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FOREWORD

L1

TO CHINA’S INDOMITABLE YOUTH belong

many proud traditions. In all the many stages of
the Chinese people’s long-drawn-out struggle for national
liberation and independence the youth have played an
outstanding part.

All China today is engaged in a gigantic effort to
carry out at high speed the tremendous work of restor-
ing and developing the industry and agriculture of the
country, healing the wounds of the long years of war
and laying the foundations for China’s industrialisation.

The youth, whose life under the old regime was the
hardest of the hard, have thrown themselves into the
forefront of this work. They are displaying marvels of
selfless endeavour, boundless initiative and conscious
self-discipline in the knowledge that they are helping
to build up an independent, democratic, free and prosper-
ous China and that the future is theirs.

Inspired by their love for their country and by their
realisation that New China has great new contributions
to make to the peace, security and prosperity of the
whole world, the youth of China are to be found every-
where setting the pace and showing an example on the
many fronts of China’s reconstruction.



In this the youth are being guided by the leader-
ship and example of the China New Democratic Youth
League.

In the following pages will be found a brief account
of the many-sided activities of the youth in New China
and of the problems facing them. It is hoped that the
present booklet will enable foreign readers to gain a
genetal idea of the youth movement in New China, thus
contributing to the understanding and solidarity of the
Chinese vouth and the youth of other lands.

THE EDITORS

A NEW NATION—NEW TASKS

LD CHINA was a semi-feudal and semi-colonial
country. Its people had known oppression and ex-
ploitation of the most bitter and cruel character at the
hands of generations of feudal rulers, native exploiters
and foreign imperialist invaders.

They had been kept in the dark depths of ignorance
and incredible poverty and denied the slightest vestige
of freedom or democratic rights.

Now the great victories of the Chinese People’s War
of Liberation and the People’s Revolution have ended
forever the rule of imperialism, feudalism and bureau-
cratic capitalism. A new China has been born. For the
first time in China’s long history the prospect of a
happy, peaceful and prosperous life opens out for its
people.

Tor the past three decades the Chinese people under
the leadership of the Communist Party fought persistent-
iy and stubbornly against all their enemies. Finally,
following upon a brilliant series of military victories by
the People’s Liberation Army against the numerically
superior U.S.-equipped Kuomintang armies of Chiang
Kai-shek, they succeeded in overthrowing the re-
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actionary, anti-popular regime. Chiang Kai-shek, who
for years had been financed and armed by American im-
perialism, was forced to flee the country and to take
refuge with the remnants of his once enormous army
on the island of Taiwan.
= The Common Programme of the Chinese People’s
Republic proclaimed the nature of the newly-born
Republic in the following clear terms:—
““The great victories of the Chinese People’s
War of Liberation and of the People’s Revolution
have put an end to the era of the rule of imperialism,
feudalism and bureaucvatic capitalism m China.
From the status of the oppressed the Chinese people
has attained that of the masier in a new society and
a new State, and has replaced the Kuomintang’s
reactionary wule of feudal, compradore, fascist
dictatorship with the Republic of the People’s
Dewmocratic Dictatorship.
““The Chinese People’s Democratic Dictatorship
is the State power of the people’s democratic united
front composed of the Chinese working class, peas-
antry, petty bourgeoisie, national bourgeoisic and
other patriotic elements, based on the alliance of
workers and peasants and led by the working class.”’
The new nation is sweeping out of its path every-
thing from the old system that stands in the way of
progress. Resolved on getting the better of poverty,
backwardness and darkness it is already making headway
towards strength and prosperity.

The trade unions are rapidly organising the work-
ers, fostering their welfare in all industries, and playing
a big role in the fight to increase production,

2

The new recognition of the workers’ leading role in
China’s political and economic life has led to a tremend-
ous upsurge of labour enthusiasm, initiative and inven-
tiveness.

No longer merely wage-slaves condemned to arduous
toil for a bare subsistence for the benefit of exploiters,
the workers are responding magnificently to the great
tasks of building a new China. They are applying them-
selves with new-found energy to the job of achieving
the plan of the People’s Government which aims ‘‘to
raise the industrial production from 10 to 30 or 40 per
cent of China’s economy in 10—15 years.”

This great wave of patriotic fervour has also cap-
tured the minds of the poor peasants and farm hands in
the countryside. Making up as they do the vast
majority of China’s population, their work in agriculture
has naturally taken on.an entirely new meaning now
that, thanks to the agrarian reform, they find them-
selves for the first time in their lives owners of their

own plots of land.

Peasants’ associations have everywhere sprung into
being in the vast rural areas and are helping to improve
the life of the peasants. Mutual aid corps formed for
the purpose of helping to increase agricultural produc-
tion are another of the means by which modern farming
methods are being introduced. The heavy plough
and hoe, unchanged for centuries, is now gradually
being replaced by new, modern implements to fur-
ther improve production and living standards for about
one-fourth the world’s population.



At the same time knowledge and culture are promoted
i the village in a variety of ways—the peasants are
being freed from their past ignorance and are learning
how to manage their own affairs.

In these and other ways, both town and countryside
combine their efforts to lay strong foundations for a
lourishing economy. :

The path of the small traders and shopkeepers and
others of their like has also been broadened out. Their
‘relations with the working people and peasants have
hecome closer and they are learning that it is in their
interests to support the revolutionary cause.

The national capitalists, now free from the strang-
ling competition of both foreign imperialists and domestic
bureaucratic capitalists, realise that the new situation
is one which gives them scope for developing their busi-
nesses and that the People’s Government affords them
cvery possible help and encouragement.

But it is to the younger generation that- New China
has in particular brought new life and aspirations. Quite
often one hears a grown-up tell a youngster: ‘“You will
enjoy a much better and happier life than we did.”’

/The People’s Government is doing its utmost to
provide the youth with schools and jobs. The Govern-
ment fosters their physical, mental and moral welfare
in order that they may take their rightful place as
healthy and happy citizens of the new society. The
voung people are quickly learning that now a bright
future is in store for them and their country.
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They no longer have to worry as to How they are
to earn their daily bread. Gone are the days when the
oft-repeated saying ‘‘graduation means unemployment’’
described the plight and sense of insecurity of students.

China’s youth still have to wear rough clothes and
lead rather spartan lives. But there is work and wages
for all and they are imbued with confidence that soon
they will have built a better tomorrow which will usher

in a degree of prosperity and happiness never before
experienced.

Home from the Front by Yen Han
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CHINA’S BATTLE FOR PRODUCTION
—~—The Young Workers Go to It I—

PRIOR TO THE LIBERATION, working hours
© were up to 14—16 hours daily, Sundays included.
Children of only 8 or g years worked 10—-12 hours a
day 1in the textile mills, so did pregnant women workers.
Now the 8—10 hours day has become the general prac-
tice. Many factories close down on Sundays whilst others
have adopted a rotating shift system in order to give
all workers a rest day in the course of each week. Wages
are stabilised and will increase with the growth of pro-
duction. A further great benefit to the workers is the
government’s price stabilisation policy.

Naturally, after so many years of war it is not
possible to introduce all of the many needed improve-
ments at once. Following the liberation the working
class has become the leading class in the State. = They
are no longer oppressed but have become the masters
in State-owned and public enterprises, where the wealth
produced by their labour becomes the property of the
whole nation, including the working class, and the work-
ers are no longer exploited.

There are still, of course, many private enterprises.
In these the wealth accumulated by labour is partly
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. profit for the capitalists who own the enterprises. There,
the workers are still exploited, but such exploitation is
already limited. Now, the workers have their own organ-
isations—trade unions—to protect their interests. At
the same time the government is a People’s Government
which protects the workers’ interests. Various laws to
protect them have been, and will continue to bhe, pro-
mulgated by the Government.

The labour policy of the People’s Government is
based on the principle advocated by Chairman Mao Tse-
tang: ““To develop production and bring about a
prosperous economy by taking into account both public
and private interests and by henefiting both labour and
capital.”  Article 32 of the Common Programme pro-
vides :

“The system of workers’ parlicipation in the
adminisivation of production shall, for the present
period, be established in State-owned enterprises.
This means that factory administvative committees
shall be set wp under the leadership of the factory
MANAZers.

“In privately-owned enterprises, in order to
carry out the principle of benefiting both labour and
capital, collective contracts shall be signed by the
employers and trade unions vepresenting the work-
ers and employees.

[1s

A The People’s Government shall fix
minimum wages according to the conditions pre-
vasling in various localities and irades. Labour
insurance shall be gradually established. The
special mnterests of juvenile and women workers shall
be safeguarded.”

Of course this means that antagonism between
labour and capital still exists. They will cease only when
we enter Socialism. But, having regard to all the special
circumstances of the situation in China this will not be
achieved in a short time. Meanwhile the Ministry ol
Labour, aided by the trade unions, must adjust labour-
capital relations and the relations between public and
private interests.

But what is.most important at the present moment
is that not only has the gross exploitation of the workers
under Kuomintang rule been done away with but also
the workers now realise the importance of their new
position and are showing that they are conscious of their
great responsibilities.

The workers realise that one of the principal tasks
facing them is that of transforming China into a modern
industrial power. The final success of the democratic
revolution and the eventual transition in the future to 2
Socialist economy both depend on the most rapid deve-
lopment of the country.

In these circumstances the government is making
the most strenuous efforts to bring about a swift expan-
sion of China’s industrial capacity. This makes neces-
sary a corresponding growth of the industrial working
class from the ranks of the peasantry. In turn this re-
cruiting of a new labour force is conditioned by the speed
with which greatly increased productivity in agriculture
is carried out, so freeing new forces from the villages.

China possesses vast mineral deposits, rich lands
for producing every variety of flax and dairy farm pro-
ducts, great tracts of forest, inexhaustible water power
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and a well-integrated railway system. In Manchuria,
industry is more highly developed and concentrated than
in the rest of China. The series of trade agreements
entered into with the Soviet Union on a basis of equality
provide for extensive development of industry and are of
tremendous importance. At the same time it has to be
borne in mind that at the time of the Japanese surrender
a number of important industries were well nigh destroy-
ed and that the ensuing Kuomintang occupation and the
civil war led to further devastation and serious disturh-
ance of industrial relations.

In the cities liberated by the People’s Liberation
Army almost complete industrial chaos reigned. The
rehabilitation which has been since carried out by the
government with the enthusiastic backing of the trade
unions and mass organisations has been almost un-
believably rapid in the circumstances. The improvisa-
tion and initiative of the workers has also been both rich
and varied.

But no amount of improvisation can take the place
of destroyed machinery. This situation was clearly one
which called for a tremendous single-minded effort on
the part of everybody able to help.

The Chinese youth proudly play their part in this
all-out effort. From the industrial centres of China re-
ports show that in their keenness the young workers
are adopting all sorts of new methods in order to increase
produétion in response to the call of the Government.
These methods include the organisation of the New
Record Movement, awarding of red flags and pennants
to outstanding champions of production, the encourage-
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ment of “shock-brigade” methods of work and the
widespread movement to learn from the most efficient
and skilled workers. For example, in the Tahsin Textile
Mill at Shihchiachuang, Hopei, the China New Demo-
cratic Youth League members popularised the slogan
“No leaving the looms and no idling.”” They even made
observance of this rule one of the conditions required
for young workers applying to join the League. This
campaign created great interest in the mill and there
soon developed a friendly competition to raise production.
Li Shu-yen, a young weaver, won the mill championship
on three occasions in these efficiency contests.

At factory No. 3 in Shansi operated by the Depart-
ment of Industry a ‘‘meritorious service” drive was
launched. Of the 72 workers who later earned merit for
their outstanding work 32 joined the Youth League,.

Another interesting example of youth initiative was
reported from the First Military Supply Factory in
Harbin which turned out boots for the army. The
making of the boots was carried out in two main stages
—the making of the uppers and the soles. After
studying the various processes a group of keen
young workers made the suggestion to divide the
work into five stages. A number of the old and more
conservatively minded workers opposed the suggestion
and their stubborn opposition split the workers into two
sections—those in favour of the old methods and those
favouring .the new.

But those who adopted the new scheme of division
of labour soon won the day for they quickly demon-
strated that they were able to raise their output by 3o-
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per cent, which meant too that they were increasing
their pay by about a third.

Following this success one of the young workers
made a further suggestion that each one’s output
should be labelled with his name and that a mutual
check system be introduced. This led to an all-round
improvement of the quality of the work turned out, so
much so that the quality of the finished boots was raised
considerably. Of the 8o meritorious workers in this
factory no fewer than 50 were members of the Youth
League.

Where “‘shock’ work is called for the young work-
ers are always in the forefront. A typical example of
this happened in the Szefang Locomotive Works which
turned out locomotives for the Chiacchi Railroad.

When they learnt from the press that railroad work-
ers at Tsinan and Hsuchow had, by voluntary work
in their free time, repaired two old and discarded engines
which were proudly named ‘New China” and
“International Youth’’, the young workers of Szefang
decided to follow suit. They remembered an abandoned
locomotive in their yard. But they lacked the necessary
experience and technical skill to carry out their project.
They needed assistance from the older and more ex-
perienced workers. They drew up a plan and invited a
number of workers of high standing to become sponsors
of the project. Then each Youth League member entered
into the task of persuading ten non-League young work-
ers to give their help. As to the League members them-
selves, they spared no effort in doing all the heavy, dirty
work of dismantling and cleaning and worked harder
and longer than the others.
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As a result of their efforts no fewer than 1,684
Yvorkers, comprising 85% per cent, volunteered to put
In some spare time on the job. To give due recognition
to fchose who took part a notice was exhibited each day
Whlch gave the names of the volunteers with their work-
ing hours marked out in red ink.

Amidst mounting excitement the locomotive was
completely overhauled and répaired in 18 days. Al-
together over 20,000 working hours were put in. By
unanimous decision the ‘‘new’’ locomotive was dedicated
to honou1: the anniversary of the October Revolution.
It was driven to Peking and re-christianed ‘‘Sino-Soviet
Friendship” at a public celebration.

'Tl_le p9litical conscicusness of the young workers
was raised in the course of the repair campaign. League
. . =
membership in the plant grew from 45 to 111.

Mastery of technigue is another important aspect
which c].nims the attention of the youth. In this respect
a campaign to improve the relationship between appren-
tices and tutors has been introduced.

.The tutors are mow encouraged to use the most
efficient me.thods whilst the apprentices are learning to
respect their tutors. In the past the relations between

:cutor and apprentice were not always good, to say the
least. '

The time-honoured Chinese feudal system gave the
tutor the right to scold and ill-treat apprentices as he
pleased. An apprentice was supposed to run all the
crrands for the tutor without any remuneration and to do
all sorts .of odd jobs. Usually the apprenticeship lasted
for a period of three years even if, as was sometimes the
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case, the apprentice could master the necessary skill in
a shorter time,

The Liberation has brought improvements in this
system. Now the apprentices are aware that their tutors
have no right to treat them as their personal servants,
or to ill-treat them.

With the urgent need for raising the technical level
measures were taken to improve the relationship between
apprentice and tutor. The Youth League initiated the
“Tutor-Apprentice Contract’” method to encourage both
teaching and learning. The tutors are given a bonus
if their apprentices progress with unusual speed. On
the other hand the contract enables the apprentice to
shorten his apprenticeship period if he learns quickly
enough. This common-sense method has greatly stimu-
lated the whole system. It also enables the apprent1ces
to improve their economic position.

" There is no limit to the study of technique. Methods
of study are continually being improved. The Dairen Iron
Works of the Chinese-Changchun Railway, for instance,
has developed a new method of organising workers into
several groups for the study of technical problems.
Cadres in charge of management study factory admin-
istration and organisation in all its aspects and the work
and duties of the various departments. Inspectors study
methods of estimating working hours, bonuses, time and
piece rate payments while workers utilise their space
time to learn by repairing machines and becoming better
acquainted with the different qualities and uses of the
various materials (iron, steel, copper, etc.) Young work-
ers are found to be most eager to learn and easiest to
organise,
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An essential part of this campaign to raise produc-
tivity is the drive to reduce and eliminate illiteracy
amongst the Chinese workers.

Ninety-five per cent of the workers of the previously
mentioned Tahsin Textile Mill were illiterate prior to
the Liberation. Now everyone can read 300 Chmese
characters and many know a larger number.

Literacy classes are set up in the factories with the
help of the Youth Ieague. They run simple ‘‘wall
newspapers’’ or ‘‘blackboard newspapers” to aid in read-
ing and writing Chinese characters.

Ma Yu-ying, a 10-year-old girl weaver at the
Jenfeng Textile Mill in Tsinan, Shantung, only ran two
looms prior to the Liberation. She was unhappy because
women who worked in factories were regarded with con-
tempt in the old China. After Tsinan was liberated she
began studying in the supplementary school for young
workers run by the trade union. There she learned about
the new attitude towards labour and came to see that
the old order had been reversed. Her mood quickly
underwent a change. She joined the Youth League and
volunteered to run four looms.

To raise the political understanding of the young
workers the League also sponsored discussion groups and
lectures. In a six-month period over 30,000 youths
attended such lectures which dealt with current affairs
in China and the situation of the youth in the Soviet
Union and other countries. It must be stated too that
the former over-indulgence in liquor to which many were
addicted has lost its attraction for growing numbers of
young workers. The greatly improved conditions of life
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and the development of absorbing counter-attractions
have served to remove the craving for the stimulus of
strong liquor. A great variety of cultural and recrea-
tional activities are now opening up new vistas in place
of the unrelieved misery and poverty and repressive
spirit of the past, in which such activities could not take
root or flourish,

Nowadays evetywhere there are sports and games,
drama performances, book clubs, literacy classes, the
writing of plays and poems, choirs and dances, par-
ticularly the extraordinarily popular and colourful
Yangko dance which is performed en masse everywhere
and with ever new adaptations.

Members of the Youth League play an active role
in all these activities which are something almost en-
tirely new in the lives of China’s youth. They regard
it as part of their duty as progressive young people to
actively organise recreation and athletic activities for
the workers in order to ‘“‘enrich their lives and exalt
their spirit”” as Feng Wen-ping, the Secretary of the
League’s Central Committee, graphically expressed it.

When in October last year at the great athletic
meet in Peking thousands of young peasants from
the surrounding countryside and young workers from
the city’s factories took part in performing group games
and athletic tableaux and exercises, the scores of thou-
sands of spectators were deeply impressed and found
great pleasure in these new features.

Again during the traditional New Year celebrations

Peking workers greatly admired a number of drama
performances staged by their workmates, especially
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because the plays were written by the workers them-
selves. This again was something entirely new in Chin-
ese life.

The newspapers showed keen interest and gave
excellent reviews and write-ups to these plays, in par-
ticular the three-act play ‘“Keep Firmly United”’, which
was staged at the Peking College of Arts by the
women employed at the Jenli Rug Factory; the “‘F orget
Not Our Hardships During Our Rejoicing’’ by workers
of the Ammunition Factory and the “Boost Production
Through Firm Unity”’ performed by workers from the
Hsinhua Printing Shop.

In Northeast China, industry has already been re-
habilitated and, to some extent, furthet expanded. In
the autumn of 1949 the ‘“New Record Movement’’, a -
mass campaign to raise production efficiency, began to
gain momentum under the joint leadership of the Com-
munist Party, the Government and the trade unions.
Within a five-month period 19,140 new records were
set up by 50,000 workers, either individually or col-
lectively. The main emphasis of the movement has
now been shifted from individual new records to col-
lective new records, from new records by simply
1ncreasmg labour intensity to mnew. records gamed
by 1mpr0vmg tools, elevating labour technique and in-
creasing safety measures.

This campaign has given rise to tremendous ad-
vances in labour productivity. Statistics for the period
from October to December, 1949, show that the average
rate of labour productivity exceeded that of September
by 13 per cent. The average for December was 32.83
per cent higher than that of June. Largely due to this

v g
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campaign, the production of state-owned enterprises in
Northeast China in 1949 topped the original plan by
4.2 per cent.

Our young workers have played a splendid part in
this activity. Chao Kuo-yu, a young lathe operator
in No. 3 Plant of the State-owned Machine Tool
Factory at Mukden, devised a number of new tools. He
succeeded in making a cone pulley in the record time
of 2 hours and 2o minutes in August 1949. Four months
edarlier it had taken as much as 16 hours to turn out
such a pulley. Following the example of Chao Kuo-yu,
who is now honoured throughout China as a ‘‘Labour
Hero,” others in the same factory set up new records.
Tan Hui-an established a record in finishing a leading
screw for a six-foot engine-lathe in 3 hours -and 59
minutes, where previously this work had taken 30 hours.

Prior to the rise of the movement, production in the
factory had been low. Although one third of the workers
had received rewards in the previous May Day emulation
drive, output was still below the required level. This
lag was primarily due to the lack of experience in the
leadership regarding production work and also to the
mistaken zeal of the trade union in concentrating its
work exclusively on welfare activities and neglecting
production problems. As new records came to be made,
production efficiency soared. The trade union corrected
its mistake and encouraged the workers to draft in-
dividual production plans as well as department plans.
It also drew up a collective agreement with the manage-
ment on behalf of the‘*workers. The combination of
production plan and the: mutually satisfactory agree-
ment paved the way for the attainment of production
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quotas in an organised way. As a result of the first 123
records the efficiency of the factory went up 46 per cent
and 3,932 working hours were saved. The management
had proposed” a monthly output of 30 sets of lathes,
actually 45 sets were turned out.

Prior to the ILiberation, labour insurance was en-
tirely unheard of. Now it is being extensively intro-
duced. Industrial Manchuria, one of the first great
areas of ‘China to be entirely liberated and thus today
enjoying more stable conditions, has set a pattern which
is being gradually extended to other industrial areas.
A high proportion of China’s industrial workers are
concentrated in the Northeast and already they have
conditions of work and welfare far surpassing their
dreams of a few years ago when they were among the
most downtredden under Japanese or Kuomintang rule.

The new situation is reflected in the benefits which
they are.getting from State welfare facilities for mothers,
the sick, disabled and old. The scope of labour insurance
has increased by great strides since it was first estab-
lished in January 1949.

All State factories and mines in Manchuria are
bound by law to pay into the labour insurance fund
the equivalent of three per cent of their payrolls. This
is paid by the enterprise without deddction from the
workers’ wages.

Seventy per cent of this sum is returned to the
individual factory to be used by the factory trade union
to cover payments for confinement, sickness, dis-
ablement or death. The remaining 30 per cent goes to
the central labour insurance fund to develop collective
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welfare facilities such as sanatoria, rest homes and hos-
pitals. Some groups of workers are provided with special
diets and some factories have night-sanatoria to care for
chronic patients. Workers especially welcome these
measures which enable them to be cured without affect-
ing their work.

Ordinary sick pay starts at 3o per cent of wages
and reaches 100 per cent in the case of a worker wifh
8 years' service. Pensions ranging from 3o to 6o per
cent of wages are given to workers with a working record
of 25 years, and 20 years in the case of women, regard-
less of whether they continue working. These operate
at the ages of 60 and 50 years respectively.

A by-product of these labour insurance services
lies in that skilled workers are losing their old craft
reluctance to teach voung workers and apprentices.

No longer afraid of unemployment they have no
need to be reticent in this respect. But, on the contrary,
they are teaching the younger ones as fast as possible in
order to step up output.,

There can be no doubt that the important achieve-
ments in the field of restoring and developing industry
that have been made in the space cf a year since the
Central People’s Government was set up are in them-
selves a proof that the Chinese workers will suceeed in
overcoming all remaining difficulties and building up a
great, modern industrial China bringing prosperity for
the first time to the masses, and happiness and sccurity
in particular for the youth.
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Peking railway workers presenting as their May Day
glft to the government a locomotive which they repaired
by voluntary labour after it had been abandoned.
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Rall workers reading the latest number of . RS Rt PN 1 e
their wall newspaper—“The Locomotive”, TN S, =



Young workers
perform the
poputar Yangko
folk dance,

The first women loco-
motive crew in China.

Women workers
making the
world famous
Peking rugs.




Liberated workers after long years of suppression
now engage in spirited political discussions.

In defence of peace, young printers
sign the Stockholm peace appeal.

e

A yoffng peasant speaking at
2 peasants’ meeting about
the distribution  of  land.

A peasant meeting called to hear
complants against local despots.




Above:—A mutual-aid team
formed by young women
peasants.

Left:—Young women peas-
ants who were previously
illiterate combine study
with handicraft production.

Right top:—PLA infantry marching past.

Right bottom:—A bomber squadron
of the Peoples Air Force.
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Ploughing up former wasteland
with retained cavalry horses.

PLA men reading their own wall paper.

A

YOUTH IN THE CHANGING
VILLAGE SCENE

]N THE RURAL ARFEAS the vcung peasants are
playing a tremendous part in the great struggle
that is being waged to end feudal exploitation.

Often they Jave greater understanding of the need
to fight against the feudal land system and of uprooting
the power of the landlords—a power long used in a most
brutal way to maintain the peasants in a state of sub-
jection. The peasant youth are to the fore in showing
the most effective ways to ‘organise the peasants to take
part in the struggle to throw off the shackles of feud-
alism. They often show more courage in dealing with
the landlords who have for so long wielded sole power
in the villages. Feudal and semi-feudal systems of ex-
ploitation have endured in China’s villages for thousands
of years. China cannot be freed unless the peasant is
freed. This has always been the central problem of
the Chinese revolution.

With the growth and development of the Chinese
revolution this system has either been annihilated or
is in process of annihilation. This great democratic
movement for agrarian reform—the most remarkable
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movement in Chinese history—is enabling millions of
peasants to emancipate themselves, and to start out on
a new life.

In the past 10 per cent of the people—landlords and
rich peasants—have held 8o0-go per cent of the land.
In such an overcrowded country as China this has meant
that there have been untold millions of land-hungry
peasants, either choking on narrow plots of land or else
entirely without land, often perpetually in debt to the
landlord or the village usurer—frequently one and the
same person. The power of the landlords was immense.
They held power to comscript labour, to jail debtors,
(often in their private dungeons), and were the arbiters
of life or death in the villages. In countless instances
landlords caused peasants to be put t6 death in order
to take over their land or took advantage of the tenants’
hopeless indebtedness to achieve this purpose.

‘Against this system the Communist Party declared
war. It set out to mobilise the people to break the power
of the landlords and to destroy the feudal land system.

“Land to the tiller”” was the slogan raised. The
peasants were—and still are—being tanght to overcome
their fear of the landlords. By the end of 1949 agrarian
reform was completed in Manchuria and other parts
of China which were amongst the first to be liberated.
But in such a vast country, the completion of this pro-
cess throughout the whole of China will take two or
three more years. The Party and government organs
are leading an orderly process in cartying out the move-
ment to divide up the land. There are still about 200
millicn peasants under the yoke of the landlords in the
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comparatively newly liberated areas. Nearly half of
them will have their own land by spring, 1951. In these
areas as a first step the peasants are encouraged to carry,
out a struggle against the landlords and to compel them
to reduce land rents.

In the course of this struggle the peasants learn
to organise into powerful peasant associations and their
class consciousness is raised. They deprive the land-
iords and theit hangers-on of their arms in order to
form their own village militia and to assist in setting
up rural people’s governments. In the course of waging
this conflict, the principle of creating a firm; united front
between the poor peasants, farm labourers and the mid-
dle peasants is observed.

The peasants in this way learn to measure their’
united strength against that of the landlords and their
hangers-on. The winning of rent reductions stimulates
the whole movement throughout the countryside.
But there still remains a great deal of work to
be done after this stage, before the final assault
on the landlords can be carried through. It calls for
the systematic and patient work of explanation amongst
the peasants, the village women and youths;the organisa-
tion of peasant association conferences and setting up
of peasant committees and peasant women’s associa-
tions, and the organisation of widespread publicity to
make known to every peasant family the very detailed
government directives for the gradual carrying out of
the division of the land.

The peasant youth in general, and the Youth League
members in particular, are very active in this step-by-
step explanatory and organisational work.

23



Their political education grows in this process. In
East China, for example, some 79,000 young peasants
of both sexes, joined the Youth League in three months.
In Linhsien, Northwest Shansi, one year’s land reform
work produced so many keen young recruits that there
are now League members in all the 224 villages in the
county.

Landlords who have a long record of ruthless
swindling and oppression of their tenants are brought
before public mass meetings of the peasants to account
for ‘their past misdeeds. '

These are called ‘‘accusation meetings’’. They are
conducted under the guidance of local government
officials, with representatives of the Public Security
‘Bureau and the county legal authority present. At these
democratic gatherings, peasants who in the past were
afraid of speaking out pluck up courage to tell of the
wrongs committed upon them and their families by the
landlords. Quite a number of landlords express sincere»
repentance at these public hearings and undertake to
make restitution in land, money or goods to victimised
peasants. With characteristic Chinese forbearance they
are dealt with lightly and provided with a chance to
prove in deeds that they have reformed. Whilst their
land is divided up, together with that of other landlords,
in accordance with the strictly defined rules, they are
allowed to retain an amount of land equal to the average
landholding decided upon in the course of the land
distribution so as to enable them to carry on as agricul-
tural producers.

In the case of landlords who are proved at these
“‘accusation meetings’’ to have been guilty of prolonged
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and cruel oppression the representative of the legal de-
partment, after listening to the denunciations made by
the villagers, usually proposes that the landlord be sent

to court for trial.

With the completion of land-division a new life is
opened up in the villages. It leads to better cultivation’
and increased production because naturally the peasants
are more willing to work harder on land which is their
own. Democratic village government replaces the old
landiord rule. Social welfare schemes of education,
hygiene, etc. begin to get under way. Government
organs help the peasants by providing loans, sending
in high-grade seeds and making available new and im-
proved agricultural tools; irrigation schemes, previously
impossible, are put in hand. Taxes are regulated on a
proper basis for the first time.

No description of life in the villages in China today
would be complete without mention of the work of the
village youth in the development of agricultural pro-
duction. v

Agrarian reform has swept away..p whole number
of barriers that have stood in the path of modernising
and increasing the volume of agricultural production.
Everywhere it has had the effect of unleashing new
sources of energy and enthusiasm. This is most
particularly marked amongst the peasant youth of
both sexes. They play an extremely active part in the
ploughing and harvesting campaigns, taking part in
the work of the mutual-aid teams in the fields and vying
with one another in friendly competition for the best
achicvements., No praise is too- high for the excellent
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work put in by the youth in the arduous tasks of flood-
prevention on the one hand, and in carrying out irriga-
tion schemes on the other,

Now, when all the resources of the government
authorities, from the Central People’s Government down-
wards to the village administrations, together with the

mass organisations can be brought to bear upon the

problem of combatting the disastrous floods that have
taken such a toll of agricnltural crops and .peasant
lives in the past, the time is not far distant when
this danger will be finally conquered. Already
truly gigantic achievements have been made in this
respect. In the farmland areas in the regions of
the great rivers enormous numbers of peasants, aided
by many units of the People’s Liberation Army, have
performed prodigies of labour in dredging river-beds,
raising the height of existing embankments or con-
structing new ones, and in building dams and dykes.
This work has not only been the means of bringing
security to replace the constant fear of floods but has
played a big part in increasing the total agricultural
yield. The young peasants have earned for themselves
a well deserved reputation for their tenacity and tireless
shockwork in the course of carrying out this invaluable
work which was so eriminally neglected by the Kuomin-
tang regime.

Country folks, who for centuries have been excluded
hom any form of cultural life, display a great appetite
for education once they are liberated. And the young
peasant men and women are the most eager to learn to
read and write, to learn something about the cultural
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heritage of China and other countries and about the
political meaning of events at home and abroad.

In January, 1950, a campaign was started to open
winter schools in rural districts throughout the country.
The three months around the Chinese New Year is the
time when peasants have some leisure to devote to
studying.

The natiou-wide winter school movement has been
carried out with great success. In Taiku, a county seat
in Shansi Province, 257 winter schools were set up in
the 365 villages of the county. Only go hamlets, each
with less than 3o families, had no winter schools. Of
the 37,101 young people of the county, 24,486 or two
thirds, studied in these schools. The illiterate were
taught to read. Those with some education were taught
mathematics and writing. The more advanced studied
current affairs and the policy of the People’s Government
for building up the New Democratic China.

Besides winter schools, young school pupils in rural
districts have been assisting in educating the peasants
and some of these ‘‘little teachers’ have won wide fame
for their ingenuity and hard work. The fame of one of
them, Fan Pai-yu, goes back for years.

Toward the end of the Sino-Japanese war, in an
anti-Japanese base behind the enemy’s rear, this 17-
vear-old schoolboy began in his spare time to teach the
children in his neighbourhood who could not afford to
go to school.

To rouse the children’s interest he drew pictures
to illustrate the characters he wrote. The youngsters
took to his methods and were fond of his pictures. He
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soon became the centre of a large group of children who
took great pleasure in singing and dancing with him.
They listened seriously to what he told them to do.

Fan also visited the homes of the children, helped
them to paint small blackboards on village walls on
which characters were written from day to day to supple-
ment the shortage of textbooks.

To keep the children out of mischief he organised
them into groups to gather firewood in the mountains.
His good influence over his little followers won him the
respect and confidence of their parents.

He soon had such a large following that he had to
conduct a regular night school. The children took on
odd work as shepherds or gathering firewood for sale
and saved enough money not only to supply their im-
provised school with oil for its lamp and notebooks, etc.
but to set up and run a little mobile co-operative to help
the women peasants who were often too busy to shop.

His evening class was so successful that all the
village children came to him for free education. In later
years the villagers elected him as East Shantung’s model
““little teacher.”

Fan’s work had a tremendous influence in raising
the peasants’ political consciousness. In subsequent years
during agrarian reform, these villagers were easily mo-
hilised. And to this day, peasants there still enjoy the
reading room which was set up for youngsters under
his guidance. The literacy class for women and the
newspaper reading class for old women are still running.

Similarly, Chiao Teh-feng, a school girl in Shan-
tung, was only 16 when she began to serve as a volunteer
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te'a_cher in her village. By continuous efforts she mo-
I.)lhsed 9o per cent of the women in her village to study
gl one way or anot_her. She became a member of the
t001r1:n}11115t‘E tl;arty (1111 1947. In 1949, she was elected
present the students of East China at the All-Chi
Students’ Federation. i

”Throughout the‘country, many such ‘little teach-
ers’”” today are working diligently and patiently.

With these great changes in the villages splendid
new prospects open out. This is of course particularly
true for the young men and women who are eager to
take every advantage of the mew conditions and to pla
a full part in the new era which China has entered upony

‘ Blood and tears fertilised the fields of the landlords
. the past whilst the life of the peasants was one of
great humiliation. Today the youth in the countryside
still WOI.‘k hard, setting the pace in the great agricultural
production campaigns, but they also sing and dance and
.study. The standard of living, like that of the workers
in tht? cities whom they look to as the main leadin

force in the country and with whom they will go forwarg
hz_tnd in hand, is rising and will continue to improve
with .the passage of time. The Chinese peasants, like
the city workers, are now traversing a new road e:t the

end of which lies prosperity ) ;
. vy, culture, h
security. ’ » happiness and
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Spinning

by Chi Kwei-sheng

"

CHINA’S STUDENTS LEARN ANEW

]) URING THE PAST THIRTY YEARS, there was

little opportunity for the students of China to study
undisturbed. What time was there for them to discuss
improvements in industry, agriculture, history, science
or social conditions, the romantic poetry of Shelley or
Byron, or the works of Shakespeare or Aristotle when
the very existence of their nation was threatened ?

In addition to the recurrent national crises, they
were constantly worried by personal problems engender-
ed by the Kuomintang misrule. Large numbers of
students were forced to leave school or college because
of worsening economic conditions. Many found them-
selves jobless after graduation.

Those who were lucky enough to complete their
schooling did not receive the kind of education which
fitted them to serve the common people. Schools estab-
lished under the joint rule of imperialism, bureaucratic
capitalism and feudalism were never intended to develop
the type of creative personnel needed for China’s national
reconstruction. On the contrary, the main aim was to
try by every means to mentally condition the students
to beTfaithful lackeys of the imperialists and of the
Chinese capitalists in enslaving the Chinese workers
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and peasants. But this aim was never achieved, the
students developed a powerful revolutionary movement.
Those who yielded to the difficulties and to the tempta-
tions of a rotten environment found that they were forced
to lead a life of constant humiliation. Those who refused
to yield and blindly serve the interests of the ruling
clique found themselves faced by the alternatives of
death at the hands of the Kuomintang secret police or
joining in the revolutionary struggle and abandoning
their studies.

The position of students in New China is entirely
different. The new society welcomes them. They can
devote their main energies to study. They must master
not only the various techniques and skills needed for
their future work, but also the scientific theory of
Marxism which will enable them to develop a revolution-
ary world outlook and fit them to become enthusiastic
technicians and specialists in the construction of a new

China.

The Al-China Students’ Congress which met in
Peking in March, 1949 called on all students to ““actively
assist the school administrations in carrying out the New
Democratic educational policy and in training large
numbers of specialists and technicians imbued with a
revolutionary ideology.”

Today, all students are paying greater attention
to their studies. But this is not merely a matter of
giving satisfactory answers to examination questions.
They are responding enthusiastically to the need to
apply the knowledge they acquire in their class-rooms
to the problems of practical life. Thus student activities
have expanded in many new directions.
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The China New Democratic Youth League Has
branches in nearly all the secondary schools and colleges,.
playing an important role in stimulating the desire to
learn. Members of the League are pledged to become
model students.

The League makes use of every chance of encour-
aging study. Long before the winter vacation of 1949,
the League, together with the All-China Students’
Federation, posted notices reminding students to take
their text-books home for holiday review. League
members are pledged to carry out all such resolutions
and their example encourages others.

The students of today strive hard to deepen their
understanding of Marxism-Leninism and the teachings
of Mao T'se-tung in order to get a correct understanding
of current political, economic and social trends and
events. No small part in this political education is play-
ed by the gaily decorated wall newspapers that one finds
in every school. These are edited by the students’ self-
governing associations or by elected groups in the various
classes. In these papers the students discuss problems
of revolutionary theory and practice. They give up-to-
date information about the life of youth in the U.S.S.R.
and the People’s Democracies. They serve as a forum
for discussions on the proper attitude of youth to life
and on current domestic and foreign events. They are
a proving ground for youthful literary, poetic and artistic
talents.

Other extra-curricular activities include reading
clubs, discussion groups and current affairs lectures
and talks. In such meetings the studenis have learnt
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to know the full significance of the Common Programme
and the Organic Law and important laws and decrees
of the People’s Government. In such discussions and
lectures they gain an understanding of why China
should follow the path of the People’s Democratic
Dictatorship. They freely raise various problems that
arise from their studies of Marxism-Teninism and find
the solutions through a sincere exchange of ideas and
opinions. Thus their faith in a better world to be brought
about through Socialism is hecoming more assured.

At these meetings they also learn ahout the frantic
preparations for war on the part of the imperialists and
realise more fully the necessity of making every effort
to strengthen the camp of world peace.

A vastly widened prospect today stretches hefore

China’s young people. They are eager as never before
to know more and experience more. This eagerness to
learn is reflected by the huge audiences that are attracted
to every lecture or discussion sponsored by the New
Democratic Youth ILeague. In Peking some four or
five, ,thousand young men and women regularly attend
the periodic youth discussion meetings which are often
addressed by the most noted professors and leading
government officials. At these talks the young people
have expressed a particularly great interest in the
experiences gained by youth in the Soviet Union and the
Peopie’s Democracies in the work of national reconstruc-

tion.

Despite their love of book-learning, however, New
China’s students are by no means bookworms. They are
not like their grandfathers and fathers who took such
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pride in their learning and in their “four lazy limbs and
inability to distinguish the five kinds of grain’ that
thev looked on the common people with contempt. New
China’s youth are learning to esteem labour through
their own toil. In the process of training themselves to
serve the working people they gradually overcome the
weakmnesses typical of the old society’s intellectuals.

When Peking was liberated the vast open space by
the Tien An Men—the Gate of Heavenly Peace—was a
weedy waste of ground covered with pot-holes and heaps
of bricks and rubble. During a Saturdav afterncon in
September, 18,000 college and high schocl students and
voung cadres responded to the city-wide call of the New
Democratic Youth League and the Students’ Federation,
cleared and levelled this ground to form China’s
Red Square—big enough to hold 300,000 people.
It was here that a few days later, on October 1st, the
first mammoth rally was held to celebrate the founding
of the People’s Republic of China.

It was in similar fashion that the Martyr’s Park
in Harbin, in the Northeast, was renovated. Students
from 18 colleges and high schools organised construction
teams and in ten days of volunteer labour the once de-
lapidated park and athletic field were restored. Here the
students now enjoy the fruits of their own labour and,
no mean consideration, they saved the People’s Govern-
ment a huge sum of money. :

Throughout the country students have engaged in
such manual labour as their contribution to mnational
construction. On their own initiative or at the call of
the Youth League or students’ associations they take
a hand in cleaning up their school buildings or in im-
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proving their campuses by planting shrubs or flowers.
They make use of vacant lots on the school grounds to
grow vegetables and produce other food-stuffs for their
own consumption, This campaign to utilise spare time
to increase food production is being vigorously supported
by the young people in the schools and other institu-
tions.

An important aspect of this social work of the
students are their services to the workers, peasants and
fighters of the People’s Liberation Army. The All-
China Students’ Federation has urged all students to
“respond to the call of the People’s Government by
participating in the work of educating and awakening
the masses, by visiting the PLA soldiers and’ their
families to express to them the people’s thankfulness
and deep concern; and in so doing to develop their own
ability to render better service to the people.”

In New China, college students are given full oppor-
tunities to develop their skill and talents. Students of
engineering are sent to various factories where they can
apply their theoretical knowledge to practice, learn
directly from the workers and in turn help in passing
on to the workers scientific knowledge and help them to
raise their technical level.

This is in sharp contrast to the pre-liberation days
when graduates of engineering often met the fate of
unemployment. Those who were fortunate enough to
enter a factory, would, under the prevailing attitude of
despising labour, never “‘condescend”’’ to make contact
with the workers. This contributed to the estrangement
of workers and technicians, the divorce of theory from
practice and the backwardness of technique.
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After liberation, however, the combined efforts of
workers and technicians proved to be of enormous value
in the construction of New China.

Last September, Lin Tsung-tong, 2 member of the
Youth- League and graduate of engineering from the
National Tsinghua University in Peking, went to North-
east China (Manchuria), the center of Chinese heavy
industries. He worked in the No. 5 plant of the Machine
Works in Mukden and distinguished himself as a
meritorious worker.

At that time the new record movement was gaining
great momentum in Northeast China. Lin Tsung-tong
Gecided to help the workers of this factory to make new
records. He talked with many workers and was able
to help them with his advice in overcoming many difficul-
ties.

With his assistance and encouragement, a worker
named Tung Chien-shan created a record in making a
cone pulley in 37 minutes, which was an improvement
on the record for the same job previously set up by the
famous Labour Hero Chao Kuo-ju. His example gave
rise to a fervent new record movement which spread
throughout the factory. 'As a result of this, however,
the iron supply. could not keep up with the increased
production. So the workers thought of replacing the
one-ton-furnace by a three-ton-furnace which had not
been used for a long time owing to some serious trouble
with its blower.

In cooperation with the workers, Lin Tsung-tong
set about studying the blower carefully. At last the
three-ton-furnace was repaired and it worked very well.
The output of iron was thus doubled.
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This is only one example which could be multiplied
by the experiences of thousands of students who have
joined forces with the workers in similar.manner and
have thus made possible great achievements in vitally
needed production.

When the New China was born in 1949, students
all over the country formed publicity groups to take the
news to the common people, to explain to them the
significance of this epoch-making event that would
change for the better the lives of millions.

Many students joined the People’s Liberation Army
as it advanced southwards and southwestwards and they
have been of enormous assistance in the taking over of
the provinces of Kwangtung, Fukien, Kweichow and
Szechuan from the Kuomintang. With their young
vigour they have ‘worked for ten and more hours a day
on urgent tasks with no thought of personal gain and
with no consideration of how much they are paid. It is
these young people who have helped to give the lie to
those writers of the capitalist press who so confidently
predicted that the new government would not have
enough personnel to run the affairs of so large a nation.

New China’s young people, however, have plenty
of energy left over after the day’s work is done to relax
and have fun at games or cultural activities. Athletics
have taken an increasingly important part in their leisure
moments, and the New Democratic Youth League, to
arouse and encourage the interest of the youth in games
and sports, recently called a national conference to
develop the physical culture movement.

In liberated China all the youth learn to sing and
dance. Favourite songs are known to millions from end
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to end of this vast country. The Yangko dance is
ubiquitous. ~ Dramatic performances and recreation
nights with singing and dancing are a normal part of
school life. It is through such many-sided activities
that the students of present-day China are seeking to
develop themselves as well-rounded personalities with
the technique of experts, a capacity for profound think-
ing, an ability to enjoy life to the full and to be useful
members of a new society:

While the youth of China as a whole have played a
conspicuous role in the revolutionary movement, there
are still many individuals among them who as a result
of their past feudal, colonial, bureaucratic-capitalist
education, are ideologically backward. Young intellec-
tuals of bourgeois origin are often prone to individual-
ism, vanity, self-interest and considerations of ‘‘face’.
Under the old regime it was these traits that were cul-
tivated by the reactionary Kuomintang. Chauvinism
and fascism were encouraged ameng the youth. Such
are the traits that the new society seeks to help
the youth to overcome. The young people on their
part are anxious to eradicate their short-comings so
as to play their full part as citizens of New China.
Youth activities in general are the best indication
of the great development in their political and social
consciousness that has taken place in recent years. This
was made possible by the influence and correct policy
towards youth of the Communist Party, the splendid
discipline and example of the PLA, the good working
style of the cadres in government administration and
social organisations and the great tradition of the youth
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in the struggle against imperialism and the Kuomintang
reaction.

In the spring of 1950, there came into existence in
Peking an entirely new kind of university, the Chinese
People’s University.

This is a university for the working people. Those
who have not been well schooled, but have attained a
certain level of knowledge through years of revolution-
ary work, are qualified to enter this university for higher
education,

In the old days, as a rule, workers and peasants
could not afford to send their children to universities.
‘According to official statistics, in the Kuomintang days,
the percentage of college students from peasants’ and
workers’ families was almost zero. In New China, how-
ever, it is the educational policy of the Central People’s
Government to open the doors of all schools and univer-
sities to the working people, so as to train large numbers
of new-type intellectuals from among them. The estab-
lishment of the Chinese People’s University is only the
beginning of this great undertaking.

The educational system and curriculum of this
university are based upon the experiences of the Soviet

Union and are designed to meet the needs of constructing
New China.

For the time being, this university consists of eight
departments, namely, Economics, Economic Planning,
Finance, Trading, Co-operative Management, Factory
Management, Law and Diplomacy. In addition, there
is a language class for those of a lower cultural level,
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In order to link up theory closely with practice, each
department has established relations with the corres-
ponding government organs. The responsible comrades
of these organs are invited to participate in the .depart-
ment meetings, to help draw up plans for teaching a_nd
learning, to give lectures, to supply the university with
all sorts of materials and to make arrangements for stud-
ents to practise in factories or government organs.

The president of the Chinese People’s University,
Wu Yu-chang, is an old revolutionist, a well-known
statesman and educator.

Tuition in government institutions of hig]':aer learn-
ing is now free of charge. Many students receive allow-
ances, and it is the student self-governing bodies that
decide to whom these should go, subject to approval by,
the university authorities. To make it easier to enter
the uhiversities, commissions which examine the ap-
plicants tour the various towns, so that prospective
students do not have to spend large sums on travelling.
The past year has seen a big increase in the number of
women students. This is a very important development
for China, for it shows that the emancipation of women
proclaimed by the People’s Government is becoming a
reality. Among the students there are many ex-
soldiers of the People’s Liberation Army. They stand
out for their splendid discipline and hard work.

Schools are also established to give three and six-
month courses in revolutionary theory. Tens of thous-
sands of youth have already graduated from such.col—
leges as the North China People’s Revolutionary Univer-
sity, the North China University in Peking and the ‘Easi
China University of Political Sciences and Military
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Studies in Shanghai. These schools teach the youth the
theory of historical materialism, educate them in a
respect and love of labour and service to the people and
the understanding that the interests of the people as a
whole are greater than those of any individual.

A Tense Moment

by Yen Han
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THE PEOPLE'S LIBERATION ARMY
—dn Army of Youth I—

/XLL SECTIONS OF THE CHINESE PEOPLE are
- proud of the heroic People’s Liberation Army—just
because it is, as its name implies, both an army of the
people and an army that has liberated the people from

their enemies and oppressors.

And the bulk of this army is made up of youth.
The 18—25 age group constitutes 6o per cent.

Commander-in-Chief Chu Teh, the immensely
popular leader of the army once said: .

“The People’s Liberation Army is a huge school
for youth.”’

On another occasion he said characteristically that
“‘an army without culture is a barbarous army.”’

The excellent discipline and fighting qualities of the
People’s Liberation Army are far-famed. These quali-
ties have been imbued in the young soldiers precisely be-
cause this army is something very much more than a
competent military machine. It can be described as an
institution for learning. In it everyone, officer and rank
and file, studies politics and thus is brought to under-
stand just exactly what the army is fighting for.
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The army leadership always pays great attention to
raising the political and cultural standards of the sold-
iers.

Regular educational class teaching reading and writ-
ing and dealing with political questions are carried on
as an integral part of the military training. Every Army
unit possesses its own wall newspaper which is used to
further practice in reading and writing and simple ex-
planation of military tactics and current affairs. These
wall newspapers are very popular and play a large part
in the cultural and political activities of the army. On
many occasions they were produced during the actual
course of military engagements. Dramatic performances
were ever popular with the Chinese people and army
units were especially keen on organising and rehearsing
their own dramatic shows.

Many of the plays produced were based on actual
incidents which took place at the front. These were of
special interest to the troops. ‘‘He should be written
into a play’’ became a quite common army expression
when referring to a soldier who had particularly dis-
tinguished himself. Such performances were found to
he excellent visual means of driving home ideas and
examples of military theory and practice, outstanding
examples of individual heroism, resource and initia-
tive.

Military history through the ages shows that when
an army is united by firm understanding in all ranks
that its aims are just and fully coincide with the mnterests
of the people, it is invincible and capable of achieving
“‘miracles’ in the field. So it has been with the People’s
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Liberation Army. Undaunted by the fact that they were
opposed by the armies of Chiang Kai-shek who out-
numbered them several times over and were lavishly
equipped with the most up-to-date weapons supplied by
U.S. imperialists; with an air force and navy and
plentiful transport whereas the People’s Liberation Army
were sadly lacking in all these, they never wavered in
their belief in final victory.

The superior morale and fighting stamina of the
People’s Liberation Army, able always to count on the
active help and support of the people and with the aid
of superior military strategy and tactics of their General
Headquarters, enabled the army to defeat the Kuomin-
tang army, whose pitiful remnants were forced to flee
to the island of Taiwan.

The number of youthful heroes in the People’s
T.iberation Army is legion. Scores of thousands were
decorated for their bravery with the First Class Award,
Special Class Award or the much coveted Mao Tse-tung
Medal.

Everything about the People’s Liberation Army is
as different as chalk from cheese in comparisen to the
Chinese armies of the past. The soldier in China had
always been despised as amongst the very lowest social
strata and traditionally had been little else than a
mercenary who was feared and hated by the people.

But Chinese soldiers today occupy quite a different
status. They have been trained in the spirit of render-
g “‘service to the people.” Instead of being divorced
{rom the people they are everywhere honoured and
respected.
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In the People’s Liberation Army there is a saying
““the soldiers are fish and the people the water in which
they move.”” This saying was coined during the early
period of guerrilla warfare when the people’s soldiers
often had to carry on their warfare deep in the enemy’s
rear. Under such conditions they could only survive and
defeat the enemy when they were supported by the mass
of the people who sustained the fighters with great self-
sacrifice and despite all danger.

Mao Tse-tung, himself one of the pioneer leaders
of the earliest guerrilla formations, laid down eight rules
of conduct and discipline, which were later embodied into
soldiers’ songs and are still sung at the present day
by the Liberation troops:— 1. Talk to the people
politely; 2. Observe fair dealing in all business trans-
actions; 3. Return everything you have borrowed;
4. Pay for anything you have damaged; 5. Do not beat
or curse the people; 6. Do not damage crops; 7. Do not
fool around with women; 8. Do not ill-treat priscners
of war,

An army whose conduct was guided by such precepts
throughout the long years of fighting could not but come
to be revered as a true people’s army.

Now with but a few remaining areas the whole of
China has been liberated, new tasks confront the people’s
fighters—that of helping the Chinese people by shoulder-
ing a part of the task of production.

The Common Programme of the Chinese People’s
Political Consultative Conference stipulates:
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“The armed forces of the People’s Republic of
China shall, during peace time, systematically take
part in agricultural and mdustrial production in
order to assist in walional construction work, pro-
vided thewr wmilitary duties are not thereby ham-
pered.”’

This 1s not something which is altogether new in
the life of the PLA men. During the most difficult
years of' the Anti-Japanese War, when they were
beleagered and cut off from cities and market towns they
had to grow their own food and work in improvised
factories to produce their own weapons, munitions and
hosts of other things needed for the army commissariat.

And when on December sth, 1949, Mao Tse-tung
issued a decree in the name of the People’s Revolutionary
Military Council calling upon the army to take part in
production and construction the soldiers responded with
characteristic spirit and understanding. Of course it
was not just a matter of issuing a decree. This was
followed by a widespread campaign of enlightenment
amongst the troops and gave rise to discussions from
which were gradually worked out plans whereby the army
could be most fruitfully employed. The soldiers quite
readily appreciated the force of Chairman Mao’s appeal
that this work of production must be carried through
because the long-drawn-out war had brought serious
destruction to the nation’s economy which requires
repair at full speed.

Plans for long-term construction work were to be
drawn up with the emphasis laid on increasing the wealth

47



of the community and of the State. In this way also
all ranks in the army would be able to join in improving
the standards of living that were planned for the people
as a whole,

Army production is to be confined to agriculture,
stock-raising, irrigation works, fishery, and construction
work, carried out in such a way that it does not conflict
or compete with normal commercial undertakings.

This great project is now beginning to get into full
stride. Army units in Sinkiang Province are bringing
more than 8,000 acres of arid land under cultivation by
irrigation, and are raising sheep, horses and cattle on
the grassy plains of Sinkiang.

The PLA men in South Shensi Province are
engaged in reclaiming 17,000 acres of wasteland; in
Suiyuan Province 23,000 acres of land are being brought
under the plough, and they aim to grow part of their
yearly grain supply and all their vegetables.

In Kiangsu Province they are now digging and re-
pairing six canals which will bring 60,000 acres of dry
land under irrigation. In Northwest China and Kiangsi
Province they are helping to rehabilitate war-wrecked
towns and railways.

PLLA men are busy on this kind of work all over
China. A mnewspaper correspondent who stayed some
time with a large army unit in East Hopei, gives a
vivid account of the large-scale irrigation work being
undertaken there.

On this job the production campaign had been
officially inaugurated with a review and march-past just
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as if the army group were setting off for battle. The
soldiers paraded carrying both their weapons and their
tools all brightly burnished. In keeping with front-line
tradition the ceremony ended with the troops taking an
oath to fulfill the task assigned them. Amidst great
enthusiasm the young soldiers vowed ‘‘to resolutely
carry out Chairman Mao’s directive,” “‘to observe labour
discipline,” ““to respect the opinions of technical experts
and engineers,”” and ‘to take good care of our tools and
animals.”

The army group headquarters which is directing
this work also has under its control 14 brick-kilns, a
flour mill, a factory making army uniforms, and an iron
workshop to turn out the shovels, hoes and horse-drawn
ploughs that the soldiers use on the job. A handicraft
unit was weaving the wicker baskets used for removing
earth on the canal-building project, another unit pro-
duced the sacking for the sandbags used in constructing
dykes and dams.

In accordance with the government directive 40 per
cent of the total income derived from all these activities
will be distributed among the soldiers. The men may
send their share of the income home to their families
or use it as they wish. The remaining 6o per cent is
divided into three equal parts—one part is re-invested
to expand production; another will be used to cover the
army’s daily expenses, thus lightening the people’s tax
burden next year; and the third is handed over to the
Government as taxes.

The visiting journalist reported on the spirit of
happy enthusiasm which prevailed amongst the youthful
soldier-workmen as they went about their tasks. It was
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likened to the customary battle-line spirit of the youthful
PLA, and was expressed in the popular slogan coined
amongst them:

“We can endure everything—our aching shoulders,
blistered hands and tired legs because these hardships
are just the starting point for benefitting millions of East
Hopei people !’

The majority of the soldiers are of peasant origin
and are glad of the chance to get back to the soil.

This is reflected, for example, in the many poems,
commonly known as ‘“plough’” poems, which the soldiers
compose themselves and attach to their farm tools—thus
carrying over their front-line tradition of making up
“rifle poems” which used to be pasted on their rifle
butts.

>

A typical “‘plough poem’’ goes:

Hoe, hoe, old friend of mine,

We have parted since I joined the army.
Today we are hand in hand again.

Let us unite as one

In working for the people.”

The scene of this army work project was said to
resemble a huge open air carnival at times. The armyv
band turns out, filling the airs with spirited and fast-
tempo rhythms. Army theatre teams stage plays and
skits and give displays of Yangko dances during the rest
periods. ‘“Wall-newspapers’ or ‘‘ground-newspapers’’
in open spaces lacking a convenient wall, provide vivid
running commentaries and register accounts of current
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progress, and of the many impromptu production com-
petitions or of new production examples and experiences.

The young soldiers of the people are possessed of
an invincible spirit—in 1950 they will conquer on the
production front as others of their number now com-
pleting their final preparations will prove victorious in
wiping out the few small remaining sectors where the
remnant Kuomintang troops have taken a last refuge.
Soon, when the whole of China is freed the resources of
the People’s Liberation Army will unite with the workers
and peasants in still further speedmg up the New Demo-
cratic construction.

Ploughing
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Distriputing the Landlord’s surplus Grains
by Yen Hon
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Students in the Northeast help to
take a census of the population.



Tens of thousands of students throughout the country join
the summer camps sponsored by the China New Democratic
Youth League and the All-China Students’ Federation.

- a Fiad L W T %

At the World Youth Festival held in Budapest in
August 1949, members of the Chinese Delegation
get together with youth from all over the world.

Chinese youth dance the Yangko
to entertain the Festival delegates.




Above:—Celebration of the May 4th
Youth Day, 1950, in Peking.

Below:—A detachment of Peking's Young
Pioneers in the May Day parade.

INTERNATIONALISM—A LIVING THING

MANY TIMES Chairman Mao Tse-tung pointed out
that the two basic conditions for consolidating the
victory of the Chinese revolution were the carrying
through of the people’s democratic dictatorship and the
development of unity with international friends.

Therefore it was quite natural that immediately
following the victorious conclusion of the war against
Japan in 1945 Chinese youth organisations, as well as
the trade union and women’s organisations, should lose
no time in linking up with the great youth movements
of other lands.

China had been cut off for far too long from actual
comradely contact with the youths of other lands. So
it was then that the youth movement eagerly responded
to the invitation to take part in the World Youth Con-
gress in London on May 11, 1945. It was an inspiring
moment for the Chinese delegation when they met the
400 delegates representing over 30 million youths of
other countries.

The Chinese delegation who at that time represented
the youth associations in the Liberated Areas of China,
cagerly exchanged information about the general situa-
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tion and the particular postwar problems of the youth
everywhere,

The fruits of this first international exchange of
reports and ideas found expression in a programme
which set forth the aim of developing everywhere a
movement drawing yet more millions of youths into
the world campaign for peace, democracy and national
independence. ~ The Chinese delegation was proud
that one of its members was elected to be a
member of the executive committee of the World
Federation of Democratic Youth set up from this
conference. In November 1946, the first International
Students Congress was held in Prague, attended by
students representatives from 41 countries. At this
meeting the International Union of Students was created.

At the time when this Congress was being organised,
the students throughout China were engaged in a tre-
mendous struggle to prevent the Kuomintang leaders
from embarking on their policy of plunging the country
into civil war.

The Kuomintang authorities, in an attempt to mis-
lead world public opinion and to prevent the truth being
known about their savage persecution of the progressive
Chinese student movement resorted to a cunning
manceuvre. It authorised its embassies in Britain and
Czechoslovakia to each send to the Student Congress
bogus representatives allegedly répresenting a supposed
““Chinese College Students’ Association.”’

This intrigue, however, was exposed and the
phoney delegates’ credentials were withdrawn follow-
ing the arrival on the scene of delegates sent from China
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by the Students Unions in the Liberated Areas, one of
whom was elected to be a Vice-Chairman of the Inter-
national Union of students.

Chinese students and youth delegations have iu
subsequent years attended, and have taken an active
part, in the deliberations of the various international
youth bodies and have been welcomed at the national
conferences of youth and student organisations in many
countries. Thus for example Chinese youth delegations
attended the Congress of Youth in Southeast Asia held
in Calcutta in February 1948; the World Working Youth
Congress in Warsaw in August 1948; the North Korean
Democratic Youth League in November, 1948 and the
Kleventh Congress of the Soviet Young Communist
League in Moscow in March 1949.

But the most outstanding delegation sent from China
was without doubt that which took part in the great
World Youth Festival in Prague in September 1949.
It was one of the largest, numbering 128 members,
drawn from all parts of China and representing every
aspect of China’s youth activities and experiences. Liao
Cheng-chih, Chairman of the All-China Federation of
Democratic Youth, was elected as one of the Vice-
Chairmen of the World Federation of Democratic Youth.
Liao joined the revolutionary movement more than
20 years ago. Several times he was arrested by Chiang
Kai-shek’s police and sent to prison for his underground
activities. !

But for China’s youth the World Peace Festival—
this great and happy occasion when the youth from all
corners of the world were able to come together in the
joyous atmosphere of a Festival of Peace—meant a great
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deal more than just sending off a large delegation to
far-off Budapest.

The greater part of China had been liberated from
the Kuomintang by the time of the Festival. It was
therefore possible for the youth in the major cities and
towns of China to openly celebrate the occasion and to
give full vent to their pent-up feelings of international-
ism. In Changchun in the Northeast, giant crowds of
young people took part in a huge bonfire celebration of
the Festival at which Soviet, Mongolian, Korean, as
well as Chinese dances were performed. 7The Festival
was celebrated in other big cities of the Northeast such
as Mukden, Chinchow, and Tsitsihar where talks and
lectures were given in the factories, schools, government
offices and various establishments.

The spirit of the Peace Festival of the world’s youth
caught the imagination of China’s youth and throughout
the country it was celebrated with great enthusiasm.

In the provincial capital of Shantung, T'sinan, a
mass meeting of 50,000 youths was held at which
a solemn declaration was adopted pledging active support
for the cause of world peace.

In Peking the youth gave evidence of their ardent
internationalism with great meetings, lecture series and
with special competitions for wall-newspapers devoted
to the news and the meaning of the Festival. Oratorical
contests were another’ interesting feature organised to
popularise the significance of this great international
event.

A high spot in Peking’s celebrations was the organ-
isation of a mass meeting of 30,000 youths where
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Chien Chun-jui, Secretary-General of the Sino-Soviet
Friendship Association, delivered a’stirring lecture on
“The Meaning of Internationalism.”” Following upon
the return of the Chinese delegation from Budapest there
was a tremendous demand for first hand reports of what
the delegation had seen and learnt whilst at the Festival,
and in the course of their travels through the various
countries of Eastern and Central Europe. Members of
the delegation visited the country’s factories, schools
and mass organisations, making reports on their experi-
ences and describing the decisions taken by the repre-
sentatives of world youth in the cause of peace and
world-wide brotherhood.

When the Chinese delegation of 30 students arrived
in Moscow en route to Prague to attend the Seccond
World Congress of the International Union of Students
mm August, 1950, they received a rousing welcome at the
railway station from representatives of young Moscow
workers and students. Bouquets were presented to them
on the crowded station platform by a group of Young
Pioneers to the accompaniment of the rolling of drums.

The student delegation carried with them to Prague
a great number of presents. Amongst these were a flag
sent by the Peking University students. This flag was
proudly hoisted over the University as the victorious
soldiers of the People’s Liberation Army entercd the
city. The North China People’s Revolutionary Univer-
sity sent a large painting which vividly expressed the
Chinese people’s opposition to war and their support of
world peace, together with other paintings expressive of
Hino-Soviet friendship. These were for presentation to
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the International Union of Students and the Moscow
University.

At the World Congress the Chinese delegation re-
ceived a great welcoming ovation as they entered the
hall. Yang Cheng, the leader of the delegation, address-
ed the Congress at its evening session on August I 5th.
As he rose to speak the Congress delegates stood in their
places and made a great ovation in honour of Mao Tse-
tung.

Yang Cheng in his speech described the hel:eiu
struggles of the Chinese students against American im-
perialism and in defence of world peace. I—_Ic spcfke. in
wrathful terms of the attack of American imperialism
on the Korean Democratic People’s Republic.' Af‘te‘r
reporting on the activities of Chinese students_ in build-
ing the New China and in developing education, Yang
Cheng called on the students all over the world to sup-
port the liberation war of the Korean people and to help
the national liberation movements in Viet-Nam, the
Philippines, Japan and other colonial countries.

A striking indication of the spirit of international
solidarity which pervades the ranks of the Chinese' stud-
ents, and which made a very moving impression in the
Congress took place when Yang Cheng, on behalf of the
All-China Federation of Students proposed that a world
students sanatorium be established in China.

This proposal was made in accordance with the
policy of the International Union of Students to promote
the health of students.

Another example was shown when the (.:hin(?,se
delegation presented a specially embroidered white silk

&
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banner to the observer from the British Peace Committee
to be handed over to a 15-year-old London girl student,
Geraldine Ghalmers, who had been subjected to persecu-
tion by the British school authorities because she attend-
ed the All-Britain Peace Conference as a delegate from
the school’s peace committee.

The Chinese youth spare no effort to learn from the
experiences of the progressive youths of other lands. It
can be said that they are equally willing and able to
impart valuable lessons to the international youth move-
ment drawn from the thirty years’ experience of the
Chinese vouth movement.

This two-fold aim was well expressed in the state-
ment issued by the All-China Youth Congress: ‘“Whilst
we strive to advance the Chinese youth movement let us
not forget that we are now living in the people’s epoch,
the opening out of a new world. The liberation of the
people and the new democratic construction of any coun-

try are inseparable from world peace and democracy as
a whole.” .

‘At the present moment the struggle between demo-
cracy and those who oppose democracy, and between

peace and war, is being strenuously carried out on a
world-wide scale.”

“Victory or failure of the forces of peace and demo-
cracy in any part of the world will bring a guick and
deep influence on our new democratic revolution. On the
other hand the success or failure of our new democratic
revolution will exert a corresponding influence on other
parts of the world. The international mission of the
Chinese youth movement is to unite with the world de-
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mocratic youth in defence of lasting world peace and
people’s democracy. This is an integral part of our
fundamental task.”

The militant youths of new China are responding
heartily to this call of duty. They love their own country
with all their héarts; at the same time they are conscious
of their part in the sacred task of helping to ensure
lasting world peace and the further developmeit of de-
mocracy and social advance everywhere.

by Hwang Jung-ts’an

Repairing the Railway
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CHINA'S GREAT YOUTH ORGANISATIONS

()F THE MANY vVOUTH ORGANISATIONS i

New China, the most popular and most influential
are the AN-China Federation of Democratic Youth and
the China New Democratic Youth League.

The All-China IFederation of Democratic Youth,
founded in May 1949, is an association of all the demo-
cratic youth organisations in China. It is the object of
the TFederation “‘to unite all the democratic vouth
throughout the country, to fight for their welfare, to
fight together with all the Chinese people for the com-
plete victory of the demoeratic revolution and for the
construction of a new democratic country, and to unite
with all the democratic youth of the world in fighting for
a lasting world peace and people’s democracv.”

The wembership of the Federation is based on the
bloc membership svstem. In case of necessity, the
Tfederation may admit as Individual members persons
who have made contributions to the youth movement
and are helpful to the work of the Federation.

The Al-China Youth Congress is the highest
coverning body of the Federation. During the interval
belween congresses, the National Commiliee elected by
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the congress is its highest leading body. During the
interval between meetings of the National Committee,
the Standing Committee elected by the National Com-
mittee is responsible for directing the activities of the
Federation.

The membership of the Federation, as represented
by its affiliated youth organisations, has increased from
4,420,000 in September 1949 to 7,000,000 in July 1950.

The Chairman of the Natjonal Committee of the
Federation is Liao Cheng-chih.

During the past year the Federation has done much
work in strengthening the connection between the youth
movement in China and the youth movements in other
People’s Democracies. There has been a regular ex-
change of newspapers, magazines, books and photos
between the Federation and the youth organisations in
the Soviet Union, Germany, Poland, Czechoslovakia,
Hungary, Bulgaria, Rumania, Albania, Korea, Austria,
France, Italy, Finland, Belgium and Holland.

Local branches of the Federation have already been
set up in such leading cities as Tientsin, Taiyuan,
Chengtu, Hankow, Mukden, Amoy, Kalfeng and
Changsha following the holding of youth representative
conferences.

Preparations are being made in Peking, Shanghai,
Nanking and Chungking to set up branches of the
Federation.

The China New Democratic Youth League, as such,
has a comparatively short history, having been formed
in April 1949, following a decision of the Central Com-
. mittee of the Communist Party in the previous January.
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But, in reality it has a long history in the revolutionary
struggle of China’s youth, under the general leadership
of the Communist Party, since the formation of the
Socialist Youth League in 1920. Moreover, experi-
mental work in setting up a youth league was begun in
the Liberated Areas as far back as 1946, on the instrnc-
tion of the Communist Party. The success of this work
was what enabled the First All-Chinu Youth Congress
to be called in April 1949, shortly after Peking was
liberated. '

The Youth League, therefore, follows in the fighting
traditions of China’s youth and carries forward the
torch which was kept burning by several different youth
organisations during the various stages of the Revolu-
tion. These youth organisations made tremendous con-
tributions to the Chinese people’s struggle. They were:
the Communist Youth League, during the Great
Revolution of 1925-27 and the Agrarian Reform of
1927-37; the National Salvation Youth Association and
the Anti-Japanese Youth Vanguards, throughout the
Anti-Japanese War of 1037-45; the League of Democratic
Youth and the New Democratic Youth Alliance during
the People’s War of Liberation of 1946-49.

The New Democratic Youth League of today has
a membership throughout the country of over 3 million
(ﬁgure available for June 1950) and is continually grow-
ing. Decisions taken by its Central Committec are
quickly carried into the factories, farms, offices, schools,
universities and every place where Vouth are found.
Thus, to understand the general conditions and activities
of the youth of China it is necessarv to understand the
Teague.
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The fundamental tasks of the New Democratic
Youth League as proposed by the Communist Party
are: ‘“To study systematically Marxism-Leninism;
to constantly educate its members and the mass of youth
by means of revolutionary practice; and to organise, in
the spirit of Marxism-Leninism, the broad mass of vouth
to take part in the various movements called for by the
Party or the People’s Government.”” Teng Wen-ping,
Secretary of the League, speaking about the general
direction of China’s vouth movement, pointed out that
“the fundamental task of today’s Chinese vouth move-
ment is to educate and organise the younger generation
to participate in China’s New Democratic construction.”’
The Youth League does not only aim to lead and inspire
its own members but the masses of the Chinese youth
as a whole to conduct uninterrupted study in the differ-
ent kinds of practical work and to make constant pro-
gress so that the ILeague may cultivate for the cause
of the Chinese revolution tens of millions of excellent
youths with high political consciousness and ability for
practical work, to build up a New Democratic seciety
which will be much better than the old society and to
prepare the Socialist society of the future.

The League devotes itself whole-heartedly to the
work "of New Democratic construction, takes part in
the wvarious activities planned by the Party and
Government and strives to develop to the highest degrec
the activity and exemplary work of the youth gencrally

in the tasks of construction. I.eague members, both .

hoys and girls, strive to do their best in their work and
by their model conduct and good example influcnce and
cuide all the vouth to take an active part in lubour and
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production.  The Teague set going a soctal movement
under the slogan ““Active work is the greatest honour,
laziness is the greatest shame’’, in the course of which
it set up a correct attitude to labour and labour discipline,
helped to raise the level of production and spurred the
development of activity and creative initiative in all pro-

ductive enterprises.

Under the constitution of the League: ‘“‘all boys
and girls from the age of 14 to 25 who support the pro-
gramme of the Communist Party of China and are will-
ing to fight actively for the cause of the New Democratic
Revolution and to serve devotedly the working people,
and who recognise the constitution of the League, abide
by the resolutions and join in the work of the League,
shall be qualified for membership”.

In every farm, factory, school or street where there
are five or more League members, a branch may be
formed. Where there are 100 members, a general branch
is formd with sub-branches. Where there are 500 mem-
bers, a League Committee is formed. More than three
branches in a district qualifies for the formation of a
district committee; three or more district committees,
for a county or city committee. At higher levels there
are regional committees, provincial committees and
Greater Administrative Area committees (at present
China is divided into five Greater Administrative Areas:
Northeast, Northwest, Southwest, East China, Central
and South China, and Southwest) The National Congress
is the supreme organ of the League and between the
conpresses, the Central Committee elected by the Con-
press National is the League’s highest body.
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B Five young men or women thereforc may set up a
League branch through which they can become an

integral part of the nation-wide progressive youth move-
ment,

Youth everywhere are enthusiastic and lively. It is
very easy for them to absorb new ideas. Therefore the
work of the League and the League life must not be

carried on in the form of idle political chatter or of dry
sermons. -

All meetings of the League are conducted in a lively
and efficient way. Adequate preparations are made
beforehand. Every meeting has its theme and aim and
every meeting must be able to solve certain problems
and help in the education of the members.

League organisation hold a ‘““League Day” either
every week or every other week. On ‘‘League Day”’
there are all sorts of collective activity, such an reports
on speecial topics, discussion, debates, relaying the in-
structions of the leadership, initiation ceremonies, re-
commending the model deeds of members helping one
another in studies, lectures on the League work, story-
telling, all kinds of revolutionary contests and competi-
tions, singing and recreational evening parties,

The League helps the youth to analyse and solve
these problems which are vital to the life of the youth,
such as wage problems, health problems, athletic and
recreational problems, problems in the study of science
and the development of culture, problems involving
tuition fees, allowances, examinations, personal affairs
and social intercourse, the methods of studying and the
application of studies to work, etc.
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The League helps its members and the masses of
the youth to reach a correct understanding of these pro-
blems and offers guidance in understanding Marxism-
leninism and in acquiring the view of life and world
outlook of Marxism-Leninism so that they will fight
devotedly for the thorough liberation of the whole of
China and the whole of mankind.

Members of the League are taught to be modest in
study, realistic and honest in their service to the people,
brave and fearless in their stubborn struggles against
the enemy. In dealing with any problem they first of
all strive to understand the conditions under which such
problems arise, gather all relevant material concerning
it and then study and analyse it so as to be able to work
out correct conclusions and make correct decisions.

All League members, both boys and girls, are taught
to hold fast to truth and to constantly correct their
mistakes. The League helps its members to develop their
sense of organisation and sense of discipline in the course
of their work and to be full of vigour, active and creative.
Instead of being discouraged by difficulties they learn
how to resolutely overcome them.

Competent leadership is provided at the various
levels by means of departments for carrying on work
amongst young workers, peasants, students, girls,
juveniles and children.

League organisations have also been formed in the
People’s Liberation Army with its vast numbers of
vouth. As the League develops, more and more promis-
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ing young people come under its influence and the re-
volutionary education it gives to its members will pro-
vide the Communist Party with constant reinforcements.

The Central Committee of the League, having the
main task of guiding the youth movement of China, was
elected at the First Congress. It has 65 members, all
of whom have long and proud records of revolutionary
battle.

Feng Wen-ping, Secretary of the Central Com-
mittee, is outstanding even among such talented and
courageous young people. Ide worked as a lad
in a Shangbai match factory. By the age of 21
he was alreadv a member of the Communist Party
and worked in the Communist Youth League in the
Soviet Area in Kiangsi. He was one of those who
fought from Kiangsi to Yenan in the historic Long
March. He was Chairman of the Northwestern National
Salvation Association of Youth throughout the war
against the Japanese. After twenty and more years of
unceasing revolutionary work among the youths he is
well known and respected by all young people in every
part of China.

The League has set up a scheol to train large num-
bers of young cadres to be sent to the various regions
to carry out the work of the League. Its students study
Marxism-Leninism, the New Democracy, the policy of
the Communist Party of China, the organic structure of
the China New Democratic Youth League and the tasks
which youth must accomplish in order to equip them-
selves for developing youth work in various regions.

68

Over o0 were graduated from the first term of the
League School in September, 1949, most of them being
from rural districts and after graduation, went back to
work 1n the villages. During their nine months of study
at the school, they gained valuable experience by jeining
in the work of taking over Peking and Tientsin imme-
diately after the People’s Liberation Army entered the
cities,

The Young Pioneer Corps exists for the purpose of
uniting juveniles of from 9 to 14 and younger children
and helping them in their studies. At the same time it
develops their love for physical health, their country and

'people, work and science. This corps is under the leader-

ship of the Central Committee of the League.

The Central Committee of the League publishes a
fortnightly magazine called ‘““China’s Youth’’, which
helps to direct the work of the T.eague’s organisation.

T'he magazine has correspondents all over the coun-
try, from factories in large cities to remote villages, and
members of the League contribute articles giving first
hand accounts of their experiences. It encourages the
youth to study, and raises the level of revolutionary
theory among its members and the mass of youth by the
systematic introduction of Marxism and the Thought of
Mao Tse-tung.

The magazine acts as an advisor and {riend of the
young people, answering numerous letters from young
men and women and helping to solve their ideological,
practical and personal problems. TIts circulation has
grown to 130,000 copies and its influence upon the vouth
movement is enormous. ‘‘China’s Young Pioneers” also
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published by the Central Committee with a circulation of
70,000, has great popularity among the younger folks
particularly because of its picture-stories and interesting
illustrations and educational features.

In addition, local magazines are published in var-
ious places to meet the needs of the local League organ-
isations,

Leading the Attack by Yen Han
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For turned read turns

For re-christianed read re-christened
For space read -spare

For class read classes

For Prague read Budapest

For September read August

For Ghalmers read Chalmers

For tormd read formed

For organisation read organisations
For activity read activities

For an read as

For these read these







