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SPEECH AT PEKING RALLY
WELCOMING CAMBODIAN GUESTS
Wang Hung-wen
Coming a long way from the front to the great rear, our Cambodian
comrades-in-arms have brought us the sentiments of militant friendship
of the Cambodian people and happy tidings of new victories. This is a
tremendous encouragement to the Chinese people who are engaged in
the campaign of criticizing Lin Piao and Confucius and in socialist
revolution and socialist construction.

The Cambodian people are a heroic people with a revolutionary
tradition of opposing imperialism. They have waged protracted and
unremitting struggles against imperialism for the independence of their
fatherland and for national dignity. Four years ago, when U.S. imperialism engineered the reactionary coup d'etat and made a massive invasion into Cambodia, the Cambodian people rose up in arms with
dauntless revolutionary heroism and unfolded a vigorous war against
U.S. aggression and for national salvation.
In the last four years, the heroic Cambodian people, rallying closely
around the National United Front of Cambodia with Head of State
Samdech Norodom Sihanouk as its Chairman, holding high the banner
of resisting U.S. aggression and saving the nation, and fearing no hardship and sacrifice, have persevered in a people's .war and scored
brilliant victories. The People's Armed Forces of National Liberation
of Cambodia have grown and expanded amidst the flames of revolutionary war and become an indestructible people's army, which has
rendered great meritorious service to Cambodia's cause of national
liberation. With its area constantly expanding and the people's political
power becoming ever more consolidated, the Liberated Zone in Cambodia presents a thriving scene. The Royal Government of National
Union, which is the sole legal government of the Cambodian people,
enjoys a growing international prestige and has established diplomatic
.elations with an increasing number of countries. The Chinese people,
as close comrades-in-arms of the Cambodian people, always regard the
Cambodian people's victories as their own victories and heartily rejoice
over them. Let us once again extend our warm congratulations to the
Peking Review # I 5, April 12, 1974. (Speech delivered April 3, 19'14, at a rally of ten thousand people in the Great Hall of the People to welcome the Delegation of the National
United Front and the Royal Government of National Union of Cambodia.)
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fraternal Cambodian people.
The Cambodian people's war against U.S. aggression and for national salvation is another brilliant example in the contemporary world
of a small nation daring to resist the aggression of a big nation. Cambodia is a country with a population of only seven million, and the
enemy the Cambodian people face is U.S. imperialism, which is armed
to the teeth. Yet the Cambodian people are resolved to take their
destiny into their own hands. Daring to despise the colossus-like enemy
and daring to take up arms, they have persevered in fighting and so expanded their forces from small to big and from weak to strong and
achieved the great victories of today. It is just as the Chinese people's
great leader Chairman Mao said in his statement of May 20, 1970: "A
just cause enjoys abundant support while an unjust cause finds little
support. A weak nation can defeat a strong, a small nation can defeat

a

big. The people of a small country can certainly defeat aggression by a
big country, if only they dare to rise in struggle, dare to take up arms
and grasp in their own hands the destiny of their country. This is a law

of history."
The Cambodian people's victories have come about because the National United Front and the People's Armed Forces of National Liberation of Cambodia have closely relied on the people and adhered to the
correct line of independence, initiative, self-reliance and people's war.
By their victories, the Cambodian people have not only laid a solid
foundation for the independence and liberation of Cambodia and done
their part for the just cause of the three Indochinese peoples, but also
greatly inspired and supported all other oppressed nations and peoples
and made an important contribution to the anti-imperialist revolutionary struggle of the people of the whole world.
At present, the Cambodian people are continuing their triumphant
advance and fighting heroically to seize still greater victories. The direct
invasion of American ground forces was repulsed; the U,S. policy of
bombing has gone bankrupt; the plan of so-called "Khmerization" of
the war has also been repeatedly frustrated by the Cambodian people.
The traitorous Lon Nol clique is beleaguered and fast sinking. It can
only hole up in Phnom Penh and some other isolated cities, eking out
its feeble existence. Though U.S. imperialism is still stepping up its aid
and giving blood-transfusion and resuscitation to the traitorous Lon
Nol clique, all its efforts to save the clique from its doom will prove

futile.
The Chinese people firmly support the five-point declaration of Head
of State Samdech Norodom Sihanouk and the political programme of
the National United Front of Cainbodia, which were reaffirmed by the
Cambodian National Congress. The Chinese people firmly support the
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Cambodian people in their struggle against U.S. aggression and for national salvation. The United States must stop all its support and aid to
the traitorous Lon Nol clique. The Cambodian question should be settled by the Cambodian people themselves free from foreign interference. We are firmly convinced that victory belongs to the heroic
Cambodian people and that an independent, peaceful, neutral,
sovereign and democratic Cambodia will surely appear.
At present, the international situation is getting better and better.
The basic characteristic of the developing situation is universal great
disorder. "The wind sweeping through the tower heralds a rising storm
in the mountains." The great revolutionary teacher Lenin said: "An
essential feature of imperialism is the rivalry between several great
powers in the striving for hegemony." There are two superpowers in
the world today. Relying on the few atom bombs they possess, they are
engaged in an intense rivalry for hegemony. This is something determined by the nature of imperialisrn. One of the superpowers is
desperately trying to hold on to the many places it has occupied; the
other is reaching out in every direction and worming its way into every
crevice. Strategically, Europe is the focus of their contention. At the
same time, their fierce contention extends also to the Middle East, the
Arab world, the Mediterranean as well as the Indian Ocean. They talk
about detente, but actually they are engaged in rivalry. Their rivalry
and their aggression, subversion, interference, control and plunder
everylvhere have greatly sharpened the basic contradictions in the
world, stimulated the awakening and solidarity of the people of the
world and aroused them to strong resistance. A tidal wave of struggle

against imperialism, colonialism, neo-colonialism, hegemonism,
Zionism and racism is sweeping the globe. Moving against the tide of
history, the two superpowers inevitably run up against a wall
everywhere and land themselves in ever greater difficulty. They put up a
bold front and keep a stiff upper lip, but in fact they are in the plight
described in the verse: "flowers fall off, do what one may." Countries
want independence, nations want liberation, and the people want
revolution-this is the historical trend that no one can resist.
Lenin said on many occasions that imperialism means aggression and

war. War is inevitable so long as imperialism exists. While having full
confidence in the future of the world, we maintain high vigilance and
are prepared against a surprise attack by social-imperialism and against
any trouble-making by the superpowers in the world at large. Resolutely carrying out Chairman Mao's teaching of "be prepared against war,

be prepared against natural disasters, and do everything for

the

people," we are making every necessary preparation. Whatever happens in the world, the Chinese people will unswervingly unite and fight

172

And Mao Makes 5

together with the people of the entire world.

We warmly hail the great victories won by the three Indochinese
peoples in their wars against U.S. aggression and for national salvation
and firmly support their just struggles. We firmly support the solemn
and just stand taken by the Covernment of the Democratic Republic of
Viet Nam and the Provisional Revolutionary Government of the
Republic of South Viet Nam for the thorough implementation of the
Paris agreement as well as the six-point proposal for achieving peace
and national concord in south Viet Nam put forward recently by the
Provisional Revolutionary Government of the Republic of South Viet
Nam. The United States and the Saigon administration must truly implement all the provisions of the Paris agreement and stop all their acts
which violate the agreement. We firmly support the correct stand taken

by the Lao Patriotic Front and the Union of the Lao Patriotic
Neutralist Forces for the thorough implementation of the Vientiane
agreement and the Lao people's just struggle

to achieve national concord and build a peaceful, independent, neutral, democratic, unified
and prosperous Laos. We are convinced that the three Indochinese
peoples, holding high the banner of the Summit Conference of the Indochinese Peoples, uniting closely and supporting one another, will surmount all difficulties and obstacles and realize their respective sacred
national aspirations.
We firmly support the Korean people in their just struggle to oust
foreign interference and achieve the independent and peabeful
reunification of their fatherland, firmly support the Arab people, including the Palestinian people, in their struggle against Israeli Zionist
aggression and for the recovery of the occupied territories, firmly support the Palestinian people in their just struggle for the restoration of
their national rights, and firmly support the peoples of Asia, Africa and
Latin America in their struggles against imperialism, hegemonism, colonialism, neo-colonialism, Zionism and racism and their just struggles
to win or safeguard national independence, defend state sovereignty,
develop the national economy and protect national resources. We
resolutely support all just struggles of the people of the world.
China and Cambodia are close fraternal neighbours. There exists a
traditional friendship of long-standing between our two peoples. In the
protracted anti-imperialist revolutionary struggle, we have always sympathized with and supported each other. Over the past few years in particular, our solidarity and friendship have been further consolidated
and developed. Our friendship is one that can stand tests, and no one
on earth can undermine it. The Chinese people have always considered
it their bounden internationalist duty to support the Cambodian people's war against U.S. aggression and for national salvation. Four years
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ago, when the flames of the Cambodian people's war against U.S. aggression and for national salvation had just started to rage, the Chinese
people's great leader Chairman Mao issued his solemn statement, proclaiming to the whole world the Chinese people's solemn and just stand
of supporting the Cambodian people's struggle against U.S. aggression
and for national salvation. Rucently, Chairman Mao again taught us:
We are Communists, and we must help the people; not to help the people would be to betray Marxism. Bearing firmly in mind Chairman
Mao's teachings, the Chinese people are determined to unswervingly
support the just struggle of the Cambodian people till complete victory
is won.

