today

Albania

N° 4 (77) / 1584

TIRANA

POLITICAL AND INFORMATIVE REVIEW

= » a. Y ad .
» 3 {
igr s ok e ;..Pw . /u.; ,W J
? ‘l‘."s"&""‘ﬂ"..n - i - e s

N YEe. i M -
o .
- 4 3 » h :

"1

Sy




4 Durrés port, one of the largest ports of Albania.

During the 40 years of the people’s power Albania . '

has been turned into a huge building site. Hundreds of industrial projects have been set up,
four-fifths of the population of the country lire in new houses

and the construction of the whole railway

network of the country has been a national action of the youth.
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THE 5th SESSION OF THE 10th LEGISLATURE OF TI

ON THE DEVELOPMENT C
CULTURE AND SCIENCE, 1
ON THE GROWTH OF PRC(C
SET BY THE PARTY FOR A
FORWARD IN THESE DIR}L

From the report submitted by Tefta Cami,
Minister of Education and Culture, on behalf of the Coui

On June 18-19, 1984 the 5th Session of the
10th Legislature of the People’s Assembly carried
out its proceedings with the following agenda:

1. Report of the Council of Ministers «On the
development of education, culture and science,
their influence on the growth of production and
the tasks set by the Party for a mew step for-
ward in these directions».

2. Adoption of the draft law «On the fund of
state archives and on archives».

3. Adoption of the decrees promulgated by
the Presidium of the People’s Assembly.

Then, Comrade Tefta Cami, Minister of Educa-
tion and Culture, was called upon to submit the
report of the Council of Ministers «On the deve-
lopment of education, culture and science, their
influence on the growth of production and the tasks
set by the Party for a new step forward in these
directions».

After the closure of the debate on the first
point on the agenda, the People’s Assembly una-
nimously adopted the relative decision.

Comrade Qirjako Mihali, vice-chairman of the
Council of Ministers, presented the draft law «On
the fund of state archives and on archives», on
behalf of the Council of Ministers. The deputies
unanimously adopted the law «On the fund of
state archives and on archives» in principle, ar-
ticle by article and as a whole.

Sihat Tozaj, secretary of the Presidium of the
People’s Assembly, presented on behalf of the
Presidium the report on the decrees promulgated
by the Presidium of the People’s Assembly, the
last point on the agenda. The deputies unanimously
approved the decrees promulgated, one by one and
as a whole. '

Comrade Pali Miska, head of the Presiden-
cy of the People’s Assembly, held the closing
speech.

The 5th Session of the 10th Legislature of the
People’s Assembly carried out its proceedings in
the atmosphere of high revolutionary en-
thusiasm which has spread among the wojr-king
masses.



E PEOPLE’S ASSEMBLY

F EDUCATION,

HEIR INFLUENCE
DUCTION AND THE TASKS

NEW STEP
TIONS

[ of Ministers

COMRADE DEPUTIES,

WARD IN THESE DIRECTIONS.

THERE CANNOT BE SOCIALISM.

Our Party has constantly concerned itself,
among other things, about the creation and deve-
lopment of our national and socialist education
and school, giving them priority and seeing them
as great factors of progress, as the main means
for the assimilation of culture, knowledge and
science. Our people take legitimate pride in this
immortal deed of the Party and Comrade
Enver Hoxha.

Albania, the country which in the past lamen-
ted the highest percentage of illiteracy in Euro-
pe, boasts now an advanced educational system

AT THIS SESSION OF THE PEOPLE’S ASSEMBLY WHICH HAS BEEN CONVENED IN THE
JUBILEE YEAR OF THE 40th ANNIVERSARY OF THE LIBERATION OF THE HOMELAND AND
THE TRIUMPH OF OUR PEOPLE'S REVOLUTION,
ENTHUSIASM WHICH HAS SPREAD THROUGHOUT OUR SOCIALIST HOMELAND FOR THE
SUCCESSFUL FULFILMENT OF THE TASKS SET BY THE 8th CONGRESS OF THE PLA, THE
COUNCIL OF MINISTERS REPORTS ON THE WORK DONE BY STATE AND ECONOMIC ORGANS
FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF EDUCATION,” CULTURE AND SCIENCE, THEIR INFLUENCE ON
THE GROWTH OF PRODUCTION AND THE TASKS SET BY THE PARTY FOR A NEW STEP FOR-

IN AN ATMOSPHERE OF REVOLUTIONARY

THE YEARS OF SOCIALIST CONSTRUCTION HAVE BEEN YEARS OF A DEEP-GOING IDEO-
LOGICAL AND CULTURAL REVOLUTION FOR THE ELIMINATION - OF THE CENTURIES-OLD
BACKWARDNESS AND THE CREATION OF A DEVELOPED MATERIAL AND SPIRITUAL CUL-
TURE. THE PARTY AND COMRADE ENVER HOXHA HAVE DIRECTED THE ENTIRE STRUG-
GLE OF THE MASSES FOR THE CREATION OF THE NEW NATIONAL AND SOCIALIST CUL-
TURE AND SCHOOL: IN UNITY WITH THE WHOLE ECONOMIC AND THE SOCIAL DEVELOP-
MENT OF THE COUNTRY, PROCEEDING FROM THE TEACHINGS OF MARXISM-LENINISM
THAT WITHOUT NATIONAL CULTURE AND EDUCATION AND THEIR SOCIALIST CONTENT

and a school which is being constantly revolutio-
nized. Pre-school education includes more than
half of children of 2-6 years of age; compulsory
8-year schooling is being applied all over the
country for many years now; 51 per cent of
the students who graduate from 8-year schools,
go over to full-time middle schools and about
20,000 working people are admitted to part-time
middle schools. Girls make up 46 per cent of the
total number of students. The creation of higher
education in the first years of the people’s power
is one of the major deeds of our Party. Speecialists
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and cadres for all fields of our economy, cullure,
and defence are trained at the University of Ti-
rana, the greatest educational and scientific cen-
tre of the country and the main institution for
the training of the new people’s intelligentsia, as
well as at 7 other high schools. One in 3-4 people
attends school. The number of working people
with a medium or high schooling has risen to
230 thousand and 56 thousand respectively. More
than 80 thousand students have graduated from
the middle school and about 8,200 students ter-
minated the high school in the last three years.

There is a wide network of cultural institutions:
professional drama theatres and variety shows,
publishing houses and libraries, museums, palaces
and houses of culture, the Film Studio, the Theatre
of the Opera and Ballet, the Symphonic Orches-
tra, etc. Our radio and television have entered
almost every home in the city and country. There
are about 4,000 cultural and artistic institutions
all over the country.

The Academy of Sciences is another great deed
of the Party and a remarkable achievement of
Albanian scientific thought. Now we have a broad
network of specialized scientific institutions and
50 research and design institutes functioning in
different fields of the economy and culture. The
broad working masses, workers and cooperativ-
ists, people with a higher education and others
working in study groups, technological bureaus
and scientific nuclei take a direect part in the
development of the technical-scientific revolution.
During the year 1983 alone, the working class
applied about 10,600 rationalization proposals. built
177 new lines, 19 new factories and 86 new sec-
tions. Studies of the history, language and culture
of our people have been raised to a higher level.
The unification of the Albanian literary language
is among the more remarkable achievements of
our people. The achievements of social sciences,
which study the political, ideological and econo-
mic processes of the development of our society,
occupy a particular place in this development.

The working masses of our country have been
placed in conditions of true equality in regard
to education and assimilation of culture and the
creation of material and spiritual values. With
us education is given free of charge, without any
fee, to everybody. It is the same for boys or
girls. The national minority enjoys complete
equality in the development of education and cul-
ture in their mother tongue. A qualitative index
is the overcoming of the former inequality and
disproportion in the development of education
and culture betwen city and country, and
among the different regions and districts of the

country. The contrast between city and country,

this century-old ulcer of exploiting orders, has
been done away with, and essential distinctions
in the ficld of culture betwecen them are being
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narrowed down more and more with each pas-
sing day. A significative expression of the radi-
cal transformations carried out in the years of
the people’s power is the change that has taken
place in the mode of living of the broad masses
of the people, the improvement of their well-
being.

Education, culture and science, as important
sectors of the superstructure, are remarkable not
only for their development in extension and
depth and at high rates, but, in the first place,
also for their sound ideological content and their
militancy which enables them to respond to
the requirements of the socio-economic develop-
ment of the country. They have always played
an active role in the struggle for the creation of
the new man imbued with the Marxist-Leninist
ideology of our Party, and for the eradication
of the leftovers and influence of old reactionary
conservative and liberal ideologies, as well as the
bourgeois and revisionist ideology. Our country
has set the great example of a successful struggle
against the ideological and cultural aggression of
the imperialist superpowers and the whele bour-
geois-revisionist world.

* *

During this period the Council of Ministers
has directed the work in the sector of educa-
tion, culture and art and science according to
the orientations of the 8th Congress of the PLA,
the decisions of the Plenums of the Central
Committee of the PLA and the teachings of
Comrade Enver Hoxha. Education, culture and
science have become important farctors in the
struggle of the Party and the masses for the
construction of socialism on the basis of self-
reliance.

The Party teaches us that more efforts should
be made for education, culture and science to
be placed more extensively in the service of our
socio-economic development. The state plan for
the development of these sectors has been draft-
ed and is being realized according te the re-
quirements of this orientation. «As everything
in our socialist order,» says Comrade Enver Hoxha,
«our new school must also have its own laws. of
development which should be adapted to the
socio-economic structure and serve it, because
school and education are an important part of
the superstructure which should be led by our
Marxist-Leninist materialist philosophy.» Hence,
the measures that are being taken for further
raising the qualitative level of the content of the
school and for deepening its mass character are
intended to link school as closelv as possible
with life, production and the technical-scientis
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fic revolution. The organs of state power and
education have given priority to work for the
implementation of the law «On compulsory 8-
year education». They have followed with parti-
cular ‘attention the development of vocational
medium education which comprises about 80 per
cent of middle school students. During this five-
year plan 10 new profiles have been opened in
industrial middle schools and 15 new branches
in higher schools. Special care is being taken
for the consolidation of some important schools
and profiles, such as those of geology, oil, mi-
ning, important metallurgy, agriculture, etc. For
a more rational development of vocational edu-
cation, demands for qualified workers must be
studied more thoroughly by the executive com-
mittees of the people’s councils of the districts,
especially as far as the main branches of the
economy are concerned so that the contingents
that graduate from those schools are adequate
and employed according to their qualification.

The national character and socialist content
are standing out more and more in our cul-
ture, art and literature today. They represent
great ideological values and reflect our reality
in all its dimensions, past, present and future.
The national character, the socialist content of
our culture have been strengthened in struggle
against the preachings of the bourgeois and re-
visionist ideologists to the effect that allegedly
the time has come for the overcoming of na-
tional distinctions, for the internationalization
of culture, for the elimination of national cul-
tural traditions and peculiarities, especially among
the smaller peoples. These preachings support the
policy of cultural aggression of the superpowers
and sinister regressive and chauvinist forces.

The strengthening of our culture has always
been done by relying on and preserving and de-
veloping further the treasury of the cultural le-
gacy of our people. Expressions of the continua-
tion of this work during this five-year plan are
such major achievements as the publications in
the field of culture, the studies on the national
history, language, literature and culture of our
people, the reconstruction and protection of mo-
numents of culture, the new archaeological disco-
veries, the Historic Museum and «Skanderbeg»
Museum, the preparation of the Encyclopaedic
Dictionary of the Albanian World, etc., monumen-
tal works which bear testimony to the wealth and
value of our cultural legacy and are a great sup-
port for the further flourishing of our culture. The
cultural and scientific institutions should improve
their work for the discovery, study and propaga-
tion of the treasury of the cultural legacy of our
people. This task is fulfilled ever better when
these traditions are properly assessed, enriched
and raised to a higher level and placed in the
service of the socialist revolution.
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Qur culture distinguishes itself for its spirit
of proletarian internationalism, its respect for
the progressive cultural values of other peoples.
On the other hand, it is closed to everything
decadent and reactionary from the degenerate bour-
geois and revisionist world. Our culture and art
have also raised the authority of our country in
other countries. The documents of the Party and
the major Works of Comrade Enver Hoxha have
a great response and broad propagation among
the progressive people throughout the world. Li-
terature and figurative arts, artistic ensembles,
ballet troupes and symphony orchestras, the ci-
nematography and other sectors of the Albanian
culture are warmly received in other countries
and successfully represent our Homeland abroad.

The greatness of the ideological and cultural
revolution that is developing in our country
consists also in the fact that it has transformed
culture and education from a monopoly of a
minority into a property of the broad masses.
With us people are not only the object of these
activities, but also and, in the first place, a
creative force, their true subject. Significative in
this direction is the fact of the participation of
about 70 thousand people in all the phases of
the National Folklore Festival of 1983 which
clearly shows how beautifully our people preser-
ve, develop and transmit their rich culture. «The
main objective of all the scientific study work
is to give the 7th Five-year Plan the necessary
support to ensure its complete fulfilment,» said
Comrade Enver Hoxha at the 8th Congress of
the PLA. «Along with this, an important task
and objective of our science is to begin imme-
diately to carry out studies in regard to the
next five-year plan.» Therefore, our scientific
research is orientated towards application and
there are many fields now in which sciences are
engaged in the solution of major and important
problems posed by the intensification of pro-
duction, the raising of its productivity and im-
provement of its quality, the introduction of
new technologies, reduction of cost, and the fur-
ther deepening of the technical-scientific revolu-
tion. The plan of scientific research work on a na-
tional scale comprises a great number of important
themes. Other valuable studies are being carried
out and they represent the scientific basis for the
drafting of the future five-year plan.

In the recent years there has been a further
integration of scientific research work, especially
in some fields of agriculture, construction build-
ing, etc. Nevertheless, the integration process has
not yet the necessary extension and depth as a
constant and steady activity. The great scienti-
fic potential of higher schools, especially the
University of Tirana, is not yet being used with
due effectiveness. It is up to the Committee of
Science and Technology, the Ministry of Educa-
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tion and Culture and all scientific departments
and institutions, higher schools, etc. to plan and
carry out this process in an appropriate manner.

The development of science, education and
culture call for better organization of the work
for the elaboration and diffusion of scientific
information.

National scientific activities such as confe-
rences, symposiums, seminars, etc. have become
more frequent in the recent years. Many of them
have been important events not only in the edu-
cational, cultural and scientific life of the coun-
try, but have also had an echo abroad. These
activities have developed more in the fields of
social sciences and less in those of technical and
natural sciences. This ratio cannot be justified
with the real and fruitful development of scien-
tific research work carried out in these fields.
It is the duty of the Academy of Sciences and
the University of Tirana and other scientific and
educational institutions to plan this activity bet-
ter so as to make it serve the development of
science and technique more effectively.

* *

The objectives set by the Party and Comrade
Enver Hoxha for a rapid increase of produc-
tion, the modernization of industry, the inten-
sive development of agriculture, the further im-
provement of the well-being of the people and
the strengthening of the defence capacity are
connected directly with the raising of the level
and quality of education, culture and science.

The organs of education at the centre and in
the districts are engaged in intense work for the
‘implementation of the decision of the Political
Bureau on further raising the level and quality
of teaching and education work in our school.
Plans, programs and some new textbooks have
been compiled with many improvements in their
ideological, scientific and pedagogical content,
which enable our new generation to be equipped
with knowledge of a contemporary level. Some
measures have been taken for the qualification

of teachers and experiments are being carried -

out over particular problems of our school. How-
ever, demands on school documentation should
be raised higher and there should be a more ac-
tive. participation of the more qualified forces
of education, science and production.

The struggle for better quality is also a strug-
gle for the further revolutionization of our school.
It is linked, in the first place, with the quality of
work of teachers, headmaster’s offices and or-
gans of education and culture. Only those tea-
chers achieve success who work with love to
serve the lofty interests of the Party and Home-
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land, who iove their students, who struggle cons-
tantly to carry out militant scientific work, who
are exacting towards themselves, their comrades
and their students, who work for the develop-
ment of the capacities and inclinations of their
students, for the strengthening of order and disci-
pline at school, etc. The struggle for raising the
level of work at school calls for the further
deepening of educational work so that students,
proceeding from sound revolutionary motives in
the assimilation of knowledge and science, raise
ever more their demands for the strengthening
of discipline and the further deepening of so-
cialist democracy, be ready to serve passionately
and militantly there where the Party and the
people need them.

The Party has always highly valued teachers
for their outstanding work for the education and
training of the new generation. In this session
of the People’s Assembly, in particular, the Coun-
cil of Ministers congratulates all the teachers of
first classes, who have achieved the passing
of all their pupils and those who are doing com-
mendable work in second classes and, through
them, those who are experimenting with the new
mathematics text, the teachers and specialists
who are working on the compilation of new
texts as well as the great army of teachers who
are carrying out their duty with great devo-
tion. :

The Ministry of Education and Culture and
its organs will study and resolve in the process
the problems which concern the school and have
to do with its level and content, the quality of
assimilation of knowledge, the new methods, the
raising of the effectiveness of the qualification of
cadres, the study and generalization of advanced
experience, increased demands, the organization
of complex studies in the field of education, pe-
dagogy, psychology, etc. so as to find new, better
and more permanent solutions. Particular atten-
tion will be devoted to raising the level and
consolidating the middle school, especially agri-
cultural, oil, geological, mining and other middle
schools, etc.

The young teachers and scientists must rely
more on their own scientific work. '

The improvement of quality is an acute pro-
blem in the field of study and design. The Party
instructs that it should precede the develop-
ment of every sector. The intensified economy
and large-scale production call for complex stu-
dies which comprehend all aspects and envisage
the interaction of many sciences and methods
of scientific research such as mathematics, infor-
matics, . physics, chemistry, etc. Such studies open
new prospects for the production of oil and gas,
chromium, iron, bauxite and other minerals. One
of the reasons for shortages in livestock produc-
tion is lack of harmonization of studies with their
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practical implementation, as in the case of the
studies on the fodder base, constructions and tech-
nologies of management, etc. Reduction of cost
and lowering of expenditure per unit of product-
ion must be permanent criteria for the asses-
sment of the value of scientific studies, new pro-
duction lines and the mtroductlon of new tech-
nologies.

More care should be devoted to raising the
~ quality of studies and designs by applying more
advanced methods and technologies. They must
be based more on laboratory experiments, mo-
dels, the results of pilot plants or experimental

plots. Studies and designs and the engagement of .

people should be concentirated more on the reali-
zation of the tasks of this five-year plan and on
preparatory measures for the fulfilment of the
targets of the coming five-year plan.

The improvement of quality in the field of art
and culture calls for higher demands for the
strengthening of the ideological partisanship, the
popular spirit, the national originality and a ful-
ler reflection of the socialist reality in the field
of creativeness. This calls for a higher level of

cultural and professional formation of writers and

artists, more attention to the training of new ta-
lents and greater support for them, better orga-
nized work for a more profound acquaintance
with life, for a more truthful reflection of the
reality, for perfecting artistic skills, while avoid-
ing sketchiness and subjectivism. The creative
forces and the cultural and artistic institutions of
our country, inspired by the ideals of the Party,
will know how to fulfil the new tasks set at the
3rd Congress of the Writers and Artists’ Lea-
gue and raise our art and literature of socialist
realism to a higher level to the benefit of the
communist education of the working people.

Cultural and artistic work must be assessed
by all circles and institutions according to its
quality, as well as its contribution to the enrich-
ment of the spiritual life of the masses and their
"inspiration to cope with the ever new tasks
arising from life. Our state has put large ma-
terial and financial, cultural and artistic means
at the disposal of the masses, and they must
be used rationally and with the fullest effecti-
veness possible.

The raising of the quality of educational, cul-
tural and scientific work is closely linked with
the further enhancement of the feeling of res-
ponsibility and the militant spirit in struggle
against bureaucratic, technocratic and intellec-
tualist manifestations which hamper our onward
march. According to the orientations of the Par-
1ly- we will continue on the road of the streng-
thening and intensification of scientific studies
~and cultural activities. This will be done not only
" through the increase of cadres and the expansion
of the material base, but especially through
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raising the productivity of the work of teachers
and scientists, cadres and specialists and all the
working people, in general. Along with the fur-
ther qualification of cadres, a particular role in
this direction will also be played by the creation
of a sounder atmosphere, the raising of revolu-
tionary vigilance, the encouragement of debate
and scientific criticism in the party spirit which
stimulate advanced scientific thought and push it
forward.

A number of measures have been taken for a
better organization of the post-university quali-
fication and specialization of cadres. About 1,200
working people have gone or will go through
long-term full-time courses during this five-year
period. This form of qualification is at its first
steps. It is up to the higher schools and the re-
Jative departments to devote more attention to
the further raising of the scientific level of these
courses, to meet the needs for laboratories and
employ more effectively in production and science
the cadres that go through these courses. Special
measures have been taken for the qualification
of the working people in full-time and part-time
courses.

* *

The fulfilment of the tasks set in the field
of education, culture and science calls for the
further raising of the level of the management
and organization of work and the enhancement
of the feeling of responsibility on the part of all
state organs, from those at the centre to those
of the local government and administration.

1 *

The great achievements in the field of edu-
cation, culture and science are only part of. the
victories our people have won under. the leader-
ship of the Party and Comrade Enver Hoxha,
on the 40-year long road of the all-round cons-

_truction of socialism. They are evidence of the

undisputable superiority of our socialist order; of
its strength and inexhaustible vitality. Our peo-
ple look forward to an ever brighter future of
triumphant socialism. A guarantee for it is the
wise leadershig of the Party, with Comrade
Enver Hoxha at the head, and the steel unity
of the people round them, is their readiness and
enthusiasm to devote all their forces and ener-
gies to overcome all difficulties and obstacles,
to cope with and defeat any blockade and hostile
activity, holding always high the triumphant, ban-
ner of Marxism-Leninism and carrying the cons-
truction of socialist society ever forward,



TWO NEW BOOKS BY COMRADE ENVER HOXHA
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Comrade ENVER HOXHA'’s bool

T he book |
«Among the Common
Folk» (Memoirs)
was published in June

This book of essays is part of the series of
Comrade Enver Hoxha's memoirs of the years of
the National Liberation War, which reflect events
and the author’s impressions mainly from two
of the gravest and most difficult periods of the
war.

In the pages of this book the brave and pa-
triotic common folk are portrayed with pene-
trating clarity and love.

This book «Amongst the Common Folk», pu-
blished in the context of the 40th anniversary
of the liberation of the Homeland, is another ex-
pression of the profound honour, gratitude and
respect which the Party and Comrade Enver Hoxha
purture for our wvaliant, industrious and freedom-

‘loving people, for all those thousands of individuals

from all perts of the country who, during the years
of the National Liberation War responded to the
call of the Party and gave their all for the libe-
ration of the country, for the triumph of the revo-
lution and for thz establishment of the people’s

state power, : '

T he book

«Reflections onthe Middle
East» was published

in July

This work is one of the series of books drawn
from «The Political Diary on International Issues»
on international matters. It includes notes, obser-
vations and analyses of events in the Middle East
made in the period from 1958 to the end of 1983.

This book reveals the roots of conflicts in the
Arab world, unmasks the open and secret enemies
of the Middle East and exposes the intrigues, plots
and rivalries between the imperialist Great Powers
and their interference in order to subjugate and
plunder the peoples of that zone.

At the same time it makes a high evaluation
of the resistance and struggle for freedom and in-
dependence of those peoples, of their outstanding
traditions and their ancient art and culture.

This book also reflects the correct, principled
stand which the Party of Labour of Albania and
our country have maintained consistently in sup-
port of the just cause of the Arab peoples and all
the other freedom-loving peoples of the world.

‘The book has been published in foreign lan-
guages, . l h
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xAmong the Common Folks» (Memoirs)

These days the working masses of our coun-
try, the communists and the cadres have in their
hands the book of Comrade Enver Hoxha «Among
the Common Folk», which is part of the series of
memoirs from the years of the National Libera-
tion War. It is dedicated to the simple, courageous
and patriotic pcople who sheltered, protected
and accompanied ieaders of the Party and Com-
rade Enver Hoxha through the great dangers of
the spring and summer of the year 1942 in Ti-
rana and the enemy offensive of the winter
of 1943-1944 in the regions of Elbasan, Librazhd,
Gramsh and Korca.

Although it reflects evenis of the time of the
War, although it speaks of individual families
and people, the book has great generalizing values
and is valid for today. The links of the Party
with the people, which began to be tempered
in heroic events and through hard tests, have
been and remain the source of all our victories.
In this direction, too, the experience of the War,
enriched with the experience of these just as
glorious 40 years, serves the present and will
serve the future.

This book is, first of all, the expression of
the feelings of love, gratitude and respect of the
Party and Comrade Enver Hoxha for the peo-
ple, for the patriotic and revolutionary villagers
and town folk who, in those very grave days,
opened their doors and hearts to the leaders
of the Party and all the fighters for its ecause.
The book reflects, at the same time, the strong
bonds of the people with the Party, with the
communists, with the new people’s state power,
with great convincing truthfulness. This bound-
less love and these monolithic bonds are seen
and analysed in their dialectics. Through many

details and evenis, with which are depicted a
variely of the representatives of the masses of
the people, the reader sees how the love of the
people for the Party was born and grew, which
were the factors that influenced in the continuous
steeling of these bonds, how the Party, its lea-
dership and the mass of the communists used
such traditions of the people as generosity, hos-
pitability, steadfastness in order to give them a
new content and raise them to a new qualitative
level.

In the large store of means that were used
during those years in order to strengthen and
steel the links of the working masses with the
Party continuously, the principal place was oc-
cupied by the educative propaganda work which
was aimed at capturing the hearts and minds of
the people, mobilizing and throwing them into
the war. The first printing shops, which spread
the warming and convincing word of the Party
and Comrade Enver Hoxha, were set up in base-
ments or the huts of the poor. At no time before
had any political group or organization in Alba-
nia carried out such a widespread militant pro-
paganda and agitation with such a healthy ideo-
logical contents, so clear and tangible as the pro-
paganda and agitation which the Communist Party
of Albania carried out in those years among the
masses of workers, peasants, intellectuals, the
youth, the women. The main place in this propa-
ganda work was occupied by oral agitation, the
work done with each individual. This was dictated
not only by the circumstances of the time, the
mass illiteracy of the population, and the persecu-
tion to which the press of the Party was sub-
mitted, but also by the fact that this form, which
was in conformity with a centuries-old tradition,
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yielded its fruit more effectively and more rapidly.
In the pages of the book «Among the Common
Folk» the reader sees Comrade Enver Hoxha talk-
ing warmly and simply alike with a tender mother,
with a downtrodden worker, with an educated
intellectual, or with an illiterate peasant at a hut
in Galigat, with the children of Cermenika, etc.
Besides the exacting work to direct the organs
of the Party and the new people’s power and the
big formations of the National Liberation Army,
the beloved leader of the Party and people did
not spare his efforts and time to enter into
conversation and clarify any possible sympathi-
zer and supporter of the Liberation Movement.
The auditoriums of these conversations were
ordinary rooms, mud-floor huts, walls masked to
protect him from being discovered, the hills com-
manding the roads from which the enemy columns
approached, or simply a partisan fire, any place
where the patriotic and freedom-loving people
lived. As for the time in which these talks were
held, there were no fixed hours. The time for
talking was found in the breaks between meet-
ings, during meals by the fire-place, in the short
walks to shake one’s legs, at the time when
lying in bed and preparing to sleep and the
unschooled, but honest and patriotic peasant drea-
med of and asked questions about the future, in
the low huti in which the tongues of the flames
created a whole universe of lights and shades.
It is communist work that knows no fixed hours
and accepts no officialdom. .

On the other hand, the book is a strong and
truthful embodiment of the idea that the propa-
ganda work of the Party to capture the hearts
and minds of the people was not just and merely
a question of words and ideas. It was preceded
and accompanied with continuous revolutionary
actions, in which the communists, the best sons
and daughters of the people, stood at the fore-
front, even at the risk of their lives. All this
began as a tradition which all the communists
and cadres have inherited and make it their duty
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to develop and raise it still higher in our days.

It is not accidental that, although the book turns
to the years of the War, Comrade Enver Hoxha
describes characters who lived in the period after
Liberation and are still alive today. This is not
a demand of the composition of the book, it is
rather a question of the embodiment of the idea
that the ties of the leader with the simple peo-
ple, the ties of the Party with the people, struck
root during the War, and developed and grew
stronger in the battles for the construction of
socialism. Besides, this has enabled the author to
reflect the transformation of the world outlook
and the moral growth of our people in their dia-
lectical continuity, and thus, bring out better the
values of the book for today. Comrade Enver Hoxha
writes, «The Party would be again and again
encircled by savage enemies, but just as it de-
feated the enemy winter operation, so would
it smash and defeat the blackmail, plots and
blockades of the future. Our Party would never
fear anything, because it knew that just as it was
ready to sacrifice itself for the people, so would
the people by ready to sacrifice themselves for
the Party.» These closing words of the book ex-
press in a nutshell not only the central idea of
the book, that alloying element which binds to-
gether and creates the ideo-artistic coherence of
a rich mosaic of memories, but also its validity
for today.

Displaying the same characteristics which we
see in the other works of the collection of me-
moirs by Comrade Enver Hoxha, such as the
resilient and attractive style, marked journalistic-
literary form, vivid language full of popular co-
lour and idiom, the book «Among the Common
Folk» has real artistic values.

For all these reasons this book is also a weapon
in the present struggle and work, as well as a
beautiful gift which comes at an appropriate time
in the jubilee of the 40th anniversary of the libe-
ration of the Homeland and the triumph of the
people’s revolution.



PROFOUND
SCIENTIFIC ANALYSIS
OF MAJOR
POLITICAL PROBLEMS
OF
THE MIDDLE EAST

Comrade ENVER HOXHA’S book «Reflections
on the Middle Easty

Comrade Enver Hoxha’s new hook «Reflec-
tions on the Middle East» has been welcomed and
is being read with special interest by the com-
munists, cadres and our working masses, by tho-
se who study in various political, historical and so-
cial fields. Through the notes, observations, analy-
ses and general panoramas in this book which are
part of the author’s «Political Diary» and which
refer to events of the period from 1958 to the
end of 1983, a scientific Marxist-Leninist analy-
sis is made of major political problems of the
time, which are linked with the Arab and non-
-Arab peoples of two continents, Africa and Asia,
and which in the international arena are linked
with what is called the Middle East crisis. These
materials reflect some of the main moments and
events, some of the inhuman imperialist activi-
ties of the superpowers and Israel- as well as
moments from the heroic struggles of the Arab
people of Palestine, the other Arab peoples, the
Afghans and the Iranians against the plots of
the two superpowers.

The book «Reflections on the Middle East»
grips the reader from the first pages on account
of the complete and accurate reflection with
scientific objectivity which it gives of major poli-
tical, economic and social events during the past
25 years and the profound analysis and impor-
tant conclusions and lessons which it contains,

By following the contemporary events which have
taken place in the Middle East and writing about
them at the moments when they are fresh, the
author makes an all-sided analysis of them,
based on historical materialism and the funda-
mental principles of Marxism-Leninism, reveals
their internal and external causes, their com-
plexity and interconnection, and makes assess-
ments and forecasts the accuracy of which has
been completely proved by the development of
events in subsequent periods and which. are va-
luable to the present day.

In this new book by Comrade Enver Hoxha
we find correct answers to why so many. wars
have taken place in this region of the world du-
ring a relatively short period; why the Middle
East crisis has assumed such proportions today
that its inherent dangers and consequences exert
an influence on the whole world situation; who
has turned the Middle East into an extremely
dangerous hotbed of endless conflicts; who are
the open and secret enemies of the Arab people
and a series of other acute political problems.

While throwing -light on many facts and
events, Comrade Enver Hoxha dwells in de-
tail on those capital problems which have werried
and are worrying the peoples of the Middle East
and the whole world. First of all, he discloses the
true causes of the explosive situation in that re-
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gion, the roots of conflicts in the Arab world in
which a number of wars, one bloodier than the
other, have been waged between 1948 and 1983.
In each decade there has been war and indeed
two in one decade in the case of the wars of
1967 and 1973. On two occasions, in 1958 and
1983, the United States of America has employed
its military forces to occupy Lebanon.

Comrade Enver Hoxha makes a stern, all-
sided denunciation of the hostile anti-Arab ex-
pansionist policy of Israel and international Zion-
ism. He makes a similar, firm, all-sided denun-
ciation of the likewise anti-Arab, pro-Israeli po-
licy of the imperialist powers which today, as
in the past, stop at nothing in pursuit of their
own interests just so long as they are able to
achieve their aims of robbing the Arab peoples of
their freedom and national independence and
above all of their oil. As Comrade Enver Hoxha
points out, «The American and British imperia-
lists and the revisionist traitors are in diplo-
matic movement. All of them are waving the
olive branch, all ’wailing’ about the defence of
the freedom and independence of the peoples, all
of them writing and sending telegrams and mes-
sages to this address or that, but all of them
hide the truth that with all this deafening cla-
mour, the American, British and French impe-
rialists, the Soviet revisionists, the Titoites and
the others, are defending nothing but their own
dirty interests to the detriment of the Arab
peoples.»

A profound and all-sided analysis is made of
the content and true aims of the global strategy
of American imperialism in the Middle East,
followed by all the American presidents before,
during and after the Second World War, down
to president Ronald Reagan, of the unprecedented
arrogance of the United Stales of America which
has proclaimed and treats the Middle East as a
sphere of its national interests and its own do-
main. In this context the author reveals the
«new» forms and methods which are being work-
ed out in the White House to place not merely one
or two countries, but all the countries which
stretch from Morocco to Iran, within the orbit
of American imperialists and keep them there.

With irrefutable arguments, Comrade Enver
Hoxha explains the aims of the shuttling of Ame-
rican diplomatic missions around the Middle East,
their step-by-step policy which led to «cooking
up» the Camp David agreements which did not
and could not bring peace or settle any part of
the Arab-Israeli conflict. The reader finds the
true reason for this in a number of arlicles
which show what place and role Israel has play-
ed in the context of the overall anti-Arab stra-
tegy of American imperialism, what efforts the
United States of America has made and is still
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making (o ensure «secure borders» for its pistol
in this region, that is, borders which will in-
clude all the Arab territories occupied by force
of arms. The basis of the American-Israeli friend-
ship and their political, economic and military
alliances has always been their common hostility
and struggle against the Arab peoples. - This
friendship and this alliance of identical anti-Arab
aims has its roots in the motives and interests
from which the United States of America and
its allies proceeded for the establishment of the
state of Israel. «No aims based on altruism or
national sentiments impelled the British or Ame-
rican imperialists to create the state of Israel
Their aims were linked with their own preda-
tory economic and strategic interests in the Mid-
dle East to preserve their bases and to have a
centre of diversion amongst the Arab states.»

Besides the open support of American impe-
rialism, Israel has always had the secret aid of
Soviet social-imperialism which is trying to grab
a place in the sun in the Middle East. There-
fore, those articles in which through many facts
and arguments the policy of the Soviet social-
imperialists in the Middle East is exposed, have
great value today. On the surface, the Soviet
social-imperialists present themselves as «friends»
and «saviours» of the Arab peoples, but in es-
sence, they are nothing of the sort. As time has
confirmed, at the most critical moments they
have betrayed the Arab peoples and left them
in the lurch.

Many articles in the book show what features
the policy of the Soviet social-imperialists has
in common with the policy of the American im-
perialists, what brings these two superpowers
closer together and what makes them clash and
battle fiercely with cach other openly or be-
hind the scenes, over many years, and trample
on the freedom, the independence and the na-
tional and social interests of the poor, industrious
pecoples of the Middle-East countries.

«It is truly a great tragedy for a series of
Arab peoples in the Middle East that they have
long been the prey of American imperialism and
Soviet social-imperialism. They have been con-
tinually caught up in the intrigues of the War-
saw Treaty, represented by the Soviet Union,
and of NATO, represented by the United States
of America, that aim to have spheres of influen-
ce, markets and military bases in those coun-
tries. The aim of the two superpowers is to keep
these peoples divided and, in fact, for the time
being they have achieved this aim.»

Comrade Enver Hoxha's writings cover a wide
range of themes and include the main fields of
life. They have to do not only with the struggle
of the Palestinian people and the other Arab
peoples against the Israeli aggressors, but also with
their struggle for social liberation, with their co-
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lossal oil wealth, and the very ancient culture
of the peoples of the great region of the Middle
East. .

The materials which deal with the anti-feu-
dal, anti-imperialist uprisings of the peoples of
the Middle East, such as the heroic fights of the
martyr Palestinian people, the struggle of the
Afghan people against the Soviet social-impe-
rialist occupiers, and the articles which give a
wide ranging and detailed view of the great va-
lues these peoples have created in the fields of
culture, art, science, philosophy, etc., and their
major contribution to the treasury of world cul-
ture, have great value as studies.

Equally great values have the materials about
the energy crisis which has swept the capitalist-
revisionist world and in this context the role of
the Middle-East countries, which are among the
biggest o0il producers in the world.

Major, acute problems are facing all the peo-
ples of the Middle East who are struggling to
solve them in correct ways. As this book points
out, the crisis in the Middle East can never be
resolved until the Palestinian people regain their
homeland stolen from them and martyred by the
Israeli aggressor, and this will be achieved only
when the political, economic and military influen-
ce of the superpowers and other imperialist po-
wers is dealt powerful blows from all the Arab
peoples and their political and economic influence
is finally rejected. Today the primary question
facing the Palestinian, Lebanese, Afghan and
Iranian peoples and all the other Arab and non-
Arab peoples of the Middle East is to avoid fal-
ling deeper into the traps and the deceptive and
disruptive plots of the superpowers, the United
States of America and the Soviet Union and of
Israel, and to establish and strengthen true unity
internally and amongst themselves in order to
withstand and overcome the wunited forces of
Israel, the American imperialists, the Soviet so-
cial-imperialists and the reactionary local feudal-
bourgeois circles. Only resolute uncompromising
struggle, based on genuine Arab unity, will carry
them to the triumph of their genuine indepen-
dence and freedom, to the utilization of their
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colossal oil wealth in favour of their national and
social development and progress.

The materials contained in the book «Reflec-
tions on the Middle East» openly express the
stand of the Party of Labour and the People’s
Socialist Republic of Albania on all the problems
which have to do with the Middle East crisis,
at the time when they have occurred, hence they
bear the stamp of the time. They present the
principled and resolute stand of our country and
people in favour of the struggle of the Palesti-
nian people and the other Arab peoples against
Israel and the imperialist superpowers, of the
Iranian people, the Afghan people and the free-
dom-loving African peoples. These stands have
been expressed also in many important docu-
ments of our Party and state in various inter-
national institutions such as the UNO, etc., where
our representatives have defended the just cause
of the struggle of the fraternal Arab peoples.
The opinions and assessments which are included
in this book, too, are further proof of that warm
and sincere friendship which has always linked
the Albanian people with the Arab peoples and
with all the freedom-loving and peace-loving peo-
ples of the world.

Proceeding from concrete facts and events,
in a number of materials Comrade Enver Hoxha
expresses his profound grief over the misfortunes
which have befallen these peoples, over the in-
justices which they have suffered and are suf-
fering and, at the same time, he stresses that
their examplary struggle for their own freedom
and national independence against savage Israeli
imperialist and social-imperialist invaders gives
him joy and inspiration.

The publication of this book, which fecuses
on an important region of current interest, which
the two imperialist superpowers, the United States
of America and the Soviet Union, for their own
predatory political, economic and strategic-mili-
tary purposes have made one of the most tense
and potentially explosive regions of the world,
undoubtedly constitutes an outstanding political,
ideological and scientific event in the life of our
country.



THE YOUTH ARE
A GREAT REVOLUTIONAF

FORCE by BREMZI LANI

The youth of socialist Albania have continuously fought

to safeguard their ideological,

political and moral purity. They grow healthy and are imbued

with the revolutionary ideals of the Party

THE MILITANT ORGANIZATION OF THE COMMUNIST YOUTH OF
ALBANIA, TODAY THE LABOUR YOUTH UNION OF ALBANIA, WAS
CREATED ONLY A FEW DAYS AFTER THE FOUNDING OF THE COM-
MUNIST PARTY, ON NOVEMBER 23, 1941, UNDER THE DIRECT LEADER-
SHIP OF COMRADE ENVER HOXHA. THIS WAS NOT AN ACCIDENT.
GUIDED BY THE TEACHINGS OF MARXISM-LENINISM ON THE PLACE
AND ROLE OF THE YOUTH IN THE REVOLUTION, OUR PARTY, WHICH
HAD JUST BEEN FORMED, FROM THE START DEVOTED SPECIAL CARE
TO THE WORK FOR ORGANIZING AND THROWING INTO THE WAR
FOR FREEDOM THE BROAD MASSES OF THE YOUTH, AND TO THEIR
REVOLUTIONARY MOBILIZATION. THE PARTY SAW IN THE YOUTH

THE MOST ACTIVE PART OF' THE PEOPLE, WHO HAD ALWAYS BEEN

‘AT THE FOREFRONT OF THE HEROIC EFFORTS FOR THE DEFENCE OF
THE HOMELAND AND THE INTERESTS OF THE NATION, SAW THE
FOLLOWER OF THE BRILLIANT PATRIOTIC FIGHTING TRADITIONS OF
OUR PEOPLE AND THEIR BEST QUALITIES, IN THE COMMUNIST
PARTY THE YOUTH FOUND NOW THE LEADING FORCE WHICH
SHOWED THEM THE TRUE ROAD OF NATIONAL AND SOCIAL LIBE-
RATION, THE ROAD OF GENUINE FREEDOM.

From the first call of the Party, themselves into the war with ine-
the youth threw themselves without xhaustible energies because, for the
reserve, with all their energies and first time in their history, they had
drive,” into the Anti-Fascist National found a genuine, just and far-sighted
Liberation War, confronting its dif- leadership. In the program and the
ficulties boldly, bearing a heavy line of the Party the youth saw the
burden on their young shoulders. At embodiment of their own interests,
the 1st Congress of the Anti-fascist ideals, the Liberation of the Home-
Youth of Albania, held in August land, ‘the secure future. The youth
19444; Comrade Enver Hoxha said: justified the great confidence the
«When the Communist Party of Al- Party put in them through their strug-
bania sounded the call to save our gle and life in the service of the
beloved Homeland from the clutches revolutionary ideal. Glorious pages
of fascism, the Albanian youth were were written in the history of our
the first to respond to its call, were younger generation and its militant

the first to throw themselves into
the war; the choicest sons of the
people filled the ranks of the guer-
rilla units of the towns and fighting
units in the mountains, filled the
partisan batallions..» The youth threw

. REMZI LANI — Chief ‘editor of the
© néwspaper «Zéri i rinisé»

organization during the partisan epic.
Young men and women, young pione-
ers and children, spared nothing, not
even their lives, for the cherished
ideal of freedom. The names of Qe-
mal Stafa, Vojo Kushi, Misto Mame,
Margarita Tutulani, Manush Alimani
and others shine like brilliant stars

over the road on which our younger
generations march. The role of the
youth in the Anti-fascist National
Liberation War is illustrated by the
fact that 70 per cent of the fighters
of the National Liberation Army were
young people. Their heroism, the
blood they shed, was a major con-
tribution to the achievement of the
historic victory of 29 November 1944.

This date is connected with the
beginning of a new epoch for Alba-
nia, the epoch of socialism, or the
general rejuvenation of the country
and the life of the people. Socialism
released the inexhaustible energies of
the youth, placed their dignity to the
right proportions, put an end to op-
pression, exploitation and all that
grave burden which the old world of
injustice had thrown on the shoulders
of the youth. This emerged clearly
in the years of the reconstruction
of the war-ravaged country, the years
in which the glorious tradition of
the youth labour actions begins. With
just as great resolve as during the
war, the youth went from one labour
action to another for the recons-
truction of the burned-down houses,
blown-up bridges, for the building
of new roads, rail-ways, plants, mills,
and hydro-power plants. In those
days the beloved leader and teacher,
Comrade Enver Hoxha, called on the
youth: «Never let your triumphant
drive recede, let your new song be
heard everywhere, your strong hand
be seen everywhere, your sound
mind be felt everywhere» Indeed,
the songs of the youth were heard
in the work for draining the Maliq
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marsh, in the construction of
«Road of Youth» (Kukés-Peshkopia),
the «Road of Light» in the North,
and especially, in the uninterrupted
labour actions for building railways.
These actions became schools of the
revolutionary education and temper-
ing of the younger generations. More
than 500,000 young people have par-
ticipated in such national actions
which became the places in which
they combated illiteracy and old
backward customs which were a
stumbling block to progress. In 1947
when the Durrés-Tirana railway was
being built, the volunieers who were
working there wrote to Comrade
Enver Hoxha that they would com-
plete the railway on schedule and
not a single illiterate young man and
woman would leave the construction
site without learning to read and
write. Participation in revolutionary
actions on all fronts has been an
important means for the revolutionary
class education of the younger ge-
neration, for the inculcation of cor-
rect concepts about work, for the
strengthening of the spirit of collec-
tivity, revolutionary determination,
etc. New projects, the fruit of the
voluntary labour actions of the youth,
continue to be built in this jubilee
year of the 40th anniversary of the
liberation of the Homeland. In the
North the railway track continues to
advance towards Han i Hotit, in the
South towards Vlora. The youth con-
tinues to work on the completion
of the green «amphitheatre» of Lu-
kova with new terraces to be planted
with orange lemon and olive-trees.
Socialism opened brilliant perspec-
tives for the youth, and the youth
work and learn with enthusiasm and
zeal, as part of the army of builders
of the new life, as part of the
working class, of the cooperativist
peasantry and of the people’s intelli-
gentsia, in order to make them a
reality. If socialist Albania today has
gigantic projects such as the hydro-
power plants in Fierza and Koman,
the metallurgical mills, and the ter-
races on the Ionian coast, all this
is dedicated to the tireless work of
the youth. In our reality there is
no projects in which the mind, toil
and talent of the youth is not seen
and felt, In these 40 years the youn-

the

ger generations have written more
pages of heroism with their cons-
truction work. From the generations
of the builders of socialism emerged
scores of heroes of labour such as
the heroines of Mirdita, Niké Pjetér
Ndreka, Shkurte Vata, Agron Elezi,
Ismet Sali Brucaj, YIli Zaimi, Ilia
Qiqi, Ilia Kici Dashi, and many others.

The role of the youth is felt
throughout the whole process of the
socialist consiruction of the coun-
try. Participating in the revolutionary
class struggle, they have been con-
tthuously educated with the line of
the Party and the teachings of Com-
rade Enver Hoxha, and have fought
with all their forces to put them
into praclice. The active participa-
tion of the youth in the mass move-
ments, which broke out all over the
country during the process of the
further revolutionization of the whole
life of the country, was a powerful
demonstration of the new qualities
of the younger generation of Alba-
nia, who have thoroughly assimilated
the Marxist-Leninist ideology of our
Party and the norms of proletarian
morality.

From a country of mass illiteracy
and backwardness, Albania has be-
come the country of mass education
and learning. Every family in social-
ist Albania has its own young peo-
ple who go to school, whereas the
adult members have already finished
school. The young people work in-
dustriously for the mastering  of
science and socialist culture. Social-
ism creates all the possibilities for
them to get education. A dense net-
work of schools of all categories of
the education system covers the
whole country. The country has its
new higher education, which has
given, until today, 40 thousand ca-
dres of different specialities. Educa-
tion in Albania is free of any fees.
The doors of schools are opened to
the sons and daughters of the people.
Our education does not suffer from
the grave ulcer of social distinctions,
which characterizes the education in
the capitalist and revisionist coun-
tries. The youh of our country are
aware of all this, therefore they
work persistently for the assimilation
of knowledge and culture. In the pro-
cess of the revolutionization of our

ALBANIA TODAY

school, the youth organization played
an important role. Both as the object
and the subject of the process of
learning, the youth have boldly had
their say about the level of the
process of teaching, text-books, and
lectures, and have become a barrier
to all manifestations and stands that
impede progress. OQur school, per-
meated through and through by the
Marxist-Leninist ideological axis, is in
a position to train people prepared
from the ideological point of view,
imbued with the scientific Marxist
world outlook. The harmonization of
the three components of our school:
lessons - productive work — physi-
cal and military training, is a gua-
rantee that those who graduate from
our school are not only good pupils
and students, but also good workers
who serve the Homeland on every
front of the socialist construction and
defence.

The role of our youth emerges still
more clearly in the great struggle
of the Party for the further revolu-
tionization of the whole life of the
country, especially in the movement
for the eradication of backward
customs and prejudices. This move-
ment was aimed at throwing off the
whole burden that lay heavy for cen-
turies on our people, for the liqui-
dation of all those ills which the
old world of private ownership
fostered. Of course, a series of con-
dilions had to be prepared in ad-
vance, The Party prepared them
gradually. At its call to combat back-
ward customs and prejudices, the
whole youth of the country rose 1o
their feet, and with the enthusiasm
which characterizes them, with their
youthful drive, stood at the forefront
of this struggle which was by no
means easy. The question had to do
with the emancipation not only of
the women, but also of the whole
society. In the records of the youth
organization twhere’are countless let-
ters which the highland girls sent

~ to Comrade Enver Hoxha, in which

they condemned the old customs and
prejudices and stood up boldly against
them. It was then a courageous step
on the part of those highland girls
who, daring the fanatic opinion, had
the revolutionary courage to partici-
pate in the mass labour actions of
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the youth far from their homes, for
the building of railways, or to the
terraces of the coast, in order to res-
pond to the call of the Party. Put-
ting the Albanian girls in the place
they deserve in society is the fruit
of a long and complicated strugsle.
The relations between girls and boys
were freed from the cob-webbs of
the old world and emerged with new
dimensions. But the struggle against
the frontiers of the past is not over.
The youth are educated and tem-
pered in the process of the struggle
against the manifestations of the past
in the consciousness of man. They
fight, at the same time, for the
consolidation of the new socialist way
of life, for the affirmation of the
new norms of socialist life. With
their revolutionary role in production,
the youth have carried out well the
tasks set by the Party to become
the pillar of the technical-scientifiz
revolution. Countless innovations, in-
ventions and rationalizations bear the
signature of the youth. The impetuous
socio-economic development of ‘he
country, the ceaseless strenglhening
of the economy and the defence capa-
city of the Homeland, the increase
of the productivity of labour, the in-
troduction of new technique and tech-
nology in production, could not have
been achieved without the participation
of the youth, too. The creative thinking
and the practical spirit of the youth
have contributed to the designing and
construction of the major projects of
the five-year plans, the introduction
and application’ of modern technique
and technology. The tasks that await
the youth in this field are still great-
er. The raising of the level of pro-
fessional qualification, the efforts to
keep abreast of the new achievements
of science and technique, the exploi-
tation of all the great possibilities so-
cialism creates in order to learn and
gain scientific knowledge, this re-
mains the constant duty of the youth
organization.

Socialist literature, art and culiure
have assumed impetuous development
in Albania. They exert a powerful
influence on the communist educa-
tion of the younger generation. The
youth, the greatest consumers of these
h assets, are at the same time active
creators of outstanding values in li-

terature, art and culture. The youth
crganization has always worked to
acquaint the youth with the material
and spiritual values of our people,
the best achievements of other peo-
ples in arts and culture, to cultivate
in them a healthy Marxist-Leninist
aesthetical taste, a preference of the
progressive new and the beauliful,
to make them irreconcilably opposed
lo bourgeois and revisionist tastes
and to vulgar and patriarchal tastes.
Our youth reject with disdain the
pseudo-modern attitudes and any such
stand, which in the name of the
«new» ignore the values of popular
culture and, thus, opens the way
to the degenerated bourgeois and re-
visionist art. 80 per cent of the par-
ticipants in the National Folklore
Festival of Gjirokastra, in 1983, were

young people. This speaks of the
love and passion with which the
younger generation assimilates and

further enriches the art of the people.

The youth organization has carried
out all-round work for the education
of the younger generation with the
spirit of socialist love of the coun-
try. Today, when the bourgeoisie with
its cosmopolitan and chauvinist ideo-
logies preaches the negation of the
national traditions and culture of the
peoples, this education assumes spe-
cial importance. Our youth cherish
4nd defend the national assets of
the past and those of the present
with great devotion. In the epoch
of socialism, patriotism has assumed
a broader significance and deeper
revolutionary content. It is based on
the Marxist-Leninist ideology of out

Party. This patriotic spirit of our
youth finds its expression in the
consistent assimilation and applica-

tion of Marxism-Leninism, the line
of the Party and the teachings of
Comrade Enver Hoxha, and the laws
cf the state, in the tireless work
for the fulfilment and overfulfilment
of the tasks, in the acquisition and
application of science and technique,
in the training for the defence of
the Homeland, in the pure mo:ral-
political figure, etc. The deepening
of the revolutionary initiatives to
know the past of our people, the
glorious history of the National Li-
beration War and the socialist cons-
truction, the History of our Party,
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the life and activity of the most out-
standing progressive figures in the his-
tory of our nation, have animated the
work for the patriotic revolutionary
education of the youth and the young
pioneers. The younger generation of
socialist Albania has never divorced
the all-round work of the revolutio-
nary patriotic education from the day-
-to-day political-military training for
the defence of the Homeland. Con-
sidering it as the duty above all
duties, our youth are trained mili-
tarily and stand vigilant guard of
the victories achieved. Their role in
the free military schools, in the ar-
my and in the base, increases more
and more each day. As the main
torce of the military structures, stand-
ing shoulder to shoulder with the
whole of the armed people, ihe youth
are aware of their role in this fieid,
therefore they see the problems of
physical and military training in close
connection with their whole life and
activity.

The Albanian younger generations
are educated by the Party with the
spirit of proletarian internationalism.
They have always aligned themselves
on the side of world progressive
youth in struggle against capitalist
oppression and exploitation, against
American imperialism and Soviet so-
cial-imperialism, against modern re-
visionism and all reactionary forces,
for freedom and national indepen-
dence, for democracy and social pro-
gress.

Comrade Enver Hoxha has said:
«Our youth have not been brought
up in comfort, with murky scolastic
books, they have been tempered like
steel and have been educated with
an unyielding revolutionary spirit in
the heat of the stern battles against
the savage external and internal ene-
mies, through the colossal difficulties
which we have had to overcome in
the struggle against the profound
backwardness which we inherited
from the anti-popular regimes, in the
stern struggle to break the hostile
imperialist-revisionist blockade which
was imposed on our country.»

The internal and external enemies
have always aimed at hitting at our
youth, in particular. The pressure of
the bourgeois-revisionist ideology is
aimed at poisoning the mind and
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consciousness, at causing the dege-
neration of our youth. The youth of
socialist Albania have continuously
fought to safeguard their ideological,
political and moral purity. They grow
healthy and are imbued with the re-
volutionary ideals of the Party. They
do not know the many ulcers of the
bourgeois-revisionist world. At a time
when many -of their contemporaries
in the world are in the streets unem-
ployed, our youth have guaranteed
work and work with dignity for iheir
own future. At a time when many
of their contemporaries in the world
have no possibility to get education,
do not know how to read and wrile
in their mother tongue, our youth
learn in schools and universities, ac-
quire knowledge in order to put it
in the service of the socialist Home-
land, to make it prosperous. At a time
when many of their contemporaries
in the world sleep under the bridges
and in slums, victims to drug ad-
diction and diseases, our youth grow
up healthy, without suffering even
remotely the consequences of such
life. At a time when many of their
contemporaries are used as cannon
fodder in imperialist wars, to serve
the sinister interests of the super-
powers, our youth keep vigilant watch
in defence of their freedom. The
ideologists of the bourgeoisie and their
revisionist servants keep ~ churning
words about the so-called freedoms
of the «free» world. These are noth-
ing but high-sounding phrases and
lies. Behind the articles of the Cons-
titutions of these countries about the
so-called human rights is hidden the
impossibility to realize the rights of
man in practice. Socialism alone en-
courages the full development of the

personality of the youth and all work-
ing people. Socialism alone opens
before the youth the perspectives of
the beautiful secure future, and ma-
kes them a reality.

After the 8th Congress of the La-
bour Youth Union of Albania, in
1983, in the work to carry out the
tasks of the historic 8th Congress of
the PLA, the whole youth of the
country was included in the revolu-
tionary movement: «Where there is
the youth, there should be the pro-
gressive»., This movement aims at
puiting the working, cooperativist,
and intellectual youth at the fore-
front of the struggle for the carrying
out of the tasks set in all fields. As
the banner-bearer of progress, the
youth realize their colossal force,
with physical and mental 6 energies,
which socialism enriches and mulli-
plies. In this process the youth put
into practice the general knowledge
acquired every day at school,.in work
and everywhere.

The most important objectives of
the youth are: in the field of pro-
duction the aim is to increase pro-
ductivity, strengthen the regime of
frugality, lower costs, introduce the
advanced technology, raise the tech-
nical-professional level of the work-
ing people, etc. At school the aim is
to carry out the tasks in the light
of the ideas of the 8th Congress of
the Party, which have to do with
the improvement of the quality of
knowledge acquired on the basis of
sound criteria of study, promotion,
the introduction of contemporary
knowledge in the teaching process,
the connection of lessons with prac-
tice, etc. In the social activity the
aim is to fight petty-bourgeois mani-
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festations, to maintain a socialist stand
towards work and property, to deepen
the socialist way of life, to combat
manifestations of conservatism and
liberalism in social and family rela-
tions, to educate the youth with the
patriotic and revolutionary traditions
of the people, etc. In the field of
defence the aim is to master the Mi-
litary Art of People’s War, to attain
the objectives set for raising the fight-
ing readiness in the shortest time, etc.

This movement includes other fields
and directions of the technical-
scientific revolution, art and cul-
ture, etc.

The attainment of the objectives
of this movement requires a high
fighting spirit of the youth organiza-
tion as a whole and every individual
member, an irreconcilable stand to-
wards any manifestation of bureau-
cracy and liberalism, the old spirit
of work and procrastination; it re-
quires examplary initiative in every-
thing and everywhere. By acting and
fighting in this manner, the Youth
Organization rises fully to the height
of its role as the aide of the Party.

In this year of the 40th anniversary
of the liberation of the Homeland the
movement of the youth to be at the
forefront of progress has reached a
new height. It includes all the youth
organizations of the country. On
every front of work and life, the
yvouth show everyday that they are
the youth of books, and work and
rifle, loyal to the people and  the
Party. From the distance of 40 years,
they see the road they have tra-
versed under the leadership of the
Party, the road of ceaseless battles
and victories, the road towards new
horizons.



ALBANIAN AGRICULTURE
ON THE ROAD

OF

ITS CEASELESS
DEVELOPMENT
~AND INTENSIFICATION

by LUFTER XHUVELX

The development of agriculture in Albania has taken place in two, both
extensive and intensive, directions. With the progress from one five-year
plan to the other, intensification has more and more

prevailed over extension

AGRICULTURE, AS THE BASIC BRANCH. OF THE ECONOMY, HAS
ALWAYS REPRESENTED TWO OF THE MAIN DIRECTIONS OF THE DE-
VELOPMENT OF THE COUNTRY. COMRADE ENVER HOXHA HAS POINTED
OUT, «OUR PARTY ADHERES TO THE LINE THAT WE MUST HAVE NOT
ONLY A DEVELOPED INDUSTRY. BUT ALSO AN ADVANCED AGRICUL-
TURE, THAT FOR OUR ECONOMY TO BE STRONG AND INDEPENDENT IT
MUST RELY ON BOTH FEET: INDUSTRY AS WELL AS AGRICULTURE.
THIS IS A MAJOR QUESTION OF PRINCIPLE WHICH HAS PARTICULAR
IMPORTANCE FOR OUR COUNTRY~,

THE SOCIALIST TRANSFOR-
MATION

OF AGRICULTURE —

A GREAT POLITICAL VICTORY
OF THE PLA -

On the day of its liberation Alba-
nia was a war-ravaged country with
a very backward agriculture. The
transformation of agriculture as ra-

' LUFTER XHUVELI — Rector of the
Higher Institute of Agriculture of
"Tirana .

pidly as possible was one of the main
tasks dictated by the time.

In the past, agriculture constituted
the main and almost only branch of
the economy. Eighty-five per cent of
the population of the country was
engaged in agriculture. The best part
of the land, however, was owned by
a handful -of landlords, beys and big
merchants. They oppressed and ex-
ploited the peasants.

The cultivated land accounted only
for 10.2 per cent of the total area.
On the coastal zone marshes and
swamps streteched over more than 13

per cent of the total area. Malaria,
which was endemic, took a heavy toll
of the lives of the inhabitants of this
zone.

Winter and summer pastures ac-
counted for 31 per cent of the area.

The tyrannical regime of ex-King
Zog had left agriculture in a state
of utter backwardness. The wooden
plough was in general use. Chemical
fertilizers, tractors and other farming
machines were altogether unknown.
The single-crop system (grain, - maize
or forage) was the rule. The extre-
mely low yields (not more than 7-8
quintals for wheat per hectare) were
the concrete expression of the back-
wardness of agriculture at that time.
Stock farming, with sheep and goats
occupying the main place, was just
as backward.

Forests were exploited barbarously,
as there were no rules for their pro-
per exploitation. Forests were admi-
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nistered according to the cadasiral
Taw of 1869 which divided them into
«private», «ecclesiastical», «commu-
nal» and <«state-owned». Uncontrolled
deforestation, over-grazing and fire
has brought about the degradation of
about 350,000 hectares of forests.

The centuries old feudal relations
kept people in poverty and inhibited
their initiative.

After the triumph of the people’s
revolution the time of transforma-
tions came for agriculture, too. Imple-
mented immediately after Liberation,
the Land Reform applied the principle
that «the land belongs to him who
tills it». It liquidated the feudal and
capitalist relations of land ownership
and expropriated the land holdings
of big landowners, the Zogite state
and, partly, rich peasants and re-
ligious communities. The expropriated
land was distributed among the poor
peasants. From the political stand-
point the Land Reform marked the
first important step towards the trans-
formations of the socio-economic re-
lations in the countryside. It turned
a centuries-old dream of our pea-
santry into a reality. The state sector
of agriculture (initially 13 enterpri-
ses) was created at the same time.

Under the new socio-political con-
ditions the peasant began enjoying the
first fruits of the people’s power. He
was gradually convinced of the pos-
sibility of a happy future for himself.
So, he stepped up his work and re-
doubled his efforts. The alliance of the
peasantry with the working class was
strengthened further. However, the
small-sized economies could notgo very
far. Their possibilities for the rapid
intensification of production and the
further social and cultural develop-
ment of the countryside were limited.
The Party saw the collectivization
as the only road for the rapid ad-

“vanceé of agriculture and the country-

side in general. In 1946, the 7 agri-
cultural cooperatives which marked
the beginning of the socialist trans-
formations in the countryside, were
set up. The correct line of the Party,
its clarifying work, the strengithening
of the material base, the improve-
ment of the well-being in the coun-
tryside, the rise of the political awa-

reness and the uplift of the cultural
level of the peasantry were the main
factors which made the -collectiviza-
tion of agriculture possible. As a re-
sult of the implementation of the di-
rective of the Party for the first pha-
se of the collectivization of agricul-
ture, namely, «We must neither hurry
up nor mark time», in 1955 there were
318 agricultural cooperatives.

The all-round assistance of the state
through the MTS (machine and trac-
tor stations), the breaking in and cul-
tivation of new land, land improve-
ment schemes, the creation of new
fruit-tree plots, the development of
animal husbandry, the proper admi-

nistration of forests, etc. changed the

physiognomy of the countryside fur-
ther. All this had a powerful influen-
ce on the peasantry which set out
on the road of socialism.

The 2nd Five-year Plan (1956-1960)
called for the further deepening of
the socialist transformations. All the
conditions existed for stepping up the
rates of collectivization of agriculture
and the ceaseless strengthening of the
cooperativist order. So after 1955 the
mass collectivization of agriculture
took place in the plains. Later collec-
tivization extended to the hilly and
mountainous areas, too. In 1967 it
was completed. In this way, with the
building of the socialist economic base
in the countryside the second revolu-
tion in the socio-economic relations
in the countryside was successfully
carried out. All was done with the
complete free will of the peasants
who were convinced of the advanta-
ges of collectivization. A number of
carefully programmed measures such
as price reductions, taxes relief and
payment facilities for surplus pro-
duction handed over the procurement
centres, strengthening of the links with
the MTS, technical assistance, sup-
plying of small farming machines to
the cooperatives, etc. made the su-
periority of the socialist order even
more obvious for the peasants.

However, the concrete conditions of
the building of socialism in the coun-
tryside called for other measures
which would mark a new step in its
development. So the united cooperati-
ves and, later, the higher type coope-
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ratives, were set up. They rais-
ed the level of socialization of the
group property to a higher level,
strengthened the cooperativist order
further, imparted a fresh impulse to
the development of the productive
forces, created the conditions for the
perfecting of the socialist relations of
production, brought cooperativist pro-
perty closer to the property of the
whole people.

In these four decades agriculture
developed alongside industry. Industry
and agriculture advanced hand in
hand and their achievements repre-
sent some of the greatest victories of
the correct Marxist-Leninist line of
our Party for the construction of so-
cialism. The total agricultural pro-
duction has increased about twice as
rapidly as the growth of the popu-
lation, and 1.7 fold per unit of acre-
age as compared with 1960. The
real income per capita has increased
12-20 per cent from one five-year
plan to the other. The meeting of all
the needs for bread grain locally
from 1976 on is the greatest achieve-
ment of our agriculture because it
has an influence on the further in-
crease of all the other agricultural
and livestock products. The land under
culture increased, too. With the mass
participation of the peasants, thou-
sands of hectares of terraces were cut
out on the hill slopes facing the
Ionian sea and huge plantations of
oranges, lemons and olives were set
up on them. Systematized fields and
terraced hill slopes made Albania a
richer and more beautiful country.

INTENSIFICATION —
THE MAIN AND PERMANENT
ROAD OF AGRICULTURE

The development of agriculture in
Albania has taken place in two, both
extensive and intensive, simultaneous
directions. Along with the extension
of the cultivated land through the
creation of new fruit-tree blocs, vine-
yards, olive-and citrus-tree groves,
and the increase of the number of
cattle in animal husbandry particular
attention has been devoted to in-
creasing yields. With the progress from
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one five-year plan to the other, in-
tensification has more and more pre-
vailed over extension. At the 8th
Congress of the Party the task was
set in the 7th Five-year Plan (1981-
1985) for a more than 90 per cenl
which should be achieved through
increasing crop yields and the pro-
ductivity of animal husbandry.

The Party of Labour of Albania
sees the intensification of agricul-
ture as an objective necessity, a com-
bination of the uninterrupted develop-
ment of the forces of production and
the socialist relations of production.
The Party conceives it as planned,
rational and harmonous development
of scientific bases of all the factors
conditioning production and ensuring
its growth at low cost. Through it
the Party aimes at securing the ad-
vance of all the branches of agri-
culture in conformity with the ge-
neral socio-economic development of
the country. While giving priority
to the development of agriculture in
the plains, it has never lost sight of
its development in the hilly and
mountainous zones. While strengthen-
ing the state sector of agriculture,
it has never allowed the develop-
ment of the cooperativist sector to
lag behind. Along with the streng-
thening. of the higher-type cooperati-
ves it has always seen to it that
the production of the other coopera-
tives is constantly increased. Along
with the priority intensive develop-
ment of the production of bread grain,
it has, at the same time, worked for
the complex and harmonous develop-
ment of agricultural production in
general. It has treated all these fac-
tors as inseparable elements of the
process of the perfecting of the so-
cialist relations in the field of owner-
ship, exchange, distribution, direction
and organization.

Studies were carried out for the im-
plementation of the directives of the
th Congress of the PLA for a distri-
bution as rational as possible of crops,
livestock and fruticulture among the
different districts, zones and agricul-
tural economies. This qualitative ad-
vance improved the concentration and
specialization of production, streng-
thened the cooperation between agri-

culture and livestock-raising and crea-
ted conditions for an effective rota-
tion of crops.

However, the socialist organization
of work and production could not be
done without carrying out deep-going,

changes in the ecology of agricultu- -

re. By means of ever increasing in-
vestments, more than 30,000 hecta-
res of new land were broken in and
another 120,000 improved through the
draining of swamps and marshes. The
largest land reclaiming and irrigation
scheme of our couniry (about 117,000
hectares) lies in the Mpyzege Plain in
the western part of the country, along
the Adriatic coast. :

The systematization carried out in
the hilly and mountainous zones and
the cultivation of new land have
changed the face of our country. Huge
plots of fruit-trees on hillslopes which
until recently were covered only with
uszless shrubs form now beautiful
«crowns» around our cities.

Water reservoirs and other drainage
and irrigation objects are built all over
the country and have made our agri-
culture to a large degree indepen-
dent from unfavourable weather con-
ditions. All-round land conservation
measures of a technical, organizational
and scientific character have increased
the fertility of the soil further. Along
with the doubling of the area of cul-
tivated land the coefficient of land
utilization per year has risen to 1.3
(30 per cent of the acreage is sown
twice a year).

Important changes have taken place
in the hilly and mountainous areas
which account for 3/4 of the territory
of the country. The correct agrarian
policy of the Party has brought about
the uninterrupted development of these
areas, the constant increase of pro-
duction and income and, as a result,
the improvement of the living con-
ditions there. The peasant is no lon-
ger economically or socially inte-
rested in abandoning the countryside
in which about 2/3 of the population
of the country live. The problem of
the depopulation and abandonment of
villages does not exist in our coun-
try.

Today the hilly and mountainous
zones account for about 52 per cent
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of the arable land and over 45 per
cent of the total agricultural produc-
tion of the country. In the ten-year
period 1970-1980 net incomes of the
peasantry have doubled. Beginning
from 1975 the state has granted the
hilly and mountainous cooperatives
over 400 million leks in long-term cre-
dits and 185 million leks in non-
returnable loans for productive invest-
ments. The state has taken a num-
ber of measures in favour of these
cooperatives, such as favourable pri-
ces for agricultural products, low pri-
ces for work implements, differentia-
ted tariffs for the work the MTS
carry out in the cooperatives, social
insurance, etc.

State investments in agriculture are
very large. Only in the years 1976-
1980 they accounted for 22.5 per cent
of the total investments. The bulk
of them is made in land improve-
ment reclamation and systematization,
in irrigation projects, in the produc-
tion of chemical fertilizers and me-
chanization of farm work. Although
the land fund has doubled, the areas
under irrigation has increased 54 per
cent. All the land in the plains has
been systematized and 70,000 hecta-
res of it have been drained. Apart
from terraces, anti-erosion works have
also been built in the hilly and moun-
tainous zone. An average of 80 quin-
tals of organic fertilizers and over 245
kgs of nitrogen, phosphorus and po-
tash is used per hectare. There is one

.15 HP tractor per every 25 hectares

of land. Work in wheat, maize and
sugar-beet fields is fully mechanized
in most of the plains area.

The genetic improvement of plants
is a very important investments for
the future. The work in this field is
based on the creative forces of our
workers and specialists. New home-
produced high-yield hybrid seeds and
cultivated varieties are being planted
all over the country. Such are the
cultivated varieties of wheat «Dajtir,
«29-73», the maize hybrids <«Rozafar,
«IJLB» and others. Advanced techni-
ques of crop rotation, ploughing, fer-
tilization, sowing and irrigation, pro-
cessing 'of agricultural products, etc.
are being applied on an ever larger
scale.
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The intensive development of agri-
culture has already yielded its fruits.
In 1983 we had an average yield of
31 quintals of wheat per hectar on a
national scale (45 quintals in the
high intensification zone of the plains).
The state farm of Plasa (Korca dis-
trict) had an average yield of 64
quintals of wheat per hectare; the hi-
gher 1type cooperative of Daj¢ in
(Shkodra district) took in 95 quintals
of maize per hectare over more than
800 hectares. Yields of 80 quintals
of maize per hectares are taken in
in thousands of hectares.

Fruticulture is a new sector of our
agriculture, but it, too, reflects its
intensification and development. Lar-
ge plantations of vines, olives, fruit-
trees, citrus-trees of 500-2,000 hectares
each have been set up with state in-
vestments. More work was done in
the space of three decades than in
several centuries before Liberation.
Today only two districts, those of
Berat and Fier, taken together have
more olives than the whole of Albania
had in 1938.

The olive groves and fruit-tree plots
set up in the terraces of the Lukova
and Jonufér hills in Saranda and Vlio-
ra and ranowned all over Albania,
just as the apple-tree plots of Korca
district and the fig-tree plantations
of Berat district.

Large-scale investments have en-
abled the application of advanced
techniques in the livestock-raising
sector, Now our livestock is made up
of high productivity breeds selected
according to the concrete conditions
of agricultural economies. In indus-
trialized livestock-raising complexes
the feeding of animals is done ac-
cording to scientific criteria and the
physiological condition of the ani-
mals, etc. In several livestock-raising
complexes of Tirana, Lushnja and
Shkodra districts yeilds of 4,000 and
more kg of milk per head are being
achieved from thousands of cows. The
construction of another 38 livestock-
raising complexes within 1985 shows
that our animale husbandry has en-
tered the phase of its industrial de-
velopment. Ten new big factories for
the processing of livestock products
and a whole complex of measures for

securing balanced feeds for cattle
will bring about a 30 to 55 per cent
growth of livestock production in
1985, as against 1980.

The intensification of agriculture
during these four decades has affected
the entire countryside. It has had a
powerful influence on the growth of
its population and the improvement
of its living conditions. The new villa-
ges have motor roads which link them
with the towns, running water, elec-
tric light, social cultural objects, shops,
ete, which has radically changed the
life of their inhabitants.

THE DEVELOPMENT

OF AGRICULTURAL EDUCA-
TION AND SCIENCE -~

A SOUND BASIS FOR A MORE
RAPID ADVANCE

Before Liberation the regime of
ex-King Zog pursued a policy of the
maximum limitation of education.
More than 80 per cent of the popu-
lation, in general, and more than 90

per cent of the peasantry in parti- .

cular, were illiterate. The state of
agricultural education was lamentable
indeed. Until 1939 there was only
one agricultural middle school with
a few students for the whole coun-
iry.

Within the four decades of the peo-
ple’s power the centuries-old back-
wardness was overcome once and
for good. This could not be done
without the general education of the
population. In the years of the peo-
ple’s power very great importance
was attached to agricultural middle
schools which today represent more
than half of the general and voca-
tional middle schools of the country.
There are more than 400 agricultural
middle schools. About 15,000 cadres
of medium training and qualified
workers graduate from them each
year.

The creation of a system of high
schools after Liberation was one of
the more important events in the field
of education, culture and science. The
High Institute of Agriculture of Ti-
rana was opened in 1951. Twenty years
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later, another such institute was set
up in Korga.

The High Institute of Agriculture
of Tirana is the more important na-
tional cenire of agricultural science
which trains specialists of different
profiles, general agronomers, agro-
nomers specialized in plant protec-
tion, fruticulture, economists, veteri-
narias, zootechnicians and forest en-
gineers. .

When the country was liberated
there were only 50 agronomers for
the whole Albania. Today 800-1000
specialists in agriculture graduate from
the High Institute of Agriculture,
ready to shoulder the tasks set by the
present and future development of
our socialist agriculture. They are
added to the army of 10,000 specia-
lists these Institutes and their affilia-
tes have turned out to this day. How-
ever, along with an education of a
mass character, particular attention is
attached to the raising of the quali-
tative level of the training of spe-
cialists. Parallel with general agri-
cultural education there is a multi-
-branch system of post-university qua-
lification and specialization which
functions through individual study,
long and short-term qualification cour-
ses, ete. S ‘ Y

The development and intensifica-
tion of our agriculiure are -closely
linked with the development of scien-
ce in our country, in general, and
agricultural science, in particular. Pe-
dological and agro-chemical studies
has been completed for the whole cul-
tivated area more than 10 years ago.
Agrotechnical studies are repeated
once in every four years. The ecri-
teria of land systematization, ploug-
ling, fertilization, irrigation, crop ro-
tation and the protection of land
against erosion are worked out on the
basis of these studies. Seed selec-
tion has been organized better, and
new high yield seeds and cultivated
varieties and hybrids have been crea-
ted (with yields of 80-100 guintals of
wheat and more than 100-120 quin-
tals of maize per hectare, etc.). The
regionalization of crops is done on the
basis of the experiments and studies
carried out in the respective zones.
Likewise, studies are carried out over
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problems of mechanization, fodder
crops, vegetables, fruticulture, animal
husbandry, forestry, etc.

The achievements of our agricultural
science are many. They are reflected
in the results of the vanguard econo-
mies some of which match advanced
world levels. The task set by the 8th
Congress of the PLA, «The many
problems related to the intensifica-
tion of agriculture can be successfully
solved only by placing all agricul-
tural production on rigorously scientific
foundations,»1 is being carried out on
a broad front. Nevertheless, agricul-
tural science in Albania has stil! many
problems to solve.

A large army of workers and spe-
cialists, participants in the technical-
scientific revolution, are engaged to-
déy in the solution of such problems
as the further increase of the ferti-
lity of land and the biological pro-
ductive capacities of new seeds, the
rapid introduction of new techniques
into production, the rapid improve-
ment of animal breeds, the raising
of the productivity of the forests, the
lowering of cost and expenditure for
production unit, etc.

There exist all the scientific, in-
tellectual and material conditions for
the fulfilment of the tasks set to agri-
culture. Ten scientific research ins-
titutes work for ‘it, and 10 agricultu-
ral stations and over 30 university
chairs are engaged in the solution of
scientific problems related to agricul-

tural production. These institutions,
equipped with laboratories and the
necessary equipment, co-ordinate their
studies, experiments and applications
with the work of the specialists of
agricultural economies. Advanced
thinking, studies and ex-
periments, designs and their applica-
tion, as well as co-ordination of ad-
vanced local experience with the pio-
neer achievements of world science,
constitute a sound basis for the so-
lution of all problems, no matter how
complex they may be.

Scientific

scientific

activities in agriculture
have already assumed their own phy-
siognomy. Studies of a more com-
plex character are being carried out
on an ever larger scale. Modern me-
thods of research and the achieve-
ments of modern biology, mathema-
tics, computer science, new economic,
financial and organizational methods
are being applied on a broad front.
Special attention is devoted to re-
ducing the time from the completion
of studies to their practical appli-
cation. All this greatly increases the
profitability of scientific work.
Scientific publications and libraries
help a great deal the qualification of
spacialists in agriculture. The library
of the High Institute of Agriculture
is an important centre of agricultural
literature. It plays the role of a cen-
tral library, being the most speciali-
zed institution of this kind for the
sector of agriculture, and is in close
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contact with all the libraries and
scientific institutions of the country

as well as over 120 institutes and

libraries abroad.

With what they have achieved so
far, agricultural education and scien-
ce are a sound guarantee that, in
the future, too, they will always pro-
mote the development of our socialist
agriculture in general and its inten-
sification in particular.

The achievements of our socialist
agriculture and countryside during
these four decades reflect the correct-
ness of the Marxist-Leninist line fol-
lowed by our Party and Comrade
Enver Hoxha also in the field of
agrarian policy, for the establishment
and ceaseless perfecting of the so-
cialist relations in the countryside,
for the uninterrupted development of
the productive forces, the harmonious
integration of agriculture, as the basic
branch of the economy, into the whole
national economy. The experience gain-
ed so far makes even more clear the
prospects for the future, when our
agriculture achieves even greater suc-
cesses.

1 Enver Hoxha, Report to the 8th
Congress of the PLA, p. 30, Eng. ed.



TOWN-PLANNING
OF THE PEOPLE ..

The achievements made hitherto

by our science of town-planning constitute

a great school of rich

experience and valuable lessons

for the future work, for the

major tasks which await it in order

to make our Homeland still more prosperous

THE |[BUILDERS’ SCAFFOLD HAVE BECOME A DISTINGUISHING
FEATURE, AN INSEPARABLE PART OF THE ALBANIAN SCENERY. CON-
STRUCTIONS GO ON IN EVERY QUARTER OF THE HOMELAND, IN TOWN
AND COUNTRYSIDE, IN THE PLAINS AND HILLS ON THE SHORES, AND
IN THE MOUNTAINSIDES IN THE INTERIOR. THE VOLUME OF CONSTRUC-
TIONS INCREASES AT RAPID RATES, AND THE ASPECT OF THE COUNTRY
CHANGES CEASELESSLY.

OUR PEOPLE HAVE BEEN GOOD BUILDERS SINCE OLD TIMES, AND
OUR MASTER BUILDERS HAVE DISTINGUISHED THEMSELVES IN THE
CENTURIES FOR THEIR SKILL AND FINE TASTE EVEN OUTSIDE THE
BORDERS OF THEIR COUNTRY. THEIR CREATIVE IMAGINATION AND
THEIR SKILL HAVE LEFT US WITH A RICH LEGACY — BUILDINGS OF
GREAT VALUE AS REGARDS THE HARMONY OF EXECUTION, PERFECT
SOLUTIONS OF THE COMBINATION OF FUNCTIONAL DEMANDS WITH
THE NATURAL SETTING AND WEATHER CONDITIONS, BUILDINGS EXE-
CUTED WITH FINE PROPORTIONS AND A VARIETY OF FORMS AND SUCH

DETAILS.

This can be seen not only in thou- Despite this our people did not build
sands of individual buildings all over in all the past centuries of their his-
the " country, in the monuments of tory as much as they have built in
culture, but also in groups of build- the last 40 years of their free life
ings, entire residential quarters, such of efforts and work to build social-
as those of the quarters of Man- ism. The liberation of the country
galem and Kala of Berat, the market- and the triumph of the people’s re-

place of Kruja, many quarters of Volution opened a broad road and
Durrés, Korga and Shkodra, and ver- brilliant perspectives to the rapid
tually the whole of the town of Gji-~ and many-sided development and ad-
rokastra. As documents which bhear vancement of the life, the economy
and culture. This very rapid deve-
lopment and progress could not be
achieved without increasing construc-
tions, as one of the important fac-
tors for the creation of the neces-
sary material conditions for the in-
dustrialization of the country, for the
radical improvement of the living and

dwelling conditions of the people, for
SOKR_AT Mo,_g;go :“/Irchzat S the extension of erlucation and health

the stamp of the capacity ol our peo-
ple as talented builders, which .power-
fully express the national physiognomy
and individuality, these masterpieces
of our popular architecture have
many technical and artistic qualities,
and are protected and maintained by
the state with great care.




services, for the ceaseless raising of
the cultural level of the people, etc.
Therefore, when our country, under
the leadership of the Party of La-
bour and Comrade Enver Hoxha,
began the implementalion of the mag-
nificent program of the rapid, har-
monized and planned development of
the economy and culture, special im-
portance was given to constructions.
Their volume has kept increasing at
more and more rapid rates.

Whereas in the 2nd Five-year Plan,
1956-1960, the volume of construc-
tions doubled against the st Five-
year Plan, 1951-1955, in the 7th Five-
year Plan, 1980-1985 it will be ten
fimes as great against the same pe-
riod of comparison. In 1950, the vo-
lume of constructions carried out was
nine times as great as that of 1938,
whereas in this jubilee year of the
40th anniversary of the liberation of
the homeland and the triumph of
the people’s revolution it is 170 times
as great. Therefore, now, in two days
we can carry out all the construc-
tions of the whole year of 1938.

In order to cope better with all
this great construction work, to har-
monize the development and growth
of our towns and villages, our peo-
ple’s state power created its new
town-planning science which solves
the problems of the distribution and

location of buildings on scientific
bases.
It is known that the character

of town-planning in different histo-
rical periods is determined by the
level of economic and social deve-
lopment, is connected with the natu-
ral and weather conditions and the
specific way of life and culture. But
as a field in which the operation
of many political, ideological, eco-
nomic and social factors are in play,
its activity is always determined by
the social order which engenders it
and which it serves. So, town-plan-

IN THE SERVICE

OKRAT MOSKO

ning has a marked class character.
Consequently, from the anti-popular
regimes of the past we have a num-
ber of towns and villages, in which,
despite the efforts of the people’s
masters to create buildings combin-
ing the functional with the beautiful,
the pronounced economic backward-
ness, the private ownership, the ex-
ploitation of man by man and other
ulcers of the old society with di-
vided antagonistic classes unavoidably
left deep traces in their complex
aspect as regards town-planning. All
this was reflected in the squalid
aspect of the towns in general, and
of the villages, as a whole, in the
very slow and irregular extension of
the constructions, in the class dif-
ferentiation of zoning and types of
construction, in the narrow streets,
in the lack of systematization, water
supply and sewer sysiem, etc. Insti-
tutions specialized in town-planning
studies did not exist and, consequent-
ly, the country had no town-planning
engineers. Even the partial odd study
that was made on sketching some
new road, especially before the Se-
cond World War, by foreign special-
ists, was mnot executed to the end
because it met with resistance on
the part of the private owners and
rulers.. As for some town-planning
studies and drafts of regulating plans
proposed during the fascist occupa-
tion for the towns of Tirana, Durrés,
Elbasan and some other centre, all
of them were worked out on the
basis of colonialist ambitions, with
the aim of creating suitable dwelling
and trading conditions for the oc-
cupiers and the local bourgeoisie.
Thus, the class differentiation of the
zoning of constructions were further
sharpened, at a time when the whole
country had a limited number of
towns, when only seven of them had
a population of over 10,000 inhabi-
tants, when the entire urban popu-

lation amounted to not more than
160,000 inhabitants, or 15 per cent
of the existing population of the
couniry, which is equal to three
fourths of the inhabitants of Tirana
today. With this slow and chaotic
development, the towns continued to
retain  their old mediaeval aspect.
Obviously, in these conditions, the
situation of the villages was still
morebackward than that of the towns.

That was the situation of cons-
tructions, the aspeect of towns and
villages, and the conditions of living,
40 years ago.

In order to live up to the brillaint
prospects opened up by the people’s
state, to cope with the great volume
of constructions that were to be car-
ried out at ever more rapid rates,
our new town-planning faced a series
of complicated tasks. It must precede
the rapid development and all-round
progress of the country, the har-
monized building of towns, vil-
lage and other inhabited cen-
tres, the industrialization of the
country and the modernization of
agriculture, the extension and raising
of the level of education, the health
and communal services, the develop-
ment and advance of culture, the
ceaseless raising of the standard of
living of the masses of working peo-

ple, in order to liquidate the back-
wardness and the wounds of the
past, in order to make the towns,

villages and inhabited centres as sui-
table for living as possible, in order
to liquidate class distinctions and to
bring about a complete harmonization
of the constituent parts of them. Our
socialist town-planning service car-
ried out these tasks with authority,
with a high ideological, technical-
scientific and artistic level. Only a
few facts and figures are sufficient
to demonstrate this.

In the last 40 years, the new buijld-
ings set up in towns and villages
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accommodate three fourths of the
whole population of the country,
which has increased three-fold, and

fhat of the towns only has increased
more than six fold. The constructions
made in the field of industry, agri-
culture, education, culture, health, etc.
bear no comparison with the pre-war
period, because they have increased
by scores and even hundreds of times.
The volume of constructions in 1980
as against 1980, in industry increased
42 fold, agriculture 2.7 fold, housing
2.8 times, and buildings for educa-
tion, culture, health services and other
sectors 6.9 fold.

All these constructions have been
executed in a harmonized way, on the
basis of town-planning studies. Each
town of Albania has its regulating
plans, which have been improved
upon from time to time in order to
respond to the demands of the time
and the rapid development of the
country as well as possible. Regu-
lating plans for all the villages of
the country were completed last year.
The constructions for housing, for
the needs of the sectors of educa-
tion, culture and health services, for
social buildings, for the economy and
communal services, in the villages are
worked out according to the hygienic-
sanitary demands and the esthetic
requirements of their inhabitants.
Besides the electrification of all wil-
lages, another, just as important vie-
tory has been achieved; all construc-
tions in the country-side are to be
made on the basis of regulating plan
and partial town-planning studies.
Just as for all the towns, these plans
and studies constitute the basis of
the expansion, modernization and im-
provement of the aspect of construc-
tions, so that the wvillages are built
with a variety of houses, against back-
ground full of greenery and light.

There is no town and village in
Albania which has not entirely chan-
ged its aspect in these four decades.
Even such towns as Berat and Gji-
rokastra, the aspect of which had
been formed in the centuries, have
been further improved and beautified
through the great number of new
buildings executed with great care so
as to ensure their harmony with the
old parts of the towns. Whereas such

old towns as Durrés, Shkodra, Kruja,
Korga, Elbasan, and Vlora etc. have
been transformed beyond recognition.
The extensicn, strengthening and trans-
formation of the towns and villages
of our couniry is a general pheno-
menon and a striking historical fact.
The many friends of our country have
noticed this. Some time ago, afler
a visit in Albania, a group of Italian
citizens who had participated in the
last War on the side of our partisan
brigades, declared that they could not
recognize our towns and villages be-
cause they found them entirely trans-
formes, enlarged and very beautiful
in comparison with what they had
known. And this regards only the
towns and villages which existed in
their time. But, a number of other
entirely new towns have been set up
all over the country. Among them
are the towns of Ballsh, Patos, and
Cérrik (the three of them centres of
oil workers), Maliq (with its sugar
refinery), Lag¢ (the town of the super-
phosphate fertilizer), Bulqiza (the cen-
tre of the chrome extraction), Prre-
njas (the town of iron-nickel extrac-
tion), Memaliaj and Valias (the towns
of coal miners), Lukova and Ksamil
amidst the cytrus-tree plantations
build on terraces, Kamza (the town
of agricultural students and wheat
growers), and many many more. The
waters of the lake of the «Drita e
Partisé» hydro-power plant at Fierza
sumberged the old town of Kukés,
but a new town was built entirely new,
without a single low house, complete
with many-storied dwelling-houses,
with educational, health, cultural buil-
dings, etc. on the hills on the edge
of the lake. Many a village has been ra-
zed to the ground by the earthquakes,
but the state of the people rebuilt
them with houses which respond to
the demands of the present and the
perspective, within a record short
time. Every single new building in
them is set up in conformity with
town-planning studies and regulating
plans, with the individual plans draftes
for each of them, in conformity with
the terrain and weather conditions,
and, above all, on the basis of the
principles of our socialist life, our new
town-planning science, which serves
the socialist order and has man in
the centre of its attention.

ALBANIA TODAY

Town-planning devotes is also spe-
cially interested in the attainment of
the objectives set on the basis of the
principles and objectives of socialism,
for the protection of towns, villages
and inhabited centres, industrial zo-
nes, recreation areas and all other
environments against pollution. Des-
pite the rapid an all-round develop-
ment of the industry of the country,
our environment has remained clean.

In order to cope with success with
the broad perspectives and great tasks
which have been assigned to cons-
tructions after the victory of the peo-
ple’s revolution, the new state set up
the respective organs in conformity
with the possibilities. So, in 1947 the
«Projekti» (designs) state enterprise
was set up as the first institute of
studies and designs in the country,
which among other things, covered
town-planning studies, too. This was
a pioneering enterprise in the field
of Albanian building designs. Today
in our country, where everything is
designed and executed entirely re-
lying on our own forces, we have
a complete system of institutes of stu-
dies and designs with specialized
branches, as well as the institute of
town-planning and architecture, with
branch offices of town-planning in all
the districts of the country. At the
state University we have the depart-
ment of architecture and construe-
tions engineering with the branch of
town-planning and architecture which
trains higher cadres.

The development, progress and rais-
ing of the level of our creative forces
in the town-planning sector has pro-
ceeded along with the requirements
of the uninterrupted increase of the
volume of constructions, indeed, pre-
ceding them with a view to working
for the distant perspective, for the
attainment of new targets, for the
further harmonization of constructions,
in order to make our town and villa-
ges still more beautiful.

The achievements made hitherto by
our science of town planning consti-
tute a great school of rich experience
and valuable lessons for the future
work, for the major tasks which
await it in order to make our Home-
land still more prosperous, in order
to meet the requirements of the pre-
sent and the perspective ever better.



THE DEFENCE

OF THE COUNTRY

IS BASED

ON THE ARMED PEOPLE

by METO METAJ

Only the army which is led by a Marxist-Leninist
party, which emerges from the people, which is trained, keeps vigilant

watch and lives with the people,

which remains loyal to the people, grows strong and invincible

THE PARTY OF LABOUR OF ALBANIA WITH COMRADE ENVER HOXHA
" AT THE HEAD HAVE ALWAYS CONSIDERED THE DEFENCE OF THE
HOMELAND AS THE DUTY ABOVE ALL DUTIES. IN THE PRESENT CON-
DITIONS OF THE SAVAGE IMPERIALIST-REVISIONIST ENCIRCLEMENT,
ESPECIALLY, IN WHICH ALBANIA IS BUILDING SOCIALISM, THE DE-
FENCE OF THE COUNTRY HAS ASSUMED FIRST-HAND IMPORTANCE. AS
A RESULT, OUR PEOPLE’S ARMY HAS BEEN CEASELESSLY STRENGTHEN-
ED ALONG WITH ALL THE OTHER ARMED FORCES, IN CLOSE CON-
NECTION WITH THE PEOPLE AND IN THE SERVICE OF THEIR CAUSE,
STANDING GUARD OF THEIR FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE. THE PARTY
HAS TAUGHT AND EDUCATED THE WORKING MASSES, ALL THE PEO-
PLE, THAT THE CONSTRUCTION OF SOCIALISM SHOULD NEVER FOR
A MOMENT BE SEPARATED FROM THE DEFENCE OF THE HOMELAND.
THIS CORRECT MARXIST-LENINIST LINE HAS BEEN SUMMED UP IN
THE WELL-KNOWN REVOLUTIONARY SLOGAN, <WE MUST BUILD SO-
CIALISM HOLDING THE PICK-AXE IN ONE HAND AND THE RIFLE IN
THE OTHER», WHICH WAS ISSUED IMMEDIATELY AFTER LIBERATION
AND BECAME THE MAIN «MOTTO IN THE ACTIVITY OF THE MASSES
OF THE PEOPLE».! THE ASSIMILATION AND IMPLEMENTATION IN LIFE
OF THE GREAT IDEAS EXPRESSED IN THIS MILITANT SLOGAN BY THE
PEOPLE, HAS SECURED THE FREEDOM OF OUR HOMELAND TODAY, THE
SUCCESS OF THE CONSTRUCTION OF SOCIALISM IN ALBANIA AND HAS
BECOME THE GUARANTEE FOR THE FUTURE.

L

The military line, as an indivisible The military thinking has developed

part of the general line of the Party,
has been defined by the Party to de-
fend and safeguard the victories of
the revolution.

METO METAJ —
litary affairs

Specialist in mi-

ir. step with the socialist construction,
the military line of the Party has
been improved, and changes and trans-
formations have been made in con-
formity with the stages of develop-
ment, the requirements of the time,
the situations created. These measures

have further strengthened the army
in general and all the armed forces
of the country have made them a
reliable support of our state of the
dictatorship of the proletariat.

The Marxist-Leninist military scien-
ce lies at the basis of the military
line of our Party. It is the materia-
lization of the teachings of Marx,
Fngels, Lenin and Stalin in the con-
crete conditions of Albania. It reflects
our revolutionary thinking and prac-
tice in the military field, the strategy,
tactics, and the concrete measures
which are taken to guarantee the de-
fence of the country.

In his work, «Civil War in France»,
in which Marx summed up the expe-
rience of the Paris Commune, he poin-
ted out: «The first decree of the Com-
mune was the liquidation of the
standing army and its replacement
with the armed people» Whereas
Engels, when he spoke of the com-
munist society in the conditions of
its encirclement by the bourgeois coun-
tries, stressed that it is easy for any
member of this society, who can carry
arms, to learn, apart from other things,
the use of weapons to that extent
which is necessary for the defence of
his country. Lenin has also stressed
that «the ruling class, the proletariat.
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must prove this also with its military
organization if it wants to rule», and
calls that «the army should merge
in one with the armed people».

All these teachings of the classics
of Marxism-Leninism express one sin-
gle idea: when the proletariat in a
given country takes power in its hands,
it must not relinquish its weapons,
on the contrary the whole people
must be armed as long as imperialism,
revisionism and the different enemies
to socialism exist.

These teachings have been taken
into consideration by the PLA and
Comrade Enver Hoxha and they have
been consistently implemented in the
struggle for the liberation of the coun-
try from foreign occupiers. The Na-
tional Liberation War was a general
armed uprising of a profoundly popu-
lar character. From the Resolution of
the founding meeting of the PLA (No-
vember 1941) the Party set the task to
prepare the people for the general ar-
med uprising politically and militarily,
uniting all the patriotic and anti-fas-
cist forces in the war. In the decisions,
orientations and directives which the
Party issued at that time, it was
stressed that the main link for achiev-
ing the objectives of the general
armed uprising would be the army
that emerged from the people, an ar-
my loyal to the end to their interests.
Put it would not be the only armed
force in the struggle for the liberation
of the country. Along with it there
would be the territorial armed for-
ces, the guerrilla units of towns and
villages under occupation. Thus the
entire people became the reliable sup-
port of the war. Comrade Enver Hoxha
has pointed out, «Our National Libe-
ration War brought the people to the
fore and here and only here lies the
reason for our victory.. Our war de-
veloped with success because our mo-
vement was a movement of the mas-
ses and had a popular character.»?

The war ended and the victory was
achieved, but the freedom and inde-
pendence that were won at the cost of
much bloodshed and innumerable sa-
crifices had to be defended, because
the enemies were there and are still

active. Therefore, after the liberation ’

of the counfry and during dhe period
of socialist construction, along with
the all-round work and measures that

the Party has taken for the moderni-
zation and strengthening of the stand-
ing army, it has also devoted special
care to the organization, arming and
military training of the whole people.
On this question it has proceeded
from the principle that the Homeland
belongs to the entire people, therefore
it must be defended by the entire
people. The army is only part of the
armed people. The implementation of
this principle gives our defence not
only a profoundly popular character,
but also preserves and further deepens
the revolutionary and popular character
of the army. Only the army which
is led by a Marxist-Leninist party,
which emerges from the people, which
is trained, keeps vigilant guard and
lives with the people, which remains
loyal to the people, becomes strong
and invincible.

.

The arming and military training
of the entire people is the concrete
implementation of the Marxist-Lenin-
ist line of the masses also in the field
of defence. The Party proceeds from
the principle that, as long as the re-
volution is the doing of the masses,
its victories too, can and must be
defended by the masses better than
anyone else, precisely those masses
which have assimilated and carry out
the teachings on the military art
of people’s war. «There is no army
which is stronger than the people
armed and militarily trained, and there
is no weapon which is more power-
ful than the popular war in the fire
of which any aggressor is consumed
and destroyed.»? Therefore, the notions
«goldier people», or «army of the sol-
dier people» in our country are not
mere slogans and words. We have
changed this into a reality in which
every citizen participates and is train-
ed in one military structure or the
other. And the force of this reality
the enemy sees and reckons with.

The arming of the people is not
merely a question of a subjective or
technical matter. This principe and
this reality stem from the very cha-
racter of our socialist order. The broa-

der is the socio-political basis of the
social order, the broader the .interest
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of the working masses for its defence
becomes. Therefore, the people are
armed only in a genuinely socialist
country, as Albania, in which the
working class, the working masses
really exercise power, in which the
people themselves are interested in
the defence of the Homeland and the
victories they have achieved.

In the world where capital, oppres-
sion and exploitation dominate, the
regime in power cannot permit the
working masses to arm themselves, be-
cause this would lead to the over-
throw of its own system, quite the con-
trary, stresses Comrade Enver Hoxha,
«the bourgeois army in general is the
bourgeoisie armed to its teeth, as an
army which confronts the proletariat
and the masses of the peoplex® So,
the bourgeoisie not only does not
allow the people to arm themselves,
but uses the army and police to
suppress the people, to stop them from
rising in the revolution. Precisely for
this aim it trains its army as a means
tc suppress the popular revolution,
to defend its rule, to realize its own
expansionist aims and ambitions. This
speaks of the profoundly reactionary
character of the bourgeois-revisionist
armies and exposes the views accor-
ding to which the armies are «supra-
class», «national», «extra-political»
groups. These armies, in fact, are de-
tached from the people, are anti-po-
pular. But since the bulk of the sol-
diers are the sons of the workers and
peasants whose interests are the op-
posite of those of the bourgeoisie, the
latter is forced to shut them up in
barracks to isolate them from the
people and to educate them with a
hatred against the people. Therefore,
the army of the bourgeois-revisionist
countries is weak, «because the class
which leads and uses it is deterio-
rating as such and heading towards
its fall, because the ideology and the
aims which inspire it are retrogres-
sive, reactionary, and doomed by his-
tory.»5

In our socialist country in which
the people are in power, the tasks the
Party has set in the field of defence
are the expression of the will, desires
and interests of our people. The co-
rrect understanding of this encourages-
the masses to fulfil and overfulfil
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the tasks of production, which is al-
so part of the problems of defence,
while at the same time giving special
care to the military training and the
increase of their military knowledge
and skill. The assimilation and mas-
tering of the military art today has
become the concern of the entire peo-
ple, in any structure.

While making the question of the
defence of the Homeland the con-
cern of the entire people, the PLA
has implemented another Marxist-Le-
ninist principle, the principle of self-
reliance. The teachings of history, both
past and present, have convinced the
Albanian people that freedom and
socialism can never be expected as
a donation from anyone, can never be
defended by the others. They are
won and guaranteed by the people
of the country under the leadership
of the Marxist-Leninist party. The
bourgeois-revisionist theories of cos-
mopolitism, of <«limited sovereignty»,
the preachings on the possibilities of
defending national sovereignty only by
accepting the umbrella of one super-
power or the other, by joining their
military-political alliances, etc., are
alien to the working people of socialist
Albania. All these so-called theories
and doctrines that the superpowers
concoct, are supported by the psycho-
sis of war and intimidating means.
Their aim, as Comrade Enver Hoxha
pointed out to the 7th Congress of the
Party, is «to create the capitulationist
idea that no state and no nation can
live outside the domination and tute-
lage of the one superpower or the
other.»6

The PLA has never based the de-
fence of the Homeland on foreign
aid; it has never allowed the foreign-
ers to trample the interests of the
Homeland and the people underfoot or
left the country to be involved in
their military-political and economic
situations. All this has been sanction-
ed in our Constitution which stresses
that: «The territory of the PSRA is
inalienable and its ~borders inviola-
ble» (Article 87), because «the station-
ing of foreign military bases and mi-
litary troops is prohibited» (Article 91)
in its territory, and because «..it is
prohibited to give concessions, to set
up other foreign economic and finan-

cial enterprises or joint enterprises
with the monopolies and the capitalist,
bourgeois and revisionist states and
countries, or receiving credits from
them» (Article 28), etc. These laws
of our socialist state are clear proof
of the application of the principle of
self-reliance in the practice of the
construction of socialism and the de-
fence of the Homeland. They reject
any submission to dictate and pres-
sures, the different «flatteries» of the
superpowers or any other power.

The consistent stand of our Party
on this line, relying completely on the
internal factor, on our human and
material forces, on the strength, pa-
triotism, courage of the people, on the
all-round training and constant fighting
readiness of the whole country, has
become the guarantee for peace, has
enabled us to cope with success with
the imperialist-revisionist blockades
and to build a strong economy, which
is stable and in continuous growth,
an economy without crises and infla-
tion.

The principle of self-reliance is a
universal principle, which is valid .for
any country and people who  wanl
to defend themselves or to rise up in
war for their own national and social
liberation. It has special importance
for our country. If the enemies dare
enter a military adventure against our
country, the peoples and the revolu-
tionaries of the world will rise in our
defence. But it is understood that the
main burden in it will fall on our
people. In the conditions when not
only individual aggressors but also
groups of aggressors might attack our
country, everyone, old and young, men
and women, all the soldier people
included in the structures of our de-
fence, will rise in war. This will occur
because our people, educated by the
Party with the lofty virtues of Jlove
of country and socialist patriotism,
know what they fight for; therefore,
they will fight with courage and self-
lessness to cope with any aggressor,
however strong it may be. Comrade
fnver Hoxha teaches: «History has
shown that the people, however small
and inferior in armaments they be,
who fight for a just cause and are
resolved to defend it to the end, are
invincible.»6
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Reliance on the entire armed people
constitutes the greatest guarantee not
only for the defence against any fo-
reign aggression, but also for carry-
ing our revolution forward, and pro-
hibiting the usurpation of the state by
the revisionists or the military caste.

The bitter experience of the advent
to power of revisionism in the former
socialist countries shows that the ar-
my, which had been wormed from
within, played a negative role. This
occurred in the Soviet Union where
Khrushchev took over with the direct
aid of the armymen, this happened
also in China where the army has
been used sometimes by one revision-
ist clan sometimes by another, etc.
«The American imperialists and So-
viet social-imperialists have carried
out military coups with which they
have brought to the head of the state
reactionary cliques in their own ser-
vice»? This is what the enemies B.
Balluku and Co., who were directed
and inspired by the multiple agent
M. Shehu, wanted to do in Albania.
In order to realize their aims they
tried to change the revolutionary po-
pular character of our army. But the
Party foiled their plans in the mak-
ing and defended the army from their
aims. Comrade Enver Hoxha says that
our army is not an army of barracks,
a caste shut up in itself which is
isolated from the people and above
the people, but an army which has
merged into one with the entire peo-
ple. Our working masses take part in
and train themselves as soldiers of
the people for the defence of their
state against any danger from any
quarter, just as they take an active
part in the governing of our socialist
state.

In the formation of the revolutio-
nary popular character of the army
our Party has always kept in mind
the teachings of the classics of Marx-
ism-Leninism. Lenin stressed, «It would
be a mystification, a humbug and a
lie to say that since there is a re-
volutionary army, it is superfluous to
arm the entire proletariat.. The work-
ers need have an army which is not
isolated from the people, want the
workers and peasants to merge in
one militia (read: army — M. M.) of
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the entire people~»® Whereas Stalin
writes: «Only when the victorious
people are transformed into a revolu-
tionary army are they in a position to
inflict total defeat to the dark forces
which keep low.»®

This stand, this great work of the
Party, has made our army, which
is inspired by the revolutionary ideas
of the proletariat, capable of defend-
ing the freedom, independence and
sovereignty of the people, stand guard
of the genuine democracy for our
working people and not the «demo-
cracy for a handful of capitalists.>

In socialist Albania the defence of
the Homeland as the duty above all
duties, as the great question of the
entire people, is not a mere slogan.
The duty for the defence of the Home-
land is the most important task, a
task of responsibility. With the defen-
ce of the Homeland we understand
the defence of the state of the dicta-
torship of the proletariat, the most
progressive order in the world, socia-
lism, and the guarantee for the con-
tinuity of this order on the road on
which the Party leads us. Our people
understand that socialism will exist
in Albania, the Albanian nation will
exist, people will be politically and
economically free, only in a free Ho-
meland. The building of socialism in
Albania depends on the fulfilment of
this task to defend one’s Homeland,
means to ensure the independence
and sovereignty of the people.

The defence of the Homeland is the
duty above all duties and the most
difficult duty of all. The work and the
struggle for the defence of the Home-
land call for great sacrifices. In this
case, our couniry, our people, our
socialist order are put to a great and
arduous test. Comrade Enver Hoxha
teaches us, «The question of the war
is a difficult guestion, from every as-
pect, from the human aspect, from
the material aspect, from the moral
aspect and from the psychological as-
pect>> In case of war, man is put to

test, even his life is required, a test
which has to do with the highest
degree of placing the general interest
above the personal interest. There-
fore, the Party has always taken mea-
sures to prepare the people militarily
and economically, as well as politi-
cally, ideologically and morally.

The defence of the Homeland as the
duty above all duties is dictated by
the situations. The Party has con-
tinuously made it clear that we live
in an international situation full of
threats and dangers. This situation
appears still more complicated in Eu-

rope and in the Mediterranean re-
gion. Comrade Enver Hoxha in his
speech before the electors said, «Now
we notice that in Europe, in the Me-
diterranean, in the Middle East and
in the Balkans, new tensions and con-
flicts, which constitute a direct threat
to peace and security of many coun-
tries of these regions, have been
created as a result of the hegemonic
policy and the brutal interventions of
the United States of America and the
Soviet Union.»10

The superpowers and chauvinist
states have not given up their old
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