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On the initiative of the Institute of History,
the Institute of Linguistics and Literature
and the Institute of Monuments,
the first Conference on the Illyrians
will be held in Tirana
from September 15 to 20, 1972.
The central theme of the Conference will be:
«The Illyrians and the genesis of the Albanians~.
The Conference will represent a synthesis of the results
achieved in the field of Illyrian studies in Albania.
The communications will treat archaeological
and historical problems
connected with the material and spiritual culture
and the political and social development

of the southern Illyrians !
from the beginning of the formation of the Illyrian
ethnos up to the epoch of the early Middle Ages
when the Albanian nationality starts,
The Conference will be attended
by Albanian and foreign historians,
ethnographers and linguists.

The illustrations on the cover
are devoted to this memorable event.
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solderer

«ln Our Country
The Working Class
Is In Power,
Leading Through
The Party

And The
Proletarian State
The Whole Life
Of The Country.
Its Leading

And Controlling
Role Is Decisive.
Without This Role
There Is No
Dictatorship

Of The Proletariat,
There Is No
Socialism».

ENVER HOXHA

Continuing its revolutionary Marxist-Leni-
nist traditions, our Party placed at the
center of attention of the 6th Congress
the question of reinforcing and raising to
a new level the leading role of the working
class and its vanguard party. This fun-
damental problem of vital importance
was thoroughly thrashed out in the
Congress, from the theoretical and

NEXHMIE HOXHA: Member of the CC
of the PLA, directress of the Institute of
Marxist-Leninist Studies under the CC of
the PLA.



For The Strengthening

Of The Leading Role
Of The Working Class
And The Perfecting

Of The

Party-

Class-Mass
Relations

practical aspect, and on a national and
international scale.

I

WITHOUT THE LEADERSHIP OF THE

WORKING CLASS AND OF ITS VAN-

GUARD PARTY, THERE CAN BE NEITHER

REVOLUTION NOR SOCIALIST CON-
STRUCTION

The historic mission of the working class
and the vanguard role of its party have
been the main preoccupation of the classics

of Marxism-Leninism, and have consti-
tuted one of the principal subjects of
their theoretical and practical activity.
They were the first to discover and
substantiate the creative role of the
working class and its mission as gra-
ve-digger of capitalism and buil-

der of the new communist society. Their
whole theoretical work is permeated by
the idea that under the new historical
conditions of the birth and development
of the capitalist society, a new leading
class in society, the working class, forms
and develops.

by NEXHMIJE HOXHA

Based on this idea, Marx, Engels, Lenin
and Stalin, worked out the whole stra-
tegy and tactics for the building of
the communist society of the future in
a way which would enable the wor-
king class to display in life its revolu-
tionary, creative and leading abilities.
Related to this are all their teachings
and struggle, in both theory and prac-
tice, concerning the hegemony of the
proletariat in the revolution, the com-
munist party as the leading, organizing
and inspiring force of the working class,
as well as the dictatorship of the prole-
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tariat. Connected with this idea are all
their demands for the destruction of
the old state aparatus and the creation
of a new apparatus, previously unknown,
an apparatus and mechanism which
would allow the working class to take
an active part in the construction and
management of the new classless so-
ciety.

This question has underlain the all-
out struggle which they have waged
with dauntless persistence and consisten-
cy for a full century against the nu-
merous bourgeois, pseudo-socialist, op-
portunist and revisionist currents within
the Labour movement and outside it.
At the present time, too, one of the
key issues of the great polemics between
Marxism-Leninism and the various bour-
geois, petty-bourgeois and revisionist
trends, is the question of the historic
mission of the working class in our
epoch, and of the leading role of its
party.

This fundamental question has given ri-
se to great distortions and speculations
by the bourgeois ideologists, the modern
revisionists and the other oppoments of
Marxism-Leninism, who are seeking to
prove that the Marxist-Leninist teachings
about the historic role of the working
class, its hegemony in the revolution,
and the proletarian party as its leading
force, have allegedly lost their value in
our time.

Seizing upon some new phenomena of
present-day capitalism, such as the tech-
nico-scientific revolution, the wide expan-
sion of state-monopoly capitalism, etc.,
the bourgeois and revisionist ideologists
speak today of the wdeproletarianiza-
tions of the capitalist society. They arri-
ve at the reactionary conclusion that the
working class has integrated itself into
the capitalist system, and has ceased
being a revolutionary force. They assign
the role of shock force in the struggle
against capitalism at one moment to
students or intelligentsia and at another
to the peasantry or other strata.

But the facts of contemporary life support
the teachings of Marxism-Leninism about
the working class and its decisive ro-
le in the revolution, confirming and rein-
forcing their correctness, while they re-
fute the bourgeois and revisionist argu-
ments.

There is no wdeproletarianization» of the
present-day capitalist society. On the con-
lrary, the ranks of the working class are

being continually swollen by the petty-
bourgeois strata of the city and the coun-
tryside; there is no integration into capi-
talism of the working class, which the
Marxist-Leninists never confound with the
corrupted stratum of the worker aristo-
cracy and bureaucracy. On the contrary,
the relations between labour and capital
are ltoday characterized by ever deepen-
ing opposition and confrontation caused
by the unprecedented intensification of
capitalist exploitation, the rising cost of
living, chronic unemployment, the mili-
larization of the economy, and the in-
crease of bourgeois violence and politi-
cal reaction in all fields. The irresisti-
ble growth of the wave of strikes and
worker struggles which, especially in re-
cent years, have shaken the foundations
of the capitalist order and have made the
bourgeoisie undergo one of the most cri-
tical periods of its history, is a living
proof that the working class always
remains the decisive force of the revolu-
tionary movement for the overthrow of
the system of capitalist slavery.

The bourgeois, revisionist, Trotskyist and
other ideologists of the present time ha-
ve also spearheaded their main attacks
against the Marxist-Leninist teachings on
the proletarian party and its relations
with the working class. This is under-
standable, because the performance of
its world historic mission by the wor-
king class is always connected with the
leading role of its vanguard, the Mar-
xist-Leninist revolutionary party. On the
correct relations between the working
class and its party depends, on the one
hand, the fate of the revolutionary mo-
vement and socialism and, on the other,
the fate of the proletarian party
itself. - <3
The betrayal of the modern revisionists,
the degeneration of many communist par-
ties into reformist parties, their sabotage
of the revolutionary movement and the
restoration of capitalism in the countries
ruled by the revisionists — all these factors
have caused a great ideological disorien-
tation and confusion on this vital ques-
tion. All sorts of viewpoints have been
spread, which claim that the theory of
the vanguard party is an invention of
Lenin’s which allegedly distorts Marx's
original idea about the relationship
between the spontaneous labour move-
ment and the political party of the pro-
letariat; that the party conceived ac-
cording to the Leninist concept is ne-
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cessary only for countries where the pro-
letariat is in a minority (thus advocating
spontaneity in the labour movement of
the developed capitalist countries), that the
party must serve only as a coordinating
instrument, but not as a leading body;
that the struggle for socialism can ben
waged and can triumph even without a
Marxist-Leninist proletarian party, under
the direction of the other political par-
ties and forces, of the trade unions, and
so on. As far as the rele and place of the
proletarian party in the conditions of the
socialist society is concerned the advo-
cates of such theories say that the pro-
letarian party must not run the socialist
state and economy, otherwise it will be
transformed into a bureaucratic appara-
tus, that the multi-party system must
exist in the socialist society, the existen-
ce of a wsocialist oppositions must be al-
lowed, the alleged «Stalinist» thesis about
the wsingle party» must be rejected, that
the proletarian party is necessary only
in the initial period, while later on it
loses its proletarian character and be-
comes a wparty of the whole peoples, etc.
These viewpoints, widely circulated at
the present time by the modern Yugos-
lav, Italian and Soviet revisionists, by
the supporters of socalled wsocialism with
a human faces, or by selfstyled «leftists
groups and trends, are at variance with
the entire historical experience up till
now, and with the facts of present-day
life, whereas the Marxist-Leninist teach-
ings about the party fully retain their
value,

The idea of the proletarian party is
like a red thread running through the
works of Marx and Engels, who continual-
ly stressed the mnecessity of the orga-
nizing of the working class as a poli-
tical party in itself. Basing himself on
their ideas, Lenin developed further the
Marxist theory about the party. The
world historic experience of the revolu-
tionary movement of the working class
confirms that their teachings are fully
correct, that there has never been a si-
tuation where the working class has trium-
phed over the bourgeoisie and built so-
cialism without its own Marxist-Leninist
vanguard party. Historical experience
shows that where the leadership of the
proletarian party has been lacking, not
ofily has no kind of transition to socia-
lism been possible, but also the national
liberation anti-imperialist revolution has
remained at the half-way stage.



The bourgeoisie, by means of the socal-
led «consumer society», with the help of
social-democracy which in many countries
participates in the exercise of power in
the interest of the bourgeoisie, by means
of the yellow trade union, through the
numerous possibilities created by state-
monopoly capitalism, making broad use
of parliamentary demagogy, etc. strives to
divert the working class from the road
of revolution. More than ever under pre-
sent-day conditions when the betrayal of
the modern revisionists has caused great
disorientation and confusion among its
ranks, to deny the necessity for a van-
guard proletarian party and to advocate
spontaneity, as the various revisionist and
uleftists ideologists are doing, means leav-
ing the working class disorganized and
unarmed, perpetuating the rule of the
bourgeoisie. On the contrary, today it is
more necessary than ever to have a pro-
letarian party of the Leninist type which
makes the working class conscious of
its interests, its role and strength, which
transforms it «from a class in itself into
a class for itselfs, which orientates, or-
ganizes and leads its practical struggle,
etc. Neither can we speak of its various
allies rallying around the working class,
and of their leadership in the revolution,
without the vanguard proletarian party.
The degeneration of the proletarian party
and the liquidation of its leading role
in the socialist society is fraught with fa-
tal consequences for the destiny of so-
cialism. Where the working class party
degenerates, the restoration of capitalism
becomes inevitable. This is the great his-
torical lesson that emerges from the re-
visionist tragedy which occurred in the
Soviet Union and in some other countries.
A particularly clear example of this is
Yugoslavia where the speculations on
«worker self-administrationn and the un-
derevaluation to the point of negation
of the leading role of the party, led to
the outburst of an irresistible wave of
spontaneity and the restoration of ca-
pitalism, to the complete disintegration
of the party, to its liberal and anarchist
degeneration, to its transformation into
a party of the social-democratic type,
to the loss of the leading role of the wor-
king class, to its dismemberment and di-
vision, and to the general confusion exist-
ing in that country today.

Vliash Prifti — Industrial city (engraving)
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Thus, the historical experience of our
days, in total contrast to the revisionist
teachings and practices, confirms that
the working class cannot carry out its
historic mission without its vanguard po-
litical party, that it exercises its leader-
ship in the revolution and in socialist
construction, above all, through its party
as well as through the state of the dic-
tatorship of the proletariat after it has
seized power.

Both the historic mission of the working
class in the struggle for the overthrow
of capitalism and the building of the
socialist society, leading the working
class, are quite Icear to the Marxist-Le-
ninists. The question is how to effecti-
vely ensure and exercise the leading
role of the working class and how to
preserve and continually strengthen the
proletarian character of the party. For
this there exists a great positive expe-
rience which must be borne in mind and
further deepened and enriched. But, as is
shown by the example of the failure
of the second International and espe-
cially by the example of the revisionist
degeneration of many communist parties
at the present time, there also exits a
negative experience from which lessons
must be drawn.

This experience shows that in the socia-
list countries, where the proletarian par-
ty is in power, the danger of its revi-
sionist degeneration and of the liquida-
tion of the leading role of the working
class mainly stems from ideological and
political confusion, from the bureaucrati-
zation of the party and of its leading
cadres, from their detachment from the
class and the masses,from the sidetracking
of the direct role of the masses in run-
ning the country, from placing the party
above them, as occurred in the Soviet Union
and in some countries of people’s demo-
cracy where power was seized by the re-
visionists. Under these circumstances, in
the name of the strengthening of the
leading role of the party, conceived in
a bureaucratic way, its leading organs
and apparatuses, the cadres at all levels
of the system of the dictatorship of the
proletariat were gradually opposed to the
masses; the party and the cadres esca-
ped the control of the class and the mas-
ses and began to degenerate. At present
the Communist Party of the Soviet Union
has retained nothing of its former prole-
tarian character, not so much because of
the fact that at its 22nd Congress it was

proclaimed a wparty of the whole peo-
ple» but especially because today it is an
instrument at the service of the bureau-
crat bourgeoisie against the vital inte-
rests of the working class and socialism.
The Khrushchevite revisionists are striy-
ing in vain to manoeuvre by almost
completely ignoring the abortive thesis
of the wparty of the whole people» and
stating on every possible occasion that
the working class allegedly continues
to lead in the Soviet Union. This is done
solely with a view to hoodwinking
social opinion at home and abroad.
The right and left-wing opponents of
Marxism-Leninism present the danger of
the degeneration of the working class
party when it comes to power, as a
fatality which allegedly stems from the
party’s leading role in the socialist state.
This is a flagrant invention. This dan-
ger does not stem at all from the na-
ture and the leading function of the
party in the socialist society. It arises
only when a loophole is provided for the
pressure of the external and internal
bourgeois influences of the old society
on the party.

The positive experience of our Party and
of the other Marxist-Leninist parties clear-
ly shows that it is fully possible to cope
successfully with the danger of bureau-
cratic degeneration of the party and al-
ways keep pure its proletarian charac-
ter,to strengthen and deepen the leading
role of the working class in the process
of the uninterrupted development of so-
cialist revolution.

Our Party of Labour has been able to
withstand the revisionist storm which
infected and destroyed many great and
powerful proletarian parties, to preserve
intact its proletarian character and further
promote unwaveringly the revolution and
socialist construction in our country be-
cause, on the one hand, it has carried
out a persistent struggle and has adop-
ted effective measures for the conti-
nuous revolutionisation and strengthening
of the party as the vanguard of the class
and as the leader of all the popular masses,
and, on the other hand, it has known
how to build correct relations with the
class and the masses, ensuring the neces-
sary conditions for their direct partici-
pation in running the country and for
the exercise of their direct control over
everything and everybody.

The ideas of the Party and of comrade
Enver Hoxha about the direct control of

.
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the working class are a creative conti-
nuation of the Leninist ideas about this
problem, ideas which have been forgot-
ten and falsified by the revisionists. They
are a further development and enrich-
ment of these ideas concerning the pla-
ce and role of the party in the system
of the dictatorship of the proletariat, the
function of the mass organisations under
this system, as well as the activity, pla-
ce and role of the working class and the
masses in the functioning of the mecha-
nism of the socialist society, which is rea-
lized and is improved through their di-
rect participation in running the country,
and through the direct control which they
exercise. The activity of our Party and
of the labouring masses in the implemen-
tation of direct control, for which little
historical experience exists, is truly a
creative contribution to the theory and
practice of scientific socialism.

Under our present-day conditions, in com-
pliance with the present stage of the de-
velopment of the revolution in our coun-
try and bearing in mind the negative
experience of what occurred in the Soviet
Union and in some other countries, it
is necessary to concentrate further on the
following :

the uninterrupted perfection of the party-
working class-mass relations ; the conti-
nuous revolutionisation of the party; the
uninterrupted increase of the direct parti-
cipation of the working class and the
masses in the questions of management
and their direct control over everything;
the further development and deepening
of the democracy of the masses.

The 6th Congres of the PLA pointed
out that «the general road of the streng-
thening of the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat, of the entire socialist order,
is the development of the democracy of
the masses... Drawing the masses on as
broad a scale as possible into the run-
ning of the country, has been and re-
mains the unchanging line in the enti-
re activity of our Party and of our pro-
letarian State in the building of socialism.
We consider this participation as. the
main direction of the deepening of so-
cialist democracy in actions,

The Party has also closely connected its
own strengthening with this great revolu-
tionary process and has made it depen-
dent on it, on the dialectical and unin-
terrupted development of the democracy
of the masses. The party is the vanguard
detachment of the working class, but not
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a detachment ruling over it; it is the
supreme organisation of the working
class, but not an organisation separated
from the class. That is why our Party
has fought and continues to fight any
manifestation of bureaucratism and au-
thoritarian spirit which hinders the
strengthening of the tie with the mas-
ses, and impairs the mutual party-class-
mass confidence; il consistently pursues
the mass line; it creates conditions for
the drawing in and training of the masses
in running the country and its affairs.
Our Party has accumulated a wealth of
experience on the road of the revolutio-
nisation of the party and of the drawing
of the working class and of the other la-
bouring masses into the affairs of ma-
nagement. This allows it to make very
useful generalisations which serve to in-
creasingly deepen the theory and practice
of the full construction of the socialist
society, as it marches through untrod-
den paths.

I

THE STRENGTHENING OF THE LEA-
DING ROLE OF THE WORKING CLASS
AND THE GROWTH OF THE DEMO-
CRACY OF THE MASSES REQUIRE THE
THE CONTINUOUS PERFECTING OF
THE PARTY-CLASS-MASS RELATIONS

Our Party, viewing the system of the dic-
tatorship of the proletariat as a dynamic
system, in the process of development,
is continuously perfecting it by endea-
vouring to strengthen the leading role
of the working class and to increase
the direct participation of the working
class and the masses in running the
country, and their direct control over
everything.

The extension of the participation of the
working class in the affairs of manage-
ment, the strengthening and improvement
of the worker control, aim at raising to
an ever higher level the leadership and
responsibility of the working class as the
leading force of the socialist society;
they aim at increasing its active role in
every field of life, at the same time se-
curing the proletarian character and the
strengthening of the party from every
point of view as the vanguard of the
class, no allowing the creation of even
the smallest gap between the class and
the proletarian party.

The two most recent Party Congresses,
the plenary sessions of the Central Com-
mittee and comrade Enver Hoxha in his
speeches have made very important gene-
ralisations about this.

In order to solve the new problems which
life continually raises, il is imperative to
reconsider, renew and enrich the for-
mer methods and forms of work and
organization, to continually purge the acti-
vity of the party and state organs and
apparatuses of their routine, and their
conservatism, which hinder the imple-
mentation of the clear revolutionary de-
cisions and directives of the party.
Many of the problems arising today with
regard to the participation in the affairs
of management and direct control of
the working class and other working
people could not be solved in the pre-
vious stages of the revolution. As was al-
so pointed out at the 6th Congress of
the Party, today a series of new objec-
tive and subjective conditions have been
created which necessarily require a broa-
der and deeper participation of the work-
ing class and labouring masses in the ma-
nagement and direct control of affairs.
Comrade Enver Hoxha, at the 6th Con-
gress of the Party and subsequently in
his speech delivered in Mat, pointed out
that the road for the further strengthen-
ing of the democracy of the masses, for
the growth of the role of the working
class and of all the working people in
the whole life of the country, leads
through the perfecting of the relations
between the party, the working class and
the masses; between the party, the sta-
te power and mass organisations.

On the basis of the directives of the
6th Congress of the PLA and the revolu-
tionary experience in our country, I shall
set forth below some of the problems
that arise in connection with the perfec-
ting of these relations.

The perfecting of the party-class-mass
relations is aimed at ensuring the more
active participation of the working class
and the masses in working out the po-
litical line and the directives of the
party and in checking their correctness
in practice; it is aimed at increasing the
ideological conviction of the working
class and the broad masses in the cor-
rectness of the political line of the party
and at raising to a higher level their
mobilization in the implementation of
its decisions and directives consequently,
at strengthening the ties of the party
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with the masses and the mutual con-
fidence between them.

Our Party, fulfilling the role of the
vanguard of the working class, of the
leader and teacher of the masses, has
never forgotten that it is the offspring
of the class and of the other working
masses, and their permanent pupil

Tt has listened most attentively to the
voice of the masses, it has continually
consulted them on problems of decisive
importance for the destinies of the
country and the revolution. The con-
sultation with the masses was extended
in particular after the 5th Congress of
the Party. The creative thought of the
masses, expressed in the great popular
debates and consultations for the work-
ing out of the fifth five-year plan, for
the struggle against bureaucratism, for
the further revolutionisation of the
school, for the liquidation of the ma-
terial bases of religion and for the
struggle against religion in general, for
the complete emancipation of woman,
for the reconsideration of our legisla-
tion, etc.,, has played a very important
role in working out and implementing
the decisions and directives of the party
on these capital problems of the complete
building of the socialist society.

But this experience teaches us at the
same time how to further extend and
improve the consultation with the mas-
ses, how to make this a daily method
of all the organisations and leading
organs of the party, of all the commu-
nists so that the working class and the
broad labouring masses themselves
should also take part directly in working
out the line, decisions and directives
and in defining the policy. Forgetting
or neglecting this aspect leads to the
bureaucratization of the party and state
and to their detachment from the mas-
ses.
The extension and perfecting of the
drawing of the creative thought of the
masses into the working out of deci-
sions and directives necessarily requires
that consultation with workers and the
other labouring masses should take
place regularly, it should become a
method and habit of work of all the
organisations and leading organs of the
party, of all the communists, from the
centre to the grassroots for every deci-
sion they have to adopt, for every im-
portant problem they have to examine
and solve. In order to enable the masses
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to have their say on these problems,
it is necessary to set before them pro-
jects, theses, and guidelines, and also
to provide them with sufficient time
to think over and formulate their re-
marks and proposals.

The working out of decisions and di-
rectives together with the workers, with
the cooperativists, and with the non-
party intellectuals, increases the guaran-
tee of their implementation, for the
conviction is created in the conscious-
ness of the masses that the decision or
the directive is not exclusively the work
of the organ or organisation of the
party that has adopted it, but is is also
the work of the labouring people. In
this way, the working people do mnot
feel that they are merely implementing
the decisions adopted by a minority,
even if it be on behalf of the working
class, but they feel at the same time
that they are active participants in mat-
ters of leadership, creators of the po-
litical line of the party.

The contribution of the working class
and of the other labouring masses to
the working out of the political line
of the party would be incomplete if it
were limited only to the drawing in of
their creative views for the working out
of the decisions and directives. «We can-
not proceed from the principle — com-
rade Enver Hoxha teaches - that the
directives of the party, inasmuch as they
are the result of all-out work done
with the broad participation of the
masses of the people, can all, without
exception, be flawless, easily realizable
and correct to implement. In no way
can it be said that, since they are
directives of the party, everything will
be carried out blindly, without effort
or struggles. (From the Mat speech:
«The masses build socialism — the party
makes them consciouss).

Such shortcomings could be repaired
better and more quickly with the direct
participation of the masses in checking
the correctness of the directives and de-
cisions during the work for their imple-
mentation. Such a verification of the
correctness of the line and decisions is
a law, a permanent requirement of the
lively and dynamic development of so-
cialist society. This presupposes that the
workers and peasants should speak out
with courage about every obstacle they
run across, about everything, big or
small, that does not work, that is mnot

correct, saying why it is not correct,
and expressing their opinion also about
how it could be improved.

Our party has a broad experience in
informing social opinion. It has con-
tinnally used information, explanation
to the masses, as a powerful means to
convince them of the correctness of its
political line and to mobilize them in
the revolutionary struggle. However,
under the new conditions created in our
country and with the great prospects
opening to it on the road of the comple-
te building of socialism, it becomes ne-
cessary for the information work to be
further extended, and for the content
of its forms and methods to be
improved. In this respect, comrade
Enver Hoxha says, a more active role
should be played by the press wwhich
has a duty to make the masses better
acquainted with the situation and the
problems, to strengthen criticism, and to
become to a larger extent a forum for
the lively thrashing out of opinions for
reflecting and summing up the expe-
rience of the masses in socialist construc-
tions. Alongside the press, the other in-
formation institutions, particularly the
radio and television, have an important
role.

THE DIRECT CONTROL OF THE WORK-
ING CLASS AND THE LABOURING
MASSES OVER THE ACTIVITY OF THE
PARTY AND OF ALL THE COMMUNISTS
IS OF GREAT IMPORTANCE FOR THE
PERFECTING OF THE RELATIONS BE-
TWEEN THE PARTY, THE CLASS AND
THE MASSES

The importance of such a control has
now been made clear by the Party and
by comrade Enver Hoxha. Control only
from above and the placing of the par-
ty, the state and the leading cadres
outside the direct control of the working
class and the labouring masses from
below, is fraught with very grave con-
sequences for the cause of socialism.
Direct control by the masses and in the
first place by the working class is an
indispensable condition to safeguard the
party and the socialist state against
bureaucratism and revisionist degenera-
tion.

There are still people who think that
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as long as the party is leading, as long
as it pursues a proletarian line, nobody
has the right to exercise control over it,
while the party has the right to con-
trol everything. There are communists
who think that since the party is in
power, they, as members of this party,
can be allowed to do whatever they
please, they can even trample under-
foot the laws of the skate and the rights
of the people. Such communists, even
when they give verbal acceptance to
the working class control over the party,
do not in practice allow the control by
non-party people over the party orga-
nisation and the communists.

Without doubt such viewpoints and
stands are entirely alien to us and must
be resolutely fought.

But the most important thing is to
struggle to create all the conditions for
the effective and continuous exercise of
direct control first and foremost by the
working class over the party and the
communists.

First, for this purpose it is necessary
to use all ways and means to make
the workers fully aware that it is their
indisputable right to control the party,
its organisations and leading bodies, for
the party is an integral part of the
class, to make all the working people
aware that it is their indisputable right
to control the activity and behaviour
of the communists, since the communists
are servants of the people; to make the
masses deeply aware that without such
a control, they cannot advance on the
road of socialism.

Second, this raises the task of the basic
organisations and leading organs of the
party to encourage in every way criticism
by the masses, the free and courageous
expressing of views, and to severely
condemn every attempt to stifle the voice
of the masses, every effort of the bu-
reaucrats to settle things without con-
sulting the masses. It is particularly
important to adopt an extremely atten-
tive stand towards the criticism, re-
marks, proposals of the masses. towards
the problems and conclusions of the
worker control. The party teaches us
that nothing raised by the masses, by
the worker control, should remain
unanswered and no proposal which is
considered correct and applicable should

The assembly worker
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be ignored. Those who are trying to
keep the remarks and proposals of the
masses in closed drawers, those who
drag out endlessly the solution of the
collective proposals, should come under
the fire of criticism, and the open jud-
gement of the masses. «Wat the wor-
kers say, comrade Enver Hoxha stressed
in Mat, must be carried out within
the shortest possible time, for it is

the control of the class; otherwise
there is no class control, but only
wordse,

Third, it is necessary for the party orga-
nisations to render account directly to
the working collective, and not only to
call others to account. There are various
forms which can be used in rendering
this account. The Central Committee and
comrade Enver Hoxha have several times
warned against the closed work which
is often carried out by the party orga-
nisations in the work centres and in
the countryside, allegedly to maintain
vsecrecys, but which in fact is a hang-
over from the difficult times of the
national liberation struggle and of the
early postliberation years; it is the re-
flex of an old method of work which
is no longer appropriate to the present-
day stage of development of our so-
ciety. One of the forms that has been
used so far has been the invitation of
non-party working people to open meet-
ings of the organisation. The parly grass-
root organisations frequently work with
the masses on the decisions of the par-
ty, but this is done mostly with the de-
cisions of the Central Committee of the
Party, while it has been practised less
with the decisions of the party orga-
nisations of the districts, regions and
work centres. It would be useful to
employ more widely special meetings
of the collective, where the organiza-
tion reports on important economic, ideo-
logical, social and other problems which
it considers most urgent and requiring
the creative thought and mobilization
of the working people, or where it
makes self-criticism in those cases in
which it has not performed its duty as
leader in the appropriate work centre.
This would greatly contribute to the
growth of the role of the basic organi-
sation of the party. It would be useful
to give further encouragement to the
working people to demand accounts from
the basic organization and the leading
organs of the party by means of flash

posters, as has been successfully done
in recent times.

Besides the basic organisations, it will
be necessary for the district and re-
gional party committees, also, to com-
municate more directly with the masses
and render account to them. The Cen-
tral Committee of the Party frequently
practises such a method by publishing
and distributing its reports, decisions and
directives, comrade Enver Hoxha's spee-
ches and those of the other party
leaders cr by directly addressing the
masses through letters and other forms
which have left a deep impression on
the working people and have inspired
them in their work.

Fourth, it is essential, as was pointed
out at the 6th Congress of the Party,
that the masses should be constantly
informed of the activity of the grass-
root organizations and of the leading
organs of the party. Without being in-
formed in detail of the decisions and
directives they adopt and of their acti-
vity in general, the workers have no
way of judging the affairs of the leader-
ship, they cannot contribute by their
creative thinking to the working out of
the political line, they cannot demand
account from the party organs and orga-
nizations, and they cannot exercise their
control over the party.

The working class control over the
party certainly cannot be understood as
though this control were exercised only
over the external activity of the orga-
nisations and organs of the party but
it is exercised over many other ques-
tions which are connected with their
internal life, without violating the prin-
ciples and norms of the party consti-
tution, without violating the rules of the
internal life of the party organisations.
The basic organisation of the party in
a work centre is not only a representa-
tive of the party but also a represen-
tative of the working class, it is also
a representative of the working collec-
tive of the work centre concerned, which
has brought it forth from its ranks in
order to lead it. From this point of
view it is not correct that the basic
organisation, as occurs in some cases,
should be responsible only to the party
committee and not feel itself dependent
on the collective or, even worse, place
itself above the collective. This brings
numerous dangers, and paves the way to
the bureaucratization of the party and
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to its detachment from the masses. The-
refore, it is necessary for such stands to
be determinedly fought and corrected.
In what directions can the class con-
trol be exercised over the inmer life
of the party?

One of the internal problems of vital
importance to the party is the question
of the admission of new members. The
experience of the party shows that this
issue can proceed on a correct road
only with the active participation of
the working class and of the other non-
party working people. The workers have
a duty to see that the most loyal and
the most capable fighters for the de-
fence of the class interests, and of so-
cialism, should enter the party. There-
fore, to act correctly in the case of
every new member we must obtain the
preliminary opinion of the labouring
masses of the centres where the can-
didate works, and of the circle of the
working people where he lives. In this
way the mandate for admission to the
party is also given to the new commu-
nist by the working people. Only in this
way can we ensure that people who
join the party are truly worthy of re-
presenting the interests of the working
class, and enjoy the confidence of the
masses.

Through this participation the working
class will see to it in the first place,
that the party directive on the constant
reinforcement of its worker composition
as one of the indispensable conditions
for the preservation of its proletarian
character, is carried out. It is known that
great progress has been made in this
respect. The 6th Congress of the Party
reported that now the workers occupy
the first place in the social composition
of the party with 36.41 per cent of
the total number of the communists. The
growth of the worker composition of the
leading bodies of the party has been even
greater. Today 55 per cent of the mem-
bers of the district party committee, and
85 per cent of the members of the basic
party organisations in enterprises, are
workers in situation and origin, or have
themselves been previously workers. This
is an important victory.

However, a worker majority does not
always automatically ensure the proleta-
rian character of the party. Our party
has preserved its proletarian character
even under the conditions in which its
worker composition for known objective
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reason, was very small. It has filled this
vacuum with the proletarian education
of the communists. By contrast, in the
CPSU and in a number of other commu-
nist parties the comparatively high per-
centage of workers lost its significance
under the conditions of the lack of pro-
letarian tempering of the communists,
and the revisionist ideological and poli-
tical degeneration of the leadership of
these parties.

Therefore, our party has continually
stressed that the working class, while
paying attention to the increase of the
proletarian composition of its party, is
dutybound to ensure that this is accom-
panied without fail by the proletarian
ideological tempering of the communists,
in combination with revolutionary action.
Continuous attention should be paid to
ensure that the communists are active,
in their overwhelming majority, on the
advanced front of socialist construction,
directly in production, occupy the most
difficult posts and provide an example
everywhere. This would also contribute
to the better extension of the basic party
organisations and to a more correct dis-
tribution of the communists.

Another aspect of the internal life of
the party, in which it can often be useful
to seek to draw in effectively and on
a wide scale the opinion of the wor-
king people, and in the first place of
the working class, is the question exa-
mined in the organisations or leading
bodies of the party concerning disputes,
violations of unity and coteries in some
basic organisations, the activity, the at-
titude and behaviour of the communists,
their raising to responsible posts, their
decorations, mistakes and punishments.
Whenever the working people have been
consulted on these questions correct eva-
luations have been made and correct de-
cisions have been adopted. On some other
occasions, mistakes have been allowed,
and it has then been necessary to over-
rule the respective decisions by the in-
tervention of the supreme leading organs
of the party.

The extension and continual improvement
of the participation of the working mas-
ses in the examination and solution of
such internal questions of the party will
reinforce the twoway centrol to which all
the communists must be subject, and will
contribute to the constant revolutioniza-
tion of the organisations and members of
the party.

The perfecting of the party-cadres-mass
relations aims to increase the active par-
ticipation of the working class and of
the broad strata of the working people
in the continuous proletarian training
and tempering of the party and non-
party cadres, in the avoidance of their
bureaucratization, in the strengthening
of mutual confidence between the masses
and the cadres, and consequently also
between the masses and the party and
the state.

The bitter experience of the Soviet Union
has clearly shown where the bureau-
cratic relations between the cadres and
the masses, the separation of the cadres
from the masses, their removal from
the control of the masses, the submission
of the masses to the cadres, lead. The
creation of privileged strata of the cadres
in the Soviet Union turned them into real
bourgeois rulers, and this became one of
the main causes of the destruction of
the dictatorship of the proletariat and
the restoration of capitalism.

Our party has forcefully fought against
the bureaucratization of the cadres,
against manifestations of formalism and
officialism in their relations with the
masses, it has fought and continues to
fight against any manifestation of arro-
gance and complacency that may appear
in some cadres of the party or of the
people's power. It has adopted a series
of very important measures in order
to establish and maintain correct re-
lations between the cadres and the mas-
ses. Such wellknown measures include
the narrowing of wage differentials
through the reduction of high wages,
the participation of cadres in produc-
tion, their transfer, the abolition of
army ranks, etc.

However it must not be thought that
everything has been solved in our coun-
try and that there are no problems.
The perfecting of relations between the
party, the cadres and the masses implies
among other things the improvement of
the double dependence of the cadres:
form above -~ on the lsading organs;
from below - on the workers and
peasants, on the masses of the people;
in other words a correct combination
is required between centralism and de-
mocracy in the entire policy of the
cadres, between the party leadership and
the mass line in this policy.

Of great importance for the realization
of this principle is the extension of the
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practice of the selection of cadres by
the working masses and the extension
of the right of the working people to
revoke employees who lose the confi-
dence of the masses.

Of course, the extension of the rights
of the labouring masses for the appoint-
ment and dismissal of the cadres or
employees cannot be the same for the
nominated cadres and those elected by
the masses, in accordance with the
Constitution of the People’s Republic of
Albania and the statutes of various or-
ganizations, nor can this deprive the
party of the right of leadership in the
policy of the cadres, as in every field
of national life.

The right of election and revocation of
functionaries was described by Marx and
Engels as one of the main distinc-
tive features of the socialist state.
The establishment of such a right is
one of the most essential measures adopt-
ed by the Paris Commune in order to
prevent the representatives and emplo-
yees of the working class from being
transformed into its rulers.

The party continually advises that the
masses should be consulted about every
cadre who is appointed. The party has
stressed and continues to emphasize for-
cefully that the working people must
have their say even about the cadres
who are appointed from above. This
question was again raised by comrade
Enver Hoxha at the Plenum of the Party
Committee of the Mat district, where he
said: «The decision (on the appointment
of the director) must be adopted after
having previously consulted the workers,
after having previously obtained their
approval of the candidate, they should
be encouraged to get up and speak in
front of everybody about all they know,
and also give their opinion about whether
a given candidate should or should not
be the director... When the overwhel-
ming majority has given its opinion
about this person, then the decision is
taken by vote. And only after this should
the competent organ examine the proposal».
In these words we find the correct so-
lution of the harmonious combination
of the organs of the party leadership
with the participation of the masses in
the question of the appointment of -ca-
dres. - .
The Central Committee long ago gave di-
rectives about the election of certain ca-
tegories of cadres. (The 6th Plenum of
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the CC of the PLA of September 1968,
the 10th Plenum of the CC of the PLA
of June 1970). The practice of recent
times has enriched the experience of
drawing on the opinion of the masses
in the placing of elected or appointed
cadres.

It remains to carry on, and at the same
time gradually extend and continually im-
prove, the practice of electing and re-
voking the cadres.

It is particularly important lo combat
formalism in the procedure of elections
to the organs of the people's power, to
create all the conditions for a real discus-
sion of the candidates and for the revo-
king of all those who do not perform
the task entrusted to them by the peo-
ple.

The exercise of the right of revocation is
directly connected with the rendering of
account by the cadres before the masses.
So far certain methods of rendering
account by the cadres have been prac-
tised but it is necessary for them to
be re-examined and perfected in such a
way that nobody escapes the control of
the workers and peasants, and the judge-
ment of the masses. The discussions ta-
king place following comrade Enver
Hoxha's speech in Mat are clearly sho-
wing that it is not sufficient for the
cadres to render account at ordinary
meetings of the party and of the mass
organisations or at official meetings, but
that it is also necessary to organize spe-
cial meetings for rendering account, mee-
tings which should be held periodically.
The essential thing is, as comrade Enver
Hoxha pointed out in Mat, «to create for
the masses the possibility of giving their
opinion as to how they are served and
supplied, how they are treated, what
they think of this or that person, pass
judgment on their chiefs if they are
wrong, up to the point of saying whe-
ther or not they should be kept in their
jobs, to dismiss them when they conti-
nue to make mistakes and do not correct
themselves. «Everything done by the lea-
dership — he continued -~ should be jud-
ged by the masses as to its correct-
ness, and it should be responsible to
themn.

We are thus proceeding on the road of
the teachings of Lenin who said: «The
masses must have the right to elect their
responsible leaders. The masses must
have the right to replace them, the mas-
ses must have the right to know now

to control every step, even the smallest
step in their activitys (Works, vol. 27,
p. 233-234).

The systematic and periodical rendering
of account by the cadres before the mas-
ses does not mean that men and women

should remain continually at meetings,
that the directors and other responsible
cadfes should weaken the feeling of res-
ponsibility to the supreme organs and
also to the masses, that they should not
act on their own initiative justifying



themselves by saying that the masses
should be consulted on everything. If
we were to act in this way we would
have another aspect of bureaucratism.
Is is therefore essential to prevent any
misunderstanding and harmful consequen-

ce that might follow from such a mi-
sinterpretation. The rendering of account
by the cadres before the masses does
not mean in any way a negation of the
leading functions, but struggle against
bureaucratism, against careerism and

4, (5) 1972 o 13

Industrial panorama from Fieri

servility; it does not mean anarchy, but
the strengthening of proletarian discipli-
ne, of order and of the personal respon-
sibility of the cadres.

Another factor which is of importance
for the perfecting of the relations bet-
ween the party, the cadres and the
masses is the better regulation of the
relationship of the communist and non-
party cadres. As pointed out by com-
rade Enver Hoxha in Mat, in many cases
this relationship has not been correct.
The disproportions in this relationship,
the filling up rightly or wrongly of the
organs and apparatuses of the State, of
the economy and of the mass organisa-
tions with communists, lead to the dis-
tortion of the party-masses relations, crea-
te a gap between the communists and
the non-party working people, increase
the inclinations of the career-seeking ele-
ments to worm their way into the
party, thinking thus to occupy =a cosy
corners, and weaken the party’s strug-
gle against manifestations of bureaucra-
tism.

The introduction of a larger number of
non-party cadres, especially from the
ranks of the workers, into the leading
organs and apparatuses of the state, of
the economy, of the mass organisations,
etc., at the centre and the grassroots, as
recommanded by comrade Enver Hoxha
has great principled importance, for it
preserves and continually strengthens the
mutual confidence between the people
and the party. In this respect, it is
important to have a correct and broad
understanding of the concept of the lea-
ding role of the party. The leading role
of the party in a work or production
centre or in the state and social orga-
nisations does not depend only on the
number of communists; it is realized in
the first place through the ideological
and political line of the party, through
the directives and decisions on the basis
of which the entire political, economic
and social activity of the country de-
velops, and which have been embraced
by all the labouring masses. Moreover,
it is not realized only by the communists
who work in the party organs nor only
by the communists working in adminis-
trative management but by all the com-
munists who work and live where the
masses are.
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In conclusion I would like to say a few
words about the role of the social or-
ganisations in drawing the masses into
the running of the country.

As is known, the system of the dicta-
torship of the proletariat also includes
the mass organisations. As links in this
system, the mass organisations, parrallel
with their organizing and educative func-
tions, also have guverning functions,

which differ from the functions of
the state legislative and executive
organs.

Unlike the leading activity of the state
organs, the mass organisations draw di-
rectly into running the country the
groups and social strata they inclu-
de in their ranks, practising the democra-
cy of the masses.

Each of the mass organisations has a
series of specific duties in conformity
with the group or stratum which it em-
braces, whereas all of them, without ex-
ception, have in common the proletarian
policy of the working class party in
their organizing and in their whole ac-
tivity. Thus, they do not and cannot
have objectives other than those of the
party which leads them.

On the question of the position and role
of the mass organisations under the sys-
tem of the dictatorship of the proleta-
riat, our Party has fought and continues
to fight on two fronts. It has rejected,
as alien and anti-Marxist, the teachings
of the revisionists on the «independences
of the mass organisations from the pro-
letarian party, which lead to the elimi-
nation of the working class leadership
in these organisations.

At the same time, our Party has fought
the one-sided concepts of the role of the
mass organisations, which see them only
as instruments of centralism, only as le-
vers or conveyer belts to take the party
line to the masses, but not as important
links of socialist democracy, as forums of
the masses themselves for the expression
of views, for the development of indepen-
dent creative action and for the exercise
of their direct control, in compliance with
the supreme interests of the masses
themselves and of the working class,
for the building of the communist so-
ciety.

The mass organisations play their role
in the implementation of the party policy
and consequently in the realisation of
working class leadership:

— through their work for the elucida-

tion and proletarian ideopolitical edu-
cation of the social groups and strata
concerned, for the explanation and pu-
blicizing of the decisions and directives of
the working class party;

— by mobilizing these groups and stra-
ta through revolutionary actions and mo-
vements to carry out in practice the deci-
sions and directives of the leading or-
gans of the party and the socialist
state;

- drawing the masses into direct partici-
pation in questions of running the coun-
try and in the direct control of the work
of the leading organs and cadres of
political power, of the economy and cul-
ture.

If we dwell a little on the last point, on
the role of the social organisations in
drawing the masses into the affairs of
management and direct control, this does
not mean that the explanatory educative
and mobilizing works is less important,
but because on this last point there
are today more pressing problems lin-
ked with the growth of the role and res-
ponsibility of the working class in lea-
ding society, with the further extension
and enlivening of the participation of
the entire people in the socialist construc-
tion and in the defense of the coun-
try.

The social organisations, on the basis of
the tasks that have been sanctioned in
their statutes and according to the di-
rectives of the Party and the instructions
of comrade Enver Hoxha, must always
strive to make the masses fully conscious
and draw them into the running of the
country, train them in running the affairs
of political power, of the management
of the economy, education and culture,
and must require the leading organs
and cadres in these fields to render ac-
count before the masses. To exercise the-
se functions the mass organisations
should not boulk at any hurdle raised by
bureaucracy.

The leading organs, the managing cadres
and the basic organisations of the party
have a duty to delve deeper into the
problems of the social organisations, to
educate and encourage the social organi-
sations in the effective exercise of their
governing functions, to make greater and
more systematic demand of them, and
help them in surmounting any obstacle
they come across, but without keeping
them under their tutelage, without curb-
ing their initiative and without beco-
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ming a hindrance in the independent ac-
tion of these organisations, which is
indispensable.

Special care must be shown go that the
governing functions of the social orga-
nisations are not concentrated mainly in
the hands of leaders and apparatuses,
but are exercised most extensively and
directly by the masses, through their ap-
propriate basic organisations. The lea-
ding organs and the apparatuses of the
social organisations play an organizing,
instructive role in this, implementing the
decisions and views of the masses. It
is necessary to further enliven and demo-
cratize the inner life of the mass orga-
nisations, for the danger of bureaucra-
tism threatens them, too, and not only
the state organs and apparatuses.

As to the extent to which the bureaucrati-
sation of the social organisations has a
detrimental effect on the participation
of the masses in ruling, we see this in
the Soviet Union and in the other re-
visionist countries.

Our way of increasing the role of the
mass organisations is diametrically op-
posed to the revisionist way which clo-
ses to the working people the possibili-
ty of participating in the management
of the economy and the whole life of
the country. It is at the same time op-
posed to the way advocated by the va-
rious leftist tendencies and liberal revi-
sionists, who deprive the masses of the
possibility of uniting their revolutio-
nary forces and energies into a single
current under the leadership of the wor-
king class and of its truly revolutio-
nary, Marxist-Leninist vanguard party, to
overthrow the oppressive bourgeois or-
der and build a new order — socialism
and communism.')

The direct participation of the working
class in the affairs of management will
keep increasing the more our socialist
society advances towards communism, the
more the political, ideological, educatio-
nal and technical training of the class
and of the people in general is raised,
and the more our Party of Labour ins-
pires, directs and organizes this revolucio-
nary process.

Our revolutionary experience of the lea-
ding role of the working class and of
the active participation of the masses
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in running the country and in socialist

construction, under the leadership »>f
the party, is constantly being enri-

ched. The revolutionary initiatives, actions
and movements which are continually ta-
king place in our country and are inspired
and organized by the party, provide a
great factual and concrete material, on
the basis of which we can make generali-
sations and draw valuable conclusions for
the theory and practice of the deve-
lopment of the society towards complete
socialism and communism.

The ardent discussions which burst forth
among the workers, peasants, the intel-
ligentsia, students, etc. after the 6th Con-
gress of the PLA as well as after com-
rade Enver Hoxha's speech in Mat, the
critical remarks, creative views, the jud-

gement by the masses of the work of
the party organisation, of the leading ca-
dres and other employees have given a
rich experience which must be studied
carefully in order to draw conclusions
and adopt concrete measures for the
continual application on a wider scale
of the democracy of masses.

This revolutionary upsurge of our wor-
king class, the cooperativist peasantry,
the whole of our people, face us, the
workers of social sciences, and the or-
gans of the party, of the state, the eco-
nomy etc., with the task of delving still
deeper into the study of this experien-
ce, of the new objective phenomena and
tendencies of the development of our
socialist society, so that the social scien-
ces may more effectively help the prac-
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tice of the full construction of socialism
in Albania.

1) It is known that a teld of great
principled and practical importance 1is
that of party-working class relations with
the dictatorship of the proletariat (as
a state). I did not dwell on this aspect
of the problem, inasmuch as more de-
tailed studies and broader discussions will
take place on this question during the
drafting of the new Constitution of our
People’s Republic. This does no mean that
the reports and communications to be
delivered at this conference will not
touch on directions and practices of the
exercise of the working class control
over the state administrative, economic
and social apparatuses.




] The Party of Labour of Albania, as in

all the questions of socialist construc-

RI ht tion, has also worked out and imple-
mented a correct revolutionary Marxist-

Leninist line in the direction of the so-

cialist transformation of the country-

| side. Acting in this way, the Party con-

tinues to respond properly to the tasks

n s I n &= of the socialist revolution, the interests
of the development of the countryside

and, in general, of the entire national
economy and culture. In every stage

|
of the development of the Albanian
I‘ o r countryside, our Party of Labour has set
the main political and economic tasks

and, with unmatched skill and ability,

continucs to lead the cooperativist la-
bouring masses for their successful im-
plementation.

The new relations of production establi-

shed in the socialist countryside have
resulted in radical changes in the world
outlook of the peasantry, in the emer-

o 2]
gence of new thoughts and concepts,
oo era th'st in the growth of confidence in the su-
periority of the socialist system of work

and collective property. The peasantry
continues to be interested in further

socialization of the means of production
within the framework of group owner-
ship, in a greater development of the

indivisible fund which ensures the fur-
ther improvement of the relations of
production in a revolutionary way pa-
rallel with the raising of its material

" and cultural standards.
The EstabIIShment Of PenSions In this whole process, the conscientious
work of the working peasantry, its
'n The Countryside Wi" Exert a Great mobilization and determination to build

the new socialist life in the countrysi-

lnfluence on Forming And Strengthening de, constitute the basis of the growth

of social production and wellbeing in

(. the countryside. But here we also have
SOC|OIISt Concepts AbOUt The very the other inseparable aspect of the pro-
. blem which is of great importance — that
L'fe ln The CountrYSide of the allout aid the socialist state
has given and continues to give to the

countryside, the management of the coun-

tryside by the socialist state. In this

framework, our workers’ and peasants

by TEODOR STERIO State has gradually adopted a series of

measures in the direction of the eco-

nomic and social development of the

countryside, such as the measures for

the development of education and cul-

ture, for the developmert of the health

service, trade, transport, and commu-

- —_— = - nity services, which continue to play a
TEODOR STERJO — Economist, head of section at the Institute of Economic Studies very positive role in raising living stan-
under the Council of Ministers of the PR of Albania. dards in the countryside.
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It must be borne in mind that prior to
the establishment of the people’s power
the peasantry lived in complete pover-
ty, under the most savage oppression
and exploitation; illiteracy reigned eve-
rywhere; malaria and other diseases we-
re raging. Within less than three de-
cades the Albanian countryside under-
went radical transformations, and as-
sumed an impetuous and quick develop-
ment. Today, the new socialist life is
florishing in the countryside. Not only
are the social and cultural projects new
and well-equipped, but the homes of the
cooperativists are in general well built
and newly furnished, in the same way
as in the city. Electric light, the light
of the Party, today illumines our socia-
list countryside. Parallel with this, the
motor road network in the countryside
is expanding and improving; the tele-
phone network is also extending, radios
have spread on a mass scale and now
television sets are also being introduced.
Health, social-cultural and service insti-
tutions are widespread. Every village
has its own 8-grade school and many
of them also have middle schools.
Under these conditions and at this le-
vel of development of the countryside,
our Party of Labour, with its revolutio-
nary clarity and farsightedness, adopted
another very important measure — that of
establishing pensions for the coopera-
tivist peasantry too. Some time ago, so-
me economically strong agricultural co-
operatives, on their own initiative and
with their own funds, had established
old age pensions, though in an embryo-
nic form. The Party of Labour of Alba-
nia highly appraised these initiatives as
positive and of a deep ideological, eco-
nomic and social content. As far back
as at its 5th Cengress the Party hai-
led these initiatives and pointed out the
great principles in the agricultural co-
operatives, adhering to the revolutiona-
ry principle of self-reliance. After the
5th Congress of the PLA these initiati-
ves were broadened, extending to more
agricultural cooperatives, but always
in the framework of the economic po-
wer of each cooperative and with dif-
ferent criteria; thus, in a decentrali-
zed way.

Under these circumstances the establish-
ment of various pensions in a centrali-
zed manner in all the country’s agricul-
tural cooperatives became an imperative
necessity. This is a measure stemming

from the socialist order itself, which is
directly connected with the wellbeing of
the cooperativist peasantry, with the fur-
ther strengthening of its alliance with
the working class, a measure aimed at
and resulting in the narrowing of the
differences between the countryside and
the towns. In conformity with this, the
Presidium of the Pecople’'s Assembly of
the RP of Albania approved the decree
on the establishment of pensions in the
countryside, and the Council of Minis-
ters of the PR of Albania issued con-
crete instructions for the implementa-
tion of the decree which came into for-
ce on July 1,1972.

How was the adoption of such a mea-
sure, with large proportions and exten-
ding to a large population made possi-
ble? The road followed by the Party
necessarily leads to the realisation of
the supreme aim — increasingly better ful-
filment of the material and cultural
needs of the labouring masses. The cor-
rect policy pursued by the Party in
the all-out development of our socialist
countryside has resulted in the exten-
sion and strengthening of the collec-
tive economy, in the increase of the in-
comes of the cooperativists, in the gua-
ranteeing of extended socialist reproduc-
tion in agriculture and the continual
improvement of the material and cul-
tural standards of the peasantry. Parallel
with this, the forms of socialist organisa-
tion of work and production, have been
further improved which in turn contri-
butes to the further increase of produc-
tion. Thus, under the conditions in which
the agricultural cooperatives have been
cconomically and organisationally streng-
thened and agricultural production has
increased in considerable proportions,
when the incomes of the cooperativists are
stable and when the number of elderly
men and women eligible for pensions has
increased, the establishment of pensions
in a centralized way in the entire coope-
rativist countryside became a necessity
and the Party and the Government gave
the best and most timely solution to
this problem.

What are the characteristic features of
the law on the extension of pensions
to the cooperativist peasantry?

Pensions are established in the coopera-
tivist countryside relying first and fore-
most on one’s own efforts. This is done
through the redistribution of the consu-
mer funds of the agricultural cooperatives

themselves, without affecting extended re-
production, the level of incomes per head
per work day, and without hindering the
gradual transition to guaranteed wages.
— Redistribution is carried out between
the incomes of the lowland and the hil-
ly and mountainous areas, strengthening
the solidarity and mutual aid between the
cooperativist peasants.

— In conformity with the criteria estab-
lished for the working people who are
employed by the State, we have envi-
saged the gradual transition, with the
gaining of experience and the further
economic and organisational strengthen-
ing of the agricultural cooperatives, to
more developed forms, in more fa-
vourable conditions for the members of
agricultural cooperatives, up to an equa-
lity and unification of the criteria which
are applied today with regard to the
workers.

- In the way pensions have been esta-
blished for the cooperativist peasantry,
they constitute an economic security for
the livelihood of the member of the
agricultural cooperative, which is based
on the evaluation of the work and con-
tribution made by each person to the
building of socialist society.

— Under the law on pensions for the
countryside the cooperativists receive old
age pension, invalidity pensions and fa-
mily pensions.

According to the law, in order to be
cligible for an cld age pension, two
conditions are specified: age and length
of service in the cooperative or in other
jobs which the law considers equal.
This age is 65 years for men and 55
years for women. Thus, the age for
men is 5 years higher then the age
stipulated by the law on pensions fer
factory and office workers. Certainly,
this age difference will be temporary
which is justified both by the need for
manpower in the countryside at present,
and by the possibilities for men in the
countryside to work up to this age. In
this aspect the law favours women, and
this is fully correct. For a full pensien
the length of service required is 25 years
for men and 20 years for women, whe-
reas for a half pension only half this
length of service is required. As an
exception, and with a view to helping
those cooperatives created after 1965
which are mainly in mountainous areas,
the decree reduces the length of service
required for half pension to 10 years
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for men and 8 years for women. Taking
into account the special features of work
time in agricultural cooperatives, the
law establishes the annual rate of work
days for men at 280 work days and
for women at 230 work days.

Our patriotic peasantry were an impor-
tant base of the national liberation
struggle. They took up arms en masse
in the struggle against the foreign inva-
ders and local traitors, they shared their
daily bread with the liberation forces
and their homes became bases and lodg-
mgs for the valiant partisans. Thus, the
period of participation in the national
liberation struggle is counted in the
length of service of every cooperativist,
as is the period of obligatory military
service, periods of temporary disablement
over 30 days, pregnancy and child birth
leave and any period of disability of
the first and second categories.

The old age pension is calculated at the
rate of 50 per cent of the average income
of the cooperative member during 5
years in succession, within the last 10
years of his work, of course remaining
within  the minimum and maximum
bounds envisaged by law.

Disability pensions are available to
cooperativists who have completely lost
the ability to work, and these are di-
vided into the first category accounting
for 60 per cent of previous income and
the second group at 50 percent of the
previous income of the cooperativist.
When disability has been caused by an
accident at work or occupational illness
length of service is not a requirement
whereas on other occasions the law takes
into account age and length of service,
envisaging differentiations in the rate
of allowance.

— The family pension is available to
family members unable to work and
who have been dependent on a deceased
member of the agricultural cooperative
or pensioner. Members of a family can
receive a family pension if the person
supporting them dies while a worker
in the cooperative or if he is eligible
for a disability pension. The law names
all those who are eligible for family
pensions, such as children, grand chil-
dren adopted and other children under
the age of 15 years or up to the age
of 25 years if still attending school with-
out a scholarship, or even older if
they have become unfit for work before
reaching this age, parents, adoptive pa-
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rents, spouse, step-mother and step-
father, grandfather, grandmother, etc.,
of course at the ages stipulated by law
and as long as no other person is
obliged to support them. A child receives
a family pension when one parent dies
even when the other parent is employed
or receives a pension.

The family pension, when received by
only one family member amounts to 30
per cent of the monthly income realized
during the last three years of work to
40 per cent when received by two fa-
mily members and to 50 per cent for
three and more members. Here, too,
the law envisages maximum and mi-
nimum limits. The law stipulates that in
the case of a person being eligible for
two types of pension, the person con-
cerned chooses which pension he will
receive.

It is obvious that the criteria on which
various pensions are calculated for the
cooperativist peasantry are quite advanced
ones and have been established under
more favourable conditions than the
original criteria applied to factory and
office workers. At the beginning the
age for men was 65 years and for
women 60 wears and the rate of com-
pensation was 33-50 per cent. In a subse-
quent period the sum increased to 50-60
percent and later, to the current rate
of 70 percent.

The decree on the establishment of
pensions in the countryside is of great
ideological, political and socio-economic
importance. The establishment of pen-
sions in the countryside will exert a
great influence on the formation and
strengthening of new concepts about
life in the countryside because, from
the viewpoint of the development of
the relations of production, the coopera-
tivist village is raised to a higher level,
coming gradually nearer to that of the
city. This measure will without fail lead
to the further strengthening of the
alliance of the working class and la-
bouring peasantry. Thus, from the ideo-
logical viewpoint, this measure will bring
about a further rise of the material and
cultural level of the cooperativists, the
consolidation of the families and family
relations in the countryside. Consequently,
the cooperativist will be more attached
to his work and life in the countryside,
will increase his participation in work
and will work with greater revolutionary
optimism in order to proceed with more
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rapid strides on the road of the mo-
dernisation of extended socialist produc-
tion. This measure will contribute still
further to the improvement of the ma-
terial living conditions of the coopera-
tivists. Henceforth every cooperativist
will enjoy the fruit of his work not
only when he is young and able-bodied,
but also when he becomes disable due
to illness or old age. Thanks to his
work, the cooperativist will be guarant-
eed the necessary material means even
after becoming unable to work.

The establishment of pensions in the
countryside in a centralized manner, with
the aid of the State, as well as the
unification of the criteria for these pen-
sions and aid on the part of the agri-
cultural cooperatives themselves, consti-
tute another important stride in the all-
out development of our socialist coun-
tryside and in the gradual narrowing of
the essential differences between the
countryside and the towns. In the future,
with the creation of the conditions and
the accumulation of experience we shall
move towards the establishment of a
complete social security system in the
countryside, in its full complexity.

Vlash Priti — In the field (linoleum)






Children in Alkania grow up healthy and happy

Revolutionisation Of Tea

The Youth Of A Socialist Country

Must And Can, From The School Benches,

Grow Active And Independent, Courageous And
Unhesitating, And Having Initiative
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hing Methods In School

In the framework of the deepening of
the socialist revolution in Albania, in
all fields of national life, including our
socialist school, people are actively dis-

cussing and working for the revolutio-
nisation of teaching methods in school
What dictates and determines this pro-
blem?

The all-out revolutionisation of the coun-
try’s life involves all classes and sections

by HAMIT BEQIJA

of our socialist society. This is strongly
felt especially by youth, as an active
social force vitally interested in the con-
solidation and deepening of all our so-
cialist gains, in fighting everything stale
and backward that hinder its revolutio-
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