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PUBLISHER’S NOTE

In commemoration of the ninetieth anniversary of Comrade Mao Zedong'’s
birth, we have edited and are now publishing A Selection of Letters by Mao
Zedong with Reproductions of the Original Calligraphy together with The
Selected Letters of Mao Zedong.

Altogether eighty-four letters in facsimile are printed in this volume, and
they are all included in The Selected Letters of Mao Zedong. Most of them are
based on the originals kept by the Central Archives. Several are reprints of
photos of the originals. The majority of these letters are now published for the
first time.

The Selection is printed in three editions: the sexto thread-bound edition
of collotype facsimile on Xuancheng rice paper, the octavo de luxe edition of
intaglio facsimile on offset paper and the sixteenmo edition of intaglio facsi-
mile on offset paper. Letters in stereotype Chinese and then English and
Japanese translations are appended to the thread-bound and de luxe editions.

The Party Literature Research Centre Under the
Central Committee of the Communist Party of China
and

The Central Archives

October 1983




TO XU DEHENG AND OTHERS
November 2, 1936

Dear Professors,

I am very grateful to you for the gifts (including ham and a pocket watch) you sent
me and I feel very much honoured. We and you are completely at one in spirit. We
have only one enemy before us, and that is Japanese imperialism. We are making
every preparation for the speedy establishment of national unity for armed resistance to
Japan, and the day is not far distant when we and you will meet. Fight for the expul-
sion of Japanese imperialism and the birth of the democratic republic of China — such
is the standard for the people of the whole country. And naturally it is also our common
standard.

With revolutionary greetings,
Mao Zedong

TO XU TELIL

Yan’an, January 30, 1937

Dear and revered Comrade Xu,

You were my teacher twenty years ago, and you are still my teacher today. And
you will certainly remain so in the future. When the revolution suffered setbacks and
many Communists left the Party, with some even going over to the enemy side, you
joined the Party in the autumn of 1927 and were very forward-looking in spirit. Since
then, in the long years of hard struggle you have been more active than many Party
members in their prime and have surpassed them in defying difficulties and learning
new things modestly. ‘“Age”, “a weak constitution or poor health”, “difficulties or
obstacles”, etc. — you have conquered them all. But for some these become excuses for
hanging back. You know a lot of things but always think of your own deficiencies,
while there are people who make “a great deal of noise” with only “half a bucket of
water”. You say and do what you think, but with some people there is always a dirty
patch in a remote corner of their minds. You like to be with the masses at all times, but
there are some who are not happy except when alienating themselves from the masses.
You set an example in abiding by Party and revolutionary discipline, while some people
seem to think that only others are bound by discipline but not they. You place revolu-
tion, work and the interest of other people above everything else, while there are some
who think first of seeking the limelight, rest and their own interest. You always take
the heavy loads, never shirking responsibility, while some people prefer the light ones,
shirking responsibility when it is their turn to shoulder it. For all this I admire you and
wish to learn from you, and it is my hope that all Party comrades will learn from you
too. On the occasion of your sixtieth birthday I am writing this letter to offer you my
congratulations, wishing you good health and longevity. I hope you will become the mo-
del for all revolutionaries and the entire people.

With revolutionary greetings,
Mao Zedong

TO FAN CHANGIJIANG
24:00 March 29, 1937

Dear Mr. Fan,

I must ask for your forgiveness for my negligence in attending to you last time.
Thank you very much for the articles you sent me. We have all read them.

Enclosed herewith please find a transcript of the talks and a copy of a memorial ad-
dress at the Mausoleum of Emperor Huangdi for your reference. Please publish them if

(See facsimile, p. 1)

(See facsimile, p. 3)
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(See facsimile, p. 8)

(See facsimile, p. 11)
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you think it feasible. I hope to hear from you often so that I can benefit from your
advice.
With kind regards,
Sincerely yours,
Mao Zedong

TO HE XIANGNING
June 25, 1937

Dear Madame,

I am very grateful for the writing brushes, the album of paintings and Shuang Qing
Ci Cao [a collection of her and her husband’s poems —tr.] you sent me as gifts. I have
nothing to send in reply except working a little harder to show my sense of gratitude.
The spirit of struggle is very much alive in your paintings, and though I know nothing
of painting, I feel your work is well done. With this spirit China’s prospects are bright.
You and people of your calibre have taken over the mantle of Dr. Sun Yat-sen and
are undauntedly carrying on bitter struggles, setting an example to the whole nation. The
people throughout the country, and not just a few individuals like me, feel inspired and
are looking up to you.

Chengzhi is getting on fine here and everyone thinks well of him. So I hope you
will not worry about him.

It’s already ten years since I last met you, and I know you must be getting on in
years, but we all feel you are even younger in heart.

When I read Mr. Liu Yazi’s inscriptions on your paintings, I knew at once the style
is the man. Please convey him my regards when you meet him. It’s a pity that there
are only a few old scholars of integrity like him. They are, as the old saying goes, as
scarce as the unicorn or the phoenix. But I don’t know where he stands politically
Now.

Things are beginning to change and I'm sure you will find consolation in this.
However, it still requires great exertion to attain the realm of light.

Wishing you good health,
Sincerely yours,

Mao Zedong

TO Al SIQI

1937

Dear Comrade Siqi,

Philosophy and Life is a profound work and better than your other books. I have
got quite a lot out of reading it. I have copied some passages and send them to you to
check whether there are any errors in the copying. I have some doubts (not funda-
mental disagreements) about one of the problems you discuss and hope you will give it
more thought. I will tell you my opinions at length when we meet. If you have time
today, please let me know and I will come and see you.

Mao Zedong

TO WEN YUNCHANG
November 27, 1937

Dear Yunchang,

I got your letter when Mo Liben arrived, and today I received your long letter of
November 16 and felt very happy indeed. I am sorry to know that Uncie and Aunt have
passed away. But I am gratified that all my cousins are healthy and alive. It is difficult
to make ends meet nowadays. This is true not only of individual families but of the



vast majority of our people. The only way out is to unite the people in the struggle
to drive out the Japanese imperialists. It is all right if you wish to come here to
: work, but in our area we just have enough food and clothing — the same treatment
for everyone from the Commander-in-Chief at the top to the cooks down below. There
2 are no salaries, because our Party works entirely in the interest of the country and the
labouring people. We are all equal and forsake personal gain. If you have a big fami-
ly to support, you should leave home and find some kind of job with pay, and it would
not be advisable to come here. Besides, it’s a long journey and I am afraid I cannot af-
ford to send you the travelling expenses. It sounds a good idea to run a military school
in Hunan, but it is difficult to carry it out for the time being. Although I wish to help
you, I find it hard to translate the wish into reality. Some time ago, the authorities
here sent Zhou Runfang twenty yuan as travelling expenses, because she is the widow
of the martyr Mao Zetan (Zetan was killed in Jiangxi the year before last). This, as I
said, was done by the authorities and not by me for private reasons, and I hope you will
forgive me for saying all this. I do what little I can for the people of my country, which
of course includes my cherished maternal relatives and all the impoverished people of
my home town, I am deeply concerned about my cousins, nieces and nephews and all my
poor townspeople. But the only way I can think of to help you is to do what I am
doing now, and you probably know this very well already.

Nevertheless, I hope I can correspond with you and my other cousins as well as
nieces and nephews and I will be happy if you can drop me a few lines.

"I wonder whether you have news about Shaoshan. When you have the chance,
please tell my relatives and friends there that I will be most happy if they wish to cor-
respond with me. But ask them not to come here for jobs, because we do not pay any
salary.

Is Mr. Liu Linsheng still alive and healthy? Please convey my sincere regards when
you write him next.

The Japanese imperialists are launching massive attacks on us, and I am very busy
with work. But we are all happy and enjoy good health. As a matter of fact, I am even
fitter than I was two years ago. Please inform my cousins, nieces and nephews at
Tangjiatuo of this. And tell them that the victories of the Eighth Route Army are vic-
tories for them as well. This should be a consolation to them in hard times.

Wishing you and your wife the best of health,

Mao Zedong (See facsimile, p. 12)

TO YANG LINGDE
December 14, 1938

Dear Mr. Yang,

I have received your two letters and am very sorry to have delayed my reply so
long because of the Sixth Plenary Session. But you must have been informed that 1 asked
Comrade Gao Gang some time ago to order the relevant organ to release Mr. Yuan
Chenying. Not only I but also Gao Gang and Fangwu knew nothing about this affair. I
am sorry that the relevant organ should have taken action so rashly merely on the basis
of the materials sent from northwestern Shanxi. If you hear of any defects in our work

here in future, we earnestly hope you will let us know so that we can remedy them.

With kind regards,
Sincerely yours,

Mao Zedong (See facsimile, p. 17)

TO ZHOU YANG
10 p.m., January 22, 1939

Dear Comrade Zhou Yang,

-+ Iam sending you the manuscript written half by Li Liuru and half by He Peiyuan.
. 1 have not read it. As the matter has a great deal to do with the external propaganda
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(See facsimile, p. 19)

(See facsimile, p. 21)

(See facsimile, p. 23)
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work of the Border Region, the book should not be published rashly unless it is appro-
priate in both content and form. I am now asking you to assume full responsibility for
revising it, If you think it needs wholesale revision, please do so. Although the work is
rather tiring, it is very important. I hope it can be finished before February 15 so that
it will come out by the end of that month.

There is some remuneration for the work (1.50 yuan per thousand characters), which
will be shared by you and comrades Li and He.

With Bolshevik greetings,

Mao Zedong

TO LU CHAO

October 7, 1939
Dear Mr. Lii,

I had a good talk with Mr. Wang Youyu after his arrival in Yan’an. I have read
vour letter and it deepens my admiration for you. You assist in the work of the Central
Government and enjoy great prestige for your meritorious services. Of course, I look
to you for advice. In the face of foreign aggression unity is of prime importance. I share
the aspirations with you.

With kindest regards,

Sincerely yours,
Mao Zedong

TO FAN WENLAN

September 5, 1940
Dear Comrade Wenlan,

I am glad to have read the outline of your prospective book. It will be very useful
if the book can be written, for this will be the first time the Confucian classics are clear-
ed up with the help of Marxism. As the big landlords and big bourgeoisie are very
aggressive in advocating the so-called return to the ancients, the first thing to do in our
ideological struggle is to combat such reaction. Your continued studies in history will
have enormous impact on this struggle. I didn’t attend your third lecture because Il
fell ill. I wonder whether or not you criticized the errors in the work of Kang Youwei,
Liang Qichao, Zhang Taiyan and Hu Shih. Did you touch on Liao Ping, Wu Yu and Ye
Dehui? The more you criticize these modern scholars, the greater will be the impact on
academic circles.

I am quite ignorant of history. It would be my privilege to learn something about
it from your studies.

With greetings,

Mao Zedong

TA MAO ANYING AND MAO ANQING

January 31, 1941

My dear sons,

Quite some time ago I received a long letter from Anying and letters from Anqing as
well as the photo album and separate photos sent by Anying. These letters and photos
were sent me on several occasions. I am sorry I didn’t make any reply, and I know you
must have been worried.




I am very happy to find the progress you have made. Anying writes well and is full
of aspirations, and he writes a good hand too. All this is gratifying. But I would like
to offer a piece of advice. He should devote more time to the study of natural science
while young and should talk less of politics. Of course, politics must not be lost sight of.
But at present it is advisable to focus on natural science supplemented by social science.
This order may be reversed in the future with social science as the main subject of study
supplemented by natural science. In short, attention should be paid to the study of
science, for science is true learning and there is no limit to its application. People pay
you compliments and there is a good side to it in that it encourages you to go forward.
But there is also a bad side, because it fosters conceit and self-complacency and creates
the danger of having one’s head in the clouds in isolation from reality. You have your
own future. Success or failure depends on your own efforts and the circumstances in
which you find yourselves. I do not wish to interfere. I just want to give some advice.
It's up to you to decide. To sum up, I love you and hope you will make greater progress.

Anying asked me to write some poems for him. I can’t do so, for I am completely
lacking in inspiration. As for books, the year before last I requested our veteran Com-
rade Lin Boqu in Xi’an to send a batch to you young people. I hear they did not reach
you. What a pity! I have chosen some books and am sending you them now. You will
have to wait for some time before they can be sent in large numbers.

I don’t feel too well this year. And I am not satisfied with myself. As I am rather
busy, I have no time for reading. How are you getting on?

Wishing you all the best,

Mao Zedong (See facsimile, p. 25)

TO CAI CHANG

L

December 16, 1941

Dear Comrade Cai Chang,

I don’t quite remember when Comrade Li Liuru was admitted into the Communist
Party. I can only recall that he joined the Communist Youth League in 1921.

Mao Zedong (See facsimile, p. 29)

TO YANG SHAOXUAN AND QI YANMIN
On the night of January 9, 1944

Dear Comrades Shaoxuan and Yanmin,

I have seen your play and wish to thank you for the excellent work you have done.
Please convey my thanks to the comrades of the cast. History is made by the people, yet
the old opera (and all the old literature and art, which are divorced from the people)
presents them as though they were dirt, and the stage is dominated by lords and ladies
and their pampered sons and daughters. You have now reversed this reversal of history
and restored historical truth, and thus a new life is opening up for the old opera. That
is why this merits congratulations. Guo Moruo has done very well in the field of histori-
cal drama and you have done likewise in old opera. The initiative you have taken marks
an epoch-making beginning in the revolutionization of the old opera. I am very happy
at the thought of this. I hope you will write more plays and give more performances,
and so help make this a common practice which will prevail throughout the country.

With greetings,

Mao Zedong (SG’E? facsimile, P. 30)

37




(See facsimile, p. 32)

(See facsimile, p. 33)

(See facsimile, p. 35)

38

TO LIN BOQU

January 19, 1944

Dear and revered Comrade Lin,

I have received your letter. The campaign to promote production and practise
economy is bound to yield better results this year than the last. Your personal plan, if
carried out, will exert a very good influence. I have also drawn up a sort of plan and
am ready to implement it.

Wishing you good health,

Mao Zedong

TO LI DINGMING

April 29, 1944
Dear and revered Mr. Li,

Many people borrowed A Tale of 1644-45 in the last few years. Recently I got a
chance to read it over and am deeply impressed. I have it copied for future use. The
author, Mr. Li Jianhou must have taken great pains in writing it. Please convey my
highest tribute to him. In his book he praises the personal qualities of Li Zicheng but
speaks ill of the peasant movement Li led. As a matter of fact, in the more than two
thousand years since the Qin Dynasty it was the peasant wars that propelled social prog-
ress, and the peasant rebellion led by General Li Zicheng, who was later crowned as Da
Shun Emperor, was one of scores of such famous peasant wars. His peasant movement
originated in northern Shaanxi. It is the pride of the people of Shaanxi, and especially
of you and Mr. Li Jianhou. If the book can be revised according to the new historical
approach mentioned above, it will be of immense educational value to the people. I
don’t know whether the author will agree with me. How is his health? Is it possible for
him to come and visit Yan’an? Please convey all this to him.

With sincere regards,
- Mao Zedong

TO DING LING AND OUYANG SHAN

On the morning of July 1, 1944
Dear Comrades Ding Ling and Ouyang Shan,

The dawn is near. I was attracted by your articles and read them through at one go
after bathing and before going to bed. I extend congratulations to the Chinese people
and I also congratulate you on your new style of writing. I have been asked to give
a talk on the co-operatives at the Conference, but I don’t know how to begin, for I have
no materials at all to draw on. Thank you for your articles. However, I want to know a
little more. Is it possible for you to come and have a talk with me this afternoon or
evening?

With greetings,

Mao Zedong

TO XIE JUEZAI
July 28, 1944

Comrade Juezai,

I haven’t got Ming Ji Nan Bei Lue or the other unofficial histories of the Ming
Dynasty. They may be available at Comrade Fan Wenlan’s place, and you can ask him.




Another edition of Rong Zhai Sui Bi is being sent to you. I’ve got other literary sketches
here, which can be sent you if you need them.
With best wishes,
Mao Zedong

TO GUO MORUO

Yan’an, November 21, 1944
Dear Moruo,

I've received your letter. I really don’t deserve your praise and must study hard
to live up to the expectations of old friends. After we parted in Wuchang, I've been
buried daily in work and have no time for books. I therefore admire and envy your
achievements. We have treated your Jia Shen San Bai Nian Ji (Tercentenary of 1644) as
one of the works to be studied in the rectification campaign. Getting conceited with a
small victory, and even more conceited with bigger ones, and so coming to grief again
and again — this is a failure which must be prevented, and serious attention must be
given to ways of achieving this. It would be very useful to have an article summing up
the experience of the army of the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom penned by yourself.
But I dare not make a formal suggestion lest you would be overtired. Recently I read
Fan Zheng Qian Hou (Before and After the Uprising) and found it almost identical with
my past experience in Hunan. With any premature bourgeois revolutoin, such an out-
come is inevitable. Perhaps the time might be said to be ripe for this War of Resistance
Against Japan, given the favourable conditions internationally and the fact that every-
thing is up to us internally. Although I am cautious and wary of mishaps, it is hard to
say where mishaps will not occur. When you observe any mistakes and shortcomings,
please tell me in time. Your historical essays and plays are of great use to the Chinese
people; they are not too many but too few. Any energy spent on them will not be in
vain, and I hope you will go on writing them. Comrade Enlai having arrived, he must
have told you about the recent developments here, and I will not enumerate them again.
Everybody here wishes to meet you, but we don’t know whether there will be such an
opportunity.

I wish you health, happiness and high spirits.

Sincerely yours,
Mao Zedong

TO SHEN YANBING
November 21, 1944

Dear Yanbing,

Quite a few years have gone swiftly by since we parted. 1 hear that you have
often been indisposed of late. Are you getting better now? Looking back at the days
in Yan’an, I often feel regret that I wasn’t spared sufficient time to talk at length with
you and benefit from your conversation. I miss you and wonder whether there will
be an opportunity to meet you.

Wishing you good health,

Sincerely yours,
Mao Zedong

(See facsimile, p. 36)

(See facsimile, p. 37)

(See facsimile, p. 39)

39



(See facsimile, p. 40)

(See facsimile, p. 42)

(See facsimile, p. 43)

40

TO DENG BAOSHAN
December 22, 1944

Dear Mr. Deng,

You have contributed a great deal to the turn of events last year. This we will
not forget. Still less will we forget the immense contribution you made in sustaining
the northern front and defending the borders in the eight years of the War of Resist-
ance Against Japan. It is already over a year since we met in autumn 1943. Things
have been changing rapidly and the whole international and domestic situation is now
different. I have a lot to say and have asked Shaoting to tell you face to face. In short,
only with the united strength of the people can we defeat the foreign aggressors and
rejuvenate China. There is no other alternative. I think this sums up the eight years
of the War of Resistance quite appropriately, if such a summary is needed. I don’t know
whether you will agree with me. I am looking forward to the day when we shall meet
again.

Wishing you good health,

Sincerely yours,
Mao Zedong

TO LIU KUNLIN
January 11, 1945

Comrade Kunlin,

I have received your letter. It and the previous letters have all been forwarded
to the Organization Committee under the Central Committee, and people there have been
asked to have a talk with you.

It is nothing strange that you should hold a grudge, being long distrusted. But
“True gold fears no fire”; you should have patience and wait till you are well under-
stood by your comrades. There is no other way out. Judging from your last letter,
your problem seems near to a solution, so I hope all the more that you will wait with
patience.

I have been very busy, and let’s not talk for the present. As you will stay in
Yan’an for a period, the talk may wait till some time in the future.

With comradely greetings! |

Mao Zedong

TO XIAO SAN
February 22, 1945

Comrade Xliao San,

Your “The First Step” is very well written. There is a great change in your at-
titude compared with your first years in Yan’an, and your essay is honest, sincere, live-
ly and forceful. Of course, your writings used to be good too, but the present one is
even better. I have benefited very much from reading your works.

In order that the comrades doing literary and art work in Yan’an may attend more
mass meetings, it is necessary to remind Comrades Gao Gang, Jia Tuofu, Tan Zheng,
Luo Mai, Li Fuchun and Peng Zhen not to forget to invite these comrades when such
meetings are being convened. Please call on them to discuss this matter, while I will
tell them when there is the chance. There will be very few border regional meetings
this year, but there are bound to be many local meetings, those of Yan’an municipal-
ity, Yan’an county or the sub-districts. It is just as necessary to arrange the matter
with the responsible comrades and propaganda departments of the municipality, county
and sub-districts. Could you call on them as well?

With comradely greetings!

Mao Zedong



TO LIU YAZI

October 4, 1945
Dear Mr. Liu,

I have received your letter and poems, which deeply touch me with their implica-
tion of your tireless readiness to edify other people. Has your wife’s health improved?
Faced with her serious condition, only a near and dear one can realize her sufferings
and so come to suffer oneself. This is of course not to be explained by “losing heart”.
As for current events, the problems you inquire about are none of them near a con-
crete solution. The things reported in the newspapers are mostly not to be given cre-
dence. In my last letter I advised you that the future is bright but the road is tor-
tuous. We give much thought to the tortuous part (the difficulties) in the hope of re-
flecting reality so as to prevent disappointments which would cause much distress.
And the difficulties are not to be easily overcome. I very much hope that this view is
shared by you. There are some things to tell you, but allow me to do so when we
meet and not put them down here. Your poems are in a lofty style, a style even loftier
than that of Lu You and Chen Liang. They are most inspiring. Unfortunately, I can
only read, but cannot write, such poetry. However, it is perhaps no disgrace to you,

and certainly a source of pride to me, that I am added to the thousands of your read-
€rs.

With my best regards,
Mao Zedong (See facsimile, p. 48)

TO CAI BO AND OTHERS

January 8, 1946

Young Comrades Cai Bo, Zhang Zhiming, Liu Yongbin, Huang Ping and Zhao Xiaoyan,

I am very glad to receive your letter which was brought back by Yongfu. As you
write in your letter, New China well need many scholars and technicians, and it is most
proper that you should exert yourselves in that direction. I can only write you a few
words here, and all in the hope that you will grow and make progress in health and
happiness from day to day, and that you unite with all Chinese students in the Soviet
Union. May you all study diligently and return to serve the country.

A warm handshake with each of you,

Mao Zedong (See facsimile, p. 44)

TO FU DINGYI

September 30, 1946

My dear teacher,

I am deeply grateful to receive your edifying letter so soon after meeting your
good self in person. As Defang is returning to Beiping, I am asking him to take along
a modest present which I hope you will accept with a smile. May you look after your
health for the country’s sake in these eventful days.

Respectfully, your former student,
Mao Zedong (See facsimile, p. 49)

TO HE KAIFENG

November 14, 1946

Comrade Kaifeng,

I have received your letter and the four books. On the left of the page I have
1 written an inscription for the masthead, which you may use at your discretion. I guess
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your health has improved. As for myself, I was ill for more than six months, but am
now much better. I shall be even better after six more months.
My regards to you and the other comrades,
Mao Zedong

TO CHEN JINKUN

January 16, 1947

Comrade Jinkun,

I have received your letter. It is necessary to study law from the new standpoint.
New-democratic law will be different from socialist law on the one hand and from all
capitalist law in Europe, America and Japan on the other. Please carry on your stud-
ies in this spirit. The peace talk proposals being made now by America and Chiang
Kai-shek are deceitful like all their previous proposals. For they have suffered military
defeats and wish to get a breathing space s> that they may reorganize their troops for
fresh battles. We must not be taken in by them.

Wishing you good health,
Mao Zedong

TO LAN GONGWU

Chennanzhuang, April 27, 1948

Dear Mr. Lan,

Thirty years ago I read with admiration your eloquent articles in Chen Bao and
Guo Min Gong Bao. Learning that you live nearby, I am eager to meet you and ben-
efit from your conversation. I am sending a car to fetch you and would deeply ap-
preciate your sparing the time to come over.

With best regards,
Mao Zedong

TO LIU SHAOBALI

October 30, 1948

Comrade Shaobai,

I have received your letter of September 15. Mistakes in our work indeed exist.
Fortunately, most of them have been corrected and the rest are being corrected, as you
have pointed out under item 2 of the 5 matters you have raised. Since the facts are
cleared up, it should not be difficult to solve the problems, and you can set your mind
at ease. Your letter has been forwarded to Comrade Peng Zhen, whom you can now
approach with regard to your Party membership.

With best regards,
Mao Zedong

TO WU HAN

November 24, 1948

Dear Mr. Wu,

I am happy to have had the opportunity to meet and talk with you twice. I have
read the book you wrote and am now returning it to you. Clearly, you have put



your heart into it and made extensive researches. It gives me quite a few new ideas,
and I feel very grateful. When we met, I told you some of my rather immature sugges-
tions about the book just for your reference. There is another point I wish to raise,
namely, that on the question of methodology you have not yet subscribed entirely to
historical materialism in your approach to history. If you apply yourself to this problem,
your achievements will assuredly be infinitely greater.

With revolutionary greetings,
Mao Zedong

P.S. I have asked Comrade Qiaomu to go and see you. Please receive him and tell
him your opinions. He serves as secretary at my place and is concurrently in charge of
the work at the New China News Agency.

TO THE BEIJING UNIVERSITY PREPARATORY
COMMITTEE FOR THE COMMEMORATION
OF “MAY 4TH”

Apri] 30, 1949

Messrs. Members on the Beijing University Preparatory Committee for the Commem-
oration of the “May 4th”,

I have received your letter of the 28th. Thank you for your kind invitation. But
being pressed by other work, I shall not be able to attend your meeting. I hope you
will pardon me. Congratulations on Beida’s progress.

Mao Zedong

TO REN BISHI

June 9, 1949
Comrade Bishi,

I am sending you a shoal of red fish to feast your eyes with.
Wishing you good health,
Mao Zedong

TO SOONG CHING LING

June 19, 1949
Dear Madame,

It will soon be four years since I benefited from our conversation in Chongqing.
And I have missed you more and more. Now that nationwide victory for the revolu-
tion is in sight and there is the urgent need for consultation on plans for reconstruc-
tion. I am sending Comrade Deng Yingchao to tender you our greetings and especially
to invite you to come north. I earnestly hope that you will come to Beiping so that
you will be nearby for us to consult. Hoping you will not refuse and wishing you
the best of health,

Sincerely yours,
Mao Zedong

(See facsimile, p. 55)

(See facsimile, p. 57)
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(See facsimile, p. 59)
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TO JIANG YONG

August 19, 1949

Dear Mr. Jiang,

I have received your letter., With the situation developing very fast, it is neces-
sary to convene a new consultative conference soon. We propose to invite you and
Mr. Yan Junren to take part and wonder whether you can come. I have told comrades
in judicial circles to invite and meet Mr. Xu.

With best wishes,
Mao Zedong

TO WU YUZHANG

August 29, 1949

Comrade Yuzhang,

When I received your letter, I sent it to Messrs. Guo, Mao and Ma for their delib-
eration and opinion. Their reply has arrived and is enclosed herewith for your con-
sideration. Will you please reply to say whether you are for or against their opinion
or would like to see any revision. If you agree, will you show it to Fan Wenlan,
Cheng Fangwu and Li Shaoxi as well, or arrange a discussion with them, and then tell
me the consensus?

With salutations,
Mao Zedong

TO ZHANG ZHIZHONG

September 21, 1949

Dear Mr. Zhang,

Enclosed please find two reply cables addressed to you from Dihua (Uriimqi). To
vour last telegram to Tao Shiyue I added a few words at the end asking Tao to have
a serious consultation with Deng Liqun, the liaison officer of the Communist Party of
China. Deng Liqun (younger brother of Deng Feihuang) arrived in Dihua from Yining
on the 15th and met Tao and Burhan, and they had a fairly satisfactory talk. As for
the troops of Zhou [Jiabin] and Huang [Zhuxun], their whereabouts are not known
since they retreated towards Ganzhou (Zhangye), Liangzhou (Wuwei) and Suzhou (Jiu-
quan). We have telegraphed Comrade Peng Dehuai asking him to try to contact those
troops with the ultimate aim of reorganizing and not destroying them, though we
don’t know whether the hoped-for accomplishment of this aim is possible. Besides the
measure taken by our people in Dihua to send representatives to Lanzhou for negotia-
tions, it is important that Zhou and Huang should quickly take the initiative them-
selves to send their representatives to the battle front for serious negotiations and show
their sincere desire for peace. For our army is advancing fast towards Zhangye in two
prongs from Lanzhou and Qinghai, while Zhou and Huang, after they started to re-
treat west from Tianshui, have shown no sincerity though they did send negotiators
along the way. They have kept fleeing while talking off and on (probably out of fear
and hoping to preserve their troops by regrouping them to the west of the Huanghe
River (Yellow River), a fact which has taxed the patience of our generals at the front.
(Your letter addressed to Zhou Jiabin was delivered to a subordinate of Zhou’s but we
don’t know whether Zhou himself has read it) If you have another telegram for Zhou,
it could be sent to Deng Liqun to be forwarded by Tao Shiyue.

With best regards,
Mao Zedong



TO MAO XUSHENG
November 15, 1949
Dear Mr. Mao,

I am sorry to be slow in replying to your three letters which have all arrived. It
is better for you to work in the country and not to come to Beijing. Your financial
difficulties may be solved in the course of the forthcoming reform of the land system.
I cannot recall what your post was in the supplies battalion. Will you please tell me
at your convenience? Is Mao Ziqi still alive?

With best regards,

Mao Zedong

TO LIU YAZI

December 2, 1949
Revered Mr. Liu,

Being constrained by a busy schedule, I am sorry to be slow in replying to your
letter of November 4, which was received long ago. I missed the letter you wrote in the
train but appreciate your kindness. I’ll inquire for you about the autograph album when
I get the chance. Zhou is indeed overburdened with work, or he has forgotten. It is prob-

ably the same with the matter of the research institute of history and culture. I’ll ask
him about it.

With best regards,
Mao Zedong

TO LONG BOJIAN

March 14, 1950
Dear Mr. Long,

I have received and read your letter of November 11 last year. I am very glad
to know that you have joined the revolution and are engaged in health work. The
newspaper was named Xin Hunan Bao by the comrades in Hunan. The coincidence
with the past name of the newspaper made you happy, and is also a source of pride
to me. The old poem of mine you mentioned is no good, and there is no point in re-
writing it. I hope you will work hard in the service of the people.

With best regards,

Mao Zedong

TO LIU KUIYI

March 14, 1950
Dear Mr. Liu,

I was very glad to receive your letter of December 27 last year. Pardon me for
being slow in replying. The government has issued orders to correct the abuses in the
collection of grain tax, and perhaps they have recently been alleviated. It is an estab-
lished policy that bandits must be suppressed and that the chief culprits must be pun-
ished, but there should be proper tactics and steps in such suppression and punish-
ment so as to achieve a rapid solution and pacification throughout the country. I hear
that the bandit havoc in Hunan has largely been put down. Is this true? Pray tell
me what you know about this at your convenience.

With best regards,

Mao Zedong

(See facsimile, p. 66)
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TO YANG KAIZHI AND LI CHONGDE
April 13, 1950

Comrades Kaizhi and Chongde,

I have received your letter. It is very good that you now work in the provincial
government. I hope you will work hard and achieve good results. My son Anying is
returning to Hunan to honour the birthday of his grandmother, visit the grave of his
mother, and also to call on you both. Pleasz give him guidance.

With best regards,
Mao Zedong

TO MAO SENPIN

April 18, 1950

Dear Mr. Mao,

I was glad to receive your two letters, but am sorry to be slow in replying, as I
am too busy. It is saddening to know that Qinming gave his life for the revolution,
but it is also a thing to be proud of. The shortcomings you mentioned in the work
of cadres are to be seen almost everywhere; energetic measures are being taken to cor-
rect them in the hope of improvement. I quite agree that you should take on a job.
However, it would seem better if you did something in support of the interests of the
people, won esteem and then joined some work in a natural manner rather than rely-
ing on my recommendation, which on the contrary would prejudice your reputation.
Don’t you agree? Pray give me your advice on the best ways of doing things whenever

it is convenient to you.

Wishing you the best of health,
Mao Zedong

TO LI SHUYI

April 18, 1950

Comrade Shuyi,

I have received your letter. I am gratified to learn that you have brought up the
children after Zhixun died a martyr, and admire your strength through all those
hardships. The study of Marxism-Leninism can be done in one’s spare time and the
object attained without coming all the way to Beijing. Please convey my regards to
the old gentlemen Xiaoran and Wuting.

Wishing you good health,
Mao Zedong

TO WEN JIANQUAN

May 7, 1950

Dear cousin,

Most gratified to receive your letter of January 16. How many family members
are still there at Tangjiatuo, and have they got enough to eat? Are the 10th and 17th
cousins still there? Will you please let me know at your convenience? It is better for
Mr. Wenkai to find a job in Hunan rather than go far afield. And will he pardon me
for not recommending him directly, because that would be inappropriate for me?



Yunchang wrote me several times, and my reply was addressed to Baibangkou. Has
he received it or not? Nansong’s second letter has arrived. Will you give him my thanks
for his kindness?

Wishing you good health,

Mao Zedong (See facsimile, p. 79)

TO ZHANG DING

May 7, 1950

Dear Mr. Zhang,

I have received your letter of October 25 last year, and the photo of Mao Zetan
and the others. Thank you for your kindness. To join the Party it is necessary to go
through procedures in your locality, as required by the Party constitution.

With best regards,

Mao Zedong (See facsimile, p. 82)

TO MAO YUJU

May 15, 1950

Dear Yuju,

Thank you very much for your letters. I hope you will keep me informed about
the state of affairs in the country. If Zou Puxun (Heng’er) is in great financial dif-

ficulty and in very poor health, will you help him with some money provided you
have it to spare? I will return you the money later on. Please give the enclosed note
to Zou Puxun.

Wishing you good health,
Mao Zedong (See facsimile, p. 83)

TO LI JINXI

May 22, 1950

Dear Mr. Li,

I have received your letter of May 17. Your suggestions about the editorial of-
fice of the Dictionary are all agreeable. I have told Comrade Hu Qiaomu about them,

and he also agrees. Will you please arrange things with Comrade Hu by telephone?
With best regards,

Mao Zedong (See facsimile, p. 84)

TO MA XULUN

June 19, 1950

Dear Minister Ma,

I am returning the materials you sent me. The matter should be attended to at once.
It is essential to call the attention of all school authorities to the fact that health comes

first and study second. To fight malnutrition we should duly increase school funds. The
time for study and meetings should be drastically cut. Patients must be accorded special
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treatment. All this holds good for schools throughout the country. The Conference on
Higher Education has met. Similar conferences on primary and secondary education
should be called separately. I hope you will consider my proposal and take appropriate
action.
With greetings,
Mao Zedong

TO SU YU
August 8, 1950

Dear Comrade Su Yu,

I have received your letter which was brought by Comrade Luo Ruiqing. I am very
much concerned as your condition is still bad. At present there are no very urgent new
tasks, so you just take it easy and rest until you have completely recovered. If you find
the sanatorium in Qingdao comfortable, stay in Qingdao. If not, come to Beijing. It is
up to you to decide.

My best regards,

Mao Zedong

TO XU HAIDONG
August 20, 1950

Dear Comrade Haidong,

I have received your letter of July 17. I am happy to know that you are getting
better. You are very much in our thoughts, and we hope you will rest without any wor-
ries so as to make a complete recovery.

With best wishes,

Mao Zedong

TO CHEN YU

September 11, 1950

Dear Comrade Chen Yu,

I have received both the letters you forwarded to me, one from the workers and
staff of the Electric Power Administration in Shijiazhuang and the other signed by the
workers and staff of No. 3 Power Plant of the Electric Power Administration in Tianjin.
Please tell them that I thank them for their good wishes and hope they will unite as one
and work hard to fulfil the tasks set by th2 state and to raise their own standard of
living.

Mao Zedong

TO ZHANG WEI
September 19, 1950

Dear Zhang Weli,

I am very happy to get your letter. I have nothing to send as a gift to your mother
on the occasion of her eightieth birthday except to write a few words on a separate
sheet of paper as a token of my congratulations.

Wishing you good health,

Mao Zedong




TO HUANG NIANTIAN

December 2, 1950

I Dear Mr. Huang,

I am very grateful for your letter as well as the poem and other works you sent me,
which have all been received. I deeply admire your efforts to keep abreast of the times
sind serve the cause of the people’s education. It is my sincere hope that you will con-
tinue your endeavours and make constant progress.

With cordial regards,

Mao Zedong (See facsimile, p. 91)

TO ZHOU SHIZHAO
December 29, 1950

Dear Dunyuan,*

I have written the characters for you as requested. I don’t know whether it is all
right for your purpose.

Thanks a lot for your two letters, one received just after we parted, the other you
sent from Changsha. I agree with all the things you say. They can be done (but some
have to be done gradually). The proposed conference on normal school education will
have to wait till I talk it over with Mr. Ma. There won’t be much of a problem, I think.
I have tried to change my habit of staying up late at night. For half a month I keep
company with the sun, not with the moon. But of late I have reverted to my old habit.
I'll correct it again after the New Year. I'm trying to get more rest and pay attention to
what I eat. In short, I'll do as you say and take all this as a matter of major, not minor,
concern. Then there will be hopes of breaking my old habit.

Wishing you and your colleagues success in work and a Happy New Year,

Mao Zedong (See facsimile, p. 92)

* Zhou Shizhao, alias Zhou Dunyuan — tr.

TO XU BEIHONG

January 14, 1951

Dear Mr. Xu,

I have received your letter of October 13 together with the two books by Mr. Shi
Yongmao. I agree with you that Mr. Shi should be accorded better treatment. Probably
the best way is to find a position for him at your College. If this cannot be done, please
take the present letter to the Central Cultural and Educational Committee and try to
work out a solution.

With cordial regards,

Mao Zedong (See facsimile, p. 95)

TO LI S’AN

January 14, 1951

Dear Mr. Li,

: I am very glad to receive both of your letters. I agree with your idea of coming to
| Beijing. If you are willing to join my schoolmate Jiang Zhuru and others in going to one
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(See facsimile, p. 97)

(See facsimile, p. 99)

(See facsimile, p. 100)

(See facsimile, p. 101)

(See facsimile, p. 102)
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of the revolutionary colleges to study for a time, you are welcome to do so. If not,

efforts will be made to find a job for you. When you arrive, you can show this letter to

Li Weihan, Director of the United Front Department of the Central Committee of the

Chinese Communist Party, and talk the matter over with him about your study or work.
With kind regards,

Mao Zedong

TO ZHANG LAN
January 22, 1951

Dear Mr. Zhang,

Enclosed herewith please find for your scrutiny a report sent to me by Comrade
Deng Xiaoping, Secretary of the Southwest China Bureau of the Central Committee of
the Chinese Communist Party. You can have the report read to you by your secretary.
You will get a general picture of the situation over there. Please send it back to me
when you have finished it. How are you getting on? We are very anxious to learn about
your health.

With best wishes,

Mao Zedong

TO SITU MEITANG
April 27, 1951
Dear Mr. Situ,

I am happy to receive your letter of April 14. I have also got the gifts sent me by
peasant comrades in Heshan. Please convey my thanks to them. I think it a good idea
for you to stay a little longer in the south, but I hope you will be able to return to Bei-
jing early in June so that I can meet you and benefit from your advice,

With best wishes for your health,

Mao Zedong

TO LI ZHUCHEN

June 23, 1951

Dear Mr, Li,

Your letter of June 13 has come to hand. The suggestion you make is a very good
one, But there is a question of timing. It seems that we had better wait for a while be-
fore going about it.

- With kind regards,
Mao Zedong

TO ZHENG ZHENDUO
December 3, 1951

Dear Mr. Zheng,

A Mr. Yao Yuqin sent me through Mr. Chen Shutong a piece of Wang Chuanshan’s
original handwriting which is said to be very rare indeed. I am now sending it to you
for safe custody. |

With cordial regards,

: ‘ - Mao- Zedong



TO TAN KAH KEE

May 16, 1952

Dear Councillor Tan,

I received your letter some time ago. I am sorry for not being able to reply earlier.
At your request I have written the following inscription: Memorial to the Liberation of
Jimet and wonder whether this will meet what you asked for.

How have you been getting on of late? This is the question often uppermost in my
mind.

With kind regards,
Mao Zedong

TO LI DA

September 17, 1952

Dear Heming,*

Your letter of September 11 has come to hand. So did several letters you sent me
before that. I have written the three characters Ai Wan Pavilion on a separate piece of
paper as requested.

On line 3, paragraph 10, section 4 of On Contradiction, the sentence reads: “In any
contradiction the development of the contradictory aspects is uneven at all times.” The
phrase ‘“at all times” should be left out and it has already been deleted in the second
edition of Volume I of my Selected Works. Please take this into account when you write
to explain my article.

With best wishes,

Mao Zedong

*11 Da, alias Li Heming — tr.

TO QI BAISHI

October 5, 1952

Dear Mr. Qi,

I am very grateful to you for sending me the scroll of the painting, “Jubilation of the
Whole Nation”. Please give my thanks to the co-painters, Messrs. Xu Shixue, Yu Fei’an,
Wang Shensheng, Hu Peiheng, Fu Yizhai, Fu Xuezhai and Guan Songfang.

Mao Zedong

TO YE GONGCHUO

August 16, 1953

Dear Mr. Ye,

Thank you very much for sending me a copy of the Portraits of the Qing (Dynasty)
Scholars. Is there a Volume I of this series of portraits? I would like to borrow it
just to have a look if there is one.

With kind regards,

Mao Zedong

(See facsimile, p. 103)

(See facsimile, p. 104)

(See facsimile, p. 106)

(See facsimile, p. 107)
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52

TO SHEN JUNRU
September 27, 1953

Dear President Shen,

I have read your letter of September 16 and the enclosed material. Schistosomiasis
is a havoc-wreaking disease and special efforts must be made for its prevention and
cure. I have forwarded your letter and the enclosed material to Comrade Xi Zhongxun
who will see to the matter.

With cordial regards,

Mao Zedong

TO YANG SHANGKUN

2 a.m., October 22, 1953

Dear Comrade Shangkun,

Please print on separate sheets the concluding remarks (six points in all) of the His-
tory of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union (Bolsheviks) and have them distribut-
ed tonight or the next day to the comrades attending the Conference on Organization
Work so that they can read, study and, if possible, discuss them when the conference is
in recess for two or three days. This will enable them to have a general idea of the prob-
lem when Liu Shaogi and other comrades deal with it in their speeches. Please inform
comrades Liu Shaoqi, Rao Shushi and Hu Qiaomu of this matter (i.e., the printing and
distribution of the concluding remarks) at the Steering Committee meeting this after-
noon. In addition, more copies (say, one to two thousand) can be printed and some dis-
tributed among cadres in Beijing. The general Party committee of the central organ-
izations should inform the various departments and leading Party groups that they

should organize the cadres concerned for study and discussion.
Mao Zedong

TO HUANG YANPEI

Hangzhou, March 12, 1954

Dear Vice-Premier Huang,

I have read your letter of March 8. The enclosed material has been sent to Premier
7hou and Director I.i Weihan, who will reply to you after deliberation. The word “peo-
ple” refers to the bourgeoisie and the democratic parties and does not included the land-
lords and bureaucrat-capitalists. In other words, it is not “all-embracing”. The
term “painless birth” had better not appear in publications, for in practice “birth” will
always prove a bit painful to those not fully convinced. If we go too far on this score,
people will have unrealistic expectations and will not bother to stress education or study
and to enhance political understanding. This will lead to dissatisfaction among those
who still feel pain. I hope you will give the matter further consideraton.

With sincere regards,
Mao Zedong

TO PENG SHILIN

March 31, 1954

Dear Mr. Peng,

I have received your letter of March 9. As you have already asked Mao Ruizhu to
help, there is no need for me to use my influence any more. As a matter of fact, I am



rather ill at ease in writing letters of recommendation. I did write some a few times but
those were rare exceptions. I declined the requests of Mr. Li Shuqging and Wen Yun-
chang, who later got their jobs through the good offices of other people. If you find it
difficult to make both ends meet, please let me know and it won’t be difficult for me to
help you again in defraying expenses. I hope you will excuse me for saying all this in
reply.
With kind regards,
. Mao Zedong

TO ZHOU SHIZHAO

December 29, 1956

Dear Dongyuan,*

I am very happy to read your letter and poems. I feel tolerably well. I am eager to
read the annotated edition of Chu Ci by the person you mentioned. Please send my re-
gards to Jiang Zhuru. And also to Mr. Cao Zigu, thanking him for sending me his
poems and the Nanyue Records.

With best wishes,
Mao Zedong

* Zhou Shizhao, alias Zhou Dongyuan — tr,

TO ZHOU GUCHENG
July 28, 1958

Dear Gucheng,

Thank you very much for your two heartwarming letters. Your works, when pub-
lished, will be read with great pleasure. I don’t know much about logic and are therefore
not in the position to pass judgment. The questions are still under debate, and it
wouldn’t seem appropriate for me to butt in. I am afraid I have to decline the request
to write a preface to your book and hope you will forgive me for not being able to
comply.

- Wishing you all the best,
Mao Zedong

TO TIAN JIAYING

October 16, 1958

Dear Comrade Tian Jiaying,

Please sort out the copies of calligraphy in the cursive style in our keeping and send
them to me. They should include rubbings of calligraphy by Wang Xizhi and others,
The Book of a Thousand Characters handwritten by Yu Youren and The Secrets of a
Good Cursive Style. In addition, please ask the Director of the Palace Museum (Is he
Zheng Zhenduo?) whether it is possible to borrow some items in the original handwrit-
ing in different versions of the cursive style. If so, we should write out receipts for the

items borrowed so that we can return them all later. ~
Mao Zedong

(See facsimile, p. 116)

(See facsimile, p. 120)

(See facsimile, p. 122)

(See facsimile, p. 124)
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TO HU QIAOMU

September 13, 1959

Dear Comrade Qiaomu,

I have read both letters from Comrade Moruo which give me some new ideas. I
have changed some of the wording in the two poems. Please send them to Moruo again,
ask him for further comments and let me know what he says about them.

Mao Zedong

P.S. By “the despot” I mean Chiang Kai-shek. This couplet describes the class

struggle going on at the time. The whole poem is about the events of the last thirty-
two years.

TO ZHONG XUEKUN

December 29, 1959

Dear Comrade Xuekun,

Thank you for your letter. The “nine streams” refer to the nine large rivers in the
provinces of Hunan, Hubei and Jiangxi., There are different versions of what these
rivers are, but I think we need not probe any further. The ‘“three Wus” are Suzhou,
Changzhou and Huzhou which the ancients called East Wu, Central Wu and West Wu
respectively. I am quite all right and thank you for inquiring about my health. How
about your work and study? I earnestly hope you will work hard, study after work
hours and acquire some real learning through diligence in order to serve the people.

Mao Zedong

TO CHEN YUN
December 30, 1959

Dear Comrade Chen Yun,

I have received your letter. I am very glad to know that you are getting better. 1
would like to have a talk with you just before my departure. The time will be decided
later. Be of good cheer and be prepared to fight a protracted war. I'm sure you will
recover.

Mao Zedong

TO YANG KAIYING
April 25, 1960
Dear Comrade Kaiying,

Today is the ninetieth birthday of old lady Yang, Anying’s grandmother. I have
nothing to mark the occasion except to send two hundred yuan, which I have to ask you
to forward. You can buy gifts with the money or give it direct to her. It’s up to you to
decide. Thank you in advance for all the trouble.

With best wishes,

Mao Zedong



TO HU QIAOMU

August 25, 1961

Dear Comrade Qiaomu,

I have received your letter of August 17 and am worried about your health. You
must have a long rest. Full recovery is essential, no matter how long it takes. Cao Cao’s
poem has it, “The length of one’s life span depends not on Fate alone. To keep a sound
body and a sound mind will ensure longevity.” The poem is worth reading. It seems that
you had better move to other places for recuperation. You may travel a bit, enjoying
the beauties of nature in various parts of the country, as the season changes. Do some
light reading and don’t read serious works. Nor should you occupy yourself with state
affairs. Probably this is the way to get well quicker. You should be prepared to rest
for one, two or three years, not just several months. If you resume work too soon, you
will fall ill again. Your malady is similar to that of Comrades Chen Yun, Lin Biao and
Kang Sheng. Lin and Kang have completely recovered after long rests. Chen is also get-
ting better. These are examples to follow. Please remember me to Guyu. She should ac-
company you if you travel about for cure and rest. I hope you two will discuss my pro-
posal and come to a decision. By the way, I’m fairly well and there is no need to worry

about me.
Mao Zedong

TO DONG BIWU

September 8, 1961
Dear Comrade Biwu,

I have handwritten my poem “Mount Liupan” as requested. If you think it all right,

please send it to the comrades from Ningxia. If not, I will do it again.
Wishing you good health,
Mao Zedong

TO ZANG KEJIA

December 26, 1961
Dear Comrade Kejia,

Thank you very much for the letters you sent me. I am rather keen on the question
you raise. Unfortunately, I'm busy with work and cannot find time for it. Besides, I
have no right to speak on the question of poetry unless I make a study of it. So I'm
afraid you will have to wait for a little while.

With sincere regards,
Mao Zedong

TO ZHANG GAN

May 26, 1963
Dear Mr. Zhang,

Thank you for your two letters. Zhou Dunyuan has told me about your health and
I am worried about it. Please accept a few small presents from me as an aid to the
medicine you are taking.
Wishing you a speedy recovery,
Mao Zedong

(See facsimile, p. 135)

(See facsimile, p. 139)

(See facsimile, p. 141)

(See facsimile, p. 146)
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TO HUA LUOGENG
March 18, 1964

Dear Mr. Hua Luogeng,

I have received the poem and letter you sent me. They are full of lofty aspirations.
It is very gratifying to read them and I offer you my hearty congratulations.

With best wishes,
Mao Zedong

TO GAO HENG
March 18, 1964

Dear Mr. Gao,

I am very grateful to you for the books and poem you sent me together with the
two letters. I love to read what you have written so beautifully.

With kind regards,
Mao Zedong

TO ZHANG SHIZHAO
' June 26, 1965

Dear Mr. Zhang,

I have received your article which I admire for the spirit of justice it embodies.
The ancients say, “Give beautiful jade in return for a gift of peaches”. Please accept my
present of five catties of peaches and apricots each. And forgive me for acting contrari-
wise by sending peaches in return for your jade. How is Comrade Hanzhi? Please
convey my best wishes to her. 1 hope she will keep on striving and make steady prog-

ress.
Mao Zedong

TO GUO MORUO
July 18, 1965

Dear and revered Comrade Guo,

I am sending you both Mr. Zhang Xingyan’s letter and Mr. Gao Ershi’s article and
hope you will deal with them after giving them careful study. I am also sending here-
with my reply to Mr. Zhang’s letter. Polemical writings are better than none. I don’t

know whether you agree with me or not.

With sincere regards,
Mao Zedong

Please remember me to Comrade Liquu;

P.S. You can keep Mr. Zhang’s letter and Mr. Gao’s article, but please return my
reply to Mr. Zhang after you have gone over it.



TO YU LIQUN
July 26, 1965
Dear Comrade Liqun,

I have read with great pleasure the lettter you sent me on September 16, 1964 to-
gether with more than one hundred and fifty broad sheets of Xuancheng paper on which
with painstaking efforts you write by hand those inferior poems of mine. But what a
bureaucrat I have become when I didn’t even reply till a year later! This is really too
much, and I can only ask for your forgiveness. You write a beautiful hand, and it is a
good idea to practise calligraphy in order to give your brain a rest, have a little diver-
gsion and improve your health.

Wishing you a happy summer and revered Comrade Guo good health,

Mao Zedong (See facsimile, p. 164)
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TRANSLATORS’ NOTE

The letters have been translated into English by Cheng Zhengiu and Qiu Ke’an. The
translators wish to thank Comrade Sol Adler for going over the translations and making

valuable suggestions.
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