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EDITORIAL NOTE

Comrade Zhu De was a great Marxist, proletarian revolutionary
and strategist and an outstanding leader of the Chinese Communist
Party, the Chinese people’s army and the People’s Republic of China.
In China's democratic and socialist revolutions and in its socialist
construction, he applied the universal truth of Marxism to the solution
of practical problems China faced in the people’s war, the building
of the people’s army, Party building and economic development. Ile
made brilliant contributions to the formation and development of Mao
Zedong Thought, especially of Mao Zedong’'s military thinking.

To assist our readers in their study of Marxism-Leninism and Mao
Zedong Thought, the history of the Chinese revolution and China’s
national construction and the life and thought of Comrade Zhu De, we
have edited for publication the Selected Works of Zhu De. In his
revolutionary career, Comrade Zhu De gained rich practical
experience, and he wrote many works, especially on military issues.
This volume contains the most important ones, many of which are
published here for the first time.

Writings which were published during Comrade Zhu De’s lifetime
or whose manuscripts are available are reproduced here in their
original form with a minimum of editing for language or to correct
factual errors. Transcripts of speeches, however, have been edited.

Editorial Committee for Party
Literature, Central Committee of the
Communist Party of China

May 1983
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HOW TO FORGE AN INVINCIBLE
RED ARMY

July 1931

Forging an invincible Red Army is one of the most urgent and
vital tasks now facing the Party. Such an army must have the following
six basic characteristics:

First, the class identity of the army should be safeguarded.

The Red Army is an army of workers and peasants, and can be
considered the army of the entire labouring people. The historical
task of the Red Army is to seize political power, establish and con-
solidate the workers’ and peasants’ Soviet regime' and liberate the
proletariat and all other labouring people, both politically and econom-
ically. To fulfil this historical task, the class identity of the Red
Army must be safeguarded, that is to say, only the labouring masses
of workers and peasants are qualified to join.

The Chinese Red Army has grown with the expansion of the
agrarian revolution. Most of its soldiers are farm labourers and poor
and middle peasants who have benefited from this revolution. Its
military cadres, and especially its leading political cadres, should
come primarily from among the advanced urban proletarians. Farm
labourers’ unions and poor peasants’ leagues in the countryside, and
urban trade union councils in particular, should periodically send
members who have a firm political stand to the Red Army in order
to strengthen and expand it. This applies all the more to guerrilla
and Red Guard activists who are experienced in struggle, as both
present and past experience has shown.

Second, there should be unconditional leadership by the Com-
munist Party.

This article, slightly abridged here, was first published in instalments in Nos. 2
and 3, July 1931, of the journal Combat, the organ of the Soviet Area Bureau of the
Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party.
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The Communist Party is the vanguard of the proletariat. Only
under its correct leadership can the Workers' and Peasants’ Red Army
fulfil its great historical task. The guerrilla war waged before the
emergence of the Red Army was also led by the Communist Party.
By adopting the correct tactics of carrying out the agrarian revolution
and winning over the masses, the Communist Party has gradually
transformed the guerrilla forces into the Red Army, which it is
expanding and strengthening step by step. It has begun to organize
large—scale revolutionary warfare in order to put an end to the con-
stant fighting among warlords, spread the Soviet movement, establish
stable revolutionary base areas and set up a central government. Only
under the leadership of the Communist Party can the Red Army
determinedly fulfil this great and difficult task by correctly co-ordinat—
ing all the revolutionary forces in the country, acquiring a true
understanding of the relationship between the world revolution and
the Chinese revolution and working out a successful strategy.

The liquidationists® claim that the agrarian revolution owes its
development to the peasants’ leadership over the proletarians, that
1s, the leadership of those in the countryside over those in the cities.
They even vilify the Red Army as “a gang of bandits and gangsters”
that will soon be eliminated. They simply deny that the Red Army
was established and has grown under the direct leadership of the
Chinese Communist Party, and that it is being further strengthened
and expanded with the deepening of the agrarian revolution and the
support of the poor rural masses. If the Kuomintang and the im-
perialists have realized that the Red Army is a great revolutionary
armed force born under the direct leadership of the Communist Party,
we, from our own class standpoint, should be all the more clear about
this. We must ensure that the military command in the Red Army,
and particularly political training and the system of political commis—
sars, be under the undivided leadership of the Communist Party.

The vanguard of the proletariat — that is, the Communist Party —
exercises its leadership in the Red Army through the Army’s political
commissars and political departments. The political departments,
directed by political commissars, are part of our Soviet political
apparatus and implement the Party’s political line and discipline in
the Red Army. Thus the work of Party organizations in the Red
Army should be directed by the political commissars and political
departments. It is clearly stipulated in the No. 1 directive issued to
the Red Army by the Central Committee of the Chinese Communist
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Party that political commissars in the Red Army are representatives
of the central Soviet regime and of the Party, and that they therefore
bear the same responsibilities as military commanders for strengthening
discipline, raising political consciousness and increasing combat effec—
tiveness among the troops. The Party and Youth League organiza—-
tions have as their main tasks the raising of the political consciousness
of the Red fighters and of the masses, and the strengthening of the
army’s combat effectiveness and discipline. Because the political
commissars bear overall responsibility for the army, they also bear
responsibility for the Party organizations.

We can set up an effective system of political commissars in the
Red Army and ensure correct Party leadership only by following the
above—-mentioned directive. Further, the Party should pay great heed
at all levels to the selection of political commissars. They should be
the most loyal, brave and firm Communists, with a high level of class
consciousness; the best cadres of worker origin should be trained to
serve as political commissars. Only by doing these things can we
consolidate the correct leadership of the Party in the Red Army and
build the Red Army into one of iron strength.

Third, importance should be attached to political training.

The fundamental difference between the Red Army’'s political
training and that of the bourgeois army lies in the fact that the Red
Army opposes the bourgeois practice of turning political training into
a means of blurring class consciousness or into fine-sounding but empty
phrases that transcend class. In the Red Army, political training is
aimed at awakening and raising the proletarian consciousness of com—
manders and fighters so that they will be aware of their own interests,
apply themselves to the political tasks of their own class and fight
resolutely against the enemy, thus achieving the goal of destroving the
enemy and liberating their own class. If we are to forge an invincible
Red Army, we should first of all make the commanders and fighters
fully believe in the leadership of the Communist Party: they should
be made to understand that the Communist Party is duty-bound to
guide the alliance of the workers and peasants, that the proletariat
has to play the leading role in the revolution, that the class nature
of the revolutionary war is the liberation of the workers, peasants and
other labouring people throughout the country, and that their active
fulfilment of the tasks in the war is for the purpose of achieving
overall victory: they should be made to understand that the masses
possess great strength and that the Red Army must keep close ties
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with them; they should also be made to understand that complete
victory in the present stage of the Chinese revolution depends on the
co-ordination of the revolutionary efforts in four respects: expansion
of the Red Army, and insurrections by the workers, by the peasants
and by the soldiers. Above all, they should keep abreast of current
developments in the Chinese revolution and be clear about its prospects
and the current upswing in the Chinese and world revolutions. They
should realize that political and economic tension and panic in the
enemy camp as a whole are favourable to the Chinese revolution,
and they should be fully convinced that the Red Army under the
leadership of the Communist Party can defeat the counter—-revolu-
tionary Kuomintang and imperialism, which are now on the decline.

To acquire such a firm political belief is to grasp an invisible and
invincible weapon and to lay the spiritual foundation for forging an
invincible Red Armyv. When we have done this, we can overcome
any difficulty in the course of the revolution, survive any fierce struggle
and grow more courageous with each battle until we achieve final
victory.

Fourth, there must be advanced military techniques.

Technology advances day by day. assuming an increasingly im-
portant role in warfare and requiring more sophisticated training.
Moreover, developments in technology require changes in general
tactics.

China, although it is technologically backward, began employing
advanced military techniques more than hall a century ago. Tactics
learned from the Japanese and Germans have been applied for almost
as long. It is true that for now the tactics and techniques employed by
the Chinese warlords lag far behind those of the imperialists, but with
the latter constantly giving military supplies and assistance to the
former, the war in China has gradually been modernized. New weap-—
ons are being introduced from different countries and are becoming
more and more sophisticated. It is, therefore, imperative for the
Red Army to develop tactics superior to the enemy’s and to learn to
use new weapons so that we can wield them as soon as they are cap-
tured from the enemy.

In the course of protracted guerrilla warfare, the Chinese Red
Army has gained a lot of tactical experience. [t particularly learned
a good deal in mountain combat in south China, and it developed a
vigorous offensive spirit. But as the scale of the modern revolutionary
war grows, it 1s no longer enough to charge forward bravely, and the



FORGE AN INVINCIBLE RED ARMY 15

current level of our fighting experience is inadequate to meet objective
needs. We must, therefore, make a special effort to speed up the
development of tactics. We must prepare to fight on a nationwide
scale and to fight directly against the imperialists. Actually, the Red
Army has exchanged fire with the imperialists’ cannons and planes on
many occasions at Longzhou and Changsha and along the middle
reaches of the Changjiang River.’

The decision of the Revolutionary Military Commission of the
Party Central Committee to change the organizational structure of the
Red Army has strengthened its combat effectiveness. In the new edi-
tion of the Red Army manual, all formalistic contents have been re-—
moved and emphasis has been put on attacks on field fortifications.
This has been done to meet the needs arising from the expansion of
the revolution and to herald the development of tactics and techniques
for an invincible Red Army.

Fifth, there must be voluntary observance of strict discipline.

The Red Army’s code of discipline accords with the class interests,
the interests of the revolution and the overall needs of the revolu-
tionary struggle. Discipline in the Red Army applies equally to both
commanders and soldiers. This i1s entirely different from discipline in
the White army, which is meant solely to oppress the soldiers. In the
Red Army, discipline is definitely not maintained by beating and
swearing. [t is established on the basis of proletarian unity and is
voluntarily observed through mutual supervision and encouragement
in the spirit of self-criticism and education. In struggles against the
enemy, the Red Army men not only act in unison but also share
the same determination: they do not jeopardize the interests of their
class and the revolution, but struggle for them and even are prepared
to lay down their lives for them.

By fostering and heightening the spirit of conscientiously observing
discipline, we turn the loyalty, courage and sense of discipline of in-—
dividual commanders and fighters into universal qualities throughout
the army. The Red Army will be iron-strong if its discipline is con-—
scientiously observed.

Sixth, there must be centralized command and unified training.

The Red Army is a special organization of the Soviet political
power. It must not only fulfil the tasks of the workers’ and peasants’
democratic revolution but also serve as the mainstay in the building
and safeguarding of socialism. [t must fight not only the troops of
the domestic warlords but also those of the imperialists, which are
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armed with the most modern weapons and are better organized. The
Red Army must, therefore, greatly improve its own organizational
structure so as to adapt itself to the new circumstances under which it
has to fight. We must institute unified training and centralized com-
mand. All actions taken by the Red Army should be as concentrated
as possible in order to wipe out the armed forces of its class enemy.
But here | would like to re-emphasize that the Red Army’'s combat
effectiveness hinges not only on military techniques but mainly on its
class consciousness and its political influence — on mobilizing the
broad masses of workers and peasants to destroy the enemy troops.

Finally, I would like to emphasize that the forging of an invincible
Red Army involves a process of struggle. It i1s now more necessary
than ever for us to review and systematize the experience gained in
the past period of the Red Army’'s struggle and, in accordance with
the needs outlined above, build and expand an iron—-strong Red Army
and accomplish its great historical task.



THE GREAT VICTORY AND LESSONS
OF THE HUANGBEI AND DONGBEI
CAMPAIGNS

May 28, 1933

1. The campaigns.

The deployments of the enemy’s “suppression” force were as
follows:

Adopting the strategic principle of fighting on exterior lines and
launching concerted attack by converging columns, commander—in—chief
Chen Cheng was to direct his central route army (consisting of ten divi—
sions in three columns) to encircle Lichuan, Jianning and Taining, cen-—
tring around Fuzhou, and intercept us.

His plan of operations:

The s5th, 6th, gth and 79th Divisions under Zhao Guantao, com-
mander of the 3rd Column, marched on Lichuan from Jinxi for a
frontal attack to block the Red Armyv’s main force in the Jianning-—
Lichuan area.

The 14th, 10th and goth Divisions under Wu Qiwei, commander
of the 2nd Column, set out for Kangdu from Nancheng and Nanfeng
to mount a flank attack on Lichuan, Jianning and Taining and cut off
our retreat.

The uth, 52nd and s59th Divisions under Luo Zhuoying, commander
of the 1st Column, pushed on to Ningdu and Guangchang from Yi-
huang and Le’an to prevent our main force from retreating and to

In February and March 1935, the First Front Army of the Red Army under
the command of Comrades Zhu De and Zhou Enlai defeated three enemy divisions
in Huangbei and Dongbei of eastern Jiangxi by concentrating a superior force to
destroy the enemy forces piecemeal in mobile warfare. In this article Comrade
Zhu De summarized the experiences and lessons of these operations which broke
the Kuomintang’'s fourth “encirclement and suppression” campaign against the
Central Revolutionary Base Area. Here are six of its eight sections.

17



18 ZHU DE

penetrate deep into the Central Soviet Area' to attack us from the
rear.

The enemy devised this plan after we occupied Lichuan, Jianning
and Taining and extended the Soviet area. The enemy thought an
attack by converging columns on the new Soviet area would be the
most advantageous.

This plan remained unchanged after our main force’s attack on
Nanfeng from Lichuan. After we abandoned our encirclement of Nan-—
feng,' the nth Red Army crossed the river at Xinfengjie to reach Li-
chuan. Its task was to pin down the enemy’s 3rd Column, confuse his
2nd Column and continue to draw his troops towards Kangdu. Mean-
while, our main force advanced west towards Guangchang and Luo-
kou. The enemy, unaware of our movements, kept to his original plan.

At this point, we ordered our main force to march west to attack
the three divisions of the enemy’s 1st Column. Since this column was
the most threatening to our army, we decided to push towards Dongbei
and Huangbei to engage it.

On February 27, our troops mounted a surprise attack on the s52nd
and s9th Divisions at Dengxiangiao, Moluozhang, Huovyuan and
Huangbei, scoring the unprecedented victory of wiping out the s52nd
Division and four regiments of the s5g9th and capturing two divisional
commanders.’

As a result, the enemy’s central route army had to change its plan
and transfer its 2nd and 3rd Columns to Yihuang as reinforcements.
These forces arrived in Yihuang only to find that our army had with—
drawn after its victory. The enemy then devised a new attack plan:

The three columns were regrouped into two and the strategy of
converging attacks was changed into one of successive attacks by the
two columns in an attempt to force a breakthrough in the middle.

Luo Zhuoving remained the 1st Column’s commander, directing the
nth, sth and gth Divisions as a rear column.

Wu Qiwei remained the 2nd Column’s commander, directing the
14th, 10th and goth Divisions as a front column.

The 79th Division was to defend Yihuang and the 6th Division
to defend Fuzhou. This would be done by sweeping down on Guang-
chang from Dongbel and Huangbei via Xinfengshi and Ganzhu.

The front and rear columns (consisting of six divisions) marched
in succession, stretching over a line so long it was the equivalent of a
three—day march. Failing to see this situation, the enemy attempted
to break through the Red Army ranks in the middle, seize Guangchang
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and make a political impact. Then he would order the left and right
forces from Fujian and Guangdong provinces, respectively, to advance
and converge on us.

Our plan was to smash the enemy’s forces one by one. With the
nth Red Army tving down his front column and inducing it to move
east, we were to allow the first four divisions to pass, then block the
two rear column divisions (the uth and the gth). On March 21, when
the enemy’s front unit had reached Ganzhu, 45 kilometres away from
the rear, and could not return to provide support, our forces at Dong-
bei, Caotaigang, Huangbaishan and Pilishan annihilated most of the
nth Division (with only one regiment left), part of the g9th and prac-
tically all the remaining troops of the sgth. On that night the re-
mainder of these divisions withdrew to Huanghbei, and the front
column withdrew to Nanfeng. We thus frustrated the enemy’s second
attack plan and won another victory in the Dongbei campaign.

2. Successful application of the Red Army’s main tactical prin-—
ciples — speed, secrecy and resoluteness.

After our forces withdrew from the encirclement of Nanfeng, the
nth Red Army moved east to confuse the enemy and reached its
destination on time. As expected, the enemy mistook this army for
our main force shifting east to Lichuan, when actually the main force
marched south, then turned west and also arrived at its destination
quickly. The enemy was unaware all along of our main force’s where-
abouts in the border area. The fact that several tens of thousands of
manoeuvring Red Army troops were able to launch a surprise attack
on the enemy indicates that secrecy was well maintained. This set a
precedent of a large army mounting a surprise attack. The Red sol-
diers fought even more resolutely than before. They charged repeated-
ly at the Kuomintang forces with great courage until, after a dozen
hand-to-hand battles, they took the highest enemy-occupied ridge.
Here we have a superb example of Red Army tactics defeating, with
comparative ease, enemy forces within a short time,

3. The guerrilla units, the independent divisions and regiments
and the civilian authorities all acted in successful co-ordination with
Red Army operations.

Our army has achieved much by focusing on guerrilla warfare. The
sth Independent Division was operating on a widening scale. The 4th
Independent Division and the independent regiments and smaller
guerrilla units at Yihuang, L.e’an, Yongfeng and the Nanfeng-Guang-
chang area were also rather active. They did a good job of destroying
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the enemy’s transport lines, bridges and supplies, and in confusing the
enemy and striking terror into his heart. Since the 2i1st Red Army
marched north, there has been much better co-ordination between the
guerrilla warfare and the operations of the Red Army’s main force.

The guerrilla units played an important role both before and after
the Dongbei and Huangbei campaigns. Many small guerrilla units
harassed the enemy’s s2nd and s9th Divisions from the front, rear and
flanks, as the two divisions moved out of L.Le’an. When our main force
launched an attack, these enemy units, which thought our operation
was simply another guerrilla harassment, were wiped out.

During these two campaigns, our guerrilla forces attacked from the
rear and both flanks, capturing many enemy troops, as well as many
rifles, guns, ammunition and automatic weapons. They rejoiced over
their victory which had struck terror into the enemy. After the cam-—
paigns, the enemy troops mistook the guerrilla units for the Red
Army’'s main force and repeatedly set up camps and dug entrenched
positions, reducing themselves to a state of utter exhaustion. All the
while, the guerrillas were becoming more active.

Sovietization of the captured localities and the military area was
done with some, though not very satisfactory, results. The masses
stood on our side. And once Dongbeil and Huangbei were occupied
by the Yihuang County’'s Soviet and Independent Regiment, no infor-—
mation leaked out, and no reactionary forces embarrassed the Red
Army in areas where decisive battles were fought. These were all
favourable conditions for our army.

4. Lack of independent initiative remained a problem.

During the Huangbel campaign, we ordered the main force to fight
its way from the left to the right in order to quickly finish off the
enemy’s 52nd and sgth Divisions, and then strike in the same direction
at enemy reinforcements arriving from Yihuang, namely, to wipe out
the nith Division under Xiao Qian. Qur instructions were clearly
stated. But what occurred was that, during the encounter with the
enemy on the 27th, our main force finished off part of the 5z2nd Divi—
sion and captured its commander. By 9 a.m. on the 28th the battle was
over. The one remaining regiment of the division withdrew to Dahua-
shan, only to find itself encircled by our 21st Army. At this time, if
part of our main force had swiftly launched a surprise attack on the
enemy on the right by making a detour from the rear of his right flank,
it would have been quite beneficial to us. Not only would the battle
against the enemy force on the right have been completely finished
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on the 28th, but we could have got the upper hand in meeting the
enemy’s 1th Division head-on on March 1. Regrettably, a unit of our
main force sent only some of its men to help finish off the enemy reg-
iment at Dahuashan, while the rest were assembled to await further
orders. Another unit of our main force did act promptly at its own
discretion to pursue the fleeing troops on the right, thus helping our
units there. But it returned to regroup without cleaning up the remain-—
ing enemy force — a regiment, a radio unit and the military supply
department of the s9th Division at Xiyuan. Because it took time to
travel back and forth, a good opportunity was allowed to slip away.

On March 1, when our front army had finished off the enemy’s
two divisions, his nth Division was arriving at Hekou to reinforce the
troops at Huovuan. This gave us an excellent opportunity to eliminate
this division. However, due to a lack of independent initiative, our
main force failed to move troops towards the right in advance. Mean-
time, the order for a general attack on the nth Division at 11 a.m.,
March 1, did not arrive until the afternoon, when it was already too
late. Because the reinforcements of the enemy’s 2nd and 3rd Columns
reached an area near IHekou on March 2, we could no longer spring
an attack and thus had to disengage from battle.

The lesson in this campaign is that, though we have recently made
progress in faithfully executing orders, our commanders at different
levels failed to make the best use of their own initiative and undertake
independent actions as expected by higher levels. Hence they did not
completely fulfil their mission.

Obeying orders and displaying independent initiative are not con-
tradictory. Functioning independently should never be mistaken for
disobeying orders. It is also inadvisable to execute orders mechanically
without exercising any independent initiative. Our combat manuals
and field service regulations stress time and again that the Red Army
must obey orders, but that it must also cultivate initiative and indepen-—
dently cope with specific situations. We must master this lesson if we
are to achieve complete victory.

During the Dongbei campaign there was a similar lack of initiative
and justifiable independent action. After the enemy’s nth Division
was routed and mostly disarmed, the remaining regiment of the 59th
Division was broken up by fleeing troops and partly disarmed. A
reinforcing regiment from the enemy’s gth Division had the same
problem and was later disarmed by us. While this threw the enemy
into utter panic and confusion, our front—line commanders failed to
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take the initiative to pursue, intercept and threaten the other parts of
the enemy’s retreating units. Even when the enemy troops were ma-
noeuvring with great difficulty during their retreat by night, our com-
manders did not harass them with fire—power or send troops to pursue
and defeat all of them. What a pity a good chance of beating the many
with the few was completely lost. This made it possible for the re-
mains of the enemy’s gth and uth Divisions to escape to Yihuang.

5. Communications were not fully reliable.

Forces fighting on mountainous terrain experienced communication
difficulties which we did not try to solve by making the best use of
the equipment available. For example, although great efforts had been
made to communicate by radio, the large numbers of telegrams to be
sent and powerful static disturbances made it difficult to transmit the
emergency orders on time. Since the transmitter-receiver was some
distance from headquarters and was sometimes on the move, the order
for the general attack on the enemy’s nth Division at 1 a.m., March
1, reached many of our units only in the afternoon. This delay was one
of the reasons for their failure to co-ordinate actions to defeat that
enemy division.

Recently we have communicated exclusively by radio and neglected
alternatives. This is extremely dangerous because radio often breaks
down and more often divulges secrets to the enemy.

Wired telephone is the most suitable means for commanding an
operation. But the communications departments at various levels
failed to install these devices on time, with the result that in the Dong-
bei and Huangbeil campaigns transmission of orders from headquarters
was often delaved. Flag signals, though rather useful on the moun-
tainous terrain, were not employed because of inadequate training in
their use.

Reports, orders and circulars, delivered by couriers, were seldom
in writing and seldom reached the receivers on time.

6. Negligence in clearing the battlefield and dealing with other
problems arising from battle.

Comrades charged with clearing the battlefield did not perform
their duty in a systematic way: They picked up what they thought
useful and ignored the rest, searched for light machine-guns and cast
aside heavy ones, and gathered new—model supplies and discarded
what they deemed outdated. Some even collected spare parts they
needed personally, disregarding damage caused to the entire machine.
We thus found some pieces of the captured equipment incomplete.
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During the Huangbei campaign our troops on the right flank left
uncollected some of the abandoned machine-guns, mortars and rifle
bullet casings. True, the enemy’s presence should be taken into account.
But, given prompt attention, all the matériel could have been collected.

The day after the conclusion of the Donghei campaign, various
units reported that they had cleared the battlefield. Yet, a large group
of people sent to the battlefield on the third day continued clearing for
a week and collected more than 50,000 kilogrammes of war matériel,
including rifles, carbines, pistols, Mausers, machine-guns and mortars,
as well as countless bullets and bullet casings.

Thus it can be seen that most of our comrades have not yvet realiz—
ed that captured weapons and other equipment are the major source
of supplies for the Red Army; and that we badly need even small
spare parts or bullet casings.

Prisoners were also handled improperly. Since large numbers of
prisoners were difficult to deal with all at once, the usual method was
to give them some money and let them go. During the victorious
Huangbeil campaign, paid for with blood, more than 10,000 enemy
troops were captured. All except some 3,000 were immediately re-
leased. Among those freed were many reactionary officers, including
some brigade and regiment commanders. What a loss to us! These
released captives were quickly reorganized and re—equipped by the
enemy and sent back in two or three months to fight the workers and
peasants. Qur way of handling prisoners actually helped the enemy.

Having learned from the Huangbei experience, we did not release
a single soldier or officer captured in the Dongbeil campaign. The
reactionary 1ith Division was effectively destroyed. Most of its
members were killed or wounded. Only a few fled. This made it
impossible for the enemy to reactivate the division. We should step
up our political work to induce prisoners to join the Red Army. Those
who don’t want to join should be transferred to other places and then
released. This method can be more effective politically and can dis—
rupt the enemy’s military organization more thoroughly.



SOME BASIC PRINCIPLES
CONCERNING TACTICS

1933

“Practice divorced from theory is like groping in the dark: theory
divorced from practice is purposeless theory.” This is the slogan of
the Soviet Union’s military academies, calling for the integration of
theory with practice. OQur Chinese Workers' and Peasants’ Red Army,
which emerged from the anti—imperialist, anti—feudal agrarian revolu-
tionary war, does indeed have a rich fund of practical experience but,
owing to the existing circumstances, it suffers from a general lack of
theoretical study. It shoulders the great task of carrying out the
agrarian revolution and the national liberation struggle, and of over—
throwing feudalism and establishing Soviet political power nation-—
wide." Now, in the midst of large—-scale offensives in the form of the
four “encirclement and suppression” campaigns’ launched against us
by the Kuomintang warlords at the instigation and with the support
of the imperialists, and on the eve of a direct confrontation between
the armed forces of the Chinese workers and peasants on the one hand
and the imperialists on the other, our Red Army needs more than ever
to improve its military capacity through practice and theoretical study.
Its commanders and political commissars, in particular, should set an
example in this respect. Proceeding from military theory and our prac-
tical experience in fighting, I would like to present some basic prin-—
ciples concerning tactics.

1. Red Army men should study and apply tactics from a ma-
terialist dialectical point of view. First of all, we should be aware
that things change and so do situations. Therefore, hard and fast rules
are impossible in commanding troops. Our battlefield decision depends

This article first appeared in Writings of the Red Batitlefield published by the
Chinese Workers’ and Peasants’ Red Army School in June 1933.
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on the specific task at hand, the enemy’s situation and the terrain.
Since all these change often, so must our decisions and, in particular,
our tactics. For instance, swift action is necessary to check the enemy
in an encounter, while for an attack on a defensive enemy, our tactics
should cover the following stages:! engaging the enemy, launching the
attack, and charging forward. “Drinking soup” and “gnawing at a
bone” (namely, attacking a weak enemy and a strong enemy), of
course, require different tactics.

2. Whether you are using large armies or small detachments in
your manoeuvres, yvou should choose the principal direction of assault
and concentrate vour maximum strength to engage the enemy in a de-
cisive battle. It will be sufficient to deploy containing forces in the
other directions, but you must actively attract the enemy’s attention
to vourselves to facilitate an assault in the principal direction. If vou
spread vour forces out evenly in an attempt to cover all directions,
yvou will not have the strength to hit out in any direction and vou may
even lose the battle altogether.

3. Generally speaking, strategy involves discovering the enemy’'s
main strength, whereas tactics involves discovering his weak points.
If yvou apply tactics by striking solely at his strong points, then his
weak points will turn into strong ones, too. And if this prevents vou
from winning a tactical victory, it will be difficult for vou to achieve
yvour strategic objective. It should be understood that total victory is
the aggregation of numerous small victories. If no effort 1s made to
win small victories, where will the big victory come from?

4. To co-ordinate the actions of large troop formations, it is
essential that each and every unit understand, when accepting an as—
signment, the essence of the superior’s decision and what role its own
task plays in carrying out that order. The deployved units should com-
municate with each other so as to co—ordinate their missions in execut-
ing the order. If the situation has changed and communications have
been severed, they should function independently according to the
superior’s order and local conditions, which should not be interpreted
as disobeying the superior’s order.

5. The main goals of reconnaissance are to determine the enemy’s
precise situation and the terrain and to provide the commander with
the relevant information so that he can issue appropriate orders. Com-—
manders at various levels, therefore, should conduct reconnaissance in
keeping with their particular missions. But only a limited amount of
information can be gathered, and even less during battle. A com-—
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mander must not hesitate or give up a good opportunity because of
inadequate reconnaissance. Often he must go among the outpost
troops to get information more promptly so that he can make a quick
decision and give timely orders.

6. When several paralleled columns operate together on moun-
tainous terrain where paths are few and narrow and, moreover, do
not run parallel to each other, they have to march in a long line and
move very slowly. This will make it difficult for them to support each
other by co—ordinated action, and especially to change the direction of
the march. If an inferior army engaging a superior one on such moun-
tainous terrain is well aware of the above features and operates secret-
ly and quickly to wipe out the enemy forces piecemeal, and if it con-—
centrates a superior force in a proper place and time for a decisive,
lightning assault against the enemy columns — if it can do all this, the
enemy forces will surely find it difficult to manoeuvre or get effective
reinforcements. If our forces are caught in a pincer attack or encircled
by several enemy columns and want to launch an assault against one
of these columns, they should seek a wide interior arc where they can
manoeuvre easily, and take advantage of a strategically important
terrain to pin down the other columns. Otherwise it would be more
advantageous to attack the exposed wing and rear of a single enemy
column.



A LETTER TO CHEN JITANG' ON
THE QUESTION OF RESISTING
JAPANESE AGGRESSION AND
OPPOSING CHIANG KAI-SHEK

September 1934

Dear Mr. Bonan:

Your envoy Mr. Li has come and told me your intention. In recent
yvears, Japanese imperialist aggression has intensified, while the traitors
Chiang Kai—-shek and Wang Jingweil have become increasingly open
and shameless in their treachery. A vast portion of north China has
already been lost to Japan, and the southeastern half of our motherland
is in danger. No upright Chinese can shirk the urgent task of resisting
Japan and saving the nation. There is no way out except to conduct
a war of national revolution, and the prerequisite for victory in
such a war 1s the uprooting of the Chinese traitors and collabora-
tors. Over the past vears, | and the hundreds of thousands of Red
Army men have been fighting hard for the sole purpose of achieving
the complete liberation of the Chinese nation, the restoration of its
territorial integrity and the emancipation of the masses of workers
and peasants. My comrades and | are deeply aware that to attain
this objective we must fight jointly with other armed forces in China.
Two years ago, the Chinese Soviet Government declared’ that the
Red Army was ready to make an agreement on joint operations

During the operations against the Kuomintang’s fifth campaign to “encircle
and suppress’ the Central Revolutionary Base Area. Comrade Zhu De and Zhou
Enlal opened cease—fire talks with Chen Jitang aimed at forming a united front
against Japan and Chiang Kai-shek. Comrade Zhu De sent this letter in the
course of these talks which created favourable conditions for the Central Red Army
to break through, at the initial stage of its Long March, the first blockade of the
Kuomintang army.
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against Japan with any unit which would stop attacking the Soviet
areas, give democratic rights to the people and arm them. Un-
fortunately, apart from Jiang Guangnai and Cai Tingkai,” who last
winter reached a preliminary agreement with the Red Army to fight
jointly against Japan, in the past two years the Red Army has
been the only force fighting Japan and opposing Chiang Kai—-shek.
Furthermore, there are quite a number of troops who are waiting for
an opportunity to make an attempt on our rear and flanks. Recently
you and yvour unit have declared the intention of collaborating with us
in opposing Chiang Kai—shek and resisting Japan, an intention which
my comrades and I naturally welcome. The situation, however, has
become increasingly critical as the Japanese invaders are now prepar—
ing to have a try at south China, while Chiang Kai—-shek is bending
his knees before Japan, expanding his fascist organizations, contracting
loans to purchase planes, and rushing reinforcements to Fujian and
Jiangxi provinces. If we do not take quick action, not only will it be
hard to preserve the temporary peace in Guangdong and Guangxi
provinces, but the subjugation of the whole nation will not be far off.
Therefore, the Red Army has decided to wage a decisive battle in
October to smash Chiang Kai-shek’s fifth campaign.”” By that time
the vanguard detachment of our anti-Japanese troops' will have closed
in on the city of Hangzhou, and our forces in Sichuan will have crossed
the provincial border and be advancing eastwards to threaten Wuhan;
the unit under Comrade He Long'’ and the units operating in Hunan
will co—ordinate their action against the enemy forces there, while our
main force, taking advantage of the enemy’s panic, will deal with the
troops under Chiang’s direct control and fight a decisive battle to wipe
them out. If your unit could then launch an attack on Zhangzhou and
Longyan from Shanghang and Yongding, strike the front and rear of
Jiang Dingwen’s troops' and then advance directly on Fuzhou while
another unit makes a direct raid on Hengvang and Changsha from
southern Hunan, then the traitor Chiang Kai—-shek will find it hard to
escape his doom. The task is urgent and any delay will make it too
late. The battle in Fujian should serve as a warning to us."” With a
view to ensuring the speedy accomplishment of this task, | venture to
put forward the following proposals, in accordance with the main ideas
contained in our government declaration about two years ago:

1. Both sides should stop fighting and draw a demarcation line
running along the river from Ganzhou to Xinfeng and Longnan, then
passing through Anyuan, Xunwu and Wuping. The above cities, and



LETTER TO CHEN JITANG 29

such suburbs as are within a ive—kilometre radius of them, will all be
under your jurisdiction. I hope yvou will instruct your troops beyond
this line to move against Chiang.

2. Free trade between our two sides should be immediately
restored.

3. In areas it controls at present as well as in the future, your
army should ensure freedom of the press, speech, assembly and associa—
tion, release all anti—Japanese and other revolutionary political pris—
oners, and make genuine efforts to arm the people,.

4. Immediately start a political campaign against Chiang Kai-
shek’s treachery and his fascist conspiracy, and make serious prepara-—
tions for military action against Japan and Chiang Kai—-shek.

5. We would be grateful if you would purchase arms and ammu-
nition on our behalf and make speedy delivery through Menling.”’

If vou approve of these proposals, I hope that vou will make prep-
arations to carry them out and that yvou will authorize and send a
representative to Ruijin'® to discuss the plan of operations with us. In
these few days T will send someone over to Divisional Commander
Huang's'” headquarters at Menling to negotiate the matter at your con-
venience. To facilitate communications and contact, I hope we can
agree on some special code, radio signals and wavelength and have
the telephone lines between Huichang and Menling connected. As [
am writing this letter in a hurry, I cannot go into more detail. I hope
vou will consider this matter and favour me with an early reply.

With best wishes.

Yours truly,
Zhu De



TELEGRAMS CONCERNING THE
CAMPAIGN INVOLVING FOUR
CROSSINGS OF THE
CHISHUI RIVER

January-April 1935

[. PLAN OF OPERATIONS FOR THE FIRST CROSSING
OF THE CHISHUTI RIVER

03:00 Hours, January 29, 1935

1. The enemy troops we were fighting yesterday (the 28th)
are Sichuan troops including three regiments of the Guo Xunqi
brigade and three regiments of the Pan Zuo brigade. The bri-
gade under Liao"” has arrived at the Xishui River, whereas the brigade
under Mu'' has not. The last two brigades will probably draw close
to the two brigades led by Guo and Pan. The brigade under Zhang,”
in the area of the Chishui River, reached a point 2.5 kilometres from
Hulunao yesterday. The brigade under Da’' is pressing close to Bing-
tan, while Fan Ziying's brigade is reportedly moving from Xuyong to
Gulin. The brigade under Liu” is marching from Luzhou to Dashimu.

2. QOur field armies are scheduled to disengage the enemy before
dawn today (the 29th), cross the Chishui River and march west to the
south of Gulin.

In January 1935, the Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party held
an enlarged meeting of its Political Bureau in Zunyi, Guizhou Province, which
established Comrade Mao Zedong's leadership in both the Red Army and the Cen-
tral Committee. After the Zunyi Meeting, the Red Army, under the command
of Comrade Mao Zedong, with the assistance of Zhu De and other comrades, con-
ducted the campaign involving four crossings of the Chishui River. Highly flexible
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3. The division of labour among the various units, the routes they
are to take and their operations today (the 29th) will be as follows:

a. The 1st Army Group,” the gth Army Group,” the second and
third echelons under the Military Commission and the Senior Cadres
Unit of the Cadres Regiment” will be under Lin's” command, con-
stituting the right column. Crossing the river at Yuanhou, this column
will advance towards the south of Gulin by way of Huangniying and
post guards according to the specific situation. However, the gth Army
Group must maintain, till the night of the 29th, security measures at
Chuanfeng'ao and keep an eye on the enemy in the direction of the
Chishui River.

b. The first echelon under the direct command of the Military
Commission, the Cadres Regiment and the sth Division, which last
will remain under the command of Peng and Yang,”, will constitute
the central column. This column will cross the river by the pontoon
bridge downstream from Tucheng and then advance by way of Jiao—
zitou, Sanjiaotang and Touchangba. When the withdrawal starts, the
4th and sth Divisions will jointly dispatch a considerable force to cover
the advance of the central and left columns, which have to cross the
Chishui River by 12:00 hours today at the latest.

c. The sth Army Group,” the related units under the direct com-
mand of the 3rd Army Group,” and the 4th Division will constitute
the left column, which will be under the command of Peng and Yang.
Crossing the river over the pontoon bridge upstream from Tucheng, it
will march on Taipingdu via Touchangba. The 4th Division will dis-—
patch one battalion to provide cover as soon as the withdrawal begins.

4. All these columns marching westwards will turn towards the
southeast of Gulin at a point close to the bank of the Chishui.

5. After the columns have crossed the river, the rear guards of
the 1st and 3rd Army Groups will be responsible for the destruction of
the pontoon bridges.

6. While on the march, the columns should investigate the route
leading to the south of Gulin, and report.

mobile warfare enabled the Red Army to move, at a crucial juncture of the Long
March, from a passive position to one from which it could take the initiative.
Comrade Zhu De was then Chairman of the Revolutionary Military Commission
of the Central Committee as well as Commander—-in—-Chief of the Workers’ and
Peasants’ Red Army. [lere are nine of the telegrams he sent to the field com-
manders during this campaign,
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[I. ORDERING THE 15T AND 3RD ARMY GROUPS
TO MOVE CLOSE TO ZHAXI

o1:00 Hours, February 6, 1935

1. The Military Commission is now considering the feasibility of
crossing the Changjiang River, given the current enemy situation and
the difficulty of crossing the Jinsha and Dadu. If this is judged unfeas-—
ible, our field armies will stay on in the Sichuan-Yunnan border area
to carry on the fighting and create a new Soviet area.'

2. Therefore, the destination of our 1st and 3rd Army Groups for
today (the 6th) should be close to Zhaxi. The most suitable location
would be a point between Changning and Zhaxi, and the area north-
west of Zhaxi (i.e., southwest of Changning). This would make it easy
to assemble troops quickly and facilitate manoeuvrability.

3. Please wire the Military Commission promptly, giving your
opinion, yvour destination for today and its distance from Zhaxi and
Changning.

[IT. ORDERING THE VARIOUS ARMY GROUPS TO CROSS
THE CHISHUI RIVER IN GOOD TIME AND PUSH FOR-
WARD ON THE RIVER’S EAST BANK

20:00 Hours, February 11, 1935

1. The current enemy situation is as follows:

a. Most of the enemy’s pursuing troops from Sichuan are concen-
trated along the Gaoxian—Gongxian—-Changning line and the area to its
south. Of them, the two brigades under Da and Yuan®’ arrived in
Gaoxian County on the 1oth; Liu's brigade has left Gongxian for
Yunlian: the two brigades under Fan and Zhang are now at Gongxian:
Zhang's brigade is going to advance towards Anbian. The main force
of Pan's brigade is at Changning, while the rest of it is at Xingwen.
(Guo's brigade was at Luobiao on the 1oth; Liao’s brigade (minus one
regiment) is at Luohai. Both are moving in the direction of Wang-
chang. Mu's brigade is marching towards Pingshan. Jiang's brigade”
is being deployed along the Tantou—Anbian line. Another two more
brigades (the 2nd and the 3rd) were first at Yongning, but their pres-—
ent whereabouts are unknown.
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b. The enemy brigade from Yunnan under An” is building de-
fensive works at Dawanzi, and the main force of Lu's brigade” may
reach there today. Gong's brigade” arrived at Bijie yvesterday and is
likely to continue its advance towards Dawanzi.

c. The three enemy divisions of Guizhou under the command of
e, Bai and Hou” seem to have stayved on the right bank of the Chi-
shui, but their locations are not clear.

d. Enemy Xue's” “pursuit and suppression” unit, about two reg-—
iments, 1s moving from Erdu to Xuvong. There are signs that two
divisions under Zhou'™ will be concentrated at Qianxi on the 12th and
march on Xuyong by way of Bijie. The two enemy divisions under
Wu™ seem to be at Qianxi and Dading. The location of the rest of
the enemy troops is not clear. Based on the above information, we
can assume that almost all the Sichuan pursuers are moving westwards,
that the Yunnan troops are trying to block our way into Yunnan Prov-
ince, that the Guizhou troops have not yet joined the “pursuit and
suppression” campaign, and that Xue's troops are not moving fast in
pursuit.

2. Being prepared to engage the Guizhou forces under Wang
Jialie” and Zhou Hunyuan and to try to move towards the east bank
of the Chishui River, our field armies have decided to march on Gulin
and the area south of it, and try to cross the river in good time. During
our advance, we should be ready to encounter Xue's “pursuit and sup-
pression” detachment and to capture the city of Gulin when conditions
make that feasible.

3. With this objective in view, our plan will be as follows:

a. The 3rd Army Group should immediately reconnoitre the road
conditions, distances and inhabitants along the path of our advance
from Fenshuiling via Zhandi towards Gulin, as well as the enemy
situation in the direction of Yongning.

b. The 1st Army Group should arrive at Fenshuiling and the area
to the east tomorrow (the 12th), and then reconnoitre the road for ad-
vance towards Yingpanshan and [Huilongchang.

c. The 5th and 9th Army Groups should build road and put up
bridges for the advance on Yangmasi by way of Shixiangzi and Moni.

d. The column under the Military Commission plans to march
between the 1st Army Group and the sth and gth Army Groups.

4. As for tomorrow’'s movements, we will send you another
telegram.
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IV. PLAN OF OPERATIONS FOR THE SECOND CROSSING
OF THE CHISHUI RIVER

20:00 Hours, February 15, 1935

1. With the main objective of crossing the Chishui River and
marching east to wipe out the Guizhou forces under Wang Jialie, our
field armies have decided to cross the river in the Lintan-Taipingdu-
Shunjiangchang sector and then to march separately towards the
Tongzi area to annihilate the Guizhou enemy coming from Tongzi to
Tucheng, or move directly to Tongzi to attack and destroy him.

2. In keeping with the above objective, we have decided to march
on the Tongzi area in three columns: First, the right column (i.e.,
the 3rd Army Group) will move from Huilongchang via Yatiechang to
Shunjiangchang up Taipingdu and cross the river there. After the
crossing, it will march to Tongzi by way of Huilongchang and Jiang-
chang (on the right bank of the Chishui River). Second, the central
column (i.e., the column under the Military Commission and the sth
and gth Army Groups) will move from Baisha to Taipingdu by way
of Yacha and Yucha. After crossing the river, it will choose its route
on the east bank according to circumstances. Third, the left column
(i.e., the 1st Army Group) will move from Songlin via Baisha, Guo-
changba, Zhenlongshan and Shijiakou to Yuelaichang and Lintan.
After crossing the river there, it will capture Tucheng when there is
an opportunity and then make a detour to Tongzi by way of Dong-
huangdian, Wenshui and Xinzhan.

3. Actions of various army groups for tomorrow (the 16th):

a. The 3rd Army Group will assemble near Huilongchang for rest
and post guards along the road to Gulin.

b. The 1st Army Group will advance to the Guochanghba-Xinzhai
area by way of Baisha and Huilongchang and post guards along the
road to Gulin.

c. The sth and 9th Army Groups will each move from their
present locations to the Baisha area and post guards along the road to
Gulin and Yongning and along the route by which our units will come.

4. We will lead the units directly under the Military Commission
to Baisha for rest tomorrow.

5. FEach army group should report by telegraph how far it has
advanced.
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Hereafter the Military Commission will issue orders for the day-to-
day implementation of the above plan.

V. INSTRUCTING THE 9TH ARMY GROUP TO CALL
A MASS MEETING TO CELEBRATE VICTORY

12:30 Hours, March 1, 1935

1. In five days our field armies’ main forces have taken Tongzi
and Zunyi, routing eight regiments under Wang Jialie, wiping out Wu
Qiwei's two divisions, seizing more than 2,000 rifles and capturing
about 3,000 enemy troops. As a result, we have opened up a new pros-—
pect in northern Guizhou and created more favourable conditions for
the establishment of a new Soviet area in the Yunnan-Guizhou-Sichuan
border area, so that the enemy forces that surround us will think twice
before advancing.

2. Hope vou will put up as many notices as possible of this
triumphant news in and around the city of Tongzi and ask the revolu-
tionary committee there to hold a mass rally to celebrate the victory.
This will extend the Red Army’'s influence and raise the people’s
courage and determination to resist, as well as increase panic among
the enemy reinforcements.

VI. PLAN OF OPERATIONS FOR THE THIRD CROSSING
OF THE CHISHUI RIVER

18:00 Hours, March 16, 1935

1. The enemy situation will be telegraphed separately.

2. We have decided that all our field armies will cross to the west
bank of the Chishul River near Maotal between the night of the 16th
and noon of the 17th, and seek opportunities for new manoeuvres
there.

3. The different army groups will take action for crossing the
river today and tomorrow as follows:

a. At 17:00 hours today the Cadres Regiment will dig in in the
Maotal sector to cover the crossing. It will first send a battalion across
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the river to the west bank to wait for the arrival of the Military Com-
mission and cover its action. Chen and Song” will be the commander
and political commissar, respectively, for the entire army during the
crossing. When the sth Army Group arrives, the Cadres Regiment will
turn over to it the task of directing the crossing and providing cover.
The crossing will be completed between o04:00 and os5:00 hours
tomorrow morning. After crossing the river, our units will move 10
kilometres west, take cover for rest to the west of the Military Com-
mission, posting guards on the road west.

b. The 1st Army Group should finish its crossing between 1800
and 2200 hours today. After crossing the river, it should proceed 15
kilometres northwest in the direction of Hetaoba and take a rest under
cover, posting guards to the northwest and along the road to Erlang-
tan.

c. The Military Commission should complete its crossing between
22:00 and 24'00 hours today. After crossing, it should move 7.5 kilo-
metres westwards and rest under cover, assigning one battalion of the
Cadres Regiment to post guards to the west.

d. The 3rd Army Group should complete its crossing between
24:00 hours today and o4:o0o hours tomorrow. After crossing, it should
move 15 kilometres southwest and rest under cover, posting guards to
the southwest.

e. The s5th Army Group should complete its crossing between
05:00 and o7:00 hours tomorrow. While advancing to Maotai for the
crossing, it will keep one battalion and a scout company in the vicinity
of Lianglukou and Yanjinhe, posting guards on the route to Guanyin-—
chang until the gth Army Group has passed Lianglukou. Then the two
units will rejoin their army group. The sth Army Group should take
over the job of covering the crossing from the Cadres Regiment before
04:00 hours tomorrow and, once the gth Army Group has crossed,
destroy the means of crossing at all ferry points and guard the west
bank.

f. The 9th Army Group should complete its crossing between
09:00 and mn:oo hours tomorrow, march five kilometres west and take
a resl under cover.

4. In accordance with the deadlines set above, all the army groups
should calculate when they are to set out from their present positions,
so that they can reach the vicinity of Maotai 30 minutes before the
hxed time for crossing, and send their chiefs of staff to the commander
in charge of the crossing to receive instructions.
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5. Each army group should report to the Military Commission by
telegraph the place they have reached after the crossing.

6. The Military Commission, under my command, is to arrive at
Maotai at 21:30 hours today (the two companies of the gth Army
Group under Regimental Commander Hong' are moving along with
us).

VII.  PLAN OF OPERATIONS FOR THE FOURTH CROSSING
OF THE CHISHUI RIVER

17:00 Hours, March 20, 1935

1. We expect that the enemy troops under Guo, who are in hot
pursuit of us, will co—ordinate their action with the Sichuan troops at
Xuyong and Gulin and the Yunnan troops at Bijie and in Chishui
Township, who want to intercept us. This will not be favourable for
our advance west.

2. QOur field armies have decided to turn east secretly, deter—
minedly and swiftly and to take the enemy by surprise. They must
cross the Chishui River to the east bank in the Erlangtan—-Lintan sector
on the night of the 21st so as to be able to manoeuvre.

3. For these reasons, the movements of our various army groups
today (the 2o0th) and tomorrow will be as follows:

a. The sth Army Group will try to contain the enemy troops
under Guo and draw them to Gulin to gain more time for us to cross
the river. Its rear communication line will proceed from Lianghekou to
Taipingdu via Dacun and Yudonggou. The sth Army Group must hold
the enemy east of Dacun tomorrow (the 21st) until nightfall, then
march quickly to Yudonggou and Taipingdu and cross the river on
the morning of the 22nd. The routes and ferries for the army groups
follow:

b. The g9th Army Group will take the Hetaoba road and make its
crossing at Erlangtan.

c. The Military Commission column will march by way of Yu-
donggou and make its crossing at Jiuxikou.

d. The 3rd Army Group will march by way of Yucha, Shijiakou
and Zoumaba and make its crossing at Taipingdu.

e. The 1st Army Group will march by way of Shijiakou and
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Zoumaba and make its crossing at Lintan: part of its men will cross
at Taipingdu before the 3rd Army Group arrives.

4. Upon receiving this order, each of the army groups mentioned
in items (b) through (e) should send an advance force to the point of
crossing, with all its sappers and a radio set. Their main forces should
cross to the east bank of the river and post guards along the road in
the direction from which the enemy is likely to come. The bridges
must be built between 12:00 and 16:00 hours tomorrow (the 21st), and
the main forces should complete their crossing tomorrow night. The
main forces of the 1st Army Group, however, must move quickly so
as not to get in the way of the 3rd Army Group. The advance regiment
of the 1st Army Group at Taipingdu will co-ordinate its movements
with those of the advance regiment of the 3rd Army Group when the
latter arrives.

5. In order to confuse the enemy troops from Sichuan and Yun-
nan, the main force of the 1st Army Group should keep one regiment
at Zhenlongshan. This regiment will send men to harass the enemy at
Gulin with guerrilla actions to give the false impression that our main
forces are moving west. After completing its task, and before noon
tomorrow, the regiment will join the main force of the 1st Army Group
on the march and cross the river at Taipingdu tomorrow night.

6. After crossing the river, each army group will be responsible
for destroying the bridge it has used, except for the one at Taipingdu,
which will be turned over to the sth Army Group for use and destruc-—
tion.

7. I am to lead the Military Commission to Yudonggou tonight,
reaching Jiuxikou by noon tomorrow.

VIII. INSTRUCTIONS TO THE 9TH ARMY GROUP ON OUR
ARMY’'S MARCHING SOUTH TO CROSS THE WUJIANG
RIVER AND CARRY OUT NEW MANOEUVRES

March 28, 1935

1. The enemy situation will be telegraphed separately.

2. Tomorrow (the 2g9th), our 1st and 3rd Army Groups will con—
tinue to advance south and try to gain control of the Wujiang River
for new manoeuvres. Before noon tomorrow, the sth Army Group at
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Xinglongchang will engage the enemy troops and pin them down at
Fengxiangba to cover our southward advance.

3. The tasks for the g9th Army Group tomorrow (the 29th) will
remain the same as stated in the order issued at 24:00 hours on the
27th.” However, it must display slogans on red paper along the road
northwest of Mazongling and burn firewood by the roadside to simu-
late smoke from cooking stoves. At the same time it should spread
rumours and create the false impression that the main forces of our
army want to lure the enemy into a trap to the north and wipe him
out. This will enable our main forces to move south swiftly and
secretly.

4. The Military Commission will arrive at Shatu tomorrow.

[X. INSTRUCTIONS TO THE IS8T ARMY GROUP ON OUR
ARMY’S DECISION TO ADVANCE SOUTH ALONG A
ROUTE BETWEEN GUIYANG AND LONGLI

18:00 Hours, April 7, 1935

1. We have learned that the Yunnan enemy has reached Guiding
and will advance to Yangchang to carry out a “suppression” campaign.

2. As our field armies have decided to march south along a route
between Guivang and Longli, we ask that you promptly reconnoitre
the road leading from Laobaxiang and Liujiazhuang through Ximahe,
Labang, Geshui, Gaobu and Longli to Maruochang, the road through
Guanyvinshan to Wangguan, Bimengchang and Jimingbu and the other
roads running parallel to these, and estimate their distance. This will
facilitate the march on the 8th of the 1st Army Group and the Military
Commission column along these routes.

3. The security force you have sent to Shuiwei, Dumuhe and
Hongyanhe may make a gesture of putting up bridges as if for a cross-—
ing to the east tonight (the 7th). It should post guards on the flanks
and rear and then march on with the rear guard of the 1st Army
Group.

4. The advance division of the 3rd Army Group should prepare
to set out at o3:oo hours tomorrow and make a feigned attack on
Longli.



NOTICE OF THE CHINESE WORKERS'
AND PEASANTS’ RED ARMY"

May 1935

The mission of the Chinese Workers’ and Peasants’ Red Army is
to emancipate the weak, minority nationalities. All the common people
of the Yi and Han nationalities are as near to each other as blood
brothers. But the hateful Sichuan warlords ruthlessly oppress the Yi
people; they kill indiscriminately and impose exorbitant taxes and
levies. The Red Army troops are making their Long March, smashing
enemy resistance wherever they go. Now they have come to western
Sichuan. They respect the customs of the Yi people. They observe
strict discipline; They won't take a single grain or a single piece of
thread from the people: they pay a fair price for the grain they buy,
making full payment in cash. I hope all the Yi people will quickly
unite, without doubt or fear, and fight together to drive out the war-
lords. We favour setting up a government of the Yi people so that they
can govern their own affairs, win genuine equality and freedom, and
no longer be bullied and insulted by others. I hope you will work hard
to publicize all this, making it known to the people of western Sichuan.

Zhu De
Commander—in—Chief of
the Red Army

+# This is a prose translation of the notice which was issued in verse. — Tr.
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ON ANTI-JAPANESE GUERRILLA WAR

1938

GENERAL THEORY

Section 1

Importance of Guerrilla Warfare to the Self-Defence War
Against Japanese Aggression

. DEFINITION OF THE ANTI-JAPANESE GUERRILLA WAR
— POPULAR OR MILITTIA WAR AGAINST JAPAN

Anti—Japanese guerrilla war i1s a new term on the lips of people
across China. Many are discussing and studying it, and publishing
houses have printed numerous books on the topic. A great number of
patriots and national heroes have been carrying out anti—Japanese
guerrilla war, such as the Northeastern People’s Revolutionary Armyv™
and the Northeastern Volunteers." Anti-Japanese guerrilla war has
spread widely in northwestern Shanxi Province, in the Shanxi—-Hebei—
Qahar area, and in the provinces of Shandong, Hebei and Suiyuan,” as
well as in the outskirts of Shanghai. This tells us that it is necessary to
conduct a serious theoretical study of this particular war.

One of Comrade Zhu De’s writings in the early period of the War of Resistance
Against Japan (1957-45), parts of which were published in instalments in early 1938
in the weekly, Frontline, of the General Headquarters of the Eighth Route Army.
A separate edition of the writing was published by the Liberation Press, Yan'an, in
November the same vear. The whole book contained three chapters subdivided
into 17 sections. Here are its first chapter and the first two sections of its third
chapter.

41
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How could the anti—Japanese guerrilla war break out spontaneously
and extensively? What is its essence? What is its correct definition?

Facts have shown that nobody could wilfully create such a war.
Nor is there any force that can wipe it out. It is a product of the times.
How Do Guerrillas Operate? published by the Soviet Union savs, “A
guerrilla force is a small irregular armed detachment that operates in
the rear of an enemy who occupies a certain area. . . . In any war,
the people, or a certain class of the people, have full reason to bitterly
hate the enemy that occupies their territory. Therefore, war rouses
the people to guerrilla activities.” In the specific circumstances of
China today, the anti-Japanese guerrilla war is triggered by Japanese
imperialist aggression. The people in an area occupied by the Japanese
invaders are unwilling to be slaves of a foreign power. Armed or
unarmed, militarily trained or untrained, they go into action in or
around the enemy’s rear, or where the enemy is about to invade. The
local anti—Japanese government or army may also systematically send
regular troops to act as guerrillas and to organize the people for
guerrilla warfare. Ilence the anti-Japanese guerrilla detachments
which consist of people from different walks of life and enjoy the sup-
port of all compatriots. The birth and growth of every detachment is
an epic story, heroic and moving.

Thus the anti-Japanese guerrilla war came about under the specific
historical conditions of the Japanese imperialist invasion of Chinese
territory. In essence, it is the highest and most extensive form of resis—
tance that our compatriots unwilling to be slaves of a foreign power
adopt for their own survival. It is spear—headed against Japanese im-—
perialism.

The definition of anti—Japanese guerrilla war, therefore, should be:
a popular or militia war against Japanese aggression. It 1s different
from any other guerrilla war because it is anti—Japanese: it is different
from war waged by regular troops because it is launched by the masses
or the militia.

At the same time, there is no unbridgeahble gulf between anti-Japa-
nese guerrilla war and regular anti—-Japanese war. On the one hand,
when an anti—-Japanese guerrilla unit has grown strong or when several
guerrilla units join forces, they can fight on a considerable scale. On
the other, so long as a regular army keeps in close contact with civilians
and enjoys their sympathy and support, it can send small or even large
units to wage guerrilla warfare.

The anti—-Japanese guerrilla war is part of the War of Resistance
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Against Japan. It is a form of it and constitutes a stage in its develop-
ment.

It deserves the sympathy and support of all our compatriots and
all people who uphold justice. Operating in the enemy’s rear, the anti—-
Japanese guerrillas have numerous difficulties, some of them having to
fight the powerful enemy almost bare—handed. They win honour and
dignity for our nation. All our compatriots should admire the hard-
hghting anti—Japanese guerrillas, help them and encourage them.

We mentioned above that the anti-Japanese guerrilla war is a
popular or militia war against Japanese aggression. Now we wish to
list several incorrect views regarding such a war.

First, some people consider it a mystery. I have read a book that
explains guerrilla war with examples of battles commanded by Zhuge
Liang, a statesman and strategist in the Period of the Three Kingdoms
(220-280). According to this author, the anti-Japanese guerrilla war
seems to be an invention of some military genius like Zhuge Liang,
not a popular movement. Such a conclusion betrays his ignorance of
the subject. The anti-Japanese guerrilla war 1s absolutely not the secret
of any talented strategist. Nor 1s it an unfathomable mystery. It is,
In essence, a mass movement against Japanese aggression, a highest
form of the anti—Japanese mass struggle. Without the masses. there
could never be an anti—Japanese guerrilla war. Its sole secret lies in
its being a mass movement, an armed self-defence struggle by the
masses against the Japanese invaders.

Second, some people equate the anti—-Japanese guerrilla warfare
with peasant guerrilla warfare in Chinese history, or compare it to
certain campaigns planned by such talented strategists as Zhuge
Liang. There is some ground for that because the rebellious nature
and some combat principles of our present—day anti—-Japanese guerrilla
war (such as making a feint to the east but attacking in the west, and
staying clear of the enemy’s main force, and striking at his weak points)
are similar to those of many guerrilla wars in the historical past. But
there 1s a great difference: guerrilla wars in the old days were fought
with swords and spears, whereas today we have poorly—-armed
guerrillas fighting Japanese invaders armed with modern weapons.
Thus, the anti-Japanese guerrillas primarily should draw experience
and lessons from modern guerrilla wars, the Franco—-Prussian War of
1870," the Russian civil war following the October Revolution,” and
the Chinese civil war of the recent decade. They should study their
positive and negative experiences in the context of new circumstances
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and adapt them to the nationwide resistance to Japanese aggression.

Third, some people regard the anti-Japanese guerrilla war as iden-—
tical to the guerrilla warfare during the civil war of the past 10 vears.
They have some grounds for this because: (1) the growing anti-Japa-
nese guerrilla war has indeed drawn much valuable experience from
guerrilla warfare in the past decade: and (2) a number of the cadres
conducting today’'s anti-Japanese guerrilla war have in fact been
trained in the guerrilla war of the past 10 vears. This view is not,
however, completely correct. It contains a gross error. Its exponents
fail to understand that the sole enemy in the current anti—Japanese
guerrilla war is Japanese imperialism, which is a great difference from
the previous guerrilla war. They also overlook the fact that previous
guerrilla war did not enjoy the sympathy of the entire nation, that the
guerrillas then consisted of workers and peasants only. In contrast,
the present anti—Japanese guerrillas have gained the sympathy and
support of all classes in China, and, although most of them are still
workers and peasants, they include people from all social strata who
refuse to be slaves of a foreign power. The anti—Japanese guerrillas
are a product of the anti—-Japanese national united front. They are
armed forces that strive for the unity of all compatriots to defeat the
Japanese invaders, not the same armed forces that fought for the
Soviets' and agrarian revolution in the past. It is very important to
understand the difference between the present anti—Japanese guerrillas
and the guerrillas of the past.

Since the anti—-Japanese guerrilla war is a mass movement, it can
break out anywhere, with or without the help of the regular army.
Because the anti—Japanese guerrillas are made up of people of all
strata and strive to advance the interests of all of them, they can enlist
the support and assistance of the entire nation and, as a result, they
can spread their activities extensively.

2. THE ROLE OF THE ANTI-JAPANESE GUERRILLA WAR

The anti-Japanese guerrilla war is part of the War of Resistance
Against Japan as a whole, and an indispensable part at that. It is
one of the major factors contributing to a final victory in the anti-
Japanese war.

Everybody knows that the guerrillas alone cannot bring the na-
tional self-defence war against Japan to final victory. To achieve
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this, we must have a modern, regular national revolutionary army as
the main force, an army of several million, which 1s politically strong,
under unified command and well-equipped.

However, our national self-defence war against Japan 1s one in
which a weak country is resisting aggression by a strong imperialist
power. Since China is inferior in military technology, it depends pri—
marily on political justice and an inexhaustible source of manpower
to defeat the Japanese imperialist aggressors. That is why the anti—
Japanese guerrilla war, a popular or militia war, has become an indis—
pensable part of our self-defence war against Japan and one of the
major factors for its final victory.

Let us cite some historical events to prove the importance of de-
veloping the anti-Japanese guerrilla war. During the Fatherland
War of 1812 in Russia,” Russian guerrilla units jointly organized by
peasants and small groups of regular troops or by the peasants alone
completely disrupted the rear service of the French army and nearly
starved the entire force to death. In the 1870 Franco-Prussian War,
the German army occupied a large part of France. There were armed
French volunteers known as “francs-tireurs” who were not part of
the regular forces but who dealt heavy blows at the German army’s
rear and its independent detachments. During the civil war following
the October Revolution in Russia, Red guerrillas operating in the
Ural Mountains of Siberia and in the rear of General Denikin" and
the Polish army” not only frequently disrupted or stopped the rear
service of the enemy but time and again overcame his attacks. They
even wiped out the fleeing troops of the retreating White generals.
To engage these Red guerrillas, Admiral Kolchak,” General Denikin
and the Polish and Japanese armies then invading the Soviet Repub-
lic had to move crack troops from the front line, weakening their
advance forces. In China, 10 vears of civil guerrilla war brought
forth a regular army, the Eighth Route Army.” The People’s Revolu-
tionary Army and the Volunteers in northeast China, tens of thousands
strong, often hold down hundreds of thousands of the Japanese and
puppet troops, so that the Japanese and puppet rule there cannot be
consolidated. As a result, the Japanese find it hard, and sometimes
even impossible, to plunder the local resources.

What are the specific functions of the anti—Japanese guerrilla war?

First, the anti—-Japanese guerrilla detachments are a popular anti—
Japanese school. The guerrillas are the armed advocates and organ-—
izers of the anti—Japanese national united front. The guerrilla detach-



16 ZHU DE

ments were born and have been growing as part of the mass anti-
Japanese struggle. They are groups of national herces and noble-
minded patriots, who train themselves in practice. The guerrillas and
the people are as inseparable as fish and water. If the guerrillas are
divorced from the masses and fail to enlist their support, they can
never move in and around the enemy’s rear, and will sooner or later
be wiped out. Therefore, for their own existence and growth, the
anti—Japanese guerrillas must become advocates and organizers of the
anti—Japanese national united front, mobilizing and uniting with the
broad masses for defending the country against the Japanese aggres—
sors. In doing this, they help educate the masses and turn them
into anti—-Japanese fighters, performing an invaluable service and
adding immense strength to the anti—-Japanese national united front.

Second, the anti—-Japanese guerrilla war can recover part of the
occupied territory and maintain popular morale there. The war breaks
out and grows in and around the enemy’s rear, where there are no
regular Chinese troops or at least no main force of the Chinese army,
where the territory is or will possibly be occupied by the enemy, where
there are no Chinese government bodies or only those whose existence
is in jeopardy, and where the enemy has rigged up puppet regimes or
intends to do so. In such areas, the outbreak and growth of guerrilla
war, the launching of guerrilla operations and the establishment of
guerrilla bases make it possible for the local populace to see the glor-—
ious banner of their motherland again, to restore their own govern-
ment and arouse their national consciousness. This imbues the popu-—
lace with confidence, strengthens them, and thereby prepares a founda-
tion for people in such areas to see the light of day once again.

Third, the anti—Japanese guerrilla war can prevent the Japanese
invaders from obtaining manpower and other resources in occupied
territories and using them in their attempt to conquer China. Japanese
imperialism is vicious but has feet of clay. It lacks its own resources
and has a small population. As soon as it occupies a part of China’s
territory, it wants to tap local manpower and other resources and
monopolize the market in order to eventually seize all of China and
even Asia. A widespread anti—Japanese guerrilla war will dispel this
pipedream of the Japanese aggressors. The more extensive the anti—
Japanese guerrilla war becomes, the harder it is for the enemy to ex-
ploit the human and material resources in the occupied terirtory and
monopolize the market to commit further aggression. The enemy or-—
ganizes a traitorous Chinese puppet regime to help maintain Japanese
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rule in the occupied territory, but the puppets fear the spreading guer-
rilla warfare. The anti—Japanese guerrilla war thus helps deal a fatal
blow to Japanese imperialism. The importance of the guerrillas can—
not be underestimated.

Fourth, the anti-Japanese guerrillas can co-ordinate their opera-
tions with the regular army. Expanding guerrilla warfare saps the
enemy s morale, thus helping the regular Chinese forces. Regular
troops carrying out mobile warfare depend almost primarily on the
spread of guerrilla warfare to win victory because the guerrillas can
help cover their movements, reconnoitre enemy positions, mislead and
harass enemy troops, pin down enemy reinforcements during an opera-
tion, or create other opportunities for the regular troops to attack
and win. Guerrillas can also aid our regular garrison troops at strategic
points by cutting off the enemy’s rear lines so as to prevent him from
obtaining reinforcements and replenishment of ammunition or food
supplies, and by launching surprise attacks on his depots. As a result,
the enemys mechanized force is weakened, his rear areas suffer casual-
ties and losses even heavier than the front line, and he has to employ
as large a force in the rear as at the front to maintain communications.
This creates a difficult dilemma for the enemy. An example of such
co-ordination was the Xinkou Battle.” Generally speaking, because
China i1s weaker than Japan, it 1s unusual for Chinese garrison troops,
equipped as they are at present, to put up stubborn resistance and
defeat the enemy by themselves. The co-ordination of positional
warfare, mobile warfare and guerrilla warfare is essential to defeat
the enemy. Every outstanding strategist should pay serious attention
to this principle.

Fifth, the anti—Japanese guerrilla war can train fine reserve troops
and corps for the regular army. It is an anti—-Japanese school for
the people, and a school of anti—-Japanese armed struggle for them
in particular. Thousands upon thousands of sons and daughters of
the Chinese nation, most courageous and staunch, full of vigour and
national consciousness, are being trained in guerrilla warfare. They
fight almost bare—-handed in the most difficult of circumstances, not
for personal power or material gain, but for the survival of the whole
nation. However vicious the enemy 1s, he can never shake their
determination. Indeed, their spirit would shake heaven and earth
and move the deities. This school can train indomitable fighters,
outstanding commanders and political workers. Such arduously trained
graduates will doubtless be fully competent once they are used to
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replenish the National Revolutionary Army or form new army corps.
The anti—-Japanese guerrillas are a source of fresh strength for the
regular army’'s war against the Japanese aggressors.

In summing up, we can see that developing extensive anti—Japanese
guerrilla war is a vital goal for righteous Chinese. We sincerely hope
that the government and other circles will take concrete, energetic
measures to aid, commend, encourage and promote the widespread
development of anti—Japanese guerrilla warfare.

3. AGAINST SLANDERING THE ANTI-JAPANESE GUERRILLA WAR

Although, as [ have said above, the anti-Japanese guerrilla war
1s vitally important, it is misunderstood by some people. In par—
ticular, traitors, Trotskyites and pro—-Japanese elements try by any
means they can to slander it.

Having failed in his other plots, the Trotskyite Zhang Mutao is
now trying to patch together his own “guerrilla detachment” by en-
listing bandits and duping peasants with ultra—Left slogans into joining
it. is detachment will be a traitorous armed unit at the service of
the Japanese invaders. Some Trotskyites are helping the Japanese
organize special detachments in Xuzhou. Others, like Ye Qing, vilify
the anti-Japanese guerrillas as “bandits”. The Trotskyites exaggerate
things in order to scare people and create fear and ill-feeling towards
the guerrillas in the past civil war. They have, indeed, succeeded in
fooling some people who thus begin to misunderstand the true nature
of the anti—Japanese guerrilla war.

And, of course, there are a few selfish persons who organize guer-—
rilla units not for the national interest, but for their personal gain
and advancement, or to deceptively secure commissions. Once these
units are set up, the guerrillas in them can do nothing to harm the
enemy but much to disturb local civilians, and they are naturally
doomed to failure. These persons do not truly organize, but only
disrupt, the anti—Japanese guerrilla effort.

There are many well-intentioned people who have certain
misgivings about the anti—Japanese guerrillas because the composition
of the guerrilla units is too diverse and includes a number of bad ele-
ments. We acknowledge that the guerrillas have certain persons of
undesirable social background, and that if they are allowed to assume
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leadership, our cause will be ruined. On the other hand, we should
understand that it is difficult to prevent some undesirables from
joining anti—Japanese guerrilla units in the rising tide of national
resistance to Japanese aggression. What we must do is to remould,
guide and educate them, so that they can turn over a new leaf and
become soldiers striving for the national cause. The presence of
such people should not make us close our eyes to the bright prospects
of the anti—Japanese guerrillas or to the tremendous role of the anti-
Japanese guerrilla war in the national self-defence war against Jap—
anese aggression.

Section 11

Essential Elements of the Anti—Japanese Guerrilla War

No war is possible without these five essential elements: politics,
economics, personnel, arms, and communications (including the factor
of terrain). Concrete strategy and tactics should be worked out ac-—
cording to the specific conditions of these five elements and the
relative strengths of the enemy forces and our own. Guerrilla warfare
1s no exception, either. Advocates of the theory that weapons alone
decide the outcome of war make a fundamental mistake in seeing
only the element of arms and neglecting the other four.

There is an opinion deriving from a purely military approach,
which says that guerrilla warfare is nothing more than deft and flexible
tactics. That is wrong. As in other warfare, the [ive elements
mentioned above must be fully and properly developed in guerrilla
warfare. Since the guerrillas are particularly weak in some of them
(such as incomplete and inferior arms and economic difficulties), they
should try to make better use of all ive, so that they can utilize their
own advantages to make up for their own disadvantages and defeat
the enemy. There is an outstanding difference between guerrilla
warfare and other warfare: In guerrilla warfare, politics is the primary
element. This is because the anti-Japanese guerrilla war is essentially
a political war. Let us now discuss how guerrilla warfare should
properly employ each of the five essential elements.
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1. POLITICAL WARFARE

There 1s a political aspect to every war, otherwise there would be
no war at all. Japanese imperialism is using a modern army to in-—
vade China, which is equipped with inferior arms. Advocates of
the theory that weapons alone decide the outcome of war would say
that the Japanese imperialist aggressors should be able to conquer and
enslave China without waging any political warfare. But the Japa-
nese are not behaving in this way. They have assiduously advanced
the aggressive theory that “Japan has a population surplus”. Everyone
knows this. The Japanese imperialists also have made every effort
to buy Chinese traitors and Trotskyites for sowing dissension, to “use
the Chinese to control China” for Japan’'s sake, to play on some
Chinese’s excessive fear of Japan, and to flaunt the slogans “Coexist
ence and co-prosperity”, “For peace in East Asia”, “Suppress com-
munism and annihilate the Kuomintang”, etc. Everyone knows this
too. Anyone who has read Giichi Tanaka’s memorial to the throne™
and Takayoshi Matsumuro's secret report” knows that the Japanese
aggressors have never neglected to employ the political element even
though they have modern arms. They have never hesitated to try
subjugating China politically in the past, nor do they do so today.
They have never stopped seeking a way to divide the Chinese nation,
to use the Chinese to control China for Japan’'s sake.

The importance the Japanese aggressors attach to political warfare
[ar outmatches the counter—-measures of certain Chinese stalesmen.
For these statesmen think that to triumph over the Japanese it is
not necessary to carry out extensive propaganda and education in
self-defence against Japanese aggression.

Hence a clear conclusion: We must recognize the importance of
the political element in war. Every statesman and every anti—Japanese
soldier, every conscientious member of the Chinese nation, should
contribute all they can to anti—Japanese political warfare. They should
strive to expose the enemy’s aggressive policies and his plot to divide
the Chinese nation and use the Chinese to control China for his own
benefit. They should make efforts to strengthen and broaden the
anti—-Japanese national united front. Considering that China is weaker
than Japan and that we are waging a progressive, revolutionary war,
we must pay even more attention to political warfare.

If the anti—Japanese guerrillas, in particular, fail to bring their
political weapon into full play and wield only swords and spears
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against enemy aircraft and tanks, they will surely be wiped out. They
must skilfully and correctly employ their political weapon and rec—
ognize it as their most valuable armament. They should understand
that, although political warfare is invisible, it i1s as important as
capturing a great many enemy rifles and artillery pieces — even more
S0.

The first important point in political warfare is to consolidate the
guerrillas, to rid them of incorrect ideas and bad habits, so they can
achieve rock-firm unity, capable of weathering any storm and never
falling apart. The anti—Japanese guerrillas can never unite themselves
if they seek only official promotion and money, extravagant food and
drink, or personal glory. Only by having a single political purpose
of defending the Chinese nation and by devoting their lives to the
cause of final victory in the anti—Japanese war of national self-defence
can the guerrillas weld themselves into strong detachments and execute
orders as one man. Those who are selfish, who indulge in grumbling
or factional activities, or seek promotion and riches cannot measure
up to the glorious title of anti—Japanese guerrilla.

The second point in political warfare i1s to regard the masses as a
fortress and to unite them with the guerrillas. There is no future
for the anti—Japanese guerrillas who cannot unite the civilians, safe-
guard their interests and enlist their firm support. The relationship
between the anti—Japanese guerrillas and the civilians is like that
between fish and water: Just as the fish rely on water to live and
grow, so the guerrillas rely on the civilians to exist and expand. Fish
cannot live without water. Neither can the anti—Japanese guerrillas
live without the masses. The anti—Japanese guerrillas grow among the
masses. Even guerrillas sent by the regular army should make the
local civilians regard them as their own troops and understand that
both share a common lot. Only thus can the guerrillas survive and
flourish.

The anti—Japanese national united front i1s the nucleus around
which the masses are united. The Japanese aggressors have robbed
China of half its territory. The whole nation is in danger of subju-
gation. In face of imminent disaster, all Chinese people must unite
to fight their greatest foe and not harbour past enmities or grudges
among themselves, no matter how strong, even those involving the
death of one’s parents. They should work together with one heart
for their common interests, on the principle, “Resistance to Japan is
above all; every effort is for resistance to Japan.” There is no alterna—
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tive. Not only should they forget past enmities; they should brush
aside fear of the future as well. The problem today is whether or
not China can survive. At this critical moment, unity means survival;
division means subjugation. Only those who are prepared to be
slaves of a foreign power fear the broadening and consolidation of
the united front and the mobilization of the masses, and work instead
for personal riches and honour, for their own private interests.

The most important thing in uniting with the masses is for the
anti—Japanese guerrillas to display strict political discipline. They
must not take even a single needle or piece of thread from their com-
patriots. They must pay close attention to the following eight points:
Carry out propaganda among the civilians wherever they go: clean
the places where they stay: return everything they borrow; pay for
anything they damage: pay fairly for what they buy: speak politely;
refrain from relieving themselves in improper places; and respect
local customs.

The third point in political warfare is to bring about the disin-
tegration of the enemy forces. We should know that the rank and
file and some of the officers in the invading Japanese army, the puppet
Mongolian and Manchurian troops and the “peace preservation corps”
are unwilling to die for the Japanese conquest of China. They are
either homesick or have the motherland in their minds. The anti-
Japanese guerrillas should devise various ways — such as distributing
leaflets among enemy troops, shouting propaganda at them in their
own language, and establishing contacts with relatives and friends in
the puppet armies — to expose the enemy’s deceitful political propa—
ganda and explain that the Japanese invasion of China does no good,
only harm, to them. The guerrillas should help them understand
that they are assisting the Japanese warlords — their own enemy — to
fight their own friends; that it 1s politically vital for us to wage a
self-defence war against Japan: that we bear them no enmity: that
they would suffer even if they won: and that only by practising rev-
olutionary defeatism — turning their guns against the Japanese
warlords and the Chinese traitors — can they emancipate themselves.
All this will make them refuse to oppose our anti—-Japanese self-defence
war and even become sympathetic towards it; and will make them
hate and even defy the vicious and brutal Japanese warlords who have
launched this aggressive war, as well as the Chinese traitors.

The guerrillas should also get in touch with the worker—peasant
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movement and anti—war movement in Japan and its colonies, so that
both sides can help each other,

The anti—-Japanese guerrillas should alwayvs bear in mind that
it 1s impossible to defeat the powerful enemy if they ignore or give
up political work and depend solely on crude, primitive weapons.
This will make it impossible for them to survive and grow. We
should, therefore, give primary importance to political warfare, an
essential element in the anti—-Japanese guerrilla war, so that every
guerrilla can energetically carry out political work. We should turn
every guerrilla into an advocate and organizer of the anti—Japanese
national united front, and into a national hero ready to devote his
life to the cause of his country. We hope that some of them will make
outstanding, talented statesmen. All this is our extremely impor—
tant task.

2. ECONOMIC WARFARE

We have said that the primary factor in anti-Japanese guerrilla
war 1s politics, and that we should make a great effort to bring it
into play. But we do not suggest that politics is everything in guer-—
rilla warfare. No. We must keep the four other essential elements
in mind. Let us now discuss the second one, economics, as the basis
of politics.

One need only read Tanaka's memorial to the throne to know
that, in invading China, the Japanese aggressors aim at seizing China's
economic lifelines and its inexhaustible resources. On the one hand,
these would enable the Japanese financial magnates to carry out
wanton exploitation in order to overcome their economic crisis. On
the other, they also need China’s resources in their plot to seize the
whole of Asia and conquer the whole world.

At present, the Japanese aggressors have occupied the four
northeastern provinces’ and the main parts of the five northern prov-
inces,” as well as the richly-endowed areas in Jiangsu, Zhejiang and
Anhui provinces. By covetously seizing these places, they want to
(1) energetically extort riches from our local compatriots to overcome
their economic crisis, (2) tap local resources to cover the military
expenses of invading and occupying all China, and (3) weaken China's
economic strength so that it cannot continue to fight and will have to
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surrender. In the course of the war, the Japanese invaders have
alwayvs seized our grain, arms and other military supplies (especially
petrol) to strengthen themselves and weaken us.

Since the September 18th Incident,” China has lost the four
northeastern provinces and eastern Hebei and northern Qahar prov-
inces without engaging the enemy. The losses in natural resources
amount to an enormous sum in three of the four provinces in the
northeast alone. It is a pity that such tremendous resources and a
market covering more than 30 million people have fallen intact into
the hands of the Japanese invaders who can thus use them as an
economic weapon in continuing their aggression. Fortunately our
compatriots in northeast China have organized tens of thousands of
people’s revolutionary troops and volunteers, who prevent the invaders
from safely exploiting the local resources and markets. To maintain
“public order” in northeast China, Japan has to post a massive army
and use large numbers of effectives there, and every month spend
hundreds of millions of yen as military expenses. In the half vear
from the September 18th Incident to March 1932, it cost the Japanese
army little more than 30 million yven to occupy northeast China. It
has had to spend much more to deal with the guerrillas in the
northeast. Between the September 18th Incident and March 1937, its
military spending there amounted to billions of yen.

Since the Lugougiao Incident,” China’s central government has
decided to mount a resistance against the Japanese aggressors.
Although China has since suffered heavy economic losses, Japan has
lost more than it has gained. Japan has spent soo million yen per
month to cover military expenses for invading China. This monthly
sum is over a dozen times the military spending for its six—-month war
to seize the entire northeast of China after the September 18th Incident.
In the provinces of Jiangsu, Zhejiang and Shandong, in particular,
the central government has pursued a “scorched earth policy” to
destroy all the important industries in areas about to be occupied by
the enemy. As a result, Japan not only failed to obtain vital Chinese
industries, but suffered direct losses amounting to zoo million yen in
Shandong alone. This was a heavy blow to crippled Japanese im-
perialism.

After occupying the major part of north China and the rich areas
in Jiangsu, Zhejiang and Anhui provinces, the Japanese aggressors
pressed the Chinese traitors and pro-Japanese elements to launch a
“peace movement” calling on civilians to “live and work in peace and
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contentment”. This “peace movement’ is mainly aimed at gaining
a respite to exploit and plunder north China’s economy. Although the
Japanese invaders have suffered heavy losses in seizing north China,
they believe they can conquer all of the country if they can maintain
“peace” and tap the rich local resources in the north to buttress their
national strength. China’'s supreme military and government authori-
ties flatly rejected such a “peace” and decided to resist aggression
to the end. They published a manifesto to the Chinese people on
December 16, 1937, which has enjoyed wide support across the coun-
try. Chinese everywhere can now see clearly that we not only should
prevent the Japanese invaders from getting an opportunity to “exploit
north China”, but should completely destroy any industries and other
property we have left intact in the enemy—-occupied areas, so that they
become useless. It is impossible to achieve this without developing
anti—Japanese guerrilla war extensively in and around the enemy’s
rear.

Experience from Spain tells us that it is both possible and nec-
essary to build a national defence in the midst of war. Spain’s
economic situation is not much better than ours. But it has built its
own national defence industry, turning out modern arms such as
aircraft, artillery and tanks, enough for waging war against the Ger-
mans, the Italians and the Franco rebels. To defeat the Japanese
invaders, the Chinese nation should construct a war industry as Spain
has done. So we must first slow the enemy’s advance. Extensive
anti—Japanese guerrilla war will certainly play its part in delaying this
advance and help us gain time to build a national defence industry.

In this economic aspect, the anti—-Japanese war is aimed at draining
the enemy’s resources brought from Japan, destroying or seizing the
greatest possible amount of enemy motor vehicles and ammunition,
and wrecking his communications and service installations, etc. The
Japanese aggressors are dependent on highly mechanized arms in their
attempt to defeat China. But the more mechanized the troops, the
more they must rely on rear-line services. Otherwise, they would
run short of petrol, shells, etc., and not only fail to utilize their power
but themselves become a burden to the army as a whole. All our
civilian resources (such as grain, drinking water, fuels, kitchen ranges
and implements) that can be of any use to the enemy should be stored
away or moved to other places if possible. The anti—-Japanese guer-—
rillas must mobilize the people to fight unyieldingly and hide all useful
things before the advancing enemy in order to wear him down and
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mire him in hardships. Unable to seize over anything to reinforce
his front-line troops, the enemy will gradually lose men, horses and
matériel, so that he cannot wage war for long.

Operating in the enemy’s rear, the anti-Japanese guerrillas should
also urge civilians to boycott Japanese goods and prevent direct tax
collection by the enemy.

We have discussed the part the anti—-Japanese guerrilla war can
play on the economic side. Now let us touch on the economic prob-
lems of the guerrillas themselves.

The best way for the anti—-Japanese guerrillas to sustain a pro-—
tracted war is to obtain ample provisions and reserves by disrupting
the enemy’s economy, or to obtain frequent aid {rom our government
and people. But it is hard to do the latter in the guerrilla areas.
They, therefore, should be ready to persevere under tryving conditions,
without outside assistance. They must depend on the following prin-
ciples to sustain their effort economically:

First, confiscate Japanese property in the guerrilla areas and seize
the invaders’ supplies and equipment, including grain and other things.

Second, confiscate the property of the Chinese traitors and collab-
orators.

Third, seek economic aid from local civilians. Because the anti-
Japanese guerrillas fight for the interests of the entire Chinese nation,
they can get support and aid frem all compatriots (except traitors and
Trotskyites). Even poor people voluntarily supply the guerrillas with
provisions. Sometimes they would rather feed the guerrillas than
satisly their own half-starved stomachs, or provide the guerrillas with
warm clothing rather than keep themselves warm. Rich people are
also ready to help the guerrillas. It is not unusual for a wealthy family
to donate hundreds of dan (one dan equals 50 kilogrammes) of food
grain to the anti—-Japanese guerrillas, for they would rather provide
help to them than be robbed by the Japanese invaders. In northeast
China, quite a number of people forced to be puppet officials have
secretly aided the guerrillas. The guerrillas should carry out the
policy of the anti—Japanese national united front so as to win admira-
tion and support from all compatriots.

Fourth, be frugal and be prepared to lead a hard life. The anti-
Japanese guerrillas are fighting for national emancipation, for the de—
fence of their homeland, for their nation and their compatriots. They
have to persevere in their struggle even when they are half-starved.
Guerrilla leaders should explain this clearly to every fighter, and they
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should set examples themselves. All guerrillas should oppose corrup-—
tion and waste, and officers should live like the ordinary soldiers, truly
sharing weal and woe with them. The willingness of officers to lead
a hard life 1s particularly important for the anti-Japanese guerrillas,
often becoming a main factor affecting their future.

3. PERSONNEL

Every war involves the question of manpower, as regards both the
quality and quantity of personnel. The quality of personnel is deter—
mined by political and physical factors.

Political quality is related to combat effectiveness and operational
methods. Physical quality is also directly related to combat effective-
ness.

Under the specific circumstances of the Japanese invasion, ours
is a national war of self-defence, which coincides with the interests of
the Chinese soldiers. Hence the patriotism, enthusiasm, devotion and
initiative of our fighters, who refuse to become slaves of a foreign
power. As a result of all this, our troops can achieve outstanding
combat effectiveness. These objective conditions explain why our
soldiers can hght the enemy on their own, using remarkable initiative,
and why the anti-Japanese guerrilla war has mushroomed. Subjec—
tively, we should do effective political work to ensure and improve
the political quality of our troops. Political quality 1s related to
physical quality. Although our troops are physically inferior to the
Japanese, and although the cultural and technical level of our com-—
manders and men are also lower, they enjoy a high political quality
that spurs them on to improve their cultural level and their military
capability.

Quantity, however, 1s the most important factor with regard to
personnel in the anti—Japanese war of national self-defence. China
has a population of 450 million, one-quarter that of the whole world,
or more than seven times that of Japan. Every member of this popula-
tion 1s useful particularly because the war is being conducted on Chi-
nese territory. That is the main reason why China can triumph. The
kev to a protracted war and final victory lies in our ability to unite
this immense population and bring it into full play.

How should we unite and employ such an inexhaustible force?
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We will not discuss how to mobilize the masses behind our own front
line because that is not within the scope of this book. (We only raise
this question here.) It is the task of the anti-Japanese guerrillas to
arouse and organize the masses in the enemy’s rear to carry out the
War of Resistance there.

All our compatriots must be aware that half of our population
remains in the enemy’s rear areas. The enemy there is extorting and
exploiting the people, killing them and raping their womenfolk. He
is also drafting voung men there into puppet troops and “peace pre-
servation corps’, making them reserves or cannon fodder for the con-
tinuing invasion of China. He even collects Chinese children and ships
them to Japan to bring them up and then force them to invade their
own motherland. This is truly an extremely vicious plot: using the
Chinese to attack China. Loyal Chinese who are determined to resist
until the final victory, how can vou not feel distressed to see such hap-
penings in the enemy’s rear areas? We should do all possible to pre-
vent half the Chinese nation from sacrificing themselves for nothing,
let alone sacrificing themselves to the enemy’s plan of using the Chi-
nese to attack China. IHow can we do this? There is no other way
except to develop guerrilla warfare widely in and around the enemy’s
rear.

There are some well-intentioned people who, seeing how the Japa-
nese invaders wantonly burn houses and kill civilians in areas alive
with anti-Japanese guerrillas, believe that in order to safeguard our
compatriots’ lives and property, we had better refrain from developing
guerrilla warfare. This is only “women’s mercy’, to quote an old Chi-
nese saying. Let us ask them a few questions: First, have the Japanese
invaders not set fire to houses and killed people in places where there
are no guerrillas? Have they moderated their rampages there? The
truth is, no. There were no guerrillas inside Nanjing, but the Japanese
invaders massacred more than 50,000 people there in two days. When
the Japanese occupied the provinces of Jiangsu, Zhejiang and Anhui,
there were no guerrillas there either. But the enemy slaughtered more
than 300,000 local people, according to estimates. This has aroused
the masses, who think it 1s better to organize anti-Japanese guerrillas
than be murdered in cold blood. They think it is worthwhile to risk
their lives fighting the Japanese to escape this. That is why the
guerrilla movement is spreading widely in areas south of the Chang-
jlang River, where there are extensive plains and the people are known
for their gentle and refined manners. The facts listed above provide
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the answers for our well-intentioned sceptics. Second, even if the
enemy did less burning and killing in areas where there are no anti—
Japanese guerrillas, would he not press—gang people there to organize
puppet troops to fight their own compatriots? If the Japanese are
allowed to continue this, we will suffer a double loss. Third, we must
point out that precisely in areas where there is a lot of anti-Japanese
guerrilla activity, the civilians have become experienced and more
confident. They have learned how to evade the enemy for their own
safety, thus suffering fewer losses. It is well known that civilians like
to join the anti—-Japanese guerrillas. How could this happen if the
guerrillas did more harm than good to their interests? Fourth, the
Japanese aggressors do not hesitate to stake everything on invading
China and East Asia, by driving four million young Japanese into an
aggressive war and sacrificing their citizens so that a handful of
warlords and financial magnates can gain power and get rich. If they
do not hesitate to sacrifice their own people, why should they spare the
Chinese civilians in the Japanese-occupied areas and decline to turn
them into cannon fodder? So it is better for the Chinese masses to
rise and fight than to die in humiliation.

Hence our principle regarding personnel: Ready to die for the
motherland. Qur national heroes and patriots should mobilize the
broad masses of the people. They should unite and organize com-
patriots of various parties, groups, classes and religions to love their
nation and fight for the motherland, or at the very least, refuse to help
the enemy. Then, the entire people will have a common target, all
compatriots fighting in their own way. Only by being unafraid of
sacrifice can we survive. We should of course avoid worthless sacri—
fice. We should prevent the meaningless loss of even a single com-
patriot. We should avoid being foolhardy.

We should not only arouse the broad masses of our compatriots,
but organize them well, so that each can play his most appropriate role,
with everyone applying himself in practical work and not simply hold-
ing to an ideal. All people, voung and old, men and women, should
have their own tasks. Students, workers, peasants, businessmen,
teachers and so on should all play a part.

We must be good at using the anti—Japanese national united front
to win over backward people, so that they are not compelled to go
over to the enemy but will turn into a force against him. So long as
they are not traitors, we should win them to our side and help them
in action.
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We should practise this ancient saying: “Brothers may quarrel in—
side the walls, but they will oppose insult from without.”60 We should
not fear and suspect each other, contend for hegemony or infringe on
one another’s interests, thus falling into the enemy’s trap of dividing
us. We must earnestly carry out this moral: “Be open and aboveboard
and selfless, ready to compromise and show extreme forbearance.” We
should unite fully as brothers, so that the rich donate money, the strong
offer energy, the learned provide knowledge, and those possessing
arms share them with us.

In this way, we will be able to instil confidence in our troops, so
they can make up for their shortcomings in other aspects and defeat
the enemy.

As for the enemy, the anti—Japanese guerrilla war aims at deplet-—
ing his personnel.

Japan has a small population, with a very small number of able-
bodied men. It can mobilize and send to the battlefield four million
people at most. The others are the old, the weak and women and
children who are not of much help in China. Japan's weakest point is
its shortage of personnel.

There are two ways to deplete enemy personnel: (1) demoralize
them and win them over; and (2) kill or wound them or wear them
out. The anti-Japanese guerrillas must seize every opportunity to
attack the enemy and destroy his effective strength, wiping out entire
units, large or small. We should distribute leaflets, post and shout
slogans and so forth to rouse Japanese soldiers to action against their
own war of aggression.

In addition, we should prevent the enemy from using our person-—
nel.

If we can do all this, the enemy will be gradually drained of per-
sonnel and we will surely win.

4. WEAPONS

The enemy has superior weapons including artillery, aircraft, tanks,
and even poison gas. Chinese weapons are inferior, especially those
of the guerrillas. We have said earlier that anyone would have mis-—
givings if the guerrillas were to fight the Japanese invaders by depend-
ing only on swords and spears and not on other things, especially polit—
ical warfare.
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Nonetheless, weapons are not all-powerful, for they can only play
a limited part. Every type of weapon has its specific use under certain
conditions, and there are always ways to counter it. For example,
modern weapons such as aircraft, artillery and tanks are less useful or
even useless at night. In a surprise night attack, they are no match
for short—-range weapons: they cannot be used effectively, and may
even turn into a problem. Other examples: Artillery pieces are good
for nothing if there is not enough time to deploy and fire them, or if
they run out of shells. When bombers fail to discover targets, or when
tanks come to mountainous terrain or use up their petrol, they are
useless.

Even though the anti—-Japanese guerrillas have poor weapons, they
need not fear the enemy. They should do their best to avoid confront-
ing the enemy’s modern arms and, instead, launch surprise attacks.
They should engage in night assaults, ambushes, surprise attacks, and
cutting off enemy communications. They should never risk their lives
against the enemy’s weapons. They should fall on enemy effectives
with lightning speed, using hand-to—hand combat. When the enemy’s
soldiers are killed, there will be no personnel to use his weapons, how—
ever modern they may be.

As we have said, the anti—Japanese guerrillas are equipped with
weapons inferior to the enemy’s, for they have only swords, spears,
pistols, hand—grenades, rifles, light or heavy machine—guns, and at most
mortars and small artillery pieces. Nevertheless, if the guerrillas are
good at using them, if they can seize the right opportunity, take advan-
tage of the terrain and fight with high morale, such weapons can be
very effective. For instance, men of the 29th Army is well known for
their skill in wielding swords against the Japanese. In addition, the
guerrillas could have a greater number of weapons than the enemy,
even though they may be inferior. They can also use home-made
weapons such as bows and arrows, guns made of juniper trunks, land
mines made of mortar shells, and gunpowder for blowing up bridges.

If the anti—Japanese guerrillas have faith in their own weapons and
learn to employ them skilfully, they can defeat an enemy equipped
with superior weapons. This i1s no illusion.

Although their weapons are backward, the anti-Japanese guerrillas
should not be backward themselves. Apart from wielding what arms
they have, they must add to their supply by capturing the enemy’s.
They should seize as many of the enemy’s modern weapons as possible
and learn to use them. They must not be fetishists holding on to prim—
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itive weapons like the masters of the Society of the Red-Tasselled
61

Spears’ who muttered incantations and swallowed “magic” pills be-

fore charging into the enemy’'s artillery fire. That does only harm.

5. COMMUNICATIONS

In modern operations, an army's rear is as important as its f{ront
line because various mechanized arms need large quantities of food,
weapons, ammunition, motor vehicles, and so on. Severing the front
line from the rear will greatly reduce the combat strength of a modern
army, prevent it from holding out for long, and even help to defeat
it. For modern troops, therefore, communications are a decisive factor
for the outcome of war.

Communications include transport and liaison. Transport involves
conveyance by motor vehicles, trains, ships right up to aircraft. A
mechanized unit must have roads and adequate means of conveyance
for transport of provisions, ammunition, petrol and medicines, and for
evacuation of the wounded and sick from the front line. Liaison in-
volves both wire and wireless telegraphy, and other means of land and
air communication. All this constitutes the lifeblood of a mechanized
army.

The enemy’s mechanized armies must have a good communication
system and use and maintain it well before they can be effective. Dif-
ficult terrain, on the other hand, favours the anti-Japanese guerrillas.

But communications can be easily altered. They can be disrupted
or blocked and they can be restored. We should disrupt the enemy’s
communications frequently, spoiling his otherwise smooth operations.
Our armies should mobilize both the guerrillas and the broad masses
of civilians to subvert the enemy’s communications, with the possible
exception of aircraflt transport, which is not easy to sabotage. Operat-
ing in the rear areas, the guerrillas and civilians can render great ser—
vice by interrupting the enemy’s communications so that his front-line
troops have a difficult time and our frontal troops can win easy vic—
tories. The rear is as important as the front line in a war. Creating
difficulties for the enemy in his communications between the front and
the rear plays a decisive part in helping our frontal armies gain victory.
Disrupting the enemy’s communications contributes no less than front-
line iighting.
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Topographically, mountainous terrain, gullies, depressions, broken
ground and wvillages, where the mechanized army cannot move freely
or traverse at all are favourable for guerrilla operations. To fight and
triumph, the guerrillas must make the most of the favourable terrain.
Where the civilians are well organized, the guerrillas can rely on them
and fight on open plains such as those traversed by the Datong—-Puzhou
and Beiping—Hankou railways. However, they must be more alert and
swifter than ever in these actions.

6. CONCLUSIONS

Summing up, we know that strategy and tactics for any type of
warfare should be fashioned in the light of five essential elements —
politics, economics, personnel, arms, and communications. Guerrilla
warfare should place greater stress on all of these and be good at co-
ordinating them closely. This is important for working out strategy
and tactics that can bring victory.

Of course, as we have said, the guerrillas have poor weapons. But
they can wield large numbers of various types. They also should make
up for inferior weapons in an operation by taking advantage of favour-—
able terrain, night action or special weather. They should choose
terrain that permits them to bring their arms into full play. Their arms
are more useful in close-range and hand-to—hand fighting as well as
in a surprise attack. Thus they should move close to the enemy steal-
thily and quickly. They should not only take advantage of the specifc
terrain, but know the terrain well, including all roads and paths, the
whereabouts of high or low ground, woods and villages.

Manpower 1s in our favour. We should, in particular, work among
large numbers of the population, irrespective of sex, age, trade or pro-
fession, political affiliation or religious belief. We should win them
over, so that they provide support, cover and help to the guerrillas,
either actively or passively, openly or secretly. The anti-Japanese
guerrillas can survive and grow because they rely primarily on the
people as their fortress, not on arms and terrain alone. They must
not think they cannot defeat the enemy without modern weapons.
Because the people are a reliable fortress, we should attach primary
importance to the political factor; it 1s vital to correctly carry out the
policy of the anti—Japanese national united front. The enemy hatches
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the plot of dividing us by “using the Chinese to control China” and
ordering the traitors and Trotskyites to sow dissension. e attempts
to profit from others’ conflict. We must not be taken in. With the
help of the masses, a certain number of arms and a favourable terrain,
the anti-Japanese guerrillas can win victory after victory.

As the guerrilla movement widens, the number of guerrillas grows
and this begins to create financial difficulties. And it is not easy for
a large guerrilla force to conceal itself. While undermining the
enemy’s economy, the anti-Japanese guerrillas must also try to seize
his supplies and equipment, including arms, money and food, to sup-
port themselves. They should lead a hard life, maintaining the lowest
standard of living. They should persevere in the War of Resistance
even without enough food and clothing, without pocket money or
pay. Commanders and political leaders of the guerrillas must set
examples and live as do the rank and file, truly sharing weal and
woe with the soldiers. Anvone who longs for official promotion and
riches must abandon that wish. However hard their lives, the anti-
Japanese guerrillas must observe strict discipline and not take even a
needle or piece of thread from the civilians. They should help main-
tain the people’s living standard and protect their interests. They
must care for the civilians, regarding them as their own family mem-
bers. Only thus can they become one with the masses and create the
necessary conditions for their own existence and development.

Commanders and political leaders of the anti—-Japanese guerrillas
will meet with difficulties in all kinds of work. Adhering to their
patriotic feeling and devotion to defending the Chinese nation, they
should unite with the masses, collect weapons, overcome difficulties
that may arise, and build up their force in practical work. Displaying
such patriotism and devotion, they will certainly have the support of
the people so that they can overcome all difficulties. In addition,
the guerrillas are taught to observe strict discipline and protect civil-
ians. All this makes it possible for them to win mass support and
defeat the Japanese.

Leaders of the anti—Japanese guerrillas should not rely solely on
military know-how, but be good at employing the five factors of
politics, economics, personnel, arms and communications. They
should be able to work out strategy and tactics against the enemy by
taking into account these factors and the actual circumstances. At
the same time, they should be well versed in politics and watch closely
developments at home and abroad. They should direct and continual-
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ly carry on political work among their men, among enemy troops and
among civilians. They should, as far as possible, prepare written and
oral publicity. They should cite political events, interpret them cor—
rectly and carry out propaganda work. In this sense, they are teachers
of the people.

Anti—Japanese guerrilla leaders should know how to organize the
people. If the latter simply hate the Japanese invaders but cannot get
organized, they will be unable to put up effective resistance.

If every anti—Japanese guerrilla leader can do these things, their
detachments will certainly thrive and become strong. Guerrilla leaders
should be skilled in military affairs. However, if they only pay atten-
tion to military matters and fail to concern themselves with the other
factors, if they depend, for instance, only on the government for
subsidies, rifles, provisions and personnel, sooner or later they will
find their supplies exhausted and no more forthcoming. If they seek
promotion and riches and aim their rifles not at the enemy but at
civilians, they will blacken for all time the honourable title of anti—
Japanese guerrilla. That would be most despicable. It 1s impossible
to organize guerrilla warfare that way.

In the first days of the anti—-Japanese guerrilla units, not every
commander, political worker or guerrilla can do a good job. Besides,
there probably will be some selfish members, who come to advance
their own fortune and not to fight for the motherland. This will be
resented by the masses of the people. But this is not so dreadful
and we should not, on that account, negate the anti—Japanese guerrilla
war as a whole. We should not regard the guerrillas as saints. They
are bound to commit certain errors. The guerrilla detachments will
improve steadily so long as their members make progress in work,
have good leadership, train themselves hard, enhance their national
consciousness and political knowledge, and purge their ranks of the
few bad elements. In the process of doing this, they will be able to
develop their activities extensively so that anti-Japanese guerrilla units
will mushroom everywhere and become a great school to raise the
people’s awareness and strike terror into the invaders’ hearts.

As we have stated, there is nothing mysterious about the anti-
Japanese guerrilla detachments. But neither are they similar to those
who fought in the past civil war. They are popular armed organiza—
tions that patriotic people know how to organize, that fight for the
people, that throw the Japanese imperialists into confusion.

The crux of the matter is whether we are loval and devoted to
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our nation, whether we are aware of the great strength of the people
and, relving on them, work to fulfil our great mission of defeating the
Japanese aggressors.

TACTICS OF THE ANTI-JAPANESE GUERRILLAS

Section I

General Principles

Anti—Japanese guerrilla units may be organized by the people,
reorganized from local armed corps, police, “green forest men” or
secret societies,” or founded with a group of regular troops as back-
bone. No matter how they are formed, most of them lack good
weapons and adequate provisions and are small in number and not
well trained. Yet they have to defeat an enemy well equipped and
trained, large in number and adequately financed. Therefore, the anti-
Japanese guerrillas must engage the enemy in a particular way if they
are to achieve victory.

How should an anti—Japanese guerrilla unit fight? Briefly stated,
it should fight with enthusiasm, take the initiative, concentrate its
whole force and use all possible methods and means to attack the
enemy.

First, why can the anti—-Japanese guerrillas be enthusiastic? Because
they are imbued with a patriotic hatred of the Japanese invasion, an
emotion that invigorates them. Every guerrilla knows his role clearly.
He is not a mercenary soldier, but a conscious champion of the na-
tional self-defence war against Japanese aggression. Only such
awareness can foster enthusiasm for battle. This enthusiasm, in turn,
helps the guerrillas overcome difficulties and fight unfalteringly in
arduous circumstances. With regular troops, enthusiasm, initiative and
manoeuvrability are sometimes restricted in various ways, although it
is also necessary for them to go into action with enthusiasm and
manoeuvrability, under a unified command and an overall plan. The
guerrillas, however, can always bring their enthusiasm into full play.
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Consequently, they can operate even in the most difficult circum-
stances, and they can make the best of their primitive weapons to in-—
flict heavy losses on the enemy.

Why should the anti—-Japanese guerrillas fight with enthusiasm?
Because they often are subject to inferior conditions, and enthusiasm
can make up for these and exploit the enemy’s weaknesses. This,
of course, does not mean evading the enemy, or moving around without
attacking him. The guerrillas must seize every opportunity to strike
at the enemy right away. Repeatedly missing the right opportunity
will land them in difficulty and sap their morale. Guerrillas who
are always on the defensive and are alwavs being attacked by the
enemy can never triumph. They can only suffer. Therefore, the anti—
Japanese guerrillas must fight with enthusiasm.

Second, what does initiative mean? It means that no matter how
large the enemy force is, the anti-Japanese guerrillas must continually
harass, disrupt, wear down and destroy it, taking into account the
location, size, quality and weaponry of the enemy and of ourselves, as
well as considering the time element. As a result, the enemy will
have to engage them, even if he is unwilling to do so. If the guerrillas
are encircled by the enemy in his rear, or if he seeks to fight them, they
might do better to evade him or slip away. The importance of keep-
ing the initiative is shown in the following tactics: “Avoid the enemy’s
main force and strike at his weak points”; “Avoid a strong enemy
and attack a weak one”; “Make a feint to the east but attack in the
west”; “Rescue the state of Zhao by besieging the state of Wei”;"
“Be ready to advance or retreat when necessary’: and “Fight a quick
battle to force a quick decision”. If the guerrillas can carry out these
tactics, they can triumph whenever they strike at the enemy. Even
though they might occasionally suffer a little, on the whole they would
always be in a position to gain.

Third, what does concentration mean? The guerrillas are often
numerically weak, poorly armed and inadeguately trained. If they
are always scattered, it 1s difficult for them to deal blows at the enemy
and make progress. Therefore, the main force of a guerrilla unit should
always stay with its leaders. The commander of the unit should be a
planner and should also take part in implementing a plan. After a
plan 1s mapped out, it should be speedily carried out. He, therefore,
has to concentrate his force at any given time not only to harass and
disrupt the enemy, but to attack in one sector by surprise to destroy
a part of the enemy force. That is effective tactics.
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If the anti—-Japanese guerrillas cannot concentrate force when nec-—
essary, it is better for them not to stick to the principle of “breaking
up the whole into parts” unless under strong pressure from the enemy.
They disperse only when it i1s necessary to send out groups to collect
food grain, carry out mass work, or to mislead and confuse the enemy.

The basic method used by anti—-Japanese guerrillas to achieve the
above three qualities is surprise attack. Without this, it is impossible
to win victory, to imbue the guerrillas with faith, or to meet their sub-
jective requirements,

Some people ask: Since the guerrillas are always few In number
and are poorly armed, how can they take the offensive? These people
do not understand that it 1s precisely because the enemy is better
equipped and greater in number that the guerrillas must take the of-
fensive. The guerrillas do not stress regular positional attack, but
surprise attack. They take the enemy unawares when he has not vet
organized his fire-power or deployved his artillery, and when his men
are crowded together. In this way, the guerrillas can often meet their
ohjective, even with the most primitive arms.

When they are obliged to make a passive defence, the guerrillas
should still be mobile rather than hold fast to their positions. When
forced to retreat, they should always break through, or strike at, a
certain sector of the enemy to cover their withdrawal. In face of
unexpected changes, they can gain the initiative because they are
always ready to strike with vigour.

If the guerrillas fail to take the initiative and maintain an offensive
position, it is easy for them to lose heart. The loss of a few men and
the shortage of ammunition or food might make some of them waver.
It is most dangerous when the guerrillas meet an enemy unexpectedly
and fail to deal with him successfully. It 1s no good adopting passive
tactics to the neglect of surprise attacks. On the other hand, the
guerrillas should not act recklessly and risk their lives in tough battles.
That is not offensive because there is no condition for taking the initia—
tive. For the guerrillas to attack recklessly under enemy pressure
means only helping the enemy destroy themselves. That is no good,
either. Guerrilla tactics are a unity of opposites. Employing them
calls for art and skill.

In actual operations, how can the anti—-Japanese guerrillas bring
their enthusiasm into full play, win the initiative and concentrate all
their forces to launch an effective surprise attack on the enemy? This
depends on whether they can take action swiftly and secretly and
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whether they are resolute. The basic principles of anti—Japanese
guerrilla tactics are: speed, secrecy and resolve. Only by applying
these three principles can a guerrilla unit triumph, survive and grow.
Otherwise, it will be defeated, weakened and wiped out. Only
through victory can an anti—Japanese guerrilla unit survive, and only
through victory can it achieve astonishing development.

First, speed. This means not only a high degree of mobility, but
flexibility and skill. A guerrilla force must act with speed in march-
ing, assaulting, attacking, retreating, camping, and in all other move-
ments. But mere speed 1s not enough; it must also change position
frequently. This can help it disrupt, harass and destroy the enemy
by surprise. It can also prevent it from being suddenly pin-pointed
and attacked by the enemy. Guerrillas should cultivate the habit of
quick action so they can move with skill and flexibility at high speed
and thus not become trapped by the enemy, even when they are attack-
ed by his cavalry or tanks.

Second, secrecy. This is decisive for the safety of guerrillas. Like
speed, il 1s a vital condition of guerrilla activities. An anti—Japanese
guerrilla unit should alwayvs be able to appear and disappear unex-—
pectedly and to make a feint to the east but attack in the west, keeping
the enemy in the dark as to the guerrillas’ location. A guerrilla unit
should be able to turn up in different places within a short time and
fulfil its task wherever it is. As a result, the enemy will feel that
there are guerrillas everywhere and hesitate about his actions. With
the support of the broad masses, i1t is not difficult for the guerrillas
to keep their whereabouts secret from the enemy. They should strive
to achieve the following: When they are on the move, the enemy will
fail to locate them; and when they strike, he will be surprised. Guer-—
rillas who fail to act swiftly and secretly can never win the initiative.
They will be beaten and even wiped out. If they let the enemy know
they plan a surprise attack or an ambush, he will prepare his fire-
power beforehand, and the plan, however good, will come to nothing.

Third, resolve. This is a necessary condition for assuring victory
for the anti—Japanese guerrillas. Having carefully drawn up a plan
and assigned clear tasks, a guerrilla unit should immediately carry out
the plan and destroy part of the enemy, or quickly destroy a target.
Any lack of resolve, any hesitation in the face of danger could undo
the plan and let victory slip by. So long as they take resolute action,
the guerrillas can fight against heavy odds in a life—and-death battle,
overcome the enemy’s resistance and defeat him. The slightest hesi-
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tation would let a golden opportunity slip and offer the enemy a
breathing—-space to prepare himself. Hence a failure that should have
been a success. On the other hand, the guerrillas should resolutely
disengage and withdraw their forces when it is clear that a battle will
conclude fruitlessly.

The aim of guerrilla warfare is not only to disrupt the enemy’s
communications, seize his provisions and arms, exhaust and disperse
his strength so that he becomes vulnerable. It is also necessary to
concentrate the guerrilla forces to wipe out the enemy’s effective
strength, We can, therefore, regard ordinary guerrilla warfare as
mobile warfare on a small scale. In fact, several guerrilla units often
join forces and suddenly assault and destroy an attacking or moving
enemy unit. That is virtually mobile warfare. On the other hand,
regular army troops may carry out guerrilla warfare. In short, guer-
rilla warfare should be co-ordinated with mobile warfare, which in
turn should be covered by guerrilla warfare. There is no Great Wall
standing between the two.

There is a saying: “Guerrilla warfare is like the handicraft in-
dustry, whereas mobile warfare is like mechanized industry.” Some
persons Interpret this statement as showing the respective roles of
the two in military action. Actually, it also reflects the development
of the anti—-Japanese guerrillas. This is a complex course involving
intricate and interlocked conditions. For instance, it is better
for an anti—-Japanese guerrilla unit to operate on rough moun-
tainous terrain than on a wide plain: to take cover in forests instead
of exposing itself in open fields; to take action on windy or snowy
nights rather than on sunny days: to engage in activities in summer,
autumn and winter rather than in spring; to work in places where
enemy troops are scattered instead of where they are concentrated;
and to operate in areas where anti—Japanese morale among the civil-
ians is high rather than where it is low. A small anti—-Japanese
guerrilla unit might struggle hard on a plain where the enemy was
strong and the anti-Japanese morale of the civilians was low. But
that same guerrilla unit might grow into a force as strong as a regular
army unit operating in and around a mountainous area where enemy
troops were thinly scattered and the enemy’s oppression had roused
the civilians to hatred and vigorous opposition. By day, this strong
guerrilla unit would only be able to harass a large enemy force on
flat land. But in a storm after dusk or before dawn, it could operate
on narrow mountain paths and wipe out an entire enemy unit. There—



ANTI-JAPANESE GUERRILLA WAR 71

fore, not only should guerrilla warfare and mobile warfare he co-
ordinated in campaigns, but in fact each can often turn into the other.

Section IT

Principles for Anti—Japanese Guerrilla Activities

The principles for anti—-Japanese guerrilla activities in campaigns
should play a major role in strategy and tactics. They can be described
as the following seven points:

1. DISRUPTING COMMUNICATIONS IN THE ENEMY'S REAR,
DESTROYING HIS WAREHOUSES AND RAIDING HIS AIRFIELDS

The Japanese invaders modern weaponry, such as artillery and
tanks, requires good communications to be effective. The absence
of adequate roads will greatly reduce its strength. Once roads are
damaged, Japanese mechanized units will find it hard to move about
and their supply lines impeded. Modern mechanized armies require
massive supplies. Cutting off their communications in the rear, even
for a short period, has a serious impact on their front line.

During the Xinkou Battle, our guerrillas completely disrupted
communications in the rear of the Japanese army. It had no roads
to bring in supplies of food, ammunition and medicines, so it had to
resort to aircraft. This greatly weakened its offensive strength.

Although the Japanese invaders are ferocious and are trying to
occupy all of China, they have insufficient troops and often can guard
only one communication line or sometimes only some necessary strong-
holds along it, barely maintaining transport. This provides a good
opportunity for guerrillas to carry out their activities. For example,
no matter how much the Japanese invaders tried to defend the Shanxi
section of the Shijiazhuang-Taivuan Railway,” there were vulnerable
spots everywhere because the enemy troops were extended all along
the line. It was continually damaged by the guerrillas and remained
out of operation. In circumstances such as this, the enemy suffers
serious transport difficulties.
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2. EXPOSING THE ENEMY'S INTENTIONS

During frontal battle, it is hard for our regular troops to know
the details of the enemyv’s operation. They have to depend on re-
connaissance and espionage. But the guerrillas can easily expose
the strength of the enemy and his deployment and, when circumstances
are favourable, his intentions. When they assault the enemy’s service
groups and transport teams, they often capture enemy documents
disclosing the designation of his units and their deployment. These
documents are always valuable and should be sent to the staff depart-
ment of the regular army for study. Also, the guerrillas can some-
times plant outposts on high ground in the enemy’s rear, where they
can count the number of enemy men and observe their movements.

3. STRIKING TERROR INTO THE ENEMY'S HEART

Every guerrilla operation is a sort of surprise attack. Even if
it inflicts only limited material loss on the enemy or is an unsuccessful
assault, it 1s always Important inasmuch as it demoralizes the enemy
troops and reduces their determination to win. When the enemy he-
lieves he i1s safe and is thus off his guard, the guerrillas suddenly
appear. When he is careful and has made painstaking preparations,
they choose not to come. Such unpredictable movements will strike
fear into the enemy troops, whatever their number.

When the war first broke out, the Japanese invaders did not
realize what a threat the Chinese guerrillas might be, and so did not
take them seriously. After suffering many defeats, their attitude
changed and they began to fear the guerrillas.

For example, a Japanese soldier wept one day before a Chinese
civilian near Xivang County in Shanxi Province. He drew a circle
around himself on the ground to indicate that he was surrounded by
Chinese guerrillas. Despite strict censorship by Japanese officers, a
Japanese private named Chiba in Shimomoto’s unit wrote a letter to
his family containing the following lines:

“On March 17, our supply and equipment unit was attacked by
more than 2,000 regular Chinese troops in co-ordination with guerril-
las, and was almost totally destroyed. Our engineers rushed out 350
cremation caskets, and the army service station made nearly 2o00. . . .
Now we no longer dream of victory. It is said that the first memorial
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ceremony for consoling the spirits of the dead will be held in Shijia-
zhuang on May 3. Perhaps [ might have gone home by that time.”

We have many guerrillas. They are always on the move, appear-—
ing and disappearing as they decide. The enemy is subject to their
attack any time, but he is unable to engage them when he wishes and
is always unsure how to deal with them. Even when he knows there
are guerrillas present, he does not know their strength. When he
thinks it is only a small guerrilla unit, a strong mobile force suddenly
goes into action. And vice versa. “A fleeing army suspects danger at
the slightest sound, and to it every bush or tree looks like an enemy.”
This ancient saying is an apt description of the Japanese army in
China. Our guerrillas will wear down the Japanese troops, who are
scared out of their wits and have their hearts in their mouths day and
night.

4. UNDERMINING THE ENEMY'S POLITICAL POWER AND
RESTORING OUR OWN

In military operations, the anti—Japanese guerrillas keep secrets and
may resort to stratagems. Politically, however, they are open and
aboveboard. Not only should they expose the enemy’s deceptive prop-—
aganda. They should disrupt, disintegrate and uproot all the Chinese
traitorous puppet organizations serving the Japanese, and destroy the
enemy’'s special-service, detective squads and “propaganda and
pacification teams”,” thus thwarting his plan to control China through
the Chinese. At the same time, the guerrillas should try to restore or
establish our own political power and win over the broad masses of
the people to actively join the anti—Japanese movement.

In Fanshi and Guangling counties in Shanxi Province, the anti-
Japanese guerrillas often wipe out small Japanese units sent to the
countryside to search for women. The helpless civilians, subject to
Japanese bullying and humiliation, are delighted to see the guerrillas
suddenly arrive and avenge them, and they do their best to help them.
Today that area is a solid anti-Japanese base.

When deprived of their own government and subjected to enemy
oppression, the civilians are like orphans at the mercy of others. The
enemy burns their houses, beats and kills them, rapes their women,
robs them of their property. He can treat them however he wishes.
The presence of the guerrillas helps the masses understand what they
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should do and imbues them with faith in victory. In these circum-
stances, even though the enemy occupies an area, it is hard for him
to establish political power.

5. DISPERSING THE ENEMY'S STRENGTTI

The guerrillas’ operations threaten the communication lines in the
enemy s rear, requiring him to station part of his troops at points along
the lines, then send patrols to protect them. Thus, having to worry
about the rear areas, the enemy cannot concentrate all his forces on the
front line. Numerous pillboxes have been built along the Datong-
Puzhou, Shijiazhuang-Taivuan and Beiping—Hankou railways to guard
against guerrilla activity. Some places bristle with pillboxes only one
or two kilometres apart. Although the enemy deploys strong forces in
this way, he finds it difficult to maintain transportation as the three
railwayvs are frequently cut, section by section, becoming as ineffective
as dead snakes.

When regular Chinese troops wage frontal warfare against the
enemy, the guerrillas can slow the enemy’s reinforcements and pin
down his flanks, again drawing troops from his front line. Even if
such guerrilla operations fail to fully attain their goal, they can deflate
the enemy troops’ morale before a decisive battle and reduce their
determination to win.

6. SABOTAGING THE ENEMY'S ECONOMY AND
DESTROYING HIS SUPPLIES

Attacking the enemy’s depots, his supply and equipment motor-
cades and requisition and draft teams has an impact on the combat
effectiveness of the enemy’s regular troops and also provides the guer—
rillas with substantial aid. Operations of this kind replenish the sup-
plies of the guerrillas, who are often short of food, weapons, ammuni-
tion and other necessities. The civilians are especially delighted at
attacks on the enemy’s requisition and draft teams.

Japan is a country lacking resources. When the Japanese army
occuples an area, it is bound to exhaust the resources there to reinforce
itself. Operating in the enemy’s rear, the guerrillas can always pre-
vent him from doing so. In enemy-occupied areas that cannot soon be
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recaptured, the guerrillas should blow up tunnels in coal and iron
mines, wreck water pipes and dynamite the enemy’s machinery plants,
so that the enemy is unable to exploit local resources. This will
aggravate Japan's shortage of raw materials. For example, after the
Japanese invaders seized the Jingxing Coal Mine, the guerrillas
damaged all its water pipes, making continued production difficult.
Even today, the enemy cannot run the mine at full capacity. One day
he obtains some coal, the next day, none.

7. DESTROYING THE ENEMY’'S EFFECTIVE STRENGTH

I have noted time and again that guerrilla warfare consists not only
of harassing and disrupting the enemy, but also concentrating forces
to wipe out part of the enemy through surprise attack. If the Japanese
invaders wish to occupy an extensive area, they have to disperse their
troops, thus thinning their military strength. This provides an oppor—
tunity for the guerrillas to destroy small enemy units here and there.

Although each guerrilla assault can annihilate only part of the
enemy, which means only a small loss to him, countless ambushes and
surprise attacks by many guerrilla units operating energetically and
continually will combine to produce a major reduction in the enemy’s
effective strength.

In short, it is true that the operations of a single guerrilla unit do
not play a decisive part in a campaign waged by our main group
armies. But constant operations of numerous guerrilla units blend into
a mighty force, like continuous water drops that can wear holes in
stone. They can slow and disrupt the enemy’s communications, expose
his intentions, dishearten his men, shake the traitorous Chinese puppet
regimes, exhaust the enemy’s manpower, cut off his supplies, sabotage
his economic resources, and weaken his effective strength. If all the
guerrillas co-ordinate with the main armies in the course of the war,
they can destroy the enemy’s foundation like ants nibbling away at a
bone and in the end destroy it. This will have an impact, in our
favour, on the outcome of the War of Resistance Against Japan.



THE EXPERIENCE OF THE EIGHTH
ROUTE ARMY IN THE FIRST TWO
YEARS OF THE ANTI-JAPANESE WAR

July 7.1939

The Eighth Route Army’ has been waging the War of Resistance
Against Japan for two years. What have we learned in this period?

First, wherever the party, government and military authorities and
the people unite as one, we will win victories; wherever there is fric—
tion, we will suffer unnecessary setbacks. How has the Hebei—-Qahar-
Shanxi border area been able to break successive sieges by the Japanese
invaders? IHow has the Shanxi-llebei-llenan border area been able
to become an impregnable bulwark in the anti—Japanese war in north
China? Similarly, how has the northwestern Shanxi base area been
able to consolidate and expand? In each case it 1s because of the unity
of the party, government and military authorities and the people. In
each of these anti-Japanese base areas, the various political parties
and groups have been able to make mutual concessions and help each
other. Democratic anti—-Japanese governments have been set up in
most of these areas. There, the people’s standard of living has been
raised to a certain degree, and the masses have been helped to establish
anti—Japanese national salvation organizations and provided with
facilities to carry on the War of Resistance. The government authori—
ties care for the people, and the latter respect the former: the govern—
ment authorities help the various army units, and the latter, in turn,
defend the former. The military and government authorities and the
people are united as one. The various army units have settled their

The second part of the article “The Second Anniversary of the Eighth Route
Army’s War of Resistance Against Japan” which first appeared in the combined
uth and 12th issues (July 1939) of Frontline, a fortnightly published by the General
Headquarters of the Eighth Route Army.
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differences, and the various political parties and groups treat one
another with sincerity. All this has guaranteed our rock-firm unity
and ensured victory.

In the new phase of the war, north China will find itself fighting
in harder conditions. Only with the solidarity and unity of the party,
government and military authorities and the people can the anti—Japa-
nese base areas be consolidated and our War of Resistance carried
through to its end.

Conversely, if efforts are not made to consolidate and expand the
anti-Japanese forces but, instead, the slogans, “Corrode the Communist
Party” and “Restrict the Communist Party”, are raised as an echo of
the Japanese invaders: if the anti—Japanese government is discriminat—
ed against, its vital role overlooked and attempts are made to disband
it; if efforts are made not to mobilize the masses but to restrict their
freedom in fighting the Japanese; if some army units are encouraged
to defy discipline and even urged to betray friendly troops who are
shedding blood at the front — all this would amount to casting away
one’'s sharpest weapon and chopping one’s hand with one’s own knife.
In such cases, how can the Chinese people fail to suspect such persons
of seeking personal gain at the expense of the public interest? Certain
places in north China suffered unnecessary setbacks because of prac-—
tices such as these.

Only by achieving greater progress and unity of all the people can
we persevere in protracted war and win final victory. All backward
practices must be got rid of, all cases of disunity rooted out, all wrong
ideas rectified, and all friction eliminated.

Second, wherever the mass movement 1s successful, guerrilla war
can be developed and the War of Resistance carried on successfully;
wherever the mass movement 1s lagging behind or suffers reverses,
the War of Resistance will run into unnecessary difficulties. To
mohilize the masses, it is necessary to appropriately raise the people’s
standard of living and practise democracy. The people of the Hebei-
@ahar-Shanxi border area have playved a prominent part in smash-
ing attacks by the Japanese invaders, thus making it possible for our
troops to win one victory after another. The mass movement in
southern Hebei was subjected to restrictions and the people had no
freedom to fight the Japanese. Consequently, we suffered undue losses
when the Japanese invaders launched attacks there.

Only by mobilizing all the positive forces in the country and de-
veloping guerrilla war extensively can we fundamentally change the
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situation in which the enemy i1s strong while we are weak. Only thus
can we tide over the stage of stalemate and then switch to the counter-
offensive. All our people must be mobilized and all our mental and
physical resources must be marshalled in the interest of the anti-
Japanese war.

Third, whenever we adopt a flexible strategy and tactics in a cam-—
paign or battle, we usually emerge victorious. Whenever we simply
take the defensive or attack blindly, we suffer defeat. Facts have
proved beyond question that only mobile warfare, in which we strive
to gain the initiative and exploit favourable conditions and avoid
unfavourable ones, allows us to deal fatal blows to the enemy. The
principles of mobile warfare in the anti-Japanese base areas are as
follows: to advance and retreat in small groups, make harassing at-
tacks with small contingents, concentrate the main force to attack the
enemy’s vulnerable points, rest in the day and move about at night,
make a feint to the east and strike in the west, deliberately expose
ourselves to attack, take cover in good time, avoid disadvantages, act
unhesitatingly and switch to exterior—line operations at the right mo-
ment. The principles of mobile warfare on a nationwide scale are
these: to mount mobile operations in the midst of exterior-line sieges
by the enemy, refuse to fight in disadvantageous circumstances, switch
from pure defence to offensive defence, change from a passive position
to the initiative, and turn from poorly disciplined troops into regular
and mechanized troops. It must be remembered that only with the
effective co—ordination of the masses can the great role of mobile
warfare be brought into play.

Only by refining our art of military command and greatly improv-
ing the quality of our troops can we defeat the enemy. We have to
rely not only on political progress but on military progress as well.
And the latter requires the former to ensure its success. Thus we must
promote political progress in order to improve our strategy and tactics.
We must gain the strategic initiative nationwide, and greatly accelerate
the mechanization of our troops in all of China.



THE ART WORK IN NORTH CHINA’S
PROPAGANDA WAR IN THE PAST
THREE YEARS

July 24, 1940

[. THE GENERAL SITUATION OF NORTH CIHINA'S
PROPAGANDA WAR DURING THE PAST THREE YEARS

(1) The Japanese espionage agencies, through the Xin Min Hui'"

and the “propaganda and pacification teams”.” have placed the press
and publishing houses under their control, set up various deceptive
propaganda organizations and published a host of newspapers, mag-—
azines, pamphlets and leaflets to promote anti—-Communist ideas and

" and “co-operation

the concepts of “a New Order in East Asia
among Japan, Manchukuo and China”. They have also conducted
various kinds of propaganda to spread dissension.

(2) Through our armed forces’ propaganda departments and with
the co-operation of the anti—Japanese government and mass organiza—
tions, we have published large numbers of newspapers and books and
a considerable amount of publicity materials. Every soldier has been
mobilized to do propaganda work. The main content of our propa-
ganda is to explain the necessity of persisting in the War of Resistance,
maintaining unity and working towards a new—-democratic China.

(3) Although we lag far behind Japanese imperialism in propa-
ganda because of backward technology and other difficulties, truth is
on our side and we maintain close ties with the masses. They have
realized from their own experience that we are correct, and that is
why they support us.

Outline of a report delivered at the LLu Xun Academy of Art and Literature in
Yan'an.
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(4) THad we done a better job in propaganda and linked it more
closely with our art work, we could have achieved greater results.

[I. THE ENEMY EMPHASIZES ART IN
PROPAGANDA WORK

(1) The enemy makes full use of art in all his propaganda work.

He is good at using large posters and small cartoons as propaganda.

lle often broadcasts music spreading the concept of “co-operation
among Japan, Manchukuo and China”, trying, through Japanese
music, to instil in people the idea of “integration of Japan, Man-
chukuo and China”.

The enemy’s theory of literature and art is: “The aim of literature
and art is to help establish a new order in East Asia.”

(2) When utilizing art, the enemy takes particular care that it
appears in Chinese forms.

For example, he used the story of Sima Guang"” as the theme of
a large poster entitled Japan Saves China.

Another example: Single-page calendars were used as propaganda
by adding pictures to them.

[II. OUR VIEWS ON THE ROLE OF ART IN
PROPAGANDA WORK

(1) A propagandist may not necessarily be an artist; but a Marx-
ist-Leninist artist should be a good propagandist.

(2) Our art works are not intended for the few, but for the broad
masses of the people and for the soldiers. We must know our audience
and cater to the needs of the masses and the soldiers.

(3) The question of audience brings up the question of the na-
tional and folk art forms, namely, the question of a popular, mass style.

(4) Important reasons for advocating a national and folk art
form:

a. DBecause it can be easily understood by the masses. We should
not reject it on the ground that it needs to be improved. We must
realize that the enemy is using it to serve his purpose. We should
make it a weapon of our own.
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b. To create a new—democratic Chinese art, we need to assimilate
and develop the best elements in our national cultural traditions.

(5) Before adopting the policy of a popular, mass style, we had
given attention to this question and, consequently, made some achieve—
ments. For instance, some playvs were created to reflect the life of
Eighth Route Army’s soldiers. Operas such as Little White Dragon'
were performed. Since adopting this policy, we have achieved a lot
more.

Pictures and woodcuts: The New Year pictures created by the
woodcut artists’ group sent to the front by the Lu Xun Academy of
Art and Literature are very popular among the masses. They were
sold out as soon as they came off the press.

Music: We have based our musical compositions, such as the song
condemning the traitor Wang Jingwei,” on folk songs.

Theatre: There are, among other things, skits in the form of Chi-
nese song and dance, and plays reflecting Chinese family life during
the anti—Japanese war. These have been well received by the masses.

IV. WHAT WE DEMAND AND EXPECT OF ART WORKERS

(1) A good artist should be politically-minded. In a class society,
art serves definite classes and can never transcend them. An artist
cannot excel in his work unless he cultivates his political understand-
ing. Thus it is essential that he study Marxism-Leninism. He must on
no account underestimate the importance of such studies.

(2) An artist should become involved in practical struggles and
observe and learn from real life. Instead of standing aloof, he should
identify himself with the masses; instead of being an onlooker, he
should take part in their struggles. Only in this way can he truly
understand life and create good, popular works.

We also hope art workers will accomplish the following:

(1) Unite with each other, get used to collective life and display
collective strength. We are against individualistic heroism. In the
great cause of communism, the effort of one individual alone, whoever
he may be, is insignificant.

(2) Listen to the opinions of the people and learn from them with
an open mind. Only in this way can vou make progress. Drop the
notion that “only my own article is good”.
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(3) You art workers should learn military affairs because we live
in a great era of armed struggle, because military knowledge is re-
quired to depict this struggle and because you should — and are likely
to — take part in it yourselves.

| am convinced that outstanding artists will emerge from among
our fighters. Great, heroic fighters will also emerge from among the
artists.

We depend on vou to defeat Japan in cultural movement and
propaganda war,

We also depend on yvou to create a brilliant new-democratic art.

Work hard, Comrades!



MAKE SCIENCE SERVE THE WAR
OF RESISTANCE

August 3, 1941

Marxism—-Leninism opposes ignorance and backwardness and re-—
spects science and culture. It is itself the highest achievement of
science. Materialist dialectics is the crystallization of 5,000 years of
scientific thought. By applying it, Marxist-Leninists can master all
branches of science. They have already done so in regard to one
hitherto unmastered branch, the history of the development of man
and human society. But Marxism—-Leninism, contrary to what some
think, is not limited to the study of the social sciences or history. As
it constitutes the highest of all scientific achievements, its viewpoint
and method are naturally applicable to every branch of science. Its
mastery should lead to new developments in all branches.

The Chinese nation is now in the midst of the great cause of the
anti-Japanese war and national reconstruction. Success in each is de—
pendent on science, both natural and social science. All our scientists
and our scientific endeavours must serve the War of Resistance
Against Japan and serve national reconstruction and strive for success
in both. This is the only approach that can ensure victory over the
Japanese fascists, and ensure a democratic republic based on the Three
People’s Principles.

Natural science is a powerful force. Only by making progress in
natural science, expanding industry and agriculture, raising produc-
tivity, developing and correctly utilizing our natural resources, and
properly managing our enterprises — only by doing all this can we
add to out strength, improve the combat effectiveness of our army,

First published in Liberation Daily, Yan'an, on August 3, 1941, to mark the first
annual session of the Natural Sciences Society of the Shaanxi—-Gansu—Ningxia Border
Region.
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bring prosperity to the people and raise their cultural and political
level. This is the path to victory in the War of Resistance and success
in national reconstruction. It would be wrong to ignore the force
represented by natural science.

On the other hand, China’s science will thrive only with victory in
the War of Resistance and democracy. [t is inconceivable that science
can develop smoothly in a colonial country, which is its grave rather
than its cradle. Any future for science is equally inconceivable under
autocracy where it suffers the most severe repression and damage and
scientists become mere tools of big capitalists.

The Japanese aggression has been a catastrophe for scientific de-
velopment in China. It has left it in extremely adverse circumstances.
The great cause of the War of Resistance, however, has opened a new
way forward for science and given it impetus. In areas of study as
vet unpenetrated by the light of natural science, our scientific workers
have learned to overcome difficulties and have made quite a few
achievements. For instance, they have discovered many new mineral
deposits. This has filled us with hope and confidence, and convinced
us that we do have enough scientific ability to build a new China. It
has given us greater determination and courage, as well as more ex-—
perience, to integrate scientific knowledge with the conditions of our
country and its material resources in a way suited to its needs and the
needs of the War of Resistance. These achievements may not appear
very significant right now, but they are like a ray of the morning sun
giving us a vision of unlimited possibilities for the future.

Thus, on the one hand, we should appreciate our achievements and
reward those who have made contributions in science and technology.
On the other, we should realize that the road ahead of us is long, our
tasks are heavy and there are many obstacles and difficulties to over—
come. Complacency is impermissible. We must not feel that we have
already done enough and have solved all the problems that need to
be solved. We must forge ahead, bend science to the service of the
great cause of the anti—Japanese war and national reconstruction and
contribute to its victory by scoring triumphs in scientific research.



THE SITUATION IN THE ENEMY'S
REAR AND THE QUESTION OF
MILITIA BUILDING

November 1941
I
The people’s militia — a broadly—-based, armed organization of the
masses — 1s an important force that co—operates with and reinforces

the regular army in maintaining the War of Resistance Against Japan
behind enemy lines, and helps to protect and consolidate the base
areas, it provides a powerful reserve force for sustaining the protracted
and large-scale anti—-Japanese war there. Since the start of this war,
our army has used the militia in these ways and succeeded in creating
anti-Japanese base areas in the enemy’s rear and carrying on the re-
sistance. By now, a general foundation has been laid for militia or-—
ganizations there. In many places, model self-defence corps, voung
anti—Japanese vanguards and guerrilla units have become an indispen-—
sable force for protecting the base areas and continuing the War of
Resistance.

But we should recognize that the War of Resistance in the enemy’s
rear has grown and that we still have serious shortcomings in this
aspect of the struggle. The people’s militia is far from being up to
its mission: It should be strengthened both guantitatively and qualita-—
tively.

This article first appeared in the Military and Political Journal of the Eighth
Route Army (Vol. III, No. 11, November 1941), published by the Eighth Route
Army’s Political Department.
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II

What changes have come about in the anti-Japanese war behind
enemy lines?

The War of Resistance there may be roughly divided into two
stages.

In the first stage, the enemy launched fierce frontal attacks while
our army, taking advantage of his insecure foothold, took bold actions
and drove straight into his rear, freely manoeuvring in vast areas of
Shanxi, IHebei, Shandong, Henan, Jiangsu and Anhui provinces. It led
the people there to create many large base areas while reinforcing and
expanding the main troops. During this entire period, the enemy
carried out frontal attacks and dispersed his troops in his rear area,
thus making his rule there unstable. Meanwhile, our forces had the
initiative. This was a period of rapid growth in the anti—-Japanese
guerrilla war behind enemy lines.

Great progress was made during this period in building anti-Japa-
nese base areas in enemy-occupied territory. By following the correct
policy of consolidating and expanding the anti—-Japanese national
united front and persevering in resistance behind enemy lines, we
brought about unity among the people of all strata against Japan, es-
tablished honest and efficient united front government, improved the
people’s living standards, and developed a self-sufficient economy in
the base areas. Our army units, after their consolidation and expan-—
sion, improved greatly in both quality and qguantity and armed large
numbers of guerrillas to fight the enemy tenaciously. All this laid a
solid foundation for our position in the base areas. These areas have
become a serious danger for the enemy and Chinese traitors, who feel
nervous and insecure. Some Japanese cabinet members have even
" against us. This is a clear
indication that the enemy has now shifted his attention to our base
areas in his rear.

clamoured for a “Hundred Years” War”

In the second stage of the war, immediately following China’s
withdrawal from Wuhan, the enemy rushed troops to seize our base
areas behind his lines. Over the past three years, Japanese rule has
become comparatively stable in the occupied areas, where many puppet
forces and regimes have been established. In addition, the enemy has
built a network of communication lines, military strongholds and
blockades. All this has strengthened his position, and has improved
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conditions for his army. Taking advantage of his favourable position,
the enemy has adopted measures for “tightening public security”.”
e is concentrating superior forces to launch large—-scale “mopping—up”
operations, and at the same time carrying out extensive political, eco—
nomic and cultural activities of a conspiratorial nature in an attempt
to destroy our base areas, annihilate our army units and gain control
of the entire rear area. Therefore, the present situation in the enemy’s
rear is one in which both the enemy and we make use of fairly con-
solidated positions to carry out a protracted struggle for control of
territory. In this struggle, we remain in a favourable position political-
ly, but economically and militarily we must redouble our efforts to
match the enemy so as to tip the scales in our favour. Under present
conditions, developing militia forces is one of the important means of
strengthening our military position.

II

Within one vear we must build a large, powerful militia force in
every base area. We must train the militia well, so that it becomes
the backbone of the self-defence corps, the main force in guerrilla war-—
fare waged by the masses and a powerful ally of the regular army and
full-time guerrillas. At present, this force provides strong support for
the main troops and the war effort in the enemy’s rear. In the future,
it will be a ready reserve for the counter—offensive against the Japanese
invaders.

The organization and expansion of the people’s militia should bhe
accomplished primarily through political mobilization based on the in—
dignation aroused among the masses in the ruthless struggle against
the enemy. We should call on all able-bodied men who want to take
up arms and fight the enemy to enlist voluntarily. The milititamen are
volunteers who remain at their jobs while serving as members of
popular armed organizations. In peace—time, they would not only con-
tinue to work the land but endeavour to be model peasants. They
would undertake military drills during the slack farming seasons.

The basic military functions of the militia are to support the main
forces during combat, to conduct mass guerrilla warfare, to maintain
public order in the rear and to take on other assignments in the War
of Resistance. Their tasks might include gathering intelligence, block—
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ading enemy strongholds, sabotaging communication lines, raiding
and harassing the enemy, and attacking any traitors and small groups
of enemy troops that might appear. In addition, in enemy attack, they
lead the self-defence corps in concealing everything useful from the
enemy, covering the villagers’ evacuation, keeping an eye on enemy
and traitorous activities and protecting the local government and the
lives and property of the masses.

We should make it possible for militia units at all levels to main-—
tain a well-integrated, independent organization and to manage their
internal affairs democratically. For instance, leaders should be elected
at various levels, and militiamen’'s enthusiasm and initiative en-—
couraged. Compulsory and official measures dampen enthusiasm and
initiative and are thus undesirable. We should do our best to arm
the militia forces with all kinds of weapons, old and new, including
swords, spears, rifles, hand grenades, mines and home—-made guns, and
help them develop through constant action.

Party, government and military organizations as well as civilians
in the base areas should realize the importance of creating a large,
powerful militia force, and they should co-ordinate their efforts to
make it a success. It won't be successful if we do a perfunctory job
or if everyone goes his own way. We especially request that the regular
army and the local armed forces regard militia building as an urgent
and important mission. They should be ready to transfer some of their
best cadres to help train and lead the militia, to arm the militiamen
by every conceivable means, to attend to their combat effectiveness
and to help improve it, and to strengthen their organization and dis—
cipline. Particularly in time of war, we should give special considera-
tion to the militiamen. Such help is not only worthwhile but indis—
pensable.

After the militia has been established, it should be helped to sur-
vive and grow. We must avoid any attempts to turn it into a regular
force prematurely.

Working effectively and building a large and high—quality militia
force — this is a major military task of ours in continuing the re-
sistance behind enemy lines.



MOURN COMRADE ZUO QUAN

June 15, 1942

In mid-May 1942, the enemy’s main forces 30,000 strong, including
the 36th and 4ist Divisions, launched from the vicinity of southeastern
Shanxi a large-scale “mopping—up’ operation against our Taihang area.
While leading troops to counter the enemy at Matian on May 25, Zuo
Quan, Deputy Chief of Staff of the Eighth Route Army,” was killed
in action. For more than a decade, Comrade Zuo Quan had fought
for the liberation of the Chinese nation and the Chinese people, often
under heavy fire and in total disregard of his own safety. HHe was one
of the most outstanding generals of the Eighth Route Army. But now
he has left us for ever! This is a great loss to our nation and to the
Chinese people. We are deeply grieved at such a loss. Recalling the
career of someone who was my comrade—in—arms for more than a dec—
ade, | cannot but feel sorrow at his death.

Comrade Zuo Quan was born in Liling, Hunan, 36 vears ago. He
joined the Chinese Communist Party in 1925. He served as a platoon
leader and then company commander in the Sixth Army of the Na-
tional Revolutionary Army. Comrade Zuo Quan was one of the first
cadets enrolled when the Whampoa Military Academy’' was estab-—
lished. After graduation, he took part in the Dongjiang campaigns’
for the unification of Guangdong. Later he was recommended by the
Whampoa leadership for admission to a military academy in Moscow.
He returned to China in 1931 to work in the Central Revolutionary
Base Area, where he served successively as instructor at the Red Army
School, chief of the operations section of the Red Army’s Field Com-
mand, political commissar of its 15th Army, and then commander of
that army. In 1933, he became chief of staff of the First Red Army
Group. In 1936, following the Red Army’s arrival in northern Shaanxi
on its Long March, he was made acting commander of the army group.

First published in Liberation Daily, Yan'an, on June 15, 1942,
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When, after the outhreak of the War of Resistance Against Japan on
July 7, 1937, the Red Army was redesignated the Eighth Route Army
of the National Revolutionary Army, Comrade Zuo Quan was ap-
pointed its Deputy Chief of Staff. In that capacity, he fought the
enemy in place after place in north China until he laid down his life
in battle.

Ever diligent and hardworking, Comrade Zuo Quan dedicated all
his energies and his very life to the cause of the liberation of the Chi-
nese nation and the Chinese people, rendering meritorious service to
it. He served for a long time as chief of staff of a large army group,
and participated in the planning and direction of many important
battles and in the building of our army. Particularly since the out-
break of the anti-Japanese war, he worked indefatigably for the nation
and the people in extremely grim circumstances behind enemy lines.
Partly thanks to his contribution, the Eighth Route Army has grown
into a formidable force several hundred thousand strong and north
China has become an indestructible bulwark against the Japanese in-—
vaders as well as a protective screen for the rear areas. A rare talent
in China’s military circles, he made brilliant contributions to military
theory, strategy and tactics, army building, and staff and logistic work.
The meritorious services of Comrade Zuo Quan are indelible. A
model soldier, he will be held in esteem throughout the ages by the
Chinese nation and the Chinese people, by China’s military circles.

We shall never forget Comrade Zuo Quan’s boundless loyalty to
the nation, the people and the revolution. e led a hard life and never
sought personal gain. IHe ate the same food and wore the same clothes
as common soldiers. He remained unmarried until he was 34. Since
the outbreak of the anti—-Japanese war, he had drawn only a five—yuan
allowance each month. He had no private savings, no property of any
kind. He worked tirelessly day and night for the liberation of the
nation and the Chinese people. No matter how difficult and com-
plicated the task and how dangerous the circumstances, he never
sought an excuse to avoid taking part and never hung back. In
grappling with the enemy of the nation and the people, he had the
strength of steel and the bravery of a lion.

We shall never forget Comrade Zuo Quan’s strong sense of
responsibility, his enthusiasm, patience and care towards his work.
He was a man of few words. For more than a decade he poured all
his energy into his work. Even in fighting battles that continued day
and night, and in times of excessive fatigue when he had not slept for
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days on end, he never exhibited negligence or irritability, or a lax
attitude. He was always ready to solve problems, warning his subor-
dinates against something, drawing up orders and checking up on
work. Sometimes when he was overtired, he even made telephone
calls and gave out instructions in his dreams. Comrade Zuo Quan
worked in this manner for better than a decade, never uttering a word
of complaint, never asking for a day of rest.

We shall never forget Comrade Zuo Quan’s honesty, simplicity,
diligence and hard work. While studying in the Whampoa Military
Academy and in the Soviet military academy, he was among the
best students, earning excellent marks. He was strict and exacting
with himself, immersing himself in hard work, caring nothing about
fame. He was modest and amiable towards his comrades. He
helped his subordinates with diligent persuasion and education,
showing consideration for their difficulties and concern for their well-
being.

Now Comrade Zuo Quan is dead. He died on the battlefield
of resistance against Japan. Ilis death 1s for a glorious cause. Iis
name will live for ever. His heroism will go down in the annals of
history. His personality and his moral qualities will for ever be a
model for the living.

We mourn Comrade Zuo Quan with profound grief. We should
learn from Comrade Zuo Quan, fulfil his wishes and avenge him.
We are determined to carry the War of Resistance in north China
through to the end, drive the Japanese invaders out of China, and
liberate the Chinese nation and the Chinese people.



CONGRATULATE DIVISIONAL
COMMANDER LIU BOCHENG ON
HIS 50TH BIRTHDAY

December 16, 1942

December 4 was the 5oth birthday of Comrade Liu Bocheng, com-
mander of the 129th Division of the National Revolutionary Army.
From the campaign against Yuan Shikai”" and the campaigns for pro-
tecting the Republic”™ and upholding the Provisional Constitution™
through the Great Revolution, the Nanchang Uprising,” the Soviet
movement, the Long March of the Red Army to the War of Resistance
Against Japan with its persistent struggle behind enemy lines — these
three decades represent a great historical period. During this period,
the Chinese nation has gone through untold hardships in pursuit of
liberation, and Bocheng, working indefatigably, has given his all to the
revolution. During most of these three decades, [ have attended to
military affairs and served the revolution with Bocheng. I am thus
well aware of his personal qualities. I find many of the glorious
deeds he has performed and his revolutionary qualities worthy of
emulation by our Party’s comrades and by all revolutionary soldiers.

Although Bocheng was still young during the campaigns to protect
the Republic and uphold the Provisional Constitution, he had already
won fame in Sichuan as a general because of his skill and bravery in
battle and his resourcefulness. In fierce, complicated fighting, he
demonstrated a tenacious revolutionary will to work for national liber—
ation. During the protect-the-Republic campaign, the battle at Mian-
huapo in Naxi, Luzhou, was decisive. Bocheng was then in the west
of Kuimen. His men disrupted transportation on the Changjiang
River and mounted flanking attacks on the troops of Zhang Jingyao™

First published in Liberation Daily, Yan'an, on December 16, 1942.
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and Cao Kun®' in support of Cai E's*” Protect-the-Republic Army,
thereby making outstanding contributions to the victory of that cam-
paign.

Bocheng's commitment to national liberation developed con-—
tinuously. After the May 4th Movement,” Marxism began to spread
widely in China and the Chinese Communist Party was founded.
The Chinese revolution entered a period of co-operation between the
Kuomintang and the Communist Party to carry out the Great Revolu-
tion. In this period, Bocheng accepted revolutionary ideas, joined
the Party and reorganized his old troops in Sichuan Province in
response to the Great Revolution. He took command of the Pro-
visional 15th Army of the National Revolutionary Army, waged bitter
combat in Sichuan for several months, but failed finally for lack of
reinforcements. During the Nanchang Uprising, he was appointed
chiefl of staff of the Revolutionary Council's staff officers’ group. He
then went to study in a military school and also in a military academy
in the Soviet Union, where he deepened his knowledge of military
and political affairs.

In the 10-year Soviet movement in the revolutionary base areas,
Comrade Bocheng served as Chief of the General Staff of the Mili—-
tary Commission, and then, president of the Red Army Academy,
assisting the Party Central Committee and the Military Commission
in mapping out military strategy and training cadres. During the
Red Army’s Long March, he directed the Fifth Army Group,” some-
times serving in the vanguard, sometimes in the rear. He accomplished
all the tasks assigned him, especially in the battles at the Wujiang,
Jinsha and Dadu rivers, and at Anshunchang, in which he resolutely
carried out orders under arduous circumstances and displayed his
military genius. In the struggle against the Zhang Guotao line" in
particular, he adhered to the correct line of the Party Central Commit-
tee and helped educate the cadres of the Red Army’s Fourth Front
and rally them to the Central Committee’s policy, thus aiding

5

Army®
the joining of forces between the Fourth Front Army and the Central
Red Army. This highlighted his political steadfastness and his adept-
ness in getting a job done.

After the start of the War of Resistance Against Japan, the Red
Army was made part of the National Revolutionary Army and
Bocheng was appointed commander of its 129th Division. He has
fought behind enemy lines over the past six years, won many important
victories, established the southern Hebei anti—Japanese base area,
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defended the Tathang Military Area and trained his 129th Division
into an invincible force. To accomplish this he has endured untold
hardships and given his all to the country.

Bocheng has the fine work style of a revolutionary soldier and
the excellent qualities of a Bolshevik. He is a model cadre of our
Party.

Bocheng is boundlessly loyal to the nation, the revolution, the
Party and the proletariat. Before joining the Party, his patriotism led
him to participate in the campaign against Yuan Shikai and those for
protecting the Republic and upholding the Provisional Constitution.
After he became a Party member, he gained a deeper understanding
of what is required to liberate the Chinese nation and has devoted
half a lifetime of struggle to the revolutionary cause of national
liberation. Although he is scarred by bullet wounds and his hair
has turned grey, he still exerts himself tirelessly to discharge his heavy
responsibilities.

Bocheng has immersed himself in the masses and knows them
well. I[le is modest and amiable, strict with himself but magnanimous
towards others, setting an example to all. Small wonder that he has
gained the people’s love and become one of their leaders.

Politically, Bocheng is always willing to take on responsibility and
capable of making independent decisions under difficult circumstances.
During a long military career and the past six vears of the War of
Resistance in north China, he has never become dizzy with success or
discouraged by failure. He calmly keeps abreast of complex situa-
tions and fulfils his revolutionary tasks despite all setbacks.

Militarily, Bocheng is not only brave, skilled in battle and expe-
rienced in strategy. He has achieved a great deal and made creative
contributions to military theory. He has the soldierly qualities of
benevolence, faith, wisdom, bravery and discipline, the style of ancient
famous generals. He 1s a talented general, one who 1s hard to come
by in this country.

In the matter of discipline, Bocheng has a high degree of political
consciousness and an enduring sense of responsibility. He is a model
of fortitude, respect for organization and firmness in implementing
resolutions and observing discipline. In the struggle against the Zhang
Guotao line, he displayed a Bolshevik's quality of irreconcilable strug-
gle against all forms of opportunism.

Bocheng has many other strong points worthy of emulating and
promoting. He is filled with revolutionary optimism. Comrades
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who know him are deeply impressed that he is always happy and
optimistic, frank, warm and sincere. No difficulty can discourage
him. IHe studies diligently and helps others tirelessly. While at
a senior military academy in the Soviet Union, he immersed himself
in the study of the Russian language and of military and political
sciences. Although in recent vears he has been very busy in military
work, he has never ceased studying military theories and Marxism-
Leninism. He wrote, edited and translated many works. He tire-
lessly helped train large numbers of military cadres. He is engrossed
in work, devotes himself to public interests, leads a simple and plain
life and is always strict with himself. These qualities are well known
to many comrades.

Fifty years is considered a somewhat advanced age in China, and
veteran soldiers who for 30 years have been braving untold dangers
on the battlefield are our invaluable assets. It is with great delight
that 1 congratulate Bocheng on his 5oth birthday. I wish him a
vigorous old age and urge comrades of our Party and our officers
and men to learn from his glorious example of consistent endeavour
for the revolution.



REVOLUTIONARY ARMY DISCIPLINE

April 16, 1943

The strengthening of a revolutionary army depends on voluntary
revolutionary discipline, which 1s based on the following: First, all
soldiers are instilled with boundless loyalty and a spirit of self-sacrifice
towards the revolution, the War of Resistance Against Japan and
national reconstruction. They then are able to discard personal in-
terests and accept the interests of the revolution as the basis for all
they do. Second, the leadership and the rank and file within the
army are united. Because of their ardent love for the revolutionary
cause, they care for each other, obey orders and observe military
discipline in order to achieve political unity and become of one heart
and one mind. Outside the army, the soldiers are united with the
people. Together they submit unconditionally to the Party’'s leader-—
ship, support the anti—-Japanese democratic government, abhide by
government decrees and regulations, respect government personnel
and take good care of evervone. As a result, nothing occurs that
runs counter to Party policies, government decrees and regulations
or the interests of the masses. Third, army commanders issue sound
orders in battle, show concern for their subordinates, share both good
and bad with them, work selflessly and set good examples, thus
winning a devotion that ensures that everyone is ready to do all nec—
essary to carry out orders. Only thus can the discipline of a revolu-
tionary army be enforced on a voluntary basis and unity strengthened
within the army and between the army and the people. Maintaining
the discipline of revolutionary troops depends mainly on education.
Rewards and punishments are used as forms of education. Rewards
show our soldiers where efforts should be made, while punishments

Excerpts from “Administrative Principles of the Revolutionary Army’, an
article which was first published in its entirety in Liberation Daily, Yan'an, on
April 16, 1945.
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make them aware of mistakes to avoid. We must never be lax in
our attitude towards those who have won rewards, but continue to
educate them and urge them to make continuous progress. We must
never be hostile to those who have been punished, but educate them
with loving care and help them correct any mistakes. Traitors and
saboteurs who may have wormed their way into the army should
be court—-martialled and dealt with according to law. A rule for
maintaining discipline in a revolutionary army is to be strict and im-
partial in meting out rewards and punishments. Beating, swearing
and other abuses have long been banned in our ranks. It is only in
a revolutionary army that discipline can truly be maintained on a
voluntary basis. Hence in our army we should not regard some people
as near and dear to us and keep others at arm’s length: we should
not favour some people and hold prejudice against others; we should
not love some people and detest others: and we should not regard
some people as intimates and others as strangers. There should be
no cliquish mentality or selfish departmentalism. Only by practising
selflessness and treating all people equally, as though they were mem-—
bers of one family, can our discipline be enforced and the whole
army united.

Concern for subordinates should, first of all, be political. All
questions concerning their political honour and status and their oppor-—
tunities for political education should not be ignored, but solved
conscientiously and correctly. Secondly, concern should be shown for
subordinates’ work, such as guiding them in their efforts, assessing
their achievements, commending their strong points and helping them
overcome their shortcomings and solve any difficulties that arise in
order that they may succeed and make progress. Finally, concern
should be shown for subordinates’ material welfare. This is necessary
because, without a minimum material standard, work will be adversely
affected. Material concern should be in line with the following
principles: (1) maintaining our army s glorious tradition of hard
struggle: (2) considering what is possible under the given material
circumstances: and (3) making sure other units or departments are not
adversely affected. This year we aim to produce “ample food and
clothing” in our Shaanxi—-Gansu-Ningxia Border Region. The standard
of living has, in general, been raised. On this basis, the management
of our army can, by and large, be done easily and well. But all
aclts of graft, corruption and waste must be absolutely forbidden in
our army at all times.



WE HAVE THE MEANS
TO FIGHT ON TILL VICTORY

July 5, 1943

The fierce anti-Japanese struggle in the enemy’s rear has entered
its seventh vear. But with victory around the corner we face even
greater difficulties. They include: (1) The invading enemy has
changed his policy of building blockhouses to one of preparing “pris-
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oners’ cages”,” that is, constructing numerous strongpoints, block-
houses, trenches and walls to carve up our base areas (especially on
the Hebei—-Shandong plain). He is also intensifying his blockade of
these areas while they are being carved up. This has forced our
troops to disperse and made their manoeuvre increasingly difficult.
(2) The enemy has switched from encirclement to “mopping-up”
operations. These include the recent continuous and repeated “mop-
ping-up” drives and surprise attacks on our rear. [He attempts to
destroy our forces and nibble away at our base areas. Although the
enemy has suffered repeated setbacks, an increasing number of our
forces are exhausted and we are capturing less booty. (3) The in-
vaders have pursued a policy of “burn all, kill all, loot all”. They
have massacred our people and press—ganged our able—-bodied men in
an attempt to eliminate manpower in our base areas. At the same
time, they have burned large numbers of houses and looted large
amounts of grain as well as implements and other property in an
attempt to exhaust our material supplies and other wealth in our
base areas. We have concealed everything possible from the enemy
and emptied all houses, which in turn has affected economic develop—
ment in our base areas. (4) Over the past three or four vears we

The third of a four—part article written to commemorate the sixth anniversary
of the War of Resistance Against Japan. The full text was first published in
Liberation Daily, Yan'an, on July 5, 1043.
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have not been able to obtain any outside supplies of ammunition,
clothing, bedding, medicines, grain, etc. We are a mighty army
hundreds of thousands strong that has fought hard for several years
despite incredible shortages. This may be unprecedented, but this
really is how things are in our War of Resistance — a sort of miracle.
We have overcome all our difficulties. Having arrived at a clear
understanding of the arduous conditions in the enemy’s rear, we have
persevered in the War of Resistance there. To counter the enemy’s
policy of building “prisoners’ cages” we have streamlined our
administration and maintained dispersed guerrilla activity. Keeping
close ties with the masses, we have been active and flexible in striking
blows at the enemy and have broken his attempts to “preserve peace’
and nibble away at our territory. We have dealt with the enemy’s
policy of “burn all, kill all, loot all” by developing close co-operation
between soldiers and civilians, extensively organizing militia forces
and armed work teams and thoroughly enforcing the measure of
leaving no provisions for the enemy. By stepping up production and
economic development in the base areas, we have endeavoured to
achieve self-sufficiency to remedy the lack of ammunition, clothing,
medicines and other provisions from the outside. In this way, we
have kept up the resistance in the enemy’s rear [or six years, success—
fully protecting our main base areas and preserving our crack troops.
We have struck harder and harder blows at the enemy, built better
and better base areas and trained an indestructible anti-Japanese
army. All this ensures our victory.

Why have we been able to overcome so many difficulties and
persist in the War of Resistance in the enemy's rear? The reasons
are as f[ollows: First, we have maintained our resolve. For the sake
of the Chinese people and nation as well as for our own survival, we
have made up our minds that we prefer death to humiliation and,
therefore, will keep up the fight. Because we have a clear view of
circumstances at home and abroad, we firmly believe that the War of
Resistance is bound to triumph and national reconstruction will cer—
tainly be achieved. Qur leaders and the rank and file have made
a concerted effort; our soldiers and civilians have been of one mind.
They have gritted their teeth and endured suffering and hardships
and devoted their lives to achieving victory. That is why we have
been able to surmount our difficulties and persist in a hard-fought
war. Clearly, our resistance in the enemy’s rear would have ceased
long ago if we had allowed pessimism and wavering sentiments to
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influence us and had succumbed to our difficulties. Second, we have
persisted in making progress. We have been staunch in carrying out
the policy of anti—Japanese national united front and have persisted
in uniting with people in all walks of life and with all armies. We
have thoroughly exercised the “three thirds system” of democratic
government”™ and pursued the policy of giving consideration to the
interests of people from all walks of life. We have practised complete
democracy, so that all anti-Japanese people can enjoy the freedoms
of speech, the press, assembly and association and of arming
themselves, and we have protected their human and political rights
as well as their right to own land and other lawful property. Thus
we have obtained the syvmpathy and support of people of all strata.
Obviously, our base areas in the enemy’s rear would have disintegrated
long ago if we had acted otherwise and practised a one—party dicta-
torship. Third, we have used our own hands. We have consistently
held that self-reliance i1s primary and external assistance secondary.
Although we have received no arms, ammunition, equipment, medi-
cines, bedding, clothing, provisions or other aid from outside, we were
able to rely on ourselves, on the army and the people who, with
united purpose, are working with their own hands. We have launched
a production movement, with the governments of various localities
managing to help the people increase production and improve their
livelihood. The army has cared for the people and the people have
supported the army. They have helped each other in production to
attain the goal of “developing the economy and ensuring supplies”.
At the same time, we economized by cutting back expenses, opposing
corruption and degeneration, and severely punishing embezzlers. Thus
we have solved the problem of food and clothing for the army and
the people. We have also produced a considerable amount of medi-
cines and ammunition to maintain the War of Resistance. The Japa-
nese invaders and the pro-Japanese traitorous groups expect to see
the end of us because of our lack of provisions and ammunition,
but we have survived through our own efforts. The fact that we can
achieve self-sufficiency in the enemy’s rear by our own means despite
severe enemy blockades and sabotage demonstrates that China,
with its huge population and abundant natural resources and supply
of talent, can overcome all difficulties, if it strives for self-sufficiency
by carrying out a nationwide production drive and severely pun-—
ishing embezzlers. It goes without saying that there are still many
difficulties in our base areas behind enemy lines and that we
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should try to enlist outside assistance. If we can get the neces—
sary supplies from outside, we are certain we can deal more and
heavier blows at the enemy. During this seventh vear of resistance,
we hope to improve co-ordination between battles at the front
and operations in the enemy’s rear and to assist the latter. Qur
country as a whole also has many problems and needs aid from
friendly nations. If China can get more assistance, we will surely
be able to carry out a strategic counter-offensive and, in co-
ordination with our Allies,” defeat the Japanese fascists. We hope
that the United States, Britain and the Soviet Union will be able to
increase their aid to China, so that we can deliver timely blows to
the Japanese invaders. Fourth, we have streamlined our administra—
tion and trimmed our personnel. Because we have correctly analysed
the situation of the War of Resistance and circumstances in the enemy’s
rear, we have been able to formulate and carry out a policy of effi-
cient and simple administration in Party, government, military and
mass organizations. Our streamlined army is better suited to current
military operations in the enemy’s rear, while our Party, government
and mass organizations have increased their efficiency and lightened
the people’s burdens. The simplified administration has freed con-
siderable manpower to reinforce fighting units on the front line and
to bolster production units in the rear. This has brought about a
more rational use of manpower, shifting many persons to their most
suitable positions. If we had not adopted these policies, our army
units would have suffered even heavier losses and it would have
been much harder for us to manage our economic affairs. Fifth, we
have relied on the masses. All our strength comes from the masses.
All our ways and means are created by them. By depending on the
strength of the masses and of the rank and file in the army, we have
defeated the enemy and overcome all difficulties. We are particularly
good at linking ourselves closely with the masses. We know that
if we divorce ourselves from them, we are bound to fail. That is
the fundamental reason why we have been able to surmount all our
difficulties and carry on this bitter War of Resistance for six years.



MILITARY TRAINING MUST BE REALISTIC

August 18, 1943

It 1s essential that our troops become better educated, improve
their combat effectiveness and become a strong army of the nation,
an invincible, ever—victorious army led by the Party. This is particu—
larly important for forces in relatively stable circumstances.

LLike everything else, military education must be based in reality.
We must seek truth from facts. Otherwise, our efforts will be coun-
ter—productive. For example, what our troops should learn, how to
teach them, who will teach them, etc., should be decided in light of
actual conditions prevailing among the troops. If we are not clear
about these points, or if we adopt the wrong approach, our efforts at
education will fail.

The various units of our army were set up at different times. Some
are superior in weapons and equipment, others are inferior. Some are
shedding blood in the War of Resistance at the front, others are
fighting behind enemy lines, while still others are guarding the river
front in the Shaanxi—-Gansu—Ningxia Border Region to provide a shel-
ter for the Northwest. On the whole, however, they share a com-
mon characteristic, namely, they have all undergone long periods
of fighting and training under the leadership of the Chinese Com-
munist Party. They have fairly extensive combat experience and
have attained a certain level of military accomplishment. However,
many of the basics have not been systematically and substantially
taught or practised well because of our unsettled circumstances, fre—
guent combat and taxing military duties, and a number of weaknesses
in past education. Our troops are not “cadres’ corps”, but neither
are they raw recruits. Consequently, we cannot apply to them the
methods we use in training new enlistees. Instead we should provide

First published in Liberation Daily, Yan an, on August 18, 1943.
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remedial education, that is, teach them whatever they need, and
teach specifics, not generalities. This remedial education should not
cover tactical principles or other abstract subjects. It should stress
concrete fundamentals. First of all, each fighter must be taught to
master his own speciality. Those who have rifles should learn
thoroughly how to use and take care of them, becoming skilled in
shooting and in using the bayvonet. Those who use hand grenades
should be expert in throwing. The same holds true for those who
handle machine-guns and artillery. It is essential that weapons be
used properly and that man and technique be closely integrated. We
should teach the necessary skills to those who have weapons but do
not know how to use them. Those who have already grasped the
essentials should review what they have learned. Learning to use
things is different from learning political theories or how to read
and write or general tactical and strategic principles. What is re—
quired is not a lot of lectures but constant, repeated practice so that
the technique may be explored thoroughly and accurately. The past
mistake of stressing lectures rather than practice should be corrected.
A few lectures on principles are sufficient in a scldier’s technical educa-
tion. The point 1s to master the technique by practising these prin—
ciples. Knowing only the principles will not enable the technique
to be brought into play effectively. For example, if you do not prac-
tise charging with the bayonet, you will not develop strength and
will not be able to overpower the enemy. If you do not practise
shooting, yvou will not aim accurately and will not kill the enemy.
If you do not practise grenade throwing, vour throw will lack distance
and will not hit its target. If those who have skill cannot use it to
inflict casualties on the enemy, they will not have full confidence in
it nor develop their fighting capacity to the maximum. Bourgeois
strategists like to stress the role of technique. “Only by mastering
good technique can there be high morale”, they say. We put it differ—
ently: High morale should be integrated with the mastery of good
technique. This is because our revolutionary soldiers already possess
high morale. They fear neither hardship nor danger. Always wanting
to be the first to charge at the enemy and the last to retreat, they
look death calmly in the face. But it also must be recognized that
while our troops have high morale because of our political superiority,
their technical foundation is weak. This latter aspect is not merely
because our equipment is inferior to that of the enemy, but more im-
portantly, because many of our comrades have not fully mastered the
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use of what we have. As a result, many good comrades have died
unnecessarily, and there have been so many instances in which enemy
troops were not completely wiped out when they should have been.
We should never forget this lesson written in blood. We may be
certain that if we can better master the skills and combine them with
a high morale, the general spirit of our troops will rise higher than it
1s now. Their confidence and fighting capacity will be further en-
hanced, and they will be able to inflict greater casualties on the enemy
while suffering fewer losses themselves. What we call technical
education does not involve new or modern technology. It consists
of mastering techniques already in use to ensure that under present
battle conditions each soldier can fight alongside others in his unit
or fight on his own when separated from it. Of course, we hope very
much that the Eighth Route Army’ and the New Fourth Army”
will acquire some new equipment with which to inflict greater casual-
ties on the enemy, thus contributing more to the nation. Indeed,
we believe that one day they will have such new equipment, though
we do not cherish the illusion that it will drop from the sky. There
is no harm in teaching our troops, particularly the cadres, some elemen-
tary facts about new technology. But our main task is the mastery
of what we have now. If each fighter can use his weapon skilfully,
making full use of its power, our education will have achieved an
unprecedented success.

Learning techniques, like anything else, must proceed systemati—
cally from a lower to a higher stage, from the easy to the more difficult.
For instance, in learning to take aim in shooting practice, we should
start with a target that is near, then move it progressively farther
away. In learning to manoeuvre, we should start with simple move-
ments and then proceed to complicated ones. When we study
something we must do so solidly and master it. We must become
proficient in one thing before turning to another. Only in this way
can the movements referred to above be accurate, forceful and skilful,
increasing the learner’s confidence and courage. We must not work
in a slipshod way, seeking quantity to the neglect of quality.

Two other things need to be done to assure successful technical
training in the army: First, encourage wider participation in military
sports to improve the physique and cultivate a martial spirit. Second,
mount an organized campaign to promote military drill and practice.
For instance, take a company or regiment as a unit, select a few of its
best shooters, grenade throwers and bavonet wielders as models for
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their comrades to emulate. They can be called “sharp shooters”,
“He Long grenade throwers”, etc. The army should train these people
in a planned way (such as giving them extra lectures), reward them
(spiritually or materially, citing them at meetings or describing their
deeds in newspapers) and promote them. We must see to it that all
our soldiers feel that mastering techniques is a great honour and
that they are willing to emulate these people. Thus we can create
an atmosphere of competition. In doing this, it is important to take
the company or regiment as a unit, set a minimum standard and make
sure evervone reaches it. In shooting, for instance, fix a distance
of 100 or 150 metres, set up a so—cm. round target and require that
every fighter achieve an accuracy rate of 50 to 70 per cent to pass the
test. In organizing a campaign in this way, the achievement of the
individual is linked to that of the collective and no undue prominence
1s given to any one particular person. Ilere, as in other work, those
comrades who teach or learn well should be rewarded, those who are
slack and refuse to learn conscientiously should without hesitation be
criticized or even subjected to a group struggle session. It is essential
that guerrilla habits are abandoned, that everyone attaches importance
to study, shows concern for and takes an active part in it. Otherwise,
it will be impossible to bring about an upsurge in education.

As for teachers, we should rely on the cadres available and not
expect to find teachers elsewhere because that is both impossible and
inadvisable. It is true that we should oppose the complacency, igno-
rance and incompetence of some comrades and make them understand
that their knowledge 1s inadequate and that they need to learn.
However, the argument that in—-service cadres are not educated enough
to teach 1s nonsense. It i1s true that many of our cadres have not
attended military schools, do not have much formal education, and
that they often speak and act in a “country bumpkin” way. They
cannot teach from textbooks or expound on new technical knowledge
that they do not have. But they are all battle—tested veterans with
experience in fighting and in the use of weapons. Therefore, as long
as the educational plan is realistic and the leadership helps provide
instruction, we can have full confidence that our cadres not only can
teach but can teach well. The question is whether our educational
plan is realistic and its goals attainable. Experience proves that
problems can only be solved by a realistic approach. This is true of
other things, but it is particularly true of military training.



TRAINING AND LEADING THE TROOPS

October 16, 1943

[. TRAINING THE TROOPS

We must have a goal in military training. What is the criterion
for a good soldier, or for success in training? He must be both brave
and skilled. These two requirements are of paramount importance.
If vou are not brave, if vou are afraid of death, vou won't be able
to fight. In the past, our Red Army soldiers were very brave —
which is good — but insufficiently skilled. It 1s best to possess both
bravery and skill, to achieve the integration of the two. In training
soldiers our aim is to make them skilled as well as brave, so that they
will be sure of themselves when they fight.

How 1s bravery acquired? The first thing 1s to have class conscious-—
ness. With class consciousness, a soldier will be courageous when
he engages the enemy, however poor his material conditions. This is
because he wants to serve his class by fighting the enemy. This kind
of bravery, of course, is individual. But in the aggregate, it becomes
the bravery of the entire army and the entire class. That is why
our soldiers are so courageous and advance wave after wave in battle,
with even the cooks and stockmen contributing their full share. This
is not true of other armies. The second thing is to have phyvsical
strength. We must be physically fit and able to run. Without a
strong constitution, courage alone is useless, however great it may
be. Physical strength comes from training. Anyone can acquire it
through training. This is true for refined intellectuals, and particular-—
lyv so for workers and soldiers, provided they are willing to undertake
the training.

Excerpts from the report, “On Army Administration”, delivered at a con-—
ference of high-ranking cadres of the joint defence forces of the Shaanxi—-Gansu-
Ningxia and Shanxi—-Suivuan border regions.
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What about skill, or technique? There are different branches of
technique, which we should learn to master one by one. If we work
hard, we can do it. In shooting, for instance, one year's practice
brings results. As for grenade—-throwing, practising for a year, even
for five or six months, can also bring results. Each of our fighters
should become a crack shot or an ace grenade-thrower. We should
be able to aim and hit others who cannot hit us, be able to throw a
grenade 50 metres when others can throw only 30. We must master
these techniques. This will give us confidence and increase our
bravery. We will achieve our goal in military training if we are able
to combine skill with bravery, thus enabling even the most backward
and timid among us to strike the enemy effectively.

How should we train our troops? There is no other way, except
that our cadres become personally involved and set an example, which
is most important. They are expected to do so in other matters, and
all the more so in military training. Who should conduct the training
of troops? First the squad leader, then the platoon leader, then the
company commander. They should set an example in every act.
Most of our platoon leaders and company commanders are Party
members. Their political enthusiasm and class consciousness can
influence the soldiers. Cadres who are politically conscious and want
to make revolution should display virtues such as selflessness, mutual
help and modesty — virtues by which they can influence others. Con-
versely, if cadres are politically unaware or selfish or even do bad
things, that will be awful, for their subordinates may follow suit.
Thus, subordinates may become good by following good examples,
or become bad by following bad examples. In addition to workers
and peasants, there are also loafers who join the revolution. Some
of them do so only to get official promotion and grow rich. How
can we transform them? The key lies in influencing them with our
own class consciousness and political awareness. Should we give them
lectures? Lectures, of course, are indispensable, but we cannot rely
on lectures alone. We should influence such people by what we
say and do when we are with them, when we are walking, talking
or eating together with them. This will often produce better
results than lectures. [ say this out of my own experience. | was
once a platoon leader and a company commander. In those days, [ did
not know the meaning of class solidarity or similar ideas. I knew only
that we had to save our country because it was in grave danger,
and | explained this to my subordinates, trying to influence them polit—



108 ZHU DE

ically. In time they accepted what [ said. This method may also
be applied in military training. We should be the first to perform
military acts well. If we show our men how to perform correctly,
they will copy us and imitate whatever we do. This also will many
times produce better results than regular lectures or planned education.
In the days in the Jinggang Mountains, when others went to carry rice,
I went too. Often when I got halfway up a mountain, my shoulders
ached under the heavy load and [ found it hard to go on. But because
| offered to carry, the soldiers vied with one another to carry too.
That shows that if you set an example, things will go well. In every
aspect of training or leading troops, we should set an example. If vou
want your men to be good marksmen, vou should first of all become
a good marksman vourself. If you want vour men to be able to throw
grenades a long distance, vou should first of all master the art of
grenade—throwing yoursell. By the same token, vou should take the
lead in doing all you want your soldiers to do. This is a best method
of training in the army.

The most important thing in training an army is, as an old Chinese
sayving goes, to train the mind of the soldier. Feudal landlords want
workers and peasants to serve in their army, but at the same time
they want to oppress them. To the landlords, training the mind of the
soldier means making him adopt their ideas so that he will forget his
class origin and oppress other workers and peasants on their behalf.
We are not like that. By training the minds of soldiers we mean that
we should awaken their class consciousness, make them aware of their
class origin, of how they were oppressed and exploited. We must tell
them how they can unite, learn to master skills and free themselves
from oppression and exploitation. Once they have understood this,
once they are aware of the true state of affairs in society, they will
close ranks, concentrate on the revolution and devote themselves en-
thusiastically to mastering skills so that they can strike the enemy effec—
tively. In military training, therefore, we must proceed with politics
first. Training the mind means doing political work, arousing the class
consciousness of the soldiers and transforming them into educated
fighters. Not understanding this, some of our comrades conduct
military training in much the same way as the Kuomintang officers,
believing that all they need do is apply coercion. This is not good.
From now on our commanders, particularly our company commanders,
must pay attention to this matter. Not only should company com-
manders train soldiers in military techniques. They should cultivate
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the soldiers’ minds by doing political work as well. This work should
be in the hands of political instructors, of course. But company com-
manders, too, should assume responsibility for it. This is an important
point.

Physical training and mastering skills are also necessary. How can
we train ourselves physically? One way is by performing gymnastics
(freestanding exercises, military exercises, gymnastics on apparatus,
and gyvmnastic drill with guns). There is also the high jump and the
broad jump. The more one exercises, the greater strength he gains
and the more he wants to exercise. In this way one continues to build
physical strength. You may get bodily aches and pains in the begin-—
ning. If vou do, rest for three to five days before continuing training.
If vou feel aches and pains, it is because vour physical strength is
growing. You must not give up training. Instead, yvou must persist
and the discomfort will gradually go away. What, after all, is so ter—
rible about hardship? Physical strength comes from constant training.
If one understands this, one will cease to fear the initial aches and
pains, and will be eager to carry on. If we are to carry guns and hght,
we must develop physical balance, so exercise on the bar is also a good
way of training. Once we have physical balance, we will be able to
apply our strength at will. We should learn from some of the Japanese
military training methods. They begin with a one-month session of
strength-building exercises of all types. Six months’ training can
achieve great results. Once you are physically strong, you will be able
to hold yvour gun steady, climb mountains and engage in skirmishes.
These are all important skills. Our veterans who are not skilled
enough should do their best to learn and catch up. There is a wide
variety of skills, and I am not going to elaborate on them one by one.
In short, we should train large numbers of crack shots, top—notch artil-
lery men and ace machine—-gunners. We should see that our fighters
master different skills.

We also should change the individual habits of our soldiers and
inculcate the habits of collective life. It is difficult to become ac-
customed to collective life all of a sudden. Tt takes time to get used
to 1t. But collective life 1s of great benefit in military training.
Educating soldiers by involving them in lectures, drills, meetings and
recreation is a merit peculiar to our army.

Our military training thus consists of four aspects. First, setting
an example. Second, doing political work, namely, cultivating the
mind. Third, building physical strength and learning the necessary
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skills. Fourth, teaching the soldiers to live a regular, collective life.
If we do all these well, we will achieve remarkable results in military
training.

II. TROOP LEADERSHIP

How should we lead the troops? There are 12 points | want to
make in answer to this question.

First, it is necessary for cadres to set an example. Since [ have
already dwelt on this question at length, | shall not discuss it further.
As the old saving goes, “IHe is a famous general who can lead his men
in a charge and share both good and bad with them.” In history, few
generals have done this. But the cadres in our Red Army are all
“famous generals” because they are able to charge at the head of their
men and share hard times with them as well as good.

Second, we must build up our “home economy’. What do we
mean by the “home economy” of the Communist Party? We now have
a Bureau of Material Supplies, but it is not the major home economy
of the Party. I refer instead to the weapons we have. Without
weapons we can achieve nothing. The Chinese revolution relies on
them. Other people want to deal with us today precisely because we
control the border regions and because we are armed. Even our
opponents recognize this. It would be too bad if our comrades didn’t.
The officers and men in our army must all come to understand this.
A company commander should know that his company is his home
economy. To lead his soldiers well, he has to build up this home
economy and manage it effectively. Of what does our entire home
economy consist? It consists of guns, bullets and hand grenades, and,
more recently, we've got horses, pigs, sheep, etc. If we want to build
up this home economy, we must cherish and take good care of our
weapons., We must see that our guns, bullets and hand grenades work
properly. Sabotage by enemy agents may, of course, turn our hand
grenades into duds. In the absence of enemy sabotage, if grenades
have been allowed to get wet they will not explode, either. If guns
have not been cleaned for a long time, they will not work, either. We
cannot blame enemy agents for that. Hereafter, each soldier in each
company should take it as his duty to cherish his weapons and take
good care of them. Every soldier in the ranks should take good care
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of every weapon in his possession. So too with the company com-—
mander, the political instructor and the quartermaster. With well-kept
weapons, we can fight the enemy to the finish and capture more from
him to reinforce ourselves. The company commander, platoon leader
and the rank and file should all look upon good care of weapons as
the best means of revolution. Without weapons, we shall remain ex-
ploited and oppressed or even lose our heads. With them, we can
overthrow the enemy and liberate all of China.

Third, we must have a political guarantee. There should be
various guarantees of success in leading the army. The most impor-—
tant among them, however, 1s a political guarantee, which means
raising the class consciousness of our soldiers. During the Agrarian
Revolutionary War (1927-37), we raised the class consciousness of our
soldiers to a very high level by telling them how the proletariat had
suffered, how the workers and peasants had been oppressed and ex-—
ploited. Not only commanders but also our fighters could discuss this.
Indeed, some of our men were very good at it. When enemy soldiers
were captured, they lost no time in explaining things to them and
persuading them to join our ranks. Then the captured enemy soldiers
would say, “Alright, T will stay with you here.” Just see, comrades.
This is how we persuaded them to join us in carrying our struggle
through to the end. Political awareness brought in its wake class
solidarity and a spirit of mutual help. As a result, the newcomers dis—
covered that things were very bad in the enemy camp but were very
good 1n ours. They came to understand that they had been mistaken
in the past, that they had truly come home to a very happy family.
In those days, many joined our army. Very few ran away. We had
no guards posted at the gates of our barracks at that time. If they
wanted to run away, they could do so. But they did not, because we
had done a truly good job in leading the army. As already mentioned,
training the army mainly involves awakening the class consciousness of
the fighters. We lead the army also mainly by raising their class con-
sciousness. Once a fighter has increased his consciousness and under—
stands that his only way out 1s to remain with the revolutionary army,
he will not run away. Instead, he will work for all he's worth. In
this way, the army will be well led and our ranks consolidated. This
is our political guarantee. Trying to achieve it should not be the job
of political instructors only. It should be undertaken by all, with the
encouragement of the Party organizations.

Fourth, we must have a military guarantee. If we do a poor job
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in military training, we won’'t be able to lead the army well. Some
people will desert and our casualties will increase. If we don't take
precautions against air raids, a bomb dropped may kill dozens. If we
don’t take appropriate measures against enemy agents, they may incite
our men to desert. And if we don’t remain alert, an enemy attack may
cause casualties. Casualties are, of course, unavoidable in battle, but
we must avoid meaningless losses. A person charged with leading
troops should not lightly allow the loss of even one man. For this
reason, it is necessary through political awareness to guarantee that
there is no running away and through military training to guarantee
that casualties are reduced to a minimum. When we are not fighting a
battle, we should make constant precautionary checks for the presence
of enemy agents. In this way, we can avoid unnecessary loss of per-
sonnel.

Fifth, we must have a guarantee of material supplies. We should
do a good job of production to ensure a good life. Soldiers will desert
if they do not have a full stomach and warm clothing or if, as a result,
they are physically weak. No problem of this sort has occurred this
vear, one reason being that we have shown concern for the men’s wel-
fare and supplied them with ample food and clothing.

Sixth, sanitary circumstances must be guaranteed. We must guar-—
antee the health of our fighters and teach them elementary hvgiene.
For example, windows should be left open. When manyv people gather
at a meeting all day behind closed doors, if you don’t open the window
to let fresh air in, a healthy man will fall ill, let alone a physically
weak one. We should rise early in the morning, get up on time and
go to bed on time. We should make a fire when the weather turns
cold, eat cooked food and drink boiled water rather than unboiled.
These are all elementary hygienic rules. We will not fall ill if we
practise them. All this is also a point that merits our attention in the
leading of troops. When a man falls ill, we should take good care of
him. Company leaders should go to see him. This is good politically
and will help strengthen class solidarity. When company leaders visit
him, the patient feels better. This, plus the wvisit by a doctor, will
enable him to get well. From now on, we should make it a regular
practice to show concern for patients. All the more so for men wound-—
ed in battle. Everything possible should be done to supply their needs,
and this should not be regarded as giving special privileges.

Seventh, efficient organization must be guaranteed. Party organi-
zations are vital to achieving this. There are Party branches and Party
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members in our companies. The Party branch should guarantee good
administration and keep the unit informed of enemy manoeuvres. The
company commander should treat the Party branch as the force at the
centre of leading the troops. It is the core of our leadership. He must
not pit himself against the Party branch. He must not be at odds with
it. Co-ordinated efforts should be carried out by all to make the com-
pany’'s work a success. In the guerrilla war in the past, the political
instructor acted as a political commissar, because many of the company
commanders at that time were not strong politically. Indeed, some of
them were of mercenary background. Today, the political instructor
plays a somewhat different role from that of the political commissar
in the guerrilla war period. It 1s now his duty to share with the com-
pany commander responsibility over the work of the entire company,
particularly its political work. It is important that he and the company
commander work well together. Each company must be made to
operate like clockwork. The Party branch, the political instructor and
the company commander must co-ordinate their efforts closely in
order to provide good leadership.

Eighth, we must enforce strict discipline. Troops cannot be led
well without it. What do we mean by discipline? Is it the Three Main
Rules of Discipline and the Eight Points for Attention?” It involves
these primarily, vet it is more than these. According to the Three
Main Rules of Discipline, in relations with the masses, discipline
means not impairing the interests of the people; economic discipline
means turning in all things taken from local tyrants; military discipline
means obeying orders. We've led the army effectively for the past
yvears by relying on these three rules. What is the specific discipline
I have in mind now? It is that we must, without fail, put into practice
everything prescribed. That 1s our current discipline. If evervone
follows rules, things will proceed in an orderly way. Cadres should
set an example in observing discipline. No one is to violate discipline.
Whoever violates discipline shall be punished. The Kuomintang fol-
lows the practice of “allowing only the magistrates to burn down
houses while forbidding the common people even to light lamps”.
What we want is a discipline that officers and men alike observe
voluntarily. By strictness in discipline we mean that the slightest viola-
tion should be dealt with promptly instead of allowing more viola-
tions and then making a final settlement of accounts. It is not good
to wait, to eventually make a final settlement that might put an of-
fender to death. Criticism is necessary for minor violations, and
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punishment should be meted out to those who deserve it. Each case
should be dealt with promptly on its merits. In this way, there will
be a steady decrease in the number of discipline violations.

Ninth, we must be strict but fair in meting out rewards and punish-
ments. Those who have done well should be rewarded and those who
have violated discipline should be punished. There should be no
partiality. Some people have become model workers or heroes in
productive labour. How, then, can there be no heroes in our army,
which has lost so many comrades in battle? We need all sorts of
heroes, heroes in grenade—throwing, shooting, etc. Heroes of every
type will come to the fore once mass military training is launched.
In the last six vears of the anti—Japanese war, a galaxy of heroes has
emerged but we have not given them proper commendation and pub-
licity. We have not properly rewarded or commended those who de-
serve it. These are my views on the necessity of rewards. As for
the question of punishment, I have already discussed it above.

Tenth, we must clearly define duties. A clear distinction should be
made between the duties of the commander and the political instructor
in a company. The duties of its Party secretary should also be made
clear. Other clarification of duties may be made in light of con-
crete conditions in each company. In defining duties, it is necessary
to proceed from reality, to consider what needs to be done and whether
it can be done. In short, each person should perform his duties in a
manner that enables each company to administer its affairs on its
own.

Eleventh, we must live a regular life. In army life, it is neces-
sary to go to bed and to get up and work on schedule. I myself,
for instance, have lived as a soldier all these past years. I feel called
upon to get up when the time comes. And [ rise at the usual time
even if I might have been in a meeting until after midnight. This reg-
ular habit is hygienic and very helpful. Army life is strict. We must
cultivate good habits. Our fighters should be taught the habits of
collective life and be willing to live that way in the ranks of the
revolution. Special efforts also should be made to encourage cultural
pursuits. Those who can sing songs should be encouraged to sing
and those who can sing traditional operas should be encouraged to do
so. This too will help us lead the troops well.

Twelfth, we must organize study effectively., Our army is, so to
speak, a school that is better than certain regular schools. Our army
consists of very few proletarians. It is made up mostly of people of



TRAINING AND LEADING TROOPS 115

peasant origin. Provided they study and remould themselves well,
these comrades of peasant origin can become fne proletarian fighters
and even shoulder important revolutionary tasks. After training for
three, five, eight or ten years, they can gain a good understanding of
the hows and whys of the Chinese revolution and the world revolu-
tion as well, and their knowledge in various fields will have increased.
If they work hard, they will make daily progress. Many of our
cadres have risen from the ranks and some of our divisional com-—
manders have been promoted step by step all the way from orderly.
Many of our most talented cadres have emerged from the companies.
They have been tempered to become competent, efficient and knowl-
edgeable. Our company commanders and political instructors should
thus appreciate the importance of organizing study well. Organi-
zations at all levels should make conscientious efforts to do this.

If the above 12 points are attended to and well integrated, the prob-
lem of leading the army will be as good as solved.



MEMORIES OF MY MOTHER

April 5, 1944

The news of my mother’s death has saddened me deeply. I
loved her and have many precious memories of her, especially of how
hard she worked all her life.

I come from a family of tenant farmers, whose forefathers original—
ly inhabited Shaoguan in Guangdong Province. During the mass
migrations to Sichuan Province,” they moved to Ma'anchang, Yilong
County of the province. For generations, our family tilled the soil
for landlords and lived in poverty. All our friends were also im-—
poverished peasants, simple and honest.

My mother bore 13 children, but because my family was too poor
to feed them all, only eight survived. Those born later had to be
drowned. Though unavoidable in the circumstances, it was a truly
miserable ordeal for my mother. She raised the eight of us single-
handed. But being occupied most of the time with work in the house
and on the land, she was unable to really look after us and had to
let us scramble about by ourselves.

My mother was a good worker. As far back as I can remember,
she always rose before dawn. The womenfolk used to take turns
preparing breakfast for our family of more than 20 people. Each
turn lasted a year. After preparing a meal, my mother still had to
work on the land and in the vegetable garden, feed the pigs and
silkworms, and spin cotton. Because she was tall and strongly built,
she was also able to fetch water and carry manure.

That was how my mother toiled all day long. When | was four
or five vears old, | naturally began to take my place beside her as
she worked, and by the time I was eight or nine [ could not only
fetch and carry but also work in the fields. I remember returning
often from the private village school and, seeing my mother cooking
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at the stove, sweat pouring down her face, I would quietly deposit
my books and go to fetch water or put the cows out to pasture. At
certain times of the vear, I would study in the morning and work on
the land in the afternoon. During busy seasons, | would work all
day in the fields with my mother. It was during this time that she
taught me a lot about farming.

Life among the family of a tenant farmer was, of course, very
difficult, but we managed to pull through partly because my mother
was capable and clever. We extracted a kind of wood oil for our
lamps. Our main fare at meals was cither peas, simple greens, sweel
potatoes or food grains other than wheat and rice. Our only seasoning
was home-made rapeseed oil. Landlords and other wealthy people
would never have wasted a glance at such food, but my mother was
able to turn it into a tasty meal for the whole family. Only when
there was a good harvest could we make our homespun clothes. My
mother spun the yarn and then asked others to help her weave it
into cloth and dye it. This cloth, which we called “family-made”,
was as thick as a copper coin. Clothing made from it could be handed
down from child to child without wearing out.

Our family was industrious, well-organized and well-disciplined.
My grandfather was a typical Chinese peasant. Even in his late
eighties, he still insisted on working in the fields. Otherwise, he felt
he would get sick. He worked nearly to the dayv of his death. My
grandmother was the family organizer. She was responsible for
assigning production tasks for the whole year, which she did on the
eve of each Spring Festival. Every day, before dawn, my mother
would be the first to rise. Then my grandfather could be heard
stirring, followed by all the others. Each went about his or her
task, feeding the pigs, chopping firewood or fetching water. Of
all the family, my mother had the greatest ability to work hard without
complaint. She had a kindly, gentle disposition and never scolded or
beat us, or quarrelled with anvone. That is why, although our family
was large, relatives and in—-laws, voung and old, all lived together
in domestic harmony. My mother sympathized with poor people —
that was a kind of simple class feeling. We were not well-off, yet she
would help out and minister to needier relatives. She was very
thrifty. Father would sometimes take a little tobacco or liquor, but
mother saw to it that the rest of us did not. Her industriousness
and frugality, her generosity and benevolence have left a deep 1im-
pression on me to this day.
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This does not mean, however, that calamity will not befall the
Chinese peasants simply because they are industrious. Near the turn
of the century, Sichuan Province was drought-stricken for several years
in succession. Starvation and ruin struck multitudes of peasants, who
were sometimes forced to band together to seize food from the
wealthy. T personally saw 600 or yoo0 raggedly dressed peasants with
their wives and children beaten and slaughtered by so-called official
troops. The land was splattered with their blood for 20 or 25 kilo-
metres around. Their cries pierced the heavens. During this time,
my family was beset with greater difficulties. Through whole years
we had to eat leafy greens and sorghum. We had no rice. In 1895,
the landlord threatened us with eviction from the land. On the very
eve of Spring Festival, he forced us out of our house. He did this
after an unsuccessful attempt to bully tenant farmers by raising their
land rent. Under these wretched circumstances, our weeping family
was dispersed into the night. From then on we lived in two separate
places and, because of a shortage of hands plus natural calamities,
we were sometimes unable to bring in a harvest. [t was one of our
most miserable experiences. Mother, however, never lost heart. In
fact, her sympathy for the poor peasants increased, as did her aversion
for the callous rich. What my mother told me in a few bitter words
and the injustices | witnessed myself awakened in me a youthful urge
to resist oppression and seek enlightenment. So [ made up my mind
to ind a new life.

Soon thereafter, I left home to go to school. As the child of a
tenant farmer, I would not have had the money to study. But the
harassment by landlords and bad gentry and the tyranny of vamen
bailiffs made my parents resolve to scrimp on food and clothing so
that they could provide for the education of one person who would
become the family “pillar”. I studied at the private village school and
then, in 1905 (the 31st year of Emperor Guang Xu's reign in the Qing
Dynasty), | passed the imperial examinations and went even farther
awav, to Shunging” and then Chengdu, to continue my education.
The money for my tuition, amounting to more than 200 dollars in all,
was borrowed from many people, and it was not until I had become
a brigade commander in the Yunnan Army that [ was able to repay
these debts.

In 1908, I left Chengdu to return to the county town of Yilong
where several friends and I ran a primary school. T was able that
yvear to go home two or three times to see my mother. Old and
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new ideas were then in sharp conflict. Imbued with new ideas
about science and democracy, we wanted to do something for our
hometown. The conservative local bullies and despotic gentry opposed
us. | therefore resolved to leave without telling my mother and go
to far-off Yunnan Province to join the New Army’' and the Tong
Meng Hui (Chinese Revolutionary League).” After I had arrived in
Yunnan, letters from home let me know that my mother did not
oppose the action | had taken at all. She even sent words of com-—
fort and encouragement.

Since 1909, the first year of the Qing Emperor Xuan Tong, [ have
never returned home. | did get my parents to join me in 1919. But
they were used to working on the land and felt uncomfortable away
from 1it, so they decided to go back. My father died on the way home
and my mother continued to work until the very end.

My thinking continued to develop along with the progress of the
Chinese revolution. Once I discovered the correct path, I joined the
Communist Party of China. After the failure of the Great Revolu-
tion (1924-27), I completely lost contact with my family. Mother had
to support the whole family by herself, relying on our 30 mu® of
land. T was able to communicate with them by letter again only
after the outbreak of the War of Resistance Against Japan. Un-
derstanding the cause | was working for, mother hoped for the suc-
cessful liberation of the Chinese nation. She was aware of the diffi—-
culties facing our Party. She continued to live the simple and hard-
working life of a peasant woman. Over the next seven vears, [
sent home a few hundred yuan and some photos of myself. Although
she was getting old, she always thought about me, just as I alwavs
thought about her. Last year | received a letter from a nephew that
said: “Grandmother is 85 this year. Ier spirits aren’t as good as
formerly, nor is her appetite, and she can’'t manage in her daily life
as well as before. She would really like to see you and tell you all
that has happened since you left home.” But [ was so busy myself
working for the national war of resistance that, to the end, I was
unable to gratify her wish.,

My mother’s life was characterized by unceasing labour. She
was still at the stove just before giving birth to me. Even in old
age, she loved working in the fields. Last vear, another nephew
wrote, “Because Grandmother is getting old, she isn't in such good
health as before, but she never stops working. She especially likes
to spin.”
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[ am thankful to my mother for passing on to me her experience
in struggling against difficulty. Because [ had undergone plenty of
hardship at home, more than 30 years of military life and revolution
have not seemed hard to me. Nor have I been frightened by any
difficulty that has cropped up. Because my mother gave me a strong
and healthy body and taught me diligent habits, I have never felt
run—-down.

| am thankful to my mother for teaching me about farming, for
giving me a strong revolutionary will and for encouraging me to take
the revolutionary road. With each passing day that I have followed
this road, | have become increasingly aware that those are my most
precious assets.

My mother has left me now. | shall never see her again. [t is
a deep sorrow without remedy. She was an ordinary person, one of
tens of millions of the Chinese labouring people. But it i1s these
people who have created, and are still creating, Chinese history. [How
shall I repay my mother’s great kindness? I shall be for ever loyal
to our nation and people and to the Chinese Communist Party on
which they have pinned their hopes, so that others like my mother
will be able to live in happiness. This is something [ can do — and
will do.

May my mother rest in peace.



HEROISM OF THE EIGHTH ROUTE
AND NEW FOURTH ARMIES

July 7, 1944

Depending on the strength of its imperialist military machine and
in accord with its long-planned scheme of aggression, Japan launched
an offensive against our country, bringing about a situation in the
early days of the war in which Japan was advancing while we were
retreating. The Japanese invaders boasted that thev were “invin-
cible”, “all-conquering”, were achieving “brilliant military successes”,
etc. But before long, our Eighth Route Army”™ and New Fourth
Army”’ boldly attacked the invaders and drove into the areas behind
their front lines. The battle at Pingxingguan™ blunted the edge of
the enemy’s advance for the first time, shattering the myth of his
“invincibility” and establishing our people’s faith in pursuing a pro-
tracted war of resistance to victory. Since the loss of Wuhan and
especially the Hundred-Regiment campaign,” the enemy has become
deeply aware that our Eighth Route and New Fourth Armies are a
hidden danger to his imperial army. So he slowed down his frontal
attack and put all his effort into “mopping-up” operations in the rear
areas. For five and a half vears, 64 per cent of the Japanese troops
in China and more than go per cent of the puppet troops were con-—
centrated on the Eighth Route Army, the New Fourth Army and the
people in the enemy’s rear. They built “prisoners’ cages” covering
11,000 kilometres with blockade walls and trenches, 10,000 strongpoints
and 30,000 blockhouses: conducted operations to “mop up” and “nib-
ble away at” our base areas and “comb the countryside”; perpetrated
the “three alls” (killing all, burning all, looting all): and launched
“prolonged exterminating mopping-up campaigns’, “total warfare”
and campaigns for “tightened public security”.” Even though under
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these conditions the enemy and puppet troops enjoyved absolute super—
iority in numbers and equipment while we were isolated in their
rear without any outside supplies of provisions and ammunition,
our Eighth Route and New Fourth Armies not only held the enemy
forces but switched from defence to attack, gained the initiative and
defeated and destroyed large numbers of them. During the past
seven years, our Eighth Route and New Fourth Armies have engaged
in 92,000 battles, major and minor. They have killed, wounded or
captured 1.1 million enemy and puppet troops, recovered vast areas of
lost land, emancipated 8o million compatriots from enemy rule, estab—
lished 15 anti—-Japanese base areas of varying sizes in north, central
and south China, and organized two million armed militiamen and
tens of millions of civilians. All this has helped people around the
world realize that the Chinese nation is a great unconquerable force.
We have gained such unprecedented achievements not only due to the
correct political line and strategy and tactics followed by our two
armies, but also to the heroism of all our officers and men, who
displaved the utmost fortitude and fought with utter disregard for
their own personal safety.

It should be pointed out, however, that the Eighth Route and
New Fourth Armies have been far from adequately praised for their
fortitude and heroism. Many persons fail to distinguish this new type
of heroism from the old-type, individualistic heroism. They mistake
heroes or heroism for cliché, a product of individualism, which is
characterized by showing off, striving for personal gain and fame and
seeking the limelight. They think that, because we are led by the
Communist Party, all members of our Eighth Route and New Fourth
Armies should be collectivists and, therefore, have nothing to do with
heroism. Because of erroneous ideas such as these, many heroic —
indeed earthshaking and heart-stirring — exploits as well as the heroes
who performed them have been ignored or forgotten. Recognition
of these heroic acts has not plaved the role it should, and this is a
heavy loss indeed. People who are sceptical about this new type of
heroism do not understand that revolutionary heroism is a product of
the revolutionaries’ dedication to the cause of revolution: it is a brand-
new thing, essentially different from the old, individualistic heroism.
They do not understand that revolutionary struggles call for revolu-
tionary heroism and numerous revolutionary heroes, who cannot be
subdued by force or corrupted by riches or shaken by poverty and
who are loyal and devoted, always serving the revolution with heart
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and soul, ready to sacrifice their lives. Those sceptics also fail to
understand that the reason our army has been able to defeat the
enemy 1is, in fact, the heroism of our units, the emergence of numerous
heroes who are brave in battle, ignoring their own personal safety.

Heroism in the Eighth Route Army and the New Fourth Army
1s not displayed for personal interest or to serve the reactionary forces,
as i1s the old heroism. It is new heroism, revolutionary heroism, mass
heroism.

The new, revolutionary heroes place revolutionary interests above
all else, have a high sense of responsibility and a high degree of
enthusiasm for the revolution, regard the joys and concerns of the
revolution as their own, and work wholeheartedly for the revolutionary
cause throughout their lives, thinking little of personal gain or loss.
They are not only willing to sacrifice personal interests but are unhesi-
tatingly ready to lay down their lives for the interest and needs of
the revolution. Because the revolutionary cause belongs to the masses
and is an undertaking of their own, revolutionary heroism is necessarily
mass heroism. Mass heroism manifests itself in two ways: first,
whatever one does is for the interest of the masses, to which one’s
own personal interest 1s unconditionally subordinated; second, one
believes that mass strength — collective strength — is the mighty force
in the making of history and in the creation of all social wealth
while individual strength is merely a drop in the vast ocean of collec—
tive strength. The new hero emerges from the concerted action of
the broad masses of the people in the course of common struggle, is
appreciated and praised by them, is not self-styled and does not set
himself above others. And a new hero knows that he is but one
among the people, a drop In the ocean of mass strength. He never
looks down upon those who lag behind him or envies those who are
more advanced, but is imbued with the collective spirit of helping
and learning from one another: one for all and all for one. This is
the unmistakable difference between the new hero and the old-fashion-
ed, individualistic hero. The latter seeks above all to gain personal
fame, power and position instead of drawing a clear line of demarca-
tion between revolution and counter-revolution. He considers him-
self to be above all others and always tries to advance himself. He
looks down upon the masses and is divorced from them. He even
goes so far as to hoodwink and enslave them. As a result, the old-
style individualistic hero i1s bound to be spurned by the masses and
mocked by history.
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The new heroism is a product of the new times and new society
and 1s inseparable from the leadership of the Communist Party. Only
the fine qualities and bold vision of communism can produce a
thoroughly revolutionary viewpoint and mass viewpoint and lead to
a movement of new heroism. All old selfish exploiting classes have
lacked the courage to face the revolution and the masses. They have
stifled and ruined no one knows how many real heroes. They have
aided many evil persons operating under the cloak of “hero”. Under
the leadership of the Communist Party, however, all persons are able
to give full play to their talents and creativity in the cause of the
revolution and for the masses. As a result, they are able to con-
tribute more and more to the treasure—house of revolution. All mass
heroes will be appreciated, commended and immortalized, along with
the great cause of the revolution.

The Eighth Route Army and the New Fourth Army are patriotic
forces led by the Chinese Communist Party. They enjoy all the nec—
essary conditions for launching a new heroism drive. Although in
the past we did not adequately carry out such a drive in the army,
our forces made unparalleled heroic achievements and in fact pro-
duced many outstanding heroes of the new type. The three major
tasks for all our army units at present are fighting, production and
uniting with the masses; these also are the three main endeavours in
which to achieve the new heroism. On the battle front there have
been many engagements in which our officers and men have expressed
great heroism, as in the victory of the famous Pingxingguan campaign,
the burning of enemy planes at Yangmingbu,” the Hundred-Regiment
campaign that struck terror into the enemy’s heart, the five heroes’
jumping off a cliff at Mt. Langya,” the martyrdom of an entire pla-
""" the defence of Huangyan-
dong, the battle of Liulaozhuang north of [Huaiyin in which an

entire company — 82 in all — heroically gave their lives,”” the defence
04

toon in defending Macheng Village,
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of Nandaigu and Beidaigu,"”’ the ambush at Hanlue Village,”” and
the annihilation operation at Zhenjiazhuang.'"” Ileroism has also
been displayved in production. The units left behind in the Shaanxi-
Gansu—-Ningxia Border Region last year turned 206,000 mu” of barren
mountain into farmland, harvesting 4.65 million kilogrammes of grain.
This year they plan to harvest 15 million kilogrammes. They aim for
complete self-sufficiency in food, clothing and housing, without asking
the civilians for a single grain of rice, a single inch of cloth or a single
cent. Although the army units on the front line are fighting hard,
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they have also undertaken a production campaign. Labour heroes,
some of them combat heroes as well, are appearing one after another
both in the rear and on the front line. Our troops have also per-
formed many touching deeds in supporting the government and
cherishing the people as well as uniting with the masses. Large num-
bers of activists have taken the lead. Under their influence, our men
have learned through practical education that the common people
are like parents of the army and have come to understand the proper
relations between the army and the government. Experience proves
that our fighters can love the people and the government in the same
way they love those near and dear to them. The example provided
by large numbers of activists in battle, in production and in mass work
has not only inspired the middle elements among our forces but also
the backward ones. The mass movement propelled by these activists
has achieved tremendous progress and brought about a new situation
in all aspects of our army’'s work.

If someone asks me about the Communists in the army, about the
special manifestations of their Party spirit, | point to heroism, or play—
ing an exemplary role in fighting, production and mass work. The
facts bear this out. All 12 of the brave fighters who distinguished
themselves in the defence of Huangyandong were Communists. Up
to 45 per cent of our total army casualties in Shandong in the past
few years were Communists. Many combat heroes are Communists.
This 1s also true in production and in mass work. Eighty per cent
of the labour heroes among the troops stayving behind in the Shaanxi-
Gansu—-Ningxia Border Region for garrison duty are Party members.
These are concrete examples of the fine qualities and strong Party
spirit among Communists. It is only in the Eighth Route and New
Fourth Armies, which are led by the Communist Party and where
Communists play an exemplary role, that the new type of heroism
can be developed to strengthen and consolidate our army units and
make them the armed forces of the people which are invincible.

Experience has proved that citing the new heroism is an impor-—
tant and effective method for advancing our work, training cadres
and educating the masses. Therefore, revolutionary emulation and
new heroism drive should be promoted in the Party, government,
army, mass, cultural and educational organizations.

We have often called on cadres to play an exemplary role in our
company work in the past, haven't we? Why, then, has it not been
very effective? Why should a person be a model in one thing and
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not in another? Why was someone a model yesterday and not today?
The chief reason is that we failed to make the new heroism drive an
essential means of advancing work, training cadres and educating
the masses. We failed to do it in a serious and systematic way.
Therefore, I deem it necessary to explain the significance of launching
such a campaign and what we should pay attention to.

First, the new heroism drive is a mass movement which is aimed
at achieving a practicable objective under correct guidance through
extensive, friendly emulation among revolutionary comrades and by
giving full rein to evervone's enthusiasm and initiative. It will bring
about a stimulating atmosphere where bold progress will be the rule,
with everyone trying to contribute to the revolutionary war as much
as possible. Only when the masses have been fully mobilized to
plunge into specific tasks can their mighty power be displayved, and
can heroes emerge from among them in large numbers. If the masses
are not fully mobilized and if the work is done only by a limited
number of people, the function and significance of outstanding figures,
even if a few appeared, would be insignificant.

Second, this is an important method for uniting with the masses
and training cadres. In the course of a mass movement, the leading
comrades should show great concern for their subordinates, make
meticulous studies in order to understand them, and sedulously train
them. When their subordinates need help, the leaders should go to
them; when they achieve something, senior comrades should award or
praise them to encourage them to advance further. It is only through
such attention that heroes can be discovered among the masses and
competent and qualified cadres be trained. This group of activists
forms a core for uniting with the masses. And under their influence,
the masses will enthusiastically plunge into action. This is a painstak-
ing job. Neither bureaucratic practices nor indiscriminate commenda—
tion or attack can achieve anything.

Third, this is an important method for educating the masses and
doing political work in the army. The masses are most familiar with
and admire heroes and their deeds. Calling on the masses to follow
the examples of these heroes from their midst will avoid empty
dogmatic talk and achieve effective education. In our revolutionary
army, everyvone has an ardent desire to do better. It is the duty of
the leaders to foster this desire and turn it into concerted effort in
the revolutionary war. This has determined the educational method
of our army, which lays stress on exemplary deeds and encouragement
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instead of on passive reprimand or threatening reproach. If everyone
becomes energetic, enterprising and keen to catch up with the pace-
setters, our work will make giant strides and evil tendencies will be
overcome in the course of its advance. Therefore, we should adopt
this method as a form of regular and systematic work to raise national
awareness and class consciousness and as an important way to carry
on political work in our army.

The War of Resistance of the Chinese people enters its eighth
vear today. The Allied British and American troops have success-—
fully landed in northern France. The summer offensive of the Soviet
Red Army has swiftly smashed the German-Finnish defence line
between the Karelian Isthmus and Byelorussia. In the Pacific Ocean,
American navy forces have broken through the inner defence ring
of the Japanese invaders. On the battlefields in the enemy’s rear
in China, our Eighth Route and New Fourth Armies have in the past
vear actively expanded the anti—Japanese base areas, increasing their
population from 50 million to 8o million. As a result, the Japanese
aggressors have a strong premonition that the general counter—offen—
sive of the Allied forces in the Pacific Ocean is not far off. To
extricate himself from doom, the enemy has put up a desperate strug-
gle, sending part of his troops to make frontal attacks in China.
China's Nationalist troops along the front were panic-stricken because
they had long neglected military preparedness. Despite the Nation-
alists’ numerical superiority — 10 times the enemy’s strength — the
greater parts of IHenan and Hunan provinces were lost within two
months and the Northwest and the Southwest were threatened. In
these critical days, history has bestowed a greater mission on our
Eighth Route and New Fourth Armies. They have become an in-—
creasingly decisive force in the epic struggle to defend northwest and
southwest China, check the enemy attack and prepare for counter-—
offensive. In the national War of Resistance Against Japan and
the international anti—fascist war, our army has assumed an unusually
heavy responsibility, performed great military exploits and become a
heroic force. But the present military situation imposes on us heavier
responsibilities and more difficult tasks. As the war enters its eighth
yvear and with the movement for heroism under way, our courageous
officers and men will undoubtedly redouble their efforts to conduct
the movement in combat, production and mass work. Emulation in
these fields among the fighters and commanders, among all personnel
and all departments and units, will grow into a vigorous upsurge to
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produce still more heroes and heroic deeds and thus to further im-
prove our work and strengthen our struggle. This will enable us to
fulfil the mission entrusted to us in this war — defeat and wipe out

the Japanese aggressors!



SPEECH AT A FORUM ON THE
WRITING OF THE HISTORY OF
THE RED ARMY'S FIRST ARMY GROUP

1944

We are meeting today to urge you to start writing the history of
the First Army Group of the Red Armyv.”” Why must we do this?
Because our Party is going to convene its Seventh National Congress'”
and we need to review our experience and lessons since the founding
of our army. As an important component of the Red Army, the
First Army Group has played its role in the past revolutionary strug-
gles. Many comrades have laid down their lives and large numbers
of cadres have been trained. The history of our First Army Group
is a glorious one.

The origin of the First Army Group can be traced back to 1925
when the Guangdong Revolutionary Government was born.'"” The
troops under its control were reorganized as the National Revolu-
tionary Army, and our Party sent Comrade Ye Ting'" to form the
Independent Regiment,"” which was attached for training to Zhang
Fakui’s 12th Division of the Fourth Army. During the Northern Ex-
pedition, the Independent Regiment had some 2,000 men and most
of its cadres were members of the Communist Party. Comrades Lin
Biao,” Zhou Shidi,""" Chen Yi,""" Nie Heting'"” and Xiao
Ke'" all came from this regiment. By the time of the Nanchang
Uprising,” it had evolved into six separate regiments designated as
the 11th Army. In addition, the Guards Regiment of the Wuhan
National Government, commanded by Comrade Lu Deming''' and
others, was organized by cadres from the Independent Regiment. This

guards regiment later came under the leadership of Chairman Mao,

Excerpts from a speech delivered at a Yan'an forum.
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" and then went into

the Jinggang Mountains. Before the Nanchang Uprising, Chen

participated in the Autumn Harvest Uprising'
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Duxiu's'"® opportunist leadership had abandoned army building, hand-
ing troops over to the bourgeoisie and putting exclusive stress on mass
movement. It was indeed stupid of them to have no Party members
of our own to serve as army officers, only allowing them to assist
others in political work! At that time we had only the one Inde-
pendent Regiment, when in fact we could have formed more army
units. At the later stage of the Great Revolution, Chiang Kai—shek
turned reactionary, and members of our Communist Party and revolu-
tionary people were slaughtered everywhere. We could have driven
him out and carried out the revolution ourselves, if we had undertaken
army building seriously and integrated the military movement with
the mass movement. But we were ignorant of the importance of
armed struggle and of creating our own army; consequently, when
Chiang Kai-shek became reactionary, instead of our throwing him
out, he had many of us driven off or slaughtered. This shows that
he was cleverer than we in that he knew the importance of having
armed forces. Hence a great and vigorous revolution was throttled.

Ye Ting's Independent Regiment eventually grew into the 24th
and 2s5th Divisions, which were chiefly responsible for suppressing the
Xia Douyin rebellion
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during the days of the Wuhan National
Government. Why was this army unit so strong then? There are
three reasons: 1. There was Party organization in the army. 2. The
troops had political training. 3. The army enjoved the support of the
broad masses of peasants and other sections of the people in Hunan
and Jiangxi provinces. These were also reasons why the Workers’
and Peasants’ Red Army was so powerful subsequently.

Significant military victories were won during the Nanchang
Uprising launched on August 1, 1927. The six regiments under Com-
rade Ye Ting and the seven regiments under Comrade He Long"
made up the main force of our insurrectionary army. But we had
only the experience of the Northern Expedition to go by in directing
military operations. We had no experience with guerrilla warfare,
and no idea of the need to disperse our troops to win over and arm
the masses. Although we had a lot of rifles, we did not know what
to do with them. The people around Nanchang supported us but
we did not realize the need to arouse and organize them. Instead of
penetrating the rural areas of Jiangxi, Hunan and Hubeil to organize
the local workers and peasants, we rushed south to attack Guangdong
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and capture seaports through large-scale regular warfare. The summer
days were hot and many fighters dropped out during the forced
march. In addition, most soldiers in the insurrectionary army were
Hunanese and would not go to Guangdong. What was fatal, however,
was that our approach was wrong. We won many battles, but ended
up in defeat. We reached Guangdong with only a few thousand left
of the original 30,000-man insurrectionary army. The lesson is: Our
army should have gone into the rural areas instead of trying to launch
attacks on big cities.

During the southward drive of the insurrectionary army, [ led
the contingent on the right. Although we were defeated at Sanheba,
we were not completely routed. We retreated through Fujian to
Jiangxi and then were compelled to go into the mountains and engage
in guerrilla warfare. This had an advantage: We began to adopt the
right approach, that of guerrilla warfare. Instead of trying to occupy
big cities as we had in the past, we became realistic and integrated
ourselves with the masses, arousing them to take part in uprisings
and establishing revolutionary base areas. Our tactics also changed:
Fight only when we were sure of victory and move about to avoid
any battle in which we were not sure we would win. Once we were
on the right track, the revolutionary forces were able to survive and
grow. In the wake of the Guangzhou Uprising,'” it was precisely

119

because the Dongjiang Red Army did not know how to “move
about”, only how to “strike out”, that it fought pitched battles down
to the last man and suffered complete defeat.

After the Nanchang Uprising, we took the troops to the Shangyou
and Chongyi mountain areas in order to rest, regroup and replenish
the revolutionary army, as well as to bide our time. While conducting
consolidation and stepping up training, we began to expropriate the
local tyrants. At the same time, we joined forces with a battalion

“ under the command of Chairman

led by Comrade Wu Zhonghao'
Mao. | also took advantage of my personal relationship with Fan
Shisheng,”” who had been a schoolmate of mine, to discuss a united
front with him. As a result of all this, we were able to recruit new
soldiers and get new supplies of rifles, ammunition, clothing and
medicines, and our troops got a good rest and regrouped. This was
to play an important role in our later struggles. Indeed, as I look
back today, I find the strategy of forming a united front with Fan
Shisheng completely appropriate and correct.

After the failure of the Guangzhou Uprising in December 1927,



132 ZHU DE

we recruited scores of cadres who had survived it. Having pulled
our troops out of Shaoguan, we first attacked Renhua and then moved
to Yizhang in southern Hunan, and sparked the Southern Hunan
Uprising.'” After that our army became integrated with the peasant
movement in Hunan. The lesson to be drawn is: We can survive a
major defeat and grow only when we have reorganized our troops,
regained our strength, changed our orientation, gone deep into the
rural areas and won the support of the masses.

During the period of the Great Revolution, many military com-
rades rendered meritorious service to the founding of our army. They
included Comrades Zhou Enlai, Nie Rongzhen, L1 Fuchun and others
who were in charge of the Military Commission of the Party Central
Committee, and comrades of the secret military training class spon-
sored by the Party. Without the military activities carried out by these
people, we could not have formed the Independent Regiment, nor
would there have been the Nanchang, Autumn [Harvest, Guangzhou
and Southern Hunan uprisings. The Party’s Military Commission had
also sent cadres to study at the Whampoa Military Academy,” many
of whom later became the backbone of the Red Army. But these com-
rades only experienced the Northern Expedition, not guerrilla warfare,
so they did not know how to get their troops to strike roots among
the masses, to “lay eggs”’ everywhere in order to expand their own
ranks. As a result, these forces, although brave, were too often
defeated.

In the Southern IHunan Uprising, we aroused the masses, which
proved to be a move in the right direction. But the Hunan Provincial
Committee and the Southern Hunan Special Committee of the Party
pursued “Left” putschism, burning and killing at random. As a result,
they were divorced from the masses, became isolated and finally were
defeated even though they had occupied more than a dozen county
seats in southern Hunan. After pulling back, they went into the Jing-
gang Mountains and joined forces with Chairman Mao. Henceforth,
this contingent began to engage in organized guerrilla warfare. [ had
already had some experience in guerrilla fighting. Beginning with the
Revolution of 191, [ had fought against the northern warlords'™ in
Sichuan and Yunnan for 10 vears and we had always prevailed with
an inferior number of troops. Militarily, we mainly adopted guerrilla
tactics. I remember that when I was studying military affairs in
Moscow, my instructor once tested me by asking how I would fight
after my return to China. [ answered that my methods would be:
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“Fight when vou can win, move away when vou can’t win,” and “Pull
the troops back to the mountains when necessary.” [ was criticized
at the time for this view. In fact, however, this is a principle of guer-—
rilla warfare. So on this score | have plaved a sort of leading role.
The Guards Regiment of the Wuhan National Government had
planned to participate in the Nanchang Uprising, but before its arrival
there, the insurrectionary army had moved southwards. This con-
tingent participated later in the Autumn Harvest Uprising and, led by
Chairman Mao, went into the Jinggang Mountains. The troops there
joined hands with the remaining troops from the Nanchang Uprising
and then all were reorganized into the Fourth Army of the Red
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Army 7 with Chairman Mao serving as Party representative and I as
commander. The Jinggang Mountains became our base area. Thus
we began in an organized way to expropriate the local tyrants, divide
land and build up our revolutionary base. Under the leadership of
Chairman Mao, our orientation became clearer. The founding of the
Fourth Red Army consequently played a momentous role in the de-
velopment of the revolution.

It should be pointed out here that Chairman Mao consistently be-
lieved in seeking truth from facts. e stated at that time that it was
necessary to set up base areas in the countryside. And to establish
base areas, we needed troops, government, Party organization, mass
movement and appropriate topographical conditions. Many new meth-
ods had been developed in building the army such as economic de—
mocracy, the system of giving officers and men the same pay, with no
one allowed to waste even one cent, etc. This was very revolutionary.
Proceeding from the actual conditions, we also set up specific systems
for political work in the Red Army. For instance, the Three Main
Rules of Discipline and the Six Points for Attention’ were laid down
during the struggle in the Jinggang Mountains. It was explicitly stipu-
lated that the Red Army’s mission was not confined to fighting. [t
also had to carry out propaganda among the masses and organize and
arm them, establish political power and raise funds for the revolution.
The policy of winning over prisoners ol war was also established in
those days. So, we would not hesitate to win over and use war pris—
oners, as well as to incorporate into our own forces troops of the old
type who came over to our side. For instance, we boldly absorbed
troops led by Bi Zhanyun'® and some other comrades and, later, the
troops led by Comrade Luo Binghui,” all of whom had crossed over.
After reorientation, these troops fought hard and were highly combat-
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worthy. Though not well disciplined at first, they gradually improved
through education. Comrades Luo Binghui and Bi Zhanyun remain
fine cadres of our army to this day. Our work in this regard was quite
fruitful.

Many battles were fought during the days in the Jinggang Moun-
tains, and fought brilliantly. The enemy had well over 100,000 troops
but could not defeat us after more than a year's fighting. The local
masses supported us. We knew how to lure the enemy troops in deep,
and destrov them in the base areas. The 31st Regiment of the Jinggang
Mountain forces in the Fourth Red Army grew out of mass struggle.
It had a strong mass viewpoint and knew how to do mass work. The
28th Regiment of the Nanchang Uprising forces had great fighting
ability but lacked a strong mass viewpoint. Later the two regiments
shared their respective experiences, learned from each other’s strong
points and integrated them to make up each other’s deficiencies. As
a result, both became skilled in iighting as well as in doing mass work.
With greater mass following, they fought many victorious battles.
Since then, doing mass work became a fne tradition of the Fourth Red
Army.

At a time when we had won many battles in the Jinggang Moun-
tains, the Hunan Provincial Party Committee sent us representatives
ordering our troops to storm Chenzhou. It was not right then to divide
our forces for a rash advance, but since the provincial Party committee
insisted, we could not but obey. Chenzhou was taken all right, but we
suffered great losses because of wrong approach. Most of the 29th
Regiment of the Fourth Red Army was broken up; one battalion of
the 28th Regiment was separated from us and though it was later re—
covered, Comrade Wang Erzhuo'™ died in the effort, which was an
enormous loss. This shows that the evil of subjective, dogmatic and
arbitrary orders was already there, not something acquired later.

In early 1929, the main force of the Fourth Red Army came down
from the Jinggang Mountains and advanced to southern Jiangxi to join
forces at Donggu with the 2nd and 4th Independent Regiments of the
Workers’ and Peasants’ Red Army. When it came down from the
mountains, the Fourth Red Army had 4,800 men. When it reached
Donggu there were 4,000 left. These were hard times in the guerrilla
war. After regrouping and taking a short rest, the troops advanced
towards Fujian. In mid-March, a victory was won in the battle at
Changlingzhai, in which Tingzhou was occupied and the enemy brigade
commander Guo Fengming was killed. This created a new situation.
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The Fourth Red Army expanded, there were more men and more guns,
and various policies and systems were initiated.

But there was disagreement in the Fourth Red Army in western
Fujian over how the army should be built. This came up at its Seventh
and Eighth Party Congresses. The contention centred on the need,
arising from the growing number of troops, for a new set of methods
such as those later adopted at the Fourth Red Army’s Ninth Party
Congress in order to go a step further and create a new proletarian
force. The resolution adopted at the Army’s Ninth Party Congress'™
outlined a programme for building the Red Army as a whole. Its im-
plementation subsequently led to further expansion of our army and
the establishment of a vast base area on the Fujian-Jiangxi border.

After the Fourth Red Army’s Seventh Party Congress, the army
advanced on central Fujian, then turned back to storm Shanghang. By
that time, it had expanded to four columns. After the Army’s Eighth
Party Congress, the troops marched towards the Dongjiang area but
the operation failed because, once again, the tactics were wrong. The
Party Central Committee, then in Shanghai, ordered the Fourth Army
to enter the Dongjiang area and attack Jiang Guangnai'® and Cai
Tingkai”' and to storm Meixian County to co-ordinate its action with
Zhang Fakui's'"” entry into Guangdong in the war against Chiang
Kai—-shek. We carried out this ill-advised order and as a result suffered
defeat. However, the mistake was soon corrected. This was the
second lesson learned from a defeat that was caused by accepting sub-
jective, arbitrary direction.

Chairman Mao’s thinking consists of seeking truth from facts,
adopting a mass viewpoint, sowing seeds evervwhere, arming the
masses, and adopting the method of “hens laying eggs”’, thus facili-
tating the rapid growth of the revolutionary forces.

When the Li Lisan line'™ held sway, military mistakes were com-
mitted again, but it had little effect on the Red Army’s First Army
Group because Chairman Mao adhered to his principle of building and
relying on revolutionary base areas. He disapproved of troops leaving
the base areas too long and going too far in a bid to attack big cities.

The Red Army’s First Army Group was formed in Tingzhou in
June 1930 when the Party Central Committee sent Tu Zhennong''' to
transmit the Li Lisan line. It was composed of four armies: the Third
Army commanded by Huang Gonglue, the Fourth Army by Lin Biao,
the 12th Army by Wu Zhonghao and the zoth Army by Hu Shaohai.
Setting out from Tingzhou, the First Army Group marched northwards
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in mighty contingents, first taking Zhangshu, then crossing the Gan-
jlang River to attack Gao’'an, Shanggao and other places. It captured
more than a dozen counties in a row. Actually it owed its victories to
the fact that it was still fighting a guerrilla war. As the masses were
aroused, the army grew considerably. It began with around 10,000
men and grew until there were 18 000. The Central Committee had
ordered us to storm Nanchang but we knew we had no guarantee of
victory. So on August 1 we sent Luo Binghui with a small contingent
to demonstrate at the Niuhang railway station in memory of the
“August 17 Nanchang Uprising which took place three years earlier.
But the Third Army Group of the Red Armv” had entered Changsha,
then pulled out. So Li Lisan ordered us to co-ordinate with the Third
Army Group to attack Changsha once again. | remember the Third
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Army Group had sent Yuan Guoping'™ at that time to inform us that
it already had between 30,000 and 40,000 men and would undertake
the capture of Changsha single—-handed. The First Army Group was
asked only to move into nearby areas to serve as reserves and boost
morale. After entering Hunan, the First Army Group attacked Wen-
jiashi and defeated the troops of Dai Douvuan'™ in a brilliant victory
(this was the first time we captured a radio transmitter-receiver from
the enemy). The First Army Group and the Third Army Group then
joined forces at Yonghe, Liuyang County, to form the Red Army’s
First Front Army.”" We attacked Changsha three times without suc-
cess. Chairman Mao was wise in that he knew beforehand that the
order of the Party Central Committee in Shanghai would not work out
and Changsha could not be taken easily. He had, therefore, prepared
alternative plans.

Following our failure to take Changsha, we became down—-to-earth
again and calmly estimated the strength of the enemy relative to our
own before deciding to return to Jiangxi. But the Central Committee
did not endorse our plan and some cadres also opposed it. So, we
were instructed to attack Wuhan and Jiujiang. Most comrades of the
Third Army Group did not want to turn back either. We made a
detour, finally bringing our troops back to Pingxiang. We proposed to
raid Ji'an first and storm Jiujiang after the troops were reinforced,
promising that we would achieve our purpose without fail. It was only
then that the Central Committee approved our plan. Ji'an was cap-—
tured in October as expected. The ranks of our troops swelled. The
First Army Group had some 30,000 men when it left Ji'an and crossed
the Ganjiang River. This was of great significance In our preparations
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to smash the Kuomintang’'s first “encirclement and suppression cam-
paign'” against the Central Soviet Area.

The first counter—-campaign against the “encirclement and suppres-—
sion” was fought brilliantly. In the Longgang battle on December 3o,
1930, two enemy brigades under Zhang Huizan' " were completely
wiped out, 10,000 rifles were captured and Zhang and his own
troops — 10,000 strong — were all taken prisoner. We then attacked
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Tan Daoyuan’s'”’ division and wiped out most of it as well. The
enemy troops under Xu Kexiang,”' Mao Bingwen'” and Zhu Shao-
liang'" fled helter-skelter. Thus the enemy’s first campaign of “encir-
clement and suppression” was smashed. This demonstrated that only
by relying on the masses in the base areas and by luring enemy troops
deep inside could large numbers of the latter be eliminated. The Li
Lisan line was discredited by reality. We can thus see the power of
Chairman Mao’'s thought. If the Li Lisan line had not been resisted
and troops had been sent to attack Wuhan and Jiujiang, the results
would not be hard to imagine.

After regrouping and resting for four to five months, the Red Army
smashed the enemy’s second “encirclement and suppression” cam-
paign'"
But the situation was somewhat different this time because Xiang
Ying

in May 1931. This counter—thrust was also conducted smartly.
""" had arrived and some differences had cropped up. But the
incorrect views did not prevail. The First Front Army was still under
Chairman Mao’'s leadership and, therefore, a splendid victory was soon
won. This victory was also gained by luring in the enemy forces and
concentrating forces to wipe them out while relying on the masses and
the base areas for support. In the battles at Donggu and Futian, troops
under Gong Bingfan'" and Wang Jinyu'" were wiped out first. After
that, our troops fought their way through Baisha, Zhongcun and
Guangchang right up to Jianning. In 15 days, they swept through 4o0
kilometres of enemy land, winning five victories in as many battles,
pulverizing 16 enemy divisions and taking large numbers of prisoners
as well as capturing large guantities of weapons and ammunition.
The enemy’s third “encirclement and suppression” campaign'
was directed by Chiang Kai-shek himself. It started in July 1931. The
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enemy drove straight in from the north along three routes, making
directly for Xingguo and Yudu in the Soviet area. The situation be-
came critical. We withdrew and moved rapidly into the Xingguo base.
Operating between the three invasion routes, we wiped out the
enemy’s 54th Division under Hao Menglin at Liangcun, and the 8th
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Division under Mao Bingwen at Huangbei. We fought ingeniously,
moving out of an area less than 10 kilometres wide between the two
prongs of an enemy attack, advancing and retreating freely. This was
because we had a superior mass base, making it possible to reduce the
enemy to utter exhaustion. “Our stout men have worn themselves
thin and our thin men have worn themselves to death”, the enemy re-
marked. Finally at Fangshiling and Zhangjiabeil, we completely put
out of action the enemy’s s52nd Division under Han Deqin and most
of the g9th Division under Jiang Dingwen. This marked the end of our
third campaign against “encirclement and suppression”.

The first, second and third campaigns against the “encirclement
and suppression” provided invaluable experience f{or the revolutionary
war in China. The main lesson is: We must rely on the masses. We
conducted all three counter—campaigns on behalf of the masses and in
turn relied on them. With only 50,000 men and 30,000 rifles then, we
broke all three “encirclement and suppression’ campaigns which in-
volved several hundred thousand enemy troops. Neither Chiang Kai-
shek nor any foreigners knew the exact number of our troops, and even
the Party Central Committee could not believe we had so few people.

After this last victory, the Party Central Committee became dizzy
with success. With our victory in the Soviet area and following the
September 18th Incident,” it adopted the “Resolution on the Urgent
Tasks Arising from the Smashing of the Enemy’s Third Campaign of
Encirclement and Suppression’ by the Workers’ and Peasants’ Red
Army and from the Gradual Maturing of the Revolutionary Crisis”. It
proposed “struggling for the victory of the revolution first in one or
more provinces’ , abrogated the policy of guerrilla warfare and made
plans to attack big cities. On January 10, 1932, the Central Committee
ordered the Red Army to storm Ganzhou, but without success. This
furnished added proofl that we should not attack big cities. Earlier,
Chairman Mao had proposed expanding to the northeast, spreading
our troops to win over the masses, casting the net all the way to Zhe-
jiang and extending the war to Chiang Kai—-shek’'s hometown [in
Fenghua, Zhejiang]. If this were done, I estimated that the Red Army
could grow to 100,000 men and the Soviet area be expanded. Unfor-
tunately, Chairman Mao’s proposal was rejected. Soon afterwards.
dogmatists took charge of military affairs, and the orientation went
wrong again. Of the three major tasks of the Red Army, only combat
was retained. Mass work and raising funds were discarded. As a
result, we alienated ourselves from the masses and supplies were
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jeopardized. Although the Red Army’s First Army Group fought a
number of victorious battles after that, many were unproductive in
hindsight. Thanks to the experience gathered in the first three cam-
paigns against the “encirclement and suppression’, we scored a number
of victories in the fourth counter—-campaign.'” But dogmatists had
weakened the Red Army and finished off the guerrilla detachments.
As for the army’'s composition, they blindly stressed “class back-
ground” and promoted cadres of worker origin to leading posts at
divisional and army levels, disregarding their actual ability and ex-
perience. They were utterly ignorant that there were absolutely no
large numbers of workers in the rural areas for them to recruit. The
characteristics of dogmatists were that they proceeded not from actual
conditions in China but from wishful thinking and conditions in the
Soviet Union. They did not realize that it was impossible to turn an
army such as ours into an exact replica of the Soviet Red Army.
Things were worse in the fifth campaign against the “encirclement
and suppression”

1

" because only foreign dogmas were applied and all
experience gathered in the previous counter—campaigns in the Soviet
areas were cast to the winds. The dogmatists mechanically applied
rules from the First World War, waging blockhouse warfare, launching
short, swift thrusts,” fighting rashly and recklessly with no idea of
the extent of our own resources. Dogmatism in the military and other
fields brought heavy losses to the revolution. It was not until the
Zunyi Meeting,"””" when Chairman Mao’'s leadership was established,
that this wrong line was stopped. Only 7,000 men of the First and
Third Army Groups of the Red Army survived the Long March. This
was caused by the dogmatists’ rejection of Chairman Mao's correct
ideas and their subsequent wrong approaches.

After the start of the War of Resistance Against Japan, the Shanxi-
Qahar-Ilebeil Military Area, the Shandong Military Area and the New
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Fourth Army unit under Huang Kecheng, all of which originated
in the Red Army’'s First Army Group, grew considerably. But during
the present anti—Japanese war, some comrades have not learned con-—
scientiously from the military experience and lessons in the past, and
ideological controversies remain. At the Luochuan Meeting,”™ Chair-
man Mao espoused guerrilla war, waged independently and with in—
itiative, taking guerrilla warfare as the main pattern of war and ac-—
tively arousing the masses to expand our forces. But in some places
this was not carried out satisfactorily, and some people still try to fight
large battles. They do not realize that we should mainly engage in
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guerrilla warfare and should boldly spread our forces out to win over
the masses and increase our strength. A battle should be fought only
when necessary. Unnecessary battles must be avoided. Among other
things, we are in the countryside and are short of ammunition, so why
fight large battles? How many of them can we afford? During the
anti—Japanese war, our troops have grown enormously. This is because
Chairman Mao has a firm grasp of the relevant matters and some of
our mistakes were corrected in good time, which has benefited the
growth of our troops.

Cadres of the Red Army’s First Army Group have a fine tradition:
You are brave and skilled in fighting, good at army administration
and doing mass work. But you should know that vour very success
could work against vou. You should guard against conceit and arro—
gance. Some comrades among vou may regard themselves as model
representative of the orthodox school. Wherever they go, they may
apply themselves mechanically, in disregard of specific conditions. So
they may not get on well with others and consequently may run into
snags. Let me tell yvou that, when vou go to work in other places, vou
have to respect others before you can improve yourselves and realize
yvour 1deals. We comrades of the First Army Group have followed
Chairman Mao for many years. We must truly grasp Chairman Mao's
thought. Only when we have mastered Chairman Mao’s way of think-
ing can we handle matters well and deserve to be called his students.
We must conscientiously learn from Chairman Mao's modesty and his
approach of seeking truth from facts. Wherever we work, we must
be open-minded at all times, appreciate other people’s strong points
and be good at learning from them.

Finally, I want to say a few words on what we call the “mountain-
stronghold” mentality. We did come down from the Jinggang Moun-
tains, which may objectively be said to be a sort of mountain strong-
hold. But we must not subjectively develop a “mountain-stronghold”
mentality. We must not claim credit for ourselves. If there is credit,
it should go to the rising masses, to the martyrs who laid down their
lives. If divorced from the masses, we shall get nowhere. Take myself,
for example. Both Chinese and foreigners know about me as if I had
three heads and six arms. In fact, I'm merely one of the champions
of the cause and the exploits of the broad masses. We must remember:
All credit should go to the Party and the masses.



THE BATTLE FRONT IN THE
LIBERATED AREAS

April 25, 1945

Comrades,

This Seventh National Congress of our Party'" is being held at a
time when the great Chinese people have waged their heroic War of
Resistance Against Japan for nearly eight years. [ feel it a great
honour to speak to our Party Congress for the more than goo,000 men
belonging to the Eighth Route Army,” the New Fourth Army”™ and

* and the more than two

the South China Anti-Japanese Column’
million militiamen — anti—-Japanese heroes all. There is one thing I
ought to say at the start: that during these eight vears our splendid
Chinese people have formed a national united front against Japan. All
the people, men and women, yvoung and old, have been waging a
tremendous, life—and-death struggle against the invaders on all fronts.
No matter how brutal and ruthless the Japanese invaders have been,
no matter how mistaken the policies of the Kuomintang government
and its supreme command, the Chinese people have doggedly carried
on this great patriotic war, brushing aside all obstacles. There can be
no doubt that the Chinese people will achieve final victory. During
these eight years, our great people’s armies — the Eighth Route Army,
the New Fourth Army and the South China Anti—Japanese Column —
have fought shoulder to shoulder with all other anti-Japanese forces in
defence of our motherland. And, alongside the rest of the Chinese
people, we Communists have shed our blood unsparingly on battle
fronts in the Liberated Areas in north, central and south China. We
Chinese Communists can proudly claim to be the best sons and daugh-

Comrade Zhu De delivered this military report at the Seventh National Con-
gress of the Chinese Communist Party. He reviewed its text and made some
revisions in 1953, when the People's Publishing House in Beijing put out a third
edition of it in booklet form.
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ters of our nation because we have upheld the Chinese people’s most
heartfelt cause; and we shall steadfastly continue to do so.

I want to take this opportunity to pay homage to the memory of
the soldiers of all the armed forces throughout the country who gave
their lives in the War of Resistance Against Japan, to the memory of
all members of the Communist Party and all other compatriots who
made the supreme sacrifice for the anti—Japanese cause.

| should like to extend heartfelt greetings to all our countrymen
fighting on the anti—-Japanese fronts in China, to the officers and men
of the Eighth Route Army, the New Fourth Army, the South China
Anti—-Japanese Column and the Northeast Anti—Japanese United
Army."*

Comrades! This congress 1s meeting to review the experience of
the War of Resistance, and to prepare ourselves to work in ever—closer
co—operation and common struggle with the entire Chinese people and
all friendly forces fighting the Japanese, in order to bring this war to
final victory. | am in full agreement with the political report entitled
“On Coalition Government” made by the leader of our Party, Com-
rade Mao Zedong. It is a great historic document, which embodies and
sums up the experience gained in the Chinese people’s bitter struggle
for independence, freedom, democracy, unity and prosperity. It pro-
poses a specific programme and practical measures for defeating the
Japanese invaders and for building a new China. It maps a road that,
followed by our Party and the whole Chinese people, will lead to vic—
tory in the War of Resistance Against Japan and shape the destiny of
post—war China.

Without a correct political policy there can be no correct military
policy. The people's war can achieve victory only if its course is
guided by a correct political policy and only if it 1s conducted by a
democratic coalition government with the people as the mainstay. For
eight years now our great people’s armies — the Eighth Route Army,
the New Fourth Army and the South China Anti—Japanese Column —
have waged a war of unparalleled heroism, fought bitter yet magnifi—
cent and triumphant battles, and become the leading force in China s
anti-Japanese war. They have been able to do so because the political
and military policies of Comrade Mao Zedong are correct. The ap-
plication of his correct political policy in combination with his correct
military policy has brought about the following: the creation of the
armed forces of the people; the establishment of the Liberated Areas:
the organization of a democratic coalition government based on the
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“three thirds system”™:"™ and the waging of a genuine people’s war in

the Liberated Areas. All of this has enabled us to win one great vic—
tory after another on the battle fronts in the Liberated Areas. Now, as
we prepare ourselves for nationwide victory in the War of Resistance,
we must likewise follow the principles given in Comrade Mao
Zedong’'s political report and act on the guidance provided by his
general political policy. It would be an obvious mistake to divorce
military from political affairs, to discuss military affairs solely from
the military point of view. The military report I am submitting to our
Seventh Party Congress is based, in spirit and policy, on the political
report by Comrade Mao Zedong.

[. EIGHT YEARS OF THE WAR OF RESISTANCE

Comrades! As | said earlier, we have waged the War of Resistance
Against Japan for nearly eight vears. During these eight yvears, the
military situation has undergone complex changes. However complex,
the developments have not gone beyond what Comrade Mao Zedong
scientifically predicted in his On Protracted War. That is, that the
War of Resistance would be marked by three stages: the enemy’s
offensive; stalemate; and our counter—offensive. We have not yet
passed through them all, for we are just about to enter the third.

The first stage of the War of Resistance Against Japan began with
the July 7th Incident of 1937"° and ended with the fall of Wuhan in
October 1938. During this stage, the Kuomintang authorities were
compelled to turn from non-resistance to resistance, and to adopt
certain progressive measures in domestic policy. They were forced to
do this as a result of the all-out offensive by Japanese imperialism,
the growing demand for resistance from the entire Chinese people, and
particularly our Party’s insistence on the formation of a national united
front against Japan. During this period, quite a number of Kuomin-
tang troops and forces under the provincial authorities put up active
resistance to the invaders at the front, even though other Kuomin-
tang units did not do so but fled in panic the moment they encountered
the enemy. The change in policy pursued by the Kuomintang authori-
ties at that time was welcomed and supported by us Communists and
by the Chinese people as a whole. Unfortunately, the change did not
go far enough. At the very start of the War of Resistance, our Party’s
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Central Committee pointed out that without a people’s war, a total
war, it would be impossible to win the war against Japanese invasion.
But because the Kuomintang authorities persisted in maintaining their
anti—popular regime and standpoint, they were incapable of waging
such a people’s war — a situation the Japanese invaders took great
advantage of to attack us. It was, in fact, by taking advantage of this
weakness on the battle front in the Kuomintang areas that in a mere
15 months, the invaders were able to occupy Guangzhou and Wuhan
and swallow up a large part of north and central China as well as
key areas in south China. Of course the Japanese, too, have many
weak points. The war they are waging is imperialist, aggressive, bar—
barous and unjust, and therefore theirs is an unpopular cause. Japa-
nese imperialism has inherent weaknesses, and its manpower, military
strength and financial and material resources are all inadequate. The
calculations of the Japanese imperialists were one-sided. They con-
sidered only the strength of the Kuomintang authorities and over-—
looked the fighting will and strength of the great Chinese people and
their armies — the Eighth Route Army and the New Fourth Army.
Because of their weaknesses, the Japanese aggressors have to employ
a principle in deployvment and command that requires them to use their
troops in a dispersed and piecemeal way. Although a powerful enemy,
the Japanese aggressors are by no means invincible. Their weaknesses
should have been exploited by the Kuomintang. Unfortunately, they
were not. On the other hand, the Kuomintang’s own major weakness
— 1its one—party dictatorship — was exploited by the Japanese. The
political system that militated against the people, with its defeatist
reliance on defence, was such that within the first 15 months the several
million troops under Kuomintang command suffered tremendous
losses. This stupid strategy prevented those officers and men who did
put up a heroic fight at the front from achieving the victories they
deserved.

By contrast, it was in this first stage that our great people’s armies
— the Eighth Route and New Fourth Armies — advanced in a direc—
tion opposite to that of Japanese attack and penetrated to areas in the
enemy's rear. This move represented our counter—attack during the
enemy’'s strategic offensive. While the enemy was attacking and the
Kuomintang army was beating a mass retreat, the Eighth Route and
New Fourth Armies launched counter-attacks behind enemy lines with
unparalleled heroism and won victory after victory. They tied the
enemy down, established strategic bases, created Liberated Areas and
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raised the fighting morale of the whole Chinese people. Thus facts
disproved the theory of national subjugation and demonstrated that
a war waged by the people will surely triumph in the end. They also
proved that the idea of our winning a quick victory was likewise
erroneous. When the enemy is strong and we are weak, we must
pursue a people’s war to gradually turn the tide. That is why our War
of Resistance is a protracted war.

The 15 months of the first stage of this war witnessed great changes
in China as well as among the Japanese invaders. From the standpoint
of resistance to Japan, the Kuomintang authorities had no good reason
to be unhappy that the Eighth Route and New Fourth Armies success-—
fully opened new fronts and recovered vast stretches of lost territory
in the enemy’s rear. And vet they were. In fact, they were most
annoyed. After the fall of Wuhan, they changed their policy. They
changed to a policy of passive resistance to Japan but active opposition
to the Communist Party and the people. On the Japanese side, the
invaders had succeeded in occupying such large areas in our country
that the last thing they expected was to encounter such powerful oppo-
nents as the Eighth Route and New Fourth Armies in north and cen-
tral China. Our recovery of so many of the places they had occupied
was like pushing a dagger into their heart. As a result, the Japanese,
too, changed their policy. They stopped attacking the Kuomintang
fronts, contenting themselves with inducing the Kuomintang authori-
ties to surrender. On the other hand, they focused their “mopping—up”
campaigns on the Eighth Route and New Fourth Armies. We thus
entered the stage of strategic stalemate. One thing is certain: With
the enemy advancing and the Kuomintang forces defeated and retreat—
ing, this stage could never have been reached without the counter-
attacks launched by our Eighth Route and New Fourth Armies.

The second stage — strategic stalemate — began, as I have said,
after the fall of Wuhan. Characteristic of this phase were the recurring
waves of furious attacks by the enemy and fierce counter—attacks by
troops in the Liberated Areas. What we mean by stalemate is that the
enemy and our troops in the Liberated Areas fought each other to a
virtual standstill. The truth is that the main Japanese forces in China
were tied down in the fight against the Liberated Areas for the whole
five and a half years from the fall of Wuhan in October 1938 till 1944,
when they once more launched a strategic offensive on the Kuomintang
battle front. Up to 1943, 64 per cent of all the Japanese forces in
China and 95 per cent of all puppet troops were pinned down in the
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Liberated Areas. During this entire period, not a single major battle
was fought against the Kuomintang. These are the facts about the
strategic stalemate stage.

The war launched from the Liberated Areas has been a great peo-—
ple’s war, total in the true sense of the term. The incomparable dog-
gedness and heroism displayed by the people of the Liberated Areas
during this stage of the war will remain forever a glorious chapter in
the history of the Chinese nation. If there had been no front in the
Liberated Areas, if the fighting there had not been carried out over
a long period under the most difficult conditions and finally reached
a stalemate, the enemy would have continued to advance into south-
west and northwest China; the Kuomintang, with its whole political
machine and army directed against the people, would have been utterly
incapable of halting the enemy’s advance. In that case, there could
have been no stage of stalemate, the situation in the War of Resistance
would long since have become dreadful to conceive. After the fall of
Wuhan, particularly, the Kuomintang authorities made the mistake of
shifting the emphasis from external to internal problems. They became
passive in conducting the War of Resistance and active in opposing
the Communist Party and the people. They launched three anti-Com-
munist onslaughts.” And their attack on the New Fourth Army
during the Southern Anhui Incident”’ was a particularly heinous crime
of theirs. If the Chinese people had failed to hold this onslaught in
check and stem the tide of reaction, there would have been no
Liberated Areas, no protracted fighting ending in stalemate and no
possibility of sustaining the War of Resistance. The sweeping victories
won by the Japanese during their renewed attacks on the Kuomintang
areas in 1944 proved this bevond the shadow of a doubt. Moreover,
had the strength of the Liberated Areas not been such a formidable
obstacle to the capitulation and compromise to which the Kuomintang
government was prone, the recurrent danger of capitulation could not
have been avoided. Then the War of Resistance would have petered
out prematurely. Facts, experience and enemy documents all prove
this, but censorship imposed by the Kuomintang has prevented its be-
coming known to many people outside the Liberated Areas.

During these long five and a half years, there was ample oppor-
tunity for the Kuomintang government to prepare a counter—offensive
and try to push ahead. Instead, it launched the three anti—-Communist
onslaughts. Instead of strengthening the anti—Japanese forces, it at-
tempted to weaken them. Instead of taking a bold line in the War of
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Resistance, it adopted the slogan, “Save the nation by a devious path”,
and flirted with the enemy. As a consequence, the Kuomintang troops
in the enemy’s rear could not stand the strain. They either failed to
hold their own or became puppet troops of the Japanese. When in 1944
the invaders launched a series of attacks to open up lines of communi-
cation on the mainland, vast Kuomintang-held territories in Henan,
Hunan, Guangdong and Guangxi provinces quickly fell into their
hands. This created the most critical situation in the Kuomintang
areas since the War of Resistance began. By contrast, it was at
this time, when the Kuomintang was incapable of putting up any effec—
tive resistance to the enemy, that our forces in the Liberated Areas,
having surmounted the severe difficulties of 194142, launched their
own vigorous counter—attacks. When the enemy attacked the Kuomin-—
tang, we attacked the enemy from our fronts in the Liberated Areas.
Thus, in 1944 we entered a second phase in the strategic stalemate.

Consequently, it is clear to every one that the Kuomintang authori-
ties have left undone those things they ought to have done, and
vigorously done those things they ought not to have. As a result, the
Kuomintang armies have grown weaker and weaker. In the Liberated
Areas, however, the position 1s precisely the reverse: In the course of
fighting, the Eighth Route Army, the New Fourth Army and the South
China Anti—Japanese Column have become progressively stronger.
They have recovered vast areas of lost territory, overcome their most
serious difficulties, and as a result are now entering a new stage of
growth. The centre of the War of Resistance is now on the front of
the Liberated Areas, not on that of the Kuomintang.

As a result of the Chinese people’s eight-vear struggle, of the great
Soviet army’s triumphant march into fascist Germany and that coun-
try’s imminent total collapse, of the successes of the American and
British troops in the Far East (here the efforts of the American people
require special mention) and also of the decisive position held in the
Far East by the Soviet Union following its abrogation of the Soviet-
Japanese neutrality pact,'™ there is no room for doubt that our War
of Resistance is now about to enter the third stage, that of general
counter—offensive.

How is this general counter—-offensive to he prepared and
launched? In his political report Comrade Mao Zedong discussed all
the political aspects. The only point I wish to make here 1s that the
prolonged, heroic hghting of the people of the Liberated Areas, com-—
bined with their constructive efforts in other fields, has laid the foun-
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dation for this general counter—offensive on the Chinese mainland and
provided its finest preparation. I said a little while back that, had
it not been for the fact that military operations in the Liberated Areas
protected the Kuomintang-controlled areas and long held up an enemy
attack, the situation throughout China would be quite different. In
the coming counter—offensive, the battle front of the Liberated Areas
will be the strategic starting point as well as the foremost strategic
base. In the Liberated Areas, there is an immense concentration of
manpower (about 1 million regular troops, more than 2 million militia—
men and nearly 10 million members of the self-defence corps): vast
material resources have been preserved and developed (we have pro-
duced a considerable amount of foodstuffs and are operating public,
private and home handicraft industries); there is a special geograph-
ical situation (large cities, railways and a long stretch of coastline oc—
cupied by the Japanese are encircled or dominated by the Liberated
Areas); and we hold important strategic points (the mountainous re-
gions and plains of north China and the central China plains are ter-—
rain favourable for our counter—-offensive and, furthermore, north
China is an important gateway to northeast China and Inner Mon-
golia). On top of all this, there are two other factors: the militant will
of the people in the Liberated Areas derived from the tempering of
protracted war, and the creation, through democracy in the Liberated
Areas, of political conditions favourable to the launching of a general
counter—offensive. It would be a gross blunder for anyone to overlook
the signal achievements made on the battle front of the Liberated
Areas or to fail to take into account the more than go million people
heroically fighting there, and thus overlook the enormous significance
of the Liberated Areas to the cause of the Chinese people’s liberation
and the common cause of the anti-fascist Allies.”

I shall now speak in some detail about the battle front of the
Liberated Areas.

II. THE BATTLE FRONT OF THE LIBERATED AREAS

OPENING THE FRONTS IN THE LIBERATED AREAS

Comrade Mao Zedong pointed out in his report that “from the
very beginning there have been two fronts in China’s War of Re-
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sistance, the Kuomintang front and the front of the Liberated Areas”.
This 1s a special feature of that war. The battle front of the Liberated
Areas was created by the Eighth Route Army, the New Fourth Army
and the South China Anti—Japanese Column, on whom fell the unique
responsibility of conducting the War of Resistance.

The Eighth Route Army, the New Fourth Army and the South
China Anti—Japanese Column are the armed forces of the Chinese
people and successors to the Chinese Red Army. When our Party
and Comrade Mao Zedong created this great people’s army, they,
embodying the will of the Chinese people, defined its sacred mission
as service to the people and defence of the motherland, and defined
its aim as the liberation of the Chinese nation and the Chinese people.
Ever since the September 18th Incident,”™ this great people’s army,
roused to bitter indignation by the desecration of Chinese territory,
has been straining to come to grips with the Japanese invaders. For
several vears, during which we waged many arduous and bloody
struggles and completed the Long March, this army tried by every
possible means to end the civil war and to fight as one against the
Japanese invaders. On reaching the Shaanxi—-Gansu-Ningxia Border
Region, it made substantial preparations for the War of Resistance:
the
peaceful settlement of the Xi'an Incident,'” the training of personnel
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the joining of forces by the three front armies of the Red Army,

and the establishment of contacts with many friendly forces all over
China. All this was well done. Having learned about the outbreak of
the July 7th Incident, the Central Committee of our Party issued, on
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the very second day, an appeal for resistance to Japan, and all of-
ficers and men of our great people’s army demanded that they be sent
to the anti-Japanese front. Not long afterwards, this people’s army
appeared on the front line of the war against Japan.

In September 1937, the Eighth Route Army, following the brilliant
strategy worked out by Comrade Mao Zedong, marched to the enemy’s
rear in north China. Our nsth Division entered the Shanxi-Qahar-
Hebei area; the 12o0th Division, northwestern Shanxi; and the 129th
Division, southeastern Shanxi. In 1938, our army advanced further
east, one part to the Hebei-Shandong—-Henan plain and the Hebei-
Shandong plain, another to the central Hebei plain, and yet another
went still farther, reaching eastern Hebei to support the great anti—
Japanese uprising, in which 200,000 people took part.'” The New
Fourth Army opened its front soon after the Eighth Route Army, in
the spring of 1938. It penetrated the enemy’s rear in central China
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and started guerrilla warfare against the Japanese on both banks of
the Changjiang River. In the winter of the same vear, the Dongjiang
Column in Guangdong Province started an uprising in the Dongjiang
area after the fall of Guangzhou. In 1939, when Qiongya (ITainan
Island) fell, the local people, led by our Party, organized guerrilla
forces to fight the Japanese. In its first engagement with the enemy
at Pingxingguan, the Eighth Route Army achieved the first total
victory in the national War of Resistance.”

After the September 18th Incident, our Party systematically or-—
ganized resistance to the Japanese in Beiping, Tianjin, Nanjing, Shang-
hai, Wuhan, Hongkong, Guangzhou and other large cities and in wide
areas of the countryside, winning the goodwill of the people. Although
such activities were ruthlessly suppressed throughout the civil war,
the seeds of resistance to Japan spread in many places by our Party
took firm root among the people and developed into a great potential
force, no matter how difficult the situation. Worthy of special men-
tion is the December gth Movement of 1935,"" which, led by our Party,
played an important part in accelerating armed resistance to Japanese
aggression. After north and central China fell into enemy hands,
our local Party organizations worked with the people of all strata to
organize armed uprisings or arrange for withdrawal to the countryside
in order to foster wide—-ranging anti-Japanese guerrilla warfare in the
enemy's rear. Large numbers of voung intellectuals and working
people joined our army. In Shanxi Province, a League of Self-Sacri-
fice for National Salvation™ and a “Daredevil” Corps were organized
around refugee students from Beiping and Tianjin. This “Daredevil”
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Corps later became the New Army of Shanxi Province,"”” and we gave
it our fraternal support. In central Hebei, an anti—Japanese detach-
ment organized by the Hui people™™ joined the Eighth Route Army.
We also gave energetic support to many other armed forces fighting
the Japanese. These local units combined with the people’s armies
(the Eighth Route and New Fourth Armies) to form a strong anti-
Japanese force.

In this way, the war effort in north and central China, having
collapsed following the disastrous defeat of the Kuomintang army,
was quickly revived by our Party and the Eighth Route and New
Fourth Armies in co-operation with the people. Areas in the enemy’s
rear were transformed into front lines in the War of Resistance.

In this way, the purely defensive warfare sustained by the Kuomin-
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tang before its retreat was replaced by people’s guerrilla warfare led
by the Communist Party behind enemy lines.

In this way, vast territories that had been lost by the Kuomintang
and had fallen under despotic Japanese rule were, one by one, re—
covered and turned into huge Liberated Areas — the three Liberated
Areas of north, central and south China — full of hope and promise.
“The rise and fall of a nation is the concern of every citizen”, a
Chinese proverb goes. Every Chinese has the duty of recovering
territory lost by the Kuomintang. That is exactly what we have
been doing.

In this way, from the early period of the War of Resistance Against
Japan a considerable number of the Japanese invaders had been tied
down on the battlefields of the Liberated Areas and prevented from
making an all-out advance westward. Later, these areas became the
main battle front in the war against Japan.

In this way, the battle front of the Liberated Areas assumed deci-
sive strategic importance and became the focus of the War of Resist—
ance. The reactionaries’ shameless plan to use the Japanese invaders
to wipe out the Eighth Route and New Fourth Armies (a plot of
“using others to eliminate one’s own adversaries”) came to grief.

These are the achievements of the people’s army, the people’s war
and the incomparable people’s strategy of Comrade Mao Zedong.

THREE PERIODS IN THE WAR OF RESISTANCE IN THE
LIBERATED AREAS

Between the Pingxingguan victory in September 1937 and the great
‘" the Eighth Route and New
Fourth Armies began to thwart the “mopping—up’ tactics of the
Japanese expeditionary forces, who attacked a point by closing in from

Hundred-Regiment campaign in 194o0,

all directions. From 1939 onwards, our armies broke, one after another,
every enemy attempt to apply new tactics devised by the Japanese
commanding general, Tomobumi Yamashita,* and the Japanese divi-
sional commander, Kuwaki. These combined, as they put it, “block-
ade, dismemberment and mopping-up . Qur successive victories
resulted in the creation of Liberated Areas in north and central
China. The Eighth Route Army grew from a force in five figures
to 400,000 men and the population of the Liberated Areas grew to

some 40 million. The New Fourth Army grew from 12,000 to 100,000
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and liberated a population of 13 million. This, then, was the period
of the creation and expansion of Liberated Areas in the enemy’s rear.

In the autumn of 1940, alarmed by the resounding victory of the
Eighth Route Army’s Hundred-Regiment campaign, the enemy dis—
missed the commander—in—chief of his expeditionary force in north
China and appointed Yasuji Okamura. Japanese plans for attacking
our army were thoroughly overhauled and the establishment of “a
New Order in Greater East Asia’™ was proposed. In addition, to
prepare for the Pacific war,' the enemy reaffirmed his aggressive
intention, first announced in 1939, of effectively safeguarding “the
rear-service bases of the Greater East Asian War” in north China.
To achieve this, the Japanese invaders concentrated their forces for
“total warfare” — military, economic and cultural as well as through
espionage — against the Liberated Areas in north China. The methods
they emploved in the “mopping—up” campaigns were “iron-ring en-
circlement, surprise attack, mopping—up in length and breadth, lightning
tip-and-run raids, and repeated combing-out”. Wherever the enemy
set foot, they burned and killed with the utmost ruthlessness, at-
tempting to create a wasteland and destroy all means of sustenance
for our army. The Japanese invaders often employed some hundred
thousand troops against a single locality in their repeated “mopping-
up” campaigns. Each campaign lasted as long as three or four months.
This led to an extremely serious situation, particularly since famine
broke out at that time in various parts of north China and both the
army and the people were forced to exist on tree leaves and grass
roots. But despite this, our army united with the people and waged
a stubborn and heroic struggle. During this period, which lasted till
1942, the Liberated Areas shrank and their population fell to less than
50 million and the Eighth Route Army was reduced to 300,000 men.
In the Central China Liberated Area, while the number of engage-
ments was second only to that in north China, the New Fourth Army
managed to grow in strength. Although our army as a whole and
our population in the Liberated Areas decreased in number in this
difficult period, their quality was steeled in battle. The Japanese
invaders’ “mopping-up’ tactics were limited, but our army’s measures
of countering them were legion. During this period, we forged an
even closer bond with the people and, as a result, learned many
methods that enabled us to maintain our struggle against a powerful
enemy and eventually defeat him. In this way, the Eighth Route and
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New Fourth Armies successfully survived this most difficult period
in the War of Resistance in the Liberated Areas.

In the winter of 1942, our work in the various Liberated Areas of
southern, central and eastern Hebeil Province began to revive, and
the Liberated Areas in north China grew again. The anti—Japanese
war in the Liberated Areas entered its third period. The Japanese
invaders tried to maintain the savage “mopping-up’ campaign they
had begun earlier that year. But our army advanced as the enemy
advanced and penetrated deep into his rear to open up new Liberated
Areas and break the enemy attack. This strategy was most effective,
and the Liberated Areas grew even faster than at the beginning of
the war. During this period, in response to the great rectification
movement'” and the great production campaign started in the Shaanxi-
Gansu—Ningxia Border Region by the Party Central Committee, the
various other Liberated Areas swung into action, with magnificent
results. The campaign to reduce rent and interest”’ progressed in
many places, so that the masses became even more eager to fight
the Japanese. The establishment of the new-democratic government,
a coalition government based on the “three thirds system”, further
strengthened unity in the Liberated Areas. From the military point
of view, the continuous growth of the main force and local units and
the widespread mobilization of the people’s militia reinforced the
Liberated Areas. As a result, they attained an unprecedented strength.

Early in the first period, the relationship was fairly good between
the Kuomintang troops in the enemy’s rear and the Eighth Route and
New Fourth Armies. But after the fall of Wuhan when the Kuomin-
tang reactionaries launched an anti—-Communist policy and, in particu—
lar, promulgated restrictions against what they termed an “alien party”
and an “alien army”,"”"' these Kuomintang troops actively opposed
the Communist Party and the people and collaborated with the Japa-
nese invaders in attacking the Liberated Areas, thus serving to actively
wreck the battle front of these areas. However, in the second period,
because of their activities against the people, the several hundred thou-
sand Kuomintang troops in the enemy’s rear could not withstand the
Japanese “mopping-up”’ campaigns and in 1941 they were defeated
in the Zhongtiao Mountains. In 1942, the Kuomintang troops in
Zhejiang and Jiangxi disintegrated, and in 1943 those in Shandong
Province collapsed. All this proved that anti-popular armies could
not hold their own in the rear of the enemy. From 1941 onwards,
Kuomintang troops behind the enemy lines began to surrender in
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large numbers. By the third period, after Pang Bingxun'™ and Sun
Dianying'™ went over to the enemy, nearly half a million Kuomin-
tang troops and some 70 generals followed suit. This resulted in
swelling the puppet army and helped the enemy intensify his “mop-
ping-up’ campaigns against the Liberated Areas.

GLORIOUS SACRIFICES, GREAT ACHIEVEMENTS

Comrades! So far [ have dealt with the establishment of the front
in the Liberated Areas and the different phases it went through. [t
is clear that, in this protracted war, the Eighth Route Army, the New
Fourth Army, the South China Anti-Japanese Column, the people of
the Liberated Areas and the Communists have suffered and made
sacrifices far too numerous to detail here. Indeed I do not intend
to detail them. But I do want to quote vou some rough figures to
show what the Chinese people have gained from these bitter battles
and heavy sacrifices.

In the seven and a half years from September 1937 to March
1945, the Eighth Route and New Fourth Armies and the South China
Anti—-Japanese Column fought more than 15,000 battles, large and
small, killed or wounded more than 960,000 and captured more than
280,0 Japanese and puppet troops. On top of this, more than 100,000
were persuaded to surrender and come over to our side. All told,
the losses sustained by the Japanese and puppet troops amounted to
more than 1.36 million men. (Statistics are not available for the South
China Anti-Japanese Column prior to 1943.)

The main booty captured by our army comprised 1,028 pieces of
artillery, more than 7,700 machine-guns and more than 430,000 rifles
and carbines. We captured more than 34,000 blockhouses and more
than 11,000 strongholds.

Before the battle of the Central China Plains in 1944, as | mention—
ed in the first part of this report, the Eighth Route Army, the New
Fourth Army and the South China Anti—-Japanese Column were en-—
gaging 64 per cent of the Japanese invading forces in China and 95
per cent of the puppet troops. Even today, out of the 40 Japanese
divisions numbering some 580,000 men (Japanese forces in northeast
China not included), 22% divisions numbering 320,000 and representing
56 per cent of the Japanese troops in China are engaged by the Eighth
Route and New Fourth Armies and the South China Anti-Japanese
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Column. As far as the puppet troops are concerned, the situation
remains unchanged. The fact that the Japanese invaders have sta-—
tioned a large number of troops in north and central China explains
the increasingly difficult task of our armies in the War of Resistance.

Even enemy disclosures reflect these remarkable achievements in
the people’s war against Japan. For example, in June 1943, the General
[Headqguarters of the Japanese Expeditionary Army in North China
issued a communique stating: “From January to May of this year,
our army fought 5,524 engagements with a Communist army of 567,424
men.” Its year—end communique reported:

“The greater part of the enemy are not Chiang Kai-shek's but
Communist troops. Of our 15,000 engagements this year, 75 per cent
were with Communist troops. And of the 2 million enemy troops we
fought, more than half were Communist. Of the 199,000 bodies found
on the battlefields, half were Chinese Communist troops. But of
the 74,000 prisoners we captured, Chinese Communist troops formed
only 15 per cent. This reveals the inferior calibre of Chiang’s troops,
and at the same time testifies to the growing fighting spirit of the
Chinese Communist troops. . . . Therefore, the Imperial Army in north
China from now on will have to take on an increasingly important
task. Its vital mission 1s to annthilate the Chinese Communist troops
— our deadly enemy in north China.”

[s it not crystal clear that the accomplishments along the front of
the Liberated Areas are those of an all-out people’s war?

Is it not crystal clear that the Eighth Route and New Fourth
Armies and the South China Anti-Japanese Column and the people
of the Liberated Areas, by their unparalleled, heroic resistance, by
their matchless fortitude despite bitter hardships and heavy sacrifices,
have displayed the most valour and produced the most heroic and
immortal epic of the Chinese nation in the War of Resistance Against
Japan?

Because of such great sacrifices, the Chinese people have gained
the following: They have created the Liberated Areas, which extend
over 19 provinces in north, central and south China and have a total
population of 95.5 million.

Our Eighth Route Army, New Fourth Army and South China
Anti—Japanese Column number 910,000 regulars, and there are more
than 2.2 million militiamen. These figures bespeak the great develop-
ment of the people’s war in the Liberated Areas, in sharp contrast to
the disastrous defeats suffered by the Kuomintang troops in theirs.
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This strength of the Liberated Areas represents the strength of
the whole Chinese people. Because of it the Chinese people now
have great prospects of victory and democracy and a brilliant future.

EXPERIENCE GAINED BY THE LIBERATED AREAS IN TIHE
WAR OF RESISTANCE

People may ask: How can the Liberated Areas, in the midst of
the most cruel highting, grow stronger every day, despite the fact that
our armies are short of weapons — especially modern weapons — and
receive no outside assistance, and despite the fact that their flanks
are exposed to pincer attacks by the Kuomintang reactionaries? The
section in Comrade Mao Zedong's report on the people’'s war pro-
vides the answer. Here [ shall say a little more about our experience
in this connection.

What has the general experience been? In a nutshell, it 1s that,
led by our Party and in line with Comrade Mao Zedong's policy of
people’s war, we have practised Dr. Sun Yat-sen’'s revolutionary Three
People’s Principles and the New Democracy in the Liberated Areas.
As a consequence, we have been able to mobilize the people in the
Liberated Areas to pursue the War of Resistance, to create a demo-
cratic coalition government, to bring about the great unity among the
various classes and, in addition, to establish a unified leadership for
the war effort. Without all this, the Liberated Areas could not have
waged an all-out people’s war; and without an all-out people’s war,
nothing at all could have been accomplished.

In the political field, the Liberated Areas have succeeded in
mobilizing the people and forging national unity by bringing about
democracy and raising the people’s living standards. The hearts of
millions beat as one in the fight against the common enemy; and so
a genuine foundation for the conduct of a people’s war has been laid.
The Kuomintang areas bear witness that without genuine democracy
and real improvement in the people’s livelihood there can be no peo-
ple’s war. On the other hand, the Liberated Areas have proved that
a people’s war can be waged, given real democracy and improved
living conditions for the people.

That is how, in the Liberated Areas, the people’s enthusiasm in
the War of Resistance and their confidence in their own nation have
been brought to so high a pitch. That 1s why, despite the unparalleled
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cruelty of the enemy’s “burn all, kill all, loot all” policy, the fighting
spirit of the people in the Liberated Areas has never faltered.

That is how the solidarity between the army and the people and
between officers and men has reached such heights: why the
campaigns to support the government and care for the people and to
support the army and give special consideration to the anti—Japanese
soldiers’ families have spread far and wide: and why, despite attacks
by Japanese and puppet troops from without and provocation from
within by spies and agents of the Japanese and puppet authorities,
this solidarity can never be shaken.

That 1s how we have achieved political unity, military unity and
the integration of political and military affairs, thus thwarting the
plans of the Japanese and their puppets to wage a “total war’.

That is why, under extremely difficult conditions, we have been
able to achieve “better troops and simpler administration”; how our
combat units have been strengthened to cope with enemy encirclement
and attack; and why, despite the changes in our base areas, all our
organizations have been able to carry on the struggle together with
the people, and also to direct such struggle.

That 1s why, by strengthening our political work, we can sap the
Japanese army’s morale and win over the puppet troops. Everyone
knows that Japanese prisoners—of-war are pretty obstinate, but our work
in this respect has gone well. We are particularly grateful to the Japa-
nese People's Emancipation League led by Comrade Susumu
Okano,'™ one of the leaders of the Japanese Communist Party, and
to the Korean Independence League.” They have worked in the
noble spirit of internationalism and their help to us has been of inesti—
mable value.

That is how, through effective underground work, we can win over
all people with national awareness in the enemy—-occupied areas and
foil enemy attempts to persuade them to surrender and “turn over
a new leaf”.

Economics is the very foundation of political, military and cultural
affairs. When we talk about improving the people’s living conditions,
we mean, in the first place, reducing rent and interest while ensuring
that the reduced rates are paid. This is necessary in order to guaran-
tee a sound economic foundation for conducting the War of Resistance
in the Liberated Areas, where the peasantry constitutes 8o—9o per cent
of the population.

That is how the peasants’ interest in production has been stimu-
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lated, how production has proceeded uninterruptedly even during
the enemy’s repeated “mopping-up” campaigns.

That is how we have succeeded in mobilizing the peasants to or-—
ganize mutual aid in labour (labour-exchange teams, groups, etc.), how
general enthusiasm has been roused for increased production
throughout the Liberated Areas. Productivity has been raised in this
way to new heights. Not only agriculture (which is, in the present
stage, the basic economic activity in every Liberated Area) but also
cottage industries and handicraft workshops have been developed. So
we are well on the way towards becoming self-sufficient, well-fed
and well-clothed.

That, too, 1s why the publicly owned industries and the co—opera-
tive industrial and commercial enterprises are winning the genuine
support of the people, and how a real foundation for their growth has
been laid.

That 1s how co-operation in production between the army and peo-—
ple has been brought about — a co-operation that, coupled with the
policy of “better troops and simpler administration” and of getting the
army to take part in production and practising economy, is lightening
the burden on the people, economizing manpower and available mate-
rials and reducing waste. All this eases the strain on the people and
makes possible the accumulation of material resources for the long-
term struggle.

That is how, in the economic sphere, the Liberated Areas have
been able to pool their efforts, help each other when hit by natural
calamities and thus save millions of lives. As a consequence, we have
been able to do what we set out to do: carry on the struggle.

Military affairs are interrelated with political and economic affairs.
The people’s war is, in essence, a war of the masses, and only by
means of the political and economic measures I have mentioned has
the conduct of such a war been possible. As Comrade Mao Zedong
says in his On Protracted War: “The mobilization of the common
people throughout the country will create a vast sea in which to drown
the enemy, create the conditions that will make up for our inferiority
in arms and other things, and create the prerequisites for overcoming
every difficulty in the war.” That is the starting point of the strategy
and tactics emploved during the past eight years by the Eighth Route
Army, the New Fourth Army and the South China Anti—Japanese
Column, the basis for the entire system of strategy and tactics employed
during the people’s anti—Japanese war in the Liberated Areas. The
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characteristic feature of this war of the masses is that the people
help in military operations as well as give political and economic as-—
sistance. A war of this kind is not waged by the army alone but
also by the people, who fight in skilful co—-ordination with the army.
The main forces fight in co—-ordination with the local forces, and the
regular army in co—ordination with the guerrilla forces, the militia and
the people’s self-defence corps.

Thus, in our pincer attacks on the enemy, we have adopted flexi-
ble fighting tactics on both exterior and interior lines.

In this way, we are able to counter the enemy’s encirclement, his
“mopping—-up’ campaigns, his “nibbling away’ operations and his
blockade measures.

In this way, we can steal the initiative from the enemy in strategic
command and in directing a campaign, strive to extricate ourselves
from a defensive position and force the enemy on to the defensive.

In this way, by making repeated thrusts we are able to repulse
the enemy’s “lightning tip—and-run raids”, and, by scattering, con-—
cealing and moving our forces skilfully, seek out the enemy’s weak
points and break his encirclement.

In this way, we can annihilate scattered enemy forces by a con-
centration of our forces and, conversely, attack concentrated enemy
forces by our scattered forces.

In this way. the enemv’s blockade and dismemberment tactics can
be disrupted by the destruction inflicted by our army and people; and
the enemy’s search and combing-out efforts can be smashed by land-
mine warfare conducted by the militia together with scattered small
armed units.

In this way, by co-ordinated attacks in several areas we can
relieve neighbouring territory, smash the enemy’s encircling, “mopping-
up” campaigns, institute guerrilla warfare on the plains to aid guerrilla
warfare in the mountains, and vice versa.

Thus the main force can move about freely and engage in or pre-
pare for well-timed, successful counter—attacks, while the local forces
carry on guerrilla warfare in the vicinity of their bases, engage the
enemy 1n skirmishes and so harass and wear him out.

In this way., we have created armed work teams as a form of
military resistance, using them as a keen weapon with which to
begin or resume work in enemy-occupied areas. While the enemy
extends his “mopping-up” campaign to our bases, our armed work
teams are busy carrying out various forms of anti-Japanese activity in
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the enemy areas themselves to keep the enemy in a state of mortal
fear, and working out ways of combining unarmed with armed re-
sistance.

During the eight vears of the War of Resistance, what Comrade
Mao Zedong in his On Protracted War calls “a war of a jig—-saw
pattern” has been employed to the full in the Liberated Areas.

The people’s army, the people’s war and the people’s strategy and
tactics — these three things dovetail perfectly. They are the very
flesh and sinews of the war in the Liberated Areas. They are,
moreover, characteristic of the operations on every battle front there.

The wvarious factors I have dealt with represent the sum total of
experience gained in the people’'s anti-Japanese war in the Liberated
Areas — a war led by the Chinese Communist Party and Comrade
Mao Zedong: and they all derive from the correct policy of the Party
and Comrade Mao Zedong and from the people’s anti-Japanese war.
[Had we departed from Comrade Mao Zedong's policy, had we
divorced ourselves from the people, then, in the face of so powerful
an enemy, none of these factors could ever have developed. And
then, instead of crushing the enemy, we might long ago have been
crushed by him.

[II. THE MILITARY LINE ADOPTED BY THE CHINESE
PEOPLE FOR THE WAR OF RESISTANCE

TWO DIFFERENT MILITARY LINES

Comrade Mao Zedong in his report rightly points out that there
are two different lines in the War of Resistance Against Japan. “One,”
he sayvs, “leads to the defeat of the Japanese aggressors, while the
other not only makes their defeat impossible but in some respects
actually helps them and undermines our War of Resistance.” These
two lines are evident in the military as well as the political field.

One of them rises out of oppression of the people and the treat-
ment of soldiers as slaves: out of a policy of carrying on a passive war
of resistance or acting as mere onlookers; out of relying entirely on
foreign aid; out of sparing one’s main force in preparation for civil
war: out of excluding people who hold different opinions and out of
disrupting unity. This 1s a defeatist and purely defensive military
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line directed against the people — a line that explains why the Kuo-
mintang has suffered successive reverses on its battle fronts.

The exact opposite of this is the anti-Japanese military line taken
by the Chinese people, the corner—-stone of which is to fully mobilize
the people, unite all anti—-Japanese forces and actively strike at the
Japanese aggressors. This line creates unity between army and peo-—
ple, and between officers and men. It creates unity among all friend-
ly armies and gives rise to the strategy and tactics of hitting the
enemy hard and making ourselves strong. This explains why victories
have been won in the Liberated Areas.

The first line stands for the preservation of the old system, old
habits and old tactics of the Chinese army. [t opposes any reforms
required by new conditions in the war against Japan. That
explains why a handful of people have for so long been able to
usurp control of the army and use it as an instrument for
running a ruthless dictatorship and oppressing the people. The second
line stands for reforming the Chinese army in the light of military
experience gained in the Northern Expedition (1926-27) and the Agra-
rian Revolutionary War (1927-37) and in accord with Dr. Sun Yat-sen's
principle: “Unite the armed forces with the people and turn them
" That is the only way in which

1

into the armed forces of the people.”
the army can be united with the people, the only way in which the
army’s morale can be raised and the enemy defeated.

The first line assumes that the War of Resistance can be won in
a short time, that it is a war of quick decision. No effort, therefore,
is made to rally the people’s strength for resistance. On the contrary,
any such efforts by the people themselves are deliberately suppressed.
The second line, on the other hand, realizes that the War of Resistance
cannot be won in a short time, that it is necessarily a protracted war
and, therefore, that ever—greater effort must be made to rally and
enhance the people’s strength.

Champions of the first line argue that the War of Resistance falls
into only two stages:! the stage before the fall of Wuhan, when the
enemy was winning and we were losing, and the stage since then, in
which we move from defeat to victory. They deny the intermediate
stage of stalemate. Those who uphold the second line, however, main-—
tain that the war falls into three stages: strategic retreat, strategic
stalemate and strategic counter—offensive. Stalemate is the most trying
stage, with so many things crying to be done. In the first place, we
must introduce democracy and improve the livelihood of the people
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before we can organize them as a force. We must create all the neces—
sary conditions for a counter—offensive before we can even talk about
launching it.

The supporters of the first line, again, have all along pinned their
hopes for victory on the war between Japan and the Soviet Union
and in the Pacific. They do not pin their hopes of victory on their
own political or military reforms and on their own efforts in the
War of Resistance Against Japan. Naturally they have been disap-
pointed. The Pacific front was opened, yet all last yvear they suffered
heavier defeats than ever. By contrast, the supporters of the second
line have steadfastly relied on the people’s strength. Although they
try to obtain foreign help, they do not depend on it exclusively. The
victories in the Liberated Areas over the past few years have been won
through our own efforts. We have had no outside help at all.

Again, supporters of the first line advocate and practise a passive
strategy of pure defence, while those of the second favour an active
strategy of offensive defence as a preliminary to general coun-
ter—offensive.

Upholders of the first line do not punish generals who surrender
to the enemy. On the contrary, they connive in their actions and im-

8

prison those who, like General Ye Ting'" and others, have performed
meritorious service. Advocates of the second line oppose all versions
of capitulation, commend meritorious fighters, demand punishment
for generals and other officers who mutiny or surrender to the enemy,
praise political integrity and build the people’s morale.

Advocates of the first line employ a faulty recruitment system.
Able—-bodied men are press—ganged, and bribery is resorted to flagrant-—
lv. The best sons of the Chinese people are treated as “expendable”
and persecuted. Under the second line, a system of militia and self-
defence corps, which i1s what the people want, and a volunteer system
genuinely based on individual choice are the rule. This meets the
army’'s needs and at the same time makes best use of China’s man-
power.

The first line is the military line of the Kuomintang. The second
1s that of the Communist Party.

The two are completely different. Which is right and which is
wrong has long since been demonstrated by what has happened over
the past eight years on the two battle fronts — one becoming weaker
and weaker and the other stronger and stronger.

As is well known, Comrade Mao Zedong's famous military trea-
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tises such as On Protracted War and Problems of Strategy in Guerrilla
War Against Japan represent the correct military line of the Com-
munist Party.

Comrade Mao Zedong's military line is, in short, that of a people’s
army and a people’s war. It is a line that will lead to victory in the
War of Resistance Against Japan.

The military line of the reactionary clique in the Kuomintang is
determined by its political line. Its military line follows its military
theory;: and Kuomintang military theory is saturated with German,
[talian and Japanese fascist ideology. The outstanding feature of this
ideology is that the army lords it over the people (through the special
authority the army has over the people), and that the officers ride
roughshod over soldiers (through the special authority the officers have
over their men). With a powerful foe such as the Chinese nation has
to face, this kind of military thinking amounts to disarmament and
an invitation to defeat.

THE PRINCIPLES OF ARMY BUILDING

On the problems of army building, I fully agree with what Com-
rade Mao Zedong said in the sections of his report dealing with the
people’s war and the people’s army. In those sections he raised certain
questions and proposed solutions.

I want now to say a word or two about our aims in building an
army. To do this, I would like to compare two different theories in
China today on what an army should be formed for.

Think of the thousands upon thousands of troops, the thousands
upon thousands of men with guns. Who are they? The people. The
vast majority of them are peasants. But there are two kinds of armies,
now as in the past. One kind organizes, arms and trains the people
to protect their interests and serve them. The other also organizes,
arms and trains the people: but it does so to protect the interests of
the few — the big landlords, the big compradors and the big bankers
— and to oppress, exploit and enslave the people.

There is no army that is not under the control of the state. There
are, however, two kinds of state. One is the new—-democratic state —
a state that belongs to the people, to the workers, the peasants, the
urban petty bourgeoisie, the national bourgeoisie, the enlightened
gentry and other patriotic elements. The other is the feudal, fascist,
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anti—popular state — a state that is under the dictatorship of the big
landlords and big bourgeoisie. The people’s army is an army that
belongs to the new—-democratic state. The army of the big landlords,
big compradors and big bankers belongs to a state under the dictator—
ship of the big landlords and big bourgeoisie.

The people’s army, for the very reason that it is at one with the
people, can defend the country effectively against the foreign foe and
can safeguard the people’s rights to democracy and freedom inside the
country as well. The army of the big landlords and big bourgeoisie,
for the very reason that it is divorced from the people, is bound to
be powerless to defend the country. It vacillates, becomes defeatist
and may even betray the country (for instance, by becoming a puppet
army). Domestically, it undermines and suppresses the people’s rights
to democracy and freedom.

The people’s army practises democracy within its own ranks. Of-
ficers and men are as one. It is also democratic in relation to the peo-
ple — people and army are as one. Because of this, it can sweep away
the warlord system. The army of the big landlords and big bourgeoisie
imposes a system of oppression and double—dealing within its own
ranks. Otherwise, it cannot order its officers and men, the vast ma-
jority of whom come from the people, to act against the people. This
kind of army is, of course, bound to oppress people. Otherwise, it
cannot be a tool of the big landlords and big bourgeoisie for oppress-—
ing, exploiting and enslaving the people. So this army not only pre-—
serves the warlord system, but extends it. Even in controlling its own
members, it employs the most savage and shameless fascist methods.
That 1s just what the reactionary ruling clique inside the Kuomintang
is doing for all it is worth.

To which of these two kinds of armies do the Eighth Route and
New Fourth Armies and the South China Anti—-Japanese Column
belong?

They belong to the first category and Chinese history has never
before seen their like. As Communists, we can be proud that it is we
who have built this army of the people.

Like their predecessor, the Red Army of the civil war period, both
our Eighth Route and New Fourth Armies, led by Comrade Mao
Zedong, are national, popular and democratic in character. They are
national because they have always opposed foreign invasion and dis—
played the utmost enthusiasm in defending their native land. They
are popular because they come from the people and have always fought
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hard for the liberation and well-being of the people. They are dem-
ocratic because there is unity between army and people and between
officers and men, because they have done away with the warlord
system and made themselves an instrument of the struggle for people’s
democracy. It is because they have these three characteristics that they
fight so well, indeed, that they are invincible. Thanks to the guidance
of Comrade Mao Zedong's specific policy, these characteristics have
become even more apparent during the War of Resistance and, as a
consequence, our army has increased in strength and performed bril-
liant deeds in this costly war to defend our motherland.

The three characteristics of the Eighth Route and New Fourth
Armies are, in fact, our three principles of army building. In the final
analysis, however, the most important one is: The army must start
from the interests of the people and serve the people. Because such
an army serves the people and belongs to the people, it takes it as
a sacred duty to safeguard the motherland. That is why a high degree
of democracy has developed in the army. A people’s army of this kind
1s the army of a genuinely democratic country, an army that possesses
a keen political awareness and the power to put up a real hght.

There is no doubt that the principles of army building adopted by
the Eighth Route and New Fourth Armies should be adopted by all
armies in China. They furnish a model on which all of China’s armies
should be transformed. They open up brilliant prospects for the whole
Chinese army, a road to blessings for our whole country. If the Chinese
people want to achieve victory in the War of Resistance, if they want
to achieve democracy and liberation, they must exert every effort to
organize and expand armies on the model of the Eighth Route and
New Fourth Armies. If, on the other hand, some people try to
weaken the Eighth Route and New Fourth Armies or reorganize
them on the pattern of an anti—popular army, it means they really want
to destroy our Great Wall. It means they will inevitably undermine the
War of Resistance, jeopardize the country and serve as cat's—paws for
the Japanese invaders. The Chinese people will never let them do this.

We want to see armies all over the country follow a bright path,
changing themselves into people’s armies, not into private tools for
oppressing the people. As Comrade Mao Zedong says in his report,
“Every patriotic officer in the Kuomintang army who has a conscience
should set about reviving the Sun Yat—-sen spirit and transforming his
troops.”
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These, then, are our main principles of army building. Now let
me go on to some specific problems that arise in the building of an
army.

RECRUITMENT

Just as there are two kinds of armies, so there are two systems of
recruitment. Officers and men of a people’s army join of their own
accord. The volunteer system now operated by the Eighth Route and
New Fourth Armies, as well as the system of obligatory military serv-
ice that might be introduced by a coalition government of New De-
mocracy, 1s based on the wishes of the people. The recruitment system
of an army of the big landlords and bhig bourgeoisie must necessarily
go against the wishes of the people — no one would join without com-—
pulsion. The present so—called recruitment system of the Kuomintang
works against the will of the people. This compulsory system has de-
generated into a particularly vicious one. Its recruiting methods are
“buying”, press—ganging and trickery. In areas controlled by the Kuo-
mintang, recruiting officers take bribes, break the law at will, and
show no regard for human life. Recruits are callously treated. They
are roped together and forced to endure cold, starvation, flogging and
imprisonment. They are not even allowed to attend to calls of nature
except at arbitrarily fixed times. As a result, great numbers of them
either die or escape to become bandits. Only about one in five actually
reaches barracks.

By contrast, the system adopted by our Eighth Route and New
Fourth Armies is a voluntary one. Those who join our army come of
their own free will because they want to resist Japanese aggression,
save their country and build a China of New Democracy. Some of
them are Communists but the vast majority are not. Because the
Eighth Route and New Fourth Armies have this close contact with
the people, they have an inexhaustible supply of manpower.

When in the future a coalition government and a joint supreme
command are set up, a system of obligatory military service may be
adopted. But any such system will be radically different from the
present vicious conscription system of the Kuomintang government.
Instead, it will be built on a voluntary basis. coupled with necessary
persuasion.
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MAINTAINING TIIE ARMY

Just as there are two kinds of armies, so there are two ways of
maintaining them. An army which is antagonistic to the people rather
than belonging to them, maintains itself by exploiting the people and,
as a consequence, by exploiting its soldiers as well. The methods em—
ployed by a people's army are based on love for the people and, con-
sequently, on love for its soldiers, too. The latter are the methods of
the Eighth Route and New Fourth Armies.

In addition to exploiting the people and the soldiers, the reac-
tionary cligue in the Kuomintang employs various schemes to extort
military funds from the people on the pretext that “the state should
maintain the troops’. Not satisfied with extorting money at home, it
also turns to foreign countries for loans in the name of the state. When
the funds are collected, the reactionaries pocket the money by padding
the payroll and other devices. Embezzlement among officers is ram-
pant {rom top to bottom. The higher the officer's rank, the more
money he can appropriate for himself. In consequence, even if ample
military funds are available, the men remain haggard, thin and short
of clothing. The Chinese warlords, most of whom very rich, usually
roll in money  — they get it from military funds. In reactionary Kuo-
mintang circles, this ugly business goes even further. Nobody can
make head or tail of military advanced-pay accounts. Nobody can
even make a guess at the amount of “military allocations” the reac-
tionaries have appropriated.

How do the Eighth Route and New Fourth Armies maintain their
troops?

Our soldiers are armed peasants in uniform. Our army consists
of ordinary people under arms and in uniform. They want to be
clothed and to eat, drink, rest and work the same as the common
people. Their main material needs are clothing, food, housing and
transport. Their spiritual need is education to resist Japanese aggres-—
sion and to love the people. In maintaining the army, the Eighth
Route and New Fourth Armies pay special attention to material needs
and to needs of the spirit as well.

In the first place, the material upkeep of the army follows the prin-
ciple that it shall not become too heavy a burden on the people: other—
wise there will be a conflict of interests between the army and the peo-
ple. If the people’s life is made hard, army life will become hard as
well and its capacity to fight the enemy will suffer. When a situation
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develops that requires expansion of the army, the expansion must be
accomplished without excessively increasing the burden on the people.
When we encounter difficult times, as we did in 1942, our working
principle is to consider the interests of both the army and the people:
we apply the policy of “better troops and simpler administration” in
the enemy’s rear. In the second place, our treatment of everyone in
the army is based on the principle of equal treatment for officers and
men. The officers set an example by taking the rough with the smooth
in the same way as their men. Only those officers who have the in-
terests of their men at heart, who take into account what their men
have to put up with and do not stand apart from the rank and file
can be considered good. That is the line we work on in maintaining
our army. In this way the rotten practice of padding pavrolls and
exploiting soldiers in the army is rejected, and a new chapter is written
in Chinese military history. In the third place, we have in recent years
introduced a completely new principle into the army’s maintenance
by enabling it to engage in productive work in the intervals between
fighting and training, and thus help to meet the material needs of the
army and lighten the burdens of the people. This innovation is ex-—
tremely important for our army. Experience gained from the army’s
participation in productive work in the border regions shows that, in
the absence of fighting, we can in the first year become partly self-
supporting: in the second, half self-supporting; and in the third, whol-
lyv so. In areas where fighting is going on, the army may, by taking
part in production, become partly or half sell-supporting. Personal
participation by commanders in productive work is an important means
of involving the army in it. When the army takes part in production,
the people’s burden is lightened, ties between the army and the peo-
ple become closer, army life becomes richer, the army becomes more
consolidated, training is more effective, and fighting spirit is enhanced.
An inexhaustible source of funds to maintain the army is also tapped.

We have taken a number of new measures in recent years to pro-—
vide special consideration for the families of men fighting the Japanese
and made new arrangements for disabled or demobilized soldiers. In
addition to giving them pensions and getting neighbours to plough
their land, we help them produce so that they can become economical—
ly independent. Indeed, many labour heroes have emerged from
among them or their family members who are doing quite well now
in their livelihood. Every Liberated Area should endeavour to do
this work well and see that they live comfortably.



BATTLE FRONT IN LIBERATED AREAS 169

This method of maintaining the Eighth Route and New Fourth
Armies represents a reform unparalleled in Chinese military history.
It i1s a reform characteristic of the internal life of the army and also
of its external life, that is, its relations with the people. That is why
these armies can maintain their soldiers and maintain them well
without outside assistance.

LEADING THE ARMY

Just as there are two kinds of armies, so there are two methods
of leading them. The method used by an army which is antagonistic
to the people rather than belonging to them is to treat soldiers as
slaves, whereas the people’s army’'s method is to treat them as polit—
ically aware fighters. The latter is the method of the Eighth Route
and New Fourth Armies.

The big landlords and big bourgeoisie organize and arm the people
to create an army which will be used against the people. That is
of course no easy matter; and that is why an army of this kind resorts
to all sorts of barbarities in leading its troops. The policy of the
reactionaries is to keep soldiers in a state of ignorance, applying the
maxim that “the most valuable quality in generals is wisdom, in
soldiers ignorance”. If soldiers were wise they would not act against
the people. So the reactionaries devise a set of military codes and
military orders and discipline, on the basis of which they impose a
ruthless system of absolute dictatorship and absolute obedience. Those
who fail to toe the line are punished. Those who do toe it get promo-
tion and grow rich. On the one hand the reactionaries use threats,
on the other they dangle bait. A whole system 1s built up of ill-
treating soldiers, using secret agents to spy on them and even surrepti—
tiously murdering them. What this means is that they have no regard
for the human dignity of their subordinates and soldiers and they bully
and cow them, through a rotten system of absolute obedience, into
allowing dictators to use the army in any way they think fit. The
big landlords and big bourgeoisie want to oppress, exploit and enslave
the people. By what method except savagery can they command their
army?

The Eighth Route and New Fourth Armies have completely wiped
out the system of oppression that prevailed in the army for thousands
of years. At the very birth of our people’s army in 1927, we abolished
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the system of brutality against soldiers. We regard officers and men
alike as human beings on an equal footing. The only difference
between them is in matters of duty. No officers are allowed to
oppress the men, no senior officers to oppress their juniors. Qur
soldiers join the army to serve the people, not the officers. We call
for extremely strict discipline, both in military affairs and in relations
with the people. This kind of discipline is based on political under—
standing and is observed by officers and men alike without exception.

In recent years, we have developed a new way of leading soldiers.
We started a campaign to educate soldiers to respect their officers and
officers to care for their men. This movement has enormously strength-
ened unity within the army, greatly raised the morale of officers and
men, and enabled the army to make rapid progress in all aspects of
its work.

TRAINING THE ARMY

Just as there are two kinds of armies, so there are two methods
of training them. The method employved to train an army which is
antagonistic to the people rather than belonging to them puts ignorance
and coercion first. By contrast, the method used in training a people’s
army is based on political understanding and voluntary acceptance.
The second method is that used by the Eighth Route and New Fourth
Armies.

There are three aspects to the training of an army: training the
mind, physical training, and training in military technique.

The first thing in training an army 1s to train the mind of the
soldier. There will be no spirit of initiative in an army whose polit—
ical understanding is low, which does not know what it 1s fighting
for. In that case, no amount of training will get anywhere. Courage
without political understanding is just brute courage. Conscious
courage resulting from political awareness is true courage. To in-
crease political understanding and military knowledge, soldiers must
receive a hasic level of education.

Since the army of the big landlords and big bourgeoisie has a
policy of keeping its soldiers ignorant, the soldiers are not interested
in physical and technical training and it proves ineffective. It is
useless to equip such soldiers with modern weapons; they may simply
hand them over to the enemy.
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The Eighth Route and New Fourth Armies have achieved re-
markable results in the cultivation of the mind. The political
understanding of our army is high, which is why it 1s uncongquerable.
As a result of our fight in recent yvears against tendencies to be dog-—
matic or formalistic, political training has become more thorough and
practical. Both officers and men have systematically improved their
military knowledge and a considerable advance has been made in the
study and application of strategy and tactics. With regard to general
education, while we obtained some results at the very beginning, we
have done much better in recent years. As far as cultivation of the
mind goes, for the past year or so we have trained our troops for
various productive jobs as well as provided political and general educa-
tion. Training for production not only helps our production cam-
paign, but fosters as well a sound attitude towards labour and prevents
our men from becoming loafers or scoundrels in uniform. They will
still be useful members of society when the war is over.

It should also be pointed out that we owe a great deal of our
success in cultivating the minds of our soldiers to the many intellec—
tuals and educated young men who have joined our army since the
outbreak of the War of Resistance Against Japan. I want to take
this opportunity to express our sincere appreciation.

Now a word on physical training. Fighting involves hand-to-
hand combat, a matching of strength. Physical training, therefore, is
important. Building physical strength demands, first of all, a full
stomach and warm clothing. Only then can we set about various
forms of physical exercise. As the army of the big landlords and big
bourgeoisie operates by exploiting the rank and file, naturally its
soldiers cannot acquire a good physique. In the people’s army, with
its emphasis on consideration and care for the men, it is quite the
reverse.

Next comes training in technique and tactics. In the past there
was a tendency in our army to scoff at the idea of physical strength and
technique. It was regarded as enough for the army to have political
awareness. This is quite wrong. Did we win battles in the past?
Yes, we did. But that does not mean that our technical skill was
either adequate or good enough. If we had had greater physical
strength and better technique, as well as political awareness, we might
have won greater battles and suffered fewer casualties. But it is only
fair to say that this wrong tendency has now been corrected. During
the last couple of winters we carried out training on a large scale.
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In some areas this developed into military training for all the people.
QOur regular troops have improved enormously, and large numbers of
the militiamen have now learned how to lay mines. To have accom-
plished so much is very significant.

In recent yvears we have worked out a new method of training
troops by replacing the “officer line” — which gave officers and
instructors sole control over training — with the “mass line”, the basis
of which is co-operation between officers and men. In our army we
have introduced a new educational method. [t is to make teaching
and learning complement each other. The officers teach the men and
the men teach the officers. The officers teach one another as do
the men. Those who are intellectuals and those who are of worker
or peasant origin also help and learn from each other. Such an
arrangement is just what is needed in the present war conditions. We
place a high value on the lectures on special technical skills given by
our officers or instructors. Since the outbreak of the War of Resist-
ance, many military specialists have joined our army and played a
fine part in raising our fighting capacity. We give them a warm
welcome. At the same time officers must not overlook the fact that
every one of the hundreds or thousands of men under their command
has his individual strengths, that in our army there are highly skilled
men from every trade. Officers should not be too proud to learn
from them. We have changed the attitude of officers from one of
conceit and superiority to one of untiringly learning from others and
teaching others. Scarcely had this system of relying on the masses
in training troops been adopted when we discovered not a few whose
abilities had remained unknown among the hundreds of thousands of
men in the Eighth Route and New Fourth Armies. In the course
of troop training, new heroes and new skills have been discovered
every day and our technique has been vastly enriched. This wave of
study is the very basis on which our men can master new skills. In
short, the classrooms and drill grounds that the men used to fear have
been turned into places where military skill and knowledge are culti—
vated and tempered. The whole atmosphere is different, interest has
been heightened and the barracks have been turned into schools.

We have certainly done a great deal in training troops. But can
we be satisfied with this? No, we cannot. To prepare for the future
counter—offensive, we must from now on learn to master new tech-
niques; and the most important thing we have to learn is artillery war—
fare.
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We have to improve our tactics by painstakingly reviewing the
experience gained in battle and in field manoeuvres. The contents
of the Four Main Courses'” should be used only as reference material
for tactical and technical education. We should take from them
whatever is of practical value, but not study them mechanically. Our
Eighth Route and New Fourth Armies cannot vet master completely
every aspect of military science and technique. We still have a long
way to go in this respect. [t is most important that the entire army
continue studying in order to master whatever new military techniques
we need.

This principle of troop training ensures that the rank and file of
the Eighth Route and New Fourth Armies will be courageous and
resourceful fighters on the anti-Japanese battle front, and that tomor-
row, after victory, they will form the hard core of a modernized na-
tional defence force, as well as being capable of leading in the work
of production and education in the period of national economic con-—
struction. In this way, the demobilization of our army will not create
any difficulty for the people or the government.

CONDUCTING THE WAR

Just as there are two kinds of armies, so there are two different
methods of carrying on a war. An army which is antagonistic to
the people rather than belonging to them is necessarily limited to
fighting by cut-and-dried rules and formulas. But a people’s army
uses methods of great flexibility and constantly adapts itself to the
actual situation: and this is true of the Eighth Route and New Fourth
Armies.

Because the army of the big landlords and big bourgeoisie oppress-—
es the people and receives no help from them, because there is no
community of interest between officers and men, such an army cannot,
when engaged in war, rely on the initiative and enthusiasm of its
junior officers and men. It is, in fact, compelled to expend great
effort to prevent large-scale desertions. It 1s very difficult to wage
war with such an army. The higher command issues orders based
entirely on preconceived, cut—and-dried rules, without weighing the
enemy’s strength against one’s own and disregarding special condi-
tions of time and place. Consequently such orders are utterly im-
practical. When a unit receives orders that cannot be carried out,
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it makes false reports to the higher command. Both superiors and
subordinates try to pull the wool over each other’s eyes. Can such
an army win victories? Many incredible phenomena have occurred
in the War of Resistance. Mutinous generals have never been brought
to justice. Generals who surrendered to the enemy have been given im-—
portant positions after their return. And some generals who defended
cities in conditions of enormous difficulty have been shot! This is an
odd system of rewards and punishments, isn’t it?

With the Eighth Route Army and the New Fourth Army things
are entirely different. When we are fighting we are helped every-
where by the people. Since the militia was organized and tunnel-
digging and mine-laying began, the scale and importance of the help
the people have given us are incalculable. Within the army itself,
because it has a high degree of political awareness and because there
is mutual understanding and a feeling of solidarity between officers
and men, everyone knows where he stands and can act on his own
initiative. Having a single aim, the fighters are mobile and swift;
they can fight bravely. As an ancient saying goes, for a general not
to know how to use his soldiers is tantamount to delivering the nation
to the enemy; and for the soldiers not to know the worth of their
generals 1s tantamount to delivering them to the enemy. That is
something that never happens in our army.

Qur policy in conducting the war may be summed up like this:
How we are to fight depends on the weapons we possess, the kind of
enemy before us, and the specific time and place. This means that
a battle has to be planned and fought on the basis of our own equip-—
ment, the strength of the enemy, and the factors of time, terrain, and
so on. This new method of conducting war is both practical and
materialist. It is of profound significance. Many a military expert,
in China and abroad, both in the present and in the past, has failed
disastrously in this respect. Some of our comrades who held “Left”
ideas in the past failed to understand just this point. Earlier on,
when the only weapons at our disposal were rifles, spears and broad
swords, we simply had to study the specific conditions and make our
decisions and determine our tactics accordingly. We didn't talk
in high-flown terms about the tactics of a mechanized army. When
we passed from the period of civil war to that of the anti—-Japanese
war, when the enemy we had to face was the Japanese army, we were
not content to cling to experiences from the civil war period. We
made necessary changes and improvements. We made the relevant
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decisions and determined our tactics after a thorough study of the
enemy’'s situation. And of course, in the Liberated Areas we have to
devise tactics applicable to the particular time and place of this type
of battle front. These general rules for the conduct of war contain
a special feature — unity between the army and the people. On the
one hand, the fight waged by the army serves to help the various
struggles in which the people are engaged: and on the other, the
people’s efforts — political, economic, cultural and military, as well
as the disruption of the enemy’s communication lines — serve to help
the army wage war. This co-operation between the army and the
people in all spheres is practised thoroughly on our fronts, in every
campaign and in every battle. This is the new method of conducting
war that we have worked out in the course of the people’s war. It
is the method of Comrade Mao Zedong.

Officers, their men and the people all have one common objec-—
tive: to attack the enemy in every way possible. Consequently, as
long as orders issued by the Eighth Route and New Fourth Armies
suit local conditions and are practical, they are carried out. Even if
orders are occasionally impractical or arrive too late, no harm is done,
because lower units are able to adapt themselves to circumstances,
make judgements and act independently. That 1s why we are winning
all along the line.

Last vear the Kuomintang troops suffered a miserable defeat in
Henan Province. Those who have studied the campaign have come
to the conclusion that the defeat was due to five discordant factors:
the various armies were at odds with each other; the officers were at
odds with the men: the army was at odds with the government, as
well as with the Kuomintang party, and with the people. This is
all that can be expected. An army of the big landlords and big bour-—
geoisie runs into conflict at every turn, while the Eighth Route and
New Fourth Armies meet with agreement and harmony everywhere.
That is the fundamental difference.

Now a word on military theory. Whenever this subject is raised,
some people like to show off with a series of high—-sounding military
academy lectures, or by quoting at length from the military history of
one country or another. What they say is all very profound, but
unfortunately these theories are not necessarily of practical value to
the Chinese people. Undoubtedly we must draw on the military
theories and experience of all countries. We ought to learn from
them. It will be bad for us if we do not. What we must not do,
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however, is to apply such theories and experience mechanically: we
must not accept them as immutable dogma. The Northern Expedi-
tion, the Agrarian Revolutionary War and the eight years of the War
of Resistance Against Japan have given birth to a correct military
science that best suits the needs of the Chinese people. It is a military
science that combines theory with practice. Comrade Mao Zedong's
many military writings are good expositions of this new military
science. From the various battles fought in the revolutionary civil
wars and from battles now being fought on the fronts of the Kuomin-
tang and the Liberated Areas, we can see the soundness of the ideas
set forth in these works. Experience gained in the War of Resistance
is a yardstick against which the soundness of Comrade Mao Zedong's
military theories can be tested. Everything | mentioned when dealing
with the military experience in the War of Resistance in the Liberated
Areas, as well as the whole strategy of people’s war, comes from the
successful application of Comrade Mao Zedong’'s methods.

In our persistent struggle behind the enemy lines we achieve victo-
ries by adopting the basic principles of strategy and tactics laid down
by Comrade Mao Zedong. These basic principles are: oppose adven-—
turism when on the offensive, oppose conservatism when on the defen-
sive, and oppose flightism when moving from one place to another.
These bhasic principles are based on the close fighting unity between
the army and the people. It is this unity that makes their application
possible.

POLITICAL WORK IN THE ARMY

The two kinds of armies conduct two kinds of political work.

The aim of political work conducted by the reactionary clique
within the Kuomintang is to trick the officers and men. Otherwise
the big landlords and big bourgeoisie would not be able to do as they
please. Therefore, instead of anti—Japanese education, the reaction-
aries in the Kuomintang carry out anti—-Communist education in the
army. Instead of teaching officers and men to work for democracy,
they demand their blind obedience. They set up a system of secret
informers in the army. Officers and men with democratic ideas are
labelled dangerous and kept under scrutiny, dismissed, arrested, or
even secretly done away with. This sinister, merciless secret sur-—
veillance regime is aimed to blunt the political consciousness of the
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soldiers, to encourage their ignorance, to spy on — and even murder
— officers and men who hold democratic views, to isolate the army
from the people and to use the army to oppress the people. If the
men in an army are brutalized, that army will never serve the people,
but inevitably will brutalize the people. In such an army spving on
vour own men is called “political” work; but it is poles apart from
the political work in our army.

The aim of the Eighth Route and New Fourth Armies is to serve
the people and safeguard the country, and therefore political work is:
the life-blood of these armies. Our political work sets out: (1) to
raise the political understanding of officers and men, to inspire them
with love for their country and their people, and to fire them with a
desire to re—educate themselves; (2) to bring about unity between our
army and friendly army units: (3) to cement the unity between the
army and the people, to make the people more politically aware of
the necessity of safeguarding the country and democracy, and to help
spread education and culture among the people; (4) to demoralize
the Japanese and puppet troops by political and psychological means
and sap their fighting strength: and (5) to consolidate and increase
the fighting strength of our army, to guarantee that orders are carried
out, and to help the army itself to make an intensive study of politics
and military matters, to receive a general education and to master
production skills. These five aspects of our political work are in-
terrelated and complement each other. They characterize all our polit-
ical work. Qurs is a people’s army with unity between army and
people, between officers and men. The war we wage is a people’s
war. We apply the strategy and tactics of a people’s war; and we
have won battles. All these are inseparably linked to our political
work.

THE ARMY COMMAND

The two kinds of armies use two methods of command and two
types of command organizations.

Because the reactionaries in the Kuomintang want to eliminate
those who differ with them, they nominate their own divisional com-—
manders. More often than not, these commanders take orders only
from the supreme commander of the Kuomintang army, and pay no
attention to anvone else. As a result, many army commands above
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divisional level serve no purpose at all. In the course of a battle,
myriads of orders are issued, often at variance with or flatly contra-
dicting one another. The staff organizations, even the general staff at
the headquarters of the supreme command, frequently become mere
channels for transmitting orders.

By contrast, all levels of the commanding bodies of the Eighth
Route and New Fourth Armies monitor and restrain each other.
They have responsibility as well as authority. Harmony prevails in
their ranks. There is unity in command, vet sufficient latitude for
lower units to display initiative. Thus the army is united from top
to bottom.

One of the special merits of the Eighth Route and New Fourth
Armies is the ability of various units to co—operate with one another
and to co-ordinate their actions. The lower units never try to shift
responsibilities to some one else when they receive orders from higher
authorities, and when no orders are forthcoming they voluntarily co-
operate one with another. Excellent co-operation is also maintained
between main forces and local, guerrilla, militia and self-defence
forces. As a result, there is unity among all our forces.

The staff organizations of the Eighth Route and New Fourth
Armies are capable of truly effective work. That is the fundamental
difference between them and the staff organizations of the Kuomin-
tang army. During recent vears, our staff work has improved due
to the efforts of the staff personnel. It must be improved still further
to prepare for the forthcoming counter—-offensive. In modern warfare,
large formations cannot be commanded by a single individual: they
require a joint command. And effective joint command 1s impossible
without effective staff work. Therefore, our army staffs must con-
tinue to improve their work. They must do this above all in recon-
naissance and communications, in order to collect accurate and up-to-
the-minute intelligence.

EQUIPMENT AND OTHER PROBLEMS

For several yvears the most difficult problem facing us in the Lib-
erated Areas has been obtaining equipment and military supplies.
We are solving this in several ways. First, we arm ourselves with
weapons seized from the enemy. For several years now we have
relied on this method of strengthening our forces and maintaining our
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fighting power. Second, we make use of locally obtainable materials.
The abundance of coal, iron and metal obtained from dismantled
railway tracks in north China has greatly facilitated our manufacture
of arms; this is how the greater part of the militia forces have been
able to engage in mine-laying on an increasing scale. Third, we have
set up small-scale ordnance factories by assembling odds and ends of
equipment captured from the Japanese and puppet troops. Fourth,
we disperse and camouflage these factories, which often become the
target of enemy “mopping-up’ campaigns. Greater armed protec-—
tion must be provided for them so that ammunition can be produced
without interruption to supply the front. As far as medical supplies
go, we use both traditional Chinese and Western medicines. We
manufacture only a small part of the medicines we use; the main
sources of supply are purchase and seizure from the enemy. We are
most grateful to overseas Chinese and friends who helped us with
medical supplies at the beginning of the War of Resistance. These
sources have dried up since 1939, when the Kuomintang authorities
began a blockade of the Liberated Areas. But difficulties cannot
daunt us. We can overcome them, thanks to the efforts of our mili—-
tary supply personnel.

STRONG MAIN FORCES AND STRONG RESERVES

The armed forces in the Liberated Areas fall into three cate-
gories! main forces, local forces, and militia and self-defence forces.
The main job of the militia and self-defence forces is to protect their
own villages while carrying on regular production. By protecting
homes and defending themselves, no matter where they may be, they
are fighting the war against Japan together with other districts and
with the entire Liberated Areas. Local and national tasks in this
war go hand in hand. In the entire history of our army, militia forces
have never existed on such a scale as in the Liberated Areas. The
very fact that we have learned to organize such a militia speaks vol-
umes. Once the militia is organized, it can fight either alone or in
co—ordination with the regular army. It has done a fine job of pro-
tecting the people in the Liberated Areas so that they can produce
more. The recovery of many positions behind the enemy lines owes
a great deal to the success of the militia in besieging the enemy troops.
The militia’s chief weapon is land-mines. They also have rifles and
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hand grenades as well as a variety of primitive weapons, including
improvised grenade-throwers. To secure arms through their own
efforts, in many places the militia reclaim land to contribute revenue
for the manufacture of ammunition.'” The militia in many localities
is organized in such a way that it can fight in co—-ordination with the
militia of other areas. In these cases, we see the militia starting to
evolve into regular local forces. The militia and self-defence forces
also take an active part in production. Their members are both
fighters and producers, both a military and a labour force. That is
something that radically changes the face of the countryside. Local
forces occupy a place midway between the main forces and the militia.
They are responsible for the defence of one or several counties. They
are responsible not only for the important military task of launching
counter-“mopping—up” campaigns, but for looking after the immediate
concerns of the people. For example, they protect local people during
the harvest and planting seasons. They also fight floods, drought and
other natural hazards. The men who form these local forces naturally
love the locality where they were born and brought up and where
their forefathers are buried. That makes it possible for us to strength-
en these forces so that they serve as local garrisons in the War of
Resistance. As each local force becomes experienced and strengthened
in carrying out this task, it becomes more similar to, more on the level
of, a main force. Sometimes main forces are concentrated. At other
times they are dispersed. So it is necessary for them to joint with
local and militia forces to increase their own sirength and strike at the
enemy with greater impact. Working with one another, the main,
local and militia forces become an organic whole. In a crisis, we
can advantageously disperse the main forces and Integrate them with
the local forces, with the masses. When, on the other hand, the
situation favours the expansion of our work, the militia and local
forces can, in certain conditions, come together to co—operate with the
main forces, or actually become part of the main forces themselves, in
order to fulfil the more important tasks called for by expansion. By
such measures, the Eighth Route and New Fourth Armies have created
a militia of more than two million men to provide support and reserves.
That is one of the reasons they can sustain protracted warfare. This
is an enormous step forward in our army building in the Liberated
Areas.

In his political report Chairman Mao Zedong said: “When a unit
of the Eighth Route Army, the New Fourth Army or any other armed
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force of the people arrives at a place, it should immediately help the
local people to organize forces led by the local cadres, including not
only militia and self-defence corps but also local troops and regional
forces. This will make possible the eventual creation of regular forces
and regular army formations led by local people. This is an extremely
important task. Unless it is accomplished, we can neither build
stable anti-Japanese base areas nor expand the people’s army.” This,
then, is our task.

BREAKING UP TIIE PUPPET TROOPS

In recent years our army has done a good deal to demoralize the
puppet troops.

These puppet troops are Chinese. In helping the Japanese in-
vaders to oppress and slaughter their fellow-countrymen, they have
committed the worst of crimes. Unless they change their stand quick-
ly, cross over to our side and render good service to atone for their
crime, they will be liable to such severe punishment as the nation
demands, and will be wiped out together with the Japanese invaders.

The composition of the puppet troops is very mixed. Among the
800,000 we face, half a million are former Kuomintang troops who
surrendered to the enemy as a result of the Kuomintang reaction-—
aries’ ridiculous order to “save the nation by a devious path”.

We cannot, therefore, apply one hard and fast rule to all puppet
troops. There is only one thing to be done with the diehards who
have worked hand in glove with the enemy and repeatedly turned a
deaf ear to our advice — unhesitatingly destroy them. As for those
puppet officers and men who do have national awareness but were
temporarily fooled by the Kuomintang reactionaries and so surrender-—
ed to the enemy — we should win them over by propaganda, rescue
them from crime and return them to the embrace of our motherland.

We must, however, give them a word of warning. Hitler has
been vanquished, and it will not be long before the Japanese invaders
meet the same fate. These puppets have committed many crimes.
Unless they cross over to our side soon, they will not have time to
serve their country and redeem themselves: and they will be punished
as the nation demands. Any delay In coming over to our side will
be at their own peril.
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IV, OUR FUTURE MILITARY TASKS

Comrades! | have dealt with our military line in a fairly systematic
way and explained how we should carry on our work in various fhelds.
Now I want to say something about our future military tasks.

MILITARY TASKS THROUGHOUT THE NATION

In his political report Chairman Mao Zedong said: “. . . The
urgent need 1s to unite representatives of all political parties and groups
and of people without any party affiliation and establish a provisional
democratic coalition government for the purpose of instituting demo-
cratic reforms, surmounting the present crisis, mobilizing and unifying
all the anti—Japanese forces in the country to fight in effective co-ordi-
nation with the Allied countries for the defeat of the Japanese aggres—
sors, and thus enabling the Chinese people to liberate themselves from
the latter’s clutches. After that it will be necessary to convene a na-—
tional assembly on a broad democratic basis and set up a formally con-
stituted democratic government, which will also be in the nature of a
coalition and will have a still wider representation of people from all
parties and groups or without any party affiliation, and which will
lead the liberated people of the whole country in building an indepen-
dent, free, democratic, united, prosperous and powerful new China.
In short, we must take the line of unity and democracy, defeat the
aggressors and build a new China.”

This proposal of Comrade Mao Zedong is the political guide to
victory in China’s War of Resistance, and to building the nation.

In carrying out this political line, our military task is to unite the
Eighth Route and New Fourth Armies with all friendly forces engaged
in the War of Resistance in order to defeat the Japanese aggressors.
To this end, the army and the people of the entire country urgently
demand that the supreme command, now under the one—party dictator-
ship of the Kuomintang, be reorganized, and that it be replaced by a
joint supreme command which, based on Dr. Sun Yat-sen’'s principle
of democracy, is capable of exercising effective and unified command.

This joint supreme command should work in conformity with Dr.
Sun’s principle of identifying the armed forces so closely with the peo-
ple that they become the armed forces of the people. Accordingly,
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all corrupt practices existing in the Kuomintang command and army
that divorce the army from the people and are contrary to the interests
of the people must be eliminated or drastically changed. Military
lines and policies not in the interests of the War of Resistance and of
the people must be changed. High-ranking defeatist and pro-Japanese
elements must be dismissed and military training improved. Demo-
cratic methods of work and political consciousness must be fostered in
the army and secret surveillance within the army abolished for good.
The conscription svstem, which harms both the people and the execu-
tion of the War of Resistance, must be radically changed. Discipline
in accordance with national honour and interest must be enforced,
and the treatment of officers and men must be improved. Only by
taking these measures can relations be improved between the Kuomin-
tang army and the people, as well as between officers and men in the
Kuomintang army. Only in this way can real unity between the army
and the people be achieved, and the armed forces improve their hight-
ing capacity for the benefit of the War of Resistance. The establish—
ment of such a joint supreme command as described above is therefore
in the interests of the patriotic officers and men of the Kuomintang
army.

Creation of such a joint supreme command 1s also in the interests
of those officers and men in every provincial force who love their
country, because it would do away with all unequal treatment that
has divided the nation’s armed forces, because it would put an end
to the defeatist strategy of preserving one's own strength at the ex-
pense of others, because it would help the provincial forces make prog-
ress and do what the people expect of them, and because it would
unite all armies throughout the country and radically change the war
situation.

A joint supreme command of this sort is also needed in the Lib-
erated Areas — which for eight vears have borne the brunt of the
fighting — and by all the armies engaged in bitter fighting behind
enemy lines (the Eighth Route Army, the New Fourth Army and
the friendly forces) so that operations in both the Kuomintang areas
and the Liberated Areas can be effectively co-ordinated and all forces
in the Liberated Areas given far more vigorous assistance to defeat
the Japanese aggressors.

It is specially necessary to emphasize that this joint supreme com-
mand must supply the modern weapons available to all forces, without
exception, capable of fighting the enemy in order to wipe out the
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enemy, speed up victory and liberate the nation. Such a joint supreme
command should not withhold such weapons for the purpose of fight-
ing a civil war and oppressing the people.

Members of the Communist Party themselves both inside and
outside the army must collaborate with all democratic elements and
all military units in China. In the Eighth Route and New Fourth
Armies, Communist Party members are in the minority, because
officers and men are not compelled to join the Communist
Party (in the Kuomintang army they are compelled to joint the Kuo-
mintang). In actual fact, therefore, the Eighth Route and New Fourth
Armies are allied armies of Communists and other democratic ele-
ments; they are armies of the people.

All officers and men of the Eighth Route and New Fourth Armies
are willing to make common cause with all other anti—Japanese armies
throughout the country, to work for the establishment of a joint
supreme command and to defeat the Japanese aggressors. All past
prejudices should be abandoned and all friction ended. [t is our
opinion that officers and men of all anti—Japanese forces have been
fighting heroically in the War of Resistance and have rendered meri-
torious service to the country and the people. In reorganizing the
Kuomintang command to create a basis for unity among all armies in
the country, it is, above all, necessary to reinforce their united strength
so that, in collaboration with our Allies, we can bring about the speedy
defeat of the Japanese. This is not only what is expected by the
army, the people throughout the country and democratic public
opinion among the Allies. It 1s also what is expected by most of
the patriotic officers and democratic elements within the Kuomintang.

OUR MILITARY TASKS IN AREAS UNDER
JAPANESE OCCUPATION

Our military tasks in the areas occupied by the Japanese are: to
intensify political work to win over the people; to intensify organiza-—
tional work among them: to strengthen our political influence over
Japanese and puppet troops and the police in order to get them to
revolt against the Japanese and cross over to our side; to carry out
more intensive work in cities in the rear of the enemy:; and to organize
our underground forces. If all these tasks are carried out in co—ordina-
tion with our army’s actions, then the army can assuredly take the lead
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in expelling the Japanese aggressors from the mainland of China when
the great day arrives for the general counter—offensive.

Comra