Law provided for the confiscation of all the land and 
property of the feudal lords (who still existed in the backward parts 
of China), of landlords, of militarists, and other big private landowners 
The confiscated land was to be given to landless peasants and poor 
peasants. The Law did not propose to equalise holdings, and so richer 
peasants farming their own land were left in possession of it, but the 
law looked forward to the time when the equalisation of holdings 
would be possible. 

The Labour Code set up an eight-hour da.if, with lower hours for 
dangerous work and for adolescents. Fourteen was to be the 
minimum age for entering industry. There were to be insurance 
schemes, holidays, sick leave, maternity benefit, the right to strike, 
trade unions, collective agreements, and factory works committees. 

* Mao Tse-tung once defined the aims of the Soviets as: " to bring the bourgeois 
democratic revolution to completion and to make it possible to turn this revolu­
tion into a higher stage of Socialist revolution." Indeed, none of the measure* 
taken were in contradiction to Dr. Sun Yat-sen's principles (see The New Stage. 
Mao Tse-tung, p. 53.) The first three aims of the Soviets were " to destroy all 
feudal survivals, to annihilate the might of the warlords of China, to unite China." 
See Fundamental Laws oj the Chinese Soviet Republic, London, 1934. 

t Note the contrast with the Nanking Organic Law by which the Kuomintang Party Central Executive Committee appointed the Government. In the Soviet area the C.E.C. was not a party body, but elected by the Congress of Soviets, who in' turn were elected by the people.. Thus for the first time there was a demo­crat'cally elected government in China. 
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The resolution on Economic Policy provided for the nationalisation 

of key industries. Industrial and handicraft enterprises, even large 
scale industrial concerns were to remain in private hands provided 
they obeyed the Labour Code. Private industry was to be encouraged. 
Co-operatives—consumers, industrial and agricultural credit co-opera­
tives—were to be specially fostered, but they had to include workers 
and consumers in their membership besides the paying shareholders. 
A state bank was to be formed, pawnshops nationalised, usury 
abolished, and a single progressive tax replaced the multitude of taxes 
under the old order. 

"The Red Army," declared the resolution on that subject, "is a 
political army, trained and operated in the spirit imbued by the inter­
national tasks of the toiling masses." A Revolutionary Military 
Council was set up and a Chief of Staff. The army was to have 
political departments: there were to be schools, and papers. Soldiers 
were to be given land and their families helped to work it in their 
absence. The Red Army man, during service, was exempt from 
taxation, travelled free, got goods at reduced prices, free education for 
his children, postage free, a pension, and a pension for his family in 
case of death. While serving, his wife could not divorce him without 
his consent. 

In the following elections Mao Tse-tung was chosen Chairman of 
the Council of People's Commissars, and Chu Teh, Chairman of the 
Revolutionary Military Council. 

In 1931 the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China 
was transferred to the Soviet Areas, and Mao Tse-tung became 
General Secretary. In January, 1932, the Party gave a bold lead to 
the nation faced with Japanese aggression, calling for " a National 
Revolutionary war of the armed people against Japanese imperialism 
and in defence of the national independence of China." 

On April 14th, 1932, five months after its Congress, conscious of the 
growing menace of Japanese imperialism to China and feeling itself 
now soundly organised, the Chiiiese Soviet Government declared war 
on Japan and pledged unity with any Kuomintang army which was 
ready to fight the Japanese on three conditions: 

1. Wars against the Soviet districts to cease. 
2. Democratic rights to be granted to the people. 
3. The organisation of anti-Japanese volunteers, i.e., arming the 

people, to be permitted. 
Thus from the very beginning the Soviet Government and the Com­

munist Party undertook the national task of leading the people 
towards a common front to prevent the subjugation of China to 
Japanese domination. 
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U n d e r t h i s b a n n e r o f r e s i s t a n c e t o J a p a n a n d t h e s s p r o g r e s s i v e 
l a w s t h e C o m m u n i s t P a r t y a n d t h e S o v i e t G o v e r n m e n t g r e w i n 
s t r e n g t h a n d p o p u l a r i t y . V e r y s o o n t h i s b r o u g h t v a l u a b l e r e s u l t s . 

T h e N a n k i n g G o v e r n m e n t , f o l l o w i n g t h e p r o - J a p a n e s e p o l i c y o f 
W a n g C h i n g - w e i a n d s h a m e d b y t h e h u m i l i a t i o n s b r o u g h t u p o n 
i t b y J a p a n , t u r n e d t o w r e a k i t s f u r y o n t h e S o v i e t s . * F r o m 
A p r i l t o O c t o b e r , 1 9 3 2 , t h e f o u r t h o f f e n s i v e w a s l a u n c h e d a g a i n s t t h e s e 
a r e a s . T h e fifth o f f e n s i v e l a s t e d f r o m O c t o b e r , 1 9 3 3 , t o O c t o b e r , 1 9 3 4 . 
I n D e c e m b e r , 1 9 3 3 , h o w e v e r , t h e 1 9 t h R o u t e A r m y , w h i c h h a d b e e n 
s e n t d o w n i n 1 9 3 2 f r o m S h a n g h a i , r e v o l t e d a n d p r o c l a i m e d a g o v e r n ­
m e n t i n F u k i e n . T h o u g h t h i s A r m y h a d b e e n p u r g e d a f t e r i t s r e s i s t a n c e 
t o t h e J a p a n e s e a t S h a n g h a i y e t i t s t r a d i t i o n s r e m a i n e d a n d , a f t e r a f e w 
m o n t h s o f R e d A r m y p r o p a g a n d a , i t t u r n e d a g a i n s t t h e c o n t i n u a n c e o f 
c i v i l w a r . T h e G o v e r n m e n t i n F u k i e n , o n l y w e a k l y i n c o n t a c t w i t h 
t h e S o v i e t a r e a s a n d s o o n d i v i d e d f r o m t h e m b y o t h e r N a n k i n g t r o o p s 
w a s s h o r t - l i v e d , b u t a g a i n t h e 1 9 t h R o u t e A r m y h a d t a k e n a s t e p a l o n g 
t h e r o a d o f n a t i o n a l r e s i s t a n c e . 

I n t h e m i d s t o f t h e fifth o f f e n s i v e t h e S e c o n d C o n g r e s s o f S o v i e t s 
w a s h e l d . M a o r e p o r t e d h o w n e w S o v i e t a r e a s h a d b e e n c r e a t e d i n 
S z e c h u a n w h e r e S o v i e t f o r c e s , d r i v e n f r o m C e n t r a l C h i n a , a n d t h e 
S e c o n d R e d A r m y C o r p s h a d g o n e . H e t o l d o f t h e g r o w i n g s t r e n g t h 
o f t h e R e d A r m y , t t h e i n c r e a s e i n w o r k e r s ' w a g e s , o f a t r a d e u n i o n 
m e m b e r s h i p o f 2 2 9 , 0 0 0 , o f t h e e l i m i n a t i o n o f f a m i n e s a m o n g t h e 
p e a s a n t s , t h e g r o w t h o f c o - o p e r a t i v e s a n d m a n y m o r e r e f o r m s . 

O u t o f t h e s t r u g g l e s 1 9 2 1 - 2 7 , o u t o f t h e t e r r i b l e t r i b u l a t i o n s t h a t 
f o l l o w e d t h e d i s r u p t i o n o f t h e n a t i o n a l m o v e m e n t , t h e r e h a d b e e n 
f o r g e d a p a r t y , p u r g e d i n fire, t o u g h e n e d h k e s t e e l , w h o s e w i s d o m h a d 
b e e n l e a r n e d t h r o u g h b i t t e r e x p e r i e n c e , a n d w h o s e s t a t e s m a n s h i p , t h e 
i n t e r m i n g l i n g o f t h e o r y a n d p r a c t i c e , h a d b e e n w e l d e d f r o m t h e l i v e s 

* Japan, of course, was active in fostering civil war. The Nazis, who, before 
they came into power in Germany in 1933, had their contacts with the Nanking 
German military'advisers, pressed and abetted the Nanking Government. The 
British Government was also active. " In the course of these troubles the 
waterways of the Yangtze were kept open by foreign warships, mainly British, 
which were often in action against the guns mounted by the Communists on the 
banks. Little or nothing is heard of this constant expenditure of British ammuni­
tion, because it is in the interests of all but the Communists that this vital artery 
of China should be kept open to traffic. The British officer commanding the 
Yangtze flotilla is entitled ' The Admiral of the Yangtze,' " The Capital Question 
of China, Lionel Curtis, pp. 189-90. At the same time the International Famine 
Relief Commission in China was paying tribute to Communist co-operation in 
distributing supplies and re-building river banks, llie American cotton and wheat 
loans to China in the early 1930's were also partly used to finance the anti-
communist campaigns. 

t One calculation put the strength of the Red Army at 200,000 in 1932, exclusive 
of half-a-miUion partisans, and at 350,000 in 1934. The Soviets did not form a 
consecutive block of -territory but when at their maximum they were dispersed over 
areas with some 50 million inhabitants, some 12 to 20 million of whoin lived in the 
actiwl Soviet areas. 
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o f t h e p e a s a n t s i n t h e field, t h e w o r k e r s i n t h e s h o p a n d t h e s o l d i e r s 
i n t h e r a n k s o f t h e R e d A r m y . 

T h e C o m m u n i s t P a r t y o f C h i n a , t h e R e d A r m y , t h e S o v i e t G o v e r n ­
m e n t w e r e a t r i n i t y o f m i g h t y i n s p i r e r s o f t h e p e o p l e . 

B u t t h e m e n a c e o f J a p a n t o N o r t h C h i n a a n d t h e r i n g o f b l o c k ­
h o u s e s t h a t t h e N a n k i n g G o v e r n m e n t ' s G e r m a n a d v i s e r s w e r e s t e a d i l y 
b u i l d i n g r o u n d t h e S o v i e t a r e a s i n d i c a t e d b o t h t h e d e s i r a b i U t y o f t h e 
R e d A r m y b e i n g i n a k e y p l a c e t o r e s i s t a n y f u r t h e r J a p a n e s e i n v a s i o n 
o f C h i n a , a n d t h e i n c r e a s i n g d i f f i c u l t i e s o f m a i n t a i n i n g t h e p o s i t i o n i n 
K i a n g s i . T h e New York Times on J u n e 2 , 1 9 3 4 , r e p o r t e d h o w c r a c k 
d i v i s i o n s , t r a i n e d b y G e n e r a l v o n S e e k t , * h a d g o n e i n t o a c t i o n a n d w e r e 
u t t e r l y d e f e a t e d b u t , t h o u g h t h e y h a d t h e s t r e n g t h f o r s u c h v i c t o r i e s , 
t h e S o v i e t a u t h o r i t i e s d e c i d e d t o d e l a y n o l o n g e r . 

S o , l e a v i n g b e h i n d a s m a l l r e a r g u a r d a n d b r e a k i n g t h r o u g h f o u r r i n g s 
o f b l o c k h o u s e s , fighting, f e i n t i n g a n d b e w i l d e r i n g t h e N a n k i n g f o r c e s 
as t o t h e i r d i r e c t i o n , t h e y se t o u t o n t h e m a r c h t o S h e n s i w h e r e s m a l l 
S o v i e t d i s t r i c t s h a d e x i s t e d s i n c e 1 9 3 2 a n d t o w h e r e u n i t s o f t h e R e d 
A r m y , f o r c e d f r o m H o n a n i n 1 9 3 4 , h a d a l r e a d y g o n e . I n O c t o b e r , 
1 9 3 5 , t h e m a i n R e d A r m y , h e l p e d b y t h e s u p p o r t o f t h e p e o p l e i n t h e 
d i s t r i c t s t h r o u g h w h i c h i t p a s s e d , a r r i v e d i n S h e n s i a f t e r m a r c h i n g o v e r 
3 , 0 0 0 t m i l e s . t h r o u g h t w e l v e P r o v i n c e s , fighting i n n u m e r a b l e e n g a g e ­
m e n t s , a n d c r o s s i n g t h e Y a n g t z e , t h e T a t u , t h e Y e l l o w a n d 1 7 
o t h e r l a r g e r i v e r s , b r i n g i n g w i t h t h e m l a t h e s , t u r n i n g m a c h i n e s , , 
s t a m p e r s , d i e s , l i g h t p r i n t i n g m a c h i n e s a n d m a n y s i m i l a r t h i n g s s o 
t h a t t h e n e w a r e a w o u l d n o t b e w i t h o u t m o d e r n i n d u s t r i a l m a c h i n e r y . 

Constructing Unity 
B e f o r e t h e L o n g M a r c h w a s finished t h e J a p a n e s e h a d a l r e a d y 

r e n e w e d t h e i r o f f e n s i v e a g a i n s t C h i n a , t h i s t i m e t h r o u g h p o l i t i c a l 
i n t r i g u e s d e s i g n e d t o b r i n g t h e five n o r t h e r n p r o v i n c e s o f C h i n a u n d e r 
J a p a n e s e d o m i n a t i o n . S u c h a s t e p w o u l d h a v e b e e n b u t a b r i e f p r e l u d e 
t o t h e c o m p l e t e s u b j u g a t i o n o f t h e w h o l e c o u n t r y . 

R e s p o n d i n g t o t h e n e e d s o f t h e c o u n t r y t h e C o m m u n i s t P a r t y o f 
C h i n a , w h o s e C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e h a d f r e s h l y a r r i v e d i n t h e N o r t h 
W e s t , i s s u e d o n A u g u s t 1 " A n a p p e a l t o t h e w h o l e p e o p l e o f C h i n a 
o n R e s i s t i n g J a p a n a n d S a v i n g t h e C o u n t r y . " I t r e a d : 

" C i t i z e n s a l l ! S o n s a n d d a u g h t e r s o f o u r f a t h e r l a n d . . . . 

" E i t h e r w e r e s i s t t h e J a p a n e s e , w h i c h m e a n s U f e , o r w e r e n o u n c e 
r e s i s t a n c e , w h i c h m e a n s d e a t h . . . ." 

" T h e C h i n e s e S o v i e t G o v e r n m e n t i s p r e p a r e d t o t a k e t h e i n i t i a t i v e 

* The German adviser of these campaigns who later joined the Nazi army, 
t The figures 6,000 or 8,000 are sometimes given. 
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in forming an all-China government of national defence; it is prepared 
to enter into immediate negotiations for the organisation of a govern­
ment of national defence and for taking part in it with all political 
parties and groups in China, with all prominent political and public 
workers, with all mass organisations and with all local military and 
political authorities who desire to take part in the fight to resist Japan 
and to save the country." 

It laid down ten fundamental tasks of such a people's government including: 
1. Armed resistance to Japanese expansion and restitution of all occupied territory. 
2. Improved livelihood for the people including relief of famine 

areas through improving water control, better wages, tax reforms, 
universal free education. 

3. Confiscation of the property of the Japanese and of pro-Japanese traitors. 
4. Democratic liberties and the release of all political prisoners. 
5. The establishment of relations with all peoples hostile to Japanese imperialism.* • 
At the same time, in order to emphasise its sincerity in desiring a 

national front against Japan, the Chinese Soviets altered their economic 
policy, reducing the amount of land confiscated from small landlords 
and increasing the encouragement given to private industry and trade. 

Already on August 2, 1934, 3,000 prominent Chinese men and 
women from many different spheres, led by Madame Sun Yat-sen, had 
called a halt to any further submission by the Nanking Government 
to Japan and had put forward a " Basic Programme of the Chinese 
People for War Against Japan" calling for the mobilisation of all 
forces, the rallying and arming of the whole people, the confiscation 
of .Japanese owned enterprises, an elected national council of the 
Chinese people and an alliance with all enemies of Japan. 

These two programmes opened the way to the rallying of the nation 
in united resistance to Japan, a united resistance founded upon demo­
cratic liberty and built from the ranks of the people, the peasants and 
workers, upwards to the Government itself. Necessarily unity had to 
begin with the ending of civil war. The' simple slogan " Chinese must 
not fight Chinese," was the most classic expression of the campaign. 

The problems were formidable enough. The peasants, the majority 
of the nation, had been dulled by the events of 1927. Illiterate, 

• In adopting this new approach to national unity and making it the central point of- Communist policy and propaganda, the Chinese Communist Party wa* helped and guided by the discussions and resolutions of the Seventh World Congresi of the Communist International (1935). 
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with only rudimentary ideas of organisation, relatively isolated 
in the many thousands of villages, how were they to be 
awakened and drawn in to become a sure basis of the movement? 
The Soviets that had appeared in different areas from Honan to as 
far south as Hainan island from 1927 to 1934, and the propaganda 
of the Red armies on the Long March had avrakened some. The 
peasants of the four north-eastern provinces, with their experience of 
Japanese rule, already knew the need of unity against the Japanese. But 
how could the knowledge of the need be spread throughout the length 
and breadth of China? 

In the towns the workers were more awake and active and had more 
tradition and experience of organisation, but only in the Soviet 
north-west were trade unions flourishing and democratic. Elsewhere 
there were either illegal underground organisations or feeble 
Kuomintang unions that were anything but democratically built. How 
could the workers pierce the net and become the key force which would 
save the nation from slavery? 

The Chinese industrial bourgeoisie was still very weak, uncertain 
of its direction, a prey to the fears it had expressed in 1927. The 
financiers and merchants had their links with foreign capital, not least 
with Japan and with the landlords who feared any movement that 
would increase the power of their tenant peasants. 

Nor was the Nanking Government yet the ruler of all the land. The 
larger of the previous war lords, for the most part, still held their power. 
The group of Chen Chi-ting, Li Tsung-jen and Pai Chung-hsi since 
1931 had had its own Southwest Political Council and Central 
Executive Committee of the Southwest Kuomintang and acted in 
almost every way as an independent government; Yeh Hsi-shan ruled 
supreme in Shansi; in Kweichow, in Szechuan, in Yunnan, in Shantung 
were men of the old war lord tradition, in Szechuan and Kweichow they 
were carrying on the very worst of the old war lord policies—immense 
exploitation of the peasantry (in s.ome areas of Szechuan peasants 
had had to pay taxes up to thirty years in advance), and an immense 
amount of opium growing. Each had his own army, each drew the 
revenue from his area and either contributed or did not contribute 
to the Nanking government as he saw fit. Each immensely jealous 
of his own power, and often anxious to extend it, how could they be 
brought into a national front? Elsewhere, in charge of the so-called 
provincial "Peace Preservation Corps" and even in sections of the 
regular army itself, were ambitious military men. 

Among the intellectuals, while many believed resistance was the only 
way, others were faint-hearted, holding that China, a weak country, 
lacking industry, could not challenge a strong, relatively industrialised 
country like Japan. Though the students, throughout the whole period, 
had played a leading role in the anti-Japanese demonstrations, showing 
great heroism and wisdom in the student strikes and demonstrations. 
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h o w c o u l d t h e y b e t a u g h t t h a t t h e o n l y s t r e n g t h o f t h e i r m o v e m e n t 
w a s i n u n i s o n w i t h t h e m o v e m e n t o f t h e c o m m o n p e o p l e ? 

A s f o r t h e f o r e i g n p o w e r s , w h a t c o u n t r y b u t t h e S o v i e t U n i o n h a d 
s h o w e d a n y i n t e r e s t i n C h i n e s e u n i t y ? E v e n a f t e r 1 9 2 7 B r i t a i n h a d 
o b v i o u s l y b e e n o n g o o d t e r m s w i t h Y e n H s i - s h a n a n d F e n g Y u - h s i a n g 
i n t h e i r r e v o l t i n 1 9 3 0 . H a d n o t a l e a d i n g B r i t i s h e r b e e n o n e o f t h e i r 
p r o m i n e n t o f f i c i a l s a t t h a t t i m e ? I n t h e S o u t h , a l s o , B r i t i s h a n d 
F r e n c h p o U c y h a d n o t b e e n u n c o n n e c t e d w i t h t h e f o r m a t i o n o f t h e 
S o u t h w e s t P o l i t i c a l C o u n c i l w h o s e s e a t o f g o v e r n m e n t w a s n e x t d o o r 
t o H o n g k o n g . T h o u g h J a p a n w a s o b v i o u s l y t h r e a t e n i n g t h e i r i n t e r e s t s 
t h e y s e e m e d s i n g u l a r l y u n a w a r e o f i t . 

M o r e o v e r , t h e c o u n t r y w a s s t i l l i n t h e m i d s t o f c i v i l w a r , w i t h t h e 
b i t t e r h a t e s o f n i n e l o n g y e a r s o f s l a u g h t e r , t h a t h a d s e e n t h e d e a t h 
o f s o m a n y o f t h e b e s t o f t h e n a t i o n . 

F i n a l l y , J a p a n e s e a g e n t s w e r e b u s y p r i s i n g a t e v e r y fissure i n t h e 
n a t i o n , f a n n i n g t h e fires o f h a t e , p l a y i n g o n p e r s o n a l a n d p o U t i c a l 
j e a l o u s i e s a n d a m b i t i o n s , s p r e a d i n g c o r r u p t i o n . I n N o r t h C h i n a , u n d e r 
t h e p r o t e c t i o n o f e x t r a t e r r i t o r i a l i t y , t h e y s m u g g l e d e v e r i n c r e a s i n g 
q u a n t i t i e s o f o p i u m . A l l o f f i c i a l s w h o w e r e p r e p a r e d t o s e l l t h e m ­
s e l v e s t h e y w e r e p r e p a r e d t o b u y . I n t h e s o u t h t h e y i n t r i g u e d w i t h t h e 
C a n t o n g r o u p . T h e i r a g e n t s s o u g h t o u t e v e r y w a r l o r d t o p i t h i m 
a g a i n s t N a n k i n g . T h e i r s p i e s a n d e m i s s a r i e s w e n t a s f a r i n l a n d a s 
C h e t i g t u , * K a s h g a r a n d L h a s a . I n t h e G o v e r n m e n t i t s e l f , o p e n l y a n d 
b y i n t r i g u e , u s i n g s u c h t o o l s a s W a n g C h i n g - w e i a n d h i s h e n c h m e n , 
t h e y w o v e t h e i r w e b s . S i m u l t a n e o u s l y , f o l l o w i n g T r o t s k y ' s d e c l a r a t i o n i n 
1 9 3 2 a g a i n s t t h e C h i n e s e C o m m u n i s t P a r t y ' s p o h c y o f n a t i o n a l r e s i s t ­
a n c e , t h e y h i r e d a l l t h e T r o t s k y i s t a g e n t s t h e y c o u l d t o m o v e a m o n g t h e 
w o r k e r s a n d p e a s a n t s , s h o u t i n g " a n t i - c a p i t a h s t " s l o g a n s , p r e s s i n g f o r 
t h e c o n t i n u a t i o n o f c i v i l w a r . T h e y e v e n s o u g h t t o p l a c e t h e i r a g e n t s 
i n t h e r a n k s o f t h e C o m m u n i s t P a r t y i t s e l f , t h o u g h i t w a s v e r y , a n d 
s u c c e s s f u l l y , v i g i l a n t . I n e v e r y w a y c o n c e i v a b l e t o t h e m i n d o f m a n 
a n d d e v i l , t h e J a p a n e s e f a s c i s t s s o u g h t t o f r u s t r a t e t h e f o r m a t i o n o f 
a c o m m o n f r o n t o f r e s i s t a n c e . 

F o r a t i m e t h e J a p a n e s e g a i n e d g r o u n d . I n 1 9 3 4 t h e W a n g C h i n g -
w e i G o v e r n m e n t a l t e r e d t h e C h i n e s e t a r i f f , i n c r e a s i n g , the d u t y o n 
i m p o r t e d r a w c o t t o n , l o w e r i n g t h a t o n i m p o r t e d t e x t i l e s , a n d m a k i n g 
o t h e r a d j u s t m e n t s t o s u i t J a p a n e s e b i g b u s i n e s s , t h u s i n j u r i n g C h i n e s e 
i n d u s t r i a l i s t s ( a n d a l s o B r i t i s h t r a d e ) . I n 1 9 3 5 , a t t h e c u l m i n a t i o n o f 
•the J a p a n e s e i n t r i g u e s t o s e p a r a t e t h e five n o r t h e r n p r o v i n c e s o f C h i n a , 
W a n g C h i n g - w e i a n d H o Y l n g - c h i n , M i n i s t e r o f W a r , n e g o t i a t e d first 
t h e H o - U m e t s u A g r e e m e n t a n d t h e n p u t t w o n o r t h e r n p r o v i n c e s — 
H o p e i a n d C h a h a r — u n d e r a s p e c i a l p o l i t i c a l c o u n c i l , l e d b y G e n e r a l 
S u n g C h e h - y u a n . I n t h e s e t w o p r o v i n c e s a n t i - J a p a n e s e o r g a n i s a t i o n s 
w e r e s q u a s h e d , i n c l u d i n g e v e n t h e l o c a l b r a n c h e s o f t h e K u o m i n t a n g . 

Two were caught and killed in Chengtu by the infuriated people in 1936. 
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J a p a n a l s o s u c c e e d e d i n s p l i t t i n g o f f p a r t o f E a s t H o p e i u n d e r a p u p p e t 
r e g i m e , a n d w a s i n t r i g u i n g w i t h a n d b r i b i n g t h e p r i n c e s i n I n n e r 
M o n g o l i a . 

A t t h e s a m e t i m e t h e r e w e r e s i g n s o f h o p e . T h e c o u r a g e o u s r e s i s t ­
a n c e o f t h e E t h i o p i a n s , a f a r l e s s d e v e l o p e d p e o p l e t h a n t h e C h i n e s e , 
t o t h e I t a l i a n i n v a s i o n o f t h e i r c o u n t r y h a d a n i m m e n s e a n d i n s p i r i n g 
e f f e c t o n t h e w h o l e C h i n e s e p e o p l e . * T h e s t u d e n t m o v e m e n t , w h i c h 
h a d s u r g e d u p i n 1 9 3 1 , w a s g r o w i n g m o r e v i g o r o u s a g a i n , e s p e c i a l l y 
i n N o r t h C h i n a . O n D e c e m b e r 5 , 1 9 3 5 , d e s p i t e t h e b a y o n e t s a n d 
b r o a d s w o r d s o f s o l d i e r s a n d p o l i c e , t h e s t u d e n t s o f P e i p i n g d e m o n ­
s t r a t e d a g a i n s t t h e H o - U m e t s u A g r e e m e n t s h o u t i n g , " S t o p C i v i l W a r ! 
P e o p l e , A r m Y o u r s e l v e s ! D e c l a r e W a r o n J a p a n ! " T i e n t s i n s t u d e n t s 
f o l l o w e d s u i t . A l l o v e r t h e c o u n t r y s t u d e n t s p r e p a r e d t o m a r c h t o 
N a n k i n g . E v e r y w h e r e t h e y m a d e a p o i n t o f f r a t e r n i s i n g w i t h p o l i c e 
a n d s o l d i e r s . E v e n t u a l l y , G e n e r a l C h i a n g K a i - s h e k a g r e e d t o m e e t 
a s m a l l d e p u t a t i o n . N a t i o n a l S a l v a t i o n U n i o n s s p r a n g u p . N e x t 
y e a r , 1 9 3 6 , o n t h e s a m e d ^ y , t h e d e m o n s t r a t i o n s w e r e e v e n g r e a t e r a n d 
m o r e u n i v e r s a l . T h o u g h a t L o y a n g s o m e d e m o n s t r a t o r s w e r e s h o t , t h e 
s p i r i t o f t h e s t u d e n t s c o u l d n o t b e d a m p e d , n o r d i d t h e y c e a s e t o c a l l 
t h e p o h c e a n d s o l d i e r s " b r o t h e r C h i n e s e " w h o s h o u l d b e w i t h t h e m i n 
t h e s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t J a p a n . E v e n t h e s t u d e n t s a t N a n k i n g a n d o t h e r 
m i l i t a r y a c a d e m i e s w e r e c a u g h t u p i n t h e m o v e m e n t . O f f i c i a l r e p r e s s i o n 
c o u l d h i n d e r t h e m o v e m e n t f r o m t i m e t o t i m e b u t c o u l d n o t p r e v e n t i t s 
g r o w t h . I n field a n d f a c t o r y t h e s l o g a n " C h i n e s e m u s t n o t fight 
C h i n e s e " s p r e a d r a p i d l y . 

A n d i n a l l t h e s e s t i r r i n g s o f t h e N a t i o n a l m o v e m e n t , t h e C o m m u n i s t 
P a r t y , b e c a u s e i t w a s r e s o l u t e a n d c l e a r o f p u r p o s e , a c t e d a s t h e p o l e 
a r o u n d w h i c h t h e m o v e m e n t c o u l d c r y s t a l l i z e . 

T h e n t h e r e w e r e t h e s o n g s — " T h e M a r c h o f t h e M a n c h u r i a n 
V o l u n t e e r s " : 

" A r i s e a l l y e w h o w i l l n o t b e s l a v e s 
O u r f l e s h a n d b l o o d w i l l b u i l d a n e w G r e a t W a l L " t 

T h e m u s i c c o m p o s e d b y a Y u n n a n e s e , first a c o o l i e a n d t h e n a 
s o l d i e r , w h o h a d l e a r n t i n S h a n g h a i t o p l a y t h e m o u t h - o r g a n ; t h e w o r d s 
b y a r i s i n g d r a m a t i s t a r r e s t e d f o r h i s a d v o c a c y o f r e s i s t a n c e , t h i s 
M a r c h s p r e a d t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t r y , d e f y i n g a l l c e n s o r s h i p . S u c h 
i s t h e p o w e r o f s i m p l e m u s i c . P e a s a n t s h u m m e d i t i n t h e r i c e fields, 
c o o l i e s a s t h e y c a r r i e d t h e i r l o a d s , a n d w o r k e r s i n t h e m i n e s a n d a t t h e 
b e n c h e s . 

T h e C h i n e s e R e d A r m y h a d i n i t i a t e d t h e h a b i t o f s i n g i n g s o n g s o f 

* The Chinese Communist Party sent a warm message of encouragement to 
the Ethiopians, whose country was invaded in October, 1935. 

t The Great Wall in North China had been built by the early emperors to 
protect China from the ravages of barbarian peoples. 



5 6 T H E B I R T H O F N E W C H I N A 

l i b e r t y . I t w a s a g r e a t s t i m u l u s o n t h e L o n g M a r c h . T h e N a t i o n a l 
S a l v a t i o n M o v e m e n t h a d t a k e n t h e i d e a u p — a n d a y o u n g Y . M . C . A , 
s e c r e t a r y h e l p e d t o s p r e a d i t , e v e n v i s i t i n g C h i n e s e t r o o p s i n S u i y u a n 
t o t e a c h t h e m p a t r i o t i c s o n g s . M a s s s i n g i n g g r o u p s — o f w o r k e r s a n d 
s t u d e n t s , c l e r k s a n d r i k s h a c o o l i e s — s p r a n g u p e v e r y w h e r e . T h e n a t i o n 
s a n g t h e s o n g s o f r e s i s t a n c e . 

I n l i t e r a t u r e , T i e n C h u n ' s n o v e l . Village in August, a b o u t a 
M a n c h u r i a n g u e r i l l a b a n d , a p p e a r i n g i n 1 9 3 4 , w a s i m m e n s e l y p o p u l a r . 

I n N o v e m b e r , 1 9 3 5 , W a n g C h i n g - w e i , P r i m e M i n i s t e r a n d F o r e i g n 
M i n i s t e r , w a s s h o t a t a n d w o u n d e d . T a k i n g t h e h i n t h e l e f t f o r E u r o p e . 
C h i a n g K a i - s h e k n o w b e c a m e P r e s i d e n t o f t h e E x e c u t i v e Y u a n , t h a t 
i s h e a d o f t h e G o v e r n m e n t , i n a d d i t i o n t o h i s p r e v i o u s p o s t s as C h a i r ­
m a n o f t h e N a t i o n a l M i l i t a r y C o u n c i l a n d C o m m a n d e r - i n - C h i e f . 

I n 1 9 3 4 - 3 5 h e , w i t h h i s w i f e , d o i n g w h a t n o o t h e r G o v e r n m e n t l e a d e r 
h a d d o n e , v i s i t e d t h e o u t l y i n g p r o v i n c e s o f C h i n a . H e h a d r e m o v e d 
t h e u t t e r l y c o r r u p t o p i u m - p r o f i t e e r i n g G o v e r n o r o f K w e i c h o w , l i m i t e d 
t h e p o w e r o f t h e l o c a l w a r l o r d s i n S z e c h u a n , v i s i t e d Y u n n a n a n d 
t h e N o r t h - W e s t , i n c l u d i n g n i n e p r o v i n c e s i n h i s t r i p . P a r t l y t h e v i s i t s 
w e r e c o n n e c t e d w i t h e f f o r t s t o s t o p t h e m a r c h o f t h e R e d A r m y , b u t 
t h e y r e s u l t e d i n t h e r e m o v a l o f o n e o f t h e w o r s t g o v e r n o r s a n d b r o u g h t 
o t h e r p r o v i n c i a l l e a d e r s i n m o r e d i r e c t t o u c h w i t h t h e G o v e r n m e n t . 
S i g n i f i c a n t l y , i n S e p t e m b e r , 1 9 3 5 , t h e J a p a n e s e G e n e r a l T a d a h a d 
a l r e a d y i s s u e d a c a l l f o r t h e o v e r t h r o w o f C h i a n g . N o w C h i a n g 
r e m i n d e d a K u o m i n t a n g g a t h e r i n g t h a t " i n t i m e s o f p e a c e a w i s e m a n 
p r e p a r e s f o r w a r . " H e a n d o t h e r K u o m i n t a n g l e a d e r s w e r e b e g i n n i n g 
t o f e e l t h a t J a p a n ' s p l a n s f o r t u r n i n g C h i n a i n t o a c o l o n y m u s t b e 
o p p o s e d . B u t t h o u g h t h e m o s t a m b i t i o u s a i m s o f t h e J a p a n e s e i n N o r t h 
C h i n a w e r e d i v e r t e d , t h e a g r e e m e n t f o r t h e H o p e i - C h a h a r P o l i t i c a l 
C o u n c i l w e n t t h r o u g h . 

T h e r e v e l a t i o n i n 1 9 3 5 o f J a p a n ' s i n s a t i a b l e a m b i t i o n s a n d g r e e d 
h a d c r e a t e d w i d e s p r e a d a l a r m . C h i n e s e b u s i n e s s m e n , i n j u r e d b y t h e 
t a r i f f c h a n g e s , s e e i n g J a p a n b o t h a f t e r t h e r i c h e s i n N o r t h C h i n a a n d 
e a g e r t o s m a s h C h i n a ' s a t t e m p t s t o i n d u s t r i a l i s e h e r s e l f , w e r e d e f i n i t e l y 
a n x i o u s . M i l i t a r y l e a d e r s l i k e F e n g Y u - h s i a n g , w h o s e s t r e n g t h l a y i n 
N o r t h C h i n a , w e r e c r i t i c a l o f t h e p e r p e t u a l c o n c e s s i o n s t o J a p a n . 
A r m i e s l i k e t h o s e o f C h a n g H s u e h - l i a n g ( t h e " T u n g p e i " a r m y , w h i c h 
h a d c o m e f r o m M a n c h u r i a ) d e m a n d e d i n c r e a s i n g l y t h a t e f f o r t s s h o u l d 
b e m a d e t o w i n b a c k t h e i r h o m e l a n d i n s t e a d o f t h i s p e r p e t u a l r e t r e a t . 
E v e n t h e K u o m i n t a n g c o u l d n o t i g n o r e t h e f a c t t h a t t h e J a p a n e s e h a d 
m a d e a s p e c i a l p o i n t o f d e s t r o y i n g t h e i r p a r t y o r g a n i s a t i o n s i n N o r t h 
C h i n a . 

N o w t h a t t h e J a p a n e s e h a d e x p r o p r i a t e d ( i n 1 9 3 4 ) a l l t h e B r i t i s h a n d 
A m e r i c a n o i l i n t e r e s t s i n " M a n c h u k u o " o n t o p o f t h e i r p r e v i o u s 
s e i z u r e o f t h e c u s t o m s , a n d h a d t u r n e d a w a y a l m o s t e m p t y h a n d e d 
t h e m i s s i o n s e n t o u t b y t f i e F e d e r a t i o n o f B r i t i s h I n d u s t r i e s t o 
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" M a n c h u k u o "*; n o w t h a t t h e y h a d d e n o u n c e d t h e L o n d o n a n d 
W a s h i n g t o n n a v a l t r e a t i e s a n d f o r c e d W a n g C h i n g - w e i ' s G o v e r n m e n t i n 
1 9 3 5 t o c a n c e l C h i n a ' s c o n t r a c t w i t h A m e r i c a n a i r c r a f t i n s t r u c t o r s , 
B r i t i s h b u s i n e s s firms i n N o r t h C h i n a w e r e a l s o u n e a s y , as w e r e s o m e 
m e m b e r s o f t h e B r i t i s h a n d A m e r i c a n G o v e r n m e n t s . 

A t t h e b e g i n n i n g o f 1 9 3 6 t h e J a p a n e s e F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r p r e s s e d 
C h i n a t o a g r e e t o c o m m o n a c t i o n a g a i n s t t h e C o m m u n i s t s , b u t a s t h e 
o f l t i c i a l b i o g r a p h e r o f G e n e r a l C h i a n g K a i - s h e k w r o t e a l i t t l e l a t e r " t h e 
a c t i o n o f J a p a n i n d e m a n d i n g t h e r i g h t t o a s s i s t C h i n a i n t h e s u p ­
p r e s s i o n o f t h e R e d s . . . " h a d " l e d m a n y c o n s e r v a t i v e C h i n e s e f o 
w o n d e r i f i t w o u l d n o t b e w e l l t o c o m e t o a n u n d e r s t a n d i n g w i t h t h e 
C h i n e s e C o m m u n i s t s i n t h e N o r t h - W e s t i n o r d e r t o m e e t m o r e 
e f f e c t i v e l y t h e e x t e r n a l m e n a c e f r o m t h e a g g r e s s i o n s o f J a p a n . " t 

L a t e r i n t h e y e a r t h e G e r m a n - J a p a n e s e " a n t i - C o m i n t e r n " P a c t , 
s i g n e d o n N o v e m b e r 2 5 , 1 9 3 6 , w a s o b v i o u s l y a c l o a k f o r d e s i g n s a g a i n s t 
C h i n a , a s w e l l a s a g a i n s t B r i t a i n a n d t h e U . S . A . 

O n t h e 5 t h o f M a y , 1 9 3 6 , t h e C o m m u n i s t P a r t y o f C h i n a 
i s s u e d a n a p p e a l t o t h e N a n k i n g G o v e r n m e n t f o r t h e c e s s a t i o n o f c i v i l 
w a r . O n t h e first o f J u n e t h e A l l - C h i n a N a t i o n a l S a l v a t i o n L e a g u e 
w a s o r g a n i s e d , w i t h M m e . S u n Y a t - s e n a n d t h e p r o m i n e n t C a t h o l i c M a 
H s i a n g - i P e h a m o n g i t s l e a d e r s . I t p r o c l a i m e d i t s t h r e e m i n i m u m 
d e m a n d s as t h e e n d o f h o s t i l i t i e s i n t h e S o u t h - W e s t , a r m i s t i c e w i t h t h e 
R e d A r m y , a n d t h e r i g h t f r e e l y t o p r o p a g a t e a n t i - J a p a n e s e p r o p a g a n d a . 
I t d r e w t o g e t h e r t h e l o c a l N a t i o n a l S a l v a t i o n o r g a n i s a t i o n s w h i c h h a d 
a r i s e n a t t h e e n d o f 1 9 3 5 a n d h a d s t e a d i l y g r o w n i n n u m b e r s . 

I n J u n e a n d a g a i n i n S e p t e m b e r , J a p a n e s e p u p p e t f o r c e s i n v a d e d 
S u i y u a n . T h e p u l s e s o f t h e n a t i o n a l m o v e m e n t b e a t r a p i d l y . 

T o m e e t t h e m e n a c e t h e R e d A r m y b e g a n t o m o v e i n t o S h a n s i , b u t 
w h e n i t w a s e v i d e n t t h a t t h i s w o u l d p r o d u c e a c l a s h w i t h o t h e r C h i n e s e 
f o r c e s t h e y w i t h d r e w a s a n e a r n e s t o f t h e i r d e s i r e f o r u n i t y . 

I n S u i y u a n t h e C h i n e s e f o r c e s p u t u p a s u c c e s s f u l r e s i s t a n c e . T h e 
c o m m a n d i n g g e n e r a l , F u T s o - y i , w a s o n e o f t h e first t o w e l c o m e m a s s 
s u p p o r t f o r h i s a r m y . M a n y s t u d e n t s a n d o t h e r s f r o m a l l p a r t s o f 
C h i n a w e n t n o r t h t o j o i n i n t h i s fight a g a i n s t J a p a n a n d m o r e t h a n 
1 0 0 , 0 0 0 C h i n e s e w o r k e r s i n J a p a n e s e t e x t i l e m i l l s a n d o t h e r e n t e r p r i s e s 
i n S h a n g h a i , T s i n g t a o a n d T i e n t s i n c a m e o u t o n g e n e r a l s t r i k e s h o u t i n g , 
" W h y s h o u l d w e b e e x p l o i t e d b y t h e i n v a d e r s o f o u r c o u n t r y ! " T o 
m a n y a c u t e C h i n e s e o b s e r v e r s t h i s w a s t h e g r e a t e v e n t o f t h e y e a r . 
T h e s t r i k e l a s t e d a m o n t h , t h o u g h f o r m a n y w o r k e r s i t m e a n t n o t 
o n l y o f f i c i a l p e r s e c u t i o n b u t a l s o s t a r v a t i o n . J a p a n e s e m a r i n e s w e r e 
r u s h e d t o T s i n g t a o . T h e y c o u l d n o t s t o p t h e m o v e m e n t . I n S h a n g h a i 
t h e N a t i o n a l S a l v a t i o n m o v e m e n t o r g a n i s e d a c o m m i t t e e , l e d b y a 

* All the mission secured was the acceptance " in principle " ot British col­
laboration in developing " Manchukuo " and a minor agreement about steel 
products. 

t C h i a n g Kai-shek, Soldier and Statesman, Hollington Tong, p. 455. 
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publisher, a University professor, a banker and others, for the support 
of the strikers. The wings of the national movement were beginning 
to come together. The Government threw seven leaders of 
the committee into jail. General Feng Yu-hsiang, who had become 
Inspector-General of ;the Chinese Army and a member of the National 
Military Council, and other officials openly expressed their disapproval. 

When such a powerful movement exists and the Government seems 
to oppose it, or at least to be indifferent to it, ambitious and 
unscrupulous men are wont to seek to use it for their personal ends. 

In 1936 the South-West Political Council became active, demanding 
an anti-Japanese policy, though as was learnt later its leader. General 
Chen Chi-ting, was in touch with the Japanese himself.* Revolting 
against Nanking they began to move troops northward, under the 
banner of war against Japan. This Situation was a test of the wisdom 
of the growing national movement. 

The Communist Party immediately laid down certain general 
principles. If this South-West movement is sincere, they said, then it 
must allow popular anti-Japanese activity and the arming of the people 
in the territory it controls. It must be prepared to ally itself also with 
the Red Army and the anti-Japanese formations. But nothing was 
further from Chen Chi-ting's mind. He therefore received little support 
anywhere. When his armies met those of the Nanking Government his 
airmen deserted, taking their planes with them. Chen Chi-ting fled. A 
new Governor was appointed in Kwangtung, the South-West Political 
Council came to an end. Generals L i Tsung-jen and Pai Chung-hsi, 
the two other prominent members of the Political Council, rulers of 
Kwangsi, came to terms with Nanking, Pai being admitted to the 
National Military Council. 

So the growing national movement was helping to squeeze out the 
most corrupt of the local leaders and to bring the better ones into as­
sociation with the Central Government. Moreover, die comptetion of 
the Canton-Hankow railway, linking the Yangtze valley to Canton, and 
the growth of airways were bringing about the physical unification of 
the country.f General Chiang, visiting Canton for the settlement of 

* In 1935 the Japanese General Doihara had visited Kwangtung and Kwangsi. 
One of the results of his visit was a sharp decline of British influence in those 
provinces. 

t In 1934 the Nanking Government had abandoned the silver standard and 
gone on to a managed paper currency (arranged in conjunction with the Leith-
Ross mission), thus giving China a national currency fbr the first time. In return 
for new arrangements in the payment of old railway loans China received new 
credits from Britain, U.S.A. and Germany. The completion of the Canton-
Hankow railway in 1936 was the chief result. Two airlines, China National 
Aviation (Chinese-U.S.A.) and Eurasia (Chinese-German) were set up and covered 
a large part of the country. Other plans for steelworks, etc., were made abortive 
by the Japanese attack in 1937. In 1935-36 also a number of factories (which 
had to be 51 per cent Chinese owned) came into existence, but foreign financiers 
were not favourable to this growth of Chinese industry. 

T H E S T R U G G L E F O R U N I T Y 59 

the affair with the South-Western leaders, met the British Consul and 
the Governor of Hongkong. Evidently British policy, too, was 
beginning to s e i s the danger? of civil war in China. 

At Nanking there was now a tension of forces. One group forecasting 
that a greater crisis would soon be imposed on China by Japan; 
conscious that now it was only Japan who was pursuing a disruptive 
internal policy in China; aware of the strength of the national move­
ment, and feeling stronger because of the Government's growing 
control over the provinces, was anxious to prepare for resistance. 
Another group, the followers of Wang Ching-wei, was for 
continued co-operation with Japan, and played up the anti-Communist 
bogy on Japanese propaganda lines for all they were worth. The 
result was that, for the Government as a whole, the conception of 
uniting China from the top downwards still held sway, and that it was 
still considered necessary to bring the Soviet areas into subjection 
for that purpose to be achieved. Thus the great question was whether 
the surging movement from below could win over to a real policy 
of national union those in the Government who were aware of the 
menace of Japan, but who still thought in terms of unity only from 
above. Already such leaders as Feng Yu-hsiang, Sun F o and T . V . 
Soong were beginning to show that they understood not only 
that Japan must be resisted, but that resistance must be based on broad 
and vital unity of the whole people. 

When it was learned at Nanking in the latter part of the year 
that the Manchurian forces which had been sent against the Soviet 
North-West had come to a truce with the Communists and were calling 
for a united front against Japan,* General Chiang Kai-shek went first 
to Loyang and later, in December, to Marshal Chang Hsueh-
Liang's headquarters in Sian, to insist that Government policy 
must be carried out. But the Manchurian forces were now unani­
mously against the policy of civil war. Remembering the suffering of 
their wives and families under the Japanese, with brothers and other 
relatives and friends among the Manchurian volunteers, they knew 
beyond all argument that the only enemy was Japan. Having learnt 
something about the Red Army and Communist policy, aware that the 
central aim of the Communist Party was to unite China against the 
Japanese menace that was daily growing, first the soldiers, then the 
officers and finally the whole army, including Chang Hsueh-liang, were 
won over to the policy of ending civil war and forming a national 
front for resistance. The appeal for united resistance from the 
Manchurian guerillas and the unity of the anti-Japanese forces in these 
provinces had a great effect on them, as on all China. 

* A tacit truce had existed since early in 1936. At the beginning of November 
Marshal Chang Hsueh-liang had appealed to Nanking to be allowed to go and fight 
the Japanese invaders of Suiyuan. In November also the 1st Army, one of the 
crack Nanking divisions, had been routed by the Red Army. 
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A l s o i n S i a n w e r e t h e f o r c e s o f G e n e r a l Y a n g H u - c h e n , t h e P e a c e 
P r e s e r v a t i o n C o m m i s s i o n e r . M a n y m e m b e r s a n d o f f i c e r s o f t h i s f o r c e 
h a d l i k e w i s e b e e n w o n f o r t h e p o l i c y o f n a t i o n a l u n i t y , t h o u g h f o r t h e 
m o s t p a r t t h e y w e r e l e s s p o l i t i c a l l y c o n s c i o u s t h a n t h e i r o p p o s i t e 
n u m b e r s i n t h e T u n g p e i a r m y , a n d a m o n g Y a n g ' s s t a f f t h e r e w e r e s t i l l 
r e m n a n t s o f t h e o l d w a r l o r d h o s t i l i t y t o C h i a n g K a i - s h e k . 

O n e n i g h t G e n e r a l C h i a n g , u n a b l e t o c o n v i n c e h i s s u b o r d i n a t e s 
t h a t t h e y m u s t c a r r y o u t o r d e r s w i t h o u t q u e s t i o n , a n d a p p a r e n t l y 
u n w i l l i n g t o l i s t e n t o t h e i r c a se , w a s k i d n a p p e d b y o f f i c e r s o f 
t h e s e t w o a r m i e s a n d h e l d f o r s e v e r a l d a y s . W h i l e u n r u l y 
e l e m e n t s , p a r t i c u l a r l y a m o n g Y a n g ' s f o r c e s , w e r e f o r h i s d e a t h , C o m ­
m u n i s t r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , w h o h a d b e e n c a l l e d i n t o c o n s u l t a t i o n , p r e s s e d 
e n e r g e t i c a l l y f o r h i s i m m e d i a t e r e l e a s e a s t h e y s a w t h a t a n y o t h e r 
c o u r s e o f a c t i o n w o u l d o n l y s p l i t t h e c o u n t r y a n d h e l p J a p a n . I n 
N a n k i n g a l s o , w h i l e t h e a m b i t i o u s a n d t h e p r o - J a p a n e s e w e r e f o r t h e 
b o m b i n g o f S i a n , e v e n a t t h e r i s k o f C h i a n g b e i n g k i l l e d , w i s e r c o u n c i l 
p r e v a i l e d . O n l y o n e d e m o n s t r a t i v e a i r - r a i d o n S i a n w a s m a d e a n d , 
a f t e r o n e o f C h i a n g ' s s t a f f h a d b e e n r e l e a s e d f r o m S i a n t o c o n d u c t 
n e g o t i a t i o n s , M a d a m e C h i a n g K a i - s h e k a n d T . V . S o o n g w e n t t h e r e 
t o s e c u r e G e n e r a l C h i a n g ' s r e l e a s e . I n a f e w d a y s t h e G e n e r a l i s s i m o 
r e t u r n e d t o N a n k i n g , b r i n g i n g M a r s h a l C h a n g w i t h h i m a s a p r i s o n e r . 

T h e w h o l e i n c i d e n t h a d s t i r r e d t h e n a t i o n d e e p l y . C h i a n g ' s r e l e a s e 
w a s f e t e d ; w h i l e t h e h a n d l i n g o f t h e i n c i d e n t b y t h e C o m m u n i s t P a r t y , 
w h i c h h a d i n s i s t e d o n t h e r e l e a s e o f t h e m a n w h o h a d g o n e t o S i a n t o 
c a r r y o n t h e c i v i l w a r a g a i n s t t h e m , m a d e a p r o f o u n d i m p r e s s i o n . 

T h e t w o c o n c e p t i o n s o f u n i t y g r e w c l o s e r t o g e t h e r a n d t h e w h o l e 
n a t i o n a l m o v e m e n t g r e w s t r o n g e r . T h e S i a n l e a d e r s , f o r a l l t h e i r 
m i s t a k e s , h a d i s s u e d a c l e a r c a l l f o r r e s i s t a n c e a n d u n i t y b a s e d o n 
d e m o c r a c y a n d t h e e n d o f c i v i l w a r . F r o m a l l o v e r t h e c o u n t r y c a m e 
r e s o l u t i o n a f t e r r e s o l u t i o n d e m a n d i n g u n i t y . E v e n t h e B r i t i s h P r e s s 
i n C h i n a , t h e North China Daily News, s o s t r o n g a n a d v o c a t e o f d i s ­
u n i t y i n 1 9 2 7 , w a s n o w , i n v i e w o f t h e o b v i o u s m e n a c e o f J a p a n e s e 
d e s i g n s , a d v o c a t i n g u n i t y i n C h i n a . A m e e t i n g o f t h e K u o m i n t a n g 
C . E . C . w a s c a l l e d f o r F e b r u a r y . T h e C h i n e s e C o m m u n i s t P a r t y 
a p p e a l e d t o i t t o c o n s i d e r t h e c e s s a t i o n o f c i v i l w a r , t h e p r e p a r a t i o n 
o f a r m e d r e s i s t a n c e t o a g g r e s s i o n , t h e d e c l a r a t i o n o f t h e r i g h t o f 
f r e e d o m o f s p e e c h a n d a s s e m b l y , t h e r e l e a s e o f p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r s , t h e 
c a l l i n g o f a n a t i o n a l s a l v a t i o n c o n g r e s s a n d s t e p s t o i m p r o v e t h e 
p e o p l e ' s l i v e l i h o o d . 

A n a p p e a l - f o r u n i t y w a s m a d e a l s o b y F e n g Y u - h s i a n g , S u n F o 
a n d o t h e r K u o m i n t a n g l e a d e r s . 

B u t W a n g C h i n g - w e i , h a v i n g r e t u r n e d f r o m h i s t h i r d t r i p t o E u r o p e , 
w a s a b l e t o s e c u r e t h e p a s s i n g o f a r e s o l u t i o n f u l l o f a n t i - C o m m u n i s t 
s t a t e m e n t s . N e v e r t h e l e s s a l o o p h o l e w a s l e f t f o r n e g o t i a t i o n s a n d , 
t h o u g h t h e M a n c h u r i a n f o r c e s a n d t h o s e o f G e n e r a l Y a n g h a d b e e n 
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d i s p e r s e d f r o m S i a n a n d r e p l a c e d b y o t h e r K u o m i n t a n g f o r c e s , t h e 
c i v i l w a r w a s n o t r e n e w e d . A n u n e a s y t r u c e l a y o v e r C h i n a . 

T a k i n g a d v a n t a g e o f t h e l o o p h o l e , a C o m m u n i s t P a r t y d e l e g a t i o n 
w e n t t o K u l i n g t o m e e t G e n e r a l C h i a n g a n d o t h e r l e a d e r s . 

W h i l e t h e v a s t m a s s o f t h e p e o p l e , d r a w n f r o m a l l s e c t i o n s , e a g e r l y 
l o o k e d f o r w a r d t o u n i t y , a n d w e r e a c t i v e l y t r y i n g t o c o n s o l i d a t e i t ; 
w h i l e t h e a p p e a l o f t h e C o m m u n i s t P a r t y t o t h e K u o m i n t a n g h a d m e t 
w i t h t h e r e s p o n s e o f e v e r y p a t r i o t i c h e a r t , t h e p r o - f a s c i s t s e c t i o n i n 
a n d a r o u n d t h e G o v e r n m e n t a n d t h e l e a d i n g c i r c l e s o f t h e K u o m i n t a n g 
w e r e b i t t e r l y r e s i s t i n g t h e c o m p l e t i o n o f t h e p r o c e s s . * S l o w l y b u t s u r e l y , 
h o w e v e r , t h e p r e s s u r e o f t h e p e o p l e a n d t h e f e a r o f J a p a n ' s a m b i t i o n s 
w e r e p u s h i n g t h e m a j o r i t y o f t h e K u o m i n t a n g r o u n d t o a p o l i c y o f 
a n t i - J a p a n e s e u n i t y . I n M a y a s p e c i a l m e e t i n g i n t h e S o v i e t N o r t h ­
w e s t a p p r o v e d t h e r e o r g a n i s a t i o n o f t h e R e d A r m y i n t o t h e N a t i o n a l 
R e v o l u t i o n a r y A r m y , t h e t r a n s f o r m a t i o n o f t h e S o v i e t a r e a i n t o t h e 
N o r t h - W e s t S p e c i a l D i s t r i c t , t t h e e n d o f t h e p o l i c y o f c o n f i s c a t i n g 
l a n d l o r d s ' l a n d ( s a v e t h a t o f t h e p r o - J a p a n e s e o n e s ) a n d t h e e x t e n s i o n 
o f t h e f r a n c h i s e t o t h e l a n d l o r d s . T h e s e s a c r i f i c e s g r e a t l y h e l p e d t o 
f o r w a r d t h e m o v e m e n t i n s i d e t h e K u o m i n t a n g . A l r e a d y i n J a n u a r y , 
G e n e r a l C h a n g C h u n , t h e t h e n p r o - J a p a n e s e F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r , h a d b e e n 
d i s m i s s e d f r o m t h e G o v e r n m e n t , a n d t h e " b a n d i t s u p p r e s s i o n H . Q . " 
a t S i a n a b o l i s h e d . G r a d u a l l y t h e b l o c k a d e a r o u n d t h e N o r t h - W e s t 
w a s l i f t e d , a n d s t u d e n t s f l o c k e d n o r t h t o t h e a n t i - J a p a n e s e u n i v e r s i t i e s 
a t Y e n a n , t h e c a p i t a l o f t h e f o r m e r S o v i e t d i s t r i c t . 

M e a n w h i l e t h e G o v e r n m e n t w a s b u s y s t r e n g t h e n i n g i t s i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
p o s i t i o n , t h r o u g h t h e E u r o p e a n t o u r o f D r . H . H . K u n g , F i n a n c e 
M i n i s t e r a n d V i c e - P r i m e M i n i s t e r , t o s e c u r e a r m s a n d c r e d i t s . 

B u t w h e n t h e J a p a n e s e s t r u c k a t C h i n a a g a i n , o n J u l y 7 , 1 9 3 7 , 
b e g i n n i n g t h e fighting a t " L o u k o u c h i a o , n e a r J ' e i p i n g , a n d u s i n g 
f o r t h i s p u r p o s e t h e J a p a n e s e f o r c e s s t a t i o n e d i n s i d e C h i n a u n d e r t h e 
B o x e r t r e a t y . t s o m e s e c t i o n s o f t h e G o v e r n m e n t w e r e s t i l l n o t c o n v i n c e d 
t h a t r e s i s t a n c e w a s t h e o n l y w a y . T h e G o v e r n m e n t t r o o p s m o v e d 
n o f u r t h e r n o r t h t h a n S h a n t u n g . N e v e r t h e l e s s , i n c o n t r a s t t o 1 9 3 1 , 
r e a l p r e p a r a t i o n s f o r d e f e n c e w e r e p u s h e d a h e a d . A n d w h e n a t t h e 

• At the beginning of 1937 the British and Japanese governments were con­
ducting secret negotiations, watchad in China with great fear. " Britain is fully 
prepared to recognise the obvious facts of Japan's ' special position ' in regard to 
China," wrote the Times on May 3, 1937. But, as on every occasion, Japanese 
greed was too great for negotiations to come to anything. On August 20, the Times 
was writing, " It is time for Japan to learn that the free hand which she desires in 
East Asia will in no circumstances include licence to play havoc with the lawful 
interests of Great Britain." 

t The name then given to this area was Special R e g i o n a l Government of the 
Republic of C h i n a . After the completion of the United Front in September, 1937, 
it was officially called T h e Special Administrative D i s t r i c t of the Republic of 
C h i n a , or T h e Shensi-Kansu-Ninghsa Border (.or F r o n t i e r ) A r e a . In this book it 
is called the Special D i s t r i c t for short. 

J After 1935 the number of these troops had been greatly increased. 
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e n d o f J u l y t h e J a p a n e s e a t t a c k e d P e i p i n g a n d T i e n t s i n a n d u n i t s o f 
t h e 2 9 t h A r m y f o u g h t h e r o i c a l l y t o d e f e n d t h e t o w n s , G e n e r a l i s s i m o 
C h i a n g , s p e a k i n g f o r t h e w h o l e c o u n t r y , s a i d : " T h e l i m i t o f e n d u r a n c e 
h a s b e e n r e a c h e d . . . . T h e o n l y t h i n g t o d o n o w . . . is t o l e a d t h e e n t i r e 
n a t i o n i n a s t r u g g l e t o t h e b i t t e r e n d . I a m c o n f i d e n t t h a t f i n a l v i c t o r y 
w i l l b e o u r s . " I t w a s w a r . 

O n J u l y 3 1 , t h e f a m o u s s e v e n l e a d e r s o f t h e N a t i o n a l S a l v a t i o n 
A s s o c i a t i o n w e r e r e l e a s e d . O t h e r p o l i t i c a l a n d t r a d e u n i o n p r i s o n e r s 
w e r e g r a d u a l l y f r e e d a n d t h e b a n w a s l i f t e d o n a n t i - J a p a n e s e s o n g s 
a n d p r o p a g a n d a . E v e r y d a y a s t r e a m o f t e l e g r a m s w a s p o u r i n g i n 

, f r o m C h i n e s e o r g a n i s a t i o n s a t h o m e a n d a b r o a d . M i l i t a r y l e a d e r s 
f r o m a l l p a r t s o f C h i n a — Y e n H s i - s h a n f r o m S h a n s i , P a i C h u n g - h s i 
f r o m K w a n g s i , L u n g Y u n f r o m Y u n n a n a n d o t h e r s a r r i v e d i n N a n k i n g 
t o p l e d g e t h e i r s e r v i c e s a n d d i s c u s s p l a n s o f r e s i s t a n c e . B y t h e e n d o f 
A u g u s t t h e C e n t r a l G o v e r n m e n t w a s i n c o m m a n d o f a l l t h e a r m e d 
f o r c e s i n t h e c o u n t r y . J u s t b e f o r e t h a t w a s a c h i e v e d t h e J a p a n e s e , 
o n A u g u s t 1 1 , s t r u c k a t S h a n g h a i . T h i s c l o s e d a l l p o s s i b l e t a l k o f 
p e a c e a n d t h e w h o l e o f C h i n a w a s s w e p t b y a w a v e o f d e t e r m i n a t i o n 
t o e n d u r e n o f u r t h e r h u m i l i a t i o n s , b u t t o fight. 

O n S e p t e m b e r 2 3 , 1 9 3 7 , a d e c l a r a t i o n o f t h e C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e o f 
t h e C o m m u n i s t P a r t y o f C h i n a , d e c l a r i n g t h a t t h e C o m m u n i s t P a r t y 
w o u l d fight f o r t h e r e a l i s a t i o n o f t h e T h r e e P e o p l e ' s P r i n c i p l e s , 
a n n o u n c i n g t h e t e r m s o f a n a g r e e m e n t b e t w e e n t h e C o m m u n i s t P a r t y 
o f C h i n a a n d t h e K u o m i n t a n g a n d t h e r e o r g a n i s a t i o n o f t h e R e d 
A r m y i n t o t h e E i g h t h R o u t e A r m y u n d e r t h e N a t i o n a l M i l i t a r y 
C o u n c i l , w a s p u b l i s h e d i n a l l t h e i m p o r t a n t C h i n e s e p a p e r s . O n t h a t 
d a y t o o c a m e a n o f f i c i a l s t a t e m e n t f r o m G e n e r a l i s s i m o C h i a n g , h e a d 
o f t h e G o v e r n m e n t a n d o f t h e K u o m i n t a n g , n o t i n g t h e C o m m u n i s t 
P a r t y ' s s t a t e m e n t , c o n f i r m i n g t h e f o r m a t i o n o f t h e u n i t e d f r o n t f o r 
n a t i o n a l s a l v a t i o n a n d i m p l i c i t l y r e c o g n i s i n g t h e e x i s t e n c e o f t h e 
C o m m u n i s t P a r t y . * 

T h e N a t i o n a l U n i t e d F r o n t a g a i n s t J a p a n e s e a g g r e s s i o n , b a s e d o n 
t h e p e o p l e a n d e n d i n g c i v i l w a r , w h i c h h a d b e e n f o u g h t f o r s i n c e 
1 9 3 1 h a d n o w , u n d e r t h e l e a d e r s h i p o f t h e G e n e r a l i s s i m o , b e c o m e a 
r e a l i t y . I n D e c e m b e r , i n o r d e r t o s t r e n g t h e n i t s t i l l f u r t h e r , a n d i n 
r e c o g n i t i o n o f t h e p o s s i b i l i t i e s i t o p e n e d f o r f u r t h e r d e v e l o p m e n t s , 
t h e C o m m u n i s t P a r t y d e c l a r e d t h a t i t h a d j o i n e d t h i s u n i t e d f r o n t 
w i t h t h e K u o m i n t a n g n o t o n l y t o d e f e a t J a p a n b u t a l s o f o r t h e b u i l d i n g 
o f a n e w C h i n a . f 

* See T h e Chinese Year Book 1938-9, p. 340. The points of the September 
Resolution of the Communist Party are in Appendix I I I . 

t " The Communist Party of China has not merely joined hands with the 
Kuomintang to save the nation during the war, but is determined to co-operate 
harmoniously with the Kuomingtang to reconstruct the nation after the war has 
ended in victory." The same resolution called for the mobilisation of the whole 
people in occupied and unoccupied China, action against traitors, and the 
strengthening of the government by the democratic representation of all anti-
Japanese elements. 
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F O U R 
THE COURSE OF THE WAR 

" Onward! 
Braving the enemy cannon! 
Onward, Onward, Onward! On! "* 
" We have no rifles, we have no artillery, 
The enemy will make them for us."t 

The period between July 7, 1937, when the Japanese, on the pretexttg^ 
of searching for a lost soldier, attacked the Chinese forces in Loukou-
chiao, and August 13, when fighting began at Shanghai, was a time 
which the Japanese used to mass and arrange their forces in the hope 
of being able to strike a crushing blow to end Chinese resistance in a 
very short space of time. 

Since 1935 they had been steadily increasing the number of their 
troops stationed along the Tientsin-Peipiiig railway. By July 16 five new 
divisions had arrived in North China. Then forces were massed at 
Shanghai. On July 28, the Japanese attacked Peiping, next day there 
was fighting at Tientsin.J By the end of the month both towns were 
in Japanese hands and Japanese troops were advancing north-east up 
the Peiping-Suiyuan railway to Inner Mongolia and Shansi, south-west 
a>long the Peiping-Hankow line, and south from Tientsin towards 
Nanking. 

To military experts weighing up the chances it seemed that China's 
were poor indeed. Japan was an industrial country with consider­
able iron and steel and engineering industries. She could build 
internal combustion engines. She had access to all the raw materials 
she did not herself control. Her army was disciplined, well drilled 
and trained, and equipped with all modern arms. Her navy was third 
in the world in size and some put its skill still higher. Her poUtical 
and economic system had been unified along fascist lines, placing 
great power in the hands of the dictatorial government. 

In all ways China was the opposite. She seemed an unwieldy mass. 
Except for cotton spinning her industry was negligible. Her 
small arsenals were only equipped to make small arms, her tiny 
machine shops were able to make but the simpler types of machines. 

* The March of the Manchurian Volunteers. 
t Guerilla song in the North-West, quoted by Major E. F. Carlson, Twin Stars 

Over China. 
t The Chinese soldiers of a unit of the 29th Army demonstrated their new 

spirit in this fighting by electing a new commander and continuing to fight after 
their nrevious commander had gone over to the Japanese. In Japanese-occupied 
East Hopei the Chinese soldiers also rose and massacred their Japanese officers. 
At Peiping students and workers fought alongside the soldiers. 
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There were raw materials, but they were undeveloped, and China had 
little with which to purchase arms or equipment from abroad or 
machinery to develop her resources. Of navy she had next to none, 
and though, by mustering all the various armies of the country, she 
could count some two million soldiers, only a few divisions were even 
relatively well equipped, and only the crack Government troops and 
the Eighth Route Army were well trained and disciplined. Moreover, 
there was a wide diversity in the kind of arms her troops had and 
consequently in the ammunition they needed. As for the air force, 
there were but 200 serviceable planes and some 150 competent pilots. 
Moreover, it was only in the previous few months that thfe country 
had been politically united, and none knew how strong was the loyalty 
of the outlying provincial governors nor how secure the united front 
so recently established. To the majority of the foreign residents in 
China, the very idea of Chinese resistance to Japan was ludicrous;* 
even to many Western educated Chinese it was doubtful if their 
country could make more than a gesture. 

Even the task of feeding a large army in a country with China's lack 
of communications seemed an almost insoluble problem, let alone 
supplying it with arms and munitions. 

But to the undying merit of the Chinese troops' who held Shanghai 
and the Eighth Route Army that held the passes in Shansi, armed only 
with rifles and their own courage, these two forces smashed for ever, 
both for their own and for all peoples, the traditions of China's 
weakness. 

It was not till October 26th that the Chinese, after bloody battles, 
were driven even from Chapel, and not till early November that, 
threatened in the rear by a surprise landing of Japanese forces in 
Hangchow Bay, they were compelled to evacuate Shanghai in order to 
avoid being surrounded. For three months, with rifles, machine-guns 
and little else, they held out against a force equipped with planes, 
tanks and heavy artillery and supported by the heavy guns of the 
Imperial Japanese navy, writing an undying page in the story of 
human courage, j 

In September the Japanese 5th Division, crack troops under General 
Itagaki, one of Japan's foremost military men, pressing down through 
the hills of Shansi towards the Yellow River, were surprised, surrounded 
and cut up at PinghsingkwanJ by units of the Eighth Route Army 
which had marched from the Special District to help the other. Chinese 

* China " can scarcely hope to win a military victory " wrote Finance and 
Commerce, paper of Shanghai foreign business men, on July 19, urging Chinese 
capitulation. 

t Chinese losses at Shanghai were over 100,000; Japanese 40,000. 
{ N.E. Shansi. 
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f o r c e s ( m o s t l y u n i t s o f t h e p r o v i n c i a l a r m y o f Y e n H s i - s h a n ) i n d e f e n c e 
o f t h e s e k e y n o r t h e r n a p p r o a c h e s t o C h i n a ' s i n t e r i o r . T h e E i g h t h 
R o u t e A r m y a t t a c k e d t h e w e a k l y d e f e n d e d e n e m y s u p p l y c o l u m n 
b e f o r e t a c k l i n g t h e m a i n b o d y , t h e r e b y i n t r o d u c i n g a n e w t a c t i c w h i c h 
h a s s t o o d t h e C h i n e s e f o r c e s i n g o o d s t e a d e v e r s i n c e . T h i s w a s C h i n a ' s 
first v i c t o r y a n d c a m e a t a m o s t i m p o r t a n t t i m e , s h o w i n g t h e n a t i o n 
a n d t h e w o r l d t h a t C h i n e s e t r o o p s , p o o r l y a r m e d t h o u g h t h e y m i g h t be, 
c o u l d n e v e r t h e l e s s , t h r o u g h s k i l l a n d c o u r a g e , d e f e a t t h e b e s t u n i t s o f 
t h e p r o u d J a p a n e s e I m p e r i a l a r m y . 

Japan's Advances (1937-38) 
T h e f a l l o f P e i p i n g a n d T i e n t s i n h a d p r o v i d e d J a p a n w i t h ba se s f o r 

f u r t h e r a d v a n c e s a n d , w h i l e t h e fighting w a s i n p r o g r e s s a t S h a n g h a i , 
t h r e e J a p a n e s e c o l u m n s se t o u t f r o m t h e s e c i t i e s t o o c c u p y t h e o t h e r 
k e y t o w n s a n d r a i l w a y s o f N o r t h C h i n a . A f t e r t h e f a l l o f S h a n g h a i 
( a n d o f N a n k i n g w h i c h t h e J a p a n e s e t o o k a f e w w e e k s l a t e r * ) f u r t h e r 
J a p a n e s e c o l u m n s b a s e d o n t h e s e t w o t o w n s t r i e d t o l i n k u p w i t h t h e 
c o l u m n s c o m i n g d o w n f r o m t h e n o r t h , a n d t h e n t o p r e s s u p t h e 
Y a n g t z e . T h e s t o r y o f t h e first y e a r o f t h e w a r i s a b o u t t h e s e t h r u s t s 
a n d h o w , u l t i m a t e l y , e a c h w a s b r o u g h t t o a h a l t . 

T h e m o s t n o r t h e r n J a p a n e s e f o r c e s , a d v a n c i n g a l o n g t h e P e i p i n g -
S u i y u a n r a i l w a y , r e a c h e d t h e t e r m i n u s a t P a o t o w o n O c t o b e r 1 6 t h . 
S i n c e t h e n t h a t h a s b e e n t h e i r m a i n b a s e i n I n n e r M o n g o l i a , b u t , a p a r t 
f r o m t e m p o r a r y t h r u s t s , t h e y h a v e a d v a n c e d l i t t l e b e y o n d i t i n five 
y e a r s o f w a r . 

T h e s e c o n d J a p a n e s e f o r c e , t f o l l o w i n g t h e r a i l w a y d o w n f r o m 
P e i p i n g t o w a r d s H a n k o w , t u r n e d a s i d e a l o n g t h e b r a n c h l i n e t o 
T a i y u a n , c a p i t a l o f S h a n s i p r o v i n c e , w h i c h i t t o o k o n N o v e m b e r 6 t h , 
1 9 3 7 . J L a t e r , b y a g r e a t p u s h e a r l y i n 1 9 3 8 , i t r e a c h e d t h e Y e l l o w 
R i v e r , b o u n d a r y o f S h a n s i a n d S h e n s i . B u t t h e E i g h t h R o u t e A r m y , 
s k i l f u l l y u s i n g e v e r y a d v a n t a g e o f t h e h i l l y c o u n t r y , r o u s i n g a n d 
t r a i n i n g t h e w h o l e p e o p l e o f t h e p r o v i n c e § a n d i n s p i r i n g a n d t e a c h i n g 
t h e p r o v i n c i a l a r m i e s , s o h a r a s s e d t h e J a p a n e s e t h a t t h e y w e r e d r i v e n 
b a c k , a n d , d e s p i t e t h e i r i m m e n s e a n d a l m o s t cease less e f f o r t s t o c r o s s 
t h e r i v e r , t h e y h a v e n e v e r s u c c e e d e d i n d o i n g s o . T i m e a f t e r t i m e , w h e n 

* After its capture, Nanking was delivered over to loot by Japanese soldiers and 
officers and its inhabitants—men, women and children—to slaughter, torture and 
rape. 

t It was an advance guard of this force that the Eighth Route Army routed at 
Pinghsingkwan. 

t Another section continued southwards towards Chengchow. 
§ Many of the guerilla bands in N. China under the inspiration of the Eighth 

Route Army, were chiefly armed with spears. Often rifles were one to four or 
even seven men. But such groups were able to put a severe check to foraging 
parties. 
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t h e y h a v e m a d e a n a t t e m p t t o f o r c e t h i s v i t a l s i d e - d o o r i n t o C e n t r a l 
C h i n a , t h e y h a v e b e e n c o m p e l l e d t o s q u a n d e r t h e i r r e s o u r c e s i n 
p a r r y i n g t h e i n n u m e r a b l e t h r u s t s o f t h e E i g h t h R o u t e A r m y a n d o t h e r 
m o b i l e f o r c e s . T h a n k s t o t h e s e m o b i l e C h i n e s e f o r c e s , S h a n s i h a s 
b e e n a n i m p r e g n a b l e d o o r a n d a c o n s t a n t d r a i n o n t h e r e s o u r c e s o f 
J a p a n . 

T h e t h i r d J a p a n e s e t h r u s t s o u t h w a r d s , f r o m T i e n t s i n , a l o n g t h e 
r a i l w a y t o N a n k i n g , r e a c h e d T a i a n i n S h a n t u n g i n e a r l y D e c e m b e r . 
I n t h e first m o n t h s o f 1 9 3 8 t h e J a p a n e s e C o m m a n d t r i e d t o e f f e c t a 
j u n c t u r e b e t w e e n t h e s e f o r c e s a n d t h o s e i n I ^ a n k i n g . 

F o r a t i m e , h o w e v e r , t h e C h i n e s e h e l d t h e e n e m y f o r c e s a d v a n c i n g 
n o r t h f r o m N a n k i n g , w h i l e o t h e r C h i n e s e u n i t s u n d e r t h e c o m m a n d 
o f G e n e r a l L i T s u n g - j e n , p r e s s e d n o r t h t o s u r p r i s e t h e J a p a n e s e a t 
T a i e r c h w a n g , n e a r t h e r a i l w a y j u n c t i o n o f H s u c h o w . * T h i s g r e a t 
C h i n e s e v i c t o r y ^ f o l l o w i n g o n t h e f a l l o f N a n k i n g , h e a r t e n e d t h e n a t i o n 
a n d e n d e d t h e b o a s t o f t h e I m p e r i a l a r m y t o h a v e b e e n u n d e f e a t e d 
i n m o d e r n w a r f a r e . B u t t h e C h i n e s e w e r e n o t s t r o n g e n o u g h t o h o l d 
t h e t o w n a g a i n s t t h e n e w J a p a n e s e f o r c e s w h i c h w e r e b r o u g h t u p . 
T h u s r e i n f o r c e d , t h e J a p a n e s e s o o n r e - t o o k H s u c h o w . T h e n l i n k i n g 
u p w i t h t h e u n i t s f r o m N a n k i n g t h e y a d v a n c e d e a s t w a r d s a l o n g t h e 
L u n g h a i r a i l w a y ( w h i c h r u n s s o u t h o f t h e Y e l l o w R i v e r ) t o K a i f e n g . 
B y J u n e t h e y w e r e n e a r i n g C h e n g c h o w , w h i c h t h e J a p a n e s e n o r t h o f 
t h e Y e l l o w R i v e r h a d n o t b e e n a b l e t o c a p t u r e . T h e y h o p e d , b y t a k i n g 
t h i s t o w n , t o l i n k u p w i t h t h e J a p a n e s e i n S h a n s i a n d s o d r i v e o n t o 
H a n k o w f r o m t h e s i d e a n d r e a r . 

B u t t h e b a n k s o f t h e Y e l l o w R i v e r b u r s t a n d , s u r r o u n d e d b y a s e a o f 
w a t e r , t h e J a p a n e s e f o r c e s w e r e c o m p e l l e d t o r e t r e a t . A s y e t , n e i t h e r 
t h e i r m e n i n K a i f e n g n o r t h o s e n o r t h o f t h e Y e l l o w R i v e r , h a v e 
s u c c e e d e d i n g e t t i n g t o C h e n g c h o w . S o t h e t h i r d J a p a n e s e s p e a r h e a d 
i n t o N o r t h C h i n a w a s ( t h i s t i m e l i t e r a l l y ) b o g g e d d o w n . 

T h e e n e m y w e r e n o w i n c o n t r o l of. t h e r a i l w a y U n e s a n d m a i n t o w n s 
o f N o r t h C h i n a , b u t t h e y h a d b e e n b a u l k e d i n t h e i r p l a n s t o c r o s s t h e 
Y e l l o w R i v e r , a n d s o t a k e H a n k o w b y a r e a r a t t a c k . T h e y w e r e t h e r e ­
f o r e c o m p e l l e d t o a t t e m p t t h e m o r e d i f f i c u l t r o u t e t o H a n k o w u p t h e 
Y a n g t z e . E a r l y i n J u n e t h r e e c o l u m n s s e t o u t , o n e o v e r l a n d t h r o u g h 
A n h w e i a n d H u p e h a n d t h e o t h e r t w o o n e e a c h o n t h e n o r t h a n d 
s o u t h b a n k s o f t h e Y a n g t z e , p r o t e c t e d b y s h i p s o f t h e J a p a n e s e n a v y . 

T h e a d v a n c e w a s c o s d y a n d t h e C h i n e s e t r o o p s fiercely c o n t e s t e d 
e v e r y m i l e o f t h e w a y . B u t s t e a d i l y t h e y w e r e d r i v e n b a c k . T h e 
C h i n e s e C o m m u n i s t P a r t y d e c l a r e d , o n t h e e x p e r i e n c e o f t h e fighting 

* The Taierchwang battle was won by the heroic stand of the Chinese troops 
in the town, enabling other forces to come up and attack the Japanese on the 
flanks, while in the rear gnerillas and prmy units broke up Japanese communi­
cations. It was an excellent feat of generalship. 
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in North China, that Hankow could only be adequately defended if the 
population on each side of the river was armed and organised, but 
Chinese resistance remained almost entirely confined to regular troops. 
Some million Chinese troops were engaged against over a quarter of a 
million Japanese, but the latter were equipped with all modern arms, 
protected by gunboats and cruisers and covered with aeroplanes, which 
bombed the Chinese at will. 

On October 25th, after four months' intensive fighting, Hankow fell 
to the Japanese. 

Meanwhile, in South China, the Japanese had taken Canton by a 
surprise stroke. The Chinese^had not expected that the Japanese would 
dare land near Hongkong. They had sent troops from Kwangtung to 
Hankow. But the Munich Agreement was signed in early October and 
the Japanese rightly calculated that if the Chamberlain Government 
would shamelessly betray Czechoslovakia, it would not risk a war for 
Hongkong. Therefore they landed in Bias Bay, and in a few days had 
the town of Canton under their control and troops all around Hong­
kong. Thus were the later British defeats at Hongkong and Singapore 
prepared by Neville Chamberlain.* 

Stalemate 1939 
The fall of Canton and Hankow within four days of each other, the 

last two cities of China with much in the way of modern industry, 
was a crushing blow. To many in the outside world, not knowing the 
strength of ordinary people, it seemed that the end was near, or that at 
best future resistance would be scattered and poorly organised. Yet 
for China it was but the beginning. 

The Government was installed in Chungking. Valiant efforts were 
made to re-establish evacuated industries, the construction of the 
Burma Road was speeded up, and the military High Command, showing 
great readiness to learn from defeats, recognised at last the value of 
mobile and guerilla warfare as practised by the Eighth Route Army. 
The disposition of the armed forces was revised, units being sent to 
the rear of the Japanese to harass them continuously; army training was 
changed; and an Eighth Route Army general invited to become Dean of 
a new Military Academy to train officers from all army units in mobile 
and guerilla warfare. At the same time the Industrial Co-operative 
Movement, then in its beginnings, offered the possibility of encouraging 
guerilla industries to operate both at the front and with units fighting in 
the rear of the enemy. China had entered a new stage of her war of 

* There was also, of course, in Kwangtung, tlie same failure as in the Yangtze 
provinces to mobilise the people for resistance. Reliance on Britain and failure 
to rouse the people were part of the same weakness. 
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r e s i s t a n c e , r e - e q u i p p i n g h e r s e l f a n d r e v i s i n g h e r m e t h o d s , i n o r d e r t o 
m e e t a d e q u a t e l y t h e g r e a t t r i a l s a h e a d . * 

L o n g b e f o r e , C o m m u n i s t t h e o r e t i c i a n s h a d t a u g h t t h a t C h i n a ' s w a r 
w o u l d b e a w a r o f t h r e e s t a g e s . T h e first i n w h i c h t h e e n e m y a d v a n c e d 
a n d t h e C h i n e s e r e t r e a t e d , fighting s t u b b o r n r e a r g u a r d a c t i o n s t o g a i n 
t i m e t o b u i l d u p t h e i r s t r e n g t h . T h e s e c o n d i n w h i c h s o m e k i n d o f 
b a l a n c e o f f o r c e s w a s a t t a i n e d w h e r e C h i n e s e k n o w l e d g e o f t e r r a i n 
a n d s u p e r i o r i t y i n m a n - p o w e r ( s u i t a b l y a n d d e m o c r a t i c a l l y o r g a n i s e d 
a n d i n s p i r e d ) w o u l d e q u a t e w i t h t h e s u p e r i o r i t y o f J a p a n e s e a r m s 
a n d m e c h a n i s a t i o n , w e a k e n e d b y t h e r a n g e o f t e r r i t o r y o v e r w h i c h 
t h e y w e r e s p r e a d , t T h e t h i r d w o u l d c o m e w h e n t h e C h i n e s e , u s i n g 
t h e i r s u p e r i o r r e s o u r c e s , f u r t h e r d e v e l o p i n g d e m o c r a t i c i n i t i a t i v e a n d 
m o b i l i s a t i o n , a n d b e n e f i t i n g f r o m J a p a n ' s m a n y e c o n o m i c w e a k n e s s e s 
a n d l a c k o f m a n p o w e r , w o u l d b e a b l e t o a s s u m e t h e o f f e n s i v e a n d 
d r i v e t h e J a p a n e s e b a c k t o t h e sea a n d b e y o n d t h e Y a l o o r i v e r . J F o r 
w e a k C h i n a , a s C h i a n g K a i - s h e k s a i d , s u c h a w a r m i g h t t a k e t w e n t y 
y e a r s , b u t t h e C h i n e s e p e o p l e w o u l d w i n i t . 

T h e f a l l o f H a n k o w w a s t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e s e c o n d s t a g e , t h e s t a g e 
o f s t a l e m a t e . 

S i x t y C h i n e s e d i v i s i o n s w e r e s e n t b e h i n d t h e e n e m y l i n e s . T h e r a t i o 
o f c a s u a l t i e s — 2 m i l l i o n C h i n e s e t o 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 J a p a n e s e i n t h e first 
f o u r t e e n m o n t h s o f w a r — b e g a n t o b e m o r e f a v o u r a b l e t o t h e 

* How great these trials were is shown by the fact that in 1939 Free China 
had only three important arsenals. The largest, near'Chungking, had a monthly 
output of 200 machine guns, 120,000 trench mortar shells and a small number of 
automatic and ordinary rifles, but could not make artillery. Edgar Snow estimates 
the total output of rifle ammunition at perhaps one-million rounds a day. Asia, 
November, 1940. Of the twenty Chinese arsenals, large and small, in 1937. only four 
were in their original positions at the end of 1938. Others or parts of others had 
been moved into the interior. T h e Chinese Army, E . F . Carlson, New York, 1939. 
Against the mechanised armies of Japan, even in 1940, China had only two light 
tank " divisions " which were in faa scarcely more than regiments. The air 
force depended entirely on foreign supplies. In 1941 there were two body building 
factories with a tiny output, but the engines and most of the petrol had to be 
imported. Once its planes were shot down the Chinese air force had to wait 
months for replacements. Thus it was active only in patches—^August-December, 
1937, February-October, 1938, February-September, 1940 and the latter part of 
1941, and the summer and autumn of 1942. 

t The Communist. Party strongly emphasised that changed training and dis­
position of military "forces, however valuable,' were not enough. The essential 
task, from a purely military point of view as well as from others, was to rouse 
the whole people. Mao Tse-tung, speaking for the whole of China just before 
the fall of Hankow, declared " It is precisely because of our failure to secure 
enough assistance from the masses that we have suffered so many reverses at the 
front. Let this be a lesson. China must further depend upon the support of the 
masses. This is a fundamental question." 

t The river dividing Korea and China. " Drive the Japanese beyond the Yaloo 
river," was an early and popular slogan. 
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C h i n e s e . A n d t h e J a p a n e s e , w h o h a d d r i v e n five fingers i n t o C h i n a — 
t o P a o t o w i n I n n e r M o n g o l i a , t o F e n g l i n g t u o n t h e Y e l l o w R i v e r b e n d , * 
t o K a i f e n g i n H o n a n , t o H a n k o w u p t h e Y a n g t z e , a n d t o C a n t o n i n 
S o u t h C h i n a — c o u l d n o t d r i v e t h e fingers i n m o r e d e e p l y n o r c l o s e t h e 
fist, t h o u g h t h e y m a d e d e s p e r a t e a t t e m p t s t o d o s o . f 

I n M a r c h , 1 9 3 9 , t h e J a p a n e s e t o o k N a n c h a n g , t h e l a s t C h i n e s e t o w n 
o f s i z e ( s a v e I c h a n g ) t h a t t h e y w e r e t o t a k e a n d h o l d f o r a c o n s i d e r a b l e 
p e r i o d o f t i m e . T h e r e a f t e r t h e w a r c o n s i s t e d o f m a j o r J a p a n e s e p u s h e s 
t h a t f o r a t i m e w e r e s u c c e s s f u l b u t f a i l e d i n t h e e n d ( e i t h e r t h r o u g h a 
b i g d e f e a t o r t h r o u g h , s t e a d y p e r s i s t e n t p r e s s u r e ) a n d o f c o u n t l e s s 
n u m b e r s o f s m a l l e n g a g e m e n t s . F o r e x a m p l e f r o m J a n u a r y , 1 9 3 9 , t o 
M a y , 1 9 4 0 , t h e C h i n e s e f o u g h t 6 , 9 1 8 e n g a g e m e n t s , o f w h i c h o n l y s o m e 
2 0 0 w e r e l a r g e a n d b u t s i x w e r e m a j o r o n e s . J 

A p a r t f r o m t h e J a p a n e s e t h r u s t s , h o w e v e r , t h e r e w e r e t h e J a p a n e s e a i r 
r a i d s . T h e C a n t o n - H a n k o w r a i l w a y w a s b o m b e d c o n t i n u o u s l y i n 1 9 3 8 , 
b u t t h e C h i n e s e r a i l w a y m e n s a w t o i t t h a t t h e r e w a s n e v e r a d e l a y o f 
m o r e t h a n a f e w h o u r s , h o w e v e r b a d t h e d a m a g e . U n p r o t e c t e d C a n t o n 
h a d t e r r i b l y d e s t r u c t i v e r a i d s b e f o r e i t f e l l , as d i d H a n k o w . I n M a y , 
1 9 3 9 , c a m e t h e first r a i d s o n C h u n g k i n g a n d t h e t e r r o r b o m b i n g o f t h e 
i n t e r i o r o f C h i n a b e g a n . A l l t h r o u g h 1 9 4 0 C h u n g k i n g , t h e n e w c a p i t a l , 
w a s r u t h l e s s l y b o m b e d a n d t e r r i b l y d e v a s t a t e d . B o m b e r s c a m e d a y 
a n d n i g h t . E v e n L o n d o n c a n l i t t l e i m a g i n e t h e t e r r o r . ' T h e r e w e r e 
f e w a n t i - a i r c r a f t g u n s a n d s t i l l f e w e r p l a n e s t o b r e a k u p t h e e n e m y 
f o r m a t i o n s a n d k e e p t h e p l a n e s h i g h , w h i l e t h e flimsy h o u s e s s h a t t e r e d 
e a s i l y a n d b u r n t r a p i d l y . C a v e s a r o u n d t h e g r e a t c i t i e s g a v e s h e l t e r 
a n d t h e a i r - r a i d w a r n i n g s e r v i c e w a s e f f i c i e n t . B u t t h e e x p l o s i v e 
" eggs " o f t h e e n e m y , e v e n i f t h e s i m p l e p e a s a n t s c o u l d n o t u n d e r s t a n d 
h o w t h e y k i l l e d m e n a n d a n i m a l s a n d s m a s h e d h o u s e s h u n d r e d s o f 
y a r d s a w a y , c o u l d n o t w e a k e n o r i n j u r e t h e r e s o l u t i o n o f s o s t u r d y a 
p e o p l e . 

The Fronts (1939-42) 
F r o m 1 9 3 9 o n w a r d s t h e r e w e r e s o m e t e n m a i n a r e a s o f fighting. 

1 . F a r n o r t h i n t h e S u i y u a n p r o v i n c e o f I n n e r M o n g o l i a t h e J a p a n e s e 
s t r o j j ^ t o d r i v e a c r o s s t h e d e s e r t l a n d i n t o K a n s u t o c u t t h e S i n k i a n g 
r o a d . H o w e v e r , t h e c r o s s i n g o f t h i s a l m o s t t r a c k l e s s d e s e r t w a s t o o 
f o r m i d a b l e a t a s k , e s p e c i a l l y w h e n t h e y w e r e c o n s t a n t l y h a r a s s e d b y 

* Opposite Tungkwan. 
t The Japanese had five main objectives: (1) to link Hankow with Shansi; 

(2) to link Hankow with Canton; (3) to cut China's supply routes; (4) to drive 
from Hankow and via Sian into Szechuan: (5) to clear up the guerillas. But 
from 1938 to the end of 1941 their successes were diplomatic, not military. They 
stopped supplies through Indo-China and got the Burma Road closed for three 
months. 

t Figures of Chinese Ministry of War. 
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Mongolian cavalry under the able leadership of such experienced 
generals as Ma Chan-shan. Even the push of the summer of 1942 
brought them no appreciable result. 

2. In Hopei, their first captured province, the Japanese were con­
fronted with a formidable guerilla movement as soon as the Eighth 
Route Army sent out advance bands to link up and organise the 
scattered islands of resistance left in the wake of the advancing 
Japanese.* Soon a great guerilla area of some 12 million people, 
called the Border Region, was in being on the borders of Hopei, 
Shansi and Chahar, with its base in the mountains of Wutaishan. 
There was a second similar area in North Hopei.t Time after time 
guerillas penetrated into the heart of Peiping itself, killing Japanese 
and carrying off suppUes. Railway lines were constantly broken, 
bridges blown up and tracks removed. Trains were attacked and 
supplies captured. Foreigners could be passed up safely from Free 
China to Peiping and back again. When Japan attacked Britain and 
the United States, four British residents of Peiping were rescued from 
the Japanese by the guerillas. Others were rescued later. Among the 
soldiers of the guerilla armies, the Chinese coal miners of the North 
China mines and the railwaymen provided some of the toughest and 
most adventurous units. Ceaselessly the Japanese m'ilitarists have 
sought to destroy these guerilla bases, launching a new offensive every 
few months after the big one in July, 1938. As ceaselessly have those 
attacks been defeated, despite the great cost and suffering, for these 
guerillas are rooted in the people, they are the people themselves. 

3. Similarly in Shantung and northern Kiangsu. Advance units 
of the Eighth Army, linking up later with units of the New Fourth 
Army, have built up powerful guerilla forces against which in the 
first six months of 1942 alone the Japanese launched no less than five 
large offensives, one of '30,000 mechanised troops supported by planes, 
all without much success. Early in 1941 the main body of the New 

* For the story of the growth of one of these spontaneous guerilla bands into 
an army see The People's War, I. Epstein, London, 1939, Chapter IV. This 
particular band owed its inspiration to an old woman, Madame Chao, " Mother 
of the Guerillas." In these guerilla armies of the Hopei-Shansi-Chahar Border 
Region, the pay of army commanders was Is. 3d. a month, rank and file, 6d. *a 
month (Dollar at 3d.). As for the 8th Route Army, General Chu Teh was paid 
less than a private in the other Chinese Government Armies. When the Govern­
ment ceased to pay the Eighth Route Army, the allowances of the officers and 
ranks were cut still further. In 1942 Chu Teh and other high officers got 7id. a 
month (C. $2i). The pay of ordinary soldiers in the Chinese forces in .Burma was 
2s. 8d. a month, i.e., about the daily pay of other Allied armies. These figures give 
but a faint indication of the heroism of the Chinese soldiers. 

t Since the end of 1938 these areas have been in contact with the Manchurian 
guerillas. In 1942 the commander of one of the Manchurian guerilla armies was 
able to visit Chungking. By 1942 partisan (guerilla) forces stretched from the 
plains of Manchuria in the north to the borders of Indo-China in the south. 
Many Chinese workers escaping from Hong-kong formed partisan bands. 
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Fourth Army, which had previously operated around Shanghai, 
marched north to join these forces. From July, 1941, to July, 1942, 
this army fought no less than 2,400 battles with Japanese, killing 
nearly 25,000 enemy and "puppet" soldiers. 

4. In South Shansi and parts of North Honan and South Hopei is 
the third great Border Region, again including some 12 million people, 
with its base in the famous Taihang mountains. This area is now 
closely linked with the Shantung one. 

While the centre of each of these guerilla areas is in mountains 
difficult of access to the Japanese, the areas stretch wide over the 
plains. In those plains has been learnt a lesson in guerilla warfare 
that was to be learnt in Europe later. Said General Chu Teh of the 
first year's fighting: "These engagements proved that a guerilla war 
can be fought with success not only in mountainous areas but also 
on plains. In short, an army, even if isolated, cannot be annihilated 
if it knows how to co-operate with the people."* 

" The greatest lesson we have learned," he also said, " is that a people 
can fight victoriously with what resources it happens to have." " With 
the confidence of the people and the understanding of their needs, 
nothing is impossible, f 

One of the great results of this guerilla and mobile warfare has been 
that the Japanese plans for economic exploitation of North China have, 
with some exceptions, been largely frustrated. 

In Shansi, where the main forces of General Yen Hsi-shan and the 
Eighth Route Army operate, the Japanese are confined to the main 
towns and railways. This mountainous country has been excellently 
used to defeat every Japanese attempt to root out the centres of 
Chinese resistance or to cross the Yellow River. Though, since the 
end of 1940, the Eighth Route Army has been prevented by the 
blockade imposed by other Chinese forces from getting supplies of 
ammunition and even medical supplies, they have nevertheless beaten 
off attack after attack by the best equipped Japanese units.J All too 

* Quoted Epstein, op. cit., p. 213. , " 
t Winning the confidence of the people was one of the greatest tasks. When 

the Eighth Route Army arrived in many areas the peasants called even the rank 
and file " Sir " and " Lord." Past experience had made them " down trodden, 
spiritless, suspicious." Yet it is those same peasants who for five years and 
more have been throwing back the lapanese offensives. Their confidence was 
created by propaganda, by the friendly, co-operative and disciplined behaviour 
of the soldiers, by getting them to elect their own councils and form their own 
defence units, and by the success of those units in battle. A great lesson in the 
strength of the people. The first principles of the Eighth Route Army are: 
(1) unity of officers and soldiers; (2) unity of army and people; (3) propaganda 
amongst the ranks of the Japanese enemy. Many Japanese soldiers have been 
won over by such propaganda. 

X The armies are partly equipped with captured supplies. They have also 
their own tiny arsenals. By the summer of 1938 30,000 hand grenades a month 
were produced in the Wutai region. 
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l i t t l e h a s b e e n r e p o r t e d o f t h e t r e m e n d o u s s e r v i c e t h e s e g r e a t m e n h a v e 
d o n e C h i n a a n d t h e w o r l d , f o r u p o n t h e i r s t r e n g t h a n d c o u r a g e 
d e p e n d s t h e d e f e a t b o t h o f J a p a n e s e a t t e m p t s t o c u t C h i n a ' s 
n o r t h e r n s u p p l y r o u t e s , a n d o f J a p a n e s e a t t e m p t s t o p e n e t r a t e i n t o 
S z e c h u a n f r o m t h e n o r t h - w e s t . 

T h r o u g h o u t 1 9 4 2 , n o t t o s p e a k o f e a r l i e r y e a r s , J a p a n e s e o f f e n s i v e 
a f t e r o f f e n s i v e h a s b e e n b e a t e n b a c k . I n o n e o f t h e s e f i e r c e b a t t l e s o f 
r e s i s t a n c e , T s a o C h u a n , V i c e - C o m m a n d e r - i n - C h i e f o f t h e E i g h t h R o u t e 
A r m y , l o s t h i s l i f e . T h e s e a t t a c k s i n M a r c h , A p r i l , M a y , J u n e , J u l y a n d 
A u g u s t w e r e d u e i n n o s m a l l p a r t t o J a p a n e s e f u r y a t t h e s u c c e s s f u l 
o f f e n s i v e s t h a t t h e E i g h t h R o u t e A r m y h a d l a u n c h e d i n D e c e m b e r , 
1 9 4 1 , a n d J a n u a r y , 1 9 4 2 , i n S o u t h a n d N o r t h S h a n s i , i n H o p e i a n d 
S h a n t u n g , t o r e l i e v e J a p a n e s e p r e s s u r e o n t h e A l l i e d f o r c e s e l s e w h e r e 
i n t h e P a c i f i c . W r i t i n g o n t h e o c c a s i o n o f J u l y 7 t h , 1 9 4 2 , G e n e r a l C h u 
T e h , C o m m a n d e r o f t h e E i g h t h R o u t e A r m y , c o u l d r e c o r d t h a t i n t h e 
p r e v i o u s y e a r t h e a r m y h a d f o u g h t o v e r 1 2 , 0 0 0 b a t t l e s , t y i n g d o w n 
o v e i ' t w e n t y e n e m y d i v i s i o n s o r 4 4 p e r c e n t o f t h e J a p a n e s e t h e n i n 
C h i n a , t h u s p l a y i n g a t r e m e n d o u s l y i m p o r t a n t r o l e i n t h e w h o l e w a r i n 
t h e P a c i f i c * 

5. B e t w e e n t h e Y e l l o w a n d Y a n g t z e R i v e r s t h e r e h a s b e e n c o n s t a n t 
m i n o r fighting i n H o n a n . T h e J a p a n e s e h a v e t r i e d o n o c c a s i o n s t o 
d r i v e f r o m H a n k o w t o w a r d s C h e n g c h o w , b u t u n s u c c e s s f u l l y . 

N o r t h o f H a n k o w , i n M a y , 1 9 3 9 , a J a p a n e s e a t t e m p t t o p u s h t h r o u g h 
t o S i a n w a s d e f e a t e d b y G e n e r a l L i T s u n g - j e n , a n d n o t u n t i l t h e s p r i n g 
o f 1 9 4 0 w e r e t h e J a p a n e s e a b l e t o a d v a n c e as f a r a s I c h a n g , w h i c h t h e y 
h a v e s o f a r s u c c e e d e d i n h o l d i n g . 

6 . I n t h e s o u t h e r n p a r t o f C e n t r a l C h i n a , i n o r d e r t o c o m p l e t e t h e i r 
c o n t r o l o f t h e r a i l w a y s a n d t o e s t a b l i s h t h r o u g h r a i l t r a f f i c f r o m 
M a n c h u r i a t o C a n t o n , t h e J a p a n e s e h a v e c o n s t a n t l y t r i e d t o t a k e t h e 
t o w n o f C h a n g s h a w h i c h s t a n d s o n t h e C a n t o n - H a n k o w r a i l w a y n e a r 
i t s j u n c t i o n w i t h t h e r a i l w a y w h i c h r u n s f r o m t h e c o a s t ( t h e H a n g c h o w -
N a n c h a n g r a i l w a y ) . T h e first d r i v e w a s i n S e p t e m b e r , 1 9 3 9 . I t w a s 
s o u n d l y d e f e a t e d . T h e s e c o n d , i n 1 9 4 1 , s u f f e r e d a s i m i l a r f a t e . T h e 
t h i r d , a t t h e e n d o f 1 9 4 1 , t h o u g h t h e J a p a n e s e u s e d r a t h e r m o r e t r o o p s 
t h a n t h e y d i d i n t h e w h o l e o f t h e M a l a y a c a m p a i g n , w a s r o u t e d t o o . f 
T h e s e d r i v e s h a d b e e n m a d e w i t h u n i t s b a s e d b o t h o n H a n k o w a n d o n 
N a n c h a n g . 

* A favourite Eighth Route Army method is to fight with mobile units which 
seldom exceed 600 and are linked with divisional H.Q. by wireless. Such units 
are constantly on the offensive and battles are frequent, see T w i n Stars Over 
C h i n a , Major E . F . Carlson, New York, 1940, p. 76. 

t In this third offensive the Japanese used 150,000 troops and 100 planes. Al l 
these Changsha offensives were .defeated by tactics broadly similar to those used 
by the Chinese at Taierchwang, i.e., stubborn defence of the main position 
attacked, flank and, rear attacks on the Japanese columns, plus active guerilla 
operations far in the Japanese rear. 
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I n J u n e , 1 9 4 2 , t h e y b e g a n a f o u r t h , m o r e a m b i t i o u s a t t e m p t , 
a d v a n c i n g f r o m t h e c o a s t a l o n g t h e H a n g c h o w - N a n c h a n g r a i l w a y w i t h 
t h e d o u b l e p u r p o s e o f c a p t u r i n g t h e n e w C h i n e s e a i r b a se s i n C h e k i a n g 
a n d K i a n g s i a n d p r o c e e d i n g a l o n g t h e l i n e t o C h a n g s h a . T h i s m a i n 
t h r u s t w a s a c c o m p a n i e d b y s i m u l t a n e o u s o f f e n s i v e s a g a i n s t t h e 
g u e r i l l a a r e a s , a n d b y o f f e n s i v e s i n I n n e r M o n g o l i a , i n Y u n n a n , a n d 
n o r t h o f C a n t o n . I n t h e m a i n o f f e n s i v e t h e J a p a n e s e t r i e d n e w t a c t i c s 
t o p r o t e c t t h e i r flanks a n d r e a r b y t h r o w i n g o u t a s c r e e n o f r a i d i n g 
p a r t i e s . T h e c h i e f r e s u l t o f t h i s w a s t h a t t h e y w e a k e n e d t h e s t r e n g t h o f 
t h e i r m a i n c o l u m n , a n d a f t e r s o m e s i x w e e k s o f success i t t o o r a n i n t o 
d i f f i c u l t i e s . A t first, s l o w l y , t h e n m o r e r a p i d l y , t h e C h i n e s e b e g a n t o 
p u s h t h e e n e m y b a c k t o w a r d s h i s s t a r t i n g p l a c e . 

7 . A l o n g t h e c o a s t f r o m H a n g c h o w B a y t o C a n t o n , f o l l o w i n g t h e f a l l 
o f t h a t c i t y , t h e l a r g e p o r t s h a v e a l l b e e n s p o r a d i c a l l y a t t a c k e d a n d 
h e l d b y t h e J a p a n e s e . T h e l a s t t o b e c a p t u r e d w a s W e n c h o w w h i c h 
t h e C h i n e s e u s e d f r o m t h e e n d o f 1 9 3 8 t o t h e b e g i n n i n g o f 1 9 4 0 t o 
b r i n g a r m s f r o m H o n g k o n g a n d s e n d t h e m u p i n t o t h e i n t e r i o r . I n 
J a n u a r y , 1 9 4 0 , t h e C h a m b e r l a i n G o v e r n m e n t , s e c r e t l y a n d u n k n o w n t o 
t h e B r i t i s h p e o p l e , p l a c e d a b a n o n t h e t r a n s p o r t o f a r m s t h r o u g h 
H o n g k o n g t o F r e e C h i n a , b u t t h e C h i n e s e s t i l l m a n a g e d t o u s e t h e 
p o r t f o r s o m e p u r p o s e s t i l l t h e e n d o f 1 9 4 1 . I n 1 9 4 2 c a m e a n e w 
d e v e l o p m e n t , t h e sea g u e r i l l a s . T h e s e a t t a c k e d l i g h t h o u s e s a n d l i g h t ­
s h i p s a n d l a i d m i n e s f o r J a p a n e s e v e s s e l s . 

8. F u r t h e r s o u t h , a r o u n d C a n t o n , t h e r e h a s b e e n c o n s t a n t fighting. 
S e v e r a l t i m e s t h e J a p a n e s e h a v e t r i e d t o p u s h u p t h e r a i l w a y t o w a r d s 
C h a n g s h a . T h e y h a v e n e v e r s u c c e e d e d . E v e r y o n e i n B r i t a i n a n d C a n a d a 
w i l l r e m e m b e r w i t h g r a t i t u d e h o w , w h e n H o n g - K o n g w a s a t t a c k e d i n 
D e c e m b e r , 1 9 4 1 , t h e C h i n e s e w i t h o u t d e l a y l a u n c h e d a c o u n t e r - o f f e n s i v e 
h e r e t o d r a w o f f t h e J a p a n e s e f o r c e s a t t a c k i n g t h e B r i t i s h a n d C a n a d i a n 
t r o o p s . I n K w a n g t u n g . p r o v i n c e , s i n c e 1 9 3 8 , g u e r i l l a u n i t s h a v e b e e n i n 
o p e r a t i o n , a m o n g t h e m m a n y s a i l o r s f r o m b o t h C a n t o n a n d H o n g -
K o n g . T h o u g h t h e l o c a l p r o v i n c i a l a u t h o r i t i e s h a v e n o t a l w a y s s h o w n 
a w i l l i n g n e s s t o a p p r e c i a t e t h e i r i m p o r t a n c e ( o n s o m e o c c a s i o n s 
r e a c t i o n a r y o f f i c e r s h a v e e v e n a t t a c k e d t h e m ) , t h e y h a v e p l a y e d a n 
e x t r e m e l y i r n p o r t a n t p a r t b o t h i n f r u s t r a t i n g J a p a n e s e a t t e m p t s t o 
a d v a n c e f u r t h e r a n d i n p r e p a r i n g t h e g r o u n d f o r t h e successes o f t h e 
m a i n C h i n e s e a r m i e s . T h e y c a r r y o n t h e p r o u d t r a d i t i o n s o f t h e 
C a n t o n a n d H o n g - K o n g w o r k e r s . 

9 . I n t h e e x t r e m e s o u t h e r n p a r t o f C h i n a t h e J a p a n e s e l a n d e d a t 
P a k h o i i n N o v e m b e r , 1 9 3 9 , a n d b y D e c e m b e r w e r e i n N a n n i n g , c a p i t a l 
o f K w a n g s i . B u t t h e y o n l y h e l d i t f o r s i x m o n t h s b e f o r e w i t h d r a w i n g , 
a n d s i n c e t h e n t h e y h a v e as y e t m a d e n o r e a l a t t e m p t t o a d v a n c e i n t o 
K w a n g s i e i t h e r f r o m t h e c o a s t o r t h r o u g h I n d o - C h i n a , w h i c h t h e i r 
t r o o p s b e g a n t o o c c u p y a t t h e e n d o f 1 9 4 0 . 

1 0 . T h e f a l l o f B u r m a e a r l y i n 1 9 4 2 l e d t o t h e o p e n i n g o f a n e w 
f r o n t a g a i n s t C h i n a , t h e B u r m a - Y u n n a n f r o n t . A t first i t s e e m e d t h a t 
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the Japanese would follow their Burma successes with a drive into 
China, but the Chinese held them in the border mountains. At the 
end of 1942 there were signs that the Japanese might be preparing a 
new offensive. One thrust of 7,000 men was made, which the Chinese 
threw back.* 
China the Key to Victory in tlie East 

Since 1931 the struggle of the Chinese people against Japanese 
imperialism has always been part of the world struggle against fascism 
and aggression. The Japanese attack on Britain and the United States 
on December 7, 1941, which ranged the Japanese fascists openly 
alongside the main enemy of the peoples, Nazi Germany, completed 
the process. 

The Chinese people had repeatedly warned the world against the 
enormous appetite of the rulers of Japan; they had ceaselessly pointed 
out the dangers of appeasement, not only for China, but for Britain and 
the U.S.A. themselves. In December, 1941, the policy of appeasing 
Japan, of selling her all the arms, the oil, the rubber, the scrap iron, 
the iron ore, the aluminium that she could buy, while allowing China 
only the smallest of assistance and even placing barriers in her way, led 
to its inevitable catastrophe. 

At the same time Japan's attack brought China into the alliance of 
the United Nations as one of its four main pillars and she was inspired 
by high hopes and a consciousness of the importance of her role, 
militarily and politically. 

But though the Generalissimo was made supreme Allied Commander 
of the Chinese theatre of war (including Indo-China and Thailand), 
China's offer to send troops to help defend Singapore was 
ignored. Yet on the fate of Singapore depended the fate of 
the Burma Road, China's life-line: Her offer to send troops to Burma 
was accepted too tardily and too reluctantly to affect the outcome, 
though within a few weeks it was clear that if Chinese troops had been 

* The Japanese have some 40 divisions in China (over 1,000,000 men), others in 
Manchuria, and (Etecember, 1942) eight divisions in Burma. In 1942 the total Chinese 
forces, front line, reserve, training and militia units number 10 million conscripts 
and 10 million volunteers. (Units fighting guerilla warfare were both regular, 
volunteer and miUtia units.) The Chinese paper Yi Shih Pao, in December, 1942, 
gave-the figure of six million as the total figure for the regular army. The Eighth 
Route Army and the New Fourth Army together numbered some 570,000 regular 
soldiers in the middle of 1942. Arthur Moore, correspondent in China for the 
Daily Telegraph, wrote (15/12/42): "Foreign observers estimate that the 
immediate effective strength (of the Chinese Army) is between two and three 
million." This low estimate is given because of the Chinese Army's lack of arms. 
Even the three million are still inadequately armed according to European 
standards. Conscription began in China in the coastal provinces in 1936. One of 
the difficulties that the Chinese authorities have had to meet has been the un­
willingness of many members of the wealthier classes to submit to conscription: 
while in the more backward parts of China the old press gang methods of 
recruiting soldiers are only slowly dying out. 
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invited earlier and in larger numbers then doubtless Burma would 
never have been conquered by Japanese forces. As it was, Chinese 
forces did invaluable service in covering the retreat of the British units, 
and numbers of Chinese Soldiers stopped on for months in Burma 
to harry the Japanese with guerilla warfare.* 

Thus the outcome of four months as a military ally of Britain and 
the United States was for China the loss of the Burma Road, the 
appearance of the Japanese on a new front, the Burma-Yunnan border, 
and a position more isolated than at any time since the closing of 
the Burma Road by Britain for three months in 1940. 

Yet militarily China is the key to the defeat of Japan. All that is 
needed is that the Chinese be provided with the arms they cannot 
themselves produce. 

The Chinese are conscious that for over five and a half years they 
have been performing a great military task for all the United Nations. 
They know that in China are to be found the air-bases from which 
Japanese towns and Japanese shipping can be constantly attacked. 
They know that, defeated on Chinese territory, driven into the sea 
along the China coast and through Korea, no Japanese successes in 
any other part of the Pacific will give Japan's rulers victory. A 
China offensive, driving the Japanese beyond the borders of Korea, 
would rapidly bring down the whole ramshackle structure of {he 
Japanese Empire. 

The Chinese are disappointed with and severely critical of Britain 
and America because they have not yet realised the military import­
ance of China t The Chinese appreciate the offensives in the South 
Pacific which weaken Japan and ease the burden on China, they 
delight in United States and Australian victories in the Solomons and 
NewGuinea. But these are not the same thing as supplies to China 
and me re-opening of the supply route through Burma. Something 
has been done in the way of sending supplies to China. The Chinese 
have a few more planes and U.S. Air Force and R.A.F. units are also 
co-operating with Chinese forces. The raids on Hankow, on Japanese 
occupied coal mines in North China and other places in 1942 had 

* See China the Unconquerable, C.P.G.B., 1942, 2d., for quotations on these 
points. According to O. D. Gallagher (Retreat in the East, p. 187) the Chinese 
troops in Burma were not beaten because of the overwhelming number of 
Japanese, but because the Allies failed to supply them with sufficient munitions, 
supplies and artillery. The Burma campaign was one of the greatest British 
mistakes in the war, and the root cause of the mistake was underestimation of 
China. Most of the Chinese troops in Burma withdrew either to Yunnan or to 
India, but even in December, 1942, Chinese units were operating in the Shan States 
(part of Burma). 

t How gravely this underestimation of China has affected Britain and the 
U.S.A. is shown by the strength of Japan's resistance in the South Pacific. Japan 
would not have been able to concentrate so many forces in this area if China had 
been supplied with more arms. 
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excellent effects. At last the Chinese felt they were getting some of 
their own back for the Chungking raids. Air co-operation helped in 
the Chinese victories in Chekiang. But this only goes to show what 
prospects of great victories will be opened up when planes are sent 
to build up a really strong air force. 

For some time there has been discussion of a great Chinese offensive, 
which would be the beginning of the third stage of Chinese 
strategy, the stage of the Chinese advance. This offensive would 
not only sweep back individual thrusts as the Japanese make 
them, but would begin steadily to hberate town after town that the 
Japanese have held for years. Such an advance would destroy the 
whole of Japanese military power in the Pacific as nothing else could. 
For it to be possible two conditions are essential. 

The first concerns China. Since 1940 many units of the Chinese 
Army have been immobilised " keeping a watch on " the Special Dis­
trict and the Eighth Route Army. Since the attack by some reactionary 
generals on the New Fourth Army in December, 1940, the Eighth 
Route and New Fourth Armies have been blockaded and, in the words 
of Chu Teh, have been without " one penny, one bullet or shell or 
medical supplies" from the Government. Such a situation doubly 
enfeebles Chinese offensive powers both by weakening these two 
armies and by keeping in inaction other Chinese forces who are 
anxious to attack the Japanese. Inevitably this situation will be ended, 
but the peoples of Britain, the United States and other AlUed countries 
can assist the process both by their own example of resolutely attacking 
the fascist powers, and by further strengthening their own democratic 
national anti-fascist fronts-

The second condition is that China gets the arms. It cannot be too 
often stated that when China gets the arms, Japan will be defeated. 
Thus Generalissimo Chiang "said in a broadcast to America in May, 
1942 : " As a realist I must point out, however, that morale, important 
as it is, is not sufficient itself to win a decisive and final victory. It 
must be supplemented by mechanized equipment. Mechanized equip­
ment by itself, however, is futile. Morale and equipment cbmbined 
spell final victory. . . . As commander-in-chief of the Chinese theatre 
of war, I pledge you my word that given 10 per cent of the equipment 
you produce in America the Chinese Army will reveal for you 100 per 
cent the desired result." The chief reason why the Chinese advance 
in Kiangsi and Chekiang in the summer of 1942 could not become a 
general advance, nor even retake the key town of Kinhwa, was that 
the Chinese, despite their year-old alliance with Britain and the U.S.A., 
were still without the artillery necessary to take fortified towns. In 
fact, they were still left to face their five-year-old problem of shortage 
of rifle ammunition, though supplies for China were being allowed 
to accumulate in dumps in India. Again, lorries are so few and so 
precious in China that they are never used at the fronts. Men have 
to carry all supplies up to the actual fighting line. What could not 
a few more lorries do in China? 
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The Soviet Union, despite its own great need, is sparing supplies 

for China, sending them by the northern route. But the amount sent by 
Britain and America, though steadily growing, is as yet small, and all 
too often it is delayed for long in India because sufficient transport 
planes have not yet been made available to carry supplies to China. 
Moreover, difficulties in supplying China will persist until the Burma 
Road is re-opened again. It mustJUe re-opened, and the finest and 
surest way of re-opening the route through Burma would be to allow 
an Indian National Government to come into being in an independent 
India and to pledge Burma her freedom. 

The full seriousness of China's supply position was stressed at the 
end of 1942 by an American critic who said that " China has been 
receiving each month fewer supplies than a single army division uses 
up in one day; and China's lend-lease receipts amount to less than 
2 per cent of a minimum programme filed with lend-lease authorities 
in Washington."* Mr. Willkie, after his visit to China, also emphasised 
the minuteness of the supplies China had received. Nor has much in 
the way of machinery been sent to China to enable her to expand 
her own arms output. 

Nevertheless, China prepares to attack. " Events in China in the past 
year," said Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek to the People's Political 
Council in October, 1942, " h a v e made it clear that we are passing 
from the defensive to the offensive and have achieved indubitable 
results in military measures for preparation for an offensive, despite 
the difficulties we have had to face." 

F I V E 
THE BATTLE OF PRODUCTION 

" Double the membership, treble production." 
1942 slogan of the Chinese Industrial Co-operatives. 

All the United Nations have waged a battle of production, which has. 
concerned citizens as intensely as the military battle. None, however, 
have had to face such titanic problems as the Chinese. 

For modern large-scale industry it is necessary to have raw material 
resources, skilled labour, machinery and plants, well-developed 
scientific staffs and laboratories, and an efficient system of transport. 

In 1937 China had little more than resources. 
There were then 3,849 Chinese registered private factories, but they 

were mostly very small. Of these, no less than a third were in Shanghai, 
and only 279 were in what is now Free China. The majority were 

* Quoted, Manchester Guardian, December U , 1942. 
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t e x t i l e c o n c e r n s , s p i n n i n g m i l l s a n d w e a v i n g s h e d s , s i l k filatures a n d 
w o o l l e n m i l l s . T h e r e w e r e s o m e 5 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 c o t t o n s p i n d l e s a n d 5 0 , 0 0 0 
l o o m s i n C h i n a , b u t o n l y h a l f w e r e C h i n e s e o w n e d . M o s t o f t h e r e s t 
w e r e J a p a n e s e . O f a l l t h e s p i n d l e s , b a r e l y 4 0 , 0 0 0 , l e s s t h a n i n m a n y 
s i n g l e L a n c a s h i r e m i l l s , w e r e i n t h e i n t e r i o r o f t h e c o u n t r y . 

M a c h i n e s h o p s w e r e m o s t l y i n S h a n g h a i a n d s m a l l a f f a i r s , p r o d u c i n g 
o n l y l a t h e s , s p i n n i n g m a c h i n e s , e l e c t r i c g e n e r a t o r s , b o i l e r s , p u m p s , 
p r e s se s a n d s i m i l a r s i m p l e , s m a l l m a c h i n e s . 

T h e r e w e r e o n l y t w o b l a s t f u r n a c e s i n o p e r a t i o n * — o n e n e a r H a n k o w 
a n d o n e i n S h a n s i . T h e i r c o m b i n e d p o t e n t i a l o u t p u t w a s 1 2 0 t o n s 
o f p i g i r o n a d a y a n d t h e y d i d n o t w o r k r e g u l a r l y . T h e i r t o t a l p r o ­
d u c t i o n w a s s o m e t h i n g l i k e 2 0 , 0 0 0 t o n s a y e a r ; w h i c h t i n y i r o n w o r k s , 
u s i n g t h e o l d , m e d i e v a l m e t h o d s , m a d e u p t o s o m e 1 3 0 , 0 0 0 t o n s . 

T h e b u l k o f t h e i r o n o r e m i n e d i n C h i n a w a s e x p o r t e d t o J a p a n , 
as h a d b e e n t h e ca se e v e r s i n c e t h e p r e s e n t a t i o n o f J a p a n ' s T w e n t y - o n e 
D e m a n d s i n 1 9 1 5 . I n 1 9 3 6 , o u t o f a p r o d u c t i o n o f 1 , 3 4 0 , 2 0 0 t o n s i n 
m o d e r n m i n e s n o less t h a n 1 , 3 0 2 , 7 0 0 t o n s , o r n e a r l y 9 8 p e r c e n t , w a s 
e x p o r t e d . T h e t i n y m e d i a e v a l i r o n m i n e s o f t h e i n t e r i o r p r o d u c e d s o m e 
4 0 0 , 0 0 0 t o n s i n a d d i t i o n . 

C o a l p r o d u c t i o n i n 1 9 3 6 w a s j u s t o v e r 2 2 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 t o n s i n , m o d e r n 
p i t s , b u t t h e y w e r e a l m o s t a l l i n t h e n o r t h e r n p r o v i n c e s , a n d a g a i n 
m u c h w a s f o r e x p o r t , e s p e c i a l l y f r o m t h e B r i t i s h , G e r m a n a n d J a p a n e s e 
o w n e d m i n e s . A q u a r t e r o f t h e t o t a l p r o d u c t i o n c a m e f r o m t h e 
B r i t i s h o w n e d K a i l i n m i n e s , w h i c h l a t e r w o r k e d f o r t h e J a p a n e s e . 

I n t h e y e a r s j u s t b e f o r e t h e w a r , t h e G o v e r n m e n t w a s m a k i n g e f f o r t s 
t o e x p a n d i t s i n d u s t r y . T h e N a t i o n a l D e f e n c e P l a n n i n g C o m m i s s i o n 
h a d b e e n s e t u p i n 1 9 3 3 . I n 1 9 3 6 i t m a p p e d o u t a t h r e e - y e a r p l a n 
o f i n d u s t r i a l d e v e l o p m e n t ; b e g i n n i n g s h a d b e e n m a d e w i t h s o m e 
p l a n t s . B u t t h e p l a n s f o r s t e e l a n d i r o n w o r k s h a d s c a r c e l y g o t b e y o n d 
t h e b l u e p r i n t s t a g e b e f o r e t h e J a p a n e s e a t t a c k e d . 

T h i s i n d u s t r i a l w e a k n e s s , c o m b i n e d w i t h t h e c o n c e n t r a t i o n o f s u c h 
i n d u s t r i e s a s t h e r e w e r e i n a h a n d f u l o f c o a s t a l c i t i e s a n d Y a n g t z e 
r i v e r t o w n s , w a s o n e o f t h e m a i n f a c t o r s i n t h e J a p a n e s e c a l c u l a t i o n s 
o f e a s y v i c t o r y . W h e n , b y O c t o b e r 1 9 3 8 , t h e J a p a n e s e w e r e i n o c c u p a ­
t i o n o f t h e t o w n s i n w h i c h p r e v i o u s l y 9 3 p e r c e n t o f C h i n a ' s 
f a c t o r i e s h a d b e e n c o n c e n t r a t e d , t h e y t h o u g h t t h a t t h e y h a d w o n t h e 
w a r . B u t i t h a d o n l y j u s t b e g u n . 

I n T s i n g t a o t h e J a p a n e s e - o w n e d f a c t o r i e s h a d b e e n d e s t r o y e d b e f o r e 
t h e J a p a n e s e t o o k t h e c i t y . I n S h a n g h a i a n d N a n k i n g m u c h d a m a g e 
h a d b e e n d o n e i n t h e fighting. B u t p l a n s f o r e v a c u a t i n g m a c h i n e r y 

* Report on Economic Conditions i n C h i n a (1935-7), Sir Louis Beale, H .M. 
Stationery Office, 1937. Two other «teel works were out of operation. The 
Hanyehping works at Hankow had gone out of operation in 1928 and the 
Lungyen works at Peiping (later captured by the Japanese) had not worked since 
installed in 1922. 

I) 
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from these cities to the Chinese interior gave little result. Canton fell 
too rapidly for much to be done there either. Only from Hankow 
was industry evacuated on a systematic and extensive scale. 
Among the plants moved from there was the Japanese-owned 
Hanyehping Iron Works, whose confiscation and transfer to the interior 
marked a turning point in China's industrial history.* 

In all, the Ministry of Economic Affairs could report in 1940 that 
of some 3,500 Chinese registered factories in the cities taken by the 
Japanese, 450 had migrated to the interior. Some 120,000 tons of 
machinery and 100,000 skilled workers altogether were moved from 
private and Government works. But it was one thing to move machinery 
and another to set it in operation again. Many of the coastal factories 
had used electric power. In the interior power stations were few and 
far between. Indeed early in 1940, according to Edgar Snow 
only about 200 of the transferred factories were working againt 

The difficulties of importing machinery enormously complicated the 
task of building an industry. After the fall of Canton the total annual 
load capacity of all routes into Free China was less than China's annual 
import of steel products in the pre-war years. With the closing of the 
railway from Indo-China into Yunnan in 1941 it became far less. 
Moreover, apart from the Curtiss Wright Company, which built a 
small aeroplane assembly and body-building plant in Free China, and 
the British Pekin Syndicate, which, through its Chinese subsidiaries, 
helped to develop coal and iron mines, most American and British 
firms preferred to work for Japanese contracts. The British-owned 
Kailin pits in North China went on happily supplying the 
Japanese navy with coal up to December 7th, 1941, when they were 
seized in full working order by the Japanese;! and companies like 
Jardine Mathesons, even in 1940, were quite pleased to supply Japan 
with material and equipment for building strategic railways. Nor were 
the early British and American Government credits to China of much 
more use in buying machinery than in buying arms. For their purpose 
was not so much to help China as to keep up the rate of the Chinese 
dollar in Shanghai, so that the foreign owned business houses there 
should not suffer from the war. 

A further difficulty was that there was a tendency in some Chinese . 
quarters to think in too ambitious terms, a desire to plan large-scale 
industry in the future rather than to push ahead with today's task of 
mobilising the utmost productive power however tiny it might seem. 

* By the end of 1938 roughly 80 per cent of China's former industries had 
either been captured or destroyed, some 13 per cent had been evacuated. 7 per 
cent was already in the interior. 

t Scorched Earth. London, 1941, p. 168. 
t When in 1938 the company signed its contract with the Japanese navy, 60,000 

miners came out on strike. Armed force was used aaainst them, and this and 
hunger eventually forced many of them back. But 5,000 got away and, forming 
six guerilla detachments, they joined up with the forces of the Hopei-Chahar-Shansi 
Border Region. 
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Finally there was the unpatriotic attitude of some Chinese business 

men. Writing in the bulletin of the Central Bank of China in 1942,* a 
Chinese engineer declared : " Regrettable also is the fact that following 
the withdrawal of Chinese troops from Shanghai in December, 1937, 
Chinese industrialists and enterprisers, lured by profit motives, flocked 
to Hongkong to re-establish themselves." Thus China was deprived 
of much valuable capital and machinery. Equally culpable were the 
landlords and rural bankers, who preferred speculation in rice and 
scarce goods to investing money either in Government bonds or indus­
trial enterprise. 

But, despite all handicaps, industry began to expand. 

The Roads 
The first need of industry is communications. China had always 

been backward in railways, roads and airways. The Japanese have 
deprived her of most of what she had. In 1940 some 800 miles of 
railway were left in Chinese hands, hardly as much as in the English 
county of Yorkshire, and there were less than 50,000 miles of dry 
weather roads. 

New roads were pushed ahead. From Chungking to Sinkiang went 
the 3,000 miles north-west road; south-east went the road to Burma, 
1,600 miles from Chungking to Lashio. Whether mountain sides had 
to be blasted away or torrential rivers crossed, the work had to be 
done by hand. " It looks as though they had scraped it out of the 
mountain side with their finger nails," one foreign journalist said about 
the Burma Road, and indeed that was not far from the truth. For 
tools the workers had little but picks, mostly very primitive. Even 
the rollers for levelling the surface had to be hewn out of the solid 
rock by hand. But steadily the roads took shape. 

Today more great roads for connection with the outside world are 
being built. Two pass through Southern Tibet into Northern India. 
Already hundreds of miles of the southern route have been constructed. 
By February, 1942, it was calculated that three-fifths of this new road 
were pomplete.f Other new routes are under construction to the Soviet 
frontier. 

But the great routes to other countries are only part of the plan. 
The building of internal communications is of equal Importance. 

Between 1937 and 1941 nearly four hundred miles of railway were 
completed or under construction. For example, the tracks of the 
Lunghal railway were lifted to prevent capture by Japan and a new 

* Quoted in China at War, August, 1942. 
t Economist. February 28, 1942. But these roads will still take a long time to complete and their length is too great for them ever to replace the Burma Road. 
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extension was built from Paochi in Shansi to South-East Kansu. 
Similarly a railway was built from Changsha running into Kweichow. 
But lack of railway equipment held up many essential schemes, while 
the work done on the Yunnan-Burma railway, which followed the 
Burma Road, was rendered largely useless when the Japanese took 
Burma. 

Roads were more easily built. Three great systems gradually came 
into being. First, the south-west system covering Szechuan and 
Yunnan, with branch lines running into Kweichow, Hunan and 
Kwangsi, and linking those three provinces. together. Second, the 
north-west system, centring on Sian, the capital of Shensi, and link­
ing Sian to Chungking, to Sinkiang, to Inner Mongolia, Shansi and 
Honan. Third, the north and north-east system, with routes running 
up from Chungking to Chengtu and then, by-passing Sian, to Sinkiang, 
with others running through Sikang* and Tibet. 

All these mighty systems of communications made full use of the 
few existing railways and, more important, the improved and improv­
ing waterways of free China. In Britain, we have long passed the 
stage when it was found how superior canals were to horse-drawn 
vehicles on roads. In China, waterways have always been one of the 
most important, perhaps the most important, highways of transport. 
In war-time China much work has been done in widening and 
deepening river beds, eliminating rapids, making modernised junks 
with motors from broken-down lorries, and building inland sl'pways 
fo: the construction of river steamboats (six were launched in the first 
half of 1942), so that with improved waterways men and goods may 
move more speedily about the country. 

By mid-1941 China could claim some 1,500 miles of railway, 25,000 
miles of good motor highways, and over 5,000 miles of good water­
ways. The building of roads and improvement of waterways is a 
constant process; each month brings news of new victories of labour 
on this front. What, however, is most essential if the coal and iron 
of West China are to be brought together to provide a great supply of 
arms and a great supply of goods an3 machines for future prosperity, 
is railways, and it is just these that, because of lack of steel, are most 
difficult to build. 

Airways are as essential for internal communications in China as 
they are in the U.S.A. and the U.S.S.R., but Free China, unable to 
construct airplane engines and severely handicapped for lack of petrol, 
has had to content herself with very, very few planes for this purpose. 

• A new nrovince (the twenty-eighth Chinese orovince) formed in 1939 out of 
districts of East Tibet formerly ruled by local kings and tribal chiefs, and some 
districts of North Western Szechuan. The other parts of Tibet are Chinghai (or 
Kokonor) and the area mled from Lhasa by the Dalai Lama together with a 
Chinese representative. 
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Industry 

The second task of Free China was to build an industry on the 
basis of what machinery could be transported to the interior or im­
ported from outside. How little this latter was during the first four 
years of resistance is shown by the figure of 30,000 tons of imported 
machinery given in 1941 as the total for the first four years of war.* 
Yet, steadily the number of mines and factories has expanded. 
Naturally, because of war-time secrecy, many figures are not available, 
but those that are speak of great efforts.t 

The figures are tiny. China's coal production in 1940 was scarcely 
2i per cent of Britain's and only a quarter of China's 1936 figure. But 
it showed a 50 per cent increase over 1937 for Free China,J and that 
was the important thing. Year by year since then it has been 
expanding. 

The early plans for big iron and steel works had to be laid aside 
and the new industry that grew in the interior was equipped with 
half-ton, one-ton, two-ton, five- and ten-ton furnaces which were set 
up especially in 1941 and 1942. In 1941 Szechuan had altogether 
fifteen small blast furnaces, and four electric furnaces with a capacity of 
from 3 to 5 tons of steel a day. Minute as such furnaces must seem 
to those accustomed to the massive heavy industry of the West, they 
are a splendid tribute to Chinese ingenuity and perseverance. They 
have provided that trickle of raw materials to the Chinese arsenals 
which has saved Britain, the United States and the other United 
Nations from terrible tragedies. 

One example of the kind of industrial achievements attained is the 
China Development Corporation, the biggest industrial concern of 
Free China. In August, 1942, C h i n a at War. the official publication 
of the China Information Committee, Chungking, proudly described 
its iron and steel works : " The Corporation's iron and steel works has 
a thirty-ton iron foundry furnace, a ten-ton Martin furnace, and a 

* Economist, November 15th, 1941. 
t Production F'^nres for Free China 

1937 
Coal . . . . . . . . 3.6 million tons 
Pig Iron . . 31,000 tons 
Copper 400 tons 
Petrol 34,000 gallons 
Industrial alcohol . . . . 1.8 million gallons 
Yarn (factory) 30,000 bales 

(of the pig iron, only 15,000 tons were produced in modern furnaces in 1940) 
t In S^pchiian nrnvnce the increase was 400 per cent. During prospecting in 

the interior in 1938 tremendous new deposits of coal, iron and other ores were 
found in Szechuan and Yunnan, greatly increasing the estimate of China's 
resources. In the floods of 1942 rich, new coal seams were also found in Honan. 
By the time of the visit to China of the British ParFamentary Mission (November, 
1942), total coal production in Free China was 200 per cent of 1937 and cotton 
textiles 500 per cent. 

1940 
5.7 million tons 

100,000 tons 
1,000 tons 

440,000 gallons 
3.4 million gallons 

54̂ 000 bales 
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