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Everyone has pursuits and ideals; everyone has his own dreams. We are now all talking about the Chinese Dream. In my opinion,
achieving the rejuvenation of the Chinese nation has been the greatest dream of the Chinese people since the advent of modern times.
This dream embodies the long—cherished hope of several generations of the Chinese people, gives expression to the overall interests

of the Chinese nation and the Chinese people, and represents the shared aspiration of all the sons and daughters of the Chinese nation.

— Speech given by Xi Jinping while viewing The Road to Rejuvenation exhibit

November 29, 2012

We will continue in the right direction and press ahead with reform and opening up. We dare to chew the tough bones and

navigate the rough waters. We must have the courage to break down the barriers of old notions and the fences of interest groups.

— Speech given by Xi Jinping during his inspection visit to Guangdong Province

December 7-11, 2012

We stand for the sharing of dignity by all countries and peoples in the world. All countries, irrespective of size, strength and
wealth, are equal. The right of the people to independently choose their development paths should be respected, interference in the
internal affairs of other countries opposed, and international fairness and justice maintained. Only the wearer of the shoes knows if

they fit or not. Only the people can best tell if the development path they have chosen for their country is suitable or not.

— Speech given by Xi Jinping at the Moscow State Institute of International Relations

March 23, 2013
We must hold on to the practice and experience of the Party and people over the last ninety—some years as the foundation that
we stand on, never to be lost or forgotten. We must be neither self-abased nor over—confident. We must hold fast to the straight road

which has been forged through the long—term practice and exploration of the Party and people.

— Speech given by Xi Jinping at the symposium to commemorate the 120th anniversary

of Mao Zedong's birth, December 26, 2013
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Publisher’s Note

Language has a magical power. In his speeches, President Xi Jinping
frequently uses analogies and storytelling to express profound truths. His
colloquial, straightforward language clarifies ideas that many find puzzling, and
his quotations from China’s traditional culture well summarize his topics and
thoroughly expound his propositions. His speeches express wisdom in simple
language that packs a powerful, penetrating punch.

Readers will welcome imagery that sparks the imagination, such as “hunt
tigers and swat flies” or “power must be caged by the system.” Other selections,
such as “to forge iron, one must be strong,” and “place what you want to say
on the table,” drive home their points with vivid precision. Chinese classics
have also been quoted by Xi Jinping to explain his philosophy on governance,
for example, “governing a great country is as delicate as frying a small fish”
and “exaltation of the virtuous is fundamental to governance.” “Boundless
is the ocean where we sail with the wind” was used to describe the common
development of the Asia-Pacific region, and “neglecting duty for empty talk”
was cited to criticize a work style that separated theory from practice ...

The book is composed of four sections: Overview, Imagery and Metaphors,
Everyday Sayings, and Quotations from the Classics. We arranged the content
of each section based on the order of the 12 major themes presented in Key
Speeches by Xi [inping, compiled by the Publicity Department of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of China.

We would like to thank the authors, Chen Xixi, Ding Xiaoping, Wang



Yushen, and Huang Qinggiao, for their dedication and hard work on
the manuscript. It was not an easy task! We would also like to express
our heartfelt gratitude for the strong support we have received from
the Publicity Department of the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of China; the Ministry of Education; the State Administration of
Press, Publication, Radio, Film and Television; the Publicity Department
of the Shanghai Committee of the Communist Party of China; and the
Shanghai Press and Publication Administration; among other entities.
We are grateful to leaders and experts who provided guidance, including
Feng Gang, Wang Ran, Xu Yanguo, Zhu Jian, Ji Bo, Tan Yi, Liu Huajie,
and Zhao Zhengyan. We are especially grateful to Zhang Xi, former
member of the standing committee and secretary-general of the Zhejiang
Provincial Committee of the Communist Party of China and former
Party secretary of Zhejiang University, for reviewing the manuscript and
offering invaluable advice.

The speeches of Xi Jinping cover a sweeping range of topics with
great depth. We regret that we were unable to include more of this
valuable material. Finally, we are grateful to all the individuals mentioned
above for their contributions. We hope that readers will excuse any
imperfections and offer their suggestions.



CONTENTS

Overview

The Chinese Dream Ry
— A common wish for rgu_quzq}ggz of the nation and prosperity for the people

Imagery and Metaphors

Daring to Chew the Tough Bones and Navigate the Rough Waters
— Reform means breaking down the barriers of old notions and the fences
of interest groups
Swift Hooves and a Steady Gait
— Dialectic thinking for comprebensively deepening reforms
Power Must Be “Caged” by the System
— Instituting a robust system of checks and supervision for restraining power
The “Root” and “Soul” of the Chinese Nation
— Preserving and fostering China’s great cultural heritage
Nailing Down the “Master Switch”
— The core issue of ideals and convictions
Core Values Are as Ubiquitous as the Air We Breathe
— Create an atmosphere that fosters core values
The Rice Bowls of the Chinese People Must Be Held by Themselves
— Ensuring food security and social stability
“Baking a Cake” and “Cutting a Cake”

— Keeping in mind both economic development and social equality

14

19

23

27

31

35

38

42



A Pool of Stagnant Water and a Surging Undercurrent

— Ensuring the energy and order necessary for social development 46
Curb Urban Development That Follows the “Roll-out-Dough™ Model
— Taking a scientific approach to urban construction 50

Blue Waters and Green Hills, Mountains of Gold and Silver

— Environmental protection and economic growth reinforce and transform each other 54
“Ballast Stones” and “Boosters”

— Working together to safeguard global peace and stability 58
Guarding Against the Spaghetti Bowl Effect

— Bolstering cooperative relations in the Asia-Pacific region 62
Calctum Deficiency and Weak Spines

— The damages caused by lack of ideals and confused faith 66
Leaving Marks When We Tread on Stones or Grasp Iron

— Be vigorous and persevering in improving work conduct 70
Hunting Tigers and Swatting Flies

— Never let up in rooting out bad conduct and corruption 74
Examine Oneself in the Mirror, Straighten Out One’s Clothes and Hat,

Take a Bath, and Treat One’s Illnesses

— The general requirements of the mass line education and practice program 78
“Remaining in Contact with the Ground” and “Recharging One’s Batteries™

— L eading officials must go all the way down to the grassroots and learn from the people 82
Heading Off to Take the Civil Service Examinations

— New trials faced by the Party and a sense of peril 86
Breaking Through the “Enclosed City,” “Glass Doors,” and “Invisible Walls™

— Improving work styles and keeping close tie with the people 90
The Live High-Voltage Line

— Truly enforce and strictly uphold organization discipline 94

Catch Them Early While They Are Small, Just as Illnesses Must Be Treated
Immediately
— Punishing corruption and promptly dealing with problens 98
Serving the People Cannot Be Like a Gust of Wind

— Real results and a long-lasting work mechanism are needed to serve the people 101



Incoming Ieaders Must Not “Dump the Bag Out”
— Maintaining overall stability and continuity of work
The “Driving in Nails” Mindset
— Do solid, thorough, detailed mass work

Everyday Sayings

Only the Wearer of the Shoes Knows If They Fit or Not

Maintaining full confidence in the path, theory, and system of Chinese socialism

No Mountain Is Too High for Man to Scale and No Road Too Long
for Man to Walk

— Staying the course in driving reform

Once the Bow Is Drawn, the Arrow Cannot Turn Back
— Pressing on toward the goal of reform
Are We Well-off? Ask the Country Folk
— Helping rural residents boost income
Keeping a Clean Palate
— Doing everything we can to ensure food safety
Without a Solid Foundation, the Earth Shakes and the Mountains Move

— Enbancing grassroots services and management capabilities

Just as Distance Tests a Horse’s Strength, Time Will Show a Person’s Sincerity
— Strengthening cooperation and mutual trust with Latin American and Caribbean

conntries
To Forge Iron, One Must Be Strong
— Continuing to improve the Party
Closed Doors, Long Faces, and Convoluted Procedures
— Do not make life hard for the public
Putting On a Show
— Never be insincere with the people
Popular Support Makes Power
— The mass line is the life of the Party

1

105

109

116

118

122

126

130

135

138

142

146

150

154



Don’t Be Too Greedy with Your Grasp; Those Who Stretch Too
Far Will Be Caught
— Keeping up high pressure on corruption
Not Being Able to Use New Methods, Clinging to Old Methods, Shying
from Hard Methods, and Wasting Time with Soft Methods
— Studying harder and overcoming the dread of incompetence
The Fire Burns Hotter When More Hands Feed It
— United as one, making great achievements together
Finding Pleasure in Exhaustion
— Whorking hard with optimism
Place What You Want to Say on the Table
— Be adept at criticism and self-criticism
Playing the Piano with All Ten Fingers
— Comprebensive planning and working to keep all parts moving in unison
The Last One Tenth of the Journey Demands Double the Effort
— Young people must work hard without slackening in the least
Creating a Country of Youth with Youthful Energy
— Making the best use of our youth
Our Lifetime of Buttoning Must Be Done Well Right from the Start

— Chultivation of values must start at a young age

Quotations form the Classics

We Must Be Neither Self-Abased nor Over-Confident
— Confidence in and commitment to China's experience
If You Can in One Day Renovate Yourself, Do So from Day to Day.
Yea, Let There Be Daily Renovation
— Description of Chinese ingenuity
Governing a Big Country Is as Delicate as Frying a Small Fish
— Understanding China's conditions and governing in a scientific manner

If Brothers Are of the Same Mind, Their Edge Can Cut Through Metal

I\

158

161

165

168

172

176

180

184

188

194

199

203



— Linking arms across the Taiwan Strait to achieve the Chinese Dream
Numerous Grains of Earth Make a Mountain, and Numerous
Drops of Water Form an Ocean
— Joining hands with Africa to fulfill our common “dream”
If Water Is Not Piled Up Deep Enough, It Won’t Have the Strength
to Bear Up a Big Boat
— Let an ocean of friendship carry the boat of Sino-Mexican cooperation
A Tree That Can Fill the Span of a Man’s Arms Grows from a Downy Tip
— Enriching the soil from which the tree of friendship between China and
ASEAN grows
The Sea Is Fed by All Rivers; It Is Vast Because of Its Capacity
— Encouraging interaction between different cultures so they may assimilate
and advance together
Boundless Is the Ocean Where We Sail with the Wind
— There is enough space for the common development of all partners in the
Asia-Pacific region
Worms Can Only Grow in Something Rotten
— Stamping out breeding grounds for corruption
Success in Government Lies in Following the Hearts of the People.
Failure Lies in Opposing Them
— The purpose of the Party is to serve the people
He Sees What Is Good and Acts as Though He Could Never Attain It,
Sees What Is not Good and Acts as Though He Had Put His Hand
in Scalding Water
— Officials should have a healthy respect for the law and Party discipline
Scrape the Poison Off the Bone and Cut Off Your Own Poisoned Hand
— Fighting against corruption to the finish
Moving the Pole to Earn the People’s Trust
— To win the peaple’s trust, work styles must truly be improved
Having Perspective on Gain and Loss and Understanding the Course of
History
— Studying history and using history as a mirror

207

210

214

218

222

226

229

233

238

242

246

250



A Blind Man on a Blind Horse Riding Toward a Deep Pool at Night
— Be more scientific, with greater foresight and initiative
Not All Scholars Must Become Officials, But All Officials Must Be Scholars
— Leading officials’ study is critical for developing the canses of the Party and country
Learning Without Thought Is Pointless. Thought Without Learning Is
Dangerous
— Study and contemplation complement each other
Those in the Dark Are in No Position to Light the Way for Others
— Improving work ability through study
Neglecting Duty for Empty Talk
— Coupling theory to practice
Learn Extensively, Inquire Earnestly, Think Profoundly, Discriminate
Clearly, and Practice Sincerely
— Valuing and being good at studying is an important part of transforming work. styles
Prime Ministers Must Have Served as Local Officials, and Great
Generals Must Have Risen from the Ranks
— Experience at the local levels is necessary for the growth of all officials
Exaltation of the Virtuous Is Fundamental to Governance
— Creating a good environment for raising the talents the country badly needs
Talents Are Needed to Govern the Nation

— Talent is an important indicator for measuring a country’s overall strength

vi

254

258

270

274

279

282

286









Everyone has pursuits and ideals; everyone has his
own dreams. We are now all talking about the Chinese
Dream. In my opinion, achieving the rejuvenation of the
Chinese nation has been the greatest dream of the Chinese
people since the advent of modern times. This dream
embodies the long-cherished hope of several generations
of the Chinese people, gives expression to the overall
interests of the Chinese nation and the Chinese people,
and represents the shared aspiration of all the sons and

daughters of the Chinese nation.

— Speech given by Xi [inping while viewing The Road to Rejuvenation
exhibit, November 29, 2012



The Chinese Dream

— A common wish for rejuvenation of the nation and prosperity for the people

In the latter half of 2012, not long after the 18th National Party
Congress drew to a close, the phrase “the Chinese Dream” gradually
started trending online. It originated in a speech given by Xi Jinping when
viewing The Road fo Rejuvenation exhibit, not long after becoming General
Secretary of the Communist Party of China (CPC) Central Committee.
Soon thereafter everyone was talking about it, from the halls of academia
to teahouses and neighborhoods, all around China, and even in other
countries. It resonated among people and aroused high expectations.

Dreams are the images, sounds, thoughts, and feelings that come
from our imaginations when we sleep. They are physiological in nature,
but also psychological, and can inspire our artistic imaginations. It is
because of this that people connect thoughts with dreams in a way that
transcends purely physiological phenomena and turns them into hopes
for the future and goals we set about to achieve.

One poet used personification to express the power of dreams:
“The dream of grass is to cover the fields and hills in green, the dream
of water is to conquer the rocks and desert, the dream of birds is to soar
over ravines and rapids, and the dream of the earth is to raise all living
things ... Life must have dreams. Without dreams, there is nothing to
fight for in life, no direction in which to travel. Likewise, it applies to a
country or a nation. The Chinese Dream put forward by Xi Jinping is
a way of expressing the rejuvenation of China that includes the “two
centenary goals” of building a moderately prosperous society in all
respects by 2021 (100 years after the founding of the CPC) and building

a prosperous, strong, democratic, culturally advanced, and harmonious
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modern socialist country by 2049 (100 years after the founding of the
People’s Republic of China in 1949).

The Chinese dream of rejuvenating China didn’t just appear when
Xi Jinping started talking about the Chinese Dream. It has been the
dream of the nation since the beginning of the modern times, and carries
with it the common ambitions of all the children of China. China has
had a brilliant civilization that has profoundly impacted civilizations of
the world. China was once one of the most economically developed
nations in the world. According to the estimates of one Western scholar,
at the height of the Qing Dynasty (1644-1911), the Chinese economy
accounted for one-third of the world’s economy. After the Opium War
of 1840, however, the country entered a century of externally imposed
humiliation and turmoil from civil wars. The Chinese people suffered
enormous disaster and hardship, and truly endured immense suffering
and misfortune. National rejuvenation thus became the objective of the
continuous struggle of the Chinese people over the years. Countless men
and women with lofty ideals answered the call and attempted to right the
tilting giant ship. Liang Qichao (1873-1929) advocated “young China,”
Sun Yat-sen (1866-1925) called for “invigorating China,” and Li Dazhao
(1889-1927) called for the struggle to “regenerate and remake the Chinese
nation.” The Chinese people never gave up and continually strove against
adversity. Under the leadership of the CPC, following the path of the
New Democratic Revolution, they finally took charge of their own fate
and began the great course of building New China. Since the launch of
reform and opening-up policy, we have continued the tough exploration
to find the correct path toward rejuvenating China, and a bright future is
gradually emerging over the horizon.

The Chinese Dream of national rejuvenation naturally encompasses
both having a strong nation and prosperous people. Xi Jinping said, “The
Chinese Dream of the rejuvenation of the Chinese nation means that we
will make China prosperous and strong, rejuvenate the nation, and bring
happiness to the Chinese people.” The Chinese Dream is a dream of
a strong, revitalized nation, but in the end it is the people’s dream for
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happiness. Since the country and nation are not abstract concepts, but
rather formed by the people, strengthening and revitalizing the country
necessarily relies on the people, and the objective of having a strong,
revitalized nation also continually brings prosperity to the people. This
is why the Chinese Dream will become the common dream of the 1.3
billion people of China, and the people of China will deep down in their
hearts decide to pursue the Chinese Dream together. Xi Jinping was
referring to the concept of both the national dream and the people’s
dream when he said to President Obama, “The Chinese Dream has many
things in common with all the beautiful dreams, including the American
Dream, of people all over the world.”

It has been said that the American Dream emphasizes the individual
dream, while the Chinese Dream emphasizes the national dream, and the
two are not related. Actually, this is a misreading of both the Chinese
Dream and the American Dream. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. had this to
say about the American Dream: “I have a dream that one day on the red
hills of Georgia, the sons of former slaves and the sons of former slave
owners will be able to sit down together at the table of brotherhood....
I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation
where they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the
content of their character.... And if America is to be a great nation, this
must become true.” This reflects the dream of all of society.

Of course, due to the differences in Chinese and American cultures,
different historical tasks in modern and contemporary times, and
different choices of ideology and paths of development, the American
Dream emphasizes more the value of individual effort, while the
Chinese Dream gives prominence to having a strong, revitalized country.
But under the backdrop of developing the socialist market economy and
democratic politics, we have to recognize that “little rivers are full when
the big river is full” and that we must have the breadth of mind to aspire
for a strong, revitalized country. When Xi Jinping first mentioned the
Chinese Dream, some people translated it as the “China Dream.” Now
people have started calling it the Chinese Dream, however, which shows
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that people have started to recognize that the Chinese Dream is the
dream of the Chinese people and that there is value in each individual’s
personal dreams. As Xi Jinping said, “The Chinese Dream is the dream
of our nation and the dream of every Chinese.”

When the 18th CPC National Congress drew to a close, Xi Jinping
solemnly promised the people on behalf of the Party that “the people’s
wish for a good life is our goal” The 18th CPC National Congress
Communiqué also stated that the primary “basic requirement” of
upholding and developing socialism with Chinese characteristics is
“upholding the people’s dominant position.”

Now most Chinese people are not as concerned as they used to be
about raising the GDP, and instead they want better education, more
stable jobs, better income, more reliable social security, more comfortable
housing conditions, more diverse cultural consumption, and a better
environment. They expect to know more, express more, participate more,
and oversee more, and they expect that the next generation will grow
better, work better, and live better than they did. These demands and
pursuits of every Chinese person can become the motivating wellspring
for achieving the Chinese Dream and the national dream. If the state
can encourage every Chinese person to fight for their own career and
life ideals while staying within the law and respecting social values, and
create a competitive society with equal rights and fair opportunities and
rules, then everyone will have an opportunity to shine and make their
dreams become reality. This will synergize the energies of labor, intellect,
technology, management, and capital, making the wellsprings of social
wealth surge and realizing the dreams of strengthening the country and
revitalizing the nation.

There is a big picture and little pictures within the Chinese Dream. To
every Chinese person, “One’s own small undertakings will only flourish if
the greater cause prospers.” Our causes will not be successful if we do
not incorporate individual life ideals into the great cause of strengthening
the country and revitalizing the nation.

Today, more than at any other time in history, we are closer to the
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goal of rejuvenating China. Since the launch of the reform and opening-
up policy, China has undergone earthshaking changes. Annual per capita
GDP has leapt from USD200 before reform and opening up to nearly
USD7,000 in 2013, and China has become the second largest economy
in the world. The meaning and form of the people being masters of
the country has continually been enriched, and there have been major
advancements in education, science, culture, and health. Society has been
stable and harmonious on the whole, and the Party’s governing ability
has improved. All of this has laid a solid foundation for the appearance
and realization of the Chinese Dream.

China is still the largest developing country in the world, however,
and enriching the lives of 1.3 billion people is no small feat. China
still faces a plethora of difficulties and challenges along its path of
development, and every Chinese person must make a protracted, arduous
effort to realize the Chinese Dream of rejuvenating the nation.

China must take its own path, the path of socialism with Chinese
characteristics, to realize the Chinese Dream. This is a hard-won path.
It has been stamped out in the expetiences of more than three decades
of reform and opening up and in the exploration of more than six
decades since the founding of the People’s Republic in 1949. It has been
synthesized from the more than 170 years of development of modern
China and pioneered over the 5,000 year-long course of the Chinese
civilization. The path has been chosen by history.

In philosophy, fundamental proposition concerns the most original,
most basic problem. Each era has its own fundamental proposition, and
exploration of the path to take is each era’s answer to its basic problem. In
1840, the powerful gunboats of the Western powers forced open the gates
of our country, and “freeing ourselves from humiliation and suffering”
became the fundamental proposition of that era. This gave rise to the
Self-Strengthening Movement, which sought to learn from the strengths
of foreigners; the Hundred Days’ Reform, which sought to strengthen the
country; the Revolution of 1911, which established the Republic; and the
May Fourth Movement, which advocated science and democracy. Each
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movement coming on the heels of the other, wave after wave of men
with lofty ideals explored the path to rescuing the country and the people,
but none of them was able to lead the Chinese nation out from the
burden of great disaster. It was the CPC that led the endless succession
of Chinese people through bloody battles created a new government,
and realized independence for the nation and liberation for the people,
successfully answering the call of the era. After the establishment of New
China in 1949, exploring socialism became the fundamental proposition
of the time. In “On the Ten Major Relationships” and “On the Correct
Handling of Contradictions among the People,” Mao Zedong proposed
“learning from the Soviet Union” and taking our own path more suited
to China. This was the path of Chinese industrialization, which began to
answer this problem. But due to interruptions by erroneous leftist thought,
such as the Great Leap Forward Movement and the Cultural Revolution,
these deviations from the path caused theory to become divorced from
practice, and the exploration of socialism suffered a great setback. The
Third Plenary Session of the 11th CPC Central Committee broke through
the ideological barriers of the “two whatevers,” restored order among
the chaos, and established the correct path centered around the economy.
“What is socialism? How do we realize socialism?” became the original
problem of the reform era. On his tour of southern China in early 1992,
Deng Xiaoping said: The question of whether to have more planning
or more market is not a fundamental difference between socialism and
capitalism. From then on the train of Chinese socialist modernization has
been in the high-speed era, and reform and opening up has entered a new
historical stage. History has chosen this path, and history will prove that
this is the correct path that fits China’s situation and will make the people
prosperous and nation strong;

In realizing the Chinese Dream, the Chinese spirit must be upheld —
this is the spirit of the nation that runs on patriotism and the spirit of the

era that is driven by reform and innovation. Patriotism is the call to fight

* Whatever Mao Zedong said is right, and whatever Mao stipulated must not be changed. — Tr.
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for the great rejuvenation of China, the spiritual bond that ties together
the children of China, and the spiritual force behind jointly building
a beautiful home. Reform and innovation means breaking through
outmoded ways of thinking and boldly exploring new concepts. It is the
mission of not willing to fall behind and striving to get ahead, and the
spirit of steadfastly working to strengthen ourselves. The Chinese spirit
is the spirit of rejuvenating and strengthening the country that combines
the hearts and efforts of the multitudes, “the vigor and wvitality” of the
nation.

To realize the Chinese Dream, the forces of China must be combined
— that is, the force of great unity of all ethnic groups of China. The
Chinese Dream encompasses the overall interests of the Chinese people
and is the joint wish of all of the children of China. History and reality tell
us that the future and fate of every person is intimately tied to the future
and fate of his country and nation. Just as little rivers combine to form
the vast sea and tiny grains of sand can build a majestic castle, real deeds
rather than empty talk are what will shore up the nation, and the wisdom
and hard work of 1.3 billion people will join to form an indomitable force.

We must persist in peaceful development to realize the Chinese
Dream. The dream of rejuvenating China is the dream of washing away
170 years of humiliation and rising tall amidst the great nations of the
wotld. It is not the dream of hegemony held by rising foreign powers over
a century ago. Just as Xi Jinping said on a visit to France, “Napoleon once
said that China is a sleeping lion, and when this lion wakes, the world will
tremble. The Chinese lion has already awoken, but it is a gentle, agreeable,
sociable lion.” The Chinese Dream is a dream of peace, development,
cooperation, and win-win. We will not only strive to develop ourselves, but
also stress our responsibility and contributions to the world. We will not
only enrich the Chinese people, but also the people of the world. A strong
China brings more opportunities for the world, not threats. In the end,
realizing the Chinese Dream will greatly promote world peace, stability, and
development. It will also provide lessons to draw on for other developing
nations of the world on their own paths to modernization.









We will continue in the right direction and press ahead
with reform and opening up. We dare to chew the tough
bones and navigate the rough waters. We must have the
courage to break down the barriers of old notions and the

fences of interest groups.

— Speech given by Xi Jinping during bis inspection visit to Guangdong
Province, December 7-11, 2012



Daring to Chew the Tough Bones and
Navigate the Rough Waters

— Reform means breaking down the barriers of
old notions and the fences of interest groups

The Chinese equivalent of “tough bone” is frequently used to
symbolize a formidable task. Mao Zedong used the expression in his
work “On Protracted War”: “In attacking an enemy force on the move,
if we strike too early, we expose ourselves and give the enemy a chance
to prepare, and if we strike too late, the enemy may have encamped and
concentrated its forces, presenting us with a hard nut to crack’.” The
Chinese equivalent of “rough waters” is a general reference to rocky
areas in rivers where the water is shallow and the current swift, and
thus dangerous for ships to navigate. The term is currently used as a
metonymy for challenging perilous situations.

After the 18th CPC National Congress, Xi Jinping conducted his
first field inspection in Guangdong Province, the bellwether of China’s
reform and opening-up policy. He used the familiar images of “tough

(19

bones” and “rough waters” to remind everybody that many new
challenges await the cause of socialism with Chinese characteristics
during the rejuvenation of the Chinese nation, especially in terms of
driving reform to a deeper level.

When China first launched its reform and opening-up policy, the
roadblocks of reform were primarily ideological in nature. Some people
pointed to Stalin as the touchstone of true socialism, and relegated the
household responsibility system with remuneration linked to output,

special economic zones, commodity economy, and so forth to the

* Literally “a tough bone to chew.” — Tr.
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preserve of capitalism. But such measures stimulated rapid economic
growth and benefited all strata of society. As such, once the ideological
shackles of the “socialism vs. capitalism” debate were removed, reform
proved to be an inexorable force.

China has wrought remarkable achievements over more than three
decades of reform and opening up. A sound trajectory has been charted,
and a viable blueprint is complete. This blueprint involves tackling the
easy issues before the difficult ones, pursuing progressive reform by
“wading across the river by feeling for the stones,” and seeking progress
while holding on to China’s heritage. China has not followed in the
footsteps of certain Eastern European nations and the former Soviet
Union by attempting to reform the economy by means of so-called
“shock therapy.”” No — in the course of carrying out reform, China has
sought to preserve social stability while promoting economic prosperity
and social progress.

As the reforms deepen, however, there will doubtless be difficulty.
“The easy part of the job has been done to the satisfaction of all. What 1s
left are tough bones that are hard to chew.” Virtually all of the rocks that
might be felt in the knee-deep water have already been discovered. The
rocks that remain are the long-abiding struggles that have accumulated in
areas that are hard to reach. In other words, China has entered the deep,
perilous waters of reform. In addition, China’s accelerated development
has ushered in greater achievements, and this has only raised the people’s
expectations. All of this is putting our courage and vision to the test as
we seek to further reform. Given the urgency of the situation, we must
heed the call of the hour and the voice of the people by “daring to chew
the tough bones and navigate the rough waters.”

The call to reform is a summons to profound revolution. Reform
brings with it an intense clash of ideas and demands a reorientation of
people’s interests. This is why courage and resolve are indispensable.
There have been signs of ossification in the interest relationships that
have formed throughout the last thirty years of reform. In particular,
certain groups have sought to capitalize on loopholes in the market
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economy and legal system for their own private gain. Their aversion to
having their interests shifted has created a barrier for reform. Today, at a
new starting point in history, we must set sail once again. We must face
the difficulties head-on and courageously rise to the challenges set before
us. We must break through the barriers and perils of intractable interests
to ensure that more fruits of reform and development might be shared
by the people in a fairer way. That way, the glorious light of equity and
justice might shine upon the great nation of China.

It will no longer do to settle for merely localized, stopgap, or
piecemeal reforms, as such reforms are suited neither to the needs of
today nor the expectations of the people. We are beleaguered today
with issues that our predecessors never faced — issues that cannot
be bypassed or avoided. Comprehensive and deep reform is now a
non-negotiable. The Third Plenary Session of the 18th CPC Central
Committee sounded forth the rallying call for comprehensively deepening
reform. The key now lies in implementation. “When there are many to
gather firewood, the fire burns high.” Driving deeper, all-around reform
calls for maintaining the iron determination and faith of the CPC as well
as marshaling the efforts of the whole society, especially when it comes
to fostering the pioneering spirit at the grassroots level. The history of
China’s policy of reform and opening up offers telling evidence that
the effective tools of revolutionary reform are to be found among the
masses.

“Tough bones” are hard on the teeth and “rough waters” are
difficult to navigate. When faced with hardship, danger, and challenge,
we must not only “have the nerve” to face them but also “have the
mind” to solve them; we need both courage and wisdom. This is, to put
it in concrete terms, the road to comprehensive and deeper reform: “To
progress steadily means to stay on course and proceed in safety, and,
more importantly, make no fatal mistakes.”

The success of China’s policy of reform and opening up has proven
that the kind of reform that China needs today is continuous and
progressive, moving from the shallow to the deep and from the simple
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to the demanding. The political upheaval of Eastern Europe is heuristic
insofar as it shows that extreme forms of “shock therapy” introduced in
the name of “reform™ are altogether ill-suited to advancement in China.
China, as a large country, must continue “chewing tough bones” and
“navigating rough waters” by leading example, encouraging innovation
at the grassroots level, and strategically “moving from individual points
to surface application.” We cannot afford to take the old path of a rigid

closed-door policy, nor an erroneous path by abandoning socialism.



With respect to actual and potential issues that loom
along the road to reform, we must overcome every obstacle
one by one and solve every issue one by one. We must have
the courage to act and the wisdom to respond in order to
ensure that we advance with “swift hooves and a steady
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gait.

— Speech given by Xi Jinping at the first meeting of the Central 1 eading
Group for Deepening Overall Reform, January 22, 2014



Swift Hooves and a Steady Gait

— Dialectic thinking for comprebensively deepening reforms

The Chinese phrase meaning “swift hooves and a steady gait” literally
denotes the quick, steady gallop of a horse. It is now used as a metaphor
for development that is swift and steady. One of the main reasons that
Deng Xiaoping was able to achieve remarkable results in leading China’s
policy of reform and opening up is that he clung to the idea that one
must “be bold, take a confident step.” In a similar vein, Xi Jinping has
spoken of the need to move with “swift hooves and a steady gait” when
it comes to furthering all-around reforms. He was getting at the idea that
comprehensive and deep reform requires a sense of urgency; we must
take the bull by the horns and focus on depth as opposed to breadth. In
addition, there should be only “one footprint for every step.” In other
words, the policy of reform must remain stable and sustainable in order
to avoid losing control of the reins.

A strategic roadmap and timetable for the comprehensive deepening
of reform were adumbrated at the Third Plenary Session of the 18th CPC
Central Committee. The plan includes building a moderately prosperous
society in all respects by 2021 — the centenary of the founding of the
CPC — and establishing 2 modern socialist country that is prosperous,
strong, democratic, culturally advanced, and harmonious by 2049 — the
centenary of the People’s Republic of China. This demands that we
must muster all our strength and ramp up the pace of reform in terms
of both ideology and application.

Judging from the global landscape today, China is poised before a
very unique opportunity for development. Meanwhile, China is facing
massive external pressure as the global economy loses steam, while
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dealing with increasingly pointed structural conflicts with developed
nations and a number of neighboring countries. We urgently need to
pick up the pace of reform to keep up with global development. Here
at home, China has waded into the deep waters of reform. The pressing
issues of the hour are the “tough bones” that are hard on the teeth as
well as the new issues and conflicts that have cropped up in the course
of China’s reform and development. Reform has now reached the point
of no return: We have no choice but to forge ahead. In the words of
the Chinese adage, “one knows that tigers lurk in the mountains, yet
he goes there undeterred.” Even when the year 2021 rolls around and
we have realized our preliminary objective of establishing a moderately
prosperous society, it shall not be time to let up. We must ride onward
with all our might.

Once the bow is drawn, the arrow cannot turn back; the hooves
of reform must move with all dispatch. But there will be resistance.
It is inevitable that reforms will chafe against the interests of certain
individuals or departments. If reforms are slackened or falter as a result
of the pushback of those with vested interests, then the reforms run
the risk of being truncated and all may come to naught. For instance,
when the CPC initially put forward its objectives and stipulations for the
current administrative reforms, 2 number of authorities did not want to
hand over their respective powers. In response, the CPC refused to relax
its commitment to “streamline administration and delegate more power
to lower-level governments or social organizations” and continued to
drive its “self-revolutionary” reforms at full speed ahead. On top of
the administrative approval system reforms in 2013, the following year
another 200-plus items requiring administrative approval were removed
or transferred to lower-level governments or social organizations. The
masses applauded the unabated forward push of administrative reform.

The current reforms are by no means a reenactment of the Great
Leap Forward, as they are being carried out steadily with only “one
footprint for each step.” The Great Leap Forward we experienced in the
late 1950s set the national economy on the btrink of total collapse. This
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is an error we cannot afford to repeat. The furtherance of all-around
reform is an uphill battle. The waters are perilous, and storms must be
weathered. We must remain on an even keel. We cannot recklessly barrel
ahead or take another “great leap forward.” We must “overcome every
obstacle one by one and solve every issue one by one.” We must regroup
at every step and seek overall victory in the miniature victories that
happen along the way. We must not buy into the delusion that one will
beef up after eating a single meal. We must keep a steady pace as many
of us ride on at full tilt.

There is another reason why we need to maintain a “steady gait”
in furthering comprehensive reform: China is at a very unusual stage
of development. Experience shows us that the road of development
is littered with traps along the stretch wherein per capita GDP falls
between US$ 3,000 and 10,000. This period is a sensitive one in which
social tensions abound and rough terrain is a given. If social problems
and tensions are not dealt with in the right manner, then a single misstep
can end up costing the entire game and the mission will fail on the eve
of success. This is where China now finds itself. China is inundated with
a whole host of social issues and tensions, society is undergoing deep-
seated structural change, and new interest claims are cropping up by the
day. Thus, it is necessary that we set out to be “swift” and seek to hold
the line “steady.”” We must learn to breathe as we ride on at such a high
speed, in order that the forward movement of our economy and society
might be both sound and swift.

Riding atop swiftly moving hooves is exciting, which is all the more
reason why the gait needs to be steady. “Swift hooves” with an “unsteady
gait” will result in tumbling riders and toppled horses. Conversely, a
“steady gait” with “sluggish hooves” will result in lost opportunities or
an incomplete mission. “Swift hooves and a steady gait” represents the
correct methodology and pacing for carrying out comprehensive and
deep reform in accordance with the principles of dialectical materialism.



We must enhance checks and supervision over the
exercise of power, make sure that power is “caged” by
the system, and form a punishment mechanism to deter
corruption, a warning mechanism to prevent corruption
and a guarantee mechanism to curb corruption.

— Speech given by Xi [inping at the Second Plenary Session of the 181th
CPC Central Commission for Discipline Inspection, January 22,
2013



Power Must Be “Caged” by the System

— Instituting a robust system of checks and supervision for restraining power

A cage is a practical implement that is used to hold objects or confine
animals. The term is used in Chinese to connote restraints, strictures,
limitations and the like. A “prisoner’s cage,” for instance, is another way to
refer to a jail cell in Chinese. Xi Jinping describes a system in terms of a
“caggq” in order to dtive home the idea that the system places power under
checks and supervision — particularly when such power is abused.

Individuals throughout history have had a profound understanding
of “power.” For instance, the modern British thinker Lord Acton
famously said, “Power tends to corrupt and absolute power corrupts
absolutely.” Likewise, the French sociologist Montesquieu made the
remark that all power, if left unchecked, will result in corruption.

China as a nation has historically placed a high premium on official
rank and the rule of man as opposed to the rule of law. As a rule of
thumb, Chinese are quite at home with categories such as “face” and
“guanxi” (lit,, “relationships™), and are comfortable when business is
handled according to unspoken rules. The notion that power trumps the
law is deeply embedded in the Chinese psyche, as is the idea that officials
are to be heeded instead of the law. Despite its more than thirty years of
reform and opening up, China has had a difficult time ridding itself of
these traditional modes of thinking. This, on top of an inchoate system
of checks and supervision for restraining power, is the reason why
power continues to be abused even today. Furthermore, a society that
undermines the authority of law-based governance inevitably becomes a
hotbed of corruption. In many places and domains, shady practices and

corruption remain intractable even after repeated crackdowns; new cases
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of corruption pop up constantly.

Thus, it is imperative that we deal with corruption in the abuse of
power by undergirding these institutional “cages.” As Deng Xiaoping
astutely remarked: “If these systems are sound, they can place restraints
on the actions of bad people; if they are unsound, they may hamper the
efforts of good people or indeed, in certain cases, may push them in the
wrong direction.” Since it adopted the policy of reform and opening up,
the CPC has remained committed to exploring how it might enhance
the system as well as education and prevention programs. The Party has
sought to institute a system of checks and balances for restraining power
as well as eliminating or curbing slipups on the part of Party officials.
Still, many blind spots remain in institution-building — a clear reminder
that the practical efforts to “‘cage’ power with the system” need to be
ramped up.

Deng Xiaoping’s remarks also indicate that a system cannot give full
play to its role as enclosure unless it is sound — that is, a scientifically
formulated system that is oriented around necessity, relevance, and
feasibility. The establishment must focus on the key issues, key points,
and key links. In terms of institution-building at present, the key is
to “enhance checks and supervision over the exercise of power,” and
setting in place “a punishment mechanism to deter corruption, a warning
mechanism to prevent corruption and a guarantee mechanism to curb
corruption” for all Party officials.

The institution of a robust system for the supervision of power must
be fitted to the prevailing conditions in China. We must not mechanically
copy Western paradigms and enact a “separation of powers” among the
legislative, executive, and judicial organs. To the contrary, we must ensure
that there is mutual collaboration as well as checks and balances among
the policy-making, executive, and supervising powers, that is, one power
is used to hold another power in check. The first fundamental principle is
to uphold the Party leadership; the second is to uphold the authority of
the Constitution; and the third is to let the people be the master of their
country. The people are entitled to have the right to know, to express, to
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take part in and to supervise state affairs.

But setting up a sound institution per se 1s not going to cut it. The
institution must be implemented in a sound manner. In reality, it is often
not that we lack a sound institution, but rather that we pay it short shrift
by failing to implement it well. Therefore, when it comes to enhancing
institution-building, it is necessary that we give attention to both the
system as well as its implementation. The two must be addressed in
tandem, and the solutions offered must target specific problems.

Implementing the system in a satisfactory manner requires raising
awareness concerning laws and regulations among the general public.
Indeed, raising awareness concerning law and regulations among the
general public is what makes it possible to implement the system adeptly
and yield satisfactory results. Party officials and government agencies
ought to set an example in this respect and take the lead in complying
with laws, rules, and regulatory requirements. They should continuously
endeavor to make improvements to the institutional mechanisms and
free the system from power interference.

““Caging’ power by the system” is an effective prescription that
combats the symptoms and causes of corruption with disciplinary and
preventative means. It is a difficult and protracted campaign requiring
considerable mental preparation. That being said, the Party must be clear-
headed and see the task through to its completion with the determination
to “leave marks on stone and iron,” so that the people might behold its
fruit.



We must never do away with China’s great cultural
legacy. On the contrary, we must carry on and foster our
heritage, as it represents the “root” and “soul” of Chinese
nation. If the “root” and “soul” are lost, then we are left

without a foundation on which to stand.

— Speech given by Xi [inping during bis inspection visit to Guangdong
Province, December 7-11, 2012



The “Root” and “Soul” of the Chinese Nation

— Preserving and fostering China’s great cultural heritage

The words “root” and “soul” occur frequently in the Chinese
language. The former is another way of describing an object’s origin, and
the latter refers to the spirit or essence of an entity, whether it be an
individual person or entire state or nation. Xi Jinping has used the words
“root” and “soul” to drive home the vital importance of preserving and
fostering China’s great cultural legacy in relation to national development
and rejuvenation.

The Chinese people have created a rich and expansive culture
over more than five thousand years of history. Chinese culture serves
as a repository of the people’s deepest spiritual pursuits. It codifies the
spiritual genotype of the Chinese people, and it is the most distinctive
emblem of the Chinese spirit. China’s traditional culture has provided
the vital nourishment for its people to live and thrive. The culture has
survived generation upon generation of dynastic change and foreign
invasion, and stands today as the only unbroken civilization in the history
of mankind.

Chinese culture is the very lifeblood of its people. For instance,
in terms of family relations, “filial piety is the first of all virtues” and
“a harmonious family shall prosper in all things.” In terms of society,
honesty, trustworthiness, and benevolence toward one’s fellow man are
highly desired traits. In terms of the state, patriotism and a focus on the
public interest are noble pursuits. In terms of nature, emphasis is put
on maintaining reverence and harmony. In terms of personal character,
stress 1s given to integrity and fraternal love. Chinese culture has begotten

many generations of Chinese offspring, and its impact has been felt
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across all of East Asia and the rest of the world.

The great cultural legacy of the Chinese people is more than just our
“root” and “soul.” It is a source of strength that has proven indispensable
in the development of wortld civilization. That is the confidence that we
ought to bring to the table as we further China’s cultural legacy. That said,
however, Chinese culture has obviously fallen on hard times. During the
modern era, Western invasion shattered China’s sense of national pride.
Men of vision in China began to take notice of China’s shortcomings,
which set the stage for a new trend of learning from the West. Before
long, full-fledged Western studies became the order of the day.

In the midst of such change, some Chinese began to eye their own
culture with skepticism, and for a time Chinese studies were replaced
by all things Western. With the founding of the People’s Republic of
China, China once again regained faith in itself and came to appreciate
the value of its traditional culture. During the Cultural Revolution,
however, the campaign to “destroy the Four Olds” (i.e., old ideas, old
culture, old customs, and old habits) cast a dark shadow over the fate
of Chinese culture. Later, order was re-established and Chinese culture
emerged intact when China adopted its policy of reform and opening
up. Nevertheless, the ideological winds of Western culture along with
a massive influx of foreign commerce caused some to succumb again
to a disoriented state. A wave of blind xenophilia swept through the
land. Even today, there are people who continue to be fixated on and
ideologically tethered to things Western.

If we look down upon our culture and fail to embrace and develop it,
we will fall into peril. This will strip us of our spiritual bearings and may
even pose a threat to national security. In the modern world, “cultural
soft power” and “cultural smart power” have become important staples
in a nation’s political resources and are playing an increasingly important
role in foreign relations. Currently, international competition is present
not only in terms of the economy and military but also in terms of
culture. The world as we know it is characterized by an intense ongoing
bout of cultural tug-of-war. The Western world, with the U.S. at its helm,



The “Root” and “Soul” of the Chinese Nation 29

is seeping into Chinese culture in all kinds of ways. If we do not carefully
preserve and foster China’s cultural legacy, it will be difficult to maintain
resilience in the current zeitgeist, and the great rejuvenation of China will
be deprived of its “root” and “soul.” Thus, the preservation of China’s
cultural legacy is of urgent necessity for the sake of the development
and rejuvenation of China.

Preserving and fostering China’s cultural heritage is a systematic
endeavor. It requires the joint efforts of all Chinese offspring, including
those overseas. We must believe in our culture, for without such
confidence we will have neither the presence of mind nor the motivation
to carry it forward. Indeed, it is only with an ample measure of
confidence in our national culture that we can remain conscientious in
thought and action and effectively carry on China’s great cultural legacy.

Preserving and fostering China’s cultural heritage also demands a
certain degree of cultural introspection. Chinese culture is not perfect. It
is admittedly a work in progress. It must remain in step with the times. It
needs to be critically engaged. It needs to be more open with respect to
assimilating the positive elements of other cultures. In a word, it needs
to be confident but not conceited; unassuming but not self-degrading.
The Chinese people have furnished a culture with a remarkably long
history. There is no question, then, that amid all of the cultural exchange,
amalgamation, and even confrontation, China can usher in a new
era of cultural virtue as we follow the path of socialism with Chinese
characteristics.



By nailing down our ideals and convictions, we can
effectively address the “master switch” issues involving
one’s worldview, life outlook and value system. But if the
“master switch” issues remain unresolved, then we are

bound to go off the rails.

— Speech given by Xi Jinping while providing guidance to a Conduct
Review Meeting for the Hebei Provincial Party Standing Compmittee,
September 23-25, 2013



Nailing Down the “Master Switch”

— The core issue of ideals and convictions

The term “master switch” is technological in nature. It refers to the
switch that controls the main power source or supply line. When the master
switch is on, the entire system runs as it should. But if the master switch
is not set up propetrly, then the entire operating system will be impaired. In
Chinese, the phrase “master switch” is often used metaphorically to refer
to one’s guiding ideology.

On a number of occasions, Xi Jinping has spoken of “master
switch” issues in terms of establishing political ideologies, work styles,
anti-corruption agendas, and the like. His purpose is to drive home the
importance of calibrating a proper view with respect to the world, life,
and values. So long as a Party-member-official’s take on the world, life,
and values is sound, then his or her ideology, work style, and conduct
will be sound; this is especially true when the individual is in a position
of leadership. But when such an official’s take on the world, life, and
values goes awry, then his or her ideology, work style, and conduct will
inevitably follow suit — causing great detriment to the Party and state.

So why refer to one’s worldview, life outlook and value system as the
“master switch”? A worldview is about how one fundamentally perceives
the world, and that finds expression in how one views life and values.
The way in which a person views life and values is actually determined by
what kind of worldview he or she posits. The CPC, which has embraced
historical materialism of Marxism as its wotldview, is clear in its
conviction that a society’s existence determines its consciousness and that
the people are the creators of history. This belief has played itself out in
a full panoply of ideals, convictions, and spiritual tenets that constitute
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the Party’s basic outlook on life and values, expressed in catchphrases
such as “the Party functions for the common good, rule is administered
for the people”; “serve the people wholeheartedly”; “be the first to bear
hardship and the last to enjoy comfort”; and “self-reliance and persistent
work.” When taken as a whole, one’s wotrldview, life outlook, and values
form a single unit, a system — the “master switch,” as it were — that
governs how one thinks and acts.

It is by setting up and nailing down these basic “master switch”
convictions that generations of Party members continue to man the
frontlines with such steely resolve. These convictions have enabled
the Chinese people to work with one accord during the revolutionary
period and the construction period alike, which is why China is moving
forward with its present momentum. Indeed, the spirit, energy, and drive
of China’s development today have grown out of the right ideals and
convictions.

For the most part, Party members and officials today have a fine
grasp of “master switch” issues, but some continue to exhibit a shaky
foundation, weak comprehension, low standards, and poor application
of “master switch” issues. In particular, the long period of a peaceful
environment under the rule of the Party and the growing tide of social
pluralism have led a number of leading officials to “hang on the words
of soothsayers and snub the common folk™ against a backdrop of the
deepening reform. They are spiritually bankrupt, given over to fortune-
telling, the beseeching of deities, and a superstitious fascination with
“Qigong gurus.” Some believe that communism is merely an illusive
fantasy. They are feeble in their convictions. They send their spouses,
children, and money over to foreign nations, in order to “leave themselves
a way out,” and prepare to “jump ship.” There are others whose hearts
are enslaved to material things, worshipping at the altar of wealth, fame,
and pleasure; they have -no category for reverence, and they have no
moral baseline. The list could go on. In all such instances, the heart of
the problem lies in the “master switch.”

When something goes wrong with the “master switch,” then we
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are bound to go off the rails: The self is given priority over the group,
profit is valued over commitment, and pleasure precedes hard work. In
moderate cases, one might pursue private gain at the expense of the
public; in serious cases, one might pervert the law and end up bringing
calamity upon the nation. For instance, consider media coverage of
corruption scandals at the central and local levels. The moral slippage
of these individuals followed from their failure to get a handle on the
“master switch.” They lost faith and became detached from the people.
They threw caution to the wind and turned a blind eye to Party discipline
and state law. In the end, they fell under the contempt of the Party and
people.

In order to effectively resolve “master switch” issues, it is first of
all imperative to resolve issues with a person’s ideals and convictions.
We must not lay aside our political faith. Party members and officials
should read up in order to become well-versed in Marxist theory as well
as the Party’s nature, mission, and political philosophy. They should
seek to lay a solid foundation by cultivating their sense of Party spirit
as well as their awareness of the mission. Second, they should maintain
a reverential disposition. As the ancients put it, “I reflect on myself
thrice a day.” One must continue to undergird the “master switch” by
evaluating his own thoughts and deeds and redressing his errors at the
outset. Third, efforts must be ramped up in cracking down on unhealthy
practices and corruption, and the authority of Party discipline and state
law must be upheld. Lastly, Party members and officials must put their
own hands to the plow and seek to engage with the people. As they
serve the people, they should continue to calibrate their worldview, life
outlook, and values — that is, the “master switch.”



Seize every opportunity and occasion to help create
an atmosphere in life and society that fosters socialist core
values. Allow them to become as ubiquitous and timeless

as the air we breathe.

— Speech given by Xi [inping at the 13th collective study session of the
Political Burean of the 18th CPC Central Committee on February
24, 2014



Core Values Are as Ubiquitous as the Air We Breathe

— Create an atmosphere that fosters core values

Air — what could be more familiar? Our very existence depends upon
it. X1 Jinping compared our dependence on the air to the importance of
socialist core values. These values should permeate place and time. They
should be incorporated into our daily lives and welcomed into our heatts.

Socialist core values can be summarized as 12 phrases: prosperity,
democracy, civility, harmony; freedom, equality, justice, the rule of law;
patriotism, professionalism, integrity, and friendliness. They fit into three
dimensions. Prosperity, democracy, civility, and harmony are goals that
we need to work toward at the national level. Freedom, equality, justice,
and the rule of law are values that serve to guide society. Patriotism,
professionalism, integrity, and friendliness are values that set the standard
for individual citizens. These values reflect socialist ideals and convic-
tions; they carry on the essence of traditional Chinese culture. These
values transcend time and embody the most common aspirations of the
Chinese people.

Economic growth and material wealth are not the only indicators by
which to judge the development and culture of a society. Perhaps even
more telling are the ideological convictions and the moral consciousness
of the people. China, in particular, wants to build socialism with Chinese
characteristics, which entails a comprehensive “five-in-one” approach
that focuses on economic, political, cultural, social, and ecological
progress. Socialist core values are at the heart of this process. Without
them, the building of socialism would run off course.

As transformation fully permeates society, balancing social interests
has become more complicated, and people’s thinking has become mote
fluid. In this process, we have witnessed frequent incidents that wring
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the heart. Some, pushed by greed, adulterate food or even add poisonous
ingredients. Others, driven by fear of false accusations, refuse to help
a stranger who has fallen down. People are less inclined to greet one
another and more apt to keep their guard up. Each deviation from our
social ethics is another strike against our moral bottom line. The chaos
created by anomie and moral decline leaves us to wonder: What is really
going on? While there is no dearth of explanations, the fundamental
problem lies within our values. We need to recommit to our values and
re-examine what they really are. In the words of Xi Jinping, we need to
set the “master switch” for our worldview, life outlook, and value system.
Socialist core values are the guiding ideology to set this “master switch.”

Socialist core values compose an ideological and theoretical system
that is also a practical code of conduct. We need to use our senses to
cultivate these values and apply our intelligence to put these values into
action. Imbuing socialist core values with the timeless and ubiquitous
qualities of air is no easy task. It requires that society work together as a
whole. Most important, however, is that, one, government officials set a
good example and, two, educate the public with subtle yet detailed efforts.

As a popular saying goes, people emulate their leaders. To implement
socialist core values through leadership, talking loudly about values is not
the answer. Rather, the better way is for those in leading positions to
embody these values in their own lives, boldly take the lead, and work
selflessly and diligently for the public interest, inspiring the people to
emulate their work ethic. When government officials embody these
values, society as a whole will become more harmonious.

Promoting socialist core values also requires subtle and detailed
efforts. We must engage with the community by building connections
between these values and the daily lives of the people, with the
understanding that no detail is too petty to be overlooked. We need
to highlight the simple acts of kindness that occur between ordinary
people — their stories are the most persuasive. When socialist core
values take root among the people, their impact becomes as ubiquitous
and timeless as the air we breathe.



The rice bowls of the Chinese people must be firmly
in our own hands. Our rice bowls should be filled mainly
by Chinese crops.

— Speech given by Xi [inping at the Central Rural Work Conference,
December 23-24, 2013



The Rice Bowls of the Chinese People
Must Be Held by Themselves

— Ensuring food security and social stability

The rice bowl is indispensable in our daily lives, as we all have to eat.
Xi Jinping used the humble rice bowl to illustrate just how important food
security is to a large, developing country such as China. Food production
has remained high for many years, yet that is all the more reason for us to
remain vigilant about food security.

Chinese people often say, “Grain in the larder sets minds at rest,” and
“A bumper crop bestows happiness on the land.” Food is a top priority
in China, a country with a population of more than 1.3 billion people.
Without a secure food supply, social stability and national development
would not even be part of the conversation. In China, food security
may be called the ballast stone that keeps social stability and national
development on an even keel.

China cannot allow the recent, steady gains we have achieved in
grain production to lull us into a false sense of security. We should not
forget about the suffering caused by previous famines just because we
have managed to recover. Rather, we should recognize that the issue of
food security is a red line that would trigger terrible consequences were
it ever to be compromised. The famine years of the early 1960s were not
so long ago, and little more than twenty years have passed since the last
of the food ration coupons were issued. Memories of those days have
been etched into the hearts of many and should serve as a reminder
to us all. That is the reason the CPC Central Committee has made the
“three rural issues” and food production top priorities to ensute China’s
food security.
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There have been suggestions that food security is simply an
economic issue: Food shortages can be addressed through trade on the
international market in today’s globalized world. Yet, this is a dangerous
view. A quick look around the globe reveals that countries with stable
societies are invariably those that maintain self-sufficiency in food.
Those that are unable to produce enough to feed their own people
suffer from domestic unrest and foreign pressure. The market economy
enables us to increase food imports in order to adjust — to a certain
degree — the agricultural structure and accelerate the modernization
of our agricultural industry. We should never ease up on domestic food
production. Depending on other nations to ensure our food security is
not a viable option.

In the mid-1990s, the American scholar Lester Brown stirred up
international controversy when he asked, “Who will feed China?” The
core of his argument maintained that continued rapid industrialization
would force China to rely heavily on food imports. He argued that
China’s inability to produce enough food to satisfy domestic demand
would trigger a global food ctisis.

Twenty years later, the government and people of China have
proven Mr. Brown wrong. Not only have we achieved rapid economic
development, we have become almost entirely self-sufficient in food
production. This remarkable feat has greatly contributed to wotld peace
and development. It is a retort to those in the West who may be biased
against China.

China is experiencing rapid development and people’s living
standards are improving, The mix of food is changing. Demand for food
is further expanding. We should never say that we have produced enough
grain or allow our vigilance about food security to wane.

As the very foundation of agricultural production, arable land must
be protected if China is to ensure food security. We must hold fast to the
central government’s decision to maintain “1.8 billion »# (120 million
hectares) of arable land and 1.6 billion ## (107 milli