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IN NOVEMBER 1911

In November 1941, when the Communists of Albania formed their
own Party, they were no more than 200. And, although the ideas of
Marx and Lenin had already gained ground among us and the con-
fidence im the socialist future had knocked at Albanian hearts, few
could believe that a handful of men could bring abowut jn only three
vears the greatest overturn in the historv of these few people, in this
corner of the Balkans run over by a forty-million-strong Power with
nelghbours on whom fascism had also pierced its claws.

Mot that the Italian fascists and the ruthless classes of the Alba-
nian feudals and bourgeoisie in their service had not been aware of
the danger. The fascists had a long experience in waging an anti-
communist war in their country and abroad, They were aware of the
danger the formalion of a Communist Parly would mean for them in
a couniry where the people's resistance movement against the invaders
was walling for its helmsman, even in a country like Albania where
the proletariat was so few in number and had not given proof of or-
ganization and management. As {o our feudal lords and the bourgenisie,

they shuddered when they heard the name of Communists.

Even then, what could 200 communists do? How could they cope
with an Empire which had turned Albania into a great military base
directed towards the East?

In spite of that, those in power began their campalgn to nip the
Communist organization in the bud and not many days later they began
to kill and hang. Only six months later did fighting begin in the cap-
ital bringing about the death of one of the most cutstanding leaders of
the Party, Qemal Stafa. Then the flames had spread to the forests.
The first partisan detachments had taken to the mountains and gueril-
las units were operating In town after town. The smaller these forces,
the more courageous and unbelievable were their blows, and the clearer
it became that the bBlowing winds would soon spread the flames
throughout the country. Confidence in and enthusiasm for the war
grew surprisingly great and gripped ithe masses. The enemy flew inio
a rage &nd took 1o their heels whenever they came up against our

resistance,

The three year long history of the national liberation struggle of
our pecple proved a number of things. Firstly, that even 200 Commu-
nists could, in record time, lead the people Lo wvictory over the bipgest
enemies history could ever give to a people this century, the Italian
fascists and, later, the German nazi, with untrustworthy allies who

tried to dig the grave for our people behind their back,

Secondly, that Albania possessed extraordinary liberation energies
which only a true popular leadership resolved and imbued with revo-
lutionary fervour could lead them to victory. Cur people had lacken
such a leadership in the past. Now that thev had it. they had also se-
cured their victory, a victory they had never secured before. The lik-
eration of Albania from Turkey of the Sultan in 1912 had been a major
historical event. Bul that maimed Albaniag remained, on the other
hand. a “little Turkey” as we say, who had never snjoved freedom, a
prey 1o the imperialists end chavvinist neighbours, to inlernational bar-
Eainings and foreign cccupation. Were not, for instance, the two World
Wars fought on its territory even though it was not at war with either

Fariy?

DH. 5. Shuterigi

Thirdly, the victory achieved in November 1944 against the foreign
invaders and iraitors to the couniry testified to an already extraordi-
nary foree Which had finally made these people masters of their awn.
Now that the Communists of Albania had seized power, what could
prevent them from embarking on the socialist road? But could this
be achieved by a new bold drive which might seem as unbelievable
4t that of three preceding years? What could be done in a country
which though in the heart of Europe, had remained semi-feudal, a
country in which one in ten persons eould hardly read, where the land
was scraped over with a wooden plow, where the principal means of
communication was the saddle horse? What socialism could the Al-
banian Communists set up under such a state of poveriy where 1he
flames of war had also raised havoc? Those who came off vietorious
in the war shared devastation and hunger after it. The “allies” rejoiced
now OvVer our poverly and set to work fo ruin us, under rating the foree
which had seized the reins of state in Albania, confident that this force
would not last long.

The new hardships we had to cope with were terrific., even more
terrific than those of the war dave. The international solidarity of the
Communist with the Soviet Union in the lead, was great, bul Albania
remained in this corner of the Balkans a country geographically sur-
rounded and everyone knows or can imagine the danger and severity
of such a surrounding. Add to this the monstrous blockade imposed
on us by the revisionists with all the weight it could have and had,
especially, on a small and surrounded country like ugs and one ecan
imagine what force of resistance was called for and what energy was
created once more for victory, Albania did not give in. Every attempt
to smother it was itsell smothered. The curtailment of its territory
showed butl one 1hing — no matter how small and poor a counlry may
be when its people hold the reins of state in their own hands and are

guided by a strong and correct leadership. it is invineible.

This iz what People's Albania represents where socialism has be-
come a reality. This is what Communist ideas lead to when they are
loyally adhered to and applied in a creative way, For without a crea-
tive application of the ideas of Marx and Lenin how ecould semi-feudal
Albania under foreign occupation be freed, how could socialism be built
in a backward and encircled Albania? The force of our viclories lies
in the creative Marxism-Leninism which the Party of the Albanian
Communists has pursued these last thivly vears in its lovalty to Marx-
ism-Leninism. This is the great lesson anyone can draw from the

Albanian experience,

The Albanian thirty-year-long reality shines bright and sounds
loud. The imperialists and revisionists are aware of this and the many
friends of Albania understand it. Yesterday's victories are a Euaranice
for the coming victories, ‘This small socialist country, here, amidst
capitalist and revisionist Europe, by its very existence speaks out loud
of the possible and the impossible of the boundless resources of prole-

tarian revolution.

In November 1841, when the Communisis founded their Pariy, thev
were nol more than 2000 Today, the 6th Congress of the Party of Labour
of Albania in these thirty vears of struggle and victories, displays the
invincible socialist reality.










WORDS AND DEEDS

Our Party of Labour has never separated
words from deeds. Thiz has been and re-
mains a distinctive feature of the whaole of its
thirty years of existence. In the future, too,
this will continue to be a distinctive feature
of the Party of Labour of Albania.

When the Communist Party of Albania
was  founded, the communists took upon
themselves the task of making their Party a
real Marxisl-Leninist one, the vanguard of
the working class and of all the oppressed
masses. It had to become a Party of action,
faithful to its publicly proclaimed policy,

In the resolution adopted at the meeling
of the principal communist groups of Albania
which was called to found the Party on
MNovember 8, 1941, we read, among  other
things:

" . 1The Party will not become a Pariy
of the old type, a Party similar to those of the
Eocial-Democratic  Second International  in
which disintegration, inactivity, factionalism
and betrayal of the working class prevailed.
We want a disciplined Party in which the
comrades will subject themselves to the
[orums (the highest committees) g Party
which will be capable of leading the working
class to fight till victory is achieved, which
will be elosely bound to the toiling masses in
town and counfryside, If ther do not detach
themselves from the people, from the mother
who has given them birth, the eommunisis
will be invineible . . . ™

And now that we have come 1o the cele-
bration of the thirtieth anniversary of the
Party, the Albanian communists, warkers, ihe
cooperative peasantry, and all the Albanian
people are proud that they have such a Party,
a powerful Party with a steel-like unity, a
high revolutionary spirit, loyal 1o the ideas
of Marxism=Leninism, closely bound io ithe
masses, capable of raising the people higher
and higher and leading them towards pro-
gress, towards completing the construction of
socialist sociely. Now the Party enjoys the
sympathy and respect of all the genuine com-
munists throughout the world, enjoys the
deep sympathy of all the revolutionary forees.

In the above-mentioned resolution we
read also;

“One of the fundamental laws of develop-
ment of the Party of the new type, of the
Bolshevik Party, is that of fighting on iwo
fronts: against our own mistakes, especially,
against attempls of form groups, and against
the class enemy”.

The whaole thirty-year history of our

(Going through the documents)

Party is the history of the fiercest struggles
on these two fromis: the fight against the for-
eign invaders and traitors to the country and
the fight against the factionists and Oppaor-
tunists, against modern revisionism and its
agents with in the Party.

From its foundation, our Party put for-
ward as the immediate task “we must fight
for the national independence of the Alba-
nian people and for a People's Democratic
Governmeni in an Albania freed from

lascism. . .

These few lines summed up a great
strategic objective, In order to achieve it, an
unparalleled siruggle, 8 major epic written
in blood was necessary. And true enough,
while this paragraph of the Resolution of the
Meeting of the Communist Groups to form
the Party was being composed in a small
house in Tirana, on the streets of Korca, in
the front ranks of a powerful anti-fascist
demonstration, the writing of this bloody epic
began: the communist Koci Bako, hero of the
Albanian people, the [irst communist martyr
fell in the fighting After him there were
hundreds of others,

The Party put out the call:

“Through actions of =sabotage, strikes,
demonstrations and s0 on, prepare the people
poelitically and militarily for a general srmed
uprising, involving all the patriotic and anti-
faseist forees for this purpose”,

This was the road laid down by Lhe
Party. It was the road of the armed strugsle,
the only road that would lead to victory, The
problems thalt had to be solved were many
and extremely  difficult. They had to be
solved in the course of the struggle. The call
of the Party reached every town, every vil-
lage, every work place to the most remote
hamlgt of our countryside, And, under the
heavy conditions of illegality, the Party or-
ganized ilscll, as well as the masses of vouth
and women, created the MNational Liberation
Front and Its own propaganda apparatus
publishing thousands of leaflets and bulletins,
the central Party organ “Zéri i Popullit”, the
mewspapers “Bashkimi™, “Kushtrimi i Liriga”,
and tens of newspapers and periodicals in

every disirict and partisan wnit,

This is whal was written in & message
addressed (o the Albanian people by the
Parly Central Committes on Apeil 7, 1943:

“ ... We call on all honest Albanians
who love Albania heart and soul to unite all

their [orces and place them at the service of

the National Liberation War, to close their
ranks in the Mational Liberation Front. Take
up arms and join the Albanian Mational
Liberation Partisan Volunteer Detachments
and create new guerrllla units. The fate of
our country depends on our fight and, the
broader and fieree the war against the in-
vaders, the sooner will the day of liberation
dawn, ., ., '

And our people listened 1o the Party.
They set up guerilla units in towns, partisan
detachments, battalions, groups, shock briga-
des, divisions, and army corps, They Lrained
the cadres who would lead them in the heat
of battle. They began to fight with a few ald
rifles left from the generations who had
[ought im the past for the independence of
Albania. In a letter which the General Staff
addressed to the commanders of the partisan
units on August 14, 1943 we read:

“It must be borne well in mind that we
started the war without any other aid except
ithat of our people and we must realize that
we will fight to the end basing ourselves on
this aid alone . . .

. . The commands must see (o it (hat
clothing and weapons should be drawn from
the enemy. Our only means of supply 65 do
atlack the deposis of the enemy. You must
atlack them and seize them from the enemy.

And the weapons were seized from the
enemy — from pistols to fleld guns”™

“For the national independence of ithe
Albanian people and their People's Democra-
tic Government . . " this was the slogan of
the Party from its earliest davs, And side
by side with the armed vprising against the
cnemy. it tavght and led the people towards
destroving the aold state power and building
the new one, In every inhabited center the
Malional Liberation Councils elecled by the
people, sprung up, and there became the nu-
cleus of the new revolutionary stale power.
The Peza Conference in September 1942
advanced the realization of this aspiration,
while the Anti-Fascisi Nalional Liberation
Congress in Pérmel, on May 24, 1844, attend-
ed by representatives elected by the people
throughout the whole country, solved de-
finitely, de [acto and de jure, the gueslion af
the people’s regime. On November 28, the
members of the Democratic Government of
Albania, headed by Comrade Enver Hoxha,
entered Tirana

On the following day, November 20
Shkodra, the last city held by the Germans

MNazis, was [reed by the forces of our Na-
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tional Liberation Army.

On Movember 30, fhe Bulletin of the
Mational Liberation War announced to all the
Albanian people:

“Shkedra of Perlal Rexhep, Mdoc Mazi,
Vasil Shanto, Heshil Kusi, Manush Alimani
and s0 many others of its wortly sons is now
free. . . The liberation of Shkodra completes
the liberation of the whole countiry., Today
proud of their fight and the vielories, the
Albanian pedple celebrate MNovember 28 in
the ranks of a single Mational Liberation
Front with their democratic state power and
their Democralic Government™,

The great vietory envisaged by the Party
wias won. It was won by the herole struggle
and the innumerable sacrifices of our people.
In hiz speech at the Plenary Session of the
Peare Conference in Paris on August 21, 1546,
Comrade Enver Hoxha stated!:

. The Albanian people have fought

for more than five years in succession against

the Italian fascist and German Nazi occupa-

tionists and against their Albanian lackeys .
The [ollowing ligures show clearly how great
has been our resistance: On the eve of the
complete liberation of Albania our National
Liberation Army had in its ranks 70,000
fighlers, B.000 of whom were women, Cur
resistance  foreed Italy to Keep more than
100,000 troops and Germany more  than
TOLODD iroops in Albania’.

Our motto is “The Party does what the
people want and the people do what the
Party says”. These few words express in a
most  concentrated form, that great truth
which constitutes the cohesive [orce between
the Party and the people. the force of the
unity of soeialist Albania.

Cur Party never separates its words from
its deeds. Once said as good as done, A pper

Ilbl'.']'atlﬂln., HLHJ-. 1.hE" I"i'll'l‘r Pu'l.'!-uﬂf] th-E' SR e

glorious cOUrses. |y gaid that the old exploit-
ing classes would be overthrown and they
overthrown. It said that the land would be
turned over to those who till it and this was
really done, It said that socialist Industry
would be szel up, that the soclalist svstem
would be established in  agriculture, that
education, culture, science and art for the
people would be developed, and that 2lectri-
city would be brought to all the rural areas,
and so on, and all these things have been
done,

The drafi-directives of the Party for the
new Five-Year Flan envisage the consiruction
of bigger projecis than our people have ever
dreamt of previously. Already It seems 1o
our people that they can see with their own
eyes, touch with their own hands, and hear
the noise of our new furnaces; hydro-electric
power-plant and factories,

Words and deeds —an indivisible unity
for our Marxisi-Leninist Party, its distinctive

feature.

THE ORIGIN OF A SONG

At daybreak on June 22, 1842, the city of Shkodra awoke to the rumble of tanks and
gcunds of machine-guns fire and bombs.

What had happened?

The news spread like wildfire that hundreds of fascists had surrounded palnter Jordan
Misja's house on Firaj Streel. Inside were Jordan and two clandestine comrades: Perlat
Rexhep and Branko Kadia. Hundreds of fascists were deployed to take that ecoltage and
caplure the freedom flighters. But the red bastion fought back, For ecight long hours it re-
gisted the tide of blackshirts until Branko was shot dead, Jordan burned to death. and Perlat
seriously wounded, and with the roof in flames

Shkodra witnessed unparalleled heroism that day.

From people's hearts songs burst forth to honour the three herces. One such S00E Wal
born in the Shkodra jail:

Awaken! Banging on the door when dawn had scarcely broken,

“*Who is the author of this songs?™ fumed the fascists. Let us leave il to our writer

Kol Jakova to tell the story,
_ One week after the Fira) road affair, | was arrested and thrown into jail. [ was put
in a cell 5X3 meters in the basement in which there were fifty other prisoners. We did
what Fnulrl to pass the time in such a place. I eculdn't get the event of 22nd June oul of
my mind, and one day I scratched the words of this song on the wall, Later, urged by my
fellow prisoners, I set it to music. Soon everyone in the jail had learned the song, and it
even began to be spread outside In the city,

This drove the faseists nearly frantic. One day, the captain of the carabinieri and forty
of his men armed to the teeth came to the jail. They were accompanied by the director of
the prison and the guards.

They entered our room and pushed us all out, They lined us up in single file facing
the machine-guns. We were all political prisoners,

The ordinary prisoners were locked in their cells. They were all looking out of the win-
downs to see what was going to happen

The direcior sald:

Listen! One of you has written a song insulting the ‘Duce’ and our Prime Minister,
Mustafa Kruja. The song has its origin in this jail. We are quite certain of this, We
even know who the author is but we want him to admit It himself. Let him come out and
#ave his companions, Otherwise, we will shoot every tenth person in this row, Let him
come oul and save his fellow prisoners. If he confesses his life will be spared. 1 give my
personel guarantee of ihat.

No one stirred. [ cast a furtive glance at Halil, the leader of our Eroup but his look
warned me not to make any move. Then the capiain began to shout and stamp hurling all
S0rts of invective at us. He bellowed like a bull demanding the name of the author.

To our astonishment, Giyli, one of our comrades who had been sentenced to death but
Whose documents had been sent to Tirana to be re-examined by the High Court, stepped for-
ward and said:

“l am the author of that song. What else do you want from me. You have tortured
me and sentenced me to death. You can hang me, you dogs but 1 am not afraid of you.
If you are upset that the song insults the ‘Duce’ and Mustafa Kruja, I will insult Viector
Emmanuel and his mustache right here and now!”

The carabinieri rushed to grab him, but the director knew CGivli very well,

_ "No, no, this man has not written the song” he sald io the captain and to the carabini-
erl, “he does nol know how to read or write”.

“That's right!” butted in Ahmed Haxhia. “He is telling a lie. It isn'i he who has
written the song but 1 who know how to read and write and play the guitar as wel|"™

The carabinieri let go of Gjyli and grabbed Ahmed. Whereupon, another comrade step-
Ped up and rushed at Ahmed.

“Why do you tell lies”? he shouted at him. pretending indignation,

“Y¥ou know very well that I wrote the song’.

A greal commotion followed. Meanwhile the voice of a mountaineer was heard [rom
the windows above:

‘;‘_1_"119 communists are deceiving you!" shouted the mountaineer. “They didn't weite that
song!

“Why, do you know who composed it, then?” the director asked.

“OF course I do!” he replied “I composed that song with my ciftelial™

“MNo, ne!” shouted another mountaineer {rom the opposite window. “That is lhe song [
composed",

Then another volee was heard and another, and gradually the whole jall began to echo
with the word:

N

Tnen someone began to sing, all the prisoners joined in like a choir, singing that song
which spread with the wind all over Shkodra,

A Song to the Three Vigua Heroes

Kolé Jakova

At daybreak at four

A knock at the door

Then a loud roar:

“Give up and surrender!”
Jordan takes command:
“Up for our dear land,
Show the fasecist band
We fight to defend her!
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1il1#Eers.

Major work has been done here io ensure
irrigation water. During the last decade, the
area brought wunder irrigation has Inereased
ten-fold. Today, more than 907 of the fields
of the cooperative are under irrigalion. This
15 one of the factors which has led to the in-

the agricultural

crease of productivily of
cCrops 1o recent woars

Fhe eomplete electrie retieulation of the
countryside has made it possible 1o use a
number of machines and other equipment in
the service of agricultural and livestock
production: elegiro pumps for irrigation, flowr
mills, ventilators for drying lucerne, wood-
working machines, et

Economic progress has given an impetus
to the all-round development of life in this
coaperalive. Instead of one small primary
sehonl, there are now a general secondary
sehiool, four B-grade and four primary schools
in the cooperative. Now there are as many
teachers In this cooperative as there were
school children prior to liberation., Todav,
thiz agricultural cooperative alone has three
times a5 many cadres of higher and medium
training as the whole digiriel had in 1944,
This year alone 1B midwives and nurses
graduated from iraining schools More than
A persons atlend part-time agricultural and
veterimary schoals

A complex of public health bulldings and
a House of Culture have been buflt at the een-
ter of the cooperative. A new Palace of
Cullure is under construction there. In every
village there is medics post, a cultural cen-
ter, creches and kindergartens and other so

One aof the cow stalls,

cial and cultural institutions.

It should be menticned that the members
of this cooperative are lovers of folk  arl
Masters of folk dances, plavers of the ciftelia
and other [olk instruments can be found in
overy villape.

The economilc and cultural progress o
the cooperative leaves its mark increasingly
in every home, Within a period of less than
len years, the incomes of the cooperative
members have risen five fold, Chief accoun-
tanl. Hamid Cela, who has been working af
1he cooperative since its Ioundation, told me
that at the end of the vear manv families like
those of Hysen Kapllani, Sulsiman Hoxha . .
(he mentioned tens of other names) reecived
sutlicient money [or ecach to bulld a good new
FIlih s, 3

At this poinl it should be said that more
than B0% of the houses of the cooperative
members have been newly huilt The new
has entered into their lives. Every house has
mocern turmiture and Tacilities, Some  of
..II.II. J-.-"-I...-I !-Iill..l.\. 'J '|~I :‘-\.l'l_'\:

We mel some of the members of the
cooperative

seler Teli is Hs chairman. He was born
and brought vp here. Circumstaness forced
him bo siart work at the age of eleven. The
liberation of the country found him almost
illiterate, Today, he has been through a
university-level school. He ig full of life, a
pond organizer on the best of terms with the
people, and oplimistic of the [uture of the
cooperalive

Lirl Cela’s career I8 like a rising, We
met her in one of the auxiliary sectors. As

a farmer's daughters, she began life with a
hoe in her hand in the flelds of the village of
Hasanaj, Later on, she attended school and
became o sgquad leader in Arameras, She
displayed her ability as an organizer and soon
took in hand the management of a whole

seolor. She is one of the zix members of the

of the cooperative

Other women like Zyra Babaj, Hatixhe
Leza, File Hoxha, and others who (fill
managerial posts, have followed a similar
LU rse,

We met other eooperalive members,
Mustafs Kasapi, Suljeman Hoxha, Sabri
Stafuga Some of them are agronomists
or doclors, clectricians, tractor dreivers, car
penters. . Sabri Stafuga reglsters 450 work-
days a year. Tractor drivers Hysen Sena and
All xogl are moniths ahead of schedule in
their work.

These and other members of the coopaira-
tive have recently begun to tackle an | F 0T
tant problem, namely, how far ahead 1hev
wrill carry thaiy cooperative during the 5th
Five-Year Flan: Listening to iheir ideas, sug-
gesltions, and remarks. and one gets a picture
of the new wayvs and possibilities which are
opened to this cooperative for a further im-
tensification of apgriculture and livestock
farming, for 8 considerable rise in all the
larpets set for agriculture and animal hus
bandry., The cooperative members 1hem-

slall

selves draw up (heir |:|:|rh For the [ulure.
According o their lorecasts, lens of dwelling
houses, institutions, and projecst [or social
and ecultural purposes will be built.



EE

Exchange of experience during work at the Yarn-
Spinning Faclory of the “Mao Tsetung” Textile
Mills in Beral.

Photo by Xh. Beluli

} . “THE PHOTOGREPHER'S EYE

I - "o L £
il ,%ﬂ-’

.'} “I!' 2 At the Miraka sector of the Elbasan-
Prenjas Rallroad which is being buill by
or youth.

Photo by P, Cicl

A snapshol taken al the Assembly and Building
Establishment at Stalin Cify.
Phaoto by M. Xhufka




“Albania on the 30th Anniversary of the Founding of the PLA”

A Word From Those Born

Stavrel Pone — a postgraduate student

1 was born when the Party came into being and brought me up. The lobl of
my family as well as of many other families like mine which were afflicted with
poverly has geeally improved during these three decades,

Today, two of my elder brothers have completed their higher studies and are
employed as engineers, my sister is a physician while my vounger sisier is attending
a part-time school in the city of Fieri

After having served for two vears as a teacher 1 am now postgraduate worker
at the Instilute of Hislory and Linguistics, majoring in the history of Albanian
literature

The thirtieth anniversary of the founding of the Party of Labour of Albania finds
me working on a selentifie thesis which I hope 1o complete early in November. The
title of my essay I8 “The image of a positive hero in contemporary drama®.

Dur Nteralure of socialist realism Is of the same age as our Pariy. It came inlo
Being during the stormy days of our struggle for liberation and has experienced a
sudden rapid growth and expansion during the vears of socialist construction. Bw
reflecting [1.":-]|‘:|.'.' it 1z filled with positive heroes who are to be found evervwhere:
in work sites, factories [ields and so on.

And now thalt 1 have become thirty vears old, these positive heroces in
dramas impart the leitmolif alao to the scientific thesis I have chosen.

LIAT
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Thirty Years Ago...

technologist

Cotheret As lani

My curriculum vitae is a simple one, | was only four vears of

age when our country was liberated. When [ came of age [ began

my career as a worker in the agriculiural cooperative of my home

village. Then I came to the State “Perlat Rexhepi” Farm in

Shkodra where | was emploved as a field worker,

In 18683 a new industrial '|1|'|:'|jl."l."1 was inaugurated in oour eity.

This was the Copper Wire Extrusion Plant. I had heard of this

establishment when its foundations were laid. Somehow or other

I gol a notlon of taking up a job there,

I applied for a job and one of the most thrilling moments in

my life is when I started work there. The same vear I applied for
and was admitied to membership in the Pariy of Labour or Albania
[ was deeply impressed by the modern machinery and installations
Amidst all

and T liked the comradely life of the collective. thal

wire [ felt as il I were a weaver. T liked my Job and have already

been promoted to the sixth category

[ have been elected (o the post of assistant secrelary of the
Parly grass-rools organization of our work center and 1 arm, thiiz,

filling professional and political funetions



Isuf Elmas Deda — a miner

I was born in Movember 1841, on those stormy days
when our Party came o being. All I know of the past is
what I have read in books or heard from the elderly people.

This is a double jubiles for me and my age compa-
nions. If must be admitted that our life has run smoother
than that of our elders,

The Skuterra Village where 1 was born used to be called,
as I have been told, "the cursed land” for it grew no grain
for the people’s daily bread. This was in the pre-liberation
days for now it has been turned into fertile land belonging
to those who wark on 1.

As far back as my childhood days 1 had alwayvs longed
to be a miner. When I grew up, I applied for a job in the
Krraba Coal Mine. 1 began as a wagoner, then as an assisi-
ant miner and now, after eight years, 1 am have been pro-
moted to a miner of the fifth category. I am devoted to
thiz job for I feel that I am helping extract from the ecarth
what has not been done for centuries in succession.

I have never missed reaching the target and hawve often
overreached it by working on two fronts.

They say that a miner's job is a hard one. Though it
may be 50, it becomes a light and even a pleasant job when
one puts all his heart and soul to 1t,. That's what [ am
doing and 1 feel glad of the results I have attained.

I atlend an evening Sth-grade school without interrupt-
img my work. I will soon graduate from it. It is my wish
to pursue my studies in the vocational school which has
been opened at the Krraba Coal Mine where [ will be
trained to become a technician im mining

I have all the conditions to do this and my only regret
is that I hadn't started earlier.

Lirli Petro Trola — in charge of a factory

As T have been told, my parents had not been so happy [or giving
birth to a gitl-baby thirty vears ago when girls were considered to be
a burden to the family. But evervthing has changed. I am an age
companion with the Parly which has led the people in the struggle for
all-round emancipation, that of the woman included.

The reconstruction of the country began Party and people in a body
set to work to rebuild the country devastated by the war and to launch a
campaign against the wrong concepts inherlited from the past

[ accomplished the work of the Tth-geade school and in 1957 1 started
to work at the Winery in Tirana. 1 was given the opportunity to attend
a secondary part-time school with a break inm my work., New factories
were added to the existing one and, in 1860, the “All Keli mendi” Food-
Processing Works was set up. [ have spared no efforts to make my job
a success, Because of this my application for membership in the Party
was accepted and from 1884 1 figure as a member of the Party of Labour
of Albania. I accomplished the work of a secondary schoo]l in 1966
having been promoted to a worker of the fifth category at the same
time. But I didn't stop here, The opportunity was given to me, as o
many others who wished to do so, o pursue the two-year course in
analytical chemistry which I completed in 18970,

Today | have been elected to the post of assistani secretary of the
grass-rools organization of the Food-Processing Plant. The workers of
the winery employing about %0 persons, 85 of whom women and girls,
elected me to be in charge of the factory. [ have still another wish,
namely, to attend the Department of Chemical Engineering at the State
University of Tirana in order to complete my studies in that subject.

Alexander Bushatl — a pedagogue

Decades are, so to speak, the principal stages in the life of man. In such
cases, willy-nilly, one turns one's head and looks with the mind's eve back
to the course one has traversed. Such is also case, Instinctively, I ask myself:
what would have happened to me under the former regimes and where am
I now at the third decade? Of course I would have followed in the footsteps
of my parents: T would have been a peasant working on the lands of others
as was the case with my father and mother,

After liberation, the road to progress was opened for all. | have three
brothers and a sister. Two of us are engineers, my sister is a dentist, the
third brother pursues his studies at the Conservatory, while the voungesl bro-
ther attends a secondary school,

I have completed my studies at the Mechanical Engineering Department
of the State University of Tirana on a state scholarship.  After completing my
studies I was appointed a pedagogue al the same University. I teach mechanical
technology. My job as a pedagogue seems more and more interesting as il urges
me to delve deeper and deeper into the details of my specialization. And the

more | acguire such knowledge the happler 1 feel
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“FOREIGNERS ABOUT ALBANIA”

Theory Finds Its Confirmation in Practice

Brunhilde Mahr — Auslria

1 wish to thank all those who took the trouble to make my
stay in Albania as pleasant as possible and who showed a lol of
things about their country.

My trip to the southern part of Albania which 1 had not yet
come to know gave me an opporiunity to get better picture and
cognizance of the country, ils people and its socialist reality. A
travel diary, be it ever so detailed, can never give a replica of
what I have seen with my own eyes in Albania.

One cannot help being astonished at what the Albanian peo-
ple have sueceeded in accomplishing these last 27 vears after
liberation, Within this period they have set up an advanced
industry throughout the country, they have completed the electric
reticulation up to the remotest mountain village; they drained
the swamps and marshes and turned them imto fertile lands or
building sites. The peasants who used primitive methods of
farming before liberation are now receiving higher yields thanks
to their joining inio cooperatives, to the facilities created for
them to buy modern machinery and tools and acquire a better
knowledge of agricultural technigque. The rapid developrment of
industry and agriculture has, of ¢ourse, given an impelus to
building eonsiruction in towns and in the eountryside. This rev-
olutionization of the whole life of the couniry reguires the
collaboration of all the population, the women included. The
Albanian women who, ever since the day of liberation, have been
enjoying egual rights with their menfolk, are cognizant of their
position in socialist society and, through their active collabora-
tion in industry, agriculture, public health service, education and
even in the domain of politics have rendered a major contribu-
tion 1o making Albania achieve such a rapid development.

In Albania there is no unemployment, On the contrary,
efforts are being made to introduce automatization so that work
hands may be freed to employ In new industrial projects

The most important factor In zocialist construction is the
problem of education and of the sense of duty. Albania has set
up a whole educational system which is based on three funda-
mental principles, namely, study., work and defense and which
is one of the most progressive systems in the world, According
to statistics, one in four personz in Albania has been through s
secondary school. The problem of forrmang the socialist sense
of duty is a process which will be carried out in time together
with the further construction of socialism.

One other thing is factually seen and felt when iravelling
through Albania: this is the complete unity of the people, the
strong ties binding them together which spring mainly from
the fact that the economic gap between peasants, workers and
imtellectuals iz not 8o deep, as well a8 ffom the great faith the
people have in the Party of Labour of Albania. The Party has
always known how to show the people the right political road
to follow and has assigned to itself the main task of looking
after the welfare of the people.

A Big Construction Site

— Qur country was recently visited by a group
of Italian friends of Albanian origin. Towards
the end of their wisit, our correspondent had
had a meeting with this group: Vincenzo
Minisci, Partituci Anna Bianca, Chiedi Anna
Maria and Gabriele Francesco,

QUERY: Have vou been to Albania before?

ANSWER: This Is the first time we come to Albania,
But for us this was a return to our mother country. We,
the Arbereshi (Albanian seitlers in Italyl have preserved
the language, traditions and customs of our mother
country. But, above all, we have kept alive in our hearts
our love for Albania which we call our far-away mother-
land. And now that we are here we feel we have re-
turned home. The warm [raternal reception accorded to

us makes this impression still stronger.

QUERY: What idea had vou of Albania before coming

hera?

ANSWER: For a long time we have had only a super-
ficial knowledge of Albania, Tt was a land overseas
from where our ancestors had emigrated. It was alive
in our songs and in the works of our poets De Rada,
Varibob Serembe, Stratigo and others -but we have had
no access to the reality of Albania. In the past, Albania
was 8 poor, backward country whose people oppressed
by a handful of feudal lords, had been plunged into
ignorance and illiteracy. MNew Albania which emerged
from the National Liberation War, was egually little
known to us, We live in a capitalist couniry which dis-
favors any knowledge about a country which builds

=ocialism.

QUERY: What impressions has vour visit 1o our country

made on you?

ANSWER: We have been deeply impressed by this visit
io Albania. We saw a youthful people who have taken
their destiny into their own hands, who are enthusiasii-
cally building a new society, having confidence in their
own efforts, in their right road towards sorcialism. From
Shkodra to Saranda, Albania impressed us as being a big
construction site. But what impressed us most was the
formation of a new man who builds his own sociely, a
soclety of men free and self-denying, always ready to
sacrifice themselwves for others and endowed with a high
sense of duty, This assures us that the successes achieved
will bhe multiplied and the Albanian people will soon
build a brilllant fuiure for themselves along communist

lines,



Good Example

Amoura Asia- Algeria

Being invited to Albania as a prize for winning
the competition organized by “"Mew Albania” Maga-
zine I was astonished at the radical and rapid changes
which have been made in many regions of Albania
which I had séen a few years before.

I think that although Albania iz geocgraphically
small from the point of view of the constructive waork
being performed in the economie, social and eultural
fields, it is a great nation.

The Albanian people, worthy successors to the
greatest of their forefathers, have hoisted high the
flag of socialist revolution. Under the brilliant
leadership of the Party of Labour of Albania, with
Comrade Enver Hoxha at the head, the Albanian peo-
ple have scored and are still scoring one victory afier
anather,

The example and courage of the Albanian people
and vouth are very valuable to the Afro-Asian coun-
iries and 1o the progressive and revolutionary peoples
in general.

I wanlt 1o thank the comreades of the “Wew
Albania® Magazine for the warm weleome which I
have received and for their initiative to invite the
winners of the competition, which gives us the poss-
ibility fo become better acqguainted with each other
and to exchange opinions.

People Who Do Not Rest Upon Their Oars

Brigitte Lagas-France

All my knowledge about Albania was what |
had read in wvarious pamphleis, in the eolumns of
your periodical and in books but this irip enabled me
to confront this knowledge with reality and to find
that what [ had read in these publications tallied
with reality.

One of the principal elements of Albanian life
i= the trust the people put in their Party which is
justified by the latter’s role in their war for national
liberation and in their daily efforts for building so-
clalisrm.

In order to understand the importance of what
has been achieved it is necessary to take into account
from where they began which was practieally null
It was from null that the development of agriculture
began., Quite as impressive is the sight of the newly-
built towns at the industrial eenters, like Fieri, at
the powerful Hydro-Eleclric Stations like that of “Mao

Tsetung” on the Dirni River. Major importance is at-
tached to voluntary initiatives and work both on ex-
tending the railway line from Elbasan to Prenjas as
well as on building dwelling houses which constitute
a proof of the revolutionary enthusiasm of the poplla-
tion as a whole,

In Albania “man is the most valuable assei™ and
examples I could cite are many both in the domain
of public health —1 take one example namely, that
of the Zhkodra Hospital where mothers can stay with
their babies and pay nothing for maintenance and
even receive E0% of their zalaries —as well as in
the field of cultural development, to wit, the Libochova
Agricultural Cooperative which has a cultural home
with accommaodations for 2000 persons.

But the Albanians do nol rest upon their oars, in-
loxicaled with the achievements they have attained
The process of improvement, of enriching what exists.
continues non-siop.

Therefore, these people impari a lesson of optim-
ism to all the freedom-loving peoples fighting in the
world,

I wish to thank the editors of this publication
who went all the way to facilitate my round trip by
making it possible for me to meet many people and
make many visits, My greetings to “New Albania”
the country and the Magazine,

Amal Hasan

Head of the Women's Delegation of the Po-
pular Front for the Liberation of the Arablan
Gulf from Foreign Occupation

Mona Mussalim

Member of the Delegation

socialist lines,

militant, hard working, hospitable and good people.

The Albanian Woman Works, lLearns and Directs

During our visit in Albania we got a clear pleture of the brave Albanian people who,
before liberation, used to be oppressed, persecuted and exploited by reactionary regimes.
Now, thirty years after the founding of their revolutionary Party. these people enjoy full
and real democracy, manage thelr own state affairs, enjoy full freedom of speech and of
the press, having established full equality between man and woman In all fields, in rights
and obligations and equal opportunity to enjoy free education at all school levels

Today we see the Albanian woman render a worthy contribution to social production
which is the basis of social progress. We find her in factories or farms where she works
and directs, in all categories of school where she works and directs, in all categories of
school where she teaches or learns. She is an engineer, physician, directress and so on.
She directs, works and produces,

We think the Albanian woman owes the successes she has achieved to the Party of
Labour of Albania, a Marxist-Leninist Party, which ever since its founding attached great
importance to the cause of the women and to the work of emancipating them considering
them an important link en which the future of country depends.

A major role in the complete emaneipation of the Albanian women from the shackles

of backward traditions and customs left over by the various colonialists has been played

by Comrade Enver Hoxha's speeches.

The greatest test of the complete emancipation of Albanian women is their participa-
tion in the political and social life and in state and social affairs where they express
their opinions on major issues and render their positive and concrete contribution to their
solution,

During our visits to factorles we were impressed by the nature of the relations be-
tween the workers and the administration, relations of solidarity and close eollaboration
in accomplishing revolutionary tasks.

We visited also agricultural cooperatives where social production is organized on
_ They have succeeded in strengthening their economic basis,

During our visits to secondary schools we noticed that the new school system based

on study, military preparedness and manual labour to built a new soclety is a revolution-

ary system which should be studied by all the states under a revolutionary and progres-
sive regime.

No matter what we say and write we cannot express in full what we fell about these
We think that the experience of the
People’s Republic of Albania is a living and rich example to be followed by all revolu-
tionary peoples at the stage of demoeratic national revolution or atl the stage of socialist

construction.

_ G_F‘I-Ttil'lﬂ_ﬁ to the women of Albanian who strive and contribute to the construction of
socialist society!
Greetings and thousand greeting to our Comrade-in-Arms Enver Hoxha!
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Albanian Historians
Looking Into
the Paris Archives

Muin Cami

During the last decade, Albanian historians have had repeated access o
the Paris archives from which they have drawn documentary materials of
interests about the Medieval and, more so, about the modern history of Al-
bania. France, as a great Power, has had lis own political and economic in-
terests in the Balkans and in Albania, and therefore has closely followed the
development of events in this part of Europe. The Paris government has been
especially interested al given periods, during political crisiz of a local Balkan
character or of a broader European or world character. Therefore, the French
archives contain a wealth of materials connected with the history of our coun-
try which the Albanian historians are exploiting for the completion of thelr
individual or collective studies.

Before 1971, the Albanian historians have had access to the French Na-
tional Archives and to the Archives of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs at
Quay d'Orsay, whereas now they are delving into the Archives of the War
Ministry, concentrating on the materials of the period of the First World War
&nd of the early post-war vears, which were recently opened to scholars. The
historical documents of the French archives covering this pericd are of special
importance because, from 1816 to the middle of 1920, part of Albania (the
Korca and Pogradec Districts and part of Skraparil were occupied hy oon-
tingents of the French Army which were part of the “Eastern Army"”, while,
alter the end of the First World War up to March 1920, a military garrison of
the Allied Powers, the victors in the war, was slationed in Shkodra under the
command of a French General assisted by other French officers. The French
historical documents covering this period of the history of Albanla have, there-
fore, a two-fold character. The military documents of the French War Ministry
add to the decuments of a diplomatic character,

The material documents of the “Eastern Army” deposited in the archives
of the War Ministry and kept at Chateau de Vencennes in Pariz contain very
important information, first and foremost, of a political character and alse of
economic and social nature, The extent and intensify of the Albanian National
Movement in Korca during the 1916-20 period and in Shkodra during ihe 1918-
20 period emerged clearly from these documents. The French commands {n
these two important centers of Albania received almest daily reports from their
dependant units on the situation in the couniry, on the political demands aof
the population, and forwarded them, in summarized form, to their superior
commands in Salonica, Istanbul, and Paris, every fortnight or every maonth,
These documents also throw light on the stand of the French towards the Al-
banjan MNational Movement st Korca and Ehkodra, a movemeni which was
widespread and which these commands were obliged to take into account.

The documents written by the French are of primary importance hut be-
sides them there are important original documents and materials written by
the Albanians themselves. These are in the form of memoranda, petitions,
and various demands by the patriotic circles of the whole country addressed
o the Allied Powers of the Entente through the French command in Korca and,
especially, to that in Shkodra which held the title of the Interallied Command,

In addition to important information on the political, economic and social
situation in Albania during the 1816-20 period, the documentary materials of
the War Ministry in Paris also reveal the Italo-French contradictions over Al-
bania during and after the First World War as well as the intentions of the
lwo neighbouring Balkan couniries, Greece and Yugoslavia, to annex part of
Albania and the attitude of France towards these intentions.

These contradictions and intentions are detailed especially in the documents
of the archives of the French Ministry for Foreign Affairs, giving the Albanian
scholars new materials of interest on other important problems. Such are,
for instance, the attitude maintained by France and the other Entente Powers
towards the intentions of the Italian Government to occupy Vlera towards the
end of 1914, the support given to the feudal chieftaln of Central Albania, Esad
Pasha Toptani, by the Government in Paris, the negative stand of the French
diplomats towards the “Autonomous Republic” of Korgca when it had just been
recognized by the “Eastern Army Corps” towards the end 1818, and 30 on
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AR Albanla-VErmamisse Friendship Slewiing wna EB#1d in Tlrana on ihe
oeasken of the maclomsl fesliviies of the Demecraile Republle of Vie-
nam. The méciing was avended by Sesdreds of workers snd tha
wvi Bl

i whe thile suidles in AlBania.

Dn lbme with che lsng-lerm Sgrefmes] on culivral sxchiage hriween
1t Frople's Brpubiis of Alhsals sl the Repiblle of Cubs, mn agres-
medd Wad slgned far dha 1¥71-T2 perind. On the Albanlen slds 15 plan
wid #lpméd by dhe Chalrmsn of the AlBanisn Cesawdices fop Ol
and Frieadly HeliMons wiih iS5 Ouislde Warld, Mists Tresks and an
ihe Cwban side, by the Charfge 4'Affaires of ibs Cubsn Embassy ia
Albamis, Carlos A&, Momrsns,

An Exhibltion “Rumania in 1971" was opened In
Tirana commemoraling the RBumanian natlonal
festiviiies, |

In Kruja, where Scanderbeg had his headguar-
lers, there still exisis a relic of the pasi, namely,
& coffee-house of the Medieval sivle which is
visited by many lourisis who come to this city.




CHRONICLE

A snapshoit of the preparatory work of
taking samples of the soll in order {0 draw
up agricultural chemistry maps.

Fhoto by N. Kodheli

The “Biography”
of the Land

The objectives at which this major mass action is aimed are not
only technological problems but questions of world outlook, guestions
to do with smashing old empirical concepts and creating new scien-
tific concepts on the organization of agricultural production. The work-
ers of agriculture will understand more clearly that increased produc-
tivity in agriculture cannol be achieved except as a result of sclentific
organization and management of production.

In the organization, of the scientific study of the areas under cul-
tivation rely on the directive of the Party that agriculture is
everybody s eoncern. Thizs direetive is based on two funda-
mental principles of the building of socialism in our country: on self-
reliance, and carrying out the line of the masses In performing tasks.

The Council of Ministers set up a central headgquarters to direct
this major national mass actlon. Staff and work groups have been
set up by the Executive Committees of the People’s Councils in every
district as well as in each co-operative and state farm. Central depart-
ment, scientific institutions, schools, as well as the broad masses of
the farm workers themselves, take part in them. Working groups have
been set up in the cepiral depariments and institutions, With the
means and specialists which these institutions have at their disposal,
they help directly in surveying the land and make soil analysis in their
laboratories. In particular, the laboratories of the schools at the center
and in the cooperatives give effective aid to the setting up in the future
of agro-chemical laboratories experts, school teachers, industrial and
building experts and schools pupils are involved in this work.

Laboratory workers Sofika Vesha and Bukuroshe
Beqgiraj at the Pedological Laboratory at the State
Upper Institute of Agriculiure.

Pholo by P. Shegeri

It is only a few months sinee this work started on a nationsl scale,
The results attained so far indicate that the aims envisaged will be
achieved. In many districts the enthusiasm of the workers, specialists
and leading cadres has led to a shortening of the time required to ac-
complish the tasks and to improving the guality of woerlk,

At the present stage, the surveyving and pedological and chemical
investigation of soils, constitutes one of the key problems in the inten-
sification of our soclalist agriculture.

This problem is not raised today for the first time in our country.
It was ireated in broad outlines during the preceding Five-Year Plans.
But a tthe present stage it calls for a complete, detalled working out
s0 that the area of agricultural land, its particular physical, chemical
and agronomic characteristics may be preeisely known, so that land,
water, manure, climatic conditions, machinery, even the working peo-
ple themselves and everything connected with production, may be uti-
lized as rationally and with the greatest high efficlency possible.

This year; the drawing up of such a “biographv” of the land was
proclaimed a great national mass action. The surveving of the land
and compiling of a pedological map for each agricultural cooperative
and state farm will be completed in all district by 1872, The agro-
chemical maps of all the lowland areas will also be completed within
1972, while the action will be completed in the mountain and hilly re-
gions during the first half of 1973,

What are the main tasks to be solved through these studies?

The work of studying and evoluation of soils beging with SUrveving
and determining the size of the areas in the survey maps. The pre-
paration of these maps will ereate conditions for a better scientific
organization of agricultural production, They will give accurate in-
formation about the areas of land, the boundaries of plots, the lay oul
of the principal objects on the land, the network of roads and canals,
the changes in the configuration of the land, and so on. In this way
the managers of the cooperatives, and state farms or the sectors of
these economics will be able to direct and organize the work based on
accurate scienlific data.

The survey of the areas opens the way to knowing the structure of
land to pedological and agro-chemical studies and, consequently, to
drawing up the respective maps. The conclusions which are being
reached in this study and which will be reflected in the pedological
and agro-chemical maps, will permit the solulion of 8 number problems
connected with the organization of production on a higher level with
the improvement of soil structure, the use of fertilizer the relationship
between water and soil, the rotation of crops and so on. The study of
soil fertility. its content of nitrogen, phosphorous and potash, will enable
the agricultural workers to determine accurately the amount of manure
and artificial fertilizers needed by the various types of soils, keeping
in mind both the structure of these soils and the requirements of the
crops raised in them.
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Hlia Caqi, one of the fitiers of the Hydro-Power
Station
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Drawing by N. Bakalli.

We dedicate these few lines to one of the most outstanding Albka-
nian literary figures of the 30's of our century, to Milash Giergj Ni-
kolla who wrote under the pen name of Migjeni, His life was very
short: he lived only 27 vears. His literary work s nol extensive, bt
't occuples an important place in the history of Albanian literature in
spite of that. His literary works in verse and prose had a great social
impaet through the breadth of their themes and the foree of their (deas
and artistic expression. Migieni lived during a dark period of the his-
tory of our people. The peasants, who comprised the overwhelming
majority of the population, were in a state of utter miserv.

Oppressed by the landlords who enjoyed the support of the anti-
popular and anti-democratic stale apparatus of King Zog. the Albanian
prasants of the time suffered from hunger and epidemic diseases. The
working class was still very small; it was bruially oppressed and ex-
ploited, constantly under the threat of unemployment and starvation,
Nevertheless, it began to create its political organizations and ia play
its role in the political and social life of the eountry.

In his work Migijeni reflected the life of the poor of town and
countryside with profound realism strongly expressing their discontent
with the social reality of the time at which he lived. His unwavering
belief that a new, better and more just world would eventually be
built runs through all his works. Migjeni did not hesitate to align
himself with the revolutionary demoeratic forces which opposed anti-
popular regime,

One of Migjeni's most powerful realist works is “Ode to Poverty™
which depicts deplorable scenes from the life of the common peapla.

Man, what I can never swallow is the povertiy
It sticks in my throat and fills me with despair
To see the pallid face, the inflamed eves

Of the ghost of & man with supplicant hand
Qutstretched still when we have passed

A beggar till the day he dies.

Migjeni is revolted by the great social differentiation: he stigma-
tizes the inhuman nature of class society. Poverty he writles is an jn-
curable ill of this soclety,

“A dirty staln that has
remained on the face
Of humanity though
The centuries”,
While:
Suffering flickers in childish eyes
A Teeble candle’s glimmer
Neath roof all spider webs and smoke
Gainst crumbling walls dark-stained with damp
Where ghost-like people shiver,
Where ailing child like spirit possessed
Howls for its mother's hungry breast
And she, cursing the deeds of god and man.
Finding herself pregnant again,
Curses the fruit of her own womb,
Curses her world of toil and gloom.

“We, the Sons of This New Age”

All Xhiku

Migjeni treats the theme of poverty of the moral and physical pain
it brings its train, in his sketch in prose, “The Legend of corn” In
this Migjeni describes the mountaineer as he used to be hungry in
rags: “A grain of corn becomes a grain of pain when there s great
hunger and little grain”., With real bitterness, Migieni describes the
social and psychological consequences of poverty. Prostitution %5 one
of these consequences. Speaking of a woman a victlm of unjusl so-
clety he writes:

Her life this crazy dance

Though cily sireets

A worthless shrivelled thing
Heart-sick and spirit dead

An echo from the grave, a ghost
That dances late at night
Through city streets,

In his works not only did Migjeni draw a true picture of poverty
and of the other ills it brings with it, but at the same time he EXPOSES
the whole official ideology of the time which tried to hide the reality,
to prettify it by means of false illusions. He directed his blows first
of all at religions and its false morality. He was well acguainted wilh
religion and the clergy for he had studied in a religious seminary, and
in all his works by means of biting sarcasm he stigmatizes the hypro-
cracy called religion.

In his poem “A Scandalous Song” Migjeni clearly proclaims his at-
litude towards religion and the clergy:

You priest and 1

Contesting with a single rope
Pulled by two opposing groups.
A struggle stern

That one will win.

Then haul the rope

And clash the men.

In his works, Migjeni knew not only how o attack the old world,
but at the same time how to Isok towards the future, to the new
world which would certainly be the world of the common man, His
poelry is inspiration, exposure, revolt, calls 1o action, ta slruggle,

The essence of his poem “We, the Sons of his New Ape” is his
unshakable convietion that society will change:

"We, the sons of this new age,
Quit our fathers, patronage,
Raise our fists to fight and win™

Migjeni says that it is youth who will change the world that the

wiorld belongs to them:
“Sing vouth, sing, your jovous songs
Laugh youth, laugh, to you the world belongs.”
From this deep conviction of the poet bursts forth his oplimism
which tekes the form at a poetic previgion of the new life:
*. .. And the spring come , .,
Across our faces slips a smile
And hope is born in our hearts
Of a new life of beauty
A life, blooming and happy.

The optimism of the poet was well based. Migjeni saw the revalt
that was gradually maturing. He portrays it in vivid colors in his
sketch “Forbidden Fruit”,

Migieni was a great artist of the pen. His absolutely original stvle
bespeaks a powerful literary talent. The imagery of his poetry is wvery
vivid, his lines (in the original Albanian — Ed) are rich in rhvme and
hyme. Migjeni's prose, too, is outstanding for the rare mastery wilh
which it ereates environments, situations and figures which quickly
form exact impressions.

In their entirety, Migjeni's works exerted a major educational in-
fluence. They spread far and wide especially among the ranks of the
progressive-minded youth of the time.

Migjeni's works portrayed the most progressive ideas of that period
From their ideclogical content and fine artistic form, Migjeni's works
turned Inlo a means of transition to the lterature of socialist realizm,
This accounts for the numerous editions of Migjeni's works and ihe
many articles and studies published about him. Migjeni's works re-
main forever dear to the people and of interest of scholars,













The talented Chinese pianisi Yin Cheng-tsung




The “China" Ballet Troupe of the People's
Republic of China, came to Albania in September
this wvear

The warmth and love which our pecple showed
for the representatives of the fraternal Chinese
peaple are evidence of the militant and unbreakakble
friendship between our {wo socialist countries

Mhiring 115 stay the Chinese {roupe pave a nu-
mber of performances in tThe main eities of Albania
Tirana, Durrés. Shkodra, Elbasan., e Thoe
program includes the modern revoelutionary ballet
“The Red Relachment of Women™, the ballet “The
White Haired Girl” and the plano coneerto The
Yellow  River”. The prolelarian socialist calture
ol Chinese choresgraphy has made a qualitative
leap Torw wrd, affirming itself as a preat L.{.Ill'uirh..
This was guile evident in all the perlormances ol
the ensemble. The profound revolutionary content
and virtuosity of the inlerpretation ol the works,
demonsirated thal this is a marvellous ensemble

The high arctistie level of 1the inlerpretations
won the admiralion of the Albanian audiences.

Everywher thioy W ETIL ltheir |::".Z'll|':'|'|:|I||'l':-
were changed inlo manifestations of the friendship
oelween our two peoples, The guesis also sang
songs o our Parly of Labour, lo the Communisi

Farty of China, to Comrades Enver Hoxha and

arenes from the modern revolulionary  ballet
Detachment of Women™,

“The

Red

=eene [rom the modern
White-haired Girl™.

revolulionary

ballet

“The
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Songs From the Land of Albania

Prof. Celen Maksudoviich

iExcerpls from an article in the RBumanian

Mewspaper "Hed Flag”™ July 21, 1971.)
— :

Aller 8 short tour through a number of cities of

aur country, the Folk Ensemble of the People’s Re

public of Albania made 8 stop in Bucharesl where

ey frealed ws to two performances with great
Ariistic masiery in which songs and dances werp
blended a marvellous freshness of Albanian  folk
melody, The interpretiers have broughl with them
parlt of the beauly of the regions of the Adriatic and
Ionian Seas, the wonderful freshness of ibe laurel
and orange plantations, the beauties of Lhe lofty
Albanian Alps; glowing in the eavs of the sum and
abtove all, something of the spirit and wvitality of
lheege people engaped i buillding socialism in their
country, It 15 aslonishing that, although lhe soloisis
came [rom various disiricts of the country, their per

formances had a I'I':-I'I"l_:I|I_'||_' unity, j_'.|'.'i]'|]_=| aq |:|_"|||:.|.;\_|"_.:'||.
sive view af the main characteristies of the Albanian
songs and dances, of folk eostumes and instrumenis o
various types. All the moembers of this Enscemble,
showed {themselves to be :Z||‘:Z.'!|||' inlerprelers, sincere
and enthusiastic about their work, they, themselves
having produced a wide range of different artistic
EXPTESsIONS,. A reappearance on our slage of the men

ited arlist Vage Zela, and of the soloists of the Tirana

Variely Theater, who, a few years ago, enchanied us

wilth Albanian songs in Bucharest, gave us an op
wartunity il enjoying the pl LITE il those greal
davs We musi no 1i o mention the [irst app
rance o our stage of Hysen Koclu, an interpreier
with a greaf Tuiu and a brilliant voice l.ulza
13+ wy e 1 1 ]
L ] ] HI'AMCe n | 180 wWas oL } ANER Pl

waas Lh CEPrESsIYE and sensilive interprelation

a numl ; dilfien ompositions by B MNdaoja, a
nerited artist. sololst o thie | e Cul
kodra, a ciiy i orlthern Albania endowe i
ch he e ol tvpical folklore A powerful and

voice is Lhal of young Kleopalra Skarco, a soloist ol
the Viora WVariety Thealre, who, topether with [olk
singer Lijok Thoma, and insirumenialist Jorgo Rosi
T Girokastra and Alfons Ballici from  Elbasar

showed that they are worthy interpreiers of  the

folklore of this counliry
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Albanian Firearms
at the Time of Scanderbeg

Hiza Drishili
As far back as the end of 14th and the
beginning of 15th centuries efforts had been
made by the Albanian principalities of the
Balshaj and Topiaj to equip their armies with
CANRON
Az pegards the large guantity of firearms
during the 15th century we have documents

which show that during 1447-48 Banja

possessed heavy guns

Aceco !"'l-_. L Ba

-letti, during the {first
sieRe on Kruja in 1450, Scanderbeg's army
had aboul 30 small cannon Inn the Battle of
Beral, Barletti informs ws, Scanderbeg used
5 big pguns, 13 small guns and 500 muskets

14,000 fighters in action all told.

During 14tk and 15th eenturies the Alha-
nians were oulslanding miners and metal-
lurgists

Varieus authors have stressed that in
Albania the firearms were wrought entirely

from metals produced in the country. The

worked mainly by the Albanians both before

and aft the Turklsh oecupation- — became
the principal source of raw materials bor th
iegds of the local p -;l.l!:l':--:

The Turks had a workshop o cast can-
1on balls at Lezha (the Dukagjini Distriet) in
1575, and the Venetian documents of 1591
mention that the Turks were exploiting a
gilver mine at Fan (Mirdita) Another doeu-
ment claims that the extraction of copper
from the mine of the Cerpik Mountain in the
viginity of Puka, was exploited by the Turks
for the manufacture of the firearms of the
time

In 14th century two Albanian craftsmen

are mentioned as collaborating in the produe-

tiom of firearms. These were Stojan Shko- [taly In 1988 and 1870
drani and Martin Balistari. the former {rom One of the fighters and makers of artil-

Shkoglra and the latter from Ulgin both from lery weapons mentioned in our history is Ded

T) Various firearms kept im the Military Museum in he principality of the Balshaj. They are Cier He made a gun which put

Yuco
Istanbul

famous, especlally, for having made fwo big Pasha's Turkish army 1o flight during the
cannons at Ragusa, At that time, this was a Klementi uprising im 1638,
7 The nogzle of an Albanian “Karafilja™ (XVII great suceess of the technology of producing During 17th

ceniury mention =2 made of
cenluryd

something so vare for that century an Albanian armorer named Hasan who with

R . ] . From the middle of 18th cenmtury to iis exquisite skill, made the long by s - F1es
7 Yarious cariridge belts made in our country during : ! . the long Albanian rifle
the XVIIIth century and the heginning of (he end the name of Osman Al DMbra, an out- Known in Turkish literature
XIXth cenfury.

as the Albanian
standing armorer, was well-known in the "Karafilja”. Hasan's name was famous noi
arms literature. His name appears in one af only in Albania, but also in Asia Minor. Irag,
1A XVih century gun used by Scanderbag and now the rmelerence books on armorers published in Iran and as far away as India
kept in the Kruja Museum,
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