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I - 1982 

1981 
trials we 

OUR MONTHLY 
COMMENT 

is drawing to an end, a year 'full of 
trtals for Vietnam, but through these 

stand up as a steadfast and firm State. 

Let us remember the storms which began to as­
sail tlze Vietnamese in 1978 

1978 was the third conseculiz:e year with big 
11at11ral calamities, a year of floods resulting in 
heaz-_v losses: 3 milliOn tons of food. US aid in 
S 0111/z Viet1Zam had run dry in l 97 5. The country 
still bore many unhealed u . .:ounds of war. Pol Pot's 
military attacks in the south-west became blatant 
and large1· in scale. China bared her policy of hos­
tility against Vietnam: size concocted the story of 
"ill-treated and ostractzed Hoa people" to dts­
rupt Vietnam, withdrew her experts, mt off her 
aid and attacked Vietnam early in 19/9· 

Vtetnam's help to Kampuchean patriots to era­
dicate genocide and wriggle o,ut of Beijing's con­
trol was construed as an aggression. The Viet­
namese lea~Jing thetr country (among them many of 

, JI oa descent) owing to Beijing and Tf.7 estern pro­
po gand a or hard post-war l i Jc was distorted as a 
sign of human rights' viOfatton. 

At that lime the Carter US Administration shift­
ed to a policy .of creating tension in the world and 
found in t!ie Chinese rulers a 11ew prop in tts at­
tach against the forces of socialwn and national­
liberatton movements of wluch Vietnam ts the sym­
bol tn Southeast Asia. Under the influence of 
Beijing and r-Vas!ungton a campaign was launched 
to isolate· Vietnam in the world arena to the utmost 
degree. The good rclatwns set up by Vietnam with 
the ASEAN countries began to freeze. }vf ost 
vVestern countries and japan curtailed ez:cry eco­
nomic co-operation with Vietnam. Af any inter­
national organizations, including the United Na­
tions of w/Jiclz Vietnam lzad become a member, also 
toed ti/is line under CS pressure and naturally the 
impend mg normali:::atwn of relatwns '1Mween Hanoi 
and rv ashington was also post paned. 



l'[ze dif}iculties at iiome and abroad seemed to 
frustrate all that zcas brought hy the 19;5 rrwund­
mg 1Nctory !1hcrafio11 of the 5,'0111/z and national 
reuni f icati 011. 

H owe-ucr. hm.:1ng gone through many dif ftculttes 
since the August 1945 Rez:ofution, Vietnam 'calmly 
dealt with the situation: The people closed ranks 
around their leaders, determined to achteve the 
goals of the natiOn: to d·efend their independence 
and build socialism in all ctrcumstances. We took 
persevering and resolute steps. At home, we mobiltz­
cd all forces to maintain production, redressed our 
shortcomings in economtc management, strengthened 
our nattonal defence and ensured order and secu­
rit v. Abroad, zce· tightened our s pectal re lat tons 
wi;h neir;hbouring Laos and Kampuchea, and dtd 
our utm'ast to help Kampuchea so as to boost the 
recovery of this suffering and heroic natwn, 
together. with the other socialist countrtes and all 
people of good will in the world. Step by step a 
reality appeared in Southeast Asta whiCh nobody 
can deny - the group of Indochinese countries 
sharing a common political tdeal. Vtetnam's foretg11 
policy so far onentated to the commu~ity of soctal~st 
countries ts all the more impelled zn the new cir­
cumstance, the all-round co-o peratiOn with the So­
viet Union firmly ensurmg the e;tstence and 
growth of the Socialtst Republic of JI utnam. 

The happentngs in V tetnam and Kampuchea have 
l{raduall y awakened realtst minds and repelled 
lzostile manoeuvres. The slanderous allegatwns about 
Vietnam's violatiOn of human rights have come a 
cropper. Tlze flow of" boat people" has greatly 
decreased and would cease but for US measures to 
induce them to leave by sea; meanwhile we have 
correctly carried out our co-operation with the 
UN HCR allov.:ing people to leave according to 
law and order. Very recently, the US charge sup­
ported by China that Vietnam used toxic chemical 
in Laos and Kampuchea has also. failed when the 
group of UN experts in charge of the invesligation 
reported that there are no grounds for that accusa­

tion. 
We have tone and again affirmed that the situa-

tion in Kampuchea is trreversible, and thts has 
been born out by the realities of life. So many 
"rainy season counter-attacks" by the Khmer 
Rouge have come to nothing and these Pol Pot 
remnants would be no more had not it been for 
Thailand's protection. The admmiS/ralion of the 
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People's Republic of Kampuchea is being co11soli 
dated. Thts recrmcrwg country has a Constitutwn, 
an efficient State apparatus, and will gradually 
develop a fully fledged economic structure. 

Several conferences of the three Indochtnese 
foreign mtnist~rs have successt1.Jely put forward 
many intttatives to settle the tensiOn and tnstabiltty 
in Southeast Asta the origin of which has to be 
found in the Chinese rulers' policy of expanswn 
and hegemony. The stncertty of the Indochinese 
countrtes for good relations wtth the ASE AN 
countries has been more or less understood by many 
circles in Southeast Asta. On the other hand, Bet­
jing and also W ashtngton's moves to incite confront­
ation or maintatn the tension in Southeast Asta 
have prompted many politictans in the ASEAN 
countrtes to ask themselves whether thetr wtshes -
peace 'and stability in the area - are served by 
these moves. Thetr concern tncreased when tn 1981 
US Secretary of State Alexander H atg vtsited 
Beijtng and the Reagan Admtntstration allowed 
China to buy dangerous lethal weapons, and when 
Zhao Ztyang refused to cut off Chtna's ties with 
the Maoist rebels tn the Southeast Asian countrtes. 

While gathering the reactwnary Kampuchea~" 
forces in extle with a vtew to oppostng the Heng -, 
Samrtn Admtntstratton, the ASE AN countrtes have 
certatnl y realized that China would not withdraw 
support for the blood-thirsty Khmer Rouge, whom 
they abhor. Anyhow these efforts at going against 
the trend o} htstory and the interests of the Kam· 
puchean people· cannot matertaltze. Meanwhile, 
what can be done to ensure the interests .of all 
Southeast Asian countries, for peace and stabtlity 
tn the area t:: prectsel y to advance toward a con­
ference between the t·wo groups of countrtes-Indo­
chtna and ASEAN - to sign the agreements pro­
posed by the 1ndochtnese foreign mtntsters. 

Gone are the days when V tetnam was besmeared 
and dnven into isolation. Our goodwill and our 
devotion to real human rtghts, peace, friendship and 
co-operatton between natiOns are 'betng recognized 
by public opinton at large, while signs have ap­
peared of mcreasmg changes tn the attttude of . 
many countries toward the Soctaltst Republtc of 
Vietnam. 198 2 will cert am! y conftrm thts good 
trend for the interests of Vietnam as well as of 
peace tn Southeast Asta and the world. 

2 5 December 1q81 

VIKTillAK COUB.llll 



.GOVERNMENT REPORT AT 
NATION AL ASSEMBLY 

IMPLEMENTATION OF 1981 STATE PLAN: INITIAL 
BUT VERY SIGNIFICANT UPWARD TREND OF ECONOMY 

1982 PLAN: NEW PROGRESS PREDICTED 

On Decemher -~1. ,9S1, at t!ze sNond session of the 7th National Assem!Jly, 
Vice Chairman of rrc Council rf 1i11nisters and Chairman of the State Plan­
ning Commission !Vguve11 Lam presented the government report on the imple­
mentation of the 1981 State plan and the ortentation. tasks and targets of the 
J982 plan. Fo!!ozuing is the gist o[ his report: 

1. On the implementation of 1981 plan 

1981 saw the enforcement throughout the country 

of the nen· svstcm of economic nnnagement 

consisting of the gradual abolition of the 

old system of administrative and non-profit 

accounting management and giving due attention to 

loss-profit accounting, impleITjentating several new 

economic policies including the use of economic 

incentives such as the allocation of fixed quot.as to 

each working group and farmer in the agricultural 

co-opera th es ( 1); assignment of unchanged quotas for 

the remittance of foo:l to the. State 01-er a number 

of years; readjus•ment of the prices of agricultural 

produce bought by the :'tate; broadening of the 

autonomy of the factories; broadening of the piece­

rate pc1yment system; granting of bonuses for 

increased prnductivity ih industry; broadening of 

the localities' autonomy in the field of export and 

import... 

These policies have brought about initial results. 

Important successes have been obtained in many 

areas of agriculture. Food output reached the target 

of 15 million tons, 6:io,ooo tons more than 1980, 
making H)8r the recorJ year so far with regard to 

food output. 

No. 1 - 198z 

Tht" area of short-term industrial plants was 

up by r.8 ;Y. over 1980. In particular, soyabean output 
lias doubled. 

In stockbreeding, the increase was 4.5 ;1. for the 

number of pigs; 2.7 ;Y. for buffaloes and '6.3 7. for 
cows and oxen. 

Food purchases by the State totalled 2.5 million 

tons (including rice and other foodstuffs converted 

into rice equivalent). Size a b!e increases have been 

recorded in the purchase of many crops:' 14 ;Y. for 

peanuts, 74 % for sugar cane, 15 % for tobacco, 1. ;1. 
for jute, 4 ;Y. for reeds, 19 ;Y. for pigs, 26 ;Y. for fresh­

water fish .. 

Industrial production has reached target and 

represents a slight increase over 1980. Production of 

local irdustries increased by 7'(o, small industri-:s and 

handkrafts by 7 'fo, electricity by 4.4 '(o, coal by 11.7,%, 

tin b; 2fX, cane sugar by 33 X. canned food by 23X, 

cigarettes by 41.8 X· 

The tempo of construction has been stepped up 

at key projects such as the Bim Son and Hoang 

Thach cement plants, the Lam Thao phosphate fer-

1. See Vietnam CoU1fer, "\'os. 2 and 3-r98r, 
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tilizer plant, the Vinh Phu paper' mill, the ltanoi 
an<i ~ha TrJn.c:: 'Pinning mi!b, the ~rrvicc inslalla­
tions at the Vung T<lu oil prospecting site ... 

Edlll:ation, culture, 
child c:lre and sports 
hearlway. 

health 
activities 

work, mother 
continue<i to 

and 
make 

Ho\\·n·er, m:rnv industries and services still fall far 
below the targets under the 1981 plan, and the eco­
nomic situation and the people's life still present 
many difficulties. 

The culti\·ated area in the So•1th dropped by 
:::30,000 hectares compared with 1980, the output .of 
subsidiary food crops dropped by 2::0,000 tons Produc· 
!ion of some essential goods such as textiles; garments, 
writing paper, sleeping mats, bicyck parts and me­
dicines -- has decreased. So has the whole of the 
State-run industrial sector. Exports reached only 88 X 
of the quotas and the traJc deficit remains big. The 
plan for capital construction investments was only 
90 X achieved and the ineffectual use of the con­
struction funds drags on. The transport program was 
ac!.ieved by only 8 3 X in !er ms of tonnage and 78 X 
in terms of tonne-kilometres. The prolonged slop­
piness of the transport service has adversely affected 
production and life. 

With regard to the circulation and distribution of 
goods although substantial progress has been made in 
the purchase of [nod and agricultural produce due to 
the fall in the production of many e3sential goods 
coupled with bad management of the market, goods 
remain scarce, causing price fluctuation and more 
difficulties in the people's life. Some ·readjustments 
have been made to prices but the ineffectual organi­
sation to enforcei these readjustments has led to many 
negative developments. 

II. Orientation and tasks of 1982 plan 

In 1982 it is necessary to effect a real turn for the 
better of the economic-social situation and stay the 
downhill tr('nd in rnme respects, whik concentrating 
forces to develop production along with organizing 
better circuiatioH and distribution in order to stabilize 
and initially improve the people's life, thus laying 
the groundwork for stronger development in the 
1981-1985 five-year plan to be adopted by the 5th 
Congress of the Party. 

Thefundumental tasks of the 1982 State plan are: 

To concentrate on developing agricultural produc­
tion and to strive to boost further the production of 
consumer go'Jds with a view to en>uring self-suffi­
ciency in fuo:l for the whole society, meeting the 
esseutial needs of the pc0ple in clothing, study, rnedi­
,·al care and transportation, and increasin;~ exports: 
to reorganize production, capital construction and 
transport and c;ommunication; to coutinue socialist 
transformation in the South, consolidate and 
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improve the socialist relations of production 
irl the :\orth, to consolirlatc and strenQlbcn ,soci:llisrn 
throughout the country; to consol'idate national 
defence, ensure political security and social order 
and saCety while continuing to discharge well 011r 
inlcrriational tasks. 

In order to achieve the,;c fundamental task~, it is 
nccess:1ry : 

1. To uphold the sense of self-reliaace: to build 
our life Ly the sweat of our own brows, to spend 
only within the limit of what we have and what 
we produce. The 'foremost task is to strongly devel­
op agricultural production, especially food produc­
tion, and to ensure the quotas or food remittance to 
the State: to boost the production of not only rice 
but also subsidiary food crops and vegetables and 
bf'ans. The heavy industries (electricity, coal, engi­
neering, chemicals, fertilizers) must do their best for 
agricultural production, for the production of con­
sumer goods and exports. Special efforts mtt<t be 
made to increase the capacity of the transport ,rnd. 
communication service. 

2. To take important steps in the reorganisation of 
the economy according to an order o[ priority, first-
ly by concentrating materiJls, raw materials, energy, 
transport and capital on the productibn of food and 
foodstuffs. To reorg<rnize capital consll uctic,n in sud1 
a way ::is to ensure the balance between accumula-
tion and consumption, and in conformity with }~.~ 
cap<lbilities in materials and c::ipital; to ensure ll1e bc.1il3- '. 

ing tempo of the key projects of the State according 
to schedule, then the major projects of the ~ervices 
and lod1lities. The organisation and ac

1

tivities of all 
t··anches must be strearnli:1ed in order to suit' the 
capabilities and demands of the economy. 

l To take a positive and firm step in the rational 
use of .the social v\"ork force, and redistribute the 
work [orce in each locJlity and on the natio11al 
scale. 

4. To boost exports is both an un;ent and long-term 
£trategic task. The State exercises central[sed control 
over imports and exports, at the same time encoura·­
ges all branches of activity and localities to promote 
exports in order to meet part · oi their imports, to 
expand econurnic relations with foreign countries 
first of all With the Soviet union and the other coun­
tries in the Council for l'viutual Economic Assist::ince, 
as. well as witl1 Laos and Kampuchea. 

5 To continue soci:dist transformation in the South, 
to complete the redistribution of land in the '.\lckollg 
River del1a and on the basis of the new !:ind 
ownership by the pcasarns. to accelerate the pc1c~ of 
involving them in collectiYe productioIJ. To con~oli­
date and irnprnve the sod::ilist relations of production 
in the North. To consolidate and stren;.;then sri:::iaHsm 
throughout the country through the continued 
transformation of private industry and trade, tighter 
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control of the market and improvement of the quali­
ty of the State-run economic establishments. 

6. To practise strict economy in production, con­
struciion and consumption, first of all with ~egard to

1 
electricity, coal, fuel, materials, raw materials, and 
food. To reduce sharply all expenditure which is 
not 'urgent in order to concentrate on the most im­
mediate need~. to reduce capital constrm·tion invest­
ments in order to devote more materials to produc­
tioo. and housing, to reduce administrative personnel 
and spending. 

7. To make >vider application of technical progress. 

8. To combine economy with national ddence: to 
get the economy ready at all time to cope with war: 
the army has to take part in economic construction 
within the scope of its capabilities (in the production 
of iood, in the building of roads and water conser­
vancy works), to de\·elop the capabilities of the 
natior.al defence industry with a view to increasing 
the output of civilian goods. 

9. To establish a new order in the domain of 
circulatian and distribution of goods, to concentrate 
the management of goods in the hands of the State, 
to effect strict control over the distribution and 
rational use of food, equipment, capital, materials 
and goods, to carry out the principle of remuneration 
accordinr.: to the amount of work done, to continue 
the readrustment of prices ln a steady manner. 

10. To continue effecting the switch from the mode 
ui ad:n!ni~trat;vc a:1d non-;nofit Jt·cour:ling manage­
ment to a moue of management and planning along 
the lines of economic accounting and socialist 
exploitation. 

Going into details of each branch of activity, the 
report underlines the following points: 

-- In agriculture, high-yield rice·growing areas 
will be formed to account for 33X of the total rice 
area· in the whole country by the end of the five­
year plan, and to produce 47/{ of the total rice out­
put. In the coming summer rice crop these areas 
will co1·er 185 districts among the total of 4u dis­
tricts in the whole country (63 among the 67 di~tricts 
in the Red River delta, 27 among the_ 53 districts of 
Thanh Hoa and Nghe Tinh provinces, 15 among the_ 
48 districts of the central coastal provinces, 47 among 
the 110 districts of the Mekong River delta). More 
investments will be put into these areas along with 
the implementation of a series of organisational, 
managerial and technical measures and new policie.s· 

- In industry, the expansion of the production of 
consumer goods aims first of all to increase the 
supply of industrial goods for the farmers in ex­
change for farm produce in order to give a boost 
to agricultural procluction. It also aims to stimul:ite 
market operations in the country and contribute to 

quickly expnnding exports. In energy, bigger ~fforts 
are required to make' fuller use of the capacity of 
the existing pov·;er plants and to quickly put into com­
mission the gas turbine power plant in Thai Binh and 
Hai Phong,- and to start drilling the first dee~­
sea oil w~ll on the Southern continental shelf m 
co·operation with the Soviet Union: In engineering, a 
stronn- boost wili be aiven to the production of labour 

b 0 b h 
tools and repair equipment for the different :anc es 
of the ec<momY, to increase the production of 
machinery and ~quipment in the service of agriculture, 
communication and trausport, exports and a number 
of conpumer goods industries. 

- In capital construction, to concf'ntrate invest­
ments on the following major projects so that they 

• · · 0 ' or 198 ' at the rni;;l.t be put into commi>sIOn Ill i9''- .) . 
latest: the Pha Lai thermoelectric power plan'. ,(first 
group of alternators). the llirn Son and lloang .Ih~ch 
cement plants. the 0ha Trang and Hanoi spi~111ng 
mills, the La Nga sugar mill and the saw mills at 
Buon Me Thuot, Gia Lai - Kor:tum and Song Be. 

The following 

State plan have 
tional Assembly: 

main 
been 

targets 
adopted 

or" the 1982 
by the Na· 

Percentage increaie over 1981: 

Gross national product : + per cent; 

National income : 5 per cent; 

Agricultural output value: 8 per cent; 

- Industrial outµ;.1t value (ic.cluJing small indus-
tries and handicrafts) : 5 per cer::; 

- Total investments in capital construction: 
6 7 per cent; 

- Exports valL1e 45 per cent; 

- Work productivity in St3te·run industries: 
5 per cent; 

Absolute figures of the main targets: 

Total food output : 16 million tons; 
Area of industrial crops: 7i4,ooo hectares; 
Number of pigs 11 million; . . 

- Electricity +.o 35 million h.. W H; 
- Coal 6,300,000 tons; 
- Cement 962,000 tons;. 

- Textiles 
Paper 

260 million metres; 

Cane sugar 

Fish 

55,000 tons ; 

2.00,000 tons; 

6"00,000 tons, includ­
ing 420,000 tons of 
se:i fish ; 

- Enrolments in general schools: 12,~!0,000; 

Enrolments in universiti~s and colleges: 35,000; 

- Enrolments in secondary vocational schools: 

4 7,200; 
Technical workers to be trained: 53,800; 

Number cf ho,pital beds: 199,000 
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WORKING CONSULTATIVE MEETING OF 

DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTERS OF 
SOCIALIST CO.UNTRIES 

A T the initiative of the Lao 
People's Democratic. Re­
public, the People's Republic 

of Kampuchea, and the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam, a working 
consultative meeting of the deputy 
foreign ministers of the Lao Peo­
ple's Democratic Republic, the 
People's Republic of Kampuchea, 
the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, 
the Republic of Cuba, the Union 
of Soviet Sociali~t Republics, the 
Czechoslovak Socialist Republic, 
the Bulgarian People's Republic: 
the Polish People's Republic, the 
Mongolian People's R::public the 
German Democratic Republic and 
the Hungarian People's Republic, 
was he.Id in Vientiane, carital of 
the Lao People's Democratic Rc:­
public, on December 18 and 19, 
1981: 

Kay<>one Phomvihane, General 
Secretary of the Lao People'~ Dt'­
mocratic Republic government. 
received a11d hacl a cordi:il conver­
sation with the participants. 

Phoumi Vongvichit, Political 
Bureau member uf the Lao Peo­
ple's Revolutionary P..!rty Central 
Committee and Vice-Premier of 
the Lao People's Democratic Repu­
blic, de livered the opening speech. 

The participants in the meeting 
noted that the present international 
tension clearly shows the existence 
of two lines in world politics. The 
aggressive imperialists, pa rti cu­
larly the United States, are striving 
to turn back the wheel of history 
and prevent the easing of tension, 
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111 the hope of rev1vmg the cold 
war period.' They are intensifying 
the arms race and trying to impose 
the theory that nuclear war is 
''acceptable", obviously wishing 
to br.eak the strategic balance 
which has been established, and to 
gain supremacy. 

These ·acts and plans which .are 
dangerous to peace are meeting 
with r~sistance from the firm fo­
reign. policy for peace of the so­
cialist countries, and from a broad 
movement of the forces of peace, 
national independence, dcrn.ocracy 
and social progress in the W'orld. 
The participants declared that their 
countries fully support the impor­
t1nt proposals on key intcrnationa} 
problems made at the 26th Con­
gress of t'1e Communi5t Party of the 

-Soviet Union. The new initiati'ves 
or the Soviet Union which stem 
from its concern for peace and 
were put forward by L.l. Brezh­
nev during his visit to the 1'ederal 
Republic of Germany have tre­
mendous significance. 

The participants in the meeting 
ex pressed their satisfaction at the 
adoption by the United Nations of 
the Declaration on the Prevention 
nf J\uclear \Vt1r and its resolutions 
aimed at checking the arms race 
which is in keeping w:th the vital 
interests of nations. 

The participants In the meeting 
welcome all efforts of govern­
ments and peoples of Asian coc:n­
tries aimed at building a relation­
ship ::;mong nations in Asia uased 
on the principles of respect for 

eacb other's independence, sover­
eignty and territorial integrity, 
non-violation of each other's na­
tional frontiers, equalit\·, non-in­
terference in each other's internal 
affairs, renunciation of the u~e of 
force or the threat of force, and 
settlement of contentious issues 
entirely through peaceful means, 
and development of reciprocally 
beneficial co-operation. They re­
affirm their pledge to do all in 
their power to contribut~ to· the 
eJrly application of these princip,. __ 
!es to the rebti'J:-ts amorq; .\sian 
countries. 

The concrete proposals for ne­
gotiation among 'all concerned 
countries in the Far East, the readi­
ness to discuss all questions relat­
ing to the situation in Afghanistan 
on the basis of a progrJm put forth 
by the government of the Demo­
cratic Republic of Afghanistan, 
the initiatives of the Mongolian 
People's Republic on the signing 
of a treaty of non-aggression and 
renunci;i.tion oC force in the rela­
tions between the countries in 
Asia and the Pacific, and la>tlv the 
constructive proposals of the Lao 
People's Democratic Republic, the 
People's Republic of Kampuchea 
and the Socialist Republic of Viet­
nam with regard to the member 
.countries of A.SEAN and China 
actually follow this direction. 
i\foreove r, the constructive policy 
of peace of India is making a great 
contribution to the maintenance of 
international securitv. 
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The hegemonistic policy of the 
Chinese ruling circles in collusion 
with the US imperialists and otner 
reactionary forces against the peo­
ples of the three Indochinese coun­
tries, and their gross interference 
in the internal affairs of other 
countries in Southeast Asia have 
strained the situation and threat­
ened peace and stability in this 
region. 

The military co-operation be­
tween Washington and Beijing 
constitutes a real threat to the na­
tions in Asia. The US Administra­
tion, encouraged by Beijing, is con­
tinuing with its policy of interven­
tion and penetration by different 
means in the Asian continent. 

They hypocritically try to justify 
this policy because of the :-iecessity 
of launching a fight against the 
"danger of the Soviet Union and 
Vietnam". But as the only big po­
wer which has never made war 
in Southeast Asia, the Soviet 
Union should not be r~garded 
as a threat to anyone in this region. 
The Socialist Republic of Vietnam 
has never made war against the 
ASEAN States, and does not have 
the intention of doing so. 

The participants in the meeting 
resolutely condemned the slander 
campaign, mounted by the United 
States and other reactionary forces 
against Vietnam and the Soviet 
Union, claiming that these coun­
tries have used chemical weapons. 
This campaign Is designed 10 divert 
growing protest by public opinion 
in the world against the undeniable 
consequences of toxic chemicals 
used by the United S.tates in Viet­
nam and other parts of the Indo­
chinese peninsula. Their charge 
are made to hide the fact that the 
United States is stepping u 1> the 
arms race and manufacturing and 
stockpiling chemical weapons. 

The only correct way to guaran­
tee peace and security in this re­
gion is for the forces of 1.--.egemony 
and imperialism to put an imme­
diate end to all acts of aggression 
and intervention. To preserve 
peace and security in Southeast 
Asia, the countries in the region 
should consult and agree with one 

another on regional matters on 
the basis of equality, mutual res­
pect, non imposition and without 
interference from outside. 

It is important to adopt a realis­
tic attitude, cast aside anything 
which might divide the Southeast 
Asian countries, and continue dia­
logue to seek a mutually agreeable 
basis on which to carry out peace­
ful co-operation. 

On behalf of their respective 
govern men ts the represen ta ti ves 
of the Republic of Cuba, the Union 
of the Soviet Socialist Republics, 
the Czechoslovak Socialist Repu­
blic, the Bulgarian People's Repu­
blic, the Polish People's Republic. 
the Mongolian People's Republic, 
the German Democratic Republic, 
and the Hungarian People's Repu­
blic, declared constant support for 
the three Indochinese countries in 
their struggle to consolidate and 
safeguard their independence and 
sovereignty. They reaffirmed their 
readiness to give all necessary 
assistance to the Indochinese coun­
tries fn socialist construction. At 
the same time they acclaimed the 
consolidation of the solidarity and 
fraternal co operation between the 
Lao People's Democratic Republic, 
the People's Republic of Kam­
purhea and the Socialist Rtpublic 
of Vietnam, as well as betvveen 
the three Indochinese countries and 
the Sovit't Uuion and other count­
ries in the socialist community. 
The foreign policy pursued by the 
three Indochinese countries is a 
factor for peace and stability in 
Southeast Asia. 

The fraternal socialist countries 
unanimously support the construc­
tive proposals and the good faith 
of the three Indochinese couutries 
as well as the statements of the 
Lao, Kampuchean and Vietnamese 
·foreign ministers in connection 
with peace and stabi)ity in South­
east Asia and on a regional con­
ference between the lndochinese 
countries and the A.SEAN states. 

The ?articipants in the meeting 
spoke with great satisfaction of 
the Kampuchean people'~ success 
in the construction of a uew-Kam·-

puchea which has been saved from 
the genocide of Pol Pot. They de­
clared opposition to any interfer­
ence in the internal affairs of the 
People's Republic of Kampuche:a. 

Matters related to Kampuchea 
can only be solved by the people 
of the People's N.epublic of Kam­
puchea, the only authentic and 
legal representative of the 
Kampuchean people. Kampuchea's 
seat at the United ~ations 
must be given to the People's 
kepublic of Kampuchea. As for 
the UN resolution on the so-called 
"Kampuchea~ pro!Jlem" and the 
decisions of the self-stvled "In­
ternatinnal Conference on Kam­
puchea'', passed \"'ithout the con­
sent of the representative of the 
Government of the People's Repub­
lic of Kampiichea, they are at 
variance with the Kampuchean 
people's will and their aim is to 
help the genocidal Pol Pot gang 
to stage a comeback in Kampuchea. 
They are illegal. immoral and, 
therefore, invalid. 

The consultative meeting of 
deputy foreign ministers held 
in Vientiane· took place in an 
atmosphere of fraternal friendship, 
solidarity, one-mindeduess and 
complete mutual understanding. 
The Lao People's Democratic Re­
public, the People's Republic of 
Kampuchea, the Socialist Republic 
of Vietriam, the Republic of Cuba, 
the Union of Soviet Socialist Re­
publics, the Czechoslovak Socialist 
Republic, the Bulgarian People's 
Republic, the Polish People's 
Republic, the Mongolian People's 
Republic, the German Democratic 
Republic and the Hungarian 
People's Republic declared their 
desire to continue and strengthen 
co-operation and consultation.They 
affirm their readiness to promote 
frie11dly relations with all coun­
tries in Southeast Asia and ex­
change views with them in order 
to help turn this region into a , 
zon~ of peace, friendship and 
co-operation, and contribute to the 
maintenance of peace in Asia and 
the wor!J as a whole. 

1· in1/iane, 19 December 1981. 
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~ EF ELOPMENTS in the past ytar and particularly in the last (w -o months have cot?{irmtd th11t the crisis now tahi11g place in Po/raw· is 
a counter-attack <if reactionary forces bot It inside and outs:de Poland 

aimed at negating the socialist gains (if t/ze Polish peo pie and hreaktng r111 

important link in the socialist comrnU11it_). This offensh•e has been brewing jor 
a long time al~cording to "ptfcemeal" tactics and perfidtuus covert and Vi'I rt 
mana:uvres. (apzlrt/i:::ing on the difficulties faced by the country <111d 

rrrors· committed in economic managlmen! which have incen.;ed som1• slru/11 
of the population, the reactionaries, under the cover of" njil::rnrlluz:;" scriul­
iJrn, have la1mc·hed an all-out attach a~'ainst the leaamg P,u/·; awl the 
people's republican regime. This anauh'tc: slate l!as hee.n crciit2d by t!ir 
cowiter-revolutionaries as a cover to topplr the revolutionarv goc,ernme11t 1111d 

to set up a r·eaclionarv administration. There is 110 dew,•in •' t!ze ract that !/;is 
serious C!isis has -been plotted by the anti-socialis{ j-//rces Ji11cluding tiff 
extremists zcithin the '' Soltdaritv Trade Union" as well as the rirwleaders o( 
the notorious cozmter-rn•olutionarr or:;anizations' morallr and maltri~llv bac/;cJ 
by tlze im/>erialis!r and other react:·on;iry Jorres. . - -

Their ads are not to defend the inlerest of the zuorhas a11d trade 1111inns 
nor are they aimed at ·· stabiliztng the situation,. or b1 i11 :;ing about a •· re11c:(> 
al oj socialism'', but are aimed at aboltslzing the suci,ilst i-CJ:irne in PolcmJ 
and countering the revulu!ionarv cause of tlze Poles. Unmaslu>d, tl:<v i;1, 

m.ore d11cedtvz1 After their 111eeting at Radom, the leadrrs of tlze ·· Solida11!1· 
7 rade L'nion" held another cr111fere11a at Gdan<k in ~ohidz tlzt0y chaittd a !! 
r.f confrontation and- issued an appeal calling }or a grnrral sl!ike to ue .du;: d 
on Dccem!.>er 17, to pave the :va\' for t!ze settillf! up of a go11nnme11t_ at tlzn: 
brck and call. Afeanwhile, I he reactfo11arv KPN (Polis//" JU /imzce jor Ind, -
pendrnu) aims at overtlzrozuin:; the people's power. 

Anv co11scious person can see that the urf!e•1t 11ua.mres t!1.ken by the 
Polish UM1ernment, headed by Comrade f-V.Jaru~elski, F!i·st .\·errttc:ry if the 
Crntral Committee of the PoliJh United fVo:-!urs' Purty. PruiJrnt of the 
Council of,1'h11isters, Jfini.1ter oj Defence, are neccs:,!'rv ,·v Pul:u!d to g1! 
out of th,· prein1t s.:rape.For over one yra.r. tlze reaoio•w·-_i• fnas, inciudzng 
the leaders of tlie "Solidarity Tradt' Unio11 ", hai'e c.cmmilted heinous crimes 
a,:;ai11st tlze Palish people. Comrade fV Jaru:;;dslit has satJ tlzat hts couutr)' 
is 01: the ·otrge of cul!apu: in j~ut the economv is ,;nAin~·, .1.Hial order !tdS-­
been disrupted, the people's life is hard: this disasta ha· i•101 crcattd bv tin 
reactionaries. If they succeed in fomenting a general strike and uprising lo 

· seiZf' power, Poland, as the Afililary Council for National Salvation hos 
poin/fd out, would ht' faced with a civil war followed by a coup d'etat leading 
to the overthrow of the: people's republic and the loss of natfonal so!'.creigntv 
Their attempt, if suc,cessful, would 11ot ·Only cause tremendous s:1_ferings rn 
the Polish people and threaten the existence rj Poland as an indet1endent Stair, 
but JfOpardize tlze interest and security of the socialist communtty. f¥c must 
slav t/zeir hand and foil their intention .1 These are the 11rgcnt measures taken 
bv the State Council ~f Poland. To dl'al a he:i~:y blo:u at the reactionaries is 
!he correct path to get Poland over the crisis. 

Tiu Vietnamese people wholeheartedly .111t>port tl:r 11ir:·1.rnro applied by 
thr Polish Government headed by Comrade TV Jwuulskt. Kemlr following 
the devdopments in Poland with great concern, we stron;;l.r condemn. the 
anti-socialist forces who are opposing the revolutionary cause of the Polish 
people. We agree that these measures are most neceJsary to save Poland 
from this dangerous situation. 

The st-ruggle of the Poli.sh people to bc~ng thetr co1111tr.v out of tile 
preu:nt predicament is still Jraught with dij}iculties and hardslztps We 
Virtrwmese people and communists will always stand at the side of the Polish 
{1)1111/lunists and are ftrmly convinced that the rei:o/utionary c.iuse of the 
Polish people will be safeguarded and Poland coill co:ittnue to march steadily 
forward. 

Excerpt from Nhan Dan's editorial 
December l). 1981 

VIETNAM COU BIER 
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Al·"fER a decade of d~tente, 
mankind entered the eight­
ies with deep anxiety as the 

\vorld situation again becomes 
highly exp]o:sive. The U.S. and 
NA TO militarists are taking up an 
adventurist course in an attempt 
to upset the existing balance of 
strength, to acquire superiority over 
tl1e Soviet Union, to encircle the 
socialist countrie~ and to repulse 
the forces of national liberation 
and socialism. This dangerous po­
litical and military policy is being 
carried out by the Reagan Admin­
istration ·which represents the 
industrial ml'itary complexes. The 
Ur,i'.ed States has g-reatly increased 
its military budget, spent huge 
sums on war prepu:ition, created 
a critic~: situation and "hot soots", 
crude!) interfered in the intern.ii 
affairs of other countric$ and wide­
) v resorted to acts of terroris rn. 
Due to the U5 reactionary str<ite­
gy, tension is mounting in Europe. 
where the 1'vo world wars started. 
This is the centre of confrontation 
bet ween two sizeable opposing 
armed forces. The arms race started 
Ly the United States and the 
NATO countries, specif!cally the 
deployment or" the new medium­
rauge missiles iu VVestern Europe 
and the U.S. decision to produce 
neutron arms - the type of arms 
the Pentagon has prepared mainly 
for European battlefields - further 
add~. to the risk of a military con­
flict which is fraught with unprr­
dictable disasters. 

However, the militarists can 
never rn:ike a correct :issessment 
of the people's reaction in various 
countries, above all the European 
countries. Demonstrations and . 
marches of hundreds of thousands 
of people have bee11 going on in 
\Vestern Europe for'over a month 
now against the an11s race and in 
support of di>armament. A wide­
s pre ad ca rn paign for peace is grow­
ing with unprecedenterl s11pport 
and strength. It is no wonder. theu, 
t\i:Jt Reagan, under the circums­
tances, put for wan! 11 four-point 
proposal. The \Vashington officials 
and the :iuthorities of some of the 
lIS allies took their cue and joined 

HANOI'S 
VIEWPOINT 

THE BANNER OF PEACE 
in singing Reagan's praises for liis 
' program for peace ". 

Hawks cannot turn into doves! 
Anyone, who is well informed can 
see clearly the US insincerity and 
the .substance of \Vashington's 
proposal. The detente process. in 
Europe and the world in the seven­
ties is the result of the Soviet 
Union's indefatigable efforts. The 
continual Soviet proposals for peace 
have all been aimed at promoting 
the detente process. However, as 

is known to every one, these reason­
able proposals have not been 
met. 

Reagan's song of peace is proved 
false. Facts show that Washing­
ton is seeking military superiority, 
instead of peace. Reagan's offer 
to stop the U.S. deployment of. 
medium-range missiles in \Vestern 
Europe in exchange for the Soviet 
removal of its missiles from the 
Wes tern side of the Urals bears 
evidence of the U.S. scheme. The 
core of the US proposal is for the 
Soviet Union to undertake a uni­
lateral disarmament while keeping 
intact the uS and NATO coun­
tries' huge arms deposit containing 
hundreds of missiles stationed on 
land and warships and hundreds of 
aircraft carrying nuclear bombs, 
all with targets set on the Soviet 
Union and its allies. 

No wonder the Soviet Union 
cannot a:ccpt such a plan ! In the 
meantime, public opinion notes the 
goodwill embodied in the Soviet 
proposals, which are positive initia­
tives on disarmament concerning 
the a1:med forces and conventional 
weapons as well ::is the strategic and 
tactical nuclear weapons. These 
proposals are fair aud acceptable 
to both sides. The Soviet good will 

also manifests itself in actual 
deeds: the Soviet Union has, con­
trary to all previous normal prac­
tices, unilaterally reduced its 
strength by twenty thousand men 
and one thousand tanks in C.::n­
tral Europe. In his recent visit to 
the Federal Republic of Germany, 
Leonid Brezhnev leit no doubt 
a bout the Soviet Union's genuine 
desire to seek an appropriate 
solution acceptable to all sides anti 
in the interests of world peace 
and security.. To facilitate the 
coming Soviet-American dialogue 
and to create a favourable atmos­
phere the Soviet Union has suggest­
ed that while the negotiation is 
going on, neither side will deploy 
i\ew medium-range nuclear arms 
or modernise those already sta­
tioned here. 

If the other side agrees to the 
suggestion, the Soviet Union may 
unilaterally withdraw some of its 
medium-range nuclear arms from 
its European territory, President 
Brezhnev stressed: "In general, 
the Soviet Union's aim is to turn 
Europe, eventually, into a non­
nuclear zone - regarding both 
medium-range and tactical nucleiir 
arms. This may serve as a rtc11 
·zero solution· whi:h is fair t<· ,J:1 

sides". 

For more than 60 years, the 
Soviet Union has been making 
tireless efforts in the interests of 
peace. History will testify to the 
correctness of the Soviet peace 
program for tbc. safeguarding of 
peace and security in the world, 
above all in Europe 

Shan Dan editorial 
November 26, 19Sr. 
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To wards the Vth Congress of the. Communist Party ot Vietnam 

THE FOUR PREVIOUS 

NATIONAL CONGRESSES 

OF THE COMl\1UNIST 

PARTY OF VIETNAM 

HE First Congress: held 
from 27 to 31 March 1935 
in ~Llcao, attended by 15 
delc'.gates including 12 of-

ficial ones. At this congress, the 
Partv was able to unify its or­
ganizations to lead the revoiu­
tionary movement, after a period 
of being fiercely oppressed bv the 
enemy.· The congr.ess set Jorth 
immediate tasks for the entire 
party, i.e. to consolidate and 
increase the party; to mobilize and 
rally the masses in the struggle to 
oppose the imperialist war. The 
congress elected a central commit­
tee to lead organizations through­
out the peninsula. (The Party was 
then caJJed the Indochine~e Com­
muubt l',uty). 

- The Second National Congress: 
held from 14 to 1q February 1951 
in Vinh Quang commune, Chiem 
Hoa district, Tuven Quang provin­
ce (now Ha Tuyen province). At 
tendin2" the con2"res~ were i9I 
delega\'es includi.T.g 153 official 
delegates, representing 7+'.).ooo 
party member~ from the In­
dochinese countries. The congress 
decided that the P<ll"t y \Yould 
work legallv with a new name: 
The Vietr1arr1 \Vorkers' Pcirtv. re­
volutionary p:irties would be or­
ganized for Laos and Karnpar:1ea 
separately. (:\fter tht A.ugust Re\·­
ol11tion, our party had tempora­
rih' gone undergroun-1 be~~ause 
of the countrv's complicated 
political situatiori). The lines put 
forth by the congress constituted 
the basis for uniting the entire 
party awl people in our resistance 
war against the French colonia­
lists and the lTS interventionists 
and Jeri to the great victory at 
Dien Bien Phu, rcs'.ciring peace to 
Indochina and romplctely liberat­
ing North Vict11.1m. The cong;·ess 
elected a 29-member central com­
mittee with Ho Chi Minh as its 
president and re-elected Truong 
Chinh as its general secretary. 
The Political Bureau comprised 7 

10 

full members anJ OHe ::dtermi'.e 
member. 

- The Thi rd "Ya!ional Coru;rcss: 
held from 5 to 10 Septembel- 1960 
in Hanoi. 576 delegates including 
252 official ones attended. The 
cvngress adopted orie11tation and 
tasks both for the revolutionary 
movement in the North and iu 
the Sou:h, and for the 
first five-year plan (1961 - 1965). 
A c_entral committee comprisiug 
47 lull and )1 altE'rnate mrmbers 
\vas elected. It re-elected Ho Chi 
Minh its its president a11d electe I 
Le Duan :.1s i:c; iirst secrd:uy. A 
1 )-member pu!1_tical bnre1:u (in 
\d1ich ll were t u:J mcmbtrs) was 
e!ccicd. as v:~1~ a ~evc~1-t11c1nber 
secretariat. Thanks to the correct 
lines of the congress and the 
ciearsighted leadership ot the: 
Party's Central Committee, our 
people won great Yictnrv in lr:c: 
struggle against the us· imperi [­
lists for national sah·ation and i<l 
the cause of socialist construction 
in the North. 

- Tlze Fourth National Congrrss: 
opened in Hanoi from Li- to 20 
December i97b. 1,000 de leg a tcs 
representing 1,500,000 party mem­
bers ill the country attenderl tl;ie 
congress. The co~1gress pas,ed a 
resol11tinn to change the name of 
thf' Party from "The Victn:nn 
\Vorkers' Party lo" The Commun· 
ist Party of Vietnam". It worked 
out a general line for the socialht 
revolution and for tbe building of 
a socialist economv in the new 
period. It adnptcd" the orientation 
and tasks of the second Jive -year 
plan (1976-1980), and elected: · 

·- :.1 central committee of 1,13 
mcinbers ir1cludillg .F a;ternal<.:: 
ones, with Le Duar1 a-, its general 
secretary; 

- a _political bureau consisting 
of 14 lull and 3 altern11te members, 
and a nine-member secretariat. 

( 2 f{ r: first C-mf Prence of the 
LJ Ca111111111:i:,t Partv of rirtn11m 

'.NS /ze/J o;zFcZnuan· y, JIJ)I 

f11 Ko:uf·101:. !!on<; 1/m/a · i!ze 
choirmu'!.,:.,;'JJ (~·onn ._\~.~'liVt'1l -'Ji 
(}u()c ,··c(1'Cdflfi11g th-: ('rnnint1-r11. !Iv 
ils !rf,\·toric iJ?I/:I -:tdfrJns, it ltas t/i~e 
sf.~' ·anc-c o_/ a .folin. .. Jfti~r 1.·o.'1g1 css. 

The fin! conference of t!if Party 
(~,,11trrif <:omm!tteP, a/.»o ch,1ired by 
J\''.;111·0;. it Uuo.-, z.:·as !zdd in October 
J()]O in 11011-~' K 1mr•. It discussed and 
t.'d1Jptcd LIU', i'f_;lilf~·rJ/ 'J'ltesis on the 
J)uno.-rnifc" !Jn/ii (,\'utiona! Pro­
p/e's D?!W!C."a. 

hv Trim l'h1. J c!10 0Jo1>ttd rz resu­
!i1!io11 011 t/;,: :i.''t1Jlio11 iii l11doclzina 
and t/1( ur.i1cnl /,,J. .• hs 1•( ti::' [Jartv. and 
dt'ciJcd t:J·' tht.'11,~'C th,/ f>ttrf_y'., nCnne to 
t/ze !11}orhi11tst Cnmn;:1 11ist f'ort1·. 
'/'!1l· <':~nJ(t:'.t'llCi) r/ec/t-'f tlze./:t!I L'cntrGI 
C01nm 1itn and appointed '!'ran Phu ar 
Ge;1ero! S:aua1y of the Partv. it 
a/.<o dcctilul to c01nrne a Party Con­
,fress. 

The Pc'rio:.1 !iwt (o!lo:;,;ed saw the 
most bloody ,.,,pre,,:i,.,n rf the Indo­
c!tinrs'c rt.-·o! uf i<lll /."f' ! :,'L !'rcnch il'l­

f1crial :"sts. "~1tl.'l\' i1.'•";·~'l 1 1''"S or //z;,' l)urtv 
(_'-:ntral Cu111:.'1i'!rcc ~cne a~restcd an'd 
a !urge n:lmh~r n_j f 1,;r:'y gra.f:JTO(i/5 
~~·tre h:·i, .''. {,' ff( r~((', t11t t·-:-t~jected 
i_Jurty t··;'i~;l": .1 ·, ;uJ/jJDftt'li lo un 
uns ptci/ied date. 

111 I93:f 1i1e Ouersc,zs Leading Com­
mittee r·; t/1c .!'.uty «Jas Jet up with 
the ft;,s!~ (J_/ itil1j~\·tnx the 'Variuus Partv 
ur,LTJfl!sc:!i1)fl,»' tnsiJe the ·cozu:trv, re~:­
to/lrzg the or[! L1?fS(iJfons de,dr0yt'd by 
t/ze cnc.1ay and b11il·li;z,~-,- nc;,.o uncs, as 
:uel ! as i 1 ,; ifl i11i: :· idu'., a:zJ pre paring 
Jor t.':e P,u/y ( ',JiZA'I e5i. 

Jn Ul' !v '9.3.'i :u· :ccre a/ipoi•1ted 
bv tlze Pur/1• C1.11rnlil'n (or Central 
Vietnai/l (1!z:11 Ci!!lul .:liuiain bv the 
Frmcli) liJ attrnd i/,e fir.it 11aiion1il 
congrt'~s t:/ !la' l)art)'. (Jur deltgu!ioll 
i11cludrd !.'omr11de C!toc F:c (burn Vo 
Nf{ztyrn J[L:11) and 1;z,,.1;/f as (ull 
de!e~Ta/t ~ .. ,and !-:.co a/!tr1!ute- dcle:/ates 
011f 'uJ thrnz su; ing as f;!iide Jo~, the 
delcr;uiio11. 

. fV,;,.1/ad',~.'1'.1!)~'·cm P!w Dten, 1zow 
tll J\ ::,•In' 11JZ1t /J_,~,J~;i,·tt.:(, and zl,e;zt 
;('('sf ·:'.'Ii rel to I l:e bor,/,.,. 'UJii Ii Laos 
;o/zae "'e crosscJ into Thahhet, 1/ien 
J'aic!ztnbo:m. Truz·,:! fii1g furl her 
across f,c•1s .~. enLcrcJ Flwi/and at 
f~1;1alr1uthcn_. the1; 

11 
nL1de j"or LF<jorn. 

1 ;11; trip _from l 1uc,,;i//1t11 to Udorn 
took tut davs duriu u ;1J/iiclz we dis­
guised ourselves as "Thai coolies to 
.1idc1rack nze1uy spies. From Udorrz we 
rode a bus t 0 K:;; ,i/ in t!ie guise of 

vrnr:"iAM counrnR 



T awards the Vth Congress of the Communist Party of Vietnam 

REMINISCENCES 

ON THE Fl RST PARTY CONGRESS 

Chinese tourists. This trip !oak 
a11ot/zer day. It took us another d1.1y 
and night to go by train from Koral 
to Bant!_hoh. Eetwren Bangkr1h and 
Hong A•Jng were five d.Hs uf sailing 
abo,znl a steamer. 

Before we baardtd the stea111a for 
Ilo11r; J\.ong, the Party organisation 
in 'fhafi,rnd fwd loo!u·d after ct•ery­
ihfrl;; cu< 11:ight need on our trip: pass­
por(1· and z.·fsas,fares, clothes/or dis­
guise, and bc.-n!wotes of both T!1aila11d 
and the KuominLang rc.::imc tn China. 
Each member of our de!e,1;ation uas 
provtdrd with t;uo sui:s and some FjO 

Bahl (Thai currency,. 

ft' e ar riued in I lung Kong In the 
/11tter !:al( of Mardi I935. Hong 
Kong is a British concession and the 
prcpurafnry r·n11ir?fltre had (' 1;o.<en It 
O'\ the ;·. :iu: / ,,,. t/1c (.·,'ll!./ftSs l 1cc,ntsr 
of its /r:r,~rc cuz.:l (0.0:1nt-o/it:zn popula­
tion which zcouid a!/o:u us to dis­
simulate our identity without much 
dtfjicul!y. 

Ai tize ren.Jc:<;.;fJllS we saw that 
many other dtie{!!llions had arrived 
btjiJ.re us. Thq delegation from North 
Vietnam s.1zmt!d have cumviscd thue 
members ;clzom I lmc~u only by their 
aliases: Comrade ;Vong, Comrade 
Ho,wg and another who rnuld not 
ut 1end due to illnESJ. The delegation 
rf South Vietnam (then kno~un as 
Cochinchina) also had tlzree members. 
The Lac delrg11tion had only one 
delegate whn was a,Jrfresscd as· Com­
rade Xo. The Overseas Leading 
Committee nf' the Party comprised 
comrades fh Huv Tap, Phung Chi 
Kien and another" whose name I did 
not know. (I) 

All prcparattu11s for the co11gress 
having bf'ell finislud, we ::.;rre unly 
walfillf: for the arrival nf Nguyen 
Ai Quoc representing the Comintenz, 
and Le Hong Phon1;, in charge of 
the Overseas Lrading Committee of· 
the Party. 

But as everything was moving 
toward the opening of tht congress, 

an unhappy inc·ident occurred: H.C., 
the intendant of the congress, hai;ing 
committed a wrong-doing and fearing 
disciplinary action, took flight. 

Deciding to tahe no chances, t),e 
Overseas Leading Committee of thf 
Party moved tlic congress site else­
~uhere. The delegations broke up into 
sm:.:!l l{roups and, disguised as gam­
h!ers, -mo·ced to il1acao, a Portuguese 
concession, about two hours from 
Hong Kong bv steam boat. 

~Ve mo~'ed to a plush two-store.ved 
hotel in lv!Jcau. The ground floor 
w:.zs a fruit stand. In }rant of the 
hot el· was a I argc courtyard serving 
as both a play ar,d exhibition grounri. 

The congress w:.zs held on the seco:id 
(/uor i•1 l~cJ roomr o( uhout "iQ s,;u .. irr 
·,!l~-lr::s canrh't:!tJ b_v p:issagi..s. 

The co11greH opened /;CJ days after 
we 1110-c,ed to Af.1can because time :v .. 1s 
to1J pressing to wait for col?'rades 
Nguyen !li Quoc and Le Hong Phong 
any !011gn. 

Regulations on secrecy were strictly 
obser·ved throughout the co11r;ress­
sitti11g. No one was allowed to' leave 
their wor!ltng and bed room. Speeches 
and discussirms had to be made in low 
voices so as not to arouse suspicion. 
Everyone had to eat, slcrp and was/z 
at prescribed places, all rommunica­
tioni with the outside am/ all purchases 
had to be made through designated 
persnns ... 

The deleg,zte.1 were srrveJ !:co 
meals a day which consisted of rice 
and a kind of thin soup made of 
vegetables and a liltle fish. Meat was 
served onlv at the dinner to celebrate 
the success of the congress. As for 
sleeping, two or three delegates slept 
in a bed. Some st!nply lay on the 
ffoor. 

But the harsh liutng conditions did 
1101 drter the delegates jrom joining 
ir1 lively debates and working very 
diltgmt!y to keep to sc!zedufe, 

As was fut er recorded in the Party's 
history. tlze first congress was held 
from Afarch 27 to JI, I9J5- This 
included t/zree days of meeting and 
another dav devoted to rest and 
celebration., After the congress rhe 
de!egate_s attended a short politiw! 
course jornssin r; on the situaLion and 
immediate tasks of !he Party. This 
course lasted (hree days, if I rememhrr 
well. 

There were in all 15 full and alter­
nate delegates representing rom11111-
nists in all the three co1tntrirs of 
Indochina. The congr~ss heard t/ze 
political report of the Overseas f,md­
ing Committee of the Party and the 
reports of the delega'tes from the rt'­

giona! Party committees. Tlze um­
l{ress documents had been preparrd 
i11zd mime a ~1 n1 phrd hrfnrehonr/. flu 
Jocumtn!.1 o( the conp,-rrss laid do-:1-:n 
thrru r'.1.101/icJL' ,znrf i•111wrliute to</;s o( 
the P1irtr. 11<1111cl" to c011.1oltdate arid 
expand tlzc Part_\. or :;1misafi1m. wi1z 
07 er In the !'arfy more lll!l.'S support, 
Io op pr;Sf' t hr illl per fa Ii 1/ :un .md .111 p­
p or/ tlze Soi-tr! l c' nfon .. ·1 zJJirll' range 
of questions Zt"a.1 brought up fnr dis· 
cusston at the congress. especially ilze 
fnunding Df the Anti-lmperia/i,;t Front. 
Some ar1;ucd agai11st such a fro11t. 
contending that it zcas not 11ecessury 
sincr we a!readv hod the Aswn'alion 
of 1¥orkers, th/ Assaria/ion of Pe.as­
(111/S and other mass organisations. 
But the majoritv de:l zrns that r<' ,, 
though we· haa founded mch n:. 
organisations, r.11 anti -im pe, ;,; 1: st 
frunl was indispensable .1ince u1,i1· 
such as broad!v based organisation 
could rally art p2triottc '_lorce.1 in 
Indochina to rffectiuly organise a 
·revn/ution against t/ze French rolon­
iulists and their agrnts. Tlze debates 
were at times i:ery heated but in the 
end the congress unanimousl_v adopltd 
a resolutio.11 on the foundin:; or tlze 
Al!li·I111pci·ia/ist Froni.. · · 

The congress adopted the po/ii teal 
rrso!rttion on the situation and imme­
diate tusks or the Partv, 1 he resofulion 
011 the mobi.'isation of ;corkers, peas­
ants, vouth a11d women, the resolution 
on the propaganda among the peoples 
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i awards the Vth Congress of the 
------·---------

REMl-NfSCENCES 
ON THE SECOND PARTY CONGRESS 

THE Second Congress of the 
Communist Pany of Viet­
nam was held in February 

19'j1 in a jungle area in Vinh 
Quang (n0w Kim Binh) commune, 
Chiem Hoa di~trict, Tuyen Quang 
(Ha Tu yen) province. 

The building of the facilit:es at 
the congress site and also security 
work was entrusted by the Ce:i­
tral Committee to Le Tat Dae (ex­
Minister of the Interior, now 
retired) who was also a member 
of the preparatory committee. I 
was assigned the construction of 
the congress site by Uncle Ho and 
Comrade Pham Van Dong. 

* 

The assignment came to me ra­
ther unexpectedly but riot as a 
complete surprise. In April 1948, 
in his letter to the lst national 
congress of architects held in Than 
Son, Vinh Yen province (now Vinh 
Phu), President Ho Chi Minh had 

Of ethnic minor flies and the· zt:orh of 
the anti - imperialtst front, vrt the 
agttatil7n propaganda . among enemy 
troops. on the self-defence organisa­
tion, on the Red Relief Orgrmisat1011, 
etc. The congress also p:iss1d a ,,fani­
festo anJ a Consti1utio11 rf the Part_, 
and a Statute of the ma.is organisu­
tions, as well as electing a cenlral 
committee uj the Party. 

The congr<ss adJpted messages ad­
dressed to the E.\'tcutive Committee of 
the Comintern, and letters to commu­
nist parties in the Sovtt't U nton, 
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already laid down for us archi­
tects the general li11e for construc­
tion work. He wrote: "Of the 
four questions vital to the people's 
welfare, housi11g and communi­
cation are as necessary as food and 
clothing, hence architecture is also 
a very important question. We 
must think of building right in the 
resistance a::id continue to build 
after we have wo:i." 

After discussing President Ho's 
letter and adopting a resoluU:on on 
the tasks and program of work 
of the Vietnam Association 
of Architects, the congress 
elected an executive committee of 
the association of which I was the 
first general secretary. After that 
I was made head of the Building 
Department of the Viet Bae inter­
zone (northern resistance zone 
during the anti-French resistance­
Editor). My task consisted essenti­
ally in directing con5truction work 
in the resistance zone according to 
the policy and program of the 
Party Central Committee and the 
Government then based in Viet Bae 
In May 1950, President Ho's pr:vate 

France, Thailand, India, elc. Aflcr 
the congress we retu•ned to Vietnam 
by another route, this time passinK by 
Lu11gchow in China and Cao Bang 
province in \: t :tnam. The Central 
Comm!ltee of the Party assigned to tl1e 
hPad ddegates tl!e task 1f safeguarding 
the main and .cfjicial ducumcnts of the 
conglfss. The heari of our delegation 
hid these documents in .his under­
clothes. There was no incfdtnt on our 
way home. 

It was very regrettable that com­
rades Nguyen At Quoc and Le Hong 

secretary fetched me and took me 
to the President. 

I arrived at a central office set 
up in the "security zone" - the 
headquarters of the resistance 
movement. That day President Ho 
was presiding over a cabinet 
meeting. I saw many ministers I 
had knqwn personally. As I arri­
\'ed the meeting was in recess and 
the cabinet members were having 
their dinner. President Ho dined 
at the same table as Prime- Minis­
ter Pham Van Dong. They were 
having their tea when I came in. 

The President led me to his of· 
fice and !lsked: 

"The Central Committee and I 
have decided to · entru~t you with 
building the meeting hall for· the 
Party congres3. Can you do it ? " 

"I can, Preside1it." 

He again asked: 

" \Vhat do you thiuk is most 
important in this work?" 

After a moment's reflection, I 
Vc:'ntured: 

Phong could not attend the congress. 
Furthermore, the conguss was held 
bEfure the 7th cungress of the Comin 
tern and therefore fuilcd to see either 
the dan:;er of fascism and wo~ld war, 
or the possib.ilitits of rallying the 
masses into a vigorous moiement 
11guinit fascism and war. for prace, 
freedom arid a better l!fe.1\'evertheless, 
the congress had the merit rj strength­
ening the confidence o_f Party mem­
bers and the entire people in the 
Party, restoring the organisational 
unity qf the Party and putting the 
revolutionary movement in thr three 
1 ndochinese countries under the unified 
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•·President, as I see it, to ensure 
secrecy is the most important 
thing." 

The Pre sident nodded: 

"Right. You must see to it that 
the congress site can be seen nei­
ther from the air, the ground nor 
from a1:y side." 

Thus the president outlined the 
essenti~ls of my future work. 

The President then asked Coin­
rade Pham Van Dong to give me 
concrete instructions. I was told 
the number of delegateii in the 
country and from fraternal parties 
to attend our congress, so that I 
could reckon the necessary housing 
space. The Prime Minister gave me 
very detailed instructions and s tres­
sed: "We must see that the dele­
gates meet and live as comfortably 
as possible." 

To build the congress site as 
r<"quested by the President and the 
Central Committee I went to Chiem 
H0a for a first hand assessment of 
the potential site. This was a large 
an::l dense forest area which was 
however dotted by some clearings. 
To ensure secrecy of the site these 
clearings had· to be shielded from 
view. On the other hand, too thlck 
a foliage would make the air too 
stifling for the delegates. 

Construction of the congress site 
started in July 1950. First, we sent 
a team to recruit manpower from 
among the population in the sur-

leadership of the Central Committee, 
as well as prepartng the necessary 
condittons for advance in the future. 

An account by Ba Doc, 
recorded by The Tap. 

x. According to an account by 
another delegate to the congress 
the following persons attended the 
First Party Congress: 

rounding village~. \Ve made it a 
point that every· job from felling 
the trees to sawing and transport­
ing logs, bamboo and leaves was 
done according to a strict time 
schedule in order to get the 
highest work efficiency and save 
materials. No tree was felled 
unless needed. 

Then we scoured the area and 
recruited a dozen or so skilled 
carpenters together with some of 
the women most experienced in 
making plaited bamboo walls. 

In designing the lodgings and 
congress hall we agreed among 
oursel :es that they must suit the 
weathtr conditions of the highlands 
while at the same time retai11ing 
the grace of the houses in the 
plain. 

There was no major problem as 
far as the building space was con­

.cerned. But we had to choose a place 
sp~cious enough for the meeting 
hall which aim had to lie at a 
convenient distance for the delega­
tes To shield the place from 
aircraft we retained all the big 
trees to serve as pillars for the 
meeting hall. The roof was cover­
ed by a kind of large-~eafed creep­
er kept in place by rattan stems 
which thus provided a complete 
cover on all sides of the hall. 
Inside the meeting hall, apart from· 
the podium of the presidium and 
the seats of the delegates we also 
designed a balcony for the unof­
ficial delegates and the press. 

- Ha Huy Tap, alias Nho', re­
presenting the Overseas Leading 
Committee; 

- Ngo Tuan, alias Ba Doc, and 
Vo Nguyen Hien, alias Chae Ke, 
delegates from Central Vietnam; 

- Vo Van Ngoc, alias Xu, and 
Nguyen Chanh Nhi, alias Ba Tay, 
delegates from South Vietnam; 

- Nguyen Van Xo, alias Lao, 
delegate from Laos; 

the windows v.rero hung with 
gauze in lieu of gla.ss. 

The delegates lodgings could 
accommodate each ro-12 persons. 
In the centre of the room was a 
set of bamboo furniture and a 
stove ·patterned on the style of 
the highlanders for the tea 
service and heating. 

The congress :;ite also included 
many other houses: one' for Presi-. 
dent- Ho an<f others for the Politi­
cal Bureau. A row of others was 
reserved for the foreign delegates. 
There was also a memorial house 
in honour of the comrades who had 
dven their lives for the Party and 
;he country, an exhibition room 
for revolutionary pictures and 
literature, a dining room for the 
delegateil and another for the ser_­
vice personnel and the guard umt 
There was also a house reserved 
for the press: journalists, photo­
graphers, cameramen ... , living quar­
ters for the service personnel and 
the guard uni!, es well as an in­
firn~~ry and vvarehouses. 

All was perfectly covered by 
the thick canopy of the forest, 
even at night when the whole site 
was lit' by electricity. 

The alleys in the congress site 
were so designed as to perserve 
the natural grace and ~ictures­
queness of the forest. rihe covered 
alleys were well camouflaged by 

(Continued on page JI) 

- Ngo Van Anh, also known as 
"Whitehaired" Tang; 

Hom 

Sin 

A woman delegate, Luong (alias 
Mai), of the North Vietnam dele­
gation, could not attend due to· 
illness. The other two delegates 
from North Vietnam-Hoang Dinh 
Rong and Bui Bao Van - reached 
Hong Kong after the congress had 
broken up. 
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FOUNDING 

OF THE VIETNAMESE 
UNIFIED SANGHA 

-----~-~-------

O
N i\oYembcr +th, 1981, a na­

tional conference \Vas held 
in Quan S11 p"1gorJa, Hanoi, 

to form the Viet1wmest' l.:11ified 
Sangha. 160 bonzcs and deler.;ates 
of numerous sects and Bud,Jhiq 
schools from all m·n \'ietnam 
attended. ,\;nong them th:<: se,·ts of 
thr four ~reat \'ietrnm'.·se H11dJltist 
~cl!ool$ \\·ere rcp;·e,;eD.ted the 
'.\ orth, the South, the Mendicant 
bonzes and the Khmer Sangha. 
Two-thirds of the bonzes and dele­
g:1tes came from the southern 
provinces. 

The YenerJble Thich Tri Thu' 
who took the chair at the confer­
ence, stressed that this was the 
first time in the bi-millenary his­
tory of Vietnamcsr Hw.!dhisrn that 
such a congress, gathcrin.g repre­
sentatives of all the schools and 
sects of· the whole country, had 
bern held, (Buddhism was intro­
duced into Vietnam in the 2nd 
century A.D.). In his report, the 
Venerable Thich ;\Iinh Chau, direc­
tor of the Buddhi~t Studies Insti­
tute in Ho Chi Minh City, recalled 
the various attempts which had 
been rn2de for <,ome fifty years to 
unif\· the Bll'.:ldhist community. 
Until now these t:ff o rts had L1 i led 
because of the crucial (act that the 
coll.n'.ry, ens]a\ ed bv foreigr. dumi­
nation, was nrJt in ibdt' u1iified • 
and, furthermore, imperialism had 
sowed discorcJ \Nithin the commu­
nity. using ccrtair: ie;Hkrs l<1 tr\' 
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and lure the Buddhist commu11ity 
into anti-nationalism. :-.iumerous 
delegates stres~ed the tradition uf 
the Buddhist communities which 
always participated actively in the 
defence of national independence 
anJ the building of Vidn:imese 
culture. Fror:1 the 10th to the 15th 
ct"nturv, lluddhi~m wa,; the State 
re1i~;inn, s:nd C\"C'll if since then, it 
no longer ~1ad this offirial position, 
nevertheless it was still an essen­
tially national religion, in the sense 
of a harmonious integration of the 
Buddhist teachings and beliefs into 
the national culture. 

The conference unanimously 
welcomed the total liberation of 
the country on April 30th, 1975• 
~nd the north-south reunification' 
:is being fundamental historica1 

conditions for the 1niification of 
the Buddhist community, The 
program of building socialism 
conforms fully t.) the aspirations 
of the believers, and the charter 
worked out by the conference 
after four days included three main 
slugaw,: 

"S.ifeguarcl the teachi;;gs of 

Burlrlha" 

·· ~aleguard n:1tional independen­
ce and identity" 

"Build a;ocialism" 

The conference also 
out a plan of action and 

worked 
elected: · 

- .:\ Superior Doctrinal Council 
(chmzg minh) headed by the Vene­
rable Thich Due Nhu:rn. 

-~-\Central "\dministrallve Coun-
cil hcH1ed by the Ycncrnble 
Thich Tri Thu. 

The pLrn of action con-:prises six 
points: 

- ~\ :1t ion al unity, unit v bet v·;cen 
the believers of different sects and 
srhoob. 

Promotion 0f an authrntic 
lluddhism. 

- Training of bonzco: :ind bonzcs­
ses, education of belic\-ers, 

- :\cti\T particip:1tion In the 
defer.cc of the ccuntry and build­
ing soci:ilism. 

·- \Yurking to fin:inre the activi­
ties uf t ;1.e t_; nlfit'-l Sa 11~~1·"1 

- Develop fraternal relations 
with the Buddhists of other coun­
tries, with the aim ot safeguarding . 
peace. 

The founding of the Unified 
Sangha docs not prevent different 
sects and scl1D·1L; from continuing 
to follow tlt:'ir o\v11 teachings and 
liturgies This rlhersitY is inherent 
to the Guddhi>t commu;11ty, as 
wrll as the patriutic tradition. In 
the frame of the reunified and 
indepe11den t V ict narnese nation the 
BurJdhist community. freed from 
nllmeruu' obstacles, \\"ill ccrt~inly 
make new devdopments. 

The conference launched an 
appeal for the defence uf peace, 
particularly in Southeast A'ia, 
against the bellicose actiom of 
American imperialism and the 
Beijing lenders. 
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I N late Sl:<nrner 19.)S, one yeir 
a; tcr })L'; 1 }Hen 1)h u, a 

~roup of rnin:.: re ~;C'~irchcr·=) 1cft 
Hanni to :~o up the Red Hi\·r_·r 
towards the Chinc,c: l;onkr. It 
was led by for;ncr '.\f ajor 
Nguyen Van La~1o; in cornm:rnd 
of the Da N:1 ng-Tlo:i. v~rng fnwt 
at tl1,: enemy'::, L·:ir, durin<?; the· 

re·:-.. is.J.~t ll(': · \ \ :1 r 

before rcgrrnq:,n ;;t l<J th:_ \'"r'.h 
in accon:iancc \Yith the 19s+ 
GenC\·:1 AE1;rccmL;1:s. Tlic grnup 
was co:nposcd ut r,;.~ny ckmobi­
lizcd milit«ry cs.drcs untrainecl 
for the job. It also included 13 
Soviet experts corning to help 
th•:: Vietnamese people rclmild 
their war-torn country with the 
mission of carrying out rc:ccarch 
and <L_·~:j~~·1~ i11 ~:~ ... ~-.tu~ ])~;•_)1:::· 

apatite, mine near Lao C'.li lo1\·n 
and rapidly training Vie~n:1rncse 
technical cadres ar;d sp::ciJ lized 
workers toco-opcratc 'Nith them 
and to carry on their \\·ork in 
the luturc. ~\. fricn<lship soon 

. den:'lopcd :imong !hcsc comra­
des-in-arms. 

v\'hen the research group 
reached Bach Hae, So kilometres 
from Hanoi, a vio!cn t t yph~on 

broke. The: great bridge span­
ing th::: Lo River linking Bach 
Hae !O v'"i:::t Tri had been wreck­
ed duriug the \'\JL As to the 
frrry, it could not function 
during the s.OLlL ln fact g-roup­
leader Nguyen Van Lan;.;· l:ould 
use his mis:cion or~>:r to ckmand 
a crossing Lmt he \\ .Js n·-:p011si­
bk ltlr the- s:t'd'; Ol. tlie L·ic-11dlv 
expnls and his p:iri~. The 
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Soviet friends tried to persuade 
him: "\\rha t? Did vou hide 

yourself iu your trench at the 
front during a storm? Lets' go, 
we are not af;:1id of storm. 
Should our car he. bogged clown 
we arc rt':ll:y to•pu:-:h iL "IIow­
('\'cr, :'.'Jguyen Van Lmg repl­
ied: "\\'c·ll now we are not at 
the fronL Our kaders did speak 
about a front of production but 
I understand it as a rhetorical 
word. It is my belief that you 
will help me carry out my com­
mand. Let us return to Hanoi." 
On thdr \\'ay back the g:·oup 
soon rt'alized the correctness oi 
this ckcision as they saw trees 
Ldling D 11 around and a lot of 
houses unroofrd. Later on, the 
Soy id friends unJerstooll 
Nguyen Van Lang better he 
was firm but attentive to others' 
ad\·ice and eager to learn, sin­
cerely co-operating with his 
friends in the spirit of interna­
tionalism. 

Once the storm ended the 
group sef off again. The car 
reached Yen Bai, now chief 
town of Hoang Lien Son prov­
ince. After the war petrol ~was 
scarce and the friendly expens 
continued on horseback while 
the VietnamEse cadres· had to 
foot it. At that time the North­
\Vestern border arci1 was rife 
with bandits aud commandos 
left by the French. An infantry 
battalion of the People's .\rrny 
opened the:: way, followed b~- a 

host of porters c;1rrying sup­
plies and equipml'nt. The con-

vov trod on the rail track along 
the Hcd H.ivcr cut off during 
the war of rcsi:;tancc and no\v 
invaclcd by reeds. They reached 
Lao Cai town alter ten Jays, 
then crossed the Red Rh-er and 
followed a pith up to Cam 
Duong, a \·ilLlgc of Tay high­
L1mlcrs, <lftcr another day. 

\lore tlwn tLirty years ago, 
the loc:il people \\·bile burning 
the forest to make clear­
ings cliscon:red a \·cry hard 
hrown stone \vhich gave a blue 
flicker w lien baked - ghost stone 
as lh'.y called. Informed by 
the vjllage authorities, the' co­

lonialist;:; took a sample ot the 
stone for analysis. Only ten 
ve~11·s at.tcr did \he French carry 
~utan investigation and a small­
scale exploitation. lt was not 

until 193~ th:1t Cam Duong 
mine olfici:.tlly wEnt into opna­
tion. Late in 19+0 the Japanese 
fascists who occupied Indochi­
na seized the mine and used 
the ap:llite to extract phosphoric 
acid for making explosives, 

until they \Vere deleatcd in the 
Second \Vorld \Var. 

I rnmediattl y after the war oi 
rcsist~1nce against the French 
ended, a Japanese company 
offered the V ietnanicsc Govern­
ment a tender for the Lao Cai 
apatite rniuc with fa\·ourable 
conditions for Victn:un. What 
\vould the precious ore be used 
for? \Vould i: be ,1gain used to 
;;crve the \\ar ind~:stry? Mean­
while the <lpatite Lnuld be irsed 

15 



r--·· 
to make supcrphosphate, ther-

, mophosphate and many other 
fertilisers urgcnll y needed to 
develop agriculture. So the Viet­
namese Government decided to 
keep the Lao Cai apatite for 
home use, for iwaccful use, 
even !hough \rietnam did not 
han the know-how to exploit 
it. Then the Soviet Union came 
to extend the nccessarv mater­
ial and technical aid. 

The rcsea1d1 H'\·ealed that 
apatite byers in Lao Cai ran 
from the bordn with China 
into Vietnam over 5okm in 
length, 10 km in width and tens 
of metres in depth for first­
grade ore and hundreds or me­
tres in depth for second, third 
and fourth-gr~1dc ore. This im­
mense basin of c:.1lcium fluo­
phosphate, which could not be 
compared \Vith Morocco's Khou­
ribga \Vas, nevertheless, rated 
by :xperts as among the first 
in Southca~.t .\si:1. 

Since l:itc 1955, parallel with 
research work. prociuctio11 at 
thc,Carn Duong mine ,,·~1s res­
tarted by hand, ~111cl by 1958 
with mcchcmizcd cqu.ipment it 
had already reached 200,000 

tons - equinlcn t to the total 
production undtT both French 
and Japanese rules. In 1063 with 
a 90 X mechanizul production 
line it achie\·ecl a record of 
929,000 tons. Between 1956 and 
1965, about 5 million tons of ore 
were extracted a part of \;1,·hich 
went into the making of fertili­
ser in the Lam Thao superphos-

.phate plant also built with 
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Soviet help, and another part 
into export to socialist countries. 

In those prosperous years, 
the Cam Duong mine enrolled 
up to S,ooo workers both for 
exploiting ore and for building 
new works. A big iron bridge 
(Lang Giang bridge) across the 
Red River, 12k,m south of Lao 
Cai town, served to carry the 
ore together with another rail 
track linking the mine to the 
Lao Cai - Hanoi railway line .. 
On well-cut stopes, sturdy mi­
ners used pneumatic hammers 
and drills to hew the ore layers 
while huge excavators scooped 
the ore and poured· it into tip­
up trucks which carried it to 
grinding plants. They did not 
use pickaxes and chisels to 
extract the ore nor baskets to 
carry .it to collecting points as 
their fathers had done under 
imperialist rule. Howt ver, t.hey 
did recover the 6ocm-rail tracks 
with their vans which had been 
the pride of colonial technique 
although they were but toys 
beside mcdcrn equipment. The 
question was to use every avail­
able means to obtain maximum 
production. 

The lJ.S. air and naval war 
of destruction against )forth 
Vietnam launched in 1965 dealt 
a heavy blow to the Carn 
D,uong mine though this enter­
prise lay in a corridor out of 
bounds for the U.S. air force. 
lJ.S. bombs unceasingly fell on 
Yen Bai, a strategic communi­
cation centre more than 10okm 
from China's border as the crow 
flies. The trains carrying the 
apatite to the Lam Thao super­
phosphate plant did not run as 

easily as before and the plan 
itself which was heavily 
attacked had to rt'd uce its pro­
duction. The trains carrying the 
apatite to Hai plio1'g mt't with 
more difficulties until thC' port 
itself was li!ockackd and dt·srrt­
ecl by ships of many countri::s. 
This compelled the Cun Duong 
mine to decrease its production 
and move half or its ('adres and 
specialized workers to the coal­
mining area 

After the United States signed 
the 197 3 Paris Agreement taking 
to withdraw her troops and end 
her war acts against Vit>tnam, 
Cam Duong buckled under to 
recover and develop its prod uc­

tion. Workers transferred to 
the collieries wen· recalled. 
In impkmentation of the 
agreements reached, the Soviet 
side supplied more d ri \ls, cxc:.:1-
vators, grinders and conveyance 
equipment. \Vith the liberation 
of South Vietnam, Lao Cai apa­
tite went into the development 
of argriculture in the J\1ekong 
Delta. Reunified Vietnam re­
quired 1.5 million tons of apatite 
and the target of 2r million ton~ 
of fooi:l set by the Fourth Con­
gress of the Communist Party of 
Vietnam to. 19So was based for 
an important part on the produc­
tion of apatite fertiliser. To 
help Vietnam achieve her phn 
many Soviet experts were sent 
to Cam Duong to design, with 
Vietnamese experts, an ore­
processing plant for 1.5 million 
tons each year. The groundwork 
of the plant was done but the 
Chinese aggressors made liavoc 
in the Lao Cai apatite area and 
in the development program 
for this area as well. 
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On February 17, 1979, 160,000 

Chinese troops launched five 
prongs of attack against the 
northern districts of Hoang 
Lien' Son province, not to men­
tion a host of civil carrier for­
ces intent on pillage. AfteT more 
than one week's fighting a 
detachment occupied the Cam 
Duong mine rcmoH·d many 
machines, rail cars and tr:icks to 
China, then destroyed all pro­
duction bases, from \ power· 
systt'm to workshops. Another 
gra\'c consfqur::ncc was that 
many rice-growing areas in the 
Red River and '.\frkong deltas 
were deprived of phosphate, 
one kilogramme of which could 
bring about five kilogrammes 
of paddy. By devastating the Lao 
Cai apatite area Beijing struck 
at the Vietnamese people's 
ballies. 

* * * 

After dispensing the staff's 
families and removing part of 
the self-propelled l".quipment to 
the south the self-defence forces 
of the mine operating in co­
ordinatio11 with the regular for­
ces steadfastly fought the 
Chinese aggressors at Ngoi Bo on 
the right bank of the Red River 
and checked them at 2okm from 
the border. Across the river, on 
the Lno Cai-Hanoi rail way line 
front, the enemy's main prong 
of attack was also broken at 
Pho Lu at 3okrn from the bord­
c·r after three weeks of combat. 
The third prong on National 
Highway 12 could not advance 
more than 20 kilometres. The 
self-defence forces of the mine 
then mustercJ all tht:ir strength 
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and prepared to use guerilla 
tactics at the enemy's rear when 
the aggressors withdrew. 

Thus ended the "one-month 
war" which left ghastly sequels 
for Cam Duong. The enemy had 
destroyed all workshops, water 
system, power system with the 
Lao Cai power plant-the main 
power supply of the mine, ore 
conveyance system, transport 
roads, rail tracks, bridges and 
sluices, including the Lang Giang 
bridge across the Reel Riv er. 
public amenities and workers' 
housing. Fr:om all the produc­
tion bases of the mine and Cam 
Duong town built over a quar­
ter of century there remained 
only heaps of rubble, concrete 
fragments and iron scraps ... 

Production recovery began 
immediately after the aggressors· 

., withdrew to China. By the end 
of the year production reached 
roo,ooo tons, and doubled the 
next year. This was achieved 
by tremendous eff Oris. To cite 
one instance, the pontoon bridge 
across the· Red River to carry 
the ore in place of the Lang 
Giang bridge could only be used 
in the dry se::ison and had to be 
removed with each heavy rain 
for fear of being s\vept away. 

After more than ten years of 
srparation Nguyen Van Lang 
who had directed the building 
of the mine was now appointed 
to luok after its recovery. A 
second generation of workers has 
appeared, sons' of the pioneers 
of yore for the most part, 
full of determination and energy, 
and more able surely thau their 
pr<-dc~:E:;sors ill both gennal 

knowledge -and technique for 
having been trained in the social­
ist school. They play the key 
role in this difficult recovery. 
Like their predecessors they sec 
that the land of Lenin is extend­
ing a hclpiul hand. They are 
operating brand-new exca valors, 
drills, scrapers, grinders and 
heavy-duty lorries with Soviet 
names. Together with ~oviet 
experts, the technical cadrf:s of 
the mine, including many exper­
ienced engineers after more 
than a decade of work. arc 
planning a development pro­
gramme for the mine up to the 
year 2,000. 

The exploitation of Lao Cai 
apatite is of crucial imporiance 
for the Vietnamese people, par­
ticularly in the present difficult 
stage of development. The rice 
plants hungry for phosphate in 
the Red River and Mekong del­
tas need apatite. The production 
of i.s million tons of apatite 
each year is in sight. The ques­
tion is to stay the bellicose hands 
of the Beijing expansionists and 
prevent them from devastating 
again the Lao Cai apatite area 
as they did in early 1979. 

LE DAN 

ERRATUM 

In the Viet;-iam Courier 
Nu. n -1qS1, i 11 lhe 3rd line 
of Our · Afonthlv Comment 
"... opposed a·_ so-million 
dol!::ir project to linancc a11 

'irrigation ... " ... please read 
"opposed a 5-million dollar 
projec1 to finance an irriga-

tion ... " \ 
\Ve apologise for this error. 
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FOR THE 
PRESERVATION, 
DEVELOPMENT 

PROTECTION 
RESTORATION 

OF THE CITY OF 
AND 

HUE 
APPEAL BY Mr AMADOU MAHTAR M'BOW 

UNESCO GENERAL - DI RECTOR 

Editor's note-A111adou !1! ahtar Af' Bow made this appeal 
In Hanoi on Novrmber 26th, 1981 at a meeting where, 
!Ofether with t!ie Government of the Socialist Re public or 
V!e!nam, UN ESCO launched an international campaign 
for the protrction, preserz:ation, restoration and dez:elop­
ment of Hue. 

H\;e. in the centre of Vietnam, was for a long time 
the historic::al capital of the country. Caressed by the 
waves of the Perfumed River, surrounded by wood­
ed hills, embellished by luxuriant gardens, and 
tra\·erscd by canals, the city is a masterpiece of 
urban poetry. 

Its first buila'ers wanted to set it in the sublime 
scenery which stretches from l\fount Royal Screen to 
Belvedere Hill and Tam Gia:ig and Cau Hai Lagoons. 
That was why they chose a subtle architecture in 
which each ek~~1eut is inspired bv nature. Hue is art 
joined to nature, :l'i additional beauty. 

The o1il Citv in the heart of Hue is an example of 
struc.tural b,,lance whose harmony is so natural that 
one forgets that it wns created by man On the banks 
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of the Perfumed River, to the south, the tombs of 
the kings of the Nguyen dynasty are laid out. Built 
by the most skilful workers and artisans of tLe 
country these groups arc so many original variations 
on the sa~e theme. Each tomb, in its uniquenc~s, 
is a paradigm of Januscaping. and each strikes a dif­
ferent chord in the soul of the visitor. The Gia Long 
Tomb, laid ie a vast natural park, gives an impres­
$ion of strength and serenity. The 1\-Iinh l\Iang Tomb 
is full of solemnity, while the Tu Due Tomb con­
jures up a s\veel dream. 

The symbolic organisation of its different spaces 
makes 1 lue a city of successful harmony, an arrhi­
techtural synthesis-religious, secular, ancient and 
modern-in which the old and the new cities coexist 
happily. 

In addition to being an architectural model, Hue is 
a spiritual centre and a scat of culture where Bud­
dhism amJ Confucianism have ·deeply coloured local 
traditions and given riEe to highly original religious, 
i1hilosophical and et\1ical thinki11g. 
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It is in this city whose inhabitants are all reputed to 
be bo1:n poets, that classical music and folk music 
have developed. The cradle of a great many artist5, a 
centre of theatrical creation, the ancient capital of 
Vietnam was also once a hub of lit".'rature and science. 
Medicine and astronomy come to life there and 
for a long time, the influence of her schc,Lirs has 
been felt far f1evond the walls of the city. 

But this city, which boasts a milienary history, 
and which is one of the highest expressions of Viet­
namese creativity, is today - threatened in some of its 
most characteristic elements. It is both \'Varn by time 
anJ the destruction caused by one of the most cruel 
wars in history. 

Almost ail the buildings inside the Citadel, in tlie 
Forbidden Cit\·, were burnt down by a fire in 19+7, 
and the- fighting which took place in 19(it\ de,troycd 
a number of the monuments in the southern part of 
the citv. 

In this monsoon region a perma11ent danger is pos­
ed to many buildings which have already been 
damaged by typhoons. \Vind and rain disfigure 
decorative element, rui_n colours, and undermine the 
'"'·ooden framework, while gardens and ponds are_ 
overgrown by weeds. 

Hue must be s;ned, for Vif'.tnam, a-; a symbol of 
this country's cultural identity, and for the world as 
well, as an integral part of the indivisihle legacy of 
humanity. 

The Vietnamese government has for years made 
great efforts to save the city. It has created a com­
mittee for the presef\·ation of historic;il monuments 
and has launched projects for the protection, under­
taken indispensable archival work, and has prepared• 
plans for restoration and reconstruction. 

It also intends to glve the ci.ty a radiance worthy 
of its prestigious past. Hue will not onlr become a 
vast museum testifying to past hist0ry; 11 will be 
given an opportunity to develop its cultural life to 
the full. 

These aetio11s, however, are limited and will not be 
sufficient to save Hue. The very expensive pro­
gramme is beyond the means of a country cruelly 
tried for decades, and which, at present, has to cope 
with innumerable problems of eeoriomic rehabilita­
tion. Therefore. the international community is called 
upon to _Join force> with the Vietnamese people in 
order to save the city of !Iuc for posterity. 

No. 1 - 1982 

That is why I invite, in accordance with the reso­
lution adopted_ by the 20th session of the l'.NESCO 
General Conference, the governments cf 1!\l member 
countries, international, governmental anJ non 
governmental organizations, public and privatei n'1itu­
lions, financial bodies, and the peoples of different 
countries, to take part, through voluntary coutrib11-• 
ticms of all kinds, in the protecLDn, preservation 
re>toralion and development of the city of Hue. 

I invite U::\'ESCO national committees and all 
people of good \Nill, to set up in each member 
country a national committee whose function is to 
make the publi.c aware of the problems of Hue and 
to collect necessary assistance. 

I invite all museums, art ga!leri~s and libraries to 
organise exhibitiom: and displays nn Hue-, the proceeds 
of which will go to a special fund c~tablishcd to 
finance a camp3ign for the benefit of the city. 

I invite a!l intellectuals, artl;;ts, writers, historians 
and sociologists, a:-id all those whose work is in 
information-journalists, reporters, and memLcrs of 
the press, radio, television and einenu - to motivate 
the public In all countries on the probkms of IIue, 
and to help in saving it. 

I invitf' all \'ietnamese. 'A hcrn·rr the\' are in the 
world, to contribute to the success of the Campaign 
for the Protection, and Development of Hue. 

I hope that contributidns will be proportional to the 
great ta5k undertaken : to preserve an urban environ­
ment so steeped in history, bearing the imprint of a 
profound harmony, and tQ f,afeguard the iiving trea­
sure of the soul of the city for the happines~ of 
people who live there as well as for the pleasure 0i 
those who visit it. 

* 

On 25 November 198 l at a press conference 

held in Hanoi's International Club Mr ll
0

Bow outlined the 

main points of the joint Vietnam-UNESCO plan of artion 

for the conservation and restoration of the Hue monu-

ments: to restore or reconstruct l 5 monuments in the 

Royal Palace and 2 royal tombs; with a budget of 4 

million dollars t:.S; using 700 Vietnamese craftspeople, 

1 ech nl'~ inns and ex perts with the collaboration of in te rna­

t iona I tel'hnicians and expert> and in a fixc·d period of 

tit'"' fr'!lll 191\1--19.86, 
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Gardens • zn Hue 

VISITORS to Hue cannot fail to 

be impressed by the extra­

ordinary restfulnrss of the 
city. \\iith the exception of a small 

business quarter <m the left bank 

of the Perfumed River, the whole 

old imperial capital city is bathed 

in a serene atmosphere. There is 

very little dust and noises are 

muffled. E\•en the proverbial sum­

mer heat of the central coast 

seems to relent there. Houses and 

public buildings are a\l screened 

by trees along the banks of the 

well-known Perfumed River cros­

sing the city 

Hue can be rightlr rle>crihed as 

a garden city. Even the central 

areas HI" reminiscent of the coun­

try: wh~rever one looks there are 

garden:; upon gardens. l!-Jsh, fruit­

laden all the year round. 

Climatic and soil conditions in 

Hue are favourable to plant spe­

cies from both the north and the 

south, be it the southern mangos­

teen and rambutan. or the northern 

mandarin and jujube. Moreover, 

Hue seems to be the natural water­

shed for plant life. l'\orth of it 

rnangosteen docs not bear fruit 

anJ mandarin is rarely seen south 

of it. Native fruit are well known 

throughout the country Lotus seeds 

from Tinh Tam (Serenit~·) Lake 

arc incomparable, and choice 

longans which, in the past, appear­

ed only on the Kings' ta i1le, are 

much sought after. As for grape-
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fruit, they outdo in taste and 

flavour any other variety, evtn 

the Doan Hung variety in the 

north and tl1e Bien Hoa variety 

in the south. A recent survey, 

jointly conducted in four city 

wards and suburban villages by 

he Municipal People's Committee 

and the Hue College of Agriculture, 

shows that the average area of a gar_ 

den is 1,Sro square metres of which 

73 per cent is given over to per­

ennial trees, anrl the rei>t to 

vegetables and subsidiary food 

crops. Each garden grows an 

average of ten jackfruit trees and 

eight butter-and-egg trees, in ad­

dition to banana, _iahoticaba, pine­

apple, orange, carambola, lemon, 

grapefrui1 and sapodilla. Tea is 

also grown in great quantity, but 

since the plants are small they 

take up little room. ,, 

Gardens in the city proper cover 

around four hundred hectares and 

give around 2,500 tons o[ fruit a 

year; which account for about 

half of the income from garden 

produce. A cropping pattern has 

been es ta bl ished over the years. 

The most common species inside 

the city are longan, jaboticaba, 

milkfruit, and sapodill:i. Other 

areas specialize in jackfruit, pine­

apple, tamarind, mandarin, tea, 

pepper, mangosteen, mulberry, 

litchi, plum, and pot plants. 

Even in villages outside the 

suburbs, gardens have the same 

characteristics, while there the 

orchard area is much greater than 

inside the city. A family at Tien 

Noi hamlet owns a garden of about 

two thousand square metres which 

is girdled by bamQ.oo and rattan, 

and half of which rotates rice, 

maize and manioc. The other half 

is for fruit trees among them five 

coconut trees, many banana groves, 

a couple of jaboticaba, jackfr1Jit 

trees, one tamarind tree, arid one 

guava tree, which are all easy to 

grow. There are also flowers-

floating hearts, poincianas, and 

daisies - which, on the first, fif­

teenth and thirtieth days of the 

lunar month, were offered to 

one's ancestors. It is difficult to 

say with any exactitude how 

much an owner can earn trom 

his garden. Those interviewed only 

gave approximate figures of on­

the-spot sales, which vary accord­

ing to rise and fall in prices, and 

did not mention consumption by 

their families, which depends on 

the size of each household and 

its living standard. However, 

estimates in 1980 put income from 

garden produce per family be­

tween 4,000 and 5,000 dong. The 

owner of the garden at Tien Noi 

said he got a bout 2,500 dong that 

year, not to mention the income 

from chickens and pigs, which 

Jived in the garden. Besides, he 

could sell his bamboo once evny 

three years for about 500 dong. 

Gardening. therefore, receives 

great attention from the municipa 
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VIETNAM ADVANCES 

COMPETITION 

FOR 

CHEO 

SINGERS 

and provincial -authorities. A 
·· G:.uden Economy Committee " 
h:i.s bee11 set up to help the pro­
vincial party organisation and 
People's Committee in policy-mak­
ing for this branch of production. 

Already many subjects have 
bt>en discussed, but it is agreed 
1hat gardening is of .great im]Jort­
ance to the local economv. Gar­
d~ns not only add t_o the 'beauty 
of the city and benefits the envi­
ronment, 'they provide vegetables, 
fruit, animal fodder, medicinal 
materials, flowers, firewood and 
materials for export production. 
Bee-keeping and mushroom cul­
tivation are two other by-products. 

Hue cuisine is a byword in Viet­
nam. Hou ... ewives can pr !pare 
many different dishes from home-

A nalionai conipetition]or Cheo (I) • in Cheo. The -question WJ.1 to cieveiop 

singas, the'first of its hind, was held the stories /oj?ically and clwose,Jrom 

in Thai Btnh province late in 1981. among the hundreds of established airs, 

Some 70 participants represented not the most appropriate ones. 

only the provtncer in the delta which 

have long traditions tn this art form, 

but also mountain provinces such as 

Ha Tuyen, Hoang Lien Son, etc. 

The performers were in very gDoJ 

furm and executed with assurance even 

the oldest, most difficult atrs. 

The event proz•ed that Cheo was 

still a developing art, in which chan­

ges are being made for better st:;/es. 

In impersonating Thi Ktnh, Xuy Van, 

Chau Long and other tradtttonal 

characters singers adopted different 

way> of punctuation, phrasing, and 

Tlze jury agreed that the new sty/ts 

in singing had greater appeal. It 

also acclaimed the invention of new 

airs. The a•optio11 o_(folk Jlmgs in a 

play on the western ;higlands and a 

duet tn a play by the troupe from Hai 

Hung province :uere cited as two 

successful tr;novattons. 

Whate"l:er thl'fr degrees of success, 

all the plays" staged at the competttton 

were laudablr efjorts at exploring an 

unlimited horizon. 

modulation t~ make old stories more TRUNG DONG 

appealing to the audience 

What was also evident was that 1. A form of traditional opera 

both historical figures fDuong Van as distinct from Tuong and Cat 

A'ga, Nguyen Phi Y Lan) and con- Luong. 

temporary 'eople (soldiers, agricul-

tural co-operative members, forest 

workers) can be successfu/l_v portrayed 

grown produce which cost almost 
no1hing, but which are very tasty 
and nourishing, and are such a 
pleasure for the qe to behold. 

However. to quite a number of 
people gardenfng ~s still more a 
hobby than a profitable way of 
making a living. To them a garden 
is a status symbol, not a useful 
source of income, and they rate 
plants and trees according to their 
rarity and originality rather than 
their economic values. 

The local authorities, therefore• 
are concentrating on zoning for spe-· 
cializ:.ition and on gea ringgardening, 
animal husbandry, apiculture and 
mu~hroom raising, whi-ch are 
fairly new Hnes. A vast program 
is afoot to improve existing gar-

dens, open new ones in unclaimed 
or war-devastated areas, introduce 
new varieties and techniques. The 
program a Jso provides for supplies 
of insecticides, fertilizers, and the 
tapping of outlets. 

Hue inhabitants, zealous guar­
dians of traditions, are making 
great efforts to modernize their 
city while preserving it> classical 
b~a11ty. Their gardens, through 
this development program, are 
expected to acquire still greater 
economic and cultural significance 

PHAN Ql}ANG 
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Vietnani 

CUSTOMS DURING TI-IE 

NEW YEAR 

TET (Lunar ~cw Year Festival) 
is the most bustlin;_, ani.mat­
ed and jubilant tcstival of 
the Vietnamese people, the 

first and foremost lh>liJay in 
\-ietnam. 

:\t this time the harvest season 
is over, so e\'ery!Jody is free t'.J 
rest and play after a year of hard. 
work and to greet the new year's 
coming, witb its promises and 
hopes. 

111 the first place. Tet is a family 
fesli<c:il. \Vherever they go or 
whatever thry do, e1·ery Vietnam­
ese \Vants to be at home during 
the three days of Tet to see their 
relatives, pray to their ancestors, 
look after thdr family's altar, 
graves, areca-nut tree, well, etc. 

Even in the thick of the war of 
resistanc~ _ against U.S. aggressio,n 
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an c<nti-aircraft gunner on duty or 
a volunteer girl mending a road 
in the Truong Son ra;1ge would 
observe Tet. They turned their 
tho1Jghts.to their family and native 
place, and the unit where they 
worked always tried to create for 
them a warm atmosphei·e Ly 
prepa1)ng decorations, food and 
recreation congenial to a. family. 

Preparations to celebrate Tet 
and greet the new year thus 
comprise many meaningful and 
interesting arti vities 

Praying to tlze Kitchen God. Tend­
ing graves. 

The opening rite of Tet is 
sending the Kitchen God off to 
heaven on the afternoon of the 
23rd of the twelfth month (lunar 
calendar). In the country-side 
when iron tripods and kerosene 

FESTIV~ AL 

cookers were unkno\\'n, people 
used tripods made of clay mixed 
with rice husks. Every year before 
the 23rd of the twelfth month 
they bought new ones. These 

block,; were not to be slighted 
be ca use they personified the Ki• -
chen God \YllO knew everything 
about the family. On the 23rd of 
the twelfth month the Kitchen God 
went to heaven to report, and seek 
the King of heaven's favour for 
the family. The cult of the Kit­
chen God may be a symbol of a 
mythical ancestor, a vestige of! 
the cult of fire and a rite oi 
purification by fire. 

From the 20th to the 25th or 
26th of the twelfth month people 
te n'd g rHes. Bringing offerings, 
(incense, flowers, boileJ rice and 
fowls) to one's relativeli' 
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gr31 es arid trndinl'; thC'm 
bdore a;;kirn: one's ances-
to;·s' houls to spend Tet ~vith their 
off;;pring c•irnes from a nohlc 
philosophy: to thir1k of the ~pring 
when Jrinl;ing its \Yater. 

P!anti>zg a neu tree 

Between the zyc.i an:J the 30th 
of the twelfth month, people in 
m.my place:,, in the plains us in 
the mountains, plant a neu tree. 
This is a b~imboo pole planted in 
front of the house \\·ith a fnv 
t!1i11gs Jcmglir1g frorn its Wp. 

A_ccorJing to fo1l\-ic~ci1d, it is 
a Buddhist belief to prt·vent ghosts 
and devils from coming to 
harm pe 1Jple. In truth, 
it is a snnbol qf a cosmic 
trte receivi11g su11\Jeums and spring 
air. 

Tel decorations: Jnralld scnlc11as, 
fulk pillures 

"Fatty meat, pickled scallio:1s• 
red pnrallel ser,tenct s, N:'11 tree, 
firei. rJc1-~l'l' J1;;_j grcTn rice cakes." 

011e of the six Tet noveltits 
parallel sentences \:.ring pleasure 
to crnc':; eyes when entering a 

.hous..: during the fe~tival. 

The p::ir:1llcl sentcn''cs constitute 
a literary foi·m p.irticuLir to the 
East, an arlictic work with :.i 

profound mecrnin:..; und li;1e words. 
Spring is al w:n·s the seasoa of 
new hopes. Thes-; hopes are 
materialized in ~ew Year's greet­
ings and sun:;s in praise of 
Spring. These are alsu solemn! 1-

materialized in parallel sentenc;s 
hung on both sides of the a!tur 
011 the wull;o, between two pillar~ 
vo1crng thou~hts ubout societ r, 
life. Spring da1 s, h'>pc;:, bappinn.s, 
feelings, or an e,Juc:Jtional precept, 
a g;1iJe tCJ action. 

Tolay parallel sentences are 
s.1111 i11 vo,;ue. 

Folk pictures, conventionally 
called Tct ;hictures, bring a flavour 
or Tet and Spring to every home. 

Our people like Tet pictures 
firstly because these are greet-
ings in d:arp lines and vivid 
colour, simple, unaffected and 
evocati\·e, akin to the variegated 
natural beauty of their native land 
anJ daily !if e. 

Moreover, folk pictures faithfully 
reflect traditional scenes of life, 
thus materializing our ancestors'. 
dreams. hope'i. aspirations, views 
on human life and concepts of 
beauty, truth and gopd. They 
usually represent such animais as 
fo11"1~. pigs. bufL1loes, natural 
landscape, festivities in the Viet­
namese countryside of yore and 
portraits of national heroes. 

Flon·ers, mandarins and Jts;Ja_1 ing 
a tray 0( fic·e fruit 

Pca:h. blossom is a gorgeous 
symbol of the Vietnamese Spring. 
This flower is not as 1ragrant as 
chrysanthemum, peuny. narcissus 
or orchid, b11t people like it, for 
its pin!' or red colour syil)bolizes 
freshness and optimism. A branch 
of'peacl-i-tree blossoming on New 
Year's Day portends a merry 
year for the family. The red 
colour of peach also symbolizes 
the su!l and the warm s_pring air. 

AnLi to make peach blossom on 
the New Y rar's Duy at the righll 
time>, requires a consummate skill 
in grafting, clipping. plucking uff 
leuq~s and boosting buds. 

Chrysanthemum, sea flo1\·er, 
peony, narcissus all contribute 
their perfume and colour to \'ict­
IJam's traditional Tct. Chrysanthc­
mu ms o:vm boli:ce' a modest, di sue ct 
anJ 'ecluded way of lif(,. They 
were consi,'lc-rtd l1v the Vi:h ce11-
tury puet ?"<guYtll ·i'rai to be more 
precious th:rn gold becanse they 
symi.Jolize a rich sotil. 

:"'" 11cony, rrgarclcd as tlie kin.1:.; ol 
flowers, is a big . beautiful, red, 
p11q1le or white flower, fragrant 
like a rose. 

Narcissus, a fairy i11 the water, 
evokes the pureness aml vitality 
of Spri11g with its white petal,, 
yellow pistil, sweet scent, a pecu­
liar perfume: fragrant but delicate, 
familiar but pure and nculc. 

The custom of arranging narcis­
si has gone beyond a family 
aesthetic pastime to brcome a 
contest of narcii.<i at Tet at a 
uumber of well-known' commu· 
nal houses and pagodas in Hanoi 
and Haiphong. 

Unlike Hanoi, p~o·ple in Ho Chi 
l'vlinh City like to arrauge plum 
flowers 'and Yellow plum blossoms 
prevail in flower markets. 

Our ancrstors :irrange,] nut only 
flowers but also fruit, manda~ins 
in particnlar. 

:X.!andarins are planted i 11 pots, 
preferably in eel skin (brownish) 
glazed e.arthcnware pots m.1cle at 
Huong.Canh, Tho Ila, Que, Quao .. 
near Hanoi and famous for their. 
jars. \\'hat is beautiful in manda­
rins is their many eVL·n. fruit with 
their glossy, yellow, thin skins, 
their iight-green lea\·cs, their 
upright stems and hard brnnrhe~. 
Displayed in the ce111'<'. uf the 
house, mandarins >ymL•olize our 
people's joy at a bu1:1per harveot 
and a life of plenty. 

The c~stom of arra11gi:1g flowers 
and maadarins usually goes along 
with the displayinr.; uf five (or 
t it,ht) fruit: a branch of green 
bananas.a g:·ape-fruit or shacidock, 
some oranges, a few rn:indarins.' 
" citrus fruit known as "Bu,Jdha's 

hand", 5orne persimmons; on a 
tray with u pedestal or a big plate 
fO as to look welf -:1: ~:1:·;..:ni 

t.ll,d altracr11·c. 



From tlmf' lmrncmorial. flowers 
and [ruit constitute indispe.nsable 
offerings to the gods and one's 
a11ce,tors. However, the custom of 
cli~playing a tray oi five fruit soon 
moved out of pagodas and temples 
to he"come a custom of our entire 
peonle. Ours being an agricultural 
people Tet is also an occasion to 
c:-nrl the agricultural season and the 
offering ·of five fruit to one's 
:incf·stors therefore svmbolises the 
Li·nily's pro,perity. " 

Personal 
Sprt11g: 

adornments to greet 

I or.;ether with the custom of 
emhe"llishir,g one's house with 
parallel sentences, Tet pictures, 
flowers and fruit, our people also 
adorn them~elves to grret Spring 
and put on new, beautiful a'ld smart 
ctothei· during the three cays of 
Tc-t. 

0;1e of these fine customs is 
that of washing on1t's face wtlh cori­
ander water and washing one's hair 
with v ·Liva water to cleanse one's 
body and purify one's soul. 

Coriander is a kine\ of condime2t 
to be eaten raw. both as flavour­
in~ and dressing ingredient for 
Trt meals. After fructification, the 
whole plant is boiled tu give a 
fragrant water to wash one's face 
with. Dropping a towel into a 
ba~in of smoking coriander water, 
011e feels completely renewed. 

To wash their hair to greet Tet. 
women use water boiled with 
vttiver root. Originally a material 
10 make joss-sticks, it is also 
planted in ·one's garden to be used 
to perfumr _and softe11 the hair 
Hair washed with vetiver water 
on the eve of Tet keeps fragrant 
11ritil the fifteenth of the first 
month of the new lunar year. 

Going to market 

A market is not men Iv a plate 
to exchange, buy and sell goods, 
it io.; also, particularly in the 
hi:;!ilands, a place to mef! friends 
an;I rc::lative,; impart news ... Hence 
a market day is a rlav of econ­
omic and cu!t11ral life, a da\' of 
reS! ant:! recreation for the pea~·ann' 
who toil all the ) ear ro1ind. and 
need a change in atmosphere and 
en\· iron men!. 

In tf1e plains, markets :ire held 
near a landing stage, at the entran­
ce ur exit of a viliage, outside 

24 

a citadei on a large open ground, 
under the shade of tall trees. 

In the mountain, markets are 
the rendezvous of boys and girls, 
the festivals of Nung-Tay "sli" 
and "luon" tunes, melodious 
songs, flute performances and 
dance executions with multicolour­
ed clothes and parasols of .the 
H'mong and Thai minorities. 

Hanoi flower-market is held 
once a year day and night during 
several weeks in the latter half 
of the twelfth month (lunar 
calendar). 

Hanoi flower-market sells all 
kinds of flowers, mandarins, 
ornamental plants, gold fish ... but 
it can be rightly called peach­
blossom market. It used to be 
organized along Hang Luoc ~treet, 
the former bank of To Lich 
river. I 

Ceremonies to greet the 1Vew Year 

In the afternoon of the last day 
of the lunar year our people give 
offertngs to tht:ir a11cestors as a 
vear-end-rite, then wait for New 
Year's Eve. 

.'\'!"w Year's Eve is a 'acred 
moment when Earth and Heaven 
rommunicate with each Olher as 
tradition has it, the last night of 
the old year before the first day 
of the new year: comes. For 
most people in the world following 
either lunar or solar calendar the 
transition mark between the old 
and the new years is sole.mnly 
observed for it brings a new fate, 
a new happiness. 

In the past, on New Year's Eve 
there was a custom of singing 
greetings. 

A dice-band comprising about 
fifieen children carrying a bam­
boo tube with a few cents inside 
would go from house to.house and 
sing greetings to the family and 
relath·es. Wherever they called 
tbe child coming first emptied the 
bamboo tube on the ground and 
the band sang some verses. 

\Vhen they finished the house 
owner gave them a few brand­
new ceuts to bring them luck for 
the new year. 

In the co11ntrvside a communal 
Vear·n1d eerernonV Was heJd Oii 

1\ew Year's Eve it ~t:.trted at the 

iioi hour (u p.m) and lasted until 
the Ty hour (12 mid night), the 
opening of Tet. Tu this end <111 

altar was erected in the yard of 
the communal house, sometimes 
in front of the watch tower and 
olferings _of incense, votive. p~per, 
flowers, l niit anrl alcohul were 
solemnly presented ~mid ~~ d'n of 
cirum arid, gong beating, fire­
crackers. etc. 

:Vew Year's Day customs 

The new year begins at mid­
night. Firecrackers keep bursting 
but ii is "dark like the niaht on 
'.\I "' ' E " I "' : ~w •ears < ve . n many places 
1l is t~boo to do any thing unttl 
morning comes. 

)n the p~q our people regarckd 
New Years Day as a most sacred 
occa~ion with a beari11g on per­
sonal happiness and familv affairs. 
Therefore they were irllcnt on 
spending the three days of Tet in 
a merry mood. 

One keen expectation was to 
have as firstfooter a vfrtuous and 
amiable man who fared well in 
his business. 

In Nam lb province some first­
footers brought with them a jar 
of water, whtch portends thal 
munev will flow like water. The 
hosts ·carefully \zept the j,1rs likt 
treasures and Wished their guest;; 
the best of luck while entt rtaining 
them solemnly. People in deep 
mourning, of bad cond11ct or bad 
business, or stupid, would be 
j:nxes putting the evil eye on the 
host's affairs throughout the year. 

Togl'ther with the custom of 
firstfooting was that of wishing 
good luck f(Jr the nezu vear accord­
ing to which grand-·parents and 
parents gave children some brand 
new money. Guests calling at a 
house also did the same to the 
owner's children and youngsters 
visiting somebody were treated 
alike following a Vietnamese 
tradition of care for tbe old and 
the young. 

Anoth'.:r custom is that of 
first . outing, that is to g, out for 
the I irst time::. A prupitious hour 
and direction ~hould be cho-en 
in ;.1d1·;ince. To this end one should 
ask for the advice of ~eers who 
divine it in thtir calendars before 
Tet. 

Wrtttng hr the first lime also 
required a propitiuus day and 
hour - thh being considcrt·d im· 
ponant for scholars and oflicials 
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Flowered or scarlet paper were 
used for this.matter. l\Lrny people 
made a poem on this occasion. 

Still another custom was that of 
buying luck and selling blunder. In 
some places symbolic Tet market 
days were held to get rid of bad 
luck and blunder, and to bring 
good luck, success, happi11ess and 
wisdom, like n)Jlf; market (in for-

. mer Ha Nam province). Phu Giay 
market (in former Nam Dinh prov­
ince). Each person tried to sell 
something rapidly - the old year's 
blunder. For the bnyer, everything 
bought was luck. From Nghe Tinh 
province clown to South Central 
Vietnam there was a similar cus­
tom: people sold rice, sweetmeats, 
toys ... without caring for profit. or 
went shouting. "\Vho buys blun­
der?". ~ome -peon le L'omhine thdr 
first outing with

1

buying· 111ck and 
~elling blunder. That was the uaiYe 
;ind spontaneous 3spect uf folk be­
lief Lut most of these custrw1s 
have fallen into disuse. 

Three davs of communion willz one's 
ancestors. Pu\'in" courtesv z·fsits. 
Ft/ial p£et1',fai11if,~ (celin;:s. -Ties be­
tween master a•td disriple in Td and 
Spring d,1n, 

Vietnam's tradition~! folk lidief 
has it that :rnniversaries should he 
held n'er\' vear to LO:nrnemorate 
the dead. 

0

Besides, on New Year's 
Day every family should present 
offeri11g·~ '.·) ils ancc:-,t.-.r:.;;_ 

'.Iam: i 11r'.il ~/aces kept the cus­
tom ot payinr; respens to one's 
family nncestors on '\ew Year's 
da\-. Brir)gi;1c; food. betel or joss­
sticks v\'ith them, famil\' relatives 
gathered in a house, bowed be-

. fore tbtir ~rncestors' altar, then dis­
cussed family affairs, particularlv 
the anniversaries in the year, and 
reviewed the h:ippenings to each 
and even· member of the: Limilr­
fending . mutual help ill case of 
need. 

The cult of ancestors is truly Viet­
nam's trad;tional religi(ln. 

The custom nf burning incense. a 
fine and respectful custom in Tet 
days. is a widespread and long­
standing one. Archaeological re­
searc11 has discovered incense burn­
ers in Vietnam dating lo time B.C. 
The scent of incense Glending 
with the atmosphere helps the 
communion hetwe<'ll heaven aud 
earth, man and i~ods. 

The custom of fir in;: u1nhff ( is 
also a \Y!de-spread on:'. svmiy,j;,. 
ing 011r peor:e's jov tu greet T<ot 
and Sprin;;. The report of cracker~ 
is meant to drive :;Wal' evil ~.pi­
rits, it di~prls p•:ople's '" vrr ie' a11J 

makes them ready for new happi­
ness. 

In the "distinguished" families 
of yore. after presenting offerings 
to the family's ance~tors and the 
god of the soil, children gathered 
around their grandparents and pa­
rems then bowed in respect and 
said tiif'ir Tet greetings with man_v 
returns of the day in gratitude for their 
birlh and upbringtur:. After that, 
grandparents and parents reminded 
their children <o live together in 
unity, tau<,iht them some moral 
prectpts "to be qudious: wcll­
behaved, deferential to elders, yield­
ing to youngers "... an cl gave 
them a little money to bring them 
luck for the ne\'.r year. V•lith pea­
sant's families tl1e custom vvas less 
rigid. 

111 a big family, members have to 
allot among themsdves tbe task 
of paying respects and courtesy 
calls wl1.ich should all br· done in 
the first dav of the New Year with 
relatives 01i the father's side. 

The sec<'lnd day o.f the new year 
is dr·votcd to vis'.ting relatives on 
the mother's side: families of 
on•"s grandmolhers' .mo:herr and 
wife. 

On tLc third dav of the new 
year, all disciples ,\-hatever their 
age and standing would call at 
thei.r former master anJ Low in 
respect to his ancestors. (Prc­
vio11sly they rnet to extt'nd 'hi'm 
material aicf if he neeckd1. A patient, 
albeit rev vercd for a '1011~ time, 
would also call at his physician. 
Generally speaking, Tet is an oc­
casion to requite ,,omfone's help by 
paying cour1esy vis;ts and pre­
senting gifts. 

Next come the visits to one's 
friends and neighliours. During 
tlw three d.ivs uf Tet, people re­
cei1·e g11('sts witliout minding about 
time, offering tea and betel then 
alcohol, cakes and meals. The 
guests should be courteous, dtink a 
little alcohol and eat a few dabs 
of pastry even if they refuse a 
meal. Merriest of all is to share a 
Tet repast. 

On the third day, people used to 
hold a ceremony to see the ances­
tors off by burning votive objects 
on the altar. Some rich families 
held it oa the fourth day, inviting 
their relations to attend the cere­
monv and share a meal. So ended 
Tet.. 

Te: d:sl:es 

E·,-ervo;1e has original dishes for 
;~n,· Ye~r'•, <iJY, without which 
1he fe;,tival \\ <H\ld h<e w.uch of 
its flnour. 

Glutinous rice cake : This - number 
one Tet disli goes along with fany 
me;;t an:l vickkd scallio;'s. Our ,m­
cestors rcga~ded it as a cry,talll­
zation of the lJl-Sl thi11['S ur the 
land. ' ~· 

• It mar have a savourv nr ~vveet 
filling. - T'.1e gluti11ous · rke mi;st 
i)e fragrant. wliite and pounded 
carefullv. 'vVrappin,; it require~ 
great dexterity which varies wit!-1 
loc:ilitks. Glutinous rice cakes 
should be cooked during a whole 
night (12 hoursL In the night of' 
the 29th or _\O th day of the twelfth 
month (lunar calendar) an atmos­
phere of Tct prevails among those 
watching the p:.,t of glutinous rice 
cakes boil while chatting. Once 
boiled t lie cakes are soa keel in cold. 
water. Dc.'derous \\·orne11 then com­
press the cake tn ~~ct a prett \' form 
aud a compact conteut. Th~ cakes 
are wrapped with a ftrrc.h :i1-row­
root leaf, tied with a red string for 
a better presc rvation and prettier 
presentat'oq. Ga~troaomv recog­
nizes that giutinou' rk(~ cake<; are 
highly nntritio•Js 01\ ing 10 an ade­
quate combination of q·getd and 
animal proteins (.grcc:n Le~11s, mea~. 
fat) with otl1er nutrients like lipids,. 
sugar, vitamins and rn:r:eral salts. 

Presen·ed fruit: ;\part from glu­
tinous rice cakes and nther sweet 
cakes, preserved fruit ·is a much 
a~-.rireci:1t<"d Tet dish. It is a pro­
duct of Vietn,tmese fruit procl"~'ed 
in a Vietr;amese wav. '.Vhile Eu­
ropeans have jam, we bave many 
kinrls of preserved fruit mac:e from 
lotus seer!s. ginger. pe:muts. coco­
nuts, gourds, persimmon, hanan2s 

•lemons mandarin~. o:·,rnges, tange­
rine~:. etc. server! separately or in 
groups of five or ten preserved 
fruit. 

Bean pastry: it is a rare treat to 
be invite<l to eat a bean pastry 
with a glutinous rice c3ke when 
one pays a Tet call at a house. 
Bean pastry Is nne arnong a score 
of other Vietnamese pastries, bul 
to taste it on this occasion increa­
ses its relish. It was origlnally 
made in pagodas to be eaten with 
sacrificial glutinous rice cookies. 
Prep'.tred from green Leans and 
treacle. it must be cooked from 
morn till night, then put ont on 
plates or moulds liaed with banana 
leaf and powdered with sernme­
attractivc to both the eye and the 
palate. 
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Vo An Ninh 

PHOTOGRAPH ER 

PAR EXCELLENCE 

VO An Ninh, whose fame as a 

photographer spread far and 

wide right at the time of 

French occupation, is now 76 years 

old. In Ho Chi Minh City an 

exhibition of his works was packed 

for days on end. Vo An Ninh is 

the oldest in his trade, and his 

v1as the first individual photogra­

ph'c exhibition in the country. 

Vo An Ninh's love of photogra­

phy began at the age of sixteen, 

when he spent all his savings - 3z 

piastres, or 320 francs - on a Zeiss 

Ikon, Y 45.143, which has been his 

inseparable companion ever since. 

His first pictures were of a picnic 

by students of Buoi College, and 

of rural scenes. A friend of his, 

To Ngoc Van. decided that he had 

some " talent " and ad vised him to 

adopt photography as a means of 

self-expression. 
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At a competition held by the 

Hanoi Fine Arts College in 1935 
Vo An Ninh won first prize for a 

picture of rafts on the sea at Sarn 

Son. As the first Vietnamese photo­

grapher to have won such a prize, 

and on a local theme at that, Vo 

An Ninh won great admiration, 

even from the F·rench. The follow­

ing years, from 1936 to 1938, he 
successively got top prizes it1 Hue 
and France. 

In February 1937 Vo An 

Ninh had a serious road acci­

dent, a French army Jorry hurled 

him into the air, and one of his 

feet was crushed: He spent three 

months in hospital and there was 

little hope that he would ever be 
able to resume his activities. Yet, 

?edication to his calling and Jove 

of the country combined to heal 

him, arid Vo An Ninh set to 

work again with unabated ~t. 

Vo An Ninh is not only an ar­

tist, but also a historian in his 

fashion. In 1936, influenced by the 

French Popular Front, he felt that 

important events were taking place 

right in Vietnam and that it was 

his responsibility to record them 

with his camera. The mass rally 

of tens of thousands of working 

people in H:moi on May Day that 

year almost overwhelmed him 

with its strength, and the pictures 

he took that day set the course for 

hh future activity - art news pho­

tography. 

In the historic year of 1945, Vo 

An Ninh, in a series of invaluable 

photos recorded the terrible Japan­

ese - caused famine which took 
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I wo million lives, and the August 

Revolution itself. The weekly 

Trung-Bac Chu N!iat gave full 

coverage on its fi.rst and fourth 

p11ges to his photos of the takeover 

in Hanoi and Saigon. Vo An Ninh 

was the only news photographer (he 

was working for Vi nuoc) to make 

a scoop with his pictures of Presi­

dent Ho Chi J\Iinh on the French 

battleship Dumont Durville return­

ing to Cam Rarrh in October 1946 

after an official visit to France. 

In early rr1so, Vo An Ninh made 

several trips to Saigon. An album 

of 60 pictures taken of the huge 

anti-US demonstrations in th;at citv 

during those hectic days is stil I 

edifying. The two US destroyers. 

the USS 7S6 and 880, clearly shown 

against the backdrop of Saigon 

harbor, were the first proof of CS 
intervention in Indochina. 

Ma_ny, ind>:'ed the majllr part, of 

Vo An Ninh's works are landsca­

pes, apd the 37 black-and-white 

photos at the Ho Chi l\!inh City 

exhibition constitute but a very 

small part of what he has put out 

over the years His landscapes all 

bear the light touches of ancient 

paintings, but the imprci.sion they 

leave is deep. Hanoi's Outskirts at 

the Approach of Autumn conveys 

very well the first feeling of chill 

with a woman carryi11g a pair of 

baskets on her shoulders and, be­

hrnd her, a row of bare, mist·shroud· 

ed arjun trees on a freshly plough­

ed field. In Buffaloes b_, Lotus 

Pond the countryside comes alive 

with cowherds and their animals , 
with sunshine glinting on lotus 

leaves. J11ui ,Ve, a stock sand-and­

wave theme, is a great succr.ss with 

all the hallmarks of Vo ,\n ~i11h: 

two [Jig patches - the w:nes, 

black, the sand, white-form a great 
contrast and yet a harmonious 
whole in the pi tiles~ glare of morn-

ing sun in summertime. Nam Trieu 

Rivermouth wi h its big sails stand­

ing out against a smo:.Jth, glossy 

sea and a limpid sky has all the 

beauty of a painting. 

Vo An Ninh has a special eye 

for mountains. In Pines he mana­

ges to capture sunshine on bran­

ches in the middleground and 

gives a great strength to his ver­

tical composition. Sapa, with pines 

in both the foreground and back­

ground and a pyramidal composi­

tion, gives a feeling of both light­

ness and solidity. Spring in Hoang 

Lien Son, The Town of Sapa, Ban 

Gioe Falls, Outpost At Cht L ang, 

~tc. are other incompar'able works 

of art. 

Vo An Ninh has travelled the 

length and breadth of the countrv 

He has made a~ many, as 50 visi~~ 
to Huong Pagoda, each time seeing 

the famous scene in a new light. 

For him Huong Pagoda is the em­

bodiment of the beauty of Vietnam. 

In his 15 visits to Cuc Phuong 

National Park he has madl" friends 

with all the seven chief custodians 

there. Once he spent almost a week 

on the top of Hoang Lien Son, the 

highest mountain in Vietnam, 

waiting for the right moment to 

take pictures of clouds. Even in 

Ha Long Bay, a much frequented 

place, Vo An Ninh's originality 

shows through. Regardless of the 

handicap of his lame leg he mana­

ged to get to the top of Bai Tho 
Mount and took his pictures from 

chat precarious perch. His Bo Nang 

Grotto remains a wonder not only 

to his public but to his colleagues 

as well.. 

To test his i;trength, at the age 

of seventy Vo An Ninh accom­

panied a geological team to the 

northernmost part of the country. 

One winter nit;ht sitting by a roar· 

ing fire at an altitude of two 
thousand metres, Vo An Ninh 
confided to his young friends, 
"I wish I could make a trip to the 
southernmost tip of the country." 
One of the men jokingly cupped 
his hand on Vo An Ninh's knee­
cap and shook it lightly. "No" 
the old man protested. "You 
should test this," he added, remov­
ing the man's hand from his 
knee· and placing it on his chest. 
Seven months later, after South 
Vietnam had b( en liberated, Vo 
An .:--Jinh went to Ca l\Iau and, 
from there, journeyed to the 
islands of Con Dao and Phu Quoc, 
to Ha Tien, Tien Giang and Hau 
Giang. His pictures were as full of 

·vitality as ever. 

At the Ho Chi ~I:nh City exhibi­
tion one admirer asked Vo An 
Ninh, "Are there any places you 

haven't seen, or which have disap· 

pointed you?" "I've never been to 

the Hoang Sa Islands ",Vo An Ninh 
said without hesitation. "I missed 
an opportunity some twenty years 
ago. Now the Chinese a1 e there· 
If I cannot see those places, my 
colleagues will ". " On the other 
hand", Vo An Ninh continued, 
"Sapa is the place I've visited most 
assiduously. Unfortunately I've 
never been blessed with the sight 
of snow there, although I missed 
many Tets in Hanoi for that very 
reason. At times it did not snow, 
and when it ,lid at all, it was too 
light. During the particularly se­
vere cold spell in 1976 there was a 
good fall. I heard it on the radio 
while I was in Hue, but when I 
arrived I was too late". 

At 78 Vo An Ninh is as tireless 
as ever He continues to roam the 
country in search of beauty, in the 
company of his old Zeiss Ikon. 

PHUONG HA 
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TH01\L\S Hoch.kin is a historian 
engage'._ He' m;ikes no _secret 
::ib,1ut It. In the pr et ace to 

his latest book, \'id•zam: The Revo-. 
lutinnarv Path (r) he ~ay~ in con­
clusion: 

"AU historia~1s. I, l;.elieve, must 
be Sl'mewhat ttigages . 

For those who have known 1his 
Emeritus Fcl\1)\V of Oxford as an 
expert on Africa, the question 
~pring5 to mind: "\Vlrnt road has 
brnugh't him to !he revolutionarv 
path of a Soulhcast Asiar1 
country?" 

Thomas Tfodgkin's option for the 
Vietnamese people, to whom he 
dt>dicates ii is bo,Jk, i" the Jonj, al 
ot:tr:ome c.f iih intclkctu~l jou~nev 
and'llO doubt the natural result of 
his anti-colonialist t!hic. For nearly 
half a century he has bet'n greatly 
interested i:i the nJtio11;1\ liberation 
mo'vements in tile Middle bist, 
India, a11d especi:dly Africa. He 
has !aught in Afri~a. Europe 
and N.)rth America. f•rom 1962 to 
1965 he was Director of the Insti­
tute for Afric:rn Studies at the 
Univeni:v of Ghana and wrote 
three books. besid~s a number of 
articl2s on 1\frica11 history: "Na-
tionalism in colonial Africa" 
"African Political Parties•". 
"Nigerian Perspectives". 

The last-11amcd book an antho­
logy of historical texts, has 
become a classic in its field as 
well as 3n excelleut referen­
ce work. According to the Times 
Literary Supplemrnt, "it is a 
first rate introduction to the litera 0 

ture available on Nigeria's past". 
Published in 1q60, the year of the 
Nigeri8n dec!Urat;on. c)f indepen­
dence. it co\·c~s a period from time 
imrncmori:il to the e11d of the 
19th ccnturv :;nd Briti"h domina­
tion. The ·fitll docurne1t!ation on 
the soci;il, po!itka1, Cc(1T1<Jmic, reli­
gious ;i:"I i11i"l:u:c11<ll planes 
re\·eals a cultural heritage of uni­
magined richness. A quotation 

28 

JOURNEY 0 f 
A BRITISH 

from Calif Muhammed Bello re­
veals much about tlie author's 
communion will~ lJ!Jck people's 
history: 

"The soul continues to' he en­
nr_ibltd in tht study of the hbtory 
ol this generous age, especially 
when there is added to it the 
hist()rY <>f the strange and won­
derful evrnts .which liave occurred 
in this land before". 

How far this is from Rudyard 
Kipling's hitter quip: ' East i:; 
Eaq and \Vest is \Vest. .. !" 

In thl" ,9f;o's, e<·ents in Vietnam 
"sent to t~!e barricades" -- the 
expre~~ion is D;i\·id ~brr's - Tho­
m.ts Hodgkin awl matiy other 
\Vestern intelleclnals. Ill Jact he 
was prepared for thi5 by the 
atn?osphere in his own family. His 
wile, Dorothy Crcwfoot, was 
awarded the Nobel prize for her 
work on the structural analysis of 
biocbemicql substances such as 
vitamin B12, and participated in 
medical aid for the Vietnamese 
people. which brought about their 
first Journev to Vit'ln~m in 1971. 
and the awakening of his interest 
in our history. His mother was 
artive in the British-Vietnamese 
Frienciship Association. His daugh­
ter, Elizabeth, worked with the 
Foreign Languages Publishing 
House in Hanoi, and bis sister­
in-law, l'vfary Cowan, made adapta­
tions of \' iet na rnese poetry and 
was a contributor to. the bnglish 
edition of V ielnamese Literature(2) 

But it was Thomas Hodgkin's 
seco1:d journey to Vietnam in 1974 
which made him decide to work 
on the history of our country. He 
collected documents, visited tem­
ples, pagodas, citadels, communal 
houses, dykes. lakes, battlefields of 
ancient times, museums, towns, 
villages, and <ibove all talked to 
people from al! 'valks of life: 
historians, social scientists, writers, 
workers, peasants. 

HISTORIAN 

\Vhat struck him first was, as 
is the case \yith many other people 
frnrn the \'Vest ( 3), the Vietnarne>e 
reoplc's" hi-;torical consciousness". 
" l'hc Vietnamese are, I believe, 
the most historicallv minded people 
in the world. True; all peoples who 
have been involved in prolonged 
and difficult strnggles for national 
liberation - Creeks. Bulgars, Poles, 
Americans and Irish, for example 
- have acquirerl well developed 
forms of historica! consciousness. 
But in the case of the Vietnamese 
the special difficulties of the / 
stru~gle, the intensity anrl duration, 
combined with certain characte­
ristics oi \~ietnamest hi~tory. have 
}~iven rise to a particuiariy power-
ful and active i<iterest in and 
enjoyment ()f their national past, 
a: all level~, 1 rom 1w~1s1n\s to prime 
ministers ... The purpose of unde.r­
standing the past is to 'be·'"~·s·,,,..,, 
l"quipped to transform the present... 
For the Vietnamese, all history is 
contemporary history" (4). 

Indeed, Thomas Hodgkin re-
proaches \Vestern writers on the 
history of \Vestern Africa with a 
lack of "historical sense". Says 
he: "Probably they assumed that 
these were... somewhat static 
societies" \ ,)._ 

In order to place Vietnam's con­
ternporary history in proper pers­
pective, he studies its past, both 
immediate and remote, showing 
Jeep insight. 

An article he published in Race 
and Class. one year after his second 
trip to Vietnam, looked at the 
le:::sons of the Vietnamese revolu­
tion (6). The author raises, among 
others, the problem of the constants 
of the Vietnamese revolution 
which, in his view, are the follow­
ing: frequent floods and ty­
pbonns, foreign invasions, the 
grov>ing of wet rice, building and 
maintenance oi river dykes, the 
need for dfective centralized power 
'\\'ith a view to \1 ater control, and 
alH1ve all the \ iilage as the cell of 
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society, communal land, qirnula­
tint: respect fur the collective life 
and fostering ideas "r soliclaritv 
and mutual help". Anothn HOte­
worthv crmstant is the nation-class 
dialectical relationship embodied in 
the two themes of national resist­
ance anJ peasant insurrection. 
Each in turn dominates. ln any 
event, the relationship hetwecr1 
these two components --- nation anu 
class - is of major politic:;! imporL­
ance. We shall examine later the 
central themt' oi the article: atn 
analysis of the causes leading to 
the victory of the A11gust Revolu­
tion of l9f5, which pnt an end to 
80 years of French colonial rule. 

Ia another article,_ published in 
the Oxford Review of Education (7) 
in 1q76, Thomas Hodgkin poses 
thi'i question: \Vhen illlCi why did 
the liter:iti be~:omc revolution­
aries? He attem;1ts ;in answl'.r hv 
comparing the Vi~lnamesc schoC­
ars irnhncd with Confucianism to 
the West ~;udanesc mallam-; 

· marked by Islam. Sc\'cr.tl common 
reasons lie behind the fact that in 
the two countries inte l lectiu ls 
have embarked on the road of 
revolt: 

I. In the pre-coloriial period, 
there lived in the countrvside a 
social stratum composed of 'literati 
dctas;hed ·from the adminis­
tration and bound to the people, 
With whom !lie')' shared misery 
anJ aspirations. 

2. Both Confucianism and Islam 
are liable to certain interpretations 
which are favourable to anti­
colonial ideology. 

. } There took shape a tradition of 
pea~ant revolt with scholar partici­
pation. 

It was In the confrontation \Vi'.h 
Western· imperialism that differ­
ences emerged bet ween the 
Vietnamese scholars and the \Vest 
Sudanese mallams, although both 
were patriotic. The latter lackeJ 
a strong national consciousness 
while the Vietnamese nation had 
been formed at a \'ery eariy date. 
Besides, the politico-military prob­
lem of oq;anizing resistance to 
the foreigner and the ethical prob­
lem of opting either for resi~t­
ance, emigration, or collaboration, 
were conceiverl h\· them in 
Islamic terms. The Muslim ideal 
was, and remains, very powerflll, 
shared by princes, intellectuals 
working in the adrninistr:itio11, ~nd 
mallams alike. In Vietnam, on the 
other hand. the Confucian ideal 
was disintegrating. That di ff ere nee 

led In gra\-t' consequences concern­
iug thc revolutionary path follow­
ed b,· euch of these two peoples. 

In \'ietnam The Rnol11iw1;a1·y 
Path Thoma,s Hodgkin comes back 
to the <J,1.!f~;.ti?ns he postd ill his 1975 
article \hJ: · How was the August 
1945 !:{evolution in Vietnam 
possihl:-? \Vhat was the character 
of the Revolution? How can it be 
explained historicallv? These are 
large and difficult questions 
leading to other qnestions. They 
are the themes of this book." (9) 

\Vhy did he . pick that theme! 
The author gives the following 
reason : " It was possibly the most 
impo1·tant event i;-i \Vorld his­
tory since the October Re\·olution 
in Rusoda... It was the first 
rcvoluti'.m which su.:ceeded in 
overthrowing the pown of a 
colonial regime. It occ11rrecl at a 
moment in hi<;torv when the 
::Secoud \Vorld \Var ·was ending - a 
fortnight after the dropping of the 
a!om bomb on IIir()shima. Thus 
the Aug11st Re\"rilution marks th~ 
!Jeginning of a ne''" epoch-the 
'' atershed when :he age of colon­
isation begins to give ·wav to the 
age of decolonization. It ls at thl'. 
same time a ·moment of critical 
importance in Vietnam's history. 
It is thl'. point of vantage from 
which one can look backwards· 
over two millennia of struggle 
against foreign aggrc:s~ion, st:ite 
building and popular insurrection, 
and forwards over thirty years of 
restored independence, socialist 
construction anJ resistanl'.e to til.e 
prnoply of mudern imperialism­
and beyond that to the coming 
centuries of advance towards 
communism ... " (10) 

Tho~e· parallels call to mind 
Ju ks Michelet whei1 he made "a 
critic3l projection, on an analysis 
of the present, of cultural patterns 
inherittd from the pa51, and again 
a pr()jection on the past of q11estions 
raised by the present: historical 
objel'.tiviiy is born of this double 
anachronism, of this pre-dialectical 
synchronism." (11). 

Like Michelet, Thomas Hodgkin 
coult~ sav, at least concerning the 
history of1\'ietnam: ":\Iy thoughts 
nHl't often orif:inate in my heart. 
It makes my ~;µirit fruitful''. 

One muq give hir,1 full credit 
fur the scie11ti!ic accuracy. and 
objecti\•ity of his investigations. 
Having patiently collected serious 
and plentiful documentation, he 
examines the history of Vietnam 
in Cartesian f:ishion: 

"lfow was the \u~w;t l{n·nln 
tion, the work oi the l'om:nu11ist 
Party of Vietnam, possible:·· 

The author gives eight ,direct 
crnses, for the perioJ bet ween 
H)39 and 1945: 

1. The establrishment of the Viet 
DJc revolutionary base and other 
bases in the mountain region of 
north \ ietnam. · 

2. The gradual building up of 
the Liberation Army, v;hich exist­
ed in emhrvo in the first units of 
National Safvution troops in 19+r. 

J. The mooilizntion of the 
people by the Viet l\linh Nati,inal 
Front fro;YJ May 19,. onw:ird. . 

4. The clo<>c relat\onsliip be-
t\veen the Partv and tile riational 
mi11orities, in \'kt B.1c in 
particular. 

5. The effectiH: s:rateg·v of the 
Pc1rtv, which rf'fuscd :di culL1bora­
tion -\vith the J~p:inc,,· :rnd <ither 
imperialiqs, a!ld laid t·mpl!:ish ou 
the education of ce1dres. 

(1. The terrib!c conseqn::nces of 
the 1Jmi11e c.1used in north 
Vietnam by the French-J:1panese 
alliance, dur!ng whic:h two million 

. people died ot llunger. 

. 7. The choice of 11
1e Li\'otir:ible 

hbtorical moment (tl1e resu!t of 
the exacerbated con tr ad iction s 
among the· imperialist powers and 
the weakening of the French 
and the Japane~e) for l:ninching 
the general armed insurrection. 

8. The personal ability of I-lo 
Chi Minh, his genius . 

The histo1·ia11, ho\'.-evrr, does not 
content himself with those direct 
cau~t'~, \\'llich in his \·icw supplv 
onlv a ~urerficLil ans'.-.·er. He 
goes deeper tnto the problem by 
posing other que-sti<.lllb: \Vtut kind 
of a puty was the one wlilch le<l 
the August Revolution of '9f5? 
How had it ,Jcv<·lr>p:d since th:1t its 
birth in 19)0? \Vhy \M:IS it ti1a1 p1rty 
and not some oth! r ho111 geois 
partY which p:ave !eader->hip to 
the national rnove1ncn1? How d!d 
it link 1\1arxism tD 1::itionali;m' 
\Vhat was its S'll:bl ,·ornp~isition 
and its rel11tion~hips with oih,.,­
soc:i:il strat.1' \Vii:lt roles were 
p!~yer1 by the nati.111al minorilic>. 
the Bu,JJhists, the C!1ristians l 

\Vhat were th~ dur;icttri,tirs of 
the French colonie1l regime l Those 
of the anti-colonial movement as 
It evolved from the 19th to the 
zoth century? 
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However, in order to under­
stand the colonial period (1858 -1q+5) 
one must examine the pre-colonia! 
days. Henre another series oi 
questions: What »':JS the po]itico­
social regime of the Nguyen? 
\Vhy and how was that tiyrnisty 
defeated by the French? How 
was the French implant!ltion 
carried out? How had the Nguyen 
defeated the Tay Son peasant 
insurrection? In order to under­
stand the last phases of the monar­
chical State, one must examine 
the evolution of the royal regime 
since the country's liberation from 
the Chinese yoke in 939 and, 
before that, the tradil!ons of 
struggle since the beginnings of 
Chinese domination. Going still 
further back, one must study the 
characteristics of the iirst Viet­
namese St:tte, the period of the 
Hung Kings the founrlers of the 
countrv, the Bronze AP.:e and the 
D;ng Son civilization (thousands 
of years before the Chnstian era). 

The "4000 years of Vietnamese 
history", the backdrop of 1he 
August Revolution of 1945, are 
rn_arked by the constant JJresence 
ot a number of themes. Thomas 
Hodgkin re-examines and g_oes 
deeper into the ideas he put for­
ward in his article ''The Viet­
namese Revolution and Some Les· 
sons": the vii !age and its 
egalitarian ism, its relati \'e auto­
nomy (12), the existence of an 
intelligentsia bound to the people, 
the formation of the nation at an 
early date, hence a strong national 
consciousness, the revolutionary 
tradition resulting from the peasant 
insurrections, the role played by 
the scholars, the solidarity binding 
the sixty or so minority nationali­
ties to the Viet majnrity people, 
the interdependence of Vietnamese 
history with world history ( rela­
tions with other Southeast Asian 
countries, Chinese and Indian in­
fluence, implantation of European 
imperialism, liaison with , the 
Marxist Internation~l. support from 
socialist countries and progressive 
forces in the world), victory of 
Marxist ideology over Confucia­
nism and the bourgeois ideal, the 
c:u!t of the heroic founders and 
defrnders of the country. 

Of the ten chapters of the book, 
six are devoterl to the period JJre­
ce<ling the French conquest (1858) 
and four to contemporary history 
( 18 58-r9+5). 

Although a newcomer to the 
field of Vietnamese history, read­
ing neither Vietnamese, the n6m 
demotic script, nor classical Chi­
nese, Thomas Hodgkin neverthe­
le~s succeeds in mastering Viet­
namese historical material, turning 
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to good account the resuits of re­
cent research and acquainting 
himself with problems which have 
preoccupied Vietnamese historians 
for the last three decades, by cue­
fully studying documents in 
French and English and especially 
through his contacts and investi­
gations in Vietnam. His book is 
full of original reflecti.,ns which 
testify to profound historical in­
tuition. 

The choice of the central theme 
of his work-explaining the August 
Revolution of 1945 by the his­
torical past-is evidence of his 
i;cholarlv perspicacity. In the his­
tory of Vietnam he rightly distin­
guishes the following periods: 

207 B.C. to 41: Early phase of 
Chinese sovereignty. 

43-939: Period of full Chinese 
occupation. 

939-!0io: Period of post-libera­
tion conflict. 

I010-1428: Early feudal period 
(Ly and Tran dynasties). 

1428-1788: Later feudal period 
(Late Le dynasty). 

1788-18 58: Revolution and 
count<"r-revolution (the Tay Son 
and the Nguyen) 

His concern for nuances is ap­
pareut in this division. Thus, in 
his opinion, the period of Chinese 
domination began with a JJhase of 
relative autonomy (.w7 B.C. to 43) 
an<l then enteted a phase in which, 
following the Trung Sister1< defeat, 
the Chines~ grip was tightened 
(43-939 A.D./. The first feudal 
period w~s different from the 
second, ot which a pl-iase, which 
went from 1788 to 1858, is studied 
separately, owing to ifs impact 'On 
contemporary history. In the con­
text of ancient Vietnam, Thomas 
Hodgkin believes that the notion 
of feudalism is more relevant than 
that of "Asiatic mode of produc­
tion" for the period 1010-1858. He 
sets great st0re by the traditional 
cultural values, especially the cul­
tures of Dong Son, Thang Long, 
and the 18th century. In th:H spirit 
he .considers poetry to be an im­
portant source of docun:ientation on 
ancient historv, faithful to what 
he wrote in 'the Introduction to 
Ntgerian Perspectives in 1960: 
"There is also poetry. As Vico 
remarked, man is naturally a poet 
before he develops historical and 
philosophical forms of expression." 

On(" might regret that he doe5 

not give his views on the econo­
mic and rncial regime oi the Van 
Lang-Au Lac-Chinese occupation 
period, which lay between the pri­
mitive commune and feudalism. 
One might wish for a deeper 
analysis· of the evolution of our 
ancient economy, an agricultural 
and mercantile economy, which 
shou Id be the necessary basis on 
which to explain the political, 
social and cultural structures and 
changes. In fact one must say the 
same with regard to Vietnamese 
historians. whose work in this 
field has barely bf'gun. · 

Some errors of detail can be 
pointed out. Ho Chinh (page 18) is 
a name for the village elder, not 
for the chief of each of the 15 ho 
of Van Lang. On page 27, there is 
an account of a revolt by Muong 
people in the mountains of Ha 
Ti'nh in the 8th centurv. In our 
opinion,_ the date of the ·ditferen­
tiation ot the Viet from the Muong 
ethnic groups remains a moot 
point. Ju historic«! documents, the 
Muong in' the 8th _c~ntury mer.ely 
designate the adm1mstrat1ve d1v1-
sions or areas of. settlement of 
mountain·d welling peoples. 

Ly ~am De (page 26) did not 
withdraw to Hung Hoa (a name 
which appeared only at ~ Jat~\ 
date to designate a place m tile 
northwest) but to Khuat Lao (~n 
present-day Vinh Phu) rnountarn 
area. 

Emprror Quang Trung made his 
triumphant entry iuto Thang Long 
on the 5th, not the 7th day of Tet. 

The spelling Qf som<" proper 
names should be corrected: Van 
Thang Vuong. not Van Thong 
Vuong {E>age 3. ), Tran K.hanh Du, 
not Tran Khanh De (page S·). Vu 
Trac Oanh, not Vu Trac Danh 
(page SJ. 

Those minor blemishes, how­
ever, in uo way. detracl \rom the 
great merit of Ii ietnam: 7he Revo­
lutionary Path, a work of s~ien~e 
and faith. Says the author m his 
preface: "l believe in truth-and 
if my admiration and l~ve of the 
Vietnamese have led me into error, 
I hope my readers will correct 
me." 

We think, on the contrary, that 
his book will help correct many 
errors on Vietnam which have 
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been, lnten ti0nalh· or unwittingly, 
spread Ly some \Vestern his­
torians. 

HUU NGOC and 

PHAN HUY LE 

I. Vietnam: The Revolutionary 
Path, The i\1c Afillan Press Ltd 1981. 

2. Foreign Languages Publtshtng 
House, Hanoi. 

Reminiscences ... 
(Continued from page 13) 

rattan and creepers so that they 
could not be spotted from above. 

By damming a rivulet we crea­
ted a temporary reservoir from 
which water was piped through 
lengths of bamboo to wooden plat­
forms serving as wash stands for 
the delegates. 

Simple but clean and hygienic 
toilets were built with bamboo 
and \eaves. 

The service personnel also grew 
.a luxuriant garden of onions, cus­
tard apples which put out beau­
tiful yellow flowers right on the 
congress opening. 

All the other service also did 
their best to carry out to the letter 
the principle of simplicity and 
economy with regard to money, 
manpower, materials, etc., laid 
down by President Ho and the 
Central Committee ... 

To ensure maximum comfort for 
the delegates as warranted by the 
circum>tan.ces, we also organised 
the pumping of water by hand for 
the delegates. This job was at­
tended to by a section of the ser­
vic~ personnel itsc:lf. 

In implementation of President 
Ho's instruction, all of us gave 
particular attention to the security 
problem and strictly observed the 
slogan of "Three No's": see nothing, 
hear nothing and know nothing. 
The congress site was guarded by 
a battalion of the regular army. We 
also built a large air-raid shelter 
on tbe ground as bi~ as a hillock 
covered with trees. It was connect­
ed to the lodgings by an intricate 
system of communication tren­
ches. Also to ensure complete 
secrecy, no one except a selected 

.f. .)'usan Soniaf!: /ournev io Hanoi­
jul_v 1969 "Here history -is a11 imme­
diate interest, the u11derstandtng of 
which .ensures survival. Historv is 
lived and felt-it has nothing in ·com­
mon with the abstract exercise so 
often undertaken by Western inte/lec­
tualJ. " 

4. Thomas Hodgkin, "The Viet­
namese Revolution and Some Lessons " 
Race and Class, XV I, 3-75. ' 

5 ~homas Hodgkin. Nigerian Per­
spectives, Oxford University Press, 
2nd edition, 1975. 

6. "The V tetnamese Revolution and 
Some Lessons " op. cit. 

number of party members en­
trusted with food supply, was 
allowed to leave the congress site 
throughout its sitting, including 
the carpenters from the surround­
ing villages. 

~n the other hand, anyone who 
wished to enter the congress site 
had to go through a reception 
~ouse and a series of guard posts, 
m addition to being provided with 
a special permit from the "Marx­
ist Study Group" signed by a 
competent comrade. We also took 
precaution against forest fires and 
arson. 

All these measures proved very 
worthwhile: net the slightest i!l­
cident happened throughout the 
period of the congress sitt!ng. 

President Ho never lost sight of 
our work. Twice he sent repre­
sentatives to the construction site. 
Later he personally came to ins­
pect the construction. He paid 
attention not only to the congress 
hall but also th_e lodgings of the 
delegates and ot the service per­
sonnel. He not only met the lead­
ing cadres but also went to 5everal 
families of building workers to 
enquire about their living condi­
tions. He detected reddi6h marks 
on the bark of some trees and 
instructed the security service to 
inquire into the matter. At fir>t. 
we also suspected these to be some 
secret signs made by enemy 
spies but we later learnt from our 
own investigation and from local 
patriarchs that these marks were 
caused by a special kind of insect 
in the area. 

President Ho came to inspect 
our work at a moment when we 
and the carpenters were making 
furniture for the congress. Seeing 
the simple, modest but stylish 
sets of furniture made of bamboo 
an<;l timber, especially the chairs 

7. t·oi. 2, "Sclio!au and thr Ue;;o 
/uttonary Tradition: Vietnam and 
West Africa." 

8. "The Vietnamese Revolution and 
Some Lessons" op. cit. 

9. Vietnam: The Revolutionary 
Path. 

ro. "The Vietnamese Revolution and 
Some Lessonl " op. cit. 

JI. G Seebacher, Histoire litteraire 
de la France, Tome \', Edi/tons 
wctafes, Paris 1977. . 

r 2 "The Vietnamese Rei-olution and 
Some Lessons" op. cit. 

made of sawn and unpoli5he-i 
timber, the President said:" That's 
very good. They are both beauti­
ful and inexpensive." 

On another occasion, he sent for 
me and said: "Could you find for 
me a beautiful place at the con­
gress site to receive our foreign 
delegates?" 

I took the President to a place by 
tbe stream near where we had 
built a temporary dam to make an 
artificial pond. The President 
looked. quite satisfied witt:i the 
choice. lt was a spring day. He sat 
on a log beneath the canopv of 
green palm leaves through which 
filtered the warm sunlight. Uncle 
Ho's shadow was mirrored in the 
limpid water. The sight has left an 
indelible memory on me. 

By dint of great effort and 
thanks to close collaboration and 
mutual assistance we overcome 
all difficulties and completed the 
congress site after more than half 
a year's work. 

The congress delegates highly 
appreciated our work. Many dele­
gates, when asked to commrnt, 
said that the building style of the 
site was a happy combination of 
simplicity and comfort, of the 
traditional and modt"rn characters. 

For me personally, my greateq 
reward was that I was invited to 
attend the congress ll.S an unoffi­
cial delegate. This was a great 
l1onour in my revolutionary 
activities. · 

(An account br .Architect 
fl oang Nhu Tie p, recorded l>y 

Tilt Tap) 
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CHRONOLOGY 
November 16 - December 15 

November 

r6. Speaking at the debate of the UN General As­
scmb!v Committee I on November 16 Vietnamese Am­
bassador Vo :\nh Tuan rejected a~d denbun2ed as a 
sheer fabrication tile United States claim that chemic­
al weapons had been used by the Soviet Union and 
its allies in Kc1rnpuchea, Laos and Afghanistan in 
rtcent years. 

- Opening in I-bnoi of a conference of outstanding 
mothers of'19S1 250 mothers from all parts of the 
c·ou11try attended. ! 

17- Signir!g in Hanoi of a plarl for co-operation in 
book pu?licatioa and distribution for 1981-1985 be­
tween v ietnam and Czechoslovakia. 
. - Sig[.1ing in !\Io,cow _of a proroccl on co-op;c:ration 
Hl rn1!';1ca!. exchange tor a five-year plan period 
between Vietnam aud the Soviet Union. 

- Signing_ in Berlin of a plan of co-operation for 
1r181-1985 ol the J\Lnistries of Higher Education and 
Vocational Training between Vietnam and tbe Gcr­
m::rn Democr;1tic Republic. 

19. The State Commis~ion for SciFnce and Teclrno­
Jogy urganiu-d a symposium in Hanoi 011 how to 
ecollomisc on energy a!1d materials for production. 

20 .\ ttade protocol for 19'2 between VietnCJm 
and Hungary is ~ign<ed in Budapest. 

21. An il'ternaticnal seminar in solidarity with the 
Indochinese peoples was held i11 Havana under the 
. 111~riccs oi _the _\i"ro-As:an- L;!tin-Arneric:1n Peoples' 
Solidarity~ Org:1niz:ttion ('\AL_\PSO) from I\ovnnber 
19 tn /.!. _1\lr, ~1'-lba Hern:rndcz, general secretary of 
AAL.AP.'>0, expre';sed strong militant solidarity and, 
all- sided support for the three Indochinese peoples' 
3ust ca11sc. 

24. Signing in Havana of a co-operation in radio 
and tele~·ision between Vietnam and Cuba for 
1981-n184. 

- D;scussion held in Hanoi on scien1ific and 
tt'.'chnic31 co-operation between Vietnam and UNESCO 
(Cnited Nations Educational, Social and Cultural 
Organization). 

25. The fir~t conference of thr Judiciary is held in 
Ifanoi to study and to di~cuss the functions, tasks 
:ind org,rniiation of the juridical offices from central 
to regional levels. 

27. The Vietnamese Council of State ratified the 
conv~ntion on tile elimination of all forms of dis­
cri:ninallon ag:1inst women a,Jopted by the UN General 
A,serobly on, November 18, 197'-! and signed by the 
Vi..:tnamese Government. 

- The Soviet Union p~escnts Lenin'.; Complete 
\\'oo.;.: published in Vietnamc:se to the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam. 

- The Vict1rnmese Council of ~-tate decides to 
r'onfcr the Cold Star Ordc, on Soupha'1ouvow' a 
Political Bureau member of the Ce11tral Cl'rnmittec 
of the Lao People's Revolutionary. Partv, . President 
of the Lao People's Democratic Republic, President 
of the Lao People's Supreme Assembly and Chairman 
of the Lao Front for National Construction. 

28. The economic eo-operatinn de]Fgation rf the 
SweJish Government led by Gosta Edgren. Deputy 
Director General .?f the Swedish International Develop-
111e11t Agencv (::ilDA), paid a visit to Vietnam 
from November 19 to 28. 

_30. The Forestry Ministry held a seminar in ila 
~am Ninh to review 2c1 years of carrying out the 
Tel Tree-Plan/in{; movement in response to tile late 
President Ho Chi Minh's appeal. 

- The daily Nhan Dali tcgether with 
ture Ministry organizes a seminar on 
and the problem of clothing" to discuss 
of silkworms, and relevant policies. 

December 

the Agricul­
" Sericulture 
tl1e growing 

\ 

I. Signing of a treaty 011 goods ·exchang<" and p1y­
ment between Vietnam anJ Poland for 1982. 

2. Signing in Hanoi of a program en cu1turJI co· 
operation l:ietvveen Vietnam allcl Iraq for 1981-1983. 

3 Publication of a decree uu the examin,1tion and 
~ettlement of citizen's complaints and denunciations 
adopted Ly the Council of State on November 
27, 1981. 

5. Le Duan sends a meos:1g·,., of cungratulations to 
Heng Samrit1, new:v elected- General Svr:relarv of the 
Kampuchean People's H.evolu1io11ary Party "Central 
Committee. 

6. The Partv Branch of the '/ietn:Hne~e Armed 
Forces held a "conference of the ltJding u1dres to 
study the documenb to be prcsent::d by the Ce11tr:d 
Committee of the Party at tl1e _stlt Party (~r·11~1e;:s_ 

7. The Permane11t Committee of tlie CI'\' ot Hanoi 
ltclds ;: confere11ce of tlic leadil'g ca(Jre·~ of the whole 

·c:ty tu study the docume11ts to be presented to the 5th 
Congress ot ti1e Party. 

8. 1-bnoi: :-iy;nposium or1 apprenticeship and on 
:i,ruf~ssional orientations l!udcr the k:1der~hip of the 
(;-eneral Dep<ntrnent of l'rntcssionCJJ :'\pprentices . 

q. The Sccrrtariat uf 1he Cn11ral Committee of the 
c~f>\l i~:-1je~ a directi·;e- on prcp:tra~nr~· \·uni"crr·!' •, ~lT. 
<ill lc\'cis and un the electicm ui clelegatc~ tu tLc :;t\t 
Congress of the Pai tv. · , _ .·· .,.:, _. 

10. The 2ncl conference of the Vietnamese Asso°cif~'"'"~·, 
lion of Blind-persons is held in Hanoi. 

1i. At the invitation of the lT.S. Committee for Scien­
tific and Technical Co-operatioll with Vie:llam, Pro­
fessor ·Nguyen Ngoc Tran, Deputy Director of the 
Stale Committee for Science and Tcchnologv, and Pro­
fessor Vo Tong Xuan of Can Tho University, paid a 
visit to the U.S. from November 20 to December 11. 

12 Mr. Gala! Magdi, U.0J. Equ!pment Fund Execu­
tive Secretary, vi,jted Vietnam tram December 10 to 
12. A basic agreement was sigued with the Viet-
n:imese Government. · ~ 

- The Ministrv of EJ11cation and the Educational 
Division of the 'Trdde l..inion org~rnize a couference 
to sum up the initiativr~ aud exp,:rknces in building 
a contingent of guid :.rnd exemplary teachers 
from 1976 tu 1981. 

13. The Permanent Cum_mittce of_ the CPV of Ho 
Chi Minh City hdd a conterence ol the leading cadres 
of the whole city to study the docurcents to be pre­
sented to 'the 5th Congress of the Party. 

14. The Vietnam Federation of Trade Unions 
bsues a •latemeut welcoming the time:\' and neces­
S<HV measures of the Polish Council ~of State and 

'ext-lresses the close solicL!rity and slrnnc; support of 
tile working~class and peuplc •cf Vietr.1:1_:11 towards 
the Polish worldng class a:id people in their struggle 
to· safeguard the fruit of ~uc)alisrn in Poland. 

15. The first NationJl Competition of Traditional 
Renovated The~1trf' organized by th<:: '.\1 inistry of Cul~ 

·!•ire wa~ held ill Nam DiBh (lb :\3m "'.\inh province) 
from December 12 to 15 with about 200 artists competing. 
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Students of Pedagoi;y learning 
the Ede languaie 

Photos : VNA 

MINORITIES' STUDENTS 

AT TAY NGUYEN UNIVERSITY 

A corner of th• Tay Nguyen Uaiveni ty built 
11fter the total liheratioa of South Vietaa111. 

Fore1try •tudea h durin1 a 

course •• ferr" exploilatioa 
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