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9 - 1981 

OUR MONTHLY 

COMMENT 
(/HE non-aligned movement, founded at the 
'-to Belgrade Summit Conference, ts now 20 
years old. The Co-ordinating , Commttee of 
the Non-aligned Countries has decided to celebrate 
the 20th anniversary of the Belgrade Conference 
on J September 1981 at the headquarters of the 
United Nations. It ts a coincidence that 2 Septem· 
her is the J6th anniversary of the Proclamation of 
Independence - the National Day of the Demo­
cratic Republic of Vietnam, now the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam. In fact, the 20-year history 
of the non-aligned movement has been tn many, 
respects linked to the history of the Vietnamese 
people's struggle. 

In its ear~y days the non-aligned movement con­
sisted of only 25 member countries. At present it 
includes 95 countries and national ltberatton move­
ments, that ts two-thirds of the member countries 
of the U ntted N attons. The movement came into 
being during the tempest11:ous struggle of the peo­
ples of the world against colonialism and imperial· 
ism after World War I I, at the time when the Amer­
ican impertalists continued the cold war, and the sett­
ing up of mtlttary blocs, and forcec;I the newly tnde­
pendent countries tn thB Thtrd World to join those 
blocs. The refusal to jotn these military blocs and to 
"be aligned" is tit fact the mantfestation of the antt­
impertaltst spirit of the Third World. However tn 
the early years of the non-aligned movement, some 
leadtng mem~ers advocated "standing between" 
the two camps - the tmpertaltst and the socialist 
camps. They fatled to understand the dialectical 
relattonship between the defence of peace and the 
struggle against tmpertaltsm: tf genuine peace ts 
to be achieved there must be an antt-tmperialist 
struggle. So they considered the problem of" peace­
ful co-existence" as the central task of the 
movement. When the "Bae Bo Gulf Incident" 
occurred on 5 August 1964, the wd Summit Con· 
ference of the N on-altgned Countries held in 
Catro from 5 to 20 October 1964 failed to condemn 
the US imperialtsts; it on! y asked the countries 



February, a number of delegates, spcaktng for 
Washington and Beijing, raised the Kampuchean 
problem and demanded the withdrawal of Vietnam­
ese troops from Kampuchea. 

concerned to ''observe self-restratnt and refrain 
from taking any other action like/ y to tncrease the 
already tense situation on the Indochinese penin­
sula". Furthermore, a few months after the Cairo 
Summit, when the Americans started bombtng north­
ern Vietnam and sending their troops tnto southern However, the non-aligned movement, which had 
Ymnam, Yugoslavia and 16 other non-aligned warmly hatled a completely liberated and untfied 
countries appealt;d to the US and the DRV to Vtetnam U975-1976), refused to follow thts erro­
" hold unconditional negotiations" with a view to neous path and dtd not fall victim of an "anti­
putting an end to the hostilities in Vietnam. Such Vietnamese campaign" as our enemies wished. In 
rm appeal ts tantamount fn putting the aggressor New Delhi, the non-aligned countries flatly refus­
and the victim of aggression on the same foottng. ed to admtt the Pol Pot cltque and left the Kam· 
Naturally, tt recetved a cool response from all puchean seat vacant; they agreed to Vietnam's 
people of consctence the world over. As a result in proposal of withdrawing all foreign troops from 
the six subsequent years, the non-aligned movement Southeast Asia - including Chinese troops stattoned 
seemed to mark time, and even failed to hold any in some places on Vietnamese territory, American 
summit conference. But the ftght goes on and the troops stationed in the Philipptnes, and troops of 
struggle of the world peoples for tndependence has • some other countries tn Eastern Timor, Stngapore, 
gained more and more vtctortes in Asta, Afrtca Malaysia ... What is also worthy of mention is the 
and Latin Amertca. As a symbol of thts struggle. the fact that the non-altgned, countries agreed with 
Vietnamese people's resistancewaragainstUSaggres- Vtetnam on the necessity of holding dialogues tn 

ston for nattonal salvation shook world public Southeast Asia. Ii should be remembered that the 
opinion with the 1968 Tet offensive. The Third Foreign Ministers of the three Indochtnese coun­
Summit of the Non-aligned Movement held in Lusaka tnes have advocated many times the holding of 
in early September 1970 marked a great turning conversations between these three countries and 
point of the movement. Stnce then through the, sum- ASE AN countries with a vtew to building a peace­
mits in Algters, Colombo and Havana the move- Jul and stable Southeast Asta. 
ment has gradually asserted itself as the reflection 
of the struggle agatnst colonialism, both old and 
new, and against all forms of domination by foreign 
countries, stressing increastngly the necessity of 
setting up a new international economic order. 

The movement has overcome many obstacles 
placed tn its path by the tmpertalists, and, durtng 
the last 10 years, by the Beijing rulers. Allega­
ttons have been put forward to divert the movement 
from the right path, name! y the allegation about 
''rt ch nations " and "poor nations", with a vtew 
to confusing hight y advanced socialtst countrtes 
with imperialist countries; the allegation on the 
necessity to oppose "two superpowers" or to 
oppose" hegemonism ",and not to oppose tmperial­
ism. Quite recent! y, an allegatton was put forward 
about "returning to the inittal ob jecttves of the 
non-aligned movement " " the need to stand between 
the two blocs " ... 

At the meettng of the Foretgn Mtntsters of the 
Non-aligned Countries held tn New Delhi last 
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The Vietnamese people, in celebrating thetr 
National Day, are happy to see that, despite the 
numerous difficulties, whtch at· times seemed to be 
msurmountable, and despite the present manifold 
problems, the V tetnamese State becomes increasing/ y 
stronger and wtll attain its objectives: independ­
ence for the nation, and freedom and happiness 
for the people. 

Likewise, we celebrate the 20th founding anni­
versary of the non-aligned movement, encouraged 
by the fact that this movement is closely linked 
with us and that its progress, alihough at times 
discontinued, corresponds to the strong develop­
ment of the national ltberatton movement and the 
consoltdation of national independence on a world 
scale. The movement has had to underglr and 
doubtless will face many storms ratsed by im­
perialist and reactionary forces, but, overcoming all 
obstacles, wtll certatnl y grow stronger and 
stronger 

25 September i981, 
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The Road to Peace and Stability in Southeast Asia 

111. THE ONLY WAY 

T HE pJlicy of aggression and 
~nterventions of the imperial· 
1st and e.\'.p:ln~ionist forces 

not oniy plunged Southeast Asia 
into w.ir throtwhout the last fortY 
years but also"' constantlv set th'e 
countries ~~ the region a:_{ainst one 
another. l1S ititervention and par­
ticularly the CS war of ao-gression 
ag::ii.nst · Yietr1am hrought''·about a 
profo11I1d diffn2ntiation among 
the Southeac;t .\sian countries 
Right after the end of \Vorld vVar 
II, a nu'mber of countrie$ became 
l.1S neo-coloflfcs. The Philippines 
and Th1iLrn:i lJ:c>c:Jme full members 
of the Soutl1east Asian aggressive 
bloc (SEA TO) h<"aded by the USA. 
In 1967 ASEA0J was founded to 
cope with the victorv of the 
Indochinese re\·olution arid the US 
defeat. 

.. 
J.fkr tliC' L2.\ was compelled to 

end the war .ind withdn. w its 
troops fro;n \'ietn.1m and the 
Southeast .Li.111 rn.iinl:mJ the 
relations bet \\'"c,i tlje ASEA0i and 
the Indochinese countries have 
shifted l<J a new era. Normal 
diplomatic relations have been 
established or restored Military 
confrontation has basically been 
ended. Between 1c176 and 1978 in 
particul.ir, the rclati<lI1s between 
Vietnam, Lao.; and the ASEAN 
cuuntrit;s showed cncou:raaing 
.signs of progress and this als;o 'Was 
the period when the atmosphere 
of peace, friendship and co-opera­
tion between the countries in the 
.region was improved more than 
ever with nuny prospects to turn 
Solltheast Asia into a region of 
peace and sta JilitY. 

The situation, how,~v·er, has not 
developed as the people.;; in the 
region hoped for. Since China used 
the Pol Pot clique to wage a war 
of aggre:;sion against Vietnam 
from the son th west.' and sent 
600,000 troop-; to invade this 
countn from the nrirth while the 
Carter· A,Jrnin:stra:ion wcut ahead 
with the· "Chinese card", once 
again A~:lE\:\ has '>ided with the 
forces hostile to the Indochinese 
countries. As the balance of forces 
in the region has ch:mged in the 

post-Vietnam era. ASE.\:-J's opposi­
tion lies mainly in the political 
economic and diplomatic fields. 
ASE . .\.>J has been dragged by"' 
C!1ina into a campaign of economic 
blockade and diplomatic isolation 
with regard to the Indochinese 
countries. It has echJed the Chinese 
reactionaries' allegations slandering 
Vietnam as the cause of tension 
and instability in Southeast Asia. 

. They deliberately ignore the fact 
that tt1e lack of peace and stability 
in the region throughout the last 
forty years is due to the policy of 
aggression and intervention of 
impcriali.;m and the international 
reactiot1aries, while it is thanks to 
the fi1;ht of the Vietnamese, Lao 
and Kampuchean peoples that 
these destructive factors have been 
driven from the area and that the 
longest and fiercest wars of 
aggression caused by imperialism 
have_ been ended. The victory of 
the {'\.:lITipucheall pt:DJJie in over­
throwing the Pol Pot genocidal 
clique subsen'icnt to Beijing, the 
victory of the Lao people in foiling 
Ch ma's subversion and riot scheme, 
and the victory of the Viet­
namese people in smashing an 
aggression by 600,000 Chinese 
troops have saved Southeast Asia 
from the peril of Chinese expan­
sion. The root ca use of tension 
and instability in Southeast Asia is 
the Beijing reactionaries' collusion 
With lJS imperialism, continued 
policy of aggression against the 
three Indochinese countries and 
intervention into the internal 
affairs of the Southeast A~ian 
countries. The presence of Viet -
namese troops in Kampuchea at 
present arises from the request of 
the Kampuchean Government and 
people to cope with China's threat. 
Once this threat is removed, Viet­
nam and Kampuchea will agree 
on the withdrawal of Vietnamese 
troops, as was done twice when 
the wus of aggression by France 
:me! the USA were terminated. To 
dcnnncl a withdrawal of Viet­
namese troops from Kampuchea 
when ASE..\.'J support~ China 
threatening to teach Vietnam a 
second lesson and overtly stepping 
up its intervention and a subver­
sion in Indochina. and keeps on 
letting China use Thai territory as 

a "sanctuary" for the Pol Pot 
genocida I bands and other reac­
tionary Khmer forces against the 
Kampuchean people, is tantamount 
to strip the Vietnamese and other 
Indochinese peoples of their 
legitimate right to self-defence, and 
connive at sabotaging peace and 
st:ibility in this region. A number 
of rulers in the ASEAN countries 
also deliberntely refuse to face the 
fact that the present tension and 
instability in Southeast Asia is 
not bet ween the three Indochi­
nese countries and ASE.\N: It is 
indeed between China on the one 
hand, and Vietnam, Laos and 
Kampuchea on the other. Hundreds 
of thousands of Chinese troops 
are being mustered to prepare for 
a new aggression against Vietnam 
and the other Indochinese countries. 
The Beijing rulers have dearly 
stated that they continue to apply 
military pressure upon the In­
dochinese countries while sustain· 
ing the armed activities of reac­
tionary emigres from Kampuchea 
and Laos and of the bellicose 
elements in the Thai armv against 
Kampuchea and Laos. China has 
long since regarded the South 
China Sea as a Chinese sea, violat­
ing the rights of the exclusive 
economic zones and continental 
shelves of the littoral countries. In 
1974 China sent troops to occupy 
Vietnam's Paracel islands. The 
South China Sea is fraught with 
the dar,gers of Beijing expan­
sionism. On many vast tracts of 
Thailand, Burma and other 
Southeast Asian counHies, Beijing 
refuses to withdraw its support of 
thousands of rebellious troops 
engaged 'in subversive activities. 
Tension and instabilitv also 
persist in a number of 'ASEAN 
countries, particularly in Thailand, 
prone to putsches, and in Eastern 
Timor where innocent people are 
daily subjected to represslon and 
massacre. 

The situation in Southeast Asia 
at present shows that if there is a 
threat to the peace and stability of 
the region and to the security of 
Thailand and other ASEAN coun­
tries, this threat springs from 
the intervention of Beijing 
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expansionism and not from th~ In­
dochinese countries. On the contra­
ry, up to now the latter ~ave been 
the victims of aggressions and 
interventions by imperialism and 
the Beijing reactionaries. History 
has testified to the fact that the 
Indochinese countries have never 
aggre,sed ASFAN countries. On 
the contrary, Thailand has aggres­
sed Vietnam three times and 
invaded Kampuchea and Laos 
many times. 

In the US war of aggression 
against the Indochinese . 2eoples, 

· ASE AN sided with the U ~A and 
helped it to varying degcees. Thai­
land and the Philippines not only 
Jent their territory as bases for the 
USA to aggress Vietnam and the 
other Indochinese countries, but 
also sent troops to invade th~se 
countries. The ASEAN countries, 
particularly Thailand, Singapore 
and the Philippine!>, have been 
enriched tlu"ough serving the US 
war of aggression against the 
peoples. 

Nor does the cause of tension 
and instability in ~outhea~t. Asia 
originate from the ~oviet Un10.n or 
the Vietnamese·Soviet relat10ns. 
In the sixtv years of its history 
the Soviet 'Uriion has nev< r aggres­
sed any people in the w?rld. Of 
the five big powers which ~re 
".lermanent members of the uN 
Security Council the Soviet Union 
is the only rountry which has not 
been involved in wars of aggres­
sion against the Southeast Asian 
peoples in the paq forty years. On 
the contrary, tlie Soviet Uniun has 
always sided with the Southeast 
Asian peoples in their struggle for 
national independence and peace 
in the region. It is precisely tha~ks 
to the great S viet help and assi!'t· 
anre that the Vietname!'e and 
other Indochinese peoples have 
defeated the most savage aggres 
sors of the time, brought indep~nd­
ence to their nation and contnbut· 
ed to restoring peace in Southeast 
Asia. Therefore the relations bet­
ween Vietnam and the Soviet 
Union like those between the 
Soviet Union and Laos and Kam­
puchea do not threaten anybody, 
and instead they have contributed 
an important part to the inde­
pendence of the three Indochinese 
countries and to the peace and 
stability of the region 

At present, it ·is that between 
the Indochinese countries and the 
ASEAN countries there is no mili-
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tary confrontation like that hetween 
the Indochinese countries and 
China, but there are profound 
disagreements on the cause of 
temion and ir1stability in the re­
gion, and therefore on the measures 
to solve the Southeast Asian issues. 
Nevertheless between the countries 
of lndochinTl and ASEAN the 
must basic common interests in the 
peace and stability of the region 
are shared. In the immediate f u 
t ure there may be no possibility 
of set tliilg these disagreements, 
but common ground exists 
between the Indochinese countries 
and ASEAN to solve the issues 
of the region. Today the Southeast 
Asian peoples only have two 
options: to go on with, onfrontation 
and diktat as ASEAN did in the 
past two years, that is the road 
leading ta tension and crisis, the 
road followed by the imperialist 
and expansiouist forces in the past 
forty years to separate and domi­
nate ·our peoples; or to carry on 
the proces& of peaceful coexisten­
ce l:ietween Indochina and ASEAN 
begun and unfolded between 1976 
and 1978. The interests of the 
Southeast Asian peoples demand 
that evervbodv must strive to make 
the proc,ess o( peaceful coexistence 
between the two differing social 
systems a steady and irrev~rsible 
one. That is the road leadrng to 
peace and independence for each 
nation, to friendship and co opera­
tion between the peoples in the 
region, to peace and stability' in 
Southeast Asia. 

On the basis of the prmciples 
of peaceful coexistence, respect 
for each other's independence, 
sovereignty and territorial integrity, 
non-age;ression, non-interference 
in each other's internal affairs, 
<"quality and mutual benefit, the 
Southeast Asian peoples, in the 
first place Indochina and ASEAN 
should discuss and agree on the 
issues in the region with a spirit 
of mutual understanding, equality, 
mutual respect, non-coercion and 
opposition to any diktat from 
without. Southeast Asian affairs 
must be settled by Southeast Asian 
countries. This is the path that the 
European, Arab, African, Latin 
American countries and many 
others in the world are following 
to settle the issues in their regions. 
This path fully conforms to the 
spirit of the United Nations Char­
ter and international law. 

A number of ASEAN countries 
argue that they do not oppose. any 
dialogue with the lndochmese 

countries, but adamantly demand 
that the lndochine~e countries 
implement the UN Re~olution on 
Kampuchea and triat the settlement 
of the so called Kampuchea issue 
be a preconditiun to the settlement 
of the issues in the region and in 
the relations bet wt en Indochina 
and ASEAN. That is the path 
leading not to peace a~1d concilia­
tion but rather to servmg the ag­
gression and intervention of the 
imperialists dnd Beijing reactiona­
ries against the three Indochinese 
countries. The Kirmpuchean people 
have not sacrificed so much blood 
merely to change one diktat for 
an0•.her. Any resolution on Kam­
puchea without the participation 
and agreement of the only auth~n­
tic and legitimate representative 
of the Kampuchean people - the 
Kampuchean Revolutionary Peo­
ple"s Council - is worthless. The 
United Nations' maintaming with 
a majority of votes the .. seat" of 
the Pol Pot genocidal clique outcast 
by the whole of mankind is an 
act running counter to the Kam­
puchean · people, to peace and 
stability in Southeast Asia and to 
international law. Hence the UN 
Resolutio!'l on Kampuchea is illegal 
and without value. 

While the people of the world 
enjoyed peace, the peoples or Viet­
nam Laos and Kampuchea had to 
go through forty years of war. 
The three Indochinese peoples, 
therefore, have no greater aspira­
tion than to live in peace and 
friendship with other peoples, 
particularly those in Southeast 
Asia. Starting from that cherished 
and sincere as pi rat ion, a ft er the 
Indochinese peoples have let 
bygones be bygones, and are 
ready to d~velop friendly 
relations with the ASEAN 
countries. At present, while 
disagreements remain, the Indo­
chinese countries advocate tempo­
rarily brushing them aside and 
discus~ing with ASE.\N the issues 
of each side's concern on the 
basis of equality and mutual 
agreement to end the state of c~n­
frontation and gradually build 
Southeast Asia into an area of 
peace and stability. The proposals 
put forth by the Conference of 
Foreign Ministers of the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam, the LaQ 
People's Democratic Repuhlic and 
the People's Republic of Kampu­
chea in Phnom Penh, Vientiane· 
and Ho Chi Minh City are to be 
negotiated and agreed upon. W ?rid 
public opinion has clearly realized 
the Indochinese countries' good­
will and fair and reasonable stand. 

VIETNAM COURIEll 
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We patiently await a response 
from ASEAN. The situation in 
.Thafiand in th~ past days shows 
that to persist in following US impe­
rialism and colluding with Chinese 
expansionism against the Indo­
chinese countries does not bring 
peace and stability neither to the 
Indochinese countries nor to Thai· 
land and the other ASEAN coun 
tries. It is only grist to the Beijing 
hegemonists' mill. The re'volution 
of the three Indochinese countries 
may have to face many difficulties 
and trials but the greatest trial is 
over. No reactionarv force in the 
world, however gre~t it may be, 
can reverse the situation in 
Indochina today. 

CONCLUSION 

Forty years ago Southeast Asia 
was a secure backyard of three 
long-standing and big~est colonial­
isms. ·Since World War II South­
-east Asb is ·one of the areas most 
influenced by US neo-colonialism 

, and the largest area of expansion 
for Beijing hegemonism. Hence all 
the fierceness of the struggle i11 
SoutheH~t Asia between the two 
opposing forces of f he time, on 
the one side the forces of peace, 
national independence and social­
ism, on the other the forces of 
colonialism, militarism, impuial­
ism, expansionism and other reac­
tionary forces. 

The victories of the national 
liberation movement in Southeast 
Asia, in the first place of the 
Vietnamese, Lao and Kampuchcan 
peoples, have' brought complete 
collapse to old colonialism, badly 
mauled US neocolonialism and 
pushed expansionism one step 
back, turning Southeast Asia from 
a backyard of imperialism into 
the front line of the world 
people's struggle for peace. 
national independence and social­
ism. At present. the balance of 
forces. in Southeast Asia has 

(Ctmttnued on page JI) 
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MISSION OF CONSULTATION OF UN 
COUNCIL FOR NAMIBIA VISITS VIETNAM 

;JT the Invitation of the Gover. nment of the Socialist Republic of Viet­
c;l-t nam, a mission ef consultf11.ion of the United Nations Council for 

Namibia led b_v Noel G Sinclair visited the Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam from 7 to 12 August 1981. 

'The Mission was received by Vice-President of the Council of State 
Nguyen Huu Tho, and Minister for Foreign Affai·s Nguyen Co Thach and 
held substantive di1cussirnH with a Vietnamese delegation headed by Dtrectot 
Nguyen Thuong of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs Department for General 
Affairs. A joint communique was issued as a result of the talks. These are tts 
matn points : 

The Government of the Soctq._list Republic of Vietnam 1·eaffirms its prin­
cipled position of total support for the legitimate strugJ;le ~ bv all available 
means including armed strui? gle--of the Namibian peo pie for self determination, 
.freedom and genuine independence under the leadership of SWAPO which ts 
the sole authentic representative of the Namibian people. 

The Government of the Socialist Republic of Vietna~ and the UN Mis­
sion declare that South Africa's policies wtth regard to Namibia constttute an 
encroachment on the fundamental nattonal rights of the Namtbian people and 
a threat to international peace and security within the meaning of Chap'. er VII 
of the United Nations Charter. These policies include the stattontng Of far ge 
numbers of troops i.n Namibia and the comtructton rf militory bases; the use of 
these ba.1es to launch repeated acts of af!gresston against neiehbouring states; 
the increased repression of the Namibian ·people; and the determined efforts 
towm·dJ development of nuclear weapons u.ith the aHtstance and collaboration 
of certain countrie cou,fl!ed nil h the massive exploitation of reserves of uranium 
and other resources in N,1mtbia. 

The Government of the Socialist Republic of Vtetnam and the Mission 
consider that South Africa's obdurflte refusal to comply with United Nations 
resolutions and derisions has been made possible through the strong poltttcal, 
economic, dtplomatic 'and military support of certain Western p?wers, particu­
larly some permwent members of the Securif)' Council Thts has so far 
prevented the Security Council from tmposinf! mandatory sanctions a.!!ainst 
South Africa This support, coupled with the failure of the five Western powers 
who were the authors of the United Nations plan for Namibta to bring about 
the implementatfon of the plan which they themselves had initiated, leads the 
Government of the Socialist Republtc of Vietnam and the Misston to daub the 
true intention of the authors of the plan and to conclude that efforts to 
implement thts plan ha7.1e reached an impasu. · 

The Government of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam anti the Mission 
strongly condemn the activities of all foreign corporations operating in 
Namibia under tl.e illegal administration of South Africa. These activities 
cause massive profits to be accumulated by these corporations which in turn 
provide extensive financial support to the occupation regime, thus contributing 
towards its perpetuation. Such activities in Namibia, and also in South Africa, 
constitute a major obstacle to the achievement of independence by the Namibian 
people and lie behind the reluctance of the authors of the U nfted Nations plan 
for Namibia to proceed with tts implementation. 

The Government of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam and the Mission 
reaffirm that the struu;le of the Namibian people is for self-determination and 
against colonialtim and il/"egal occupattqn. They denounce attempts by South 
Africa and tts al!fes to characterize that strugile as part of either Ea<t-West 
confroritatton or of international terrortsm, thus distorttng and undermining the 
nature and purpose of the struggle of the Namtbtan people. ' 

rhe .lfisston expressed its gratitude for the firm and consistent position 
taken by the Government of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam wtth respect to 
the efforts of the Council in support of genuine independence for the Namibian 
people and expressed tts sincere thanks to the Government and people of the 
Socialist Republic of Vietnam for the warm welcome extended to it and for 
thetr :eturous hospitality. 
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SINO-VIETNAMESE 

THE n:sounding victory of the 
Vietnamese army and people 
under the command of Na­

tional Hero Ngo Quven on Bach 
Dang river in late 938 put an end 
to more than one thousand years 
of Chinese domination. A long 
period of national independence 
of the Vietnamese people subse­

,quently began. 

From the 10th century to late in 
the 19th century, the successive 
feudal dynasties in China, viz. Song, 
Yuan, Ming and Qing, all pursued 
the same policy with regard to 
Vietnam, a policy of expansionism 
and hegemonism. 

Under none of them was Viet­
nam spared from aggression, and 
before actually launching their 
aggressions, all of them resorted 
to diplomatic ploys aimed at intimi­
dating Vietnqm into submission 
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without having to resort to military 
force. 

Policy of the Song 

After reunifying the country 
dismembered by regional warlords, 
Dinh Bo Linh proclaimed himself 
emperor in 968 under the name of 
Dinh Tien Hoang. Two years later 
he renamed the countrv Dai Co 
Viet and breaking with a long 
traditicn which required a vassal 
country to adopt the calendar of 
the reigning Chinese emperor, he 
initiated a new calendar of his 
own. reign under the name of 
"Thai Binh" ((,real Peace) which 
was an expression of the strong 
independent will of the Vietnam­
ese people and also their firm 
rejection of the hegemony of the 
northern emperors. 

In 979 Dinh Tien Hoang was 
assassinated together with his eld­
est son, Dinh Lien, and an acute 

,court crisis ensued. A younger son 
of his, Prince Dinh Toan then 
only six years old, was enthroned 
as his successor. This sparked off 
a spate of subversive and annexa­
tionist intrigues from the hostile 
forces inside and outside the 
country. 

By now in China the Song over­
lords had mlified the whole country 
thus becoming the biggest feudal 
nation in Asia at that time. Little 
wonder they considered themselves 
the Celestial Empire with the right 
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to rule over all neighbouring coun­
tries. 

Detecting signs of the wtakening 
of the Dinh dynasty in Vietnam, 
the Chinese governor of Guangxi 
wovince bordering with Vietnam, 
sent a petition to tne Chinese 
Emperor saying among other 
things: "The king of An Nam has 
been murdered. \Ve may seize this 
occasion to conquer that country. 
We should not Jose this opportu­
nity ... " A high Song official also 
said: "An Nam is being torn by 
internecine fight. That's the will 
of Heaven. Now if we attack them 
by surprise, it would be like a 
thunderbolt striking even before 
they could stop up their ears ... " 
Subscribing to this suggestion, the 
Chinese Emperor put the governor 
in command of an invasion army 
to attack Vietnam by land and by 
iea. 

Before the invasion army crossed 
the border, the Song Emperor. 
however, sent an cnvov to tab: a 
message to Hoa Lu, the'n c,1pital of 
Vietnam (now Ha Nam J\inh prov­
ince). The message said: "China's 
relations with her subordinate 
countries are like those of a human 
body to the four limbs. \Vhen to 
stretch or contract the limbs is 
decided by the heart. If the blood 
stops flowing in an arm or leg we 
must administer drugs and when 
this proves ineffective we must use 
acupuncture until the disea.pe is 
completely cured. The same applies 
to the ruler of the world ... Now, 
all lands an,d seas in our empire 
already enjoy peace except your 
country which is too far off, 
comparable "to a toe or finger of 
the body But who can help feel­
ing pain when a toe or finger is 
hurt? Therefore, I need to throw 
light on your ignorant mind so 
that you may understand my 
saintly teaching. Are you willing 
to listen? No\v, the annual well~ 
wishing ceremony is drawing 
near, I wish you would come to 
pay your tribute so that I may 
enjoy good health and spare you 
from the humiliation of being 
reprimanded like a child with your 
face turned to the wall. If you 
don't obey I may have to chop 
you in to pieces and raze your 
country "to the gro11nd. Vv hat 
could "'.JU do then even if 
you repent? Do you wan~ to 
shed your dirty clothe!' and wear 
a dragon - embroidered tunic? 

FEUDAL TIMES 

Don't make yourself a criminal. I 
am prepa~ing charic•ts, soldiers and 
drums. It you submit l'll spare 
your life. If you disohev. I'm deter­
mined to punish you. "\Vhether to 
obey or not, to meet with fortune 
or misfortune, is up to you to 
decide. " · 

The ultimatam reached Hoa Lu 
after the que_en mother Duong Van 
Nga had ot her own will abdi­
cated the throne of her infant son 
Dinh Toan_ to the army comman­
der-in-cbiel Le Hoan who assumed 
office with full support from the 
people and army. Thus began the 
Former Le Dyna,tv. 

Soon after his coronation Le 
Hoan took co.mmand of the <:1rmy 
to resisr the Song aggressors. 
\Vithin a month he had \viped out 
all the land forces of the Song at 
Chi Lang pass, put to rout their 
naval forces on the Bach Dan<T and 
Red rivers and captured"' the 
Chinese governor. 

After the vidnn Le .l luan 
however, did 11ot tur~ his back o~ 
the aggressors but mairitai11ecl good 
neighbourly relations with the 
Song ~mperor. His foreign policy 
was t irmness in princi pie but 
flexibility in tactics. 

In 1009 the Le w.::re succeeded 
by the Ly clynast\· inaugurated by 
Ly Cong Uan. This period saw 
important achievements in all 
fields of na,ional construction: 
political, economic and cultural. In 
1054 the Ly king changed the name 
of the country to Dai Viet. 

By now the Song in China were 
threatened by invasion by their 
neighbours from the North. In the 
country, class antagonisms became 
more ancl more acu'te and peasant 
revolts broke out f11 several places. 
To save the situation the Song 
emperor and his chief minister 
had to carrv out some reforms 
which, however, only increased 
resistance from the opposition 
parties. It was in this context that 
the Song decided on a military 
venture in the hope of placating 
domestic discontent. They thought 
that a resounding victory in a 
punitive expedition against Dai 
Viet (Vietnam) would enhance the 
Song's prestige, put the lid on the 
popular· movement and would 
also serve as a warning to their 
northern neighbours. 
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In 1072 King Ly Thanh Ton 
died, to be succeeded by Prince 
Can Due, then only six years old. 
This Wali seen by the Song as a 
golden opportunity to invade Dai 
Viet. They made. active prepara­
tions for war. 

But all these activities were 
closely watched by the Ly. In io75, 
Ly Thuong Kiet, a talented gener­
al of Dai Viet, made a pre-emp­
ti ve strike at the staging base of 
the Song. He then moved back his 
army to form a defensive line on 
the southern bank of Cau river, 
now north of Hanoi. 

In January 1077, the main thrust 
of the Song invasion army was 

·stopped at the northern bank of 
Cau river. Following many battles 
in. February 1077 tlie Song had t~ 
w1thdra w to China after ace epting. 
the terms of peace set by Ly 
Thuong Kiet. 

Policy of the Yuan 

When Khublai Khan occupied 
China, the feudal class of the 
Han quickly surrendered to the 
invaders and collaborated with 
them in implementing a policy of 
expansion against neighbouring 
countries. 

In Dai Viet, the Tran dynasty 
which had succeeded to the Ly in 
1226 continued the national con­
struction wor'k started by the 
former. 

In r2 52 in his southern drive 
Khublai Khan occupied Dai Ly 
wh.ich is present-day Yunnan. 
Then he sent an emissary to 
Thang Long (Hanoi) to urge that 
King Tran Thai Ton ~ive his army 
access route to conquer the south­
ern Tong. But Tran Nhan Ton 
refuaed, knowing that to open that 
way to the Yuan army would 
also mean to surrender Dai Viet 
to its occupation. He not only 
rejected the Yuan request but 
also s_ent his army to help the 
southern Song put down the re­
volts in Guangxi leaving them a 
free hand in dealing with the 
Khublai aggressors in the North. 

Having failed to conquer Vietnam 
by .diplomatic tricks, in r258 Khu­
bla1 sent a 30,000 strong invasion 
army to Dai Viet. But this, too, 
ended in complete failure. 

From r26r to 1275 Khublai sent 
emissaries many times to Thang 
Long to demand submission on 
the part of the Tran king In 
March r275 he sent a message 
which said in part : " According to 
the rule& set down by our ances-
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·tors, the king of a vassal country 
must personally come to the im­
perial palace to pay his respects. 
He must also send his close rela­
tives as hostages, report on the 
population head-count, pay land tax 
recruit ·soldiers fer the imperial 
army and accept an imperial 
governor. Yet. for these 15 years 
you have not once come here to 
pay your respects to the Celestial 
Emperor and also have not fulfil­
led any of the obligations men­
tioned above. Your triennal tribute 
cannot compensate for these grave 
lese-majestes. I have tolerated you 
for too long in the hope you 
would one day see your crimes. 
Now I send my emissary to de­
mand that you immediately come 
to the imrierial capital to pay your 
respects. If for so'Tle reason you 
cannot come you must order your 
brother or son to come in your 
stead." Again the Tran rejected 
these demands. 

By 1279 Khubla\ had completed 
his conquest of the southern Song, 
thus extending his rule all over 
the Chinese territory. The Yuan 
reached the apex of its power. 

To ease the Viet-Yuan relations 
in 1281 Tran Nhan Ton sent one 
of his uncles, Tran Di Ai, to 
Beijing. Khublai made Tran Di Ai 
king of An Nam with a very insid­
ious plan of annexation. A high 
mandarin of the Yuan was order­
ed to escort Tran Di Ai back to 
Dai Viet and crown him king in 
place of Tran Nhan Ton. The 
mandarin took along an ultimatum 
from Khublai to the Tran king. It 
says in part: "You have always 
found one excuse or another to 
refuse coming when I sent emis­
saries to order you here. I intend­
ed to send a punitive army but 
out of consideration for your long 
allegiance I finally decided against 
it. Now as you sai<l you cannot 
come because of illness, I allow 
you to retire and look after your 
health. In the meantime, I have 
decided to make Tran Di Ai king 
of An Nam to rule over your 
subjects. Don't make your court 
and people panic, instead call on 
them to continue their normal 
business. In the event of any trea­
cherous rebellion of your people 
I will send a big army to massa­
cre all of you, and you alone will 
have to bear all responsibility. I 
send this message for you to 
inform your court and people of 
my decision. " 

But Tran Di Ai was intercepted 
by the people and army of Dai Viet 
as soon as he crossed the border. 
Frightened, he fled back• to China. 

However, Tran Nhan Ton politely 
welco.med the Yuan emissary to 
Thang Long where he was given 
rrd-carpet treatment even though 
his attitude was very arrogant. 
After some time in Thang Long 
he returned empty-handed to 
China. The Tran King was very 
polite but also very firm in reject­
ing the impertinent and absurd 
demands of the Chinese emperor. 

In late r283, the Yuan emperor 
again asked· the Tran King to 
provide food and soldiers for an 
expedition to invade Champa. The 
Tran not only refused to comply 
but also sent hs naval fleet to help 
Champa resist the common 
enemy. 

By now the Viet-Yuan relations 
had re11ched breaking point. In 
rarly 1285 under the command of 
Tuo Ruan the Yuan launched a 
large-scale invasion against Dai 
Viet. The whole nation of Dai 
Viet rose up to fight. After six 
years of hard but very courageous 
resistance, the Dai Viet people 
finally put to rout the 600,000-
strong inva~ion army. 

In r286 the Yuan emperor sent 
his emissary to Thang Long with 
a message which said : " One of 
your close associates, Tran Ich Tac, 
fearing for his country's fate and 
the life of its Inhabitants, has 
repeatedly but vainly tried to 
pere.uade you to come to our Court 
to pay your respects. Fin111ly he 
came on his own initiative to bring 
his own submission to the Celest·· 
ial Empire. Moved by his loyalty 
I have crowned him King of An 
Nam. Now I order prince Tuo 
Ruan to head a punitive army to 
pacify your country." 

Thus, the Yuan invaded Vietnam 
for the third time. It ended with 
the resounding victory of the Viet­
namese army on Bach Dang river. 
on April 9, 1288 which saw the 
destruction of all 500 war vessels 
of the invading army. The Yuan 
general \Vu ma We was captured 
and Tua Ruan fled back to China 
in humiliation. 

In r289 and again in 1292 the 
Yuan emperor sent his emissaries 
to Thang Long to demand that 
King Tran Nhan Ton personnally 
go to the Court to pay his respects 
to the emperor but on both occa­
sions the emissaries met with a 
flat refusal. 

Policy of the Ming 

In 1400 Ho Quy Ly overthrew 
the Tran dynasty and founded the 
Ho dynasty. 
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In 1406 the Ming sent Chinese 
troops against Dai Viet. To deceive 
the Vietnamese people they spread 
the news that tliey were entering 
Dai Viet to overthrow the Ho 
usuq=!ers and return the throne to 
the Tran family. A number of 
Vietnamese scholars, blinded by 
the Confucian precept of uncondi­
tional loyalty to the king, offered 
to cooperate with the aggressors. 
Within .eight months, the Ming 
troops succeeded in crushing the 
resistance and captured Ho Quy 
Ly and his son and took them to 
China. 

Then, the intent of the Ming 
was revealed in full to the people 
of Dai Viet. Not only did they 
refuse to return the throne to the 
Tran descendants but ordered the 
round-up and massacre of all the 
Tran family. In April 1407 the 
Ming Emperor decreed the renam­
ing of Dai Viet as Giao Chi and 
made it a province of China. This 
was followed by unrestrained 
looting of property of the Viet­
namese population by the occu­
pation army. Before the invasion, 
on August i1, 1406 the Ming 
emperor decreed the following to 
his general: "After entering ·An 
Nam you must burn all books save 
the Buddhist scriptures, and all 
printing plates, all other papers ... 
You must spare only those steles 
with Chinese inscriptions left from 
the past and must destroy all the 
other steles erected by the 
Annamese, not leaving a single 
character". 

However, this insidious scheme 
of the Chinese aggressors could 
dupe only a small faction among 
the scholars. The bulk of the 
population had seen through the 
wicked intention of the invaders. 
Rebellions against the occupa­
tionists broke out and soon took on 
national dimensions. In i419, Le 
Loi and his aide, Nguyen Trai, 
launched the great movement of 
insurrection against the Ming. 
After nearly ten years of arduous 
fighting the Lam Son insurgents 
finally defeated the Ming aggres­
sors and regained national inde­
pendence and sovereignty. This 
period of independence lasted 
until the end of the 18th century. 

Policy of the Qing 

The Qing feudal d}'.nasty was 
founded in i644 in Manchuria. 
Assisted by the Chinese feudalists 
of the Han nationality, the Qing 
emperors sent one expedition after 
another to annex Sinkiang, lnner 
Monglia, Formosa and Nepal to 
form a vast empire. 
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At the time of Qian Long's reign 
in China, in Vietnam the Tay Son 
peasant uprising defeated the 
feudal Nguyen overlords in 
the South and the" Trinh in the 
North then overthrew the COUJ t 
of Le' Chieu Thong, the last king 
of the Le dynasty. 

As Qian Long wa<; contemplat­
ing an invasion of Vietnam to 
serve as a springboard to annex 
other countries in Southeast Asia, 
word came that the mother of the 
Vietname~e king Le Chieu Thong 
and her suite were on the way to 
China to seek assistance in the 
face of. the onslaught of the Tay 
Son army. Qian Long ordered his 
subordinates to "make the best 
arrangements for her Ky and her 
followers whatever the cost the 
State Tre~sury may have to bear." 

Thus, under the pretence of 
coming to the rescue of King Le 
Chieu Thong, in August · 1788 a 
big army of the Qing under the 
command of Cun Shiyi crossed 
the Vietnamese border. Qian Long 
personally set out t?e. s.trategic 
guidelines for Cun Sh1yi aimed at 
mllking the most of the antag­
onisms between the Tay Son 
headed hy the peasant leader 
Nguyen Hue,. and the Le court. 
He decreed : "First, you must 
inform the Tran loyalists now 
seeking refuge in China of our 
imminent expedition so that they 
may gather the.ir forces and return 
to their countries for a confronta­
tion with Nguyen Hue. We'll wait 
for the outcome. If. the population 
of An Nam still love the Le, then 
we shall move in to give the 
loyalist a hand. In this event 
Nguyen Hue will surely have to 
step down. That would be t~e. best 
way. But if the people are divided, 
one half follows this f)arty and the 
other half that party, Nguyen Hue 
surely will refuse to retreat. Then 
we shall serve him the ultimatum 
and see what his re~ponse will be. 
In the meantime. our navy will 
cross the sea and land at Thuan 
Hoa and Quang Nam while our 
land forces will move down from 
the North. Caµght in a pincers 
movement "guyen Hue will have 
to surrender. Then we will 
dispense favours to both sides. \Ve 
will give Ngu)'en Hue the territory 
from Quang Nam southward and 
to the heir prince of the Le the 
territory from Roan and Ai prov­
inces north ward. We'll station 
our big army to control both of 
them." 

This was a very perfidious 
scheme aimed at permanently 
dividing Vietnam into two hos.tile 
regions, North and South, which, 

however would have to carry out 
all the 'orders of the Celestial 
Court. 

News of the Qing troops' entry 
into Thana Long without meeting 
any resi~tance quickly reached 
Beijing. But only 50 days later 
Qian Long received the horrifying 
news: the entire Chinese army 
had been decimated and put to 
rout by Nguyen Hue during a 
lightning campaign in the early 
days of the lunar year of 1789. 

This was the first defeat expt"r­
ienced by Qian Long throughout 
61 years of his reign and in the 
ten military campaigns he conduct­
ed against neighbouring cou~tries. 
In his "Records on My Ten 
Expeditions" written in 1792 Qian 
Long himself admitted tliat the 
1789 defeat was extremely humili­
ating for his court. 
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Immediately after this debacle, 
Qian Long formed another army 
comprising 500,000 men to prepare 
for a punitive expedition against 
Vietnam to save the face of the 
Celestiat' Court which was consi­
dered by any Chines~ ernprror 
as crucial for the survival of. an 
empire. However, hotl-i Qian Long 
and the commander-in-chief oT 
the in' a~ion army, did not I?~l 
high hopes in this second expeth­
tion because intelligence reports 
from Vietnam all mentioned a 
high morale and preparation 
among the Vietnamese army and 
people. The defeaded general Cun 
Shiyi also counsellea reconcil­
iation: "V/ith rrgard to Nguyen 
Hue the best way for us is to 
appease him." 

Qian Long was in a dilemma. If 
he listened to the advice of his 
generals and called off the expe­
dition, he could avoid another 
defeat. But then, what would 
become of the prestige of the 
celestial empire? It was in this 
state of mind that Qian Long 
received a report that Nguyen Hue 
was asking to renew h~s rel~tion­
ship with China and his emissary 
was 'already at the Nam Qu~n 
border gate waiting for permis­
sion to enter China. Qian Long 
could not have been happier. He 
called off the expedition and 
recognised the Tay Son regime on 
condition that in 1790 when he 
celebrated his 8oth birthday 
Nguyen Hue would come in. per­
son to Beijing to pay his tribute 
to the Celestial Emperor. 

Early in 1790, Nguyen Hue, who 
by then had been enthroned as 
Emperor Quang Trung in Viet­
nam, sent. one of his nephews 
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Hanoi's Vieivpoint 

AFGHANISTAN 
• ZS a Sovereign State 

TOGETHER with the c. Jamor­
vus campJig11 on the ~·prob­
lem of Kampuchea", the 
"problem of Afghanistan" 

has also been brought onto the 
stage by interm1tional reactionary 
forces, especially the US imperial­
ists and the Chinese expansionists. 
From the forum of' the "Inter­
national Conference on Kampu­
chea'' in New York, at the con­
ference of the EEC, and the sum­
mi't of seven largest capitalist 
countries in Ottawa, the Afghan 
situation was spoken about with 
words of pathos; ~pecial state­
ments and resolutions concerning 

named Pham Cong Tri to imper­
sonate him as the king of An Nam 
and head a 15q-men delegation to 
Beijing The delegation was 
accorded a royal welcome. A 
Vietnamese history book noted: 

"Never be'fore in the history 
of our tributary trips to China 
have our emissaries been accorded 
such amazing and glorious treat­
ment." It was recorded both in 
the National History Institute of 
Vietnam and in · the Chinese 
history books that everyone 
except Qian Long knew that the 
Nguyen Hue who went to China 
in 1790 was only an impersonator. 
Hrnwver this was almost certainly 
not the case. Qian Long, through 
his intelligence age11ts, must have 
known but in order to save face, 
ha<l to feign ignorance and accept 
Pham Cong Tri a;, the real 
Nguyen Hue. 

In the last years of Qian Long's 
reign, the Qing dynasty deteriorated 
rapidly as a result of rebellions, 
rampant sea piracy, and corruption 
of the mandarins. At the turn of 
the century, Western capitalism 
began to penetrate China. Follow­
ing successi\·e military setbacks at 
the hands of the British in 1840 
and the French and British in 
1860 the Qing emperor had to sign 
a series of unequal treaties with 
them. 

(Continued on p. JI) 

this country were adopted. But 
Afghanistan is not an ownerless 
country. The Afghan people, whose 
unique and legitimak repre­
~entative is the State of the Demo­
cratic Republic of Afghanistan, 
have outspokenly rejected all alle­
gations rlistortirig their country's 
situation and exposed the sch,mes 
of gross interference into the in· 
ternal affairs of Afghanistan. They 
have resolutely affirmed that 
nobody has the right to discuss 
and decide on problems concern­
ing Afghanistan without the con­
seut and participation of the 
Government of the Democratic 
Republic of Afghanistan. 

Gang5ters cannot play the role 
of saints! Over the last few 
months, the US imperialists and 
Beijing expansionists and hege­
monists have increased their aid to 
mercenaries and reactionary for­
ces to step up their work of 
sabotage against the DRA. The US 
openly declares its support for the 
armed aggression against Afgha­
nistan and considers the inter­
ference into this country's internal 
affairs as its State policy. Washing­
ton is increasing its military aid 
to the Pakista1li Government. The 
US has supplied the Pakistani 
armi:d forces with 4 squadrons of 
F.16, nearly 500 improved M.60 
tanks, a number of armoured 
cars, from soo to 600 pieces of 
artillery, thousands of anti-tank 
missiles, from 30 to 50 helicopters, 
many modern electronic devices 

·and 'so on. All this war equipment 
worth about 3 billioD US dollars 
will be brought into Pakistan over 
five years. Formerly, from r946 
to 1980, the US ga·:e this country 
4 billion and 800 million dollars 
in military and economic aid, a 
sum bigger than the total amount 
of money given to Turkey and 
South Korea during the <;ame 

'period. America military sources 
revealed that, in its turn, Pakistan 
allowed the US to stealthily send 
anti-aircraft and anti-tank missiles 
for Afghan rebels, in Afghanistan 
across the Pakistan border. Recent­
ly, the Reagan Ac!ministration 
decided to give another 21 million 

dollars to the Afghan reactionaries 
taking refuge in Pakistan. So, the 
US imperialists' aid for the Afghan 
rebels increases to 81 million do!~ 
Jars this year. In collusion with 
the TJS, China, Egypt and Saudi 
Arabia also give their money to 
reactionaries who use it to buy 
weapons to carry out ~ubversive 
and sabotage activities in Afghnis­
tan. The Chinese expansio'nists 
supplied them with mauy anti­
tank an·1 anti aircraft guns. At the 
instigation of the US and China, 
the Pakbtani armed forces have 
recently deployed many divisions 
and tens of battalions along the 
border with Afghanistan, creatrng 
dangerous tension there. 

The US imperialists and the 
Chinese expansionists are revealing 
themselves as the instigators in 
opposing the Democratic Republic 
of Afghanistan. They are waging 
an "undeclared war" against this 
country. The Afghan Government 
hai; time and again repeated its 
standpoint put forward in the tvfay 
14, 1980 declaration, stressing that 
it is the best way to solve problems 
concerning the Afghan &ituatlon. 

'The Sovirt proposals put, forward 
by p\esident L.I. Brezhnev on his 
visit to India and at the 26th Con­
gress of the Communist Party of 
the Soviet Union, are initiatives 
full of goodwill, indicating a real­
istie:, fair and reasonable way of 
building peace and stability in the 
Persian Gulf. The standpoint of 
the Soviet U nlon and the Demo­
cratic Republic of Afghanistan 
enjoy the sympathy and support 
of world public opinion.The schem­
es nurtured by international 
reactionary forces to reverse the 
situation in Afghanistan are into­
lerable and futile. The foundation 
of the National patriotic Front tes­
tifies that the Afghan people, uni~ 
ted as one, support unconditionally 
all the policies of the People's 
Democratic Party and of their 
Government and are determined 
to take the road they have chosen: 
lhe road of the April Revolution. 

No power on earth, no scheme 
of imperialism and expansionism, 
no imperialist allegation and slan­
der can divert the AfghaQ people 
from the road they have chosen'', 
the statement of the Foreign 
Ministry of the Democratic Re­
public of Afghanistan affirmed. 

NHAN DAN, August 5, 1981 
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MEETING THAI UNIVERSITY 

PROFESSORS AND STUDENTS 

I 
did not go to Thailand in ~earch 
of exotism: the rice fields that 
mirror the sun, the barn boo 

groves, the coconut palm, this 
Southeast Asian landsca pc is quite 
familiar to me. ·So is tbe scene of 
bustling market places, or villages, 
for if some Vietnamese . were 
among the crowd I could not tell 
them apart from the native popula­
tion. 

The Departments of Economic 
and Political Sciences of Chula· 
longkorn (Bangkok) and Chiang 
Mai universities had no intention 
of inviting me as a tourist. . For 
between those Thai universities 

·and myself, who went to Thailand 
as a delegate, so to speak, of Viet­
namese intellectuals, what is im­
portant is to renew contact and 
better understand each other. 
Thailand and Vietnam are almost 
two neighbouring countries. 
However, l::ietween Thai and Viet­
namese· intellectuals there has been 
as yet no contact. \Vhile the 
geographical frdrnework, or to use 
a fashionable term, the ecology of 
Southeast Asia is shared, history 

, has separated us and each people 
has followed their own way of 
development. 

One hundred years of French 
colonialization, followed by thirty 
years of war have ~epar11ted the 
Indochinese countries from their 
Southeast Asian neighbours. Impe­
rialist forces have dui; a deep ditch 
between these two group~ of 
nations, and. worse still, at various 
times have pitted Thailand against 
Vietnam. Laos aud Kampuchea. 
But it is clear that the great 
majority of Thai intellectuals has 
no responsibility in this unfriendly 
policv. They are also victims of 
the US strangle hold over their 
countrv and of the Chinese control 
over their national economy, and 
many of them have suffered from 
repression, some even sacrificing 
their lives because thev stood for 
changes in the coun'try's socio­
political structure. 

Todl1y history compels the Viet­
namese and Thai peoples to make 
contacts. establish ties. and pro­
mote dialogue. It is enough to 
follow events to know that peace 
and stability in Southeast Asia 
depend to a large extent on Thai­
land-Vietnam relations. Diplomatic 
and commercial relations are not 
enough. There must be contacts 
between peoples and mutual 
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understanding of the realities of 
each country, of the profound 
aspirations and the cultural pecu­
larities oi each side. On that plane, 
meetings bet ween intellectuals of 
the two countries can play a great 
role. 

Direct contacts are all the more 
necessary since, as yet, each side 
has known the other only through 
the channel of information pro­
vided by Western ag~ncies (AP, 
UPI, Reuter, AFP, BBC, VOA), or 
through books written in Europe 
and America. And· what is worse 
is that Thal intellectuals have 
studied revolutionary problems 
oniy through Beijing publications .. 

What was most moving for me, 
whether through the lectures given 
to college students or through 
exchanges with Bangkok and 
Chiang Mai professors, was the 
desire to get first-hand informa­
tion about a country so near geo­
graphically, but seemingly so far 
away by virtue of its historical 
evolution. Though I was bombardc 
ed with questions, I could see 
that the audience always paid 
great attention and showed an 
understanding attitude. I can even 
say that I could detect feelings of 
great friendship among some. 

Why are Vietnamese troops in 
·Kampuchea? ~hat have been the 
great stages of the Vietnamese 
revolution? \Vhat has been the 
attitude of Vietnamese intellectuals 
towards the revolutionary move­
ment? What is the balance-sheet 
of agricultural cooperation? What 
head way has scientific development 
made? And so on. Those general 
questions alternated with more 
precise questions on archaeologicai 
discoveries, on the history of 
feudalism and other fields in 
solial and natural sciences. I 
think that the time has come for 
fruitful meetings between the two 
co•..:ntries' specialists of various 
sciences to discuss nu nierous prob­
lems. 

At the time when the Beijing 
and Washington leaders try to 
fight the Vietnamese till the last 
Thai, meetings_ between intellec­
tuals of the two countries would 
certainly corMribute to easing the 
tension and µaving the way to 
peaceful solutions. 

July 1981 
NGUYEN KHAC VIEN 

V IETNAM lacks agricultural 
land, particularly for rice­
growing. Therefore on the 

existing area we must invest with 
an eye to intensive farming and 
crop multiplication; meanwhile 
the foremost task of land· reclama­
tion in the years to come is the 
opening up of more land to grow 
rice. · 

The Mekong delta is the key 
area of food production for the 
whole country which we must 
exploit in the coming five years 
to meet a great part of our require­
ments not only in food and 
foodstuffs for our people but also 
for export and raw materials for 
industry. 

Potentialities and the first 
achievements 

Compared with the Red River 
delta, the Mekong delta is more 
than twice larger and has three 
times as much agricultural land. 
Its rice area alone amounts to 
2.24 million hectares, or +81. of 
that of the whole countrv. Here, 
much waste land cart be turned to 
agricultural production, among 
which hundreds of thousands of 
hectares to rice-growing. 

The Mekong delta is provided 
with the most favourable natural 
factors (See Vietnal1} Courier No 
6-1981) to build a rich, diversified 
and stable agricultural structure. 
According to plan, we can in the 
long run obtain millions of tonnes 
of food, about 10 million pigs, tens 
of millions of ducks, hundreds of 
thousands of tonnes of shrimp and 
fish, and hundreds of thousands of 
tonnes of agricultural products 
like soya, jute, sugar cane.. Great 
poteq.tialities also exist to develop 
forestry, industry and the export 
market. 

However, there are also many 
difficulties. This is a large- area. 
exploited on an extensive scale and 
torn by more than thirty years of 
war. At present, production still 
bears many spontaneous charac­
teristics and a large area is still 
acid, or alkaline, salted or submerg­
ed. Little has been done so far to 
combat these characteristics or the 
threat from flooding. As for water 
conservancy big canals are few 
and far-between, and a system of 
small canals has yet to be built. 
Field - transformation is only just 
beginning and still awaits a pro­
gramme and plans for large-scale 
production. At the moment, as we 
have not yet ascertained the area 
and the soil of each plot, field­
management is still lax, land-use 
is not very efficient and the in­
frastructure (granaries, drying 
yards, sheds etc.) is greatly lacking. 
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AGRICULTURAL EXPLOIT A TI ON 
OF THE MEKONG DELTA 

Very little has yet been done in 
the agricultural sector as regards 
electricity, eni.;ineering, processing 
ol agricultural products, building 
materiab, co;nmunication and 
transp,rt. The transformation of 
agriculture is still at its first stage 
with only 6,% of the area collec­
tivized. I he agricultural population 
accounts for So,% of the total popu­
lation and agricultural workers 
74,% of the total labour force, but 
each agricultural worker contrib­
utes only 70 - 100 workdays a 
year, not to mention the fact that 
labour is unevenly distributed and 
mostly concentrated along rivers, 
roads a11d·. canals. The district and· 
grasstoot levels which have an im­
portant role to play are still very 
weak in many aspects, 

Among the above - meationed 
shortcomings, some can be rapidly 
overcome suc:h as field-manage­
ment and the building of small 
and medium projects, but others 
such as ihc homogeneous agro­
industrial and socio-cultural strUC· 
tu re, the building of big projects 
will require a longer time and 
need to be gradually resolved". One 
important thing we mu:,t stress is 
that although we cannot remove 
all the hindrances in the present 
circumstances, we are able to 
develop agricultl1ral production 
tapidly while building up the 
countryside of the Mekong delta. 

Over the past five years, in spite 
of their shortcomings in guiding 
agricultural development - th~ 
failure to use land. water anti 
lapour effectively, the subjective 
and scattered character of prog­
rammes and plans, the inadequate 
use of the existing conditions for 
appropriate forms of intensive 
farming, crop multiplication and 
acreage expansion, the undue 
attention to industrial and food 
crops, the disregard for stock­
breeding, -nc vertheless the people 
in the Mekong delta have striven 

(1981 -1985) 

NGUY KV NGOC T RIU 
Minister of Agricull ure 

to take agriculture .a big step for­
ward through the multiplication 
of 9rops, the reclamation of land 
and the increase of paddy yield 
by more than one million tonnes 
as compared with 1975. That is an 
important achievement. What is 
more important. however, is that 
through the practice of production 
we have drawn experiences in 
many fields such as the laying of 
crops, plants and seeds, the defin­
ing of the production cycle, the 
realization of intensive farming, 
crop multiplication and land recla­
mation. In many places successes 
have been scored in crop multi­
plication and intensive farming 
thanks to a clever us·e of the 
favourable conditions of weather, 
climate and particularly water in 
the rainy season, the appropriate 
laying of seeds and crops, the 
rational exploitation of water. the 
extensive use of new short growth 
rice strains with high yield... In 
many places two or three crops 
have been grown instead of one 
as in the past, and the arc a expand­
ed for winter - spring rice and 
summer-autumn rice, thus obtain­
ing 4-5 t0nnes per hectare for 
one crop. Soya has developed fairly 
well in many places as have other 
industrbl and subsidiary crops. 
The building of State farms special­
izing in rice-growing has been 
successful So have the raising of 
pigs to get manure, the use of 
dung, garbage and green fertilizer. 
The material and technical base in 
agriculture has been strengthened. 
The level.and ability of managerial 
organization to guide agriculture 
in the di~trict and the grassroots 
has been raised. The policies to 
encourage production have begun 
to bear fruit. 

These are the concrete results oi 
our great potentialities. Therefore, 
if we know how to bring these 
potentialities into full play we can 
exploit them more rapidly, thor­
oughly and efficiently. 

Orientation of agricultural 
development in the coming 
five years. 

In tht long run we must build 
the Mekong delta up into a multi­
faceted developing agro-industrial 
area while building a new socialist 
countryside. ' 

For the 1981 - 1985 five-year 
plan the Government Council has 
deci?ed that "In agricultural pro­
du~t1on we must provide adequate 
guidance and investment to exf!loit 
the &reat potentialities of the Me­
kong delta and make it the key 
area for food and foodstuffs in the 
whole country." 

ln implementation nf this direc­
tive, the exr:loitation of the Mekong 
delta in the years to come must 
fulfil the following main tasks: 

1. To concentrate on the prorluc­
tion of foods and foorlstuffs, rice 
in the first place, so as to contrib­
ute to solving, in the main, the 
food problem for the whole 
country. 

2. To vigorously develop agri 
cultural products and raw mater­
ials tor industry, with an eye to 
some major plapts: soya, jute, 
sugar-cane, pine-apple, banana ... , to 
expand subsidiary crops and boost 
the raising of ducks, pigs, fish ... 

3. To strengthen the material 
and technical base in agriculture 
to serve the immediate tasks while 
preparing conditions for a vigorous 
development in the years to 
come. 

+· To complete the socialist trans­
formation of agriculture with 
appropriate forms, consolidate the 
existing State farms and build new 
ones. 

5. To develop production in 
conjunction with the people's life, 
to develop culture, to gradually 
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At the agricultural technical centre of the Mekong Delta 
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imp1 ove public amenities, and to 
build a new countryside. 

Fotlowing the above-mentioned 
orientation therefore. we must look 
after both farming and stock­
breed1ng, efficiently carry out 
intensive farming, crop multiplica­
tion and land reclamation, develop 
vigorously and all-sidedly agricul­
ture in the Mekong delta. This is 
a most important tatget of the 
1981~1985 five-year plan as regards 
agricultural development for the 
whole country. 

The exploitation of the Me­
kong delta requires taking fun· 
~mental meas11res c;oncerning 
the programmes and plans of 
development - the building .of the 
material and technical bas-:: to 
serve production, the transforma­
tion of agriculture and the build­
ing of the district into an agro­
industrial unit, the redistribution 
of !about, and the raising of labour 
productivity. the policies, the 
redeploymer1t of cadres ... Here are 
the main problems: 

Ftrstlv, to deligently work out 
prog~ammes and plans for the 

12 

dev:lopment of agriculture and 
forestry. We must revise the 
programme for each district and 
pr,0vince while drawing up five­
year and annual plans. \Ve must 
make concrete· programmes for 
each small area and production 
base, and, on this basis, reorganize 
production bases, the structure of 
plants. the rotation of crops, inten­
sive farming, crop multiplication, 
stock-breeding, plant and animal 
strains. The pace of development 
for each area has to be set in order 
to link stock-breeding to farming, 
agriculture to industry, commu­
nications and transport, distribu­
tion and circulation, cultural and 
social development. In working out 
programmes, beside the solving of 
urgent economic requirements, we 
must seek to preserve our natural 
re~ources and ecological balance. 
We must m3'1age and use the land 
according to a plan, and put an 
end to its wasteful u~e. 

Secondlv, to strictly implement 
technical measures to ~erve pro­
duction In the years to come, we 
must first of all make full use of 
the economic an.i natural condi 
tions in this area while judiciously 

... 
investing material and technical 
means to boost intensive farming 
crop mulfiplication and acreag~ 
expansion, advancing agricultvral 
production, particularly of more 
rice and soya. As regards water 
conservancy, together with survey­
ing, designing and building major 
works, we must profit by favour­
able natural conditions to erect 
small anci medium works so as to 

·serve irrigation. drai11age, keep 
fresh water, and combat saltiness, 
acidity, alkalinity, floods .... 

We must pay due attention to 
researching and managing seeds 
propagating the five rice strains 
recognized as the best, highly pro­
ductive, pest-resistant, inured to 
alkalis, salt and water. Care should 
be taken to look for a variety of 
floating rice. We must have a plan 
of cross-breeding and selection to 
rapidly obtain good strains of 
plants and animals. 

Regarding fertilizers, experience 
has shown that dung is important• 
because stock-breeding has great 
potential in the delta. Besides, we 
must make full use of other kinds 
of manures, such as green fertilizer, 
silt, stubble ploughed up and buried , 
in the soil ••• 

Regarding engineering and agri­
cultural mechanization, there are 
a good many agricultural machines 
here. Therefore we must count 
and sort them so as to know the 
degree of. mechanization in each 
place and take measures to use 
them efficiently. Together with 
boasting mechanization we must 
increase the herd of draught 
buffaloes and 'Jxen to plough all 
the cultivateri acreage. 

Scientific and technical research 
must be harnessed to rapidly apply 
technical achievements in produc­
tion together with the practical 
experience of the people. 

Thtrdly, to set great store by the 
building of the infrastructure, 
communications and transport, the 
network of distribution and cir­
culation in the service of agricuJ._,. 
ture. Those are most important 
links bearing directly on produc­
tion. We must draw up a prog­
ramme and gradually build a 
system of . communications and 
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transport stretching over thl" area 
and linked to major economic cen­
tres, concentrating particularly on 

, the system ,of roads and ports 
with their loading and unloading 
and storage facilities. The system 
for the purchase of agricultural 
products, the supply of materials 
to production and construction of 
consumer goods to the people. 
especially in remote places and 
new economic zones, has to be 
improved. The processing of agri­
cultural products and foodstuffs 
for export while importing more 
materiars and equipment for agri· 
culture needs to be s,tudied. The 
production of building material' 
for the construction of production 
bases, amenities and houses for the 
people needs to be steppe.9 .~ f,. 
plan to boost the electricity net­
work to efficiently serve produc­
ion should be drawn up. 

Fourthly, to make a step forward 
in the redistribution of Jabour and 
rai~ine: of productivity. In the im­
mediate future, we must use 
labour on the spot by redeploying 
manpower in the' area with a set 
target of 200 workdays a year; at 
the same time, we must devise a 
plan to bring in labour for State 
farms a.nd areas lacking in man­
power. 

fifthly, to safofactorily imple­
ment the socialist transformation 
of agriculture in an active and 
steady way, strive to achieve co­
operativization in the Mekong 
delta within a relatively short 
period with production groups as 
the main form at present. At the 
same timF, we must pay due atten­
tion to defining regulations for 
the management of production 
groups and cooperatives, raising 
their management level, and con­
solidating and promoting their 
role . 

While g1vmg guidance to the 
development of production and to 
the socialist transformation of 
agriculture, we should not lose 
sight of the building of a new, 
so~ialist countryside. The pro­
gramme of building the new coun­
tryside, in the first place its de­
mographic aspect, must conform to 
the programme of production. We 
must use a system of two-way 
exchange to supply building rna­
tuials to the people and guide the 
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FIVE YEARS OF .DEVELOPMENT 

OF RURAL COMMUNICATIONS 

AND TRANSPORT IN PHU KHANH 

DUE to its natural conditions. 
Phu Khanh province has a 
great possibility for develop­

ing agriculture, fishit\g, forestry 
and building materials. To meet 
these '1requiremt'nts it needs a 
comprehensive network of com­
munications a11d transport. How­
ever. before liberation. it had only 
410 kilometres of roads, or o,6 
metre per hectare of farmland. 
All the communes in the highland 
and half in the plain had no mo­
tor roads while all the roads link­
ing the plain to the mountain 
regions were destroyed beyond 
repair. Traffic was greatly ham­
pered, particularly in the border­
land, agricultural region"' and 
areas inhabiter! by ethnic mino­
rities. 

After liberation, together with 
healing the wounds of the war, 
Phu Khanh is keen on developing 
its network of rural roads,regard­
ing it as one of the principal 
means of economic development. 
The policy of the province is to 
urgently update the existing net­
work of cornm1mication :md trans­
port. to develop the rudimentary 

latter in building houses according 
to plan. We must have a plan of 
construction to gradually build 
public works such as hospitals, 
schools, creches. kindergartens, 
cultural centres, not to ·mention 
the three basic works of rural 
hygiene: toilets, bathrooms, and 
wells. Due attention must be paid 
to developing cultural and educa­
tional facilities, literature and the 
arts, gradually giving the people a 
better life, particularly in the 
newly-opened areas which are 
beset with many difficulties. 

Lastly, to satisfactorily solve the 
problem of organization and cad­
res, the problem of policies and 
building the district into an agro­
industrial unit. These are most 
deC:isive links. Together with form-

and improved means of transport; 
to rationally redistribute the for­
ces of transportation in order to 
meet the requirement of transport 
of goods ·and passengers, to build 
and repair the roads linking 
various provinces. This will link 
the mountain regions and new 
economic areas, the hamlets and 
communrs and the roads leading 
to the fields In order to "release 
the shoulders," that is to suppress 
the means of transport using 
shoulder pole and two baskets 
which Is still fairly wide-spread, 

In t~e last five years. Phu Khanh 
has ouilt a new network of rural 
communications according to the 
principle of "utilizing mainly the 
labour of the local popuh<ltlon, the 
materials found on the spot and 
sim,ple techniques." In 1Q76-
1977, Roads No.!, No. 3, No.6, 
No.7 connecting Phu Khanh with 

. various provinces and the road to 
· Phu Lam, destroyed 'during the 

war, were restored. The province 
also built new roads leading to 
forlTler revolutionary bases; to 

(Co~ttnued on p. 27) 

ing, fostering and using satisfac­
torily existing cadres, we must 
rapidly strengthc-n their ranks in 
both quality and number to fulfil 
the new tasks. We must set great 
store by, and strengthen, the dis­
trict and grassroot levels, satisfac­
torily implement the existing poli­
cies and at the same time comple­
ment them with new policies to 
encourage production in this area. 

In following the above-mention­
ed orientations and implementing 
the aforesaid tasks and measures, 
the plan to develop agriculture in 
the Mekong delta between 1981 
and 1985 will certainly be fulfilled 
and bring about a decisive turn in 
the exploitation of this prime 
agricultural area of the whole 
country. 
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SIX 

AGRICULTURAL 
REGIONS 
MEKONG 

IN THE 
DELTA 

I
N the present soil a11d water 

conditions, the Mekong river 
ddta is di ided illlo six agri 

cultural regiu·:s to faci 11ate < ulti­
vation of crop' .1ud a im.tl hus­
bandry, a11d to dnelop the stre,,gths 
and ove1Lor11e tl1e Wtak1.esse::. of 
each regiu11. 

Regton I: HJving fresli water all 
the year :-ound 

Thb lir s· between t11e T1e11 ( \n­
ti;ner) _River and the Hau (P<>ste 
nor) R1 ·er, the ba k~ "f which are 
i:iost fe~·tii.e an I olfer great irriga· 
hon fac1!11ie>. Thert: the peasa11ts 
have rich experience in the grow. 
ing of rice, fruit trees. mu·lberrv. 
and the rearir1g of µigs and fhh. 
It pos'c sses quik good material 
and technir al bases such as small 
mechanical eyui;:iment high tension 
lines, favourable conditions for 
communications and transport. 

In recent years, it has become a 
high yield rice producing area 
which can obtain annually 8 - 10 
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tonnes of rice per. hectare. It is 
provided with a good sy~tem of 
multiplication of new strains, a 
plant protection station. and an ef­
ficient veterinary and engineering 
net work. It is the first region to 
carry out agricultural transforma­
tion. In 1980. it began to grow 
soya on ricefields. This region can 
go in for intensive culture to in­
crease rice production on almost all 
its land and crop rotation of rice 
and soya, green bean. black bean, 
.iute, maize, sorghum, sweet potato; 
tht r~aring of pigs, ducks and fish 
has also ieveloped rapidly. 

This region is most favourable 
for the gro.wing of soya, a crop 
havrng an economic importaPce 
second only to rice. Soya can he 
grown.there ext nsively_ after the 
harvest of floating rice, i11 one or 
two crops in rotation with rice on 
high lying land~ along river banks; 
two rice crops and one soya crop 
can he grown 'in high-yield rice­
fields Which are late in being sub­
merged bv water. 

I rees producing fruit for export, 
mainly CO• onuts and bananas, 
~ugar canes. mulberry and water 
melon can be grown on islands 
and along the river banks in this 
region. 

Region I I: Saltne sot! 
The coastal regions of the prov­

ince~ of Long An, Tien Giang 
Ben Tre, Cuu Long and Hau Giang 

l 
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and of the districts of Vinh Loi 
Gia Rai, Phuoc Long (Minh Hai 
province) are submerged by saline 
water every year, but they are 
rich in alluvial soil. Almost all 
these regions grow only one rice 
crop a year, but owing to the use 
of high-yield rice strains and the 
low density of the population who 
farm 4';000 square metres of land 
each, they are the main rice-grow­
ing areas in the Mekong delta. 
The trend of development of these 
regions is i 11 tensive farming of <;me 
crop of 10th lumir-month rice. 'By 
u'ir1g short-growth strains of high 
yield to· avoid the invasion of sa­
line water, .and raising the percent­
a~e of nitrogen and phosphorous 
fertilizers. a yield of 4 - 4.6 ton,s 
Per hectare can be obtained over 
a large area. Thanks to an early 
harvest and the rains falling at the 
end of the wet season and addi­
tional irrigation, it is possible to 
also grow l·eans, and sweet pota­
toes Attention will be µaid to 
the growing of rice strains par­
ticula to the region destined for 
export. a11d the development of 
prodm ts of the coastal areas s'.1ch 
as coconut, jute. dvcks, fish, 
shrimps 

Region III: Acid-rnline .sot! 
Between the Cai Lon river and 

Ganh Hao river in the districts 
of An Bien and Vinh Thuan (Kien 
Giang province) a!1d Hong, Dan 
district, Ca Mau town to the south 
of Minh Hai province, is a region 
of saline and aluminous soil. It is 
rich in organic substances and 
receives an abundant rainfall 
(z. mo - 2,~00 mm per year), and 
h~s many.forests and vast virgin 
lands for clearing. . 

It is an important region of 
intensive cultivation of one rnth­
lunar month rice crop. in which 
farm ng rrethods similar to those 
in Region II are used, and canals 
are dug to wash alum Besides, it 
is a rich ecologica' region which 
needs to he protected. studied and 
developed: the coastal region of 
mangroves "teeming with fish and 
shrimps", the region of" cajuputs" 
(U Minh forest), the region abound­
ing with birds, and products· of 
fresh water, saline water and 
brackish water, the region of 
"rice, beans and vegetables" rich 
in organic substances. 

Region IV: Slightly alkaline soil 
The area from the Cai Lon river 

to the Rach Gia - Long Xuyen 
canal in the provinces of Hau 
Giang. and Kien Giang is a vast 
low-lying land of slightly alka­
line soil containing abundant or­
ganic substances; it has large fa~m­
lng potentialities but its explfl1ta­
tion is hampered by floods. The 
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THE peasants of the Mekong del­
ta and southern Vietnam in 
general - victims of the per­

fidious policy of concentrating 
the population in strategic hamlets 
pursued by the US-puppet regime;­
lived a most desperate life. They 
tJ>ere forceJ to leave their native 
villages to live concentrated like 
prisoners : their movement was put 
under tight control. Penned up 
in these artificially created centres, 
they had to go every day to re­
ceive their ration of rice from the 
puppet· administration. 

After \liberation, they were en­
abled hy the revolutionary govern­
ment to return to their native 
villages. They rebuilt their homes 
and rearranged their fields to 
restore production. 

In clearing the bombs and shells 
left by the enemy, many of them 
were ·killed, but they did.not flinch 
from their task of rebuilding their 
communities. 

They have been encouraged by 
the population of the whole coun­
try who gave them staunch support. 
From the North, they received 
draught animals and,tractors, farm 
implements and seeds. A great 
number of scientific workers and 
technicians also came from the 

flood water is not deep (o 5 - r.5 
metres) but it abates slowly. That 
is why the· local population is in 
the habit of growing two crof>s oL 
long-growth floating rice. This 
region is abundant in rice but the 
yield is low. To exploit this region 
it is necessary to dig irrigation 
canals to draw alluvial water from 
the Posterior river and prevent 
flood water from overflowing Cai 
San road. The completion of this 
work will make it possible to shift 
the growing of floating rice to that 
of transplanted short growth rice. 
Besides, jute, sweet potato, sugar 

· cane and ·coconut trees can be 
planted. 

Region. V: Waterlogged alkaline 
soil of the Long Xuyen quadrangle 

The characteristic of this region 
is aluminous s'oil submerged in the 
flood season and alkaline in the 
coastal region. Its development 
consists in speeding up lanrl clear­
in~ in the area from Vinh Te 
canal to Cai Son and setting up a 
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FIVE YEARS OF AGRICULTURAL 

DEVELOPMENT 

IN THE MEKONG DELTA 

North to helR the South, particu­
larly the Mekong delta area. 
Agricultural schools, from grass-· 
roots level to higher education, 
have been opened to train local 
cadres so that they can directly 
serve their native land. An exten­
sive network of farms, research 
centres, managerial offices, stations 
for the repair of farf!I tools and 
production of· seeds has been 
built and already given good 
results. 

In the. last five years, the peas­
ants in the South, particularly in 
the Mekong delta, have made 
astonishing progress. Giving up 
their habit of growing only one 
rice crop per year, the pe>asants in 
the Mekong delta now grow two 
main crops: the winter-spring and 
the summer-autumn crops. 

From 189,000 hectares in 1976, 

large state farm. The work begins 
with the growing of floating rice 
which will be shifted to the [HOW­
ing of the roth lun'ar-month rice 
and multiplication of crop as soon 
as the irrigation network develops. 

Region VI: Thap Muoi Plain and 
environments 

Its soil contains rich organic 
. substances, but farming is hindered 
by heavy flood and aluminous wa­
ter. Most of the region grows 
floating rice (with selected seeds); 
it will develop with the multiplica-

.. tion of rice crops grown along the 
banks of rivers and canals with the 
building of irrigation works to 
draw fresh water a11d wash alum. 
After the harvest of floating rice, 
it is possible to grow a soya crop 
or a winter-spring rice crop in rota­
tion with jute. The newly exploited 
lands can grow sugar cane, cassava 
roots, pine-apples. ·1 he "cajuput" 
forests must be protected and re­
planted in areas not yet prepared 
for rice growing. 

the winter-spring rice crop in the 
Mekong delta covered an area of 
427.000 hectares in 1980, and gave 
a total output of r, rn7, ooo tonnes. 

Thus, in five years only, with 
the method of intensive culture 
and m ul tip I ication of crops, the 
Mekong delta produced 2.2 million 
tonnes of rice more. 

With the addition of the crop bf 
the 10th lunar-month rice grown 
on 1,400,000 hectares totalling an 
output of 1.118,000 tonnes in 1980, 
the Mekong delta produced a total 
o'f 5.320,000 tonnes of rire, amount-
ing to half of the output produced 

by the whole country. 
To grow two additional crops in 

Winter-spring and summer-autumn, 
the peasants in the Mekong delta 
have to work zealously. overcome 
great difficulties and build up 
their experience in agricultural 
product:on. They h~l\ e constructed 
thonsands ol kilometres of sea­
dykes to retain fresh 'Nater, thou­
sands of kilometres of ditches and 
canals to drain ..ilurninous water 
in order to turn hundreds of thou­
sands of hc-ctares of waste land 
into ricefielch. A striking example 
is given by 20.000 p<"asants in ·~ong 
Phu district, Hau Giang provrnce, 
who on Septembn 21, i975 ):iegan 
to embank 37 kilometres ol sea­
dykes, to turn 4,000 hectares of 
waste land into cropland and 
transform s,ooo hectares of one­
crop fielris into two-crop fie!ds 
thus raising the yearly rice output 
from 59,000 to 100,000 to1'.nes. 

Such mobilization by the Long 
Phu inhabitants has "paveJ the 
way for a wide-spread irrigation 
work movement in the Mekong 
delta. Thanks to this movement 
nearly 500,000 hectares of ricefields 

, left fallow as the result of the 
'enemy's policy of penning up the 
inhabitants have come under cul­
tivation again. 

With the discovery of a rice 
strain of short-growing time, high 
yield and resistant to insects made 
by the universities and agricul­
tural research centres in the South, 
the farmers in the Mekong delta 
can now hold in check and eventual­
ly eradicate the havoc wrought by 
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Ploughing for the Summer-Autumn vice crop. 

Photo: NGC> VAN KHrET 

brown planthoppers, a dangerous 
pest which, some years before, 
was believed to be without 
antidote. 

Many regions have made a 
judicious choice of the plants and 
growing time, making the be,t use 
of land, climate and labour force 
In order to obtain an ever greater 
quantity of foods and agricultural 
products. 

The agricultural transformation 
which began in the Mekong delta 
after liberation has now been step­
ped up and ha-; yielded initial 
results. Today, there are in the 
Mekong delta 180 agricultural co­
operatives, +,ooo product on collec­
tives and about 30,000 solidarity 
production teain-;. A solid bast' has 
already been laid and agricultural 
co-operation has been completed 
in the main in 30 out .of 1,498 
communes and 200 out of 9,289 
hamlets, in the form of produc­
tion collectives. Eight out of 101 

districts have a good movement of 
collective work: for example Long 
Phu (Hau Giang province), Vinh 
Long town, Yung Liem (Cuu Long 
province), Chau Thanh (Ben Tre 
province). pen Thu (Long An 
province). 1 op ping the list is Long 
Phu district which is good at pro­
duction and is the first to have an 
irrigation work movement; it is re­
nowned for having a strong and 
widespread movement of agricul­
tµral co-operation, with 162 pro-
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duction collectives growing two 
or thrte crops a year; since their 
consolidation in 1978, none of them 
have been dissolved .. \lso at Long 
Phu there exist many high-yield 
ricef1elds of the production collec­
tives which harvest 4. 5 or 6 tonnes 
per hectare per crop. This i~ the 
result of the assistance given by 
the state, but mainly by the efforts 
of these collectives. 

The redistribution of land in the 
Mekong delta has been rationally 
carried ·out according to a flexible 
policy, in which the peasants help 
one another and coordinate with 
the transformation of agriculture 
and re-organization of production. 
Thanks to this policy, those who 
had litile or no land now have 
their plot to till. 

The results obtained from agri­
culture in the Mekong delta have 
led to tremendous successes: the 
peasants have harvested six bum­
per crops, they have improved 
their life a step further and pro­
vided a bigger supply of food for 
the country. 

At the beginning of the third 
five-year plan (1981-1985), the peas­
ants in the Mekong delta, elated 
at the successes they have recently 
scored, are carrying out a large . 
scale and comprehensive program­
me of production with the plan of 
division into six main agri­
cultural regions. 

VAN SON 

AGRICULTURAL production 
in the immense, flat and 
fe1 tile plain in the South. 

particularlv the Mekong delta, has 
be.en greatly facilitated by the 
widespread use of mechanization 
to comrensate for tbe small 1 um­
ber of farmers. 

Formerly in the South. peasa11l!-. 
yvere in the habit of hurning the 
rice stalks ldt over after the har­
vest and waiting for the rain to 
sow the seeds, thus the crop yield 
was only about one tonne per 
hectare. 

Using rudimentary means, a 
farm hand can cultivate (hy sow­
ing) only two or three cnng (one 
cong eq1 als one hundred square 
metres) at the most;' but he can 
work h un!freds of cong per season 
with machims. Thanks to the use 
of machines, the newly cleared 
lands are more deeply ploughed 
and their fertility improved, the 
planting is more timely and 
favourable for the multiplication 
of crops. 

In 1975, there were in the South 
9.577 big tractors and 15,543 small 
tractors. totalling 1.i; million H.P, 
together with th-irty thousand 
<Hher agricultural machines. The· 
skilled workers numbered ten of 
thousands. This mechanical force 
was sufficient to do 701. of the 
tilling '\York and 951. of the 
threshing and transportation work. 

Under the old regi:ne, these 
machines belonged to private 
owners, 151. of wlmm (rich peas­
ants and rural capitalists) posses· 
sed more than hall the number of 
agricultural machines. particularly 
the big ones. The remaining were 

, middle peasants. One per cent of 
machine owners were technicians 
who Ii ved by hiring out their 
machines as they. had no land 
to till. 

Formerly the machine owners 
received ten gia (one gia equals z.o' 
kilograms) of rice for the ti\llng of 
one hectare of land. 

After liberation, favourable 
conditions have been created by 
the rural authorities for the 
tractor owners to put their ma­
chines at the service of production. 
Some of them have enthusiastically 
responded to the ca.II, but others, 
on the pretext of lack of fuel. 
raised their hiring price and 
refused to fulfil the plan of pro­
duction. They always see~ to 
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TRANSFORMATION 

OF PRIVATE AGRICULTURAL 

MECHANICAL . FORC€S 

IN ·THE MEKONG DELTA 

-------

feather their own nests with their 
machines rather than satisfy the 
requirements of production. 

Were there no socialist trans­
formation and no ' control of 
mechanical force, it would not be 
possible to develop agricultural 
production and to complete the 
cooperativization of agriculture. 

That is why, in mid-1977, the 
Government Council issued a 
decree on the tran~formation of 
private agricultural mechanical 
forces in the South. This trans­
formation is carried out simul­
taneously with the consolidation 
of the system of State- owned 
tractors. 

At present, in the provinces of 
Dong Nai, Song Be. Tay Ninh, in 
Ho Chi Minh City and nine 
provinces in the Mekong delta 
there are 313 agricultural machine 
collectives j)OSsessing 3,200 tractors 
of all kinds, representing 80,% of 
the agricultural mechanical forces 
of private owners who have 
joined those collectives. The 
experiments conducted on some 
testing grounds have made it pos­
sible to draw valuable experiences 
and correct many mistakes. There 
have been no major signs of 
a bot age or ispersion of machine~. 

After two years of operation, 
the collectives have gradually been 
t;:()_nsolidated and work efficiently 
Workers in 95 tractor collectives 
have each earned 20 - 30 dong per 
workday, or four or five times 
as much as a private driver. 

So, the mode of capitalist hiring 
of agricultural machi11es has basic­
ally been abolished. There is no 
case of dispute of customers be­
tween two tractor owners and no 
case of exhorbitant hiring prices 
imposed on the peasants. The 
vanguard tractor collectives begin 
to manage their capitals, materials 
and plans of proJuction well. 

In 1980, the area tilled by tractor 
colkctivt·s :ind private tractor 
owners in the former Nam Bo 
provinces trebled that tilled by 
State enterprises and accounted 
for nearly 70;(, of the area tilled 
mechanically in the whole region. 

Apart from these strong points, 
in the past two . years, the trans­
formation of private agricultural 
mechanical forces in the South 
has experienced many short­
comings. In many regions, the 
local authorities have left the 
tractor collectives to dissolve freely 
or loosened their socialist control 
over them, so much so that thes« 
units which nominally work 
collectively really care for their 
private interests. 

-There is an acute short::ige of 
able managerial cadres. The 
management is still bound by red 
tape and creates unnecessary diffi­
culties for the activities of the 
collectives. 

O_n the other hand, the handling 
of fuel leaves much to be desired 
and causes Irr.pediment to the 
operation of the collectives. In 

many regions, the local authorities 
have sold fuel directly to the 
peasants who supply it to the 
tractors when the latter work in 
their fields. But many peasants' 
families lack fuel containers and 
the various lubricants are mixed 
up and their quality is spoiled; 
tlie tractors are thus damaged. 
Some ricefield owners sell the fuel 
~llotted to them at a cheap price 
on the free market for profits and 
sow their seeds without preparing 
the soil (that is without hiring 
tractors as they have no more 
fuel left). 

\Vith regard to small tractors, 
they must be handed to the pro­
duction collectives; but the local 
authorities only p«id attention to -
the collectivization of land and set 
little store by these important 
agricultural machines; as a result 
great difficulties have been c'reated 
for the production collectives by 
the tractor owners This state of 
things is being rectified 

Recently, some opinions have 
held that, theoretically speaking, 
most of the tractors in the South 
are worn out; so let them gradu­
ally disappear and be replaced by 
State- owned tractors In practice, 
Investigations have shown that 
theoreticallv manv tractors are out 
of use but, thcv 'have been work­
ing efficiently 'for the past seven 
or eight years as they have hct>n 
kept in good repair. It is essential 
that the State work out a correct 
policy, adequately supply acces­
sories and spare parts to the agri­
cultural machines in operation and 
gl ve technical assistance to the 
local authorities so that they can 
fend for themselves with these 
machines 

We have sufficient technical 
means to meet 70,% of our require­
ments in accessories of agricnl­
tural machines, but our forces are 
scattered and lack a managerial 
organ to look after them. 

The experience gathered in the 
past two years has shown that the 
proper size of a tractor collective 
is from 15 to zo tractors operating 
in the scope of one or two com­
munes; that the weak collectives 
should be strengthened to become 
strong, and where the tractor 
collectives do not exist the local 
authorities should create them so 
that they can work effectively for 
production. 

TRAN QVOC KHAI 
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V IETNAM has a great variety 
of birds. When winter 
comes in the North. beside' 

the native inhabitants, there are 
many species of birds immigrating 
from northern countrit"s. Southern 
Vietnam, particularly the area of 
the Mekong delta. is the habitat ot 
a great number of birds of various 
kinds. They generally settle for 
reproduction in definite places 
called "birds' fields ''. 

The Mekong delta boasts nearly 
30 of these fields Goth big and 
small located in many provinces: 
Tien Giang, Ben Tre, Cuu Long, 
Dong Thap, Hau Giang, An Giang, 
Kien Giang. Minh Hai province 
alone has ten fields. Each of these 
fi.::lds has a particula.r form and 
'size. Some of them exist in the 
precincts of pagodas as large as 
several hectares, others are set up 
in the orchards abandoned after 
the war. Som~ of them, which 
have been in existence for a long 
time, cover hundreds of hectares 
such as the ones in Ngoc Hieu 
district. Minh Hai province, or in 
the U Minh cajuput forest. 

BIRD'S 

nests, lay and hatch their eggs. 
Investigations made have revealed 
that each field has between 3,000 
and 100,000 birds. As to the num­
ber of each species, it varies from 
several dozen to several thousands 
and even tens of thousands. 

Every year, each field supplies a 
considerable number of. fledgel­
ings. In the second half of Novem­
ber 1978, thousands of th.ese young 
birds \Vere caught in Ngoc Hieu 
field. In Vinh Thanh field, Vinh 
Loi district, Min~ Hai province, 
in the last five months of 1978. 
nearly 20,000 fledgelings were 
captured. However, at present 
there are many people in the sur­
rounding areas who come there to 
feli trees and catch birds and their 
eggs. This is one of the reason~ 
for the ciecrease in the number of 
birds and birds' fields in the 
Mekong delta. The birds' fields 
which have so far disappeared are 
Giong'Rieng (Hau Giang province), 
Go Quan (Kien Giang province), 
Tra Cu (Cuu Long province). The 
120-hcctare field at Ngoc Hien 
inhabited by hundreds of thousands 

FIELDS 
IN THE MEKONG DELTA 

After a preliminary investigatior• 
of five birds' fields in Ben Tre 
and Minh Hai provinces, the birds 
have been divided into 60 species 
belonging to II families from seven 
groups: 30 species living on cree­
pers and belonging to ten families 
and four groups; ten species living 
on frogs and belonging to four 
families and three groups. The 
fields in Ngoc Hieu district and U 
Minh forest are those which have 
the largest species of birds (50 ). 
The one which has the smallest 
species is Cu Lao Dat, in An Hiep 
commune, Ben Tre province (15). 

Every morning, the birds leave 
their sanctuaries in search of food 
and return there in the afternoon. 
There are also many species which 
come there in great number only 
for reproduction. 

In the Mekong delta, the birds, 
which have a great economic 
value, lay their eggs in the wet 
season. In that season, they begin 
to build their nests. Usually in the 
nesting season, at least from three 
to five species of birds build their 
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of birds is also threatened with 
disappearance. 

The U Minh bfrds' field is 
swarming with tigers, deer, wild 
boars, wild dogs, monkeys, boa 
constrictors, snakes and tortoises. 
At Cu Lao Dat and Ngoc Rieu, 
there are respectively 10,000 and 
3,000 flying mammals (locally 
called bat-birds), each of which 
gives about 0.2 kilogram of meat. 

In the two wars of resistance 
against the French and Americans, 
the birds' fields in the Mekong 
delta were the bases of the revolu­
tionary forces who there set up 
their offices, barracks and stores, 
and also their· permanent source 
of supply of meat and eggs. 

Today, after the liberation of the 
South, the Vietna·mese State has 
entrusted the local authorities 
with the task of protecting and 
taking care of these birds' fields, 
mapping out long-term plans for 
their exploitation and arranging 
some of them (such as tile one at 
Vinh Loi) to turn them into centres 
for research and tourism. 

GENETICS, as a key science, 
is receiving great attention 
in Vietnam. For a long time, 

however, it made very' little prog­
ress, as did selection in particular, 
as a result of the adverse influence 
of Lyshenko's "organism and 
environment" theory which was 
officiallv discarded ·in the Soviet 
l; nion fo 196+ as unscientific and 
opportunistic. Professor Luone­
Dinh Cua, an outstanding Viet­
namese agronomist, was the first 
in Vietnam to see the danger of 
Lyshenko's theorv, and he made 
great efforts to Jay" the groundwork 
for scientific selection in Vietnam. 

Modern genetics was introduced 
into Vietnam in the early sixties 
by many native geneticists, among 
them Phan Phai who, at an impor­
tant conference held by the State 
Commission of Sciences and Tech­
nology in Hanoi in August 1964, 
gave a full account of the harmful 
influence as well as the ·collapse 
of Lyshenko's theory. . 

Four years later, in the spring 
of 1968, Phan Phai went to Moscow 
where he studied, as a post­
graduate, at the General Genetics 
Institute under the USSR Academy 
of Sciences. His research subject, 
though very difficult, held great 
promi5e. It concerned experimentl(ll 
mutation. 

Hitherto it had been the practice 
to subject dry seeds to radiation 
or chemical treatment to cause 
transmissible chromosomal muta· 
tion. Phan Phai then adv.anced 
quite a novel method by causing 
mutation at a much earlier pre­
embryonic stage. when an orga­
nism consists of from one to eight 
cells only. His explanation: muta­
tion induced at this stage can be 
more fundamental than that 
brought about when an organism 
has matured (a dry seed is a matu­
re organism, complete with leav.es, 
roots and stem, in a dormant state). 
Fertilization, after all, is the union 
of two sets of genes from parents 
which are not yet stable. If such 
a union can be affected by muta­
genes, h.owever slightly, a series 
of gene: mutations will ensue, lead­
ing to profound changes in a 
number of organs of the living 
body. 

Phan Phai's bold. idea raised 
some doubt in one of his teachers, 
Doctor Andreyev. "You'll stay in 
Moscow for only three years, and 
what you plan to do is time-consu­
ming, " the Soviet scientist told 
him. "What about some more 
suitable subject matter? Anyway, 
give 'me a draft of your project in 

a week's time and we'll see." 
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PHAN PHAI: 

A ltlajor Break.through 

Phan Phai talking with peasants. 

Photo: HO XUAN HA 

A week later Andreyev was 
listening to Phan Phai's project, 
sitting in . an armchair. Then, 
abruptly, he stood up and placed a 
hand on Phai's shoulder. 

"You want to be a pathfinder in 
science, don't you?" he asked. 

" Do you think I'm being too 
advanturous?" Phai replied ques­
tioningly. 

"That's what I mean. But isn't 
there an adventurer in every scien­
tM ? " Andreyev conceded. 

Phan Phai's theory necessitated 
a new te·chnique, and thanks to the 
assistance of his teachers and his 
colleagues he succeeded in estab­
lishing some thirty formulas. He 
experimented with a medicinal 
herb of the Nigella family, but the 
first-generation plants in the test 
plot did not show any marked 
aiff erences. 

In the second generation Phan 
Phai grew more than eighty 
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thousand plants, hoping that with 
such a great number he would be 
able to discover something. And he 
was greatly surprised, indeed. 
Very strange flowers began to 
appear. In some, stamens had been 
turned into pistils, in others all the 
parts became leaves, and still in 
others they were all petals. A 
mutated flower would have up to 
700 petals, whereas an ordinary one 
had only five, like a five-branched 
star. In many, the number of nectar 
glands had increased from eight 
or ten to 807. 

Unable to explain these ;;-,yster­
ies, Phan Phai turned to Andreyev 
for help. It was a sunny summer 
afternoon, and the two were pick­
ing their way among the experi­
mental plot, stopping to examine 
a flower every now and then. 

"Eureka!" Andreyev exclaimed 
excitedly and, flinging his arms 
around his student's shoulder, he 
enthused, " We've got it ! " · 

• zn Genet·ics 

Later Andreyev explained to 
Phan Phai the importance of the 
discovery. The turning of stamens 
into pistils, which more than doub­
les the number of seeds, may be 
a possibility to control the develop­
ment of the female characteristic 
in plants for an increase in seeds 
output. Moreover, all the parts of 
a flower may be turned into nec­
tar glands, increasing their n•.:mber 
from an ordinary eight or ten up 
to almost i,ooo. 'Wonderful chan­
ges, indeed. 

For years scientists had tried to 
explain the existence of flowers, 
but had failed to produce any 
practical proof to back their rea­
sonings. Phan Phai, by turning 
petals. pistils and stamens into 
leaves, discovered the origin of 
flowers in the leaves themselves, 
making a major contribution to 
the theory of evolution. 

The " Phan Phai Method " 
which is aimed at destroying the 
union of highly complex gene sets 
controlling reproductive organs in 
order to bring about profound 
mutations, has resulted in over 100 
mutation forms unobtainable in 
any experiments with dry seeds. 
It h'.as been successfully applied 
not only to the Nigella herb, but 
also to subjects of very high 
genetic complexities such as paddy, 
maize, soya, e~c. 

The revolutionary method has 
aroused great interest in univer­
sities in the Soviet Union. In Bud­
apest, Prague, Berlin, Brussels. 
Rome, Milan, and others. It was 
reported simultaneously in New 
York and Heidelberg by HEREDI­
TY 2nd the International Journal 
of Genetics, which described Phan 
Phai as one of the three best genet­
icists in the world in 1978. 

Also in 1978 Phan Phai was 
awarded the Vavilov Prize (only 
1>ne such prize is given every 
year), and his two reports to the 
14th International Genetics Confer­
ence held in Moscow that same 
year, and which were heard by 
representatives of 95 countries, 
were given a big ovation, Then, 
at the 12th International Conferen­
ce on Botany in Leningrad, Phan 

(Continued on p. 27) 
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Vietnam Advances 

CULTURAL LIFE 

IN KIM NGOC COMMUNE 

THANKS to rural electricifica­
tion, the cultural life of the 
peoi-Jle of Kim Ngoc com­

mune, Bae Quang di~trict, Ha 
Tuyen ]Jrovince has been im­
proved. The commune has more 
than one th0usand inhabitants 
belonging to different ethnic 
groups: the Tay, the Dao. the 
Hmong, the Nung and the Viet. A 
public address system was built 
out of the commune's social Wt> I fare 
fund. This system relays the Voice 
of Vietnam radio broadcasts and 
diffuses the news of the com­
mune's propaganda team. It is also 
used to guide production and 
propagite scientific and technical 
mforrnation. 

Last year, the commune's 200-
seat meeting hall was repaired 
and made suitable for film-shows. 
Every month the provincial film 
projection teams are invited to come 
and show documentary films, 
newsreels, and feature films. 
.These are shown a dozen times 
for the people of the commune 
and of the neighbouring areas. 

The commune also has its own 
art troupe consisting of young 
artistes who compose their own 
songs, dances, and plays .. Most of 
these items are created from e le­
ments of the then and cot folk 
songs. In 1q79, the troupe par­
ticipated in the popular art festival 
of the province and was awarded 
a second prize. To create favour­
able conditions for the activities of 
the troupe during its rehearsals 
and performances, the co-operative 
gives the artistes reasonable work­
points. 

Only by comparison with the 
past can we appreciate the present 
life of the people of Kim Ngoc 

mmune. 

Like other communes in the 
mountain area, the people of Kim 
Ngoc practised bacK.ward customs 
in funeral, marriage, superstition, 
etc. 
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According to their customs. if 
someone dit>d, ~is borly had to be 
laid for thrt>e davs in the hou'e 
before being bur,ierl. During the 
funnal ceremony all the children 
of the dt'ad pt"rson had to put on 
belts made from banana tree bark. 
and wear straw .turbans. Those 
who attended the funeral had to 
present large sums of money And 
if someonP. in the family. was ill, 
they did not pay attention to 
seeking medical treatment but used 
to kif! chickens and pigs, and 
invited sorcerers and wizards for 
their incantations in the hope of 
curing the illness. Time and 
money were squandered on wed­
ding parties too: drinking bout 
lasted from two to three days or 
even a week. Polygamy and 
alcoholism were rife. 

But during the past four years, 
thanks td the activities of . the 
Committee of the commune, all 
the.se backward customs and habits 
have been gradually eliminated . 
Betrothal registers and weddings 
are organized at the office oJ the 
Commune People's Committee. 
They are still ceremonious but 
much simpler and more cheerful. 
The funeral has been simplified, 
and the dtad are now buried in 
the commune's cemetery. Preven-

. tive hygiene is in progress. 
Pigsties, cow and buffalo stables 
are moved far away from dwelling 
houses. Each family has its own 
bathroom and double septic tank. 
The paths in the commune have 
been improved. So, thanks to this, 
no epidemics have broken out in 
\he commune in the past three 
years. 

A health station, a 1st and 2nd 
level general education school and 
7 creches Were built With the 
contribution of the people of the 
commune. Thus a new way of 
life has taken shape in this remote 
mountain commune. 

NGUYEN DUC SON 

BETWEEN 1971- 1973 the Cul-
, tural, Scientific and Educa-

tional Organisation ot the 
United Nations (UNI SCO) organis­
ed a mission concerned with the 
preservation of monuments at 
Hue. M. W. Brown Mo1 ton, who 
is an architect and expert from 
UNESCO and the International 
Centre for thl" Conservation of 
Monuments (Rome), had, in his 
report, put forward proposals and 
recommendations for undertaking 
the necessary work (r), but the 
Saigon puppet government, sucked 
into the neo-colonialist anti­
revolutionary war, was never able 
to set in motion a suitable conser­
vati"n volicy for Hue and M.W 
Brown Morton's conclusions were 
pigeonholed. 

Since · the· reunification of the 
country the aims of the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam's cultural 
pnlicy have been rigorously applied' 
with regard to Hue, and the 
Vietnamese authorities have 
always considered the national 
cultural heritage, :md in particular 
the presen at ion of historical 
monuments as an integral part of 
the :ountry's reconstruction and 
the cultural rebirth of the nation. 

In May 1977, at the Invitation of 
the Vietnamese government, a 
UNESCO delegation headed by 
the Director General Ainadou 
Malhtar M'Dow vi<ited Vietnam 
and the two parties signed a 
memorandum regarrling co-opera­
tion in the cultural. scientific and 
educational fields. 

In October of that same year, 
Vietnam becamt" a member of the 
UN and the General Assembly 
adopted resolution 32/3 on inter­
national aid for the reconstruction 
of Vi~tnarn. Immediately after the 
adoption of this important resolu­
tion by UNO, the L NESCO Gener­
al Conference in its turn, adopted 
resolution 7/13 which underlined 
that within its brief UNESCO is 
able to c0ntribute an appropriate 
pat t of international aid to the 
Vietnamese people. The Confer­
ence cal led on all peoples and 
governments of the UN member 
states to widen their efforts and 
increase their contributions wheth­
er bilaterally or multilaterally to 
help the Vietnamese people in the 
reconstruction of their country, 
particularly in the areas with 
which UNESCO is concerned. The 
Conferenct> also authorised its 
Director Gene,ral to undertake a 
long-term mobilisation of the 
organisations resources and efforts 
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in order to achieve these objec­
tives (2) 

This important resolution was 
followed up by various actions. 

1978 : The monuments at Hue -
one of 8 international projects. 

In autumn'78, the 20th meeting of 
UNESCO's General Conference 
considered in resolution 417 /6/6 
the im:[jortance for human history 
and_ civilisation of the cultural 
heritage constituted by various 
historical monuments and sites. 
Well a ware of the need for a 
programme which would guaran­
tee their protection, preservation 
and restoration the Director 
General ot UNESCO was autho­
rised to promote 8 projects: 

1. The architectural complex of 
San Francisco of Lima (Peru) 

2. Sans·Soucis, La Ferriere and 
the site of des Ramiers (Halti) 

3 Monuments and historical 
sites in Malta 

4. The Jesuit mission houses for 
the Guarariis (Indian tribes of 
Central South Arnerica). 

5. The architectural heritage of 
Goree Island (Senegal) 

6. Monuments at Hue (Vietnam) 
7. Monuments and sites in the 

cultural triangle of Sri Lanka 
8 Sites at Chingui tti, Tichitt and 

Ouala_ta (Mauritania) 
The Conference also authorised 

the Director General to undertake, 
in collaboration with the govern­
ments concerned, the necessary 
technical investigation for a detail- · 
ed plan of action for each project 
with an international campaign of 
support to carrv it out (3). 

Another important resolution 
presented joint! y by Vietnam and 
France was passed at the Plenary 
of the 20th General Conference. 
Resolution zoc/DR 232 takes into 
account: the importance of preser­
ving the cultural l;i.eritage of 
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various countries; the exceptional 
cultural and arr.hitectural value 
of the city of Hue, the ancient 
capital of Vietnam, with its 
monuments and sites of renown, 
the efforts of the government of 
the SRV to restore a city seriously 
dar,.naged by war and bad weather. 
The Director General is therein 
instructed to launch an interna­
tional campaign to restore,_ 
prestrve and g\ve due attention to 

. the ancient imperial city of Hue 
and its monuments (4). 

So, Hue, a cultural and tourist 
centre of the SR V and a former 
historical capital, is in the interna­
tional limelight and Vietnam's 
architectural heritage at Hue has 
attracted the attention of several 
fact-finding missions carried out 
by UNESCO. 

The first of these missions took 
place in spring 1978 and was an 
in depth technical study carried 
out by Pierre Pich'lrd a consul­
tant architect with UNESCO. The 
second was conducted by Mrs Pir­
razzoli, a well-known historian 
of Asian art, in autumn 1978. The 
third .mbsion in autumn 1979 was 
carried out by Mssrs Stulz and 
Hardouin, both of UNESCO. 

Towards the end of 1978, 
UNESCO published a technical 
report of Pierre Pichard entitled 
"La conservation des monuments de 
Hue" (Conservation of the Hue 
monuments) (100 pages, 4 diagrams, 
21 ,photographs, 6 appendices). 

At the same time, in the in­
formation bulletin 12/1979. "The 
Cultural Heritage of the World" 
distr_ibuted by UNESCO there was 
an article en tit Jed "International 
Co-operation to preserve the city 
of Hue" which presented the 
Pichard report very enthusiastical-
ly (5). 

The technical expert on the 
conservation of Hue is an excel­
lent monograph in 4 sections: 

I. ·Hue and its monurbenb 
2. Policy for conservation 
3- Present condition of the 

monuments 
+ Problems of preservation 

and conservation 
In his conclusion Pierre Pichard 

puts forward suggestions and re. 
commendations for bringing the 
site to life, town planning and the 
development of tourism in Hue. 
He rightly noted that "aware of 
the numerous assets in the region, 

. the Vietnamese authori\i"es have 
studied various suggestions which 
would enable Hue to flourish and 
they have decided 10 go all ·out to 
make this a major cultural and 
tourist attraction." 

In autumn 1979, a group of Viet­
namese researchers under Dr. Le 
Van Hao, formerly assistant direc­
tor for Conservation of hi~toric 
monuments in Binh Tri Thien 
province and the city of Hue and 
presently lecturer at the Universi­
ty and Teaching Training College 
in Hue, presented in UNESCO 
their "Essay .on the traditional cul­
ture and architecture of Hue" (150 
typed pages, 100 photos and draw­
ings). 

This piece of collective work. 
the first attempt at a synthe~is of 
the cultural and architectural heri­
tage of Hue, comprises 3 main 
parts: . 

1. Hue: geographical situation 
a11d historical tradition 

2. Traditional culture in Hul, 
its origins, formation in the 17th 
and 18th centuries and develop­
ment from the end of the 18th to 
the end of the 19th. 

3 A special area of Hue's cul­
ture: architecture (a study of the 
traditional Hue architecture and 
its characteristics in the 19th cen­
tury). The con~lusion of this study 
emphasises the appropriateness of 
Hue as a centre of tourism and 
culture. (6). 
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in mid-:980 a group of writers, 
.under Dr Le Yan Hao's leader­
ship, produced a new brochure 
entitled "Hue - a centre of Viet­
namese culture• and tourism". 
This was at the request of UNES­
CO and is intended for the gener­
al public to promote the interna: 
tional campaign for the future 
restoration of Hue's monuments. 

This brochure, which is a kind 
of tourist guide (15 typed pages, 30 
photos and 7 drawings) compris-

1es a short geographical and histor­
ical introduction, a description 
of the royal palace and tombs, a 
brief look at the cultural traditions 
of ,Hue in the fields ot literature, 
music, theatre, dance, art and the 
way of life in Hue (7). 

At the end of spring 1981, the 
UNESCO Public Information Of­
fice sent a film crew to Hue - Ms 
Francine Vande Wiele producer, 
Mr Vorontzoff, cameraman, and 
Mr Bernard Galy, sound engineer. 
The team made a documentary on 
the safeguarding of the ancient 
imperial city of Hue and its mon­
uments. During shooting the 
team were assisted by Dr. Le Van 
Hao who acted as scenario writer 
and artistic adviser. What is more 
the Ministry of Culture, the Viet­
namese National Commission for· 
UNE<:;CO, the provincial People's 
Committee and the cultural bodies 
of the city, all did their utmost to 
ensure the success of the filming 
This artistic documentary the 
,-esult of the friendship bet'ween 
the UNESCO film makers and 
the cultured people of Vietnam. 
will be entitled ·•The privilege of 
being Hue", a significant title 
chosen jointly by the producer in 
agreement with the scenario 
writer. 
I 980 : International plan of 
action for the preservation 
and development of the Hue 
monuments 

In autumn 1980, in its 21st ses­
sion the UNESCO General Con­
ference unanimously passed an 
important document:" The detai/d 
plan of action for the projfct of 
fr.reserving, restoring and developing 
the monuments of Hue {Vietnam)". (8) 

This plan of action comprises an 
introduction, 'the background and 
the plan of action proper ( lf 
pages). In its introduction the 
UNES\O document confirms that 
Hue has al wavs held and still 
holds an important place in Viet­
namese culture: '·the Perfumeu 
River and the lagoons of Hue, the 
canal which meanders through the 
city as well as the style of houses 
surrounded by luxuriant gardens 
give Hue 'I most pleasant rustic 
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serenity, full of inspiration for 
a;~s and writers .. Hue has a 
great number of buildings ... con­
centrated in the (Imperial City) and 
the Purple Forbidden City ... To 
this vast urban architectural com­
plex the seven tombs of the 
Nguyen kings must be added. 
Situated some kilometres to the 
south of the city of the far bank 
of the Perfumed River in pastoral 
scenery and thickly wooded hills 
the tombs are an architectural 
entity of great import, with their 
temples, palaces, surrounding gar­
dens, and fountains". 

It is worth remembering, with 
regard to this subject, that in the 
book " The 'vV anders of the 
World " with an introduction by 
Jean Cocteau of the Academie Fran­
i;aise (9) the tombs of the Nguyen 
kings at Hue are listed as one of 
the wonders of the world. UNES­
CO's choice has a distinguished 
precedent and their estimation 
that •·the charm of Hue and the 
history to which it bears witness 
make it a tourist attraction at both 
national and international level" 
is not without reason. 

\Vhat's more the historic city 
(including the citadel and the 
royal palace) and the tombs of Hue 
"are still the crowning glory of 
the Vietnamese architectural heri­
tage in SJ'ite of the losses sustained 
during the 1947 fire, the fighting 
in 1968 and substantial deteriora­
tion due to the tropical climate." 

The SRV government is deter­
mined to safeguard the cultural her­
itage of the nation of which Hue 
is the jewel, however it is obvious 
that the restoration of certain his­
torical buildings and the recon­
struction of others which have 
been destroyed require a long-ter.m 
and expensive programme which 
is at the moment beyond the 
means of the Vietnamese govern­
ment. Therefore it has been de­
cided to appeal, through L:NESCO, 
to i.nternational solidarity. Suppos­
ing that this solidarity will be 
quickly and fully implemented in 
a programme encompassing all the 
Hue monuments then it is very 
likely that the Vietnamese govern­
ment may meet almost insurmount­
able difficulties in matching the 
financial contribution and that 
the human capabilities at their dis­
posal expertise for the technical 
absorption of all the outside aid 
will oe insufficient. 

UNESCO has estimated that 
realistically there should be a pro­
gramme w_ith various stages and 
a choice ot priorities is the first 
step in adapting to national finan­
cial and technical possibilities and 
those of internation~l aid. 

UNESCO plans in the above-men­
tioned project to help the Vietnam­
ese government to continue and 
enlarge, as much as possible on 
their own, the programme begun 
in 1975 with Vietnamese technic­
ians and resources (7 monuments 
have already been restored without 
external help). This project, which 
is the first phase of a long-term 
programme, will restore or recon­
struct 15 monuments and 2 tombs 
in the period 1981-86. 

However the restoration of mo­
numents is not an end in itself - if 
after the completion of the work 
the monuments are once again 
used for their original purpose or 
something related then their sur­
vival is guaranteed. Above and 
beyond tlie restoration, the real 
aim of the UNESCO project is to 
reestablish the cultural importance of 
Hue by restoring its monuments to 
their cultural context. 

Such an aim implies an inter­
disciplinary and global approach 
which through restoration, preser­
vation, presentation and bringing 
to life should, at both national and 
international levels : 

a) Contribute to the socio-cultur­
al developmerit of Hue and 
underline awareness of the cul­
tural identity of the nation through 
the hr:ritage of Hue, 

b) lead to a better understanding 
of the historical and cultural im­
portance of Hue and a reciprocal 
appreciation of different c_ivilisa­
tion, through the traditional 
culture of Hue. 

With UNESCO as intermediary, 
the international community will 
be invited to support the Viet­
namese efforts by supplying 
expertise and equipment, granting 
training scholarships, and other­
services which cannot be found 
on the spot, as well donating cash. 

The Vietnamese government will 
supply management personnel in 
~nd the labour force, equipment 
for the sites, local materials (lim­
wood, tiles, bricks etc) and any 
other facilities which they have 
at thelr disposal. In consultation 
with . UNESCO some volunteer 
will take part in the research. 

The detailed work plan com-
prises eight points: 

1. Objectives of restoration 
2 Equipment 
3. Expertise 
4. Training 
5. Finance 
6. Cultural acti vitics 
7. Promotional activities 
8. Carrying out the international 

campaign. 
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I I - Priority for the restoration o{ 

the 17 monuments is in this order: 

1. The audience chamber (<lien 
Can Chanh) 

2. Anteroom to the left of the 
audience charr:ber 

} The court of honour in the 
audience chamber 

4. The promenade of Great 
Honours 

5. The temple dedicated to the 
Nguyen kings 

6. The two storey Hien Lam 
Cac pavilion · 

7 The temple dedicated to the 
parents of King Gia Long 

8. The Palace of the Queen­
mother 

9. The Luong Phung pavilion 

10 The galleries of the Queen­
mother's palace 

11. The King's reading belvedere 

12. The temple dedicated to the 
ancestors of the Nguyen Lords 

13 Recovery of the royal gardens 

14. Hue mmeum 

I . The King's horseman 

r6 The tomb of King Minh 
Mang 

17. The tomb of King Tu Due 

II - To carry out the work. the 
following equipment will have to 
be brought to Vietnam: 

a) architect's studio equipment 

b) a conservation laboratory and 
chemical products 

c) building site ma'terial 

d) a carpenter's workshop 

e) topographical material 

f) a brick and tile kiln 

g) hydraulic scoop 

h) material for the execution of 
the project 

i) nire commodities from Asian 
markets (lacquer, gold etc) 

III - Co-operation by highly qua­
lified foreign technicians and 

·experts will require restoration 
architects, archaeologists, and 
laboratory specialists to stay in 
Hue for several months. 

IV - Vietnamese specialists, with 
the help of international scholar­
ships, will be trained abroad -
restoration architects, archaeo­
logists, museum curators, art 
restorers, lab. technicians etc. 
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V. - The overall budget for the 
first phase (•981-1986) will be 
4 million US dollars. The Viet­
namese government will supply 
750,000 dollars, leaving 3,250,000 
dollars to be found. The United 
Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) will supply 150,000 dol­
lars, the \Vorld Food Programme 
('VFP) 750,000 dollars etc. 

VI.-The Hue monuments are an 
integral part of the city and must 
not become museum pkces. On 
the contrary they have an im­
portant socio-cultural role to play 
as well as serving Vietnamese 
cultural policy. The proposed pro­
gramme therefore must promote 
national culture and make it 
available to everyone, facilitate 
research work and develop enter­
tainmen't and tourism. The Hue 
monuments will have the follow­
ing functions: theatre, dance, 
music, festivals and traditional folk 
gatherings, conferences, exhibi­
tions, museums, libraries and 
research centres, cultural groups, 
various clubs, art workshops, dis­
play and sale of artisan products, 
rest-room for tourists, restaurants 
and traditional tea-rooms etc. 

VII. - While the Vietnamese 
government will undertake a 
nation-wide publicity campaign to 
make the public at large aware 
of the historical and cultural 
importance of Hue and the above 
programme. UNESCO will carry 
out, on an international level, the 
following activities: 

a) a colour film about Hue 
b) a publication showing the 

historical, cultural and architectur­
al value of the site 

c) publication of articles in 
UNESCO periodicals 

d) radio and television inter­
views 

e) a poster and brochure on Hue 

f) a photographic, exhibition at 
.UNESCO headquarters and inter­
ested member countries 

g) a seminar. at Hue for repres­
entatives of the world's press, etc. 

VIII. After the official launch­
ing of the international solidarity 
apµeal by the Director Genera I of 
UNESCO (Planned for November 
1981 in Hanoi) a circular letter will 
be sent to all member countries 
and associates, to non-govern­
mental organisations and scientiiic 
institutions concerned to invite 
them to participate in the campaign. 
Financial contributions will be 
paid into a UNESCO account 
especially set a~ide for , the 
purpose. · 

A working group composed of 
representatives of the Director 
General of UNESCO and the 
Vietnamese government, a Viet­
namese specialist and an inter­
national specialist, will be set up 
to advise UNESCO and the Viet­
namese government on all ques­
tions relating to the campaign and 
the international restoration un­
dertaking. 

For its part the Vietnamese 
government will appoint someone 
connected with the project to 
liaise with ministries concerned 
as well as UNESCO. They will 
also appoint a technical director 
to organise and supervise the 
building sites at Hue. 

* 

Hue has al ways enchanted lovers 
of culture and art as well as 
tourists with its charming setting­
the Perfumed river and pine­
forested hills, the grace of its 
young girls and its' delicious food­
it has al ways and will al ways 
be a great cultural and tourist 
centre. 

The Vietnamese people are gra­
teful to UNESCO for having 
chosen Hue, after Venice, Athens, 
Ph)'lae Borobcdur and Nara 
as ·yet another attempt in the 
noble undertaking of preservation 
and development of the world's 
cultural and natural heritage­
a wide ranging, long and exacting 
labour but one which brir.gs so 
much honour to UNESCO. 

LE VAN HAO 
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SOME NEW DECISIONS 

ON EDUCATION 

As a step towards carrying 
out the educational reforms 
adopted in 1979, in 1981 the 

Vietnamese Government Council 
and the Ministry of Education 
took important decisions conform­
ing with the new requirements. 
They are the decision to set up 
educational councils at all levels; the 
decision to include vocational 
orientation in gene1'al education 
schools into the main curriculum 
with a view to the rational 
employment of pupils graduating 
from basic general education and 
secondary general edu2atiou 
schools ; the official decision on 
the new general education system. 

The ta~k of the educational 
councils is to make suggestions to 
corresponding educational organs 
on education problems and encour­
age and organize social forces to 
develop education in the loca llties 
in conformity with the directives 
of the educational reform The 
council consists of representatives 
of local authorities, representatives 
of educational branches and of 
local people's organizations, ·of 
intellectuals versed in and con­
cerned about education, and 
representatives of pupils' parents. 

Although the vocational orienta­
tion in general education schools 
has been in practice since the 
second educational reform in 1960, · 
we do not have a regular system 
or organization and our education­
al acli vities are not yet in good 
order. This time in the educational 
reform, vocational orientation is 
included in the curriculum with 
a view to preparing pupils, after 
leaving school, to study any skill 
which is in demand and suitable 
to their personal capability and 
aspirations. 

Beginning \\tith tho 1981-1982 
school year an integrated curri­
culum of vocational orientation for 
primary schools, secondary schools 
and a concrete orientation for the 
schools in the countryside, the 
cities,. and the provincial fa pi ta ls 
is det ined by the branch o gentr­
al education. 

Due attention is paid to the 
improvement in teaching sciences, 
the spirit of teaching general tech­
nique and vocational orientation, 
and to the improvement in teach­
ing and learning technical labour 
subjects in order to enable pupil~ 
not only to grasp theory but also 
to do practical work. The locali-
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ties where schools are, from ham­
let to city, district to province, also 
coordinate with the local educa­
tional branch in using graduated 
students and continuing to 
improve their capacity and know­
led1;e. . 

From the beginning of the 1981-
1982 school year, the ten year­
educational 'system in the North 
and the twelve-year-system in the 
South are transformed into a 
twelve-year general education system 
which will be applied in the whole 
country. It will be carried out step 
by step and will come into force 
in the whole country in 1983-1984. 
The Ministry of Education defined 
ihe names for these schools and 
classes of this new system.· 

From now on, there exist two 
levels in the educational system: 

- The basic general education level 
lasting 8 yea1 s, With 8 forms, 
from the •st form to the 8th form 
(including the former first and 
second !eve 1 general education of 
the North). 

- The secondary general education 
level lasting 3 years and consisting 
of 3 forms, from the 10th to the 
lztn form (includiqg the former 
third-level general education of the 
North). Between these two levels 
there is the ir,termediary 9th 
form. 

The names of all classes of the 
former 12-year general education 
schools in the Southern cities and 
towns are the same with the 
names of classes in the new 
system of educational reform. 

Complementary education - thi§ im­
portant branch of education is also 
emphasised in the education 
reform in order to apply new 
scientific and technical· advances 
to production and life; Comple­
mentary education is officially 
considered as a permanent branch 
of education for adults and will 
require the improvement of the 
content and curriculum as well as 
the training of special teachers 
for this branch. 

The 5-year movement of cultural 
enlightenment begun in 1981 con­
tinues after a similar 3-year 
movement (1978-1980 ). 

The main purpose is to eliminate 
illiteracy amongst the ethnic 
minorities in the mountainous 
provinces, to popularize the first­
and second - level general educa­
tion ju the provinces of the 
uplands, plains and cities. 

THAI dance dates from time 
immemorial, vVhoever. has 
visited the North- vVest will 

remember the xoe .vong (dance in 
round), as the ubiquitous entertain­
ment of the Thai people. In the 
rites of spring - welcoming, har­
vest~greeting, house-warming, 
wedding .. , and even in ordinary 
festivals, in the houses on stilts, 
around the fire,_ after a drinking 
bout, ueatings ot drum and gong 
are heard and people hold hands 
a!ld perform a xoe vong. This dan­
ce is very popular among old and 
young, men and women: every­
body knows xoe and likes it. 
Xoe comprises an ordinary 
dancing step in a simple 
round with the accompaniment of 
drum, gong and khen playing. A 
new guest can easily join in after 
looking on for a while. A xoe 
usually lasts at least until midnight 
and sometimes until morning with­
out anybody giving up. As time 
wears on the atmosphere grows 
more hectic Face to face and hand 
in hand, everybody wants to show 
her or his friendliness and enjoy 
the pleasure fe It tprough their eyes 
and hands. Shouting, moreover, 
adds zest to the dance. From the 
big round, the dancers ~plit up to 
perform small rounds, with quick 
steps and repeated kickings without 
accompanying steps. The most 
lively moment i~ when two dll,nc;;ers 
intertwin wi\h each other, wave 
their hands over their heads and 
repeatedly stamp their feet. These 
are innovati0ns outside the routine 
performance,'' spontaneous" crea­
tions insp'.red by the impassioned 
intimacy between friends after a 
long separation. This can also be a 
token of hospitality when the Thai 
treat their guests to these innova­
tions. 

The Thai dance xoe vong is like the 
Lao dance lam vong. Their details 
may differ but neither draw the 
line between spe::tators and a~tors, 
between hosts and guests :·all those 
prese11t in the party share the 
sprightly dance. 

BEFORE the August 1945Revolu­
\ion,whoever went totheNorth­
W est in spring could att.end two 

biggest Thai festivities: Kin /au no 
(eating bamboo shoots and drink­
ing spirits) of the Black Thai. and 
Kin pang then (Worshipping Than) 
of the White Thai. Both of these 
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festivals took place in March, late 
Jn spring, when the season of ban 
flowers was drawing to a close. On 
that very occasion there appeared 
many new dances. 

The festivities began with reli­
gious rites and ended with dances. 

In the festivity "Eating bamboo 
shoots and dri11htng spirits" there 
are several dances: ploughtn'g and 

· sowtng, the Devil on the rampage, the 
God oUove, the wizard fighting tigers 
and evil sptrils ... Those dances hav~ 
a concrete content depicting the 
people's life and struggle. The 
movements, although stylized, still 

/ 

The above-mentioned dances are 
performed only in religious festi­
vities. The dancen. are not prof es­
sionals but they are selected and 
trained under the guidance of wi­
zards. Compared with xoe vung, the 
dances in religious festivities are 
refined, richer in movements, more 
stylized, but their movements are 
still rela,ted to every activities. 

* 

TAKING pride of place are the 
dances with instruments: tur­
bans, bells, fans anJ hats. 

A glintpse of folk culture 

danei! 

imitate everyday activities; plough­
ing, sowing, rounding up tigers, 
exorcizing evil spirits. In some cas­
es, the dance deals with fecundity, 
a concept prevalent in the religious 
current of all agriclJltural societies. 

To the festivity "Worshtpptng 
Then" belong such dances as Flower 
offering, Tao Lam (a great Then), 
Waving one's turban over one's head, 
Praying to God Xa, Pravt.ng to God 
Lao, Sweeping wttheredflowers. Those 
are dances performed with tur­
bans which do not depict any con­
crete activity. Waving their turbans 
dexterously, the dancers praise 
the personages they worship: 
God Then, God Xa, God 
Lao .. · who pioneered in 
reclaiming land, building villag­
es, teaching the people to work 
and to live. Sweeping withered 
flowers is always the last item, for 
it means that spring has ended, 
flowers wither, the festivity winds 
up and one sweeps withered 
flowers to begin again a new year 
of work. 

These dances are appreciated not 
only at homebut also abroad. 

According to the artists in Phong 
Tho (Lai Chau province) these dan­
ces were created only a few score 
years ago. By: 19 £4 in Phong Tho 
district, Mr Deo Van On gathered 
together a number of art eflthu­
siasts with the men playing music 
and the women dancing. At first, 
they learnt six dances with turbans 
from the festivity "W,orshtpptng 
Then". On this basis they created 
new dances: servtng tea, serving 
tobacco, serving spirits, weaving . . 
The dance-troupe's premiere won 
warm applause and heartfelt sup­
port and the news of their ability 
spread rapidly. The Phong Tho 
dance-troupe was invited to perform 
in other districts of the province 
and also in the neighbouring dis­
tricts of China. This encourage­
ment spurred designers and actors 
to create more dances. After each 
performance they grew in. exper­
ience and in each tour they! learnt 
local dances. Gradually four kinds 

of dance with- instruments took 
shape: 

- Dances with turbans: waving, 
winding and rlancing around tur­
bans and sowing seed. 

....,. Dances wtthfans: opening, turn-; 
· ing and looking at fish from 
behind fans. 

- Dances with bells: a duo with 
bells; intertwining steps, and in a 
crouching position pretend.Ing to 
fall backwards and forwards ... 

- Dances with hats: Phong Tho 
hats with original movements: 
proffering them to right and left, 
whirli11g them over one's head, 
turning the hats inside out and back 
again ... 

Following in Phong Tho's steps, 
other places also set up dance· tro­
upes: Muong Lay (Lai Chau prov­
incf.'), Quvnh Nhai (Son La prov­
ince) ... These troupes learnt Phong 
Tho dances together with the way 
to create dances. Not only the Whi­
te Thai but also the Black Thai 
former\ dance-troupes in ·Tuan 
Giao, Son La, Mai Son, Song Ma, 
Di<'n Bien ... The troupes increased 
in number and the kinds of dance 
soon ran into several hundred ... 

N
ow the dances with instru­
ments have three outstanding 

· models : Phong Tho, Muonlj; 
Lay and Quynh Nhai. 

Phong Tho is the cradle of 
those dances. The Phong Tho 
troupe has gone through many 
ups and downs without, however, 
losing its· particular attraction due 
to its simplicity, naturalness and 
brightness. When speaking of 
Phong Tho today nobody can 
forget its fine hat dance born in 
the home of dances with instru­
ments. 

Next comes Muong Lay with its 
hat dance. There are not many 
kinds of dance here but the per­
formance technique of the Muong 
Lay troupe is quite streamlined 
and accomplished. One is entranced 
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t,y the winding of the turban, the 
shaking of the bell, the swaying 
of the hat and the bobbing of the 
fan. 

After Phong Tho and Muong 
Lay comes Quynh Nhai. Here the 
dance-troupe has developed rapidly 
with many original creations. The 
greatest credit goes to artist Dieu 
Chinh Ngau. This organizer, 
designer and stage-manager has 
created many outstanding works: 
dances with turbans like Turbans 
of peace, spinning; dances with bells 
like Tav Chien dance, Sanding dana, 
Sitting -dance; dances with fans 
like Looking atfish, a fan for two ... 
However, his greatest success 
which has taken much of his 
time are the dances with fans 
through which he wants to 
raise the younger Quynh Nhai 
troupe to the level of its two 
elders. His creations Flinging hats, 
Turning up hats, Turning down hats, 
Picking vegetables ar.d the musical 
pieces accompanying them have 
won him wide acclaim. 

I
F Thai dance can be compared 

to a beautiful garden, Phong 
Tho. Muong Lay and Quynh 

Nhai are certainly its most precious 
flowers. 

In the course of their formation 
and development the danc~s with 
instruments have outgrown the 
everyday life dances to become 
performance dances. They have 
become professionalized. Regula­
tions have been gradually set for 
their formations and movements. 
The actors only innovate to em­
bellish these movements. Also 
defined are the musical pieces for 
each kind of dances. One can say 
that each kind of Thai dance has 
a ttnh musical piece accompanying 
it. Not only the performer but 
also the spectator is a ware of this 
correspondence. 
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Turbans, bells, fans and hats 
used by the Thai people in their 
everyday life are also used by the 
artists to create images linked to 
dance language. Their daily activi­
ties: ploughing, so\ving, serving 
tea, catching fish, picking vegeta­
bles or flowers, spinning, weav­
ing ... also constitute a rich array 
for the artists to picture and prac­
tise upon. However, their main 
and most precious ere at ion is to 
bring into fullest play their various 
instruments. After turning down 
fans, they create turning up Jans, 
then gliding Jans. Coiled turbans 
linked to swaying motion are 
indeed pr-:tty, but unfurled turbans 
hovering around constitute an 
innovation. \Vith the instruments, 
the formations also vary. On the 
basis ot a round, one now has 
coiling and intertwining move­
ments; then the formations shift 
to horizontal and diagonal lines, 
which brings about a new effect. 
Another way of creation is to 
compose the musical piece at first 
and to play it before designing an 
appropriate dance. Only when the 
music is blended with the dance 
llO as to convey the artist's message 
can the creation be realisr.d. 
Through performance, the W<:lrk 
is complemented, polished and 
gradually asserted. Thus therr. is 
no limit to the development of 
dance. ' -

* 

D ANCE is mainly performed 
by women. Men take 
part as guides, designers 

and . musicians. Sometimes 
men dance, generally after 
having drunk, when the atmos­
phere grows hectic. or to end the 
dance. That is to speak of collec­
tive dance, dance in round and 
everyday life dance which are not 
aimed at expressing a personage's 
particular characters. However, in 
whatever kind of dance, the 
common feature of dance appears 
most clearly through the cheerful 
and lively traits and the natural 

beauty of women. The brightness, 
freshness, sweetness and grace of 
Thai women find a clear expres­
sion in the dance. In general, Thai 
dance does not have big leaps or 
broad gestures. l\:1ost common are 
small and quick steps, swaying 
and gliding motions, delicate 
wavings of hand, turban, bell, fan 
or hat around one's body. 

Bouncing constitu~es a prevalent 
trait of Thai dance. Bouncing up 
and down is common to every 
dance. One bounces down slightly 
to bounce up easily. One a'l.so 
bounces up slight!) to avoid a 
jerky• movement which Is taboo 
In Thai dance. To this end, a 
constant attention ·is paid to the 
knees. 

The body always acts in a 
natural and set position. Rare are 
the move mer.ts which deform it: 
twisting, inclining, felling, bending 
or coiling it. At most one can sit 
on one's knees and bend forward 
or backward - which is however 
very rare. It can be said that Thal 
dance is the repeated and stream­
lined action of small, dc:"licate and 
elaborate features ... 

The realities of life - production 
wor.k and fighting - of the Thai 
people gave birth to That 
dance. The simple steps in the 
dance in round, in the dances 
during the festivities "Eating 
bamboo shoots and drinking spirits" 
or" Worshipping Then" are forerun­
ners of performance dances later 
on. Although different in kind, 
the dance in round, festivity 
dance and performance dance 
constitute the three consecutive 
stages of development of dance 
among the Thai people in the 
Worth-West. 

HOANG BICH 
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PHAN PHAI... 
(Continued from p. r9) 

Phai was invited by American 
Professor John Gaston. of the 
University of California, and the 
Canadian Professor Dahmen, to 
visit their countries on a lecture 
tour. In the Soviet Union, Phan 
Phai was granted honorary mc-m­
bership oi the Association of 
Genetecists. 

Recalling all these honours Phan 
Phai said none of them had given 
him as much joy as the moment 
when, on that memorable after­
noon on }HI1L' 22, 1969 his teacher, 
Andreyev, realized the importance 
of his discovery among the row of 
Nigella on Lenin Hill in Moscow. 
All his Later successes, he said, 
originated from that revealing 
moment. 

' · Altoc:ether, Ph::m Phai e-xperi­
mentecl with fifteen generations 
of Nigella while preparing his 
doctoral thcsi>, v.:hich was com­
pleted in 197S. In their evaluation 
of the thesis the members of the 
jury of the USSR Academy of 
Sciences said it was a monumental, 
novel project, a considerable con­
tribution to modern genetics and 
to the theory pf evolution. They 
said his was an original mutation 
method which by far outstripped 
other methods in all aspects, and 
that the rare. valuable mutations 
he had caused vvould have a great 
impact 'On both theory and prac­
tice. 

* 

Phan Phai now devotes himself 
to applying his method in Vietnam 
as head of the Genetics Depart­
ment of the Institute of Sciences 
in Hanoi. Experiments are being 
made with maize, paddy and soya 
at Phuong Thanh. Me Tri and 
Phu Ninh - three agricultural 
cooper.atives in the suburbs. On 

a test plot for maize, ears are seen 
growing at the tips of the plants: 
male flowers have mutated Into 
female flowers and have fcrtilizccl 
In addition, each plant has from 
two to five more ears at the 
second leaf from the ground. 

·Phan Phai's experiments have 
increased mutation frequency by 
two times in paddy and 1.5 times 
in maize and soya. The crops also 
take less time to ripen (tweutY 

days less for maize), the grains 
are bigger, and yields higher (a IS 
- .:S per cent increase for maize)· 

Phan Phai and his colleagues 
arc working out a comprehensive 
mutation programme for rice, 
m:1ize and soya, in an effort to 
ach·ance seed selection which is 
an urgent task to raise economic 
efficiency in Vietnam's agriculture. 

LE BIEN 

---------· 

FIVE YEARS OF DEVELOPMENT ... 

(Continued fro,11 f'. 1.>) 

various districts, communes and · 
new economic zones. In the last 
five years, apart from repairing 
and upgrading 1,217 kilometres of 
roads, Phu Khanh has spent 1.6 
mil!on workdays to embank 1.:1 
milion cnbic metres of earth and 
stone in order to build 759.5 kilo­
metres of new roads ~nd +oo brid­
ges and culverts. At present, it bas 
. 2,+64 kilometres of roads linking 
various districts in the provinc:e 
including 460 kilometres which 
join various communes and ham­
lets to each other. 1,000 kilometres 
of roads leading to communes, 
773 kilometres connecting hamlets, 
and 231 kilometres of roads built 
on the dykes of ricefield. Of 165 
communes in the province, 16i 
have motor roads. Of the 33 com­
munes in the highlands, 29 have 
roads leading to the middle of 
them. ln Phu Khanh the area of 
farmland has increased quite 
rapidly: at the end of 1980, it 
was nearly double the area in the 
first year after liberation; every 
hectare of farmland is serviced bv 
2J.8 metres of road on average, o.r 
nearly four times what it was 

'before liberation. 

Tuy Hoa, the main rice-produc­
ing district of Phu Khanh, is. also 
renowned for its movement of 
transformation and building of 
rural roads. In the past five years, 
its inhabitants have contributed 
nearly one million work-days and 

over 34,000 dong to buy materials 
to build 451.5 kilometres of roads, 
173 bridges and culverts and to 
upgrade 321.7 kilometres of exist· 
ing roads. Many communes in 
the district have skilfully coordi­
nated t1ic construction of roads 
1viti1 that of irrigation work. 

P::rallcl with the building of the 
rural road network, Phu Khanh 
also pays attention to the transfor .. 
mation ::md d~velopment of the 
transportation iorce and the repair 
and construction of vehicles to 
meet local requirements. At present 
nearly 9.000 vehicles from the 
collective and private sectors have 
been used, totalling 3,600 _tonnes 
of means of transport (including 
2,700 animal-drawn vehicles, re­
presenting 3r.50 Y. of the total of 
transportation means). 

In the last five years, in the dis­
trict, the motorized and rudimen: 
tarv mt'ans of conveyance hav<" 
trai1sported 21 million- passengers 
and over one million tonnes of 
goods. 

\Vhile in 1976, the whole prov­
ince had only 60,000 hectarrs of 
farmland, or one tonne of means 
of transport per 60 hectares, to"day, 
the farmland in Phu Khanh 
rcacl1es 10 j,ooo hectares, or one 
to1rne of means of transport per 
29 hectares. In Cam Ranh, Ninh 
Hoa, and Tuv Hoa districts, rudi­
men!arv vehicles are used on a 
large scale to serve agriculture and 
the transport of foods. 

>JGUYEN DINH HANH 

27 



A ~ ' ·Hunters Paradise 

The Truong Son Range runs 
through Central Vietnam, from the 
right bank of the Ca River to the 
eastern part of southern Vietnam. 
It curves towards the east and 
divides into North Truong Son 
and South Truong Son. 

The northern section ends at 
Hai Van Pass to form the natural 
border between Vietnam and Laos. 
The southern section buttresses 
Tay Nguyen, or the vast Central 
Highlands. 

Going west from the plains one 
arrives at the country of wild 
beasts after a few days on foot. 

Wild buffalo, bulls and other 
horned animals are found .in the 
foothills, where the soil is dry 01 
humid depending on the season, 
and where streams are thickly 
lined ·vith bushes. Grey buffalo, 
brown bulls and deer-brown, 
spotted, reddish brown or black ; 
deer-come out to graze at day­
break and in late afternoon. They 
are fat and fearless creatures. 

The grassland bordering on 
jungle clearings is the natural 
ha bi tat of spotted deer-those lean, 
graceful, shade-loving animals­
which can be seen strolling in large 
groups at sunset, after having 
eaten their fill, the young light 
brown or white-spotted, the proud 
old once with their splendid antlers. 

Their nextdoor neighbours are 
the roedeer which, after moulting 
come out in large numbers in 
spring, their coats a splendid 
brown or dark grey. The buck, 
even more magnificent with their 
shining new antlers, roam about 
for whole months, joining one 
pack or another, always welcome 
guests. 

At the approach of the rainy 
season the doe hide themselves in 
the jungle, and when they come 
out again each is followed by a 
young one. The stag also go into 
hiding to moult. In the autumn 
the. antlers a~e still soft, but come 
spring they begin to harden and 
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branch off. Then the buck majes­
tically step out from the jungle, 
dazzling in, their new attire. 

Less spectacular are the common 
deer. Short-legged, and light brown 
or dark grey, they cannot be des­
cribed as graceful or beautiful. 
They live in bushes and only 
come out to feC"d at dusk. At dawn 
they retreat into their hideouts to 
sleep. Yet, they are the boldes.t. 
They will venture out as far as 

·the newly reclaimed fields to lick 
at the charred trees and, with 
their antlers, will hold hunting 
dogs at bay. They are also good 
swimmers. 

Most gent le are the gazelle. 
They do not live in groups as the 
roedeer or singly as the common 
deer, but in tight-knit families. 
The male sports a pair of short 
horns; the female, instead of 
horns. has two coquettish tufts of 
hairs. Anxious by nature they will 
bleat at the least sign of danger­
a sudden cf1ange in the wind, or 
a darkening sky. 

The dry season brings with it 
the withering of flowers, with_ the 
exception of a few !rte-blooming 
orchids which still adorn the 
denuded jungle with their pink 
or white sprays. The mountain air 
becomes cooler. St re a ms become 
shall?w and flow more gently. 

... .,._ .. , 
.... '·· .. .. ,.,'!. 

People leave their villages in 
search of deer antlers. At night 
they sleep in the open around 
campfires The ground is littered 
with carcasses of de-antlered ani­
mals. Smoked meat is stacked on 
temporary racks. 

* 
* * 

Leaving the clearing one goes up 
the slopes. Halfway, where _the 
jungle thickens, one enters the 
kingdom of monkeys. 

Abruptly the I silence of the 
jungle trail is shattered. One looks 
up and beholds the impish crea­
tures. Hanging by their long arms 
they dart from branch to branch 
or, joining hands. they form 
a string with which to des­
cend down to the water to have a 
drink, all the while chatteJ'!'.·iog,<:,~.i 
Incessantly. · · 

Days begin rather late in these 
regions, and while the cliffs glow 
wirh the rising sun the lo""'.er par!s 
remain in darkness. The Jungle is 
fuU of noises made by turkey, 
quail, and gazelle. The dom~n~nt 
note, however. is the ear-sphttmg 
chorus set up by the monkey1s to 
greet the coming of dawn. 

' And thev keep chattering, as~ur• 
ed of their safety. now that day­
light has returned and the lurking 
dangers of night are but a memory. 
At a signal from their leader, the_Y 
gleefully begin their acrobauc 
stunts. 

As afternoon fades into evening 
the monkeys look around with 
growing anxiety. After the last 
drink of the day, they gather in 
the tree tops. 

And as darkness sets in the 
jungle they try to get a last g!Jmpse 
of the dy~rig day. They follow 
the fleeing spots of light as if 
they were trying to hold them 
back. But dark11ess advances in­
exorably, and the monkeys, frigh- · 
tened raise a bedlam, filling their 
air w'ith a sad, mournful sound, 
quite different from their merry 
<!!hatter in the morning. There is 
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no telling which of them will fall 
qrey during the night to the.slither­
ing boa or to the velvet-footed 
leopard. 

* 
* * 

Here and there in the monkey 
country are found. vast stretches of 
bamboo. This is where the bison 
live. 

People who are used to jungie 
life prefer the quietness of a bam­
boo forest where, in the perma­
nent rustle of leaves they can drs­
cern the soft thuds made by the 
hooves of 1he native dw~llers, the 
occasional snap of a branch, and 
the steady chewing of the cud. 

Of all the bufjalo species bison 
are the largest and strcingest. They 
are the most spectacular, too, with 
their bulky chests, big heads, 
knobby foreheads, and sharp, 
curved horns. Their big, hunched 
shoulders add to the strength of 
their solid backs. 

Bison are of a sparkling brown 
.;"' .• "°r dark brown, and are hairy at 
· · the neck and belly. Their legs, 

from the knee down, are covered 
with white hairs. They have deep 
blue eyes, which they will lift up 
at the sky in a pensive mood each 
time they stop eating. They do not 
live in herds as other species, but 
singly or in pairs, and their terri­
tories are seldom violated. Theirs 
Is a carefree life which they fier­
cely defend. Many bear Jong, deep 
scars on which hair does not grow 
again. Others have mangled ears 
which make them look ugly. But 
these marks testify to their victo­
ries in many bloody battles. 

The bamboo country is also the 
habitat of the quiet, gentle cheo 
cheo (tapir) - the smallest rumi­
nants - which turn to bison for 
protection In size, a cheo cheo is 
inferior even to a hare. Its head 
has a vague resemblance to the 
head of a roedeer with the absence 
of antlers. Its eyes· are black, its 
hair a smooth dark brown, its legs 
Jean and graceful. 

The cheo chea are perhaps the 
weakest inhabitants of the jungle. 
Any carnivorous beasts can prey 
on them. They are completely de­
fenceless: no horns, no antlers, no 
paws, not eveQ ·brawny legs to 
carry them. Their only weapon is 
their tusks-if a pair of tusks only 
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a 'few centimetres long can be an 
effective weapon - With which 
they gnaw at bamboo shoots. In 
danger, the only thing they can do 
is to crouch very low and then 
dart off like a >-treak: 

But thanks to the bison, the cheo 
cheo can live a peaceful life. They 
feed at night, on shoots and mush­
rooms. After eating their fill, they 
quietly return to their burrows 
which they take care to build as 
close as possible t? the dwellings 
of their powerful neighbours, 
without whom they might already 
have been exterminated. 

It is generally maintained that 
jungle lifo is governed by jungle 
law, which allows bigger, more 
ferocious beasts to prey on smaller, 
weaker ones. That is not, however, 
the only criterion. Jungle life is 
collective life in which individual 
strengths are pooled into collective 
strength. Buffalo and other fang­
less or pawless animal~ live in 
herds to better protect themselves: 
the female and the young are 
always covered by a perimeter 
formed by the strong male. 

Jungle life is also one of inter­
dependence: for protection the 
cheo cheo turn to the bison, animals 
with unwielding antlers turn to 
those. with sharp, pointed horns. 

* 
* * 

From the bison country a few 
days' journey will take one up to 
the jungle proper. Here, rock 
cliffs stand shoulder to shoulder 
with tree-covered peaks, all peren­
nially shrouded in mist. Here 
streams never run dry. and the 
monotony of tall grass is relieved 
by the bright red colour of wild 
banana flowers. 

One is on the domain of the 
elephants now. Truong Son ele­
phants go on large herds. A small 
herd usually co11sists of two or 
three families, each with an adult 
male, two adult females, and three 
or four young ones. Elephants are 
big eaters, each needing four or 
five hundred kilograms of food a 
day. For this reason they are con­
·stantly on the move, day In day 
out, from the mountair.s down to 
the g_rass country, and up again. 
They spend the daytime in the 
shade, splash about in some stream 
in the afternoon, and feed at night. 

Their clear, loud, imperative trum­
peting early in the morning and at 
sunset often cause jungle travellers 
to pause and look around with 
apprehension. 

Elephants are the most awe-in­
spiring animals in,the jungle. They 
surpass all other beasts in intelli­
gence and loyalty. They are as 
attached to their kind as human 
beings are to one another. When 
one falls sick, the rest of the pack 
become distracted. If one is trapped, 
the others will do everything to 
free it. They will even go without 
food to do so. or give up a planned 
journey. 

When there is no rain and 
bamboo shoots become scarce the 
bison will leave their home for 

29·. 

-



the grass country. As soo11 as they 
appear there, the other beasts slinK 
away. The new masters take over 
and help th ems elves to the local 
produce in a _lordly way. But, not 
being of a i ootloose kind the v 
soon feel homesick, and 'Xill hurrv 
back after a few days. · 

The bison also know to reiurn 
kindness. \Vhen the den, which 
have a weakness for bamboo 
shoots, come to feed in their preser­
ves, they let their guests roam 
about in complete freed om. 

As a rule ruminants prefer a 
~edentary life. They only 'venture 
tar from home when food gets 
scarce, which may happen every 
two or three years, or ;,it the out­
break of some epidemic. 

Nothing can be more devastating 
than such an epidemic, \Vhich can 
kill scores of animals in a single 
day. Frightened, the \\"hole jungle 
population will move out. Such an 
exodus will be spearheaded by 
the bison. Next will . come the 
nimble-footed deer, and tlw :.:nw 
buffalo will take IIJ' the rc11. 

In silence the eYacuees go, and 
during the «)ifficult journe~· more 
will die, ol exllau~tion a1ul huu­
ger, or killed by other beasts lurk­
ing at every turn. Nothing, how­
ever, c'.ln stop them. \Vhen a leader 
collapses, another male takes his 
place. At long last they reach safe­
ty and begin to procreate. and ill 
a few years the decimated popui::i­
ti0n will grow in size. 

so 

C:r)utrary to beasts of a gentler 
kind, killers know no distance, 
and no place is off-limits to them. 
The tiger are the most dreaded 
ol all. 

Truong Son tiger dwell in deep. 
t\;.trk, bushy gorges not far away 
1 r:om pasture lands or from places 
of human habitation, where do­
mestic animals are always av11il­
a ble. The distance is calculated in 
such a way as would allow 
them ample time to go out, make 
a kill, and return to their dens 
within a night. 

The tiger begin their hunt at 
twilight, not long after other in­
habitants of the jungle have gird­
ed themselves for the dreaded 
darkness, the monkeys and the 
gazelle sounding the alarm, birds 
hurrying back to their nests, the 
buffalo grouping themselves in a 
fortified camp, the deer giving a 
wide berth to the clearings and 
seeking safety in the vast grass­
land. Even the lone bO'ar stop 
burrcwing and are on the defen­
si\'C, standing _on their hindlegs 
:1'..;ainst a tree, bristling. 

Having noted the least sound in 
the jungle the tiger get up, stretcl~ 
tlicm:,clves, yawn, and pad out o1 
their dens. They have not gone 
far yet. but already their presence 
is felt by the whole jungle. 

On they go, in a flowing motion, 
taking long, well-placed steps, 
Jlreir sharp eyes boring into the 
night, missing nothing. 

r n their wake are the r::ivenous 
hrenas in quest of spilled blood 
and leftovers from unfinished 
carcasses. They keep a respectful 
distance, cringing, their bellies 
sagging under them 

Each time their lords stop to 
take 1.Jetter stock of the situation, 
the ln-enas also come to a stand­
sti Ii. 'They lift a foreleg and raise 
their muzzles in anticipation, their 
tails between their hindlegs, ready 
lo run away. \Vhen the killers 
resume stalking they start anew, 
keeping their noses close to the 
ground. :'.\Teanwhile, out in the 
p«.st111-e,;, the buffalo have got up 
on thtir feet, their heads low, rea­
d v to \;ore. The deer and gazelle 
sitiff a i the air, their nostril;; flar­
ing. their feet tapping, poised for 
l ligli t. 

The tiger population on the 
Truong Son is VFry large There 

is hardly a gorge or a gully which 
is not inhabited by one. A tiger, if 
it has its ovvn wav, may kill 
dozens of cattle anci" hundreds of 
deer a year. L1Jckily, tiger cannot 
kill at will : Their preys will put 
up a stiff rcsistancf', and l1unters 
are always on their tracks. 

·People who cross the Truong 
Son for the first time may be 
troubled bv the roar of stalking 
tiger, which rolls through the 
night air to fill all nooks and cran­
nies. Seasoned trail wanderers, 
however, prefer this to the more 
disquieting moments of silence: a 
tiger roars when it is angered by 
the escape of a prey, thus betray­
ing its presence and alerting the 
world to its whereaboPts 

* 
* * 

Man) explorers have agreed, 
that the Truong Son Range like 
the primeval forests in Africa and 
in the Himalavas, ranks among the 
best In tne \'.·orld for its fauna. 
No wonder it is called, without 
exaggeration, a "hunters' para­
dise". 

VU HUNG 
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THE ONLY WAY ... 

(Conttnued from p.5) 

greatly changed inf a vour of revo­
lution and peace. For the first 
time in history there have emerged 
on the Indochinese peninsula three 
independent and sovereign cour1-
tries closely united and advancing 
together to socialism. A new 
situation has set in in Southeast 
Asia: that of peaceful coexistence 
between two national systems. 
with differing political and eco­
nomic social regimes which both 
need peace and stability to develop. 

---- ---------

With their external poiicy of peace 
and independence, Vietnam, Laos 
and Kampuchea are promoting 
their role as active perpetrators of 
peace and stability in the region. 

The practice of revolutionary 
struggle over the past forty years in 
Southeast Asia has proved that in 
our time, that of transition from 
capitalism to socialism beginning 
with the Russian October Revolu­
tion, and particularly in the post­
Vietnam· period - when impe­
rialism weakens in every field -
any nation however small, which is 
united under the correct leadership 
of a true Marxist-Leninist party, 
closely cooperate with the Soviet 
Union and other socialist countries. 

SINO-VIETNAMESE RELATIONS ... 
(Continued from p. 9) 

Meanwhile, the Vietnamese 
royal court (now under a new 
dynasty - the Nguyen) in Hue 
was completely in the dark about 
the above developments. Thus, in 
1882 when Henri Riviere attacked 
and occupied Hanoi, King Tu Due 
sent his emissary to ask for 
Chinese help. The same year, 
Hanoi was occupied for the second 
time by a small French force. The 
Chinese governor of Guangdong 
and Guangxi in a secret report to 
Beijing wrote: "Vietnam and 
China share the same border, but 
now Vietnam is fast weakening 
and cannot save itself. \Vhy don't 
we seize this occasion to send our 
forces to occupy the highland 
provinces of Vietnam under the 
pretext of helping it resist French 
aggression ? Then, if things get 
harder for them we'll move down 
to occupy also the provinces north 
of the Red River." Beijing agreed 
to that plan and sent a big armed 
force to operate in Bae Ninh and 
Son Tay province15 respectively 
north and west of Hanoi. 

There is no doubt as to Beijing's 
intention. Knowing_ that it could 
not cope with the \Vestern capital-

No. 9 - Ig8I 

ist powers, it nevertheless wanted 
to seize the moment when the 
Vietnamese people had to con­
centrate on resisting the French. 
Thus. in the 188o's, the Vietnamese 
people were subject to the double 
voke of the French aggressors and 
the Chinese interventionists. 

The.French were bogged down 
in Tonkin. The Chinese forces 
inflicted , ever more serious losses 
on the French tro_ops. The newly 
installed government in Paris had 
to cable the French consul in 
Tonkin, Paten6tre, ordering him 
to negotiate with the Chinese 
representative. Thus the Tien 
Tsin treatv was signed on April 
27, 1885 under the terms of which 
China recognized France's "pro­
tectorate " over Vietnam in return 
for France's return .of Chinese 
coastal bases which France had 
occupied, and the Ii fting of• the 
blockade of Formosa by the French 
navy. 

For its selfish interests China 
easilv surrendered Vietnam to 
the .French colonialists. This was 
a very heavy blow to the patriotic 
movement in Vietnam at that 
time. 

and enjoys the support of the 
progressive forces in the· world, 
can defeat aggressors many times 
bigger and secure independence 
and self-mastery for its country. 
The collusion of the most 
reactionary, forces in history 
be they US imperialism or 
Chinese expansionism or any other 
reactionary force, cannot reverse 
the trend of development of his­
tory. The futur(" .belongs to the 
forces struggling for pea~e, nation­
al independence a :1d socialism. 

April 1981 

PHUC cuo;;c 

Thus the basic policy of tlle 
succeeding feudal dynasties In 
China towards Vietnam mav be 
summed up as follows: to annex 
Vietnam and, as a prelude to 
annexation bv force, to use intim­
idation and· pressure through 
diplomatic channels. If the annex­
ation failed, China would save 
face by saying that it spared Viet­
nam for humanitarian reasons. As 
for the Qing court, it adopted a 
dual policy following its disas­
trous defeat in Vietnam in 1789: 
on the one hand, to effect a con­
tinual retreat before surrend.ering 
unconditionally to the Western 
imperialist powers. On the other 
hand, not to lose any opportunity 
to annex Vietnam under the pre­
tence of sending its troops to help 
the Vietnamese feudalists resist 
French aggression/ When things 
turned for the worse it would 
unhesitatingly decamp, leaving 
Vietnam at the mercy of the 
French colonialists. 

China's present policy toward 
Vietnam can best be explained 
when one compares it to the 
policy applied by the former 
emperors of feudal China, and in 
particular, by the Qing court. 

VAN TAN 
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CHR'ONOLOGY 
(16 July - 15 August 1981) 

July 

17. In accordance with the decision of the People's 
Supreme Assembly, Souphanouvong, President of the 
Lao People's Democratic Rr-public,, confers the 
National Golden Order on Le Duan, General Secre­
tary of the C.C. of CP.V. 

20. The SRV Foreign Ministry issues a statement 
rejecting the" declaration" and "resolution"' adopted 
by the" International Conference on Kampuchea". 

- The Council of Ministers gives instruction on 
new policies concerning child care and education. 

~2· The Vietnamese feature film "The Wild Field" 
wins a gold medal at the 12th International Film 
Festival held in Moscow. 

- Signing in Vientiane of an agreement on forestry 
cooperation between Vietnam and Laos. ' 

23. VNA issues a. statement flatly rejecting the 
slanderous charges of the Thai Army High Command 
broadcast over B~ngkok Radio on July zz that 
«Vietnamese troops had shelled and laid mines on 
Thal territory causing losses to Thailand." 

24. Minister of Foreign Affairs Nguyen Co Thach 
cone! udes his official visit to the Mongolian Pevple's 
Republic begun on 20 July 198r. 

- The Governments of the SR V and the Republic 
of Zimbabwe agree to establish diplomatic relations 
at ambassadorial level between the two countries. 

- Signing in Moscow of an agreement on economic 
and technological co-operation for 1981- 1985 between 
Vietnam and the Soviet Union. 

25. The Council of Ministers gives instruction on 
organising the transfer of labour between different 
regions in the country. 

27 Opening in Hanoi of an exhibition entitled "For 
Man's Life and Happiness" on the occasion of the 
International Year of the Disabled. 

23. A delegation of the Vietnam Women's Union 
led by its President, Nguyen Thi Dinh, leavts Hanoi 
on a friendly vis1t to the Soviet Union 

30. Signing in l\foscow of an agreement on goods 
exchange and payment for 1981-1985 between \ iet­
nam and the Soviet Union. 

-· Vietnam's first gas- turbine power plant built in 
the province of Thai Binh has co111missioned its first 
turbine with a capacity of 17,000 kilowatts. 

- Chairman of the Council of Ministers Pham Van 
Dong sends a message of greeting to the world con­
ference against Atomic and Hydrogen bombs, saying 
that "The Vietnamese Government and people fully 
su2port the struggle and the initiatives against A and 
H oomb." 
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August 

z. V NA issues a statement flatly rejecting the news 
broadcast by Radio Beijing which slanderously charg­
ed that "Vietnam had dropped chemicals into sour­
ces of drinking water in the Kampuchean province 
of Battambang." 

3. The Danish Govern~nt sends 750.000 US dollars 
to Vietnam to buy food for floc1d-stricken areas. 

4. The first national Chemistry conference Is held 
under the auspices of the Vietnam Institute of Scien­
ces, the Minhtry of Higher and Secondary Vocational 
Education and the General Department of Chemistry. 
The conference aims to exchange results of scientific 
and technological research achieved during the past 
years and set the direction and tasks for tlie coming 
years. 

. 5 The Institute of Literature, the Institute of Peda­
gogy and the Teacher-Training College No. 1 organ­
ise in Hanoi a Scientific conference on Vietnam's 
socialist family. 

6. A peasant in Vinh Ho commune, Vi Xuyen dis­
trict, Ha Tuyen province, finds an earthenware jar 
containing several bronze coins from the Tran, Ho 
and Le dynasties (13-16 centuries), This will facilitate 
research on the currency, trade and other historical 
problems of the epoch. 

- V NA issues a statement flatly rejecting the 
fabrication of a high official of the Nation:il Security 
Council of Thailand which says that Vietnam has 
counterfaited Thai bank-notes and smuggled them 
from Laos into Thailand. 

- The Vietnamese Association of the Blind inau~ ·>~\ 
gurates a Dutch-financed Braille printing workshop 
on the occasion of the 11.ternatlonal Year of the 
Disabled. 

8. A conference to review the implementation of 
the contracted quota system is held in Ha Nam Ninh 
province from 8 to 12 August. The conference con­
firms that the application of the system of quota 
allocations to -farmers is a new stage of development 
in Vietnam's agriculture. Thanks to this system, rice 
output increased by 220,000 tonnes in the last win· 
ter-spring crop compared with the same crop last 
year. 

9. Le Tien Manh, a member of the Vietnamese 
Circus Union, is awarded a prize as the best clown 
at the First Ci'!'cus Festival of Socialist countries held 
in Havana, Cuba. 

12. Tl:!.e mission of consultation of UN Council for 
Namibia led by N.G. Sinclair visits Vietnam from 

. 7 to 12 August. . 

- The SRV Government resolutely suppor~s the 
struggle of the Namibia people and protests against 
South Africa's policy towards Namibia. 

- The Council of Ministers gives instruction on 
promoting family planning for 1981-1985. Some con­
crete targets to be realized: a couple should have a 
maximum of two children and the average rate of 
population growth in the wh"1e country should be 
reduced to I.7 'j. (the North: 1.5'j. and the South: 1.91.). 

14. The Vietnam Ministry of Agricultur~ holds 11 
ceremony to receive 3,700 tonnes of urea fertilizer 
donated by: the Swedish International Development 
Agency (SIDA). 

VIE'l'N.AM COURIER 
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3. The general education 
school of Hai Chau commune 
(Ha Nam Ninh province). 

Photo · VU HUYEN 

SCHOOL 

ACTIVITIES 

l. An Adult education cour'c in a mounlainou• 
commune (Tun Dur, Ha Tuyen prnvinr<'). 

Photo: \'U THt:y ANH 

2 . .\n Arlult edurntinn ronrse 
"' " c~nlrr.1 Highlanrl 
Comtnunf'. 

Photo: NHU KHUE 



SCHOOL 

ACTIVITIES 

I . At the Teacher-Training 
College in Vinh (Ngbe-Tinh 
province). 

Photo : QUAN PHUNG 

2. Pupils ol the Ballet 
School perlormin1 a scene or 
"Swan Lake ". 

Photo : TRAN DINH 

3. In tlae Playaica Sectien of 
the Polyteclanical Unht"nity in 
Hanoi. 

Photo : VU THUY ANH 

/ . 
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