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OUR MONTHLY 

COMMENT 

2 I-IE U_\' Secretary-General must have been under 

lv heavy pressure when he convened the "Interna-

tional Conftrence on Kampuchea" right at the 

moment when UN ojftcials were leaving for their summer 

holidays. Even more so stnce he contravened hts own state­

meri! to the t!Ject that 15th June was the deadltne for all 

UN member countries ta answer whether they would attend 

or not. The prolongation of the deadltne "unttl the con­

ference is held", however, failed tn make the composition 

of the conference reflect tlzat of tlie UniteJ Nations. Not 

only Vietnam, Laos and the socialist ww:tries, but also 

many non-aligned countries i11cludi11~ I i1e most representa­

tive ones, were not present in New York. So, as comment­

ed tlze New York Times, the conference "applauded 

wtth one hand only". Representing the Kampuchean people 

at the conference was the Pol Pot clique, thttr own exe­

cutioner, and a handful of reactionary elements Zt'ho no 

longer have a position tn Kampuchea. 

Th~s then is the forum/or the US, China and thou 

livinf! tn their orbit to exhibit their hatred for the peoples 

of Viel nam, I ndochlna and those who refuse to resign 

themselves to living in the neo-colonialtst order set 

for them by the US impertaltsts, with the comlivance of 

Beijing (see the article "Neo-Colonialism" publtshed tn 

this issue). And what nauseating hypocrisy when, tn the 

forum of thts unilateral conference, representatives of the 

ringleaders of world imperialism and of the greatest hege­

monist country raised their voices in defence of the peoples' 

fundamental rights. They impudently denied the Kampuchean 

pPople's self-ltberattonfrom an unprecedentedly barbarous 

administration, which applied in Kampuchea a doctrine 

akin to that which brought about the bloody cultural revol­

ution in China - an administration that turrttd out to be 

the henchmen of China, 



Contradicting contentions prevailed at the conference. 
When the Pol Pot genoctda/ clique was rtdtng roughshod 

Y .~ 
ui-er Kampuchea they dtd not utter a single word. et now 
011 the one hand they invited the Pol Pot representatives to 
the conference, whilst on the other simulated di.rgust at see­
ing them and even refused to shake hands with them. ft; the 
face of the risk of extermination of a neighbouring people, 
Vietnam fulfilled US Senator 1'vfc Govern's wish: it sent 
army units to help tlze Kampuchean people overthrow Bei­
jing's domination through the Pu! Pot clique. This is tn 

full co'!formity with ethics and international law, and 
has a precedent in Asta as well as in. Afrtca But 
this ts seen tn this case as "an aggression" and those 
attendtnf the conference demand that Vietnam should with· 
draw tis troops, whf/e they admit that there ts a danger of 
a come-back bv the PoJ Pot clique. 

Starling from such an erroneous assessment, they putfor­
:uard a solution: to dispatch UN forces to Kampuchea to 
maintain order, und to set up a provisional administratton 
as a first step to holding general elections under Ul\- super­
vision. What ts this if not a plot tlJ annul what has ban 
achieved by the Kampuchean people since ltberatton: restor­
ing famil_Y and social life, rebuilding agriculture and 
industry, re-organlring people's power at al/ levels, adopt­
ing the Constitution and setting up a central government 
elected by the pea pl e. OJ course all this ts not to the taste 
of the US, China and their sate!htcs,for the Go?Jernment 
in Kampuchea has c!wsi?n the ro.·zd to socialism, and lzas 
pledged close solidarity with Vtetnam and Laos. In fact, 
the Conference is creating an extremely dangerous precedent 
for the peoples of the Third World: to deny the fundamen­
tal prtnciple of th1 pe·1p!e.r' right to self-determination. 

The Government of the People's Republic of Kampuchea 
and the Government of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam 
have ttme and again affirmed that the presence of Vietnam­
ese troops tn Kampuchea comes within the jurisdiction of 
the two countries, and that Vietnamese troops will be with­
dra~ur1 from Kampuchea as soon as the Chinese menace is 
remo~:ed. 

The revival of Kampuchea is under way and security in 
this country is a least better than many other Southeast 
Asian countries. There ts no "problem" here, except that 
the tnternattonal community m11St continue to help Kam­
puchea step up the process of revival. Tension tn Southeast 
Asta is a fact, but tt does not arise from the situatton in 
Kampuchea; it is not reflected tn the relations between the 
ASEAN and the Indochinese countries, for thou two 
groups of countries, whose genuine interest:, are similar 
to each other, wish to but!d a p1aceful and stable Southeast 
Asia. It has its source in the opposition of the Vietnamese 
people and Indochinese peoples to the Beijing rulers' ex­
pansionist and 11fgemonist policy. Havtng suffered a bitter 
defeat In Kampuchea, Beijing has created a "problem" 
around this country. So ti trtes to sow division between tlF 
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ASEAN countries and the Indochinese countries. Thts ts 

in conformity with TVashtngton's interests and a great 

amount of ink has flowed in the concoction vj thts 

"problem". 

The participants in the International Co11ference on Kam­

pu_,hea know full well that imposing one side's view on 

the other co11travenes the principle of negottattons on an 

equal fooling in tnternattonal relations, and that it will 

n,;t succeed If tht wwpons supplied by Beijing, with the 

connivance of Bangkok, to Pol Pot and other Khmer rebels 

on the border area could not reverse the situation In Kam­

puchea, tho resolutions of thts conference wtll certatnly 

make no difference either. 

Some participants in thts ionferenca may place their 

hope in the measure of" bringing pressure to bear on Hanoi" 

as_ has been impudently stated by US Secretary of State 

Alexandtr Haig: maxtmun diplomatic and economic isola­

tion, combined wtth Chinese military pressure on the Indo­

chinese countries. 

Alexander Hatg ieclared that: "The US would not 

consider normalizing its relatto11s wtth Vietnam u11ttl the 

latter changed its present poltctes ". Meanwhile Beijing's 

Foreign 11finis!r\' hurriedly made a similar statement toJhts 

ef/i:ct. H ozce·0tr. those who hrn'e read the history of the 

Vietnamese people will understand that such threatening 

wordr are futtle. So ts the carrot of "economic atd to 

VI· tnam" if V tetnam submtts to the will of the West and 

Beijing. The Vietnameu peopl_t.!lre not alone, they enjoy 

the sympathy and support of the ~fllmi1 Hi tmd' 

many friendly countries in the Third World, and e'l:en of 

many people ltvtng tn the West and in China. 

Now the "International Conference on Kam-
puchea" has decided to set up an ad hoc committee to 

maintain pressure on Vietnam and bring Vietnam to the 

negotiating table. We have made it clear that there ts no 
problem to ne gotiatc on and anyway Vietnam is not used 

to negotiating. on the right to independence of other 
nations. What we wishjor ts to hold regional dialogues and 

talks with the ASEAN countries and the other Southeast 
Asian countries with a i>tew to realizing a peaceful and 

stable Southeast Asia where frtendshtp and cu-operation 
hold sway. 

The Untied A'ations Organization has many a time lent 

its name to the r.reation or structures aimed at changing the 

situation in East European countries after World War I I. 

What has bnn the result of those Ji1tile 1ffor1s is common 
kno:.JJledge. 

VIETNAM COURIER 
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rhe Road lo Peace and Slabilily in Soulheast Asia 

11. MAOISM and SQUTHEAST ASIA 

S. INCE the birth of the People's 
Republic of China thirty 
years ago, Southeast Asia .has 

had to face the threat posed by 
the Beijlng ruling circle's policy of 
expansionism and he~emonism. 

This threat is large and long­
standing, not least because the 
region has an important strategic 
position contiguous to Southern 
China. China has long considered 
Southeast Asia its traditional sphere 
of expansion, but since Mao's rise 
to power the Chinese rulers have 
regarded Southeast Asia as Chinese 
territory occupied by Western 
powers, which they have the res­
ponsibility to recover. Owing to 
this geopolitical character the Chin­
ese threat to Southeast Asia is par­
ticularly dangerous. The r.atu• e of 
imperialism does not change but, 
when it is defeated and has to 
withdraw from a region, its threat 
still lingers on in a Ii mited and 
indirect way. On the contrary, the 
threat of China's policy of expan­
sionism .and hegemonism to South­
east Asia will remain until the 
Beijing rulers end their reactionary 
policy. China's threat is all the 
more dangerous to Sontheast Asia 
as the influence of Maoism has 
deeply infiltrated the revolutionary 
movements in the region th.rough 
rro-Mao forces and the millions of 
Chinese residents and people of 
Chinese descent. 

To realize fully' the dangerous 
character of Maoism one has to 
grasp the important position of 
Southeast Asia in Beijing's global 
strategv. China's choice of South­
east Asia as one of the most 
efficient tools' for its counter­
revolutionary strategy springs 
from various reasons. 

First of all, Southeast Asia. is th'e 
home of small countries. The 
population of the biggest one is 
but one-tenth of China's. The 
colonialists' divide-and-rule policy 
has left many inimities, conflicts 
and contradictions among the 
countries of the region This ha~ 
provided an opportunity for China 
to fish in troubled waters with 
ready tools for its intervention. 

Secondly, Southeast Asia Is a 
region where the strategic interests 
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of the imperialist powers con­
staPtly clash and therefore a lot 
of contradictions ha vc accumulated 
that China can turn to its advantage 
China ·used the contradictions 
between the imperialists to com­
promise with France in 1954 at 
the Geneva Confererrcc on Indo­
china so as to drive away US 
influence from its southern bor­
ders. China has a \so used the con­
tradict ions between the Southeast 
Asian peoples and imperialism to 
develop its own influence in the 
region, not to mention the contra­
diction between various forces; 
particularly the pro-Mao forces, 
against the governments of these 
countries in order to bring pres­
sure to bear upon them. 

Thirdly, Southeast A~ia is a 
region with a most active and 
resolute revolutionary movement. 
However, these movements gener­
ally have to cope with enemies 
tens of times Ligger, po:-ses~ing 
a huge economic and military 
potential. To be victorious the 
revolutionary movements in South­
east Asia need foreign support 
and assistance. Availirig themselves 
of this characteristic, the Chinese 
rulers have resorted to economic 
and military aid. u~ing these 
movements as a tool to bargain• 
w,th imperialism and trample 
underfoot the Southeast Asian 
peoples to attain great-power 
status. 

Over the past thirty years 
China's policy with regard to 
Southeast Asia has changed many 
times but its strategic goal remain­
ed to serve China's he;:emo11ist 
ambitions in Southeast Asia and 
the world. 

From 1949 t::i 1958 unJer the 
newly-won power China's general 
strategy was rapidly to restore its 
war-torn economv and deal \Vith 
two imperialist ~hotbeds of war 
close to its northern and southern 
borders (the Korean and the In­
dochina wars) while opposing the 
US policy of encirclement and mili­
tary threats. At that time the 
world was enmeshed in a cold 
war. China signed a treaty of 
alliance and mutual assistance with 
the Soviet Union regarded as lead-

ing the world revolution, so a• 
to acquire Soviet aid and economic 
assistance and use the Soviet­
Chinese alliance to contain the 
USA. This was also the period 
when China sent troops to help 
the Korean people to fight the U~ 
war of aggression in Korea and 
actively supported the national 
liberation movement in Sou1beast 
Asia. Mean while, specially after 
the end of the Korean war, China 
strove to use the national liberation 
struggle of the Southeast Asian 
peoples-the Indochinese in particu­
lar - as a tool to attain great­
power status and to bargain and 
compromise with the French 
colonialists. At the 1954 Geneva 
conference on fodochina, for the 
first time China appeared on a par 
with four other great powers (the 
Soviet Union, the USA, Britain 
and France) while China's seat 
;is permanent member of--the 
Security Council in the United 
:'.'-Jations Organization was still in 
Jia11g Jieshi's (Chiang Kai-shek) 
hanJs. Fearing that the USA might 
intervene in Southeast Asia, China 
sought to , help France end the 
Indochina war, split Vietnam, 
maintai:11- .,-.F.i::ench presence and 
influence i~\bietttaffl, Laes'· 
and Kampuchea while containing 
the Vietnamese revolution and 
tying Vietnam to China. 

At the same time, China signed 
a declaration with the Southeast 
and Southern Asian countries on 
five principles of peaceful .coexist­
ence, and ordered the pro-Chinese 
"communist parties" to stop 
armed struggle and enter into 
negotiation with the Southeast 
Asian Governments. China also 
opposed Vietnam and Lao~ for 
waging armed struggle to liberate 
their countries. 

These moves by Beijing were 
meant to prevent the USA from 
intervening directly in Southeast 
Asia :and at the same time to offer 
it signals of detente. Contacts 
between China and the USA had 
already begun at Panmunjom 
(Korea) and_ went on at the 195+ 
Geneva Conterence. At last, official 
talks at ambassadoria1 level be­
tween the two countries opened in 
mid-1955 in Geneva and continued 
later on in Warsaw. 

VIETNAM COURIER 



' 
1 

t 
t 
l 
l 

THE LAO 

c 
NATIONAL GOLDEN ORDER 

NFERRED ON LE DUAN 

On 17 July, 1981, President Souphanouvong of the Lao People's Dl'mocratic Ilepublic signed 

a decree conferring the National Golden Order on Le Duan, General Secretary of the Communist 

Party of Vietnam. Based on a decision of the People's Supreme Council, this is the highest distinc· 

tion of the Lao People's Democratic Republic and is bestowed upon Le Duan for his m8jor rontribu­

tion to the solidarity, special friendship and ro·operation between Laos and Vietnam. 

From 1959 to IC}69 the balance of 
forces began to tip towards the 
side of the Soviet Union and the 
revolutionary forces. Soviet achi­
evements in strategic weapons and 
in space conquest brought about 
Soviet-American strategic . parity 
while the national liberation 
struggle vigorously developing 
after Dien Bien Phu compelled the 
USA to seek a detente with the 
Soviet Union. Meanwhile, owing 
to the "big leap forward" Chinese 
economy was in chaos with famine 
and unemf>loyment rife. The 
prestige of· Mao and the Maoist 
ruling clique seriously dcclinnL 
fhe fierce tussle among Mn's 
followers ied to a civil war dubbed 
"Great Proletarian Cultural Revol­
ution" in the late six1 ies 

China's strategy in this period 
was to win over the national 
liberation movement and the world 
revolutionary movement, to oppo-c 
both the USA and the Soviet 
Union, while pitting the Soviet 
Union against the USA so that 
both met with difficulties, leaving 
China free to solve the power 
struggle in China, and creating 
favourable international conditions 
for China to wrest the leadership 
of the world revolution. Once 
again, China's moves in Southea' t 
Asia at that time show that China 
used the region as its main tool to 
implement this strategy. Franti­
cally China worked to convene a 
second Afro-Asian Conference, 
boosted the movement of newly 
emerging forces (GANEFO), subse­
quently setting up an interna­
tional of the newly emerging forces 
organization (CONEFO), acce!erated 
the formation of a Beijing-Hanoi­
~hnom Penh-Jakarta-Pyongvang 
axis, incited Indonesia to withdraw 
from the United Nations Organiza­
tion 'lnd then masterminded ~ 
putsch in that country. 

.Vo. 8-1981 

·-----------~-----------~~---~-----

This was also the period when 
Chi11:1 did its utmost to split the 
international communist move­
ments. As well as putting forward 
a "25· point programme" for the 
international communist move­
mem, China s'.rove to cause schisms 
within the world communist and 
workers' parties, instigated the 
founding of Maorst groups labelled 
"true Marxist-Leninist parties" 
throughout the world, and energeti­
callv worked to convene a confer­
ence of eleven communist parties, 
rnai n ly from Southeast Asia, 
~Jiq1;nL'. 8t >ctting up an interna­
ti":11;1l ctnnniuciist movement led by 
Chi11a. 

To cffate difficulties for the 
Soviet Union and the USA the 
Beijing reactionaries engineered 
clashes on the Soviet Chinese 
border. launched big campaigns in 
the worl-! agaimt the Soviet Union 
and the USA. They ordered the 
l\faoist group' in Southeast Asia to 
carrv out arme l struggle against 
the. US . .\ and the Southeast Asian 
Governments under the motto: 
Power comes out of the barrel of 
the gur. 

In this period the USA was 
waging a war of aggression against 
Viet[Jam and the other Indochinese 
countries. On the one hand, Beijiµg 
sent word to the USA that if it 
did not attack China, then China 
would not attack it either. At the 
same time Beijing refuted the 
founding of a world people's front 
in support of Vietnam with Soviet 
participation and persuaded 
Vietnam to waive Soviet help; the 
Chinese rulers also exhorted 
Vietnam to fight to the bitter end 
and opposed Vietnam's negotiating 
with the US.\. JL1~t as Maxwell 
Taylor stated,· Beijing Was deter­
mined to '' 'ight the USA to the last 

Vietnamese." Beijing's aim was to 
manipulate our people's war of 
resistance to seek a detente with 
the USA. 

The post-Vietnam era began in 
1975. The US defeat in Vietnam 
hastened an economic and political1 
crisis which weakened the USAt 
and drove the whole world capi­
talist system into a crisis. The 
rapid growth of the Soviet Union 
and the three revolutionary cur­
rents of the time has tipped the 
balance of forces on the side of 
peace, national independence and 
socialism. ~1ea11while, China faces 
a collapse both politically. and 
economically after many years of 
trouble. China's foremost strategic 
task in this period is to stabilize 
internal order and modernized the 
country rapidly to turn it into a 
great power. China wants to pit 
the USA against the Soviet Union 
while capitalizing on the weaken­
ing position of the US and its need 
to cope with the growth of the 
Soviet Union and the world revol­
utionarv movement. On the one 
hand, China puts forward the 
"three-world theory" calling for 
a struggle against the two super­
powers and sabotaging Soviet­
American detente by setting the 
USA and the Soviet Union at 
loggerheads. on the other China 
sets up a front with the imperial­
ists and the international reaction­
aries against the Soviet Union, 
calling on the USA and other 
imperialist forces to help build a 
powerful China a> the 16th member 
of NA TO to def end imperiallsm 
in the East. China has thrown off 
its revolutionary mask and openly 
colludes with imperialism, partic­
ularly US imperialism, to oppose 
the Soviet Union and the world 
revolutionary movement. 
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China's betrayal Legins and 
climaxe' in Southeast Asia. After 
its defeat in Vietnam tbe L1SA was 
compelied to implement the Nixon 
doctrine and the Vietnamization of 
the war, the aim of .. which was to 
w-.ithuraw US troops from South 
Vietnam while maintaini11g the 
Saigon puppet administration. The 
Nixon doctrine was also aimed at 
withdravliing US troops from the 
Southeast Asian main!Jnd while 
preserving- US in\ere;ots there. 
China's betrayal helped the Nixon 
Administration realize the~oe aim~. 
China agre~d to help the USA 
maintain the puppet regime in 
South Vktnam; for its part, the 
USA agreed to withdraw from 
Taiwan. not to oppose China's 
entry into the United Nations 
Organiz:ition and let it become the 
third pole in the US "triangle" 
strategy. At the ~ame time China 
colluded with the USA and ASEAN 
to contain the Vietnamese and 
Indochinese revolutions and check 
the influence of the Soviet Union 
in Southeast Asia. To serve this 
strategy China ordered the rebel­
lious " J\1aoist" groups to end 
their armer! struggle and cooperate 
with the local go1·ernments. 

The complete victory of our 
people in their war of resistance 
against US aggression to save our 
country and reunify our horn~~ 
land, the victory of the Lao revolu­
tion and the victory of the 
Kampuche:rn peoplt> OH rthrowing 
the rule of the Pol Pot-Ieng Sary 
genocidal clique have dealt a 
deadly blow at China's dark 
schemes, shattering a part of 
China's stratt>gy to collurle with 
the imperialist" and rea('tionaries. 
With the victorv of the Indochin­
ese revolution the trend of peace 
and ind<"pendence has pervaded 
Southeast Asia. h this situation, 
the B( ijing reactionarv clique has 
attempted to distort the presence of 
Vietnamese troops in Kampuchea, 
who are actually there at the 
request of the Kampuchean 
People's Revolutionary Council 
helping the Kampuchean pe0ple 
sweep a way the remnants of the 
Pol Pot troops. China's !ntentior, 
is to slander Vietnam for 
"aggression against Krimpuchea" 
so as to rig up a "Vietnamese 
threat " :ind a confrontaHon be­
tween the Indochinese and ASEAN 
countries. Day after day the 
Beijing rulers have grown more 
hostile to the Indoch(nese peoples 
and tried to set the ASEAN coun­
tries at odds ag:iinst the Indochin­
ese countries. 

China use of the Pol Pot clique 
to rekindle a war in Southeast 

6 

Asia and its aggression with over 
6<>0.000 troops against Vietnam in 
February HJ79 were aimed at in­
vading Vietnam, intervening and 
weakening it, then dividing the 
three Indochinese countries. At the 
same time, the Beijing reaction­
aries want to cause a crisis in 
Southeast Asia and undermine the 
trend of peace and friendly co­
nperation now developing among 
the Southeaq Asian countries 
after the victory of the Indochinese 
countries. This crisis helped shape 
a regroupment of forces in South­
east Asia: China, the USA, Japan 
and the ASEAN countries on one 
side, and the Indochinese countries 
on the other; it boosted the collu­
sion between the USA and China. 
to a climax in 1979 and 1980. No 
wonder that the Beijing reaction­
aries-the most brazen.:_are fran­
tir.a11v opposing the repurliation of 
Po.1 Pot and the trPnrl of rli!llogue 
in Southeast Asia. Defeated by our 
armv anrl people, China had to 
withrlra\'v' its troops but continues 
to nnrtiirP aggressive rlesigns 
ae-ainst 011r countrv The Chinese 
reactinnaries arc rloing tht"ir best 
tn irmh· militarv nressure on 
C:Hn<i's hnnler with Vietn~m anrl. 
Lans. ;ind to 11se the "Kamn11-
che1n is<nc" fo maintain a ~tate 
nf confrontation in So11theast Asia. 
With rt'gard to ASEAN. on the 
one hand thev try to bribe and 
coax them. then rlissuade them 
from negotiating with the Inrlo­
rhinf'<e countries, on the other 
China carries on using economic 
aid and rebelli011s Maoist groups 
to nress the ASEAN Governments 
to toe its line of oooosition to the 
Soviet Union and Vietnam These 
Maoist groups have in fact become 
Beijing's tools to sabotage the 
Indochinese revolution and under­
mine the interests of their fellow­
cmmtrymen. China's exnansionist 
scheme with regard to Southeast 
Asia is also apparent through its 
rlesi1m and ambition over the 
South China Sea which is vital to 
the interest of the Southeast Asian 
countries. China wants to monop­
olize these 1.4 million square 
kilometres of s'ea and turn it into 
a Chinese mare nostrum. In the 
maps published by China, the 
southern borders of this country 
Include the exclusive economic 
zones and continental shelves of 
Vietnam, Malaysia. Indonesia and 
the Philippines. To control the 
South China Sea means to effoc­
tivelv hold sway over Southeast 
Asia· on the sea, to monopolize the 
exploitation of its submarine 

wealth and to command the inter- , 
national communications line 
through this region. 

The main contradiction in the 
region at present is between the 
reactionarv forces within the Bei­
jing ruling circles in collusion with 
US imperialism together with 
reactior;ary clements within the 
ruling circles of some ASEAN 
countries on the one hand, and 
the three Indochinese cQuntries, 
the Southeast Asian peoples and 
the other forces of peace and 
national independence in the re­
gion on the other. The struggle 
of the Southeast Asian peoples 
today is a struggle for peace and 
national independence. 

In short, the experience of the 
past thirty years shovvs that South­
east Asia is the main cl irection of 
expansion anrl the main tool of the 
Beijing reactionaries in their global 
strategy. Like elsewhere. the Bei­
jing reactionaries can nnlv make 
mileage out of Sou t beast Asia 
when the region has no peace ar·d 
stab!litv. But Southean Asia is 
also the place where China suffers 
the most Lirntntab!e defeat in its 
counter-revolutionary globaLstrat­
egy. 

Tl:e strngg1c for peace and 
national independence in Southeast 
Asia in the past as at present is a 
struggle h("'tween the imperialists 
and the Beijing reactionaries on 
the one hand and the ·forces ot 
peace and indef'enden4'<1 i1" ilte 
region on the other; at the same 
time it is a struggle between two 
trends in the revolutionary move­
ment in this region : the. Maoist 
line and the line of independence 
and self-mastery. The experience 
of the Pol Pot clique and the rebel­
lious "!\Iaoist groups in Southeast 
Asia shows that the Maoist line is 
to serve Beijing. to counter the 
interest of one's nation. ending 
only in r:risis and betrayal. The 
experie;-ice of the Indochinese and 
other Southeast Asian peoples 
shows that only by following the 
line of independcn(:e, self-mastery, 
solidarity with all the forces of 
peace a·r~d progress 111 the world 
against imperialism and the Bei­
jing reactionaries c:rn they bring 
their struggle to a victorious end. 
consolidate their national indepen­
dence, and ensure peace and sta­
bility in the region. 
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NEO - COLONIALISM -

MORE THAN EVER, A REAL PROBlEM 

A changed situation 

Sine(" the end of the Second 
vVorld War, imperialist powers 
find themselves in a changed situa­
tion with regard to their colonies. 
The national liberation movement 
grows apace, class consciousness 
has been raised and there is the 
appearance of various forms of 
struggle, armed fighting frequently 
being Ctf prime importance. The 
demands for freedom, national 
unity, development, and a cultural 
identity have become mass de­
mands, forcing all political bodies 
whether national or international 
to define their strategy vis-a-vis 
these pro bJems. 

This national liberation move­
ment is growing at a time when 
new socialist countries have ap 
peared alongside the Soviet Union. 
The socialist system has become an 
essential factor in determining the 
international situation, tilting the 
balance of supremacy which im­
perialism had hitherto enjoyed. If 
there exists a real solidarity 
amongst the so ·called underdevel­
oped or Third \V orld countries 
(a solidarity expressed in fact by the 
non-aligned movement) then the 
historical process which leads to 
national independence, economic 
development, the safeguarding of 
cultural identity also leads sooner 
or later, in one way or another, to 
each of these countries being drawn 
into the sphere of influence of one 
or the other of the two systems 
- imperialist or socialist. 

The scientific and technological 
revolution in the imperialist coun-

tries (the U.S.A., Western Europe, 
Japan) furnishes them with much 
more powerful means than they 
possessc:;d previously: arms. tech­
nology, finance. Multinatlon~l 
companies weaving their spiders 
web on a worldwide scale often 
command a material force which 
far surpasses that of newly inde 
pendent States. The growth of the 
social sciences also permits the 
imperialist powers to improve 
their strategies and tactics of inter­
ventivn, domination, repression 
and propaganda. Political indepen­
dence has sc'arcely loosened the 
ties between the old colony and 
the metropolis; the imperialists' 
dnire for raw mJterials. labour 
and market<; on the one hand 
and the dependencies' need for 
guods, provisions, equipment as 
well as their need in cultural and 
scientific fields on the other has, 
if anything, reinforced the depen­
dence ot many countries on the 
imperialist povvers while the mass 
media is another extremely effec­
tive string to the imperialists' 
bow. 

\Vithin the imperialist countries 
more and more people have realiz­
ed that the destiny of Western 
society (a term of convenience 
which includes Japan) is inextric­
ably linked to the fate of the 
millions of wretches who constitu -
te two-thirds of humanity. There 
11re two clearly opposed strategies 
-on the one hand those who wish 
to repress at all costs the revolu­
tionary movements of the Third 
\Vorld so that it can be brought 
into the orbit of the imperialist 
system, and on the other those 
who advocate multilateral aid to 
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the dependent countries to allow 
them to peaceably attain economic 
and social dn·elopment 

If we compare old-style colonial 
strateg~·, oi the 1900 era for exam­
ple, with neo-colonialist strategy 
in the second half of the 20th cen­
tury, we note first of all a great 
difference in the international 
context and secondly in the ways 
and means implemented. 

The old colonialists had merely. 
to contend with backward pre­
capitalist regimes, which, lef 
behind by history, allowed the 
theory of capitalist development 
and bourgeois democracy to gain 
the upper hand. The intellectual 
elite, although fighting for national 
independence, adopted the ideolo­
gies and doctrines of the conqueror, 
but in the post - World \Var II 
period these elites in colonialised 
and dependent countries, just as 
the popular masses, were to feel 
more and more the attraction of 
socialism and Marxism. The era 
of absolute political and ideological 
supremacy for the imperialist-cap­
italist system was over and it 
began, on the contrary to occupy 
a position of inferiority. 

Ho,vever, on .the material, tech­
nical and financial levels present­
day imperialism has far greater 
means at I ts disposal than it had 
50 years ago. 

We can say that neo -colonialism 
is a strategy which has developed: 

- In a position of political and 
ideological inferiority. 

- By virtue of accumul~ 

material strength. 



Economic integration 

Their material 8trength allowed 
the imperialist powers to create 
within the old colonies and depen­
dent territories a new economic 
system closely allied to world 
capitalism. The introduction of 
new techniques in agriculture and 
in the exploitation of raw mater­
ials contributed to the steadv 
growth of a stream of tropical 
products in the direction of the 
imperialist countries - coffee, tea, 
fruit, peanuts, palm-oil, copra, 
minerals, fuel and precious wood. 
The natural resources of Africa, 
Asia and Latin America were 
exploited to the maximum without 
the least concern for the ecology 
or national needs, for the present 
and the future In the countryside 
the use of machines, chemical 
fertilisers, pesticides, new rice and 
wheat strains brought about a 
marked social imbalance. Poor 
peasants who are unable to apply 
the new techniques are faced with 
bankruptcy while new strata of 
rich peasants and landlords emerge, 
linked more and more to local 
exporters and international agro­
business. Ruined by a sophisticated 
market economy the poor peasants 
continue nevertheless to suffer 
exploitation and oppression as in 
pre-capitalist ti,mes: usury, forced 
labour and the selling of children ... 

The imperialists' investments 
tend to create industries which 
depend on the multinationals for 
their existence. In particular, the 
American and Japanese electronics 
industry have laid claim to •South­
east Asia. Small, often microscopic 
parts, whose production requires 
a high level of technology are 
made in the U.S.A. and Japan, 
while the assembling of them, 
which necessitates a large, unspe­
cialised workforce, patient and 
dexterous nevertheless, is carried 
out in specially built factories in 
various Southeast Asian countries. 
In_ this way expenses are consi­
derably reduced - the average 
wage of an Asian worker (mostly 
women) being one-fifteenth or 
one-twentieth of her American or 
Japanesio: counterpart. With a 
guaranteed and cheap labour force 
the rnultinati0nals have a com­
manding position on the inter­
national market In the dependent 
countries the multinationals have 
also established certain industries 
(with varying levels of pollution) 
and assembly plants; in the shadow 

. of the multinationals and the 
framework of the international 
capitalist market some industries 
created with national capital, such 
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as textiles and foodstuffs, may 
enjoy a certain growth. 

A third outlet, often very im­
portant, of this neo-colonialist 
economy can be seen in the devel­
opment of tourism - every year 
millions of Americans, Japanese 
and Europeans come to African 
and Asian countries for their 
holidays, spending va't amounts 
of foreign currency there. In fact, 
these countries have become 
brothels ::it bargain prices for the 
tourist.· attracted by prostitution 
rather than the "exotic east". The 
figure of 600,000 Thai prostitutes, 
quoted in the French newspaper 
Le lvfonde, indicates to what extent 
prostitution has become an import­
ant factor in neo-colonialist 
society ( "'). 

Dependent countries represent, 
therefore, a "suburb" of the 
imperialist powers, a peripheral 
melting pot where activities which 
require little skill but many hands 
are brought to the boil - pollutant 
industries and penlicious practices. 
The centre supplies the technolo­
gical knowhow and investments 
and the financial backers reap 
the main rewards; any interrup­
tion in the flow between the t·wo 
groups leaves the dependent 
country in a state of starvation -
their economic ' umbilical cord 
having been cut. 

The socio-political system 

The economic integr.ation of 
dependent countries into the 
system of world capitalism be­
comes more and more pressing as 
demands for national indq.1endence 
reach breaking point. Dependency 
has to be camouflaged at all cost 
and the neo-colonialist's trump­
card is the setting up of a regime 
which has all the appearance of a 
national structure but on which 
all the functions of the old colo­
nialist administration have devol­
ved. There is no longer a French 
or English governor but a pre­
sident of the Republic, ministers. 
genera ls, ambassadors, delegates 
to the U.N. and other international 
organisations - all of them natives 
bP1ndishing the national flag. But 
this "national" government 
receives financial aid to cover its 
expenditure, military aid for 
security and survival and is 
swathed by a whole series of 
economic, political, militarv and 
cultural bodies whose advisers 
and experts, from imperialist 
powers needless to say, are there 

to maintain sociai and political 
order. 

This socio-political 01·.der is 
under constant threat frotr; a po­
pular movement in \vhich demands 
for national independence - and 
social justice combine lo give it an 
explosive quality which increases 
with the attraction exertca by the 
socialist countries. The repressive 
nature of the neo-coloniafist State 
is paramount; more often than not 
it takes the form of a military 
dictatorship, with a military junta 
at the head and reinforced by 
group of officers duly trained and 
indoctrinated bv the imperialist 
advisers. Even \\·hen civilians are 
in 'power, fascist methods prevail: 
arrest, arbitrary imprisonment, 
torture, massacre and harassment 
of peasants and minority groups. 
From Chile to South Korea via 
Morocco, Egypt, Thailand and the 
Philippines it is tht" veiry same 
dictatorial and neo-fascist regime. 
Far from resolving the c•:mtradic­
tions of a colonialist society, neo­
colonialism, in spite of ensuring a 
certain measure of economic devel­
opment, merely serves to reinforce 
them. 

The int. rndn:·tic>n of 11f'\\" techni­
ques and in·. c~-\rnents "'ilv benefits 
;i Yl'n· ""'1;1ll ~q~mcnt of society 
whilst the social needs of all strata, .,­
including the most wretched, are 
heightern:d by the importing of 
foreign goods in large quantities 
and floods of tourist~. The birth 
rate which ls--often mef'e !-MB 
2 SX annually only serves to -widen 
the gap between available resour­
ces and actual neeJs. 

In the villages the w:mber of 
bankrupt peasar1ts grows rapidly; 
the rich buy only imported goods, 
hence the asphyxiation of the 
artisans. Traditional village solida­
ritv which once sustained the 
peasant in times of misfortune or 
sickness disappears with the 
market economy, village officials 
no longer frel a responsibility 
towards their communitv- but 
rather towards the town and 
ex port at ion. 

Million of pcasa!lts flock to the 
towns in search of work but as 
industry can scarcelv provide jobs 
for all of them they become still 
more wretched, living from hand 
to mouth, herded together in slums, 
corrupted by de 1 inquency and 
prostitution. The rural exodus 
does not succeed in emptying the 
countryside, given the growing 
birth rate, but it creates huge cities 
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I where oniy a tiny fracticn of the 
populace can find work. 

\Ve can the ref ore trace the 
pattern of a particu br social 
stratification : 

At the top. \Ve have a small 
group of landlords and bourgeois 
compradores who v:ork on behalf 
of foreign indust ri:d, commercial 
or banking compauies or in 
services such as tourism. They 
cannot be considered as national 
bourgeois since their enterprises 
are overshadowed by foreign 
interests and they ·willingly serve 
multinational organisations - the 
national interest is in fact the least 
of their concerns: 

Linked to foreign interests and 
tl)e big I:rnclowncrs. and bour­
geois, maintained by financial and 
technical aid from the imperialist 
powers, there exists a band of 
functionaries :md officials who in 
addition to their superior positions 
also share in the not inconsiderable 
perks and backhanders of multina­
tional and foreign companies. 

The two above-mentioned groups 
live a life of luxury, using expen­
sive imported goods and enjoying· 
t( standai;d of living at least on a 
par with Western bourgeoisie 
(often with the addf'·l ,1 h .:1:l:il'.l 
of ha\7 ing a 1.1r,~~c ::;.,·ri :int sL~ff, 
since it costs ti11c··n very ii:tk). 

If one ]uclc;' s the middle class as 
ha•/::,,; n.it.l!:.' 1v:11ch are 110! vast 
but sufficient for a decent enough 
standard o! living then we must 
include small traders, owners of 
small factories or workshops and 
uni \·ersity graduates in inte l lcctual 
rather than managerial positions 
(the fraction of the intelligentsia 
which lends its expertise to big 
firms or the goven\ment is classed 
in the h'.ghc'r group). .\ small 
number ol prosn:utes also enjoy a 
good standard of living. 

Minor officiais and workers who 
succeed in bci11g hired by modern 
enterprises may be able to reach a 
modest stancL1rd of l_i_ving although 
things may lw di!licult if they 
have a hrgc family to nuintain. 

On the bottommost rung of the 
ladder we fiud the mil!Ions oi 
~overt:y·strickcJ1 pc::is::m ts little by 
little torce:d to ~(;]! their plot of 
land and S\vell the sl1an pop1Ilation 
which make' up 50 or _ qo_'.; 
depending on the country. Such 
wretched rural ,\!lei nrlr;:rn ·masses 
v\·hose daily resignation is inter-
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spersed with fits of anger are 
feared both by rich anJ powerful 
local and foreign firms. 

In Southea~st Asian countries there 
is a further category to he taken 
into account - the Hoa immigrants 
from mainland China who came 
in successive waves in the wake 
of \Vestern colonisation and who 
today number· around 20 million 
in Soutbea~t Asia as a whole. 
Concentrated in the big cities -
Bangkok, Manila, Jakarta, Singa­
pore.;. they arc artisans, workers 
and 'above all traders. ·Simple 
pedlars, small shopowners, mer­
chants, bankers, industrialists -
they are the inc\ispen-,able inter­
mediaries between \Vestern firms 
and the local popul::itions. 

While manioc is grown by the 
Thai peasants, it is the Ifoa trader 
\\·Jrn gathers foe product and 
resells it to the export companies; 
it is he too wbo carries industrial 
goods imported from the \Vest to 
the peasants in even the most 
remote villages. The Hoa are 
hoteliers, owners of restaurants, 
hairdressing salons, · etc.; the 
tourists are Westerners (or Japan­
ese), the good-time girls are local, 
but the owner of the hotel is Hoa. 
In fact, most of the economic and 
financial mechanisms in Southeast 
/\'i:m countries are controlled by 
t!it l !cu. Of course there is c:n ele­
mcrit uf class struggle but the sense 
ol ethnic solidarity created by the 
Ho:1 communities means that even 
the poorest Hoa feels more akin 
to a compatriot businessman than 
to a Malay or Indonesian worker. 

The plurality of religions - Bud­
dllist, Hindu, Islamic Christian, 
Animist - to speak only of South­
east Asia - transposed onto an 
already diverse ethnic range, suc­
ceeds in complicating the social 

wicture still further. All this society 
lives nevertheless in the frame­
work of the nco-colonialist system, 
an integral part of imperialism. 

An unstable system 

If it is the army and police force 
which are ·the essential means of 
maintaining law and order, then 
they do not suffice. The aspira­
tions for IIational independence. a 
dignified life, social justice and 
cu!1ural identity have to be stifled 
if thcv are not to be kindled into 
a re~i'l revolutionary moveme'nt. 
For tlli'..;, imperialism has a whole 
range of methods at its disposaL 

A stream of goods and gadgets 
passing under the noses of people 
living in penury creates a consu­
mer society which sets them on a 
frem tic path to acquire material 
poo,sess.ions and luxury items. 

vVide scale use of the media­
films, pictures, music, songs, 
posters, reactionary ~logans and 
doctrines exalting violence and 
pornography - serves to break 
down traditional values. 

The educated classes are con­
stantly subjected to the cult of the 
West and therefore develop an 
inferiority complex towards their 
national culture; at the same time 
the most sophisticated Wes tern 
ideas promoti!l6 irrationalism and 
individualism are introduced while 
traditional religions, even supers­
titions are encouraged. 

In such conditions, neither na­
tional culture nor science can 
develop properly ; many intellec­
tuals feel obliged to leave their 
native land in order to live and 
work in the developed countries, 
particularly the US. This brain­
drain is a cultural haemorrhage­
inte llectual'emigration is facilitated 
by the fact that the univer'>ities of 
the new colonie<; are almost exact 
replicas of thc:r vV tskrn counter­
parts. The mothn tongue is hardly 
used for the te:1c1iirn.; of. many sub­
jects at higher e iucation level. 
English (or American) prevails in 
most ca~es. This linguistic ~trangle­
hold facilitates economic, politi­
cal and ideological domination. 

An unlooked for help for the 
imperialist powers has been the 
existence of Maoist groups in 
many Asian countries. Because of 
their extremism throughout many 
years of guerilla activity they 
have .on the one hand prevented 
the formation of efficient national 
fronts and on the other discredited 
revolutionary doctrines. Beijing's 
about-turn and alliance with 
Washington succeeded in throwing 
the revolutionary ranks of many 
.Southeast Asian countries into 
disarray and many years will be 
iieeded to reconstitute the commu­
nist parties within these countries. 
Whilst the police force in such 
countries is often of a notorious 
efficiency, it is also to be noted 
that the neo-fascist dictatorships 
recruit their henchmen- mercena­
ries, police, torturers and infor­
mers-from amongst these degraded 
elements, ruined peasants and 
urban unemployed, arming them 
to the hilt and initiating them by 
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means of "ad vise rs" into the 
most i.ophi, ticated methods of 
repression and torture. The neo· 
colonialist society is characterised 
thus: 

- The introduction of high tech­
nology means of riroduction !nto 
the heart of a society, which al­
though broken up by the old colo­
nialists still has vast sectors of the 
population living in pre-capitalist 
conditions. 

- The co-existence of a minority 
consumer society and a huge 
number of wretched, dispossessed · 
people. · 

- The survival and often reviv­
al of religions and superstitions 
inherited from traditional society 
existing alongside the mast modern 
way of life, and resulting in the 
exacerbation of the contradictions 
of the old colonialist society. 

- A rapid popularisati•m of 
~ocio-political battles and hence 
prrmanent instability - witness 
the number of coups d'etat in 
many countries. Many different 
movements - nationalist, religious, 

COl'.fJNG OUT SOON: 

ethnic or authentic revolutionary, 
not to mention the struggle for 
power Within the ruling classes -
may oppose the neo-fascist or neo­
colonialist dictatorship. As far as 
Southeast Asia is concerned the 
existence of a large Chinese colony 
and the hegemonistic policy of 
Beijing reinforces even more these 
factors of instability in varying 
degrees. 

Southeast Asia - Thailand, the 
Philippines, Malaysia, Singapore, 
Indonesia and even South Korea, 
Taiwan and Hong Kong - is com­
pnsmg more than 300 million 
people heavily implicated in the 
neo-colonia list system The area 
abundantly supplies · the West 
(and Japan) with petrol, tin, rub­
ber, palm oil. copra, manioc and 
timber. Multinational companies 
have heavy investments in a 
region which each year recefves 
many millions of American, Japan· 
ese and European touri5ts. 

At the centre of the neo-colonial­
ist bloc we have Vietnam with its 
fierce desire for independence, its 

Communist Party, inspiration of 
the national moyement, determined 
to create a socialist society It is In 
th ls context th

1

at we have to 
understand American and Chinese 
policies, as well as those of other · 
imperialist anrl reactionary forces, 
with regard to Vietnam from 1954 
to 1975 and in the present day. 
And it is thus we come to 
understand too the profound soli­
darity which unites the peoples of 
the Third \Vorld, and in particular 
Southeast Asia, in their fight for 
independence, peace and social 
progress. 

* A French author writes: "The 
That people today see htm (th11 White 
man) come along u:tth hts btg shoes to 
trample them underfoot, of course in a 
more civilized fashion than their neigh· 
hours on the other side of the Mekong,' 
but just as unmercifully. And all in 
the name of tourism and exottcism­
meanfng cheap food, beaches and pros­
titutes" - C!aude Schmitt L' A sie du 
Sud-Est via Bangkok (Southeast Alta 
,·ia Bangkok) p 1£, Lausanne, i978 

A new dossier published by Vietnam Courier .. 
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THE HOANG SA and TRUON·G SA 
ARCHIPELAGOES 

(PARACELS and SPRATLEY) 

I 

After sending troops to attack and ocupy islands in the Hoang Sa archipelago in 1956 
and again in 1974 at the time when this archipelago was under the jurisdiction of the former 
Saigon Administration, Beijing launched a propaganda campaign to justify its occupation and 
further claim its right to the Truong Sa archipelago. 

Vietnam Courter will publish two dossiers concerning the Sino-Vietnamese contention 
over these archipelagoes. Dossier I is a collection of articles on the Vietnamese view-point 
concerning this matter while Dossier II, to be published later, gathers together documents 
which prove the Vietnamese sovereignty over these two archipelagoes. 

Published in English and French (wtth map): size: IJ X r8 cm; over 200 pages. 
Dtstrtbutid by XUNHASABA, 32 Hat Ba Trung Street, H anui, SJW . 

• 
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KaD1puchea: 

REHABILITATION 

OF IRRIGATION 

IN the past, Kamp11ch~a had 11 

number of large water conser­
vancv wo:-ks, some of which 

supplied ·kw; uf thousands of hec­
tares of crop br:cl. Frcm r976 to 
i9_78 the Pol Pot clique made a lot 
oi . noise about an " irrigation 
movement" which was bu: castles 
in the air devoid of an v scientific 
foundation. In fact they' built only 
a few, and neglected or <lest roved 
a lot of important works. Dnring 
their flight, they wrecked many of 
thes_e works, causing great difficul­
ties for the Kampuchean people's 
ag-ricult_ural production in the first 
days o! libcr11\on. 

At that t)rnc the principal task 
\Vas to J.no.')i]i;:c-' LLc cr!tir(· pc(1pie 
to increase pru.Jt:ctio:; bv evcrv 
possible means anrl to figh-t off the 
scourge of famine left by the Pol 
Pot genocidal regime'. :-Oii1ce mid-
1979, };1' , .. ·eYtr, irrigation work 
has received due attention and 
has been tackled from both sides : 
the State restoring major works 
while the people rehabifitating and 
building small and medium ones. 

01•cr the past two years, the popu­
lation has dredged, repaired and 
built ane'.-, 1ho11sanrls of kilometres 
of irrigation czrn:il~. hundreds of 
dams and small and medium reser­
voirs. In t~e ht.ter half of 1979 
Komp•:ug ~peu province repaired 
half ol its dams and dug more 
than 400 imp.Jrtant canals water­
ing tens oi thousands of hectares 
ot rice anrl subsidiary food crops. 
In r980 Komoonc; Chhnang restor­
ed 21 clams, [\VO reservoi·rs and 
many canal svsterns. bringing 
water to mo,re tbcin 7,500 hectares 
of wet an:! dry crops. Late in 1979 
and thro11giiout 19So the uopulation 
in the nwunr:iin provinc~ of Preah 
Vihear con1 ributecl tens of thou­
sands of wurk-(L1ys repairing :;l'i 
reservoirs and d:ltns, .as well as 
building 26 new ones. Irrigation 
work was aninutcd in the llat-
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tambang rice granary. In 1976 1980 
the population of this provin,ce 
repaired more than 50 irrigation 
works including 30 major ones 
supplying about 30,000 hectares of 
cultivated land. 

Large investments were also 
made by the State to rehabilitate 
water conservancy works. Relying 
both on its own forces and the 
manysided help of brother coun­
tries the Karnpuchean revolution­
ary State devoted a large amount 
of equipment, material, and labour 
power to· rapidly restoring and 
improving major irrigation works 
so as to boost :1grica!tural procluc­
tion. Particularly outstanding in 
!()74 were the works around the 
Tonie Sap Lake like the Can 
deang pumping station and the 
Carecl1 dam in Pursat province, 
the Kan Nha and the Sala Tien 
dams in Battarnbang province. 
l\Ioreover, manv other works in 
the latter provin'ce were surveyed 
and began to be rehabilitated. In 
1_980 the Kampuchean people 
l ulfllled their plan of restoring 
and improving 14 major irrigation 
works in the rice-growing provin­
ces ofBattambang, Kompong Thom 
Siem Reap, Kanda!. Takeo, and 
Kompong Speu, comprising sys­
tems of key reservoirs,. dams, 
pumving stati~ns and canals left 
in disrepa'ir or destroyed under the 
Pol Pot regime and during its 
flight, thus ensuring water to 
more than 60.000 hectares of culti­
vated land. The. Krassaing Chinit 
water conservancy svstem in Kom­
pong Thom province, one of the 
biggest in Kampuchea, supplied 
water to more than 2~.o·Jo h<:ctarcs 
of reclaimed land. ~The Salo On 
dam in Takco province (50 metres 
long, 8 metres high with i6 sluice 
gates) WJs left in disuse by the 
Pol Pot regime which sabotaged 
its equipment. surface and main 
pillars. Recelltly the Kampuchean 

. water conservancy branch repaired 

all the equipment and made the 
best use of the remainina dam 
while removing tens of tho'f1sands 
of cu bis, metr-es of earth to dig 
c:r:al.s. l lltls, since August 1980 
bringing water to tens of thousands 
of hectares of ricefields in Takeo 
province and in the southern part 
of Kompong Speu province, and 
helping to open Highway Three 
to traffic. 

\ViLh the rapid restoration of irri­
gation works, the growing of rice 
~nd subsidiary food crops 
m both the rainy and the dry 
season was . carried out in 
time, and their areas expanded. 
Preah Vihear with a small cultivat-
7d are:.: and a late tilling in 1979 
nad to. face a drought and repeated 
mcurs1ons of reactionaries from 
the Thai border in 1980 but man­
aged, nevertheless, ·to grow 
more than 10,000 hectare£ of rice 
and thousands of hectares of sub­
sidia~y food crops, thus rapidly 
i armrng thousands of hectares of 
rice above the 1979 area. In a simi­
lar situation but with heavier enemy 
raids, Battambang remarkably 
achieved its irrigation work In 
1980, expanding its rainy-season 
cultivated area bv more than 
100,ouo hectares as compared with 
1979 In 1980 the area planttd with 
:ice in Komrong Speu provmce 
mc~easecl fonr times over 1979 
while the dry-season cultivated 
area also expanded considerably. 

* * 

In the implementation of the 
above-mentioned important tasks, 
the Kampuchean people enjoyed 
considerable, devoted awl efficient 
help from the Vietna_mese people. 
The Ministry of \"Yater Conser­
vancy and its provincial services 
as well as other production 
braBches of Vietnam sent hundreds 
of tonnes of iron, steel, c1'ment, 
equipment and machines to Kam­
puchea as well as hundreds of 
technical cadres and skilled work­
ers to restore and improve Kam­
puchean irrigation works, and 
repair equipment and machines. 
Unly a few months after libera­
tion (7 Jan nary 1979) Bang Tam pun 
and Beng Tra Bek pu r_n ping stations 
(with a capacity ot 20,000 and 
8,700 cubic metres per hour res­
pectively) south of Pnnom Penh 
as well as tens of other irrigation 
works were btought back into 
operation thanks both to Viet­
namese material and technical 



assistance and water conservancy 
cadres and workers. In 1980 Viet­
nam's Minbtry of \Vat er Conser· 
vancy helped Kampuchea rehabil­
itate seven major irrigation works, 
many medium. and small ones, 
and carry out surveys to repair 
three other major works supply­
ing 70,000 hectares of crop land in 
many provinces. Provincial water 
C<)nservancy services of Vietnam 
also sent 19 work-teams to assist 
twin provinces in Kampuchea 
repair reservoirs, dams, pumping 

Vietnam Advances 

stations, irrigation canals and plan 
the building of new irrigation 
projects. Early in 1980 the lydrau­
lic Engineering Plant No. 276 in 
Ho Chi Minh City sent technical 
cadres. and equipment to· help 
repair seven irrigation works in 
Battambang, Kompong Speu, Takeo 
and Pursat pro 1'inces. 

Besides helping restore and im­
prove water conservancy works, 
Vietnam also assisted Kampuchea 

A ROAD OF FRIENDSHIP 

RECENTLY. the communica­
tions net work of Gia Lai­
Kon Tum province was 

expanded with a whole system of 
new roads. The new roads branch 
out from provincial and district 
towng to remote villages and the 
new economic zones of the prov­
ince. Among them is Highway 
18 - "Friendship Road" - starting 
from Tan Canh (Dae To district 
town), over the Vietnamese-Lao 
border to the provincial town of 
Attopeu province, in Laos. 

The two provinces of Gia Lai­
Kon Tum and Attopeu are con­
tiguous. On either side of 
the frontier stretch immense 
forests of bamboos of 
all kinds. In the past, the only 
communication links were moun­
tain tracks. But from May 1975, 
and especially since the twinning 
between the :wo provinces 
(February 1979), the construction 
of a link road became an urgent 
need. Later that year, at the end 
of the rainy season, investigation 
teams from the Gia Lai-Kon Tum 
communications service with war­
time experience in opening roads 
were sent to the area. After nearly 
two months spent in the forests, 
investigating possible routes, the 
projected road was sketched ou

1
t 

on the map. 
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Right from the fir~t l<ilometre 
. in early January 1980, the cons­
truction teams were faced with 
many difficulties because of the 
density of mine fields left over 
from the war. One sapper was 
killed when a mine exploded. As 
soon as the mines were de -acti vat­
ed, the construction teams began 
their work First. the bridge­
building teams, carrying their 
materials and equipment on their 
backs, were sent to clear the trees 
and build Lridges and fords across 
the rivers and streams. Then the 
mechanized teams moved in with 
bulldozers to level the terrain, 
fill up the craters and open the 
road. And finally the road-building 
team packed the road-bed, built 
embankments and draiP.age 
systems. 

In the Cent,ral Highlands, the 
dry season Is the most suitable 
for, construction work but it is 
also the most severe season for 
the road-builders: the weather is 
very hot in the day time but very 
cold at. night Some areas are 
without water, and the workers 
have to carry their drinking water 
over tens of kilometres. Never­
theltss, labour productivity for 
the whole construction site 
reached 130/o', 

Within nearly two months of 
intensive work, the 125 kilometre-

free of' ch~rge with 300 pumps, of 
which 150 were big and 12 were 
outboard, tens of tonnes of spare 
parts, repair-kits as well as many 
worke.rs to operate and maintain 
these pumps, thus m<iking a size­
able C'>ntribution to the Kampu­
chean people's fight against 
drought and -waterlogging during 
the past three crops. 

IlO'\NG l'UA:--J 

long road was i:iractically com­
pleted, including So bridges anc~ 
culverts of all sizes Hundreds ot 
thousands of cubic metres of earth 
and stone had been moved, and 
nearly one million square metres, 
of forests cleared. · . 

Thanks to the new road, com­
munications between Gia ·Lai­
Kon Tum and Attopeu have been 
greatly improved. 1n the past, it 
took a fortnic;:ht for a lurry to 
travel from Gia Lai-Kon Turn to , 
Attopcu. The l.orry had to drive 

· up to . Quang Tri province and 
take Highway 9 over to Laos. 
Now it takes only one day to 
cornmuie between the. two prov­
inces. 

At the inauguration cer~-~~nJ'.' 
the Secretary of the Party Com­
mittee of Attopeu province said: 
"With this newly-built road, the 
Vietnamese comrades have enabled 
our hearts to beat in unison." 
Since then convoys of trucks have 
regularly transported goods from 
Gia Lai-Kon Tum to Attopeu. The 
first 500 tonnes of goods tqms­
ported included cloth, petrol, oil, 
schoo 1 equipment, and 350 tonnes_ 
of salt. Using this road, groups ot 
Vietnamese w::irkers from Gia 
Lai-Kon Tum WEnt to Attopeu to 
assemble a broadcasting system 
and build a roo-bed hospital for 
Laos. Nearly 100 pupils from 
Attopeu also come to Vietnam for 
professional training. 

"Friendship Roacl" is being 
maintained and widened, its 
bridges and culverts reinforced. 
In the future, the road will be 
upgrarled and asphalted to further 
develop the relations between the 
two provinces. 

After Q.I-1. 
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POLICY ON SCIENCE AND IE~HNOLOGY 

(A summary of the resolution of the Political Bureau of the Communist 
Party of Vietnam on the Party'5 policy concerning science and teclinology) 

ON April 20. 198r th,e Political 
Bureau of the Communist 
Partv of Vietnam is>ucd an 

important i·esolution regarding its 
policy towards scientific and 
technological work. 

The resolution recalls that the· 
Party's Third Congress (1900) 
already pointed to tlit" important 
role of science and l<'chnology in 
the builriing and defence of the 
country, and that the Fourth Party 
Congress Resolution made a point 
of simultaneously carrying out 
three revolutions: the revolution 
in production relations, the scien­
tific· and technological revolution 
and the ideological and cultural 
revolution, with: the scientific and 
technological revulution as the 
kingpin. The resolution further 
stresses that the development of 
science and tech no logy is aimed 
at serving prod11rtior1, t'\·cryd~1y 
life <rnd natiollal defence. 

For more than twenty years 
now, says the resolution, the 
Vietnamese Partv and Govern­
ment have not relented in their 
efforts to develop science and 
technology. After the liberatioll of 
southern Vietnam they defined 
the main orientations for scientific 
and technoiogical work throughout 
the country and worked out 72 
key projects for the advancement 
of science 8 nd technology on a 

· national s:ale. 

Th,e contingent of scientific and 
technical cadres and skilled work­
ers has quickly grown in size and 
quality A system of institutions for 
scientific-technical research and 
management has been set up from 
the centre to the localities. Scien­
tific and technological co-operation 
with other. countries has not ceas­
ed to improve and broaden\ 

However, · the efficiency of 
scientific and technological opera­
tions remains low, bearing no 
relation to· the existing potential 
and not yet satisfactorily meeting· 
the needs of the country. A unified 
programme for the training and 
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utilisation of scientific and techni­
cal workers is still lacking and the· 
number of highly qualified scien­
tists and managerial cadres in 
scientiftc work is still dismally 
SJnall. The number of social 
scientists has been growing more 
slowly than that of other branches 
of ·science. Many irrationalities 
remain in the svstem of research 
and managerial institutions whose 
function~ lleed to be more clearly 
defined and whose leadership is 
not sufficiently centralized. 

* 

The resolution of the Party's 
Political Bureau then lays down 
the following tasks and objectives 
fur scientific and technologtcal work 

·111 the country: · 

The policy on science and tech­
nology is a component part of the 
strat,..gy of economic and social 
development. It must direct all 
scientific and technological activi­
ties towards effectively serving the 
development of production, the 
stabilisation and gradual improve­
ment of the people's living stand­
ards. the strengthening of the 
country's defence capabilities. 

Science and 1echnology must 
focus research on the laws of 
Vietnam's natural environment, 
society and peoole and its interna­
tional relations in order to fully 
develop the collective forces, to 
create new production relations 
and achieve sooialist construction 
and defence. 

During the current period of 
transition to socialism, all scientific 
and technological activities must 
cater for socialist industriali!!a­
t1,on, in other words must con­
tribute to the plan of gradual 
reorganisation and re-equipment 
of the whole national economy on 
the basis of automation. electrifi­
cation and chemicalisation. We 

must advance from small-scale 
production to large-scale socialist 
production with a modern indus­
trial-agricultural economic struc­
tun~. and lay the material and 
technical foundations of socialism 
within a period of three to four 
five-year plans. At the prt!sent stage, 
science and technology must pro­
mote the develnpment qf sotne 
crucial industries such as enr-rgy 
and fuel, raw materials, f·ngineer­
ing and metallurgy, chemicals, 
communications and transport. .. 
and other industries with a airect 
bearing on the development of 
agriculture. 

In the years to come it is necessa'ry 
to promote scientific. and techno­
logical activities, to quickly 11nd 
broadly apply scientific an.d 
technological advances in order to 
help <ichieve the foremmt task 
of effecting overall progress in 
agriculture, developing the coun­
try's natural resources in man­
power, land, tropical natural 
resources and gradually bringing 
about a lans!'.-scale wci2list agricul­
ture in order to solve the problem 
of food, foodstuffs. raw materials 
for industry, consumer and export 
goods. 

Scientific and technological acti­
vities must also plav an al ti\·e part 
in building a new and socialist 
culture and people, in building a 
strong arid numerous contingent of 
scientific and technical cadres and 
skilled vrnrkers according to a 
central programme, with a compo­
sition and standard corresponding 
to the tasks of economic, cultural 
and social development, effective­
ly making up for present short­
comings in these respects. 

It is necessary to prove the 
superiority of ~ocialis m in dealing 
with our cultural legacy and in 
developing, on a scientific basis, 
the nation's scientific assets and 
experience in production. At the 
same time, great importance should 
be attached to the selective and 
creative assimilation of the achieve- -
ments of modern science and 
techn')logy throughout the world 
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It. is necessary to give priority 
to the development oi some scien­
tific ai:d technological fidcls of 
major importance· ·for eumomic 
cultural and >aci:JI clc1·cloprnent' 
for the development of the scien~ 
tific ar;d teclonolcgical p.itential of 
the country, with clue attention 
being givp1 to the main trends of 
scienti_fic 2nd techr;ologici! develop­
ment 1l! :he world Such branches 
of science and techn_ology as can 
make thr: best use oi the natural 
resources, tropical conditions and 
the qua)itie~. of the Vietnamese 
people snould be stimulated to the 
greatest possible extent. 

.Due _attention sho11ld be paid to 
b1?log}, and othn branch ts of 
sc~e~c~ and. tcchno_log\ a'sociated 
w1tu Le t1 op1cal climat::, and also 
the eco_;iornic and m:anageri:J! scien­
ces. lt is ntces:;ary to quickly im­
prove the- technical and manuf actur­
mg level, primarily in agricultur­
al production and the consumer 
~oods . i11dustries; an.d in such 
mdustnes as en;c.rgv minina 
metallurgy, oil and gas ~a'nd chem~~ 
ca~s, _and to make wide' use of 
sc1e~t1f1c and technological proces­
ses mall branch:.:s of.the naiion-
al economy. · 

* 

The reso"1·· · follo\ . . '.' tion P'imts to the 
th v1ng, onentations for devetop111g. 

e sc1en!ilic a d t 1 1 
ttal or t 1'J • 

11 ecmw,ogicaf poten-
'.J nc country: 

t ~n. the contingent of scientific and 
ec n1~al workers, it is. imperative 

to _be_t.er organise and utilise the 
existing contingent of scientific 
'"'.o;kers. It is necessary to imme­
dha.ely ~et. up a State council for 
t ~ t_r~Hung and allocation of 
scientific and technical cadres in 
order to work out a plan and 
tarl?els for the training programme. 
This co;:incil must have the power 
to transter cadres from one branch 
to another, and from one Jocalitv 
to another if the need arises. · 

Priority shoulrl be gi\·en to the 
scientific institutions -which mosl. 
need able cadres while work 
should start to train groups of 
~cientilic and technical workers 
capable of solving the most import­
ant and clecisive scientific and 
technicJ I p]·o \, !c ms. 1\ t the same 
time, sreps should !J, taken to 
mobilize large 1iumuers oi scientists 
from the various scientific institu-
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tions, departments, services and 
localities to carrv out the key 
programmes for, scientific and 
technological advance. 

Scien~e lecturers ~hould be en­
couraged to take part in research 
and prDduction activities and 
in\·ersely re>carcbers and te~hnic· 
al workers engaged in productive 
and managerial jobs should be 
encour.1gcd to teach. 

vVe must make bold use of 
voung and able scientific and 
technical workers. Efforts 
should be made to ensure the 
best possible conditions of work 
and living conditions for.scientific 
and technical workers. 

The training of scientific and tech­
nical workers must be done in 
conformity wHh the resolution of 
the Party's Political Bureau con­
cerning educational reform (see 
Vietnam Courier No. 11,1979). Any 
training programme must proceed 
from a scil"ntific basis and the 
needs of economic-social develop­
ment. with due attention to the 
forn1ation of suiLible teams of 
scientists for each branch or 
service. 

It is necessary to promote post­
graduate training, first of all from 
courses organised in the country. 
and to make good use of skilled 
workers in ord.er for scien<::e and 
technology to better serve produc­
tion and society. 

D11e attention should be given 
to the training of highly qualified 
scientific and technical workers 
and steps should be ta ken to disco­
ver able pupils at an early stage in 
the general education schools, send 
them to special schools reserved 
for particularly gifted chilJren in 
order to train them in the shortest 
possible time. 

As far as the system of research 
institutes is concerncr!, the resolu­
tion underlines the need to 
reorganise and expand it'. An 
Academy of Sciences, the highest 
State bodv of scientific research. 
is to be founded. It will be staffed 
by the most prominent scientists 
in the natural science and social 
sciences, who will also head the 
most promising branches of science 
ancl technology of decisive impor­
tance for the development of the 
country. 

TheJ·e must be a streamlining 
and improvement ,of the organisa-

tlon of the research institutes of 
the various economic ancl techno­
logical branches. Steps will be 
taken .to gradually set up scienti­
fic - productive complexes in 
order to coordinate the scientific· 
technical and production activities 
and shorten the period necessary · 
to apply s,ientific innovation~ or 
discoveries to production. 

Significant investments will be 
made in scien1ific and technical 
activities, in training scientific and 
technical cadres and skilled work, 
ers. Part of our foreig-n exchange 
reserves will be spent on meeting 
the needs in m::tterials and 
ioquipmt,nt for such activities. 
Selective and ap]Jropriate invest­
ments will be made in the 
construction of a numlJer of the 
most important scientific and 
technological institutes. 

e 
The resolution also lays empha-

sis on the ·need to develop 

OVER the past thirty years 
since the 19+5 Au~_ust /Re­
volution, in ~pitc oi modest 
beginnings the ccntingent of 

Vietnamese scientiii<: and tech­
nical workers has rapidly grown 
in both number and quality - -· 

In nearly one hundred years the 
French colonialists only built in 
the whole of lnclochina one uni­
versitv with two faculties of Law 
and l\1cdlcine, a number of col­
leges: Agriculture, Commerce, 
Public Works, Art, Pedagogy. 
Veterinary Science and Science 
together with nine secondary 
vocational schools. University 
enrolment was 1,085 at its peak 
year (1942) which included 200 
French students prevented by the 
war from returning home to study. 
Higher education colleges took in 
a bout 200 students each year. 
Teaching in all schools from gene-. 
ral education upward was done .in 
French while Vietnamese was 
considered a foreign language. 

Under French domination the 
contingent of cadres trained in the 
colleges and secondary vocational 
schools· was very small ancl was 
of course at French beck and call. 
In 1939, there were little . ~ore 
than 200 Indochinese physicians, 

VIETNAM COURIER 



\ 
l 
1 
I 
j 
... 

~· 
j 

1.,, 

scientific and technological infor­
mation, reg-arding this as a crucial 
factor for the development of 
science and technology. 

The resolution attaches special 
importance to develoµing interna­
tional co-operation, regarding this 
as a crucial ccmponent of State 
policy on science and technology. 
Priority in this field is given to 
expanding all-round co-operation 
with the Soviet Union and the 
other COMEC0'.\1 countries. Co-

.operation with the developing 
countries having similar natural 
conditions as Vietnam will he 
expanded as well as to other ''0Un­
tries in order to make the most of 
advanced techniques compatible 
with the needs and capacities of 
the country, and un the basis of 
equality and mutual bendit. 
Efforts will be undertaken to con­
tinue expanding the relations with 
the scientific agencies of the U nl­
ted 'ations. Special attention will 
be given to developing and streng­
thening the relations of co-

operation, and mutual assistance 
with Laos and Kampuchea. 

The resolution points out that 
intt rnational co operation shonl1~ 
be under1aken in selective 
way ill order to yidd the most 
effective 'esul s. In thb sense, 
joir,t research sho1ild be conducted 
with othr r counlries on subjects 
of significance for Vietnam bu1 in 
which 1he partner countries are 
also illlere~ted. Steps will be taken 
to prornote co-op ration between 
"orresponding scientific bodies in 
Vietnam and the Sovi• t Union and 
other ,o, ialist countries, Condi­
tions sr 0 ould be crealed for exparid­
ing illtt rnatiO!ial re la lions an,J 
conta,'ts between Vietnamese 
scientific and technical cadres with 
their foreign colleagues in order 
to assimilate the new advances of 
world science. Pc1rticular impor­
tance should be> given to combining 
scientific and technological co­
operation with economic co-opera­
tion the for mer keeping one step 
ahead to create the prerequisite for 

THE NEW CONTINGENT OF 

TECHINCAL WORKERS IN 

barely 200 Vietnamese teachers of 
seeon.dary schools, approximately 
300 technicians of public works 
and land survey, and 150 or so 
technicians of agriculture and 
forestry. There were only a $Core 
of Pngineers, doctors and teachers 
wi1h higher education training, 
most of them graduated in France. 

The 1945 - 1954 period 

After the 1945 August Revolution 
and threughout the war of resis­
tance against French colonialism 
(1946-1954) Vietnam had to start 
almost from scratch to train and 
build its contingent of specialized 
cadres. 

\Vith the strong determination 
of the Government of Resistance 
and the efforts of our cadres aifd 
people including the valuable con-

tribution of patriotic iptelleetuals, 
we built, 'i'Vith our own means, a 
number of colleges and vocational 
schools. In October 1047 the Col­
lege of Medicine and Pharmacy 
was established in a Viet Bae 
jungle. Teaching was done in 
Vietnamese. Later on we opened 
four other colleges with 500 stu­
dents: Communications and Public 
\Vorks (1948), Pedagogy for natural 
sciences (1911), Pedagogy for social 
sciences (1953), Basic sciences (195!) 
and eight secondary vocational 
schools with more than 3,000 
students (Communications - Public 
works, Medicine, Agriculture and 
Forestry, For,,ign languages, 
Post and Telecommunications). In 
the resistance areas of southern 
Vietnam we opened a nlJmber of 
schools and classes (medicine. 
animal husbandry, etc.) Together 
with training at home, ~tarting 
from 1951 we sent 700 students to 
~tudy in socialist countries, most of 
them to the Soviet Union. 

expanding the latter. Positive 
measures will be taken to stimu­
late and super ise the co operation 
programme signed with other 
countries from start to iini5h. 

Import of technologies must be 
done in a selective way. Priority 
should lie given to technologies of 
crucial importance in d evcloping 
the national economy, in improv­
ing Viet:1::im's technical and 
manufacturing standards and in 
creating new export potential. 
Efforts should \Jc made to even­
tuallv export our own technology 
wherever natural conditions and 
the country's scientific and 
technological capabilities permit, 

Finallv. the resolution of the 
Party's -Political Bureau lays down 
guidelines for improving scientific 
and technological management 
and intensifving the Party leader­
ship, State mdnagcment and the 
workillg people's collective mas­
tery over scientific and technolo­
gical activities. 

SCIENTIFIC AND 

VIETNAM 

The 1954 - 1965 period 

In this period we began to estab­
lish socialist colleges and seconJ­
ary vocational schools and press 
for the training of a contingent of 
socialist intellectuals. 

Late in 1954 there were in north­
ern Vietnam only 475 scientific 
and technical workers with a 
higher education level and 3,000 
with secondary vocational level 
(according to the Ministry of 
Higher and Secondary Vocational 
Education). Most of them (851, ca­
dres with higher education level 
and 701, cadres with secondary, 
vocational level) workerl in educa­
tional, cultural and medical bran­
ches, and very few in technical 
and economic branches. 

The French ·colonialists left a 
"Higher Education Institute" with 
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three facul.ties : Medicine, Science 
and Law; besides there was a 
College of Pedagogy with a few 
teachers and about I,000 students. 
Moreover, Hanoi and Haiphong 
had some . vocational schools of 
industry, handicraft and fine-arts 
with 300 students. That was the 
whole picture of higher and 
vocational education in the areas 
liberated in 1954. 

In this period, on the one hand 
we expanded the existing colleges: 
Colleges of Medicine-Pharmacy 
and Pedagogy in 1955-1956; on the 
other we built a series of new 
institt1t ions. 

Hanoi University 

Hanoi Polytechnical College 

- College of .\ g riculture and 
Forestry 

-'- College _of Economy and 
Finance (now Hanoi College of 
Economy and Planning) 

Vinh Teacher - Training Col­
lege 

- Ha11oi Coliegt· c.f ,\;t 

- College of \Yater Conscnancy. 

56 ·schools were opened for 
secondary vocational education. 
University enrolment rose from 
1,200 1 o 16, 700 bet we en 1955 and 
196r. Meanwhile, ~econdary voca­
tional school enrolment increa,ed 
I! fold, from 2,800 to 30.000. The 
number of universit\· teachers 
increased from 40 to~ 1,260 and 
secondary vocational teachers from 
uo to 1,630. University entries 
went from· 594 for the 1955~1956 
academic year to 4.965 for the 
1960 - 1961 academic year. 

Parallel with this growth in 
numbers, the contir;gent of new 
intellectuals also underwent basic 
changes in quality. They were 
young men and women. who had 
grown up under the socialist 
regime, resist a nee cad res or sons 
and daughter-s of cadres, ·workers, 
or peasarits, and thoroughly loyal to 
the revolutionan cause. They 
were not affected 'by the tendency 
to stand aloof from reality, to 
consider only the technical aspect, 
or to divorce science from politics, 
an attitude prevalent amongst the 
intelligentsia of the former regime. 
A change for the better also took 
place in the structure of profes­
sions to meet the requirements of 
the revolution in its new stage .. 
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Late in 1960 the number of cadres 
with a higher education level. rose 
to 3,335 (12 percent of the'm train­
ed in socL!list countries), that of 
cadres with secondary vocational 
level to 1S,1·K Technicians who 
had accounteCi for only a small 
percentage in the past. now made 
up 31.4 per cent in higher educa­
tion and 38.7 per cent in secondary 
vocational eJucalion 

In 1963, for the first time in 
Vietnam, nearly 500 people from 
minority groups studied science 
and te.chnology in cnlleges at home, 
nearly 100 others abn>ad and 3,000 
others in secondary vocath,nal 
schools.· .i\Iany secondary schools 
were established ,in various parts 
of the highlands starting from 1964 
to train ethnic minorities in agri­
culture, forestry, medicine. water, 
conservancy, etc. 

The number of woman college 
students also increased 'dramatical­
ly: from 123 in the 1955 - 1956 
academic ye.ar to 1,271 in the 1960 -
1961 academic year, and to j,6Io in 
the 19 14·-19()5 academic yec.r Their 
percentage in the total fnrolment 
was 12 pn cent (196+--19fJ5 acade­
mic year). 

11v Jq!i; t11c:·c \'·~·:1 c ~1.nt10 ~~cien­
tific ar;d tccl:i~ical cadre,, \\'ith 
higher eel Ill at ion and 7,,. 1000 

cadres wiih secondary vocational 
education. Alm at this t\me, to 
meet the tc.iching needs lirst in 
the research institutes we began 
p<lst-graduate education, mainly by 
'ending cadres to stud.y and do 
research work in socialist coun­
tries. By the Ilj64-1965 academic 
year, more than 500 cadres were 
traiDed abroad to this effect 
nearly half of them as researchers'. 

During the war of resist­
ance againsi US aggression 
(1965 - 1975) 

In 1965, U:-i imperialism un-
Jea,hed a w:ir of destruction against 
uorthern Vietnam. Our ptoµle had 
to fight for the <:lefence of the 
Nortl1 while at the same time 
contributing to the fight for the 
liberation of the South. In spite of 
the conditions of an extren~ely 
fierce war, our scienti fie and 
technical cadres under the clear­
sighted leadership of our Party 
and Government grew apace in 
both nuT.ber and quality. The 
,movement tO promote scientific 
research for production and fight­
ing, reform education, expand the 

scope of tlaining, and further link 
school to production, also grew .. 
In spite of the war, we advocated 
expandiug the 'cope of training to 
satisfy both illlniediatc and future 
requfremen ts, ensuring the quality 
of trnining, prornoti:ig political 
and ideological education, while 
closely combining scientific educa­
tion and rescnch With the partici­
pation in production and fighting 
of both teachers and students. 
Thanks to tbis correct policy and 
to our cad1'e~· m:1lilritr, scientific 
research served both· production 
and fighting Gro11ps of researcher-s 
were set 11iJ and co-operated with 
one another to solve the scientific 
and technir;3) probkms posed by 
the revo]u\inr1, gradu?.liy building 
Vietnam's cxper;ioc in this area 
and assimilatillg in :1 critical a.nd 
selective wav the advanced achieve­
ments of , world science and 
technology. Also in this stage we 
found'ed the Ministry of Higher 
and Secondary Vocation a 1 Ed uc_a­
tion and the Vietnam Scientific 
Institute> (formed out of the State 
Committee for Science and Tech­
nology). 

By 1975 \Ve had 37 universities 
and colkgcs and 18') secondary 
yo, ational ;;cltoo!c;, with s5,700 
11nivcr~ttv ~~tPdJ'Lt~; :and 69,800 
'econdar\· 'n,·:;t'···n.11 :o;tudent$. 
Ut11vc r~it\' k:1d1t rs nnmbered 
8.650, am(rng them 770 with Master 
or Candidate, of Science degrees. 

1975 to the present day 

\Vith tb' crre::it v\clorv which 
complctclv lib;:raterl soutl1ern Viet­
nan1 and. reunifieu our country, 
the contingent of scientific and 
technical wor't<.ers increased pro­
rligiously. To the northern con­
tingent \Vere arlded more than 
roo-.'ooo inte;]ectw1l.; lrom second­
ary vocational education upwards, 
a1i10ng them about 30.000, univer­
sity graduates anc.l several nundred 
post-graduates. 

As regards qu:dity, our scientific 
and techriical workers, after 
natifJnal reunification, came from 
two sources of training: from both ' 
socialist and capitalist countries. 

Those trained in the latter have 
certain strong points; Owing to 
their long training in developed 
capitalist countries, they have 
much practice in operating modern 
equipment Sorr>e of them have a 
broad knowledge and high level 

(Continued on page 20) 
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HIGHER EDUCATION 

FOR KEY CADRES IN 

Hoang Lien '"5on 

HO.\NG LIEi'i SO:\, one c.f the 
six provinces on the China­
Vietnam border, is well 

. . known for the Fansipan 
Mountain, th,e highest peak in 
Indochina. 1 he province Jrew 
atte.11ti<)!l at home and abroad f(,r 
Its feats during the fight :tgaii:q 
Chinese aggression earlv in 1979. 
In1 its efforts to hea I the vi.rounds of 
war, since 1980 the province has 
distinguished itself by a program­
me to provide higher education for 
key cadres, a remarkable endeay .. 
our for a mountain area consi­
dering the present conditions of 
the country. This is a. long-term 
programme with a cultural and 
political character, and which will 
have a great impact on economic 
1ife. Partv cadres have set a ~oocl 
example l"· "::cr:·h· ·.1;]J,, r·ii•il!;.:· to 
the prof;r.1n1iLC . .. :\11;r1i1.~ th.:1.-..:c \\-hn 
have completed 111•i•·cr:-it,· '! wlics 
are 2' of the 45 rn>"mbt·rs of the 
Provfocial Party: Cnmmitlec, 11 of 
the 13 executiYe members of the 
committee, 11 members of the 
Provincial People's Committee, and 
89 service directors and deputy­
directors. There are also leading 
members of the Federation o'f 
Trade Unions, the vVomen's Union, 
and the Ho Chi :'.Viinh Communist 
Youth Union, 38 secretaries or de­
puty-secretaries of party commit­
tees and district chairmen and 
deputy-chairmen, 69 directors and 
deputy-directors of factories, State 
farms, and State companies. All 
told, 557 persons have graduated 
from in-service courses, not to 
mention almost 2,000 doctors, 
engineers and teachers who have 
completed studies thrnugh full­
time courses. 

R's. Quite a number were still 
half-illiterate. 'vVith this in mind 
we can see all the more clearly 
how fast the province has pro­
gressed in providing education for 
its cadres. 

The experience of Lno C<.d 
province 

Hoang Lien ~on was founded in 
1956 through the merger of the 
former provinces of Lao Cai, Yen 
Bai and Nghia Lo, with the first 
province serving as the core of a 
movement to study science, techno­
logy and economic management. 

I'he l'S \Var <flf destruction was 
raging uorth 0f the 17th ;\I, 
bdt Lao C:ii \\ ,,, p.Ht rd' a .. ~.arc 

zone" tacitly agreed upon between 
the United States and China. Al-• 
thou~h not subject to us attacks 
Lao Cai had to mobilize its man­
power and resources for the front. 
In such a situation it was almost 
itnj'Ossible to plan anything for a 
long time ahead. . 

The leaders of Lao Cai, however 
bcui rare foresight and kuew how 
to ;.~ombinc immediate tasks with 
long term 011c,. The Partv Secre­
t:n)', Truong ~Hnh, was struck by 
the fact that there were verv few 
secondary-school graduates among 
the provincial and district staffs, 
and that none of the members of 
the Party aud People's Committees 
had acquired university education, 
hence their very sketchy know­
kdge of science and economics. 
Truong Minh saw lhis as a great 
obstacle to the revolutionary State's 
rc•le as adrninbtrator ::rnd economic 
nLtnagcr whilst simultaneously 
co;:ducting the t!ircc revolutions 
ill relati<;ns of production; culture 
a11d ideology; science and techno­
logy. 

So au extraordinary executive 
meeting was called Ly the Party 
Committee to discuss how to pro-, 
vide better education for people 
who had been well tested in revol­
utionary work, but who had 
mis-;ed opportunities to improve 
1}1,··r ],1:11\\·kd:.'.C. In its assc~sment 
,,f 1;1c situ:i\iun. the meeting agreed 

The 750,000 population is made 
up of some 30 ethnic groups, in­
cluding the Viet, the Dao, the 
Hmong, the Tay, the Nung, the 
Thai, the Muong, the Giav, the 
Phu La, etc. Twenty years ago, in 
1961, when the Tay-Nung and 
Hmong scripts were first intro­
duced, most of the cadres \vere 
ust beginning to learn the three 

A class. 
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that "ignorance and back ward­
ness" were prevalent. The meeting 
also decided that provincial and 
rlistrid cadres would ha Ye to 
acquire university education one 
wav or another. 

On instructions i rom the provinc­
ial authorities kev cadres studied 
ph.vsics, algeb'ra and chemistry in 
a s'econdary programme for adults 
in the four years between 1964 and 

.1968, in preparation for entry into 
universities or colleges. Also at 
the request of the province, _a 
special six-year course on economic 
management was opened for its 
benefit by the Hanoi No.r Agricul­
tural Coilege. The students who 
graduated through national exami­
nations in 1974 included Truong 
Minh, his .:leputy Duong Viet Tien, 
and 31 other key cadres. 

At about the same time 36 other 
cadres o-raduated.from a crash cour­
se in ";:conomics and technology 
run by the Hanoi Polytechnic, 
and 43 other people. former voca­
tionai schoo! graduates, beca~e fac­
tory directors or deputy directors 
after being granted degrees by the 
same institution. 

Thanks to these persistent efforts, 
6 of the q executive members and 
14. of the 27 other members of the 
Party Committee in _Lao Cai ~t­
tained university level m economics 
and technology in 1975· 

In the footsteps of Lao Cai 
Six months after the merger of 

the three provinces, the first com-
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plementary course on economics 
was opened in Hoang Lien Son 
follo\vini~ an agreement between 
the dir-fcf(W nf the provincial 
Board for Propaganda and Train­
ing and the deall of the Hanoi 
College of Economics and Plan­
ning. The local Economic-Techni­
cal School was moved to the pro­
vincial town of Lao Cai, on the 
southern bank of the Nam Thi 
River, opposite the Chinese border 
town of Hekou. Despite repeated 
Chinese provocations, classes were 
given regularly three days a 
month with the attendance of 148 
key cadres, who studied philo• 
sophy, political economic~, econo­
mic planning, ag:icultural • an.d 
industrial economics, economic 
analvsis and other subjects. The 
teachers' came from Hanoi every 
month to give lectures, corre.ct 
papers, and guide the students m 
their work. 

The first course was concluded· 
in the autumn of 1978, and soon 
afterward the school was moved 
to the town of Yen Bai on account 
of mounting tension along the 
border. Late in the year a second 
course was opened for i35 students, 
but it had to stop shortly after­
wards becaL1se of the Chinese 
invasion. 150,000 of the 600,000 
Chinese troops swarmed into 
Hoang Lien Son, inflicting heavy 
damage on the two main towns of 
Lao Cai and Cam Duong. an~ 
wreaking !>avoc on a s_eries ol 
district tciwns like Muong Khuong, 

Bat Xat, Sa Pa, Pho Lu, etc. The 
students, who all held key posts 
in the local administration, had to 
o-ive up their studies, but as soon 
~s the situation returned to normal 
the chairman of the People's 
Committee, who was also head of 
the school, ordered them back in 
April. Transport was very difficult 
because the Chinese had destroyed 
the railwav line and many of the 
bridges. ·Yet, all the students man­
aged to be present on time, al­
though many of them had to travel 
on foot along jungle trails At the 
end of the two-year course, r23 
students passed and only 12 failed. 

Great strides have been made 
in Hoano- Lien Son sine" their 
modest Geg\nnings. In addition to 
a programme for ec.nnomic mana: 
gement conducted t>y the Hanoi 
College of .Economics and Plan­
ning there are courses run bv the 
Han~i No:r Agricultural College 
and the College of Forestry, and 
French a:-id Russian courses by the 
Hanoi Foreign Languages Teacher­
Training College. However the 
level of education is not homoge­
neous. among the students, many 
of whom come from ethnic mino­
rities. The first step is always the 
hardest, but once taken progress 
is swift. 

* * 
Hoang Lien Son, with its area 

of 14,800 square kilometr.es, has 
great agricult11ral, industrial an<l 
forest potentials. There are large 
deposits of apatite and valu!J.ble 
minerals. The soil is good for 
rice, medicin1! plants and indus­
trial crops. There are immense 
pasture lands and vast expanses of 
forest with great reserves of rare 
timber and animals. Only one year 
after the forma1ion of the prov­
ince, crop zoning was completed 
and was approved by the Govern­
ment.' The promptness with which 
the work was done was indicative 
of a higher efficiency of both the 
technical and administrative staffs. 

In spite of heavy damage 
wrought !Dy the one-n.10nth Chi?-­
ese invasion, Hoang Lien Son did 
better in 1980 than in 1978: gross 
social output values went up by 
101,, gross indu<;trial output values 
by 161,, per capita food output by 
31,, and general income by 5;%. 

Although academic achievements 
do not always have a direct eff.ect 
on production, much of Hoang Lien 
Son's proo-ress in this area must 
be ascribtfd to the success of this 
higher education programme. 

After HA~I CHAU 
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Vietnam Advances 

BETWEEN RESEARCH • 
CONTRACTS 

' to be applied in scientific and 
technological offices whtcli 
allows the proceeds of research 
to be ploughed back into the work 
of the antres. Employed ration­
ally, scientific zcorkers can wid­
en the sco pc of their activity 
beyond the confines of their own 
particular Grr:a to devclo/1 both 
their ov.m potential and help 
inlrod uce more e ff ecttve and 
productive method of working. 

CENTRES AND PRODUCTION BASES 

~fl E Goz;cmmcnt Council 

'-V has recently isszied a 

decree zcllidz a!lo;cs for tlzc sign­
mg of contracts between sctenti­
ftc and technological centres and 
production bases. This innovatton 
opens the way for widespread 
application of suentific ar:luevc­
ments which can directly benefit 
production and imjJro<-·e the 
people's living sta•zdards. 

1 'hc sig11 ing of these contract.~. 
ob1..1iates the need for each pro­
ductwn base to duplicate scien­
tific work which may we! l have 
already carrted out in other 
areas and allows the research 

HANOI'S VIEWPOINT 

THE VICTORIOUS 
FREEDOM AND 
AFRICA 
f2 HE most striking fact in the re­
'U solution adopted at the 18th 

Summit Conference of the Or­
gantzatio11 of African Unity (OAU) 
held on 27 June 1981 in Nairobi is tts 
unanimous condemnation of the Reagan 
Administration which works hand in 
glove with the apartheid colonial re­
gime in Pretoria to oppose the South 
"African and Namibian p_eoples and 
other ·independent countries in South 
Africa. The resolution sternly denoun­
ces the Pretorian Administration 
backed by the US and some 
Western countries for their tlle­
ial occupation of Namibia. The con­
ference confirms that Resolution 4 JS 
taken bv the UN Security Council to 
restore· in,fe pendence to Namibta is the 

No. 8. - 1981 

centres to exercise their greater 
expertise for such work by con­
centrating on a more e f fiuent 
divisto11 of labour. The setttng 
up of research programmes also 
permits a more profound and 
extensi·ve examination of the 
problems of productton bases 
which zcii! clearly be brneficial 
all raund in the long run. 

'[he parties to the contract arc 
allou;ed to determine the share 
of profit to be paid to the scien­
tific centres who in turn may 
use part of this money as materi­
al incentive to researchers. A cost 
accounting system is begtnntng 

TREND TOWARDS 
INDEPENDENCE. IN 

sole basis for the peaceful settlement 
of tlze Namibian question and that the 
South African Administration should 
implement this resoluttnn unconJttian­
allv and without any amemdnent. This 
sta-unch support to the just struggle of 
the Namibian people ts a flat repction 
by the African countries ef the " new 
plan "worked out by the US and West­
ern countries to delay the ;;ranting of 
independence to Namibia. Condemning 
the hostile acts of the Reagan Admin­
istration colluding with the racists 
in South Africa against the People's 
Republic of Angola, the OAU Con­
ference demands that the US stop 
supplying arms and ammunition to 
the UN IT A counter-revolutionaries. 
The conference also stresses the need 

This new con.tract system ltnks 
the research centres more closely 
to the production bases and 
hence forms an econonuc and 
technical al!tance between the 
workers m tlze respective areas. 
In contrast to the farmer haphaz­
ard system when contracts were 
signed on the basts O'f personal 
acquauuance thts new df parture 
places everythtng on a uniform 
and legal basts and puts scientt­
ftc achievements at the servtce 
of the people. 

for the OAU Liberation Committee to 
'step up its assistante to the just 
stru_[[g-f e nf the South Afrtcan peoples. 

Another important question which 
attracted the attention of the confer­
ence is the situation in West SaHara. 
Here, in the last six years, the Mo­
roccan Government, propped up by the. 
US and other imperialist countries, has 
unlea.1hed rm aggressive war against 
the people of Sahrawi who are led by 
the Poltsario Front. The OAU Con­
ference calls on the parties concerned 
to <tgn a cease-fire order, organise 
a plebiscite on the right to self-deter­
mination of the Sahrawi people 
under the supervision oi the O.il.U 
with the assistance of a UN security 
force. Opinions agree that the OAU 
·should take drastic measures to guaran-
f r, the rtr;lzt of self-determination to the 
vVest Sahara people. 

The situation in Chad also gave rise 
to heated debate. Ez,eryone knows that 
it was thanks to the assistance of Li­
bya that a ciz:il war which dragged 
for over ten vears has now endea in 
this country. Today under· the leader­
ship of President Gucuni, the situation 
there has been stabilized. Libya has 
time and again declared its readiness 
to withdraw ifs trotJpJ from . Chad with 
the consent of the Gucuni Government 
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THE NEW CONTINGENT ... 
(Continued from /'age 16) 

of skill in a number of scientific 
and technical fields, and are con­
versant with both the technical 
and economic aspects of their 
work. They have mastered foreign 
languages such as English and 
French. \\Tith a judicious combi­
nation of these two forces, onr 
contingent of scientific and tech -
nical workers can render great 
service to the country. · 

Be>ides, there are also tens of 
thousands of stwJents and intellec­
ti:als among nearly one million 
Vietnamese residents in more than 
30 countries, including some 
scientifically and techPologically 
advanced ones in \Vestern Europe 
and t.;orth America. Most of them 
are turning their mind to their 
homeland, ready to contribute 
th<'ir intelligence and energy to 
rehabilitating their country. 

By 1980 our contingent of 
scientific and technical workers 
included: 

:\Tasters and Candidates of 
science: 1.1 ~o 

Univnsit}·-and College graduates: 
2_::0,000 

Secondan· vocalioRal school 
graduates: '286,000. 

Thev work in all branches of 
'the national economy. Those with 
university degree upward serve, 
for the most part, in 150 research 
and design institutes, 79 univer­
sities and colleges and nearly 300 
secondary vocational schools. 

This is a very big force, which 
is not so numerous as in developed 
industrial countries but bigger 
than in many developing countries. 
For instance. as regards the ratio 
of people with university degrees 
upward for every 10,000 inhabit­
:rnts according to UNESCO statis­
tics ( 1979) 

This time the Nairobi Conference issued 
an appeal calling for a g~adual 
replaument of foreign troops' by a 
peace-kee ptnJ[ force from three African 
countries: Benin, the Congo and 
Guinea andfor aid by OAU member 
countries and the UN to the Chad 
Government to rebuild the country 
ravaged by man.v years of war. 

The Nairobi Conference also protest· 
ed against tht "bilateral treaties sign­
ed between Egypt and Israel" and· 
condemns the Israeli zionists for their 
attack against the nuclear research 
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Vietnam : s2 
Iraq : "8.1 
Tunisi::i : +·' 
Burma : s.i) 
The Philippines: 28 
India : 2r.) 
Thailand : +.s· 
Brazil : ~8.5 
However, we lag behind the 

developed countries_: 
Belgium : 71.2 
France : ry8 
Hungary : 3.1.2.3 
Italy : 120 

USA : 76.n 
USSR : \72.6 

Japan : 382. 
As regaTds the 'rate of training, 

the annual number of university 
graduates for every 10,000 inha­
bitants, we have the· following 
figures : 

Vietnam : 6-.) 
Italy : 2.2 

France : 7 q 
Hungary: 20.2 (including in-

scrvice training). 
Om rate is thus fairly rapid. 

To sum up, our Party and State 
have had correct and timely poli­
cies as we 11 as making great effotts 
to build our contingent of scien­
tific and technical workers. These 
policies have been implemented 
without ceasing, under all cir­
cumstances, from the tottering 
steps when our revolutionary 
State was born, to the firm and 
bold steps whe_n our country was 
plunged in a fierce war. In the 
past we had to rely on foreign 
experts for many branches of 
production but today we have 
scientific and technical workers in 
nearly all branches and levels 
capable of solving nearly all 

centre in Iraq and reaffirmed its soli­
darity with the Palestine Liberation Or­
ganization (PLO), the sole genuine 
represe11tatirc of the Palestinian people. 

Despite pressure from readtonary 
forces, the Nairobi Canference has 
decided to coni:ene the OAU 19th 
Summit Conference (in 1982) in Tri­
poli, capital of Libya. 

The Nairobi Summit Conference is 
of paramount importance as it was held 
at a time when the Reagan Admini­
stration, under the label af "fighting 
against terror ", works together with 

• problems of economy. sci1ence, 
technique, education, service from 
research .to design, production, 
operation, management and exploit­
ation, and able to participate 
actively and efficiently in inter­
national co-operation, tQ assimilate 
ahd promote the help of the 
Soviet Union and the other fra­
ternal socialist countries. 

This force, which ably assisted 
i:--. the huilding of the socialist 
North, actively and efficiently 
helped the great front, contribut­
ing to the. defeat of the US imper­
ialists, who conducted the war 
with a daunting strength _in the 
military economic, scientific and 
teclrnic-a'l fields. After the reunifi­
cation of our countrv this same 
force is serving as t h.e cor·e, to­
gether with the intelligentsia in the 
South, to take over, reform and 
build anew the basis of material 
production, service and scientific 
research of the newly liberated 
areas, thus taking a worthy share 
in the great cause of building and 
defending the Socialist Republic 
of Vietnam. 

Hovv·ever, it should be noted 
that stri1cturally our coutingent;fa 
not yet homogeneous ~\fl'.l compre­
hensi v<", and that q;u\·,1.1:·1:\·r· 1:y H 
has not 'ct we·l .l l tk~ rcqu:re­
ments of· tLe scientific and tech-

. nological work in the present. 
stage. We are' confident that with 
the development of our economy, 
the improvement and strengthen­
ing of our training and manage­
ment, aud the endeavours of our 
scientific and technical workers, 
the above-mentioned weaknesses 
will be gradually ovrrcome. 

NGUYEN \'A:-.; llTJONG 

other imperialist cou~itries and the 
Beijing reactio1:aries to step up their 
infiltration in Africa, and leaves no 
stone unturned tu sow diz:ision and dis­
cord among the African peoples, and 
oppose the national liberation move7 
ment in this continent. Tlze conference 
has underlined the solidw tty of the 
African peoples against imperialism, 
colonialism and apartlieid, and their 
determination to fight for indepen­
dence, freedom and social progress. 

(Nhan dan, JO June r981) 
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Educational Ref ornis: 

LEARNING 

CLASS OF 

TO READ IN 

GENERAL 

FIRST THE 
EDUCATION 

Reforms in the teaching 
and learning to read 

Until the 1981-8z school year, 
learning to read as well as writ!ng 
and· the ruC:Lntcnts uf mathematics, 
were carried out in a preparatory 
·class ( vo long) before admission to 

effect upon structures, teaching 
content and pedagogical methods. 

The system of general education' 
will comprise : _ 

l) A basic niue-year course ior 
all children from 6 to 15 years. 

2) A further course of 3 years. 

L 
th!'! normal course of general 
education. The child · therefore 
reached the first class having 
aiready learned to read and write. 
This prepJLllury class, which wa£ 
not integrnted into the sy$tem r,f 
general education, was financed by 
voluntary contributions from the 
population and the teachers were 
recruited randomly amongst people 
of a certain level of eGucation but 
without a:1y pedagogical training. 
For several decades this system. 
served a country vvhich had 
recently achieved independence 
with ari economy as yet backward, 
an insufficient number of technicai 
·.!ln/i cultural cadres and moreover 
which had to suffer the ravages 
of a prolonged and fierce war. 

About 30.~; of the, p~pils who 
have completed the oas1c course, 
which is compulsory for everyone, 
will be admitted to the secondary 
course by exarninf1tion; the others 
will be channelled into technical 
schools, the "study-and-work" 
schools or into production. 

·' The ;,1·;;!1·::1 J.e>•.·:c1c~ h:.id sc,·eral 
f ~-\ dra\\-backs: 

Widely differin; standards be­
tween rec~ions .n1cl schools due 
prinllp:dly to the fac:t that teaching 
cadres did not have a uniform 
training. 

The teaching methods used were 
rather archaic, resulting in boredom 
and lassitude in the children. 

This f'JVc ri,;e to a situation at 
the end' of the preparatory class 
where many pupils had to repeat 
the year (!) and the stand~rd of 
reading leit much to be desired. 

The majority of pupils could 
onlv read out loud in a mechanical 
and~ expressionless way; after a 
whole year of study the cultural 
level attained was poor and school 
work in no. way fille-d the children 
with any interest or joY, the 
greatest · mcitivation being the 
rewards and punishments meted 
out by the teacher. 

With the return of peace and the 
1 reunification of the country Viet­

nam faced a new situation; pro­
gress ac~ieHd in econom.ic and 
cultural liel:Js today permits the. 
formulation of far-reaching teach­
ing reforms \vhosf' application wil! 
start with the rq8r-8.z. year. These 

' reforms will have a simultaneous 
' 

The preparatory class has been 
integrated into the basic course, 
thus forming the first class of the 
new system which comprises 12 
classes in all. The financing of 
this class will be undertaken by 
the State; teachers, henceforth 
·paid by the State, are 
recruited both from the schools 
and from amongst the old teachers, 
after retraining. Since the com­
plete liberation of the ~o~rntry_ in 
i97:; large-scale ~x p~ n rnen.tation 
with a new methou of learnrng tu 
read has been carried out by a 
team from the Institute of eclu:::ation 
in Hanoi. Tests have covned 125 
classes with ~,ooo .pupils, in towns, 
countryside -and mountainou~ re­
gions (with ethnic minorities). This 
experimentation allowed a new 
method for learning to read and a 
new reading manual to be tried 
out. This learnin.g process wiJI 
cover the'first half of the school 
vear · in the second l!3rm of the 
lirsi 'Class, already knowing how 
to read the children will. directly 
tackle the basic education course. 

\Ve ·will set out below the re~d­
ing method which has been pra~­
tised in experimental classes m 
these last few years and which 
will spread to all classes with the 
onset of the 1981-Sz s~hool yea,r. 
One can say that this new reading 
method truly inaugurates the pro­
jected teaching re for ms. 

Teachind the national lan­
guage. 

Learning to read is part aI1d 
parcel of the programme to_r 
teaching the national language; it 
cannot be reduced to the acquisi­
tion of a mere mechanism for 

deciphering letters, words . and 
sentences. The Vietnamese .designa­
tion of the subject ngu 11an signi­
fies language and literature, and 
the instructions given by the 
education services stale: 

"In the first course, the leaching 
of nau 'Z.:an has as its main objective 
the -~tudy of the; national_language, 
:.i prerequisite tor studyrng ot?er 
subjects... . Language teachrng 
should concentrate on phonetics, 
spelling, vocabulary and sy!ltax. 
Special attention should be paid to 
enriching the children's vocabulary. 
Through reading and studying t~e 
language of good texts pupils will 
acquire a familiarity witl1 litera­
tnre building for themselves 
1.t;!r~rv assets and heightening 
their capacity for aesthetic appre­
ciation... In teaching children ~o 
read we must try tb develop their 
intelligence, their ability to rellect 
and to reason. For first course 
pupils, the language - literature 
lessons should seek to develop the 
faculty of observatiop, imagination, 
ability to make comparisons and 
to a certain extent to anal)'se and 
sv nthesise. 
- Such te~ching also has the task 

of contributing actively ~o the 
formation o( new, socialist people. 
By studying good texts, chose!! 
with regard to the capability ot 
each age group and considerin_g 
both their content and artistic 
expression, pupils will lea_rn t~ 
love the respective beauties ot 
l\ature, social activity, language 
anct literary works, according to 
the recommendations of our Prime 
Minister Pham Van Dong: ' By 
means of a literarv text we can 
impress upon children not nnly 
that which is lovely and good in 
the language itself but also . the 
Beautiful and the Good. expr~ss1ons 
of the highest qualities of heart 
and soul, great ideas and the art of 
living '." 

Psycho-pedagogical 
derations 

consi-

The child who enters the first 
class having completed her or his 
sixth year is at the pivotal point 
between nursery school and the 
elementary classes of general 
education. Learning to read 
implies the visual cap~city to 
recognize a sy~tem of . signs,_ to 
convert these visual signs mto 
sounds and into words whose 
meaning is more or less under­
stood. This ability presupposes an 

. adequate level of psycho P!1Jsiol?­
gical development which is 
reached bv the average chilt~ in 
our country around the age of _six 
and which comprises the following 
characteristics: 
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- A s11fficiently developed 
psycho-mutivity. The child walks, 
ruds. jumps and moves with ease; 
co-ord-ination is good. allowing for 
the execution of fine movements 
using hands and fingers; to tie 
and untie knots, thread a needle, 
cut with scissors following wavv 
lines and to draw. A sense of 
orientaiion within space has been 
acq,1ired as well as the unilateral 
use ot the right hand in the 
majority of cases or the left hand 
!or a smaller number. One no1es 
a dimi11ution of useless movements, 
in particul:ir the synkineses which 
make children stick out their 
tongue, twist - their neck and 
contract their lower limbs when 
they u>e their hands for delicate' 
oper'1lions. 

- Spatial structure is recognized 
throui;Ji au organised and orienta­
ted perception of space; the child 
~nowi111:; how to distinguish high 
trom low, left from right, 
horizontal and vertical, straight 
a!J..d oblique. That which enables 
th"?m to distinguish between for 
example a "d" and a ·• p ", the 
verticll stroke being differently 
placed in the two letters is also 
devdoped. 

- The abiJitv to make the 
connection between a sign and a 
concrete oLjcct when the sign is 
purely conveJJtional and not a 
figurative drawing. The child 
already has an intuition about the 
written message. 

-- :\ relative ease in the use of 
oral language with a perception of 
the articulations of the spoken 
word and a fairlv wide vocabu-
lary. · 

One of the main characteristics 
of infantile psychology at this age 
is the coexi£tence of two types of 
perception of things : a global 
perception _ \Vh ich . grasps the 
wholeness of each 0bject with rapid 
intuition and an analytical percep­
tion which breaks each object 
down to its component parts, 
each part having a definite rela­
tionship to the other parts and 
to the whole. The younger 
dw child the more the globa! 
perception dominates. A child ol 
3-4 years old recognises immedia­
tely amongst a pile of bicycles that 
belonging to his mother without 
being able to say why; his elcler 
brother aged 8 however will say 
that he recognised his mother's 
bicycle because it has handlebar:; 
of such and such a shape, a saoidle 
of such and such a make.. It is 
the same thing for written sen­
tences. A nursery school chih:l can 
recognise a complete sentence. 
even a short text, a whole word 
once it has been learned (for 
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example her name Bich Lien) 
without being able to recognise 
one by one the letters which 
make it 11p. But from the age of 6 
onwards the child learns to break 
down t!'ie>.e -vvords and fragments 
of sentences into their various 
elements: After global perception 
comes the analysis of an object, 
the recognition of each part and 
the reciprocal relation~hip amongst 
the d'iffercnt f)arts, then the syn· 
:hesi,; which in the end gives a 
much clearer and more precise 
image of the object than the initial 
global perception. 

This double process, global 
perception then analysis and 
synthesis, concerns equally a text 
which is broken- down into sen­
tences, a sentence into words, 
words into letters and in the last 
instance one letter whose various 
elements can be recognised. It is 
by taking advantage of this 
psychological characteristic that 
we have developed our method of 
learning to read. 

That which in the end deter­
mines success is the child's interest 
in readi11g. Children grow up in a 
social setting with the knowledge 
that in these books. newspapers, 
letters, notices \Vhich adults read 
there is an entire world, alluring 
and full ol m.drvels. They passion­
ately want to steal the ke\·s 
which will open up this world "to 
them; they will know for example 
what their father, who has gm1e 
on a journey, has written; they 
will no longer have to suffer the 
grumbling refusal of their sister 
when she is asked to read a story 
from a book whose illustrations 
are so exciting.· So here they are 
entering a class; they are present­
ed with mysterious signs a, b, c, 
an, oang, ~ un ... which have no 
meaning, hours and hours are 
spent stumbling through their 
recitation and learning them by 
heart. If they are prevented from 
running an<l playing it is for the-m 
to be abl@ to p~netrate into the 
written world with its marvels 
and mysteries; here even when 
comprehensible sentences are 
learnt they are so banal, so insipid. 
"B2by feeds, the dog barks", 
there's IJ.O need to go to school to 
learn such things! The child is 
bored in class and finds difficulty 
in learning so the teacher has to use 
thrc:ats, punishment~ and rewards. 

By taking advantage of the 
global perception from the very 
beginning we can give the child­
ren sentences and verses to read 
which interest them, and not 
merely conventional set P!~ces 
which they find deadly dull. I hat 

which appears complex to adufts, 
text, sentence, word is complex 
because it is made up of numerous 
simple parts whereas in the child's 
perception it is in fact grasped as 
a sing!c entity, therefore a simple 
one. 1 he arnlytical process comes 
~econd and results in the recogni­
tion of the existence of the parts 
which go to make up the object. 
In a globc1l perception there is no 
sentence. svllablc or letter more 
ccmplicated thrn any other - the 
essential point being. that it is the 
subject which attracts interest and 
11ot ·its structtrre. One ccin therefore 
short - circuit tl1c svstcm with this 
mechanism uf gior;al ;~erception -
it is not necesscuy to follow a pre­
cise order in the degree of difficulty 
in linguistic aru]\·sis, to teach easy 
syllables bt"fore complex ones, it 
is only in the c.ourse of the ana­
lytical process, which· comes 
afterwards that one must respect 
this order. 

\Ve have tried right from the 
beginning to stimulite the child's 
interest ln- gi\'ing each lesson a 
livelv content.-Livelv firstlv in its 
mear1ing - the writt~n text evok­
ing for the childn~n a slice of life: 
beautiful scencrv, an animal, 
something they love; lively too in 
form, b\- t':!e irna1:;ery which the 
text carrit-~'· the rvthm or music 
of its sot'r.(h. and -li"cly also lw 
tbe t":ict that tlte v;riiten images 
are accom·panied by visual ones. 
photographs and illustrations. 

Classes must h,, made vivid by 
linking the abstract process of 
analysis and synthesis of s~ntences, 
words, svll:ibles and letters with 
movemeri'ts and g:imes w_hich 
make concrete tLe Jctivity of the 
mind. \Vhencvcr possible music 
and drama should also be brought 
into the re:iding lesson. 

It is ciear th:1t ()n the basis of 
such considerations the children 
have been t:iugbt rhymes, poems 
and songs from the very ~egin-
11ing, \vbeil a pruse passage has to 
be chosen we take pieces full of 
imagery, sentences which when 
read out loud bring out the mu­
sical quality of the tones. We have 
no hesitation in giving the child­
ren extracts from classical verses 
but this sometimes provokes the 
criticism that we :ire giving them 
material which is too difficult and 
beyond their capabilities. In fact 
the understa_nding of a poem 
comprises diflerent levels, ranging 
from arr overall emotion stimulat­
ed as much by the intellectual 
content as the :utistic expression, 
to a more profound semantic and 
aesthetic appreciation at the cultu-

·ral level of the reader. A child of 
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Six will nJt be expectet! to under­
stand a clas;;ical poem in 1he same 
way as a well-read person but 
when beautiful verses evoke 
something which the children 
have already experience,~. lovely 
scenery for. example, tl~ey can 
grasp - the image _ and feel the 
moving melo:lv :·Ji tho'c verses. 
Thus in one ot the lcsso;;s in our 
manual we bavc· these two lines 
from Kieu (2): 

Dtrai. cil11 mrac cluiy lrong veo 
Ren cii11 tu liiltz bring chieu 

tlmat tha 
Literal tr:rnsL:tion: 

Under the Lricl:;c, the water 
' flows, clear, 

Near the bridgt, a weeping 
willow, by the light of the setting 

sun, waves its branches. 

The second part which links 
the imagc of a weeping willow 
With its long graceful branches 
undulating uuder the wind's caress 
in the last glimmer of sunset is 
one of the most bcaut·fn1 in our 
national poetry. There are those 
who argue that its beauty is inac­
cessible to children but experience 
has shown that bv far the majority 
of children love it dearly, having 
grasped it within their ·global 
comprehension and emotion. 

It is this global emotion which 
we first of all try to evoke in 
order to rivet the child's attention 

, _r,lo the lesson and the class, the 
""·' Initial interest is subsequently 

maintained by declamation, can-
tillation (musical improvisation) 
and when circumstances permit, 
a dra•natic representation together 
\\"ith music. Interest and emoti0n 
alio\\" for the analysis of the 
sente!lcc, svllables and letters to 
be tackled iater without too much 
difficull y. 

At the end of the first term, in 
fact after four months of learning 
wlie11 tile children know how to 
read tltcv will kivc learnt bv 
he:irt from our manual approxi­
mately +oo H'rsc'. chosen irom 
among'-! the -...-orks dedicated to 
childr~en, popular songs or the 
best pieces uf n:it innal literature. 
From the second term thcv will 
he ,able to taclde fairly Jon~ texts 
with no difficulty. The interest 
insplr,~d by the texts is the ba•;is 
for the concelltration wliich the 
children show in their studies and 
·which creates an atmosphere oi 
joy, of -fulfilment in the class and 
which shortens considerablv the 
time needed ((;r le;;rning to" read. 
Given the rebtive simplicity of 
written \'ict11amese and· its 
spelling. on :t\CL1ge + -- 5 months 
are neeoed irir 11ormal children to 

learn to read. Even d1iidrcn who 
are retarded in some \vay manage 
to learn; the number of those 
who give up or who are obliged 
to repeat a year is minimal in 
comparison with the results of 
traditional classes. • 

Our method closelv assnciates 
language and literntut'.e based on 
the old adage: \Vhocver does not 
learn poetrv will not knovv how 
to speak \Veil. Several years of 
testing have confirmc:d our plans 
and this year we have heen ~1ble 
to apply the method to all the 
children in the new first class in 
the whole reunified cottntrY. :\ 
ne\V manual written on this "basis 

Vietnam Advances 

has already been printed, to be 
used in the first reading class of 
191'1-8z.-the first year in which 
the educational reforms will be 
applied. , 

(Extract from a booklet to be publish­
,,d by the Foreign Languages Publish· 
ing House). 

NGUYEN THI NHUT 

1. llanot: 10i{, countryside: zoi{, 
mountainous regiom: 507, - figu­
res concerning North Vietnam. -

2 Kieu : is a pcem: whirh tells 
nf the life of a beautiful, young and 
talented girl who is overpowered 
by destiny. It is familiar to all 
Vietnamese. 

PHYSICAL TRAINING AND SPORTS 
IN A STATE ENTERPRISE 

F
OR quite some time now. the 

No.1 Pharmaceutical \Vorks 
of Hanoi (in Dong· Da district) 

·has enjoyed the rep'1'.,~-;inn of being 
a particularly "heaithy '' enter­
prise, 

lRdeed, thr'. enterprise has .won 
the title of "Advanced Physical 
Education and Sports Unit" in 18 
of the 20' years since its 'physical 
education and. sports nwvement 
was launched. 

Over these 20 years, the "health 
movement'' has steadily developed, 
lrom several hundred c11dres and 
workers taking part in the first 
year to over one tl10mand today. 
At the beginning, only a few' 
groups of workers did physical 
exercise cluring their break as an 
experiment, now the whole e11ter­
prise practise it and re:dize that it is 
beneficial to thcil" health, \Vith 
the slogan" Good Htalth for Pro­
duction ", the workers regularly 
take part in the movement. Thanks 
to this, the calisthenics team 
always comes top in the district 
competitions, and came top twice 
in the City's competitions. 

Defence sports such as running, 
jumping. swimming, shooting and 
grenade throwing are also practis­
ed, and were particularlv ~trcs~ed 
during the anti-US resistance war. 
The _\'.:ome_n's team won first pri­
zes tor defence sports at the 1967, 
1968, an~ r9S9 competitions for the 
whole ot North Vietnam. Dang Thi 
Quy, who works in the liquid me­
dicine workshop. won the overall 
title in two successiH \ears, 1968 
and i969, 

The enttcrprise also prides itself 
upon its women's volley ball team 

which ::-vas _upgraded from the 
City's B division to the National 
A1 division. 

Moreover, Le Van Trang, a sports 
enthusiast of the enterprise, has of 
late. become a well-known cross­
country runner for the City. 
Thanks to patient practice, he cured 
himself from chronic liver and 
gastric troubles. As a result, at a 
conference of outstanding units 
and individuals for the whole of 
the North in 1965, he was given 
the title of "emulation worker" of 
the medical branch and was 
awarded a Labour Order, Third 
class by the Government. 

But possibly the greatest novelty 
was the enterprise's art troupe's 
production of the country's first 
ever play on a sporting theme. It 
was given a Gold Medal at the 
Hanoi Theatrical Festival in 1978. 
Five of the eight actors were also 
awarded Gold Medals. 

Sick-leave in the enterprise. has 
now dropped to o.8 per cent, 
although 80 percent of cadres and 
workers are female. This has en­
abled the enterprise to regularly 
fulfil its production plans. For five 
years it was recognized as an 
advanced unit of the medical 
branch. 

Twice, the enterpr.ise has receiv­
ed Labour Orders from the Govern­
n:ient for its achievement in phy­
sical education and sports _-\t pre­
sent, it is still leading the movement 
in the City's medical hranch, 

TRAN KIEN 
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VIETNAMESE 

S.NICE the August 1945 revolu­
tion and particularly the vic­
tory at Dien Bien Phu (1954) 
the peoples of the w6rld 

have taken a great interest in Viet­
namese history and civilisation 
whiclt have made considerable 
contributions to the national libera­
tion movement and the forward 
;narch of' progressive humanity. 
fhe Vietnamese victory over im­
perialist barbarity was, one can 
safely say. a victory for hffnanity 
and civilisation. ~ 

But how can we determine the 
featurl'.s of Vietnamese c;·:ilisa­
tion? In what ways docs it Jiffer 
from and rcsemhie the surround­
ing Southeast Asian civilisations 
or of other countries like CJ1iua. 
India or Japan. vVc ~!IT well aware 
that it is not an easy task to try 
and distinguish the civilisation of a 
social group sufficiently large to 
constitute a national entity, to dis­
cern its own foundation~; from 
knovvlcdge Jcquircd and cx1crn:tl 
influences. . 

\V c have cho~;en the etlrno-his­
torical lllethod in trying to paint 
the main outline of Vietnamese 
civilisation in each important 

· neriod of its thous:rnd-vear his 
iory (1). , 

I 

Resear.c)1 carried out in the 
fields ot archaeology, ethnoloey. 
histon and folklore o\·er the last 
25. years have eriabled us to iden­
'tit v vrchistoric Vietnamese ci vi-
1 isation, particularly during the 
Bronze Age, which followed the 
Neolithic period, and spanned an 
era approximately two thousand 
years before or own. 

·Archaeological excavations o\·ei­
the last decade~ have brought to 
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light ves1iges of human settlement 
which tens go back of thousandii of 
years: human teeth in the caves of 
Lang Son province, huge numbers. 
of r<)11gh cutli!lg edges found in 
Qu:tng l'\inh, Thanh Hoa 'and 
Dong '.'\ai provinces. Is it possible 
that Vietnam and more generally 
Southeast Asia is one of tbe cra­
dles of civilisation? 

At Mount Do (Thanh Hoa prov­
ince) paleolithic man made use of 
diabase rock to manufacture bifac­
es (double cutting edges) and 
cleaYers. :\t tlie end of the palco­
lit h ic pc riod we ha \·e tlie :i p­
pe:ir:::nce oi a new pebble industry 
wh;ch m:irks tbc civilisation (if .','on 
f 7 i ()ur anc<es1ors bcg,in to cst:1b­
lish then1sclvcs in the ctnira! re-

. gion oi North Vietnam l~-zo 
housand years ago. · 

In the mesolithic Age the found­
ers of the JlrJa Binh (approx. 
10.,000 years) and Bae Son civilisa­
tions (apµrox. 8,ooo to 5,000 years) 
had already begun to cultivate 
tubers, :ruit trees and gourds, and 
10 raise dogs. The neolithic revolu­
tion brought in its w::ike a veritable 
cultural blos~oming: pottery, the 
polishing ot stone and the making 
ot "Bacsonian" hatchets with 
well-honed e-dges. Human settle­
ments tended to descend into the 
\·:dleys and then towards the 
plain. 

Paleo-ant hropoiogica l discoveries 
le11d us to think that the founders 
of the earliest Vietnamese civi­
lisations belonged to different 
blacl: and yello.w racial groups 
which had co-existed tor manv 
thousands of years in Southeast 
.'\sLi. F;orn a racial point ot view 
the present day Vietnamese belong 
to the Austro - Asian group ot 
southern :\Iongoloids, who tl1em­
selves originated from l\Iclanesian 
peoples a-nd underwent •a long 
'« yellowing» process. 

From a linguistic point of view 
Vietnamese and Muong (an ethnic 
minority verv close to the Viet 
people), the f..lon-Khmer langua­
ges of the ethnic peoples who live 
In the mountaillOUS ,\Torth vVest, 
along the Truon!! Son Cordillera 
and on the Central Highlands, as 
well as the Tay-:-Thai language 
group and the .iHalay-Polynesian 
tongues of Cham, Ede, Gia Rai 
peoples are among the most an­
cient of Southeast Asia. 

Data a mas!ied from archaeolo­
gical, ethnological, lingui-tic and 
folklore ~;ourc-es all combine to 
show the ~mcicnt establishment of 
the \-kt people. Beginning at the 
Red RiYCr de!Lt they gradually 
spread to tile , :1e1,t:1l pLlins and 
the c<ust of '<or:i1 \''ctn:,m. Dur­
ing thi 0 • iHuu,·s t!1c\' incl ar•.l mix­
ed with otlic r ethnic grQups to 
form a new community whose 
ancient civilisation co·nstituted the 
basis for the development of an 
agricultural economv. Here we 
are at the dawning o·f our national 
history, more than 4,000 years ago. 

Thus it was trut approximately 
+.ooo ve:irs ago tl~c: Vietnamese 
Bronze :\ge began. I aking advan­
tage oi · tiie 11t1merous layers of 
coppeT, tin, lL'.ad, zinc and iron 
which the snlYo;J of \'idnam con­
ceals ancl lJy using their own 
particular manual dexterity and 
spirit ot. invention our ancestors 
brought uronzc metallurgy down 
to a fine art. The arrival of metal 
in a world hitherto exclusively vegeta­
ble and stone must Juve been a 
d~cisive turning point for society 
and civilisation. 

In North Viet11:1m, notably in 
the Red Rivn basin, hundreds of 
archaeological sites have been dis­
covered, belonging to the four 
successive stages of development 
in the Bronze Age: ~hung ;\'guyen, 
Dong Dau, Co Mun and Dong 
Son. At the !tcight of the Bronze 
Age our ancf'stors embarked on 
the iirst stage of an era of national 
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building: the Van Lang epoch of 
the Hung Kings. 

The ;;;ppearance of the Van Lang 
Kingdom ruled by the hereditary 
Hung kings with its fairly elabor­
ate socio-political organisation and 
relatively well-<leveloped ci\·ilisa­
tion is the result of a continuous 
process of development \vhich 
covered tens of thousands of -.;ears. 
And it is with Van Lang that the 
ancient Red River civilisation 
begins tn develop 

The proto-Vidnamese. the direct 
ancestor.;; of present day Vietnam­
ese and Muong people._ ~vere the 
main ethnic elements of \an Lang 
- now North Vietnam - and 
commanded the necessary condi­
tions to build and develop a State 
They spoke an archaic language 
which after long cvol ving has 
become the Vietnamese of todav. 
They grouped themselves into 
villages (lang cha) linked to each 
other by blood ties and proximity. 

The homogeneity of ancient 
Vietnamese civilisation is reflected 
in the archaeological remains 
found recent!)' in the Hong (Red), 
Ma, Lam and Gianh river deltas­
the areas originalh· ~et\lcd ]Jy 
the proto-Vi,-t,,;:irr1c,;·. .\;1•rrng 
these rcmajns the 111,.,1 t\·pi,·:ii is 
the bronze drum, cornm<.n!y c:lilcd 
Dongsonian drum. II' ind i·ccls of 
Dongsonian drums of all sizes 
have been found in Vietnam, cer­
tain .of them being among the 
oldest and most beautiful known 
of in the whole world. These 
drums with their numerou~ geom­
etrical and figurative designs 
(animals, human beings, canoes, 
house:s on stilts ... ) faithfully depict 
all the activities of this ancient, 
so.::ietv, the material and soiritual 
life of its members. They constitute 
visible proof of the Dong Son 
culture which was more or less 
closely linked to the other South­
east Asian cultures and displayed 
sufficient cohesion to be able to 
create an ensemble of productive 
techniques: agriculture and metal­
lurgy, social institutions, artistic 
practices and myths and be liefs of 
an original nature (2). 

In the 2nd century B.C. the Han 
empire, which had already con­
quered the whole of Southern 
China, was also to annex Van Lang. 
The proto-Vietnamese territory 
became Giao Chi province and 
remai11ed under the Chinese yoke 
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for more than a thousand y~ars. 
This was the end of the Hung 
Kings whose relgn had spanned 
an era of over two thousand years 
- an era of Independence and na­
tional construction during which 
the foundations of Vietnamese 
civilisation were laid. It was to 
make its mark on the customs and 
practices, cultural and social llf e 
and beliefs of the eras to follow 
but more importantly It endowed 
the people with their own particu­
lar character, personality and cul· 
ture which enabled them to with­
stand the fierce political assimila­
tion of the long Chinese occupation. 

In spite of the incorporatlve 
force of the Chinese empire the 
Vietnamese people maintained 
their national identity throughout 
the first thousand years A.D. Giao 
Chi. occupied for all that time, was 
never really integrated into the 
Chinese empire in the same way 
as many regions of southern China, 
and the history of the occupation 
was marked by numerous insur­
rections against the invaders. 

II 

Having shaken off the long 
occupation of Imperial China the 
Vietnamese people began In the 
10th century a period of national 
independence within the fnme· 
work of a centralised monarchy, 
having succeeded In safeguarding 
the cultural heritage of the Hung 
kings enriched by Chinese, Indian 
and Cham contributions. The 
country, now called Dai Viet, vi­
gorously defended its indepen­
dence for 900 years and managed 
to rebuff various attempts by 
Chinese Imperial dynasties to re­
conquer its territory. 

During these nine centuri~s of 
independence (10th-19th centuries) 
Vietnamese civilisation continued 
to develop and thus we have the 
birth of a many-sided national 
culture - the Dal Vtet civtltsatton 
within which framework we have 
the coexistence of a scholarly cul­
ture and a popular culture. 

The scholarly culture of Dai Viet 
·gave the nation its heroes and its 
famous men of letters: strategists 
of genius such as Ly Th uong Kiet 
in the uth century, Tran Hung 

Dao in the 13th century, Nguyen 
Tral and Le Loi Jn· the 15th century 
and Nguyen Hue in the 18th cen­
tury, poets like ."Jguyen Trai, 
Nguyen Du, Ca0 Ba Qu:1t, encyclo­
paedists such as Le Quy Don, Phan 
Huy Chu, mathem3tici:ms. phy,,i· 
clans and technicians ~uch as 
Luong The Vinh. r,,, Ilun Trac, 
Nguyen Van Tu ct :d. 

Even more remarkable however 
was the development of tra<lit ion a 1 
popular culture. OrH' can s.:fely 
say that this was the driving torce 
behind the growth of Vietnamese 
civilisation and which gave the 
Vietnarnese people their particubr 
characteristics. Its effect upon 
scholarly culture and the ideology 
of the ruling class was immeasura · 
ble. 

This popular culture had its 
roots in the daily life of the 
Vietnamese peasants as they 
st! uggled to conquer marshy ter­
rain and thick forests and battled 
in the face of floods and droughts 
to keep their land fertile. It was 
born out of the community life of 
these individuals who nevertheless 
were aware of their common 
destiny and knew that they had 
to unite to sur\"ivc. It is simple, 
practical, linked to work andc\o~c 
to Nature and remukable !or its 
human concern a;,d self-abnega­
tion of a peasantry who were op~ 
pressed yet optimistic and full ot 
life. 

Trampled underfoot by the 
foreign occupier and scorned bv 
local feudalists this popular culture 
had to go back to the origin of the 
nation and draw on its strength. 
It particularly exalte<l the heroes 
of national liberation and the 
peace-time civilisers. This \Vas a 
rich culture \Vith a strong or-al 
tradition of history, myth5, leger.d~. 
stories, fables, comic tales; it 
comprised poetry, songs, dances, 
puppets and theatres, architecture. 
sculpture and drawing, festival and 
games, practices and beliefs. But 
it was also the product of a pre­
industrial society and clearly had 
its limitations and weakne~ses due 
to the low level of production, 
superstition and a fatalistic attitude_ 

In the course of their history 
the Viet people also welcomed 
into their national community 
other ethnic groups who liver! in 
the mountaim of the !\orth \Vest 
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and North East, along the Truong 
- Son Cordillera and on the Central 

liighlands. From the Red River 
basin to the Mekong delta tradi­
tional Vietnamese popular culture 
was continually adde<l to-a process 
never harmful to national unity 
or the national language. The 
serenely cheerful nature of the 
culture of those who lived on 
the plains was tinged by the 
liveliness and enthusiasm of the 
coastal dwellers ao, well as the 
simplicity and natural quality of 
the mountain people. As a result 
we have an extraordinarily diverse 
popular culture- a truly multieth­
nic one. By the same token, the 
mystical elements of northern 
legends or Indian religions inter­
preted within popular culture 
have grown richer v..-ith the addi­
tion oi typical peasant humour. 

:t\urtured by this popular culture, 
patriotic intellectuals created a 
progre,sive, positi\·e way of think­
ing which opposed the rigid Con­
fucian ideology, narrow and 
reactionary, embraced by the 
ruling class. Nguyen Trai, a great 
thinker, writer and sage of the 
15th century, and a national hero, 
culled from, thit: popular culture 
the fundamental elements of his 
humanism; his patriotic fight for 
national liberation was inspired by 
his affection and solicitude for the 
people 

Nguyen Binh Khiem, a i6th­
century philosopher, found a way 
of giving a dialectic conception to 
the development of things by 
appealing to popular good sense. 
The great poets of the 18th and 19th 
centuries, "Kguyen Du, Cao Ba Quat, 
Nguyen Dinh Chieu, used the 
language of popular works to 
Introduce new elements into lan­
guage and literature. 

In the context of a country 
e11dlessly compelled to fight for 
independence, this popular culture 
forged a stro1,g spirit of nation­
alism. During ten centuries of 
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feudalism the Vietnamese people 
had to weave a fabric o( national 
unity strong enough to repel the 
attempts at secession by the feudal 
cliques. \Vhilst the different 
regions and ethnic groups contri­
buted to the diversification of 
traditional civilisation, the various 
elements of popular culture sprang 
from the heart of a unified nation. 
Throughout this feudal period, 
popular cultc; re fulfilled its historic 
mission by laying the foundations 
for a national civilisation. 

III 

\Vith the French conquest 
beginning in the middle of the 
19th century, then the American 
intervention from 19~+ to 1975, the 
Vietnamese people were subjected 
to the yoke of colonialism and 
neo-colo~ialism. In spite of the 
invaders' century-long efforts to 
distort and denationalise the spirit 
and traditions of a \Vhole people, 
they failed to smother the Viet­
na~ese culture. At the same time 
as the feudal and then bourgeois 
classes betrayed the interests of the 
nation by capitulating and subju­
gating themselves to the colonial­
ists and neo. coloniallsts, the vitality 
and power of traditional popular 
culture was ably demonstrated in 
its fight against subservience to 
the culture of Western capitalism. 

The Revolution and reconquest 
in 1945 of national independence, 
the advent of the Democratic 
Republic. then the Socialist ;Repub­
lic of Vietnam opened up a new 
era for the Vietnamese peoplt. 

The arduous combat for national 
liberation with its terrible human 
and material losses over many 
decades of war did not prevent 
the Vietnamese people, guided by 
th.e Communist Party an.t its 
venerated leader Ho Chi Minh, 

from starting to overhaul the 
economy and renew the cultural 
life based on past traditions and 
experience. 

' 

The cultural successes achieved 
during these years of ordeal 
justify the pride with which they 
are viewed by the revolutionary 
movement and they augur well 
for the cultural future of social­
ist Vietnam. That recently the 
~tudent Le Ba Khanh Trinh 
distinguished himself in an Inter­
national mathematics competition 
in London, that the young pianist 
Dang Thai Son won first prize in 
the Chopin competition in_ War­
saw and that the cosmonaut Pham 
Tuan was the first Asian to fly in 
space are all authentic signs of 
the vitality of the Vietnamese 
people and Vietnamese civilisation. 

LE VAN HAO 
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MI\'ORITY peoples in Vietnam 
have many heroes: Git 
Giang of the Muong led his 

folk in killing wild beasts; Pu 
Luong Quan of the Tay attacked 
elephants, wre~tlcd with tigers and 
kicked them dead; No Giao of the 
Hmong, for his part, subdued ti­
gers with the mere tune of his khc11 
(a kind of bamboo pan-pipe). And 
it is no exaggeration to saY that 
this tune is as necessary for the 
life of the Hmong as the men mrn 
daily meals (1) or the thatched cot­
tages on the mist-shrouded moun­
tain tops. , 

·Glinipses of 

with the full song of khen and the 
sweet song of flute. fn spring, 
Hmong youths in their Sunday 
best flock to the mountains embel­
lished with peach blossoms and 
pairs of them sing or talk heart 
to heart through a cord (2). 

A Hmong boy proposes to a girl 
through the intcrmediacy of two 
matchmakers, one inside and the 
other outside his family. Bringing 
a paper umbrella and a flowered 
towel to the girl's house they be­
gin to sing: "There is a tree on 

folk.culture 

MUSIC IN THE LIFE 

OF THE H'MONG PEOPLE 

Music pervades the life of the 
Hmong 'people - or 2\:feo as they 
were called in the past-in all its 
aspects. 

From morn till night, in the 
hamlets or in the fields or where­
ver the Hmong live we can hear 
the sound of s~ng, khen, guitar or 
flute blended with the purl of the 
brook, the murmur of the wind, 
the air of a lover's song or a leaf 
instrument. In the still night a boy 
whl~pers to his sweetheart through 
a lip instrument. \Ve have heard 
the Hmong Sua sing to invite 
their guests to eat and smoke. 
People put forward riddles through 
a six-pipe klzen. They quarrel 
through a xi u. A Hmong boy 
carrying a heavy basket on 
a steep slope will keep on 
playing his khen. All market 
days in the highlands resound 

the pass with a bloom as beautiful as 
the cloud in the sky. Having heard 
that the family has a precious girl, 
we come to offer marriage," or 
" We have come to the girl's family 
to eat with an empty stomach ". 
\\Then asked to wash their faces 
and their feet, or on going to bed, 
they gratefully sing: "This is 
pearl water .. this is flowered 
mat .. " \Vhen the bride is led to 
the bridegroom's house the Hmong 
stop half-way and sing. As a rule, 
after the evening meal the songs 
follow one anuther until morning, 
beginning with compliments to the 
married couple then shifting to 
lyrics between the attending boys 
and girls. 

The Hmong also compose unso­
phisticated but witty and imagina­
tive children's songs. When mak­
ing dolls with old cloth the chil­
dren sing: "I am making a doll. 

Once this is done I'll leave you 
here and take the money (usually 
some leaves) to buy sweetmeats 
for you at the market." Or they 
chop leaves as vegetables and put 
them into a u is used bo '"I singing: 
"T couk a delicious men men, I cook 
sweet \·egetables ... " Thev also 
sing work-songs \vhile tht\· mimic 
rice-husking rir rice-pounding .. 

The Hmong"s funeral laments 
are sorrowful songs. Boys, sitting 
on. the left, weep bitterly with 
their heads helJ in their hands, 
while girls standing on the right 
with joined hands sob their hearts 
out in a musical lament and sway 
as though wanting to leave, rest­
incr their hands on one another's 
sh~ulders and swinging as if per­
forming on a stage. 

Ttrnes for superstitious rites 
constitute a big part of the Hmong 
music. Prayers to ghosts (lai da), 
invocati~s of vital spirits (hu pli), 
failing into trances (ua nenh), send­
ing-off the dead soul (khua ke) ... 
read h,· tlw head of thC' family or 
the rn~gician have all the funda­
mental clements of a song or a re­
cital. 

Prayers to ghosts and invoca­
tions of vital spirits are relatively 
simple: with a josstick and an egg 
which has been boiled and shelled, 
the head of the family can read 
them, without the help of a magi­
cian who is ho\vever necessary 
for the trances or sending off the 
dead soul. 

\Vhen falling into trances the 
magician, his face screened by a 
cloth, rhythmically shakes a chia 
nenh (a percu~sion instrument) and 
sings mysterious songs like abraca­
dabras, now aml then stamping 
his fee: and shouting stop ghosts. 

Sending-off the dead soul Likes 
more than one hour's "singing" 
to show the soul the ·way to join 
their ancestors so as not to be 
abandoned. In a monotonous tone 
the magician reads without a 
break. After reading the funeral 
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oration (hu cau), the khen is plaved 
and the drum beaten to wish ·the 
<lt>ad soul a safe and good journey. 
These rites are performed bv a 
hired troupe. During the funeral 
<:ration not only the dead person's 
Iamilv a;id relatives weep, but the 
person asked to read it often sobs, 
unable to bear the sadness. 

"Fictitious dialogue" (chi xay) 
is a device to praise the dead per­
son's good deeds. A man with si­
milar riches leading an ox comes 
to extol his merits. The family 
also has to produce an ox to kill. 
Both oxen must be big ones with 
long horns hanging with a lot of 
silver coins. The musical instru­
ments (khen, pt le) used on this 
occasion must also be festooned 
with coins. Another man outside 
his family asks in "singing": How 
many children has the dead man? 
How did he die? How was he 
looked after? Then the chi xay an­
swers This rite is very costly, 
which perhaps accounts for its 
virtual disappearance about forty 
years ago. Some chi xay perform it 
only a few times during their life­
time. 

Hmong music for worship has 
the power to sway people's feel­
ings. Such rites as hu cau can make 
many people moan. The wording 
and music of these hu cau, hu pli, 
khua ke and ua nenh differ greatly 
from one another. 1 he tune also 
varies with the locality and the 
reader. The listener, however, can 
discriminate between hu cau and 
hu pli, khua ke and ua nenh. 

Each air of khen, clarion, guitar 
or flute of the Hmong has a cor­
responding song with specific 
content. That is precisely why 
ooys can use their khen 10 narrate 
tales or their flutes to make 
known their love to girls. And the 
listener - wµo knows the word­
ing - can grasp the concrete con­
tent of these airs ... 

Khen playing always goes along 
with dancing. No Hmong Jets his 
feet rest while playing khen and no 
Hmong dances so lo. Sometimes 
more than four people dance with 
uniform and vigorous leg-strokes 
in dose and harmonious coordina­
tion with the tunes of the wind 
in~trument. The White Hmong 
dance kicking one another's feet 
while the Flower Hmong kick 
their own feet. In some places, 
people dance while rolling on the 
ground, or dance on three poles. 
or on a barn boo pole put across a 
frying pan with boiling fat - and 
the khen keeps on resounding - like 

- in a circus. 
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The Hmong - males - plav khen 
in rejoicings and festivals. Khen is 
also played at funerals, but not in 
'love-affairs. 

Hmong traditional music com­
prises may collections of khen 
pit;ces, each of which deals with 13 
different themes: stories about 
males, females, biography of the 
khen inventor, etc. Each group of 
khen pieces includes 5 khen pieces 
arranged following a set order. In 
a. khen playing contest the compe­
titors take turns in playing these 
pieces ... 

Khcn pieces belong to two kinds: 
those played in funerals, votlve­
pap~_r burnings, beast-sacrifices, 
burials ... and those played in rejoic­
ings, market goings, firewood 
gatherings ... In markets and other 
public places the Hmong usually 
play the rejoicing pieces, should 
funeral ones be played, the intro­
ductory piece and the concluding 
one after sen~ling off the dead soul 
(organized .1ttcr the khue kc rite) 
are tabooed. 

Tradition has it that the Hmong 
have up to 360 khen pieces (3) to 
send off the ghost after the khua ke 
rite. In the past the dr:acl person's 
familv and the mourners would 
play 'k!zrn for scores of days and 
nights without repeating any piece. 

In Hmong funerals, khen playing 
is always accompanied by drum 
beating. This is an elaborate art. 
A \Vhite Hmong khen player conc­
tantly creeps under a drum 
(usually hung on a tripod). A Red 
Hmong khen player walks around 
the drum, sometimes beating its 
frame with a drumstick, 
the drummer treads on -his heels, 
beating his two drumsticks together 
while he leaves his dru~ to greet 
the mourners. 

Formerly a Hmong khen had only 
one pipe. One day six brothers 
competed in khen playing. The six 
hhens gave six different tones 
which r;:ade a melodious harmony. 
So the brothers devised a khen with 
six pipes givmg six different tones­
the present-day Hmong kher.. The 
six-pipe khen tied by a band sym­
bolizes the union between the six 
brothers. This is one oi the folk 
stories about the khen. 

Long brass clarions. bugles, buffa­
lo horns, druins. tambourines ... are 
musical instruments used in Hmong 
funeral and religious rites only. 
Long brass clarions are played in 
greeting guests, in the_ morning at 
meal-times. in sacrificing oxen, 
goats, poultry ... to give a signal. 
Besides accompanying khrms with 

drums, the Hmong also accompany 
bugles with cymbals in funerals. 
Bugles are always played in pairs: 
one symbolizing the father and the 
other the mother; somc'times there 
are two parties (the bass as 
women ·s voice and the tenor as 
men's voice). · 

The H:-!'long_ ge:ncraily use buffalo 
horns in big t unerals. In the past, 
the Flower Hmong used them to 
chase tigers, bears or exhort troops. 
If the dead person is a man, nine 
men would run around the house 
nine times, and if the dead person 
is a woman, SPven men would run 
around the house seven times, 
while blowing buff a lo horns to 
"muster troops for the fighting". 
The front runner would- carry a 
bow and a knife, and the followers 
buffalo horns: he w·ho is strong 
blows while running and he who 
is weak sometimes stops to blow 
then runs on to catch up with the 
others. When they finish running 
ther let off a gun to hail their feat. 

Music takes pride of place in the 
Hmong's life. It encourages their 
bravery in fighting their enemies 
and conquering nature and helps 
them relax after\\ ork. It enhances 
the love for 1'.fc and brings hap­
piness 10 love lorn ,.,,.,th~ and 
when music rc;.(11•n,\., a"; 1\ie 
Hmon& say, the fnr ·•: t brooks :stop 
running, th.e bird~ ccQse singing, 
the deer in search of water forgets 
its thirst, the porcupine digging its 
burrow pricks up its cars ... 

Since the August Revolution and 
particularly after tbc: liberation of 
the border areas du:-ing the war of 
resistance ag:'inst the French colo­
nialists, the Hmong have composed 
many new airs. Rooterl in tra­
ditional music these airs have 
been warmly welcomed by art 
troupes and ordinary people 
everywhere. 

HONG THAO 

(1) Steamed maize flour. 
(2) This communication gadget ts 

composed of 14-15 fathoms of c<Jrd, 
each end tied to a bamboo tube with 
one end open and the other covered 
wtth afrog skin. 

(3) Thts perhaps is not the real 
number which certainly varies with 
the time and the place. A number of 
them have disappeared or become 
obsolete, while others ha<1e been com­
jJosed to meet the requirements of lif_e. 
This may be a convention because the 
Hmong" use the numb~,- 360 to describe 
a great number : in their beliefs a 
year has J6o days, the world has J6o 
nations, ete. 
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POPULAR KNOWLEDGE AND WISDOM: 

1; SA Yli'JGS, PROV.ERBS AND RIDDLES 
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LIKE the ca dao (folk poems), sayings and 
proverbs spring from popular speech. In 
times of foreign domination in particular, 

they are repositories of national tradition. In 
feudal times, vvhile scholarly literature made 
exclusive use of Sino-Vietnamese words and 
allusions to Chinese mythology, sayings and 
proverbs as well as ca dao pref erred purely 
Vietnamese words and similes and metaphors 
drawn fro;n daily life. Although brief and con­
cise. they fully ~eflect the musicality of a tone­
rich language. 

More often. perhaps than is the. case with 
other peoples, Vietnamese proverbs are in verse. 
Even a proverb of only a few words shows rhy­
me and rhythm. Thus 

I¥! ua thang lzr Jur dill 

l 2 3 4 5 
Rain month fourth damages soil 
Hain in the fourth lunar month d::nnages 

the soil 
The third word rhymes with the fourth. 
Proverbs have gradually evolved toward 

the 6 - 8 couplet (one line of six syllables 
followed by one of eight), which seems the most 
suited for the expression of Vietnamese f eclings. 

\Vith regard to their origin, one may think of 
three sources: the people's life (nature and so­
ciety) other popular genre~ (myths, tales, novels 
in verse, etc.), and scholarly literature. 

The f i~st source is by far the most important. 
Many proverbs are the result of observations of 
natural phenomena, so useful to a nation of peas­
ants. They constitute a kind of oral almanac. Thus 

Flashes of lightving in the east: 
Rain at dawn. 
A hlach circle round the moon: 
A spell of drought 'very soon. 
But a halo round the moon 
Is a sure sign of rain. 
Old women may still die of cold in the third 
(lunar) month. 
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Some sayings are expressions of admiration 
before the beauty of nature, reminiscent of 
Jap:mese haikus. 

fVinds serve as brooms to clean tht skies 
or 

Rain is a silhen curtatn before the hcaz1ens. 

The vocabulary of farm work is generously 
dravvn upon: the whole process of rice growing, 
from ploughing. harrqwing to seedling transplant­
ing and harvesting, includiing references to 
various kinds of rice strains and fertilizers is 
invoked. 

Water is my ftrst concern, 
Manure my second, 
Diligence comes third, 
And good seeds are the fourth of the eltme11ts 
That will make up a bumper harvest. 

1 

A highly condensed formula for the successful 
growing of wet rice. Today's techniques have 
only developed and modernized these fonr fun­
damental factors. 

Like proverbs, riddles are a treasury of popular 
knowledge. They describe in verse the features 
of objects and beings as well as natural phenom­
ena closely related to the life and work of 
the peasantry: the harrow, winnowing basket, 
husking mill, pestle, fishing rod, weaving mill, 
the betel quid, the toad, mosquito, the rain, sun, 
1noon ... 

They exude an acute sense of observation, 
good humour and a kind of impishness. They 
make use of puns, allusions and suggestions 
that arouse curiosity. 

AI y heart is full of bitterness 
But men in the village just love me 
Whether I sit, stand, or lie down. 
They long after me when I am away. 
Pungent as I am, 
I ftll them with passionate feelings. 
- "Ulhat's that?" ' 
- "It's the hookah." 
I used to be the colour of ivory, 
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But now because of that young man 
I've become rather greyiSh. 
1 rcproath hiln, and he beats me, 
And yet ~ce sleep together. 

"What's that!'" 
- "The sleepmg mat. " 

Not too many words, and yet plenty of 
finesse along with great simplicity of expression. 
Now listen to this: 

From that tree a thousand truong tall 
11fillions of leaves fall 
That can be boiled. 
But not broiled. 
- "vV hat's that?" 
- ''Rain. " 
Many proverbs describe the peasants' life in 

feud.11 times. The village, the cell of society, 
enjoyed some administrative autonomy, and 
elders were respected. 

Village customs prevail over royal edtcts. 
and 

If you live long enough you'll become a res­
pected elder. 

In social conflicts between ricf1 and poor, be­
t ween the feudal rulers and the peasants proverbs 
depict the greed of the rich and powerful : 

A lawsuit is to a mandarin what a bit of fat 
is to an ant or their vainglory : 

If you have plenty of money people will liS!en 
to all your idiocies. 

They describe the destitution of the poor: 
- Rich people sell their dogs 

Poor people, their children. 
their resignation: 

- I J you have a short neck 
You can't have your voice heard in Heaven. 

and of course their revolt : 
- Even a worm, if trampled too hard, wtll 

writhe (in protest). 
Mandarins come and go, but the people are 
there to stay. 

- Win, and you are the king; lose, and you 
are the bandit. 

Proverbs ridicule vanity and foolishnt>ss : 
The vainglorious: 

- For a toad sitting at tlze bottom of a well 
The sky is no bigger than the lid of a pan. 

The greedy: 
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~- Gtve him an elt:phant and he will clamour 
· for a fairy. 

The parvenu : 
- With luck a yawning dog will catch a fly 

( tn tts mouth) 
The spoilsport : 

- A single worm in the pot and the soup is 
spotlt. 

The selfish : 
- The house burns and he just sits still like 

a stone jar. 
Common sense is praised: 

- One single stage in a journey 
Wtll gtve you a trayful of uisdom 

- Seemg a thing just once 
Is better than hearing abo11t tt a hundred 
times. 

- Fltes dte, attracted by the sweetness of 
molasses. 

. - Buffaloes arrtving belatedly at the water­
ing - place 
Will hmie only muddy water left to drink. 

- The five fwgers of the hand ar.e not of 
the same length (so you can't expect, for 
ii1stance, all children of the same parents 
to be endowed \Vith the same qualities). 

Proverbs are imbued with a kind of folk 
humanism; thus they highlight the value 
of life: 

- A dear one aliVc is worth more than a heap 
of gold. 

Patience: 
Flowtng water will erode stone. 

- Rub an iron stick long enough and you will 
obtain a needle. 

the judgement of time: 
- The passage of a hundred years will 

erode the tnscription on a stone, 
But the people's judgement will stand intact 
after a thousand years. 

gratitude: 
- FVhen you drink from _a stream. 

I'hink of the source. 
optimism: 

- So long as some water remains 
Keep working your scoop. 

solidarity: 
Only one horse fallen ti/ 
And the whole stab~e won't eat. 

HCU NGOC 
and FRAN<,;:OISE CORREZE 

VIETNAM COURIER 



CHRONOLOGY 
(16 June - 15 July) 

JUNE 

r6. At the invitation of the Kampuchean Ministry 
of National Defence, a Vietnamese military delega­
tion, let by Minister of National Defence, General 
Van Tien Dung, leaves Hanoi for an official and 
friendship visit to Ka rnpuchea on the 30th anniver­
sary of the founding of the Kampuchean People's 
Revolutionary Armed Forces 

17. An agreement on cultural, educational and 
scientific co-operation for the 1931-1985 period is sign­
ed between Vietnam and Czechoslovakia in Prague. 

- The Socialist Republic of Vietnam becomes a 
• signatory to the Conven'ion on the setting up of the 

UN Development Programme. 

r8. The Vietnam National Machinery Export Im­
port Corporation and the Projects and Equipment 
Corporation India Ltd: (PEC) sign a contract in 
Hanoi for India to pr0vide coal transport equipment 
fo Vietnam. 

'' -- The Vie~n,1m \Vorncn's lJuion held~ :1 ceremony 
·1 ·•:\o receive two tonnes of toys sent as gifts to kinder­

gartens and creches in Vietnam by Cuban wo;nen 
and children. 

Pham Le Tuyet, a Iq-year-old Vietnamese girl 
resident in France, wins first prize in a piano con­
test entitled ,, Realm of Music" organized by French 
radio. 

-The "Gold Ship" prize, the highest ;ward of 
the 9th International Festival of Red Cross and Pub­
lic Health Films, held in Varna (Bulgaria), is con­
ferred on Vietnam's film "A Vietnamese Red Cross 
Member". 

19. In Moscow, Vietnam and the Soviet Union sign 
an agreement on the establishment of a joint enter­
prise for the exploration and exploitation of oil and 
n.atural gas on the continental shelf of southern Viet· 
nam and a protocol on the realization of the agree­
ment. 

- Signing in Havana (C..ba) of the Minutes on the 
fifth meeting of the Vietnam-Cuba Joint Commission 
for Economic, Scientific and Technological Co-oper­
ation. 

No. 8 

- The Vietnam News Agency (V NA) rejects the alle­
gations by some Western sources that Vietnam has 
provided weapons to either side in the Iran-Iraq 
conflict. 

21. Opening in Vientiane of the second meeting of 
the Mekong River Committees of Vietnam, Laos and 
Kampuchea. 

22. The Vietnamese film "The First Love" is 
awarded a silver medal at the 21st International Neo­
Realist Film Festival in Italy. 

z+ The first session of the First Nat.ional Assembly 
of Kampuchea which tnet on 24-27 June elects Chea 
Sim as Chairman of the National Assembly ; Heng 
Samrin, President of the Council of State, and Penn 
Sovan, Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the 
People's Republic of Kampuchea. 

- Signing in Vientiane of a protocol on cooperat;on 
and mutual assistance for the 1981-1983 period be­
twe~n the Vietnamese Min.is try of \Vater Conservancy 
and the Lao Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and 
\Vater Conservancy. 

' 25. The first session of the 7th National Assemuly 
of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam opens in Hanoi. 

·• A Kampuchean Water Conservancy delegation 
visited Vietnam from 4 to "-5 June at the invitatioi; 
of the Vietnamese l\linistry of \Vater ConserVcl!lc\·. 

- A plan for cultural, educational and scientific 
co-operation for the 1981-1985 period is signed in 11' -
dapest between Vietnam and Hungaq·. 

27. :\delegation of the SRV Government, headed 
t,y Deputy Prime Minister Vo Nguyen Giap, leaYes 
Hanoi for Sophia to attend the 35th meeting of the 
Council for i\futual Economic Assistance (CO.\IECU;\). 

29. Foreign Minister :Nguyen Co Thach pays :i11 

official visit to the Socialist Republic of Romania 3t 
the invitation of Romanian Foreign '.\:Iinister Stefaa 
And rev. 

30. Minister Nguyen Thi Binh, special envoy of 
the President of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, 
leaves Vietnam for a friendship visit to Libya at the 
invitation of the People's National Committee of the 
People's Socialist Arab Al-Jamahiriya of Libya. 

·- The Government Council issues a directive on 
the founding of the Government Price Commission 
with Deputy Prime Minister Do Muoi as its Pn:;,­
ident. 

31 

... 



JULY 

3- The Vietnamese, Lao and Kampuchean Foreign 
J\lir.isters issue a stattment: 

-~ strongly condemning the so·called "comprehen­
sive political settlement for Kampuchea" proposed by 
the A.SEAN Ministerial meeting in Manila ; 

- re-.iffirming that the presence of Vietnamese 
troops in Kampuchea came under an agreement 
between the People's Republic of Kampuchea and 
the So-.::ialist Republic of Vietnam, two independent 
anJ sovereign States ; 

- categorically rejecting the convening of the so­
called ·'International Conference on Kampuchea." 

4. At the invitation of the Vietnam-Mongolia 
Friendship Association, a delegation from the Mon­
golia-Vietnam Friendshif Association, led by its 
Chairman J. Zhamyan, member of the Central Com­
mittee of the People's Revolutionary Party of Mon­
golia, pays a visit to Vietnam to a·ttend the activities 
markiu~ the 6oth National Day of the Mongolian 
People's Republic. 

6. Ambassador Ha Van Lau, head of the Vietnam­
ese permanent delegation to the United Nations, 
sends ::i letter to the UN Secretary-General rejecting 
the so-called "International Conference on Kampu­
chea." 

8. Phnom Penh : Signing of an educational co­
operation agreement between Vietnam and Kampu­
chea for 1981. 

- At the 1981 Agricultural and Forestry Exhibition 
in Leipzig (GDR), Vietnamese handicraft products 
made from agricultural materials have won a gold 
medal. 

- At the invitation of the Central Committee of the 
Peoylt's Revolutionary Party of Mongolia, a Viet­
namese Party and Government delegation, led by 
General Chu Huy Man, Political Bureau member of 
the Central Committee of CPV, and Vice-President of 
the State Council, leaves Hanoi for Mongolia to 
attend the celebration of the 6oth anniversary of the 
victory of the '.\fongolian revolution. 

9. :\Ioscow : Signing of minutes on national econom­
ic planning coordination between Vietnam and the 
Soviet Union for 1981-1985. 

- Vietnamese Vice-Minister of Public Health 
Hoang Dinh Cau pays a friendship visit to the Lao 
People's Democratic Republic and signs an aireement 

3.2 

on medical co-operation for 1981 between the two 
countries. 

ro. At the invitation of the Soci::tlist Renaissance 
Party of Iraq (BAA'TH). a Vietnamese Party and 
Government delegation, led by Minister Duong Quoc 
Chinh, leaves Hanoi for Iraq to attend the celebration 
oi the 13th National lJay of the Republic of Iraq. 

n. The State Council of the SR V decrees laws on 
the organization of the National Assembly and the 
State Council. 

- At the invitation of the Sandinista National Liber­
ation Front and of the Government Council for the 
Rebuilding of Nicaragua, a Vietnamese Party and 
GGvernment delegation, led by Huynh Tan Phat, 
Vice-Chairman of the Council of Ministers, leaves 
Han0i for the 20th anniversary of the founding of 
the Sandinista National Liberation Front and the 2nd 
Victory Day of the Nicaraguan Revolution 

- A spokesman of the Vietnamese Foreign Ministry 
issues a statement refuting Bangkok Radio's report 
that "captured Vietnamese soldiers revealed that 
Vietnamese troops had been ordered to fight against 
Thai troops at Nonn Mak Moun last year" and had 
"used toxic chemicals in Kampuchea. " 

- At the 12th Intcrnation~d Phvsics Contest in But.· 
garia, Truong 13a Ila. a student of a senior high 
school of Phu Khanh provi;1cc, won a third prize· 
Two other Vktn~1r;1cse ~\utic1lls won consolation 
prizes. 

13. The State Council of the SRV decrees laws 
on the organisation of the People's Courts and the 
People's Conirol Commissions. 

- At the invitation of the Central Committee of 
the Poli~h United \Vorkers' Party, a Vietnamese· 
Party delegation, led bv General \;o Nguyen Giap, 
Political Bureau rnem her- of the Central Committee 
of the Communist Party of Vietnam, arrives in 
Warsaw to attend the extr.wrdinary 9th Congress of 
the Polish United \Yorker~· Party. 

- VNA makes a statement refuting the fabrication 
of Bangkok Radio on 13 Julv saying that Vietname~e 
troops had continuously infiltrated and fired artillery 
she.lls on Thai territory on 11 July. 

14 The State Council pf the SRV decrees laws con­
cerning the organisation' of the Council of Ministers. 

15. Hanoi : Signing of an agreement on the move­
ment of citizens of Vietnam and the Soviet Uniop 
between the two countries. 

- Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach pays an 
officia.J friendship visit to the Socialist Republic of 
Czechoslovakia. 

VIETNAM COURIER 
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~ I. The Polytechnical College. 

Photo: HOAt\G PHUONG 

2. Practical work. 

!'huto. HO:\NG PHUON<; 

3. The Vietnam-USSR 'chool for miners in 
Qna<1g Ninh province. 

/'/zr;/u . DJNH 1\N 

4.. A tractor repair coursl' in Ila Son Hinh 

M10to. NH C KH L: E 

1 TRAINING 

OF SCIENTIFIC 

AND TECHNICAL 

\VORKERS 
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Bdo d6i ngo(l l 

Ra h~ng tha r. g bang 

HEALTH 

ESTABLISHMENTS 

I. A• operation performed b) 
Profe or Ton Thal Tung. 

PliottJ: VINH QUA. G 

2. Al lhe Hanoi Obsletries-and Gynae · 
eologieal llo pilal bnill wilh aid 
from the Women'• laternalional 
1TemoC1'a11e Teiferation. 

Photo: VI H QUANG 

3 . The Baaoi Peec~~ia· hs1ilu1e 
buill wltk S 

Photo: VU HUYE . 
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