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COMMEMORATE AUGUST 1,
ARMY DAY

Editorial by Renmin Ribao, Hongqi
and Jiefangjun Bao

(August 1, 1971)

The Chinese People’s Liberation Army
founded and led by our great leader
Chairman Mao and commanded by Vice-
Chairman Lin has now passed through
44 glorious years in which it has grown
in strength and advanced triumphantly
in the storms of domestic and interna-
tional class struggles and the inner-
Party struggle between the two lines.

The Chinese People’s Liberation Army
is a powerful weapon of the Chinese
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Communist Party and the Chinese peo-
ple for seizing and consolidaling politi-
cal power. As soon as il was born it
presented itself before the Chinese peo-
ple as an army of a complelely new
type. It comes from the people and firm-
ly relies on them. Growing from a small
and weak force into big and strong, it
carried on 22 years of revolutionary
wars along an arduous and tortuous
road and fought to create the people’s
regime. During the 22 years since the
founding of the People’s Republic of
China, the army has carried forward its
fine tradition of being a fighting force
as well as a working force and a pro-
duction force. Together with the people
of the whole country, it has persevered
in continuing the revolution under the
dictatorship of the proletariat, smashed
aggression and subversion by the impe-
rialists, revisionists and reactionaries,
won victories in the Great Proletarian
Cultural Revolution and built the
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motherland into a socialist country
which has taken its first steps on the
road of prosperity.

The People’s Liberation Army is
invincible because it is boundlessly
loyal to the Party, the people, the great
leader Chairman Mao and his proletar-
ian revolutionary line. It arms itself
with Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung
Thought — the theoretical basis guiding
the Party’s thinking — and consistently
keeps to a firm and correct political
orientation. It strictly observes the
principle the Party commands the gun,
and the gun must never be allowed to
command the Party and places itself
under the Party’s absolute leadership,
going where the Party directs and acting
as Chairman Mao teaches. It takes
wholehearted service to the people as its
purpose and identifies its responsibility
to the people with its responsibility to
the leading organs of the Party. It has
maintained remarkable unity in its own
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ranks as well as with those outside its
ranks. And it has a conscious discipline,
a strong sense ol revolulionary vigi-
lance, a heroic spirit to vanquish all
enemies and a whole range of strategy
and tactics of people’s war. It is an
army which integrates patriotism with
internationalism. There is vigorous rev-
olutionary political work to ensure
Party leadership over the army politi-
cally, ideologically and organizationally.
History has fully testified to this truth:
We are the great People’s Liberation
Army, we are the troops led by the
great Communist Party of China. Pro-
vided we constantly observe the direc-
tives of the Party, we are sure to win.
We are now in a great new era of rev-
olution. The world is changing, chang-
ing more and more favourably for the
revolution and unfavourably for coun-
ter-revolution. Chairman Mao pointed
out in his solemn Statement of May 20,
1970: “The danger of a new world war
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still exists, and the people of all coun-
tries must get prepared. But revolution
is the main trend in the world teday.”
A new high tide in the struggle
against U.S. imperialism is sweeping the
world. Asia with its more than one
thousand million people is in revolt.
Africa is seething. Latin America is in
tumult too. The people of the United
States have kindled the raging flames
of a revolutionary movement. The rev-
olutionary struggles waged by the peo-
ple of North America, Europe and
Oceania are surging ahead. The politi-
cal consciousness of the world’s people
is much higher than a decade ago or
even five years ago. The genuine
Marxist-Leninist Parties and organiza-
tions in various countries are constantly
developing and growing stronger in the
course of struggle. The universal truth
of Marxism-Leninism is being recog-
nized, grasped and applied by more and
more revolutionary people of the world.
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In carrying out military aggression and
political deception, U.S. imperialism and
its running dogs have educated the peo-
ple by negative example and this has
enabled the people to see both their
ferocious features and inherent weak-
ness. Through practical struggles, the
people of various countries in the course
of time have exploded superstitions
about U.S. imperialism. They dare to
challenge, resist and fight it, and they
dare to take up arms and continuously
use revolutionary wars to defeat the
wars of aggression continuously launch-
ed by U.S. imperialism and its followers.
The great victories won by the people
of Viet Nam and the other Indochinese
countries in their war against U.S. ag-
gression and for national salvation have
set a brilliant example of a weak nation
defeating a strong, and a small nation
defeating a big. The militant unity of
the people of various countries is grow-
ing rapidly and the international united
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front against U.S. imperialism is expand-
ing constantly. The two superpowers,
the United States and the Soviet
Union, are colluding and contending
with each other; they are making re-
doubled efforts to extend their forces
of aggression to the vast intermediate
zone in an attempt to redivide the world,
and this has made the people through-
out the world rally together and attack
them. There is a growing tendency for
medium and small nations to get united
in opposing the politics of hegemony
pushed by the superpowers. People
want to make revolution, nations want
liberation and countries want independ-
ence — this has become the irresistible
trend of history.

The star of U.S. imperialism is now
declining just as the star of the British
Empire did in the past. The overween-
ing plan of U.S. imperialism for world
hegemony has gone bankrupt and its
policies of aggression and war are run-
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ning up against a wall everywhere. The
positions it occupies in the world are
fast shrinking and its followers grow
fewer and its opponents more. At home
the United States is in the grip of polit-
ical chaos, economic disorder and social
unrest and the people are losing confi-
dence in the government. Social-impe-
rialism is sitting on a volcano and is also
having a very hard time. Domestically
it is faced with insuperable contradic-
tions and widespread discontent. Inter-
nationally it is stretching its hands out
everywhere and pushing its ‘“‘theories”
of “limited sovereignty”, “international
dictatorship” and ‘‘socialist community’’.
This has exposed to the people of the
world ever more clearly its expansionist
and aggressive nature.

The enemy rots with every passing
day, while for wus things are getting
better daily. Our revolutionary unity
with the fraternal socialist countries has
become stronger and our relations of
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friendship and co-operation with many
Asian, African and Latin American
countries have developed further. The
friendly contacts between the Chinese
people and the people of other coun-
tries, including the American people,
are rapidly expanding. We have estab-
lished diplomatic relations with more
and more countries. The U.S. imperial-
ist policy of blockading and isolating
China has failed completely. Chairman
Mao’s revolutionary diplomatic line has
won great victories. China’s interna-
tional prestige is increasing. We have
friends all over the world.

The excellent international situation
is the result of the development of the
basic contradictions in the world today,
of the continuous victories of the
world’s people in their protracted strug-
gles against U.S. imperialism and its
running dogs, and of the common strug-
gle waged by all the countries and peo-
ple that are subjected to aggression,
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control, intervention or bullying by the
two superpowers.

Chairman Mao says: “All reactionary
forces on the verge of extinction invar-
iably conduct desperate struggles. They
are bound to resort to military adven-
ture and political deception in all their
forms in order to save themselves from
extinction.” Imperialism will never
change its aggressive nature because it
is defeated. Sometimes it has to change
its tactics and play every kind of in-
sidious trick, but in the final analysis it
does so only to serve its policies of ag-
gression and war. Although U.S. im-
perialism and social-imperialism talk
about disarmament every day, they are
actually engaged in arms expansion all
the time. While carrying on nuclear
blackmail, they are actively preparing
to fight large-scale conventional war.
Imperialism means war. So long as im-
perialism exists, the world will have no
peace.
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The whole Party, the whole army and
the people throughout the country
should concern themselves with affairs
of state and infernational affairs, con-
scientiously study Chairman Mao’s May
20 Statement, his theses on interna-
tional class struggle and his revolutionary
diplomatic line and policies, and study
the historical experience of our Party in
carrying out tit-for-tat struggles against
the class enemies at home and abroad,
so as to follow Chairman Mao’s great
strategic plan closely and advance vic-
toriously. We should adhere to Chair-
man Mao’s great teachings ‘“Heighten
our vigilance, defend the motherland”
and “Be prepared against war, be pre-
pared against natural disasters, and do
everything for the people”, firmly bear
in mind that we must keep vigilant at
all times and stand well prepared
against aggression by imperialism and
social-imperialism. The better the situa-
tion, the more prudent we should be.
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We should guard against any slackening
of our vigilance and be ready to cope
with surprise attacks by the enemy. The
People’s Liberation Army is always a
fighting force. The commanders and
tighters of the whole army must not at
any time relax their fighting will. It is
essential to strengthen ideological edu-
cation in preparedness against war and
conscientiously make such preparations.
It is essential to continue strengthening
the revolutionization and militancy of
the army, carry on political-ideological
work in a down-to-earth way and do a
good job of military training so as to
raise the fighting capabilities of the
armed forces in an all-round way.
Constant efforts should be made to do
well in the work of ‘““three supports and
two militaries” (i.e., support the broad
masses of the Left, support industry,
support agriculture, military control
and political and military training). The
people’s militia should be built energet-
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ically as a powerful force to strengthen
national defence and step up socialist
economic construction. Preparedness
against war is an important aspect and
long-term task in carrying out the
Party’s basic line for the socialist pe-
riod. So long as there is the threat of
subversion and aggression by imperial-
ism and social-imperialism, we should
not for a single day forget to strengthen
our preparedness against war or consol-
idate our national defence. Our pre-
paredness against war is exclusively for
the purpose of defence. We will not at-
tack unless we are attacked; if we are
attacked, we will certainly counter-
attack. This is our consistent just stand.

Taiwan Province is an inalienable
part of China’s territory. The liberation
of Taiwan is China’s internal affair and
brooks no foreign interference. We res-
olutely oppose “two Chinas”, ‘“one
China, one Taiwan” and other such ab-
surdities. We resolutely oppose the
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“Taiwan independence movement” and
the fallacy that ‘“the title to Taiwan re-
mains to be settled”. The United States
must withdraw all its armed forces and
military installations from Taiwan and
the Taiwan Straits. We are determined
to liberate Taiwan! We are confident
that our patriotic compatriots in Taiwan
will not allow any foreign forces of ag-
gression to sever Taiwan from the rest
of the territory of China.

Following the great leader Chairman
Mao’s teachings, the Chinese people
will at all times be loyal to proletarian
internationalism and unite with the
proletariat and other revolutionary peo-
ple the world over, fight shoulder to
shoulder with them and win victory to-
gether. The foreign policy of our Party
and Government is firm and unshaka-
ble. Tt is: To develop relations of friend-
ship, mutual assistance and co-operation
with socialist countries on the principle
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of proletarian internationalism; to sup-
port and assist the revolutionary strug-
gles of all the oppressed people and na-
tions; and to strive for peaceful coexist-
ence with countries having different
social systems on the basis of the Five
Principles of mutual respect for terri-
torial integrity and sovereignty, mutual
non-aggression, non-interference in each
other’s internal affairs, equality and
mutual benefit, and peaceful coexist-
ence, and to oppose the imperialist
policies of aggression and war. Thus we
have done and so we shall continue to
do. We will firmly fulfil our interna-
tionalist duties. Whoever opposes im-
perialism or makes revolution has our
support. We resolutely support the he-
roic Albanian people in their just strug-
gle against imperialism, revisionism and
reactionaries. We resolutely support the
heroic people of Viet Nam, Laos and
Cambodia in carrying the war against
U.S. aggression and for national salva-
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tion through to the end. The U.S. forces
of aggression and their lackey troops
must unconditionally withdraw from
Viet Nam and the whole of Indochina,
lock, stock and barrel. The U.S. armed
forces must withdraw from the south-
ern part of Korea, from Japan, from
other parts of Asia and from all other
places under their forcible occupation.
We resolutely support the heroic Korean
people in their just struggle against U.S.
imperialism and Japanese militarism
and for the peaceful reunification of
their fatherland. The Chinese people
are determined to fight side by side with
the people of Japan and other Asian
countries against the revival of Japa-
nese militarism by the U.S. and Japa-
nese reactionaries. We firmly support
the Palestinian and other Arab peoples
in their struggle against the U.S.-Israeli
aggressors. We firmly support the peo-
ple of African countries in their struggle
against aggression, subversion and in-
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tervention by colonialism and neo-colo-
nialism and against racial discrimina-
tion. We firmly support the people of
Cuba in their struggle against U.S. im-
perialist aggression and in defence of
national independence. We firmly sup-
port the people of Latin American coun-
tries in their struggle to safeguard
national independence, sovereignty and
their rights over 200-nautical-mile ter-
ritorial waters. We firmly support the
people of Asian, African and Latin
American countries in their struggle for
national liberation. We firmly support
the people of the United States in their
just struggle against the U.S. Govern-
ment’s policies of aggression and war
and racial discrimination. We firmly
support the struggles of the working
class and other revolutionary people of
North America, Europe and Oceania.
We firmly support the just struggles of
all countries and people subjected to
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aggression, control, intervention or
bullying by the two superpowers.
Under the guidance of the line of
unity for victory formulated at the
Ninth Party Congress, the people of the
whole country have brought about a
new high tide in the socialist revolution
and socialist construction. We should
make still greater efforts in the living
study and application of Marxism-
Leninism-Mao Tsetung Thought, criti-
cize revisionism and rectify the style of
work in a deep-going way, study the
history of inner-Party struggle between
the two lines and do a good job in con-
ducting education in ideology and polit-
ical line so as to carry out Chairman
Mao’s revolutionary line even more
consciously. In the spirit of continuing
the revolution, we should deepen the
struggle-criticism-transformation on all
fronts, grasp revolution, promote pro-
duction and other work and prepared-
ness against war. Armymen and civil-
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ians throughout the country must re-
main modest, prudent and free from
arrogance and rashness in their style of
work, support the government and
cherish the people, support the army
and cherish the people, strengthen
army-government and army-civilian
unity and, under the leadership of the
Party Central Committee with Chairman
Mao as its leader and Vice-Chairman Lin
as its deputy leader, make determined
efforts to fulfil the fighting tasks set by
the Ninth Party Congress and the First
and Second Plenary Sessions of the
Ninth Central Committee of the Party
and strive for still greater victories!

19



CHIEF OF GENERAL STAFF
HUANG YUNG-SHENG’S SPEECH

At the Reception Celebrating the
44th Anniversary of the Founding
of the Chinese People’s
Liberation Army

(July 31, 1971)

Distinguished Guests, Friends and
Comrades,

Today we are holding this reception
in warm celebration of the 44th an-
niversary of the founding of the Chinese
People’s Liberation Army. On behalf
of the Ministry of National Defence of
the People’s Republic of China and all
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the commanders and fighters of the
army, I express hearty welcome to the
distinguished guests, friends and com-
rades present at this reception.

The Chinese People’s Liberation Army
is a proletarian army founded and led
by our great leader Chairman Mao and
commanded by Vice-Chairman Lin. In
the past 44 years, under the guidance
of Chairman Mao’s proletarian revolu-
tionary line, our army together with
the people of the whole country has
defeated the domestic and foreign
enemies, smashed the old state machine,
and established and consolidated the
dictatorship of the proletariat, thus per-
forming immortal meritorious deeds for
the motherland. The 44 years history
of our army is marked throughout by
acute struggles between the two lines.
Under the leadership of Chairman Mao,
our army smashed the interference by
the “Left” and Right opportunist lines
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of Chen Tu-hsiu, Wang Ming, Liu Shao-
chi and their ilk, adhered to the prin-
ciple of army building on a political
basis and continuously strengthened its
revolutionization and militancy, making
itself a new-type revolutionary army —
a fighting force, at the same time a
working force and a production force.
The glorious fighting course of our army
shows that so long as we remain firm in
our loyalty to the Party, the people and
Chairman Mao’s proletarian revolution-
ary line, we will always win.

The present situation is excellent both
at home and abroad. With soaring
enthusiasm and strong fighting will,
and holding high the great red ban-
ner of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung
Thought, the hundreds of millions of
armymen and people of our country are
advancing in big strides along the broad
road of continuing the revolution under
the dictatorship of the proletariat. A
new upsurge has emerged in China’s in-

22

dustrial and agricultural production, our
national defence capabilities have been
further strengthened, and the dictator-
ship of the proletariat is more consol-
idated than ever before. Our foreign
relations are developing daily. We have
friends all over the world. The im-
perialists and the reactionaries of vari-
ous countries have failed miserably in
their schemes to destroy China by
political isolation, economic blockade
and military encirclement.

In his solemn Statement of May 20,
1970, our great leader Chairman Mao
has pointed out: “The danger of a new
world war still exists, and the people of
all countries must get prepared. But
revolution is the main trend in the werld
today.” The development of the inter-
national situation over the past year and
more has fully borne out this scientific
conclusion of Chairman Mao’s.

Both U.S. imperialism and social-
imperialism harbour the wild design to
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dominate the world; they carry out
expansion everywhere, so that the peo-
ple of the world see ever more clearly
their reactionary nature and inherent
weakness. Where they carry out their
aggression, control and interference,
there arise struggles against aggression,
control and interference. The socialist
countries and all genuine Marxist-Lenin-
ist Parties and organizations are con-
tinuously growing in strength in the
struggle against imperialism, revision-
ism and the reactionaries. The flames
of the revolutionary struggle of op-
pressed people and nations are raging
with increasing vigour. More and
more medium and small countries
are uniting to oppose the politics of
hegemony of one or two superpowers.
Interacting and interrelated, all these
struggles are converging in an irresist-
ible torrent, forcefully pounding at the
foundation of the rule of imperialism
and all reactionaries.
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In celebrating the Chinese People’s
Liberation Army Day, we will hold high
the banner of unity for victory of the
Party’s Ninth National Congress and
strive to fulfil the fighting tasks set
forth at the Party’s Ninth Congress and
the First and Second Plenary Sessions
of the Ninth Central Committee. We
will continue to strengthen the revolu-
tionization and militancy of the army
and step up our efforts in the building
of the militia; we will do still better
work in our preparations against war
and be ready at all times to smash sur-
prise attacks from any quarter. Our
principle is: We will not attack unless
we are attacked; if we are attacked, we
will certainly counter-attack. We have
made full preparations. If the enemy
obstinately imposes war on us, we will
certainly rise in resistance and wage
protracted people’s war until final
victory.
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We are determined to liberate Tai-
wan. The United States must withdraw
all its military personnel and military
installations from Taiwan Province and
the Taiwan Straits area. We firmly
oppose any schemes of creating “two
Chinas”, “one China, one Taiwan’ or
an “independent Taiwan”. The libera-
tion of Taiwan is China’s internal affair
and brooks no foreign interference
whatsoever. The 14 million compatriots
in Taiwan will return to the embrace
of the motherland. We are confident
that no patriotic people in Taiwan will
allow the scheme of severing Taiwan
from China to materialize.

We will follow Chairman Mao’s
teachings, uphold Marxism-Leninism
and proletarian internationalism, fur-
ther sirengthen our militant unity with
the people of the world and resolutely
oppose the imperialist policies of aggres-
sion and war. U.S. imperialism must
withdraw all its aggressor troops from
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Indochina, the southern part of Korea,
Japan, the Philippines, Thailand and all
other countries and regions which it has
occupied, and stop its interference in the
internal affairs of the peoples in the
Middle East and the Arab people as well
as the peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin
America. We have always stood for
the normalization of relations between
states on the basis of the five principles
of peaceful coexistence. We firmly sup-
port the Albanian people in their strug-
gle against imperialism, revisionism and
the reactionaries; firmly support the
three peoples of Viet Nam, Laos and
Cambodia in waging the war against
U.S. aggression and for national salva-
tion to the end till complete victory,
firmly support the joint declaration of
the Summit Conference of the Indo-
chinese Peoples, firmly support the 7-
point proposal of the Provisional Rev-
olutionary Government of the Republic
of South Viet Nam, firmly support the
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5-point political solution and the new
proposal for realizing a ceasefire on the
whole territory of Laos put forward by
the Laotian Patriotic Front, firmly sup-
port the 5-point declaration of Samdech
Norodom Sihanouk, Head of State of
Cambodia; firmly support the Korean
people in their just struggle against U.S.
imperialism and Japanese militarism
and for the peaceful unification of their
fatherland; firmly stand together with
the Korean, Japanese and other Asian
peoples in the struggle against the re-
vival of Japanese militarism by the U.S.
and Japanese reactionaries; firmly sup-
port the Palestinian and other Arab
peoples in their struggle against the
U.S.-Israeli aggressors; firmly support
the Cuban people in their struggle to
oppose U.S. imperialism and defend na-
tional independence and sovereignty;
firmly support the Asian, African and
Latin American peoples in their struggle
to oppose imperialism, colonialism and
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neo-colonialism and to win and safeguard
their national rights; firmly support the
American people in their struggle
against the U.S. Government’s policies
of aggression and war and racial discrim-
ination; and firmly support the just
struggle of all countries and people
subjected to aggression, control, inter-
ference or bullying by the superpowers.
We are determined, together with the
proletarians and revolutionary people of
the world, to carry through to the end
the great struggle against imperialism,
revisionism and the reactionaries.

I propose a toast

to the brilliant victories won by the
Chinese People’s Liberation Army over
the past 44 years,

to the great victory of the world peo-
ples’ revolutionary struggle against im-
perialism,

to the great unity of the people of all
countries,
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to the health of the distinguished
guests, heads of diplomatic missions and
military attachés and their wives
present,

to the health of our comrades and
friends present, and

to the health of our great leader
Chairman Mao, founder of the Chinese
People’s Liberation Army, and his close
comrade-in-arms Vice-Chairman Lin!
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