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“committee of the Communist Party of Yugoslavia (through
a letter of March 28, 1944 signed by M. Djilas) and then,
in February 1945, a military administration was estab-
lished in Kosova.

Despite the blood shed by the Albanian partisans
from Yugoslavia in the anti-fascist war and despite the
military assistance rendered by the Albanian Army of
National Liberation in the liberation of Yugoslavia,
terror and discrimination were once again imposed upon
the Albanians in that country - this time by the Titoite
leadership. Under various pretexts, in the autumn of
1944 10,000 Albanians were arrested in Tetova, of whom
1,200 were shot and many others died in prison; in Nov-
ember 1944 thousands of Albanian peasants were shot in
Macedonia; and in the next winter 30,000 men, women and
children were massacred in Drenica. Altogether more than
40,000 Albanians were killed by the Yugoslav authorities
between 1944 and 1948, while Tito and the new Yugoslav
leadership were allegedly establishing "people's demo-
cracy" and were proclaiming the right of "self-determinat-
ion" for the nations within their country. Furthermore
the Yugoslav authorities, not ceontent with such acts of
genocide, were also trying,.unsuccessfully, to incorpor-
ate Albania into Yugoslavia.

As a result of this policy, the Albanian population
within Yugoslavia was tactically divided between the
three republics of Serbia, Macedonia and Montenegro.
"Kosova and Metohija" was formed into an "autonomous
reg:on" within the republic of Serbia until 1963, when
it was raised to the status of an "autonomous province",
as it remains today, although its name was changed to
"Kosova' in 1971.

Today the two-million-strong Albanian population in
Yugoslavia constitutes the third largest ethnic entity,
after the Serbs and Croats. It is numerically larger
than the Montenegrins, the Macedonians and the Slovenes,
all of whom have their own republics. Of the 1,626,000
inhabitants of Kosova, about 80% are Albanians - the rest
, forming Serbian, Montenegrin and Turkish minorities. As
an autonomous province within the republic of Serbia,
Kosova (and therefore the Albanian population there) has
little representation in Yugoslavia's federal bodies. As
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i i ful. high, wooded mountains - ideal for skiing ip
!Efﬁﬁgifg ;it;grivers and deep gorges..Ihere are.also
iarchaeological remains from prepigtor}c and anglent _
\times, mediaeval towns and fortifications, mediaeval
churches and monasteries, as well as mosques and Turk-
{ish bridges. Prishtina is the largest town, with about
1150,000 inhabitants, and is the bus;ness'centre of the
‘province. Amongst the most interesting sights of the
‘town are the Carska DZamijz (Emperor's Mosqu32 Of 1461,
erected by the Sultan Mohammed II, and the TaS Dzami ja
(Stone Mosque). Near Prishtina, too, one can find the
monument to the Kosova heroes, located in the field
where the historic battle of Kosova was fought in 1389,
One can also make an excursion to Grmija, a forest-park
at 700-1,010 metres altitude, and visit - 9 kilometres
to the south - Gradanica,, one of the most beautiful of
the mediaeval monasteries, built in 1321 at the memorial
to King Milutin.

In the south of Kosova of particular interest is the
town of Prizren (70,000 inhabitants), situated at the
‘foot of Mount 3ara on the banks of the Bistrica, only
18 kilometres from the Albanian border. One cannot fail
‘to admire the Bogorodica Ljeviéka, its oldest church with
iinteresting architecture and belfry; the Kaljaja, the
interesting and strategically famous fcgt above the town;
the 17th. century mosque Sinan Pa%ina Dzamija; the beau-
tiful Turkish bath Mehemed PaSin Hamam; and other
monuments of Islamic-Turkish architecture. Prizren was
;mentioned as a town with a developed trade asearlyas
ithe 14th. century, when it had a mint where money was
coined. Furthermore, it was the cradle of the Albanian
resistance movement against the Ottomans at the end of
the last century, the League of Prizren exercising great
influence on events inside and outside Albania. However,
ithis seems to be denied in Yugoslavia today - as in the
jrecent official publication "Enver Hoxha's Albania"
!(Tanjug; 1981) where the role of the League of Prizren
is dismissed as "useless" and Albania's national hero

|Skanderbeg is portrayed as a figure of minor historical
iimportance.

In spite of the beautiful natural scenery of Kosova
and the architectural and historiecal interest of its



























































































































