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Foreword

Eig\1t~yt‘-ﬂ1‘01‘] Nguyen Thi Man was plAt\n,ying in a
courtyard when she heard planes coming. She st;u’tc.d
runni‘ng toward a shelter, but it was lt.()u late. Anti-
personncl bombs exploded everywhere in tlx? hamlet.
The little girl collapsed. When people came to pick her up
they found numecrous wounds in her limbs, forehead
and belly, caused by steel pellets. It was IT.45 a.m.
on August 23, 1067, in an out-of-the-way village of
North Vietnam—whose name we shall not mention for
it may attract more raids on the village.

In that remote corner of an  under-developed”
country, where could competent personnel and ade-
Quate equipment be found for first aid, treatment of
shock and subsequent surgical intervention ?

Nguyen Thi Man had her wounds quickly dressed
l):y a village nurse who gave her an injection of
E:El"‘h?; ﬂThe .h:uimorrhag-es once stopped, she was
s '111dmel‘1StnCt hgsp\(‘ﬂl where a p'crfumon. of
shock) ;\m Jl 9 (a Victnamese preparation against
the dist;i;\tmf‘( f’r At 6 p.m. she was operated upon by
Wound i 11::1?“.)“' He smoothed the e@gos of the

T forehead, removed the splinters stuck
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in the brains, performed hemostasia then closed th
o . A ) - C &
gash. Next, he operated on the belly and suty
‘he intestinal perforations. . h
A ‘fortmgbt later, the child was allowed to leay
hospital. e
By what miracle had it been possible to find in
e - f 1 V .
remote part of the countryside that nurse able to give
adequate first aid and that surgeon and that surgical
installation capable of saving the life of the child?
The articles in this issue will tell the reader the

reason for that “ miracle’.

Vietnaingse Studies

pr PHAM N

GOC THACH

s inister of Health

The Health Service
of the DR.V.

in Face of Wartime Tasks

What is to be done *?

The air and naval aggression
DRV, started with the

of the U.S.A. against the
intensified since

pmids of August 3, 1964, has been
a war of destruction on a

report by McNamara to the
force in the first six months

Febrnary 1965 to become
large scale. According to a
US. Congress, the U.5. air
of 1967 has effected on an average 13,000 SOFti€s per
month against North Vietnam, which has 17 million
inhabitants and an area of 160,000 sq. km.. In maay

provinces, especially those lying between the 17
ii"‘":l)!'ljmllels, all populated areas of some importance
nave been subjected to repeated massive air bombing
;;g”i‘:;l'lvi“ th,:' f.uiht.’sl areas, by pm,md:nv,'; by guns of
- j.hl. 1*—“‘-‘(. The wounds caused by U.S. weapons
POwe f.“ serious ones, as these weapons are very
{r'.!”;\:;l PI(;f“‘?”h, rockets) or have parti ularly
Boted ”l:;t t‘ht. »\(n:ap;xlm, phosphorus). It should be
Kale steel. K..“t 1:\(’1'!\,\1ll~. h:‘n'(- h.m.:n using en a large
'r‘r:'hn\sux; !;‘ k= bemle, .Wh"'h U.S. technicians have

sought to improve. A mother-bomb, or

WBheads are oury, Ed
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conta}ner (1) releases about 300 bomblets, each of ..
contains 300 steel pellets; it is a real shower of -
jectiles, and tens of pellets at a time p(:nctruté int Pro.
victims' organs, following complex courses PO the
have been found lodged in the optic chigsme Clles
_ B n ptic chiasma other
passing through the adbominal wall, then ths
dlaph'ragm, perforate at ’t‘hc same time the intcstineg,L
the liver and the lungs. Thus, the Vietnamese mCdicai
corps has often to deal with complex wounds and
sc’»"(:r(,-ly shocked victims. The problem is all the mo
serious as the planes can attack any village on oy
territory. This would require an omnipresent medical
corps capable of giving first aid, surgical teams which
can intervene very rapidly, and an organization to give
proper care to the wounded after they have been
operated on. Even a highly industrialized country,
with a well-staffed medical corps and modern means
of transportation, would find this no easy task. How
has the D.R.V., still little industrialized, managed t0
overcome all medical difficulties in this war? Let us
examine, for example, the problem of the transpor
tation of the wounded. Even in peace time, this was
no easy task. Until 1964, all major surgical operations
had to be done in provincial hospitals, at the Provm,mal
capitals (under the colonial regime, such operation®
were done only in Hanoi) and a journey of even a score
of miles created difficult practical problems. _
After June 1965, the U.S. air force Systematlcalli’1
attacked the network of principal hospitals in Nort

. mb
(1) The American designation is C.B.U. (Cluster Bo
Unit) Ed..

- Hw“h Seyvict.
fter another, provincial hospitals were
i 5 pumerous cure centres : leprosa-
oo aold people’s rest homes, etc. (see
U.S. war crimes, in this issue). '1‘he'U.S. cc.)m-
articl® [,m "ti‘nn was clear: to deprive the I_\xorth Viet-
mil mtml]'tfmts and population of medical means,
pamesc Cf’m )btto the threat of destruction of property
- o ralizing factor: the loss of all hope when
anotpcr dcm‘l)@(] It should never be forgotten that Fhe
o WOI;‘]’\('(;rth Vietnam is primarily aimed at shaking
bombmgoh_tinn’% morale, in order to force them to
tl;:;tg?gcl tlrmsh sparing the Americans a long and
c ate,

costly land war.

It Bx;as not without reason that U.S. planes rcpeatef(ily
attacked the big leprosarium at Quynh Lap (2),0:
patients). Thousands of lepers, who could no ]onger ge
medical treatment and had to return to their villages
exhibiting their infirmities and telling about the
apocalyptic moments they had lived thmug'h', would
become a terrible burden for their families and
would no doubt constitute a mot insignificant demo-
ralizing factor. This indeed was in the Pentagon
strategists’ calculation.

As a result of U.S. aggression, the D.R.V. has thus
lost all medical establishments of any importance;
those which have not been destroyed have had to be
Vacuated. Even small district hospitals and village
Mfirmaries, also called medico-sanitary ~stations,
Whetever they are visible from the air with their tiled

T0ofs anq well-aligned  buildings among the trees,
Attract U.S, bombs,

L
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What is to be done in those conditions? H
on a seriously wounded victim without

gical equipment. without electricity ? W
all the surgeons needed ?

oW to Operat,
modern sur.
here ¢, fing

; "ljo care for Wounded .people is not the only tag.

ay-to-day medical service has to be carried op th‘
sick ‘must be given treatment and the fight mu;t bz
continued against social diseases, epidemics and ep.
demics which can reappear at any moment in a tropical
country. It must also be foreseen that the enemy, who
has not hesitated to use on a large scale toxic chemi-
cals and gases in South Vietnam, will not refrain
from any crime. The Vietnamese medical corps must
be prepared to cope with chemical and bacteriological
warfare.

We also have to think of the future. Once peace is
restored, the medical corps in a victorious, reunified
Vietnam will have to liquidate the aftermath of war:
infirmities, mutilations, deficiency diseases, neur*
psychiatric troubles. Particularly the children, who
have much suffered during the war, must be given
competent and devoted care to ensure their norm
physical and psychological growth. And there Wiu.be
medical problems posed by the construction of SOCIQI:
ism, especially the industrialization of the country’
\;’ietnarn(:se medicine must even now prepare condt
tions required for a continuous advance, assimila'’
the progress made by world medicine, while contrib®*

ing, through its own efforts, to the progress of WOt
medical science,

IL

s Health Service.s-
The

the great problems faced by Vietnamese
Sur:h . roblems which the population and the
edic1flle,0rI;)S have to solve under a deluge of steel
medica C
and fire.
An omnipresent medical corps.

Through the trials of war,
the medical policy applied since 1955 has forcefully
proved its correctness. The effort conf:entrated on
building a medico-sanitary network covering the enicxre
country has brought fruitful results. The medico-
snitary structures have not had to be radically
changed but simply improved, adapted to war conditions.

The network of health services established during
the ten years of peace and developed particularly
during the 1961-1965 plan has extended down to the
Cooperative farms in villages and hamlets (1) and made
It possible, as early as August 5, 1964, to cope with
Eles S’clir attacks. The wounded were given treatment on
N itp(;t and the more serious cases were taken to
of C{;an after receiving first aid. The medical network
e ofp ‘;the farms anq villages, tested in .ﬂ'le re.ah-
aid byt alZ’ I;roved. efﬁgent not only for giving first
Qevelopeg 2 C{)r eépidemic prevention. So, it had to be
¥ tenewin g ilmProvegl by tramipg more cadres and
requemenia% adapting its equipment to the new

- Only the consolidation and development

ye
) A

Villacre p
oF Comprises 5 or 6 hamlets on an average. Ed.

i

i
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of this network has made it possible, on the one gy
to give on-the-spot treatment to the wounded—,
essential condition for efficacious first aid—, Carz
for patients without having to move them about, ,
all travel would be dangerous in case of intensified
air war, to look after pregnant women, to deliver
them in their own villages ; on the other hand, to keep
an eye on hygiene work, such as double septic tanks
to solve the problem of human faeces, source of g
many epidemics of intestinal origin, and wells to
provide drinking water; to make mass vaccinations
against cholera, typhoid fever, small pox, infantile
poliomyelitis, tuberculosis. This rural medical network
takes on even more importance as a result of the
exodus of the urban populations on account of enemy
air attacks. The prompt evacuation, within a single
night, of Donghoi city, near the 17th parallel, on
February 10, 1963, saved many human lives, for the
U.S. air pirates razed the city to the ground on the
very next day.

The development of the village medical network
has led to the development and consolidation of th‘L‘
district medical network, the district being an admi-
nistrative unit immediately above the village. Befor®
U.S. aggression started, tim district was already the
prophylactic and therapeutic unit which directed h)f‘
gienic and medical work in the villages. This unit
comprised a hygiene dispensary directing the P"P“_llai
hygiene movement in the countryside, controlling “t
yearly vaccination plan for the whole district, dglt"(;n'
ing epidemics and directing the fight against th

Y -

The
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Hélllm
tror hygiene in schools la.rged.collecszzi 1t}f§~
. .o sites in the district; a 1spen .y
and wmtru?tlon ¢ mothers and children, which dxre<fts
the protection (}))'rth control ; a dispensary for social
propagand@ e the fight against tuberculosis, tra-
. cps, directing . i ; 1t
Jiseases o malatias & s0-bed hospital received difficu
chatth surgical as well as medical treatment, but
cas¢s for districts, until early 1964, operations were
! ?‘:;3;1 by surgeons from the provincial hospital,
asrfzw districts had their own surg'eons. Ip 1964, great
ofiorts were made to provide districts with SUTgeons,
pat mot enough surgeons could be found for this
purpose. To stress the will of the Party and govern-
ment to continue the socialist development of the
country while fighting against U.S. imperialism, great
efforts were made to improve prophylactic and thera-
peutic work, It became particularly urgent to provide
district hospitals with emergency surgical services,

\t\;hxch would efficiently direct first-aid care given to
ate 1‘{1()0‘1“((11,6?‘}“ villages and perform surgical operations
heving t' ;Stm,t‘ lxosplt'(x?s themselves, so as to avoid
the pro fansport patients in difficult conditions to

vinei : .
ad o e Iﬁidlemspltal. At the same time, an effort

to e, e to €quip the district with laboratories.
domio). Timcreasmg needs of the clinical, hygiene,
e Che%nci“\\{ork and of the fight against eventual
it et tl(-tl~ and biological warfare. The district
Waingt .. crefore become a pivot in
Cdpeg . @ be g V
s . one to provide i i
b nd Materiq] provide it with adequate
Meng o <l means. The devel i
of the abilities of | development and im-
of the district must be the

’ the struggle
edical field, and every-
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criterion of efficient direction by the

health service. Cities and provincial toy Proving,
been evacuated in consequence of enemnsb hay;
the consolidation of the district network b); . Ombiﬂg
main task of the provincial health service, Tgme the
must be the foremost preoccupation of heajth lls té&
cadres in war time. It will solve not only preseniadmg
also future problems, when after victory the én:)'m
country will face questions posed by indus’crializatiIre
and the intensive development of agriculture, B

The Provincial medical network, with its dispensaries
forp)fgxene work and fight against epidemics, its dispen-
saries for the fight against malaria, trachoma, leprosy,
for the protection of mothers and children, its central
hospital with various medico-surgical departments, had
to strengthen the district network by training cadres,
providing direct aid for difficult cases, periodically
inspecting medical work in the district. When the first
bombing raids took place, surgeons and physicians from
the provincial hospitals had to go to the bombed
villages to help the district surgical services and leat”
from their experiences. At the same time, the provit-
cial hospitals had to complete their equipment -
skull and thorax surgery. Likewise, the Provmml
dispensaries had to help strengthen the network "
district dispensaries. As the district service graduélly
raised its medico-surgical and cpidcmiologic abmt.leS'
the provincial services increasingly engaged in medl.ca,
research and in improving cxistihg cadres and trainif®
new ones,

15
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twork had the task of assist-
ns in the training of cadres,
their work. The research
had to find the quickest
blems posed by the

a1 medical neé
1 Organizatio
y controlling

large hospitals
] solutions to pro

The Ceﬂtr
;incla

g pr()\lnc
a“l‘;d periodicall
qstitates @04 7
o most practlca

Wa;r 01eSSTVE and 7blmmed decentralization, such is the
y teristic of the health service of the
DR.V. Already begun in peace time, it has had to be

' war-time tasks. Medico-

accelerated to  cope with |
surgical and prophylactic organizations placed directly
umder the Health Ministry assist provincial organiza-

tions, which in turn help district organizations,
the latter having to strengthen the base network
made up of infirmaries and dispensaries in villages
and cooperative farms. This decentralization has had
to be effected at all levels to meet the new
urgent needs of defence through the improvement
and training of cadres, the control of their work,
::ie :f:chnical and material assistance. At the
equipml;lte, an over.all plan for the supply of new
i ;nd the improvement of the old one has
expenses . out. The local budgets have to pay for all
eatirg Ccasioned by the rapid development of the
hetwork of provinces and cities.

rincipal charac

.At the

Sam 1 . .
8ive the ¢ time as decentralization was effected to

prOVin .
€S maximum autonomy, the health
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Services were evacuated from the towns

V\~ - 3 = 3 ] h 0
tryside. Hospitals and dispe had to 1, © cony,
and camouflaged, like milit

ary nl,)jcctives_ :
sal naturally led to new difficulties

and organization, which had to be
necessary to return to the simple

nsaries

in

. was
) . . X ns of
pital organization, without giving up Continh%
N . u
ettorts to raise the level of our medicine, From amﬂus
X ' 0
the complex techniques of modern me s

dicine, we had
most  efficacioyg an(
time the simplest. Regarding treatment,
we had to closely combine

intra-hospital Organiz.
tion and extra-hospital organization, which must
complete each other. With respect to epidemiologic
and sanitary work, the dispensaries had to make
on-the-spot examinations, collect pathological products
and sometimes practise certain difficult techniques,
On the other hand, the implantation of provincil
medical services in the villages has raised the
medical level of the district and the village, l"Y
bringing in new means, equipment and cadres. DI
persal has certainly created many difficulties fOf
modern services, but has made it possible for tl.lef“' tso
fulfil new tasks, expand the scope of their aCthltwoé
associate clinical medicine in hospitals with on-the-?ga_
practical medicine, unify intra-hospital and ektive
hospital medicine, therapeutic medicine and PrfaveﬂAn(
medicine, theoretical studies with actual practice: the
the physician is no longer one for the patient OF
disease, but for man in all his complexity ’.Som
psychic, ecologic, familial, social and economic-

to choose those which are the
at the same

; ;
rhe Hralt]t SHTEQ,

Sl

-

New problems,
original solutions.

Enemy  bombing being
; t paralyzing the economic life o‘f the .country
ot 55 lestruction of roads, factories, dikes and
trosgh t-he (k/ is consequently to limit the damage as
b o 2:;!)10. Countless work sites have been set
mUChtlarS()uI;llouf the country for the reparation of
ggmaglcd roads and bridges or the construction of new
ones. Hundreds of thousands of young people have
been mobilized for work at these sites. What was
necessary was not merely to improvise a medical
service for these thousands of work sites, but to
organize a new one which could very quickly meet the
new needs. Here also, the medical organization of the
village and the district has made it possible, with the
addition of more cadres and equipment, to fulfil the
new tasks. With the subsequent creation of a health
Ivice at the Ministry of Roads and Communications
and the improvement ~ of that medical network, real
Pleventive and curative medicine could be practised at
the worl sites. Where there was only one woad, there

are N 1
0w severa]. Where there was one brid
W two or thyy

means of co

ge, there are
ee. In two years of war, the network of
% 2 emrag?(;r'llm%cation of the p.R.V. h'as developed
2oy hundreq llif}lﬂly pace. Provn.lces which had only
10usan whicl1 Otetres of practicable roads: now h'wc
Sigant, Ny rel are usaI?I‘e by heavy Ychlcles. I'his
Powey o quires mobilization of considerable man-

¥, mobilization and reorganiza-

tog o "y consequent]
€ health services to carry out the new tasks,
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To maintain and develop industria] product;
- C l =
was necessary to disperse the factories Our W)On, it
. Ok ar
and engineers have shown ingenu'?\er)
: 1 y in
the creatiy,
accordance wjg,

Incomparable
maintaining and raising production, With

and development of local industries in
the Party’s directives, many local needs could be met
and the difficulties resulting from the destruction m:
certain central heavy industries could be OVercome,
The Ministry of Heavy Industry and the Ministry of
Light Industry have set up within a short time a me
dical network serving the worker wherever he may b,
and nurseries and kindergartens of factories evacuated
to the countryside. Here again, the provincial medical
organizations have done great service during the first

stages of reorganization, by supplying cadres, equip-
ment and medicines.

Following its military defeats in South Vietnam and
the failure of its war of destruction against '\°th
Vietnam, the U.S.A. now attacks dykes and dams l.n
an attempt to flood important agricultural area;
starve and drown millions of people, destroy hundre_;
of thousands of habitations, kill cattle. The Vietnames
people have an age-old tradition of struggle agaﬂ;"
flood: each hectare of land saved for culture rt“[z;‘
sents centuries of efforts in the struggle against wlirl\'
The U.S. air pirates direct their attacks partic? iliS'
against provinces with a dense population and{,}nm
rice production. The dyke protecting the CﬁPiml 1r‘ﬂi 5
has been bombed twice. Early 1n 1967, '(he nbef
became much more frequent and in April, their 1% The
was three times grcater than in April 1960

: .
The Health Service...

Vietnamese people, with. theﬁr aﬁge-old experilence and

. new means at their disposal, successfully strug-
hmniinst the destructions caused by the enemy. The
gle agh eographer Gourou described in these terms the
Frencl %scape after one of those floods so frequent under
deuiozll::nial regime : ““ This country... looked like desert
;i;es where, besides the half-ruined villages, nothing
denoted the secular labour of man. Lanes, streams,
hollows, everything was levelled: over vast desolate
spaces, not a blade of grass, mot a tomb, not a sign
of life.” (“ The Peasants of the Tonkin Delta” p. 86).
This is the kind of catastrophe that Washington wants
to provoke. In face of the enemy’s will of destruction,
hundreds of thousands of men and women are standing
by with their tools and equipment, ready at any
time, day and night, to fill up the least gap dug by
US. bombs. And to serve these hundreds of thousands

of laborers, thousands of health cadres from farm cooper-
a

htive.s and villages have been mobilized. The district
Pitals are ready at any time to rush personnel

t

pi‘:faords the ‘bombed dykes to give help, even to
of th:n Surgical operations. The medical organization
asic Or‘““age and of the cooperative constitutes the

P 8aMzation, which s assisted by those of the
It and the Province. ‘

e :
devey,, Zt the Immense needs
One hanq ! Pf the health servi
' 10 Increase the product

resulting from the
ces, we had, on the
lon of medicines and

.
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equipment, and on the other hand, rely on ajg fr
socialist countries. We also had, in accordancz‘n the
government directives, to disperse the factories -
trolled by the Health Ministry, enlarge local factory
and build new ones. The use of medical matel‘iall%E
traditional medicine made it possible to popularize ar?d
develop the manufacture of new medicines in the pro.
Some villages have become self-sufficient in
medicines through local production. Wit
ough decentralization, medical needs could be
et even i case of massive bombing and interruption
| communications. Many provinces, with the assis-
local engineering shops and workers, have
turned remains of downed U.S. planes into tools used
in minor surgery, gynecology, ophthalmology and oto-
rhino-laryngology.

The swift development of the medical network
requires new efforts in the distribution of medicines and
equipment. In comparison with the distribution of
equipment, that of medicines is less tightly planned:
so as to allow a simpler regulation. Planning and dis
tribution must also satisfy the requirements of the
most heavily bombed localities, which need partiCUl“rly

g e . . : )o-
large stocks of medicines, Decentralization of I ,
, , ) ; L moN,
duction has resulted in better coordination among
. ) . i ow
ProOvin ial distribution services. I\‘[;”]y villages 1

e ATl = asant 99
have their own stocks of medicines: the peasad

(0l

longer has 1o make a long, often perilous, journ y'nﬂ
are
tay medicines, and the health officer in the village
lonper meets with difficalties for his l)]’mﬁ(‘l'i])“‘mh"

enitd
muny  provinces and  districts, hos]

besides  the

21
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y drug-stores have been set up to serve am-
acy, g
sharmas,

ick pc()pl(?.

ﬂtory blL 1 ~r I ¢ po
o cet the ever increasing needs for cadres at all

i n } . L o .
e s necessary to improve the qualification
{ existing cadres and train new ones on a large scale.
§ ; : ‘ery 150,000
While in 1953, We€ l}ad one docto.r for f\ 0'1)‘ 150,00
ighabitants and 1 assistant-doctor for every 80,000 1Mt~
1 (¢

leVelS, It W

jabitants, ten years latt"‘/r, in 19651, we had one dm:‘mr
for every 8,700 inhabitants and 1 hc:xlth. oﬁlcg‘
for every 1,850 inhabitants. Even with this effort, it
would have been impossible to meet the needs of the
people’s war, in face of the destruction of human lives
cused by enemy bombing, had new views not been
adopted on the training of cadres. As the base network
was staffed with assistant - doctors, nurses, midwives,
sanitary agents of villages and cooperatives, this per-
sonnel had to be improved so as to be able to give
first aid in case of serious shocks caused by bombing,
ftidequately Atreat war wounds, immobilize fractures for
faisportation. The war needs should not result in

neg| tine =
ofghec ng the movement of general hygiene : problem

Uman faeces and drinkin i i
water; the fight against
fies, Mmosquitoes, r. . ) v

ohoid o t ats;mass vaccinations against cholera,
) ver, te : ‘ati '
DY—" »tetanus. Preparations should also be made
Verpons v ventual biological war, or to detect chemical
diss tmutmlelcilncould be used by the enemy, and to
teseagel insnt‘ 1%1 case of poisoning, Major hospitals and
thargeg Witl} ttutes under the Health Ministry are
. mproving the ifcats -
cadrog \\l/h() ng the qualifications of provincial
k"UWl(-(lg ,tm tlm‘n, will transmit their newly-
3 (&} '()(': 43 e % [ P,
adres of i istrict medical cadres, and the
tHages and cooperatives,

“uire
latg, ]

i
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The war requires

a  greatly
surgeons: the provincial surge
district ; they themselves atte
by Hanoi surgeons.

ncreased
ons train
it nd refreshep
cach surger
cadres”, this slogan has been p::r%;?(; tc,‘
where, and all hospitals have been t-Pm
schools of surgery. Many speci 1

Num or
thoge of

COurses 8ivey,

1'1“ nledi(}'ll
. ol
Ctica ever
i ansforme
alists in pediatries :
o i g atrics
diseases, or even epidemiology or pltie: i Fat
beco ~or & T i 3 Plf.lsmlo
‘come surgeons, specialists in anaestheticg
mation, and ophthalmologists or otorhinolaryngelgg:
have become practitioners of general surgery Abnd tg}iStS
within a short time, nearly all districts have N
provided with surgeons. e

intg
Ornal
8Y Thave
a nd reani-

But the war poses problems for the future as well
as the present time. The future means numerous sequels
of war wounds, neuro-psychiatric troubles to prevent
or to cure, for this war of unprecedented savagery
against the civilian population will certainly leave scars
on people’s souls as well as bodies. We shall have to
bandage the wounds of South Vietnam liberated after
more than twenty years of war, the cruel and indes-
cribable wounds inflicted by the most feroc%ous and
savage enemy of all times: American imperialism. The
future will also see the development of a highly
scientific medicine. The training of new cadres at 2
levels must be done at an accelerated pace. Tl‘lc di‘:‘
lopment of laboratories, that of the production <

L__
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. of medicines have revealed a lack of equi-
(]isﬂ'ibu“m1 en the number of medical cadres, itself
m he,t-w;fj and that of laboratory technicians and
Eﬁt‘:h- ’, This state of things should be changed.
o] Pmblems having pushed fundamental resear-

: lto the packground it is necessary to have? mc3re
ches T fundamental sciences to raise the scientific
cade ok = medicine and tackle theoretical problems
Jevel of mtllrlt‘ results of practice. As Hippocrates said,
P osfetd Z}ljl it'is the treatment which reveals the nature
wafter ’ :

the disease.’

fibrit
still it

of » :
In the field of medical research, Vietnam has defined
n

ed on the concrete conditions of

. own line bas )
its: QW achievements. The

practice, and on its et 8
legacy left in 1954 by 8.0 yCLEIS‘ of co 10111? is1 L(mdi)_
years of war Wwas appalling. Frightful .13‘15.1ene' eac

h in the countryside and the cities, epidemics
all countries in the world such as measles,
influenza, poliomyelitis, and epidemics
veloped countries, such

medical

tions bot
common to
whooping cough,
particular to so-called under-de ; '
as small pox, cholera, colibacillary diarrhoca, l‘)aClllary
and amacbic dysentery, typhoid and paratyphoid jfeve;r,
not to mention endemic malaria, intestinal pamsntom‘s,
tuberculosis and venereal diseases: this picture. in
itself constituted a physical indictment of coloniza-
tion, From a general mortality rate of 2o to 30 per
thousand, within ten years the D.R.V. has gone down
to one of the lowest rates, 7 per thousand, thanks to
an organization which extends into the villages, and
also to the development of medical researches. These

e
o=

et 5
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_ tlf(lu,
rc?seafclles lilave a practical aim - E
nzation with arms which must
sanple and not dangerous, in order
within a short time these ag
blems ‘ f \
ms of human faeces and of drinking water .° Pro.
}s]ource of most infectious diseases of intestix; pllmClpa]
7, S a lg
have .bee.n solved by the use of double septic ty .
the sinking of wells everywhere s ang

- » In the countrys;
well as the cities. Multiple or mixed int?;sdlde as
€Trmic

(.rgccmatxor'xs on a larg.e scale have made it Possible t,
r.:upe out infectious diseases and eliminate epidemics
I'he use of locally made Sabin-Chumakov vaccine haé
stopped poliomyelitis which had made ravages among
the children. Vaccination with killed B.C.G. and ambu-
latory treatment with I.N.H., biogenous stimulins and
Bacillus Subtilis have considerably lowered the morbi-
dity and mortality rates of tuberculosis. Vietnamese
surgery and - surgical specialities have in certain ficlds
their own techniques, such as non-bleeding hepaticrese-
tions. The study of traditional medicine has also been
made on modern bases and has brought many practical
results. The war against the U.S. aggressors has Posed
new problems which had to be urgently solved. Shock
resulting from war wounds in all forms has had

be promptly treated on a large scale, and with t.he
me with
Jtiple

be

to Provide our

be efficag,, “H
t Cacioyg

° allow it ¢, def, !
e-old scourges, Th !

most efficacious and simplest means. The sa
wounds on soft parts of the body, and opem, mu
or closed fractures. Practical solutions must also
found against eventual biological and chemical Warms
a barbarous and ruthless enemy. All these PrOble
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olved by our physicians, as well as the pro-
medicines in case roads are cut and

gaded. We have not been taken by surprise

are to be 9
;lem of 5uPP1y of

orts bgloecrns of this scope, as each hospital, each dis-
by prfr)y apart from their daily tasks, also had their
ensalys

rch plans. These problems have been included in
researesearch plans of all provinces, which had to be
ﬂizvided with theorctical and practical means for

solving them.

A positive
palance-sheet

With a medical organization
extending down to the villages and hamlets, with well-
trained cadres, the D.R.V. has been able to overcome
difficulties created by the war. By 1965 and 1966, all
villages in the plain and go per cent of the villages in
the mountainous regions had set up their own infir-
maries. 80 per cent of these infirmaries have assistant
doctors. Fach village has on an average 20 nurses
in? midwiyes and often a physisian practising traditio-
tl?e ?leldlcme. First aid for the wounded is given in
of theld'a%e~ or the hamlet itself, with the as§istance
o or tlls1 rict surgeon for difficult cases. Shock is treat-
of trang u :PQt thus avoiding the difficult problem
Ombinggor ation. In the provinces where frequent
ous, s el;ﬂake such transportation particularly hazard-
SUTgicali enS come to the villages to operate. Many
gouy, op fations have thus been performed in under-

Perating-rooms in villages, while enemy planes

A_



27

20
Vietn
amesy S
Se Stug;,

still roared overhead, and many human |
been saved. Except for a few mountai ooy bav
L B i 0 district
‘_‘Q;‘J_ft vho:pua!: now have their own surgical g S‘- "
and their own surgeons. Recalling that as Jate aemCes
nezr;y all operations had to be done in rs-“){.u'
‘hcsp:tals, one can realize what prodigious eff?)riwjx-],ﬂal
':»:ej I{}?.df to train surgeons and provide the c:)unzx
with the necessary surgical equi .
extensive network of t:’as: loig:ﬁz:?; ; T]t:lamks by
tion and competence of our cadres, to c?fsi,ca;ozl‘]ihdem
simple methods of treatment, in a: war when t;e x(l)lug-h
A ) -
murderous weapons have been profusely used by a
feror:ous enemy, the rate of mortality from war wounds
s not high. First of all, thanks to collective shelter,
individual shelters, underground passages, the number
of killed and wounded is relatively low, over Qo per
cent of the victims having been killed or wounded
when not in the shelters. The medical corps considers
it 2 duty to take part in this civilian defence, to give
it a strong impetus, since prevention is at the base of
our medicine. Digging trenches, individual shelters,
underground passages, all that is for preventing the
effects of air bombing or shelling by artillery. While
the ratio of wounds caused by light weapons Wa° A
per cent in World War II, 23 per cent in the Korea?
war, in North Vietnam, all wounds have been Caused
by bombs, rockets and artillery shells, The wou" :
caused by these weapons are much more serious and
often multiple wounds do not spare any par
body. Those caused by steel-pellet bombs ar¢
very complex.

often

¢ of the |

st ST

| network improves, the' rate of
wounded has been cons1de.rably
most heavily attacked provinces,
in 1966 Was 6o per cent lovs.rer
than the rate of mortality
during the Korean war and
In one of the most
te was 6 times lower
The network of first
peratives and

B Seruie. - s m= i i

1 Healt
r medic2
srtality among th;
m;;ere one of £h
Jo :

Yt'ft; as 0

wounde ‘
bombed cities, this ra

ths before, in 1966. :
k set up 1n €00
ery efficacious as it ensures
treatment for the wounded
thanks to methods
ding loss of

frequently
than 6 mon
zid and treatment of shoc

villages has proved to be v
most rational and simple
within the very first minutes,
which are continuously improved, thus avoi
time and difficult transportation, requiring only

plyethylene tubes for serum perfusion. In the above-
mentioned .
ntioned province, in 1965, the U.S. air pirates
Z;t;i‘;f-‘drlg%' times in 609 places: the surgical team
exi I?C :Vl;lmgl h.OSpltal had to come 143 times to the
o of district and village teams. In 1966, the
My attacked 2,757 ti : ,
Provine: 757 times in 1,433 places: the
‘ n(.la.l Surgical team h d .
mes, Ty g6 ¢ ad to interveme only 51
Y the Pfovi;nciglper Ce.nt of cases were operated on
distric teams, Ry :urgdlcal team, and the " rest by
Villgee oo+ CArst-aid ¢ :
ber:ris N 1966 attended tiartns. of cooperatives and
> 35 the district ang prO\er’ e ?S i
A N of : incial teams. The b
lich hae Cooperative i e
oo 3 Shown jhs e Villages and - districts
C ﬁght, has 1e flmency In peace-time e 1d ,
1t of yyg, in Sc(1> Proved to be efficient irf) t}f-
Nds. With this base orgamizatione
)
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the difficult and urgent problem of w
ation has been solved. To the mobi]
in attending to his own wounded, we T
spot immediate treatment, by our base Organijy, o
This base organization makes it possible
a long war: it is the expression of the
strategy in the medical field. Create
cfforts during ten years of peace,

ar-time trang
Ity of the Enery,

atiop,
for us ¢, face
people’s y,,
d through Immepg,

it has successfylly
tackled the new tasks imposed by the U.S. war of

aggression,

Thanks to this base organization, the D.R.V. has
also been able to ward off epidemics which could have
had disastrous effects in war time. The war of destruc
tion by air bombing, by killing men and cattl,
destroying water reservoirs and sanitary works, is in
itself the source of numerous epidemics. Biological and
chemical warfare, which the Americans have frenziedly
prepared and are beginning to carry out, tops tht
long list of U.S. crimes. We must be ready to copt
with any eventuality. That is why the prophylaxis
problem has been given particular attention.

In 1965 and 1966, as a result of the impulse gV
by Party organs in provinces, towns, districts, vill28®
and  cooperatives, thanks to the cadres of our D&
orggnizations, our hygiene and epidemiology dispe™”
saries, considerable work has been done to solve the
problems of human facces and of drinking water- ~
two years, and particularly in 1966, more double septic
tanks have been built and more wells sunk than i ¢

Lort.
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I ey S
= rhe provinces most heavily attac ,”.
[hetI*s have even surpassed the others
e ffort. The city of Hanoi has
tion, putting an end to the

ation of facces 1n

SOf eace. v
0.8, air pif
npreccdented e
lved this ques
1 unpleasant transport : et
and 1900, vaccination was carric
ino the precedi ars.
ale than during the preceding ls;< ar
: ~patificati acainst sma YOX
Besides vaccination by sc arification | against :,n‘l [1
| intradermic vaccination with killed B.C.G., poly-
anc : _ : 0§ s
i« vaccinat & S : cction
wlent intradermic vaccination by a single .m] ct
against cholera, typhoid fever and pzu'u'typlnml(.l f(tV.(?I'S,
tetanus, has been cffected. Per os vaccination against
poliomyelitis with Sabin-Chumakov vaccine has been
crried on despite transportation difficulties. To meet
these needs, the Hygiene and Epidemiology Institute
has had to make greatly increased efforts to manu-
fact(;xre the vaccine. In 1965 and 1966, the Institute
o 1 . . i
fo ﬂu‘ced 131 million doses of various vaccines, Thanks
11 Yir ' 3 . i .
Vﬂccimt? gantic effort in the fields of hygiene and
atlon, g . X
TaPpeare d, dlo d_fms"?rous cpidemics have appeared or
War, b(’Cau,SQ espltﬁ the destructions caused by the
‘ause smgq
lated g carly fl’ox and cholera had been elimi-
Dider: as
Pldemics of Colibaciuate 1957. Even small seasonal
i ary dj
only loealiss y diarrhoea have become rarer
. Ocalities where Ly T,
T ATe Still wnsatistactoy s easUres and
i Nsatisfactori . o
Proyipe St malariy is also bej ly applied. ['he
. ¢ng carried on, More

tw : i
WO years have achieved the

. " le it possible

. Plamn to mjgyr.

o -‘ ‘ grate
fonmrly nfested g,

y('af
py the
in this U
dvfinitcly 50
Jangerous anc '
fhe city. In 1905
out on a larger sc
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and this migration has R

. C i
economic development of the countr;ntnbuted to ¢,
! o

malaria,

The protection of mothers and child

made great advance. The sinkine of (\r?n e
building of bathrooms in the counavsidewhel
women meet their daily hygiene needs, whic F dibesl

il _ Eivn ' . . e vhich was not
possible in 011?1er days. Investigations made in dif-
ferent COQQemtlves have shown that wherever ther
1S a sufﬁcmnt number of wells and bathrooms, the
proportion of cervicitis and vaginitis is comparatively
lower. Gynecology services have been created in district
hospitals for the treatment of women’s most common
diseases. A number of villages have also been provided
with these services. Birth control propaganda, for the
protection of the mothers’ health, has been carried on. In
some provinces the rate of population increase has been
lowered from 34 per thousand in 1963 to 25 Pt Hadie
sand in 1965. In Hanoi, in 1965, this rate droPP“d,:';
2z per thousand. Nurseries and kindergartens, desplc
wartime difficulties, have also developed. & S(I)&Td
provinces, the number of children kept and 100
after in such establishments has risen from 1o
per cent. In the more heavily attacked PTO‘”“CCS’ of
rate is highest. The U.S. aggressors have it SI;
the children. The bombing by
farm in Quang Binh province killed
of encmy attacks, cooperative farm
have divided their nurseries and

also
lls and the

this
ed

20 children: I}rms,
s, like State
kindergarte?®

U.S. planes ot 2 fact |

3
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Th Health

mall units, which are provided with air-raid
] underground passages. It is a moving, and

ame time comforting spectacle to see the chil-
t the ° hearing an air raid warning, calmly slip into
s 3?clter5- Moving, because of the daily threats to
:Ef:f El‘ives, and comforting, because it shows that even
kiddies have learnt how to defend themselves.

o arate S
chelters and

A great effort has been made to develop medical
researches and  the manufacture The
treatment of shock from war wounds and commotions
is ensured through a wide use of various artificial
serums, N.T.g (1) and retro-styloidian injections. The
sse of these methods in the above-mentioned province
has resulted in lowering the mortality rate by 6o per
cent in a year, when the number of wounded has risen
by 80 per cent. A new impetus has been given to the
treatment of fractures by traditional methods, which
have been perfected as a result of anatomical and
physiological studies. The dressing of infectious war
WOl.mrls, open fractures and burns with the use of
b‘.m””s subtilis fluid, has been studied with encoura-
%:Z]g fr(f:uitesr;tLi[keWi?e" many sgrgical techniques, reser-
i the cuttinrra hrospltals .untll a few years ago, such
liver, have !150 a“l,)dy of diseased matter in lung apd
SUgical teams WI tegl(lln tq b(? Perf'ormed by provincial
Vaotine Compr.izigara ermic 1n]ec't10ns of a polyvalcx'lt
and Paratyphosd bf a vaccine against chqlera, typl.'lmd
£G., have bee ever, tetamc. anatoxin and. kl'“(’:d
¢ been perfected, which makes vaccinations

of medicines.

(1)

4 py .
broducy of Vietnamese laborvatovies.

P
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simpler and more efficacious. New methods mg, it

possible to preserve and tranfpm:t th‘o Sabin Vaceing
Vaccinations against leptospirosis with a wvaccipe o
killed bacilli have also been performed. Wide yg of
killed B.C.G on children and allergic ErOWN-ups (12 mjj
lion doses prepared in two years) has resulted iy ,
lowerme of the tuberculosis rate even in tar time,
. tional medicine has led to the popu.
> of some vegetal extracts for th,
f intoxication, hepatic insufficiency, helmiy.
i polvarthritis, snake bites, and tp
cupuncture in pediatrics. Closely
medicine and traditional medicine,
actical results obtained, our physi
, and chemists are conducting new
resee.fches on drugs and methods of treatment, thus
posing new theoretical problems which will gradually
be solved through experimentation and treatment.
Epidemiologic investigations made with the cooper
tié)n of lab;)r—atories of immunology and biochemxsir_\i
have uncovered a few hitherto unknown diseases .anu
tackled new prophylactic and therapeutic problems.

To sum up, in two years of war agai_ﬂs’f:a r'ﬂnli
less enemy, the development of our orgam'zatxg?u;w
researches has given an unprecedented .H_Dpf e
our health services. It has given our medlcmﬁlof1 and
dypamism and put the new medical generatl o 1he
the pew leading cadres to the test. COHFY?? orgal
U.S. aggressors’ expectations, our med‘wd o ctis
zation, with its cadres, its methods, ifS hgg over
sense as regards prophylaxis and tream}““t' amber ol
come all difficulties created by them. The 1

i
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res has increased and their q.uali.ty hafl 1m;11i‘z:egf,
- made it possible to maintain a dura ’
which has rfla edical studies and five years for pharma-
g ith a view to the future. Besides the
ceatical sonties, ¥ f : researchers, we have a
oo pew generation o .Vf"_mfw ’ .
mmf" of experienced practitioners who carry ouF wi
n .tence and devotion the difficult daily tasks in war
c.omptin two years, 1,357 doctors have graduated from
:ll:e'l\fedical College and 3,408 assistant‘-doctors from
provincialmedical schools. At the_same time, 355 Phar—
macists and 236 assistant-pharmacists have been trained.
Nearly all physicians have attended refresher courses, in
order to be able to fulfil their new tasks. The training
of laboratory technicians has also been promoted on a
large scale. The number of village midwives and nurses
has increased, and nearly all of these have undergone
refresher training, so that in each village there are now
* an average three nurses and ome midwife. The
;f;itlz;iic:n?if ;:és base ;etwork explains thy i.n spite of
it has becy esprea borpbmg by the U.S. air pirates,
Possible to give on-the-spot treatment to

the woundeq To
hav - 10 the enemy’s organizat; T
B2ve 0pposeq 4 fixed and ganizational mobility we

ad mobijg ooy s ubiquitous base organization
‘strict and provincial organization

our € ad

six ¥

*
TO c
8 out
"}E’Pher of megic this heavy task, our Pharmacy, the
t-hf Prodyey, ) lge, has. had to mage great efforts fo
5 prog e i:c distributjop of medicines, In 1966r
s Teased by 54 per cent ‘
Vs I comparison
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with 1965, 50 per cent in COmparisoy . .

In 1066, our sales network of pharmaceuticzlt I,
increased by 55 per cent in comparisop w’prr,,%
almost every village having its own 4 'Fh I,
the most threatened provinces, the stoczlgs;ore, h
tial medicines is sufficient for several years 1?h -
maceutical industry, which is beginning to' deve A
the provinces, will soon be able to meet thelop iy
needs, € logy

WHE.\' :IS aggression started, the foremos

question put to our medical corps wa
whether we should resign ourselves to seg:g vtvliz
wqundgd die, our hospitals collapse, the former
epidemics return, or we should prove ourselves
capa‘ble not only of facing the danger but als
continuing the building of a socialist medicine,
begun ten years ago. If this question had not beet
correctly answered nothing could have been done.
Thﬁé foremost task was to ensure a thorough ideo
logical education for all cadres, who studied tbe
general -situation in the country from every angle.
The b§51s for that education was constituted by 2
analysis by the Vietnam Workers’ Party of the
strengths and weaknesses of U.S, imperialism and
of our own people’s weaknesses and immenst

possibilities, of the tasks faced by the Vietnames |

People — from an international as well as natio

7 Heslih Service:
™
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¢ view and the consciousness of our being
po ple of defeating the U.S. aggressors.
ully @PEC f bility to win, our medical
Firmly convinced of our ability + OOT 1O
cadres bave be‘fn working with a new spxlnt. Apply,'-
ing to the medical field the strategy of ’fne people s
war, they have shown unequglled devotx'on, rapidly

tting rid of obsolete practices and views, show-
ig:g creativeness f':lt all !evels, iq the technical as
well as organizatlonal f_xeld. Medical Worker§, from
college professors to village nurses, are animated
with the same will, the same spirit. They are men
and women deeply conscious of their responsibility
to their fatherland and their profession. They
are acting like combatants, like revolutionaries.

To the deluge of steel and fire poured by the
U.S. imperialists on our cities and villages, we
oppose men determined to serve and to win. To
the destructive techniques of the most highly
industrialized imperialist power, we oppose a
revolutionary organization and a revolutionary
conception of medicine.

int O

In a word, revolutionary man has got the better
of brutal technique, in the medical field as in
others.

o understand the

: fficult ¢
(1t will be difficu etnamese medicine

successes recorded by North Vi .
in war time withowt a knowledge of the genera

line which inspires it. We have thought 1t use/:el
to reproduce in full in the following pages t
“Interview with Dv Thach" published 1 owr
issue of May, 19()5).




Interview with

Doctor Pham Ngoc Thach

Minister of Health

Vietnamese Studies. — Your ministry has vecently made a

report onm its activities duving the past ten years (1‘/. If‘e
should be glad to inform our veaders on the main points in
this report, especially this one: How has a poor country like
the Democvatic Republic of Vietnam succeeded within a few
years in setting up a medical and saniiary organization
which can meet most exiensive needs ?

Dr. Thach. — You have correctly presented the problem :
a poor country with few resources aund enormous needs is
facing an apparently insoluble contradiction. To be more
precise, our country in 1955 was not only Ppoor; to age-old
misery was added the havoc wrought by several years of
war. The population was threatened with famine. Moreover —
and we should not be afraid of using the right word — we
were a backward country. Centuries of feudalism followed
?Y nearly a century of colonial regime had left our country
I a state of unthinkable backwardness. People sFiIl drapk
Vater from stagnant pools and invoked the spirits when

they fell i1,
eturied to Hanoi

T et ¢
1) 1955—1965. The D.R.V. government ¥ 2
o October 10(,) I5954, after eight years of war (1946—1954)-

S B
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V.S How was the health situation?

Dy. Thach. — Millions of people suffered from My,
and trachoma, hundreds of thou§ands fr.om tuherculosj j
venereal diseases and leprOS)_f, w}?xle p'ractxcally the enﬁr'_

lation was infected with intestinal Parasites, o
Pogjtina.l infections of all kinds were rampant : g;
:;:, ;;nterv' enteritis, which at‘Facked adlﬂjts and
iI;differe-ntly. And then each de1.1\_/ery .’cmd C]f“ldbirth Provol,
dangerous puerperal and uglblhca.l. 1nfect1on.s_ P“Eumonja
measles, whooping-cough, dlpht}.nerla, typhoid feyer "
most frequent. And in the follgwmg years there were
epidemics of influenza and poliomyelitis.

arrhge,
Childgg,

s Wers
Serigyy

V.S.— As far as I know, theve were less than oye R
physicians, to care for thos.e millions of.sick people. |
vecall my visits to some hospitals at that time: what [ g,
looked vather like wvefuges for the dying. How did you fight
the battle ?

Dr. Thach.— What would you do if you were respons:
ble for the health of the population?

V.S. — 1 would ask the goveyrnment to build big hospita.ls,
buy medicines and modern equipment, invile jomg«t
specialists to give treatment to sick -peo;tlwle. and tm]?}:l:?o
physicians. Isn't health the mosi precious thz'ng, forw;:l y
sacrifice would be too great? Duving the Resistance, }:nspi);als
my friends who weve physicians dveamt of up-to-dale Od
that would be built after independence had been vecoversd:

e havt
Dr. Thach.— Certainly, during the _last few yeazsu?pmeﬂﬁ
built quite a number of hospitals with modemn €q

bring

R me to

specialists from fraternal countries haved coa pumber °
y . ade

us precious aid. Our government has m e, Lw[an)"o

’ vi
substantial grants to the people’s he.alth. Se-rworl medic®
our physicians urged action in that direction i octor
has made great progress in the last few years

peen longing to have the most modern methods i
the sick. This is a legitimate desi

Ie, but I must
that our efforts have not been Concentrated qon this

admit

v b don’t quite understand why doctors
‘ ;o}l {'l,ll think of veating theiv patients wis 45,
/I’s‘gus means which the development of scieng
pact

availablg'

should not
¢ MOst effin
e has mads

Dr. Thach.— You have mentioned the battle we had 1o
geht. It was indeed a war against diseases. In the first place,
vfe had to determine a stratt‘agy adapted to conditions in our
country. Had we simply built hospitals, how many of them
would we have to build to receive and treat those millions of
sick people ? How many doctors, how much medicine would
be required ? You give treatment to one patient while hund-
reds are waiting at the door of your establishment. We should
have placed ourselves in an untenably defensive position. And
what is worse, a patient who had been cured might soon be
ill again with the same disease or another one.

We have resolutely adopted an offensive strategy : to
attack diseases at their roots before they appear. In other
words : Prevention is better than cure !

V.S.— Does this in

any way affect the treatment of
patients ?
. Dr. Thach.— Not at all. We think that treatment is very
mportg;

: nt, but we don’t regard it as the only objective, the
‘M of medicine ; we treat patients as individuals to
::;:tthem a.nd alleviate their sufferings, but we consider the
effic;n ?nt given to each of them a link contributing to more
Wi cloUs prevention of diseases. A cured patient is one less

 of contamination. With proper education he may

sole 4

¢
ome g go,

) d : . A
diseageg, If we Propagandist for the measures which preven
Main aspectg -

look at it that way medicine comprises three

i

.
:
;
!
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_ measures of general Lygiene 0 sustne g healthy

social environment ;
_— massive inoculation a
ili iate treatm
__ diligent care and appropria ent for the i

gainst specific diseases ; ang

V.S. — What do you mean by ‘‘ensuring a healthy Socig
envivonment "' ?

4. — We have mentioned the poverty anq back
wardness of our people. Our compatriots live in Co“ditiox;
which are favorable to the spread of many diseases. To thinz
only of treating the sick, without seeki.ng to improve living
conditions and to eliminate some practices, would be fut),
You remember the ponds in our villages a few years ag;

How did people use them ?

Dr. Thac

V.S. — I remember very well. People came there to wash

clothes, vice, vegetables, to bathe themselves. Buffaloes came t; |

drink or wallow in the waler. Pond water was also wused for
cooking food. The ground in the vicinity was littered with gar-
bage and each rain brought into the pools all kinds of refuse.

Dr. Thach. — You have omitted the most important detail:
the rains also brought into the pools fecal matters from men
and beasts, for people had the habit of relieving themselves
in any place they found convenient. The water of the Po?ls
thus became a real nursery for germs, a concentration point
for eggs of all kinds of intestinal parasites. You can €
see how this favored the spread of many diseases: diarrhoed,
dysentery, typhoid fever and other intestinal in
think of a physician who has used a lot of ant
cure a man from dysentery, for instance ; the patient gets W )
is discharged, only to carry on with the practice Of' dno
ing water from the pool where he also washes his rice &
vegetables. You may also remember the flies swarmi
the heaps of garbage and fecal discharges before desc;ﬂ -
on the food, or on the lips and eyes of people, of ¢

fections. No¥
ibiotics ¥

asily !

y. Remember the triad: water, feca)
flies, fleas, mosguitoes...). Sinking wey
le to drink only boiled water, building

nd other insects thus became foremg

matters, and
§, persuading
latrines, killing
st tasks for the

espocid)
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eop

among the measures of general hygiene, we should a1
education in cleanliness: cleanliness of food, clothes a:Z

cite E s :
ying quarters: Ensuring for instance, that cach member of
2 family has his or her own towel has been a great task

py persuading midwives in the countryside to deliver
pabies in an aseptic manner and to cut the umbilical cord
with sterilized instruments, .the infantile and puerperal mor-
tality rate has been considerably reduced, and this hasg
proved more efficacious than massive importation of anti-

biotics.

V.S. — Besides measuves of geneval hygiene, aren't there
special measures for a number of diseases ?

Dr. Thach. — Firstly, there are large-scale vaccinations
andinoculations against small pox, cholera, typhoid fever, teta-
nus, poliomyelitis, tuberculosis. For years, there has been in
North Vietnam no case of smallpox, cholera or plague, while
1o other country in South East Asia has been completely
spared. In our country, typhoid fever and poliomyelitis are
on the way to extinction. Modern medicine also puts at our
;i:;fg:all eificacious means of jtreating malaria, tuberculosis,
infecti}:) ;15 lgrc are many gcpve antibiotics against various
s inoc;_ll 'Z’ closely combl'n‘mg measures of general hygiene
portar ations and specific treatment, we have obtained

results.

VS, - ’
Where gig But doesn’t all that require considerable personnel ?
Officer e you get the doctors, nurses, midwives, sanitary
Stodo all these tasks ?

Dy, T
“acade _h,“""h-* That is the main problem. There is an
mig ?’

way of doing things, which means reserving the

o o AR A A

s

.
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medicine for specialists with  several yeq.
pﬂfm & fical  colieges. Anyone  treating gy, -
tranmang .‘;‘i‘:‘@ through seven years of medical Studieg
iy fw three vears’ specialization in ophmm%
“’,‘mﬁi‘é_."‘ an inj.cctim\, or delivering an infant, nu&
Petoes S tudv for several vears before geyy;

;awives had to §
and aRAWINRS ' v - .
their cernfcates Had we followed this academic way,

would have at best Sl at ew

wents. But for us who are building socialism, under ty,
f:mie:smp of & Marxist-Leninist party, medicine has ta hay
2 mass character. We rely on the creative spirit of the magsg

we

snd believe that once thev are conscious of the importane |

of a guestion they will find means to sol\-e\ it. There a
among the masses people of all walks of life who have
passion for medicine and who after a short course of specif
training, become good nurses or sanitary oft‘if:em and ar
able to give adegquate care o patients sufiering from malany
trachoma, teberculosis... Within a few vears we have succesdsd
by this method in building up 3 network of assistant-physt
cj:az:s. midwives, purses and sanitary officers covering th
whole rural area of our country. In each village, deliver
is now carried out in an aseptic manner, the iuha‘oémfs
caz obtain injections against smallpox, v:halera,' t)’p_b&*:
fever, etc, get first aid in case of sudden nunm:l
accident. For each district, which is made up of =¥

4 ital wh Ch can t_reﬂt S
villages, we have a rural hospitai 1 . B exc

flinesses, and t simple surgical operation i
carry ou mp rgi beemplﬁt |

provincial town there is a polyclinic. But it should

sized that this medical network directs its efforts )

toward the prevention of diseases. o o
V.8. — How efficient are the cadres trained SO rapidl A

on such a lavge scale ? I cowld not help feeling SOME appr g

sion when I learnt, for imstance, that village sanitary ©

ven treatment t0 a few thousands o |

m_

- actnally performing surgical operations gy - 1)

s es

pr. Thack. — Yes, we now have severa)
age cadres who can perform such operay;
"‘“gl which is so frequent

thousands o7

0nS to cure Ch-
& comphication of trachom

"\)P““ d f entropt
tandi reds of thousands o enLroplon cases have been operated
:'ﬂ-‘n our villages. This is almost incredible, bt true, After

a fow weeks of tmjuing, o village cadres e W"mm thas
L ocal ope ration. The number of entropion cases ig the
:ou S iry are HOW estimated at over a million. How could you
‘,er.lf’:‘ on all of them if you had to wait unnl you had
:;oush certificated surgeons ?‘TO try to solve our problems in
- cademic way would be like fighting our war of national
hberation only with regular troops, commanded by officers
graduated from military colleges. You know how our armed
forces were organised during the Resistance, don’t vou?

V.S. — There were regudar ivoops who kad received advancad
insiruction amd ivaining . tkey weve abls 1o fight om ali
prrains, engage in all forms of warjare, and were preparad fo
intervene in arduous combats. These regular forces whose number
was relafively small were assisted by a whole network of regional
forces and village self-dsfence umits whick eperated m ikeir
wrn recions and villages. The combalanis 1s these vegional
and village jformaiions participated in fhe fighiing while
omliRuing their work in ihe fizlds: thev weve peasants
srms. The regular forces were the top of a vast pyramid whose
M was our emtire people wha had rissw wp againsi the
aggressor,

Dr.. Thach. — Well, our medical organization is like that
Pramid you have mentioned. The village sanitary cadre is

\\
g‘)ﬁ?uhop ion, a frequemt complication of irackoma, is &
e mn:r? "idrds of the eyelids, which causes the eyelashes
o @ super “OUSEY against the eyeballs. Its treatment comsists
s1eal excision of the edges of the eyelids.

.
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ti//’//_\
:san who inl the beginning defendeq hi
t}:‘or a bamboo pike then little by lim:
> ifle, 0 attack a patrol, then to Captyr
After a few years of PTactice, .
hospital or some complement,
tary cadre who was originally a

like the local par
village with a lan
Jearnt to handle
small military p05t§.
term of probation in a

" illage sani o
courses, the ViTas e or a midwife ¢
t gradually becomes a Durs apable o

ases or practising some surgical opep,.
tions. The best among them gradually <':li_mb up the ladder .

s Allv become good assistant-physicians. The physicigyg
ev enf“or{; at the provincial or district town thus have at the;
;x:;o:al a whole network of coll.aboratOfs who help them o
diagnosis, treatment and prevention of <.ilseas.es. The _Common
cases are treated locally and the hospitals in the cities cay
then be reserved for serious cases. At the base, there is pot
only this network of medical and sanitary cadres but algg
the‘ entire people mobilized for the struggle against diseases,

peasan i
treating common dise

V.S. — What is exactly the vole of the certificated phy-
sicians, the specialists, in this vast army? Is it that of a

gemeral siaff?

Dr. Thack — That of a technical and scientific general
staff. I said ““ technical and scientific ”’, for there is at the
base a problem of general mobilization of the entire popu-
lation, a problem of orientation, of overall strategy of
medico-sanitary action which requires another type of lead-
ership, another general staff.

We have a strategy, a personnel recruited and trained
in a particular manner, who must now be given adequate
weapons, that is the means for appropriate prevention and
treatment of diseases. It is the task of the medical O
to perfect these means and propagate them.

V.S. — Haven't these wmeans been alveady Pb"f""’”d 9
world wmedicine ?

T .

n

Thach — Obviously, we don’t have to re-invent for
s the whole of medicine. We apply methods invented
oursel‘ve tists of different countries, but in many cases these
scien h‘a‘vc been devised for highly industrialized countries,
ethf;isir application in our country meets with difficulties
anc'l t often cannot be overcome. For instance, there is the
Wtzcg' anti_tuberculosis vaccination which was invented near-
?. forty years ago. The. B.C.G. is a live vaccu'xe the use
}; which requires special precau.txons r.lot pos;xble in an
fn dustrially backward coufltry, with an 1ne>fper}enced corps
¢ purses. These inconveniences have led scientists in many
gountries to try to find a dead B.C.G. vaccine which could
pe handled more easily. They have failed. They did not
rsevere in their experiments, as their respective countries
can afford the elaborate precautionary measures needed in
vaccination with live B.C.G. In our country, we have to
find a vaccine easy to handle, or give up vaccination. So
we tenaciously carried out experiments with killed B.C.G.
and we succeeded in developing a vaccine which is very easy
to handle, yet remains very efficacious. At present, millions
of people have been vaccinated with killed B.C.G. and we
noted a marked decline in T.B. morbidity, especially among
children. For other inoculations, we have successfully expe-
rimented with intradermic injections which require much
smaller quantities of drugs than for sub-cutaneous or intra-

muscular injections and do not provoke any dangerous or
Painful reaction.

pDr.

V.S. — Did you sometimes have to modify methods of
treatment which have become classical ?

& Dr. Thach. — To try to simplify the means put at the
ast;i)osal of the masses, such has been our constant preoccu-
? ©n. I again take the example of tuberculosis. This disease
$ Mow efficacio
Combined
th

usly treated in many countries with the
i use of three drugs: INH, streptomycin, PAS. Of
» INH is the most efficacious, and the cheapest and
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ile since it is administ',ared orally, 'and 8 not

easiest to handic ‘But it requires adjuvants to increage ity
open to acad?nttrepwmvcin and PAS which are commop)y
efficaciousness: ;‘th I‘Nl‘i are expensive and difficult to
used together W sy cause intoxication. Treatment with
) long stay in  hospita) ,

pandle as they m
those three drugs
condition which WO

requires & e
uld considerably limit the number of

seople who could be given treatment. We have perseveringly
frmd +o use other efficacious drugs' together with INg
During the years of Resistance, We tried to use‘the Filatoy
e r_ho\d (injection with placenta extract) agan.nst various
infections. We combined it with t}:le treatment with INH, At
first, we got no results. Then friends who practised tradi.

cested the injection of placenta extracts

tional medicine SUgS a
at the point of lung acupuncture (in the omo-vertebral area),
ns of thousands of cases have been successfully

At present, te
treated with INH combined with Filatov injections at the
point of lung acupuncture. This method has proved to be as

efficacious as the triple treatment with INH, streptomycin

and PAS.
V.S. — So you have not hesitated to vesorl to traditional

Oriental medicine, although you have been trained in Westert
medicine. Do youw do it just as an experiment o¥ systematt-

cally ?

Dr. Thach. — It is firstly a question of principle- We
greatly appreciate the thousand-year-old experience af o
people (and of all Oriental peoples). The scorn of Wats
trained physicians for traditional medicine derives folt &
erroneous conception of science and a profound jgnorance .Zc
the results obtained by traditional medicine. Those who desP W
the age-old experience of many peoples only show how-narr(t)ilj
their scientific knowledge is. Besides, Western medicin® ?ers
remains powerless before many diseases. The number afh®
and bone-setters who now practise in the most dfavei‘;ise
countries, and the profusion of home remedies 17 pit®
countries testify to the fact that Western medicin® !

tﬂ’viﬂﬂl' ot R,
i B——— R ™

/

owerless before many diseases while certain treatme

get accepted of ficially have proved to be ef ficacions nts not
I need only refer t,O acupuncture the efﬁcacim;s

as now been universally recognized and I WO;;;;SS of

attention to the extreme richness of ty, also

a of traditional medicine, € vegetal

whiCll h
llke to draw

pharmacopoei

v.S.— Among the tens of thousands of vegetal varietie
ound in our COUNLYY, how can you know which opes h;v‘:

medicinal properties ?

Dr. Thach. — Naturally, one cannot experiment on all
those vegetal varieties one after another. The age-old
experience of the people and physicians of the traditional
school comes into play here. There are about 16,000 people
practising traditional medicine. Shall we * outlaw * them, or
shall we pay the greatest respect to this ancient sciencc:, of
which they keep the secrets, and integrate them into our
medical machinery ? We have followed the second path
"I"ogether”with physicians trained in modern methods those.
trg;i?(lfsal ared.nox\.r studying the scientific application of
g line 1cat101?s to numerous diseases. While they
el C(l) ainted -V\Tlth the fundamental notions of modern
methods’of lir physicians legrn the principles and important
g g rea'tme'nt used in traditional medicine. Thus, we

ubstantial increase in both personnel and prescrip-

tions,
, and an i

mport: ; i # i
Tesearch portant new orientation in our scientific

Vs

e — T k .

?repa,e 4 from :ve seen in our drugstores many new medicines

g hithepsy ur country’s flora which ave gradually replac-
O Mmported products.

Dr.
- Lhach, .
e of the i working systematically in this direc-

trii(:cines' We Stgfea];t’diﬂicul.ties of poor countriesis lack of
10peduse OU pharm dvé to .1mport a number of products,
’ everthelegsace“twal industry is not yet well deve-
5S, from our experiments with traditional

A
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e have succeeded in prgpaﬁng a great numpe, |
either against specific  troubles, for instan()f
helminthic medications or againgt Cllrrece
ailments, such as } anti-diarrhoeic’ an:t l
theumatic etc. medications. Many diseases can also pe Cureg ,
at small cost by acupuncture. We promote the cultivatiq, ; f
medicinal plants, not only on an industrial scale but W,

individual families. We encourage each family, p Srbicnlagy in
arden a few Plantg '

medicine, W
local products,

antidysenteric, anti- : :
anti-neuralgic,

the countryside, to grow in a corner of its g
for the treatment of common diseases (headache, diarrhoey )

and plants with antibiotic properties... We have evep begun
to export a number of pharmaceutical products extracteg
from our country’s flora: rutin, palmatin, rauwolfia extract, ’

V.S.— I couldn't quite understand when you spoke of the
orientation in scientific vesearch. Certain physician friends of
mine, who have come back from abroad, complain of the diff-

culties they meet with in their vesearches., ’

Dr. Thach— No doubt, a poor, industrially under-developed

country has not the means that more highly developed coun- |

tries possess, but shall we fold our arms in the domain of
research ? On the contrary, the less means a country has, the |

more it must develop technical and scientific research, so asto |
find out processes and methods appropriate to its national
conditions. In scientific research, we have to consider, on the
one hand, the technical and material means, and on the other,
the orientation of the research. If we conceive research work ‘
as it is done in other places, if we only repeat and verify the

works of scientists of other countries, we can only feel |
mparable ‘

depressed by our powerlessness. Research work is ¢0 o
to the exploration of a virgin forest. If we follow the £°7 |
that better equipped and more experienced scientis fully

trodden, we cannot achieve great results. We must caL ,_-e,r;t

study what other people have done, strive to get e l:rail. ’
scientific knowledge, but we must also blaze our owtrl o |
Only by boldly taking up practical problems of our counfrfuyid |
endeavouring to solve them, can we make our WOrk

ts have '

h,;grﬂi&fﬂ- ..
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I haveé given the ?x.a“?p le of tuberculggig
instance, about antibiotics, They are Vers C.o
pot yet able to P r.Oduce them. We haye done r
girections. Experiments being made wip g, o . o> 18 Other
Bacillus Subtilis ars yielding very 800d results asily cultivateq
ment of many diseases, the Subtiljg - I In the' Vi
After verifying the clinical results, we mustp:ce :}ntxbiotics'
has worked: here complex physic, cher;{ip},lalJrl lhs
are necessary, and we must make tremendozd
obtain indispensable equipment as we]] as to ac u.s efforts to
knowledge. Yet, however great the difﬁ(ju]tiesq Ire adequate
scientific workers of the poorer countrieg must noina):' be, the
hopes. We are in a little explored virgin forest, ang glve up all
precisely because of our poverty, we can find ;hort c:’;l;etlmes,

Here g another
stly and we dbe

V.S — .You said that traditional medicine offered
excellent oviemtation for scientific research What a . ;:m
; oes this

mean ?

. ﬁ; Z;z/ach. — T[.’akc. for instance the medicinal plants.
b es'c],1 §c1ent15ts abandon plants ang resort to
ot ;})mt Ie51s. But what is the extract of a plant,
it Ttllllp ex body, ?he product of a complicated

¢ thus, we have either ready - made medicines or

dicine i th 4
the Chemift?t;;: fi;lce Of the diversity of products turned out by
for tpe treatm Physician does not know which ones to use
tmditional mediex}t of such and such diseases. Starting from
Gtiong g, Whic; 'N€, we have at the same time clinical indi-
ad e Prody to rely for experimentation with the plants
"al short Cutg °ts of a total or partial synthesis. These ar;
i offered ug by traditional medicine, There only

€ quest;
100 of how to take advantage of them.

1\V' S_
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Dr. Thach — Due to Complex hist

has been a Tupture between traditiong)

In the West, This is regrettable. we shall 4
course, but there ig g danger of letting .

this =

. o : ; 5 age-g]
0% medicine disappear rapidly, because o
it, those who Practise it will hav.
Years from now.

Oricg] re

wna Modery Meg;,;
ine
ta B

: Knoyw,
1f Wwe d()n’t “led 3

Moreover,
and reafforesting on » very
¥ears many so-called w
Our pharmacopoeia wij
expedite the study
Innumerable plants
for scientific rese

we are exploitine 4
big scale, Wi thinba fer, foresly
1ld species wil] ha
11 be greatly impo
of the curative pr
, select them, angd
arch are not lacking

Ve disappears
Verished. We
operties of our coy
cultivate them. gy

V.S. — I realise that a lo¢ of work has been
Yégard 1o general hygiene, treats
reszarch, formation of cadres
saries, sick-rooms ..
achievement ajter ten

done yith
nent of diseases, Scientifis
» installation of hospitals, dispen-
What is, in your view, the most important
years of labour 2

Dy, Thach. — 1 think the

creation of the whole me
village level,

most important point is the
dico-sanitary network down t‘;
the putting of medicine in the service zf
peasants living in the remotest hamlets, the.trmnmtisuf
medical and sanitary workers of peasant stock. Nme‘lt'e; oy
our population live in the countryside ; if we est'dgiésal oy
urban hospitals, only a minority would receive s ** which
and the cities would be overwhelmed by the dlseasetaminatf
would remain rife in the country and would con

the actually besieged cities.

) in urbat
V.S.— All your physicians weye city folks, educa:‘hef iy

colleges [ why did you give primary attention fam »

side ? Were you mnot navigaling against the strea

v, .
ﬂs(bH

011” i

Ong, th?-ha |

: Cultjy,, |
€ disappeareq ten of m‘;:t*-". }
.

Ut J
nh‘)"s !
bjects |
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have navigated against the stream
= M ici ained in the old
make physicians traine
; o ting-rooms or hospitals and become
in nl“‘?]enve their cox;lsl:l and the installation of septic tankg,
mu}tji:d in digging w.enzion of diseases, is contrary to theui
‘,utereS’ 4, in the preve a medical nurse of the old schf)o
- “i’ted e EVe'njection and dislike going to verify
10op-T00LE st o e . “xi
dv' 14 prefer g[.vmg k is adequately built or not. -To m
. septic tan i almost miraculously
shether @ S€P ntibiotic which cures _ aculausly
i injectiOH iy re captivating than to hfF up the )
1 L mr‘z)lctise a complicated surgical operatlog
- Tacirsodern apparatus imports?d frgm .eﬁ)ro:s
with costly UIt:tige than to lecture on hygle.ne in vi :Eg n,
gives more ple e cadres complete their mer'hcal education,
g 1 Tlp 75 long years in the faculties and now to
Todem oA v tgcan be put into the hands of the
i armatter either. To have been convinced
; e ]
e i Th | bzolute superiority of so-called western
g s 2 S i it dicine a supersti-
icine, to have considered traditional medicin :
medmne;i ow to approach it with respect, with the desire to
. n, axl n . T -
E:m from it, constitutes also a turning point for our r.necil‘(;gl
cops. It needs great courage to devote oneself ‘t.o scientific
esearch with very little technical means, squipment, o.r
sientific knowledge when one has always t}%ought that this
work requires large weII-equipped laboratories and can be
doze only by experienced academicians,

Thach.— Y
’ respects-

is o gesture
, septic tan

VS.—T think that ;¢ also requives great courage to give up
MES private practice, which is much more lucvative than the
ctal megics

Dy, Thach,
Practice, This ;
Mtoom ;)

— Nobody h
S evidenced:

Operateg
43 the other physi

as been forced to give up his private
by the fact that one private consult-
In Hanoi. This colleague has refused
cians who have done, who have all put




W
L]

I’wt”“mese St

13;
their skill at the service of the state and gq,
of the old school, I mean those trained in the Fren Ysiciy,
have voluntarily renounced the easily o iCh fac“ltie:
private practice for the modest salary that the nio ¢ of !
collective offers them. They have given g peCs a'te or g
for more favourable working conditions, fron‘llmar Baing
medical and human points of view. bot

lety,

h th(}

V.S. — Thus, there has been a night of Augysy

medical corps. Have all the physicians become vevol 4th fo, the

unOnayies ?

Dr Thach. —Revol.utmn is the appropriate word, g
physicians are one section of a people who have been v Jur
an uninterrupted revolutionary struggle for twenty aging
now. Many of them took partin the Resistance war and Sgears
the life of the fighters and peasants during many o
years: for instance the dean of our faculty of médicine
and many other professors. After eight years of the Resisi
tance war, having eaten the same rice porridge and applauded
the same victories as the fighters of the People’s Army,
having founded medical colleges in the depth of the jungle,
and lived with the peasants, it is difficult now to come back
and confine oneself within the narrow atmosphere of a private
consulting-room. There is no need to mention those who
have been trained in our new faculties and have never known
the practice of the medical profession under the old regime.
To work for our country and people has become a naturl
conception of our medical workers.

long

V.S. — But you have spoken of navigating against ihe
stream. One can love one’s country and one's people while stickihg
to medical conceptions inherited from the old regime. You }”‘”f
expounded a medical conceplion which, 1 believe, TUNS counte
to many things formerly taught. You have also spoke® 4
courage mecessary for the practice of this conception.

questi‘)“'
cient

ped
t suffi

Dr. Thach.— You are right, this is not a sim
Civic courage is the first step, necessary but no

|
|

|

fﬂW |
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of serving one’s country
the classical way. There
ms we want to
we

by the desir.e
e the ai

tween -
se. ’tl)‘(:) solve this contradxctlgn.aeo-
nd acquire what 1 may call “1 i
les us to change the fundarner} a
ctice. For this reason, there 15: a
the two conceptions, in'the dall};
¢ dicine itself. What decides the v1ctory. o
ce of Be ception does not depend on the medical
el Othe;tc;)lnboth conceptions are found in the san‘le
h;ioit iz not the medical faculty which can tip
favour of one Or the other.

Take for instance the question of whether to build up
national medicine essentially by our own efforts or to r'ely
rily on the assistance of more advanced COUntI"leS,
Vedicine as a natural science cannot guide the choice. But,
te choice of one path or the other will completely
transform  the daily practice of medicine. We have chosen
the first path. The choice has been determined by the general

plicy of our Party ; it is a political choice, not a medical
ane,

qust§ o This enab

Of}nedical pra
; struggle batwest

the scales in

prima.
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choices to be made. The Party organizationg With;
) 1

cal and sanitary corps must refer to the Party’, N the "
to decide each choice in daily practice. No ﬂuc Rener, |[ﬂ;
medicine over the past ten years can be disméia;e&q of G
Party’s leadership. Of course, the Party doeg N d frg !L-;. !
medical workers by the hands and tel] them to Cuot lea %,
such disease in such and such manner, but it iSre Such ang
which instils into our medical workers the coury, the _Part;
and vitality now becoming the principal Chafacterisz' Vigoy,
medical service. “HHC of g

V.S8.— Our medical corps has anothey good
is new : iis complele devotion to the patients,
ihat evem in the most desperate cases,
incurable ov beyond therapeutic means,
nrses mevey give up.

feature whig)
I have 50,;
those COnsidersy
our  physicigns am;

Dr. Thach.— The civic courage we have spoken of i
not acquired once for all. Our medical corps is now so devoteq
because, under the direction of the Party, it knows thy
medical work is related to the political and social struggles
of the nation. Left alone, the medical corps would be inclined

to shrink into its shell, and to be satisfied with a narrow ‘

medical morality — trimmed with pompous, great formule
on the physician and his profession. The leadership of the
Party constantly instils into the medical organism the

vitalising breath of the socialist revolution and makes it keep |

a fortifying contact with the broad masses.

V.S.— Are there still any gyeat unsolved problems z
at al

Dr. Thach.— We have no pretension to asgert 'fh =
problems have been solved. In a country which I8 0;]
making the initial step in industrialization, to meet
needs is excessively difficult. We should say tha't a :
problems have been started off on a path which a

Natt
the future.”
n o others

all medic
11 essentidl

to envisage a radical solution some time 1 ‘ re
rally there are some problems more difficult

§
|
!
j
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hygiene the

oy a lot
the U0 4 difficulty. It t:{c;l;h i
- solution,
uh B adequa'f; tic tanks with two
courag ople B trials before
couraging pEWe had to make long ®* i
o ractical and economica e’
o O'f ; F‘Zo utilise human manure 1.'e ;
s launching 2 movement 10 ’;u e
i f this
nstruction of one sep1‘:10 ta‘nk o o
g the field of endemic diseases, ©
asy when we have specific treatmen ;
ely. em}:lch harder when we have no suc
15

f trachoma, for instance.

of general

es it P
whic e ites. We are nOW

a5 in the case ©

Are theve other pyoblems, apart from those of
VS.— .

infestions and parasitical diseases ?

I

Dr. Thach.— There is no lack of them. One of the pro-
bems to which we pay very great attention is the lack of
poteins in our diet. The development of our agriculture in
the last few years has enabled us to ward off famine ;
ths is a great victory. But our food remains poor in
poteins and we are conducting research to make the biolo-
geal synthesis of proteins from yeasts. There are also
ldaroplems of a country in full development. For instance,
uring the last few years, half a million of our compatriots
to participate in the economic
Mmountainous regions. Such a transfer of
m? g“t’at problems for our services. Qur com-

grate nl;)W to mountainous regions are no
country’; (iu.la o ' the past. Problems also
oBany | Ddustrialisation For instance ili-

n our Country in tp o
€ same way as

Mpulation cregte
Patriotg who ¢

v
R Do hew

diseq
Ses come ; 3
me ingo being »
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Dy, Thach.— What is most noteworthy ig p, "
more frequent appearance of discases proper tq mida) ang
old age, as people live longer with the progreg, of hy oy

i i
and medicine. Tor instance, there appear the infr;utklr,,"j
the myocard and the manifestations of

org

] e ; "uru:ri¢,5(;|::m;1f
pra;;iically unknown‘ diseases in ’thu past, The Probleg,
cancer is also becoming more acute than f(u.'mer],y_ Vens of
diseases have practically disappeared. This ig (e 1“ﬂ;‘m:xl
medical action than to the direct influonce of Social irl ty
formations under the new regime. We must algo I’Oim't(%
that, facing U.S. aggression, our medical serviee Ll 'l”::ft
organized to mect the needs of mnational defepe Vil
the first months of 1965, when U.S. piratical planeg Carriyg
out air raids against many localitics of our Cotntry, g
cadres at communal, district, and provincial levels ltowed
themselves equal to their tasks. Thoy solved promptly 44
efficiently the problems they were faced with. Our medigy
workers, having received a solid ideological formation, have
braved all dangers to serve the army and the people.

2 J)llriny

In short, the evolution of medicine reflects the overall
progress made by our country which, although still faced
with problems resulting from under-development, has already
begun to tackle those posed by a modern society,

Hanot, 1965.

f

e 5

U.S. war erimes

Attacks against
the Medical Network
of the D.RV.

US aggression against the
Democratic Republic of Vietnam, launched on August
sth, 1964, has been intensified since February 7th, 1965
and has become a large-scale destruction war. The
U.S. Air Force has perpetrated monstruous crimes
against the civilian population, razing to the ground
entire villages and towns, destroying dykes and dams,
mills and factories, hospitals and schools, churches
and pagodas... The thick network of Vietnamese health
establishments, set up during the 20 years of people’s
power, has been subjected to particularly savage
attacks. All these are premeditated crimes in view of
the systematic way in which they have been undertaken
and the massive means used. U.S. Defense Secretary
McNamara has stated that the U.S. Air Force has
Photographed inch by inch the territory of North Viet-
fam and that it is capable of finding out the smallest
targets, being equipped with the most up-to-date
detecting apparatuses.
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At the very beginning of U.S. war sl
February 7th to 20th, 1965, U.S. aircraft atl‘o ! iy
health establishments: the Quang Binhl‘alde fg\i
hospital and the medical stations of Hg x PrOVinqial
Vinh Thai and Vinh Kim villages, i th_‘)Wn N
district. In the three months of June, July anld Liny
1065, alone, they destroyed 6 specialized hog Ay |
sanatoria, 6 provincial polyclinics and (f)ltal.s ang
hospitals in Quang Binh, Ha Tinh, Nghe Ay d}strict
Hoa, Nam Ha, Son La and Yen Bai provinc eS’Alhanh
all the big provincial hospitals of the D-R.V Tllost
been bombarded, some up to 11 times, such a‘séha-&w
Quang Binh, or even 17 times, such as that Oft }(1)[
Tinh. Up to now, according to still incomplete ﬁgllre:
more than 1oo health establishments from village tf;
central level have been attacked. Most typical of U§
barbarousness were the bombing raids against thé
K.71 T.B. Hospital, the medical centre of Yen Bai

province and the Quynh Lap Leprosarium.

.The K.71 T.B. Hospital in Thanh Hoa province,
w_lth §oo beds, was one of the biggest centres of its
kind in North Vietnam, with all necessary equipment

for treatment and scientific research., From 1960 to |

1964: 1,821 patients were treated in this establishment,
besides tens of thousands of out-patients.

On July 8th, 1965, at g a.m. 40 jet fighter-bombers
of the U.S. Navy dropped over one hundred 2,000
pound bombs on the hospital area, demolishing %
buildings, killing 50 persons, among them 5 medical

workers, and wounding 45 others. Afterwards, OB July
14th and August 2oth, U.S. aircraft again came for
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. .
ing 4 more casualties. The entir
causin

60 puildings was wiped out. |
Bai provincial capital, dun(r)lg
e days from July gth to 11th, 19 2%

d hundreds of bombsf on an area
kilometre occupied by tpe pro-
p uar(;fices of the medical service, the
ospital theho iene and epidemiologic station,
sehuol th? yind that for the protec’cion of
fe anti'ﬂ?i Szﬁggrrlen. Fifty-eight persons, mostly
molhe ankers were killed and ten others woundfed.
" 1w'(;flings’ were destroyed. The consultation
p )t;urla rooms, laboratories, and all the treatment
mmg? w‘ithy 140 beds, were demolished. It shou}d be
Zi:eé’that the whole medical centre of Yen Bai pro-
vince was built on an isolated hill and that the

hospital bore red-cross signs visible from afar.

The Quynh Lap Leprosarium, the biggest in the
DR.V., counted among the most important treatment
and research centres of its kind in the Far-East. Com-
pising 160 buildings, well-equipped, it could receive
smany as 2,600 patients. From 1960 to 1964, 4,000
lepers were treated there, and more than 1,000 have
been cured. The establishment was built on the sea-

taCkS)
0t lwith its

| ?ime’ in Quynh Luu district, Nghe An province, far
[ om all populated areas and important roads, and so

©uld not have been

military target,

On

paﬁm{tmé sm-h’ 1965, at 8 pm., bed-time for the

Vaves ang d Jet fighter-bombers came in several
Topped hundreds of bombs and rockets

in any way confused with any
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Within the next tep days, U S. ai ~
more attacks. All t building it

razed to the o s ko bmldmgs of the Cade t
lab il . elling houseg tr €tre
aboratories, dxspensarieq, club * MCatmeny
station : 13

. W
9 patients were kilsk’eritzrj;’ ond a o
others wounded. "

At the cost of hug
transferred to an
Quynh Loc villa
and again at
installation, ki

e efforts, the 2

Ception centre, .
1966, at §,4, &n?
attacked tp, n'e“;

ge. On May 6th,
noon, U.S. aircraft

lling 34 persons and

¥ : Wounding
The leprosarium once again had to beg Iio\?etgerts.

another site, But U.S. aircraft, sti|] on its tracko

launched new .

attacks. On June 12th, 1966,
10.15 a.m., June 1gth at 10.30
10.3T a.m., tens of U.S. aircraft including B.sy heavy
bombers, indiscriminately showered bombs, missiles and
rockets on the new site, killing three more patients
(two of them were to leave the centre the following

morning after seven years of treatment) and severely
wounding eight others.

at 7 ang
a.m. and June 24th at

All told, up to June 30th, 1966, the Quynh Lap

Leprosarium, in its old and new places, had been S}ll:d
jected to 39 day and night raids; 179 patients
been killed and 150 others wounded.

Many similar crimes exposed U.S.' bai‘b];;ofrg.sg'
On June 1st 1g66—Children’s Intematlgnal '
aircraft destroyed the Thanh H(?a medlcg e
the protection of mothers and chl.ldren an s ool
provincial hospital, one of the biggest pral nd o it |
clinics in the D.R.V., killing 14 persons .

station for
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ital i Highlands was
: hospital in the -
., The Bac Thgé Tlge nine casualties included
er P zzth.dIzl Ir;other on her delivery bed.
ts an

sen for the attacks

s a1 sjJtr?ltalgeir:lltsencttilgns of the U.S com-
. Crlmma'ds were mostly surprise mas-

nd and pilots- The t:;:il at the patients’ rest 'fmd
sije attaFkS’. Czr;dliliree, five o’'clock in the morm?g,
e Othc; evening, from 8 to IT p.m. At 'S.e-n
i mft first pretended to fly past the hospi-
alrcryli)ther target ; then they suddenly came
e red projectiles on the area. At Quynh
s ShOW"&"l ssly pursued lepers going to the shel-
o the};r':fcfg;: ory hiding in hollows, and savagely
;erncaer; on ambulances on their way to the raided

areas.

‘at jen
he tlme
cleafly s

With increasing barbarousness, the U.S. aggressors
have criminally attacked the Vietnamese capital city.
Raiding populated suburbs as well as industrial and
rsidential - quarters, they have dropped explosive
bombs, C.B.U.s and rockets on Hoan Kiem, Mai Huong,
Thanh Tri and Dong Anh Hospitals, the Institute of
lalariology, Parasitology and Entomology and recent-

ly Bach Mai Hospital, killing or wounding many
Patients anq medical wor

kers,
*
The g,
o the A8gressors have cayseq the medica] services

- il Considerable losses in men, equipment
lons, from village to central leve], Up to

o
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the end of August 1967, according to still
figures, 127 health establisments -
stations and Maternities, hospitals, dig
toria, drugstores, drug-factories, treatm
centres, institutes, training schools. ..
with a large part of their technical o
dreds of medical workers (doctors, nurses, midwives,
first-aid men, village health workers...) and patients
have been killed or wounded. A large number of scien-
tific dossiers, the result of long and hard work, have
been destroyed.

inCOmplete
village Medicy|
Pensaries, sana.
ent and research
Were  destroyeg

quipment, Hyp,

*

The U.S. aggressors’ aims
are clear. On the one hand, they strive to disqrgamz'e
the Vietnamese medical network and paralyse its ZC“;
vities, in order to deprive the sick and woundem:)y
medical care, thereby impairing the morale o}f thea;ln :
and the population. On the other 'hand, t.;:)’of ihe
destroying one of the finest aChleV(;milll il
D.R.V., her health and medical network kelblge Jccomy
ed even by her worst enemies as a remar :t ® iking
lishment of the new regime. The congzrth > d thost
between the medical services of the O d
of South Vietnam, betwe‘en the for:leans o ‘
work and the latter’s indlgence.' By T eakening [a
Washington aims at the same turlle 2 3 doint aw
North Vietnamese people’s moral€ ane
Nor the two Sy:,tem "
with the contrast between

h

(]

ietnames i
The systematic destruction of I\.Iorthe:]/'tlS ” ; an

it lse ar}:d other medical establishm

pita

ense 1Ev
pombs

i

l Attacks. -

{
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| of U.S. war escalation, aimed at terrorizing the
\?rctil Vietnamese people and forcing them to surren-
;:rr and hindering the march of the D.R.V. towards
socialism.

The people and the medical body of the DRV
have taken up the challenge and have succeeded in foil-
ing those diabolical schemes: after three years of
war, North Vietnamese medicine, as we shall see, is in
better condition than ever.

A



List of main
medical establishments
of the D.R.V.
roided by U.S. aircraft.

Noi imciuding village infirmaries and mgq

as mell as disirici hospilals
ihar ome kundred in niember.

— Vinh Linh zone hospital

— Quang Binh provincial hospit
— Nghe An provincial hospital
— Thanh Hoa provincial hospita
— Ninh Binh provincial hospital
— Nam Ha provincial hospital
— Ha Tay provincial hospital
— Hoa Binh provincial hospital
— Son La provincial hospital

— Vinh Phuc provincial hospital

— Phu Tho provincial hospital
— Yen Bai provincial hospital

— Tuyen Quang provincial hospital

— Bac Thai provincial hospital

— Hai Duong provincial hospital

zetn“”wse S I
, 4
o B el
f jtal
ty hosp
| - w g; city hospital
) N;m Ly city hospital
i ,
I:‘et Tri city hospltgl
! o A hospital

Nghe AT 42 .
) Tﬁanh Hoa T.B. hospltal

i _ Viet Bac Autono
North-West Autono
. fernitiss | _ Quynb Lap Leprosarium
and dispensqy; institme . Malario!ogy’ .

€S, Moy, l

! mology '
E _ Bach Mai hospital (Hanoi).

al '

i i

ISy

mous Zone hospital
mous Zone hospital

asitology and Ento-
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On the Medical Front
in Hatinh Province

AN iodous wind blowing from

«a ripples the waters of the river Lam, a wide
. Dea'rurﬁxmg between two mountains, at .the Ben
g ng. To the north, it is Vinh, the

Thuy ferry landi . =
heroic city over whose ruins the U.S. Air Force has
jost over 100 planes; on the other bank, the province

of Ha Tinh, one of those hardest hit by U.S.
aggression. Hardly a day passes without U.S. bombs
falling on these parts, in the river itself or on either

bank, and innumerable craters surround the ferry
landing.

m&a we drove further south, the signs of the war
) _
:h)pe?e tever more - striking. On upturned mountain
» Tees struck by bombs or can fi
non  iire were

Srewn :

) a:fmtl; Or pointed to the sky the charred
¥ hag ey, s;r trunks: Large sections of Highwa
‘ ! Maged. No more bridge. Not a hamlejtl



e H"ma;'ff‘” \S“‘dh
In wait and were now rushing to the attack
was well calculated: in the villages, peOplé The ti

asleep, and on the roads, tired drivers whio }‘1\70re

driving without lights during the night ah ey
switch on from time to time their smal] la[;] ad ¢,
gave a diffused light in the midst of the tkﬁzkwmc},
darkness. enmg

ast

In all directions, bright flashes of lightnip i
out followed by explosions. The Planes, goingg l;rSt
trucks and cars, tore the air with the hellisp roz v
their jet engines. Bunches of flares dr -

G ] Opped Over
ferries, pontoon bridges, crossroads and Mounta,
passes and defiles covered the scenery with 4

orange-coloured ghostly dawn.

Quick and efficient
reorganization

HA TINH, the provincial
capital, is 350 km. south

of Hanoi. Rebuilt from its ruins after 1954, it has |

been savagely raided by #th Fleet planes since the

first days of U.S. war escalation. They have completely

destroyed it after 107 raids, including 32 night attacks.
This administrative centre with 13,000 H.lhabltant;t’
located near the sea, formerly looked like a holiday res

d . s : stly |
with its streets lined with filaos and its tidy, most

€S,

one-storeyed, houses. No military target. No fac.tl?if;lds

. o]

except a small power station. Nearly all dbu‘lﬂturﬂl
of some importance were related to social and €

|

ngs was the
ds and 220
f the
marked with
bombed 17
duced

U.S. bombi
ith 11 wards
rea beyond the limits O
The hospital was
’from afar. It was

e ViSible bulldlngs were 1€

Al the

: is medical centre 1m
d the I‘;)lllrlls rrfl):dli:l delegation. After a
s tClil aof the place, Dr Rubén Rodri-
thorougl:/aelzzm;?jnioHavana, made this rema?k: “ On-e
iu;glfaﬁnds)any crater around the hospital. Ne'l-
4er on the grounds, mor on the enclosure, nor .1n
the streets. The bombs fell on the buildings with
nre precision. The only possible conclusion is this:
the US. pilots hit this hospital deliberately, according
0 a carefully worked-out plan ; for that purpose they
iad at their disposal highly efficient technical means.”’
Our guide, the deput
¥Ivice, observed -
barm dope even mo
Muilding of thig 1o

We ViSite

¥ head of the provincial health
“You would have resented the

re, if you had known how much the
Pital had cost the

" In 2 regiop con people here. We
stant]

i droyght San o] ¥ ravaged by typhoons floods
fied op Stones apq 0'd saying 80€s, “here the g

epideml i the heIlS on pebbles » F 5 OgS

tospitg) }re fampant, T, uild t.h' mine and

thig o tighten 'S° Provingia]

Amoypg O%r Dbelts, Ty
arly agr € cost wag
rlan taxes for the

s
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whole Rrovince. The money was contribyge
people.

Thanks to the combined efforts of th

= . . . = pGOpl(.
the State—which supplied personnel apg g
equipment—the medical and health netWorkC Nigy)
Tinh was set up during the past ten years of y,
s : . of

By 1065, when the anti-U.S. resistance hegy,

ovince Wi .nhabi niee began, g
province with 800,000 inhabitants, 8 districts and i
villages, had built, besides the provincial polydimzaﬁ
district hospitals of 50 beds each, and 259 Vﬂc"‘
medical stations, not counting 6 specialized dispens
at provincial level, 8 general dispensaries at distriy
level and many rest homes. The U.S. aggressors s
out to destroy this network. They destroyed all the
hospitals and more than 50 rural medical stations.

« Our medical workers did not expect such barbar
ousness,” the deputy head of the health service wen
on”’. “ The Yankees did not content themselves with
striking each of the targets once or twice, they struck
till all of them were wiped out. For example,_thf
Huong Son hospital was bombed 10 times and that o
Ky Anh, 15.7

('1 b\ thQ

The number of air rai§5 ‘agflflf;
this small province goes beyond imagination o
in 1965, 4,103 in 1966 and about 2,000 for _thle I 1
months of 1967. Like the provincial capital, 6 vil
district centres have been razed. Each of the Z5nd that

. €.
ges has suffered zo bombings on an averag

ﬁfSt 51\ §

lage ‘
aries

o, th

k
ple to loo "
-demics and presery
time ?

e priority ta pres

C

dical service has representati.ves n
i . ¢ all levels, which see to 1t that
1 elisshaelters and communication trench-

here. All our urban centres have
Our hospitals, also removed
go on functioning. While

getworks of trenc
.« are dug everyw
Eeen evacuated in time.

in good time to villages, .
cxring for the wounded and the sick, we have pushed
irward the movement of prophylaxis, the struggle

;gainst social and epidemic diseases.”

“Has the new situation required the reshaping of
the provincial medical machinery ?

“There i$ no need to resha
we already had a pet
“}llgges. We simply s
?_Mded mto four levels
Ist, that of farm ¢o

pe it, for in peace time
work extending down to the
trepgthened it. It has been
with different capacities : the

0ps, gives first aid t

. o the -
i, ot og of villages, sim R,
i district

PO an
the foy . Except th

')perationsa that of

ple treatment - th

5, ’ .

- p:rforrns operations of some
N the thorax anq the skul] -

€ provin
Ce, v 2 v
» Very specialized
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I/L'etncwz.(,s'2 S
\ tudlex
“ How did you solve the Problem of cadre
S andt

of medicines ? hay
“In conformit
of Health, we h

aid techniques

Y with instructiopg
ave taught war-time Surgery

to all our Personne] . Our s,
school and our system of short-term

been working at an ever quicker tepy,
begun to produce medicines on the spot.
ment of traditional medicine as o co
modern medicine has, to a large extent, help
up for the lack of cadres and drugs,

for everything : to fulfil the great tas
us, we have taken a whole series of
by the situation, but they have proved efficient only
because our organization has been so oriented as t,
serve the great masses, especially the peasants.”

from the

COllI‘SeS e
po. e ave
] he deVelo #
mple

he  sam
ks incumpepg on
Neasures Tequireq

A village medical
unit at work

QUEEZED between Na-

S tional Highway N1

: st villages of

and the sea, K. 13 ranks among th(,‘ poorest 1 baten-
the province, with its sandy aluminous soil thre

ed in turn by floods and droughts. e

“We are lagging behind other villag(‘a‘slc li)csgh o

ally,” admitted the Party §ecretary, o

have made great efforts to improve o;l ey

provide it with an irrigatiop system. %:il’e 3 fuc o

of particular conditions which ha((il. prle e ek, witho A

we have given priority to medica

| andimentary health service, with a fe

7%
/‘"

jan-
necessary 1 ‘
o the econonic

nt, to the

ve
n ha h to
Contributed mui prese
’ village and, 3

e suffered constan't
: Xi-
ards, the pro

o the

eopl
sista” the Jocal ' \[I)ingpstam |
e ains,
od. The ij swamps and mounta I
. untains,
lnfeslte lack of wells for drmlulnh o
- ‘ 1les — @
ene Il

and-C ough ignorance of. hygi b
be 2% i he rampage of diseases @ c demics

i’ o Il that, at harvest time,

reca re weren't
The old [i;“ésown so many people that there
used to

j affected all
i ice in. Trachoma affected a
bring the rice 1n. o \
enoug.ﬁlll:a:ris tr(r)lany of whom ended by losing thmlz
?iltul‘;/ihoi’d fever, cholera, small-pox, typhus... too
;gheavy toll at every epidemic outbreak,

g O+
o malarid”
ity rying winds,

It wasn't until 1955 that K. 13 was able to sct up
w volunteers,

ltnow comprises a 58-member staff serving a popula-

fion of 5,000 belonging to 6 farm CO-0ps.

The village health
pervises the 8-bed m

maternity home
Modery Medicip

‘mbers

edical statiop of the village, 4

» an operating~room,

a drugstore for
I g . agS?Sstaar:d one for ’.craditional Medicineg,
e i i\n -doctorf besideg his genery| dutieg
epidemll *  Tesponsiple for

0, s
tfaditionalgy’ trammg of t

y genera| hygiene
¥ ¢ staff Je !
thre%ther Medicipe d firsg g edﬁlvelopr_nent of

med]cme, an €rs 3

. Pl‘actitioner "y
se speuahzing o traditio(,)]i l’tradltxonal



I:;'otnm,“sp 5
7 R s Stug
and & [3{\[\{3'{0{\’
aﬁﬂam-doctor.
<ases, mother
31:;: ‘j;xd maternity
.;r;d 5 midwife.

Each of the six farm co-0ps has_ its own healy
tcam, charged with PTOP?g?th hyg}ene, tracking out
giseases and epidemics, gIving first aid to the sick ang
wounded before sending them to the village Mmedicy
station. This is the first level in the new wap
medical organisation. It has been particularly pgjy,
sorced. The T.G. co-op for instance, which include,
five work brigades with 224 households and 1,063
persons, has a nurse, a midwife, two health workers apg
seven hygiene propagandists and first-aid volunteers,
Its first-aid station, installed in a solid shelter, i
equipped for first-aid care and the evacuation of the
wounded.

assistant. The deputy head, .
is responaible for the treatmezman
and child welfare, fight agajy . t o

; ; St o0
she 1s assisted by , S0cjy|

e The bridge leading to K.13,
built across a brook with makeshift planks, has been
favoured with over 100 bombs by the U.S. air force,
M 21 attacks. The road leading to the heart of the

Vi : :
illage winds its way among bomb craters. Numerous |

20;: %% have been destroyed, including the village
) ;‘)iol‘and the church (part of the population are Ca
0 CS)-The medica] post has been bombed three times:

n Urge

time '

Medical Fromt...
We were returning from a visit 4o 4p,
pen three fighter-bombers came anq gjy

;:1 mlet, dropping a total of 24 bombs,

« fow often has the village been attacked 7 |
ked the head of the village health committee.

« This is the 308th raid.”
fnstead of rushing to the bombed place however, he

sed coast
ed on a

ook me to his house.

« Adequate measures have been taken”, he sajd.
«\y colleague Thuan is on duty today at the medical
ost. The co-op’s first-aid volunteers will bring the
wounded there, if there are any. As for me, I must get
ready for any eventual surgical operation. We have
half an hour to go.”

Then he asked his wife to serve lunch.

The young physician was a volunteer health worker
in 1954, then a village nurse in 1938. He got his
diploma of assistant-doctor in 1963, after three years’
study at the provincial secondary school of medicine.
Soon after U.S. aggression started, he attended a
short-term course in surgery at the provincial hospital,
which he completed with a probation period at the
district hospital. This newly-trained surgeon had so
far performed 60 small and medium operations,
carried out with the assistance of the village staff.

After a frugal meal taken in a hurry, we went to
the medical post. Just as we came in two wounded
People turned up.

_ The first, who could walk by himself, had a wound
" the forearm, covered with a piece of gauze soaked

-
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the Nurse tollli:n' ,
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in mercurochrome. The physician op du
examuned him carefully then ordereq
dage him.

“ No broken bones, ”’ she observed, «
the muscles. Look at what they
The wound has been well disinfe

=

0 5p
have done
cted, hasp’¢

woman — was lying unconscious
month pregnant, she had miscarr
being wounded by a bomb. She
operating-room.

It was a small room with wattled waj
solid earth Tamparts. Below th
Parachute (from a U g, plane
operating table from any dust

roof. While the physician examined the wounded
woman, his colleague bared g vein to make an inject
100 of serum, Meanwhile, order was given to get ready |
10 carry her to the district hospital once the shock was
over, L"nfortunately all the care was to no avall.’ ’
“A bomb splinter has pierced the right flank,’ SiL |
the physician, « apq probably the bowels anq the End
rus. There is nothing we can do. Such a case is bfc)ome
Our means, But ip any case shock must be ove
before 4l Operations. This we can do.” unded
In three ¥ears of war, 1U.S. bombs have w?) have
Some three score people at K.r3. More thaﬂl; seve
been “uccessfully treated at the village. On
have been sent 14 the higher level.

€T. Eighy |

POt, afte |
Was brought into th

Is encloseq
€ ceiling, hung a whi
) which protected the
falling from the thatch
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When we arrived, the co-op
i oma.
nched a drive to cure trach .
ik Jo in charge, assisted by a ?lurs o
s ‘ -
mosquito-net was hung in ; fding "
. lal'Fges house, protecting a table ho :
pi‘;iloua pan, a tray of instrumlfnts, ;er;e
kerosenefStc;ecirops The two health wo;— ;:S e
or e . ou e 55
phlil'mgo inside the net so as to keep
FOrK

onsultations, scraping eyelids, administering
g C

of LG b
\ village
e C0-0P:
mom Of as

nurse wa.

givin

! remedieS; etc.

LG. was the fourth co-op of the village to launch
ch. a'campaign which was to last a week. 600 people
sl ) )
were to receive treatment. The fight would go on later

n the last two co-ops, until its completion toward
late 1967.

“After malaria,” the vill
thoma constitytes the com
%l of the population
bne away ity malarig

Years” drive, we started fig
YeIy year of US.
short-term Course
arge of the dr;

age nurse explained, * tra-

are affected with it, Having
in late 1964 after a three
hting trachoma in 1965, the

War escalationp, Having attended 3 .
1 ophthalmolg

and éspecial]

bl 8Y, I was put ip
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« Tuberculosis. We have, in the whole vill
sick with T.B: and 18 suspects, to whom
giving a combined treatment of rimifon, biostimuyliy,
subtilis. The district health service supplies the m:g,d
cines free of charge. Here again, we depend o levli
1, on the co-ops, for the care given to the sick, ()Er
physician, Mrs. Thuan, supervises the treatment and
examines the patients every month.”

age) 7 peo 1
we ha\re bé)efl

Together with the fight against social diseases, great
efforts have been made to prevent epidemics. There hy
been no outbreak for many years. Under the superyi
sion of the village health officers, the health workers
of the co-ops make wvaccinations. Epidemiological acti
vities have been greatly stepped up since U.S. aggres-
sion began, for we must take precautions against even-
tual bacteriological warfare.

There has also been striking progress in mother and

. nt wo-
child welfare. Since 1965, 100% of the I;Ziinaof the

men have had prenatal examinations:. o s ol
deliveries have taken place at the medlca_gpS' il
the rest at home under the care of the co

eell
: ]s has D

: q ; anitary towe )
wives. The use of soap and s ymonﬂ Joun girls

spreading day by day, especlally B though beg”
and young mothers. Family plannu;g;th i
not long ago, has had good effect, the o, in
decreased from over 4% before 1964 toe3.vac(::iﬂa
2.6% in 1966. All newborn habies alz

B.C.G. and against small-pox. Peop - vide
to it that women and children arleteP;S. Combmmvmage
well-kept and well-ventilated she the

g UnlOﬂ;
efforts with those of the Women

630

te havi®é |
d |
d with i

i I'.
partlcu'ah oldr |
thell |
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|th officers personally take care of the establishment
llfanurseries to enable mothers to perform the various

X quired by the resistance.

taskS re

Finally, an extremely important part of the medical
and health work at the village is the movement of
hygiene and prophylaxis, an outstanding achievement
it village level. All families have double septic tanks -
every two or three households share a well. A drive
has been launched to build public and family bath-
roms and, for the first time, preparations are being
made to give vermifuges to all children : piperazin to
those under three, santonin to older ones.

The district -
the deciSiVe link

girls  took  turns
an gravely hit during a
1 district hospital, They

Carryip ; F
bzrnrx}l;l;g M a hammock 4 mour
i fgorralfi, to the Kyant

SIX ho ,
o y riversur“sz}?i\c,flr ha distance of 20 kilometres
keshif ad to be ford
Tob); ed or cr
OblllzedJ . ngdges Able-bodieq T, Brpetrs ossed
" The " men do even the hardest jobsn iy
¢ an wag .
€ Woundeq
t after ,, ed the ¢
tte hospitalno " said the acc("’)‘y befo‘re yesterday
g S8 g Fector, e py gy oo WPARYING nurse o
. 1 a -
o itio  simple wound in gte[ lnflrmary’ o
Orse anq Worse. *? ¢ gluteus, But
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The physician carefully
man’s belly and decided that

ration.

Palpateq the

he needed 4, W“"“'led

Wigen Ope.
“Be careful the next time,

he saiq soft]
village nurse, his pupil not long

Yitoy,
ago. c The th

of the rectus abdominis radial;s should haye made o
think of a wound in the abdominal cavity, » )

The physician, helped by his assist

ants, stareq the
operation in the light of a mantle 4 '

e e ek e

- e st ot e

’0‘] i

mp, in a SPacioy
and solid shelter. Two nurses sta

nding on stools
Operating tap).
s abdomen,took
pebble, and having

bladder, put the bowels ip
omen,

pomted each an electric torch at the
The surgeon searched the wounded man’
ot a bomb splinter the size of a
S€Wn up two holes in the
order before closing the abd

*“ This is his third Operation in the day,” the nurse on
duty told me. «We have another surgeon, but he is
attending a quick-training course in ORL at the provin-
cial hospital. The woman physician who helped a
moment ago is rather 4 gynecologist. She has been init-

sated in Surgery since the war began, like the rest of
“And do you know what the physician was
fmerly? " another

atrns
UL,

hurse  asked me. “A paed-
ndle the scalpel not long before
€an and he hag performed over 300

ay before yesterday, they brought us
- rﬂ.d Woman with 3 baqg wound in the head. We wel‘t;
S alternative - 1 let her die, the provincid
hus?xial t)tlﬁg too far RWay; or to e:tten:pt topsa\f'e her.

L. He learnt to ha
4ggression be

S
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L guieat PP
‘«V”:}u and performed  the

5 her a

eon © “eclll 17  The nurse showed me e
o successfu itb;l‘ her head wholly wrapped
oman W

; in a corner of the
Oa.nlng SOftly in
ho was 1M

the

A ‘fﬁud W
e

ap
e
I . s L ae-
gelte 1g, aggression started, Dr Dien — the p

us.
efore

" pe a di_
atﬂ‘t had learned to o rate on cz?.ses of ppen
| d fo ons.
n to per rm t
atis @

alation, he set out to prac-
ithe st ZA7S IC){ZU;;i.i:tS;d surgeons of the provm(;
tise War %urgeql:o came and operated on the wounde_
- hOSP‘tél tWThen he himself operated under the:r
ey .as following the same methoq that the
gﬂiflaﬂce- It‘ :l team of the district hospital were
intiltrxzdsu;g;; Dr Dien in turn has trained other sur-
Tal .
geons for the villages.

Now that the surgical section of his h?si)::éa;:
in order, he is thinking of setting up fofllll' 5; amoné
surgical units, one for every five or.sxx villag ——"
the farthest from the district hospital, so as
the wounded dangerous journeys.

e
“Do you know what I am thinking of at_lptief:im‘

the doctor asked me. “To set up a mobi e~taff- We
*am of the district, We have a\;_eady th::a; instru-
il have to provide ourselves with surgut a tough
Uents, and a car. Not an ambulance,

Qr for all roads,”

N se("tio
The doctor showed me to the.? Oth;:e progress
“spital, which has made considera

sipee

b~vg,
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the anti-U.S. resistance began.

pharmacy. He said: o

« Without artificial serums, for example, pracy ;
nothing could be done at the basic leve] ‘lf}:;f]r:’ll-" l
necessary for first aid as well as the tf@atmey are I
qumerous current diseases, first of all that of ser of |

cases of infantile diarrhoea.”’

The woman pharmacist told me of the activit l
of her section. ieg

« Every month we prepare 100 litres of salt apg |
glucose serums, isotonic and hypertonic,” she saiq “
need be, the figure may rise to 500. We also Prepare
novocain at 0.25%,, injectable Epsom salts and, from
166 onward, drinkable subtilis, highly appreciated by
our rural physicians for diarrhoea, dysentery and othe
infections. And a dozen traditional drugs from local |

medicinal herbs, some of which may be used instead
of antibiotics.”’

Since the war began the district hospital has been
entrusted with a pew task : the training of cadres for
the co-ops and supplementary training for the village
staffs. After a quick training course on defence agains!
chemical and bacteriological ~warfare, in 1967, it

opened a six-month course for nurses, with 03 gil
pupils,

The chief physician of the district is assisted by ¥

“stant physician who is in charge of a disper™ |

gﬁflmmg Six sections : hygiene and epidemiology o
tolo Og.;y: fight against trachoma : phtisiology : derrfﬂ“
RY . mother ang child care. One must also menti0

“m’ml Front...
giate shop of pharmapgutical products which se]s

¢ tcincs and buys medicinal herbs: and finally the
edi nal Medicine Association which, while m;min,
lized infirmary, co-operates with the h(-altﬁ
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nder the colnnial. regime, there was only one nurse
or the whole 'dlst'ru':t. TOflay, in spite of intensive

mbings, the district's medical network has ’tmlhantly
crried out all its t'ask's. All the medical posts of the
.8 villages of the district have been working well and
10 cpidemics have broken out,

At K. we had seen how urgent cases were dealt with.
Now, in C. district we tried to see how a campaign of
general hygiene and prophylaxis was conducted.

Five years ago, in 1962, the situation was far from
bright in C. In the spring, an epidemic of influenza broke
out, affecting 42,000 people (half the population) of whom
42 died. It was followed by numerous cases of diarrhoea
and dysentery till the end of the year. The samtary
machine of the district, which then comprised an a5
sistant physician, two nurses and a midwiie, was lm&blf;
o jugulate them, the organization at the basic 1’-“‘,‘?
being stit] very poor. The district People’s CO“I:‘E, 5’
held an emergency session on the problem @ B0 0
d many decisions were adopted : t0 strengthen

. : district.
) The highest organ of power in the &
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medical and sanitary network at all levels, to em
K., the most advanced district in the field of hy
and prophylaxis, and to build a hospital for ty
tnict.

Riene
€ dis.

A vast movement of hygiene and prophylaxis g
launched, together with a campaign to mobilize Mate.
rial wealth and manpower to build the hospital, Tnay
gurated in mid - 1964, the hospital was evacuated t,
the villages at the beginning of U.S. aggression, before
its site was bombed.

The objectives put forth were daring, considering the
prevailing social conditions and the means available, The
theft of draught animals, frequent under the old regime,
had caused the peasants to share their houses with their
buffaloes or oxen ; it was necessary to persuade them to
build stables far from the dwelling houses. The people,
formerly used to relieving nature at any place they found
convenient, had since made noticeable progress by build-
mg family latrines, but these did not fulfil hygienic
Tequirements ; it was necessary to pull them down and
build new ones with double tanks. The use of Pon,d
Wwater was the source of numerous digestive diseases: it

‘:1: SHecessary to dig wells to get drinking water. Finally:
i€ meglect of body care, due to the lack of ProP
?i&Fts for that Purpose, was the cause of skin dise®”
;md Ot_her affections among the women : it was necessary
2] Umld ba.th~r00ms_ Doubl i . ks wells an
bam_,mms’ such € septic ’.can P N s 0
were the three major object!

&L{_— MoV % (4
vement for rura] hygiene and PrOPhylax's' &

Medical Front...
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jouble septic tank requiring more care as to its con-
struction and use. (**)

For the peasants, it was a real revolution in their
gay of 1iving, the more difficult to carry out because
of the acute shortage of manpower and building mate-
rals, the district being in an entirely sandy region,
The medical and health service received in this
tickiish work the valuable help of the Party, the admi-
nistration and the education department, as well as
of the Youth, Women’s and Old Folks’ organizations,
A whole campaign in the political and sanitary fields,
with the participation of all branches of activity, was
conducted as the war had already begun.

At present, in the whole district, stables are built
away from the houses, there is a double septic tank
for each family and a well is shared by five or six
families. Family and public bath-rooms are under
tonstruction,

The old folks often say that in the year of the
Buffalo, about 1938, cholera and small-pox epidemics
‘@used 350 deaths. The 1945 great famine killed 350
P€ople, not to mention the cholera epidemic that foi-
oWed. Malaria, prevailing chronically, decimated the
Population every year. ,

: At Present the peasants, although still poor, _mt their
fill, haye enough to wear and send their children to
Schog) They live in clean houses, well lighted E‘?i
“Milated, with, at the far end of the garden, 2 578
4 double septic tank, in most Cases whitewashed,
W " s 146
See Vietnamese Studies No 0, page 4
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and free from smell and flies. The wells, dug ajy,
everywhere in each hamlet, are provided with rai
curbs. Many families have their own privyy, baﬁ).
rooms. Others, unable to get bricks, have Planteg
for this purpose four little hedges of hibiscuys, wall o
¥ and flowers behind which the Women take

their daily baths.

At the provincial
level - seli-sufficiency
in the main

HE X-ray section of

the provincial hospital

was the last to be installed in 1its rural setting,

after the town had been evacuated. Its buildings,

with mud walls and palm-leaf roofs, were similar to

any peasants’ houses. The X-ray room, curtained with

thick cotton blankets, contained a Roentgen apparatus

mzde in Dresden which bore many holes left by
bomb splinters,

It was almost buried under the ruins of the bos
Pital.” said the X-ray specialist. *Its removal W&
made on men’s backs, The Americans will never believe
tha our hospital s still working. But our sectio®
- “¥en been strengthened. We have just received 2
melti-purpose X-ray apparatus and a power genera”
from the Soviet Uniop,

He led me o pie new machines, installed i
solid shelters, An X-ray specialist, he was happy toha¥*

n tw0

v

on th* Medical Front.. , %
—

o sent back to his speciality, after some time de.
g'oted to surgery-

« At the beginning of the war, we were short of

ctitioners. I learned to handle the scalpel in three
months before being assigned to a mobile team. Now
that everything is in order, here | am ap X-ray
specialist agaim. -

The surgical section was installed in a neighbouring
village. Well-camouflaged communication trenches jed
to the operating theatre half sunk m the ground, and
large enough to receive five or six patients at a time,
The chief surgeon having gone to a refresher course
on skull and thorax surgery in Hanoi, 1 was welcomed
by his deputy.

“Of all the sections of the hospital,” said the
surgeon, “ours has had to make perhaps the biggest
efforts in face of the tasks required by the war. Our
whole establishment has contributed to our work,
putting at our disposal the best means and the best
cadres. All the hospital staff have been trained in sar-
gery and first aid practice. Even our accountant could,
if need be, work as an assistant to a surgeon. We had
only three surgeons, and yet, when the war begam,
We were able to form three teams, each able to
OPerate on two patients at a time. One was on duty
at the provincial hospital, while the two others went
' help at the lower levels. At present, each district

S its own surgeon, or rather surgeoms, amd we
% longer have to go out so often. We can devote
°“1f‘belve5 to serious cases requiring special ope-
Rtiopg,
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Doctor Thanh, the anaesthetist-
story of one of those difficult case
was brought to the hospital in 4 . li‘iar.old gin
condition, with a hole in the skull ang 5 Mo
hernia. Victim of a bombing in the forest, she hcerobral
laying under the rain for 24 hours before she y ad begy
by her relatives. Green pus had gathereq e he&S foupg
necrotized wound. Half of her body was Paralyzerdpaftl3-

reviver, tolg
S. A 14y Me ¢

t

“It was our first operation on the skul
two months to save the little girl,
recovered the use of speech and did eXercises upde
our watch. When we sent her back home, she was ablz
to walk and move about in a normal way. ”

1- It tOOk s
Gradually she

“_HOW flid you manage to stop the bleeding in the
brain during the operation ? ”’

As we did not have the necessary instruments at

that ¢
't time, we burnt the blood vessels with a red-hot
bicycle spoke,

Do you possess 5 stock of plasma and blood ? ”

i@ “7
Sary v:ed?pend on the wounded’s relatives. If neces:
dox;e, BIVE our own bleod, This many of us have

our Chjef Surgeon in the ﬁI‘St place. »

Surgery pas mad
e war began, gy

f

Z‘xormerly done only
e noy Performeq
ADscesgeg
Standard

€ great progress in Hatinh since
ereses of the liver and the g
M major hospitals in the capitdl
here, Surgeons have tackled brd”

and |
for atumofs, thus going beyond the requ’®
Provineia| hospital.

r
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It is in the same s.pirit"that al! the other sections of
he hospital are working. Ibe section of gynaecology and
obstetrics is able todeal with the more current diseases -
glcer of the nec%{ of the womb, metritis, endocervitis,
exocervitis, uterine prolapsus, cyst in the ovary... At
the section of ophthalmology, a mobile team has been
formed to operate on cataracts. In oto-rhino-laryngo-
logy, they have begun to operate on mastoiditis, retro-
pharyngian tumors and are prepared to deal with
cases of deafness due to bomb explosions. In the
section of stomatology, dental prosthesis is being
introduced... And in each section, the training of
personnel for the lower level is in full swing; great
efforts are made to provide every district hospital with
new sections : ophthalmology, stomatology, oto-rhino-
laryngology, laboratory work, and even X-ray service.

Together with the mainly
curative activities of the polyclinic, the six provincial
dispensaries join their efforts to extend a vast network
of Prophylaxis down to the farm co-ops. This divzs.mn
of work, however, does not at all mean that there is a
tlear-cut separation between the two tasks: a hospital
'S expected to contribute to prophylaxis by its t‘.\';\“’ifl“
and  efficacious treatment, and a dispensary, while
doing preventive work, must join in stamping out S“ﬂ‘
and sych epidemics or dealing with somv‘socml dzsm:ax

he six dispensaries give technical guidance to the

district dispensaries.
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The malaria dispensary, the oldest o
on the basis of a mobile anti- mqy, . foung,,
up in 1057. After a period of study tol‘ua team m!
maleria chart of the province, a la!:ge-s:’lmk Out g,
was launched in 1962, over vast tnalaria.,-afe off"hsm.
pecpled by 530,000 inhabitants, Tens "(:;sted'
wostly made up of village sanitary offic brigage,
work, At- present, in spite of U, §, aggresqi:rs <t
has basically done away with that s;o:;g:{atlnh
m ophthalmological dispensary, which o
the fight against trachoma, has set. up a vast nentdum
manned by ‘ hundreds of specialized nurses u:::
thfz supervision of ophthalmologists. In 1066 alone
this netwo¢ gdve 57,350 consultations and treateﬂ'
g.j,xct-:n patients, of whom 9,750 have been cured.
. VmPOStS for entropion operations are working in
. ﬁﬁ&hawng_ performed 2,540 operations in
gy f?;he. The fl.ght, which has been stepped up
- o war, will be long, the rate of morbidity
province amounting to 78. 369%,.

The dispensar p
ry of pht e 1
three levels - the pr g Misales gt

TunS 2 specialized fiﬁ!?ce, While directing the netwoﬂt
the district ¢ thmic with 60 beds for grave cases!
thesr tfm@e T&?ks OU’t T.B. cases and supen'ﬁés
BiVen either m!l_t. "at village level, medical care &
Province) o 4nti-TB posts (which number ten io b
Persons in 25;1,.,@%‘ In 1967, 3,175 tuberculo®
tions with, . ¢, lages received treatment; vaccis®

“-M. Were made to 5,175 newborn habies

- Ml‘“d‘ Front... g1
e

% of the total), and to 250,000 people for 2 serond
i- o

tlﬂ:‘e dispensary of dermatology, while combating

rent skin diseases which have somewhat spread
N to war conditions: itch, impetigo, scurf.., grves
continuous treatment to 243 lepers. The treatment,
hich is done at home, depends on the basic argami-
ations and goes together with patient explanatory
work among the people of the places concerped. &
so-bed clinic of dermatology and a so0-bed lazar houwse
are under construction.

The dispensary for mother and child care carries out
intensive work to propagate women's hvgiene, organ:zes
the treament of women's diseases em a large wale,
sces to the health of the newborn, plays 4 leadng
part in setting up nurseries, and supervises barth
control. In 1966 alone, 2,825 exhibitions and study
sessions attended by 210,000 persoms were held n
the province to popularize basic knowlcdge of
women's hygiene, especially that concermng menses,
pregnancy and nursing. In the same year, the gynaece
logists gave 18,500 consultations. With the asntance
of the State Trade, 400,000 sanitary towels assl the
$ame number of panties were sold at low prices 19
wWomen peasants, who did not use them before. On fuse
I, 1667, on the occasion of Ipternatwnal Chdiren 3

4¥, a large-scale campaign was jaunchied to groe
Vermifuges to 56,000 children from t to & years of
3e. The rate of population growth fell fwom 307, &
195 10 2.49, in 1966,
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The dispensary of hygiene and o o
nfwest, has become the most importan‘lglf €mig],
of t%ng fundamental conception of No n 1€, 0
medicine and also of the requirements (;fth Vie
manned by a large staff, including m th# war, ¢ i
a specialist in contagious diseases ,]EID'"]‘mni“lOHiSt
a woman _phammcist, six ;‘“"»\‘t;m;_ «l.)h):nllg '
s ::nni of murses and laboratory assi;:\ll?t;fns g
i‘; :\;i;r “;;:f; :\.i“:- F\quippcd !;11)(1;-;1t‘ox'ios, ab‘ pitwés
;0“\\: ;W section in which animals are o .

Xpenments, raised

Jr The
dC{‘Qun {

thameg,

: 1
“()lngist

s e .
lm‘s:} ;: ‘:;;ibhshm@t In 1964, it has conducte
m}g \;\-? by 1{ hygxene and prophylaxis, relying
el to-.the ork which covers the whole proviynce,
vl A, er-tl\:motest far.m co-ops. Thanks to this
ot 6o 030 dou,bihe proymce, by June 1967, could
iy .e sept;cl t.anks, 16,000 wells and

rooms ; the building of these three kinds

of major work
. s of : .
n all the villages byrrgrgls hygiene will be completed

Mass =

multipleva\f:;?ifnz.ns hgve been regularly carried out:
cholera, t\’phoida f“f’t’l I a single injection against
nations 3(;§ainst tetf\er and paratyphoid fevers; vacc
Poliomyelitis anq ‘:I,‘“S’ whooping cough, diphtheri,
danger of hiolog; mall-pox. Conscious of the possible
these Pfeventif ot Wwarfare, the population asked for

€ measures, Since U. S. aggression

—gan) DO e 1 .
Outbreak of typhoid fElVe broken out, except a minof

9 Persons in Dyt €ver in May 1966 which affected
\f&ry famlly has and was ]mmedlately jugulated.

been gj
ve 4 : t. | .
given a vaccination booklé l but also future needs, when Ppeace

i
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o transport problem has become harder to cope
the dispensary has produced by its own efforts
lture media and powdered subtilis ;
1¢ preparation from local materials

Ac, th

4ith,
;V different €t

tixey are studying £ | |
fx"emedies against certain chemical weapons.
O 3

The secondary medical
school of the province has had its classrooms and lzbor-
atories scattered in several villages where peasant
families play host to its 700 pupils. It has grown in
intimate association with the provincial polyclinic
which provides it with most of its teachers and a base
for clinical practice. It is composed of two sections :
medicine and pharmacy, in which assistant-physicians,
nurses and midwives, assistant-pharmacists and labo-

ratory assistants are trained.

The school director explained to me: “The new
circumstances compel us to achieve self-sufficiency n
the main and in all fields. To put this nto practice,
the cadres play a decisive role. We have succeeded in
setting up a whole network — I say network — which
€nables us at present to carry on something like self-

reproduction. ”’

“Perhaps you mean that your est
to train enough cadres to satisfy pr

“‘We aim at satisfying not only im

ablishment is able
esent demands? ™

mediate needs,
is restored.
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leg

Besides, we are training cadres not op
also in clinics and dispensaries, in
courses, seminars and Practical work

“Has the war re

quired g Tevision of the
culums ?

Curyj,

“There are no great changes g to curr
some in the organization of studjes, N
stress on first-aid Practice and war
new situation, we must achieve
macy and medicine, and it has
pharmacists and Iaboratory assi
tempo. To mobilize local reso

we accord considerable
medicine,

iculums, but
aturally We

urses in
Importance

in both therapeutics ang pharmacopoeia.”

Medica] supplies and
traditiona] medicine

At the State Pharmaceut-
ics Shop of the province,
a telegram: «K A. shop
port follows,

n that shop,” he told me.
hes has undergone at léaSt
- But the damage has been limited. Since
We have taken care to scatter our StqreS~
Provineia] shop have been divided into
ts entrusteq to the care of the peopl®

the director showed me
bombeq. Limiteq losses, Re

“It is the third attack o
“Each of our distriet branc
two bombings
the firs days,
Those of the
300 smyj] depo

‘.ﬂw—_
95
e Medica? Ff’f””----
on |
dius of several kilometres. The ba51((1:
githin & ras how to get medicines, which so far ha
ceonlty Wa
diffice

ly from the capital. Our StO(-Ik Was sma]l
come 1> ¥ fiercely raided communication lines.
and the enemg to reduce our activities and let the
some Propose nage for themselves. We rejected that
opulation m;on The medical and sanitary petyork
geleaist SO iset- up, it was necessary to give it a
haVir}llg gii)r;ly service. We decided to step up our
worthy

activities vigorously.

tried to set up,
Lokl tlileofplrf;;?::l}jsanitary posts,” one
parallel to The networ The school of medical officers
§ Vi”ag: a(iirrl?ng;tzrsifs'tants to look after those dll'ug-
e 1”d at the same time, organise the plantmgl,
St(;?:risn and buying of medicinal herbs, forhilol::r
fsnsumpgtion as well as for supply to f)l‘fn neids,
level. The motto was: “Produce for 3;4;11:0_6 e
find supplies on the spot.” In ‘19666 dru;tores o
of the province were provided with 262 o goenianr
each of them with a two-sao (*) garden
herbs,

rough -

A large-scale campaign was C?ndll(l;t;d nit;dicign 3

out the province to fully exploit . Phiarscy

Tesources, Combining their efforts, covice aad . fhe

sction of the provincial health service and e
Traditional Medicine Association mapp

m sao : 360 sq. metres.
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of distribution of local medicing] h b
duced the cultivation of ginseng ang Mman Vareig My,
Chinese medicinal herbs, which haq SO far hegy, it‘es of
ed. While bee-keeping is not Popular vet, it ismfort‘
ised in some mountainous regions . hi;nact,
which is an ingredient of traditiona] POnsofy’
by the State shop, in some ten families apq a Stqetd
farm, they rear deer, whose horns, e

when they are i
ossified yet, constitute a much-sought-after tradition,

medication.

erbs,

and gjye
tonics, g

The establishment of the facto
of the province marked an
scattered buildings carefully c
greenery, 150 workers, men
facture various medicines in
tures and solutions, tablets
traditional] medications, 72%
come from |pca] sources,

Iy of Pharmaceytie
important stage, Iy
amouflaged under the
and women, many.
injectable phials, mix.
and pills, as well as
of the raw materials
To cope with the shortage
of glassware, the enterprise recovers old flasks and

bottles with the help of village drugstores and
schools,

N Mf?anwhile, we

continue to receive highly specialized
medicines from ¢

he capital,” the director went on.
" We have been able tq meet the growing needs
°f the populaion, To take a single example, the
quantity of antibioticg heeded at present is ten times
that.n-ccded N peace time. And yet, the prices of
.medlcmes have gone down by 30 tlo 50 per cent
Instead of going Up. Thanks to joint efforts at the

udif“l Front... 97

——

on the i

el and ours, we have built up a« strategic ”
v

central lehich will enable us to carry on the resistance

eserve W

for ceveral years.

Lan Ong, the greatest

ietnamese traditional medicine, spent the

ma‘:-,ter .Oft\gl:tl?i:!?ife in Ha Tinh. There he studied the

i pdrdicinal flora, established the formulae of nu-

R % edications, trained many disciples and wrote

B medical works. Two centuries have elapsed since,
;3:&1?11; 1’Ill'inh remains a land of renowned physicians,

Under French rule, “ Western” medicing ’being
reservled for the colonists and a han.dflul of pr1v1lleged
Vietnamese, it was traditional medicine that playe

i 7. Th
. the preponderant part in town as well as country. lhe

people’s power, which holds the national in-heritanlce
in high esteem, has helped to develop it vigorously.

: traditional,
' The two medical sciences, modern and

i deve-
not only have continued to co-exist, but have
loped in close alliance.

o di-
Ha Tinh successfully applied thls, MRS, ItSiSTim-
tional Medicine Association, founded LI;dlgisr? ,multiPle
bosed of 4oo practitioners, has engﬁblactic fieldsand,
ictivities in both the curative and prop }ifn first aid. It 1s
since the beginning of U.S. aggreSilE:' provincial and
With its active participation that[ edgical and sanitary
district hospitals and the o5 rural m ith a section of
Posts have been provided each W
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experience, which so far has been solely
from father to son. Our association als
attention to theoretical questions. W will «
publish a collection of traditional medicationg a;f)
treatise on materia medica in Ha Tinh, Natur
those two works have been written with the ¢,
tion of our colleagues, physicians and pharmaci
the modern medical school.”

rapsmitt el
glVCS d
on
dy
ally,
Opera-
sts, of

HE old folks recall the
times when there was
for the whole province a single *“ mandarin - doctor”,
a mythical character for the poor, who practically
never saw him. Today Ha Tinh has a physician for
every 20,000 inhabitants, an assistant physician for every
1,600, a nurse for every 200, not including practitiopers
of traditional medicine, midwives and pharmacists
first-aid volunteers and sanitary workers in the farm
co-ops. Far from hampering it, U.S. aggreSSion, bt
quickened the development of the medical and sanitary
network of the province,

Ha Tinh has dope the same as the rest of the country:

September 1967
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