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ON THE ROAD THEY HAVE CHOSEN THEMSELVES, THE AL-
BANIAN PEOPLE ARE STRUGGLING WITH DETERMINATION
AND IN A PATRIOTIC SPIRIT TO STRENGTHEN AND HEIGH-
TEN THEIR COUNTRY IN ALL FIELDS, DEVELOPING THEIR
NATIONAL ECONOMY AND CULTURE AT MORE RAPID
RATES AND CEASELESSLY DEEPENING THE PROCESS OF
DEMOCRATIZATION OF THE WHOLE LIFE OF THE COUNTRY.




The strengthemng of the people’s state power
and the improvement of the political system
reznforce democratic developments
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RAMIZ ALIA

THE STRENGTHENING (C
POWER AND THI

OE THE POLITICAL
THE DEMOCRATI(

Report of the Political Bureau to th
( Noveml

Comrades,

This is the fourth meeting of the Central
Committee of the Party within this year. Its
duty is to analyze the course we have followed,
appraise the changes that have taken place and
define the further tasks on the road of socialist
democratization. This meeting will discuss and
decide what is to be done for the perfection
of the political system, in particular, as -the
decisive link that guarantees the healthy pro-
gress of the whole social and economic life of

the country. ) -

t
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Only nine months have gone by since the
9th Plenum, which gave ws a more or less
complete platform of the current developments
and prospects for our society. But many changes
have taken place. We can say that no sphere
of social activity has been left out of the revo-
lutionary measures. Before we take the next
steps on the course of democratization, it is
necessary that we draw the general characte-
ristics of the changes that have been made.

The introduction of the new economic me-
chanism; the enhancement of the role of the

cooperativists’ personal plot after we gave live-
stock and land to the peasants; the reorganiza-
tion of services and handicrafts; the encourage-
ment of cooperativist trade and the opening of
the peasant market and permitting private work
in services; the application of progressive re-
muneration for overfulfilment of work quotas
and the increase of material incentives; the
strengthening of business relations and social
responsibility of the enterprise; the acceptance
and guaranteeing of foreign investments — all
these things constitute a package of measures,
an entire economic reform, which is aimed at
increasing the initiative and the sense of respon-
sibility of production subjects, and a major change
in all structures.

The positive changes we have undertaken in
the relations of production enable us to build
a more scientific economic policy. They constitute
a realistic political and economic program which
we must carry further ahcad. The Party must
work continuously to make it clear.

The new economic mechanism is being tested
at present in about 100 enterprises. At this mo-
ment nearly 7000 services, handicraft, fruit and
vegetable, trade and social catering units are
working on the independent accounting system.
From the increase of and some adjustments to
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THE PEOPLE’S STATE

low wages the citizens will gain an additional
fund estimated at about 500 million leks a year.
The cooperativist families have three times as
much land and twice as many cattle at their
disposal. Work is going on to set up a bank
specialized in foreign economic relations and
concrete steps are being taken towards entering
new forms of cooperation with foreign firms.

We have made qualitiative improvements,
also, in the domain of social relations. The ap-
pointment of cadres to positions by election in
the collective or by competition; the limiting of
the period of occupancy of the same post for
many positions of responsibility, and of the
mandates of re-election to the supreme organs
of the Party and state; the - creation of the
Ministry of Justice; the establishment of the
service of advocates for citizens from the stage
of interrogation and in court; the amendments
to the legislation which regulate the relations of
citizens with the state better and define their
rights and freedom of conscience; the issuing
of passports to citizens and the intensification
of their contacts with the world, are achieve-
ments of no ordinary importance which have
deepened the processes of democratization.

The free participation of the collective in
the meetings of the basic organizations of the

' IMPROVEMENT
SYSTEM REINFORCE
'DEVELOPMENTS

12th Plenum of the CC of the PLA
r 6, 1990)

Party has placed the activity of the communists
under the control of the masses and has brought
their responsibility into greater evidence. The
collective has become the highest authority with
the right to decide not only on the selection of
cadres, but also on admissions to the higher
schools, the appointment of new cadres, as well
as on the most vital problems of the -citizens.
Now the masses themselves are judges of these
things. .

In the field of law, too, we have proceeded
in a dialectical manner. Development has brought
development. A state newly emerged from the
revolution, poor, and almost constantly under the
pressure of the cold war, was bound to begin
the fulfilment of the rights of citizens with those
which constitute the basis of human dignity
and personality — namely from political and
social equalities. This correct policy of the peo-
ple’s state power ensured work for everyone and
elimination of the exploitation of man by man;
it brought the cultural and educational eman-
cipation of the people and the radical . improve-
ment of their state of health. This policy establi-
shed the equal political status of all citizens
without distinction as to race, region, religion
or nationality, and brought about national unity,
as an indispensable condition for the freedom,
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independence and sovereignty of our homeland.
The achievement of these Lasic rights and free-
doms created the conditions for us to set about
achieving those rights and freedoms, known as
universal rights, at a higher level.

We have taken measures, also, in regard to
improvement of the political system, with the
aim of enhancing the role of elected organs and
the masses of the people. in this field, however.
there is a need for a thorough study to define
more clearly the relations between the Party,
the state organs and the organizations of the
masses, as well as to examine the possibilities
for a more efficient functioning of all the poli-
tical structures of our society. Likewise, it is
necessary to improve the system of elections to
the people’s councils and the People’s Assembly
so that they are further democratized and ensure
the broadest possible representation of various
sections of the people in power. Since this ques-
tion constitutes the main objective of this Ple-
num, I shall dwell on it in greater detail.

As regards our foreign policy, we have aimed
at deeper integration in the Balkan, European
and world processes. To this end we made our
request for participation in the Conference on
Security and Cooperation in Europe as a mem-
ber with full rights, for the official recognition
of the Common Market and more extensive con-
tacts with it; for the normalization of relaiions
with the United States of America and the So-
viet Union, etec. Until now relations with the
Soviet Union have been re-established; tailks on
the normalization of relations with the USA have
been concluded and only the public proclama-
tion by the American administration is expected
The successful conclusion of the Meeting of Bal-
kan Foreign Ministers here, in Tirana, is a con-
firmation of the growing contribution of our
country to the strengthening of cooperation on
a larger scale.

As for the Common Market and the CSCE
there are no new developments until now. It
appears that certain circles and governments are
using their consensus on Albania as a means
of pressure to dictate -various political precepts
and conditions to. our country. Naturally we
have never done and never will do anything
-under anyone’s dictate. Everyone must under-
stand clearly that the Albanian people never have
and never will put their freedom, independence
and national sovereignty up for auction.
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Our stands over problems of foreign policy
respond to the changes that have occurred in
the world. These changes made necessary a more
extensive activization of our diplomacy with the
main objective of safeguarding and strengthening
the freedom of the homeland and making our
victories more secure. ‘

In the future, too, we will consistently follow
the line on which we have decided. At the same
time, we are aware that various forces will try
to hinder the deepening and extension of demo-
cracy and to damage the international image of
the Albanian state. Therefore we must adopt
resolute stands and  courageously defend
the cause of the homeland, the people and so-
cialism. To anyone who tries to damage these
sacred things we will reply with all the means
necessary to defend our free life.

4 : P

The program of the Party is a strategic one,
therefore it cannot be expected to be accompli-
shed in one day or one year. Naturally this does
not justify either procrastination or haste. The
ideo-political preparation of the Party and the
people must be raised to a higher stage. This
becomes even more imperative because, as the
reality shows, the social psychology, the cultural
and technical level of cadres and workers is
inadequate to cope with the requirements arising
from the measures we are taking in various fields.

Experience shows that the practical results
in every field are determined by the degree
of preparation of the Party, the state organs
and the working masses. Let us take the events
of the 2nd of July. The fact is that the decision
to issue passports to citizens was not under-
stood properly and in time, either by those who
had to carry it out or by many working people.
A number of young people rushed into the
foreign embassies without equipping themselves
with the necessary documents, Some of them
were lured by the promise that the outside world
would welcome them with open arms. But they
are learning fast that not paradise, but disillu-
sionment, awaits them there.

Four months have gone by since that event,
but astonishingly, complete and unified rules for
issuing passports have not been established yet;
people go abroad without permission from the
place of employment, they return late, uncon-
cerned that they might lose their jobs, they do
not arrange their travel in such a way as to
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-avoid failing to perform their duties, a thing

which is contrary to the laws, etc.
Misunderstandings arose, also, over the di-

-stribution of livestock and land to the members

of the agricultural cooperatives. The Party
instructed that these questions should be setttled
on a village basis, with the aim of ensuring
fair and orderly action. But in some cases
excessive greed was aroused and there were
attempts to damage the common property and
the cooperative itself.

The party organizations, the state organs,
and the management committees of the coope-
ratives must not be idle onlookers when so-
meone ftries to give directives and decisions a
wrong direction. They must take still- stronger
action when someone tries to damage the com-
mon property and wreck the cooperative. The
whole village must put these elements in their
place by strictly implementing the Statute. The
cooperativist peasantry itself must protect its
gains, its livelihood and its future.

Some individuals mistook the measures we
took for the further democratization of the life
of the country and our society as laxity and
so they gave themselves the right to break
discipline at work, to infringe the rules, to

-encourage anarchy in production, demand ma-
‘terial benefits without increasing productivity

and so on. It is a fact that during the summer
months, especially, there were many absences
from work. The working class, the Party and
the state organs must do more to put an end
to these manifestations. Democracy means order
and work, discipline and culture. There can be
no democracy without production. No one has
the right to commit abuses at the expense of
society.

This experience convinces us that our steps
must be taken cautiously on the road of demo-
cratization and at the proper time, that all our
propaganda for their implementation must be
more active so as to make the ideo-political
content of - these decisions clear to the working

people, while the executive state and economic
- organs must take the necessary technical-orga-
- nizational measures in time. But it must be

strongly emphasized that cautious steps do not
mean slowness and procrastination. In imple-
menting the measures we are taking, more
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- creative initiative, more revolutionary action are

needed.

Without new practices, without a general
psychological and juridical, technical and or-
ganizational preparation, the new concepts about
the economy, about interests, about the relations
between workers-collective-state have no value
whatsoever for society. That is where the party
organizations should begin their work. It seems
a simple task, but it should not be taken 11ght1y,
because the transformation of psychology is the
most difficult to be achieved. The changes in
this field have to do not only with the forma-
tion, conviction and education of people, but
also with their  customs, the way of ordering
their daily work and life, and the tradition
which has been established over decades. A
correct political decision can be taken with the
involvement of the party leadership alone, but
old psychologies and practices cannot be altered

without the involvement of the whole people.

Old conservative mentalities become dange-
rous because they are frequently presented under
a cloak of principles. They leave their mark
and exert a considerable influence on public opi-
nion, because they foster the idea that «we are
making concessions and are deviating from the
line», «abandoning socialism», etc. They see the
new economic mechanism and the decisions in
connection with the cooperativist’ plot, the mea-
sures in the field of social relations and some
steps we have taken in our foreign policy, not
as requirements of the time, connected with the
development of the situation at home and abroad,
but as changes in the strategy of the Party. So,
in effect, the spirit of distrust is fostered and
the value of current developments for the pro-
tection and promotion of the victories achieved
is underrated.

It is clear that for bearers of such views,
the economy, culture, the policy, social life and
everything are unalterable, static, decreed once
and for all. But our Party never has been and
never will be dogmatic. It has triumphed -because,
while remaining loyal to its socialist ideals, it
has known how to respond to the new situations
and conditions, how to be dialectical.

The accomplishment of the tasks we have set
requires a continuous struggle against bureaucra-
cy. Despite the measures that have been and
are being taken, in the state and economic appa-
ratuses there is still much  procrastination and
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many bureaucratic stands. There are many ad-
ministration workers who, far from distinguishing
themselves for initiative and dynamism, hinder
the implementation of the decisions taken. The
organs of the Party and the state must condemn
such attitudes and distance themselves from them.
It is not the state which delays the solution of
problems, it is not the state organs in themselves
that are bureaucratized, but it is some mouldy
officials of the administration who, in their per-
sonal conduct have nothing in common with the
servants of the people, which our officials ought
to to be.

"The program of the Party is impeded and
harmed no less by liberal concepts, the bearers
of which take no account of the conditions of
our country, but are inspired by foreign recipes.
They see.the process of the development of de-
mocracy as a negation of the class struggle; they
‘extend the development of the market and the
operation of the law of value to the point of
impairing the unified functioning of the economy
and take no account of how and where this may
endanger the people’s power or the freedom of
the homeland.

The efforts of all communists and patriots
must be combined in the process the Party
leads, so that we carry forward the decisions
we have taken for democratization. There is and
will be no turning back. We must work with
this conviction. The Party will not' permit us
to remain in outdated positions, but, at the same
~ time, it will never put the freedom and inde-
pendence we have won, the people’s power and
the socialist values, in jeopardy. We will march
forward on the road we have chosen ourselves
and we are convinced that this road will lead
the country towards new victories. ,

Another factor which prevents the process
of the implementation of our program is the
lack of knowledge. The truth is that we are
still paying heavy penalty for ignorance. The
law on private work was issued and the peasant
market permitted. This ought to have been
accompanied with - the establishment of taxes

as an economic factor and a means of control

by the state. But our economic comrades and
those of the Ministry of Finance in particular,
have forgotten to make calculations and are
taking a long time to work out the fiscal aspect
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of the market mechanism. Likewise, there is
inexcusable slowness and hesitation in approa-
ching the contemporary forms of cooperation
with the foreign world. The fact is that the
state organs take a long time to draft the ne-
cessary laws and regulations after the Party and
the People’s Assembly have taken decisions. At
present this is one of the main contradictions
which is hindering the work begun.-

While putting the emphasis on the need to
implement the decisions we have taken, natu-
rally there is also room for reflecting on fur-
ther advances. With the new mechanism of the
economy, the enterprise will take upon itself a
number of social problems which until now have

been tackled mainly or solely by the state.

Within their own competences, on the basis of
unified criteria and according to their economic
strength, enterprises themselves will be able to
resolve such essential problems of labour rela-
tions such as increasing the workers’ income,
employing new work forces, strengthening ma-
terial incentives for innovations and rationali-
zations, etc.

The new mechanism gives enterprises the
possibilities and necessary conditions to make
profits. Each enterprise should give its own
workers the same opportunity. Therefore we
should proceed further towards making the
workers’ wages conditional on the profit of their
work centre. At the same time, the legal con-
ditions must be created to ensure that self-finan-
cing does not remain formal, but is fully ac-
complished not only in value as it is today,
but also in investments, the structure of pro-
duction, foreign currency, etc.

We must inculcate in everyone the convic-
tion that self-financing is an alternative that
can’t lead to profits only, but also to losses. This
depends on the results of the work. The new
economic mechanism is two-sided: for the produ-
cer and for the consumer, for the enterprise and
for the state, for oneself and for the others. In
general, there is a unity of interests in this but
there may also be clashes of interests, especially
if profit is sought not from the increase of pro--
ductivity but from the redistribution of the same
values. R : S .
At present our economy is under the pressure
of three powerful factors: the state with its social
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policy, the people with their ever increasing de-
mands for consumption, and the production enter-
prises and systems, with their needs for invest-
ments and material-technical supplies. These fac-
tors have been and will continue to be nurtured
by the economy in the future, too. The important
thing, however, is to determine the priority and
the level of the fulfilment of their demands as
objectively as possible. In this sense, the self-fi-
nancing regulations have a profound political and
social content, although in appearance they are
simply economic in character.

Fulfilment of the tasks we face requires the
mobilization of all the forces of our society. The
work of the Party must be concentrated on the
question of correct understanding of the mea-
sures and raising the level of mobilization. It

must explain that the reforms which the Party

has undertaken at present in various fields of
social activities are dictated by the present stage
of development. They have been made possible
by the major transformations which have taken
place during these 45 years of people’s power,
by the incomparable advances in all fields, by

the completion of the structure of the economy,.

by the raised level of education. and culture of
the working people, by the emancipation of their
way of thinking and living. They are required
by the further development of the country, the
nzed for technical and technological renewal and
the deepening of the process of the intensifica-
tion of production.

The setting up of a multi-branched economy
from scratch made necessary the centralisation
of sources of accumulation and investments
while their orientation mainly for the renewal
of equipment and technology dictates thé need
to utilize financial revenue to a greater extent,
directly where it is created. A small economy
can be administered ' with effectiveness and in
a centralized way, too, but when its systems
enter independently into multiple relations with
one another, extension of the initiative and of
the possibilities of the base for self-management
is "indispensable.

The present initiatives of the Party have
been impelled, also, by the lessons' we have drawn
and are drawing from the course we have follo-
wed. A look back over the road we have traversed
" strengthens our conviction about the achieve-
ments, but. it also allows us to realise that due
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to lack of experience, historical circumstances,
our insufficient and low level of knowledge, we
have not always hit the mark and chosen the
most advantageous alternativee. We have said
that our Party has not made mistakes in its
line, and this is true when we speak of its
strategic line. But hasty actions and even mista-
kes we have had.

Prompted by the desire to speed up the
steps towards the future, we have applied the
policy of socialization without fully exhausting
the advantages of group ownership in natural
ways, and indeed underrating them. So the coo-
perativist- plot was reduced to the minimum,
while artisan activities on a group or individual

basis were nationalized. In both cases ideological
motives predominated rather than the economic
factors which, as life has proven, were not ripe
for such an action. In the name of planning, the

operation of the law of, value was artificially
restricted and some objective economic categories
like virtual depreciation, self-financing, etc., were
dealt with as burdens of the past on socialism
and as rightist phenomena.

In combating bureaucracy, red-tape and for-
malism, we proclaimed the fiscal system alien,
too, thereby reducing the possibility of society
to exercise its right as owner of the means of

- production to control the incomes of groups and

individuals. Absolutizing the traditional ratios
between means of production and consumer goods,
at various periods we have forced the pace of
investments, especially in heavy industry. The
principle of self-reliance, too, has {frequently
been conceived in a narrow manner in concrete
activities, and the influence of this has been
to restrict our economic cooperation with the
outside world.

Undoubtedly, in some of our shortcomings
and hasty actions we have been influenced also
by many practical solutions of problems of so-
cialism in the Soviet Union, China and other
countries, which were considered universal laws.

Recognition of these defects has long ago

-impelled us to try to correct what we have

not built correctly. However, the events in the
countries of the East also have prompted and
continue to prompt us to reflection. The. ques-
tion arises: has the world historical experience
of socialism, an experience which we ‘have often
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taken as a point of reference in our practice,
been, or is, completely faultless?

In the sixties we tried to find the causes
which favoured the distortion of the system
in the Soviet Union and laid the stress espe-
cially on the bureaucratization of the Soviet
party and state, etc. This enabled us also to
take measures to prevent such phenomena from
occurring in our country.

Apparently, however, this is insufficient. So
the need arises for us to deepen our analysis
in order to draw the maximum lessons and
advantage from the developments in the Soviet
Union and the countries of the East.

On the theoretical plane, too, there are some
problems still open and not fully explained.
They include: the relations of the state organs
with the economy, of the plan with the market,
of conviction with coercion, of the class struggle
with national and popular unity, phenomena
which do not negate one another, but which
evolve in reciprocal interdependence from one
period to another. The theory of socialism is
permanently in development and verification.

We should not be afraid of open discussion
of these problems. A party which instead of
discussing problems prefers to cover them up,
a party without real internal democracy, without
constructive debate, decays and dies. Likewise,
our socialist society cannot develop without free-
dom of thought. Our Party has resolutely mar-
ched on this road and it will continue to do
so. But to ensure that we always have positive
results, requires work and education, patience,
creativeness and militancy.

II

PPN

Without a political order in which demo-
cratic development is a component part, it
would have been impossible for all those direc-
tives and decisions of a profoundly progressive
character bearing on the economy, culture, so-
cial life, legislation and foreign policy to have
been conceived and put into practice. Precisely
because our society has been and is of this
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nature, the Party of Labour has been able to
map out and lead the new phase of the all-
round democratization of the life of the country,
and become the initiator of new reforms.

We have dealt with the role of the political
factor at the present phase on other occasions,

too. As we know, the 8th Plenum of the Central
Committee was devoted especially to the demo-

cratization of the relations of the Party with
the masses. That Plenum forcefully emphasized
the idea that the leading role of the Party in
society is not maintained either with orders or
decrees, but with work, militancy and advanced
thinking.

The Party has won and retained its leading
role since its founding, by devoting all its
activities to the interests of the people, to the
mobilization and organization of the masses in

the Anti-fascist National Liberation War and
the building of the new life, socialism. Our
Party was the only political force which pre-
sented a clear program, which worked out the

ideas and prospects of development of the new
Albania. That is why our people have accepted
and recognised the Party as their leading force,
and consider its line and directives their guide
in every field.

At the present phase the fundamental task
is the further strengthening of the Party
through emancipation of itself, the enlivenment
of democratic debate and dialogue, and the
broad and effective consultation of the opi-

nion of the masses on all the problems and
tasks presented by the time. The democrati-
zation of the life of the Party must include
the communists themselves, who must set the
example with work, not with words, and place
themselves at the head of the democratic pro-
cesses developing in our country. It must in-

clude the organizational structures and appa-
ratus of the Party from the base up, which
must free themselves from erroneous concepts
and practices and not see their work, as often
occurs, as -that of organs. with competences in
all fields. ~ ‘

Precisely because it has been aware of this
danger the Party has always worked to put
its activities under the public judgement of
the masses. A result of this is its resolute
struggle against bureaucracy, its insistence on
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"strengthenmg the militancy and moral quali-
‘ties of the communists, holding open meetings
of the basic organizations, etc. We have dealt
extensively with these aspects of the democra-
tization of the relations of the Party with the
people. 'This struggle is continuing and must
be continued resolutely. But the danger of the
-abuse of power -is avoided "if, in practice, in
the cencrete activity of the Party, correct rela-
tions are established and maintained between
‘it and the other political and state subjects, with
“the: :working class and the working masses in
~general} if it is kept well in mind what the
legitimate prerogatives of the Party are; and
-what: functions belong to it in our social system.

" In 1972, in the speech he delivered in the
Mat - district, Comrade Enver Hoxha stressed the
thesis that the Party does not have unlimited
rights. The communists are the minority, while
“the people are the majority; the Party is the
-part, whereas the masses are the whole, he
‘pointed out in that speech. This thesis, - which
the Party has a duty to analyse and develop
‘further, contains in itself the democratic idea
of dialogue and pluralism of opinion.

What has to be kept well in mind and reso-
lutely applied in practice? The Party must not
;order.;and - eommand, it must.not concentrate in
‘its ‘hands. prerogatives: which belong to other
‘organisms:- It should not and cannot directly
;exercise state power. The competent state organs
-exercise this, in the first place the representative
organs, which are elected by the people them-
.selves. and which, under our Constitution and
Jdaws, are_ the bearers of the sovereignty of the
people and -state. The leadership and strength
of the Party is based on the presentation of
ideas, programs.and prospects of development,
.which, being correct, well-studied and in the
interest of the ‘people, find reflection in all the
act1v1ty of the state.

At present, we proceed mainly from prac-
-tice, from tradition, to determine what the Party
should do, what the state power should be in-
volved in and what appertains to the economic
.organs, :This comes, about, partly, because the
“duties, functions and: attributes of the organisms
which make up the system of the political
‘Jeadership of the country have not been properly
defined by law. Partly, .it comes about, also,
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because instead of requiring each of them to
accomplish its own tasks well and on time, the

-wrong way of usurping- the competences of

others is ‘followed.

The orientations and directives of the Party
establish the principled framework for given
problems or fields. Proceeding from this, the
way is opened to broad discussion, initiative,
and concrete proposals from the communists and
non-communists. This is how democracy, variety
of opinions, pluralism of ideas, and the concrete

‘contribution of every citizen to decisions bear-
‘ing on the fate of the homeland and the funda-

mental ‘problems of its present and future are
expressed.

Pluralism of opinion has been present in
our life in the past, too. The present efforts
of the Party are aimed to ensure a sounder
organizational basis for it. For this purpose we
must transform the existing social organizations
into fully pluralistic subjects, by rebuilding their
links and relations with the Party and the state.
The social organizations should. freely express
their opinions, the opinions of the masses they
assemble, on any problem, whether bearing on
social and economic problems, or the problems
of internal and foreign policy, or any problem
which has to do with the development of the
country. By making them electoral subjects, too,
under the new law that will be adopted, we
create -conditions for the social organizations not
only to express their opinions, but also to
defend them and the interests of the masses
they represent in all the organs of state power,
up to the People’s Assembly, through their
deputies. ' ’ '

Today when our society is involved in a
process of major democratic transformations,
when the social organizations have won great
political maturity and enjoy special authority
among the masses they assemble, an‘y- practice
or mentality which aims at establishing a tute-
lage over them, which treats them simply as
instruments of the Party, becomes restrictive,
therefore it should be resolutely combated and
eradicated. The organizations of the masses, the
Democratic Front, the Trade Unions, the Youth
Union, the Women’s Union, etc., as socio-political
organizations, have their own individuality and




ALBANIA TODAY

personality which are closely connected with the
interests and aspirations of the masses they
represent.

An immediate task is to enhance the role
of the organizations of the masses, to emphasise
their individuality and independence. Within the
social organizations the way must be opened to
constructive debate and the free expression of
opinions. The cultured discussion of various
- political and economic problems which concern
‘the country should lead to more rational solu-
tions and the formation of a democratic educa-
tion of people, which is so necessary for the
present developments in our country.

All these problems should be made subjects
of responsible discussion and study. But without
waltmg for the studies to be completed, in the
various political activities ahead of us we must
take measures to adapt ourselves to this spirit.

- 'The Plenum is aware that new elections to
the People’s Assembly must be held soon, be-
cause the mandate of the present legislature
expires at the beginning of February next. year.

The elections could be held in February 1991,

or at another time, as the People’s Assembly
will decide~at the session 1t will hold in a few
days time.

The content of the law on elections has spe-
01a1 importance. Many consultations ‘and discus-
sions on this have been held, with the partici-
pation of productlon workers jurists, represen-
tatives of the Party and social organizations, the
state organs, etc. The general opinion has been
that the new law should reflect better the level
of political development ensured by the present
structures of our social system and further en-
courage the participation and interests of the
masses in the management of state affalrs

.. According to the. draft which the Pre51d1um
of the People’s Assembly has prepared and
which will be presented to the coming session
of the Assembly. for final approval, a. higher
and more effective level of political democracy
than that existing up to now is guaranteed.

It contains all the conditions for every- citizen
to freely exercise his right to elect and be
elected. Under the new law, the secrecy of elec-

5 (114), 1990 = 11

tions is guaranteed not only as a right, a possi-
bility, but also as an obligation.

The fact that the political and social orga-
nizations of the country, such as the Party of
Labour, the Democratic Front, the Youth Union,
the Trade Unions, the Women’s ‘Union, the
Writers’ League and other recognised associa-
tions are declared equal electoral subjects, which
ensures a more pluralistic representation of the
masses in the organs of state power,. speaks of
the deepening of the people’s . democracy. Each
of them has the right to present its own candi-
date in every electoral zone. The law gives .no
organization a preferential place, and this applies
to the Party of Labour and the Democratic
Front, too. The preference will be determined
by the electors directly through their votes. A]l
this will make possible a complete renewal of
the legislative power in Albania. The new eélec-
tions to the People’s Assembly will be, at the
same time, a practical verification of the autho-
rity of each political and social organization.

The draft-law envisages and sanctions the
presentation of more than one candidate .for
each centre or electoral zone, giving the citizéns
the right to decide freely before they go. to -the
ballot box. According to our tradition, the elec-
tors are- recognised the right to propose  their
candidates directly, too, at people’s meetings
without it being necessary for them to be pre-
sented by any organization recognised by..law.
On the other hand; for the first time any. citi-
zen is recognised the right to presentshis own
candidature, if- he wants to, of course, after
fulfilling certain conditions - enwvisaged by -the
law which have to do, in -the- first place, -with
the character and aims of his program, which
must be in conformity with the national“interests.

The degree of development of democracy is
measured by the possibilities .the individual has
to freely express his opinions, in ‘the conditions
that are guaranteed to him for that purpose.

* Our country has its own experience and tra-
ditions. With us democracy has been and' is
realized through all the many- subjects which
exist in our political system,. through the Party
of Labour, but also through the organizations
of the masses and various - -associations,
through' economic organizations, such as the
agricultural cooperatives, but also through large
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and small assemblies, village discussions of poli-

tical, economic, social and other problems.
Now we are taking a new very great step

forward. By increasing the number of electoral

subjects, giving the social organizations the pos-

sibility to present their candidates for deputies,
by recognising to every citizen the right to
come out as an independent candidate, as well
as retaining the tradition that the electors also
propose their candidates for deputies directly,
at people’s assemblies, really full conditions. are
created for the extension and application of
democracy.

All the comrades are acquainted with the
draft-law, which has been published in the press.
I believe that the Plenum of the Central Com-
mittee will support it, convinced that the new
People’s Assembly which will come out of the
elections will be a clear expression of the demo-

cratic tendencies and culture of our people. The
present electoral draft-law, being a platform of
new democratic transformations in the field of
the political system, will speed up the processes
which the Party is leading and create new
conditions for favourable developments in all
fields. We must aim to ensure that the forth-
coming electoral campaign leads to strengthen-
ing the popular character of the state power;
that it brings about a thorough-going transfor-
mation which will respond to the transforma-
tions we have mapped out in the economy, cul-
ture and other fields.

In order to strengthen the work of the state
it is also necessary to take concrete measures
to put the relations between the elected and
executive organs and the apparatuses on a new
basis. Although the need for enhancing the role
of the representative organs and ensuring their
effective priority over the executive organs has
been repeatedly emphasized, it cannot be said
that this objective has been achieved.

"~ The need is felt for further enhancing the
role of the People’s Assembly as the supreme
organ of state power in our country. The main
direction of the work of the Assembly must be
the intensification of its legislative activity, which
is relatively restricted today, because the over-
whelming majority of the normative acts, espe-
cially those issued in the form of decrees, are
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discussed and approved by the Presidium. Like-
wise, the need has been felt for a broader acti-
vation of the permanent commissions and an
enhancement of their role, as well as for the
strengthening of the Assembly itself, increasing
its competences over the entire activity of the
government. The method of work of the Assem-
bly, as well as a clearer definition of the position
and function of the Presidium of the People’s
Assembly, as the collective presidency of the
state, must be studied and find expression in
decisions, laws and special regulations.

Besides these things, measures must be taken
also to overcome those practices which have led
to the restriction of the role of representative
organs as compared to that of executive organs
and their apparatuses, both at the centre and at
the base. For this it is necessary to re-examine
the question of competences with a greater sense
of responsibility especially with a view to guaran-
teeing the integrity of the people’s councils at
the base, protecting their competences from inter-
ference by higher organs, and, indeed, from in-
terference by administrative and economic organs.

The Party, the organs of state power and all
social opinion have become conscious of the
need to put all their activity on a fully defined
legal basis. In other words, this means that we
must strengthen the juridical state in all aspects.
The law is above all. There is no instruction,
decision, order or authority above the law. The
law may be inadequate or contain mistakes.
Such shortcomings, which can be corrected, must
not leave the way open to orders, arbitrarity
or subijectivism, phenomena which breed injus-
tice and chaos and cause grave social harm.

On the other hand, for the juridical state
to function normally it is necessary that state
activity be carried out only by the authorized
state organs., whether elected or appointed for
that purpose. Our societv must fullv respect the
exclusiveness of rights and competences recog-
nised by law to the leading organs.

While stressing the need for the strengthe-
ning of the juridical base of the activities of
the state, we must point out that in general,
laws are not lacking in our society, but they
must be adapted to the new conditions and,
above all, must be known by the people, so as
to make it possible for them to fully exercise
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their control. Those norms and regulating acts
which define the responsibilities and rights of state
organs, and which remain in office drawers or
in closed circles impede this control. Experience
shows that the exceeding of rights has been
less frequent where the competences have been
made publicly known.

A very important question which we must
discuss at this meeting of the Plenum of the
Central Committee is the need for some changes
which must be made to the fundamental law
of the state, the Constitution. This has to do
‘with several factors. First of all, it is linked
with the developments our country has under-
gone and will undergo in the future, with the
objective transformations which are taking place
in the fields of the economy, culture and policy,
with the improvement and extension of demo-
cracy in all fields of state activity and social life.

Our experience: in the period since the ap-
proval of the existing Constitution leads us to
the conclusion that most of the norms sanctio-
ned by it have been useful and proved correct.
They have contributed to the advance of
the socialist construction of the country. While
fixing the fundamental achievements of our
social order up till that time, they looked for-
ward to the future, and that is why they are
valid to this day. At the same time, however,
it must be said that some norms of this Cons-
titution have not justified themselves and no
longer conform to the requirements of our
development.

The amendments to the Constitution are also
dictated by the evolution of the international
situation. The need for extended cooperation with
the world; broader participation in wvarious re-
gional, European and world political processes;
the increase in the number of agreements and
the expansion of economic exchanges; participa-
tion in wvarious international organizations which
bind our country to certain political and juridical
commitments, require adaptation of the respective
Articles of the Constitution to contemporary de-
velopments.

It is necessary to formulate some new provi-
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sions in the Constitution or supplement the
existing ones in order to more clearly define the
questions which have to do with the state and
social organization, with the relations between
the organs of power and those of the adminis-
tration, between the state and economic activity,
etc. Likewise, it is necessary to reformulate
those provisions which we have changed by
special laws. Such are the Articles on credits
and joint companies, as well as those on the
freedoms and rights of citizens, etc.

The need for changes to the Constitution
must be presented to the People’s Assembly,
which has the right to decide on such a ques-
tion. Of course, it will appoint a special com-
mission to formulate the necessary amend-
ments, so that the new Constitution with the
respective changes is put forward for approval
at one of the first sessions of the new Assembly
which will emerge from the elections of Fe-
bruary next year.

The commission which will deal with the

-amendments to the Constitution will face many

problems. The masses of the people will also
discuss these problems. At this meeting of the
Central Committee I would like to express some
ideas at least on three questions:

1. On the leading role of the Party. This
has been and remains a question of special im-
portance for the development of the country
on the socialist road. That is why we have
always worked and will work in this direction.

However, this cannot be achieved either
through orders or the force of law. We are all
witnesses to the fact that both in the past and

at present, our Party has secured its leading
role and great political and social influence

among the people, not through legal norms but
in practice through its struggle, work, self-sa-

crifice and loyalty to the interests of the people
and the homeland. The leading role of the
Party responded to our actual reality. In fact
our first Constitution had no article which juri-
dically sanctioned the status of the Party, but
that did not prevent it from playing an indis-

putably leading role in our society for decades
on end.
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We said above that we must consolidate the
rule of law. This not only does not negate, but
on the contrary consolidates the leading role
of the Party in our society, because the laws
on whicl the entire activity of the state organs
rests are a synthesis of the policy of the Party.

Therefore, the new Constitution may amend
the Article which defines the Party as «the sole
leading political force of the state»> In more
correctly defining the leading role of the Party
in our society, we must also consider the tradi-
tion and the originality of the development of
our country. Both in the war for national libe-
ration and throughout the whole period of
major transformations, the Party has been and
is a political subject which has always
represented the most active, progressive and
patriotic forces, the ones most closely linked
with the interests of the people and the home-
land. Consequently, the new Constitution must
reflect this status of the Party, which with its
program and line, with its work for the edu-

cation and mobilization of the masses and for

strengthening the unity of the people, is the
fundamental support of the state in its work
for the prosperity and progress of the Homeland.

Along with this, the Constitution must also

define the status of the mass and social organi-
zations.

2. By special law we have decided to allow -

foreign investments and cooperation with firms
of foreign capital. This necessitates the chang-
ing of Article 28 of the present Constitution.

The aim of this Article has been and remains
to make it impossible for anyone to rob our
country of its freedom and independence, to
put it in chains, to violate the sovereignty of
the people over their natural assets. This is a
sacred aim which we must safeguard in the
future, too.

‘Therefore, while amending this article, we
must bear in mind that, cooperavion with foreign
firms, the financing of projects or acceptance
of credits, must take place only if they are
not accompanied with political conditions and do
not encroach on the sovereignty of the people
and the freedom of the Homeland. This must
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be expressly pointed out in the re-formulation
of- this Article.

3. Another important question which the
Central Committee could discuss is the precise
definition in the Constitution of the stand to-
wards religion. From the very beginning our
people’s state has been secular, i.e. separated
from the church. As a concept we have adhered
to the idea of the men of the Renaissance that
the religion of the Albanians is Albania, putting
the questio;—‘of national unity foremost. This
stand has been and remains correct. However,
the Constitution of 1976 has some formulations
which go as far as to declare atheism a state
norm. This is a violation of the freedom of
conscience, because, just as everyone has a right
to be an atheist, no one should be prohibited
from believing.

In the changes that we made to our legisla-
tion, we deal with the question of holding a

- religious belief or not as a question of individual

conscience. But Articles 37 and 55 of the exi-
sting Constitution prohibit the existence of reli-
gious institutions, which as is E;lown, were
closed down with the desire and on the initia-
tive of the masses, the youth in particular. This
is a contradiction which must be overcome,

proceeding from the principle that it is the
people who must decide such questions. We
cannot oppose the circles and the opinion which
are for the closure of religious institutions, just
as we must not ignore those which might want
to open them. In any case, let the people decide,
just as they have done until now.

The precise definition of this stand in the
Constitution does not mean that the communists
and the others must abandon their atheism and

their right to conduct atheist propaganda. The
right to conduct atheist propaganda is as demo-

cratic as the right of those who want to believe.

In putting forward the above-mentioned
questions which have to do with perfecting the
political system, I would like to stress that these
problems call for special attention. A great deal
of explanatory and convincing work must be
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carried out by the Party and various organiza-
tions; continuous education is needed so that
every decision is understood correctly, and haste,
passions and anarchy are avoided.

Care, of course, does not mean slowness and
standing still, or what is worse retreat. Care
means explanation, organization and revolutio-
nary action to implement the directives of the
Party. We must advance step by step, always
looking ahead. Having achieved the first objec-
tives, we must prepare to reach other new
objectives. We must not go too far ahead of
the masses of working people, or so slowly
that we lag behind them. Both cases are fraught
with dangers which may result in grave conse-
quences for the people, the freedom and inde-
pendence of the homeland and socialism.

We must not forget that the basis of success
is linked with the economic situation, with pro-
gress in this field, with the results in procduc-
tion. Neither democracy nor universal righte
can be achieved without the necessary economic
base. Therefore, the higher the results of pro-
duction, the better the fulfilment of plans, the
more intensive and disciplined the productive
activity, the stronger the homeland will be,
and the more the democratization of life will
advance.

That is why at this moment we must take
at least a hasty glance at the situation and the
development of the economy. We are close to
the end of the year and the whole five-year
plan, we are on the eve of the full implemen-
tation of the new economic mechanism. _

If we are to make a full characterization
of the present economic situation of the country,
we must admit that it is on the brink of a siate
of emergency. All the main indices of the eco-
nomy are below the level of last year, with the
exception of the fund of wages and the circula-
tion of retail goods. In order to avoid a debit
balance in the state budget, a thing which has
never occurred in our finances, we were obliged
to reduce investments and other expenditure by
hundreds of millions of leks. A psychological
climate has been created, even in our own
propaganda, when everybody speaks about and
calculates what be will gain himself from the
application of the new regulations, but there
are very few people who rack their brains about
how to increase production for society.

The question is not to find the causes when
everyone can see clearly that the economic
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results of this year are poor. The drought had
its impact, it caused the energy crisis, great
damage to agriculture and heavy losses in
foreign trade. This factor operates outside our
will, just as other factors do, such as the delays
and obstacles often raised by foreigners for poli-
tical motives, etc. The question is what are we
doing, how are we working, at what rates,
with what mobilization and organization, how
are we responding to the conditions which have
been created? It must be said that in work
centres and in the countryside there is demobili-
zation, to put it mildly, there is lack of disci-
pline and inexcusable liberalism. Why should
these entirely subjective shortcomings and
weaknesses be added to the objective difficulties?
What are the state and economic organs doing, :
why don’t they strengthen their control, why
don’t they strictly apply the law and the Labour
Code in cases of breaches of discipline, etc?

Why do the party committees look on? At
these moments the party and the mass organi-
zations must intensify their work for the mobi-
lization of people to change the various processes
and tendencies of the economic development in
a positive direction. Every worker, in town and
countryside, must understand clearly that the
progress of the country depends on our work
and our work alone. Nothing comes about auto-

matically or as a gift from anyone.

Therefore, we must mobilize all our forces
to improve our work in every sector. Besides
the traditional factors which favour ~the impro-
vement of things, the freedom of self-action in
enterprises, the business spirit, profit-sharing
among workers, as well as the other possibilities
offered by the levers of the new mechanism
must assume the concrete economic expression
of their superiority in production and in services.

The Central Committee of the Party must
express ' its sense of responsibility for this situa-
tion by getting down to work with a new drive
and confidence in our own forces. This example,
the militant commitment of all communists, will
be the most effective call and leadership for
the accomplishment of the present tasks and
putting into practice the decisions of the 12th
Plenum. The economic problems are merging
more with political problems in our reality,
therefore we must follow them up and solve
them as a whole.

Long live the Party!
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Distinguished Messrs. Ministers,

The meeting of the Ministers for Foreign
Affairs of the Balkan countries in Tirana gives
me the pleasure to convey to you my best greetings
and wish you success in your work and most
fruitful results.

I would like to express my hope and confidence
that this meeting of senior government represen-
tatives of the Balkans will render its contribution
to the further rapprochement and friendship of
our peoples and countries, to enhanced coopera-
tion among them and to the strengthening of
peace and security in general in such a sensitive
and delicate region as the Balkans.

The Tirana Meeting takes place two years
after the Belgrade meeting and after a great
number of intergovernmental activities at various
levels and by different sectors, among many go-
vernment and public institutions and personalities.

All this work that has been done with the
good will of all participants, with a sincere desire
of all parties, constitutes a source of encourage-
ment and a sound basis for further progress.

It is a noble task of great responsibility before
our countries and peoples to consolidate and
materialize this desire and constructive spirit with
the conclusion of concrete programs that would
further extend and step up the process of Bal-
kan cooperation.

The positive changes that are currently taking
place in international relations, have also led to
a favourable atmosphere for the advance of the
process of bilateral and multilateral cooperation
in our region. :

The essential thing is that there is a growing
conviction and confidence that the many contra-

dictions among various countries cannot be solved
through policies and practices of confrontation,
armaments race and total opposition, that the best
way of overcoming them is the establishment of all-
round cooperation and integration on the basis of
understanding and confidence among the peoples.

This concept is useful especially for the adjust-
ment and reconstructing of relations among the
Balkan countries, which unfortunately are still
loaded by the legacy of their history, which is
as glorious as it is tragic.

I belive that we, the Balkan peoples, just as
we are aware of the good traditions that testify
to friendship and fraternal cooperation, are also
aware of the quarrels and tensions in our region,
which rise from inherited unsolved problems.
However, if the roots of these problems go deep
into history, this does not mean that it will take
just as leng to change the situation and enhance
the climate of confidence.

In a world which is rapidly changing, the
past does not help us to advance with the neces-
sary speed. Liberation from the shackles of old
mentalities is an imperative of our time. Cer-
tainly, this cannot be achieved without efforts
and strong political will. But the objective towards
which we should advance is to foster the interests
of our pecples, of friendship and peace, security
and progress among them.

A new vision is needed not only for the pro-
motion of the process of Balkan cooperation, bat
also for its role in the European cooperation,
too. Establishment of peace and security space
in the Balkans would be, if not a condition, a
factor of major importance for security in Europe,
the creation of an all-European basis for coopera-
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tion, and, in general, for the estabhshment of
understandmg and confidence among the peoples
of our continent.

With their political stands and practlcal acti-

vities, the Balkan peoples have proved that they
desire to be not only an integral part of future
Europe, but also an active force building it.
Proceeding from this conviction, Albania has
pointed out that for a stable, harmonious and
secure co-existence to be achieved in Euro“p_ef,
general security of the states and peoples that
make it up is necessary. However, .in our opinion,
if this is not accompanied with broad economic
cooperation to the benefit of all, true security is
hardly possible.

It is known that Europe owes much to the
Balkans. Certamly, we, the Balkan peoples, have
our faults for our relative backwardness in many
fields. However, the Europeans are not blameless,
either. It should be believed that they, whether
in the West or in the East, understand that they
have much to do towards our peoples.

Hence, our countries growing awareness of
their commeon interests which finds its best ex-
pression in the consolidation and advancement
of the_,Balkan process, is also an indispensable
necessity for equal partnership. with the other
nations of the Europe of tomorrow.

In the Balkans there are many problems among
its nations, which hamper such rapprochement
and cooperation as the modern times require.
I do not want to exaggerate, nor doI want to
be pessimistic, but life has shown that any delay
in the solution of these problems entails the
evil of thexr further deepening and exacerbation.
So it is up to us to make bold and cope with

them, no matter how difficult the first steps
may seem. Let us sit down and discuss in a cons-
tructive manner and look forward to the future.

We must struggle for an open, sincere and
friendly dialogue over any problem - and any
confhct without exception. Let us overcome obstac-
les through greater cooperation, emphasizing. com-
mon interests and struggling for their defense.
With the. changes that are. takmg place in Europe
now, new common interests are emerging for
our countries. We ‘could not exploit them to the
full, were we. to act separately.. They. represent
another subject of discussion to cope with the
challenges of the time and to coordinate efforts.

I would like to express my eonfidence that
the Balkan countrles have all the p0551b111t1es from
now on to march in one rank and in step with
the -other countries. and regions of Europe, and
to make their contribution to the -security and
advance of the whole continent.

Therefore, let us concentrate all our energies
and the dynamism, traditions and creativeness of
our peoples in a positive direction, let us channel
them into the progressive currents of our time for
the lofty and sacred cause of the defense of peace
and security for all, of the strengthemng of freedom

‘and the improvement of the well- -being of all.

Honoured Ministers for Foreign Affairs, along
with the hope. that your meeting will make a
valuable contribution on the attainment of these’
lofty aims, allow me to assure you ' that the
People’s Socialist R/epubllc of Albania is deter-._
mined to make all. possible efforts for. the streng-:
thening and further advance - of - the- process - of
Balkar cooperatlon, as an mtegral part of Euro—‘

: pean cooperatmn.

L D




THE CONFERENCE
OF THE MINISTERS
FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS
OF THE BALKAN COUNTRIES

The Meeting of the Ministers for Foreign Affairs of
the Balkan countries was held from 24th to the 25th
of October in one of the halls of the Palace of Con-
gresses in Tirana. The meeting was attended by the dele-
gation of the People’s Republic of Bulgaria, headed
by the minister for Foreign Affairs, Lyuben Gotsev;
the delegation of the Hellenic Republic, headed by
the minister for Foreign Affairs, Antonis Samaras; the
delegation of Romania, headed by the minister for Foreign
Affairs, Adrian Nastase; the delegation of the Republic
of Turkey, headed by the minister for Foreign Affairs,
Ahmet Kurtsebe Alptemocin; the delegation of the So-
cialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, headed by
the Federal Secretary for Foreign Affairs, Budimir
Lonéar; and the delegation of the People’s Socialist
Republic of Albania, headed by the minister for Foreign
Affairs, Reis Malile.

Present at the opening session was also the President
of the Presidium of the People’s .Assembly of the
People’s Socialist Republic of Albania, Comrade Ramiz
Alia, the chairman of the Council of Ministers, Adil
Carcani, and other party and state leaders.

In the hall of the Palace of Congresses, Comrade
Ramiz Alia met the foreign journalists who had come
to report on this important Balkan activity and wished
them success in their work.

At the hall of the. Palace of Congresses, Comrade
Ramiz Alia met and greeted the ministers for Foreign
Affairs of the Balkan countries. «We are for friendship
and that is why we have gathered here today,» he
said. «We are predisposed {o .be friends with one
another. Our countries have been here for centuries,
and it is no one’s intention to displace the other. We
have much to do, but from what I can see we are
all optimistic. The times give us the right to be opti-
mistic. But much depends also on the people. This is
up to us. We must be agreed on it. I hope that this
meeting will be in the interest of all our countries.
The Balkans is a point of major importance and this
is true not only for foday, it has been like this
in the history over the centuries. The road of history
have met here, from the East and the West, from
far and near. Therefore, the more united the peoples
of the Balkans are, the better it will be, especially in
the present world with all the processes of integra-
tion and .cooperation among the peoples. All these
factors demand that the Balkans, too, should be a

positive factor in this integration process. We have
the possibilities and the desire for if.»

The meeting was declared open by the Foreign
Minister of the PSR of Albania, Reis Malile.
~ The President of the Presidium of the People’s
Assembly, Comrade Ramiz Alia, greeted the meeting
of the ministers for Foreign Affairs of the Balkan
countries.

In the full session, the foreign ministers of the
Balkan wunanimously = elected the Albanian minister
for Foreign Affairs Reis Malile, chairman of the meeting.

After approving the agenda, the floor was taken by
the minister for foreign Affairs of the PR of Bulgaria,
Lyubzn Gotsev,

Among other things he said: My country has irrever-
sibly embarked upon the road of democratization and
I would like to assure you that it will strictly observe
the status quo in Europe and on the Balkans and
will be a firm opponent to any territorial or other
claims violating the interests of any State. We, of
course, expect the same approach from our partners.

The Bulgarian Foreign Minister gave an assessment
of the Balkan activities since the ministerial Meeting
in Belgrade. I would like to stress that the regional
forms of cooperation have started acquiring special
importance. Their very essence and objectives help to
further consolidate and enrich the positive trends of
development of the CSCE process. We consider that
the future of our multinational cooperation lies in its
integration in.an unified Europe and in the final run
as an- inseparable part of the CSCE process.

. The hitherto established mechanism for Balkan
cooperation is open and has real possibilities for self-
development. Taking into account, however, the headway
made by the CSCE process, the different regional forms
of cooperation taking shape on the Continent and the
need for a better organization and coordination of the
Balkan cooperation in all its dimensions, we consider
that its serious institutionalization is expedient.

Proceeding from the experience of other international
organizations, the Bulgarian delegation proposes that a
Permanent Balkan Secretariat be set up. If the other
Balkan countries share our view, it will be a great
honour for Bulgaria to become a- permanent host to
such an institution.

With a view to consolidating the mechanism of Bal-
kan cooperation, I would like to express Bulgaria’s
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readiness to host the Third Follow-up Meeting of the
Ministers for Foreign Affairs. In our view it could be
held in the fall of 1991.

In this connection we embrace the idea for drafting
of a document on principles of good-neighbourliness
between the Balkan countries. It would be a concrete
contribution to the political aspect of our cooperation.

At the same time our country would like to propose that
a meeting of the defence ministers of the Balkan States
be held in the first half of 1991, in Sofia.

We hope, he said in conclusion, that the first meeting
on humanitarian dimensions of the Balkan cooperatfon
which is due to take place in Sofia, will reaffirm the
readiness of all Balkan States to approach the humani-

tarian issues and those related to the eultural and.

informational exchange in keeping in pace with the
trends and standards of the CSCE process.

In his speech the Greek minister for Foreign Affairs
Antonis Samaras, expressed his belief that the present
meeting will further promote Balkan cooperation and
strengthen the ties among our countries for the benefit
of the peoples of our region and of Europe as a whole.
We are all aware of course, he said, of the impact that
the Balkan cooperation process has already had, not
only in terms of concrete results but also, more impor-
tantly, in reinforcing our belief in the value and useful-
nes of such an exercise.

What is, therefore, required is the mext decisive step.
By that I mean the will of us six to institutionalize the
Balkan Cooperation. )

The Foreign Minister of Greece gave a review of the
results already achieved in the various fields of Balkan
cooperation, since the first meeting of the six Foreign
Ministers in Belgrade

He mentioned three important meetings at ministerial
level in the field of economic, trade and industrial
cooperation.

Allow me to reiterate, he pointed out, that the CSCE
process, in which we are all members or observers,
includes as a major element among its prime targets,
the protection of the environment in the greater Medite-
rranean region, thus opening parallel important mecha-
nism of cooperation. Having in mind the tragic events
of Chernobyl, I would like to bring to your attention
the real threat that the existence of nuclear plants in
our region constitutes for the environment

The Greek Foreign Minister welcomed the results
achieved by the 1st Meeting of the Ministers of Energy
of the Balkan countries held in Tirana, the expansion
of cooperation in combatting terrorism and {llicit drugs
and arms trafficking, ete.

. He pointed out the commitment of his country to
the establishment of the Research Institute for Balkan
Economic Cooperation in Athens.

Let me also refer to our proposal for the materiali-
2ation of contacts .among our respective Parliaments by
creating Parliamentary -groups of Balkan friendship and
multilateral cooperation, said the Greek Foreign Minister.
Convinced that in this way our Parliaments will be

5 (114), 1990 e 19

directly involved in the Balkan process, we hope that
these groups will be soon created.

As to the Albanian proposal to draw up and adopt
the principles of good mneighbourliness in the Balkans,
we believe that bold mew initiatives should be under-
taken to create an atmosphere of peace, confidence and
Security in the region. This is of paramount importance
in view of the fact that the Balkan sub-region is also
affected by the impact of the tremendous changes taking
shape in Eastern and Central Europe. In this respect,
we propose that a meeting of experts should be con-
vened to draft a document which would adopt confi-
dence-building measures along with principles regula-
ting good meighbourly relations. Such a document should
reflect similar undertakings and principles of the CSCE
process, adapted to conditions in the South Eastern
Europe.

In other words, the Greek Foreign Minister continued,
the ten principles of the CSCE are the political Guide-
Charter, which represent the new European spirit. Those
ten freedoms that constitute the whole philosophy of
the Helsinki process are directly linked to peace, security
and full respect for human rights of all peoples and of
all national, ethnic, religious and other mmorit{es where-
ver they exist in our region.

We are here, the Foreign Minister of Romania, Adrian
Nastase, said, in the beautiful Capital of Albania, to
lay the grounds for a new partnership in the Balkans.

-A requirement of our times is co-operation in eco-
nomy, Sscience, techmology, trade, culture and other
spheres directly relating to human progress. In fact,
most of Balkan meetings and activities after the Belgrade
Conference were devoted to these subjects.

The Romanian Foreign Minister pointed out the specifie
proposal of his country concerning the development of
Balkan co-operation in the fields of informatics and
communications, the creation of a data bank in agri-
culture and of an institute for medical studies and
research, more effective utilization of the mountains
resources, small and wmedium-size enterprises.

We also believe that attention should be given to
the establishment of a set of measures for the streng-
thening of confidence between Balkan states, which
could go beyond the measures agreed wupon at the
general — European level.

Confidence-building measures in the Balkans could
also include the development of military contacts, such
as meetings of defence ministers and or chiefs of staff,
as well as contacts in the fields of military educanon,
including student exchanges.

Finally, in the same area of confidence, it would
be useful to agree on a system of procedure for the
prevention and settlement of disputes and tensions
between the states of the region.

In this spirit, the Romanian Foreign Minister pro-
posed that a code of co-operation of the Balkan states
of ethnical and national minority issues be worked out.

An efficient co-operation between states in this field
could be supported by the establishment of a Balkam
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‘Reseatrch” and Documentation Institute on ethnical and
nattonal mmonty issues capable of offering governments
data and “facts conccrnmg the real polmcal economic,
'soCtal and cultural situation "of persons belongmg to
irical’ and nationdl minorities, and recommending
sdlutmns to Be adopted at gouernmental level.

: Potntzng ‘out the need to ensure a certain ‘periodicity

nf meetmns at -various levels of decision-making factors

) from B’alkan states Nastase said that as far as the

meetmgs of forezgn mtmsters are concerned, we welcome
the readzness of our countnes to hold such meetings
at s’torter mtervals once a year.

We note wzth satzsfactton that there is a convergence
of -uews in javour of holding a first meeting of the
heads of state or government of our countries. Romania
would be honoured to host such a Conference.

The Foreign Minister of Turkey, Ahmet Kuricebe
Alptemocln, said in his speech: It is our sincere wish
that this meetmg constitute a new phase in the process
of Balkan cooperatzon I am personally convinced that
the chances are greater this tzme to achive more tangible
results in, the period ahead.

It is our hope, the Turkish Foreign Minister pointed
out, that this Second Meeting of Foreign Ministers
will mark the beginning of a new phase during which
the Balkan cooperation will gain momentum enabling
i_/sv to achieve concrete results. At this juncture, we
considered the idea of convening, follwing adequate
nreparations, of a Summit Conference of the Balkan
corntries, In‘calse our assessment 1is shared by all
others, Turkey would be willing and ready to host in
1992 the first Balkan Summit Conference. Another pro-
nosal was that of holding the Forelgn Ministers Meeting
on annual basis.

" Smeaking  about the need for closer cooperation in
narious flelds of the cconomy and trade, the Turkish
queign Minister. pronosed that an Economic Committee,
composed of Balkan Minister of Foreign Trade Economuy,
he established. Such n committee would meet once
a wyear in one of the Cdpitals of Balkan countries on
rotational basis.

Turkeu proposes “the establishment of a Balcan Deve-
lobment Bank which should provide loans to individual
nrojects as well ‘as to those projects jointly developed
by the Balcan countries. to cope with the financial
challenges currently facing - us.

'A The Tu'rklsh Foreign Minister devoted particular
attentwn to e:tabl:shmg direct contacts between private
enterpnses ‘and” organizations, of the Balkan countries.
Consequently, foundmg a  Joint Balkan Chambers of
Commerce dand Industry, may constitute a step forward
m this field.

“The  Government: of Turkey also attaches great
importance to the development of cultural relations
thiong ‘the “Balkan countries, which are vital for culti-
vatmg mutual understanding and fr:endship among the
peoples of- the teglon. :

F'utu‘re cooperatton in this potenttal area could cover
emergency health and relief assistance in natural disasters,
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preventive medicine, training and exchange programmes,

‘closer contacts between Red Cross societies and so on.
And, as follow-up to the decision reached at the

‘Belgrade meeting in June 1989, @ further meetind of

experts could be held to discuss possibilities of enhanced
cooperation among the Balkan countries in the field
of combating terrorism and illicit arms trafficking.

Many important developments have taken “place in
the Balkans, even' more in Europe, in a rather short
period of time, from Belgrade, two and a half years
ago,  to Tirana today. The changed environment. and
the new circumstances should give a new meaning to
our discussions here and ' affect our decisions, said
the Yugosiav secretary for Foreign Affairs, Budimir
Lonéar. We have committed ourselves to better under-
standing and cooperation as the main levers of inter-
Balkanic relations. We will make progress only if we
manage to «Europeanize» our ‘Balkan disadvantages, but
‘many advantages as well.

In- making a great leap forward Europe increasingly
Sees itself as one and whole. This includes the Balkans
and’ every other region. Europe cannot and must not
go' back. This equally binds all of us. As a country
with “four- Balkan mneighbours, Yugoslavia looks uvon
Balkan cooperation as one of the best ways to promote
good-neighbourly relations ‘and other goals, principles
and standards of the CSCE, and the ongoing positive
processes in Europe and in the world. For ‘the sime
réason’ we .are committed to the Medtterranean and
the Pentagonal cooperation .

" We have stepped into the field of security and
conficence building measures, cooperation in combating
terrorism, drug ahd arms trafficking. Still we have not,
I believe, covered the whole spectrum of possibilities.

" Budimir Lon&ar pointed out that Yugoslavia is com-
mitted to the implementation of all agreements reached
at previous meetings: to the cooperation among the
chambers of commerce and industry and to the establi-
shment of a Balkan Chamber of Commerce; to the co-
operation in arbitration; to organizing general and specia-
lized fairs; to the cooperation -in finance and banking;

' to-the joint industrial production in free trade zones;

to the expansion of trade in border areas; to simplifying
formalities in commodity exchange and industrial coopera-
tion; to'long-term forms of cooperation in trade, industry,
construction. and consultaney services. :

- We are. fully committed to. dialogue and cooperation
as the most powerful means of international cooperation
today. We see the prospect of the Balkan cooperation
in its .relative autonomy and, in. its integration in Eu-
ropean trends and the CSCE. |

We consider it of wital interest to all Balkan states
and nations that the political, economic, legal, and even
psychological wall which has long separated the Balkans
from the rest of Europe be pulled doion. That is, inter
alia, a price to pay for :}ommg the current European
trends and certatnly a common obllgatton to apply
more good will, tolerance and determination to ﬂndlng
soluttons to the existing problems and promotlng eo-
operation “in the Balkans.” -~ i
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Speaking about the problem of minorities, he said
that national and minority problems in Europe have
to be dealt with according to the generally accepted
standards of human rights and freedoms, recognized in
the Helsinki and Copenhagen documents.

Finally, let’s not forget that regional cooperation
proves to be one of the most effective ways for buil-
ding a mew Europe.

We in the Balkans, not only can, but must open
up mew wvistas.

We know from experience that good results are
possible if we have adequate and efficient political
mechanisms and permanent channels of communication.

Therefore, I propose regular meetings of Ministers
of Foreign Affairs to be held at least once a year.
These should be working, brief meetings following the
European opattern. The problems we face both in our
bilateral relations and in multilateral cooperation, evi-
dently call for such practice. It might eventually bring
about a Balkan summit meeting.

From the speech of the Minister for Foreign Affairs
of the PSRA, Reis Malile

Distinguished colleagues,

It is an honour and pleasure for me to once more

bid you welcome to the capital city of our country, -

where we are opening today the Meeting of the Mi-
nisters for Foreign Affairs of the Balkan states. I
express my conviction that ‘this meeting will make
possible a fruitful exchange of views and ideas on
the progress of Balkan cooperation hitherto, and on
the opportunities and ways' to further enrich and con-
solidate it. ‘ .

The period that has elapsed since the Belgrade Meeting
to date, described as the first phase of this process,
hailed by the peoples of the Balkans, has rather had
an exploratory character, to seek the fields of and
promote co-operation wherever it is truly possible. Our
judgement is that this Meeting’s duty is to work out
the guideliness and ways in order to concretize and
carry co-operation to a qualitatively new stage. To this
end, it is understandable that painstaking, concerted
efforts and a broader vision which responds to contem-
borary developments are required.

The many inter-Balkan meetings and activities at
a ministerial, high officials or experts level in the
political, economic, scientific and other fields have paved

the way for a regional dialogue of unprecedented dimen-
slon.

Worthy of mention are, especially, the meeting of
High Officials of the Foreign Ministries held during
this period in all the Balkan capitals, the meetings
of the Ministers of Transport, the Economy or Foreign
Trade, of experts on ecological problems and tourism,
etc. Though they brought about only modest results,
the important fact is that we got together and discussed
problems of mutual concern and interest, trying to
gradually create that spirit of understanding and confi-
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dence that opens the way for fruitful co-operation. The
process of inter-Balkan co-operation is, step by step,
taking shape as a new element of our region’s politics
which ensures the crumbling of old or new, real or
artificial, barriers impeding the rapprochement of our
peoples and countries.

If by virtue of history and geography the Balkan
peoples have shared mutual interests and been united,
the contemporary developments in our continent render
this rapprochement and co-operation among our peoples
and countries even more indispensable today. The
Balkans cannot be conceived as separated from Europe
just as it cannot be leff outside its trends in general,
because this region bears a specific weight on the
European balance and has a significant geo-political
position.

The interests of our peoples, peace and progress call
for the overcoming of the bitter legacy of the past,
The time has already corroborated that political dialogue
represents the best course to overcome and settle pro-
blems, no matter how difficult they might be. In the
case of our region, this dialogue is being intensitied
and associated with a concrete co-operation imbuing it
with substance.

A new concept on European security is taking shape
in Europe, aiming at freeing it from the spirit of blocs
and confrontation and ensuring security for all through
the democratization processes and close co-operation in
order to build a European structure where each and
every state, people and country of the continent can,
while preserﬁng its national physiognomy, live in har-
mony, understanding and security with others. An idea
is steadily gaining ground everyday that the develop-
ment of all from the economic point of view, an all-
sided, most varied co-operation lead to genuine security,
just like security and fruitful co-operation imply obser-
vance of the legitimate right of the states to be inde-
pendent, sovereign and equal. Security, co-operation and
development call for the harmonization of the speciftic
and general interests.

The CSCE process, which is moving fowards its
institutionalization, has turned into a reference point In
the current European processes. We hope that this instu-
tionalization that will be carried out in the Paris
Summit will lay stable foundations for the security and
peace in Europe and the world.

The new situations created in Europe benefit and
provide space for Balkan co-operation, ensuring its
natural connection with the CSCE. Conceiving the Bal-
kans as an integral part of Europe implies that the
tranquility, security and devzlopment of this region
depend, to a considerable degree, on the situation in
Europe. Similarly, a peaceful and stable Balkans directly
benefits Europe as a whole and the Mediterranean.

The advantages offered by regional co-operation should
be utilized to the maximum and, at the same fime,
be coordinated and harmonized with those of other
regions. Building concrete relationshpis with the
European Community and other economic bodies on a
regional scale and further atield creates new, even bigger
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potentials of co-operation between our region and otfher
regions. )

When new structures of security and co-eperation
are being built on our confinent, it is but natural that
Balkan co-operation, toco, should net lag behind. At the
present stage we can find some element of a certain
institutionalization of the Balkan process, such as the
periodical meetings of high officials, therefore, it
would be appropriate to seek such ways and means
and organizational forms that could make this co-
operation richer, more effective and place it on a
more solid basis. For instance, we would propose to
pass over to annual meetings of the Foreign Ministers
of the Balkan states. This would be, in a way, a political
forum in our region, which would make a periodical
appraisal of the advancement of this process and
would set the guidelines of its follow-up activities.
Of special importance would be the holding of a
summit of the Balkan states, which would deal with
problems preoccupying our region today and open wup
new vistas for co-operation.

We are of the opinion that the issues relating to
security and confidence-building measures should become
a subject of discussion and for an exchange of views
in order to extend ‘and consolidate the basis of Balkan
co-operation. It would also be necessary to set up
bodies or similar organisms that would deal with
specific aspects of economic co-operation in all its
complexity, including cultural, humanitarian and other
questions.

Distinguished colleagues,

Even though we cannot say that old mentalities
and cold war hangovers have been overcome, the
important thing is that Balkan co-operation is blazing
its wéy to the future as a positive and realistic alter-
native. At a time when new situations are being created
and when seiftlements of conflicts and complicated
problems are being sought and achieved in the field
of . international relations, it is natural for the Bal-
kans, too, to advance in step with the time. Today,
more than ever before, good neighbourliness, as a
relationship which has brdught forth not only similar
historical destinies but also common interests - and
obligations, should turn inte a norm of common inte-
rests and obligations, should turn into a norm of
conduct among the countries of our region. In actual
fact, it constitutes the foundation stone of Balkan co-
operation. Good neighbourliness implies, in the first
place, the. development of bilateral relations. And the
fact is that when bilateral relations are freed from
negative factors and based on mutual respeet and
understanding, multilateral relations, too, develop posi-
tively.

The Albanian delegation would like to mention again
the idea and proposal it has submitted before, to
draft and edit a document on the principles of good-
neighbourliness. It is beyond doubt that such a docu-
ment .will be based on well-known international norms,
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including those of the UN Charter and the Helsinki
Final Act, in which the realities of our region are
also reflected. Our opinion is to draft and ' edit this
document and submit if for approval to a Summit
of the Balkan states. That would mark a valuable
political achievement that would fulfill. an ancient
aspiration of the peoples of the region.

Good neighbourliness and the process of Balkan
co-operation based upon it, genuine security and con-
ficence-building in our region, are closely linked with
a very sensitive question — that of ethnic minorities.

All the Balkan states have already recognized the
correct view that minorities should constitute a factor
of cohesion, rapprochement and friendship among our
peoples, It is indispensable that the spirit of the
democratic processes of our time should characterize
one's afttitude towards this delicate problem with the
aim of ensuring national, political, economic and cul~
tural rights, developing the historical traditions .and
preserving, the ethno-psychological composition on na-
tional minorities. Our countries and region will, in
so doing, open a broad avenue to democracy, humani-
tarianism and civilization. That implies neither border
rectifications nor unification of minorities with their
national states. The peint is to refrain from erecting
barriers that give rise to isolafion and follow a policy
which should make minorities feel an equal and
worthy - part .of the people within whose borders they
live. This would only bring about the rapprochement
and friendship among our Balkan peoples whom his-
tory has, more than any where else, mixed up with
one another, rendering the ethnic minority issues as
tangigle as it is sensitive.

Colleagues and guests,

Time has proved that important areas of co-opera-
tion of an economic, scientific, technological, cuitural
and humanitarian character exist in our region. Various
proposals have been forwarded in these respects at
the meetings held hitherto. We hold that new possibi-
lities have arisen to find most varied ways and forms
of 'more intensive co-operation, not only among the
countries of the region. This necessitates a more active
participation of the Balkans in the .economic co-
operation with the rest of Europe and the Medite-
rranean, This co-operafion offers opportunities for better
partnership. Worth mentioning is the fact that initia-
tives have been taken of late on a regional scale in
Europe, in the Mediterranean and the Adriatic, which
lay stress especially on co-operation in the fields of e-
cology, transport, tourism, etc. It is our opinion that
they offer a good opportunity of co-operation and benefit
for .our region as well.

To render Balkan co-operation as fruitful as possible,
we consider it necessary to undertake initiatives and
utilize advanced contemporary ways and means in our
economi¢c and commercial exchanges, including eross-
border trade, the field of energy and, in particular,
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well-studied exploitation of frontier waters, the mining
and upgrading of natural resources, the field of trans-
port, agriculture, tourism, etc. The recommendations
made at various Balkan meetings for specialized co-
operation, including the application of such forms of
co-operation as co-production or the setting up of joint
ventures, the encouragment of and provision of faci-
lities for one-another’s capital investments etc., are not
only necessary but fully possible as well.

We think that a topic of discussion which arouses
interest in economic co-operation in our region is the
identification of the most adequate solution for the
lifting of barriers to economic and trade co-operation,
as well as for co-operation in commodity marketing,
etc. We also hold that it is high time to examine in
more concrete terms the proposals made for the esta-
blishment of a Balkan Chamber of Commerce, financial
and economiec bodies, etc.

Legislation is an area where amendments and adop-
tions are currently under way in many countries.

In Albania, as part and parcel of the further demo-
cratization of the countiry’s entire life, we are further
improving our legislation, making amendments dictated
by the progress time has brought about at home and
abroad while reflecting the current tedencies and demo-
cratic processes. :

In this context, co-operation among the Balkan coun-
tries in the field of Justice would be a justified and
useful efforts in the exchange of views and ideas and
drawing upon each other’s experiences.

In close connection with the foregoing, we think
that our countries should keep on stepping up the co-
operation that has started at the Balkan meetings con-
cerning the combat against terrorism and illicit drug
traffic, phenomena and ills which we are all inferested
ir guarding the Balkans against.

While scientific and technological co-operation on
the bilateral plane has justitied its usefulness, we think
that it would be of interest to find the ways and
means of co-operation, which encourage wundertaking
of joint studies on a regional scale. Such studies can
cover the fields of energy, geology, agriculture, health
service and environmental protection, etc.

With regard to {ransport, the Balkan meetings held
so far have revealed the common need to strengthen
the Balkan multilateral and bilateral co-operation, aimed
at selecting the most rational routes of passanger and
goods movement in the Balkans. We would be pleased
to host the meeting of the Ministers of Transport of
the Balkan states in Tirana in 1991.

All the Balkan countries have shown their concern
and solicitude for the ecological problems of the region.
Thanks fo concerted efforts and the interest shown, it
has been made possible to work out a draft-ecological
convention whose conclusion would mark a significant
achievement in a field that concerns the entire interna-
tional community today.

The Balkans is renown for its cultural and artistic
heritage and its contribution to the treasury of civiliza-
tion in general. Balkan-wide cultural activities would
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contribute {0 better acguaintance with each other’s
individual and common values, as well as to the
rapprochement and friendship of our peovles. Balkan
cultural events, arts exhibitions and other activities can
be organized in this framework. Commendable work
in the fields of education and culture can be done
with a more intensive activity and further co-operation
on the part of the UNESCO National Commissions of
the Balkan countries.

It is a positive fact that various Balkan meetings
and seminars on health have been held time and
again. The extension of co-operation in this domain
in such a narrow region as ours becomes even more
necessary. Therefore, we would suggest the holding of
a meeting of the Ministers of Health of the Balkan
states to give a fresh impetus to co-operation in this
field. '

The deepening of the Balkan co-operation process
requires the encouragement and intensification of bila-
teral and regional contacts of parliamentarians and non-
gevernmental organizations, such as the committees for
Balkan understanding and similar organizations, as well
as of personalities in various filds of social activity.
All of this will also serve the consolidation of bilateral
relations which, in fact. constitute the starting point
of this co-operation. As well as this, it will serve the
creation and strengthening of the opinion which benefits
the trend fo understanding and confidence in the region.
The mass media have a specific role in this context
to disseminate objective information that would encourage
the built-up of a positive and sound public opinion.

In conclusion, allow me to express the conviction of
the Albanian Government that the deliberations of this
meeting will be conducted in a friendly spirit and with
full success, and that the process of Balkan co-operation
will enter a new stage while recording further achieve-
ments to the benefit of peace, stability and progress in
our region.

Thank you.

The meeting of Foreign Ministers of the Balkan
countries received greetings from many personalities of
various countries of the world: the Secretary General
of UNO, Perez de Cuellar, the President of the People’s
Republic of Bulgaria, Zhelu Zhelev, the President of the
Republic of Turkey, Turgut Ozal, the Soviet Foreign

" Minister, Eduard Shevardnadze and the founder of the

order of missionaries of charity, Mother Teresa.

At the closing session, the participants discussed the
proposals and recommendations for the drafting of the
Joint Communique.

Among other things, the ministers agreed that the
meetings of Ministers for Foreign Affairs of the Balkan
countries be held each year. The next meeting will
be held in Sofia in the autumun of 1991.

The meeting heard and unanimously approved the
Joint Communique of the Ministers for Foreign Affairs
of the Balkans and the message that the Meeting sent
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to the Paris Summit of the heads of state or government
who will participate in the Conference on Security and
‘Cooperation in Europe on November 19-21 of this year.
The closing speech was made by the minister for
Foreign Affairs of the PSR of Albania, Reis Malile.

In the Joint Communique it is said:

The Ministers for Foreign Affairs of the Balkan
States met in Tirana, on October 24-25, 1990.

The President of the Presidium of the People’s
Assembly of the People’s Socialist Republie of Albania,
Ramiz Alia, addressed the Meeting.

In a friendly and cooperative spirit, the Ministers
exchanged views and appraised the advancement of the

process of Balkan co-operation to date, which was initiated’

with the First Meeting of the Ministers for Foreign
Affairs in Belgrade, in 1988, and defined the main lines
and objectives of this process for the future.

They noted with satisfaction that all the Balkan peoples
have hailed and the international public opinion has wel-
comed Balkan co-operation as a realistic course for the
good of the mational interests of participating countries,
of peace and security in the region, which is in harmony
with the positive developments that are currently taking
place on the European scene.

The Ministers pointed out the importance of Balkan
activities successfully carried out so far in various fields
of common interest and agreed that the cooperation in the
fields already specified, or to be further identified, be
materialized in concrete terms, including signing of relevant
agreements.

The ministers underlined that the multilateral co-
operation, as a positive political element in the Balkans,
also provides favourable conditions for the strengthening
of bilateral relations, which remain an important factor
for the improvement of the overall atmosphere and
development of substantial co-operation.

The ministers reiterated the strict adherence of their
countries to the principles of respect for independence,
sovereignty, territorial integrity, inviolability of borders,
equal rights and mnon-interference in internal affairs.
They underlined that the situation in Europe and in
the world has changed noticeably since the Belgrade
Meeting and that recent developments in Europe are
in line with CSCE process, which is actually moving
towards its institutionalization. The Ministers observed
that a new concept of European Security, away from
the spirit of divisions and confrontation, based on
understanding, mutual .confidence and co-operation, is
taking shape. They expressed the wiew that political
stability is closey linked with economic development and
co-operation.

Consistent with these realities, the Ministers reaffirmed
the commitment of their countries to consolidating and
further promoting Balkan co-operation on the political,
economic, cultural and humanitarian plane, and raise §t
to a new qualitative stage.

. The Ministers stressed that the Balkan c¢o-operation

N~
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is an integral part of positive European processes. A stable
Balkans, which is advancing on the course of current
developments, is a factor of pease and security for the
entire Mediterranean region and Europe.

The Meeting hails the Paris CSCE Summit and decided
to forward a Message to fit. :

The Ministers emphasized their countries eommitment
to democracy and common European values, in compliance
with the Helsinki Final Act and other CSCE documents,
thus making their contribution with a sense of responsi-
bility to a better future in Europe.

Alongside with the strengthening of regional groupings
and co-operation, the Ministers underlined the enhanced
role of the United Nations Organization, which remains
an important instrument for the preservation of peace
and security, as well as for the democratization of
international relations.

Having in mind a common commitment of the Bal-
kan countries that would satisfy the aspirations of their
own peoples for peace and good-neighbourliness, and
prompted by their desire to contribute to the deepening
of the processes that have already occurred on the
Continent, the Ministers agreed that a Working Group
should be set up to work out a document of principles
of good-neighbourliness in the Balkan based on the
UN Charter, the CSCE documents and international
precedents.

Recognizing that the positive attitude towards national
minorities, as defined in the Helsinki Final Act and
the corresponding CSCE documents, and in accordance
with principles enshrined in the UN Charter, {s one
of the basic factors of good-neighbourliness, mutual
confidence, stability, cohesion and democracy in the
Balkans, the Ministers agreed that persons belonging
to national minorities have the right, within the existing
constitutional order of their country, which guarantees
equal rights and status for all, to freely express, preserve
and develop their ethnic, cultural, linguistic and religious
identity, and to enjoy all human rights and fundamental
freedoms in full equality with other citizens.

The Ministers riaffirmed the determination of the
Balkan countries to consolidate the progress achieved
in various fields of inter-Balkan cooperation and to
extend their multilateral political dialogue.

The Ministers reiterated the wish for the materiali-
zation of contacts among the respective Parliaments by
creating Parliamentary groups of Balkan multilateral
cooperation.

The proposal to hold a meeting of Heads of State
or Government of the Balkan countries was discussed,
and the importance of creating the conditions for
convening it in a near future was underlined. The Mi-
nisters agreed to return. to the subject at their next
Meeting.

The Ministers agreed that the Meetings of Ministers
for Foreign Affairs of Balkan countries will be held
annually. The next Meeting will be convened in Sofia in
the autumn of 1991.

The Ministers decided that, in view of the increased
activities of Balkan cooperation, the Country which
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nosts tne korewgn Minister’s meeting play the role of
cooruingror uniit the next ministerial meeting.

Ine mvmsiers devoied particular -attention to the
economic cooperation among the Balkan countries, con-
Swering it 10 be very umportant for the promotion of
overail relations in ine region. Having this in mind
und with tne aim of providing guidance for the objec-
tives, scope and organizational Jramework and economic
dimension of the Bailkan cooperation, they recommended
that kconomy or Foreign Trade Ministers of the Balkan
countries should hold annual meetings.

They also stressed that the preparations for the
establisnment of the Research Institute for Balkan

Economic Cooperation in Athens should be intensified.

The Ministers recommended that the‘ next meeting
of the Ministers of Transport be convened in Tirana
in 1991,

The Ministers recommended also that a meeting of

" the Ministers of Health be convened in Turkey in 1991.

The Ministers underlined the need to embark upon
new and concrete activities to ensure a more extensive
utilization of opportunities for expanding .cooperation
in trade, including the exchange of commodities and
services and border trade, transport, industry, tourism,
energy agriculture and water management, veterinary
medicine and protection of plants and forests, environ-
ment and health protection.

The Ministers emphasized the importance of the
exchange of views on. cooperation in the field of tele-
communications, banking activities, science and technology,
culture, sports, information and informatics.

The Ministers pointed out the role of cultural rela-
tions as an avenue to promote better understanding and
friendship among the Balkan countries. They agreed
that the first Balkan Arts Festival be held §n Ankara
in 1991.

They agreed to establish a working group to examine
the feasibility of founding a Balkan Development Bank,
with the intention of allocating additional financial
resources to facilitate implemeniation of projects of com-
mon interests.

They stressed that the preparations jor signing a
regional convention on environmental protection in the
Balkan Peninsula should be intensified.

They underlined the need for implementing wunder-
standing reached 1in connection with cooperation {n
combating terrorism and illicit arms and drugs trafficking
and recommended that a meeting of the Balkan coun-
tries’ experts on international terrorism and illicit arms
trafficking be convened in Yugoslavia in 1991

They expressed their readiness to continue to con-
sider confidence-and-security building measures among
the Balkan countries.

The Ministers stressed the importance of and ex-
pressed their full support for the cooperation at non-
governmental level.

They agreed that the meetings of the Senfor Officials
of the Ministries of Foreign Affairs continue to be
held twice a year with the task of studying all the
proposals and coordinating further activities in all fields

5 (114), 1990 25

of multilateral cooperation. The next meeting of Senior
Officials will be held in Turkey in April 1991,

The Ministers delegated the Senior Officials to study
all aspects of forming the Balkan Forum which would
comprise periodical meetings taking place in the frame-
work of Balkan cooperation, as well as Balkan institu-
tions of multilateral cooperation in various fields, and
to submit their report to the next Meeting of the Mi-
nisters of Foreign Affairs of the Balkan states.

During the Meeting a great number of other propo-
sals were made. The Ministers agreed that the Senior
Officials would consider them at their meetings with a
view to working out the appropriate recommendations.

The Ministers reiterated their determination to ensure
full and effective implementation of all relevant UN
Security Council resolutions leading to the immediate
and wunconditional withdrawal of Iraq from Kuwait.

They stressed the importance they attach to an early
peaceful solution of the problem and to the full restora-
tion of the independence, sovereignty and territorial
integrity of the State of Kuwait.

They observed that achievement of this objective
would also benefit the Balkan countries by limiting the
heavy economic losses they suffered as a result of the
Iraqi invasion and occupation of Kuwait.

The Meeting entrusts Albania to inform and send
its documents to the Secretary General of the United
Nations Organization.

The participants expressed their commendation for
the way in which the Meeting was conducted and con-
veyed their gratitude to the Government of the Peo-
ple’s Socialist Republic of Albania for the warm hospita-
lity extended to the participating delegations.

The Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the People’s
Socialist Republic of Albania, the People’s Republic of
Bulgaria, the Hellenic' Republic, Romania, the Republic
of Turkey and the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugos-
lavie — convened in Tirana, on 24-25 October 1990,
addressed this Message to the Meeting of the Heads of
State or Government of the States participating in the
Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe to
be held in Paris. They wish to underline the historic
importance of the CSCE for a secure and peaceful future
and prosperity of European countries and peoples and
bring to the knowledge of the participants in the Paris
Summit the achievements of Balkans regional coopera-
tion as an integral part of the CSCE process and its
objectives for the future.

Welcoming the positive changes in Europe, the Bal-
kan countries view the Paris Summit as a significant
state in the CSCE process towards its institutionaliza-
tion. They emphasized the need of development of the
rule of law, pluralistic democracy, democratic institutions
and market economy. Measures aimed at overcoming the
differences in the level of economic development and
resolving economic difficulties of the Balkan countries
would also be conducive to greater political stability
in Europe.

Intensive regionai cooperation in the Balkans, follo-
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wing the historical meeting of the Ministers of Foreign
Ajjairs of tne Balkan countries, Belgrade 1988, rejlects
tiwe determinacon of all Bailkan countries L0 mprove
taewr inuitiiceral dnd Oilateral cooperution in G variely
OJ Jews of autual concern, surmounting the differences
Gid disputes among inem tnrough a stable development
uf comprenensive cooperation, sirengthening of mutuai
unuersiandiy and conjiaence-building. At the Tirana
iMeelng tney agreed on @ numoer of further steps to
be taken in tnat direction. In view of the expansion
O] conjidence and securiy-ouilding measures in Lurope,
lney nignilgited tie need Lo conivnue to consider Con-
Jidence and Securily-Builaing ieasures among the Bai-
Kan couniries as a way to contribute to the further
consoudaton of securiy and stabilty in Europe. In the
aeveiopment of their mutual cooperation, the Balkan
Countries are guiaed by the general principles of the
Charier o) the United Nations as well as by the prin-
ciples, goals and achievements of the CSCE process.
uiey are convinced that this cooperation helps strength-
en stability and peace in the region and in Lurope.
Thereby, they are making a concrete contribution to
the promotion of the CSCE process and to the esta-
blishment of a new order and cooperation in the
continent.

The WMinisters welcomed the request of Albania for
full participation in the CSCE and expressed their wish
to see it realized.

Procedding from the paramount importance of ma-
king progress and establishing cooperation in the huma-
nitarian field, the Balkan countries emphasize their
commitment to the protection and promotion of human
rights and fundamental freedoms in every respect. They
attach particular importance to the rights of persons
belonging to national minorities, as referred to in the
Helsinki Final Act and the corresponding CSCE docu-
ments, as a factor of cohesion, stability, friendship and
good mneighbourliness, in accordance with the principles
and morms of international law.

The growing interdependence of countries and of
the inter-relatedness of problems characterizing the
world today more than ever, and especially the rela-
tions in our continent, make the objective of the Balkan
cooperation a single, Balkan and all-European, interest
in which every Balkan country, individually and all
of them together, see their highest national interest.

On the 25th of October, at the Palace of Brigades,
the President of the Presidium of the People’s Assembly
of the PSR of Albania, Comrade Ramiz Alia put on
a dinner in honour of the Foreign Ministers of the
Balkan ‘states who participated in their meeting in
Tirana. g

Comrade Ramiz Alia met and cordially greeted the
Foreign Ministers of the Balkan countries and congra-
tulated them on the success of the Tirana Meeting. He
talked with each of them separately.

Present at the dinner were also the chairman of the
Council of Ministers, Adil Carcani and other party and
state leaders,
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Present were also titular heads of the diplomatic
representations accredited in Tirana.

The dinner passed in a warm and friendly atmos-
phere.

In the afternoon of Octoder 25, at the seat of
the Council of Ministers, the chairman of the Council
of Ministers of the PSR of Albania, Adil Carcani,
received the Ministers for Foreign Affairs of the Balkan
countries who headed the delegations of their countries




to the Meeting of the Ministers for Foreign Affairs.
Present in the reception were also the Minister for
Foreign Affairs, Reis Malile, and Minister and General
Secretary of the Council of Ministers, Niko Gjyzari.
After expressing his satisfaction for meeting the foreign
ministers of the Balkan countries, Comrade Adil Carcani
congratulated them on the success they achieved in their

second meeting, which is due to the common
contribution of the delegations and the governments

they represent. After pointing out the balance of posi-
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tive results achieved from the first meeting in Belgrade,
he stressed that it is through dialogue and through
bilateral and multilateral cooperation, which characterize
our present times, that these achievements can and
must be carried forward in the service of strengthening
the spirit of wunderstanding, peace and security in the
Balkans. This cooperation Adil Carcani said, cannot be
understood separately from the positive processes in
Europe, about which you discussed in your meeting
yesterday and today and reached a common conclusion.
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During the talk, the Prime Minister spoke also about
the further democratization of the economic and social
life in Albania and the implementation of the new,
economic mechanism. He also dwelt on the value of
the extension of economic cooperation with the world
and especially with the mneighbouring countries.

He expressed the optimism that the decisions which
this important meeting adopted will be carried out
with success, because they are based on the common
desire of the Balkan peoples to live in friendship and
peace. For its part, the Albanian Government, he
continued, will adopt all measures to put them into
practice. He asked the foreign ministers of the Balkans
to convey his greetings and best wishes to the heads
of their government.

On behalf of the foreign ministers of the Balkan
countries, the Federative Secretary for Foreign Affairs
of = Yugoslavia, Budimir Loné&ar, after thanking
the Albanian Prime Minister for the reception and
the evaluation of the 2nd Balkan Meeting, said that
in this meeting we confirmed the unity to carry ahead
and further deepen the process of Balkan cooperation,
and coordinated our work with the CSCE process, by
creating a favourable climate for the further develop-
ment of multilateral relations.

" The reception, which passed in a warm and friendly

atmosphere was also attended by titular heads of diplo-.
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matic representations of the Balkan countries accredited
in Tirana.

During the work of the Meeting of the Foreign
Ministers of the Balkan Countries, the Foreign Minister
of the PSR of Albania, Reis Malile, had separate mee-
tings. with the ministers for Foreign Affairs of the
Balkan countries.

In the meetings, which were held in a friendly
atmosphere, the Albanian Foreign Minister and the
Foreign Ministers of the Balkan states talked about
the bilateral relations and the cooperation among the
Balkan countries. They observed that these relations,
especially those between Albania and. their countries
have developed in a positive direction and have con-
tributed to the strengthening and extension of multila-
teral relations and cooperation, and the imvrovement of
the general political atmosphere in the region. In the
spirit of the meeting of foreign ministers in Tirana,
they pledged to make common efforts so that the bilateral
relations should mark new developments for the good
of the interests and aspirations of the Balkan peoples.

They also exchanged opinions on political questions
and the situation in the region and in Europe, and about
the proces of Balkan cooperation and understanding, as
an integral part of the positive processes in FEurope.




COMMUNIQUE

ON THE MEETING OF THE 13th PLENUM OF THE

CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE PLA

On December 11, 1990, the plenum
of the Central Committee of the
Party, chaired by Comrade Ramiz
Alia, convened to examine the cu-
rrent situation and to recommend
the measures for its improvement.
Regarding these issues it decided:
1. The ordinary 10th Congress of
the Party be held in June 1991.
2. The National Meeting of Party
Activists be called on the 26th of
December 1990 in order to work out
the electoral platform of the Party

and to approve the list of its candi-
dates for deputies to the People’s
Assembly.

3. The plenum released the mem-
bers of the Political Bureau, com-
rades Muho Asllani, Simon Stefani,
Lenka Cuko, Hajredin Celiku from
their functions and comrades Qirjako
Mihali and Pirro Kondi from their
positions as alternate members of the
Political Bureau of the Central Com-
mittee of the PLA.

4. Recommendations were given to

the Chairman of the Council of
Ministers so that he proposes to the
Presidium of the People’s Assembly
the mnecessary Government changes in .
conformity with the current situations.

5. The plenum expressed its opi-
nion that the creation of dependent
political organizations in conformity
with the laws in force is to the
advantage of the further democratiza-
tion of the life of the country.
Tirana, December 11, 1990

COMRADE RAMIZ ALIA MEETS STUDENT
REPRESENTATIVES

In the evening of December 11 the
President of the Presidium of the
People’s Assembly, Comrade Ramiz
Alia met in the Palace of Brigades a
representation of University students,
who had demanded to express their
problems and preoccupations to him.

In the beginning Comrade Ramiz
Alio informed the students about the
contents of the work of the 13th
plenum of the CC of the Party,
which examined the current situa-
tion and recommended measures for
its improvement. The students were
enthusiastic about the decisions of
the plenum.

I personally and the whole leader-
ship, Comrade Ramiz Alia said, have
followed each omne of your steps these
days. From the beginning I have
been for a dialogue, for talks and
for discussing the problems with you.
Indeed, at 1.30 after midnight of
Saturday, I met a delegation of yours.
I invited everybody to keep calm
so that your correct preoccupations
and demands be considered through
normal democratic discussion. Up to

this, moment, when I am here with
you, I still am of the same opinion,
that is, everything, and I repeat it,
everything, should be settled with
cool-headedness and understanding in
the interest of the homeland and the
whole people. The r1oad must be
blocked to interference by ill-wishers
and provocators who are not interes-
ted in the good of the people, the
youth, the development and freedom
of the country, or the true demo-
cratization of life. The road of demo-
cratization is not a boulevard. Every-
one must keep this in mind. It
requires culture, tolerance, order.
Democracy does not tolerate condi-
tions, imposition or compulsion. It
requires dialogue, argument, logic, in
the general interest, it requires respect
for one’s comrade, respect of the
justice, it requires mnorms of good
conduct and ethics. If these things
are mot respected, the road is opened
to anarchy. All our people should
bear these -things in mind especially
when we speak about pluralism, be
it pluralism of thoughts or pluralism

CHRONICLE

of organization, that which is cailed
party pluralism. Everyone in our coun-
try, every honest citizen of Albania
must have the interests of the home=
land and the people foremost in mind.
There might be criticisms. But every-
thing has to be put on the balance
of the destinies, the freedom and
independence. of the homeland. That
is why we mneed to have unity, We
need to march united, we mneed to
work shoulder to shoulder with one
another. I express my unshakeable.
confidence and the complete trust in
the student youth, in the first place,
which is the most intelligent and
cultured part, which is the great
asset, of our people; I express my
confidence in the working class. and
our whole people, who will carry
forward without hesitation the. strug-
gle for democratization which the
party is initiating. The process of
democratization. calls for everyone,
be he a worker, peasant or a scien-
tist to make his contribution. But
such things cannot be achieved within
one day. We must go towards Europe,
but we should do so with our own
tradition and originality, and not as
bad copies of others, therefore we
must be cautious, without stopping
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half way on the road of democrati-
zation, which is the road of the
interests of the homeland, socialism
and the people.

The students expressed their sup-
port for the democratic reforms which
have been carried out until now and
pointed out that this was one of
the purposes of their manifestations.
Among other things they demanded
the development of political pluralism,
the publishing of CSCE documents,
the adoption of efficient measures
for overcoming economic difficulties,
etc. The student representatives in-
formed Comrade Ramiz about the erea-
tion of their independent political
organization of the new students and
intellectuals.

Comrade Ramiz Alia told them that
in such matters everything has to
be done according to the laws in
force, by presenting the aplication
for registration to the Ministry of
Justice.

An explanatory dialogue took place
between them and ideas were ex-
changed on many oproblems which
worry the youth and the whole coun-
try, such as those of political plura-
lism, the roads of the development
of the mnational economy and. pro-
blems of higher schools. An impor-
tant place was occupied by the

explanations and clarifications which
Comrade Ramiz Alia gave about the
new elections to the People’s Assem-
bly. He spoke, also, about the im-
portance of the rule of law
and especially about the need for
all citizens, institutions, employees
and everybody else, beginfrom me,
he said, to the ordinary protector of
the public order, to respect the rule
of law.

Responding to students’ questions,
Comrade, Ramiz explained to them
the content of human rights and
freedoms, which, apart from other
things, consist, also, of the observa-
tion of law with correctness and
in a civilized manner. Any action,
whether” it is a manifestation or
whatever else, he said, should be
carried out within the boundaries set
by law, otherwise incidents which no
one desires, might follow.

When we speak about the rule of
law we mean that everyone should
respect the laws and the state organs
and organizations and citizens. If the
police overreach their competences
then measures are taken against
them. But whenever anyone acts in
contravention of the law, the rule of
law operates against him, too. There-
fore, I invite you and all the state
organs, Comrade Ramiz emphasized,
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to act correctly, in a civilized manner,
in a democratic way.

Then Comrade Ramiz spoke to those
present about the economic questions
about which the students wanted to
know his opinion. In connection with
this question, he pointed out two
aspects: first, the mneed for streng-
thening work discipline, so that the
workers, the peasants and employees,
the whole youth, make their maxi-
mum contribution; second, the mneed
for strengthening the political stabi-
lity of the country. We must not
forget, Comrade Ramiz Alia said,
that the foreigners will mnot invest
here if they have no guarantee about
the healthy political situation of the
country.

The youth should continue their
lessons and mnot go against school
regulations; the working class should
return to the work centres and carry
out their duties and not oppose the
Labour Code; the employees must
respect discipline at work. Therefore,
Comrade Ramiz Alia adivised the
students, you and your comrades
must return to school and resume
your lessons immediately.

In the end he told them that the
students in the wuniversity campus
should hear the full text of the talk
from the tapes.

WE SHALL ACHIEVE DEMOCRATIC DEVELOPMENTS
ONLY BY DEMOCRATIC MEANS

Comrade Ramiz Alia’s message to the people — Dear brothers and sisters,

Yesterday evening I talked with a
broad representation of the students
of the «Enver Hoxha» University of
Tirana about their problems and
preoccupation, dbut also the problems
and preoccupations of the whole
country and entire people. '

Today I thought to address myself
to the entire people to clear up some
political elements of the situation we
are going through, a situation which
concerns us all and with which all

of us have to cope.

You already know the recent deci-
sions of the Central Committee of
the Party. We. have decided to con-
vene the Congress mnext year, and
more immediately the National Con-
ference of Party activists to examine
the electoral platform of the Party
for the elections to the People’s
Assembly.

This Conference will enable us to
analyse the situation we are going
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through and set the tasks and deter-
mine the role of the communists for
the immediate period.

We have the conviction that, with
the confidence they have had up to
now, our people will stand wunited
round the Party to carry the country
forward.

The Party has already publicly ex-
pressed its opinions that the creation
of independent political organizations,
certainly those which respect the
laws in force and respond to the

higher interests of the Homeland and
our nation, is to the benefit of the
further democratization of the country.
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This wise stand of the Party
represents another important step in
our democratic process which is now
irreversible.

It is abvious that we are entering
a mnew phase of political relations_
within the country about which we
lack mot only experience, but also
the mecessary juridical mechanisms,
the concepts of a political ethics for
such a situation, as well as the prac-
tice of a truly democratic and fruitful
dialogue.

All of us must be concerned and
work for finding the best ways for
the creation of optimum and most
appropriate conditions for the advan-
cement of the economy, the protec-
tion of the rights and freedoms of
the individual, the defence of the
essential interests of the wvarious
collectives and social strata and,
above all, the safeguard of the free-
dom, independence and sovereignty
of the Homeland, )

All of us are of the same opinion
about the blessings of democracy,
but 1 have a preoccupation which
I want to share with you, dear
brothers and sisters, communists and
non-communists, and call on your
political consciousness and patriotism
to avoid some mistake which would
have consequences for the whole coun-
try. Some individuals and some mi-
lieus may conceive democracy as a
liberation from all political ethics and
all juridical norm. Some people may
strive to impose their will and views
on others without taking into account
the general interest. If these stands
ond activities increase and expand
then there is a danger that the
country may be destabilized and fall
prey to anarchy. In this situation
incidents which nobody wishes may
also occur.

Albania, our people, have the ezx-
Derience of a contemporary demo-
cracy, a democracy which preserves
the old and new high moral virtues
of our people, a democracy which
enables the solution of oproblems
through optimum mechanisms and
ways. Real and genuine democracy
is achieved through constructive dia-

logue and respect of the interests of
the working class, the cooperativist
beasantry, the intellectuals, women,
the entire people.

There is mo time mow for theori-
zing, but for wise discussion about
how the concrete problems which
preoccupy the people can best be
solved. Hence let us put -on the
balance of reason the sound logic
and objective recommendations. Our
people would mnever allow: anybody
to destroy what they have built with
blood and great sacrifices from Libe-
ration up to now.

A political organization must be
assessed not by its slogans and not
by how, softly or loudly, it advertises
them, but by the sincerity of its
aims, the correctness of its opinions
and its respect of the aspirations of
the people. Humanism and man’s
freedoms are mnot the product of
Detty interests, but of wisdom and a
broad view of things.

Democracy and pluralism, either
political or ideological, must lead to
popular and national unity, not na-
tional division. We must see and
strengthen what unites us, as citizens
of this country, sons and daugthers
of the Albanian people, and the
masters of Albania.

Our people has suffered from divi-
sions more than. any other people.
If we look at history, we shall see
that it shows that divisions among
Albanians have always been fostered
by sinister forces which have worked
ngainst the interests of Albania.

Democratic developments are a long-

term orientation on the road the
country must follow. I wunderstand
and appreciate the desire of all

those who are for speeding up the
reforms our Party has undertaken.
I want to assure you, that we, too,
the initiators of these reforms, are
subjectively for a more rapid advance.
However, desires only are mot suffi-
cient. We want to achieve democratic
deselopments only by democratic
means, through work, with culture,
with wisdom, without pain and losses
of any kind whatsoever.,
Democracy does mnot imply only
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freedoms and rights, as some might
think, but also. duties. We are wor-
king for our juridical state to be
built on strong and steady founda-
tions, for the life of all citizens to
be assured, for their work to be
respected, for their will no to be
suppressed, and for their creativeness
not to be despised. Precisely for these
reasons the law must be above any-
body and anything. If we seek de-
mocracy by violating the law, we
shall mnever find it.

We have the opportunity to show
that we are a civilized people who
know how to learn from their own
experience and the experience of
others, a wise and cool-headed peo-
ple. At these moments we have the
opportunity to give the lie to the
traditional accusations levelled against
us Albanians allegedly being uncivilized.

It is known that in time of rapid
democratic processes wvarious political
demagogues, as well as evil-wishing
elements and even provocateurs are
bound to emerge. The opeople, the
honest and patriotic men and women
must be vigilent and see to it that
the interests of the Homeland and
the life of the people are not threa-
tened. We must not forget that we
have enemies who want to divide
and split us, who want to. see us )
going from bad to worse. We must
always stand united in front of them.

Dear brothers and sisters,

We have set out on the road of
demecracy and are convinced that we
shall win this mew historical battle.
too. But times are difficult and the
roads of democracy are not strewn
with flowers. I have full confidence
in the working class and patriotic
beasantry, the girls and boys of Al-

‘bania, in our women and intelectuals

who, on every occasion and in every
situation, will be led by reason and
the traditional wisdom of our people
and their sound logic, and will over-
come any difficulty with patience
and cool-headedness.

In conclusion I would like to call
on the Albanian communists to
shoulder great tasks, as they have
always done, and now too, stand on
the forefront of the struggle for the
realization of the program of demo-
cratization of the life of the country
undertaken by their Party.




HOMAGES ARE PAID
AND WREATHES LAID

IN MEMORY

OF COMRADE ENVER HOXHA

On October 16, on the occasion of
the 82nd anniversary of the birth of
Comrade Enver Hoxha, the glorious
founder of the Party, the legendary
leader of the Anti-fascist National
Liberation War, the architect of the
new socialist Albania, homages were
paid and wreathes laid at his grave
in the National Martyrs’ Cemetery.

Thousands ‘of inhabitants of the
capital, working people from work
and production centres, central de-
partments and institutions, wveterans
of the war and work, armymen, stu-
dents, members and relatives of
martyrs’ families, and school pupils
went .to the Cemetery where they
bowed with respect and laid flowers

at the grave of the wunforgettable
beloved leader, Comrade Enver Hoxha.

Homages were also paid by Com-
rade Ramiz Alia, First Secretary of
the Central Committee of the Party
and President of the Presidium of
the People’s Assembly, Comrade Adil
Carcani, member of the Political
Bureau of the Central Commitiee of
the Party and chairman of the Coun-
cil of Ministers.

Comrade Ramiz Alia warmly gree-
ted the inhabitants of the capital
who were present at the Cemetery.

In the name of the Central Commit-
tee of the Party Comrade Ramiz Alia
and Comrade Adil Carcani, laid at
the grave a wreathe with the ins-

RESPECT FOR ENVER HOXHA
IS RESPECT FOR THE WORK
OF THE WHOLE PEOPLE

AND THE PARTY

October 16 is the 82nd anniversary
of Enver Hoxha's birth, Our. People
have .commemorated . this date
will always do so because it is a
moment in which they pay infinite
homage and respect to this outstan-
ding son who became the torch that
illuminated the road towards freedom

and.

and socialism for the people. Com-
pelled by the dangers that have
threatened them in the centuries, our
people have fought and shed torrents
of blood for survival. In these battles
they have created their wonderful
tradition of respecting its own tribu-
nes, whose name and work they have

CHRONICLE

cription: «To the glorious leader of
the Party and the people, Comrade
Enver Hoxha». Wreathes were laid
in the name of the Presidium of the
People’s Assembly and by Comrade
Nexhmije Hoxha and the family.

Wreathes were also laid in the na-
me of the General Council of the
Democratic Front of Albania, the
Ministry of People’s Defence, the
Party Committee and the Executive
Committee of the People’s Council of
the district of Tirana.

Comrade Ramiz Alia and other
Party and State leaders observed a few
moments’ silence giving the raised-
fist salute to the unforgettable memory
of the beloved leader of the Party
and people, Comrade Enver Hoxha.

always connected with the existen-
ce of the Homeland, with the freedom
and independence of these ancient
territories, with their ceaseless efforts
to guarantee the broad prospects for
their economic and social emancipa-
tion and advance. This is the reason
why in the brilliant figure of
Enver Hoxha, the wunforgettable glo-

_rious leader of the Party, the leader

of the revolution, and the architect.
of the new Albania, the farseeing
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ideologist and politician, the indomi-
table military strategist and the great
diplomat, the people have seen them-
selves, their own supreme aspirations,
linked like the light and life with
the freedom and independence of the
nation, with the progress of our an-
cient culture and the affirmation of
the inexhaustible creative and reali-
zing potentials of the people.
Every moment of Enver Hoxha's
life and work is the life and work
of an ardent patriot and an unflin-
ching fighter for the vital cause of
the Homeland. When Albania found
itself at the crossroads of history,
when the very existence of the Al-
banian people and nation were in
jeopardy, Enver Hoxha was among
the first to see the need for the
creation of the Communist Party as
the main factor to save the Home-
land and to bring the people into
the world of light. Together with a
group of young men, which he led, —
all revolutionary sons of the common
people, he took upon himself the great
responability towards history: he fou-
nded the Communist Party of Al-
bania (today the PLA). This act is
and remains one of the examples of
ideological and gpolitical courage. In
the difficuify and heroic years of the
National Liberation War, Enver’s name
became the banner of struggle for
victory and of the life and death
struggle to repulse the fascist. jau-

gernault. The people saw in Enver
the unflinching legendary leader of
the Anti-fascist National Liberation

Army, who, in the most crucial and
delicate moments that were created
in the field of battle, distinguished
himself for his wise decisions and
judgement, the qualities of the leader
and fighter who had courage and
coolheadedness, the commander’s un-
shakeable confidence that the final
victory belonged to the people. The
glorious epic of the National Libe-
ration War raised Enver Hoxha's
personality not only to the level of
the mission with which the times
had charged him, but also to the

level of the prospects of the develop-
ment of the country. Enver Hoxha’s
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all-sided work is and will remain a
source of inspiration for ardent fee-
lings of love of country for the ge-
nerations.

He remained at the head of the
Party for mearly half a century. From
this position he created, designed and
directly led the whole major process
of the all-round revolutionary trans-
formation of the country.. Enver’s na-
me became the symbol of the stre-
nuous efforts of the people to turn
the dreams and aspirations of whole
past generations for democracy, social
progress and. socialism into a reality.
In the whole of his many-sided acti-
vity he thought and worked for the
people till the last beat of his heart,
with complete confidence in their
abilities, talents and potentials. With
just as profound confidence, he led
the Party and the whole people on
unbeaten paths towards the industria-
lization of the country, the growth and
modernization of agriculture, the flo-
urishing of education and culture, arts
and sciences, and for the defence of
the gains of our socialist homeland.
In his unforgettable address to the
Albanian people on the 40th anniver-
sary of the libemtion of the country
he wrote: «Every corner of Albania
has been transformed beyond recogni-
tion. The life of our long-suffering
people has radically changed, has be-
come more secure, illuminated and
prosperous. Above all, throughout this
process the Party strongly united the
whole people and made them cons-
cious of their great decisive role in
history.» This steel unity in the midst
of the people and of the people
around the Party has resisted and
resists in face of the great challenges
and tests of the time. Unity has been
and remains, as. Enver himself has
considered it, the golden key to our
victories. He reached this great con-
clusion thanks to the experience of
the National Liberation War and
that of the construction of the new
Albania, every work and task which
the Party and the country shouldered
in this period. With his personality
Enver became the great factor of
unity in the bosom of the people, in
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strengthening the Party-people unity
and, wider, in strengthening the unity
between words and actions, decisions
and implementation of them, and
theory and practice. When he spoke
every Albanian rallied strongly around
the Party and, with confidence and
enthusiasm, hurled himself into ac-
tion: He was aware, like a farseeing
political, that every slight breach in
the ranks of the Party and the peo-
ple, in the classes and strata of so-
ciety, the smallest gap between them
was of grave consequences. Therefore
his mind and heart worked and did
everything for strengthening  unity,
which he saw as the powerful basis
for the continuity of the road which
the people have chosen out of their
own free will. Enver Hoxha left us
the valuable behest which s wvalid
for all times as an infallible teaching:
unity is not an abstract motion which
is given once and for all and remains
unchanged, on the contrary it is
always in movement and perfection.
At the present moments in which our
society is going through, when it has
embarked on the stage of deepening
the democratic processes, the question
of unity in all the cells of the poli-
tical, ideological, economice, diplomatic,
cultural and other activities, is raised
as one of capital importance for the
continuation of our road, for the
further prosperity of the country and
the increase of well-being for the
masses. The diversity and plurality
of the opinions of the people, cadres,
specialists, the wyouth, the entire
working masses about the different
problems of the present developments,
under the leadership of the Party and
with its teachings, have and should
become a still greater factor for the
strengthening of wunity in the future.
The strength of our homeland is and
will always le in the uninterrupted
steeling of the Party-people unity.

In the words of the Party and
Enver the communists and qll the
working masses of the country saw
the future of Albania. This was not
the work of imagination, but a reality
which rose like a mountain before
the very eyes of each contemporary
of Enver. This expression, word-
action, has put its red seal to the
whele triumphant epoch in  which
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our people have lived and which is
connected with Enver’s mame. In the
popular conscieousness and memory
he is the symbol of the great po-
pular leader. Nothing that was in the
interest of the people and served
their cause could ever escape his
sharp attenfion. Nothing could remain
outside of his great heart, his daily
activity and his very existence. With
his personality he became a decisive
factor for the uninterrupted perfecting
and strengthening of the links of the
Party with the masses. Enver’s cons-
tant preoccupation over the stability
of these links, the directives and pro-
grams he mapped out for the growing
participation of the masses in the
governing of the country, the uninter-
rupted deepening of the revolutioni-
zation processes from one stage of
‘growth of the country to the other,
represented the synthesis of the collec-
tive thinking of the Party. As a sta-
tesman of @& mnew type, he wholy
devoted himself to his people and
homeland. This unbounded love and
pairiotic devotion made him the
architect of the socialist construction;
this devotion made him the reformer
of the social life; this militancy made
him an innovative ideologist; this
preaccupation made him a perfect
organizer. In all his rich theoretical
legacy, as well as in his broad and
many-sided practical activity, we can
see, among other things, his great
and constant attention to the enhan-
cement of the role of the masses in
all the solutions that the times requi-
red for carrying forward the deve-
lopment of the country at rapid rates.
His insistence on and struggle for
establishing the closest possible links
between the Party and the people
were a daily preoccupation in him.
This can be seen clearly in his visits
to every cormer of Albania, in his
constant dialogue with the people, in
his wide correspondence, in his in-
numerable meetings with his com-
rades and friends, with the fellow-
-fighters and the common people,
with young men and women, with
the people’s intellectuals. Proof of his
constant preoccupation are his in-

structions, advice and orientations for
bfi'ngi-ng the state power organs ever
closer to the people and for placing
them more thoroughly under their
control, for he considered this to be
the decisive way for defending and
further deepening the democratic
character of the Albanian state order.
In his Marxist-Leninist, judgement,
the continuous revolutionization of
the Party and state organs meant,
above everything, the struggle against
bureaucracy and liberalism so as not
to permit the stifling of the creative
spirit of the masses. The promotion
of democracy of the masses, initiative,
enterprise and control of them were,
in his opinion, the main roads which
led to the strengthening of the ho-
meland and the safeguarding of the
victories achieved. These teachings
of great theoretical and practical
values not only for today but also
for tomorrow are still valid in these
moments; they offer precious solu-
tions. They represent the rich histo-
rical experience of the Party in the
work for the continuous revolutioni-
zation and democratization of the
Albanian society and constitute a po-
werful basis, an encouragement and
inspiration for implementing the re-
cent decisions of the CC of the Party.
In every step of our courrent activity,
his teachings and advice are a va-
luable guide.
. Leaders of Enver Hoxha’s stature
are the product of their epochs and
have the proportions of their time.
Just as the historical epochs can
never be forgotten, so their heroes
will never be covered by the dust of
oblivion; they are always respected
and honoured. Comrade Ramiz Alia
has said, «Our people are proud that
whenever the mame of this glorious
son of theirs is mentioned everywhere
in the world, it implies Albania, com-
“munism, genuine freedom and inde-
pendence.» Enver’s teachings are
weapons in our struggle and a guide
to action today and in the future. His
teachings are outstanding for his
preoccupation over the destiny, flouri-
shing and prosperity of the Homeland,
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the freedom and independence won
at the cost of immense sacrifices and
privations. His orientations form the
living picture of the future or the
country; they are full of precious
teachings mot only for the prospects
of the further industrialization of the
country, the modernization of agri-
culture, strengthening of its economy
and the uplift of the masses well-
-being, but also for the promotion of
creative activities by all the working
people of culture, arts and sciences,
and for making our foreign policy
more dynamic in its efforts for comn-
solidating the international position of
the country, for strengthening of its
freedom and independence.

We commemorate the 82nd anni-
versary of the birth of our unforget-
table leader, Comrade Enver Hoxha,
in moments when our people, under
the leadership of ‘the Party and the
beloved Comrade Ramiz Alia, have
tackled great works for the deepening
of the processes of the further de-
mocratization of our country’s life
and have pledged that they will carry
out all their very important tasks
which stem from the decisions of the
recent plenums of the CC of the Party.
The aim of these decisions is to
ensure the still more rapid advance
of the country in all fields, by exploi-
ting, better ~than until today, the
resources which our economy offers,
the great human, ~intellectual and
spiritual potentials of our society, as
well as the conditions and situations
which the present developments in
the Balkans and Europe and more
widely have created. Only by making
the freedom and independence of
the homeland more secure, by streng-
thening ifs economy according to the
Party’s orientations and directives, by
further affirming the wvalues of the
present legacy and the spirftual
creativity of the people, the Party and
the whole working masses of the
country pay their greatest honours te
the life and work of Enver Hoxha,
our unforgettable leader who put his
whole life in the service of the Ho-

meland and left a great and wunique

example which is a source of inspira-
tion for generations of patriotic citi-
zens who ardently desire the advance
of contemporary civilization. .




THE INTERNATIONAI. COllOQUIUM

«NAIM FRASHERI AND HIS TIME»

CARRIED OUT ITS PROCEEDINGS

On the occasion of the 90th anni-
versary of the death of Naim Frashéri,
outstanding figure of the Albanian
culture, our national poet, great per-
sonality of our National Renaissance,
on October 19-20 the international
colloquium «Naim Frashéri and His
Time», organized by the Academy of
Sciences of the PSRA, carried out its
proceedings in the premises of the
Tirana Hotel in the capital.

Participating in the colloquium were
students of literature, language and

history, writers and poets, workers
of the scientific institutes of the
Academy of Sciences and many
guests.

The colloquium was also attended
by students and cultural activitists
from Kosova, the United States, Gree-

ce, the Soviet Union, Austria, Bel-
gium as well as writers and poets
from Bulgaria, Yugoslavia (the SR of
Macedonia), Rumania and Italy, invi-
ted by the Writers and Artists’
League of Albania on the occasion
of the Month of Literature and Arts.
The colloquium was declared open
by the scientific secretary of the Acade-
my of Sciences, Prof. Luan Omari.
Then reports and papers were read
by Albanian and foreign students.
Foreign students highly valued the
proceedings of the Colloquium and
expressed their desire to strengthen
and expand scientific cooperation in
the future.
There were many contributions to
the discussion of the reports and pa-
pers.
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The closing speech was held by
the director of the Institute of Lan-
guage and Literature, Dr. Jorgo Bulo,
who, among other things, said that
the reports and papers that were
read at the colloquium dealt with
diverse aspects of Naim Frashéri’s
work ~ its literary, language and
historical aspects.” He assessed as an
innovation to these activities the po-
lemical spirit of the discussion, which
was a sign of the further emancipa-
tion of scientific thought, the develop-
ment of debate and the pluralism of
opinions in the field of sciences. He
also emphasized that the continuity
of preceding tradition and the role
Naim’s work played in strengthening
the national self-awareness and deve-
loping the national culture was also
emphasized from the standpoint of its
future prospects, which make up the
historical and present dimension of
Naim’s legacy.




AN EXPRESSION
OF THE SOLICITUDE
FOR THE UPLIFT
OF THE WELL-BEING
OF THE WORKING PEOPLE

by Prof. Harilla Papajorglii

On the Ist of October of this year
all the branches of the economy
began to implement the decision of
the Council of Ministers on the law
wage increase, All monthly wages up
to 450 leks were raised up to 22
per cent; montly wages from 450 to
550 leks were raised by up to 10
per cent. Monthly wages of 550-600
leks were also raised.

The Council of Ministers decision
on raising the workers’ low wages
constitutes another measure,
with the continuous policy of our
state, for uplifting of the people’s
wellbeing. With this decision nearly
640 000 workers of the state sector
will profit about 430 million leks.
This measure involves about 75 per
cent of the total number of wor-
kers employed in the state sector,
or more concretely 3 out of every 4
workers will have a direct or in-
direct pay increase. As can be seen,
in this case we have to do with a
decision which is adopted in favour
of a broad section of working peo-
ple, especially of young workers. It
is essential to stress also that the
amount of money which the wor-
kers will profit from the raising of
low wages and the adjustment of
medium wages, is one of the hig-
hest made in this field until today.

The Albanian workers are divided
into categories according to their per-
sonal qualifications. The lowest ca-
tegory or class is the first one, and
the highest class, depending on the
branch, is the fourth or the fifth
one. Pay rises are envisaged for every
class. The lowest classes profit more
than the higher ones. '

The following table shows the con-

in line -

crete monthly pay rises for the
workers of different classes in some
branches: ’

; ‘Increase of monthly

. pay for different

Branches classes in leks
I II 11 1v V

Mechanical- )
electrical 83 59 47 51 25
‘Lextile g5 50 41 27 —
roodstuffs 78 56 52 49 38
vommunal 82 44 47 36 —
Buliding 80 48 34¢ — —
Bullding ma- )
lerials 76 45 28 — —

Uther branches of the economy are
also included in this project. As can
be seen from the figures of the above
table, pay increases for the first ca-
tegory workers employed in the me-
chanical-electrical branch profit a
monthly addition of 83 leks a month;
which is equal to a 20 per cent in-
crease above their previous pay; those
workers who get paid by the se-
cond category profit a monthly rise
of 59 leks, or a 14 per cent increase:
third category workers gain 47 leks
more per month, or 10 per cent, and
so on. This improvement of wages
reduces to nothing the pay differences
of the two bottom classes, which from
now on will be equally paid-as one
single class, that is, the workers of
the first classes will have an equal
wage to those of the second classes.
In this way, the workers of the lowest
category in the mechanical-electrical
branch, will be paid a monthly wage
of 483 leks beginning from the ist of
October. A similar situation is thus
created for the lowest classes of other

N

branches of the economy, The real
wage increase for them can also be
seen in the above table.

All farm workers, who are em-
ployed in all categories of jobs throu-
ghout the whole year, will profit a
monthly average of 40 leks from the
pay rises for different work processes.
The new decision of the Council of
Ministers includes also a category of

" other working people such as those in

charge of reeording production quotas,
medium: technicians, typists, and others.

The highest pay rise is -for the wor-
kers of young age and those of the
lowest categories. As a result of these
measures, beginning from the 1st of
October, the lowest level of the mon- -
thly average pay from 350 leks goes
up to 450 leks, whereas the werkers
average monthly pay reaches to about
570 leks; against the present 523 leks
today.

The implementation of the decision
of the Council of Ministers is another
factor which will link the workers

" more to their job; it will stimulate

them to raise the level of qualifica-
tion, to increase productivity at work
and lower production costs. This mea-
sure is designed to go hand in hand
with the implementation of the new
economic mechanism which is being
applied in our country, with the effort
to stimulate the workers’ higher so-
cial productivity of labour and higher
personal incomes.

The raising of lower wages also stimu-
lates the young workers to acquire hig-
her qualification, because a higher cate-
gory is accompanied with greater pro-
ductivity and better quality. The wor-
kers with higher qualifications will be
employed in higher category jobs, and
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as a result of productivity increase,
they will be paid more. At this point
we must explain, that the recent de-
cisions envisage that the workers are
paid according to the job they do
and not according to their personal
category and qualification. Thig is,
the higher the category of the job,
the higher the wage, regardless of their
personal qualification; nevertheless, ef-
forts are made to ensure that the
workers with higher qualification are
placed in jobs requiring greater skills.

The pay rise will bring about a
direct increase in the people’s pur-
chasing power. In this way, all the
efforts of the working people lead
to the rapid increase of consumer
goods, the extension of the range of
commodities and the improvement of
quality. Only in this way can we cover
thea new purchasing power which is
created with the necessary goods. This
is a task for all the economic enter-
prises of the light and the foo-
dstuffs industries which work mainly
for the production of broad consum-
ption goods. However the new econo-
mic mechanism stimulates, and should
continue to do so, expansion of ac-

tivities in the other interprises of
the mechanical, chemical, building
materials and other industries so that
they utilize their free productive ca-
pacities, primary materials and tech-
nological remains for the production
of more consumer goods and provide
more services for the people.

In this context, the important thing
is to continue the work which is
being done presently for the further
extension of artisan and other vital
services in the state, cooperativist and
private forms of ownership. One of
the largest fronts of production of
consumer goods is agriculture, which
has inexhaustible resources for in-
creasing the farm and livestock pro-
ducts and other productive activities
and services. The extension of the
peasants’ market has been further
stimulated.

Likewise, the import of many diffe-
rent consumer goods and other work
forms and practices is one of the
ways for covering the new purchasing
polwer,

For a long time Albania has been
practising the production of goods with
the material of foreign firms. This
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has proved a useful way for im-
proving the situation in the existing
technologies. The recent decisions on
allowing the investment of foreign ca-
pital in Albanian enterprises is a
major ktep which can assist the
strengthening of production. Another
new road has been opened for the
increase of the production of broad
consumption goods also through the
rights which the enterprises and
cooperatives have been granted to
enter direct business and commercial
relations with foreign firms or
through the intermediary of state
f}?reign, trade organs, the border trade
organs of the Chamber of Foreign
Commerce. The extension of these
practices is yielding its first results.

In this way, the ever better fulfil-
ment of the planned tasks in all
branches and sectors of the economy
and the improvement of the work
in the state trade organs and ser-

vices, the cooperatives and private
individuals will certainly help to tu-
lly cover the purchasing power of the
population and raise the level of
well-being of our working people.




'FERTILE FIELDS

IN THE PLACE
OF FORMER MARSHDLAND

by SPIRO MINGA

© Albania is a mountainous coun-

-try with the plains occupying

and lying mainly on the western
only a small part of the surface
and southeastern regions. The
lowlands are cut by numerous
torrential rivers = with shallow
beds, which were flooded in the
rainy season. So, most of the
plains were marshes and swamps,
the biggest being the swamp of
Maliq, Térbuf, Hoxhara, Vurg, and
Thumana. At a time when the
peasants struggled on the verge
of existence and were plagued
by swamp fever, which took a
heavy toll of thelr lives, the old
regimes. did mothing to harness
the rivers, to drain the swamps
and to liquidate the beds of di-
seases. The only effort Zog’s re-
gime ever undertook was the dig-
ging of an irrigation canal in the
Plain of Kavaja, which in fact
was never completed. The situa-
tion today is entirely different.
Albania’s lands are systematized
and all this colossal work was
achieved within less than five
decades, under the solicitude of

the Party of Labour and the

people’s power.

Considering the conditions in
which Albania found itself imme-
diately after Liberation, with the
lack of specialists, scarce machi-
nery and work implements, the
Party orientated that in the be-
ginning work be concentrated on
those processes which required
simple technical means and
were mot costly. One such pro-
ject was the canal of Juba in
Durrés, which was completed in
1947 and . thirough which about
2000 hectares of land could ' be
drained. The drainage system of

Eng at dhe Institute of Hydrotechnical
Studies and Designs

_the many difficulties.

the Plain of Hoxhara dried more
than 2000 hectares of the exces-
sive water. However, the biggest
systematizing project of the early
years after Liberation was the
draining of the Maliq swamp.

It involved an immense work for

the systematization of about
15,000 hectares of land which lay
under the water and of which
5,000 were permanent swamp and
nearly as much boggy land. At
a time when Albania’s enemies
said tkat the draining of the Ma-
lig swamp was an impossible un-
dertaking and sought to wreck
this major project, the Party ca-
lled on 5,000 volunteers, who ga-
thered from all over the country
to start work with whatever me-
ans that could be secured, despite
The work
on the Maliq swamp was carried
out in two phases: the first in
1946-1951 and the second in
1960-1963. The first phase in-
volved the shifting of nearly 6
million cubic meters of earth, of
which, 4 million were removed by
hand and only 2 million by a few
mechanized means. In the second
phase, the volume of work ‘was
twice as great, but then mecha-
nized means were available in
greater number.

The building of the first syste-
matizing projects, in which the
principal place is occupied by the
draining of the Maliq swamp,
apart from the economic advan-
tages, was still more important for
another reason. It showed the
strength of the socialist order and
put to the test the specialists and
cadres, who, in future, worked
with confidence on the improve-
ment schemes of all theé marshes
and swamps of the country.

In the period 1951-1955, a new
and higher phase’ begms in this
field and goes hand in hand with
the setting up of a draining sys-
tem. To this period belongs the
beginning of work on the impro-
vement projects in the Plains of
Zadrima and Myzeqge. In Myzeqe,
the project began with the drain-
ing of the upper section of the
Térbuf swamp, where, after the
digging of a draining canal 3 km
long, work continued on the irri-
gation canal of Myzeqe, which
was still longer. This scheme in-
cluded the harnessing of part of
the rivers Shkumbin and Seman
with dams and protection walls
totalling 110 - km. The improve-
ment of the Plain of Myzeqe,
Albania’s «granary», as we call it
today, included 1600 main and
auxiliary; canals, with the digging
and shifting of about 25 million
cubic meters of earth, the building
of 1750 structures and 75 km of
motor road. After nearly 20 years
of work for the improvement
of the Plain of Myzege, the coun-
try gained more than 8 000 hec-
tares of land, while the draining
was improved in 22,000 hecta-
res.

With the passage of time, as
our socialist economy waxed
stronger, it was more capable of
creating possibilities for providing
powerful technical means. A rich
experience was accumulated in the
process. In the summer of 1957,
work began on deviating the Pa-
vllo River, and within a short
time the Plain of Vurg and Mur-
sia were improved, with a gain
of 2300 ha of new land and 5100
ha of improved land. In the se-
cond five-year plan, the whole of
the Plain of Zadrima and Thu-
mana and the Roskovec swamps
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were systematized. Whereas in

the 3rd Five-year Plan, impro-
vement schemes were concen-
trated mainly in the Plains of Mat
and Lezha, Divjaka and Kara-
vasta, as well as on the draining
of the Durrés and Hoxhara
swamps. In this way, within a
short time, most of the swamps
disappeared. They left their place
to fertile fields which give high
yields in various agricultural crops.

In the following five-year plans,
attention was devoted to  the
setting up of a broad irrigation

network. However, parallel with

this, work continued for the fur-

ther harnessing of rivers and to- -

rrents- and the protection of the
land against erosion.

The intensification of agricul-
ture required a more advanced
system of draining. Therefore, at-
tention was  directed towards

the reconstruciion of the previo-

usly buily improvement schemes,
with the aim. of ensuring a higher
efficiency of draining, especially
in the coastal zones, where the
plains lie at a relatively low al-
titude. For this purpose, mnume-
rous pumping stations were built
in the Plain of Durrés, Hoxhara,
Velipoja and Kakarriq, mainly on
the coastal zone and elsewhere.
In the beginning the capacity of
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pumping stations was not as great
as it is today. But as time went
by more powerful stations were
built and today there are 30 such
stations with a total capacity of

- 370 cubic meters per second, which

ranks them among the largest in
Europe. The pumping station of
Hoxhara, for example, has a ca-
pacity of 100 cubic meters of wa-
ter per second, that of Thumana
57, and so on. With all this work
large tracts of new land have
been reclaimed and protected
from the excessive precipitations
and floods, thus guaranteeing the
agricultural production against the
sudden changes of the climate.




THE GROWTH OF TRANSPORT

AND COMMUNICATIONS

IN ALBANIA

by Prof. Dr. VLADIMIR MISJA

Backwardness was the only heritage
Albania had to show in communica-
tions and transport. On the eve of
the Proclamation of Independence in
1912 the whole length of roads was
only 622 km, whereas the means of
transport were primitive. Aware of
this situation, the new Government
of Vlora established the telegraph ser-
vice, mainly in Southern Albania. In
1922, the state administration for
communications was established and
soon after joined the International
Post Union and the International Te-
lecommunications Union. Under King
Zog’s regime communications remai-
ned as primitive and limited as be-
fore; in 1938 the country had 38 km
of telephone lines between ~ Tirana
and Durrés and telephone branches
totalled 2886 km, operating through
68 post offices and agencies.

Despite some growth of the road
and communication network in the
beginning the situation, deteriorated
fast after the nazi and fascist oc-
cupation of the country. Most of the
motor roads and bridges were dama-
ged and made impracticable by heavy
bombing. About 6 km of bridges and
port wharves were blown up. The te-
legraph network was virtually des-
troyed.

With the establishment of the peo-
ple’s state transport and communica-
tions were considered as the main
link for the harmonious growth of
all branches of the economy and the
regions of the country. The material,
financial and human resources were
totally mobilized to bring the situa-
tion back to normal and to extend
the roads, to build new telegraph-
-telephone lines and increase means
of transport by nationalizing foreign
companies and organizing, on this ba-
sis, the state motor transport, which
in 1945 had 42 trucks and lories, a
few cars and buses. Within a short
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time the state had 5787 m of bridges
and 326 m of wharves rebuilt. In 1445
the state owned sea transport was
also created. During this period the
communications service was restruc-
tured and extended.

The setting up of the state sector
of communications cost the people’s
state power considerable investments
with which to help this sector to
grow hand in hand with the other
branches of the people’s economy.
The relief of the country, the lack
of a railway and sea transport in
the early years after liberation dic-
tated the need for the motor-road
transport to grow more rapidly than
rail transport. Since 1947 measures
had to be taken to strengthen this
kind of transport by setting up the
first car repair shop in Tirana, while
manufacturing of spare
them began at the <«Enver» plant.
With the passage of time the enter-
prises of this sector in various parts
of the country grew stronger.

The new state issued orientations
for the setting up of railway trans-
port, without neglecting the expansion
of motor road transport, which re-
quired less investments and gave
more rapid solution to the most ur-
gent problems regarding the capa-
city of transport. To carry this orien-
tation into practice, work on rail-
roads was intensified and on Nove-
mber 7, 1947 the Durrés-Peqin railway
line, 44 km long, was opened. This
marked the day of the creation of
the railway transport in Albania.

The creation of a multi-branched
economy throughout the period of so-
cialist construction requires a high
level of transports with a perfect
structure in conformity with the de-
mands and the concrete conditions of
the country. Along with the priority
increase of the volume of transport,
as against the growth of the social

parts for
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product, this sector has changed and
pertected its structure continously. ln
tne structure of transport branches,
during tne period of socialist cons-
truction we can observe the following
trends: the priority growth of pas-
senger transport K against the goods
transport; and within the goods trans-
port, the priority growth of the sea
and railway transport, which current-
ly carry and shift about 70 per cent
of the total volume of goods, as ag-
ainst 25 per cent in the year 1950;
within the trend for the continuous
shortening of the goods transport by
land, we observe that the volume of
motor road transport grows continuo-
usly smaller than that of rail trans-
port. As a result, a situation has been
created in which, within the structu-
re of goods transport measured in ton
per kilometre, the motor road tran-
port currently shifts about 9/10s of
the total tonnage of goods; within
the structure of the passenger trans-
port, the urban transport has grown
more rapidly than interurban trans-
port. All these changes in the cha-
racter and structure of different
transport branches have enlivened
economic and social activities, inten-
sified connections between the con-
sumer and the producer, the coopera-
tion among branches of the economy
and different districts of the country.

To respond to the requirements of
the economic and social growth of
the country, the transport capacities
have kept increasing and their struc-
ture has continuously improved and
been completed with all the necessa-
ry structures, mainly by extending the
network of roads and increasing the
number of vehicles. All these changes
and improvements required quite

great investments, which in the 35-
year long period from 1951 to 1985,
total more than. 5,2 billion leks and
represent 6.6 per cent of the total
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fundamental investments made in the
national economy.

With the investments made for the
extension of motor-road transport, the
building of railways and the streng-
thening of sea transport, a complete
and harmonized system of transports
has been built which supports the
requirements arising from the gene-
ral social and economic development
of the country. One of the growth
indices in the material-technical ba-
sis of transport is also the extension
and improvement of the road net-
work. The total motor-road network
maintained by the Ministry of Com-
munications reached to about 7000
km in 1989, whereas that of rail-
ways 684 km. To this network must
be added also the side roads, which
connect villages, and thousands of
kilometres of road within mining,
forest exploitation and industrial en-
terprises.

Along with the efforts for the ex-
tension of motor road network and
capacities of sea-ports, in this period,
the state has strengthened the fleet of
vehicles and the ‘material basis for
their maintenance. All these condi-
tions created the possibilities for the
dynamic growth of the whole sector
of transport, which has grown faster
than the total social product. In the
nariod 1950-1987, goods transport
growth rates have been about 18 ti-
mes as high as the population increa-
se, 10 times as high as the growth
of agricultural production, 3,5 times
as high as the growth of gross na-
tional product, and about 20 times as
high as the growth of industrial pro-
duction. In 1989 as against 1950, the
total  goods transport has increased
49.7 fold.

In the total goods shifting, there
is a tendency towards the more ra-
pid growth of land transport over
sea one, while, within the land trans-
port, the motor-road transport has
priority over the railway one. In 1989
as against 1950, transport by land has
increased 52,3 times and sea trans-
port 10.1 times; whereas motor-road
transport 55 times and the railway
transport 34 times.

Hand in hand with the strengthe-
ning of sea transport with large cargo
ships, which have intensified goods

transport to and from the country,
outgoing transport has increased both
in mean distance and volume. This
is- mainly, due to the expansion of fo-
reign trade, which conditions, also,
the vigorous strengthening of foreign
overseas transport while the reduc-
tion in the mean distance of land
transport is the result of the ever
more harmonious distribution of the
social product according to the needs
of each region of the country on the
basis of the principle of the uniform
distribution of goods and products
and the efforts to bring manufactu-
ring centres closer to the sources of
primary materials and consumers.

The creation and the priority growth
of overseas transport has determined
the changes in the structure of kinds
of ftransport for different kinds of
goods. This situation, in turn, is de-
termined by the increase in the vo-
lume of foreign trade and the chan-
ges in the geographic structure of the
Albanian import and export. The ra-
pid growth of the material and pro-
ductive basis of the economy has
been accompanied with the high ra-
tes increase of the volume of fore-
reign trade exchanges, which has
brought about the uninterrupted im-
provement of the structure of im-
port-export and the geographical di-
stribution of these activities.

Before the end of the Second World,
War, the Albanian foreign trade was
geographically restricted to a few
countries, mainly to Italy, with which
it carried out nearly. 70 per
cent of its exports and 43 per cent
of imports. During the period of so-
cialist construction, however, efforts
have been made to ensure a rational
geographical distribution of foreign
trade activities. At present Albania
has trade relations with more than
50 countries.

The increase in the number of ci-
ties and urban inhabited centres, the
extension of the transport network
all over the country, the growth of
cities and the general economic and
social activities, is characterised by
the intensification of goods and pas-
senger movements. As a result, the
rates of passenger transport have
been nearly 3 times as high as the
goods transport; while within the
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passenger transport, the urban trans-
port has had priority over the inter-~
-urban one.

As a result of the increase in the
number of cities, the growth of in-
habited centres and the expansion
of the road network, the length of
passenger travel distances in inter-
~-urban transport has followed this_
trend: 81 km in 1938, 636 km in
1250, and 258 km in 1989. As the
cities grow, the length of passenger
travels has grown. The urban passen-
ger transport is carried out. entirely
with the means of motor transport;
the inter-urban passenger transport
measured in passengers per km is
divided as follows: 65 per cent is ca-
rried by motor vehicles and 35 per
cent in railway cars.

The period of socialist construction
in Albania is distinguished by the ra-
pid growth and continuous improve-
ment of post and telecommunication
services. All-sided changes have taken
place in communications; this finds its
reflection in the priority growth of
the electric and wireless communica-
tions (by telephone, telegraph and
radio), and the increase care for the
growth and improvement of post ser-
vices. . "'{

The growth in communications is
determined mainly by the extension
and automation of its services, the
creation of a single system with a
dense network of areal and cable
systems, which guarantee the regular
communication for the people and
state organs in the cities, villages
and abroad.

One of the major successes of tele-
communications in the post-liberation
period is that all villages of the coun-
try have been connected by telephone
since 1973. In the structure of tele-
graph-telephone service, the state has
given priority to perfecting telephone
service, which in 1989 occupied about
80 per cent of all telephone-telegraph
activities, against 41 per cent in 1950.
In the 39 year long period, 1950-1989,
telephone service has increased 25 fold
and telegraph service 4 fold. -

Along with the rapid growth of te-
lecommunications, post service, too,

has kept growing apace, in confor-
mity with the requirements of the
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population and the state organs for
communication through letters, postal
ovders, subscriptions and distribution
of the press, etc. The opening of post
offices in all centres of agricultural
cooperatives has played a particular

role in the extension of post service,
the distribution of the press and other
communications.

In the Albanian post service, the
philatelic movement is an activity in
itself, which began to issue its own

ALBANIA TODAY

postage stamps printed within the
country in 1957. Postage stamps are
prepared and printed in high quality
and philatelic value; they have infor-
mative, educational and aesthetic fun-
ctions.




THE EDUCATIONAL

REFORM IN ALBANIA

IS CONNECTED WITH
THE NEW REQUIREMEN IS
OF THE TIME

by Prof. Dr. SKENDER GITINUSHI

suf-
illi-
Not

The Albanian people have
fered the consequences of
teracy for centuries on end.
very far back in the past, just
one year after the country was
liberated, 85 per cent of the po-
pulation’ was illiterate. Faced
with this situation the Albanian
government had to adopt vigo-
rous measures in two main direc-
tions: first, from 1946, it pro-
claimed the elementary  school
compulsory, so that the source
of future illiteracy should be li-
quidated; second, it organized a
ten-year long campaign, 1945-
-1955, for the liquidation of illi-
teracy among the population aged
under 40. This campaign develo-
ped in two stages of five years
each; during the first one, which
assumed the form of a volunteer
movement, the number of illi-
terates fell by 50 per cent; while
in the second stage, the move-
ment assumed the form of com-
pulsion enforced by law.

From the juridical and organi-
zational aspect, the liquidation of
illiteracy, as a great popular as-
piration, found support in a num-
ber of government decrees and
programs of the time, which
included the law on the educa-

Minister of
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tional reform, on the compulsory
elementary school attendance,
the obligation of all citizens up
to 40 years old to know how to
read and write, and so on. In
this way, in 1956 illiteracy among
people aged up to 40 was comple-
tely liquidated. As a next step,
work was concentrated on liqui-
dating illiteracy among adults in
general.

After dealing with 1111teracy in
this way, the whole educational
policy of the state was based on
a double strategy: the improve-
ment of the school structure and
the raising of the level of tea-
ching quality in them so as to
precede, support and encourage
all the economic and social de-
velopments in the country; and
the prevention of relapse into
illiteracy. These two major tasks
have worked in parallel with one
another. Seen in this context, the
continuous consolidation and per-
fecting of the basic elementary
school, both in extent and in
content, and the extension of the
term of compulsory education
have always been considered as
primary duties. Fully aware that
the 4-year elementary schooling
was insufficient to avoid mani-
festations of functional illiteracy,
especially in the long future, in

1952 the state decided on the
compulsory 7-year and later 8-year
education.

At this rate of extension of
the school system, the number
of elementary and 8-year schools
had to increase five-fold. Given
the young age of the population
of the country, the number of
pupils in elementary schools was
extremely great. At the present
situation, we have 9 per cent of
the whole population attending
elementary schools. The rough
terrain and the extremely great
number of small villages compa-
red with the size of the country
have imposed the need for the
creation of collective classes,
which, occupy 20 per cent of all
the classes of this school cycle on
a national scale. The number of
pupils in them at times may be
as small as three, nevertheless,
each such class has its permanent
teacher. All these conditions have
made this category of schobl a
universal educational system of-
fering equal opportunities for
boys and girls in the villages and
cities. Cases of abandonment of
elementary school are negligible,
and those in the entire 8-year
school system have shown a great
decrease.

The basic elementary veduca—’
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tion is considered as a cycle of
crucial importance not only be-
cause of its great numbers, but
also because of the problems
involved in this delicate age-
-group and arising mainly from
the psychology of child persona-
lity, which introduces the indivi-
dual into the intial schooling pro-
cesses, learning, education, know-
ledge and integration into the
social life. For this reason, special
care has been devoted to the
consolidation of this link in the
school system, the treatment of
the main subjects gradually and
in conformity with the age of
the children, efforts to ensure the
promotion of all pupils from gra-
de one to grade two, evaluation
without marks for these two
grades, the continuous moderni-
zation of its content, etc.

Along with the extension of
the elementary education, the
state adopted measures to staff
all schools with necessary number
of teachers. At present, all the
teachers of this school cycle ha-
ve proper training for the job.
Since five years, the teachers of
this cycle are trained in ade-
quate higher schools, and our
plans envisage that by the year
2000 such teachers will make up
50 per cent of the staff for this
category of schools.

In July of this year the new
educational reform began in Al-
bania. As the leader of our
people, Comrade Ramiz Alia has
pointed out, this reform is con-
nected with the new problems of
our time, which have been raised
for the further revolutionization
and democratization of the life of
our country.

The problems which it proposes
for solution are vital, not only
for their educational and peda-

gogical but also for their social
contents.

Seen simply from the educa-
tional and pedagogical aspect, the

educational reform is connected
with the continuous process of
making our school more massive
and democratic; it has to do with
the range and level of problems
which the school encounters to-

day and which require solution
at present and in the future. To
reach final confirmation, the
reform theses were subjected to
a thorough popular debate. The
reform program was gradually
prepared during ten years from
1980 to 1990, when secondary
education had undergone a mar-
ked increase and extension. The




secondary school system today
draws 74 per cent of all the
pupils  graduating from the

8-year school, against 38 per cent
in 1980. In 1995 this figure will
go up to 87-90 per cent and over
95 per cent in the year 2000;
thus, practically secondary edu-
cation will be accessible to the
whole contingent of pupils fini-

shing 8-year school.

These figures are basic for The
success of the school reform, the
contents of which can be roughly
put as follows:

First, from now on the com-
pulsory and single school will
last 10 years and no longer
8 years. This is the basic reform
act which constitutes the main
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link of our educational reform.
This step has its specific social,
scientific and pedagogical values.
It will lead to the creation of
premisses and conditions for a
more solid cultural formation and
a general civil, theoretical and
practical, spiritual and physical,
ethical and aesthetic fcrmation of
the new generations, towards the
liquidation of untimely differen-
ces in education, early and nar-
row specializations of a pragma-
tic and utilitarian specializations.
With this solution, the right to
education, which is one of the

basic rights of man according to
the universal declaration of hu-

man rights, will assume new and
greater dimensions and content.

Second, the general and voca-
tional secondary education will
be reorganized: it will undergo
considerable improvements in its
destination and contents; the tech-
nical and industrial schools in the

cities will last from 2 to 3 years
and will train qualified workers

and medium specialists. Admis-
sions to higher schools and pas-
sage to other schools will be
effectuated on the basis of a de-
finitive program.

In the rural area, instead of
the agricultural schools which
specialize in training farm - wor-
kers, and some secondary schools
of general education which cur-
rently exist, we are going to
organize one single type of school:
the general education school with
an agriculture profile. This will
be the predominating type in

the countryside. Apart from them,
there will also be purely agri-

cultural schools with a term of
2 or 3 years. This latter type of
school will exist on a national or
zone scale and will train farm
technicians, zootechnicians, vete-
rinarians, etc. ‘




EUROPEAN COMMUNITY
IN THE LIGHT
OF THE 1990

by FATOS NANO

The new developments in East-West
relations, the evolution of the EEC
towards the «unified internal market»
of the year 1992, the reforms of eco-
nomic and political pluralism in Eas-
tern Europe, the integration of two
Germanies, along with the tendencies
towards the disintegration of the
Comecon and the Warsaw Treaty,
the efforts for the institutionalization
of the processes of European integra-
tion and cooperation, and so -on, are
some aspects of the major changes in
the realities of the old continent in
this end of our century. It is a fact
that today, in general, there is a new
alignment of the political and econo-
mic forces confronted with this rea-

lity, both on our continent and beyond

it, which is characterized by the di-
sintegration of the old blocs and the
formation of more complex integra-
tions on a continental scale. The ef-
forts to give the European commu-
nity the character of not only. an
economic and -monetary. union, but
also a political and military one, with
supra-national attributes and with am-
bitions of leadership in the interna-

‘tional relations, cannot fail to attract

attention.

‘The present situation of the West-
European community is the result of
a more than 30-year long process, in
which concrete ideas and steps were
designed and carried out for the
fransformation of the national - eco-

‘fiomic "and political structures of the

12. member states into «one extra-
national architecture», for overcoming
the divisions of this space into isolated

‘markets and the political - and eco-
nomic conflicts which had made Eu-

rope the main field of battles in

‘the last two world wars.- Failure to
realize the former programs for the’

«European union» can be  attributed
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mostly to economic factors, which are
connected with the conflict of interests
for the division of markets, which are
historically accompanied with conti-
nuous changes of the political map
of Europe, as well as to the politi-
cal traditions of the historic forma-
tion of the states of bourgeois demo-
cracies in. this region on the basis of
national interests constitutions and
laws, some of which had to be «sa-
crificed» in the name of the common,
supra-national interests and laws. The
Second World War, which shook the
foundation, of the historic position of
Western Europe as the cradle of the
birth and growth of the bourgeois
civilization gave new powerful im-
pulses to the ideas and projects for
the creation of a «new European or-
der», nourished by known strategic in-
terests for the re-establishment of the
lost positions in the world economy
and politics, confronted with the status
of leadership which the United States
of America had won and was conso-
lidating. To this end, Western Europe
used the billions of dollars which the
USA put in through the Marshal
Plan with the aim of blocking the way
to the democratic and left political
movements and trends.

The representatives of the upper
circles of European bourgeoisie beca-
me . the initiators of the European
unification in the postwar conditions.
They were chiefly people of a con-
servative, Christian-democratic or so-
cialist-left orientations, which inclu-
ded such personalities as W. Churchill,
K. Adenauer, A. de Gasperi and
others. These ideas and projects were
more rapidly concretized in the econo-
my. The «foundation stone» of an eco-
nomic community in Western Europe
was laid by  the - French Foreign
Minister R. Shuman with his political
declaration of May 9, 1950, in which
hHe presented the plan he had worked

out together with G. Monet, for the
creation of the «European Union of
Coal and Steel Industries», alias
«Small Europe». This project became a
reality on July 23, 1952. New develop-
ments followed after the difficult ne-
gotiations which lasted  for some
years among the six founding nations of
«Small Europe» with the signing of
the Treaty of Rome on March 25,
1957, on the creation of the European
Economic Community (EEC) and the

. European Union of Atomic Energy

(EURATOM) which came into force
on January 1, 1958. On July 1, 1967,
implementing the treaty signed in
Brussels on April 18, 1965, the con-
sultative and executive organs of
the three above-mentioned commu-
nities agreed to a «fusion» resulting
in the emergence of representative
organs of a single West European Com-
munity. This fusion of the European
Union of Coal and Steel Industries,
the EEC and EURATOM into one
single European Community was san-
ctioned in the resolution of the Eu-
ropean Parliament adopted on Fe-
bruary 16, 1978, but it waited for
its final legal status with the crowning
of the processes of economic and po-
litical union in the 1990s.

Since 1986 the European Community
has assumed its present size of a
group of 12 states with 323 million
inhabitants, these states have gra-
dually ceded part of the rights to
exercizing their national sovereignty
to the representative organs of the
community (the Council of Ministers,
the Executive Commission, the Court
and the European Parliament). In the
spirit of the provisions of the Foun-
ding Treaty, its members expressed
their political will «to replace the
centuries-old rivalries by a fusion of
their fundamental interests, to as to
lay the foundations, based on an eco-
nomic union, of a broader and deeper
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community of peoples long since di-
vided by bloody conflicts, and hence
create suitable institutions for the
future orientation of their common
destiny». The legal order of the com-
munity and the system of community
law designed for its implementation
has already become a real and tangi-
ble part of the political and econo-
mic lite of the 12 member countries
and their citizens, on the basis of the
results reached from the advance of
the processes of integration in  the
region. But this community is a
reality full of contradictions, old and
new problems that await solution and
are extremely complicated by the fact
that the European Community repre-
sents only one, though important,
part of the old continent. Confronted
witn the cyclical growth of the -eco-
nomy, the different levels of growth
inside and outside the European
Community, the exacerbation of ca-
pitalist competition between it and
other centres of world economy (the
USA, Japan, etc.), the changes in
the ratio of forces which result from
them; and under the objective pre-
ssures for the re-organization of the
economic and political order in Eu-
rope in the context of the processes
of democratization of present inter-
national relations, the European com-
munity has planned a number of new
reforms for the acceleration of inte-
grating processes. Meanwhile, a nu-
mber of new initiatives have begun
for multi-lateral regional cooperation
and security in Europe, which include
all the countries of the continent and
others outside it.

Albania watches the present de-
velopments in this field very attenti-
vely, especially after the recent events
in Eastern Europe and the re-unifi-
cation of the German nation into one
single state. It tries to make a co-
rrect evaluation of the factors and
trends which are connected with them,
so as to draw the proper conclusions
and to take necessary actions for its
own defence and for the interests of
its independent development in co-
existence with the other European
states, relying on on the mutual res-
pect of the interests and the speci-
fic political, economic, national . and
cultural features, and on the common

efforts for the democratization of the
international relations in Europe and
the whole world, the stability of peace
and security, and for the interests of
each people for progress.

*

The Common Market, or the Euro-
pean Economic Commumnty, exists 30
years since. According to the 'Treaty
of Rome, this inter-state economic
organ was set up in an effort «to
éupport and promote the harmonized
development of economic activities
among its member couniries, the ba-

‘lanced economic expansion abroad, the

strengthening of their economic sta-
bility, and the raising of the standard
of living, as well as the creation of
the necessary conditions for ever clo-
ser relations among the member coun-
tries».” In reality, the basic objective
of this initiative of the biggest West
European countries has been and re-
mains the creation of the necessary
structures and superstructures for the
complete integration and unification
of the markets and economies of
this region, for the revival and the
strengthening of the competing ability
of European <capital on the world
market, for regaining the lost po-
sitions in the war, and for coping
with the challenges of competition
and struggle for markets in the con-

ditions of the disintegration of the

old colonial system.

From the beginning, the authors of
thé Treaty of Rome have conceived
the development of the EEC as a
political and economic union. The
precondition for this has been and
remains the creation of a single in-
tegrated market of free circulation of
goods and services, people and ca-
pital inside the member countries.
This is also the fundamental objec-
tive of the reforms undertaken with
a view to the 1992 situation. Ho-
wever, this requires the co-ordination
of concerted stands and laws for
the gradual rapprochment of the eco-
nomic policies and structures on the
region and for their unification in re-
lation to the non-member countries of
this grouping. The community compe-
tences and decisions are binding on
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the member countries; they have ju-
ridical priority in regard to the regu-
lations governing enterprise, competi-
tions and circulation of goods, services
and people within the BEC, the agri-

cultural  economic  policies, .tran-
sport, social problems and rela-
tions with third parties. Brussels

admits  that «only a few aspects of
the state sovereignty, which are non-
theless not unimportant, such as de-
fence diplomacy, eduecation and .cul-
ture, remain outside the community
control, but, in. these . spheres too,
particular aspects are partly sub-
jected to its competences.» .
The status and the .actual range
of the European Community have
changed considerably since its foyn-
ding. Its has emerged to a prominent
role in the international economic
and political life and is growing more
and more important as such with its
position as the main commercial po-
wer, the leading agricultural producer,
and second industrial potential in
the world economy. In their economic
relations with.the other countries, the:
EEC member countries . are repre-
sented as one unit .by the community.
organs and bodies. which exercise ex-
clusive competences. and powers. - in’
such weighty spheres of the econo-
mic situation of each country such as
customs’ duties and export-import re-
gulations, the commercial ' policies,
farming, transport, etc. As well as
this, the community has diplomatic
relations with 130, countries of the
world; it has entered into separate
economic agreements with 120 of them
and adheres to 30 international econo-
mic treaties. The EEC countries. are
represented in GATT and in some
other international bodies (OECD, UN-
CTAD, etc) by their European Com-
mission . (at Brussels), which, with.
its status of UNO observer since
October of 1974, has.the right to voice
their interests. In fact, the member.
countries of EEC have sovereign rights
in the foreign policy but the Community
is more and more emerging with

unified stands in this sphere, too, at
the Conference of the European Se-
curity and - Cooperation, the <«North-
South: dialogue»; (relations with the
developing countries), the Palestinian
question, the South Africa, Afghanis=~
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tan, - Yugoslavia, the Gulf  conflict,
etc.

Naturally, the member countries of
the European Comununity cannot be
judged outside the realities conditioned
by the operation of the law of une-
gual development in our epoch. It
is. true that they belong to the group
of industrialized countries, as regards
the level of growth and the econo-
mic potential they have accumulated,
in which a noticeable part is played
by the processes of European inte-
gration until today. Nevertheless, the
unequal development of their eco-
nomies in the present conditions. is
a fact which regards the two great
developed countries and the develop-
ing ones, as well as among themsel-
ves. This is due to the fact that, in
the rapid processes of structural chan-
ges which are taking place in the
world economy in the least 15 to 20
years, with the growth of new in-
dustries relying on the sophisticated
technologies and know-how (robot-
work, computerized production, tele-
communications, bio-technical engineer-
ing, etc.), to the detriment of the
mining and manufacturing industries
(the extraction and smelting of mi-
nerals and metal work, the traditional
sources of energy, textile industry,
ship-building, etc), the ratio of
forces. between the countries and their
competing capacity on the world mar-
ket are subjected to continuous rapid
changes.

‘These processes are present also in-

side the European Community which’

has designed special programs for

overcoming the contradictions and-

obstacles that emerge in the effort
for deepening the integration processes
according to pre-determined objecti-
ves." Although the basic objective of
the Treaty of Rome was originally the
creation of a common market, which
also 'gave the namée to this grouping
and it is for this purpose that efforts
are being made over more than 30
years, in fact this market is far from
being a comimon one. As a result
of’ great 'inequality in growth levels
and the’ particular intérests of théir
monopoly groups, the markets of the

member states contmue to ‘remain iso-
lated behmd old and _new customs_

financial, administrative and juri-
dical barriers. It is true that the
member countries cooperate with one
another in a number of economic ac-
tivities on the basis of common po-
licies which they work out jointly
and adopt in Brussels. But, it is just
as frue that in many vital f{fields,
such as the fiscal, budget and mone-
tary policies, in the determining of
standards and modalities of control on
imported goods, border transport, so-
cial insurances, public services and
other fields, the activity of the public
or private subjects in the economy
of the member countries (govern-
ments, trade unions, firms, and banks)
has many points of departure and
serves the interest of particular na-
tional and international financial
groups and monopolies, which have
divided the markets of the community
in the member countries and continue
to compete for the consolidation of
their own positions. - » ‘

On the whole, the economic poten-
tial which is accumulated and re-
produced in this group of countries
has had a market increase, but the rate
of its growth mamfests wide dlspro—
portions in different countries and
branches of the economy, therefore
the inequality in the level of growth
continues to. be a pr_eoccupation_for
them. Thus for instance, the Euro-
peans working in Hamburg, Paris and
Brussels have an income five times
as high .as their counterparts' in
Northern Ireland and in Southern
Italy, and these regions continue to
be depopulated because there  are
not enough jobs and the incomes are
low, Or, although the agricultural mar-
ket of the community appears to be
abundant, which is due to subven-
tions for surplus production; this is a
r-qiative situation, because in its peri-
pheral areas there is underdevelop-
ment.. The scissor of the gap in the far-
mers incomes on a community level,
as - Brussels admits, is very wide.
While some farmes get enough inco-
mes to secure their living, others
especially in the South, can hardly
make both ends meet and have. no
other” sources . of mcome

Commercial exchanges am'ong thé""

member countries have increased 7-
fold in the last 30 years, while those
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- with third parties only 3 fold. This

situation has been achieved mainly
before the period of cyclical crisis
of the period 1973-1975 , which was
followed by a prolonged stagnation. In
this situation, apart from the fall in
the weight of the Community in the
world market, inequalities and di-
vergencies developed rapidly among its
member countries. Thus, for instance,
if Belgium and Luxemburg today put
out on the foreign market 65 per
cent of their gross mational product,
Spain can find a selling market for
1> per cent of its national product,
which is half the mean level of the -
community. The inequality does not
end at this. About 30 per cent of
the whole foreign trade of the com-
munity is done by the Federal Repu-
biic of Germany, which has the hig-
hest positive trade balance among the
member countries (or 16 per <cent
on the positive side, which is nearly
80 billion dollars a year) The bhiggest
countries of the EEC (FR of Germany,
Britain, France, Italy), which are most .
influential- and have greater rights
of representation in its organizations,
possess nearly 80 per cent of its
economic¢ and commercial power and
2/3 of the votes on decision-making.
While other parthers, like Greece,
Portugal, and Spain which joined last
in the Common Market, control less
than 6 per cent of the community’
trade and have a deficit balance of
15 to 55 per cent. ]

All these and other aspects reflect
the operation of the law of unequal
development in the conditions of
the inter-state economic integration.
The  different economic structures of
the community countries, in which
the indices show a wide range of
divergencies in content, are the ex-
pression of different economic and
social problems which each country
is striving to solve. Despite the pos-
sibilities of giving these = problems
a solution on a community level,
in_ these conditions of inequality, the
integration processes and the com-
munity policies are accompanied with
new economic, social and political

tensions, especially for the workers
in the countries which "occupy thé.,(.
bottom ranks in the hiearchy ~of,
development. Although some progress
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has been made in the processes of
inter-state economic integration in the
region nothing, not even the common
community policies, could eleminate
competion among different groups
of the bourgeoisie in the member
countries. They continue the strug-
gle for the division of the internal
and foreign markets, while new con-
flicts have emerged: over their dif-
fering interests arising from a new
alignment of forces against the con-
servative tendencies for the preser-
vation of old positions. The situa-
tion appears still more complicated
now after the reunification of Ger-
many, which is expected to further
strengthen the key positions of this
state within the
European Community. It is not an
accident that, after many years of

disagreements; the Britain Govern-
ment decided; to fully include the
pound sterling into the monetary

system of the EEC exactly two days
after the official re-unification of
Germany, whose economic potential
is expressed among other things
through the strong position of the
mark in financial markets of Eu-
rope and the world.

*

The main argument of Brussels
in favour of the «92 Reform» is the
«lack of a single market for goods
and services, for capital and labour»
and the high cost of this «Buropean
reality in which different goods for
different markets continue to be ma-
nufactured». From general estimates
it results that this situation costs
European capital a total of 200 billion
dollars of overhead expenses which
weaken its competitive power on the
world market (1/3 of European in-
dustrial products come out at a cost
rise of 1-7 per cent in different bran-
ches), especially confronted with the
American and Japanese capital. The
European internal market, which is
heading towards unification and to-
tal integration by the 1st of January
1993, represents the exchanges among
the 12 member countries, which ac-
counts for nearly 60 per cent of their
foreign trade volume; against 36 per
cent in 1958 and 55 per cent in 1985;

when the community had 10 mem-
bers. The basic imperative of the «92
Reform» are the protection of this
privileged zone of European -capital
from the ever more threatening pe-
netration of American and Japanese
capital and the growing influence of
the latter on the world economy.

These objectives have been con-
ceived and are being achieved in two
main roads: first, by generally remo-
ving the economic, administrative and
technical barriers which separate the
markets of member countries from
one another, second, by definitively
unifying their economic relations with
third parties and maintaining unchan-
ged the traditional interests and links
with the neighbouring territories and
the former colonies overseas, with the
aim that «the EEC should not be
transformed into an isolationist Eu-
ropean citadel». As Brussels empha-
sizes the trade war between the EEC
and the other centres of interna-
tional capital cannot be won in the
conditions of the current fragmenta-
tion of the community markets, the
biggest of which (the German mar-
ket) is nearly mot half as great as that
of Japan and 1less than a quarter
that of the United States. Victory is
possible only by means of greater
enterprise for the «unified market
of 320 million consumers!» There-
fore, the essence of the «92 Re-
form~» is: to prevent the weakening
of the competitive power of Eu-
ropean capital and to give it the
new role of leadership in the world
market. As can be seen; the <«1992
Unified Market~ is something supe-
rior to the simple customs’ union; it
is ‘aimed at levelling out the na-
tional rules on the treatment of
specific products and the creation of
common trade marks for them, the
technical restructuring of entire eco-
nomic sectors and regions. The
creation of this kind of market is
considered as the <«most ambitious
objective set until now, on which de-
pends the achievement of political
and economic union of the countries
of European Community».

Efforts to carry out this reform
program have come up against eco-
nomic and structural difficulties which
are connected with the unequal de-
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velopment levels of different regions
and countries of the community and
the monopolization of markets. To
soften the differences the community
has decided on a common fund of
55 billion dollars to be allocated to
investments for the development of
backward regions, the creation of
suitable community infrastructures
and for some social needs (edu-
cation, qualification, protection of the
environment etc.) for the whole pe-
riod 1987-1992. However, this plan
comes up against administrative and
political obstacles, which arise from
the different handling of the pro-
blems of integration in the laws of
the member states, especially over
taxes on new values and those on
consumption, which are the source
of national budgets, over the bank
services and security of capital, over
customs’control, etc. To overcome this
situation, each member state is pre-
pared to recognize the laws and
unify the national standards of the
other countries of the community.

The fact is that, on the whole,
the implementation of the reform is
following the set calendar with some
difficulty. Until now the European
Commission has elaborated and the
Council of Ministers of the Commu-
nity has endorsed about half of
the more than 300 measures con-
tained in the «92 Program». The
rest includes more complex problems
of ‘higher difficulty, such as those
of the unification of taxes and
standards of sales, the liberaliza-
tion of transports, etc. This process
can be brought to a successful com-
pletion only when the 300 acts of
the community law are converted into
juridical norms included in the laws
and regulations of each member state.
This is true because, under the «Single
European Act», the year 1992 does
not create automatic juridical effects.
This is considered as another impe-
diment to the implementation of the
1992 program, because, by this time,
some countries are reacting with delay
to the acts approved in Brussels.
Therefore, with the new competences
it is envisaged to commit the Eu-
ropean Parliament still more deeply
into the process of decision making
and to strengthen the authority of
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the Executive Committee of the Brus-
sels Commission for the implementa-
tion and observation of the commu-
nity norms of laws, which is more
and more gaining priority, especia-
lly in cases when they contrast
with the rules and regulations of
each nation.

Meanwhile, the «92 Reform» pro-
gram has not yet assumed its final
shappe. The "most ardent supporters
of European integration are offering
new ideas and initiatives in the
process of the implementation of
this program. These ideas include
proposals for the creation of the
central bank and the European single
currency, the institutionalization of
community cooperation, also, in the
foreign policy and security, and
so on, which have become the cau-
se for the open outbreak of internal
contradictions within «United Euro-
pe», in the form of new disagreements,
in which Britain is conspicuous by
its opposition to the Franco-German
initiatives. The main debate which
is underway in the political scene of
the European Community about the
«92 Reform» is that between the
two opposed conceptions on the «Uni-
ted Europe» of the future, which
can be described as the «German
concept» and the «British concept».
Around these concepts there are
groupings and regroupings which ex-
press- in a concentrated way the
different interests and contradictions
of the member countries. The Fran-
co-German grouping, which sets the
tone to the community policies, sees
the future Europe as a centralized,
protectionist superstate with its own
administrative apparatus (excessively
swallen), in which everything will
function according to the community
directives and norms issued from
Brussels. Whereas Great Britain is
in favour of an open Europe, with
decentralized state competences and
with a completely free market,
without further concessions in  the
sovereignty of the member states.
The British opposition in each step
of European integration is something
traditional now, but it does not repre-
sent the «voice of truth»,

Actually we observe that the total
commitment of the FR of Germany

to the rapid solution of the problems
of the economic and political unifi-
cation with the German Democratic
Republic, which Bonn sees as a long-

term factor which will protect the

German economy from the present
stagnation tendencies on the world
market, has increased the cohesion
of the other forces in the community
for the implementation of the «92
reforms» without delay and their
completion with other measures to-
wards the concrete monetary and
political union in the EEC. This
situation is becoming more and more
complex also because of the moun-
ting pressure exerted by the East-
European ccuntries which seek to
participate in the European integra-
tion process as equal partners, and
because of the particularist initia-
tives for the creation of new re-
gional groupings in Central Europe;
in the Mediterranean, and elsewhere.
In the new conditions, summit meet-
ings of the European Community have
become more frequent, placing two
priority problems on their agenda, the
consequences of the German re-unifi-
cation to the Community and the new
relations with the Central and East-
European countries. The European
Community heads of state who met in
Dublin on April 28, 1990, greeted the
«German reunification under the
European roof» and offered their sup-
port for Eastern Europe. They also
mapped out the future course for
a larger political integration of the
12 member countries.  They were
agreed that each step in the re-
examination of the Treaty of Rome
for political union should go hand
in hand with the efforts for the
economic and monetary union, without
prejudice for the calendar of the
year 1992 and considering the in-
ternal affairs: of the community in
their close connection with the broa-
der developments in Europe. They
also adopted documents, on the in-
tegration of East Germany into the
Community and the building of
closer political and economic ties with
the East-European countries through
new agreements on socializations and a
kind of «Marshall Plan» of 400 bi-
llion dollars in aid to them.

Some of the main features of the
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contradictory relations which are sur-
facing between the European Com-
munity and the other great powers
of the capitalist world regarding the
prospects of the year 1992 are:

The European Community is linked
to the United States of America
by relations of fraditional interests
which do not rule out the possibility
of mutual investment of capital; but
there are  contradiction and dis-
agreements over the division of pro-
fits, especially in the new opportu-
nities which the East-European mar-
kets offer to them. The present stra-
tegy of the Community for the crea-
tion of the world largest unified in-
ternal market, with a marked pro-
tectionist and aggressive orientation
towards the competitors, has further
sharpened these contradictions, which
have spread to other fields. The
USA-EEC economic struggle has been
and remains today one of the chief
factors in the national life of the
these groups since 1960s: It started
with the adoption of the Commu-
nity’s agricultural policy in 1962 and
gradually grew into global propor-
tions to include industrial markets,
technical and scientific research and
the financial and valutary spheres,
until it broke out openly in the
1980s. The two sides involved are
presenily the biggest trade partners
of one another, with over 20 per
cent of their respective exports and
imports going on between them.
Protectionism has become the pre-
vailing feature of these exchanges
from the time their balance shifted
in favour of the EEC (over 20 bi-
llion dollars yearly surplus). To the
superprotectionist measures of Wa-
shington involving farm products,
steels and high technology . products,

‘the EEC has responded with the one

stand of the whole community and
with counter-measures <«justified» in
the  framework of GATT. This clash
of interests characterizes the talks and
agreements between them, as in the
case of the last round of GATT talks
(Montreal, December 1988), which pro-
ved a flop, precisely because of
USA-EEC disagreements over agricul-
ture.

In this struggle both sides have
their strong and weak points. The
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enlarged economic potential of the
European Community, which has an
annual gross product almost equal
to that of the USA (4.6 thousand
billion dollars), and its leading po-
sitions in the world trade, seen in
the prospects for 1992, have become
a source of alarm in the Ameri-
can business circles. Their European
partners are preoccupied over the
privileged positions of the dollar
in the world economy and the
great financial potential of the Ame-
rican multinationals, which, at one
single scoop, are in a position to
buy up whole branches of the com-
munity economy. The relative weak-
ness of some branches of the Ame-
rican economy (steel and chemical
industry) makes it vulnerable to the
European trade expansion; just as the
opposite is true of the American ex-
ports of new technologies to the
European internal market. In these
conditions, both sides are making pro-
tectionist and non-economic corrections
(subventions) to the competitivity of
one another. Great frictions exist also
over the new protectionist regulations
which the community is going to im-
plement in its economic relations with
third parties in the framework of the
«92 Reform», and especially over their
conditioning by the «principle of re-
ciprocity». In regard to the USA, for
instance, Brussels demands that the
freedom of actions of American ex-
porters, investors and banks in each
member country of the European
internal market should be condi-
tioned by the same rights of the
European capital in each of the 50
states that make up the American
Federation, something which - would
require a reform of the internal
laws of this federation in this field.
The American officials and busines-
smen express their preoccupation that
the Europrotectionist wave of 1992
will sharpen the trade struggle bet-
ween the western partners to the
point of creating closed rival groups
with their centres in the EEC, the
USA and Japan.

The relations of the Community
with Japan are also characterized,
by a fierce trade war, with the
difference that Japan, as the second
largest partner (next to the USA) of

the EEC, is in superior positions.
The growth of European imports
from this Far-Eastern couniry is in
flagrant contrast to the stagnation of
EEC own exports to this country.
The Community totall sellings to
the Japanese market is about one
third of what Japan buys from it,
thus creating an annual deficit of
over 25 billion dollars, which is
nearly 400 times as great as that
of the year 1958. The situation in
1989 continued to deteriorate, with
the result that the balance of im-
ports and exports shows a 45 per cent
gap in favour of imports of EEC
from Japan. Brussels insists on the
balancing of these exchanges, as it
did at the recent. meeting of the mi-
nisters of EEC and Japan on the

29th of May of this year. But the

barriers of the European internal
market are very brittle confronted
with the Japanese high-technology
which have a formidable competitive
power, at a time when the Japanese
market is tightly closed and proc-
tected against European exports. Be-
sides this, the Community is wo-
rried over the increasing of direct
investments of Japanese capital in
the 12 member countries. According
to information from the Ministry of
Foreign Trade in Tokyo, Japanese,
investments in EEC countries at the
end of march 1989 reached to 30
billion and 164 million dollars, against
3 billion and 13 million" dollars made
by EEC countries in Japan.

The particularist policy of the Eu-
ropean Community towards
Europe, the close distance of their
markets and the hunger of the latter
for Western commodities and credits,
which the Community has not with-
held, are the main factors that de-
termine its relations with the So-
viet Union, too. The European Com-
munity has always supported the
economic and political reforms in
these countries, with which it is
connected by old strategic and bu-
siness interests. The EEC has been

just as attentive to the Soviet posi-
tions in this region and the initiatives
for the redimensioning of markets and
spheres of influence. The Community
today has less than 10 per cent of its
foreign trade volume with the Eastern

Eastern
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countries, moreover, as a result of the
massive supplies of gas from the So-
viet Union, the Community has a
7 billion dollar annual trade deficit
with them. The winds of «perestrojka»
have created a new situation in these
relations. The Soviet initiatives for a
«common European home» have been
received with interest in the main
capitals of Waest-European countries
and are exploited as a favourable
alternative for the strengthening of
the positions of the Community on the
world market, which coincides also
with the objectives envisaged under
the «92 Reform». Following the EEC-
Commecon agreement of June 1988
and the political and economic chan-
ges which occurred in East Europe;
these relations are being extended to
Hungary, Poland, etc, which have
actually applied for the status of
partner in the European Community,
in expectation of becoming completely
integrated in future,

*

The promotion of economic and
trade relations between the EEC and
the third countries is done through
these main instruments:

— The system of general preferen-
ces, under which, customs tariffs
are placed or lifted for the export
commodities to the Community mar-
kets. This status can be automatically
obtained also by adhering to GATT,
or through special agreement with the
EEC, in the context of diplomatic
recognition:

— the system of preferential agre-
ements with third parties, which in-
cludes:

a) agreements of association, of
partnership (into which entered
Turkey, Malta and Cyprus, in the
form of customs union, with the
final aim of admission into the
EEC);

b) agreements on the creation of
a free trade zone (with EFTA
countries, which also contains ele-
ments of customs union);

c) Agreements on trade; techni-
cal, industrial and financial coopera-
tlon (with South Mediterranean
countries and. Yugoslavia, which
allow’ the free flow of commodi-
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ties to the Community markets and
financial aid);

d) simple or preferential trade
agreements (mainly with the coun-
tries of the East which are granted
general preference, and the under-
taking of mutual obligations for the
promotion of exchanges in the
context of joint commissions;

¢) partial agreements on textiles,
steels or farm products (have been
practised in the past with Comecon
countries, with customs and trade
tacilities). '

The unified trade policy of the-

European Community and the efforts
of Brussels to concentrate into its
hands the competences of the member
countries for interrelations with a
third party in this field constitute a
reality of our time., Assessments for
different countries, regardless of the
distinctions in their economic growth,
the internal political organization and
participation in different groups and
alliances agree on one point: the EEC,
as an inter-state grouping, really exists
and its community policies have a
concrete influence in the international
relations and in the participation of
individual countries in them. All these
factors cannot be left out of consi-
deration in the policies and efforts of
sovereign countries to protect their
economic and political independence
by participating in international ex-
changes on the basis of equality and
mutual benefit.

Albania has carefully followed the
new economic and political develop-
ments on the European continent.
In this way our country can adopt
the necessary measures for the pro-
tection of the national political and
economic interests from the influen-
ces and consequences of these deve-
lopments in their relations and ex-
changes with the other countries,
among which, the neighbouring and
European countries have a great
weight. It is known that most of the
foreign economic and trade relations
of our country are directed to the
European markets. Albania has more
than 20 per cent of the total volume
of import-exports with the member
countries of the European Commu-
nity, which is equal to about 60 per

cent of its trade in free currency. If
in recent years the Albanian foreign
trade has grown by over 25 per cent
and trade in foreign currency about
17 per cent; exchanges with these
markets have increased only by 7 per
cent as a result of the trade and cus-
toms barriers of the Community to
the third countries which have no
relations with it. Until today the Eu-
ropean Community has treated Alba-
nia without customs facilities and
has limited the trade of goods with it.
Facilities for overcoming these ba-
rriers can be obtained by entering into
negotiations and direct agreements with
the European Commission at Brussels
and with its sections. In this way
possibilities can be created to increase
the amount of export goods and re-
duce customs tariffs for many co-
mmodities.
With the implementation of the
measures envisaged under the 1992
program for the creation of the
closed market of the EEC 12 member
countries and, especially, with the new
~ developments and trends towards the
market economy in East Europe, the-
se impediments and difficulties are
expected to increase. Apart from the
growing difficulties in making ex-
changes with the EEC countries, which
arise from the lack of contacts with
EEC organs, new difficulties emerge
also from the possible admission into
the BEC of a number of European co-
untries, members of the EFTA or the
Comecon or the development of closer
relations with it. All the countries of
the latter two groupings might even-
tually cease to be our traditional
trade partners. The question is about
Austria, to which Albania sells about
35 per cent of her agricultural ex-
ports, or about Turkey, both of which
are nearer to getting integrated into
the EEC. Yugoslavia too, is proceeding
on the same course. And, again in
East Europe, Poland, Hungary, - Cze-
choslovakia and other countries, apart
from entering preferential trade agre-
ements with the EEC, have begun to
create problems for us. They are de-
manding that we adapt bilateral eco-
nomic¢ relations to the new require-
ments and conditions of trade in fo-
reign currency, which stem from their
economic reforms.
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It is a fact that representatives of
business and political circles of
Western Europe, who have contacts
and working relations with our coun-
try, cannot take upon themselves to
solve our problems with the EEC.
Therefore, a stable and lasting settle-
ment to the problems arising from the
prospects of development of relations
of coexistence and economic and
trade relations of our country on the
European continent and wider should
be found. As the 10th Plenum of the
Central Committee of the Party de-

-cided, in these new conditions the

need emerges that we should take
gradual steps towards establishing di-

" rect contacts with the governing bo-

dies of the European Community in
Brussels with which we have to
discuss and solve our problems. The
possible forms of relations with the
European Conmmunity are very com-
plicated and not entirely familiar +to
our practice. Nevertheless, on the
basis of some specific studies made for
this purpose, it emerges that more tho-
rough knowledge of these problems
would make our judgement clear and
subsequently we could take gradual
steps towards the settlement of the
above-mentioned problems and over-
come the rest of obstacles that might
arise in the future. Such steps could be:

First, the establishment of direct
contacts of Albanian experts with the
respective Mediterranean cr the Eastern
sections at Brussels, which deal with
the customs tarrifs on and the vo-
lume of our exports. Such contacts
are indispensable to ensure mutual
information and to open the way to
the discussion of problems that re-
quire solution.

Second, the examination of possibi-
lities of eventually entering into of-
ficial agreements on economic and
trade cooperation with the EEC, so as
to provide direct solutions to the pro-
blems .we have with the EEC coun-
tries and respond to our economic
and political interest for the distant

future. It would be preferable if our
country could enter partial relations
on customs preferences regarding our
exports of agricultural products and
textiles, and the purchase of foodstuffs
on subventions. After the necessary in-
formation and trust is created, work
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can be concentrated on making a ge-
neral trade agreement or on relations
of economic cooperation, which would
be based on the official recongition
of Albania as a Mediterranean country

by the European Community. The
contacts and exchanges of delegations
which have taken place between the
two sides in recent times, the rea-
diness of the Albanian' Government
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to be included into the Conference of
European Security and Cooperation as
member with full rights and its diplo-
matic and political initiatives in
these fields will serve these aims.
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THE TIRANA MEETING-AN IMPORTANT, CONTRIBUTION
TO THE STRENGTHENING OF BALKAN COOPERATION

Zéri i Popullit

On October %2-2> the mee-
ting of the foreign ministers
of the Balkan countries car-
ried out its proceedings suc-
cessfully in Tirana. As
emerges from the joint com-
muniqué that was published
in our press, the decisions
that were taken and the ori-

entations drafted for the in-.

tensification and strengthe-
ning of Balkan cooperation,
it represents a new, higher
phase in the progressive pro-
cess of cooperation and un-
derstanding among the coun-
tries of our Peninsula. In
this way the Tirana mee-
ting justified the hopes of
not only its participants, but
also the peoples of the Bal-
kans and other peoples
about the promotion and
advancement of cooperation
at a qualitatively new phase.
It is obvious that the suc-
cess achieved by the mee-
ting of the foreign ministers
of the Balkan countries is
the result of the joint con-
tribution of the participating
delegations and the govern-
ments they represent.

The meeting of the foreign
ministers of Bulgaria, Gree-
ce, Rumania, Turkey, Yu-
goslavia and Albania in our
capital was held at a time
when the Balkan peoples

are becoming ever more
aware that increasing rap-
prochement, friendship, and
cooperation among them is
the only realistic alternative
for ‘their peaceful co-exis-
tence in the region. The
meeting and its results cle-
arly showed. that the parti-
cipating countries were con-
vinced about the absolute
need for cooperation, which
is to the benefit of peace
and security in the region,
as well as the national in-
terests of the Balkan coun-
tries themselves. It 'was mo-
re than clear that the exis-
ting constructive spirit had
to be consolidated and ex-
pressed through concrete
programs which further ex-
tended and intensified the
whole process of cooperation.
Both the rise of the level
of cooperation and the ex-
tension of the fields of re-
lations among the Balkan
countries is in their general
interest. Precisely for this
reason the Tirana meeting
decided to institutionalize
the meeting of the foreign
ministers of the Balkan co-
untiries and fhold it once

every year. In. the same’

context the ministers empha-
sized the importance of
creating appropriate condi-

tions for the holding
of a high level mee-
ting of the Balkan countries
in a near future. The mi-
nisters agreed on the set-
ting up of a working group
to draft a document on the
principles of good neigh-
bourliness in the Balkanson
the basis of the Charter of
the United Nations, the do-
cuments of the CSCE and
other international meetings,

as well as other meetings

and activities on economic,
trade, scientific, artistic and
other problems, a program
which represents an expan-
sion of the activities and
multilateral exchanges among
the -countries of the Penin-
sula. .
The Tirana meeting sho-
wed that, through good will
and political realism, prog-
ress can be made and the
incipient positive process in
the Balkans intensified. It
is known that the Balkans
has many, problems, old and
new, 'which hamper coope-
ration among Balkan coun-
tries. However, the experien-
ce of relations' among the
Balkan countries and their
history, as well as such in-
ter-Balkan meetings as that
which took place in Tirana,
indicate that there is no pro-
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blem which cannot be solved
if the -good will and the re-

-adiness ‘for dialogue exist.-

The spirit of democratic pro-

cesses that are taking place.

in Europe and in the world
is showing that, in the Bal-
kans, too, the stand towards
the minorities as a factor of

* cohesion, friendship and rap-

prochment among the peop-
les entails the recognition of
their national, political, eco-
nomic and cultural rights,
the development of their his-
torical traditions and the

" preservation of their ethno-

-psychological constitution.

The meeting of the foreign
ministers of the Balkan
countries took place at a ti-
me when in Europe and

'in the world many positive
processes have taken or are’

taklng place. At this mee-

ting the participating coun-
‘tries stressed the ideas that

Balkan cooperatlon is an in-
tegral part of the positive

) European processes. It clear-
ly emerged from . the Tlrana"
meeting that from now these v

changes and’ developments in
Europe face the Balkan
countries with new tasks
and prospects, both in re-
gard to Balkan cooperation
and the participation of our
Peninsula in the whole pro-

cess of security and coope-.
ration in Europe. The pre- -
~sent time calls for the. ad-
.. vancement of :bilateral -and

multilateral - cooperation ... in
our region, as well as un-
derstandmg -6f the fact' that

"-the changes that 'have taken

-place in Europe create a new
““sphere of - common interests --

for the Balkan countries,
which they should fully ex-
ploit through joining and co-
ordinating their efforts. «The
growing awareness of our
countries about their com-
mon interests, which finds
its best expression in the

_ consolidation - &nd advance-"
ment of the Balkan process,»:

Comrade Ramiz said in his
address to the participan@s

of the Tirana meeting,~ «is -

also a necessity for an equal
partnership with the ~ other

nations of the Europe of ther
future». The meeting of the -

foreign ministers of the :Bal-
kan countries welcomed the

high -level meeting of the
CSCE - in" Paris and addres-- .
sed it- a message in swhie¢h -

it points out that, in deve-

- loping their relations of co-:

operation, the Balkan coun-
tries proceed from the prin-
ciples ‘'of the UN Charter, 4as
well as the principlés; aims

and achievements of  'the:

CSCE process. The ministers

welcomed = Albania's request -
t0 be admitted “to.full CSCE.

membership. !

It is clear that the- 1mple-.

mentation of the important
decisions the conference of
foreign ministers of the Bal-
kan countries took in Tirana
will advance the process of
Balkan cooperation to a new
and higher stage which res-
ponds to the: interests of. all
the Balkan countries. As-the
host country of the--second

meeting of the foreign mi--
nisters of the Balkan' céun-
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tries, Albania not only -did
everything for this mportant
inter-Balkan meetmg to be
organized as well as possi-
sible, yield concrete results
and end with success, but
also expressed the readiness
of its goverament to take
all the necessary measures
for the implemaniations of

" the decisions of the mee-
_1.ing and make, just as hi-

therto, its contribution to the
advancement of the process

of Balkan co.peration, sc

that it serves the vital in-

-tcrests of the peoples of this

Ferinsula. «The People’s Sc-
cialist Republic of Albania,»
Comrade Ramiz Alia decla-
red in his address to the
meeting of the {foreign mi-
nisters of the Balkan coun-
tries, «is determined to do
everything possib'e for the

- process of Balkan coopera-
- tion, as an indivisible part

of the European process, to

‘be strengthened and advan-
-ced ever more.»

The Tirana meeting was
a marked event for the peo-
ples of the Balkans and they
followed it mwith particular
interest. At the same time
high political personalities
of the world, and European
and world opinion followed
it with great interest. The
meeting received messages
from the General Secretary
of the United Nations, the
president of {Bulgaria, the
president of Turkey, the So-
viet foreign minister, the
well-know Albanian philan-
thropist, Mother Teresa, and
others. It was hailed as an
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event serving not only coo-
peration and understanding
among the peoples of the

ALBANIA TODAY

Balkans, but also as a new
contribution of the countries
of our region to the streng-

thening of peace and secu-

ACTIVE PARTICIPANT IN THE PROCESS OF
EUROPEAN SECURITY

Zéri i Popullit

Albania, the country of one
of the most ancient peoples
of Europe, although 1t had
not adhered to the CSCE
(its first meeting was held
in Helsinki in 1975) due to
certain political circumstan-

ces existing in Europe in that -

time, had nonetheless atten-
tively and constantly follo-
wed its activities from Hel-
sinki through Vienna, Mad-
rid, Stockholm to other pla-
ces. The efforts made and
the steps taken by the CSCE
meniber countries for ex-
panding inter-European coo-
peration, strengthening pea-
ce, easing tensions and li-
quidating confrontations, for
disarmament and measures
leading to mutual trust and
security in Europe have had
a positive effect both for the
present and the future of our
continent. As is known, our
country has welcomed these
steps as positive processes
expressing the aspirations
of the European peoples.
Certainly, the spirit of the

blocs and confrontation, and

conflicts and differences ha-
ve not yet disappeared from
our continent. There exist
still delicate situations which
call for dialogue, wisdom
and a serious approach. As
a small country which has
always loved peace and strug-
gled for it, Albania has al-
ways been against the policy
of threat, blackmail, violen-
ce, and the use of force. Its
peaceful policy in support of
the freedom and sovereignty
of the peoples, its non-par-
ticipation in foreign military
blocs, its non-acceptance of
foreign military bases on its
territory represent a direct
and real contribution to what
this conference is for years
on end trying to  achieve.
Economic, technical and sci-
entific cooperation, or coo-
peration in the field of cul-
ture, the sports, environ-
ment protection ete, to which
all European stdfes are cal-
led on to contribute, are in-
cluded in the principles of
the CSCE which call for
the peaceful regulation of

rity in Europe and in the
world.
relations among European

states. When we speak about
the European process of se-
curity and cooperation = we
imply an all-European pro-
cess, a general security which
leaves out no state or re-
gion of Europe. The solution
of the regional conflicts
which still linger on in Eu-
rope is an indispensable
condition for the progress of
European security and coo- -
peration.

Recently our country has
taken part in a number of
forums and activities organi-
zed in the framework of the
CSCE such as the Kopenha-
gen meeting on the human
dimension in May this year,
the Vienna meeting on mea-
sures for the creation of mu-
tual trust and security in
Europe in August this year,
the Palma de Majorca mee-
ting on the Mediterranean
and, lately, the New-York
meeting of the foreign mi-
nisters of the CSCE member
countries.

One of the main norms of
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the CSCE is the mutual coo-
peration of all states in ac-
cordance with the aims and
principles of the UN Char-
ter, which doubtlessly ser-
ves the strengthening of
friendly relations, good neigh-
bourliness and wunderstan-
ding among the European pe-

oples. With the measures it -

has taken recently for the
further deepening of demo-
cratization of the economic,
political, social and cultural
life, Albania has made chan-
ges which comply with the
requirements of the time, its
national characteristics, its
tradition and the dialectics
of its social development.
The new economic mecha-
nism, the law on the pro-
tection of foreign invest-
ments, the improvement and
democratization of legislation
and a series of other amend-
ments related to the econo-
my, social life, human rights,
the strengthening of the ju-
ridical state, etc. coincide
with advanced international
standards and are evidence
of a progressive process
which is unstoppable and
irreversible. All the strata of
the population of our coun-
try support these changes,

for the steps that are being

taken go towards new pros-
pects, the improvement of
the well-being of the peop-
le, the development and
strengthening of internatio-
nal cooperation, etc. At pre-
sent Albania is ever more
expanding its relations with
other states in all fields of
life, policy, the -economy,

commerce, ~ science, culture,
etc. The process of Balkan
cooperation and understan-
ding is also closely related
to and indivisible from Eu-
ropean  processes. In this
context our country has pla-
yed and continues to play an
active role in the promotion
of this process, so that un-
derstanding, mutual trust,
good neighbourliness and
cooperation serve not only
peace in the Balkans, but al-
so promote the positive at-
mosphere of allround coo-
peration existing in Europe
today. :

All the peoples -of Euro-
pe are convinced that there
can be no security and coo-
peration without free, sove-
reign and equal countries.
Only in this way can genu-
ine cooperation be guaran-
teed in the individual inte-
rest of each state, as well
as in the general interest.
In a context in which every-
body desire to contribute to
a new peaceful order in a
united Europe, mutual secu-
rity implies the preservation
of each one’s identity and
political system, without any
dictate .by the greater on
the smaller states, wi-
thout pressure and precon-
ceptions, in which all states
are equal regardless of their
geographical extension and
the size of their population,
This is an expression of that
democratization which aims
at the further political, eco-
nomic and social emancipa-
tion of our continent for a
sincere and multilateral

e L D TWRE R T T e

5 (114), 1990 o 57

cooperation. At present one
is going towards the insti-
tutionalization of the CSCE
and the enhancement of its
role. Various proposals have
been made about its centre,
in the form of a permanent
secretariat for coordinating
meetings and joint activities,
settling differences and
averting conflicts which may
still flare up in Europe, es-
tablishing and organizing
multilateral cooperation in
all fields and among all the
European states, including
the United States and Cana-
da. The setting up of poli-
tical, economic, administra-
tive and other mechanisms,
which will realize a new
structure and set in  motion
a more advanced system of
security and cooperation, is
also being discussed at vari-
ous forums. The CSCE me-
mber countries are working
for drawing up documents,
norms and rules which will
regulate international rela-
tions among European coun-
tries, to which the Paris
high level meeting is also
intended to make its contri-
bution.

Our country, which feels
itself an active participant
of the processes that are ta-
king place in Europe, while
getting ever better acquain-
ted with the documents, pro-
visions and norms of this
process, as well as the fu-
ture siructure of the CSCE,
is constantly working for this
all-European process to be
advanced in the service of
peace, the independence and
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sovereignty of the European
states, for their all-round
development and the expan-
sion of cooperation among
their peoples, which res-
ponds also to our own na-
tional interests. . «Albania,
which desires to take part
will full rights in the Paris

ALBANIA TODAY

meeting», Comrade Ramiz
Alia said in his address to
the 45th Session of the Ge-
neral Assembly of the Uni-
ted Nations, «will work  in
the spirit of the obligations
deriving from it. All the ini-
tiatives, ideas and efforts
which aim at liquidating the

division of Europe into blocs
and spheres of influence or
other forms inherited from
the past, and at respecting
the freedom, independence
and sovereignty of each peo-
ple and state will have the
unreserved support of our
country».

GERMANY IS UNITED. HISTORY GOES ITS COURSE

Zéri i Popullit

On October 3 1990, Werst
and East Germany united
officially and created one
state. United Germany now
is a historical and juridical
fact which represents an
event . of extremely great
importance for the German
people. It marks a new pha-
se both for Germany and
Europe. Hailing the union
of Germany in his address
to the 45th Session of the
Assembly of the United Na-
tions, Comrade Ramiz Alia
said: «The solution of such
problems as the union of
Germany in a peaceful way
is a good example for the
solution of other problems

~ of this kind which history

has left for us to solve., It
will also greatly help  for
the democratization of inter-
national relations, the streng-
thening of peace and secu-
rity, and the creation of con-

ditions for a sincere and
constructive cooperation
among the peoples. «One can
easily understand the gene-
ral rejoicing and the great
feeling of national pride of
the German people who af-
ter forty-five years see them-
selves again one nation, one
people, and one state, The
union of Germany was a le-
gitimate and undeniable
right of the German people
who have by now overcome
situations unpleasant for a
people, the division of their
country, which was imposed
on them by the historical
circumstances and causes we
all know. The materializa-
tion of this unalienable right
of the German people was a
process which could not be
avoided.

With the union of Germa-
ny one of the most difficult
and most acute problems of

post-war Europe was solved,
a problem which has several
times given rise to crises
which were not easy to over-
come. The division of Ger-
many was one of the main
pillars of the cold war which
divided our continent for
decades in succession and
caused great suffering to pe-
peoples and countries, espe-
cially the smaller ones. It is
obvious that the German
people were the first fo suf-
fer the consequences of their
division in the course of
forty-five years. The Berlin
wall which divided the Ger-
man people into two parts
was also a wall dividing Eu-
rope into the various allian-
cés and blocs which were set
up after the Second World
War, Some European states
put themselves under the
tutelage of one superpower,
whereas some others did the
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same with the other. So the
division acquired not onlya
German, but also a continen-
tal and world dimension.
Europe and its peoples, and
their security gained nothing
from this division, which
brought them only rivalries
and conflicts from all quar-
ters. It is clear that the im-
pact of these conflicts was
particularly felt by the two
parts of the German people
who had the ill fate to be
on the dividing line between
East and West. This confron-
tation and enmity between
Eastern and Western Europe
lay heavier on the German
people, so the overcoming of
this situation makes it easier
for the German people and
favours the whole complex
of East-West relations, also
the whole of Europe.

Only a year ago it was
difficult, if not impossible,
to speak about the union of
Germany. The 'wall of divi-
sion was so great that it see-
med as if it could make light
of history. The logic of his-
tory, however, and the  his-
torical right of the peoples
are unconquerable. When it
coincides with the time and
is applied in proper manner,
even that which seemed a
dream becomes a tangible

reality. The changes in Eu-

rope led to the union of Ger-
many. The German problem
was so indissolubly linked
with Europe that the advan-
ce of Europe itself towards
true security, towards the
creation of a democratic and
stable community of the Eu-

ropean peoples, could not be
conceived without the solu-
tion of the problem of the
union of Germany. So we
can say today that the recent
event, the union of Germany,
has not only a European di-
mension but also a European
and even global one. The so-
lution of the problem of the
union of Germany represents
the solution of one of the
more acute problems inheri-
ted from the Second World
War which affected the in-
terests and aroused the con-
cern of all the European and
not only European peoples.

The union of Germany pro-
ves that history has always
gone its course, and that the
right of the peoples is stron-
ger than stone concrete walls
or artificial quarantines in-
tended to divide a people,
their history, their culture
and their future. All the ef-
forts of various forces to di-
vide the peoples, to separate
them, to create two peoples
out of one, two cultures out
of one and two languages
out of one have failed and
will continue to fail in the
course of history. Violence,
terror, and all-round blocka-
de have been resorted to,
and theorizings and acade-
mic memorandums have been
worked out, but they have
never been able, nor will
they ever be, to keep up ar-
tificially created walls bet-
ween the peoples, or between
parts of one people, one cul-
ture and one identity.

The peaceful solution of
the problem of the union of
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Germany is a historical
achievement, because it shows
that through a peaceful pro-
cess, through reasonable dia-
logue and political realism,
through a truly perspective
vision and consideration of
the advance of history, one
can go towards the solution
of many problems. The uni-
on of Germany gives Euro-
pe and the whole world a
great historical example how
various injustices whi¢h lie
heavy on the peoples can be
put right. The peoples should
be allowed and assisted o
decide themselves on their
fate, their future, their co-
existence with other peoples
in a Europe tending towards
the progressive community
of the peoples.

By doing away with a
grave problem from fhe Eu-
ropean polifical scene, the
union of Germany allays
tension in Europe. It does
so, for being a solution found
within the European frame-
work, the union of Germany
will encourage the process
of closer cooperation and
more friendly relations
among the peoples of the
continent. A united “demo-
cratic Germany, involved in
the = implementation of the
European democratic ideals,
will be of major assistance
to the democratic processes
that are taking place in Eu-
rope and the world. German
President Weizsidcker decla-
red: «We want to serve pea- v
ce in the world in a united
Europe.»

Our country, which has
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- and Kosova

. followed and hailed without

hesitation the democratic pro-
cesses that are taking place
in Europe today, has sup-
ported the right and efforts
of the German people for
unity. Our country has al-
ways maintained a stand of
principle, emphasizing that
the German people are one
people and one nation. At
the same time our people
have always paid great at-
tention to the development
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of relations with the friend-
ly German people, a people
who have contributed so
much to the advance and
culture of mankind. In his
address to the 45th Session
of the Assembly of the Uni-
ted Nations, Comrade Ramiz
Alia said: «Albania since-
rely wishes that united Ger-
many, which represents a
major economic and political
power, should constitute a
factor of peace and stability

in Europe and farther afield
and work for a better future
for our old continent»

Since October 31990 the
political map of Europe has
a new look, and now we
have one German state at
its centre. A witness of this
major event of the end of
our century would condense
his thought into one phrase.
Germany is united. History
goes its course.

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE REPUBLIC OF KOSOVA-
A LEGAL HISTORICAL ACT

Zéri i Popullit

The proclamation of the
Constitution of the Republic
of Kosova by the Assembly
of the Province in these
days has been having -a wide
response both inside and
outside Yugoslavia. This is
explained with the ever gre-
ater attention the Yugoslav
problem are
commanding on the European
political scene, with the
exacerbation of the political,
structural and international
crisis in the Federation, with
the increasing Serb expan-
sionism all over the country

* and, especially with the sa-

vage repression. and the anti-
-Constitutional actions of

Serbia against the Albanian
people of Kosova.

In the first place, the
Constitution of the Republic
of Kosova is an expression
of the legitimate will of the
Albanian people of KXosova
and their determination to
have their own political and
juridical subjectivity and a
life of equality in the fra-
mework of the Yugoslav
community. It was approved
by the Assembly of Kosova
at the joint meeting of the
three councils of this As-
sembly on September 71990
in Kosova. It was a regular
and legitimate meeting of
the legitimate representati-

ves of the sovereign people

. of Kosova, who adopted de-

cisions which are in comp-
lete accord with the public
stands of the Presidency of
the SFRY on talks with the
different republics about the
future regulation of Yugos-
lavia.

From the standpoint of
the law, either local or in-
ternational, the Constitution
of the Republic of Kosova

is a - legitimate act which
has full juridical force.
It was adopted unani-

mously and outside any pres-
sure by such a high legal fo-
rum as the Assembly of Ko-
sova, which is an organ elec-~
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- banian - people - are
“thonous: and live for thou-

ted through ' free elections

~carried out in Kosova. The

Constitution proclaims Koso-
va, that is,: that part of Yu-~
goslavia 'in which the. Al-
autoch-~

sands of ~years, a republic.

“To. this-step are fully. entit-
led the -legal elected . organs-
such as ‘the' Provincial As--

sembly, which in -this ‘man-

- ner has expressed the .so-.
. vereignty > and the legitimate
will of the people of Kosova. .-

The solemn act of the As-
sembly of Kosova is in com-

. -plete conformity = with the
. -Federative : Constitution and.

the Yugoslav laws and, ‘as
a consequence, is fully valid.
It considers the Republic of
Kosova -an - integral - part eof

the Federation and helps the -
regulation - of relations. within.

it. In this- manner the sove-

reignty of - the -Republic of -

Kosova affirms-the -sovereig-

nty of the SFRY itself. -

The Constitutieon comprises

. .ho provision which runs co--

unter .to -the .- Constitution

“of the SFRY, and in its-con-
 tent and - formulations is- si--

milar to the Censtitutions of

"_the other republics; that is,

recognises- the people of Ko-
sova the -same rights as tho-

"se ‘enjoyed by the other peo-
“ples of-Yugoslavia." By pro- -
“claiming Kosova a ‘republic
“""and adopting its
“tion, the. deputies to the As- .-
7 sembly of Kosova affirm_the
~:juridical, -historical, political .

Constitu-

and national right of the Al-
banian people of Kosova to
have thelr own republic. As

long as- Yugoslavia has been
set up as a federative state
on the basis of the principles
of the 3rd AVNOJ Meeting
which proclaimed the equa-
lity of peoples and nations,
it is evident that this right
belongs to the Albanians,
too; who -make up the third
greatest nation  of Yugoslavia

~and 90 per cent of the popu--
-lation ef Kosova. Speculation
-such as Budimir- Lonéar tried
-to.-capitalize - -on . September

14-in Kopenhagen, {o the ef-
fect that, «here we have to
do. with a minority  calling
for a state -of its own and

“that there are minorities in
- many parts of Yugoslavia»

convince nobody,  because
they lead to the categoriza-
‘tion of the peoples in a mul-
ti-national . country, - such as

-Yugoslavia is, which can by

no . means be considered. «a
democratic framework for
the solution' of -the problem
of .. Kosovas- .

The adoption -of the Con-

stitution. of the Republic took
place in .the known :grave

- conditions .of the actual oc--

eupation - of - Kosova by -Ser-
bia and. its military . admi-
nistration,  'when orders. have

- been isswed and.- applied with-
-savage -violence- to disperse .

the Provincial Assembly and

the Provincial - . Government. -
. The Assembly of Kosova is-

not to blame {f the conditions
in. which it" has carried out

- its . proceedings, both when.

it issued. its- Proclamation of

Independence .on July -2 1990 -

and when it proclaimed its
Constitution on  September
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71990, were not normal. This,
however, does by no means
invalidate the juridical force
of the historical acts of the
Assembly of Kosova. It is
known that many important
meetings from which deci-
sions and juridical acts of
the formation of Yugoslavia
have emerged, have been
held in secresy, in conditions
of foreign occupation. On the

-other hand, only the organs

elected by the people of Ko-
sova themselves, such as the
Provincial Assembly have
the right to adopt such acts,
not the authorities of the
state of emergency, or the
organs of the Serb police
and army. Nor do the Fede-
rative Constitution or any
Yugoslav law entitle the as-
sembly of another republic

-to disperse the assembly of

another component unit of
the Federation, which is a
constituent element of it.
The autonomy of Kosova has
not been granted by Serbia.
Nor did Serbia create the
autonomous provinces. So it

-has no Constitutional, juridi-
-cal- or moral right to deprive
-Kosova of its autonomy and

take decisions in the name

-of .the people of Kosova. The

assembly of Serbia and its
organs have no competence
or - constitutional and legal
right to disperse the Assemb-

“Iyr..of Kosova or annul its

decisions.

-. With the adoption of the
Constitution of Kosova and
the Declaration of Indepen-

dence on July, 2, the As-
sembly of Kosova makes a
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major historical - contribution
not only to the affirmation
of the equality and sovereig-
nty of the Albanian people
of Kosova, but also to the
stability of the Federation
itself, and to the establish-
ment of more just and more
equal relations in this Fe-
deration. The new Constitu-
tion of Kosova has the same
force and juridical wvalidity
as the Constitutions of the
other republics, and its sup-

pression or obstruction would
be an obstruction of the Con-.

stitution of the Federation
itself. Constitutional equality
knows no hierarchy, the peo-
ples are equal and the Fe-
deration <can exist only on
the basis of this equality.

The legitimate historical act
of the Assembly of Kosova
shows once more before the
whole Yugoslavia and the
world - who is for the rule
of law, order and justice,
for calm and peace in the
Federation, and who is for
oppression, discrimination,
repression and war. Faced
with Serb occupation, terror,
killings, massacres, impri-
sonments, the basest crimes
and provocations, the Alba-
nian people of Kosova and
its elected representatives
chose the road of the law,
the road of the Constitution.
This is an expression of the
political, juridical, moral and
cultural dignity of the Alba-
nian people.

The Constitution of the
Republic of Kosova is in co-
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mplete conformity with the
Charter of the United Na-
tions, and other international
agreements and conventions.
It is in complete conformity
with the spirit and principles
of the Helsinki Charter,
which recognises and calls
for the equality of the peo-
ples in multi-national coun-
tries. By constituting the Re-
public of Kosova and the
sovereignty of the Albanian
people in the Province, the
Assembly of Kosova makes
its contribution to the esta-
blishment of a truly juridi-
cal state in Kosova, a juri-
dical state which cannot be
conceived outside the wiil of
the two million-strong Al-
banian people of Kosova.
The proclamation of the
Constitution of Kosova shows
once more which is the road
of reason for the solution of
the Kosova crisis, and which
is the truly democratic fra-
mework for the expression of
the will of the people and
the establishment of rela-
tions of equality in the Fe-
deration. The attacks of the
Serb rulers on the Constitu-
tion of Kosova are an ex-
pression of the permanent
chauvinist policy not only
towards the Albanian people,
but also against the demo-
cratic road and methods for
the solution of problems and
the settlement of relations

in today’s Yugoslavia. Serbia
would like to settle differen- -

ces by means of the gun,
shedding the blood of hun-

dreds of young Albanians,
as it has done in Prishtina
and Podujeva, resorting to
armed provocations, as it has
done in Knin and Foca, to
stir up the peoples of Yugos-
lavia against one another and
thereby impose the Serb rule
on them.

The arrests and persecu-
tions the Serb authorities ha-

_ve been carrying out against

the Albanian deputies of the
Assembly of Kosova who ado-
pted the Constitution of the
Republic and against their
families follow in the wake
of the Serb fury. The arrests
of the Albanian parliamen-
tarians who fulfilled their

duties as deputies towards
the law, the Constitution
and the people who have

elected them represent a
case without precedent in
the parliamentarian history
of Europe. This is a repre-
hensible action and an attack
on the very parliament as an
institution embodying and
defending democracy.

The adoption by the de-
puties of the Assembly of
Kosova of the Constitution
is in conformity with the
contemporary spirit and pro-
cesses of the democratization
of relations and cooperation
among peoples, either within
multi-national countries or
on . national scale. As a le-
gitimate historical act it is
irrevocable, just as the will
of the people which it ex-
presses.
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REPREHENSIBLE ACT OF THE ISRAELI ZIONISTS

Zéri i Popullit

A massacre of such pro-
portions as that which oc-
curred in Jerusalem was so-
mething «unexpected» for
the moment. The Israeli po-
lice barbarously killed 19 Pa-
lestinians and wounded more
than 140 others. We say
«unexpected» because world
opinion in the meantime was
following the proceedings of
the 45th Session of the Ge-
neral Assembly of the Uni-
ted Nations. This high forum
of international policy is wor-
king for the achievement of
just and peaceful solutions of
regional conflicts with the
participation of all the sides
concerned. It was <«unexpec-
ted» for the moment also
due to the other fact that the
situation in the Middle East
and especially in the Persian
Gulf was recently aggravated
by the ugly event of the Ira-
qi invasion of Kuwait. And
precisely at a time when the
whole world opinion was for-
cefully condemning this in-
vasion and, together with it,
the policy of violence exer-
cised against Kuwait, Israel
embarks on another criminal
action which results in more
blood being shed on the oec-

cupied Arab territories.

The Israeli prime-minister
Shamir tried to justify the
use of fire-arms against the
defenceless Palestinians with
the need for «stopping the

hysteria of a mass of Arab
protesters». These justifica-
tions are an attempt to cover
up the zionist colonizing po-
licy on the occupied Arab
territories,  which, among
other things, aims also at
the Israelization of the Arab
holy places, historical sites,
etc,, which belong not only
to the Arabs, like the Tem-
phle Mount. However, the
answer to the baseless Isra-
eli justifications is given by
the Jewish mayor of Jeru-
salem, Teddy Kollek. He says
that the massacre of the Pa-
lestinians occured after Sha-
mir's promise to build ano-
ther Jewish settlement in
East Jerusalem.

It is known that the Isra-
elis do not give up their po-
licy of occupation of the
arab land. Their policy of
violence and genocide is a
permanent factor of Tell-
-Aviv’'s stand towards the
Palestinians. The Jerusalem
massacre is considered as the
most savage since the year
1967, if account is taken of
the number of killed and
wounded within one single
day. However, if one consi-
ders the raids, expulsions,
arrests, jailings and killings
that take place day in day
out one may say that such
massacres, all this suffering,
has become part of the eve-
ryday life of the indomitable
Palestinian people.

Capitalizing on the recent

~events in the Persian Gulf

Tell-Aviv tries to displace
the Palestinian problem from
the attention of world opi-
nion. It tries to cover up the
policy of occupation against
the background of the de-
mocratizing processes in in-
ternational relations and the
solution of problems on the
peaceful road. The problems
of the Middle. East cannot
be solved without the solu-
tion of the Palestinian ques-
tion. And this cannot be do-
ne through killings, violations
of rights and massacres, as
occurred last Monday in Je-
rusalem. The Palestinian pro-
blem should be dealt with
wisdom, through peaceful
talks in which the interested
sides should take part in the
first place.

The horrible events on Je-
rusalem’s Temple Mount arou-
sed the profound indignation
of world opinion. Many go-
vernments and high perso-
nalities all over the world
condemned it unanimously.
The General Secretary of the
UNO, De Cuellar, said that
he was profoundly shaken
and concerned about the vio-
lence in Jerusalem and ac-
cused the Israeli authorities
of unrestrained use of force
to suppress  opposition. Other
governments and personaliti~
es called for the Jerusalem
massacre and the Israeli gio-
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nist policy towards the Pa-

" "lestinians “to be submitted to

stern judgement at the Gene-
ral Assembly of the United
Nations and that punitive
measures to be taken against
the Tell-Aviv government so

as to prevent it from com-

ALBANIA TODAY

mitting other such acts in
the  future. :

The inhuman acts of the:

Israeli occupiers must be
condemned. Supporting the
.cause of ~ the Palestinian

struggle for freedom, equa-
lity, national sovereignty, we

demand that the Palestinian
problem be solved once, and
for all times through talks,
on the peaceful road, taking
into account the legitimate
rights of the martyrized Pa-
lestinian people and the other
peoples of the region.




Albanian science pays special attention to the problem of the Ilyrian-
Albanian continuity and. related to it, that of the autochthony of
the Albanians. This is borne out by the discoveries that are con-
stantly being made in the ancient city of Butrint, in the south of the
country. In the photo: View of the amphitheatre of this ancient city.
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