Yu Quan-yu,
A Truly Unforgettable Committed

Revolutionary in Our Era

By Li Zhen-cheng
(August 17, 2010)

Sadly we heard the news that our comrade Yu Quan-yu died at 8:30 pm at his home
on August 14, 2010. His death is a great loss for our Party and our people during our very

complicated struggle in China and in the world at the current time.

Lao Yu was only one year older than I. I did not even know him until 1998. Shortly
after 1998 the magazine Truth and Pursuit was shut down and Lao Yu was the chief editor
of that magazine for several years. Only then did I have the opportunity to meet him and
discuss important matters with him. We had private discussions in his office several times
on the history of the Party , the Party building and the theories of the Party, relating to

constructing a revolutionary theory.

Before I met Lao Yu I read his paper “The Main Reason for the Collapse of the
Soviet Union Was not the Problem of Ethnicity before the Reform” published in the First
Issue of the Journal of China Social Science Academy Graduate Students in 1996. 1 was
deeply impressed by Lao Yu’s sharp analysis in that article. Then in 2003 I read his paper
in another magazine, The Pursuit of Truth, criticizing the selling of State owned
enterprises. People like to read Lao Yu’s writing because he had a lot of experiences and
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he had a good memory to tell them. He possessed a lot of knowledge. His writings were
based on a large body of facts he collected and were also based on solid theories. His
arguments could be harsh and soft, and his language was always lively, sharp and deep.
He not only expressed the firm and clear principles of the Communist Party, he also
demonstrated that the strategy of the Party could be flexibly and skillfully applied. It is
not an exaggeration to say that Lao Yu was one of the very few talented writers who have

both intellect and courage in the current political arena.

After many in depth discussions with Lao Yu I realized that he was able to use his
status as a member of the National Political Consultation and his status as the founder of
China Human Rights Research Institute to engage in the complicated struggles within and
outside of the Party and in and outside of China. In these struggles Lao Yu stood firmly on
the side of the working class, as a good communist should. When he faced an issue he was
very alert in distinguishing what was false from what was true. He was always very
courageous and selfless. He regarded the interests of the Party, the nation and the people
as of foremost importance without paying attention to his personal gain or loss. He fought
fearlessly to uphold the high moral standard of social responsibility and our historical
mission. He had been mistakenly classified as a rightist for 21 years but as far as [ am
concerned he was one of the firmest revolutionists on the left who deserved our

admiration and reliance in our current time.

In fact it was not someone who removed the rightist hat that Lao Yu wore. Lao Yu

took off his rightist hat by what he had done over a long period of time. This is a sharp



contrast to some other people, such as Li Shen-zhi and Li Rui, who now belong to the
neo-liberal camp. It is questionable whether they were wrongly accused as rightists. From
what Li Shen-zhi and Li Rui did in the past thirty years they have proved themselves to be
the real rightists. They have regarded their personal gain or loss as of utmost importance.
They have worked together with the reactionaries in China and abroad and have written
articles one after another over a long period of time attacking our Party and our nation.
They have used the most poisonous and destructive language to lie and to distort history
of our Party and the history of the new Republic. They have repeatedly attacked and used
filthy language to vilify our greatest leader, Chairman Mao Zedong. Then there are
people like Liu Xiao-bo and others, who were the initiators of the “08 Declaration”, and
they used the language of deep hatred to launch vicious attacks on comrade Yu Quan-yu.
These attacks from the rightists and their hatred toward him actually proved that Lao Yu

was in fact an unwavering revolutionary.

There were many people who were mistakenly classified as rightists in 1957 and Yu
Quan-yu’s case was one of them. From the very beginning of our new People’s Republic
there was the split within our Party between those who firmly believed in socialism and
want to continue the revolution and those who said “goodbye to revolution”, who were in
fact the rightists. Therefore, in the very beginning of the People’s Republic these two
opposing sides objectively existed. That was a historical fact that is not subject to any
debate. Those who said “goodbye to revolution” have showed their true selves loud and
clear during the last 30 some years of Reform. After so many years both the

revolutionaries and those who said “goodbye to revolution” also have their younger
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followers. We used to say “the son and daughters of the revolutionaries™ but this term is
no longer appropriate. We should distinguish them as “the sons and daughters of

revolutionaries” and “the sons and daughters of those who said goodbye to revolution.”

In my discussions with Lao Yu he told me inner news on some history of the Party that
I had not known before. One of these was the direct reason behind Chairman Mao’s
decision to launch the anti-rightist movement. Lao Yu told me that as a routine before
Chairman Mao made any major decisions he wanted to talk to comrades in the Xinhua
News agency and asked them to update him on the current political conditions. Before the
launching of the anti-rightist movement, Mao met three individuals recommended by
Xinhua News Agency. One of the three was Li Shen-zhi who had just returned from the
United States. When Chairman Mao asked Li Shen-zhi what was his views on China’s
political system. Li started to talk about the two-party political system of the United States
and how these two parties taking turn to serve as president of the country. Li Shen-zh also
praised the superiority of having three branches of government. Li Shen-zhi said that
China should reform its current political system and adopt the political system of the
United States.

The Chairman listened and began to realize the seriousness of the problem. He
realized that there were people within Xinhua that took such surprisingly reactionary
rightist stands on political matters, thus presenting serious threats and challenges to the
authority of the Party and the people’s government. If different political parties took turns
to rule the country, it would mean that the Communist Party would give up its absolute

leadership in administrating the government and in commanding the military. It would
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also mean that the Chinese proletariat would abandon the leadership of the country, and
the consequence would be the collapse of the worker-peasant alliance, which was the
basis of the democratic dictatorship of the people and the establishment of socialism.
Chairman Mao saw that if this kind of rightist opinion was allowed to propagate then the
country and the people would fall into the danger of losing the political security won by
the blood of tens of millions of martyrs during the past one hundred years. Thus,
Chairman decided that he had no choice but to lead the people in launching the

anti-rightist movement.

At the start of the anti-rightist movement, Chairman Mao decided that those who had
spoken and acted as rightists and also had big influence on the society should be openly
named and criticized. However, they should not be arrested. They should be allowed to
work without any pay cuts. Chairman Mao estimated that according to the political
conditions at that time, the number of rightists criticized should be limited to 4,000 people.
He was not happy when he heard that the number of people classified as rightists reached
8,000 people. He realized that the scope of anti-rightist struggle had been widened. It
became obvious that different work units searched hard for rightists and many people
who were merely criticizing their unit leaders were being regarded as against Party
leadership and fell into the category of “rightists.” The anti-rightist movement had thus
been seriously expanded and led to serious consequences. The question is who should be
responsible for widening the scope of this struggle. Of course, Chairman Mao had the
responsibility of the overall political struggle. However, it is extremely unfair to lay the

total responsibility of widening the struggle on Chairman Mao.
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In fact different levels of leadership in work units used the opportunity to attack
those who had different opinions from them but were not rightists. The motive behind
what they did was to secure their own political future. These people also were responsible
for the widening the scope of the struggle. There is also the question whether the
leadership at the Central level also intended to widen the scope of the struggle. Was it true
that some leadership at the Central level actually intended to widen the scope of the
struggle and classified tens of thousands of people as rightists? Was it true by doing so
they could then later take off the rightist hats of these people and recruit them to their own
camp? These questions can only be answered at a later day. However, Lao Yu was very
pretty clear about the situation and he never blamed Chairman for his being wrongly
classified as a rightist. On the contrary, he firmly raised high the flag of Mao Zedong
Thought and became the toughest revolutionary solider and strategist in our current

struggle against the bourgeoisie.

Lao Yu also talked about the reasons behind the over-exaggeration during the Great
Leap Forward. Once the Chairman found out the concrete situation of the
over-exaggeration and blowing of the communist wind, he wanted to put a stop to it. Lao
Yu said that even when the Chairman wanted to put a brake on the situation,
Vice-chairman Liu continued to advocate over-exaggeration, etc. He told me the details
of what happened. I wish he had written everything down. In that case, he could have
helped many people to sort out the confusion and understand the true history.

Yu Quan-yu was born into an exploiting family but he grew up under the education

of the Communist Party. He betrayed his own class and joined the big family of
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revolution. We have no choice what class we are born into but we can choose what class
we want to serve. Yu Quan-yu’s life has clearly showed us exactly that. We will never
forget the revolutionary spirit of Yu Quan-yu. People will follow his teaching and
continue his unfinished revolution with the will of steel knowing the difficult road ahead

but courageously charging forward!
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