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PUBLISHER’S NOTE

This edition of “Ten Glorious Years” contains 19 articles written
by Liu Shao-chi, Vice-Chairman of the Central Committee of the
Chinese Communist Party and Chairman of the People’s Republic
of China, and other leaders of the Party and Government in
celebration of the tenth anniversary of the founding of the
People’s Republic. These articles give a thorough, systematic and

profound elucidation of the brilliant achievements that the

Chinese people have made, under the wise leadership of the
Chinese Communist Party and Comrade Mao Tse-tung, the great
leader of all the nationalities in China, in the socialist revolution
and on all fronts of socialist construction during these ten years.
These articles were selected from the book “The Tenth Anniver-
sary of the People’s Republic of China” published in Chinese
by the Peking People’s Publishing House, in December 1959,
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The Victory of Marxism-Leninism in China

Written for the journal World Marxist Review (Problems of Peace
and Socialism) in celebration of the tenth anniversary
of the People’s Republic of China

.Liu Shao-chi

Ten years have passed since the founding of the great Peo-
ple’s Republic of China. ‘

The Chinese revolution is the continuation of the great
October Révolution. The great October Revolution opened up
a new era in human history and began to change the face of
the world. The success of the Soviet Union in building so-
cialism, the viotory of the anti-fascist world war in which the
Soviet Union was the main force, and the founding of mahy
socialist states in Europe and Asia, all demonstrate the
irresistible historical law of the rise of socialism and the
decline of capitalism. The victory of the Chinese revolution
further changed the face of the world. The Chinese revolu-
tion made a very big breach on the imperialist front in the
Fast and dealt a fatal blow to the imperialist colonial system.
New China joined the socialist camp headed by the Soviet
Union. The Soviet Union, China and the other socialist coun-
tries form the big socialist family of unity and friendship
which embraces one-third of the world’s population and ex-
tends over a vast, compact land-mass in Europe and Asia,
The Chinese revolution has a great attraction for peoples in
all. the backward countries that have suffered, or are suffer-
ing, from imperialist oppression. They feel that they should
also be able to do what the Chinese have done. All this
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clearly shows that there has been a new change in the relative
strengths of capitalism and socialism in the world.

The victory of the Chinese revolution has brought about the
thorough liberation of China’s social productive forces and
has enabled China’s socialist construction to advance at top
speed, thus effecting rapid changes in the poverty and back-
wardness of China.

In the first three years following the liberation of the whole
country, from 1950 to 1952, China successfully completed

the task of rehabilitating the national economy and raised

its industrial and agricultural production generally up to and
beyond the highest levels ever achieved in old China. From
1953 to 1957 the Chinese people carried out the First Five-
Year Plan, which increased the total value of industrial output
by 141 per cent, of agricultural output by 25 per cent, and
raised the proportion of modern industry in the national
economy from 26.7 per cent in 1952 to 40 per cent in 1957.
The fulfilment of the First Five-Year Plan laid the preliminary
foundation of China’s industrialization. In 1958 we began
to implement the Second Five-Year Plan. The big leap in
the national economy took place in this year. The total
value of industrial output rose by 66 per cent and the total
value of agricultural output increased by 25 per cent over
1957. On the basis of last year’s big leap forward, this year

- is witnessing a continued leap forward. Compared with 1958,

it is planned that this year the total value of industrial and
agricultural production will increase by 20 per cent, the in-
crease in the total value of industrial output being 25.6 per
cent and that of agricultural output 10 per cent. The planned
output of major industrial and agricultural products such as
steel, coal, metallurgical equipment, electric power generating
equipment, metal-cutting machine tools, cotton yarn, timber,
grain and cotton will all fulfil, overfulfil or nearly fulfil their
respective 1962 targets originally set in the Second Five-Year
Plan. China’s lightning speed in developing its social produc-
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tive forces cannot be matched by any capitalist country and -
it certainly could never be dreamed of in old China.

Marx’s saying that “revolutions are the locomotives of his-
tory™ is absolutely correct. In China, without the democratic
revolution that overthrew imperialism, feudalism and
bureaucrat-capitalism, without the socialist revolution that
abolished the capitalist system, there could be no rapid
progress of modern industry, modern agriculture and modern
science and culture; no situation as the one that prevails today
when the people of the whole country are working for the
cause of socialism and communism vigorously and resolutely.
Revolution has brought the Chinese people boundless hope
and an extremely brilliant future. .

The victory of the Chinese people in the past ten years is
the victory of Marxism-Leninism, the victory of the leader-
ship of the Chinese Communist Party and the victory of tlfe
general lines of the Chinese Communist Party for democratic
revolution, for socialist revolution and for socialist construc-

on. :

" During the period of China’s democratic revolution, Com-
rade Mao Tse-tung repeatedly expounded the idea that “the
whole Chinese revolutionary movement led by the Chinese
Communist Party is a complete revolutionary movement
embracing the two revolutionary stages, democratic and
socialist. . . . We can give correct leadership to the Chinese
revolution only on the basis of a clear understanding of both
the differences between the democratic and socialist revolu-
tions and their interconnections.”® On the one hand, the right
opportunists in the Chinese revolution, like the Russian Men-
sheviks, set up a “Great Wall” between the democratic and
socialist revolutions, failed to see the interconnections of the

1K, Marx and F. Engels, Selected Works, Foreign Languages Pub-
lishing House, Moscow, 1951, Vol. 1, p. 198.

2Selected Works of Mao Tse-tung, Lawrence & Wishart, London, 1954,
Vol. III, p. 101.




two revolutions and the possible prospect, during the demo-
cratic revolution, of transforming it into a socialist revolution.
On the other hand, the “left” opportunists, like the Russian
Trotskyites, confused the distinction between the democratic
and socialist revolutions and would eliminate the bourgeoisie
and carry out the tasks of the socialist revolution in the stage
of the democratic revolution. Both of these two erroneous
tendencies cost the Chinese revolution dearly. Contrary to
“left” and right opportunism, the correct policy represented
by Comrade Mao Tse-tung in guiding the Chinese revolution
was: on the one hand, by following the Marxist-Leninist theory
of revolutionary development by stages, a clear distinction
was made between the revolutionary tasks of the two stages,
the democratic and socialist revolutions; on the other hand,
by following the Marxist-Leninist theory of uninterrupted
revolution, the two revolutions were closely linked together
and every means was sought during the stage of democratic
revolution to create the conditions for the future realization
of socialist revolution, so that the struggles of the socialist
revolution could be waged without interruption immediately
after the nation-wide victory of the democratic revolution.
The firm grasping of the hegemony in the democratic rev-
olution by the proletariat through the Communist Party is
the key to ensuring the thorough victory of the democratic
revolution and the successful switch-over from the demo-
cratic revolution to the socialist revolution. None of the
Chinese bourgeois political parties could put forward a
thoroughly anti-imperialist and anti-feudal programme, could
carry the Chinese democratic revolution to the end. Our
Party’s general line in leading the democratic revolution was
to unite all the forces that could be united and thoroughly
carry out the struggle against imperialism, feudalism and
bureaucrat-capitalism under the leadership of the proletariat
and on the basis of the worker-peasant alliance. This general
line is summed up and defined by Comrade Mao Tse-tung- as
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“the revolution of the masses of people, led by the proletariat,
to oppose imperialism, feudalism and bureaucrat-capitalism.’?

China was a big, backward country. Over 80 per cent of her
people lived in the rural areas; 70 per cent of this rural popula-
tion were poor peasants and farm labourers. The peasant
question was the central question in our democratic revolution.
The rule of reaction in old China was extremely barbarous.
The masses of the people had no rights whatsoever. Progres-
sive revolutionaries were subject to mass arrests and execution.
In the democratic revolutionary period, the Chinese Communist
Party, therefore, went deep into the villages and for 22 years
led the armed revolutionary struggle which used the villages to
encircle the cities. What the Party adopted was the mass line
policy of resolutely relying on the peasants’ political con-
sciousness and organized strength, mobilizing the peasants to
save themselves, to overthrow the landlords, to acquire land
and safeguard the land (this policy of the Party was carried
out continuously up to the land reform after the founding of
the People’s Republic of China); not the contrary bourgeois
policy of “bestowing” land on the peasants as a favour. This
enabled the Party to build powerful and reliable revolution-
ary bastions in the rural areas, to build up the revolutionary
army and revolutionary bases, gradually raise the revolution-
ary enthusiasm and revolutionary discipline of the broad
masses of impoverished peasants close to the level of the
revolutionary proletariat, and receive from them the con-
tinuous supply of manpower and material reserves needed by
the Party and the people’s army led by the Party. By de-
pending on rural revolutionary bases the Chinese Com-
munist Party waged the revolutionary war, and carried out
land reform and economic and cultural construction in rural
revolutionary bases. Essentially these were great, protracted
and recurrent rehearsals in preparation for the nation-wide
victory. These rehearsals educated the masses, tempered the

1From Talk at the Conference of Cadres from Shansi and Suiyuan.




army, stored up revolutionary strength, trained the cadres

and enabled the Party’s leadership to acquire rich experience
in all fields.

With the establishment of the closest alliance between the
proletariat and the peasant masses in the democratic revolu-
tion, we were able to solve the question of forming a revolu-
tionary united front with the national bourgeoisie in a correct
way. Taking China’s specific conditions into consideration,
we properly distinguished between the two sections of the
Chinese bourgeoisie: One was the bourgeoisie of bureaucrats
and compradors who were the tools of imperialism, defenders
of feudalism and its allies and the vicious enemy of the na-
tional democratic revolution against whom resolute struggles
must be waged. The other was the national bourgeoisie, who,
oppressed and pushed around by imperialism, feudalism and

bureaucrat-capitalism, desired an independent development of

the nation’s economy and therefore it was possible for them
to join the revolution or stay neutral in the revolution. But
they were also weak-kneed, had the dual character of being
revolutionary as well as reactionary, and often took a waver-
ing middle-of-the-road position. This made it necessary for
us, on the one hand, to unite with them under certain condi-
tions to carry on the revolution against imperialism, feudalism
and bureaucrat-capitalism; and on the other hand, &lso to
struggle against their proneness to compromises. By putting
such a united front policy into practice, we realized our aim
of expanding the revolutionary forces, winning over the
middle-of-the-road forces and isolating the reactionary forces;
solidly preserved the hegemony of the proletariat in the
revolution and rallied the broadest possible masses of the
people.

During the period of democratic revolution in China, neither
the right opportunists, who severed the connections between
the democratic revolution and the socialist revolution, nor the
“left” opportunists, who mixed the two up, understood how
great the significance of the peasant question was for our
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revolutionary cause; therefore, they were not able to handle
the question of the bourgeoisie correctly. The right oppor-
tunists pursued a policy of capitulation towards the bourgeoisie
and regarded the democratic revolution mainly as the concern
of the bourgeoisie. They did not rely on the worker-peasant
alliance, but mainly on the united front with the bour-
geoisie, and only united with them without waging the neces-
sary struggles. In doing so they gave up the hegemony of
the proletariat, thus causing the defeat of the revolution and
serious setbacks to the cause of the proletariat and the broad
masses when the bourgeoisie betrayed the revolution. Even
when the conditions for the victory of the revolution were
ripe and it was necessary to seize the opportunity to wage a
decisive struggle, the right opportunists did not have the
courage to strive for victory and even tried to prevent v.ic-
tory. The “left” opportunists did not feel like uniting with
all sorts of petty-bourgeois masses and the national bour-
geoisie; they wrongly regarded the middle-of-the-road forces
as the main target of their blows and denied the necessity
and possibility of uniting with, or neutralizing, the various
middle-of-the-road forces in the democratic re\{olution, They
only waged struggles against the national bourgeoisie, d'id not
properly unite with them and still less were they willing to
concentrate the fire against the main enemy by exploiting the
concrete contradictions among the enemies. This, too, resulted
in  abandoning the hegemony of the proletariat, leaving the
proletariat to carry on the struggle single-handed and render-
ing it impossible for the revolution to gain victory. The “left”
opportunists and the right opportunists had one thing in com-
mon: both of them ignored the revolutionary urge and per-
severance of the peasants and, during the reign of reaction,
denied that we could hold on in the countryside, establish
revolutionary bases there and finally succeed in seizing tl}e
cities by encircling them from the countryside. Under certain
conditions, therefore, the “left” opportunists and right oppor-
tunists could change positions. For instance, Comrade Wang
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Ming was the main exponent of the third “leftist” line during
the period of the Second Revolutionary Civil War in our coun-
try, but by the time of the War of Resistance to Japanese
Aggression, he became the main exponent of right opportunism.

In their struggles against “left” and right opportunism, the
Chinese Marxist-Leninists, headed by Comrade Mao Tse-tung,
have united the whole Party and have thus made the Chinese
revolution progress along a correct path and achieve one rev-
olutionary victory after .another. ,

The victory of the people’s revolution led by the Chinese
Communist Party thoroughly smashed the reactionary rule of
the Kuomintang in old China and the bureaucratic and war-
lord institutions it employed to oppress the people. This led
to the founding of the great People’s Republic in 1949 which
is essentially a dictatorship of the proletariat, and thus suc-
cessfully brought about the switch-over from the democratic
revolution to the. socialist revolution. As far as the niain
question of the revolution is concerned, i.e. the question of
state power, the founding of the People’s Republic of China
marked the end of the democratic revolution and the begin-
ning of the socialist revolution in China. While leading the
democratic revolution to victory, the Chinese proletariat firmly
established its political control of the state; therefore, there
was no longer any need to conduct another struggle for the
seizure of state power to ensure the victory of socialism. The
reason for this is that during the democratic revolution our

-Party never forgot for a moment that our final goal is to carry
out' the socialist revolution and throughout the protracted
struggles of the democratic revolution it already paid close
attention to the establishment and consolidation of the hege-
mony of the proletariat.

In March 1949, on the eve of the nation-wide victory, Com-
rade Mao Tse-tung, speaking at the Second Plenafy Session
of the Seventh Central Committee of the Chinese Communist
Party, pointed out that after the nation-wide victory of the
Chinese revolution, the main external contradiction would still

be the contradiction between the Chinese people and imperial-
ism, while at home, the main contradiction between the
Chinese people, on the one hand, and the landlord class and
bureaucrat-capitalists, on the other, would give way to the
contradiction between the working class and the bourgeoisie,
that is, the contradiction between socialism and capitalism.
He also set forth a series of fundamental policies for the resolu-
tion of this contradiction. In the early years following the
nation-wide victory, although it was still necessary for the
Chinese people to continue to carry out the tasks left over from
the period of the democratic revolution, mainly the task of
implementing land reform over a large part of the country
to eliminate the feudal landlord class, the transition to social-
ism had actually begun in 1949. With the support of the
broad masses of the people and the power of the state, the
Chinese proletariat confiscated bureaucrat-capital, kept a firm
hold on the essential economic mainsprings of the state, ener-
getically established a powerful socialist state economy and
secured its leading position in the entire national economy.
Towards the end of 1952, when the tasks of restoring the
national economy and clearing away the survivals of feudal-
ism had been in the main fulfilled, the Central Committee of
the Chinese Communist Party headed by Comrade Mao Tse-
tung put forward the general line for the period of transition,
that is, the general line of simultaneous development of so-
cialist revolution and socialist construction, and set forth the
task of realizing the socialist transformation of agriculture,
handicraft industry, and capitalist industry and commerce step
by step, throughout the country, and the task of realizing the
socialist industrialization of the country step by step. This
general line was put forward at the time when the Chinese
people were in the thick of the great war to resist U.S. aggres-
sion and aid Korea. We resolutely fought the U.S. imperial-
ists who tried to strangle New China, rallied the entire nation
and won great victories in the struggle. At the same time,




on the home front, we carried on socialist transformation and
construction without interruption. ‘

This general line of the Chinese Communist Party was a
line to lead Chinese society in its transition from the com-
plicated economic structure of that time, which embraced not
only socialist economy but also capitalist and individual
economies, to a homogeneous socialist economic structure. At
that time some people denied the necessity of the transition
:‘.o- socialism. They either attempted to develop capitalism
in China and follow the old capitalist road, or tried to halt
the revolution and preserve for a long time to come the status
quo — with the socialist economy and capitalist economy exist-
ing side by side. The Marxist-Leninist general line of the

Party affirmed the necessity of the transition from capitalism = §

to socialism and thus rejected the various erroneous rightist
viewpoints. At the same time, this Marxist-Leninist general
line of the Party also affirmed that the transition to socialism
must be gradual and that the socialist transformation of
~capitalist industry and commerce must also be gradual and
thus rejected the erroneous “leftist” viewpoint which hoped
to make a clean sweep of capitalism overnight.

In effecting the socialist transformation of agriculture, of
capitalist industry and commerce, we took a series of steps
characteristic of our national peculiarities, in the light of the
specific conditions in our country.

Three successive steps were taken in the socialist trans-
formation of our agriculture. Step one: the land reform was
immediately followed by the extensive development of mutual-
aid organizations for collective labour on the basis of the indi-
vidual economy. These mutual-aid organizations which were
in the nature of embryonic socialism had already emerged in
the revolutionary bases at an earlier period. Step two: this
was again immediately followed by the development, on the
_basis of the mutual-aid movement, of agricultural producers’
co-operatives with their special features of pooling the land
as shares and unified management. These co-operatives were
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semi-socialist in nature, since the land and the principal means
of production were still privately owned, We called them
agricultural producers’ co-operatives of the elementary type.
Step three: the collectivization of the land and the principal
means of production and the establishment of agricultural
producers’ co-operatives entirely socialist in nature, which
were known as agricultural producers’ co-operatives of ‘the

advanced type.
There were at one time controversies between different

viewpoints within our Party on the question of agricultural
co-operation,

One viewpoint was that the level of our industrialization
was still very low and that we were not yet in a position to
effect the mechanization of agriculture, so it was impossible
and improper to introduce agricultural co-operation too soon.
The facts, however, have exploded this viewpoint. We carried
out the task of agricultural co-operation in the virtual absence
of mechanization.

Another viewpoint was that the rapid realization of co-
operation would inevitably lower agricultural production. The
facts have exploded this viewpoint too. In the course of
agricultural co-operation and afterwards, China’s agricultural
production continued to rise, and at considerable speed at that,
rather than decline.

Still another viewpoint was that the realization of agricul-
tural co-operation at such high speed would impair the unity
of the peasants, or, in other words, that in addition to the
rich peasants, the well-to-do middle peasants would also feel
dissatisfied with us or even oppose us while only those peas-
ants who were relatively worse off would support us. The
facts have exploded this viewpoint too. Thanks to our policy
of uniting with the well-to-do middle peasants and the policy
of paying compensation in annual instalments to the well-to-
do middle peasants who joined the co-operatives with their
large farm implements and draught animals, and thanks to
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the rise in the production of the co-operatives year by year,
the overwhelming majority of the well-to-do middle peasants
* were satisfied in the main with agricultural co-operation.

In short, the facts have shown that our method of “striking
the iron while it is hot,” setting up without. delay typical
examples ‘for the rest to follow and popularizing them step
by step to carry out agricultural co-operation immediately
after the land reform, is a good Marxist-Leninist policy. If
we had kept the revolution at a standstill after the land referm,
let the spontaneous forces of capitalism in the countryside
grow, and allowed the polarization of the peasantry into two
extremes, we would have faced fairly strong resistance and
met with much greater difficulties in carrying out agricultural
co-operation at a later date. - .

How did we realize the socialist transformation of caﬁitalist_,

industry and commerce? We did this mainly by carrying out
the policy of utilizing, restricting and transforming capitalist
industry and commerce, and through various forms of state
capitalism, achieving the aim of socialist natjonalization.
Generally speaking, the initial form of state _éapitalism was to
supply private capitalist industries with raw materials, to place
orders with them for processing and manufacturing goods and
let the state enterprises exclusively purchase and market their
goods. As to private capitalist commercial enterprises, they
were allowed to serve as retail distributors or commission
agents for the state. The higher form of state capitalism was
to place private capitalist enterprises under joint state-private
management ~— beginning with the conversion of individuél
concerns into joint state-private enterprises and going on to
the placing of capitalist enterprises under joint state-private
management by whole trades, paying the capitalists a fixed
rate of interest for a definite number of years.

There were also some controversies between different view-
points. within our Party on the socialist transformation of
capitalist industry and commerce. ‘
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One view held that capitalist industry and commerce should
only be utilized but should not be restricted and transformed,
or that we had placed too many restrictions and had carried
out the transformation too hastily. This was in effect an
attempt to preserve the capitalist system for a long period
of time. It is impossible for the capitalist system of exploita-
tion and the socialist system of public ownership to live side
by side for long in one and the same society — one must
defeat the other.

Another view contended that we had “compromised too
much” since we not only had carried out the transformation
of capitalist industry and commerce in a step-by-step process,
but had also practised redemption, given the bourgeoisie the
right to vote and given a definite political status to the repre-
sentatives of the bourgeoisie. They held that it was imper-
missible in principle to continue to maintain a united front
with the national bourgeoisie after the victory of the Chinese
revolution. They asked that we apply the same .policy to-
wards the national bourgeoisie as we did towards the land-
lord class and the bureaucrat-capitalist class, i.e., to conflscate
the property of the national bourgeoisie or to adopt simple
policies which would quickly squeeze capitalist industry and
commerce out of the national economy, and to deprive the
capitalists of the right to vote. These people forgot that it is
advantageous to the proletariat to adopt the policy of redemp-
tion in certain concrete historical conditions. Marx and Lenin
had expressed this view many times. Regarding the guestion
that the dictatorship of the proletariat does not necessarily
have to deprive the bourgeoisie of the right to vote, Lenin,
too, referred to it in Proletarian Revolution and the Renegade
Kautsky. He said: “The question of restricting the franchise
is a nationally specific and not a general question of the dic-

tatorship.”?

1V, 1. Lenin, Selected Works, Foreign Lahguages Publishing House,
Moscow, 1952, Vol. II, Part 2, p. 64.
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Have we adopted a policy of “class collaboration” in handling

the contradiction between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie?
Certainly not. Such doubts represent a misunderstanding or
distortion resulting from complete ignorance of Marxism-
Leninism. As a matter of fact, the policy of uniting with
the national bourgeoisie and struggling with it, which we
adopted to resolve this contradiction, is a very firm proletarian
class policy which has nothing in common with the policy
of “class collaboration.” The success of our socialist trans-
formation proves this fully.

In short, our policy of socialist transformation of capitalist
industry and commerce has enabled us to reduce the opposi-
tion to the transformation, and in the course of the gradual
transformation, to use capitalism conditionally to serve social-
ism, so as to facilitate the progress of socialist construction.
As a result, we have been able to eliminate capitalism com-
pletely in the ownership of the means of production, and we
shall transform the bourgeois elements gradually into work-
ing people earning their own living. Of course, this too is
good Marxist-Leninist policy which fully suits Chinese con-
ditions.

The method of gradual transition which we adopted in the
socialist transformation of agriculture and of capitalist indus-
try and commerce did not prolong the time of transformation,
as some people alleged. On the contrary, the transformation
was carried out very rapidly. By the second half of 1955 we
had already set up agricultural co-operatives of the advanced
type throughout the countryside, and immediately afterwards,
in 1956, we converted capitalist industrial and commercial
concerns ‘into joint state-private enterprises by whole trades,
* and at the same time organized the handicraftsmen into co-
operatives, This means that in less than seven years after
the founding of the People’s Republic of China we accom-
plished in the main the socialist transformation of agriculture,
handicrafts and capitalist industry and commerce, and basic-
ally solved the question of “who will win” in the owner-
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ship of the means of production. In the course of fulfilling
this task, practically no destruction was involved and industrial
and agricultural production rose steadily.

Has the socialist revolution in China come to an end with
the completion of the socialist transformation of the owner-
ship of the means of production? Some people think it has,
and that there is no need to carry on any revolution what-
soever. We think this viewpoint is wrong. The socialist
revolution has not yet ended, it must go on and it must be
carried on to the end. Today the capitalists in our country
are still receiving a fixed rate of interest.. Economically the
contradiction between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie as
two classes has not been entirely eliminated. Even if the
bourgeoisie as a class has disappeared economically, the bour-
geois world outlook, the political influences of the bourgeoisie
and the force of bourgeois and petty-bourgeois habits will con-
tinue to exist for a long time in conflict with the socialist sys-
tem. The bourgeois rightists, particularly, will take advantage
of all this and launch attacks against socialism whenever they
have the opportunity and plot for the restoration of capitalism.
At times their attacks can still be extremely frantic. That is
why we cannot limit the socialist revolution to the economic
front; it must be carried out on the political and ideological
fronts as well. In his On the Correct Handling of Contradic-
tions Among the People Comrade Mao Tse-tung pointed thls
out clearly. He said:

The class struggle between the proletariat and the bour-
geoisie, the class struggle between various political forces,
and the class struggle in the ideological field between the
proletariat and the bourgeoisie will still be long and devious
and at times may even become very acute. The proletariat
seeks to transform the world according to its own world
outlook, so does the bourgeoisie. In this respect, the ques-
tion whether socialism or capitalism will win is still not
really settled. Marxists are still a minority of the entire
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population as well as of the intellectuals. Marxism there- ]

fore must still develop: through struggle.! .
The political and ideological struggle between the proletariat

and the bourgeoisie is' unavoidable throughout the period of

transition. But such struggles are like waves, with ups and

downs. Sometimes they become acute and at other times they .

are .rmld.. .Such struggles will disappear only when the bour-
geois political and ideological influences are finally wiped out
To carry on the sécialist revolution to the end Comradé
Mao Tse-tung suggested that we should distinguisil between
tx.ivo types of contradictions of different natux:es—contradic-
tions between ourselves and the enemy and contradictions
among t}.xe people —and that we should employ different
methodg. in approaching and dealing with these two types of
contradxctions. ‘He also put forward the policy of “letting a
hundred flowers blossom and a hundred schools of thought
cor.lten'd.” In 1957 our Party launched the rectification cam-
paign in the whole Party and among the whole people to read-~
Just. the relations among the people and waged a struggle
against the frantic attack of the bourgeois- rightists %‘ghe
result was that the enthusiasm and initiative of the ma'sses of
the I?eopl‘e to build socialism was greatly sparked and the
react?onary influences of the exploiting classes in the political
and ideological fields were dealt a heavy blow and greatl
weakened. On this basis our Party put forward the poli y
of “po'litics in command,” strengthened the leadership of tlcxz
Party in economic and other work, and adjusted the relations

between the central and the local governments, between the

leaders and the led, as well as relations in other fields. At the
same time the Party presented to the whole nation the slogan
of “toppling superstitions, emancipating the mind, promoting
the communist style of thinking, speaking and acting boldly,”
encouraged experiments of a revolutionary character and rnas’s

IMao Tse-tung, On the Correct H i
ung, andling of Contradictions Among the
People, Foreign Languages Press, Peking, 1059, pp. 50-51. 7
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innovations and creation of a mass character,'and guided the
people to revise and abolish those rules and regulations that
are no longer suitable. ' In order to carry out the revolution
in education, the Party put forward the policy of education
in the service of proletarian politics and the integration of
education with productive labour. As a result of all these
revolutionary measures, “a vigorous and lively political situa~
tion in which there are both centralism and democracy, both
discipline and freedom, and both unity of will and personal
ease of mind,” as Comrade Mao Tse-tung described it, has
been developing ever more extensively in our country. In
the spring of 1958 our Party put forward the timely general
line of “going all out, aiming high and achieving greater, faster;
better and more economical results to build socialism.” .
Inspired by the Party’s general line for socialist construc-
tion, the people throughout the country were high in spirit
and strong in morale so that a big leap forward was effected
in the national economy and people’s commupes were estab-
lished throughout the countryside in 1958. ! Unprecedented
achievements were also made in the development of science,
technology, culture and education. This is the result of carry=~
ing the socialist revolution to the end and correctly handling
contradictions among the people and thereby releasing the
social productive forces thoroughly. . '

There have been controversies between different views with-
in our Party on the questions of distinguishing between the
two types of contradictions, the big leap forward and the
péople’s communes. Under the leadership of Comrade Mao
Tse-tung, our Party has resolutely upheld the correct line,
repudiated various erroneous views within the Party and has
therefore been able to unite the entire Party and people
throughout the country and continuously win new victories in
the cause of socialism. C :

Some people say that while it is understandable that con-
tradictions exist between ourselves and the enemy in the period
of transition, it is hard to understand that contradictions among
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the people should exist under socialism. They hold that there |

is no need to draw a line between the two types of contradic-

tions — the contradictions between ourselves and the enemy
and the contradictions among the people. This view is wrong.

Drawing a.clear-cut line between the two types of contradic-
tions is of great theoretical and practical significance for the
correct carrying out of the class struggle under the dictator-
ship of the proletariat and for the correct handling of the
various contradictions among the labouring people that do not
fall into the category of the class struggle.

In present-day China, there exist not only contradictions be-
tween ourselves and the enemy, but also a large number of
contradictions among the labouring people. For example, the
contradictions arising from the differences between the work-
ing class and the peasantry and between mental and manual
labour, from the remnant habits and ideological influences of
the exploiting classes among the labouring people, etc. As to
the contradictions between the social productive forces and

. the relations of production, the contradictions between the
economic base and the superstructure, and the contradictions
that arise from the differences between the correct and er-
roneous views of the people and between the advanced and
the backward, they have always existed. They exist now and
they will exist for ever. It is only that in socialist society,
the character of these contradictions and the method of re-
solving them differ fundamentally from those in class society.
The view that under the socialist system, or when mankind
enters’ classless communist society, there will no longer be
any contradictions among the people runs counter to Marxism-
Leninism and is entirely wrong. _

- All types of contradictions that exist in society will inevi-
tably find expression in the political and economic life of our
country and in our inner Party life. Therefore, we must
learn to recognize and handle these contradictions correctly.
Only thus can we thoroughly eliminate the hostile anti-socialist
forces, complete the transformation of members of the bour-
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geoisie and the upper strata of the petty bourgeoisie and their
intellectuals, adjust the relations among the people, and carry
our cause forward successfully. In socialist society and com-
munist society, the unity and struggle of contradictions and
the resolution of contradictions are still the driving force of
social progress. i

Under the dictatorship of the proletariat, neglecting to make
a clear distinction between these two types of contradictions of
different natures will give rise to the following wrong tend-
encies: Failing to see contradictions between ourselves and
the enemy, or taking these to be contradictions among the
people, not knowing that in handling such contradictions the
method of dictatorship, i.e., the method of isolating, splitting
up, punishing and suppression, should be used, and, instead
of this, using the method of handling contradictions among
the people to handle contradictions between ourselves and the
enemy — this will inevitably make people commit mistakes.
On the other hand, failing to see contradictions among the
people, exaggerating contradictions between ourselves and the
enemy and taking contradictions among the people to be con-
tradictions between ourselves and the enemy, not knowing that
in handling contradictions among the people the democratic
method, i.e., the method of “starting from a desire for unity
and resolving contradictions through criticism or struggle, so
as to achieve a new unity on a new basis,” should be used
and, instead of this, using the method of handling contradic-
tions between ourselves and the enemy, i.e., the high-handed
method, and not the method of persuasion, to handle contra-
dictions among the people— this will also inevitably make
people commit mistakes. Besides, each of the two ty;.)e.s of
contradictions can turn into the other under certain condltlo‘ns.
If they do become so transformed, but our methods of hax:xdlmg
them do not change correspondingly, we will also unavoidably
commit mistakes. There are quite a few instances of our com-
rades committing mistakes on this question, and therefore it
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is vitally necessary to acquire a serious understanding of this
question.

Some people say that our adoption of the policy of “letting
a hundred flowers blossom and a hundred schools of thought
contend” is tantamount to the adoption of the policy of bour-
geois “liberalism,” or the policy of so-called ‘liberalization.”
There are also some people who worry lest our implementa-
tion of such a policy should help the anti-socialist poisonous
weeds grow and result in bourgeois ideas running riot. All
these people are thinking in a wrong way.

We have pursued this policy because we have full conﬁdence
in the Party’s leadership, in the great majority of the mass
of the people, in the superiority of the socialist system and
in the truth of Marxism. To adopt this policy is by no means
to implement the bourgeois policy of “liberalization,” but to
pursue an extremely firm class policy of the proletariat. Our
purpose in adopting this policy is to promote the development
and flourishing of science, art and culture and the develop-
ment of Marxism and socialist ideology guided by Marxism.

" The purpose of carrying out this policy at a time when bour-
geois ideological influences still exist in society is to help the
proletariat defeat the bourgeoisie politically and ideologically,
to eliminate its influence, and not to permit bourgeois ideology
to run riot. This policy also applies to the correct handling
of contradictions among the people in the political sphere In
a socialist society, Marxist ideology still has to develop in the
struggle with all kinds of non-Marxist ideologies; socialist
ideology still has to extend its own hold in the struggle with
all kinds of bourgeois and petty-bourgeois ideologies. As to
the various views held among the people, we must allow them
to be fully expressed and they must be fully debated by using
the methods of criticism and reasoning. Only in this way can
correct views be advanced, erroneous views overcome and the
issues truly settled.

- It is true that the bourgeoisie will make use of this policy
of “letting a hundred flowers blossom and a hundred schools
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of thought contend” to engage in anti-socialist activities.
However, under present conditions in China, the proletariat
has the upper hand in every aspect. We have nothing to fear
from the bourgeoisie using this slogan to wage their struggle
against the proletariat. We have never recognized anti-
socialist utterances and acts of the bourgeoisie as being legal
under the proletarian dictatorship. We have always openly
declared that in our garden, the hundred flowers of socialism
should be in full bloom and that the anti-socialist poisonous
weeds should be weeded out. The question is: what means
should we use to weed out the anti-socialist poisonous weeds
effectively? In a socialist society, so long as the political and
ideological influence of the bourgeoisie has not been wiped-
out, anti-socialist bourgeois poisonous weeds will exist objec-
tively and will often appear in the guise of fragrant flowers
of socialism. When people lack experience in struggling
against poisonous weeds, they are often not so good at dis-
tinguishing them from fragrant flowers. It is even possible
that they greet a disguised anti-socialist poisonous weed as a
fragrant flower of socialism. In certain branches of our cul-
tural work, some comrades at one time only allowed what they
considered to be fragrant flowers to grow for fear that poi-
sonous weeds might appear. As a result, many fragrant
flowers beneficial to socialism were mistaken for poisonous
weeds and their growth was thwarted. On the other hand,
many harmful poisonous weeds were able to grow surrepti-
tiously in disguise. The ideas of these comrades were wrong
and childish. As a matter of fact, it is those anti-socialist
poisonous weeds which are hidden or appear in disguise that
are the more harmful to the proletarian dictatorship. It is
not a bad thing to let poisonous weeds come out in their true
colours. On the contrary, it is a very good thing. For only
by so doing can the mass of people be trained to discern a
poisonous weed and develop their ability to fight against poi-
sonous weeds and thus the aim of letting a hundred flowers
of socialism blossom and weeding out the anti-socialist poi-
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sonous weeds can be achieved. This was the method that "*
we used to fight the bourgeois rightists in 1957 and, by relying
on the mass of the people, repulse the ferocious attacks of }

the rightists.

The facts have shown that the policy of “letting a hundred |

flowers blossom and a hundred schools of thought contend”
has indeed strengthened the leadership of Marxism in the
realm of ideology and has not in the least weakened that
position of leadership. It has enhanced the ability of the
mass of people to struggle against reactionary ideologies and
not weakened that ability in the slightest.
conditions in China, this policy benefits the proletariat and
operates to the disadvantage of the bourgeoisie, which is op-
posed to socialism.

In 1958, the Chinese people created a situation in which
the national economy made a big leap forward. The facts
of this big leap forward are undeniable. However, certain
people assert that our country’s big leap forward in 1958 is
an abnormal phenomenon, that organizing mass movements
in economic construction can only cause dislocation in pro-
duction and that even though a temporary leap forward may
be effected it will inevitably result in such disproportions in
the national economy that it will be impossible to keep the
leap forward going. This point of view is entirely wrong.

In carrying on economic construction, is it a good thing
or not to organize mass movements? Our socialist construc-
tion is based on the conscious effort of millions of people. It
would be impossible to have vigorous socialist construction
without bringing into full play the creative energy of the
masses. Our country’s 650 million people who are liberated,
united and organized are a truly great creative force. In the
mass campaign to make iron and steel last year, tens of mil-
lions of people neglected their sleep and meals and paid no
attention to material remuneration. They were in the highest
of gpirits and showed boundless enthusiasm and communist
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Under existing §

daring in building a new life. The net result of all this is
that a rational distribution of the iron and steel industry
throughout the country has been brought about gradually and
its development accelerated. In the same way, it was through
large-scale mass movements and by bringing mass initiative
into full play that we built the myriads of small and medium-
sized water conservancy projects and the hundreds of thou-
sands of small and medium-sized enterprises which now dot
the entire country. By mobilizing the masses and pressing
ahead with socialist emulation campaigns — under the slogan
of “emulating the advanced, overtaking the advanced, and
learning from the advanced!” — many large enterprises have
been able to bring about a rapid rise in production capacity
and labour productivity and many construction projects were
able to greatly economize on investments and were completed
ahead of schedule. The facts prove that by mobilizing the
masses to work on the front of socialist construction, we can
make our national economy grow by leaps and bounds.

It is by no means fortuitous that these mass movements
have come about. To bring about a speedy change in.China’s
poverty and backwardness is the strong urge of the 650 mil-
lion people of our country. Since they have become liberated
under the socialist system, this urge is transformed inevitably
into action and becomes a powerful and irresistible material
force. With correct leadership, such mass movements can
certainly become the most dynamic and constant factor facil-
itating the economic leap forward of our country. Our mass
movements are launched under the centralized guidance of
the Party. Party guidance means integrating political work
with economic work, integrating the political education of the
masses with material incentives and placing politics in
command, making it the driving force. Hence it becomes pos-
sible under the Party’s guidance to organize the mass move-
ments for socialist construction and keep them going, bring-
ing the initiative of the people into fullest play in the work
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of construction. Our national economy will continue to leap y

forward without pause as long as we lead the masses always
to go all out and aim high and rely on the workers, peasants
and technicians to carry out the technical and cultural rev-
olutions so as to continuously introduce more modern imple-
ments and expand the application of modern techniques in
production. There can be no doubt about this.

When a mass movement is in full swing, some production
regimes will be upset. But the mass movement upsets only
those outdated regimes which hinder the expansion of pro-
duction; at the same time it establishes new regimes which
stimulate production. In 1958 we introduced through mass
movements many readjustments in human relations in our
enterprises. We introduced the system of workers participat-
ing in management and cadres participating in productive
labour, and also the system of closely integrating under the
leadership of the Party committees the work of the leading
cadres, the workers and the technical and management per-
sonnel. Under proper guidance rules and regulations which
had outlived their usefulness were changed. All this helped
greatly to raise the level of management and production in
our enterprises. The socialist system is not something petri-
fied and fixed for all time, By changing the old order of
things and introducing new ones under guidance, the advan-
tages of the socialist system are developed and brought into
full play. But to do this, we must rely on the masses; we
must struggle against the force of habits which hinders the
growth of the productive forces; and we must make con-
tinuous readjustments in the relations of production and the
superstructure so that they can fit in with the needs of the
growing social productive forces. So long as we do this, we
shall be able to spur the swift advance of technical reforms
and the technical revolution, stimulate the speedy growth of
the social productive forces of our country and.maintain a
continued leap forward in the national economy.
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Lenin once said:

‘It is important to realize how infinitely mendacious. is
the ordinary bourgeois conception of socialisn'.l as sor.nethmg
lifeless, petrified, fixed once for all, whereas in reality only
under socialism will a rapid, genuine, really mass forward
movement, embracing first the majority and then the .Whole
of the population, commence in all spheres of public and
personal life.}

In the big leap forward which started in 1958, we are actually
witnessing the emergence of such a mass forward movement
in our country. Those who are critical of the mass movement
stand aloof from it. They find fault with it, dampen the en-
thusiasm of the masses and spread feelings of despondency,
dissatisfaction and pessimism. Their attitude towards. the
mass movement has nothing in common with t.he hlglfly
enthusiastic attitude which one expects of a Communist. Theirs
is the lordly attitude of the bourgeoisie.

- Some people assert that the adoption of a lgap forward
rate of advance goes against objective economic laws and
will give rise to disproportions in the various branches of. the
national economy. But the facts controvert these assertions.
Our leap forward is a new thing appearing in our c.ountry that
fits in exactly with socialist economic laws. Objective econom~
ic laws cannot be violated; they must be observed. If those
laws are violated it is impossible for the nation.al economy to
develop by leaps and bounds. The general }u_le laid down
by our Party comprises the whole set of pollcle:e, known as
“simultaneous development.” They are: the Sfmultaneous
development of industry and agriculture and. the sm}ultar}e(?us
development of heavy and light industries, while giving
priority to heavy industry; the simultaneous dc?velop.ment of
national and local industries und of large, medium-sized and
small enterprises and the simultaneous employment of modern

1V, I. Lenin, op. cit, Vol. II, Part 1, p. 303.
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and indigenous methods of production under centralized leader- b

ship, with over-all planning, proper division of labour and
co-ordination. This set of policies later on received the
popular name of “walking on two legs.”
policies will avoid various types of one-sidedness in the leap
forward of the national economy, such as emphasizing the im-
portance of industry to the neglect of agriculture, emphasizing

the importance of heavy industry to the neglect of light indus- §

try, emphasizing the importance of large enterprises to the
neglect of medium-sized and small ones, emphasizing the
importance of unified management of industries by the central
authorities to the neglect of the initiative of local authorities
in the development of industry, and emphasizing the impor-
tance of modern methods of production to the neglect of
indigenous methods of production, and so on. That is to say,
while developing the national economy at high speed, the
general line of our Party calls for a unity of objective pos-
sibility and subjective activity, due attention to the various
kinds of proportions and observance of objective economic
laws. Since the big leap forward last year, harmonious and
suitable proportions, in general, exist between the various
branches of the national economy, between industry and agri-
culture, between heavy and light industries, and between
consumption and accumulation. Although certain isolated,
partial and temporary disproportions occurred, they were
quickly discovered and overcome. Such isolated, partial and
temporary disproportions will crop up from time to time, and
if they do, they are easy to overcome. Correct implementa-
tion of the general line of the Party and the policies of, “simul-
taneous development” is a guarantee against the occurrence
of long-term, over-all disproportions.

It goes without saying that we must do a good job of
economic planning to enable, as far as possible, the various
branches of the national economy to spurt ahead in harmony.
We want both high speed. and over-all balance. This is not
easy to achieve; in high-speed development it is more likely
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that certain imbalances will occur, We should not, however,
give way to “fear of the wolf in front and the tiger behind,”
vainly hoping for a haven of peace by adopting the method
of reducing speed unjustifiably to achieve a balance. So long
as we pay attention to summing up our -experience and
seriously study objective economic laws, balance can afnd
should be achieved while developing our economy at high
speed.

pThe speed of development of the national economy f:annot
possibly be the same every year. It may be higher in one
year and lower in another. This is a normal state of affairs.
But it can be stated positively that our economy will continue
to grow year by year and that we can maintain the speed of
the leap forward in its development. '

Those who find fault with our big leap forward and the
mass movement also find fault with our rural people’s com-
munes. They maintain that the people’s communes were set
up “much too. soon,” are “in a mess” and “outstep the level
of social development and the level of the people’s political
consciousness.” There is no valid ground at all for such
charges.

It is wrong to regard the growth of the people’s communes
as lacking objective necessity. Those who do so fail to see
that the people’s communes are a new form of social organiza-
tion which has grown up on the basis of the advanced agri-
cultural producers’ co-operatives. This form of social organi-
zation was created by the hundreds of millions of Chinese
peasants to meet the needs of growing productive forces. It
is the product of the big growth of agricultural production,
which took place during the big leap forward of 1958 along
with the great extension of water conservancy work, the peas-
ants’ enthusiasm in running industries and the great upsurge
of socialist consciousness among the peasants. The mass of
Chinese peasants have seen that the building of water con-
servancy works and industries, the comprehensive develop-
ment of a diversified rural economy and the practice of co-
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ordinatipn in the work of building various kinds of fairly large
productive projects must necessarily exceed the scope of the !

original agricultural producers’ co-operatives and require that |
certain kinds of new relations of production and new forms |
of organization should be established on the basis of develop- 4
ing the original agricultural producers’ co-operatives. This is |
the people’s commune. A people’s commune has at its dis- |
posal the manpower of several thousand and even around ten |
thousand households and several tens of thousands or even |
over a hundred thousand mou! of land, is able to deploy man- |
power and utilize natural resources more rationally for the
development of the rural economy and facilitate the gradual |

n‘1echanization and electrification of agriculture. The educa-
tional and cultural services and collective welfare establish-

ments urgently needed by the peasant masses can also be “)

extensively developed in the people’s communes. A great
economy in labour has been achieved as a result of the setting
up of such collective welfare establishments as community
dining-rooms and kindergartens. In particular a very great
number of women are freed from household chores. Only
one year has passed since the rural people’s communes were
established, but they have fully demonstrated in practice their

immense vitality. That is why the people’s commune move-

ment is a great mass movement that meets the need of the
Chinese peasants to develop the rural economy rapidly and
transform the poverty-stricken and backward face of the
Chinese countryside, a mass movement which conforms to the
laws of historical development under the conditions obtaining
- in China. Such a mass movement is not something that can
emerge because somebody shouts for it, nor will it collapse
because somebody opposes it.

Some people hold that because the people’s communes as
they now stand still have socialist collective ownership, there
is not much difference between them and the agricultural

10ne mou is equivalent to 1/15 hectare or 1/6 acre—Tr.
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producers’ co-operatives and therefore there is no need fo
establish them. Such.people fail to see that a new content
is added on the basis of the original advanced agricultural
producers’ co-operatives and so a vast difference exists be-
tween the two. Within the people’s commune, industry, agri-
culture, trade, education and military affairs are integrated
(agriculture comprises farming, forestry, livestock raising, rural
side lines and fishery); it organizes production as well as the
livelihood of its members, and the basic unit of state power
in the countryside is merged with the people’s commune ad-
ministration — all these things were absent in the advanced
agricultural producers’ co-operative. Of particular importance
is the fact that although ownership in the people’s commune
is still socialist collective ownership and although the collec-
tive ownership of the production brigade which corresponds
to the original advanced agricultural producers’ co-operative
is the basic form of ownership while only part of the owner-
ship is vested in the commune as a whole, this part of the
ownership now vested in the people’s commune did not exist
in the advanced agricultural producers’ co-operative and this
already contains certain elements of ownership by the whole
people. As the commune is able every year to draw suitable
sums for its accumulation fund from the income of the pro-
duction brigades, to be put to the use of commune-run enter-
prises, and as the commune-run enterprises are developed and
the state extends help to the commune, that part of the owner-
ship vested in the commune will be gradually enlarged, until
it becomes the basic form of ownership, while the produc-
tion brigades only retain a part of the ownership. Although
at present only part of the ownership is vested in the people’s
commune as a whole, it is this part of the ownership which
holds its greatest hopes and prospects. When that part of
the ownership now vested in the people’s commune as a whole
becomes the basic form of ownership, a reliable foundation
will have been laid for the transition from socialist collective
ownership to socialist ownership by the whole people in the
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countryside. As to the distribution system in the people’s
communes, at the present time they implement, in the main,

a wage system based on the principle “to each according to .

his work” and at the same time they adopt a supply system
which to some extent embodies the rudiments of the prin-
ciple of “to each according to his needs.” This also did not
exist in the original agricultural producers’ co-operatives.

Many people’s communes have put into effect a supply system {

which provides members with a suitable amount of free sup-
plies. (Generally speaking, these free allocations constitute 20
to 30 per cent of the total incomes of the members.) At pres-
ent its main purpose is to ensure that provision is made for
the livelihood of those who are not able-bodied and of the
children. This is a very good method of implementing social
insurance in our rural areas and of helping families which
have more children or have other heavy burdens. It meets
the present actual needs of life of the peasant masses. Of
course, this does not yet signify implementation of the com-
munist principle “to each according to his needs.”

Some people are of the opinion that people’s communes can
only be communist in nature and must fully adopt the prin-
ciple “to each according to his needs,” otherwise, they cannot
be called people’s communes. They therefore regard the set-
ting up of people’s communes under present conditions as
merely a utopian measure divorced from reality. They give
a completely mechanical interpretation to the nature of the
people’s communes. They do not understand that our present
people’s communes in the rural areas are a form of basic social
organization, possessing all the above-mentioned special fea-
tures; that this form of social organization, therefore, has very
great flexibility and is capable of accommodating productive
forces at different levels in both socialist and communist so-
ciety and their corresponding levels of relations of produc-
tion. As far as our country is concerned, this form of social
organization suits not only the socialist collective ownership
of the present but future socialist ownership by the whole
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people as well, not only the present socialist system.of giving
to each according to his work but the future commums.t system
of giving to each according to his needs. There is every
reason to believe that this form of social organizatlop, the
people’s commune, will also be a suitable form of social or-
ganization at the primary level after our country has entered
communism. The commune system, as Comrade Mao Tse-
tung points out, embodies a process of development. In our
countryside, this social organization, the people’s commune,
can rapidly advance rural economic development while social
economic growth will, in its turn, promote the development
of the people’s commune system both in content and form.
With the birth of this social organization, the people’s com-
mune, we have in practice discovered the road that, under
the prevailing conditions in our country, will lead to the grafi-
ual transition from socialist collective ownership to socialist
ownership by the whole people, and to the future grad.ual
transition from socialism to communism in the countryside.
It is wrong to think that all expectations for the commune
can be realized once the people’s commune is established. It
will be a complete mistake to think that because the people’s
communes need a process of gradual development, they were
set up too early, that it would have been better no.t to set
them up and that those already set up should be dissolved.

To find fault with our big leap and people’s communes
means to find fault with our Party’s general line for building
socialism. Who are these people finding fault with the Par.ty’s
general line? In our own fanks, they are the right opportunists.
They represent bourgeois ideology within our Party. .When
hostile forces at home and abroad were viciously attacking us,
they even denied the great achievements in our work a}nd
described our great cause as being in an awful mess, using
as their pretext certain shortcomings in our work, wh1,ch had
long ago been discovered and corrected by the Party’s Cen-
tral Committee. They tried to prevent our cause from
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advancing, to prevent the continued leap forward this year
and prevent the thorough implementation of the Party’s
general line. The Eighth Plenary Session of the Party’s
Eighth Central Committee pointed out that right opportunism
is the principal danger in our country today. To wage a strug-
gle against right opportunism, overcome right opportunism and
wipe out its influences is a major task of our Party at the
present time.

The general line of our Party is correct and our achieve-
ments are great. Now we are successfully waging the strug-
gle against right opportunism. In response to the call of the
Eighth Plenary Session of the Party’s Eighth Central Com-
mittee, the broad masses of the people are working for a big
new upsurge to increase production and practise economy;
this is a powerful rejoinder to the attacks launched by hostile
forces at home and abroad, at the same time it is also a reply
to the attacks by right opportunists.

Our great cause is advancing successfully. Our Party shares
the destiny and life-breath of the Chinese people; our cause,
we have always believed, is a component part of the socialist
cause of all the world. In our country’s revolution and con-

_struction, the Soviet Union and other socialist countries have

given us very great help while the working people of the
whole world and the progressive forces of all lands have also
given us a very great measure of sympathy and support.
With the Soviet Union and other socialist countries our coun-
try has established a friendship and unity which is indestruct-
ible and is growing daily. Our slogans are: “Long live the
great unity of the Chinese people!” “Long live the great
unity of the peoples of all lands!” Supported by these two
great unities, our cause is invincible.

All our victories are fresh confirmations of, and fresh vic-
tories for, Marxism-Leninism. There was once some talk
about Marxism only being applicable to well-developed capi-
talist countries but not to economically backward countries;
only to the West, not to the East. After the victory of the
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Russian October Revolution and the Chinese revolution, there
has been another kind of talk about Marxism only being
applicable to the Eastern and not to the Western countries.
All such ideas are myths spread by the bourgeois reactionaries
and their henchmen. In actual fact, since the emergence of
Marxism, whether in economically advanced countries or in
economically backward countries, whether in the West or the
East, every historical event and every revolutionary experience
has proved repeatedly the correctness of Marxism. The strug-
gles and revolutions of the masses in the various countries
take place and progress in different historical environments
and under different historical conditions, but, no matter how -
complex and tortuous are the revolutions in the various coun-
tries, it is no more possible for the development of any coun-
try to depart from the common historical course pointed out
by Marxism than it is for the earth to leave its orbit revolving
round the sun. ‘
The Chinese Communist Party, which has led the Chinese
revolution to victory, is armed with Marxism-Leninism; this
is epitomized in the famous words of Comrade Mao Tse-tung:
“The integration of the universal truth of Marxism-Leninism
with the concrete practice of the Chinese revolution.” Under
the leadership of Comrade Mao Tse-tung, the Chinese Com-
munist Party has made consistent efforts to enable itself to
solve the various problems of the Chinese revolution and con-
struction by flexibly applying the general principles of
Marxism-Leninism in the light of the concrete conditions in
China. The fact that Marxism-Leninism has been widely dis-
seminated in such a large Eastern country as ours with a
population of 650 million and that it has resulted in victory
in the actual practice of the revolution and construction must,
by all accounts, be considered a big event in the history of
the development of Marxism-Leninism, Of course, revolution
and construction in China have features. peculiar to this coun-
try. But it is also possible that some of these important
special features may reappear in some other countries. In this
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sense, Chinese experience is to a certain extent of international |
significance. .

Let us raise high the banner of Marxism-Leninism and march §
forward! -

f

Long live the victory of Marxism-Leninism throughout the

world! ‘ .

September 14, 1959

A Great Decade

Chou En-lai

As the Chinese People’s Republic celebrates the tenth
anniversary of its birth, people throughout the world, irrespec-
tive of their political opinions, cannot but acknowlc_edge that
truly earth-shaking changes have taken pla_ce' in Flhma. The
Chinese people have changed from slaves living in a hell on
earth into fearless masters of their fate. The entire natfon
looks back upon the great victories already won with rejoicing
and looks to the future with full confidence.

Let us see what changes China has undergone in the past
decade; why they have taken place and what main lessons
can be drawn from them.

It is well known that ten years ago China was extremely
backward economically. At that time, China stood twenty-
sixth in the world’s output of steel, and twenty-fifth in Outpl?t
of electric power. Its output of coal was relatively larger:.1t
took ninth place. Its output of cotton yarn, produc!: of its
relatively better developed cotton textile industry, s:tﬂ.l gave
it no better than fifth place. There were only 3 million .in-
dustrial workers in the country, less than 0.6 p.er cent of the
population. Though vast old China alyvays claimed tq be an
agricultural country, it was obliged to import V\'rheat,. rice ?nd
cotton every year for several decades preceding liberation.
Customs returns show that 6,000 million catties! of grain were
imported in 1933 while 6,900,000 tan® of cotton were imported

1A catty is equivalent to 0.5 kilogramme or 1.1023 pounds—T'r.
2A tan ié equivalent to 50 kilogrammes or 110.23 pounds—T'7r.
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in 1946. For a long time there was an unfavourable foreign _
trade balance. Year after year there was a deficit in the state |

budget. In the twelve years from the outbreak of the anti-
Japanese war in July 1937 to May 1949, the volume of cur-

rency issued by the reactionary Kuomintang government 1

increased over 140,000 million times while commodity prices
rose over 8,500,000 million times.
So deplorable was the state of affairs in China at the time

that the U.S. Secretary of State, George C. Marshall, in the |

statement which he read to the Congressional Committees on
Foreign Affairs and Foreign Relations in executive session in
February 1948, had to acknowledge that even the incessant
outpouring of U.S. aid could not rescue China from its econom-
ic crisis. He asserted that ‘“China does not itself possess the
raw material and industrial resources” which would enable it
to become a first-class power within the foreseeable future.
In August 1949, Dean Acheson, who succeeded Marshall as
Secretary of State, in his letter to U.S. President Truman,
ridiculed the “promises” of the Chinese Communist Party to
solve the problem of “feéding the population.” He predicted
that no government in China would succeed in tackling this
problem.,

But even in June 1949, Comrade Mao Tse-tung solemnly de-
clared at the opening ceremony of the Preparatory Committee
of the People’s Political Consultative Conference in Peking:
“The Chinese people will see that, once its destiny is in the
hands of the people, China will, like the rising sun in the east,
flood the earth with its brilliant rays, swiftly wash away the
dirt left behind by the reactionary government, heal the war
wounds and build up a new, strong and prosperous people’s
democratic republic of China which will be true to its name.”

Whose prediction has come true? .

According to the adjusted planned figures for 1959 (it can
now already be foreseen that most of the planned targets will
be overfulfilled), the total output value of industry and agri-
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culture will be 5.3 times that of 1949; of this total the value of
industrial production will be 11.7 times larger. Steel output
will reach 12 million tons, 76 times the 1949 figure of 158,000
tons; coal, 335 million tons, more than 10 times the 1949 figure
of 32,430,000 tons; electric power, 39,000 million kilowatt-
hours, more than 9 times the 1949 figure of 4,310 million
kilowatt-hours; and cotton yarn, 8.2 million bales, 4.5 times
the 1949 figure of 1.8 million bales. In 1958, China jumped to
seventh place in the world in steel, third place in coal, eleventh
place in electric power and second place in cotton yarn pro-
duction. Even though modern industry had been introduced
for nearly a century, fixed industrial assets totalled less than
13,000 million yuan by 1949 in old China; in the ten years of
New China the value of newly added fixed industrial assets
amounts to around 45,000 million yuan. In old China, after
nearly seventy years of power development, power generating
capacity amounted to less than 1.9 million kilowatts by 1949;
in ten years in New China the new power generating capacity -
added is more than three times that figure. By 1949 after
nearly sixty years of development of its iron and steel in-
dustry annual steel making capacity was less than one mil-
lion tons in old China; the new annual steel making capacity
added in ten years of New China is more than ten times that
figure.

gThe imperialists ridiculed our adjusted 1959 plan as a “big
leap backward.” As everybody knows, 1958 was a year of an
exceptionally big leap forward in China’s industrial and agri-
cultural production, with the verified output value of indus-
try 66 per cent bigger than in 1957. The adjusted 1959 target
for output value of industry is still 25.6 per cent higher than
in 1958, the year of the exceptionally big leap forward. This
is obviously a continued great leap forward on the basis of an
exceptionally big leap forward. Such a rate of leaping
advance is beyond anything the imperialist countries dare
dream of. Let us compare our speed of development with that
of the two leading imperialist countries. In the nine years
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between 1950 and 1958, China’s total output value of industrial :"
production rose at an average annual rate of 28 per cent :
whereas the comparable rate in the U.S. was 3.7 per cent and |
in Britain 2.9 per cent. In 1958, the year of the exceptionally 1
big leap forward in China’s industry, industrial production ]
fell by 6.5 per cent in the U.S. and by 0.9 per cent in Britain |
compared with the previous year. If our speed is described |
as a “big leap backward,” how should their speed be called? |

To belittle the great significance of our big leap forward, §

bourgeois commentators have advanced another paradoxical

argument: China’s rate of development is great only because

its original level was very low. But what are the facts? Our
rate of growth manifests itself not only in the average annual

percentage increase, but also in absolute volume. China’s steel ]

output was 158,000 tons in 1949 and will reach 12 million tons

in 1959, that is, an increase of 11,842,000 tons in ten years, g

roughly equivalent to the net increase in the 29 years between

1872 and 1901 in the U.S., or in the 67 years between 1869

and 1936 in Britain. Why could the U.S. and Britain not pro-
gress at that time at the same leaping rate as China is doing
today? What argument can your bourgeois sophists produce

to explain away the crawling rate of progress in the capitalist

countries?
As a result of this rapid rate of industrial growth, especially

in heavy industry, marked changes have taken place in the 't

composition of China’s national economy. In 1949, the total
value of industrial output accounted for 30 per cent of the
total value of industrial and agricultiral output while the
output value of means of production accounted for 26.6 per
cent of the total value of industrial output. By 1958, the pro-
portions reached 63.6 per cent and 57.3 per cent respectively.
Now we have ourselves begun to produce about 500 types of
steel and 6,000 types of rolled steel, many new types of heavy-
duty machine tools, 2,500-ton hydraulic forging presses, com-
plete sets of coal mining and coking equipment, equipment
for big blast furnaces more than 1,500 cubic metres in volume,
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jet planes, various types of motor vehicles, tractors, sea-going
vessels with a deadweight of 5,000 tons, 72,500-kilowatt hydro-
electric power generating equipment and 50,000-kilowatt
thermo-power generating equipment, complete sets of textile,
paper-making and sugar-refining equipment and other prod-
ucts. There has also been a marked change in the geograph-
ical distribution of industry. Formerly over 90 per cent of
the iron and steel industry was concentrated in Northeast
China. With the exception of Tibet, iron and steel bases of
varying sizes and numbers have been established in every
province, municipality and autonomous region in the country.
Power plants were concentrated previously in a few large
cities and industrial bases. Now all large, medium-sized and
small cities and even some rural areas have power stations of
varying sizes. Previously the textile industry was mainly con-
centrated in Shanghai, Tsingtao, Tientsin, and Wusih. Now
many new modern textile mills have been built in most of
China’s provinces. Big industrial bases have been built in
many areas that were formerly desolate and inaccessible like
Inner Mongolia, Sinkiang, Chinghai and Kansu and cities with
very few people. All these facts show that the foundation has
been laid for the industrialization of China. No force in the
world can prevent our country from developing into a pros-
perous and powerful, big industrial country in the not too
distant future. . '

While developing industry, we have not forgotten to de-
velop agriculture. In these ten years, the total value of China’s
agricultural output will have increased two and a half fold.
In 1959, the total grain output will reach 550,000 million cat-
ties, 2.5 times the 1949 figure of 216,200 million catties. This
year, the total cotton output will reach 46.2 million tan, 5.2
times the 1949 figure of 8.89 million tan. Our total grain out-
put has ranked first in the world since 1952. Last year, our
total cotton output ranked second in the world. Of course
in terms of per capita output the agricultural level of our
country, like the industrial level, is still quite low. But the
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crux of the problem is rate of development. Although our
country has very limited agricultural machinery and chemical |
fertilizer, and the United States has many times as much as |

‘our country, grain output went up 130 per cent in our country

between 1949 and 1958 while in the United States it only rose |
25 per cent. During the same period, our cotton output shot |
up 372 per cent while in the United States it dropped 28 per |

cent.

Capital construction has made rapid progress in the rural |
areas. In the initial stage after liberation there were only 240
million mou of irrigated land in the country. With the con-

struction of large numbers of rural water conservancy projects
and reservoirs in the past ten years, the total irrigated area

has been expanded to more than 1,000 million mou. Vast

numbers of small factories have been set up in the rural areas,
mainly for the purpose of serving agriculture. Forestry,
livestock breeding, side-occupations and fishery, closely
related to agriculture, have also shown marked growth. From
1949 to 1958, a total of 500 million mou of land were afforest-
ed, the number of big draught animals increased from 60
to-85 million head and of pigs from 57 to 166 million heaa.
Great progress has been made, too, in communications and
transport in keeping with the expansion of industry and

agriculture. In 1949, there were less than 22,000 kilometres

of railway open to traffic in China. This figure increased to
over 31,000 kilometres in 1958. Now the railway network has
been extended to all provinces and autonomous regions in the
country except Tibet. During the same period, the total
highway mileage was extended from 80,000 to 400,000
kilometres, In 1950, China’s civil aviation lines totalled only
11,000 kilometres while in 1958, it increased to 33,000 kilo-
metres. In the nine years from 1949 to 1958, the total volume
of railway freight transport in terms of ton-kilometres in-
creased more than 10 times, lorry transport more than 27
times and steamship and tug-boat transport more than 10
times. The volume of freight carried by wooden junks, animal-
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drawn carts and other non-rhechanized vehicles also markedly
increased. Many gigantic projects were built during these

‘nine years, such as the Chengtu-Chungking Railway, the

Packi-Chengtu Railway, the Yingtan-Amoy Railway, the
Tienshui-Lanchow Railway, the Paotow-Lanchow Railway,
the Yangtse River Bridge at Wuhan, the Chinghai-Tibet H%gh—
way, the Sikang-Tibet Highway and the Sinkiang-Tibet High-
way. Projects now under construction include the' Lanchow-
Sinkiang Railway, .the Szechuan-Kweichow Rallway,. the
Neikiang-Kunming Railway, the Hunan-Kweichow Railway
and several big bridges to span the Yangtse and Yellow
Rivers. By 1958, as a result of building simple roads on a
large scale, 97 per cent of China’s county towns were acces-
sible by lorry. Rapid development has also been made in
postal and telecommunication and broadcasting ‘work. The
total number of post and telecommunication offices in the
country grew from over 20,000 in 1949 to more than 60,000
in 1958. Telephone lines reach 98 per cent of the rural peo-
ple’s communes in the country.

The volume of retail sales in China in 1958 was 3.2 times
that of 1950. Compared with 1950, the increase in sales in the
main consumer goods was: grain, 62 per cent; edible vegetable
oils, 97 per cent; salt, 94 per cent; sugar, 300 per cent; aquatic
products, 240 per cent; cotton cloth, 120 per cent; and ma-
chine-made paper, 270 per cent. Commodity prices have been
consistently steady in China since 1950 thanks to the steady
increase in supplies of consumer goods, the thorough elimina-~
tion of speculation, the balancing of state revenue and ex-
penditure and the balancing of bank credits. Certain planned
adjustments were made only in the relative prices between
industrial and agricultural products. i

China’s foreign trade has also seen tremendous changes in
the past ten years. The right to administer the customs was
taken back out of the hands of the imperialists after the victory
of the Chinese revolution in 1949. A change has also begun
to take place in the long-existing excess of imports over ex-
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ports. In 1958, the total volume of imports and exports was
3.1 times the 1950 figure. Imports increased by 190 per cent
and exports by 230 per cent. In the main, imports and ex-
ports have been balanced. Contrary to pre-liberation condi-

tions when imports mainly consisted of consumer goods, now §

over 90 per cent are means of production such as machinery,
raw materials and othér materials. This has played a
tremendous role in China’s economic ‘construction. China’s
exports are still majnly agricultural products, but the propor-
tion of industrial products in the total volume of exports has

gradually grown from 9.3 per cent in 1950 to 27.5 per cent in

1958.

As Comrade Mao Tse-tung anticipated, “With the upsurge
in economic construction, there will inevitably appear an up-
surge of cultural construction.” From 1949 to 1958, the num-~
ber of students in higher educational institutions increased
from 117,000 to 660,000, a 5.7-fold increase, and in secondary
specialized schools from 229,000 to 1.47 million, a 6.4-fold in-
crease, the number of middle'school students increased from
1.04 million to 8.52 million, an 8.2-fold increase, while the
number of primary school pupils rose from 24.4 million to 86
million, a 3.5-fold increase. Primary education was in the
main made universal in many counties and cities in 1958 and
85 per cent of all school-age children throughout China were
enrolled in school. The literacy campaign and spare-time
literacy classes have also developed greatly among the factory
and office workers, the peasants and urban population. The
Communist Party’s policy of “education serving the political
interests of the proletariat and education combined with
productive labour” was carried out in all grades of schools,
thus deepening the socialist revolution on the educational
front.

Scientific research has shown great development in the past
ten years. By the end of 1958, there were more than 840
special research institutes in the natural sciences and
technology and more than 32,000 research workers, approxi-
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mately 20 times and 50 times more respectively than at the
time of liberation.

The same period witnessed a tremendous growth in the
fields of publishing, the cinema, the theatre and other arts.

The public health service has also developed rapidly in the
past ten years. In 1958, there were over 5,600 hospitals and
sanatoria in the country with 440,000 beds, a more than
fivefold increase compared with 1949. In addition, over
900,000 simple beds were set up in small cities and the rural
areas. Technical personnel in the public health service num-
bered 2,160,000 in 1958, 2.8 times the 780,000 in 1950.

The standards of the people’s material and cultural life were
greatly raised with the development of construction in all
fields. This is fully demonstrated by the growing volume of
retail commodity sales and the development in culture, educa-
tion and public health mentioned above. In 1949, there were
altogether 8 million workers and employees in enterprises,
public undertakings and state organs. This number had risen
to more than 45 million by the end of 1958, an increase of
5.7-fold, in which the number of industrial workers grew from
3 to 25.6 million, an 8.5-fold increase. Not only was the
phenomenon of unemployment left over from old China com-
pletely wiped out, but the scope of employment was also
markedly expanded. On an average two out of every five of
the urban population are employed. The average wages of
Chinese office and factory workers more than doubled be-
tween 1949 and 1958. The personal income of the peasants
nearly doubled. The number of workers and employees enjoy-
ing labour insurance grew from 600,000 in 1949 to 13,780,000
in 1958. Since the peasants throughout the country joined
the people’s communes, the overwhelming majority of those
who lack labour power are being provided with grain or meals
free of charge. The old hard life in which they had to worry
about where their food would come from will soon become a
memory of the past.
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The state has given great attention to construction in the !i
areas inhabited by the national minorities. State investments §

in the national minority areas amounted to more than 7,000

million yuan between 1950 and 1958. Now new ‘industrial j
bases have been established and railways and highways built
in many national minority areas. The total industrial output i
value of the national minority areas in 1958 was ten times §
what it was in 1949, and grain output and the number of }
livestock more than doubled. The volume of sales in national

minority areas by state-owned commercial enterprises and

supply and marketing co-operatives increased 5.7-fold in 1958 4

compared with .1952, and the volume of purchases 6.2-fold.
The number of national minority students rose to over nine
times the pre-liberation total. There were 775 hospitals and
sanatoria with over 34,000 beds; in addition there were over
14,000 clinics and health centres. The trend towards a con-
stant decrease of population among the minority peoples which
continued for hundreds of years has been completely reversed
and a new phenomenon of the growing improvement of their
economic and cultural life has appeared. In the Tibet region,
things were somewhat different, because democratic reforms
there had long been held up in the past. But since the re-
bellion was put down, the people there have also energetically
embarked on their advance towards a new life. It will not
take very long to build a happy and progressive Tibet.
Everybody knows too that ten years ago the political situa-
tion in China was abysmally dark and reactionary. The lackeys
of the imperialists—the comprador capitalists, feudal landlords,
warlords, bureaucrats, local despots and evil-minded gentry—
rode roughshod over the people and bled them white. The
broad mass of the people were in a state of slavery and utterly
without rights. People of many national minorities suffered
national oppression under the Han rulers in additipn to
oppression by the imperialists, and the aristocrats, landlords
and slave-owners of their own nationalities. The country re-
‘ mained split for a long time; imperialist wars of aggression,
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the free-for-all fighting among different groups of warlords and
the counter-revolutionary civil wars launched by the reac-
tionary rulers continued for several decades and played havoc
with the people. During the Kuomintang regime, bandits,
gangsters, superstitious sects and secret societies ran riot
everywhere; appalling lawlessness and utter disorder pre-
vailed. '

What tremendous changes have taken place in all this in the
past ten years! The corrupt, iniquitous government which
trampled upon the people is gone and has been replaced by an
honest, industrious and hard-working government which real-
ly serves the people, a government of the kind the people
dreamed of for generation after generation. The situation in
which the people had no rights has ended once and for all;
the broadest mass of the people enjoy democracy in law and
in fact and to the widest extent in the administration of the
public affairs of the country. National oppression has been
eliminated; our motherland has become a big family in which
all nationalities are completely equal and give fraternal aid
to one another. The country has achieved a unity of
unprecedented firmness. Bandits, gangsters, superstitious sects
and secret societies as well as prostitutes, beggars, gambling
houses and narcotic drugs have all been swept away; there is
law and order everywhere.. The broad mass of the people,
united as one and full of vigour, are building their own happy
life eagerly, courageously and with boundless energy.

What a pitiful position China occupied ten years ago in in-
ternational affairs is well known. For many years, China had
been a colonial and semi-colonial country. The imperialist
powers regarded our country as rich booty from which
everyone snatched what he could. The European imperialists -
tried to carve China up; the Japanese aggressors wanted to
devour it alone and did swallow nearly half of it between 1937
and 1945. The United States, after the Second World War,
was bent on taking over the place of the Japanese aggressors.
China, the most populous country in the world, was not only
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deprived qf the rights which were its due in international
political life, but was almost deprived of the right to manage
its own affairs.

The colonial and semi-colonial old China has now gone for
ever; the people’s new China has emerged, independent and
free. As Comrade Mao Tse-tung declared at the founding
of the People’s Republic of China: “Our nation will
henceforth join the big family of peace-loving and freedom-
loving nations in the world. It will work bravely and
industriously to create its own civilization and happiness and
will, at the same time, further world peace and freedom.”
The weakness of. China is being transformed into its opposite
—strength. At the same time, internationally, the situation
in which China had no rights is changing to its opposite.
Over all the territory which has been liberated, it fully ex-
ercises its sovereignty; it must also exercise its right to have
its say on all major international questions which concern its
interests and the interests of world peace. U.S. imperialism,
while launching its aggressive war in Korea, seized our ter-
ritory Taiwan and tried to spread the flames of aggression
from Korea to the Chinese mainland in a futile attempt to
strangle new-born China by force of arms. The Chinese people
waged a mighty struggle to resist U.S. aggression, aid Korea,
protect their homes and defend their motherland, and they
crushed this aggressive scheme. Taiwan is still occupied by
U.S. imperialism, but the Chinese people are determined to
liberate Taiwan and no force whatsoever can prevent them
from doing so. Up to now U.S. imperialism is still trying hard
to isolate and exclude New China from international affairs.
This attempt, however, is becoming more and more a failure
with every passing day. Now we have established full or
partial diplomatic relations with 33 countries, economic rela-
tions with 93 countries and regions, and cultural contacts
and exchanges of friendly visits with 104 countries and re-
gions. We are closely united with the great Soviet Union and
the other socialist countries. In accordance with the ‘“five
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principles” and the Bandung Declaration, we have es13ab1i311.ed
and developed relations of friendship and co-operation \Ylth
many nationally independent countries in Asia' and Africa,
forming a vast area of peace. As one of the big powers of
the world and as a member of the great socialist camp heaq-
ed by the Soviet Union, we have been contributing, as is
our duty, to the defence of world peace and the development
of human progress.

How is all this swift, flying progress to be explained? How
has it taken place?

The swift, flying progress of People’s China is, in the final
analysis, due to the fact that Chinese society has qnc%ergone
a most thoroughgoing democratic revolution and socialist rev-
olution and that China has established a socialist society
based on public ownership of the means of production.

If the Chinese people had not overthrown imperialism, feu-
dalism and bureaucrat-capitalism which weighed upon them
like three great mountains, they would, as a matter of course,
only find themselves for ever plunged in. poverty and back- -
wardness. And if, after toppling these mountains, they had
not taken the road of socialism at once, had not carried out
thoroughly the socialist revolution, or had not e;mbarkefl on
planned socialist construction, but, after achievmg. national
independence, had taken the road of capitalism like some
other countries, they could not possibly have made suc1.1 rapid
progress in the past ten years, not to mention the big leap
forward that has taken place since last year.

The reactionary view that an economically and culturally
backward country cannot realize socialism has long been torn
to pieces by Lenin and Comrade Mao Tse-tung. As to why
the development of China’s socialist revolution and construc-
tion has been so rapid and so successful, it should be pointed

" out that there are both objective and subjective conditions to

be considered. Objectively, China is a country with a vast
territory and a large population; it is rich in natural resources;
the mass of its people are enthusiastic for the revolution and

41




have revolutionary traditions. The Chinese revolution took

place after the Great October Socialist Revolution, so China

has been able to avail itself of the experience and assistance
of the Soviet Union and of the assistance of the whole socialist
camp. Subjectively, there is the correct leadership of the
Chinese Communist Party and the leader of the Party, Com-
rade Mao Tse-tung. This leadership is well versed ’in in-
tegrating the universal truth of Marxism-Leninism with the

concrete practice of the Chinese revolution; in integrating

the' a(.ivanced experience of the Soviet Unién and the other
§oc.1ahst countries in construction with China’s own experience;
in 1r.1t<‘agrating, in the light of conditions in China, the Marxist:
L_en%n%st theory of uninterrupted revolution with the Marxist-
'Lemmst .theory of the development of the revolution by stages;
in applying, in the light of conditions in China, the Workiné
mfathod of the mass line, integrating leadership by the Part
v§r1th the mass movement of millions of people, with the initia%
t}ve and creative energy of millions of people. Here I would
like to say a few more words about the method of leadership
of the Party and Comrade Mao Tse-tung, especially on the
method of uninterrupted revolution and the method of the
mass line.

China’s development in the past ten years has been a proc-
ess of uninterrupted revolution.

As early as at the Second Plenary Session o
Central Committee of the Chinese gommunist fP;i’ltey Slfé\;fin)g:
. March 1949, the Central Committee and Comrade Mao Tse-
tung pointed out that the founding of the People’s Republic
o.f China would mark the victory of the democratic revolu-
t19n on a nation-wide scale and at the same time the begin-
ning of the socialist revolution. The state power of people’s
democratic dictatorship led by the proletariat and based on
the Wf)rker-peasant alliance established in 1949 as a result of
the victory of the revolution, though including some repre-
sentatives of the national bourgeoisie,; was in essence alread
a state power of the dictatorship of the proletariat. At tha):;
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time, the central question of the nation-wide democratic rev-
olution, that of overthrowing the reactionary rule of im-
perialism, feudalism and bureaucrat-capitalism, had been solv-
ed and the basic contradiction within the country was already
one between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie. The revolu-
tion should not stop at the stage of democratic revolution, it
must continue to develop towards the victory of the socialist
revolution.

In the first few years after 1949 the Chinese people still
had to exert very great efforts to accomplish the tasks left
over from the stage of democratic revolution — principally
the carrying through of the anti-feudal land reform on a na-
tional scale. Following the nation-wide victory of the great
people’s revolution in 1949, however, because of the confisca-
tion of bureaucrat-capital and the change from bureaucrat-
capitalist ownership to socialist ownership by the whole peo-
ple, this great people’s revolution, economically speaking,
went beyond the scope of democratic revolution. It had
become a task of prime importance for the proletariat and
the other working people to build a mighty socialist state
economy and to firmly establish their leading position in the
whole national economy. To counter the activities of bour-
geois law-breakers in disrupting the socialist economy, the
Party in 1952 led the mass struggle “against the three evils”
(corruption, waste and bureaucracy) among government func-
tionaries, and “against the five evils” (bribery, tax evasion,
theft of state property, cheating on government contracts and
stealing the state’s economic information) among bourgeois
industrialists and businessmen. ‘This dealt a crushing blow to
the offensive launched by the bourgeoisie and, on the basis of
this victory, pushed capitalist industry and commerce a great
step forward towards state capitalism which submitted itself
to the leadership of the socialist economy and accepted su-
pervision by the working class. After the land reform, the
Central Committee of the Party issued timely directives on
developing the movement of mutual aid and co-operation,
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vigorously encouraged and stimulated the peasants who used
to work on their own to advance in the direction of co-opera-
tion and carried on a sharp, persistent struggle against think-
ing tending in the rightist direction on this question. The
Central Committee of the Party and Comrade Mao Tse-tung
firmly refuted such bourgeois points of view of certain peo-
ple both inside and outside the Party as those calling for the
“consolidation of the new democratic order,” “long-term co-
existence between socialism and capitalism” and the “guaran-
teeing of the four great freedoms in the rural areas — freedom
of sale and purchase, letting and renting of land, freedom of
employing farmhands, freedom of borrowing and lending
money and freedom of trading’” and in good time set forth
the Party’s general line for the transition period of simul-
- taneously carrying out socialist transformation and socialist
construction. This genetal -line immediately won the sup-
port of the people of the whole country and was written
- into the Constitution of the People’s Republic of China. Thanks
to the adoption by the Party of a series of measures for so-
cialist transformation without loss of time, the revolutionary
movement advanced steadily without interruption and cul-
minated in the emergence of a nation-wide upsurge in agricul-
tural co-operation in the autumn and winter of 1955. This
upsurge in turn set off the upsurge in the nation-wide switch-
over of capitalist industry and commerce to joint state-private
operation by whole trades and stimulated the upsurge
in the organization of handicraft co-operatives by individual
handicraftsmen. In this way, the socialist revolution in the
field of the ownership of means of production was completed
in the main. .

But the task of socialist revolution did not end here. Not

long after, the Party set a new task: it is necessary to con- -

tinue the socialist revolution on the political and ideological
fronts and carry it through. It is necessary to make the various
aspects of the superstructure further fit in with the socialist
economic base and, at the same time, the relations between
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men and men in produétion should be further adjusted on the
basis of the already established socialist ownership of the
means of production so that the socialist relations of pro-
duction would be further perfected and expanded. This was
the task of the -anti-rightist struggle and the rectification
campaign in 1957-1958. As a result of the anti-rightist strug-
gle and the rectification campaign, the bourgeois rightists,
who opposed socialism, were completely isolated from the peo-
ple and the socialist consciousness of the mass of the people
was greatly raised. The contradictions among the people were
further dealt with correctly, and the relations between func-
tionaries in state organs and enterprises and the mass of work-
ers and peasants, the mutual relations among the mass of
workers and peasants, and the mutual relations among the .
various nationalities, were all further improved. Thanks to
the victory of.the anti-rightist struggle and the rectification
campaign, the revolutionary enthusiasm of the people
throughout the country for building socialism soared to un-
paralleled heights.

The revolutionary movements that had developed uninter-
ruptedly since the founding of the Chinese People’s Republic
yielded an unparalleled great result in 1958 and 1959, the
first two years of the Second Five-Year Plan period, and this
was the big leap forward in the national economy.

The rate of growth of China’s industrial production was
already very high in the First Five-Year Plan period. Never-
theless, the rate in 1958 and 1959 has far surpassed the level
of the preceding five years. There was an average annual -
increase of 18 per cent in the total value of industrial output
during the First Five-Year Plan period. But in 1958 and 1959
(here and elsewhere, the 1959 figure is the planned target),
the average annual increase is 45 per cent. The average an-
nual increase in steel was 31.7 per cent in the First Five-Year
Plan period and 50 per cent in these two years, the. dverage
annual increase in coal was 14.4 per cent in the First Five-
Year Plan period and 60 per cent in these two years. The
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total value of agricultural output rose at an annual average
rate of 4.5 per cent in the First Five-Year Plan period and

17 per cent in 1958 and 1959. The average annual increase of
food crops was 3.7 per cent in the First Five-Year Plan period i
and 22 per cent in these two years, and that of cotton was 4.7 }§

per cent in the First Five-Year Plar’; period and 19 per cent
in these two years. Nearly 10,000 industrial projects were

completed 'in the First Five-Year Plan period, but more than
41,000 were completed in 1958 alone. Of these, 537 above- "

norm industrial projects were completed or partially com-

-pleted and put into operation in the First Five-Year Plan

period; but in 1958 alone, the number was 700.
.Why has China’s economy been able to grow at an even

higher rate in 1958 and 1959 than in the First Five-Year
Plan period? It is not only because a preliminary foundation

was laid for industrialization during the First Five-Year Plan

period and thus favourable material conditions were created

for rapid economic growth. in the Second Five-Year Plan
period; even more important, it is because in most of the
First Five-Year Plan period the socialist transformation of
agriculture, handicrafts and capitalist industry and commerce
had not yet been completed, the relations of truly comradely
co~operation between men and men in production had not
yet been fully established and bourgeois influences still exist-
ed to a serious extent on the political and ideological fronts —
all of which hampered the initiative of the working people
in production. In the latter half of the First Five-Year Plan
period, that is, from the second half of 1955 to 1957, the so-
cialist revolution gained one great victory clase following
the other on the economic, political and ideological fronts,
the productive forces of society and the initiative of the work-
ing people in production were emancipated to an unprece-
dented extent and our Party, in the light of this favourable
situation, put forward and carried out in good time the general
line of “going all out, aiming high and achieving greater, faster,
better and more economical results to build socialism.” It

52

is precisely because of all this that the Chinese people were
able to open up a new stage at the very beginning of the
Second Five-Year Plan, the stage of the big leap forward,
and to get the national economy to advance at a much higher
rate than during the First Five-Year Plan period.

After the socialist relations of production and the super-
structure which conforms to them, that is, to the economic
base, have been established, they are still in the process of
being continuously developed and perfected, therefore they
cannot be immutable. The various aspects of the relations
of production require adjustment from time to time to meet’
the requirements of the continued development of the produc-
tive forces, and along with this, the various aspects of the
superstructure built on this economic base also need to be
reformed from time to time. Between the productive forces
and the relations of production and between the economic
base and the superstructure, contradictions constantly arise,
are resolved, and arise again. This is a dialectical process
which is like an ever-flowing stream which is constantly being
renewed. It is possible to ensure a constant growth of the
productive forces, precisely because the socialist relations of
production and their superstructure can be constantly adjust-
ed and reformed as the need arises. ' The development of the
people’s commune movement throughout the rural areas which
began during the big leap forward of China’s agricultural
production in 1958 is fresh proof of this truth. In face of the
requirements posed by the immense development of agricul-
tural production and of the entire rural economy, it was
felt that the original advanced agricultural co-operatives could
not cope with the situation. Between the summer and au-
tumn of 1958 the more than 740,000 agricultural co-opera-
tives throughout the country, each averaging about 160 house-
holds, were merged and reorganized into more than 26,000
communes, averaging about 4,600 households each; later, after
the check-up, they were further reorganized into more than
24,000 communes averaging more than 5,000 households each,
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in other words, more than 30 times as large as the origina
agricultural co-operatives. Big in scale and strong, the peo
ple’s communes are not only able to develop production and

construction rapidly in agriculture, forestry, animal husband- }

ry, side-occupations and fishery, but also to achieve unified

leadership over the work of industry, agriculture, trade, educa- |

tion and military affairs in the rural areas, realizing the in-

tegration of economic organizations and basic organs of state '§
Rural people’s communes are still economic organiza-

power.

tions with collective ownership of the means of production. §

While the principal means of production still belong to the |

production brigades, which correspond roughly to the former

agricultural producers’ co-operatives, the commune level al- j
ready owns part of the means of production and may draw
every year certain sums from the various production bri- |
gades for its accumulation fund. A certain amount of free sup- 4

plies is included as part of the-system of distribution in the
income of commune members.

In 1958, the year when the }

people’s communes were successfully established, the total §
output value of China’s agriculture increased 25 per cent as 3

compared with 1957. Of this, the output value of forestry

increased 193.2 per cent, fishery 128 per cent and animal hus-
bandry 5.2 per cent. The increase in rural water conservancy
works and the area of afforestation far surpassed the total
increase in the entire First Five~-Year Plan period. Industry
and transportation operated by the people’s communes have
also made very great progress. According to recent statistics
compiled after the check-up, the people’s communes through-
out the country operate about 700,000 industrial units, with
a total output value three times as much as during the corre-
sponding period of the previous year. In 1958, the funds ac-
cumulated by the rural people’s communes amounted to 10,000
million yuan, more than twice as much as during 1957. In
1958, the income and the standard of living of the peasants
throughout the country were about 10 per cent higher on
the average than in 1957. All these facts show that the
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great advantages of the people’s communes are indisputable
and all the “arguments” of those people who are opposed to
this movement are untenable.

What a tremendous change is this transformation of the
more than 110 million individual peasant households into over
24,000 communes! What a glorious victory for the Marxist-
Leninist theory of uninterrupted revolution!

The process ©of socialist revolution in China has been one of
uninterrupted revolution; at the same time, it is a step-by-
step advance which accords with each particular stage of de-
velopment. The Resolution of the Sixth Plenary Session of
the Eighth Central Committee of the Chinese Communist
Party pointed out: “We are advocates of the Marxist-Leninist
theory of uninterrupted revolution; we hold that no ‘Great
Wall’ exists or can be allowed 1o exist between the democratic
revolution and the socialist revolution and between socialism
and communism. We are at the same time advocates of the
Marxist-Leninist theory of the development of revolution by
stages; we hold that different stages of development reflect
qualitative changes and that these stages of different quality
should not be confused.” In practice, we not only make a care-
ful distinction between the tasks of the democratic revolution
and of the socialist revolution, between the principles of so-
cialism and of communism, and oppose attempts to skip over
necessary stages of social, historical development, but at each
given stage of social, historical development, we also make a
careful distinction, according to the specific conditions, between
the various sub-stages that more or less have the nature of
quantitative changes (the change from one sub-stage to another
is also, of course, one of a lesser qualitative nature); and we
adopt appropriate steps in conformity with the needs of the
step-by-step transformation of the relations of production and
the step-by-step maturing of the consciousness of the masses.
The broad mass of peasants have beén able to advance, con-
sciously and voluntarily, from an individual economy to peo-
ple’s communes because in the course of their advance they
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have gone through successive stages: the stage of mutual-aid '}
teams, of regular year-round mutual-aid teams, of elementary
agricultural producers’ co-operatives and of advanced agri-
~cultural producers’ co-operatives. Capitalist industrialists and §
businessmen were able, without much reluctance, to accept 8
joint state-private operation by .whole trades because they, 3
too, had gone through a series of stages including the fulfil
ment of government contracts for the manufacture and proc-
essing of goods by capitalist firms, the state purchase of the §
output of capitalist enterprises, and the state distribution of /§
all their finished products in the field of industry; the state §
designation of merchants acting on a commission basis as dis- §
tributors on its behalf and merchants purchasing commodi- '
ties from state stocks and retailing them at fixed prices in 4
the fleld of commerce; and the joint state-private operation
of individual enterprises. Similarly, the socialist revolution
~on the political and ideological fronts has also gone through
a series of mass movements which, in keeping with the con- }
crete conditions of class struggle, advanced like waves, high
at one time and low at another, and went deeper step by step. f;
This correct leadership by the Party has enabled the masses §
both to maintain their revolutionary enthusiasm at a constant,
full flow, without it cooling down because of pauses in the §
development of the revolution, and to raise the level of their §
consciousness constantly, step by step, so that they should
not be unprepared for the further development of the rev- 4
olution. It is because of this that every call of the Party n
throughout the entire course of the socialist revolution has
been warmly supported by the mass of the people. It is also
because of this that although the socialist revolution has de-
veloped very rapidly, industrial and agricultural production
has been on the rise constantly and there has been practically §
no destruction. ‘

The success won by the Party in the application of the
theories of uninterrupted revolution and the development of 7

the revolution by stages is inseparably connected with the
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fact that the Party has persisted in the Marxist-Leninist work-
ing method of the mass line throughout the course of the
socialist revolution. The Party has always paid attention to
combining its leadership with broad mass movements, guiding
the masses to raise the level of their revolutionary con-
sciousness constantly and to organize their own strength to
emancipate themselves step by step, instead of imposing rev-
olution on the masses or bestowing victory on the masses as
a favour. We have talked about this on more than one occasion
because it was by firmly adhering to this working method that
the Party won the victory of the democratic revolution. What
is new in this matter is that after the all-round victory of the
socialist revolution, the Central Committee of the Party and
Comrade Mao Tse-tung have continued to apply this working
method systematically in building socialism, thus formulating
the Party’s general line for building socialism and bringing
about the big leap forward in the national economy. It can
be said for sure that if the working method of the mass line
which combines the Party’s leadership with the mass move-
ment had been departed from, there would have been no
general line of the Party for building socialism and conse-
quently no such big leap forward in the national economy as
has taken place since last year. ‘
At the heart of the Party’s general line for building social-
ism is the great importance attached to the political conscious-
ness, initiative and creativeness of the masses in building so-
cialism. The general line calls for going all out and aiming
high to achieve greater, faster, better and more economical
results to build socialism. This is a call to the 650 million
people to raise the level of their political consciousness, initia-
tive and creativeness, to give full play to their enthusiasm,
wisdom and strength in building socialism. It is necessary
to build socialism with greater, faster, better and more econom-
ical results. Is it possible to accomplish this complicated
and difficult task? The imperialists and bourgeois elements
said that it was impossible. They asserted that “greater and
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faster” could not go together with “better and more econom-
ical,” as this would amount to ‘“keeping a horse running

while giving it no feed.” The right opportunists within our
ranks, echoing them, also said that it was impossible. But }
we firmly replied that it was possible, because we place our

reliance first and foremost on the creators of history — the

mass of the people. This is a force which the imperialists ':

and bourgeois élements as well as the right opportunists

cannot understand at all or can only understand imperfectly..

Our country has vast manpower; and man as labourer, in-
ventor and user of the tools of production is the decisive
factor in the social productive forces and the most precious
“asset.” Of course, without the socialist revolution, as it has
been mentioned above, it would have been impossible to bring

into play the initiative of our 650 million people, an extremely " :“ |

great creative force. But even after the socialist revolution
was realized, if no attention were paid to using appropriate
methods to mobilize this initiative, it would still be impossible
to bring this initiative into full play and consequently still im-
possible to achieve the objective of getting greater, faster,
better and more economical results to build socialism. In
accordance with the objective laws of economic and political
life, the Party’s general line has correctly handled the rela-
tions between industry and agriculture, between heavy and
light industry, between industry run by the central and local
authorities, and between large, medium-sized and small en-
terprises. It has provided for the simultaneous development
of industry and agriculture and simultaneous development
of heavy and light industry while giving priority to heavy in-
dustry; simultaneous development of industry run by the
central and local authorities, of large industrial enterprises
and medium-sized and small industrial enterprises, of modern
and indigenous methods of production under centralized lead-
ership, over-all planning, division of work and co-ordination.
The aim of carrying out this policy of “walking on two legs”
is not only to maintain the necessary balance between  the
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different economic branches but first of all to fully mobilize
all positive forces, to give the greatest scope for the broadest
construction forces of the masses to deploy themselves and
use their strength to the fullest extent in building socialism,
thereby ensuring greater, faster, better and more economical
results. Although the labour productivity of small and me-
dium-sized industrial enterprises using indigenous or com-
bining indigenous and modern methods of production is not-
as high as in large enterprises run on modern lines, yet it
is clearly very much higher than the simple manual }abour
of the past. Under present conditions in China, it will not
be a waste of manpower but precisely a rational use of man-
power to pay attention to the development of small and
medium-sized industrial enterprises run with indigenous or
& combination of indigenous and modern methods of produc-
tion alongside large industrial enterprises run on modern lines;
far from reducing the speed of industrialization it will greatly
accelerate it. At the same time, the working method of com-
bining centralized leadership with full-scale mass movements
is practised in all economic branches and enterprises. Thus,
the central task of socialist construction, that of industrializa-
tion, becomes a task which is directly and actively undertaken
by the broadest mass of the people; in a certain sense it can
be regarded as a matter of the whole nation running industry.

One of the fundamental reasons why some people in our
Party have fallen into the bog of right opportunism is that
they do not recognize the active role of the mass of the peo-
ple in construction. They oppose the Party’s general line, and

- in particular, the policy of “walking on two legs” which calls

for the simultaneous development of central and local indus-.
try, big, medium-sized and small enterprises and modern
and indigenous methods; they oppose the building of socialism
by way of mass movements which, they say, is no more than
“petty-bourgeois fanaticism,” which would “only bring great-
er, faster, but not better and more economical results,” and
would cause “more loss than gain.” The right opportunists
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seized on individual, temporary defects in the work and,
without making any analysis, exaggerated them freely in
order to achieve their goal of negating the big leap forward
and opposing the general line. The facts have best refuted
all their assertions which imply mistrust in the masses, fear
of the masses and slander of the masses.

Is it true that adoption of the method of mass movements

in building socialism is “petty-bourgeois fanaticism,” that it
would “only bring greater and faster but not better and more

economical results,” or that it would cause “more loss than
gain”? It is well known that during the big leap forward, many
important engineering projects were completed and put into
operation ahead of schedule as a result of the all-out efforts
of the working people. For instance, it took only fourteen
months, instead of the originally scheduled two years, for the
Wuhan Iron and Steel Company to put into operation a giant
modern blast furnace with a daily capacity of more than 2,000
tons of iron. In something over four months the Anshan Iron
and Steel Company put into operation a giant modern open-
hearth furnace with a daily capacity of more than one thousand
tons of steel; this was originally scheduled to take more than
ten months to build. The Kwanting Reservoir, which invelved
1.45 million cubic metres of earthwork and masonry and has
a storage capacity of 2,270 million cubic metres, was some
time ago completed in two and a half years. In building
the new Miyun Reservoir, which will involve 20.56 million
cubic metres of earthwork and masonry and have a storage
capacity of 4,100 million cubic metres, it took only one year
to finish 14.67 million cubic metres of earthwork and masonry
and so enable the reservoir to begin to detain the flood waters.
It took only a little more than ten months to build such a
huge building as the Great Hall of the People in Peking. It
is not only by far the most magnificent and finest building
of its kind in China but ranks among the best in the world.
The cost of all such construction is much lower than that of
similar construction in the First Five-Year Plan period. Take
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construction in the iron and steel and coal industries for
example. The cost of building large blast furnaces formerly
averaged 25,000 yuan per cubic metre of furnace volume. Now
it averages only 14,000 to 18,000 yuan, a drop of 28 to 44 per
cent. The cost of constructing big coal mines formerly averag-
ed 33 yuan per ton of production capacity. Now it averages
only 22 yuan, a drop of 33 per cent. Can anybody in face
of these facts say that such construction is only “greater and
faster” but not “better and more economical”? Production,
too, has been both “greater and faster” and “better and more
economical.” Not only did the output of industrial products
greatly increase in 1958, but large numbers of new products,
almost equivalent to the sum total in the whole of the First
Five-Year Plan period, were successfully trial-produced thanks
to the full mobilization of the masses to overcome difficulties
in every possible way. And quite a number of them were
high-grade, precision, large, complicated or pioneering prod-
ucts that reached or . approached international standards.
Similarly, by bringing into full play the collective wisdom
of the masses, the utilization coefficient of various kinds of
production equipment in China has continued to rise in the
past two years; the utilization coefficients of blast furnaces,
open-hearth furnaces and locomotives, among other equip-
ment, have reached, the world’s record levels. During the
entire First Five-Year Plan period, the industrial ministries
reduced costs by 29 per cent, but in 1958 alone, they cut them
by another 12.5 per cent. We would like to ask the right op-
portunists who think that greater and faster results will not.
mean better and more economical results and that the launch-
ing of mass'movements in industry will lead to a mess or cause
more loss than gain: what is your explanation for all this?
The right opportunists tried to attack the Party’s general
line by taking advantage of the fact that at first the products
of small enterprises using indigenous methods of production,
especially that of small blast furnaces, were of relatively low
quality and produced at a relatively high cost. But here

61




again they still cannot see the wood for the trees. They failed

to see what a tremendous role small-scale production using
indigenous methods plays in the big leap forward in building
socialism. In 1959, China will turn out 20 million tons of pig

iron, about half of which will be produced by small blast

furnaces. The big and medium-sized blast furnaces, which
took us many years to build, total about 24,000 cubic metres
in volume; but the small blast furnaces which have been built
in the past two years and are in normal operation total more
than 43,000 cubic metres in volume. The production tech-
niques of the small blast furnaces, just like those of the big
blast furnaces, need time to develop. There is no reason at
all to make a fuss about this. Following the efforts made in
the first half of this year, the utilization coefficient and the
quality of the products of the small blast furnaces have been
greatly improved and production costs have been substan-
tially reduced. The best small blast furnaces have already
approached the standards of the big ones in these respects.
The small blast furnaces still have very great potentialities
which remain to be tapped. It is estimated that during the
Second Five-Year Plan period, the small blast furnaces can
produce a total of approximately 55 to 60 million tons of iron.
The output of small and medium-sized coal pits will account
for some 40 per cent of the total coal output this year. There-
fore, it can be said that neither the big leap forward nor the
general line would have been possible, if, in the work of in-
dustrialization, we had not adopted the policy of “walking
on two legs” and this method of the mass line.

The recent Eighth Plenary Session of the Eighth Central
Committee of the Chinese Communist Party criticized rightist
conservative thinking and called on the people throughout the
country to fight against rightist tendencies, and to go all out
and launch a vigorous campaign to increase production and
practise economy. This timely decision brought about a new
upsurge in production among the working people throughout
the country. According to data compiled by the State Statis-.
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tical Bureau the total value of the country’s industrial output
in August was 14 per cent higher than in July, and in Septem-
ber it showed another sharp increase of about 27 per cent
over August. Steel output in August was 13.5 per cent higher
than it was in July and the September output showed another
increase of 20 per cent over August. Coal output in August
was 11.5 per cent higher than it was in July while the Septem-
ber output showed another increase of 18 per cent over that
of August. In the first nine months of the year, the aggre-
gate value of industrial output showed an increase'of 45.5
per cent over the corresponding period of last year, with s-teel
output up 67 per cent; coal, 72 per cent; the volume of freight
transport, 69 per cent; the volume of state purchases of com-
modities, 42 per cent and retail sales, 16 per cent. State stocks
of commodities by the end of September were 22 per cent
larger than at the same time last year and the market supply
situation was good. Although our country’s agricultural pro-
duction was affected by severe natural calamities this year, by
relying on our great achievements in water conservancy con-
struction and especially on the newly established people’s com-
munes which led tens of millions of peasants in waging inten-
sive struggles against the natural calamities, these were over-
come in many areas. It is expected that on the ba:sm of last
year’s exceptionally good harvest, a harvest still richer than
that of last year will be reaped this year.

All these facts show in full measure that: firstly, the de-
mand for greater, faster, better and more economical results
is entirely realistic and is beginning to be fulfilled anq, as
more experience is acquired in the future, it will l?e fulfilled
more fully and effectively. Secondly, to fulfil this d.er'nand,
it is necessary to carry through the whole set of policies of
‘“walking on two legs,” and so enable the broad. mass of our
heroic people to put forth all their strength. Thirdly, to fulfil
this demand it is necessary to develop a well-guided, large-
scale mass movement in every enterprise, in order that the
political consciousness, initiative and creativeness of the broad
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masses may be brought into play, that they may be .led to

make an all-out effort and set high aims for themselves in their
work. I,n fact, the application of the policy of “walking on
two legs ’ on a.nation-wide scale and the launching of a glasl:
campaign within each enterprise are two aspects of the ma
line methosl qf work as applied to the building of socialism >
From th1§ it can be seen that adoption of the mass line. f
:::lx;l;ﬁl:)oﬂ;]m the tflocialist revolution and in the socialist cog—
. n has enabled China’s socialist cause to adv:
i<zw1ftly and smootl}ly; it has ensured our country’s grf\st}‘:egy
eaps and bounds in the past ten years, and especially i 4
last year and this. ’ pecially in the
Thanks to the big leap forward in
major t.argets originally set for 1962 in &lees;ez:d Jgiz&the
Plan will be overfulfilled this year. We shall thus be abl Cin
:};iiéxsf;t threedyzars to make bigger progress in industry eau:g
ture an evote more efforts to str i in
weak lm!{s. It can be anticipated that theeggzgiglrﬁvz;tam
Plan period will be five years of a big leap forward. Siealr
s‘uch tremendous changes have taken place in Chir;a’s ng
Elgnziil economy in the past decade, the changes in the next
. ff‘a e Wﬂl certainly be even more spectacular. By that time
ina \.mll have exceeded Britain in the output of most of th ’
maOJ;)r industrial products. °
course, our leap forward is just beginni :
3,1: }1;1:5;:15 of 1;hel cc})luntry and the I:‘Zeople agre Itl:lor;lgéerr?:d f?;hzi
\ accomplished is far from eno i
is far from adequate. We must contilrlli}:: igdwz)lﬁ; e;:m?I::l?se
hard, to earnestly sum up and accumulate experience in thy
course of our work and learn from the advanced experie o
of the Soviet Union and other fraternal countries pButnci
any rate, we have laid the foundation for a rapici adva :
and founc?. the road to a continued leap forward. No matril;ze
h(?w the imperialists and the reactionaries in various cou :
tx'-1es slander us or the internal bourgeois rightists and cert i
.right opportunists within our Party oppose us, they can ne:::‘
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undermine the foundation laid by the people of our country
or turn them from the road they have chosen. The people’s
communes are described by the people as “something no thun-
derbolt can shatter.”” This is the verdict of the masses not only
about our people’s commune movement but also about our
general line, the big leap forward, the entire cause of social-
ism and the unity of our Party and the 650 million people of
our country.

The -international situation is just as favourable to our leap
forward as are internal conditions. Firstly, thanks to the
might and unity of the socialist camp headed by the great
Saviet Union and the growth of the struggle against aggres-
sion and war by the peoples throughout the world, the forces
of peace and progress are ever more clearly gaining the upper
hand over the forces of war and reaction. This fact found
clear, new expression in the success of Comrade Khrushchov’s
visit to the United States. Secondly, the socialist cause of
the Chinese people has won the sympathy and support of the
people all over the world, and first and foremost of the Soviet
Union and the other socialist countries, and of the peoples of -
Asia, Africa and Latin America who are fighting for inde-
pendence and democracy.

In celebrating the tenth anniversary of the founding of the
People’s Republic, the Chinese people would like in particular
to thank the Soviet Union which helped our country build
166 construction projects in the First Five-Year Plan period,
signed with China last year and this year new agreements to
help us build another 125 projects and has sent more than
10,800 experts in the economic, cultural and educational fields
to work in China in the past ten years. At the same time, our
thanks go to the other socialist countries which helped China
build 68 construction projects during the First Five-Year Plan
period, later signed new agreements with China to help build
another 40-odd projects and have sent more than 1,500 ex-
perts to work in China. Our achievements are inseparably
linked with the enormous aid given by the peoples of the fra-
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ternal countries, The Chinese people will never forget their
love and friendship. We must for ever adhere to the Marxist-
Leninist principle of combining patriotism with interna-
tionalism and continuously consolidate and develop our
brotherly co-operation with them.

In order to outstrip Britain in the output of major industrial
products in the second decade, we must make efforts to
strengthen certain weak links in our present industrial system
and continue to work energetically to improve agriculture so as
to provide ample sources of raw materials for light industry
whilg ensuring a continued increase in the output of food cropst
It is quite obvious that after this target is achieved, it will
still not be possible to regard our economic level as high. We
shall still have to continue to strive for higher targets at a
speed which the Western bourgeoisie dare not even dream
of. The Chinese people are firmly resolved to build their
country within not too long a period into a great socialist
state with highly developed modern industry, agriculture
science and culture and finally realize the lofty ideal of com-,
munism. There will undoubtedly be difficulties, and not a
few of them, but we shall never be daunted by them. Look-
ing back over the achievements and summing up the experi-
ence of the past ten years, we are firmly convinced that pro-
vided we persistently carry out the Party’s general line and
firmly rely on the two great forces of the great unity of the
people of the whole country and the great unity of the peo-
ples throughout the world, we will certainly be able to over-
come still more successfully all obstacles in our way ahead
and achieve still more brilliant victories in the coming ten
years.

Let all the people of our country continue to do their
utmost and go ahead courageously with the building of our
great motherland under the leadership of the great Chinese
Communist Party and the great leader of the people Comrade
Mao Tse-tung and under the ever-victorious banner of
Marxism-Leninism!
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March Ahead Under the Red Flag of the
Party’s General Line and Mao Tse-tung’s
Military Thinking

Lin Piao

I

Ten years have passed since the founding of the People’s
Republic of China, our great country. All the officers and
men of the Chinese People’s Liberation Army join with the
people throughout the land in joyful celebration of this great,
historic festival of the entire nation.

Ten years is only a brief moment in the span of history.
Yet in these ten years our country has achieved the great
victory of the socialist revolution immediately following the
victory of the new-democratic revolution. In the struggle be-
tween the two roads of socialism and capitalism, socialism has
basically defeated capitalism in all fields. The history of
class exploitation, which lasted thousands of years, has in the
main been ended. The 650 million Chinese people, one-fourth
of the world’s population, have entered socialist society. Fol-
lowing three years of economic rehabilitation, our country
fulfilled the First Five-Year Plan for Development of the
National Economy (1953-57) and thus laid the preliminary
foundation for socialist industrialization. In 1958, on the rec-
ommendation of Comrade Mao Tse-tung, the Communist
Party formulated the general line for building socialism — go
all out, aim high and achieve greater, faster, better and more
economical results. Under the guiding light of this general
line, industry and agriculture, eculture and education began
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their great leap forward, making it possible for our country
to fulfil the major targets of the Second Five-Year Plan thre
years ahead of schedule. Last autumn, in less than two months
people’s communes were swiftly set up throughout ou
countryside. . In less than a year they have consolidated
themselves and embarked on the road of sound developmen
and they are ever more clearly displaying their superiority
China’s unparalleled speed in building socialism and her br
liant achievements testify eloquently to the inexhaustible pow-
er and wisdom of the industrious and courageous Chinese §
people in creating history under the leadership of the great
Chinese Communist Party and the great people’s leader, '}
Comarde Mao Tse-tung. Imperialism, however, has not stop-
ped its sabotage against us for a moment and still dreams of
overthrowing us. Not long after the founding of our Republic, §
U.S. imperialism launched the war of aggression in Korea and,
at the same time, seized our Taiwan in.a vain attempt to ‘N
occupy Korea and then to strangle the new-born People’s §
Republic of China. This attempt ended in ignominious de- 3
feat. Now China’s great leap forward and the people’s com- J
munes have thrown the imperialists into terror and confusion -
and they have unleashed the most vicious slanders and attacks
against China. But again they have failed miserably. De- '#
spite all the obstruction and sabotage of imperialism and
reaction, China’s wheel of history is rolling forward at a .
speed of “twenty years concentrated in a day.” The Chinese '
people have now grown strong! , :

Great successes have been achieved on the national defence
front, as on other fronts of socialist construction, in the past j
ten years. After the founding of the People’s Republic of §
China, the Chinese People’s Liberation Army rapidly mopped f
up the remnants of the Kuomintang reactionary forces and
liberated the entire Chinese mainland. Together with the
Korean People’s Army, the Chinese People’s Volunteers de-
feated the armed forces of the No. 1 imperialism of the
world. U.S. imperialism was exposed before the peoples of |
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the world as a paper tiger. In liberating the off-shore islands,
guarding the country’s frontiers and its territorial waters and
air, punishing Chiang Kai-shek’s forces on Quemoy, preparing
for the liberation of Taiwan and putting down the rebellion of
Tibetan reaction, our army has been successfully discharging
the duties entrusted to it by the people of the country. Along
the national defence frontiers and at strategic points in depth,
modern, large-scale national defencé projects have been un-
dertaken, so that our country has begun to have quite a
complete network of modern defence installations. Guided
by the correct line laid down by the Central Committee of
the Party and Comrade Mao Tse-tung for building our army
into a fine, modernized, revolutionary army, and with the
assistance of the Soviet Union and other fraternal countries,
the army itself has undergone a new major change in the
history of its development. The technical equipment of the
army has been improved and a series of reforms concerning
the command, organization, training and other systems of the
army has been effected. Now our army has developed from
a single arm into a composite force of different arms. The
major technical branches of the land forces have been mark-
edly strengthened. A powerful air force has been built up
and the navy has grown correspondingly. In the course of
this modernization, the Party’s absolute leadership in the
army has been consolidated, the glorious tfradition of the
unity between the army and the civilian population, between
officers and men, has been developed and the mass line has,
been carried out in various flelds of work. Following the
great rectification campaign, inspired by the Party’s general
line for building socialism and the nation-wide big leap for-
ward, the army has also made an all-out, comprehensive big
leap forward in its work. As part of our national defence
forees, in addition to a politically firm and technically modern
standing army, we have built up a militia force of hundreds
of millions of people., With this militia force, the entire pop-
ulation can be turned into a military force if ever imperial-
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ism dares to attack our country. In co-ordination with t
standing army, this militia force can overwhelm the enem¥§
in the flames of an all-out people’s war. In addition to inW
creasing its own strength, our army has at all times taken :
great part in national construction and social reforms. In th
political report to the Second Session of the Eighth Nationa
Congress of the Party, delivered on behalf of the Central
Committee, Comrade Liu Shao-chi pointed out that “the Peo~
ple’s Liberation Army is the defender as well as the builde
of the cause of socialism.”? Our army has in the past te
years faithfully carried out this honourable task.

In the past ten years our country has been undergoing
great change — the transition from the thorough victory o
the democratic revolution to the carrying out of the socialist
revolution and socialist construction. Militarily, our army has'j |
advanced from a single arm to a modern composite force of §
different arms; this is also a big leap forward. In these cir- "
cumstances, we are confronted with a series of vital problems §
concerning the building up of the army. The main problem
is: Is it still important in the stage of the modernization of } i
the army for politics to be in command? Concretely speakmg, .
what place has political and ideological work? What attitude A
should the members of the armed forces adopt towards the .
country’s economic construction and mass movements? What .
is the correct way to handle intra-army relations and to
strengthen still further the Party’s leadership in the army? 8
All these questions must be settled in the new stage of the
building up of the army. In the past ten years, we have

B
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i

achieved the successes and victories mentioned above because '
we have dealt with these vital problems on the whole qulte [
correctly. . Today, on the occasion of the tenth anniversary of ;
the founding of our Republic, we would like to dwell mamly 4
on some of our experiences relating to this. i

1Second Session of the Eighth National Congress of the Communist 7}
Party of Chinag, Foreign Languages Press, Peking, 1958, p. 54.
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The realization of socialism and communism is the lofty
ideal for which the officers and men of our army have strug-
gled heroically for many years. Even in the stage of the
democratic revolution, the Party never.relaxed in educating
its armed forces in the ideal of socialism and communism.
The great majority of the comrades of our army displayed
resolution and courage in the period of the democratic revolu-
tion and, in the period of the socialist revolution, exerted
their efforts heroically for socialism and showed themselves
undaunted fighters in the cause. However, quite a number
of comrades lack a high degree of socialist consciousness,
though they have certain aspirations for socialism and wish to
see its fruition. Consequently, the thinking of some of them
often remained at the stage of the democratic revolution while
the socialist revolution had already begun. It is in the very
course of the socialist revolution that quite a few of them
gradually prepare themselves mentally for the socialist rev-
olution. The socialist revolution is much broader and deeper
than the democratic revolution. Its aim is to liquidate all
systems of exploitation and the private ownership of the
means of production. Each step in this revolution has a pow-
erful impact on the life and thinking of the several hundred
million people of our country, and the various ideological
trends in society are inevitably reflected, directly or indirectly,
in the army. If adequate mental preparation for the socialist
revolution and serious self-remoulding are lacking, the revolu-
tionary army man cannot possibly maintain a firm stand in
the socialist revolution and, consequently, cannot possibly
carry through the Party’s general line for building socialism
in a conscious, resolute manner. When socialism actually
comes and private ownership of the means of production by
the bourgeoisie and petty bourgeoisie is actually coming to an
end, he will therefore be taken by surprise and even lose his
bearings. Thus. the germ of bourgeois ideology would spread
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in that section of our Party and army where resistance
weak and exercise a corrosive and splitting influence on oufd
Pax:ty and army. Consequently, we would encounter interna]: '?l"
resistance in the struggle for the realization of socialism.
As two opposing classes, the bourgeoisie and the Workingﬂ 4

class do'not exist within our army, but the struggle between
bourgeois and working-class ideology does exist. This ideolog-‘;

ical struggle is a reflection of the struggle between the two
roads, socialist and capitalist, in the transition period. As the

situation now stands, the transformation of.the old economic
system of society "has been completed in the main, but not\zf
fully; the economic system of society has been chax’lged but 1
ren.mant bourgeois ideological and political activities stifl re- §
main and the social*basis for this, though shrinking, is still
there to a certain extent. The force of habit of the bm;rgeoisie |
fmd small producers is a kind of social basis for bourgeois
ideology which still finds a place among a section of the peo- :‘:,
ple and would become active and cause trouble when the

opportunity arises. Either socialist or capitalist ideology

must dominate the minds of the people. Therefore, in the ")
transition period, the struggle to enhance proletarian ideology i
and liquidate bourgeois ideology remains vital at all times in g
building up the army. None of the work of our army, in- g
cluding its modernization, can be divorced from this idec’)log-

ical struggle. This political and ideological struggle between

the working class and the bourgeoisie rises and ebbs, rises:

again and ebbs again, like the tides; it is far from over to
this day and will not end until classes are finally and com-
pletely liquidated. Consequently, our work of socialist ideo-
logical education cannot be completed all at once. With the
r?se and ebb of the class struggle, it will necessarily be car-
ried on sometimes steadily and evenly, in the form of long-
term theoretical and policy education, and at other times in
jche form of large-scale rectification and ideological remould-
ing campaigns. Socialist ideology assumes its position and
expands step by step through education and struggle. Every
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revolutionary must go through uninterrupted revolution ideo-
logically. The san fan movement (against corruption, waste
and bureaucracy), the movement to resist U.S aggression and
aid Korea, the movement to study the Party’s general line
for the transition period, the movement to clean out the coun-
ter-revolutionaries, the rectification campaign, the anti-rightist
struggle, .the great debate on socialism around the central
question of agricultural co-operation, and the study of the
Party’s general line for building socialism with the people’s
communes and the great leap forward as its main .content —
all these things which we carried out during the past ten years
represent highly successful political and -ideoclogical work. Of
course we do not rest content with these successes and do not
pelieve that the future tasks on the political and ideological
fronts will be any lighter because of these successes.

In waging the struggle on the political and ideological fronts,
we always maintain that as far as the overwhelming majority
of comrades are concerned this is mainly a question of educa-
tion and raising their level. The officers and men of our
army ardently love socialism, fight for it resolutely and can
withstand tests of great stress. Those who insist on taking
the road of capitalism and are deliberately against socialism
are merely a handful of individuals from alien classes who
have sneaked into the army. However, since the overwhelm-
ing majority of the officers and men of eur army come from
the peasantry, unavoidably some comrades sometimes consider
questions from the temporary, partial interests of small pro-
ducers and do not clearly understand certain questions of
socialist change; unavoidably, too, a small number of com-
rades are affected, in the great storm and stress of the socialist
revolution, by bourgeois and petty-bourgeois, and especially
well-to-do middle peasant, ideological influences and reveal
an insufficiently resolute standpoint. This is the situation
and, if it were allowed to develop, bourgeois ideology would
spread in our army. Therefore, we must not slacken ideolog-
ical work for a moment. These ideological questions be-
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long to the category of contradictions among the people an
must not be solved by methods used for handling contradi
tions between ourselves and the enemy, by coercive, high X
handed methods; they should be solved only by democratic
methods, methods of discussion, criticism, persuasion andfg
education. Rt

During the new historical period, political' and ideological'f

work in the army is very important and must never be slack-;,;j..
ened. “Political work is the life-blood of our army” — this 4}

is a truth which has been proved by decades of revolutionary - §
practice of our army. Comrade Mao Tse-tung in one of his i}

editorial notes in the book Socialist Upsurge in China’s Coun?,__
tryside pointed out: “Political work is the life-blood of all 7§

economic work. This is particularly true at a time when the

ical and ideological work is not done well, everything else
is out of the question. The great achievements in the varied
work of our army jn the past ten years represent, first and
foremost, the blossoming and fruition of socialist ideology.
Henceforth it will still be a fundamental task in the building
of our army to strengthen theoretical education in Marxism-
Leninism, to strengthen education in socialism and the general
line of the Party and to link this closely with the practice of

1Socialist Upsurge in China’s Countryside, Foreign Languages Press,
Peking, 1957, p. 302.

4

economic system of a society is undergoing a fundamental
change.” This statement, of course, applies equally well to 4
the army. In building up our army into a modernized army,
we should of course pay very great attention to improving
equipment and mastering technique. But we must at the same §
time pay attention to the other side, which is indeed the pre- 3
dominant side, that is, we must not forget political interests, }
we must emphasize the political side. Our army is an army
to serve political interests, the political interests of socialism,
and we must see to it that political interests guide our mili- 4
tary and day-to-day work. This is most fundamental; if polit- |

the contemporary revolutionary struggle and the c}%ange in
the thinking of the members of the army — so as continuous Ly
to eliminate from people’s minds the ~vestige:s of .bo.urgems
and petty-bourgeois ideology and enhance their socialist con-

sciousness.

m

The Chinese People’s Liberation Army, whi?h was born
and grew up in the midst of the people’s revolutionary strug-
gles, has always regarded the revolutionary mass movement
as its own affair. When the masses rise up and wage hard,
bitter struggles against the old system and for f:he tr'f\nsforma-
tion of society and of nature, the People’s .leeratlon Army
always stands as one with the people and.nges 'fhem wholﬁ-
hearted, powerful support; it participa}tes directly in the.seet -t
ing, stirring mass movements in v‘vhlc_:h, at the same txme,.lx
receives the greatest and best SChoollng. And when l:xostl e
forces attempt to obstruct and undermine the revolutionary
mass movements, the People’s Liberation Army alwa;rs stands
behind the masses. At the same time, the vast, surging mass
movements, in turn, always inspire a}nd .educatce the arrlr}g
greatly, serving as a revolutionary crucible in whlch. the polit-
ical consciousness of the army is tempered and. x:alsed. Tl%e
People’s Liberation Army, under extremely dlfflCl,ll.t condi-
tions, has been able to defeat an enemy far.sgperlor both
in equipment and numbers precisely because it is an armed
force that has flesh and blood ties with the masses who, whe‘:n
fully mobilized, “create a vast sea’ and drowp the enemy in
it, remedy our shortage in arms and ot?e? thmgs, and secux::a1
the prerequisites to overcome every dlfflculty.m the war.”
Such relationship.between the People’s Liberathn Army and

1Selected Works of Mao Tse-tung, Lawrence & Wishart, London, 1954,
Vol. II, p. 204
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the masses of the people is determined by the very nature of
the People’s Liberation Army and the very purpose for whic ]
it was founded. This was so in the period of democratic §
revolution and remains so in the period of socialist revolution. §
In March 1949, when the democratic revolution was attaining §
decisive victory and a new stage of socialist revolution was 3
about to begin, Comrade Mao Tse-tung, at the Second Plenary '
Session of the Seventh Central Committee of the Chinese K
Communist Party, again issued a timely, great call to us — '
that the People’s Liberation Army shall for ever be a fighting '§
force and at the same time a working force.

After the liberation of the mainland, the major task of our
army shifted from fighting to training; instead of living scat- A
tered in villages as before, it moved into regular barracks and'
thus had less opportunity-for direct contact with the masses.
At that time some comrades held that since there was a divi-
sion of labour between economic construction and the build-
ing up of national defence and that since army training was
very heavy work, it appeared as if there were no need for
the army to take part in the revolutionary struggles of the
masses of the people or in national economic construction, no
need to take part in “civilian” business. We criticized this
wrong view and firmly corrected it in time. We have con-
tinued to develop our army’s long-standing, glorious tradition
of simultaneously carrying eut the three great tasks — fighting,
mass work and production, and we have launched various
activities in support of the mass movements in line with the
requirements of different stages of socialist transformation
and socialist construction. During the past ten years, the
People’s Liberation Army has vigorously supported and en-
thusiastically joined in every major social reform and mass
movement. The spokesmen of the imperialists who are
violently hostile to our socialist cause describe our army’s
active participation in the people’s revolutionary movements
as ‘“armed suppression.” Nothing, indeed, is more absurd. In
fact, the imperialist bosses themselves are accustomed to

K

employing their reactionary armed fo.rces in brutal supprei-
sion of the people of their own countries and of thef natloga -
democratic movements of the colonial peoples. 'Fhe1r slanders
and calumnies against our army only reveal then: mqrtal ft.aalj
of the close unity between our powerful People’s le.erathn
Army and the more than 600 millior.l people, and: the'lr van;
attempts to cover up their own nefarious deeds with lies an
ications.

faf;‘;‘;a'%?; leap forward in our national economy that bega’n
in 1958 along with the great upsurge ‘to 'form the people,s
communes has shown the boundless v1ta1{ty .of our .Party s
general line for socialist construction. This line, which was
readily grasped by the masses, has become a tremendous
material force and brought about a vast mass movemer}t
unprecedented in history. What should be our attlf.ude to this
mighty mass movement? Should we plunge into it and sup-
port the masses with all our hearts? (_)r should we stand
outside the movement and pick fault with the masses here
and there, or even stand in opposition to the movement and
against the masses? In sharp contrast to the right oppor-
tunists, the People’s Liberation Army, long brought up on the
teachings of the Party and Comrade Mao Tse-tung anc.i stand-
ing as one with the people, resolutely supports t}us .great
mass movement. The officers and men of the People’s Lll.f)era-
tion Army fully understand from their pfzrsonal‘ experience
that the big leap forward and the people.s communes ha\;e
their objective material base and are the inevitable products
of China’s historical development. The Par-ty and Comrade’
Mao Tse-tung concentrated the will and creative energy of the
masses and pushed this mighty movement fory{arfi. The
mighty upsurge of revolutionary fervour and socialist con-
sciousness manifested by the broad masses of th:e labouring
people during the big leap forward and the Peogle S commune
movement is due precisely to their determmatlon. to change
our backward economic situation as quickly as poss1ble,.to put
an end to our state of being “poor and blank” and to build our
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couniry into a great socialist state with highly develope

they see eye to eye with the people and are deeply moved by i
their great determination. The officers and men of the Peo-'k?
ple’s Lll?eration Army know only too well that the imperialists 1
and '1:1.1e1r henchmen are eyeing our socialist construction with !
hostlht}.r and will never miss a single chance to sabotage. This :'3-
nr}al'tes it all the more necessary for us to maintain constant 1
vigilance and firmly carry through and defend our Party’s 1
general line for building socialism so as to develop our national
economy at high speed. Only with our national economy
dev-elopmg at a rapid tempo can the modernization of our i
national defence be attained, and the happiness and peace of 'f"
our people be safeguarded. The officers and men of the Peo-~

ple’s Liberation Army fully realize that fear of the mass

movement is in the ingrained nature of right opportunists and §

bourgeois revolutionaries. Confronted by the mass movement
tl

they are only interested in picking faults and exaggerating :

them so as to spread slackness, despondency, dissatisfaction
and pessimism, to negate our achievements and the Party’s
general line. We, on the other hand, are firmly for the full
mo'bilization of the masses to carry the socialist revolution
t(? its completion and to build socialism with great vigour and
Yxtality. To reject the mass movement and oppose it by seiz~
ing upon some isolated, local and temporary shortcomings
which have been quickly overcome, is to turn one’s back
upon progress, upon the revolutionary cause. Participating
.directly in the mass movement, the officers and men of the
People’s Liberation Army see, above all, the tremendous en-
deavours and magnificent successes of hundreds of millions
of people. This is the main current, the essence of the mass
movement. In the people’s communes, for example, we see
not only the powerful vitality and unparalleled superiority
of this new-born social organization and the important role
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it plays in developing the national economy and culture and

in raising the living standards of the people; we have also

come to realize that in the event of a war of aggression

launched by imperialism against our country, the people’s com-

munes, in which township administration and commune

management are merged and industry, agriculture, trade,

education and military affairs are integrated, will be the mighty

prop for the task of turning the whole population into fight~

ing men, of supporting the front, of defending the country

and overwhelming the aggressors. Seeing this revolutionary

creation of the masses of people which can accelerate the

advance of the socialist cause and at the same time promote -
the building of national defence, what else can anyone who

genuinely desires a prosperous and powerful motherland do
but support it wholeheartedly and praise it with deep emotion?
Of course, it was inevitable that in the course of such a vast,
rapidly growing, mass revolutionary movement as the estab-
lishment of the people’s communes, lack of experience would
result in some shortcomings. But what merits extraordinary
attention is not at all that some shortcoming or another oc-
curred but the fact that the shortcomings were so few com-
pared with the achievements, that the shortcomings were
overcome so rapidly and that the skill with which our Party
and Comrade Mao Tse-tung led the mass movement is so
superb and so worthy of admiration and study.

As we have said, the People’s Liberation Army is an in-
strument of political struggle and instead of standing aloof
from politics, a revolutionary soldier must attach importance
to political interests and work hard at political study. And
the practice of the mass movement and of social struggle is
itself a rich political experience. We should at all times keep
in touch with the masses and raise our own level by absorb-
ing nourishment from the revolutionary mass movements. By
vigorously and actively taking part in national construction
and the mass movements, officers and men of the army can
widen their breadth of vision, enrich their minds and fortify
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their own mass point of view and their love of labour, raise
their theoretical level and deepen their understanding of }
policy through integration with rich practice. Furthermore, 3
they can learn from the civilian cadres the methods of class ]
analysis and the lively working methods of the mass line.
Time and again, experience has shown that as far as the masses §
of officers and the rank and file are concerned, participation 3
in mass movements is a most vivid, fruitful and profound }
political schooling. Faster political and ideological progress §
is invariably achieved by the officers and men of any unit

that pays attention to this, while the officers and men of any

unit that neglects this become politically uninformed and nar- j

row-sighted and their thinking lags behind events. A few years
ago there were comrades who regarded it as an extra burden
for the army to participate in mass movements and assist the
people in production. They held that only drilling and lectures
constituted training while participation in practical socialist
struggles was not training but an obstruction to training which

would bring “more loss than gain.” Such a viewpoint is utter-
ly wrong.

v

At the present stage of building a modernized army, when
the technical equipment of our army is being constantly im-
proved and the mastery of technique and the raising of the
technical level of our army have become more important than
ever before, is the human factor still of decisive significance?
Some comrades take the view that modern warfare differs
from warfare in the past, that since the weapons and equip-
ment available to our army in the past were inferior we had
to emphasize dependence on man, on his bravery and wisdom,
in order to win victories. - They say that modern warfare is
a war of technique, of steel and machinery, and that in the
face of these things, man’s role has to be relegated te a second-
ary place. They attach importance only to machinery and
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want to turn revolutionary soldiers into robots devoid of rev-
olutionary initiative. Contrary to these people, we believe
that while equipment and technique are important, the human
factor is' even more so. Technique also has to be mastered by
man. Men and material must form a unity with men .as the
leading factor. What we have to consider constat}tly is h(_)w
to mobilize all positive factors still better and bring the in-
itiative of the mass of officers and men into full play. That
is why in building up the army during the past t_en years, we
have paid special attention to creating close relatmns: between
the officers and men and, between the men at the higher arfd
lower echelons, and to applying the mass line thoroughly in
all work.

The Chinese People’s Liberation Army is a peop.le’s army of
an entirely new type. It began its work of building itself up
by destroying the warlord system of the feud.al, nrfercenary
army and establishing the system of democratic unity. Ox{r
army has the most authoritative system of command but is
also characterized by the close relations of a great revolu-
tionary family, with unity between the officers and -men z.md
between the higher and lower echelons. While our army is a
fighting organization of the greatest <.:entrahsr.n and the
strongest discipline, it is also an army with the rlc%le.st dem-
ocratic life. While our whole army works under a unlflefi com-
mand from top to bottom, it is also accustomed to applying .the
mass line in all spheres of work. Officers and men, .centrahsm
and democracy, unified command and the mass line—these
seem to be diametrically contradictory, yet they have befen
very well integrated in our army. This is a Marxist-Leninist
tradition which the Chinese Communist Party -and Comrgd’e
Mao Tse-tung have long established in the Chinese People’s
Liberation Army. In the past ten years, regardless o.f tl.le
changes in our army’s weapons and equ1pn_1ent a?nd in 11.:3
organizational systems, we have held fast to this glorious tradi-
tion and developed it incessantly.
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Comrade Mao Tse-tung has long since pointed out that
whether the relations between the officers and men are good
or bad is not a question of technique or method but of attitude,
it is a question of attitude of basic importance as to Whethex: ‘:
or not the personality of the ordinary soldier is respected. ]
We have always held that the only difference between the §

o.fﬁcers and men is one of division of labour within the revolu-
tlonaf'y 1."anks and, politically speaking and as far as per-
sonality is concerned, there is no distinction of high and low.

Officers are not special figures above the rank and file. Only i

when the officers have affection and solicitude for the rank and

file, when the rank and file respect the officers and when they

respect each other, can relations of equality and

be established and the aim of unity lgetweZn the l:)?t)itcl;i:h:gg
men be attained. Such unity brings forth unlimited fighting
strength. In 1958, our army in response to the call of Com-
rade Mao Tse-tung began to put into practice the system of
officers going down to the companies and serving as rank-and-
file soldiers for a period of one month each year. Our comrade
generals who are commanding officers and political commis-
sars of the various military areas, services and arms, took
the lead in putting this into effect. The officers who jo,in the
companies as ordinary soldiers drill, do manual labour, live
a.nd spend their recreation time together with the ranl; and
file. They take orders from the squad leaders; what
they do not know they learn from the squad leaders ;nd the
rank and file like pupils in school. In no time they mix well
with the soldiers and become their bosom friends. The re-
ports from the various units show that in companies which
officers have joined as ordinary soldiers, political enthusiasm
and. morale is especially high. With the officers themselves
setting examples, the rank and file show every possible con-
cern for the officers, pay great attention to their health and
help them as much as they can so as to lighten their strain
of physical labour. Serving as ordinary soldiers is also of great
help to the officers themselves. In working and living with

-
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the rank and file, they are able to establish the communist
style of treating others on an equal footing, guard against
bureaucratic airs and raise the level of their mass outlook;
they can examine the directives and decisions of the leading
organizations and the style of work of the leadership from
the angle of an ordinary soldier. Although only a year has
passed since the introduction of the officers-serving-as-
soldiers system, one can already see that it will enable the
officers and the rank and file of our army to merge more close-
ly into an integral body whose pulse and heart beat in unison,
and to become an invincible force.

Comrade Mao Tse-tung has always attached great impor-
tance to the development of democratic life. He has instructed
us many times on this. He has said that the army should
practise a certain degree of democracy. This is the way to -
achieve unity between the officers and the men and hence
increase the fighting strength of the army. He has said that
every unit of the army should carry out a campaign known as
“support the officers and love the soldiers,” calling on the
officers to have affection for the rank and file and at the same
time calling on the rank and file to support the officers. They
should frankly point out their shortcomings and mistakes to
each other and correct them quickly. This is the way the goal
of internal unity can be properly achieved. He has also said
that what is called the question of the correct handling of
contradictions among the people is precisely one of the mass
line, which our Party has often talked about. This democratic
working method, the working method of the mass line which
Comrade Mao Tse-tung taught us, was first carried out in the
army and has provided us with rich experiences. In the Chinese
People’s Liberation Army, the rank and file are the ones to be
governed and led, yet at the same time they are entitled to
take part in the conduct of affairs, contribute their ideas and
recommend ways and means in the course of the work. The
officers are the ones who govern and lead, yet at the same time
they are subject to the supervision of the masses, rely on the




masses and mobilize them in work. Where contradictions |
arise, the democratic methpd of persuasion and education is 1
used to adjust them according to the unity-criticism-unity
formula. In this way unity is strengthened, morale is raised, !
discipline is consolidated and the initiative and creative energy 4
of the mass of officers and rank and file are developed. Dur- 1
ing the past ten years we have made great progress in

all this. The Chinese People’s Volunteers, too, scored out-

standing achievements in applying democracy to the highly ;
modern war of resisting U.S. aggression and aiding Korea. §
The “underground Great Wall,”” that is, the tunnel fortifica-

tions which played a very important role in this war, was the
product of the collective wisdom of the masses gained
through the joint efforts of the officers and the rank and file.
We have also applied democracy to modern military training.

The results prove that units which carry out the mass line well 1

invariably score excellent achievements in training. In 1958,
the mass campaign to master military technique under the
slogan of “mastering many skills while specializing in one,
every soldier capable of many uses” came into prominence.
A technical innovation campaign that centred on improving
technical equipment also developed on a large scale, resulting
in many rationalization proposals and many valuable innova-
tions and inventions. In addition, the democratic method of
airing one’s views, contending and debating to the fullest
extent and publicizing one’s views in tatsepao! — the method
adopted throughout the country since the rectification cam-
paign—-has also been introduced in the army. This method
is most suitable for mobilizing the masses for self-education
solving internal contradictions, bringing into full play mass,
initiative and increasing their sense of responsibility.

The democracy which we practise is democracy under
centralized guidance and it is carried out under leadership.

10pinions written in bold characters and posted on walls for every-
body to see—Tr. '
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We are at all times opposed to anarchism and equalitarianism.
While carrying forward democratic life in the army, we also
consider and take into account the special features of an army
at all times and places. We take democracy as a means whereas
our end is to increase the army’s unity, strengthen its dis-
cipline and raise its fighting strength. The officers and the
rank and file of our army have the common political purpose
and the common ideological basis of unity among themselves
to defeat the enemy. Therefore, democratic life in our army
has all along gone forward on a sound footing. We should
firmly trust the majority of the masses. Should any people
with ulterior motives try to use democracy to undermine our
army, the leadership at all levels would never tolerate them,
nor would the mass of officers and men ever let them get

away with it.
v

The Party’s absolute leadership in the armed forces and the
staunch Party character of the host of officers of our army
are the best guarantee for success in the field of national
defence in our country’s socialist construction. We know full
well that in the past ten years, as in the years of war before
that, whenever we were confronted with crucial problems in
the building of national defence and in military struggles, we
always received our correct orientation from the Party and
Comrade Mao Tse-tung and the problems were solved success-
fully. For example, the laying down of the policy for build-
ing a modernized revolutionary army, the correct handling of
the relations between the building up of national defence and
national economic construction, the wise policy decision on
resisting U.S. aggression and aiding Korea and the correct
strategic guidance, the decisions on the policies regarding the
struggle for the liberation of Taiwan and the operations on
the Fukien front, the introduction of the policy of combining
the powerful regular forces, the special technical units and the
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.f:trmed militia in preparation for turning the whole populatio
into fighting men, and so on—all these, without excepﬁo
are the result of leadership by the Party and by Comrad
Mao Tse-tung personally.

In his article “Problems of War and Strategy,” Comrad
Mao Tse-tung said: “According to the Marxist theory of the'}
state, the army is the chief component of the political poweri.
of a state. Whoever wants to seize the political power of thé--

state and to maintain it must have a strong army.”! He added §§
in the same article: : R

Communists do not contend for personal military powerf
(they should never do that, and let no one follow the ex-
ample of Chang Kuo-tao), but they must contend for mili-
tax:y power for the Party and for the people. . .. Our
principle is that the Party commands the gun, and the gun 1
will never be allowed to command the Party.? 1

¥

The Chinese People’s Liberation Army, in the ten years ]
since the founding of the Republic, as in the time
of war, has always resolutely supported the leadership :
of the Party and Comrade Mao Tse-tung, serving as a most ;
faithful and dependable instrument in carrying through }
the lines and policies laid down by the Party, as the
staunchest defender of the people’s democratic dic’tatorsHip
under the Party’s leadership and of the socialist cause. As 1
a result, the masses of the people have always lavished great E
.honou'rs and love on the People’s Liberation Army, whereas
imperialism and all the reactionaries have invariably regarded 3
the unmeasured loyalty of the People’s Liberation Army to !
the Party and Comrade Mao Tse-tung as something that
wo\rl«;s to their greatest disadvantage. We officers and Com-
munists working in the army must be on the alert at all times
against the intrigues of the enemy — both against invasion

1Mao Tse-tung, op. cit, p. 272.
* 21bid. '

by the enemy with arms and against “sugar-coated shells” of
all kinds and sabotage from within. The officers and Com-
munists in the army have an especially important duty in
defending meticulously the interests of the people, the
socialist cause and the leadership of the Party from assault
and sabotage by any enemy whatsoever. This is a duty which,
first and foremost, calls for conscientious study by the officers
and Communists in the army, for their self-remoulding so as
to acquire a high degree of political consciousness and a
staunch Party character. :

Party character is not an abstract thing. The staunch Party
character of a Communist and an officer in the army should
find expression, at all times and in all circumstances, in.
upholding the unity of the Party unswervingly and in
wholehearted struggle for the programme and lines of the
Party. It is therefore constantly necessary for a Communist
and an officer to take interest in, and pay attention to, the
political situation and the policies, lines.and other issues con-
cerning the direction to pursue, to maintain a firm stand, dis-
tinguish right from wrong and avoid wavering and loss of
bearings when confronted with important problems of right
and wrong. The position of the individual in relation to the
Party must be placed correctly. The Party should be obeyed
absolutely; no personal ambitions are permissible. Discipline
should be strictly observed; in all circumstances importance
should be attached to the unity of the Party and nothing
should be done behind the back of the Party; one should be
just, selfless and honest, and not try to build up one’s personal
prestige by hypocritical means; modest and not conceited;
courageous in accepting criticism and advice and active in
combating all wrong tendencies, not rejecting criticism and
persisting in mistakes. In “short, individualism is the source
of all evils. As soon as it sprouts, it must be criticized to the
full and overcome by every effort, not a single bit of it must
be allowed to get by. The Party character of the great majority
of the officers in our army has grown steadily stronger under
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