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0 1\'E may ;~·onder <&•he/ha 
the Ford Ad111i11islratio11 

ltas /ake11 lite decisio11 to re -
escalate the war in Tndorlt ina, 
jolloz~in~ the example of its 
predecessors. The eve11ts of the 
past fe"' mouths gii•e reason to 
suspect it : US warships have 
bee11 cruising in Vietnamese 
£mt c?rs ; air force personnel 
ti:'Cl'c' se11! lo . ou!h Viet .\'am 
/rom I he [> h ili />pines, Thailand 
or j apm1; Ifie 3rd .\Jarine 
Division stationed ·in Okiiuzwa 
has beeu put on alert ; many 
US mil-itary off'icials, includ­
inR Admiral Gayler, have 
visited Saigon and Phnom 
Penlt : mass·ivc q u.antities of 
'"eapo11s a1ul war. material have 
been introdu.ced into Sou.th 
Viet Nam and Cambodia for 
the Pn·PPel wlmi11istratio11s ; 
an airlift is being carried out 
between US bases in Thailand 
and Pochentong air port in 
Phnom Penh ; St:.·1 TO forces · 
military manoeuvres <iJere 
organi::ed in Ilic China Sea. 

Al tlte same lime a vigorous 
propaganda campaign has been 
lamicheil by H ·ashing/on to give 
the ·impression that a targe­
scate offensive by .\"orth Viet 
Nam is imminent . Reco miais­
sance /tights were carried out 
over North Viet Nam allegedly 

to detect troop morements and 
the siippty of ;var material lo 
Ifie South. 

Hmphas·is lias been part ica­
/arly laid on the necessity oj a 
sui?Ptementary military aid oj 
300 million dollars to .Ygis_ven 
Van Tltieu and 222 millio11 
dollars to Lo1i _\iol, not coimti11g 
1 lte aid under the title o I " Food 
for Peace''. The military a·id 
to Thieu is estimated to be 
l~orth I,293 rnillion dollars for 
the fiscal year 1976 and w·itl 
remai11 at roiighly the same 
level for tile fiscal year 1977· 
Strong pressiire is being P·ut 
011 the US Congress to approve 
these ai ds. 

For<l, Kissinger, and Schle­
singer hm:e, each in forn., tried 
lo /.hrou: responsibility for the 
e;:enllt.al "toss" oi Sont/r V1:et 
.Yam and Cambod·ia on /.he US 
'e11ate and House of Represent­

atives ·in the event oj the .ldmi­
nistration's request bei11greject­
ed. Once aga111 the domino 
tlieory ancl CS "Prest1'ge' · in 
the "free world" are im•ol<ed; 
the content oj the Par·is Agree­
ment has been so distorted that 
it ·is 11o;r1 taken to mean a new 
U!:> comm·it·ment to tlte Saigon 
puppets. Jn brief, att the 
arguments already used by 
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presidents from Kennedy to 
Xixo 11 are bei 11 g refiasiled. 

.Vguyen Vim Thieu and ! 011 
.\ol hai·e been iorced to retreat 
111 /ace oi f lie p;itriof.ic forces -
but t/ieir /ailiires are del?°ber· 
afrly explai11ed as the 1'e.rnlt of 
the red1tcH011 oj US a·irl. Every­
one k 11 01L'.~ , howec,•er , t hat , Oil 

the eve of the signing of !lie 
Paris :lgrcem.mt, set•eral billio 11 
dollars \~·or! /1 o j a;· m.1.111c :i !s 
and •~·ar m t!eriat 1.;cre lrnrric.Z­
lv ·i11!r1Jcluced ·i11!0 Pirno;n 
Pe11h and Saigou and ilia! . 
e.-e11 aj!n- January '27, lq73. 
the\' co11!inu:id to be se11! !h!:re. 
i 11 · t•ioltd iou oi !lie si~11ed 
.-lgreemeiit. • 

The pupf>e~ troops· defea t. £n 
South Viet .\'am as r.;;elt (!S -i 11 

Cambodia must be a!tributed to 
tile lowering mo rate oi these 
troops, 7.C'ho are 1~011deri11g z"1hy 
tlzey sho11lcl coutin!~e to die ior 
interests that are not theirs. 
Their failure is also a result 
v/ · the po pu,lar op posit·io1t to 
the puppet atdhorities who ha.ve 
been conti1t11ing to so<e' terror 
with their s1r1eeps antl "j>.iciji-

FACTS AND EVENTS 

cation·· operatirms, their arrests 
a11d imprisonme11ts. 

The crimes perpetrated last 
mou!h l>y Nguyen Va11 TlticH 
were partic-Htarly sig11i/ica11 t 
i1t this respect. He strnck 
against the Hoa Hao religiotts 
sect by order-i-ltg tile d1:s ­
solittio n oj i ts ar-rnecl forces. 
:I! a si1tgle blow, he deci'eed 
!lie closi11g of jive ·11cz,·spabers. 
!hr. co11jiscc1fiou oj 11i11e others , 
a11d the arrest of a score of 
iounrnli.~!s . Tlzen he u11leaslted 
iii;; police against a popular 
de1;1ous!raf.ion for the freedom 
o/ !Ii~ press, r;;o u11ding six 
.'J·aigo 11 rleput.i:es, ·Pr·iesls, and 
J°o 1m 1al1's!s. U11 tile occasiou oj 
'['et , lie ccwsed t!te <Mr j>sycltosis 
to i 11crcasc by ccrncelli11g atl 
leave for /tis troops, a11d 
appeared on television lo call 
for a "/igM against com11rn­
ni.~m till ilze last bzille!." 

The obstinacv of Ford and 
his collaborator~ i1; supporti11g 
s1tch a ?6'ar maniac says m1tch 
/or ! he bellicose natme o j the 
current US adm.in-isf.ration for 
idwm !lie Paris Agreem~n! 

He Should Have Got 

0 VEH l wo years ago, wh<'n 
he ucgoliatcd t he P a r is 
:\grecment, Kissinger made 

people belie ,•c t ha t he was u h•!rO 
o( pen.cc. i ndeed, wasn't that the 
aim o( the .Agreement - to end 
the war and restore peace in 
Viet Nam ? 

The 'Nobel Prize J u ry Urns 
singled hint out for its award. 

But ~incc t:1e signing of t::e 
. ..\gree nwnt, SoJt;1 Viet 'Nam lia.s 
never known a single day of peace, 
for the US !1as been going on 
with ils m i li ta ry in vo lvement and 
intervent ion . After Nixon , Ford 
is con l inuing to give Nguyen Van 
Thieu t he weapons and dolhrs he 
needs for t ile m aintenance of a 
' ' V iclnamized" war. T i1e pr .nci ­
pa l aide of bo th US presidents in 
this venture is Kissinger him;elf 
who is now putt'ng his heart and 
soul in the battle for getting ap-
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pro v:d fo r a u C'xtra aid of 300 
m illion dollars to NguyC'n Van 
Th icn in the fo rm of b ombs :ind 
muni tions . 

Kis~ i nger h:·.s thus shown lo 
l iis naive adm ire r.:> lh;Ll they lt<tV<' 
b<'C11 mistaken on hi-; account. 
Ncver lhc:lcss, for foose who know 
h im ':ell, t here has been noti.ing 
surpri -;ing in his behaviour. \>Vilh­
oul going any further back we 
may recall that, at the end of 
1972, when the lext of the P aris 
Agreement v:as r :::ady for s igna­
tu re , it was he who advif'cd N ixon 
to start t he aeria l b litzk r ieg 
against Hanoi and Ha iphon g in 
the hopes of snat ching fund a men­
ta l eonce-;sions from tltc V ietnam­
ese negotiators . On t l:e occasion 
of t he second :.umivcrsary of t he 
s igning of the P aris Agreement, 
replying to someone who was 
intcn•iewing him, Kis:singcr 

seems 110 lo11 ger lo exist . Hou;­
ewr, J°ust as Tltie1' is haled by 
lite Vietnamese people - 4<S 
Saigon de p11 ! ies st aged a lu!llge1· 
strike dt£1'i11g !lie Td /es!1val, 
a11d u-rote a ,hl'titin11 in their 
bloocl !o dc11urn rl ai1 end to 
Ifie repressio11 a~ai·nst tl1~ 
press - Ford a11d J<issinger 
have met 1.-itli strong opposiho11 
jrom the . lmerictw people : 
many Co11gri:ss111c 11 mul 111m1 y 
newspapers are prolesti11g 
a.gaius! their •~ar policy . 

fl. 111a v be trnc that !he Amer­
ica11 te.;ders are dreaming of 
1'esumi11g their military adven­
t 11re in Jndoc/1 i ila1 b·ul thev 
cam1ot be 1111a1care t fiat f1'111es 
have now changed. 'J'here is no 
do 1tbt that any rnclt pla11 s <C·nl 
e11d in fail Me. Tlte 111doclii11ese 
peoples lzave i11creased !heir 
strength !enfold over the past 
decade and ihe balance of forces 
lw.s greatly altered since the 
coucfosion oj the Paris Agree­
ment, 1r;/iich remaills the only 
just basis for the settle111e11t of 
the Viet Nam problem. 

F<·b r..ia ry :.::5. 197 5 

A " War Prize " 
revea led tha t the main a im in the 
negotia.1 ions was to •' pu 11 out US 
force~ from Jndoi:h in<L " and to 
" re p:i.lriate Amerit:;w1 P. O.Ws. " 

:\t the same Lime he made i t 
cle:i.r in a State D epa r tment 
1·eport t hat his Viet N;un policy 
is io " pro\·idc the South Viet­
namese with the milita ry means 
to defond themselves." 

And cad y in 1974, this same 
man made a strange declaration 
when he affirmed tha t the P;:r is 
Agreem ent offers a legal basis 
for the US to continue i ts com· 
m itmen t towards Nguyen Van 
T hieu . 

K issinger has a lways been one 
of the ch:ef i n~lig;1 tors or the wa r 
w tich is no;\· raging in South 
Viet N am. 

He should ha vc won a " war 
prize . " 

VIET NAl\1 COURIER 



From 1929- to 1930 : 

The Birth of 
Indochinese 

TllE beginning o f 1929 saw an 
unprcct·c.le11t ed g rowth in lh1· 
new n:, ·olutionarv Iorc<·s i11 

Vici :\~1n1. . 
:-\ot on ly IJa noi. but. :ugon. loo. 

wa~ in a krmc111. T he Saigon-Chu 
Lon \Yorke rs' :\ ,.,socia t ion . <lom i · 
nated by lhl' workers of tht• Ba 
Son arsenal. whose k•a dl· r. Ton 
Dae Thang (1) had joined the H t·,·­
olutionary Youth. was gr<'at ly 
influenced by lite new mo,·em ent 
which was exp;mding not only in 
Stai<' school,.: . such a s C'hasseloup 
Laubat. Pclrus h'.v . !he Teachers 
Training School. t lic G irls' School. 
the T echn ical School and I ht• Gia 
Dinh School of Fint• Arts . bu t 
abo in p1·i,·a1C' :-.choob. I l w;i ,., at 
thi;; time too Uta! 1 lw rt•, ·o iu t io n 
c' stabl ished a base in t h<> M'COncla r\" 
school at l\ly Tho. · 

T o get an idea of the sl re nglh 
of the Saigon m ovem ent al lh:1l 
t im e, one m:ty rec:tll that, in 1929. 
Kraulheim e:, the Gon•rnor of 
Cochinch ina. bann<'d all dist ribu­
tion of pl:tybi II,.: t.o :1d , ·crti,,(· 
t".:C'ning c•11krl:1inments. for fea r 
that this "·oulcl be used a s a co,·er 
to ~pread 1-.·,·olutiona ry leafl ets. 
.-\nd this o nl<•r """" gi \'<'n ju!'t 
when th<' p :1ssion for Cai Luong 
(refomwcl 01w1·:i.) \\':t" at it-; h<'igh t ' 
Leaflet;; had bron!.!"hl tlw progr;1111-
me of ti1<' llHl\'('m•·nt to t· ,·cn · 
corner of tlw countn·. T h(· n'<'oni,, 
of local Party br:u1chcs. docu­
ment,; of th t· · F n·nch Sccurit ,. 
Bureau :rncl public ncw,,pa p(·r-. cif 
that time {ti ll mid-1930, authori -.­
ed to publi->h nt·w,; from police 
bulletins), a ll m ention t lw appear­
ance of revolutiona ry lcaUets in 
big cities and towns during L929. 
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Communist Party 
. Thr r11d .of . 19 2 q nild 11.e he~iill1ing "/ 1<)3<> .. ·a s 11 time vi 11pmrge 
/or ll11. pat not1c a11d socw l strn:a:tr lltrouglto11 / l 'it-t Sam. 11'/iile the 
pelly-h<>urgenis a11d l>ourgroi ; polit ical imups 11 11d partirs (like the 
\ ' id "'\ am <!uoc D ;111 D ang - t/11· ~ie t 111w1i·s1 Xa lio1111/isl Party) dis­
rn t1;vat1d u 11der the blows of the roloJ11al ad111 i11is tratio11 . th ree co1111111rnist 
"rl!a11i.:atio11;; rame into hei11g i11 li11 1 l\y ( Fouki 11 ), Tr1t11•' A' 1• (Am111111) 
allfl .Va111 l\y (Cochi;1chi11a) . " · 

·nn·se Orf?ani::atim1s m ergul to form tlir Dang Cong SaJ1 Viel N;u11 
( /hi' l'ii't .Vam Com mrw ist Party) . laft'r re1w111Nl as D a1w Con" San 
Dong Duong ( the / udoc/i.i 111'se Co1111u1wisl Par t y) . all{/ i t ff/I I~ this 
!'arty to u ndertake the lcarfrrsln'/' of 111 1• l"ii'/1111111ese. revof utio11 . 

To rn111memo rafr the 45th a1111 frrrsary a/ Ifie / 111111diui; <l/ the Party , 
J'\11:111 D;~n published a series of artir/I':; .<'/·illru by Thl'p .1Ioi . Large 
c:rcerpts fl'Olll these a re r; i<•n1 be/0;1•: 

Jn r933 , in Bae Ky a lone, i t. is 
,.a id that m m c roo.ooo leaflet s 
we n· distr ibuted . But each indi ­
, ·iclua l lc-a[iet was produced a t 
the co~t of untold d ifficulties and 
d:mg-cr-; : if caplurecl. the distri­
butor would be subjected to ~a ,· · 
age tortu res and a hcasy pri:S<m 
term . while c,·en to keep a leaflet 
in o ne's possession was to risk 
one',, lifr. 

* * * 

::Sg uycn Cong Hoa (2) tells in 
his m emoirs how he :1nd t\\·o other 
unemployed young workers cele­
brated Tel in Haiphong in 1927. 
A sho1·L lime be fore . they had 
fuu nd ;1 job in a small workshop 
only to bt· cheated o ut of th eir 
sala ries by the own er who fled. to 
Ha noi . Tlius, w hen Tel t ame they 
had nolhing to cat and JJothiug 
" ·ith whic h t·o buy food . Unable 
t<> pay their b i ll. they did not 
dan· slay in the ir boarding house. 
T ht·\' decided to flee Tet and ki 11 
1 iml- in pagodas :md templ es, 
which woulc.l b e crowded with 
pilgrims o n Tel eve. : n fortunatc ly. 
wiwn t h<:y came to Ve n pagoda . 
a robbe ry ha ppf'1wd which 
brought o n a policf' rain. They 
hurried aw:1y. thus :1rousing t.h<> 
1.uspicion of t.he po lice who m ade 
s traight fo r the m - and ,:o the 
bursts of firecracke rs which 
u:.bcred in the Lunar ~ew Year 
found lltem running for thei r lives 
lo get away from the police. So 
"thal night, we, th ree ski lled 
worke r:;, were forced to sneak 
into An D uong cemetery and tak e 
shelter in a tomb. " 

Tn l his tomb, a question k ept 
haunting them: why we re they so 
mi serabk despite their working 
abi lities: Then one day in Spring 
1928. ''an unprecedented event 
"tirrcd up public opinio11 in H:>J· 
pl·ong : lcaflcls o! tbc l ' il't S am 
Tha11h N ie11 Gach 1Wa11g Do11g Chi 
H oi (Viet Nam R evolutionary 
Youth League) (3) appeare<l e,·ery­
wherc call ing on the people to 
O\·crthrow the capitalists, colonial­
ists and feudalists in ord e r to 
wrest back facto ries for lhe work­
e rs :incl hrnd for the peasants. 
We didn ' t kno w where these leaf­
le t s c:une from, but they ke pt on 
appearing and attracted us as a 
magnet docs iron. From then on, 
w e often got toge ther to discuss 
t he sit ual ion :iml kepi a sharp 
eye out for new developments. 
Some th ing was going to happen; 
th at' ,; whal w e all e xpect ed . An c.l 
abo,·e a l I, w e were anxious to 
make contact with Secret Societies. 
O u r fri e nds w ere numerous and \\·c 
wen! to diffe rent p lace;: to try to 
find m embers o f those socictic,­
but without success. Vile even so ld 
our clothes to get m oney to send 
our friend Bun to H o ngai fo r a 
clue. But Bun took a long time 
to reply . .. " 

f r) N a:.v Presidl'it l of the 
TJRl'N. 

( 2) Slou1 I 'ice- President oj the 
I "iet S am Frderatio11 of Trade 
U11io11s. 

( 3) F om ulrd by President H o 
Chi .1li11h in F ebrnary 1925. Tiie 
seat of its Cen tral Comm·ittee was 
in Canton (China) . 



It was not only the revolution 
which was trying to draw in the 
masses, the working people them,. 
selves were ready for the revo­
lution and actively looking for it. 
This helps explain the vigorous 
growth of the movement. When 
Hoa was finding jobs first in :m 
oi l company, then in t he cement 
phtnt aud then the brick fa.ctory, 
th<' young workers were a lready 
on the right t racks, believing that. 
it they went forwa rd bravely \\' itlt 
t heir own struggle the revolution 
would come to rhcm . Aud this is 
what effectively l!appened. When 
such workers joined the movement, 
they brought along with them a 
spirit which closely bound tho 
movement with life itself. 

•' 1 plunged headlong into ihe 
organization's :i.ctivities, coutinued 
Hoa's memoir,;, with all the pent­
up energy accumulated during 
long years of misery and oppres­
i:don. Tirclc~s and fearless, with 
all the in herent advant:.'.ges o[ 
being workers among worker:i, 
my friends and I animated the 
movement in Ha. Ly quarter. It 
was not that we had exceptional 
talents, but simply b~use we 
were zealous a nd our force was 
always very big. My friends were 
tbose who had been through fi re 
and water together and remained 
true to each other . We had work­
ed in every factory and 1i ved in 
every corner of Haiphong. We had 
had foll trust in each other, evcu 
before joining the revolution. 
Now, in our mutual activities, 
this trust was continually 
strengthened ." 

Confided to the workers, 
the revolutionary leailels were 
in good hands : " T he workers 
were ingenious distributors o{ 
leaflet. Someone would slick 
a bundle of leaflets on the 
conveyor belt. When t he ma­
chines were started up t he 
leaflets would b e scattered all 
round the workshop during work­
ing. hours without incriminating 
any particular person. Others 
would put them on the root of a 
car so that when the car moved 
they would be blo;vn onto the 
streets. Sometimes, they would 
boldly cut off the electric current 
and take advantage of the black­
out to distribute leaflets .through­
out the factory . " 

From t he first leaflets t hat they 
received, severa l work9rs began 
to fami liarize themselves wi th 
written words. The leaflets were 
used as spelling t exts for them 
in study courses conducted b y 
their fellow workers. 

4 

• • • 

Late in 1928, public opm1on 
in the whole country was a roused 
by the F rench recruitment of 
labourers for the rubber planta­
tions in F rench Ca.leclonia and 
the other French - controlled 
is lands. A uewspaper of that time 
wrote : "The recrui tment oi 
coolie labour is ::>.n immoral but 
very lucrative enterprise. At the 
latest price estimates, every 
rccrnit brings the entrepreneur a 
profit of at least 15 pi as tres. 
According to official statistics, 
40,000 coolies arc shipped to the 
Pacific islands every year. No 
wonder that Mr. Bazin is ca r rying 
on hie; negotiations with the Gov­
ernment ... " (the following pas­
l'agc was deleted by French 
censorship). 

The whole of the Northern 
countryside, reduced to poverty 
by colonialist and feuda l exploi­
tation a nd continuous natural 
calamities, W <tS teeming with 
recruitment agents. In Thai 
Binh, some peasants were induced 
to sign up as workers in the 
towns. When they learned that 
they were, in fact, recruited as 
coolies, they demanded to return 
home and were b eaten to death 
by the agents. Brought to trial, 
the agents got away with a mere 
suspended sentence for '' unin­
tentional homicide. ·' 

Poll tax was levic<l on male 
adu lts :i.t a rate of 2.5 pfastrcs 
each. The village chiefs of An 
La p and Xa Cat, two villages in 
Thai Bini: province, sold recruiters 
o£ficial demands for peasant 
forced labour at 10 piastres a head. 
The French, mandarins, village 
notables and overseers vied with 
ca.ch other to rob the poor and 
to trade in yellow-sk_inned people. 

The situation was critical. The 
Viet Nam R evolutionary Youth 
League issued leaflets as a call 
to the peasants: 

"Compatriots l Compatriots ! 

We've borne enough misery l 
We' ve suffered enough poverty ! 

The French colonialists occupied 
our country and reduced us to buf­
faloes and horses. They exploit 
and oppress us ruthlessly : forcc<l 
labour, heavy ta.'Xes, murder, 
imprisonment. Now they are try­
ing to trick us so that they can 
send us to work as coolies in their 
rubber plantations in the Pacific 
is lands. They want to u se our 
flesh and b lood to fertilize their 
rubber trees. Don' t be taken in by 
their devilish schemes. Compa­
triots ! Stand together and fight 
for your right to return to your 
village I 

Front page of Do (Red) , a11 
1mdergrotmd newspaper. This iss11<i 
dated October 30, 1929 expresses 
the desire of the revofot io11ary move· 
me11t for the immediate f om1da­
tio11 of a Commwiist PMty. 

DO\\·n with the colonialist 
recrui tment of labour!" 

The leaflets w ere distributed 
along Route No. 1 and Route No.5, 
and at the landing places for ferry 
boats sailing to Nam Dinh and 
Haiphoug. 

Doau Van Trien, ='· member of 
the Vietnamese Nationalist Party 
{VNQDD) (4), one of those involv­
ed in the assassination of Bazin -
later, when he was deported to 
Poulo Condor island he became 
converted to Communism 
recalled that his friends in the 
VNQDD looked on the Com­
munists' relea£e of leaflets as an 
infantile game, a manifestatiou of 
cowardice and a lack of fighting 
spirit. It was partly in order to 
show their own revolutionary 
methods that the VNQDD decided 
to take action. 

( 4} A PMty co11sist·ing ma·inly 
of petty-bo1irgeois, pat-riotic a11d 
re/or·mist elements. Its ·revoltttio'n­
ary dynamism pracl icatty ended 
after the Ym Bai uprising (Fe­
bruary 1930). ii-Jany of its mem bers 
later joined the Comm u11ist Party. 

VIET NAM COURIER 



The last days of the Ye<tr of 
the D ragon (1929) w:is drifting 
away to be replaced by the Year 
of the Snake. The H anoians had 
just finished making thci r offcri ngs 
at the alta rs of their a ncestors. 
The city was echoing with the 
banging of firecrackers. All this 
noise covered the sound of three 
gunshots . "It was Saturday, F e­
bruary 9 . At 19 .30 hours, as he 
was leaving r ro Hue Street, after 
visiting a gir l fri end, l\liss Ger­
maine Ga rcel, employee of the 
Grands klagasins R c1mis (French­
owned general department store), 
. Mr. Bazin, director of the recruit­
ment of coolies , w as hit by three 
shots j ust as he w:is on the point 
of entering his c<u. J ust befo re he 
was shot, two young men had 
been seen handing him a note 
w rit ten in F rench : "Vampire. 
You are scattering Vietnamese 
over a ll corners of the globe. " 
{Report from a new::-p:i.pe r of that 
t ime). 

After the assassination of l:hzin, 
the French tr ied to mi,:; lead public 
opinion by attributing the cause 
of the incident to competition 
a mong recrui ters of coolie h1bour. 
Th ey used this as :>. pretext to 
arrest: some of the sons of Bach 
Thai Buoi (5) . Then, they rounded 
up the member.; of the VNQDD : 
40 soldie rs, 39 businessmen, 37 
landowners, plantation owners and 
medical practitioners , 36 teachers, 
ro shop assisb.nts , 6 students and 
2 teachers of Chinese characters . 

Then came t he t reachery of 
Sergeant Duong. n. memb<'r of the 
VNQDD Central Committee, 
whose father was n. F renchman. 
Duong disclosed a l 1 that. he knew 
to the French. A sum of five 
thousm1d piastres was offered for 
the capture of Nguyen Thai H oc. 
the P arty Chief. Between t he encl 
of March and the beginni ng of 
April, the F rench Secur ity Bureau 
made another round-up a t the 
"Viet Na m Hole! ", the fund­
ra ising enterprise of the VNQDD. 

• .. * 

While the V N Q ]) D ~ought 
funds in hotel-keeping. t he Youlh 
League kept a garage a nd car-hire 
firm in Hanoi at No. 20. General 
Bichot Road (today E astern G:tte 
Stree t) as a source of financia l 
support and a lia ison centre. It 
was looked after by Do Ngoc D u 
alias Phiem Chu. who may well 
be considered our P arty's first 
economics cadre. Still in his twen­
ties, Phiem Chu hacl great gift 
for organisation. At his request, a 
number of fi rst-class mechanics 
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were sent in by t he L eague to 
serve as his assistants. Amon g 
th?m was T ran Trong Hoan, a 
skilled turner at the Nam Din h 
Textile Mill. Not only was he 
highly reputed for his craftsman­
ship at every factory where he 
had worked, he was also known 
as a staunch fighter and a highly­
valued cadre . When the F rench 
made a raid on the shop, he w as 
a rrested. Though savagely tortur­
ed, he said noU1ing about the 
Party, insisting that he was only 
a hired employee, thus enabling 
Phiem Chu t o m ak e his escape 
and obliging t he Criminal Cou rt 
of Kien An province to acquit 
him on the grounds of insufficient 
proof. Following his release, H oan 
became the P arty Secretary for 
Haiphong, j ust at a time wh en 
the revolutionary m ovement was 
facing its gravest difficult ies. As 
for Phiem Chu , he really knew 
about business. With very -limited 
funds he bought broken-down 
old cars, had them repaired and 
put them into use again . His car s 
went regularly ' to and fro on the 
roads between Hanoi and the 
nor thern front iers . T hus, he :ful­
fi lled the twofold task of establish­
ing a communication network and 
raising funds for the League. 

No one now remember;; how 
m any cars there were at our 
" base " at No. 20, General Bichot 
Road . But we may have an idea 
about the number from the fact 
that Phiem Chu could m anage to 
carry all the provincia l delegates 
in his own cars to an important 
All-Tonkin Conference held at 
Borel plan tation in Ba Vi (now in 
Ha Tay province) in April 1929. 

•*• 
Events began to move quickly. 
At this juncture, though, the 

National Committee of t he Youth 
L eague had not agreed on the 
founding of a Communist P a rty. 
This was told us by T ran V an 
Cung (6) in a report to the Bae 
K y Youth League Commit tee on 
his return from Hong Kong in 
J anuary 1929 where he was sup­
posed to be attending a prepara . 
tory meeting for a National 
Congress of the L eague (the 
preparatory meeting did not, in 
fact, take place as planned) . This 
news, however, could not prevent 
the progressive elements of the 
League who were in control of 
the Bae K y Committee :from 
forming the first communist cell 
at a meeting at No. 5D Ham 
Long St reet in H anoi. But they 
cont inued to use the Bae Ky Com ­
m ittee as the vehicle th rough 

which to direct lhe revolut ionary 
m ovement. 

The All-Tonkin Conference of 
the. Youth League at Borel plan­
t~tion ma rked a unanimity of 
views of t he most numerous divi­
sion tor }(y) of the three divisions 
of V iet Nam . On the q uestion of 
founding the Par ty. there was 
keen discussion which lasted 
throughout. the fina l night of the 
Conference. Everyone was cager 
to sec the Party founded . Finally, 
the Conference endorsed the 8-
man Ham Long cel l's proposal on 
bow lo proceed with the matter . 
Under this proposal. the quest ion 
would be raised a.t liie :National 
Congress when a ll the t hree 
divisions and lhe Centra l Com­
m ittee wou ld be represented . 111 
the mean time, the Bae Ky Com ­
mittee clecidecl to push ;:1head 
with the " proletariani za tion" 
campaign (7), clevelop the worker~: 
and peasants' associations inten­
s i:!y communist educati~n and 
step u p the s t r uggle of the mas­
ses. A t the same t ime prepara­
tions wou Id be made for the 
founding of the P a rty; the Ham 
Long ' · nucleus " was entrusted 
with drafting the P arty mani­
fcs~o, political programme, regu­
ln lions and draft organizational 
st ructure. 

~~ T he Conference decided to 
dispatch a 4 ·man delegation 
including Tran Van Cung and 
Ngo Gia Tu (8) to t he Youth 
L eague N ationa l Congress, due to 
b e held in May x929, in Hong 
Kong. 

(5) One of the lirst Vietnamese 
bourgeois engaged in shipping and 
mine exploitation wlto was made 
bankmpt by the colonial admini s­
t ration . 

(6) Alias Qu,oc Anh, one of the 
eight fo1C11ders of the fi rst comm1t­
nist coll i1I Viet N am (end of 
1'\.la1·cl1 1929). 

( 7) iUembcl's of the Viet Nam 
Revofot iona1·y Yorith leag11e lzad, 
since 1928, to work in factories, 
mi11es, plantations, etc., in order 
to t rain themselves and to engage 
in agitation and orga,nizational 
wo1•k among the workers . 

(8) Ngo Gia Tu, alias Sgo Si 
Qrtyet, a11 01ttsta11di11g leader of the 
l11dochinese Commtmist Party , 
011e of the f om1ders of lhe first 
co111mm1ist cell, Secretary of the 
Nam I<y Party Committee. He 
was arrested hy the c,.lo11ial admin­
istratio11 at the end of 1930 and 
was killed at sea in a11 a ttempted 
escape from Poulo Condor in 
January 1935. 
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.V{!o Gia. Tn , 0 11 c of the 
fot1 ndi11g members of the 
Comumnist Party of 

ludcchin<t 

A 11 iss11e oi Bua Liem 
( lla111111tr "and Sirk/1) . 
cc11t1•al 01•g<rn of Ifie Part}' 

.Vo. ;,D Ham Lo11g Sti cet, 
ol/ice of the firs t con;-

1111111ist cell i11 J-Ia 11oi 

.-\ « the Cent ra l Com mission for 
the Study of P arty history has 
n'nmrked, the objcct.h·e necessity 
of found ing a genuine polit ical 
party of the working class "w:>.s 
not recogni7,cd at th:it t imc by 
:lll the national leackrship of the 
Lc;1gue." The 11al ion:ll lt'aclership 
11·: ts too fa r d is tant and \\'as out 
of touch with the s ituation within 
the count ry . Som.:: deleg:-.les from 
Tn111g Ky :rnd Nam l\:y ,.; upported 
t!1e moves to establi,.;h the Parh· 
but the majority of clcl<'gates fror11 
these h1·0 di1·i~ions had not fu ll\· 
gra,ped the urgency of the ques­
t ion. The politica l ideology ;m d 
degrndccl cond uct of L am Due 
Th u (9) a lso he lpcd to de lay t.hc 
historical procl's~ . 

F :icing the Bae K y delegate~· 
r<'~nlute demand for llw founding 
of l he P :1 rn·. La m Dnl. Thu m<H.k 
maximum 'us<> of hi" ~uthorilv : 
· · .\ s Ch;1 irman of the Congress: 1 
decl:i rn a suspen~ ion on a l I discus­
-; ion on the question of fo unding 
:i Communist part y . \Vhoevcr 
wislll's to form such :1n o rganiza­
tion may k <'.1·c :incl d iscuss i t 
soml'whcre e lse." 

Fu:!\· conscious o( the historical 
significance of tht• founding of t he 
Communist Party, )Igo Gia T u. 
after a brief exchange of ideas 
wi t h Tran Van Cung. rose to his 
fcct and said : .. O n behalf of 
more than 900 lJ.ic I<y members 
out of 01·e•· r, 500 members of the 
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whole country, 1Ye h;i1·e put for­
ward our proposal but 11·e ha., ·e 
fai led to win the Congres!' a p · 
proval of it. If we remai n here. 
11·<' don't know what accoun t w(· 
sh;ill gi1·e to tho<e who ha,·e 
mnndated us lo form a Communist 
Party. As we cannot fu lfil ou r 
mandate, we decla re oul' d i:ssociR­
t ion from thl" Congrcs~." 

La m Due Thu was taken b\' 
surpri,;c. H e frownC'd. Comrade 
Tu looked into his ey<'s and then 
tu rned to address hi ,; fello ll'-dcle­
gates : " V\le n>l"d to st udy com­
munism togethe 1· in the p:1si.. \ '\ic 
will meet again in our work so 
long as we s ti ll s ha re a common 
cause . " 

So they walked out. Thi:< was 
a courageous act ion on lhci1· part. 
a ll the more so as another of t lw 
Bae 1'~y delegates , Duong H al' 
Din h ( ro}, fri ghtened by Lam 
D ue T hu\; a uthori ty. dt'C<'i 1·cd bY 
his t rickery a nd fe:tring lh:1 t once 
away from Thu he would have no 
money fo r the jou rney home, fi nal­
ly decided to rernain with Thu. (fn 
later years . Dinh w:>.s to ~ink 

even deeper in the min:s of be­
trayal). Comrades Tu. Cung aml 
~ guyt·n T uan a lias K im Ton. 
another 111ernbc r of llw Bae I<y 
de ll'gation, \\'i th ba re ly t\\'en ty 
pias t res in their pockets. \\'ere 
now to be seen wa nck-ri ng " round 
Hong Kong, Thu 's •· clomain ", 

where' com radc Cung hncl once 
been with him for :,ome time; h" 
had <J i,Jikcd J;i., luxurion,.; style 
of Ii {<' in his comforlabk house 
on tlw hill but h:ul m'''<'r s uspect ­
ed that Thu might turn out to 
be a traitor. But cYcn lhen both 
Cung and T u had kept their 
d istance from T hu . Now, a I though 
they hacl ~ i ttle money. I hey had 
to ~rend that 11ight in a hote l 
room. Havi ng locked themselves 
in. l h<'y took care lo hang a cop­
per basin onto the knob of the 
door hoping this 1\·ould gi1·e them 
rnme warning in ca~c> Thu might 
semi his agents to a:;~assinatc 
them . 

I 11 I hr end Tu was able to 
borrow some money io CO\·cr the 
journey home from a Vietnamese 
who wns teaching in Pei-hai . 
The kachC'r :tgrced to lend them 
money on condition that he was 
to be rcfumled i111medialcly ;•ftcr 

( 9) .1lc111be1' of the Ce11tral Com­
m i t tee of the T'ict Sa111 Revotu­
tio11ary \ 'oath Lcag111. . In oppor­
t1111ist. he did a fut <1 harm to 
f lit Central Com mi tltc'; actii· ilics 
and latrr heti·ayed the f.t«1g11e. 

( 10) .1fr111be1· oi the 11ac 1\y 
Com111illre of the U11vol11tio11ary 
l'uutll Lcagttc . .Ait1 r bei 11g rx pellcd 
from t h.<' T.eaKHt'~ hs ivas n1'1'estrd 
hy tlw Fro1ch co!o11ialists a11d later 
worked / 01• them . 
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Tu a rrivt·d :ion1l' . O n tilr ir ;• rri­
va.1 in tfaiphong . Tn :ic;kcd :Mrs . 
Vinh, a nurN' ;1 11<1 :\ sy m pathizer 
of t h(• Y ou t h Ll'.ig ur . .or help . 
5 1!<' unh<'<>it:i!in ~1y di, posrd o{ her 
weddin(! b:-acelcts fo r t he sum 
Tu wanted. 

R"lck in H nno i. Tu :-.ncl .Ct~n~ 
made a repor t on their m 1 "'~ 1on 
:ind i "'~ued a sta.rm cnt o n th<.'ir 
d is.;oci<ttion fro m 1 hr You l h 
Con!!r<'s~ . T he rion(·c r communi<:l 
eel I (nm•: less Duong l Joie Dinh. 
expt•!Jed, but w il h two new m em­
ber<, Ngu yrn l>l•o ng Sac (r r) and 
Tra n Tu Chinh :\lia-; B m~ T hong) 
procel'cl<·d w ith the pr.•p 1r :1t ions 
fo r t he fo·111cl in :.: of t h<· Pa rt y. 
T he d raH i n~ or clrn.:nmv11 t~ unde r 
llw c:i r<' of Trin"1 Dinh Cuu (t .?) 
and Nguyen D.1c c~mii (r 3) had 
been lo somu extent comple ted . 

In D er.emb e r 1972, the U.S. 
impcri:d ist .; bombed Kham Thien 
Street (Hanoi), t housands o·E our 
fcl low-conntry m en w e re killed 
or ,,.oJncled, nn I thousands of 
hon>es we re clest royed on l he 
odd-numbe red side o f t he s ! r eel. 
T he on ly house wi t h an eve n 
number which was destroyed w~1s 
t he No. 3 r2. It w;•.c; he re t hat 
twenty de lega lcs o( t he newly 
founded communist org:'lnizatio ns 
in B1c K y d ecided to found l he 
Communist Pa rty oi Jndochin<l 
(r4l on June r7. r929. T he Co:ife r­
e nce wa" he kl fo r !'<e , ·crnl d a ys 
<luring w hich th<' delC'gatc~ a dopt­
ed the :'lfanHcstc1 which <;et for th 
the funda m ent:'.I<; of Commu nism . 
ana lysed the .;it nation in tlie 
counlry :ind c r it ici:r.<'cl lhe other 
groap::;' view poi n t .:; wh ile rd u ti ng 
the alleg:-.tions of enemy propa ­
ganda . 1 fr re t he str.1tegy a nd 
tactics of the Vie lnnm e;,c re vo lu­
tion we re drafted . Lacking t he 
t im e to go more deeply into eve ry 
probl<'m , the confe re nce only 
adopted rnme slogans w hich s um­
ma r ized t he P a r ty's polilic~d pro­
g ramme. The Confrrencc also 
worked out tl\e Pa rty regu lalions 
based on th1: mod e l rcgulatio11s 
of the T ;i ir<l Communi~t. lnte rna ­
tion:1l. After t he fonn<ling of t he 
P art y , lhe lead e rs were sent to 
variou~ p .. rls of tl1e count-ry to 
:;ct up new p·1rty b ranches. T hey 
decided to meet ag ... in on t!1(' fol­
lowing Tel to ckvelop t he party's 
line and ma ke it more conc re te . 

" T l'e birt 11 of lhe Communis t 
P a i ty of [ndochina ga ve :t great 
impel u 'i to t he Communi o;t move­
m en t in lndoc!1in:t. " (Forly- f ive 
years' activities of the J!iet Nam 
Workers' Party , edited by t he 
Centr<tl Commis~ion for t he Study 
of P a rty Hi::, to ry). 

W hi le the Com m uni't P ;i rly o( 
Indochina was being founded, 

,\ [ :i rch r 97 5 

public opm1on in the country w :cs 
<tnxious ly follow ing the cour-c of 
.-ome t rials wh ich were be ing he ld . 
T he F rench rule rs forced t he 
n ewspa pe rs to m a ke d: ti ly repor ts 
on the case:.. In addi t ion to t;i is 
long -term pol1 v to terrorize t ::c 
peo ple, lhe G,lVernor Gen. rnl 
Pa, quic t 'vn.s in·cnsifying :1!;; rc ­
pre~s i\'e m e:i..,un:s. ln e.irly _l u ' y . 
r9 zo \•:i1<'n the Nguyen .-\ 11 ~ iah 
( t 5) ca~e was brou~ht to ro ::1t i·1 
N a m Ky, the VNQDD w ;1s st nrl­
ing tria l in B:tc I<y . .-\ t t~1 e 
lria l, l\Cr. Ninh a ppea red w<'a.ring 
::i. wh ite jackel a nd holding:.\ t a.ble 
cloth in h i'i hand; he wa' b:ire­
fooled . During the t r i:d, ;1. youn~ 
ma n n ;i rnc<l Ph:i m V nn K irm 
w hipped out a pi:.tol a nd fir"cl ;'.i 

t he face of the F rench juclgc. 

At tile t ria l of the VNQ DD in 
H a.no i, from July 3rd to 7t: 1, £•)29, 
the presid ing judge wa.c; Brid e . 1 n 
t h is tr ia l we ,,·ere to see clc-;1 rly 
a ll t he devious tricks o[ this ju<1gc. 
H e had s tud ied c.aretu lly al I t he 
files and documents relating to 
l he c:1 <:e . When he neected :rny 
ma teria l. he i:<ent a. nrnn over al 
once to the Archives D epa r t m e n t 
of the Governor Gene ra.l's O ffice 
to fetch it. Anh wi th the origi rwl 
t ext in h:>.nd, he q uest ioned t: i<' 
d efendant-; a nd a rgued with them 
in o rd er to prove the inle llcctua l 
s uperiority of France. He cleverly 
confron ted the VNQDD 19 28 
regulatio n<: wi th lhose o f l'):?<) , in 
a n a ttempt t o divide the rank'i of 
tho<;<! st a nding tria l, and s how up 
the inconsistent a nd vague cha rac­
te r of t heir pa rty's line (r6). 

T he hardest blow dealt al t he 
VNQDD was t he disclosure o{ t he 
c:L"C of t he " V iet Nam H ole l ". 
Bri1le m ad e public a le tter w ri i.ten 
by Ng uyen V;ln L uug , a lins Gia o 
Lung (Tf'aci1cr L ung), who had 
been m anage r of the hotel in suc­
cession to Nguyen Van Kinh (I<inh 
h;-.<I b e"n s uspected of betraying 
t he pa rty ~i nd mu rd e red by K y 
Co11 (Little Ky) a t the Bota nica l 
Garden). In h is Jetter . sen t to tl•c 
VNQDD Hanoi Committee, Lnng 
compla ined that the p:1rty w:i.s in 
d a nger of go ing b ankrupt due to 
the fact that rua11y m embe rs 
brou~ht their friends and re lative<; 
lo the ~otel to dine a nd refu ,:cd 
l o p;iy. So me of them had br01.1g11 l 
pro;t itute~ to t he hotel :ind o ccu­
p ied rooms to sm oke o pium. Cor­
ru ption a nd waste was rampa n t 
and foe w l1ole p:'.rty organization 
was in diso :-dcr. S ecret a~ent'i 
had man:i.ged to worm their wa y 
into its inne r COU11cil'-' . The 
pa rty's budget s uffered a d efic it of 
2,000 piasters . T he p ro..;cculor 
rema rked in conclusion: "In i b is 
new type highwayme n's tavern, 

C'xlr:w:.g:111cc, drinking, p ro<;ti t u­
t ion a nd re vo lut ion went ha nd in. 
ha nd . " 

T hl' goo•i ekm<'n b; in t he 
V NQ DD -.vho were ~t ill at large 
tkciclf'r l to rf' -.t o re t he pa r ty 's 
r<'pu t :1 tion . N{rllye n T ha i Hoc was 
:;in·n a tw<-11ly-ye~r pri <on sen­
tt nc,· in ab~cnt i:i. 

.-\ <; Nguy<'a T hai Hoc was out­
i:twcd. Lile P" rty clf'c ted To Chan. 
comrade To ITicu's (17j e lder 
brolho:: r, a '> tile l:c •• d of t~1e p :1rty. 
}{0 d e te rmined lo acb ie \'C t'1c 
,;uprcme o bject ive o( the VNQDD 
at t;iat time - t.'1e a<;sa-;~inat ion 

o f Governo r General {'.-squier. 
As L~lC at k m pl fai lcrl he \\·as ~en­

tencc<l lo li fe imprisonment . But 
t 11i:> p rison ~enlence late r broug:1t 
T o C:>a n to the s ide o f Ngo Gi:t 
Tu, :111d t h io; i~ the im:•ge of To 
Chan we s ha l ! a l ways r rmember -
l hat of t he s t:rnnch Commun ist 
who ~tood f irm by the ~ irle of Ngo 
Girl. Tu . 

(lo he continued} 
THEP MOI 

( 1 r) M ember of the Central 
Com m ilfer oi the Co111.m11 11ist Party 
n/ Tndochi11ci ( The Bnc Hv com-
111 1111 i.~I or{!anizntion) and later 
mrm'•t r of t lz c l11docl1inese Co m1111t -
11ist Parfl' . Jle led the S oviet 
11/(>IJ<'lll( ll t ·,,, X{!hC ri 11 /I i 11 1930-
19 31. !le was arrested and ki lJed 
i 11 .l lav r93 1 l>)' the rolo11ial ad-
111i11 i stra t ion. 

( 12) 0 11c u/ the forrnders of the 
first co111111•111is t cell. 

(r3J One of the forrnders of the 
f i-rst communist cell , memhcr of the 
Central Committee of the Conww -
11ist Party of f11docki11a, lie was 
in charge of the Tong Cong Hoi 
Do ( the Federat ion of R ed T mde 
U11ic111s). 

( r I ) Comm 1mist orga11 ization 
foundnl 0 11 jw1e 17. c9·.a9 largely 
hy 111cml•ers of the first co111111.tmist 
cell i?1. Jla11 oi. [ts / orcrmmei' was 
the V i <:t Na11• Rcvottit io 11ary )?onth 
Lrng11r . /I oprmfed mai11l y in 
Bae r,·v and in the northern pro;;­
i11r~s n/ T ,., <11:; l\y. 

( r5) . 1 patriot who c11joyed a 
gr::at pn:stigc a 111011:; the prf'gres­
sive intell igentsia of the time. 

( r6) /11 it s 19 .!S co11 s fil11tio11 , 
the ! '.\'ODD advocated !he " social 
de111ncra~tic " revclttlion. !11 19 29 
i t adoptrd the slo{!a11s of the 
F re11cli rcvolit tio11: til•er fy . eq1wl­
i ty and fraternity . 

(17) Jlembe1• of the Bae J(y 
Commiffet oj the Co1111111mist 
P art.1• of l mlocliim1. Arr~sfed by 
the colo11ial admi11is frat io11 he was 
deported to P oit fo Condor and 
fhc11 to Son La prison and died 
in .\lm'cli t<J H· 
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People's Militia woman 

and P rty Member 

Vu thi Thanh .Vham. 2 • is dcpi!,ty-diiej of the 
people's 111ilitia of Nghict Tha11g commune. Nam Ha. 
province. 

Jn the resistance war a"ainst CS agg1'essio11. she 
distinguished herself in m;ny ex/1toi~s chiefly in the 
destnu;tio11 of magnetic bombs by rudimentary means. 

Size was made heroi11e of lhe people's armed forces 
on September 3, 1973. 

Militiawoman 

SHE went to ~ce Chinh off. She 
would have liked to go in 
place of her younger brother 

or at lcasl io join up on the same 
(f:i,y a s he. She. whose stormy 
tcm per \\' :1>" well known around 
that region at the moul h of the 
River Ninh, 110\\' appearC'd to be 
feeling anxious . 

Soon Johnson unleashed his 
;iero-n:wal war against North 
Viet Nam. Livin~ on the seacoast.. 
she and her fe llow villagers 
l[Uickly realized the cruel ancl 
odious character of the enemy. 
Each lime sltc saw squadrons of 
planes flying O\'er her \'i llage to 
bombard H anoi or Nam Dinh, 
she felt a, lump in her throat. 
She made up her mind to join the 
people's militia. 
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Every thing was n ew for her 
in lhe people's mi litia . Certainly, 
it was more difficult than learn­
ing how to till the land and the 
men would make fun of her 
whenever she was awkward at 
carrying out one of the regulation 
mo,·cments. However the company 
le."ldrr and other militia ·women -
the old h<111ds - did cvl'rything 
they could lo help her. Little by 
little she revea led herself a!' 
s<imeone o f intC' lligencc aud eHi­
c ienc,-. At the encl of the course. 
she 1;<1!'-scd the exam with flyi ng 
colonr:; and was appointed a 
platoon leader. 

The young men \\'ere leaving 
for the front in greater and grca~er 
number. The rura.l a<lministmtion 
decided to set up a section of 
militiawomcn and chose her to 
com1mmd it. First of a ll she had 
to find !:iOme new recruits. I t was 
not ;in e;1sy job. Howe\'er she \\'as 
confident of success - the young 
vi llage women w ere brave and 
l1ard-working , they were putt10g 
up a good sho-,\- in their houses in 
the a bsence or their husbands. 
A.ud then ·• if men can handle a 
gun, why not women ? " She 
knocked :it e,·c ry door. 

" Sorry. I' \ 'C a baby and m y 
husband is away. J 'm busy a ll 
lhe timP " . replied Khai. a 
C:>.tholic. 

" We'll help you do the house­
work ", Nham insisted . '' You 

only have to attend dri lls and 
meetings regularly, yon'll be 
t'xemptcd from patrol duty a nd 
night watch. At !he front. your 
husband will be only too pleased 
lo learn tll?.t you are also taking 
part in t he common fight.'' 

HO\\ e,-er lhc other;; \\ere not 
so eas il y pcr:;uaclecl. Nham rea liztd 
that she must practise what she 
preached by iinding " balance 
betwcC'n hcr acti\'ities in the 
m ilitia , production and house­
work. Her family was r-;hort­
handed . Hcr f:>.t.her. a fisher­
man. sometimes kept at sea for 
mont hs on end. She had to do 
e\'e1·ything a lone - working at 
the cooperative, caring for her o ld 
mothe r an<l looking after lhe 
house . E\'cn· evening was. taken 
up by militia activitiel< so sh<' 
could only work in t he day 
time. She willing ly accepted the 
most difficult job«. worki11g in 
t he hardest " ·inter days or late 
into the night. :-o a-; t o be ~ble 
lo get a number of "ork-pomts 
equa l to iho;;c of all ave1:age 
worker. When s he was on mght 
duty she would work al sunset or 
before the sun rose to g row azolla 
for the cooperati\'e or look after 
her pigs and poultry. At noon, 
she did miscell<incou:; works a t 
homr and attended to her kitchen 
gardC'n. \Vhene,·\·r she had ;ci few 
moments free sl1e would lend a 
hand to large familic. or those 
whose fath e r was at the front. 
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These efforts gave more weight 
to her words. The young counlry 
women held her in esteem and 
followed her example. 

T he section of militiawomen 
saw its numbers gro.ving. By day 
she wou lei be 011 1 he look out for 
enemy planes; at night !>he would 
haul her artillery piece lo the 

"·ater's edge ready to bombard 
any warships or comm:i.ndo bo:•.ts 
which should ,·enture into this 
region. 

On l\Iarch 18, 1966, togethe r 
with the militia of a ne:1rby com­
mune, her section downed an 
.-\merican plane. It had been one 
year on the job. 

Destruction of Time Bombs 

One day, at dawn, whik the 
farmers had just gone lo the 
fields and the fi shermen were at 
s~a, f ive :\ 7s fl ew over dropping 
t une bombs :-.nd mines on the 
river mouth. From he r CP beyond 
the dyke, Nham menta lly counted 
the number of bombs released 
and !llarke<l lhcir point of impact. 
She handed over he r duty to 
her companion and hurriedly 
gathered wooden b oards on 
which she wrote the words : 
"Prohibited zone. " Tlte-n ~he took 
r. raft and stuck up the bo:irds. 
l:nfori. unately. as s he was on her 
way back several bombs exploded 
at once, hurling her onto the 
shore. 

He r ears sang . Around her was 
the bro'.l.d expanse of w:. ter with 
nobody in sight. When she came 
to, the sun was :>.t its zenith. Hut 
thank:; to the boa rds. before the 
sun went down the fi shi ng boats 
returned saft" and sound. 

The extraordinary mee ting of 
the Communc's P arty Committee 
which ended la te in lhc nighl took 
the decision to set up a t"eam for 
the cle-activization or ti111c bombs. 
and appointee! Nh:im team leade r. 
That token of conriclc11ct· enrap­
tured her , but she wondc rt•d whe­
ther he r mother would g ive her 
consent. Wou Id :,myonc agr<'c to 
join her team ? 

A ware of he r recent accident, 
some neighbours advised her 
against accepting the assignment. 

However she thoughl to herself: 
"Someone will teach me to de­
s troy the bombs. I 'm the section 
leade r - i£ I refuse who will 
shoulder the burden for me!" 

In the beginning, her mot her 
objected . For n ights on end, in 
res~nse to the o ld mother's op­
pos1hon, she would whisper per-
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suasions into her ear.> : "You ha ve 
Jet Chinh go to the front, ma ma, 
so let me join the fight too. Now 
th?.t the Yankees drop bombs on 
the ~eacoast, we must find means 
to destroy them. It's a m atter of 
life and death . All over the 
country everyone's joining in 1.he 
fight . That's the only way to drive 
them away so that Chinh will be 
able t o return home . The sold ier s 
will show m e how to destroy the 
bombs. Don't worry." 

The mother gradually calmed 
down. T he first girl :Nham 
recruited for her team was Cay. 
On seeing Nham come in, C:1y's 
mother said to her face : " I ' II 
ne,·er let my daughter go. She'll 
be k illed by the bomb s and then 
who will compensate me?" 

Nb:un could see it wa.<; going to 
be a tough job persuading them . 
She asked Cay straight ou t : " T he 
rural administration has t aken 
this decision. Our youth organi­
zation has chosen vou as one of 
t he team. What cio you think 
of it ? " 

"You see, my mother won't 
allow me to go. Anyhow T'd never 
b e <~ble to t ackle it, I'm afraid!" 

N h:un was not discouraged . S he 
k~ew. very well what a good 
m1hl1awoman Cay was , and J1ow 
she h:>.d devoted herself to this 
work e '-·er since the beginning. So 
she made a new etttempt. " Don·t 
worry, Cay! We're a ll goin"' to 
tackle it. Before, who would have 
b elieved that we could have shot 
down enemy planes! And there, 
we grounded one, didn't we?" 

The following days Nham return­
ed to the charge. Finally Cay's 
mother listened to reason and let 
her daughter join the teem. 

In fact a ll the girls contacted 
were unwilling at first. What 

would become of the:n if they 
lo;;t an a rm, a kg o r an eye) For 
m en il was no problem but for 
young girls il"s nol so easy . 

.\fter weighing the pros and 
con~. a ll of them agreed to join 
th<' team to defend their village 
and help the re=-ista nce. 

A team of fin! gi rls was set up 
for lhc destruction of bombs. 

The enemy was attacking day 
::md night. Hundr~·cls of submarine 
mines, time bomb,.; and magnetic 
bombs o[ various types were 
being dropped . With a naval 
unil , the team took part in the 
de-activization of bombs and 
deteclion of mint's to " learn 
on I.he job· ·. For the fi rst five 
nights nothing h:ippcncd . But 
over the next five t.l;ey succeeded 
in blowing up len bombs a t the 
mouth or lhe ri \"Cr. 

With the experience gained, 
Nham suggested that a raft with 
ll1e necessary de\·ices b e m:>.de for 
this work. The proposal was ac­
cepted. 

One morning, the le:im m:tde a 
sort ie untll'r Nham's command. 
She steered the boat. La took 
charge of reconnaissance. Dan 
controlled the rafl. Cay and Vung 
were in charge o( first aid if 
necessary . They spcnl hours and 
hour:> at the rt-·er mouth . No 
e.xplo'>ions . Nham stopped the 
boat and asked her friends : 
" Wc' re hungry and co l'~ ··· Shall 
we conlinue or return home?" 
£,·eryone decided to go on with 
the work, even in lhe night. The 
la te r it gol, the more windy it 
g rew, the t ide grew higher and 
the air cold<'r. Nham strained her 
t"yes nnd t u m ed the raft towa rds 
the deep waler . . i\l eYcry mo­
ment, the frail raft ran the risk 
of going down. J t was far from 
the shore. Suddenly lhc water 
seemed to ;;h::ike. Nham had no 
time to stop the boat before the 
bombs exploded from a ll sides 
making high water:.pouts. The boat 
leapt and threw thc crew over­
bo:!rd. The raft was blown to 
smithereens . 

Keeping her pr\';;cnce of mind, 
Nham r aised her head above the 
water and called her comrades. 
They all answered . Reassured , 

(Co11t i1rned 011 pace 30) 
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Economic Problems of the DRV N 

Main Economic Tasks 
1975 the third ye;\ r of peace. 

will b e a year of great 
economic tasks ;1 imi11g 

notably, at 

- completing, in the main, 
~·conomic restoration while devel · 
oping the forces of pro<luclio11 
and gradually reorganizing llw 
economic structure in o rde r to 
carry out the trans ition from 
small-scale production to largl·· 
~cale socialist prod uction ; 

- progressively impro\·ing t hl' 
liie of the people ; 

- gradually reducing the econo­
my's structural disproportions; 

- satisfying the needs of na­
tional defence while providing <in 
effective, substantial a id to tht· 
revolu tionary shuggle in Sout h 
Viet Nam and the construction 
of the liberated zone there ; and 

- actively preparing for the 
second five -year plan (r976- r980). 

To this end, in comparison 
with r974, there must be an 
increa se of 19.6% in GNP au<l 
of rg.5% in national income. 
The lot.al value o f industrial 
production, handicr:dts included, 
must increase by 22% and that of 
agricultural production by 8.63. 
Investments in capital construc­
tion will be up by .p -5% a nd 
the volume of goods to be trallS· 
ported within the cou n t ry by 22% . 

These overall economic ta rgets 
may be giYen concrete form 
according to the differe n t sectors: 

Industry 

In this sector, the problem is 
to put back into operation foosc 
.-ntc rprises that were damaged b)' 
lhe bombing am! have not been 
r>!stor<'<l yet, to step up hea\'y 
industries such ~:s coal -min :ns. 
powl·r, chemicals, builcl'.ng ma-
1 e>ial:<, dt: ., w ilh a view ro mcl'l · 
ing the need not only c-f these 
indu~tries but a lso o t other ~cc­
tors, chiefly agriculture.:, ill equip­
ment, parts, materials - primary 
a nd olhen' ise - a11d at the !'ame 
time de,·cloping tiw p roduction 
of food products and other lhii ly 
consumer goods. 

Priori ty will be given to the 
production of mea ns o f produc­
tion (Group .-\), whose value \\'i ll 
be up by 26% as against tlle 
I9% incr.-a~ in the value of 
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the production of t:onsumer goods 
(Group B) . 

Tho..;c industries which a n : run 
by the central ad ministration 
will cle\'C' lop at a grcakr rah• 
t ilan locally-run industries and 
handicrafts, - at 2" %, r7% and 
r5.3% respective ly. 

A!eclut11ical encinecri11g will 
re mu.i n lbc key bra nci1. 

T hl' commis::.ioning of 15 Ill'\\' 

fact'orit•s, togetlwr with the n·or­
ga n iza l ion and 1•xpansion of o ld 
cntcrpri!'.cs, wi l l help inc rc::ts<' 
product ion, particularly that of 
farm equipment - 230% for t rac­
tors, 46% for mttchanical pulllps, 
45% for farm machinery, and 
200% for d iesel 111otors. Great 
attention will also be paid 1.o lhc 
production of farm ing implem ents : 
the number of rudimentary tools 
will be IO times, a nd that of im­
proved carts four limes, gre.ateL .. 

This will necessitate a doubling 
of investment in mechanica l en­
gineerring. Tota l industria l i nvcst ­
ment wi II increase to IS<y., fron1 
the rate of 15% in 1974. 

In me tallurgy, i.p·c;ct impo r tanc<' 
wi JI be attachl'd to the rcslora­
lion of lhe T hai Nguyen Steel 
am! Iron Complex :mcl the com­
pletion of t:ie G ia Sang R oJling 
Mill, which will begin production 
this yt•ar, and a l:;o the expa ns ion 
of th1: various lin a nd c h romite 
mines . Cast iron output will be 
up by 50%. 

The power ind us t ry will push 
up production by r9% to increase 
by 32% the energy fed to indust ry 
and by 20% that to agricultun:. 
The r1::organization of the ex ist ing 
stations and t ransmission Jines, 
the operation of the new station 
in Ninh Binh and the last boi le rs 
a t the Uong Bi s tation. wi 11 make 
the capacity of till' indu ,try 3~% 
greater. 

C oal mi11::s wi !I p rocluc.:e ! .5 
mill ion ;tddiliona l ion,;. 'Lie res­
toration of Opt·n·C•bt rni nl:s and 
the J110dernizatio11 or :;; 1 :~ !l mines 
arc continuing and are e x pected 
to increa'ic tbl· indus t rys' cap.td ty 
by 17.5%. 

In t he chemical ind1tstry priority 
will be given to the production of 
fertilizers and insecticides . The 
production ot pho; phoric icrti lizer;; 
in particular will go up by 24% 
thanks to the modernization of 

For 1975 
tlw pl.,n l al Van Dien. Stress 
will also be la id on the complc-
1 ion of t he ni l rate krt-ilizer!' plant 
at Ila B:tc <Llld lhe expansion oi 
the a pa iilc mim•s iu Lao C:ti l o 
med t hC' gro\\'ing demand for 
t ertiliwr~. 

:\' demand for !mild i11g mu terials 
will b e g rcat<'r, cemen t ontput 
will go up 40% through an in­
crease of 17% in tht• capacity of 
exi>- ting cement p lan ls, principa lly 
the H.lipltong C<'mt-nt Vlorks. 
P rod uction of bricks ancl timb<'r 
wi l l b e '.?2% higlrnr . Th.:: opera­
ti on of new brickyard:::. tha nks to 
\\'hich proclucti,·it y ,,·ill i ncrca~C' 

by 36%, and tlw prod uctio n o[ 
prefabricated conc rct C' b lock s In be 
carri ed out in the course nf the 
yea r, together wi Lh the comp le­
tion of new cement p la n ts, will 
enable t his br.inch to ste p up 
production in the years to come. 

In the tight i1ld1£stries. includ· 
ing the food indmtry, g reat 
:tlt•·n l ion will be g i \·en to \ lte 
proc··~>ing of farm product" (soya, 
swe<'l pol~,to. ca..;,,a\ ':l, 111a ize and 
V;'.riOU'i s pecies O[ beans) and tO 
l he produc tion o f stap le commo­
<lilil!S - -13% mo re for srdl-water 
fish. 22% more for ki tchen salt, 
25% more for paper , de. Co llon 
goods will increac;e by 19.5%, 
a nd the pu tl i ng into opera tion of 
the firs t section-; of t :1(' new texti l e 
mill in Vinh Phu will rai :'<' the 
c;ipacity of thi !> branch 67%. 
lla n c! icr:tft output will be I .'i-3% 
higlll'r, chiefly in con;,umer goocls 
ancl in <' xports . 

A gr icultu re 

The task remains the int ensifi ­
cation of the product ion of food ­
stuffs, chiefly rice, whose uutput 
will increase b y 5 - 6'}{,. 

T he produc tion (reckoned in 
terms ot rice) of d ry crops - par­
ticularly s weet potato, potat o, 
m aize, and cass:t\'a - will sec a n 
inc rease ot 40%, which will entail 
the expa nsion of the acreage so wn 
to winter crop-; . :\s this acreage is 
to reach 500,000 hc·ct:·.res within 
a kw year:;, a ppropriate mca~ures 

must be tak l'n in r975 t o j)<t\'e 
tlw way for its dc,·elopmenl. This 
will also he lp cxp<.<nd a nimal 
hu:.band ry, which i s bet.om ing 
an independent line and is 
expected to increase by 16%, 
particul:lrly pig-rearing which, 
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with <1.5 million pigs a lto3clher. 
\\"i lJ :d )OW the l"OllSllJll ption Of 

meat to incrr:isr by 1.1-</:.-

;\. !Ila jor step forwa rel II" i 11 \),. 
t:l kl"ll in the region·tl iza tion or th1· 
main i11d11sl1ial crvp., (J ul<-. mul­
berry. tea. sugar-c.::uw. tobaC<'O. 
l'ilr1h fruits. 1:1c.: .. ) for light 
imlu;.try :\lid cxporh. 

For the ;.ec.:ond fi,·c-y1·ar plan 
a g reat la;..k i:-. t hl" l'ecl11imi11g uf 
new la11ds , m:>.inly in the micll:inds 
and the highl:.nds, for pcrrnnial 
crops. From this year, prepara­
tions wi 11 be made for the rcst-t­
t lement 0r -i50,ooo pe rson" with :1 
, ·irw to g raclua ll y rrclucing rlemo­
graph ic prcssu n· in thl· dclt•l 
area. 

F o r the at"tainmrn t of a 11 tl tcbC 
objert i\'('S, a seriC's o f important 
measu res must. be tak r n: to i11tc11-
~i fy t he combrlt aga inst l'ubrnc r­
sions and floodin g by r<,m plcting 
the i rrigalion sy st·c 111 together 
\\" i th the putting in 10 Op<'rn t ion of 
new major p roj<·c t s (pn 111ping-st a 
t ions, n :scrvoirs , dam". de.); to 
r,•:nra nge the field.; in ordtr to 
rncch:tnizc fa rming o n 11.5% of 
the cult i ,·atrd acreage (an i ncrl·a~e 
uf -i5''c.); to turn oul more i11clti-.­
trial product, (farming imple­
ments and hrm machi111'f\'. che­
mical fcrlili/.crs . powC'r." fuel. 
building marcrials, de.) The :>.id 
of industrv. therdorl". i., mo n· 
inclispcnsatilc than l" \ '1·r. :~nd "ill 
constitute a si111· q1111 11011 for tlw 
de,·elopmenl of agricul ture . 111 
1975, :-tgricullural coopcratiYes 
will be s upplied with 400,000 tons 
of coal to replace straw as the 
main fue l, which w il l be ust•d 
for m a king manun:. The se lection 
a nd multiplication o f new strnino,; 
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(rice, jute, tobacco, maize, ground­
nut. soya. etc .) ;·.nd of ne w breecl l' 
of livestock will be ca:.:riccl on 
acti , ·c!y in bett e r-equ ipped exp<!­
ri mt·ntat ion centres. 

T hen• i:< another, no lt!ss impor­
tant, task w be accomplished: the 
improue111e11t of tlte 111a11age111enl 
oj co<>"/Jeml iues a nd t lte reorgr111-
i:m l io11 of agricultura l prod11clio 11 . 
a .. defined by the .\ gricullural 
Con ference in Thai Binh in Augus t 
1974 . (S ee Viet .Vam Cou rier, 
Numbers 30 and 3r, Non•mb<T 
and D rcembcr 1974). 

.\I I t h('se e ffo r ts must giw 
their results in 1975 : gradua ll y 
to bring a.bout a balance b el\n:(·n 
arab le farming a nd bn·cding, 
pro~ressive ly reduce rice monocu l­
tun· in favour of d r y crops a.nd 
industrial crops, a nd reduce do­
mes! ic cons umption o f fa r ll! pro­
ducb in o rde r to help t he export 
tradi: . 

Transport and Communications 

Very heavy tasks are imposed 
on this sector because of the 
1ncrea5ing needs of the economy. 

lt is necessary lo complete lhe 
essential restoration of the road 
and railway system (with -i,550 
metres of bridges to be repaired), 
thr enlargemen t of seaports. par­
t ilU larly the harbour at Haiphong; 
tho: dredging of waterways. etc . 
Bi:sidcs new building projrcts w ill 
st:1 r t and ne w work on the infras­
tructure will be carried out ro 
i mprov e the managcmr nt of rnkl"­
p rises and m 0clcrnize tht· means 
•if t ra 11s po r t . 

The o bjrc l ivt: t o l>t: attained by 
the e nd of 19 7 5. th(•rcfo rc . is to 
raisr the capacity o f transport by 
rai 1 to the prc-1965 level, and 
increase by 20% the activity of 
t he port:., as compa red wi th 1964. 

Capital Construction 

Tlw build ing of the mater ial 
;\nd k chnica 1 ba,,<"s requ ires im­
portant in,·est1nent. of wliich 
87.t'>% will go to the productive 
sector, as agai nst 86% previously. 
with thr followi ng clbt ribution : 
.10.6% (again:;t 34 % pn.• , ·ious ly) 
to indus try, r 7 -7% to agr iculture, 
fo restry and i rrigaliun \\'Ork . and 
rS .2% to transport and 1:ommuni­
cat ions, etc. 

Priority m ust. be g iv<-11 Lo the 
comple tion of project s now u nder 
way and to restoration work , while 
starting work on new projects 
for the second five-year plan 
(1976-1980). 

Stress wi II there fore be la.id 
ch iefly on work re lated to me:: ­
chanical e ngi neering, m eta llurgy. 
powe r, coa I extrac tion ; and the 
product ion of chemical products 
and bui lcling materials with agri ­
cu ltu rn I development e;;sentially 
in vie w. 

• • • 
Very great effor ts must also be 

made in other sectors of t he 
economy for Lbe achieYc menl of 
the targets set for lhe Plan : 

- Foreign trade : the Yaluc of 
imports, 78% o f which will be 
marked for equipmr nt. machine­
ry, parts, raw materials, etc .. 
wi ll inc rcasl· by <1 %· .Mea nwhile 
the vain ..: ot ~·xporh will tH' 30°~, 

The Cam Pita en::111eeri11g pla•1t 
rn Q11ang .\'iult proi:i11ce befog 

put intv vpaalion 
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greater, and 2.1% up on 1964, the 
best ye:\r before the US war es­
calation; 

- The volume of t'etail goo:ls 
will increase by r8% in the 
organized market, whose propor­
tion of the market will go up 
from the current 72% to an ex­
pected 86%. The purchase of 
products by the State will show 
a marked increase : 40% for farm 
products and food products, and 
23% for industrial products. 

- T he bttdgel will go up by 
II.13. 

- lmproucment of the standat'd 
of living. 

The essential need ls to gradual­
ly reduce the re:;lrictions impos­
ed by the state of war, to tile 
extent a\lowed by the develop­
ment of production. 

Ho1~sing co11str1u;tion remains 
an urgent task, and investments 
for this wi ll go up 78.5%. 400,000 

FACTS AND EVENTS 

IN September 1974 three Saigon 
dailies published the famous 
" Indictment No.1 ·• in which 

T hieu was denounced as the 
greatest wrongdoer in South Viet 
Nam . 

After that fo11r other dailies 
revealed t\Mt Thieu and Huong 
had covered up the case of a cor­
rupt provincial chief. 

In both cases Thieu, considering 
himself the victim of " insults" 
and" libels", invoked decree-law 
007, a law signed by him which 
bans any attack upon the honour 
of the Head of State and started 
proceedings against the dailies 
concerned. 

~fas~cs of people gathered at 
the tribunal to express their sup­
port for the press. Thousands of 
policemen \•:ere sent to the spot 
to crack down on these crowds and 
the tribunal ordered by Thieu had 
to be adjourned till February 
20, 1975. 

Still waiting for justice, Thieu 
declared himself the victim of 
another " insult" . Prior to the 
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of the 650,000 square metres 
envisaged will go for living quar­
ters in the major cities and the 
principal industria l centres, with 
90,000 square metres for H anoi, 
42,000 for Haiphong, 38,000 for 
the Quang Ninh mining area and 
35,000 for the Bae T hai industrial 
region not counting the construc­
tion of housing on a private basis. 

The supply of staple commodi­
ties (food - industrially processed 
or otherwise) will be maintained 
at the level of the previous years, 
with a larger quantity for certain 
items like eggs, fish, and fresh 
vegetables. 

The readjustment anti raising 
of salaries and allowances will be 
made:: alongside the creation of 
new jobs for 500,000 persons of 
working age and the establi.-d11ne11t 
of a piece-work system .in a ll 
sectors of the economy. 

There are still many difficulties 
in this domain for a country 
which has only just emerged from 

town elections, a member of the 
town council of Bien Hoa declared 
that " as long as Thieu remains 
in his position, it is no use asking 
for another mandate. " 

As this time it was a " verbal 
insult", and not a published one, 
Thieu had to rack his brains to 
discover any legal device which 
would justify reprisal measures. 
Finally he found in his arcl1ives a 
law dating back to. .. 1881 - a 
good time ago, b ack in the period 
of French colonialism - which 
laid down a penalty of imprison­
ment for anyone who spoke ill of 
the "governor" . Thus Thieu's 
tribunal condemned this poor 
councillor to a suspended sentence 
of five months' imprisonment. 

But there was still more to 
come touching Thieu's honour. 
Following the publication of the 
" Indictment No. r " which de­
nounced him for corruption, mal­
versation, etc., in early February 
many Saigon dailies published 
" Indictment No. z" in which 
Thieu was accused of "political·· 
crimes. He is seen in the Indict­
ment as a brutal and incapable 

an atrocious war. Yet the people's 
Stale is cloing its b est to lessen 
the hardships of the people while 
taking into account its other im­
perative national and internation­
al tasks. 

••• 
In order to carry out the econom­

ic tasks sel for 1975, other 
economic, political and ideological 
levers must be b:-ought into play, 
including the improvement of 
the management of the economy 
and the State; the consolidation 
and perfection of the socialist 
relations o[ production in State­
run enterprises, agricultural co­
opcrati vcs and handicraft cooper­
atives; the mobilization of all 
sect ions of the population in a 
"soci:dist emulation drive", etc. 
T hese t:tsks, once fu lfilled, \\"i ll 
provide a solid basis for the 
acivancement of socialist cons­
truction. 

VU QUOC TUAN 

Honour 
dictator, a warmonger who clings 
to his presidential chair in order 
to feather his nest to the great 
distress of his subjects \\"ho, as 
a resul t, arc eager for his tlepar­
ture. 

lt is true that Indictment No. 2 
as well as No. r was prepared by 
persons notorious for their pro­
Amcricanism who did not fai l to 
express erroneous opinions about 
the Paris Agreement, about the 
resistance, etc. All the same, 
Thieu, fee ling himself threatened 
by dangerous opponents, has im­
mediately taken up arms against 
the Indictment. Being unable to 
punish its authors, he once more 
vrnts his spleen on the press 
which has published the docu­
ment. 

This time, be didn't take the 
trouble to find a law to defend 
his honour. He simply ordered 
the seizure of nine dailies, five of 
which had already had their 
publication permits withdrawn. 
Meanwhile 19 journalists have 
been arrested and accused of 
"communism . .. 

VIET NAM_COURIER 



Laos: Two Years A fter 

the 

THE ~igning of the Vientiaue 
Agr<'emcnt and its Protocol 
(on Ft·bruary 20, i973) and 

the formation 0 £ the Pro\·bional 
Government oi N:ttional Union 
and t he National Po l itical Coun­
ci l of Coalition in April 1974 
were g reat v ictories for the Lao 
people. "This was a great event 
in t he political li fe o{ our people 
who arc high ly rejoiced by this 
success " , said Prince Souphanou­
vong, President o{ t he L <".O Patriot ­
ic F ront and Chairm;1n of the 
NP CC, in an interv iew granted 
to Viet Nam .lVcws Agency in 
Apr il C97·1· T he Princ1~ con tinued ; 
"We, the people of L:\os, are 
~eizing adva ntage of thic; opportu­
nity to t ake the destiny of our 
n:-tion in our own h:i.nds without 
tolerating any umbre lla of pro­
tection b y any country." 

While, in the 1957 coalition 
government the patriotic forces 
held two ministries and in the 
coalition government in 1962 they 
had two ministries {one of them 

Vientiane 
combining the po3t of vice-pre­
m ;e r) and t\\"O Yice-ministrie~ . 
thic; time their number of port­
folios is equal to that of the Vien­
tiane side (u for e:i.ch side plus 2 
for independent persona lities). 

L ike the 1962 settlement, in 
1973 a lso, " the P rovisiona l Gov­
e rnment of Na t ion;i l Union (is) 
formed accord ing to a specia l 
p rocedure b y di rect investi ture of 
I-LIVI. the King, i t works under the 
principle o f unanimity b etween 
the two sides " (Ar ticle 7 o f the 
Vientiane Agreement) . 

nut unlike 1962. besides lhe 
PGNU, a National P olitical Coun­
cil of Coal ition has b een formed, 
;t body independent and equa l in 
rights to the PGNU, compo;:ec'I of 
42 members (16 from the patr iotic 
forces, r6 from the Vientiane s ide 
a nd ro reserved for independent 
pcr;:onalilies) . Prince Souphanou­
Yong was elected Chairman of the 
Council which acts as a legislative 
body with even more exten sive 
powers . 

Major Advances on the Road to Peace 
and National Concord 

The estab lishment of the PGNU 
and NPCC was made possible as 
a resu lt ol the progress achieved 
in the execution of the ce::i.se-fire 
order and the neutraliza t ion of 
t l1e cities of Vientiane and Luang 
Prnbang. 

Since the establishment of these 
two sup reme bod ies, those and 
many o th<' r prov1s1ons of the 
Vientiane _.\g recmenl and its Pro­
tocol have been carried ou t more 
thoroughly. In the main, the 
cease-fire order has bc<'n put into 
effect. In many locali ties , national 
concord has been the keynote in 
the relationship b eb\cen the 
armies of the two oides . T hi rteen 
out of the twenty-seven marke rs 
specified in the Vientiane Agree­
ment have b een planted. The 
regroupment zones of one side on 
the te rritory of the other have 
been detennined. Repres..:ntatives 
of the two sides in the Central 
Joint Committee for the Imple­
mentation of the Agreement have 
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worked out regulations gua~ran­
tee iug land and ri ver communica­
tion between the two zones. 

In the c it ies of Vien t iane and 
L uang Prabang, t he police and 
arm ed forces of the t. wo sides, 
equal in numbers and equipped 
with an equiv<1.len t quantity of 
arm s, have taken u p position at 
set points to oversee the securi ty 
of the go\·ernment offices and the: 
pupulation. The joint command 
has agreed on the zones u nder 
their respective control and on the 
withdrawal to a radius of 15 
kilometres from the two cities of 
the Vientiane armed forces exceed­
ing the figure stipulated in ihe 
Agreement. T he two !'ides have 
also reached agreement on t he 
organization and methods of pa­
trols in order to gradually nor­
malize the polit ical and social 
life of these two cities by estab­
lishing order and security. 

At the endof November 1974, 
after an inspection tour m ade 
within a 15-kilometre radiu s of 

Agreement 
the royal capital o[ Luang Pra­
bang, the joint committee in 
cl1arge of the neutralizat ion of 
that city confirmed that the 
Vien t iane army hatl pulled out of 
the a ··ca . T he same withdrawal 
will ~oon be carried out in V ien­
t iane. 

Jn January 1975· the Central 
Joint Commilt<'c for the I mple­
mentat.ion of the Vientiane Agree­
ment signed a docu ment on the 
w ithdrawal of foreign troops from 
Laos and the liquidation of a ll 
fore ign military and paramilitar )' 
organizat ions in Lao«. In t h is 
document the Vientiane side 
agreed to mention " American and 
T hai t.roop<;" a5 the fore ign armed 
forces which should leave the 
country. The two ~ides will make 
an in~pection tour in a number of 
localities. 

J\lost acliYc have been t he jo'.nt 
police forces which laid bands on 
many gamb l"ng houses and gang 
headquarters. A big gambling den 
which had be<'n operating undis­
turbed by ihe Vientiane police a t 
a hotel in Vientiane under the 
protec tion of the general com­
manding the a rmed forces, who 
received a brib<' o! one million 
kip per week, was raided by 
police b elonging to the patriotic 
forces within the joint police 
force . In this raid 43 people \\·ere 
arrested including many impor­
tant personalities and a number 
of US-made weapons were ca p­
t ured. A Thai second lieuten;n1t 
who s hould have withdrawn from 
L;ios be fore June l, 1974 was 
seized at the same time. An 
American lieutena nt - colonel, 
Robert Gibson, working under 
the camouflage of a business-man, 
was also apprehended ;ifte r ha \·ing 
shot dead two civili~ns . '.\!any 
a ttempted r iots kind led by t he 
ultra-reactionar ies ha Ye been nip­
ped in the bud - such as the 
incidents occurring in front of the 
National Assembly on July 9, 
1974, at the T hat Luong Fair on 
October 29 :cind 30, I97-i and at 
W attay a irport on N o \·ember 1, 
1974, the breaking into the resi­
dence of Mr. Kha.mphan Simmala­
vong, one of the independent 
members of the National Political 
Council of Coalition and the b low-
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i ng up o f hi ;, car a nd garage. 
and t.he d ist ribution oC lea fle ts 
t h reatening lhe l ife of m embe rs 
of the Na t iona l Politica l Counci l 
o f Coal ition . 

Many foreign m il itarymen ;m d 
spies acting u nder civil ia n or 
re ligion« cove r ha , .<' been un­
mask ed . 

T he retu rn lo t heir respect iv<' 
side of th<' penon ne l im pri>o ned 
<luring the war has been compkl · 
C'd. T he organ ization o f the retu rn 
of those peop le forcccl to lean• 
t he ir ho mes d u ri ng t he hosti lit ies 
has been u nder rkbatc be t ween 
the two sides a nd a dor um enl n n 
t his question wn!' signed o n 
December 20, 19 7.1. Prepan1t io ns 
;:i.rc be ing made for its a pp 1 ica t i on 
by d rawing up a li st of t he na nH's 
;in d wishes o f <'ach person , pre pa ­
rat ion o r means or t ram;port. e tc. 

. .\ t its J\p ril ro. 1974 se"~ion , 
t he Pro vi si 0 11 ;1 I Go,·e n1me n!. o f 
~ation :il U nion µ<>.ssc·d <1 10-poin l 
progrnmnw nf act ion p rcsc•nlecl b y 
'.\fr . Phoum i Vo ng ,·ich it. V ice­
Premier :ind Fon•ig11 i\ l in islcr. 
on beha lf of t hc Cent ral Com­
mittec of t he Lao r airiotic Front . 
aimed a1 c-rc;itini;t fa , ·ou n:1.bk con­
d it ion!: for !he ~o,·ernmcnt and 
various m ini!il rir-.. lo work i n the 
new circumstances. The 1 o point~ 
to be solved were a.-. fo llo ws : t he 
t ransfer of the- work or the for­
m er ministri<'~ lo the newh·­
appoin k d rninist t>r,,; t he dmwiitf{ 
up o f a. work p rogrn111m <' for <'::tch 
ministi·y ; the· fixi ng of the prin 
ciples and work ing method~ of t he 
go,·ernm~nt and e;tch minis try; 
the de termiuation of th,, re lation­
»n ip between the gover n me n t and 
the N PCC. betwee n the goH~rn ­
m cnl and th,, Centra l j oin t Com­
mitlce for t he J mp lcrne nta tion o f 
the Agreem ent , a nd be tween t he 
m inist r ies a nd the , ·a rious NPCC 
commissions ; t he po pu la r ization 
of t he V ient iane Agreem ent a nd 
it s P rotocol ; the assi!\ta nce gi,·en 
to l he joint Com m ittee for t he 
Implcnwutalion o f t he Agreem ent 
regard ing the implem e ntation o f 
the milit ;i ry pro ,·isions o f the 
_.\greement and it s Protocol ; the 
g ua rantee o{ democra t ic liberties ; 
t he exam ination and execution o f 
effl'ct i,·e meas ures to fix n ::w 
mark et pr iccs in o rder to a lle v iate 
l he d ifficu ltici. of the people ·s 
life: the p lanning o r the na t iona l 
budget for 1074-1975 a nd request ­
ing of foreign nid : the re,·ision 
of re lations bet ween L aos and 
other coun t ries i n a ccordance w ith 
the pol icy of peace, inclC'pcndence 
a nd ne ut ra lity of t he l' ingclom of 
L nos . 

T he wo rk of the .Provisiona l 
Go vernment or ~ at ional l.;nion in 
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the p~st ten month~. including 
the period in which Mr. P hou m i 
Vo ngYichit, of the pa t r io tic forces, 
acted as Prem ier during l hc 
<>.bscnce of P rince Sotn·anna Phou­
m a in France for medical treat -

• mcn t , has p rocccd ccl s mooth ly . 
t hanks lo the sp iri t of com pro· 
m ise and good will , :<hown by tlw 
go,·crnmcnt mem be rs bclongi n~ to 
th<' patr iotic forces <111tl t h e su p­
port gh·cn b y all strata of the 
popu la tion . 

.\ ;; t he N P CC is a lrrady n1 r ry· 
ing out its functions in the in­
terest ;; of the nation. t he I'C :"\ I · 
unan im ous ly rcfu!'ed permis~ion 
(o r the "Vien t iane Na tion:ll .h· 
sembly" - a u o rgan mask rmi ncl­
t' cl b y t he Vien t iane ul t ra-rig hl i<- t 
~ lcments - to hold i t s o rclin<H)' 
,.,es~ion on i\.Jay cc. r. 97.,. a nd i n 
J u ly i9 74. took the d eci!;'Ort lo 
clc' m<111c\ it s dis~olu t i on . 

Pe;in• a nd na.tiona l concor t l n r<' 
t he cherished aspir<>.tions o f all 
t he Lao peop le a s t hey n.re o bjec­
i i ve s a nd princi ples gu idi ng a l l 
t he ac ti vi ti C's of the Pro Yi sion;i I 
<;overmncnt of Nat'ona l u n ion. 
Thev recci \·e a c lear em bodim en t 
in ·the econom ic. cu I tu r;il ;ind 
~ocial life of the nation a.:; \ \ ' (·11. 

The 1974 annual T hal Luong 
economic and cultura l fair WM• 
held on October r6. u nd<'r tlw 
slogan "Peace. Conco rd and !),,_ 
vclopmenl " . .\t t h i'> fa ir ;ill 
a rlis tic pc rfo rmanccs consitl<'rctl 
to hr corrupted . unhcalt hy a nd 
u ncom>t ructi,·c. as put o n by 
foreigners in form er year;, , w('n· 
banned . 

Measu res to r:>.ise L ao nat:onal 
conscio us ness were a lso int.-odue­
ed in to the V ientiane cin f'm:i,, : 
t he p laying of J.ao ;;ongs, fi lrn 
comm en taries in the L ao language 
a nd salut ing o f the nat ional 
fl ag and th : ~I<ing's portrait. 

For t he schoo l year r974- r975 , 
a ll primary a nd second;:i.r y s chools 
in Vien tiane recei ved o rd e rs to 
te ach in L ao, a s was a l reaclv 
being done in t he libe ra ted arcri:i, 
:so a." to help to "relr;i~c L ;ios 
fro m the influe nce o f colon il'!. lis t 
cu lture and achie"<' a genu111e 
indepe ndence " (statem ent b y 
.'.\Ir. Ounneua P himmrisonc . Vice­
~fi nister of E ducation . :\ rt!':. 
Youth and Spor ts , at t he second­
a ry school teachers' conforc nc<' 
held in Vientiane in Octobe r l9 i -I·) 

D eeply concerned wi th t he i n­
terests of the people and w ishing 
to bring a gradual impro,·cmcnt 
of their li ,·ing stand ards, the 
PGl\l' has cnclea,·ourcd to m eet 
the legitimate demands of office 
and factory workers, whether 
worki ng for the administratio n o r 
for . \ m e:.-ica n , Thai or Lao -

own ~d e nle rpri ;,rs, for wage r: s1'~ . 
reductio n o f wor ki ng hou rs. human 
treate me nt. de moc rn t ic l ibe rties 
nnd the rc mm·;:ll of o fh:ia l;; o r 
managers who do not fo lio,,· ti:r 
~on•rnmcn l line- and arc ;iuthori­
t a r ian , corrupt o r ~e l f-i nterested . 

Jn fur lhern nce of i t s foreign 
policy of (l\·ace and ne utraF ty 
;ind the <'~labl i.,iunent o{ fricnd h · 
re la! io n..; on the l>a!'is o( the fi ,·e 
p ri nci pk..; o ( pea cefu l coex istence 
w ith any count ry rcgardlc~s of 
its •ocia l system, lhc Lao go,·crn­
m e n t ha~ rrcogn izecl tht· Re public 
of G ui nea Uis~au and c-stablis hed 
d ip lomat ;c re latio n;< w ith a num­
hc r nf countrie!\ , includi ng Cu ba . 
the De mocrat ic People ·s H cpublic 
of I<or ra and the Germ<111 Demo­
c ratic H e p nblic . 

T ho p c; 1 U sent ·~ de legat ion, 
lvd by '.\Lr . .Plio um i Vongvichit , 
V ic.c'- l' r\·rn ir r ;i nd Fo reign Min­
iskr, l ll <itt-encl t he z9lh Gene ral 
As-;1•111 \> l v llf thc UNO. AL that 
S•'"sion \J r . l' i;oum i Vnng ,·ichit 
1k lh ·t•n·d an impor tau t speech 
d 1;:1 ling \\ i th the pr<'scnl ;;; t uation 
in Lan,. , tl tt· succcssfo I fo rmation 
o f t ht' l'l ; NL. a 11d the .N l'CC. l he 
d omr ,.1. k a nd fo r,· ign policies o[ 
l.a o-; ;md its po l iticia l position on 
current m ajor p rob lems in t hc 
\\·odd. The ~pccch was su pported 
by t lw d<·lrgalc-;; of many countries . 

T\\O !'C'onomi1 d('icg<ltion -> o{ 
the· J>( ; ;\ 1 · lcd lw ministers So th 
l'hctra ... 1 and :--~on Sannanikonc. 
paid vi~it... to many countries in 
.h i a . :\ frica a nd Europe iu order to 
n rgol iatt aid ag rl!emcnts for L aos. 

Ovn the past year , the "t\PCC 
ha1< a lso been , ·cry acti , ·e. 1t held 
l wo rcgu lar st·•sions . 

.\ l l ht' {i;·"l :-.ession. last ing 
fro m April ! 1 lo :\lay zq . 197-1· 
it appoin ted a s tanding com m ittee . 
;1 secret :> r ia t and {ive com m issions 
and la id dow11 ru le~ fo r its inter­
n nl or~ani 7.a tion ;ind it s m e thods 
of wo rl< . I n nddilion lo its sca t a t 
Lnang Pra b;ing. it has set up a 
pe rma ne n t d e legation in V ien t i;:in e . 

13u t t he para m ount importance 
o f i i s fi r:- t ses .... 'on wa" its deba tc 
:lnd appro,·a 1 of the poii tical r eport 
madc (),· il:; Ch;iirma.n . P r ince 
Souph;111.ou vo11g. a nd its adoption 
of t h<' t R-poinl po li tica I p rogrnm­
m c ( r z po' nt c: on internal a nd 
6 points o n forcign affairs) and 
te mporary r<'gu \;.lion" on clemo­
c ra tic I ibcrti""· 
Thi~ pol ilic:1 l p rogramme ou t ­

line!'> the t!om ec:t ic po licy wh ich w ill 
rapi <l ly turn Lao;;, just emerged 
from a war unleashed b v l.iS 
im per i;:i )J c; m . 111to a cou nt ry · with 
a thr i,·ing economy a nd a <lcvel­
o pecl culture and education. 
whose people w ill be well-in form­
ed and enjoy a happy a nd 
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l:c;dt!iy Ji k . 111 fore ign (lffo ir• , it 
:dms a t making L:ios a genui ne­
ly indcp<·ndent and ncnlra I coun­
try, fn'e from any ou t~idc i nt c- -
fe r :nee :ind aggrcs,..ion. a country 
wl1ich will not take part in any 
milil: ry alliance but is ready to 
(',<I: b l'sh fri endly rrla l ions with 
::II countries irr<',,pect ive of ~ocial 
, ,-, tl'm on lhc ba~i-; of the five 
1;r!nciplcs of pt•accful cocxist<'nce 
an<I 10 accept ;1 icl from :111y coun · 
l ry as long a~ there arc no sl rings 
attached. 

T he political progrnmme advo­
cates that "the two i: ides 
must st rictly an<! fn lly apply all 
ihe above-mentioned lines nm! 
concrete polic ies in a ll lite local i­
ti es control led by them unde r the 
nnified leadership of the suprem e 
oq;ans of State created by the 
common accord o £ tho two sides : 
the Nat'onnl Political Council of 
Coalition (NPCC) and the Provi­
r;iona l Government of National 
Onion (PGNU). At the same time 
the two sides should continue 
n<'gotiations a nd discussions with 
(':ich other to find a correct solu­
t =on to a ll problems conce rning 
ll:<' two Fid<'s :.incl the two zones 
of control in the spi r it of equality, 
mutua l respect, uncler;;tancling and 
mu! ua l compromise without any 
co..rcion or elimination of one 
party by l hc other, with the aim of 
creating favourable conditions for 
lhe reconciliation, concord and 
uni ty of the nation." 

A!'sessing the work of the first 
;::c-. .;sion, in his mc-~snge sent on 
May 28 , r974 to Prince Soupha­
nouvong. H.M. the J{ing Sri 
Savang Vatthana s:iid: '' :\11 th<' 
resolutions taken by the National 
Political Counci l of Coalition a im 
a t bringing concord to l hc cnti re 
J .no people . creating an atmosphere 
in which equa lity can be achieved 
and making lhc Lno c i tizens 
throughout the country conscious 
of their responsibi lity. Briefly they 
enable the entirr Lno people to 
enjoy the sa me righl's and share 

the ":.me du ti<';:: ." 

Tl:<' ;:econcl >ession of the NPCC 
Leid from December 4 to 23, 197.1 
continnnl the di~cus~ions and 
m aclc impro\'ements in t he re!'O· 
lnlions taken at the first £ession 
and amended or abrogated some 
provi~ions in the existing law in 
o rder to bring them into line with 
th<' prc-;:ent ;:: ituation in Laos-

:\fter a tl·orough re-examination 
of this document and renewed dis­
cussions, the Provisional Govern­
ment of National Union, presided 
o,·cr by Prince Souvamrn Phouma, 
unanimously adopted the 18-poiut 
political prognimme on December 
15, f97-i· 

From now on, th i!! programmo 
ta kes its place as a nationa l 
document ot the J{ingdom of L aos. 
a compass which will guide a ll 
the activities of the PGN U a nd 
of a ll patriotic-minded Lao ei°lger 
lo build Laos into a peaceful, 
independent, free, unified, de­
mocratic and prosperous country. 

The successes gained by the 
PG NU and NPCC in the im ple­
menta tion of the Vientiane Agree­
ment and its Protocol and the 
acliio,·ement oi peace and national 
concord ba,·e been warmly w el­
comed bv all sections of the L ao 
population. )!any mass organiza­
tions have sent statements re­
questing from the GO\·emmcnt an 
early execution of the 18-point 
program and the temporary reg­
ulations on democratic liber ties 
and the dissolution of the "Vien­
ti;me National Assembly." 

Tn the zone under the control 
o[ the Vientiane side. whern the 
ultra· rightist authorities are still 
us ing int imidation agains t the 
inhabitants, causing injustice and 
corruption, the masses have ri!;en 
agai nst them - for instance in the 
mutinies at Ban Houei Sai in 
October and December 1974 and 
the rebellion ot the students, pub­
lic servants and people at Thak­
khek in January 1975. 

Am e rican Imperialism Still Clings to Its 
N e o-colonialist Designs 

Though the \ "i<'ntiane Agree­
ment and Pro tocol ha,·e bee n 
s ign<'cl the US imperia lists In.Ye 
not yet g· ,·en up their n<'ocolo11ia l ­
ist cle;;ign~ in Lao~ . There .uc 
sti ll Am<'rican and Thai milita ry 
aclYiser,, remaining in Laos under 
many aspects to take command 
of their L ao hench men and rec ruil 
more mercenaries and " local 
troop-; " (a<; a l S.i ylhani dis trict, 
v ;cnti;1nc jHO\·intc). Ti1c .• specia l 
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forces" formerly set up by tho 
Americans have not been disband­
crl ; on the contrary m any of 
their units have b een incorporat­
ed into the rightist a rmy. Amer­
ican war planes based in T hailand 
continue to fly over Laos . 

Many T hai army units remain 
in Laos . Besides those incorporat­
ed with the Vientiane army, many 
nthf' r;::. sta.tioned near Vientian<' 
<dong Road :-lo. r 3 and by th· •' !<pl'-

cial forces" units, mainta in their 
initial Thai formation. Thai offi ~ 
ccrs become commanders of units 
of tl·c Lao rightist army ; many of 
them have been captured in re­
cent operations to encroach upon 
tl~e liberated areas, in gambling 
houses o;.: in riots in tl:e capital 
city. 

These Tha i officers ha,·e 
worked clos<'ly with Lao rightist 
officers eiti'l'r in Lao!\ or in Thai­
land, in tl:eir attempts to sabo­
t:.igc the activities of t he PGJSU 
and NPCC. 

The Thai armed forces are still 
deployed in s t rength a lor>g the 
Thai-Lao front'er. They h:we 
crossed tl:e Mekong River on sev­
oral occasions to encroach upon Lao 
territory and d isturb the life of 
the Lao people m· shoot indi5crim ­
inate ly at the posit.ions of tJ-.e 
pfltriotic forces. 

Procldecl by the American~, on 
J anuary 13, r975. the Saigon au­
t hol'ities flew 38 sorties to b om ­
bard the liberated area of Se<an 
in Attopeu province. 

With the backing of the impe­
rialists, the L ao u ltra-reactiona­
ries, reprc~ented by Sirnuk Na 
Champassak and Sannanikone, 
have frantically opposed the Vien­
ti:.ne Agreement and its Protocol, 
the PG. U and the °NPCC. 

The military commanders under 
the orders o( these cliques have 
many times ,·iolatcd the cease­
fire and launched operations to en­
croach upon the liberated arca5 in 
the provinces of Sa"annakhet, 
Sayabouri, Vientiane,Champassak, 
Siphanclone and K hammouane. 
Their planes have f lown reconnais­
sance m issions over the liberated 
zone and dropped commandos and 
spies on many locali ties. On No­
vember 22 and 23, 1974, they 
bombarded the villages of Don 
Nhay, Na Coong Khan, Dante, 
I<cngdang, Huoingua (Phu V ieng 
clistrict, Savannakhet province) 
and they have bombed many 
locali ties in Upper and Central 
Laos. 

They have deliberately delayed 
I he planting of markers so that 
only 13 mnrking poles have been 
erected. 

According to a R PL repo~t. a 
source in the Vientiane side has 
revealed that the nltra-right ists 
arc laying plans for the return to 
Laos of Phoumi Nosavan, now 
living in exile in Thailand. 
They arc also considering sending 
Phoumi Nosavan's armed units 
and the CIA-paid "special forces" 
at present undergoing training in 
Thailand back lo the country 
wh<' rt' they will coordinate with 
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the ultra-righli;..t a rmy in sowing 
disorder and c,·C'ntunlly attempt 
lo cng\nel'i.. a coup d'etat in Vien­
tiane or Sa ,·ann:ikhet. With this 
C'nd in view, in ~<Wember 197.,. 
many unit-; of the 11l trn- right i~t 
forces were c!i~ratch<"d to th<' ViC'n­
tiane area in order to combine 
action "·ith thei1 unit" al Chinai­
mo. They included two battalions 
!'lationecl at ~luong ~loi . Xi<'ng 
Da and ~a Len~ l:incling place on 
the ~rekong Ri,·<>r wl;o \\ere sent 
on the pica of •· relieving tt:e 
Vientiane garri ;;on" . Two other 
battalion:>. clres~ccl in civilian 
clothe:>. were sC'nl to mingle with 
the ciYil;an population within 
the city in order to cury out 
spying activities and to pro ,·oke 
all pos!'ible diso rtkr and confu~ ion . 

'ow and then, on Uw flimsy 
pretext of " re~b t ing dcmonc;t ra­
tions", the right is t nlC'men ls con­
fined their trnops to barracks and 
kept them on alert a-; a means of 
creating tension in Vientiane-. 

.Many war planes wen: se nt 
from Sa,·annakl ct to Vientiane 
suppo;.;cdly for · · rcpnir " . Jn fact 
they had ;:ccl'ivecl order~ to be 
fully load C'd and ready to " take 
off at a moment 's no tice-." 

Following the decision to dis­
soh·e the "Vientiane ~ational As­
~cmbly" by the PGNR. Sanna­
nikone and Siso11k ia Champas­
!;ak set up th<' "Vic-ntiane Side 
Front " later chang<'<l into the 

FACTS AND EVENTS 

.. Combi ned Action Committee o{ 
the Vientiane Side·· with Si~ouk 
JSa Champas, ak as Secretary-Gen­
era l. Through this they hoped to 
rally the leading pro-l;S reac­
tionaries and a number o{ high­
ranking officers of the ultra­
rightist wing to oppose peace and 
nationa l concord. They spread 
rumours tl;at th<' military were 
opposed to the new go~·ernmC'nt 
and tl:al some army units of the 
ViC'~1t;ane side might stage a coup 
d'etat. 

There ha,·e b een repor ts that 
the reactionaries arc strengthC'ning 
thei r forces and recruiting sup­
port from tl:e l:S and Bangkok 
governments for a " scpara tc go,·­
e rn ment" in Sout h Souttern Laos 
a:; a counte rpoise to the PGNC. 

A number of rightist c lem ents 
who hold portfoli os in the PGNU. 
have refused to implement corrcct­
.l y the ro-point programm e of 
act ion which wa:-: unanimous ly 
approvecl b y the Gon~rnment 
Council in . .\pril 197.f· They arc 
refusing to execute the govern­
ment's decis ion to hand over 
:-om0 ministries lo the pat riot ic 
forces and only grudgingly cooper­
ate with the latter. 

With regard t o the 18-point 
political programme some of these 
elementsj have acted in a pre­
posterous manner. Fo1· instance 
thcv demanded the de letion of 
the -pas:;age saying: "The pro-

When Will DRVN-Thailand 

Relations Be Back to Normal? 
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THERE wns a time when the 
re la tions betwc-en tlw DRVN 
and t he Kingdom of Thailand 

werC' ve ry c los<'. ll was during 
the years immediately following 
World War l L T he DRVN had 
its rcprcscnh•I ion in Bangkok 
a nd tht' two count rit's stood 
together among th<" anti-colo­
nialist and anli-impniali::.t na­
tions in Sou theast Asia . doing 
their utmost to :,upport each 
othe r. 

Then. in T hni iancl. the s itua­
tion changed . The shadow of 
US impt·rialis m k ll over this 
country exposed both t0 L·s 
economic pcnct ration and to 

m ii i tary occupation b y G J s and 
the US.\ F squadrons. Thailand 
became an instrument :n the 
hands of 'Washington used to 
oppose the independence move­
ments of a ll nations in this 
region . from Korea to Indo­
china. The role pl2.yed by T hai­
land during the years of the 
Indochinese people's resistance 
to u S aggression was not a 
g lorious one. It was from mil­
itary bases in Thailand that 
l:S aircraft took off to sow 
death in ~orth and Soutll Viet 
Nam. C:tmbodia and Laos. rs 
weapons, stockpiled in Thailand. 
we re t ransported to US hench-

lractcd a nd valiant st ruggle of 
our people against the colonialist 
forces has wou grea l and glorious 
victories ." In addition they 
proposed to remo,·e a ll sentences 
a nd words alluding to imperiali!'m, 
nee-colonialism. t !:«' US, Thai land 
and tlw nation:il liberation mo· 
vement. They wanted lo annul 
Artick ·I of lhe political program­
me which st ipulate' that "de­
mocratic elections sha ll be held 
to comol idatc the o rgans of state 
power at village. di'<trict and 
pro\"inc'a I level." They a lso 
w;'.ntn l tn :;t rikC' out the passage 
which prohibits ownership of an 
acreage or l:.>ncl b<'yonrl the farm­
ing capacity of its pos:;c~sor. 

Such out ragcous clema nds show 
tha t lh(')' wanl lo deny the victo­
ry of the Lao peop le's national 
libe ra tion struggle', to maintain 
the ()[([ at111li11istr;tlive s tructure 
in the :1 reas u11der thei r control 
and lo <.:o n! i 11 uc· the foudal system 
of land ownership in order to 
serve the ends of U:e imperialists 
and the most reactionary com· 
pradorc bourgcoi~ , bureaucra t s, 
milllarists, and landlords . It 
goes without say;ng that these 
demands h:we been rejected. 

Afte r the return of :i\Ir. Phoumi 
Vongvichit, Vice-Premie r and 
Foreign )linister, from the UN, 
the u ll ra-righti!>t e lements spread 
the !.tory that the go,·ernrnent 
had not appro,·ed the ~pooch de­
livered at the General Assembly. 

men in Saigon, Phnom P enh, 
and Vienti ane' . Thai youths were 
recruited as m crcenaircs to fight 
in South Viet Nam and Laos 
for US interests. An ever more 
ferocious d ictatorship weighed 
heavily on Thai society. 

L·s nC'o-co lonia lism was a dis­
aster for the peoples of South­
ea,; t A!>ia, including the people 
of Thni land. The he roic s truggle 
01 the Thai people at last ove r­
thrc'w the dictatoria l milita rist 
yoke of the l:S puppet Thanom­
Praphas c lique, opening new 
prospects for T hai land's de,·elop­
mcnt. Coming after the conclu­
s ion of the Paris Agreement on 
Viet 1a m and the Vientiane 
AgrecmC'ni. on Lao~, this consti­
tuted a new victory of the na­
tional liberation mo,·ement in 
Southeast .\.sia. 

T he Thai government ha;; ex­
pressed the des ire to rC'est ?.blish 
re lations with the DRVN. How­
eve r. unli I now there has been 
virtual ly no progress in this 
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In fact the document had been 
read through, page b y page, by 
Premier Souvanna Phouma when, 
on bis way to New York, i\lr . 
Phoum\ \'ongvichit had visited 
him in r:rancc lo show him the 
speech . But this attempt of t l:e 
reactionaries ended in failure. 
After listening to the Vice-Pre­
mier's report on the act ivities of 
tl:e L::o delega t ion at the t; .N . 
Genern l Asst•mbly . t he Co,·ern­
ment Council. a l its meeting early 
in ~o,·ember 197,,. g;tve its unani­
mous approval to l ite acti \'itie;; 
of the delegation, inclucling t he 
speech of J\lr. P hou mi Vongvicitit. 

In the economic and fi nancial 
fi eld, although nothing to this 
e ffect h ad been S<• id by the L ao 
go,·ernm<'nt. t:S.\ ID spre;id a 
report which was later retai led 
by the reactionary pres:; in Vien­
tiane and Bangkok, that the !iip 
was about to be devalued and 
would drop from 840 10 1,000 or 
1, 200 kip to a dollar. Capitalizing 
on this situa tion, the local bour ­
geoisie withdrew a large amount 
of their bank deposi ts in Hp to 
grab a ll the good-; availl,blt.: in 
t he ma rke t, lo the total \'<tluc 
of 8 m ill ion dollars. Tl:c·n they 
med their powe1· to stop the im­
port of pri mary commodities ~o 
as t o create nn artificial shortage 
of goods. enabling them lo sell 
what they had bought up at 
exorbitant prices . T he Bangkok 
Post went so far as to hawk the 

connection. Wh~.t is the cause? 

The rea l reason is that the 
Thai authorities have not dared 
to look the facts straight. in t he 
face: the ob:stacle to the nor­
mr.lization of relations b etween 
the two countries lies in the 
Thai government's re fusal to put 
an end to its policy of collusion 
with the US in its scheme of in­
t ervention :md aggression in In­
dochina . Tha iland still let ;; the 
US maintain its troops and mi l­
itary bases on Tha i t erritory, 
t ransfer US weapons from Thai­
land to t he US lackeys in Indo­
china, and encroach upon the ~c­
curity and territorir.l integrity of 
the countries of lndochini> . . l\Iost 
recently, Thailand-based US 
planes have guided the Saigon air 
force in bombing the liberated 
areas of South Viet Nam . The 
Thai go,·ernment continues to 
t rain pilots for the Lon Nol c lique 
in Cambodia and the "specia l 
forces" in Laos. 
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news that a dolla r would be 
worth 1,400 kip, and this sent the 
market prices up b y 50% on 
average ,,·ithin a week. 

In order to sa\'e the popula t ion 
from loss as result of tha t fa ­
b rical<'<l de\'a luation, the PGNG 
took the re$Olution not to devalue 
th<' kip but lo work out a com­
p: ehensi\'e ph~•n to o\·e1-come the 
aftermaths of foe war ;1nd rc;'.d­
jusl mai ket pr ices . T he people 
" ·e;-e u rgt·d to accelerate produc­
tion and the exchange of goods 
bet wt l'n variom; regions. On the 
oll:er han<l , the PGN U called for 
t he :ts!'. i s h~ncc of fr'.end ly nal ions 
to restore <J nd de" clop the nalion­
a l economy and tt:ercby impro,·c 
the Jiving conditions of the people. 

At a time when the entire Lao:; 
population a rc tightening their 
belts to r ebuild the country, 
the Ministry of Finance, 
headed by one of the Vientiane 
side, without consulting any 
other members of the Govern­
ment, made known his decis ion 
to triple the existing ·sala ries of 
ministers a nd vice-ministers . 
Thi:; action has created difficulties 
for the Co,·ernrnent; they h ave 
been presented with a jait accom· 
p l i whici1 is causing jcalou~y and 
di!>uni ty e;;peci~tlly among civi l 
~en·ants. T he unila kra l decision 
was concelled only after a strong 
protest by th e representatives of 
the patriotic forces. 

By these acts of economic and 
financi:1 l sabot:ige, the rightist 
c lements wanl to create more 
difficu I ties and shift the blame 
for lhe high cost of Jiving on the 
PCN U . 

• • • 
ln the past two years , US 

neo-colonialisrn has continued to 
exert a cli->as(rou" influence on 
Laos by encou:·aging and fostering 
the rcaction:1 ry forces, setting 
them against the Vientiane :\gree­
mcnt and its Protocol :ind h inder­
ing t he acti vities of the NPCC 
anrl PCNU. But thank-; to the 
det ermina tion of the Lao people 
lo hightcn thei r vigilnnce, defend 
peace and independence and 
achieve national concord, develop­
ments in L;1os continue lo be 
favourable for t he Lao revolution . 

It is higll time that the US 
im pcr ia li!>ls and their flunkeys 
pondered over the warning of 
Prince Souvanna PJ1ouma \\·hen 
he sa id on November 23, 1974 in 
a. ceremony held at P athat pago­
da (Luang P rabang) that ''those 
wl~o do not want the restoration 
of peace and national concord 
should leave L aos as quickly as 
possible ~o that the whole people 
of Laos should have full scope to 
build their country freely in 
gcnuinC' p<'ace and nationa l con· 
cord ." 

January 1975 
KY SON 

T he Thai go,·errunent "ays that 
the military situa tion in Indo­
china requires the continued pres­
ence of US troops in Thailand . 
This a llegation cannot cover up 
t he fact that the presence of 
t;S aggressive troops on Thai 
territory r.ctuall y encroaches on 
the Thai people's national rights 
and jeopardizes the secu rity o f 
the Indochinese countries. 

to ry by foreign countries for 
dir~ct or indirect <:\ggression 
ag<'.111st the other. Tha t is, blunt­
ly. th:-.t. Thail<'.nd !ihould not 
a llo w the US to use its territory 
ag~inst the peoples of Viet Nam 
;i nd o ther Indochinese countries 

As has been strcs::ed in the 
DRV:N Foreign Minister 's notes 
to his Thai counterpart, the 
DRVN holds tha t the establish­
ment of good neighbour ly rela.­
tions between the DRVN and 
Thailand is b eneficia l to the two 
peoples and to the cause of peace 
and friendship in Indochina and 
Southeast Asia, and would con­
tribute to the creation of a zone 
of peace composed of independent 
slates in th is region. But these 
re lations shoud be b ased on t he 
principle of respect for each 
other 's national rights and pro­
hibition of the use of one terri-

lf t he T hai government shows, 
by prac t ical :tctions , its desi re 
to enterta in re la tions of friend­
sh ip and good neighbourliness 
with the Vietrn'.l11ese people and 
the government of the DRVN, 
t he DRVN side is prepared to 
meet the Thai s ide and discuss 
the normalization of relations 
be tween the two countries. 

T he pos ition of t he DRV~ is 
clear. It is hoped that the new 
government in Thailand will 
actively work towards a resto­
ration or the good re lations be­
tween t he two countries which, 
now as in the past, have a com­
mon struggk to wage against 
the designs o( Ute imperialists 

17 



Gaining Ground the 
• Thai Bi11h Province S ea zn 

L lKE other more ancient vi llages 
scattered up and clown thC' 
sea coa5ts of Viet )!;'.m, Thuy 

Tan, a , ·ili;\gc in Thai Binh 
province, has its s t r:i igh l rows of 
fi lao p ines, eucalyptus t reC'<; a.ml 
coconut-1:>.den palm<; m irrored in 
lhe sti II , .. ·ater of lhc c: .. n:'.\s, it" 
lane-> lined with brick hou~e' and 
thalchecl hn b;. Rut other signs 
show that it is :t new crcal ion : it 
h:>.s neither lite antique com muna l 
house nor the high stc•~plc of a 
church a nd there a rc no thick 
g ro ves of bamboo around its 
cluster of building.:;. All i t-; dwel­
l ing hou<;cs, gardens. school. in­
firmary, administrati ,.c offic<'s. 
storehouses, it s drying yard and 
fields have been neatly arranger! 
for the conv<'nicncc of lhc inha­
bitants' life ;md work. 

\.\:e travel lrd to Thuy Tau on 
a plaited bamboo ;;:11npa11 in con1-
pany with .:iiai D:rng Gian. the 
Chairman of the village .-\clmin­
istr:>.l i vc Committee. It was 
at the end of September a nd the 
sky was a limpid blue . Gi.<>.n , a 
short wizened and bthint•;;<;-like 
man over forty year-; of age. 
rowed us througl1 a c:·.nal lined 
with coconut p:ilms to :in im­
mense fi eld of blo~soming ru.;h. 

The drone of ;1n en~inc coal<! 
be her>.r<l. 

"The rush processing le<tm i:; 
trying out a tractor to make it 
ready for th<' han·est ". Gian 
s<1id lo u;; . ' ' Vl/c've ju.:;t inangu­
ratcd :'.n C'leclric lnins formcr 
station to supply PO''-·<'.- to about 
twenl) rusit-5plilting machine;; ; 
wgelhcr with the· tweaty other 
lrn.nd-operl'.terl ones we',·e got, that 
will m1'an we'll lmve enough to 
reap a. bnmpl'r rush crop. " 

When he was a bov . Gi:in had 
he;ird lhe his tnrv of· his native 
village - now .. the scltkm cnt 
lies eight kilometres inland but 
a century ago it \\-;ts p:'.rt of the 
b road expanse of lite sea. 

The form ation of h is ,. ; !lagc 
hacl bceu too far back for him 
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to hn.vc witnessed it b u t he was 
a ble to sec the expansion of the 
foreshore lying outside the pro­
tecting levee. Ea.ch time the 
tide receded, a wide swampy a rea 
covered with reeds and s hrubs 
by bc:nrc him , on wl>ich he 
p:\.:;tured his buffaloc" and ran 
aboul to catch crab ;; :Jll(l fi:;h 
until i iie tide was high. lles~m· 
lh:·it thr foreshore g rew wider and 
wider unlil i t spread a" iar as 
lhc eye could sec. Once a question 
came to his he:td : '' Sinc-0 the 
v ill;1gc is short of land why don't 
the pC'oplc pool thei r effods to 
bu :1c1 a dyke ancl p rotect the 
foreshore from the invasion c•f t;:e 
sea ? Then we con Id use these 
hundreds of hectares of fe rt ile 
soi l for cu ltivatioo. " 

Tlte que;;tion rema ined una 1H\\'er­
ccl. Al lhat time the connlry 
was unclor lhe rule of the colo­
nialists and fc ucla li-;l landowner-; ; 
the peac;a.nts had been completely 
stripped of their lan<ls. 

T wenty years pa5sed by, and 
il was only in 1960 thal Mai 
D~lng Gian's dre.·uu began lo come 
lruc. Under the la nd c learing 
programme carried out a l I over 
the country, the local pcoplc·s 
po,,·er worked out :>. plan lo gain 
ground from the ~ea . T hou <;1u1ds 
of youth "·ere mobilized from 
:tll ·the villages in t he province to 
build levees to keep oul the sea. 
Earth had to be c.•r riecl from 
fou r o" five kilometres :'.\\·ay. 
Then the work done by tho11~ands 
of lllC'n in Olll: day won Id be 
-.,\\·cpl away by lhe sea in on<' 
night. How fru :.lrating ! Without 
the help 0£ machines, the tug­
of·war between m :1 n and t he force:< 
of nature was a tough one. In 
:t poor and technica.lly b?.ckwa rd 
cotmtry. tom by man y year:< of 
war. it i;; natura l tlw.t hard 
work s t i 11 has to be doll<~ b y 
hands . .'\s all the worker« were 
of one mind, they were a ble 
lo get the uppe r hand of the 
W<'.VCs ; finally a levee n early 
.5 kilometres long wa~ bnilt to 
prntecl 300 heclarC's of land from 
the invasion o{ sea. water. 

I !owe,·cr. lhc di fficn It ies we're 
not over : \\'ho wou lei be willing 
to lc:-.,·e their hom<'~ . garden~ . 
ricePeldo; (j1J<,t 'H<'Sll'd back from 
the landlo rds a nd n.·cli:.lr ibutcd 
by the :.·evolution), thei r vill .1gcs 
g reen with bamboo groves ;•nd 
banyan tree::, their comm1111al 
honrn:>, to go :111<1 !'eltlc in an 
a llmline :-wamp ovc;·grown \\' ith 
reeds) \Vho cou ld guar;1nlec 
\h;\t ti1e new !-eltlcrs wou Id enjoy 
;'. better liie lhan in their old 
vi llag(', ti1e l\lOre so ~ ince they 
would ha , ·c to start from !'Cmtch 
0 11 previou~ly unculli,·atC'd l:· nd 
con'>lantly threatened by >Ca. 
waler ? 

On '.)ne tlay al the end of .\u­
tumn r962, a team o{ t\\elve 
.·nral cadre,; a nd Party m ember,., 
including )fai Dang Gian . lC' fl tl;eir 
homes ror lhc foreshore . Tlw ir 
c!C'te rminal;on con\'inced ;~bout 
forty pc; ~:rnls 10 follow them 
w ithin onl' month. A "lancl ­
c lear ing kam" w;1i; set up with 
the Party cell as core and t lw 
settlers worked out n p l:in of 
work. Bul great difficulli1•,; and 
hardships had to be m·c1-comc be­
~ore i t conic! b i' cani<·cl out. The 
ground lind to bC' le\'cllcd. weeds 
and reed<; pu lied up and the 
orientation of procfoction outlined . 
The aim in the long run was to 
grow rush . hul for the monlC'nt 
i l was nC'ccs~arv lo g~ow rice in 
order lo m l ve the foOcJ problem 
fo• no plans had yel been mack 
by tlw St:i.te 10 <:upply ioorl to 
rus h growl·r,; . 

The fir.-;! year wa<: a failure . 
Th<' rus h and rict' crops WL·rC' 
dC' ,·:"Lstatcrl by a great typhoon 
wh ich brok r tlic levee and flooclccl 
lh<' new fields w ith sea waler. 
~[any farmers including Party 
memb<'rs left for th,..ir old homes. 
"It's labour lost," they said . 

In r905. they were hil by n. 
protradC'<l drought: pl:ints wither­
ed i11 contact with sea waler. 
This time forly house-holds re­
turned lo their iwtivc Yill;1gcs : 
others w.·re wavering. Tht• aL 
mospherc was very tense . .-\rgu_ 
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ments broke ou t in the P a rty 
cell and m<'lss organizations. In 
the end, people c.i.me to the con­
clusion that it was n<'cessarv to 
stay wher<' the\· We're and hi.art 
ag.\:'n from ~cr:\tch . Tl·<'y ~<'l Ucci 
clown to the work of strengthen­
ing th<' Je,·ee. b:1ilt roads, dug 
ditches. w;L<>hed lh<' fi e lds ;uul 
creclC'd new huts . C:Hlrcs were 
~ent to lh<' villages to persuade 
tho;e who had left to continue 
their work. Li lli<' by little their 
li fe began to improve. Surplus 
peasants from othrr villages joined 
the ne\\. co\1)11y in grt·atcr a nd 
greater numbe rs . 

Encourag<'<l and hC' lpccl by the 
State. th~· st'l ll (·r•, frolll t<)6S on 
;;hiCt ccl <lefi 11 iliq;ly to lite g-row­
ing of rush . Each ~«·:1 r y i elds 
incr<'ascd - (1.6 tons prr h ccl:"I re 
in i90S; 9 ton:; in rq6r, r 1 tons 
in 1970 and 1 z l o n'i in rq74 an<l 
so, as a cons<'qurncc. did t he pras­
ants· incomes : z28 dong i11 r96S. 
3S9 don g i. n 1970 and even high­
er in r<>i-t· 

The settle r;; haxe every rea~on 
to belie , ·<' that rush is the most 
sui table c rop to grow in a llrnline 
and salty ~oils foL in :1ddili1J11 lo 
improving such soi l.; , it yil•ld-; an 
income high<'r lh:rn that of ric<' 
a nd is a nece:;.<;ary raw matC'ria\ 
for loca I h:1nclicrnfls. 

W ith •ts titre<' thousand inha­
bi tants , I.he new Thuy Tnn set­
tlement is fully qualified lo be­
come a village; it has a primary 
school and a junior ~ccondary 
school attendrcl'.~ by ~oo pupils . 
ma ny kindergartrn", ,, 111celing-
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hall, a 12-bed infirmary with 
two assistant doctors and tluee 
nurses, a public address s ys tem 
and an electric network. All its 
houses are roomy and rnlidly 
built. 

The boat took us lo the le,·ee. 
Gian itwitcri us to walk o n top 
o f it and haYe :\ look al the ~ea . 
The ebbi ng tide had laid bare 
:'.n immense marshv area. Point­
ing to some green sh rubs in the 
Ca$t, he i:aid : "B\· 1980, we 
sha ll build another ·dyke b eyond 
lhosc shrubs . This will gi,·c us 
an a rea double the presC'nl o ne ."' 

.. 
* * 

Th0 s horC' of Thni Binh, i1>ho11t 
fo rty k i lometres long, is cu t by 
lhrce r iver nwnths, Cu:t Ba. Lat. 
Cua Tra. Ly and Cua Song H oa . 
a ll mou ths of the H eel Riv<'r. 
Du r ing the rai ny sra<on, the fl ow 
o{ t he Red RiYer i:; 32.500 c u bic 
m r l res per second a nd its wale rs 
carry about 3 .5 kilograms of s ilt 
per cubic metre . The huge volume 
of waler empt'ed cYery year b y 
its Yarious branches i<; turned 
\y 1ck b,- ma rine curre nts a nd lite 
!-i lt is · deposited along the ;;ea.­
coa~t. Tn this wa\· thccoa-;tlin<' of 
Thai .Binh is graclua\ly adv:i ncinµ; 
into lhe sea forming: a kruk 
area of the size of a ,-ii lage (about 
500 hectares) e\'ery ten years. 
Two-thirds of the province has 
been formed by sill. History has 
it that. in 965-967, Ky B:.i. v il­
lage, now part of T h<ti Binh town 
and about forty kilometres inland . 
was then a seaport. 

For many ct•nluries, the reclaim­
ing o f thC' foresho re and the 
c leari ng o{ virgin lands in the 
hintrrlnnd were sporadically pra­
tisecl by individua l farmers or 
influential la ndlords or. in the 
13th to the 16th centuries, by 
prince's and m a ndarins . :\ s a. re­
s u It lhc work of reclamation b y 
dr:iinage was slow and il w:is 
not unti l lh<- thirties of th t· 19li1 
century lh<tl il began to be 
rC'garcJ,·tl as tlw b usi 1wss of the 
Slate . The imp<'lus for lhis wa'i 
provid(·d by thE' great poet, stra ­
l<-gi<>l and statesman Nguyen 
Cong Tru (1778 - il'>58) . (t) Nguyen 
Cong Trn 111 uster rcl pror people 
from many localities to r rclain 1 
the fon•shor<' of Tha' Binh and 
Ninh f3inh pro\'inccs and ~et u p 
the ne w d istri cts nr Tie n Hai and 
Kim Son. Th us ,,·ith in t wo years 
unde r his gu iclance, .10 .900 111a1~ 
ot frrt i I<' land l'ad been put und<'r 
cul tivation. 

1 lowcvcr .Nguyen Cong Tru's 
policy oi i::ivi ng lhc land to those 
who Imel c leared it was rejected 
by t he roya l court. Fleeced of 
their properly. I he peasants 
once again turm·d lo a wandering 
life a nd again lhe land lay fal\O\L 
.\fler the "colonization" of Viet 
Nam by lhc Frrnch the s it uation 
~n·w <'Ven more serious . For 
in,.tancC'. in th(· twenties of this 
century on·r one thousand pea­
-;:mt~ of Tnn Hoi canton, Thai 
Thuy di~lrict (at that lime Tha i 
Ninh district) o n the Thai Binh 

(1) Sec· Viet Sam Co1!ricr ~" q. 
July r973. p. 15 . 

A rush processing 
workshop of the 
Tlmy Tan farmi ng 
cooperative 
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coast, spent 140,000 Indochinese 
piastres and a whole year of hard 
work to build a sea wall, giving 
them i,500 matt of fertile Janel 
for cultivation. But in 1938, 
with the protection of the then 
French Senior Resident, two 
brothers of a bourgeois family 
in Ha noi brazenly seized that 
land. The peasants, finding them­
selves turned into tenant farmer::, 
left the land and land reclama­
tion in the c;inton returnc-d to 
be ing disorganized and sporadic 
in character. 

Afte r the ,·ictorious war of resist­
::i.nce against the French. North 
Viet Nam has embarked on eco­
nomic restor~llion and develop­
ment, and Thai Binh, an en tirely 
agrarian province, poor in land 
but dense in population (800 pe r 
square ki lometres in 1955, the 
highest density in No rth Viet 
Nam), was faced with m:-.ny prob ­
lems among them the nee-cl to 
push a.head with the policy of 
land reclamation. This was stre::s ­
ed in the economic deve lopment 
programme drawn up by the 
Tha i Binh Party Committee. 
The results of this programme 
have been good: within the last 
ten years, through the construc­
tion 0£ SC\·enty kilometres of 
dykes. Thai Binh bas wrested 
from the sea nearly two thousand 
hecta res of fertile land. On th is 
land four new villages and an 
agricultural farm have bec-n set 
up, :.:nd thousands of beet.arcs of 
salt marshes have b een drained . 
After r970, with the c-stablish ­
ment of the Provincial Economic 
Committee, this work of reclama­
tion was intensified .. -\ reclama­
tion programme was drawn up 
and has b egun to b e implemented. 

• • • 
In this region of the fores hore, 

rush is the m ain agricu ltural 
product. Although these alkaline­
salt swamps m ay be said to be 
t he natural habitat of rush, this 
does not mean that it docs not 
grow on those soils lying deep in 
the hinterland usua llv reserved 
for rice. ln f:1ct the 'total land 
planted with rush in North Viet 
Nam reaches an area of three or 
four thousand hectares . 

The origin of r~sh-growing in 
the province o"f T hai Binh is 
unk nown, but according to the 
inhabitants of Hoi village, Hung 
H a district (North of Thai Binh), 
the pl:~iting of rush mats was 
introduced into that loca li ty as 
early as the I5th century. Thus 
rushes were a lready growing at 

lO 

Rush mats for export 

that time, b ut, according to 
the documents of the provincial 
agricu !tu ral service, their cu lti va ­
tion as a crop elates back lo no 
more than seventy years ago. 

Jn Thai Binh province itself 
2,000 hcclii res a re rc~crved for tl~e 
planting of rush, and this supplies 
a flourishing local industry. A bout 
fifty diffe rent kinds of rush mats 
are made and 150 other articles 
for home needs and for export. 
Each year, m i llions of rush 1n ab 
from T hai Binh arc exported - in 
1972 seventy enterprises turned 
out r.7 million mats a nd millions 
of square met res of rush rugs -
to the Soviet Union, China, Cze­
choslov:1kin, Bulgaria, Poland, 
the L ebanon, France... Rush 
mats of a ll ki nds were exhibited 
a t the Leipzig and Hong I<ong 
fairs, and twenty-,;ix different 
varieties were found s ui tal>lc for 
export. The rush mat is a cen­
tral item in the house of all Vie t­
namese fami lies. Frcim his womb 
to h is tomb, it can b e said that 
every Vietnamese sleeps on a 
rush m a t. 

In Thai Binh we met an aged 
man who had returned from New 
Czleclonia; we found his story 
very moving. Afte r long )'Cars 
living in a foreign land, he m;>.­
naged to buy a pafr of rush mats 
from his nat ive country. His chil­
dren, born abroad, were at a loss 
to unde rstand how that slender 
plant growing on marshy -flats 
along the sezcoast cou ld make 
s uch beautiful mats! For him , it 
was the first time after many 
decades living far from the cou ntry 
that he could lie on a rush m at. 
That night he could not s leep . 
He remembered the days when he 
was the same zge as his children, 
how his father would get up so 

ea rly, wearing nothi ng but a rush 
c loa k fastenrd round the waist 
with a jute rope a nd go to the 
fie ld to work for the landlord. 
Toiling alone to rear him and his 
s ister (h is motlier was dead), one 
day his fathe r collap~ccl and dierl. 
T l•e body of the old man was 
wrapped in :t torn rush mat (In 
Vie t Nrim to b e buried in a mat 
was a s ign of extreme poverty). 
After Tet, he and his s is ter follow­
ed their fellow vii lagers to Hai­
phong whe re they c-mbarkcd a 
ship going to New Caledonia. The 
on ly thing they had lo remind 
them oi t heir native bnd was a 
ru~h-plaitr, l bag which had con­
tained a few rags for their own use . 

As a roofi ng m ateria l, in place 
of thatch ancl tile, rush has proved 
to be a 111o ~t resist<t nt plant with­
sl:mding even fierce storms, last­
ing up to t hirty ye: ~rs and keeping 
houses at an even temperature in 
a ll seasons. 

Rush is :tlso used in light indus­
try for the m anufacture of non­
absorbent pnper, cement bags and 
cardboard. 

In such a. dense ly popula ted 
province as Thai Binh, t.he growing 
of rush and ma king of rush articles 
is a n outlet for the employment 
of tens of thousands of people 
espcci;>.lly those unckr and over 
the age to do farming "·ork. 

In the delta . csp~cially in a 
province like T hai .Binh with its 
fairly ach·anced r icc-grO\\·ing tech­
niques a si ngle hectare more can 
make an enormous difference. 
J loweve r rush will not encroach 
upon t he rice-planting a reas; on 
the contrary by enriching these 
allmline and sally soils of the 
seacoast it will en <'.ble thousands 
of hectares to b e eventually given 
ove r to rice. Meanwhile its culti-
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vation will be extended to meet 
the requirements 0£ home con­
sumption and export. 

• • • 
The growing o( ru<;h on the 

foreshores is m ade po~l'iblc partly 
thanks to the forest of mangroves 
which protects rush from the 
battering of lhe ,,·aves. at the 
same time retaining and ac­
celerating the deposit of silt. 
We read in ~he local paper an 
arlicle by an ag-.-icu I tu rat en­
gi necr speaking of the high va lue 
and utility of mnngroves, <L sea­
side plant up lo now unknown to 
most people in Viet Nam. Accord­
ing lo the author, one hectare of 
mangrove will yiclcl atter ten 
years three thousand cubic metres 
of firewood which cnn be made 
into an excellent charcoal {one 
ki logram of mangrove wood pro­
duces 7,000 calorics). The fic;her­
men in Thai Binh told us that in 
the past foreign mcrclrnnt ships 
use to call at our porls lo collect 
m angrove berries and wood-but 
for what purposes. nobody knew. 
Finally a nrnn from Thai Binh 
who ventured to Hong Kong 1.o 
earn a living, reported that the 
mangrove wood fetched by those 
ships flying the union Jack wa..-; 
in great demand in Hong K ong 
for domestic healing as it pro­
duces little smoke. 

An article which appeared in 
1928 in the review "Indochina", 
published in Indonesia re,·ealed 
that mangrove wood gives a high 
quality pulp (46% starch) for 
the making of paper. 

The Institute1"of Food, Hygiene 
and Epidemiology has just pub­
lished an analysis of the food 
composition of the mangrove 
berry, disclosing that the fruit is 
second only to rice and maize in 
starch content (48%). 

T he Economic Service of T hai 
Binh province bad made an ex­
periment which sho\\·cd that pigs 
fed on mangrove meal increased 
weight as much as those fed on 
rice bran. As a single hectare of 
mangrove gives about twenty five 
tons of berries Thai Binh, with 
i b tens of thousands of hectares of 
coastal areas, cou ld easily become 
a great supplier of animal feed. 

The mangrove b mTy a lso con­
tains a high percen tage of tannic 
substance indispensable for the 
chemical industry . 

In addition mangrove flowers 
are considered b y bee-keepers to 
be as sweet as other fragrant 
flowers. Every yea r from May to 
Ju I y, thousands or swarms of 
bees would fly to Tha; Binh from 
various directions to suck their 
pollen. Now the province posses­
sc:> only a few thousand hectares 
of mangroves, yet the flowers are 
enough to feed about 2,500 swarms 
of bees. In the last two years. 
the State bee-keeping enterprise 
in Thai Binh has collected over 
20,000 kilograms of honey. 

On these swampy coastal 
districts, the mangrove has 
forme rly gro\\·n wild. But in 
recent years Thai Binh has step­
ped up its cultivation; today 
look ing do\':n from the air or 
across from the sea, you will sec 
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in front of the green line of filao 
pines and coconut palms a wide 
expanse of mangroves stretching 
from Tra Ly to Ba Lat . 

Even when Nixon was block­
ading North Viet Nam's coastline 
with his mines in 1972, four 
tree-planting teams and thousands 
of co-op members braved the 
danger in order to plant man­
groves over 1 ,ooo hectares on the 
bare islet of Vanh in the mouth 
of Ba L at River. 

The m:mgro,·c forest on Vanh 
islet is spreading farther and 
farther into the sea and wi ll 
retain the sill carried by the R eel 
River. In the not too distant 
future, the bell o( Janel so formed 
will link the is let to the mainland. 
ln r97,~ alone, an afforestation 
team o{ Tien Hai district p lanted 
6oo hcctaTcs of maugrovc around 
the islets and the haughs of the 
Red Hivcr. 

• • * 

"By 1980, Thuy Tan will 
have an area double the present 
one." This parting word uttered 
by Mai Dang Gian gave us food 
for thought a ll through our 
return trip from studying the 
Thai Binh coastline. The acreage 
of farmland will increase not 
only at Thuy Tan but at other 
villages and districts. This means 
that for the good of the economic 
development of this heavily popu­
lated province every possible 
resource whether from mangrove, 
rush or rice will be tapped. 

Cambodia : New Arms, New Crimes 
AMONG the US wnr gadgets recently put to use 

in C.•.mbotlia, there is a new type of bomb , 
the CBU-55, wh ich abo;orbs o:-..-ygen and des­

troys life within a radius of 32 metres around its 
point of impact. Bombs of this type have been 
dropped a long the banks of the Mekong. 

In a statement to denounce lhis new crime, the 
RGN UC Ministry for Foreign Affairs has stressed 
that "in its savage war against the Cambodian 
people the Ford-Kissinger Administration is thus 
unleashing an c;;calation of horror in its crimes of 
genocide and is using Cambodia as a field for the 
experimentation of new extermination arms." 

Efforts arc now being made by Washington to 
get Congress approval of an additional military aid 
of 222 million dollars and a " food aid" of roo 
million to the Lon Nol clique. Congress a pproval 
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of this demP.nd will open the way for the introduc­
tion into Cambodia of death engines perhaps even 
more horrible than lhe CBU- 55. 

To cling to its desperate po-;ition US neo-coioni­
alism is m aking careful studies for the production 
of new arms of the most deadly possible kind. 
These arms will not only be used against the Cam­
bodian people, but against ~lll the peoples of the 
Third World. 

Peace- and justice-loving people throughout the 
world should redouble their activities in the struggle 
for an end to the US war of aggression, to demand 
respect and recognition for the fundamental national 
rights of the Cambodian people as expounded in the 
March 23, r970 five-point statement of the Cambo­
dian Head of State Norodom Sihanouk . 
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Who 

Pm OH to 1965, :\!rs . Ngo Ba 
T hanh wa-. not yut knO\\' Jl to 
t h<' g<'1tt: ra l publ ic or only in 

:t r ;1ther modest way. Now a nd 
t hc·n, reading the Saigo11 m agazine 
}o!trnal d'Exfrrme Orie11t l came 
: .cross :;rlicles signed ·• Mr:;. Ngo 
Ba Thanh·· dealing exclu:;h ·cly 
with culture bul wi th a deep 
content and written in a ve ry 
elegant styk. :ilfany Sa igon intel­
lectuals high ly appreciated lier 
F;-ench writing<;. I was interested 
in finding o.it who she was, and 
after deta iled inqui ries, I learned 
that she was a daughter of 
Dr. Pham Van Huycn. Her mai­
den name was Pham Thi Thanh 
Van, and s he was married to 
veter inary Doctor Ngo Ba Thanh, 
former Director o{ the Saigon 
Fishery Service. She held:; th rt•c 
Doctorates in Law from F rance, 
the United Slates and Por tu gal. 
Mulli lingu:il, she was a professor 
at t he Sa igon Uni versity's F acult y 
of L aw, and every year she used 
lo go to F rance to t each for a few 
months a t u unive rsity r un by 
UNESCO. 

Not until 1965 d id she fu lly 
make her public appe.uance wbcn 
the Mobilizing Conuuittee for 
Peace, in co-ord ination with the 
~fovement for National Self­
Dct erminalion founded by lawyer 
Nguyen Long, held a press confer­
ence at the rl1a11h T he Hotel and 
invited her lo help as interpreter. 
1 need not recall here C1c re pres­
sive actions taken by the Saigo:i 
admini:>tration :ig:t inst the a bove 
o rganizations. 

I only want to recal I tl1~ll after 
her fi rst release from jail, Mrs. 
Ngo Ba T hanh engaged very 
actively in the struggle move­
ments in Sa igon, especia lly the 

2l 

• 
IS Mrs. Ngo Ba Thanh ? 

(By Thieu 5 011, a Saigon writu of the 1'h illl Force, p!tb/ished i?1 
Paris 011 .fanttary 2, 1975 iu Mi en Nam di t o i (Sort th Viet XaJJ! .-fd­
t·a11res), vrga11 of Vie t11a111cs<' >'esidrnts i11 Fra?1rc. ) 

movemeni. of students, a nd was 
m any t imes thrown into p1· i ~on. 
Iler husband lost h is post as 
D i recl:or of the Fishery Sr:r v icc 
and she herself lost he r p rofcg­
l'Or's chai r a t the F aculty of L aw 
and a lso her post as lectur er al 
the UNESCO university in P a r is . 

Students and other young p eople 
look upon ber as their eldest 
sister, and many m ale politicians 
in Saigon fee l ashamed at lhe 
exam ple of courage given by th is 
won1an . 

One day, I was invited lo an 
intcn·iew she granted at ;>. friend's 
huuse where I met many o ld 
friend:. o f m ine such as lawyers 
Nguyen Long and T ran 1'.llgoc 
L ieng. This was at fi rs t intended 
as a secret interviuw b y a fo1·e ign 
TV company . Before t he in ter­
view, we suggested tha t he r name 
be w it hhe ld for security rc~lSOns . 
" vVhut's the use of this in terview 
i f m y name is with held ? " she 
stormed. Then she told he r full 
name, and said how m any t imes 
she ha<l b een ja i led for her fi gh t 
for peace .i.nd for condem ning tltt: 
d ictatoria l a nd war like Saigon 
admiilistratiou . H e r bravery is 
something I could not hope to 
imita te l 

She succeeded in winning the 
cooperation of the Buddhist nun 
H uynh L ien and t he ~ionk Super­
io r of Ngoc P huong pagoda in 
Gi:i. D inh province, where they 
otten hdd teach-ins, meetings an d 
cult ural activities. L a rge numbers 
of people crowded t hese ge t­
toget hers, among them many fie ld 
poiiccmen. S he a lways invited 
me to s uch gatherings. Each t ime, 
I slipped in to the pagoda l hrough 
the police cordon, m y hea r t was 

.Hrs . .\'go Ha T hau/i a t 
u f)l'tJSs co11/c re11ce 

throbbing, for l was one of t hose 
mos l l\' rrified of going into ja i l. 

One day, the p res-; reported 
t hat the National Front for 
Liberation had sent t.o the Paris 
Con~ference a certain lady named 
Pham Thi Van (Foreign .'.Ylinister 
Nguyen Thi Binh s p;iva te secre­
tary - Ed). The National Police 
Headquarlc-s summoned :\Ir. Ngo 
Ba T i1anh and asked.him whether 
his wife was al home. Although 
his answer was affirmative, they 
did not believe him ~111d demanded 
that she sboul<l go to them . Only 
when they actually saw her would 
they believe that the NFL woman 
simply had the samP n:1m~ as 
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h<'r:>. They hm-ried to \'Oice _thei.~ 
rcgrd :.; . " No nc<·<l to apolog1zt', 
"he s napped. '' l jn~t w:rnt to ask 
you, gentlemen : fo;· \\ hal re:~-;011 
<lid you arrest me t hC' prenous 
times? W ao; il b<'cau<;C' I s truggled 
for pe:lC<'? :\! .- . T hieu himself 
recently decla n!d that. he, t.oo, was 
a ttached to peace. W hy don't yo;i 
a n-est him ? ' 

Embarrassed, the police chiefs 
l'n t reated her to :,ay nothing 
mm·,., ancl politely in\'il1:d her to 
go honi<' . 

E ach time !>he went into jai l, 
rhe pri c;o11 a uthorities wanted he:,· 
to enjoy speci.al treahnent, an<l 
tried to k C'cp her away from other 
women whom ih<'y dubbed "Viet 
Cong." But she :dways insisted 
upon b eing detained :unong tl:c 
lat tcr , in order to share a ll the_1r 
hardships . She joined them m 
singing a nd gave classes and 
bdore Jong hacl won the1 r hearts. 
Somd imcs, she was separated 
from t hem and confi nccl :done. 
W hC'n l w:1s in Cl11 Tioa, she was 
jai led together wi th ;'.! is'< T ran 
Thi L <tn. E,·c ry night, however. 
they both managed to communicate 
with lhe other rooms to bolster 
the morale of othe r prisoner::. 
Even when sh<: \\'a-; le ft alone 
a:lter T r:tn T hi T .an wao; taken to 
Thu Due, we ~till hcuxd her 
communicating to us e,·ery night. 

One day, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Due director or the Chi Ho:t 
Centre, summoned her to his 
office. At the s ight of a picture 
of Nguyen Va n T hieu, she struck 
it with her sandal, smashmg both 
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the frn.me and the glass into 
p ieces. S c:i.red out o{ hi <; w1 b , 
Lie utenant-Colone l Due ent re ited 
hN to cool down :rnd quickly 
clcan.:d the mc.>s, {or fear o{ l>eing 
~A•ckcd if the incident was reported 
to his supe riors. 

Lat.er, the same p;-ison direct.or 
lolcl a clear {riend of his: ":\I r,, . 
Ngo B.1 Thanh is a.n upper-class 
intellectua l. Sl.Je's got all shl' 
1weds to lead a We o·( plenty. 
~ow that s he choo.;e :> to struggle 
and has to go io ja.i I for that, 
she is not acting in he r own 
intcre,,ts, but for the sake of the 
nation." These words from a 
prison lord showed tha~ he \\:a;. 
not a. bad rn:>.n at a ll ! Umortu nate­
ly, he is no-.,· impr isoned i11 Chi 
Ho:i. for being b ribed into k•tting 
prisone rs escape ! 

At fir,.t, Mrs. Ngo B:i. T lta nh 
coll:'.borated with la\\'ye r Trnn 
::-Jgo.: Lieng in forming t he l'r?­
g ressivc National Forces a nd 111 
regula rly publishing the re view 
lfoa Ciai (Heconciliation). T hen, 
by her own :;he founded . t~e 
Women's :\lo vement for t he H.1gnt 
to Live . and la t e r on, atlhc·r(·cl to 
the Front for P eace. Of late-, 
to«cthe r with he r rricmls, she has 
fo~nded the People's O rga11i7.a iio11 
for the Implementation of lhe 
P.tris Agreement. 

She has not only puticipatcd 
in all these movement:; but i-> 
their most active and most courn­
o-cous member, and so <le.served 
to b e considered a leader o'i the 
Third Force. 

llec:rnsc s ite stood fi rm on her 
po .•ition, ,,he wc11l on a lrnngcr 
strike in protest ;tg:unst her 
rdt«l'>e to lhe Pro vis iomtl H.c \'o lu­
!io n:.rr Govcr11mcnt (in eally 
H)73-1~·d.) ... In \' ie\> oi he r high 
pr..,,,t igt· at ~1011!c and 111, _ the 
world tht• t;. 1on.:cd :\Ir. l l11cu 
lo ~ct' her fret· in Saigon . S ince 
then, she has been ,·cry act i\'C in 
a II ;,l ruggk•s . 

Slw sufC.:r,, :rom chronic astiJma, 
:ind 0J1en st'cmc<l to be breathing 
he r Ja-.t when she gol fits o! it. 
She lold mc lhat she !tacl lo lake 
hydro-::ortison. S he said, "J know 
it's toxic, bul t!1c;e's 110 alte1·na­
t i \'(' . " 

,.\ m:ckd by sickness nnd this 
toxic 11H'd ic i11l'. a nd thrown into 
jai l lin11· and agaia, she keep;; on 
ill\·olvin" il<'rself 1n the s t ruggles 

" . " l I ~or peace. The :-.: 11.:rn1ce,, ,, 1c las 
bct·n e1Hlu ring a rc so great that 
nobody .:a n de11y tlwm . _-\,, far <~S 
sl r 11"""le i-; conce rned, she is 
h·avi'~g 11w i'.<1 r bchi11d. Her 
husband is a very kind man, ;Uld 
he loves hcr very m uch. H e 
brougl 1t he r food · ~uid . o~hcr 
necessit ie s when she was Ill pd. 
She h:~s more than once m :>.d e him 
W<'O:p, but. it is thanks lo her tl;:•t 
hi-; name is kaown o,·er fn ·e 
conti11<'nl -> . 

]n my opinion, he should be 
proud of h:i,·ing a wiie like her. 
,\nd the Victn:.nH•se nation a lso 
i-; proud oi ha\'ing such a daughter 
worthr o; the two Trung Sisters 
and o·f Lady Trieu (Victnarnes<­
na lional )1eroine-; - Ed). 

TJIJ EC SO); 

.Hrs. .Y:;o Ba Tlm >1h 
m·{!illg the r.:Jwir111c1 u ,,; 
lite Sai!(Oll Lo;,.1, r llc1•:;e to 
f(O i11lo lite street to m eet 
the pe<Y/Jle (Sept . r<_,;.v . 
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Aspects of US Neo-Colonialism 

"Agrarian Reform" 1n South Viet Nam 

FOR centuric.~, the central prob­
lem in Vietn:u11ese society 
has been the agrari:rn ques­

tion. 

Before the A ngu<;t 19 15 Hcvo-
1 u tion, the agra ri:m !<itualion as 
regard<> ownership or land iu 
South Viet Nam was as follows: 

- Land owned by local 
landlords (about r.5 million 
hectares), French settlers 
(about 775,000 hectares) and 
religious communities (mainly 

Catholics) 2.3 million ha 65.7% 
-Communal 
land o.~55 - 5-7% 
-Land be-
longing to 
pc~1sants r .o 

3 .5 (r) 100 

The August r945 Revolution dis­
tributed to the peasants almost a ll 
the communal lands and 650,000 
hectares confiscated from the 
landlords. Meanwhile, land rent 
was fi xed a t 10- r 5% of the crop. 

Under Bao Dai and Ngo Dinh Diem : 
Maintenance of Landed Proprietors 

During the first resistance war, 
the Bao D:>.i government dealt 
with the agr:~rian question in the 
French-contmlled :1reas in four 
decrees dated June '1 • 19 53 : 

Dec,,ee No. r9 : defining the 
ways to take back land already 
allotted but lying fallow or ille­
gally rented out. 

Decl'ee No. 20: fixing kind rents. 

Decree S o . 2r : fix ing the limits 
of landed property. 

Decree .\"o. 22 : defi ning the 
rights of those who received 
incomes derived from firm land . 

These measures, which were 
drafted at a lime when the French 
expeditionary corps was suHering 
heavy defea ts, were purely dema­
gogic moves. Dien Bien Ph u swept 
from North Viel Nam bolh lhc 
F rench expeditionary corps and 
the puppet government with its 
"agrarian reform . " 

After the Geneva Agree men ts, 
Ngo Dinh D i.<'m, instigated by lhe 
Americans, continuf'<I an<! surpas­
sed the work begun by Hao Dai . 
His "agrarian reform " . raised to 
the rnnk of State pol icy, was made 
concrete in the fo llowin~ decrees: 

Decne No. 2 of Janua ry 8, r955 
recalling Decree No. 20 of r953 
and dealing with the level of land 
rents, with a small amendment 
on the rates of land rents. now 
fi xed at a minimum rate of 15% 
and a maximum of 25% instead 
of a single rate of 15%; 

Decree No. 7 of Febru<'. ry 5, 1955, 
replacing Decree No. 2z of 1953 
and fixing the conditions of ex-
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ploitation of private lands and 
communal l?.nds left {allow ; 

Decree No . 57 of October 22, 
1956, defining the conditions of 
the actual "agrarian reform " : 
each landowner was allowed to 
own a ma.-ximum of roo hectares, 
the remaining being "expropriat­
ed" and indemnified at "current 
prices ", that is compulsorily sold 
at current prices to a third pe rson 
or to the St.·ue which would r esell 
1 t to those who were in need o{ 
l;md. T hat measure wa<; ouly 
applicable to rice-gro·.\·ing areas 
and not to land used for industrial 
crops or other economic or extra­
economic :~cli\·i ties. 10% of the 
value of foe land W<ts paid to the 
la ndowners <ts compensation in 
cash, the remaining 90% in 
twelve-year tre;•.sury bonds. Each 
peas?.nt family which received 
•' expropriated" lands was entitled 
to buy only 5 hectares at the 
most, the price of which, calcu ­
lated on the basis of the indem­
nity paid b y the State, had to b e 
handed over within six years. 
These lands could not be ;-esold, 
mortgaged or rented for a period 
of ten years. 

That " agrarian reform " was 
car ried out in two stages : 

- Lega lization of the relations 
between landowners and peasants 
(Decrees Nos. 2 and 7) by defining 
the system of t enancy on p ri vate 
l:inds or communal lands left fal­
low with a fixed rate of land rent. 

- Limitation of the size of 
large estates while helping land­
own ers to sell their surplus land. 

1 n their essence, l'go Dinh 
Diem 's dt·crces on .. agrarian re­
form ' did not go any farther 
than tho,,e of Bao Dai, the 
supplementa ry dispositions and 
amend ments dealing only \\·ith 
<kt:-.ils . They were s imply a Viet­
nam ese vcr,.,ion of the yejon11ist 
' 'ngrarian reforms " already ap­
ph·cl in the Philippines, Formosa 
and in other Southeast Asian 
coun t ,·ies. ln South Viet Nam, that 
" agrarian reform " W<Ls not jus t 
a b lg step backward, i l had a de· 
finite ly co1mtcr-revoltttionary clwr­
;•.i; tc r a imed a l tkmolishi11g the 
g::i ins made by the peasant m asses. 
W hereas B;:10 Dai's ":•.grarian re­
forms " was nothing more th:'.n 
an empty promise thrown out in 
a completely desperate situation, 
th:o.t of go Dinh Diem was a 
re:\ctionary manreuvre aiming on 
the one hand to m ake a fronta l 
attack on the peasants in order to 
deprive t hem of the fruits of the 
August 1945 Revolution and main­
tain the monopolization of the 
land by local l;mdlords and French 
and American settlers; 011 tlze other 
to carry out a demagogic and de­
ceit1 u l propag;inda among tne 
peasant mas~cs in order to conso­
lidate t he puppet regime. 

T he reaction of the injured peas­
ants W :I.'> not s low in con:iing. 

From r959 onwards, the concert­
ed uprisings followed by the 
fou ndation of the South Viet Nam 
National Front for L iberation 
swept away " strategic hamlets ", 
" agricn 11 u ral sett lcment zones " , 
"prosperity zones", and libernt· 
ed four-fi flhs of the nationa l 
territory. A new agrarian reform 
was set in action and by the end 
of 1965 the NFL had distributed 
r ,650,000 hectares among the peas­
ants, who possess 50% of the 
the land under cultivation {or 72% 
of ricefields or 70% of the land, 
occupied by large landowners). In 
the liberated zone, the l<tnd renls 
which a re s till m aintained are 
fixed at 5%· 

T he general of fensi \'e launched 
in :968 hy the l iberation armed 
forces shook the Saigon regime 
to its roots. 

By the end of r968, over 2 mil­
lion hectares or land had been 

(r) 3 million lze'"ctares in Nam Bo 
and 500,000 hectares in Tnmg Bo. 
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distributed to the pe:).sauts, or 00% 
of all amble land. Distribution 
was continued aft.er the Paris 
Agreement of January 27, 1973 
wilh 1551000 hectares allottrd in 
1973. , 

Almosl all the landlords fled to 
the towns; with lhc NFL land 

clislribution, the liqu idation of the 
feudal landowners as a class and 
as the social basis of the puppet 
regime in lhe countryside has now 
been achieved. The reactionary 
rur:i.l administration has been 
sh:i.ttered. The regime has lost its 
main support in the countrysioe. 

Nguyen Van Thieu and the " Land to the Tiller" Law 

Something had lo be clone to 
rctrie,·e that situation, to c reate 
<1 ne'" ~ocial basis, a new frame­
work for the regime. a new rural 
administration to stiffen and con­
tain the peasant~. relying on a 
ne,,- stratum of peasant s who 
woukl ii:l\ e more or less c lose 
relations with the landlords who 
had takc:>n refuge in the towns. 
That work could not be achieved 
without giving some reassurance 
to the owners expropriated by the 
NFL by regulating the land ques­
t ion to their advantage. 

The " pacification " carried out 
by the US and s-itellite troops 
introduced at the end of 1965 
aimed ;rn1ong other things at 
"winning tile hearts and minds" 
of the peasants, a c;unpaign 
waged by means of dollars, bombs 
:ind toxic chemicals . 

The "Vietnamization " of the 
war requires the solution of the 
problem of" on-tbe-spot supply" ; 
" feeding the war by the war " 
calls for intensified agricultural 
production which is a lso needed 
for the post-war economic restora­
tion and development, wilh in­
creased export of :,igricultura l pro­
duce as its linchpin. 

Hence the agrarian question 
came up again for discussion, the 
main ~oal being to dispute with 
the NFL for the peasants without 
whom " pacification" could not 
succeed. 

T hese arc the fundamental reas· 
ons for the great importance 
attached by the Americans to a 
new "agrarian reform . " 

On .\larch 26. 1970, Law No. 
003/ 70 was thus promu lgated un­
der the label of "land to the 
tiller." Jt was composed of six 
chaptrrs a nd twenty-two :.uticlcs 
lay ing down various provisions for 
thr •'beneficiaries." 

As regards tlte landowne,.s: 

- Private lands which were J1ot 
brought under direct cultivation 
by their owners and communal 
lands were to be expropriated itnd 
distr ibuted (free of ehargej to the 
peasants. 

- L andowners had the right to 
keep a maximum area of 15 hec­
tares and to hire farm hands to 
work their lands. 

- Only the lands under rice 
and <lry crops \\·C'r<' to be expro­
priated . Lano b elonging to re li­
gious communitie!". land reserver! 
for differe nt k inds o f <111ccstor 
worship under five hectares . in 
a rea, land grown to industrial 
crops and perennial fruit-trees, 
land reserved for industria l ins· 
tallations, salt marshes, ponds a nd 
lakes, building areas, grassland. 
land belonging to ethnic minori­
ties, land resen·ed for agricultural 
cxperime-ntation stations. lands of 
public interest, and land recla im­
ed (after the promulgation o! this 
law) were unaffected by this Jaw . 

The expropriated landowners 
were to receive compensation paid 
according to the follow ing prin­
ciples : 

r. The mtcs of compensation 
should be 2 .5 times the avernge 
annual income oJ lhe expropril'l.tecl 
ricefields O\'Cr the last five years. 

2 . 20% of the compensation 
should be paid to the owners im­
m ediately after the expropriation 
has been carried out. The balance 
of: 80% will be paid over eight 
years in 10% treasury bonds; 
these bonds can be sold to a third 
person or converted into shares 
and bonds of nationo J, joint or 
private enterprises. 

As regards t/lc peasants: 

- Each landless peasant house­
hold is entitlccl to receive (free o{ 
charge) an area amounting to : 

r. three hC'ctarcs in Nam Bo; 
2 . one hectare in Trung Bo; 
- The beneficiaries of this free 

cl istri bu ti on of land a re classi Iicd 
in the following ord<'r of priority : 

1. Active tenants ; 
2 . Fathers, mothcrr. , wives and 

children of those who ''died for 
the Fatherland " . upon request ; 

3. Demobilized soldiers (or those 
in the course of demobili7.ation), 
civi l servants or pol.ilical cadres 
on pension (or those in the process 
of retiring), upon request; 

4. Soldiers, civil servants and 
political cadres who former ly en­
gaged in agricultural activities. 
upon request; 

5. Farm labourers, upon request. 
- The i-y,,Lcrn of tenancy ii:; 

abolished . 
- Communal land,, are also 

allotted free to the peasants. 
- The expropria.tetl lands allot­

ted to the peasants shou kl be form-· 
<"cl directly by the latter for fifteen 
years. They cannot be transferred 
to a third person without admin­
istrative authorization and, dur­
ing the first year. they are 
exempted from all dues and taxes. 
:\ frenzied propaganda campaign 
wrts launched with such s logans 
as "revolution in the country­
side ' . "property to the peasants". 
"economic and social equality {or 
a ll ", in order to try and prove 
that Thieu's "agrarian reform .. 
was more "revolutionary'', more 
" progressive" than Diem's. 

Afte r the PLAF general offcn­
!ii ve in 1968, "agrarian reform" , 
considered to be an indispensable 
condi tion for the new " pacifica­
tion" begun in 1969, w a.<; approv­
ed by. Nixon at the Midway con­
forcncc on June 8. 1969. Thieu was 
promised a financial aid of goods 
worth 40 mil lion dollars for the 
three years i969 lo r971. starting 
with 10 million paid in 196<) .. .\t 
.Midway, Thieu declared that "the 
agrarian reform is the central 
task of tho State, the existence of 
the nation depends on it." 

Landlords Become Compradore Capitalists 

N° 34 - March 1975 

The lands left in the posses­
sion of the landowners (.Article 5, 
Chapter rr) arc not negligible . 
The compensation paid for " ex­
propriated " lands (Cb.apter llli 
is more advantageous than that 
accorded by Diem's decn:cs, and 
the compensation rates arc more 
stable than the old ones fixed at 
the "current price" of land which 

is very frequently subjected to 
temporary fluctuations. 

Fifteen hectares instead of one 
hundred: at first s ight.. this looks 
bad for the landowners. In fact, 
the one hundred hectares granted 
by Diem's "agrarfan reform " 
had been already transferred as 
part of the inheritance to the 
memb ers of the family (wives, 
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children ... ). so much so that 
rarely docs a new piece of laud 
reach the l5 hectares stipu­
lated in Article 5 - the trick is 
played and the estate, though 
scattered . remains intact. Fre­
quently the landowners who Heel 
to the town lost thci r lands a do­
zen years :igo and had had no 
chance to get them bnck. This is 
a golden opportunity for tl~cm : 
on prc!\enlat ion o{ !:ind title!' 
which r.grec with lite land register 
they arc duly given compensation . 

The landowners have become 
more realistic. Frightened by the 
PLAF general offcMi vcs in 1968, 
they fee l that " half a loaf is 
better than no bread" . Iu their 
confrontation with the peasants. 
they h:tve come to understand 
that ti!" time for · • all or nothing" 
is de fin itely over. and that they 
must s:•ve onlv wh:i.t ca11 be saved. 
Bc,idc:-. the c~mpens:lt ion paid by 
CS ai<I ;111cl budget sub~id!cs (est i­
matecl at :ibout .150 million 
dollr.r" in ;1 !1), open" up the po, 
»ibili t y for t hem to engage in 
comnwrcial and inc\u-;lr ia l ;icli \·i-
1ic:; which will be c:n;·ied out 
under trc umbrella of the urban 
compradorc bourgeoisie' : agricu 1-
iural loan,;, hydrauli< s , ;:oe lli11g 
and 1Tnl ing of tractors a nci other 
agricu l tural machine;;, sale of 
chemical fertil izers, etc. 1-£< .. rci 
cash, profils from bu!'incss, 1·eve­
nm: dC'ri \ e<l from t rcasu ry bond~. 
arc much belier valnc than land 
rents whiclt ne \'Cr come . A nC'w 
peasant class - of rich pca:::ant~ - ­
born from this new ;.ituation. will 
"en-e as :l rnci:tl ba~i,, ;1nd suppor t 
for th~ rcgi mC' . 

The n·~nl t o[ lhi-; ngrnria11 po­
licy ha-> bN'n the CS\1'n!i:d prc!'er­
\·ation of hutd appropriaf ion by 
the landowners under a new form. 
The interest;; of the l:mdlcr;ds arc 
to be slfeguarded bu l tbci r class, 
wl:ich is a m;tjor ob,;l::tck for the 
capit:lFs1 <le\·elopment o[ lhe 
country!'id(-. i« liquidal<.'r\. pa\·ing 
the \\·ay for the imphrnlalion of 
nco-co lonia lism. Th<' .;:ystem of 
len;incy i,; ;; bo lishcd by Chapte r 
r • . •\rticlc .!, Cl::tU'l' ! . but lhc 
bndownc;-s h;i\·e the· right to hire 
worker.- to farm th· ·ir lands 
(Chapter 11, Art icle 5, Cbu«e 1). 
It is just t he suhl'titu tion of 
th· di n•ct cxploil;dion o{ the 
pe:isants by the utilization of 
1 l:c labour force of :igricu l tu ra 1 
worke;·., for the expl0itation of 
tenants :ind sub-tenants by Jnml 
rent. In his b ook "Tbc Postwar 
DeYclopment of the J{epublic of 
\" iet ~am : Policies and Pro­
gran1 ", D(tvid E . l .. ilicnthal 
wrote lh:it where :igriculturnl 
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development requires important 
investmen t!' and modern ma nage­
ment, a clearsighted employer of 
labour can replace the backwa;:cl 
and conc;ervative landowners. The 
oul:rnoded feudal re lations of pro­
duction will thus be replaced by 
more advanced capitalist relations 
oC production. The form o i ex­
ploitation change:', but i.hc domi­
nation of lando·.n1crs - o r r ather 
o-f rich peasants - remains . Thi-; 
change is 11 eccss~1 ry fo r it is in 
line wilh US neo-co!onia.list policy 
while al lhc same time it safe­
guards the interests of the feudal 
landowner!'. The abolition o{ lhe 
system of. land rent:> as an impe­
diment to the expans ion of lhe 
rural market made possible by 
the rise in the purchasing p0\\'er 
of the peasant ma.s~c,; is an indis­
pens:>.blc condition for industrial 
development and thus for fore ign 
investment s . 

The introduction of the capi!;il­
ist mode of prodnc1 ion in the 
countt·y;.. ide in pince of the feudal 
mode of produciion ha-; a double 
aim. ln tuc immediate future it 
,,. \lows :•. profitable use to be 
made of rural m anpower and the 
efficient int roduction of modern 
techniques into agriculture so as 
to inlcnsi fy production to meet the 
war need~. Besides, tl:e swelling 
of military c"pcndilurc a<:a I"esult 
of the •·Vietnamization" of t11c 
war requires a higher and higher 
tax revenue, ;o.n important part 
of which should come from lhe 
de\·eJopment or agricn lturnl pro­
dnct10n. In hi.; "Ten-year plan 
for po:>lwar economic develop­
menl" mapped out in coopeI·ation 
with D:wid E. Lilienthal , Vu 
Quoc Thuc advocated a "heavy 
taxation· on landed properly" 
!Chapter V - Taxes) and a "con­
ver:<ion of rice cu I t i vation in to 
in<luslrial crops to obta i 11 the 
grealc~l possible tax return" 
(Vietnamese version). According 
ro the Saigon paper Dien T in of 
June 22. 197.1, Ch:m Kim Nhon. 
the i.\linistcr of Finance, stated at 
a press conference on Jun e 15, 
i974 th:ll the rural sector would 
have to 'iupply 50 billion piac;tres 
in tax in 1974 as against 5 billion 
in 1973. ln the long nm. that 
policy will create favou :.:-able con­
ditions fo r the cle \·clopment of a 
compr:>.dorc capital ism in the 
countryside which will itself 
encourage in\·estments anrl the 
exploilal ion of the agricultural 
potentia l by American ca pi t r-.\. 

The agricultural development 
favoured by the introduci.ion of 
a ~1.pil:'.Est mode of production 

implies the use of modern tech­
niques , t he absence of ,.,_ heavy 
industry to supply agricul ture 
with equipment, chemica l fertili­
zers. ili;ecticides. etc., causes the 
peasants to become tightly 00~111<1 
to the compradore bourgeosie . The 
consequences of lhat dependency 
can be immedialt• ly seen in the 
petrol ancl cht'mic:tl fertilize rs 
cri:< i~ in Western 1'hm Bo : 50% 
of the areas nntil now planled 
with lhc new JR rice :;lr~. in s giv­
ing :-. high y ie ld but requiring ;t 
great quantity o( fertilizer a rc 
lying fallow ao; a result of the 
lack of chemical fc1 ti lizers. In 
addition the u~e of imported 
tractors is very cxpens i\·e, it 
makes a great difference to the 
production cost of a crop and at 
the same time is greatly prejudi ­
cial lo the prt'sc rvation of the 
cat tle herd which conslitutrs the 
m ain draught force in the coun­
try : trc number of buffaloo'> in 
South Viet Nam had fa\1('1\ from 
848,000 in 1963 lo only 636,000 
in r97t. To be economically proli­
b\blc. a fa rm should ha ve an area 
la rge enough to enable its owner 
to co\·er most of hi..; own needs 
and have enough money to ~p;L re 
so that he m y lrigger off a pro­
cess of "s;wing-investmcnt-pro­
duction" . :\.n estat e· of three hec­
tares cannot meet that conclit ion 
for the modernization of ;•.gricul­
t ure. but it can lw fu lfilled by one 
of f i/fce11 ltecla1'1'S , :L medium-!'ized 
e:>latc, which, wilh three harvesCs 
a year. will :unounc to forty five 
hectares oi crop Ja11d. He nce the 
owners of threc-l·cctarc pro1'erties 
tend to become bank rupt :-.s a 
resul t of endcfltcllness and ha\·c to 

>tu rn thc1nseh·es into fa rm hands 
(this is provided for in . .\rticle 15, 
Chapter IV, which allows the 
resale of land) nnfl this will lc:-.d 
to the c;ipital ist concentration of 
land . That concentration is Urns 
both an import:·.nt concl"tion :'.nd 
a premise of the implanta­
tion of the capita list mode 
of production in agricu lture. 
Thieu 's "agraria11 reform" is thns 
the i ni tia.l step of I hat process, 
designed to liquicl:>.tc an agr.•ri:m 
economy based on feudal exploit, 
ation by aboli.,hin~ the •·land 
rent system" and its coro lla ry. 
ground rent, and repl~.ce it by an 
agrarim1 e::onomy o{ sma ll pro­
prietors which will lllOYe spo11la-
11eo1<sly toward~ a capitalist agr:·.­
rian cconomv . T huc: it const il utcs 
the trans ition pe riod and mcct.s 
the need of selling up a capilal­
i~m wh ich will be <lcpendcnt on 
foreign cap:btl ism and maint:>.i n­
cd in the orbit of uS imperial­
i!<m. 
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The Peasants Re main Ex ploited 

It i-> in this way that the inlc­
rrst ~ of k ud ;ll 1: .nc!O\\"n r rs who 
brcom c i ndustri:tl or com mercial 
capitalist s or w ho C'xploit land 
arc safeguarded and that the 
p<'asa nts interests a re injured 
wh1 le they a rc being prolt'Ctcd by 
" law " . " L:rnd to the ti I !ers " , 
"Land to tl:c pe; .s:mls" , tl:ese 
catch\\'ords a rc attractive but the 
rea lity '" qui te d ifferent. Only 
the .. pra~;1 11to;" who "ha ' -c the 
dol1.1rs lo pay for modern tech­
niques " can aiford lo possess 
land, that is those wl.o are at­
tached to local or foreign capital­
i·;ti; . The others, less fortunate, 
canno t resist capitali-;t conccn­
t rat ion :'.n<I \\'ill be doom ed to 
12::1.upcrization and proleta ria niza ­
tion. Whethe r they arc tenants 
o r farmhands. they remain exploit ­
ed people'. Th<' feudal l:rnclowne r 
of rc"'tcrday or thl' ;1gricultnra l 
bo~~ - cxploil('r of today - their 
names change accordin){ to the 
form of exploitation but they arc 
exploiters :>.!l the s:1me . It is in 
this \\';J.y that the US nco-co:o nial­
ist ambitions must be unders tood. 
Tllc rc lies the essence and funda­
ment:>.l objective of Thieu's" agr::­
rian rcfom1" and its difference 
with Diem's "agrarian reform". 
Herc. too, is its app:trently 
· ' /n·ogressivc" or " revo\ution:>.ry" 
nal11 n'. 2\Iorcon·r. t hl'Y d id not 
w;i i l long before " 1mi k ing the 
peas;inls ,,,\·eat". In thi-. connec­
tion tlw following nc\\'s item 
carried by the Saigon paper" Dong 
Ph11011g" on Septembl·r .!J, 1974 
i:; significant : ·' O\\'ing to the 
shortage of petrol, the hydraulic 
pump~ in a ll the pro,·i nces i01 
T rung I3o ha \ ' C conw to a stand­
still. Capital izing on that c ris is . 
the rich peasants ha,·c set up old­
styll' irrigation in:;tallat ions wo rk­
q ( by nw11 or animal~ {norias. 
water-\\'hecls) to sell <vnfer tu the 
peas:111t=-, by taking from tll<'m a 
share in the 3th-month c rop. tll<' 
avcrnge shari ng rate::; bei ng .3<' or 
<' ' '<'n .50% in some region-.; . ratc·s 
IcgalizNI by t hC' notable~ o f the 
village or dist rict ad minist ration . 
who ha,·c partly · finanCC'<I' the 
cl<•al. " T hat patent <"Ollusio11 
bclw<'en th<' admini!'tration and 
the lanclo\\'ners at the ex pcnsc 
of the peasants is scrn in other 
lic lcls : p rice. loans, colkct ion of 
paddy . 

The \larch 26. l9iO "agrarian 
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reform " p rovides fo r the <list r i­
b ui io n of i1 bout one mi 11 '.on hcc­
t.1 res o f la nd to 800,000 peasnnt 
households. According to tl:c in­
formatioa of tt:e l\l inistry of 
Agrarian R eform. quoted by AFP 
o n )lay 23. r973, 7r4, 131 l:cc­
t:tr!'s wrrc c; expropr;atccl " up to 
)forch 26. 1973, from 8.1.901 l a nd­
lords wi~o recei ved 41 .380 mil lion 
pi.:l <it res in corn p<' ns<: I ion (ab out 
So milli1J11 dollars). the b a l:1nce 
to be• sclllcd in t he snmc year 
1973 . In a speech deli,·ercd at 
Vung Tau o n :Hardt 26, t<)7..J, on 
tl:c occasion of the -1th anni "e rsn ry 
of tl~ c prom u lgation o{ the ·' agra­
rian reform" law, Thieu annou nc­
e(\ th at r .3 million hecta res had 
been a l lotted to 800,000 pcas;m t 
households a nd that anothe r one 
mi llion hectares would be distri­
buted in r974. 

But what is the 1:-.nd which has 
been dis tributed to the 1wasants' 

lf o ne ta kes into a.ccounl the 
r,698.020 hectares oc Janel reser ved 
for 8,J . <JO 1 ' ' expropriat<'d " l:inc!­
Iords ( 1 5 hectares bci ng lc{t to 
each of them for rice c ultiv?.t'on 
and 5 hcct•1 res for ancestor w or­
sh ip). 300,000 hecta res for indus­
trial crops, 305.000 hectares 
be lon;;ing lo la nd o\\'ne rs ill T rung 
Ho w ho hml less th~1 11 15 hC'ci asc:s 
each. 220,8.10 hcc tan.'s taken from 
Fr<?nc h set.t ier,; and rricrvl'd for 
the ('~t<tb lishment of agricn It ura 1 
colu111c;;. hardly more than 
1.000.000 hectares rem:1in :; to b e 
distributed . However. th:'.t one 
mill ion hectarns i n p rncikc a l·mady 
b e longed to t h<' pem.;Lnts . T o 
di s tribul1' to the "brncficia ries 
of a(.{rarian reform· · wi'<tl t.lwy 
already po-;!,C'Ss•·<I i:- iusl a bluff 
and Thiru i-< nMhing bul a ""·i nd­
kr. 1 ( t lwre arc l r.1Jy l:imb to be 
W'>lributccl these are :,imply tl:c 
lands se i7.<'d from the; pea><:1nts 
w ho had n'cci ,·cd them from 
the N F L . 

So \\' ]:o are the real br1wficia-
ril·s of Thieu's ··ag rarian re-
form " f 

Owing to l"S milita ry opc·ra­
tion!', .J-.'i m ill ion prasants IHwc 
taken r<' fn ge in urban cen ll·cs. 
Alm ost a ll the 1,2ou,ooo m N:i in 
tht.: puppet regula r army. the 
500,000 in the m ilit ia and ·ioo,ooo 

111 lhl' poliCl' forces arc of pea.Scant 
o rigin . Tl:ose wi:o remai n 111 their 
, ·illages were penned up in con­
centration camps during tl:e 
mopping-up operation~ . Thu s it is 
mainly tl:e "peasants" or ratl:cr 
agent~ wl:o form tl:e rura l bnck­
bone of the $;·.' gon regime wl:o 
profi t by ti.is " ;igrarian reform": 
the vill:i~e autl:o rit'c«, m<'mbc-rs 
of Thie u·s "De mocn:tic P :. rty " , 
officia ls of the mi I it ia a nd the 
Phoenix pacificaLon b ri gade, 
every ki nd of po lice' ;;py . Thieu 
h imself (and h is famih·) has been 
one of 1he biggest be1:efici;iries 
of hie: ··ag rarian reform ": accord­
!.ng to the £ndictment )\o.I of 
the "Committee for t he Struggle 
Against Corruption", h<' has 
?.ppropriatcd more tha n one thou­
S<utd hecta res of fc< ti 'c la nd in 
various pro,· inces. T he same 
thing h:•s happened \\'ith the 
" expropriat ed" landlorcls, wl:o 
li,·e mo-,th• in the to\\'n~ a nd un­
der the protection of foe S:-.igon 
arn1y, their lands having been 
e xp ropriated in the 'NFL agrarian 
reform . For them, · ' expropria­
t ion " is a w indfall : 71,413 bi l­
lion p iastres for 7 q ,r31 hectares 
o f "rxpropriatcd Janel" ( 100,000 

pia-,tres pl'r hectare), or abou t 
140 million dollars pnid by 
. .\mcrican and Vietnamese tax 
payrrs . T his is no m ore nor less 
ga11gstc1'ism broHght to the level of 
a Stale fJolicy. 

.. . " 
French o r Americnn coloniali5m , 

nlcl or nt.:\\', ha~ a l 1\"tys u ;;ed agra­
r ian poliry <is a k ,·,' r . "omc­
limeo.; an efkctiH· om·. to turn 
the pca:;;rnl s away from th,, rev­
olut~On;'lry -; trugglt-. to cornprlc 
with t h .• r.:, ·0J11t iom1n· m n\"rnwnt 
for tla1r s upport by grant;ng 
tl11·111 ~nme sliort-t<'rm intcre:>ts 
ag:·.i n't ;J later return. From 13:io 
D a i a nd ); go Dinh Dit·m to 
Nguyvn \"an Thieu t h<' t"'sC'nce 
n[ th:i t agrarh1 n pdlicy has not 
cl1a11gt•d " haflo,·cr th,, label !'.luek 
to it . . \ ftt-r the fa ilu n· of Hao 
Dai "s ;1grar;~11 re!orm carrit•<l ont 
11111kr Frl"nch auspice'-. that of 
:\go Dinh Di1·111 was mack al thC' 
instigation or the .·\mNi<.:<lllS from 
il po~ i t ion of s trengt h. \\'hen th1· 
pcasa 11 t lllO\'(·n H.:nt \\·a:-. ,. x 1w1 i enc­
ing ·•! Lt: g loomiest dr1ys o f its 
history" hut it a lso rndtd in 
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fiasco. Thieu's " ::igrarian reform " 
was carried out :ift<'r the setback 
of the "local ,,·ar" de:-pite the 
intervention of hnlf a million 
Gls. It was launched to serve 
the "Phoenix " pacification oper­
ations, the backbone of the 
"Vietnamizalion" policy. Vu 
Ouoc Thuc himself said that 
:; the essential (0£ t hai. policyi 
is to keep hold of thC' popu la ti on." 
It is a lso to ·· scoop out lhe "'atcr 
in order to catch the fish". 

Jn fact .. the .\mcric.'lns have 
not spent such a huge sum ot 
money without a11y 11 lterior mo­
tive, it is not by ch;•nce or out 
of pity t·hat they ha\'C: given the 
(Saigon) adminislnition this cxcc1>­
t ioual :f;p:our. Si nce r970. the 
Americans, who lost the war des­
pite t he dep loyment· of :in expe­
ditiona ry force half a million 
strong, have acknowledged the 
necessity of l ~111nch ing a coun ter­
offensive on lhe politica.l front 
by means of an agrarian reform 
with the hopes ol dra\\'i ng the 
peasant masses lo i.heir side. " 
(The Saigon paper Doc Lap, Apri l 
-h 19711. But how can that. hy­
brid CS-puppe t " agrarian re­
form '' succeed at lhe height of 
the war at a time when no census 
can be made of the land. when 
the rural population is con~tantly 
being mo\'ed about from one 
region to another. when hundreds 
of thousands of young people are 
being pressganged into the arn1y 
and \'asl numbers of peasauls 
forced into para military o rgani­
zations ? The on ly result i:< that 
"thanks to ngrarian reform in 
the countrysiclc. the peasants 
have become brotlwrs fighti ng 
each other. ·• (Th<' Saigon paper 
Ti n San:;, i\.larch 27, r973). (C'r· 
tainly. Thit' u 's agrflria n rrforrn 
is appro,·rd by a, certain class 
made up of t h,· urban bourgeoi$ie 
feudal land lord$.. l'i \'i l scrv;111ts, 
mi litarymen . backward peasants. 
" northern rrgrou pl'rs " , reaction­
ar)' Ll\tholics... But ac; it is di­
rected against the toiling peasants, 
it is, like Di~m·s agrarian reform. 
strongly oppos<'cl by them. 

A still more important fact: 
it is closl'ly bound lo the " Yiet­
namization " of the war. th;:it is 
it runs counter to the national 
interests . 

NGUYEN XUAN LAI 
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from Hell 

A callee -
tion of poems 
wi·itten by poli­
tical prisonei·s : 
From the dark 
cell. 

OK the first days of November 
1963, just after Diem's 
downfall, pat riots discover­

ed severa l underground concrete 
shelters a few kilometres south 
of Hue. in an est ate b elonging to 
Ngo Dinh Can, one of Diem 's 
brothers . They pulled out th ree 
men, three living corpses. These' 
were the survivors of a group of 
twelve detainees held the re from 
1960 for having struggled 2gainst 
Y<:mkce domination. 

" The men from hell have 
returned among the living". said 
the Saigon dai ly Chuong Mai 
(Morning Bell) some time after 
that discovery. It was found then 
that the F rench h2.d built those 
shelters to hide weapons under 
thC' Japanese occupation. Ngo 
Dinh Can had turned this sector 
into his pri,·ate estate forbidden 
to the public; and these shelters 
had been fitted up to k eep revo­
lut ionaries believed to b e irredu­
cible. 

* * * 

The full slory of these men 
became known lo us only after­
ward. through.. . a. collection of 
poems. Nam Trung. the au thor of 
the poems. wa$ not a. poet at a ll 
before h is detention. Pent up in 
these secret dungeons, he did not 
th ink, in the first days, !:hat he 
wou ld survive. But not long after 
news of the concerted upris ing of 
1960 reached him. At once his 
hope revived . With his comrades. 
he waged a new struggle. t he 
struggle for survival. 

They knew that the enemy. too, 
did not want to make them die 
bruta lly. For .-\meri~-trained 
people, lo b eat to death a cap­
tured re,·oiutionarv is too old a 
game. One 111;trty1: gi ,·es rise to 
ten others. Torturl'S must be so 
combined as to m;ike the detainee 
~u f!cr a-. 11111cl1 as possible, to 
bring him up to the threshold of 
death, then to revh·e him. several 
times on end . 

The anguish o! ~ceing the tor­
tures return, the hope of coming 
to life aga in duri ng the pauses, 

VIET NAM COURIER 



the promise of the most primary 
satisfaction, t he deprivation of 
the senses shul up in cells with­
out light cut off from all the 
noise;; of th i.; world. all that. 
going on for months, for yc:•.rs: 
ended by bre:iking the morale of 
the most hardened. From a mili­
tant, the enemy hoped to make a 
man •· rallied" to their s ide who 
wou Id sing the prniscs of J\ meri­
can g('ncrosily and fli ng abuse at 
th<: communists or, better sti ll. 
wou l<l set about tortu ring his own 
b rothers-in-arms. 

For Nam T rung, the problem 
was one of survival in orde1· to 
win that battle, to deny the ene­
my that victory, to prove to hi-; 
torturers that: the revolut ion is 
invincible on anv battll'ficld. He 
must do e,·erytii ing to keep his 
heart and mind serene, lucid . 

To this end, in between two 
torture sessions, he would ... com­
pose verses. He had no pen, no 
piece of paper. His verses, he 
engraved in his mind :md recited 
them to other ddainc;;:s who 
learned them by heart. The Viet­
namese language, each syllable of 
which can be modu laled on six 
different tones. lends i t~elf fa ir ly 
easily to poetic expression. And 
at a ll times, prisoners have com­
posed poems to fill up their days. 

"At least one of us must 
survive. " This verse, like so 
many others, spells out the grim 
deterrnimttion of these men to 
win. Day after day, their l ife 
was tra nslated into verses, and 
their poem, once r<'cited, was 
learned by a ll. For each stanza 
of ten verses, the author tied a 
" ring" round ?. finger with 
strings from his worn sandals. 

A light is forever shining at the 
bottom of these dark cells : 

At the bottom of these t ombs 
We l ive w itli the p eop le, 
Mlitli 01£r homela11d, with 01cr 

brothers 
The enemy. death, 
IVe loo/1 them i n the face 
Peace 1·eig11s in otcr hearts. 

One day. by dint of climbing to 
the cei ling of his cell. he m anaged 
to catch a glimp~e of some bushes, 
a square of grnss, and above all, 
a patch of sunlit sk y. in the far 
clistance. He was filled with im­
mense joy : 

Li/~ rcma.'ins wide ope'll 
Y 01c cannot bury its 
Joy / oiler.vs t£s down to t he bot­

tom of oitr graves. 

Ha and Thao had died oC cold. 
Tuan collapsed amidst repeated 
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convulsions. Giang and Cu 
had b reat hed their la.st , t heir 
bodies swol1en b y oedema. It 
doesn't matter, one after another 
may die, bu t the poem continues, 
there wi ll always remain one lo 
perpetuate the memory of com­
mon struggles a nd t hus record 
this u l timate defeat of the t raitors 
and the torturers . 

Of cou rse, t he detainees of Hue 
werl' not the only ones to com­
pose pooms. As the prisoners 
l·e turn, t he harvest of poems be­
comes more abundant. One of 
them . escorted lo jail by a ba)ld 
of thugs, likenec.1 himself t o a 
laureate of the mandarins' exami­
nation of the old days, trium­
phant ly returning home : 

The well paved road is covered 
. with flowers 

T he lackeys bustle abotc.t 
The laureate, i11 parade garb, 

retu rns t o his h ome v illage. 

The classic scene of torturers 
powerless to make the detainees 
speak in spite of the most atro­
cious cruelty is rendered in a few 
lines : 

Those cretins stare at yo1i 
With their bloodshot eyes 
Electric sliock , pincers brir11t 

red-h ot 
Squeeze /rom y<m jttst one word 
"Don't know!" 

No sophisticated poetry . It is 
daily life and its t ria ls , it is the 
heart that speaks, of ten clumsi ly 
for they :~.re not at ~·.11 poets by 
trade . 

Pim Qttoc (r) shakes w ith atiger 
and pain 

A com rade fell jits t wizen the 
I ide was t11.n1ing 

E·nd less waves roll ont o the de­
sert isla?2d 

Shottls r ise from those wh o de­
mall(l reve nge . 

In t he midst of hell, it is op­
timism, the sense oC life, that 
<lominates . On t he eve of Te t a 
detainee writes to h is fiancec: 

The ocean rotts its rmnbli11g 
waves. 

L::cl:oi11g the waves that roll in 
m y heart 

Hu mou r is not Ill.eking . Detai­
nees whoc;e heads had been sha­
ven com pare thcmsel ves to b onzes: 

Rows of pagod"s covered w ith 
US sheet- oiro11 

B arbed wire coils t o pen iip 
bonzes and nttns. 

In spite of tortures and priva­
tions, the detainees preserve a 
sense of humour: 

By the second week , one has 
started to like this life 

Crossing 011e's legs, one recites 
" ]( ie1£" (2) to greet spring 

L!3ading actors and stars have a 
good time 

Swollen /aet•s, clothes i 11 tatters. 
Even small details are i111tlrcsting: 
Sq1wtti11g, I m easure my royal 

hed with my fingers 
One m etre fifty by sixty centi­

metres 
T o lie down. i t's enough to fold 

one· s knees 
I've looked it oi:er welt : a 

windo<v slmtter 

Everyda.y, 01tr rice so salted 
becom es bi tter 

T oday, rice ~vithottt salt: what 
bliss! 

ll·isc1tons ;1lgne float ill the d ri11h­
i 11g ti!a ler. 

:\! though the detainees saw 
their comrades succn mb one after 
another. their ht'arls were alway,; 
f i.lled with confidence in fina l 
victory: · 

I write these lines b3• your i 11ert 
body 

No sobs, t ears /tow only in our 
hear ts 

Y ou'll rise into t!te sky, yo1i'll 
be a star 

Lighting otw patli tlzro1Cg!t the 
long n ights. 

For :t small number of detain­
ees, frc·edom returned with the 
s igning of t he Paris _.\greement. 
fn F ebruary 1973. on the northern 
side of the T hach I Ian river, in 
Quang Tri prod nce, one of them 
rediscovered h is loved ones a nd 
the liberated zone : 

Like 

Like 
Valley 

a ch ild approaching cm m2-
know11 town 

a m a11 strayed i?ito the 
of Im m ortal s wave a/ter 

wave 
I /eel assaite.:l by a tho1mrnd 

em otions 
;1Jy entrails tie aJl(l u11tie. 
.1 look, a single 1..;ord , how we 

thfrst.ed /or them ! 
And here is a sa111pa11, ci /erry­

la11di11g. 11 bamboo twig 
J:.'veryt/i mg becom es 01W f les ft 

and o ctr bl oo<l 
Htt11gBr a11d th irst . dr£ys slip br, 

al last , I re t 1~n1. 

Over 200.000 political prisoners 
arc still detained by Thieu in his 
jails. L et us not fo rget them ! 

H.V. 

( r } Prison island of/ th~ western 
coast oi South V iet NMn. 

(z) Masterpiece of Nguyen D11, 
011e of the greC1test poets of V-iet 
N am . 
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People's Militiawoman 
(C<1 >1li1111ed /rum page 9) 

she :-hou1ed : ·• l(•'<'P cool ! Try to 
cling to ont· of the· boards or a 
piece of h:unboo so a" to £;et 
back to ;,h<'rl'. " 

Hurll'd farthL"sl from th<· bo:it, 
;:\ham h:icl nothing t o chntch 011 

lo. 1 foWC'\·c r. she managed to join 
her comp.Lnions . :\ n army boat 
came in tinw t<, collect th<' 
l'xhaus led girk 

.·\ ftc r the• <:xploiL she \\'as ad· 
mitted in the Party. 

Dozens of bomb~ t•nd mines 
were blown up. Ev<•ry time t lie 
boa t and raft we n ' danwgvd , 
Nham and her team-mat<'s repai r· 
cd them. ThL· more c·xpe rience 
they gained, the greater :feats 
they performed - but the d i fficu l­
ties a nd trials a l;,o incn:~Lsed. 
Some of the girls asked to gi ve 
up. But );barn wou ld not gi\'e 
herself a breather. 

All the deeply-embedded bomb;, 
had been <lest royc·d L"XC.:L'pt one 
d ropped in the .,,\amp.: at the 
ri,·cr moulh. How cou ld it be de· 
acth·ated while guaranteeir~g 
safely during the operation? The 
question tormented her. 

The next cb1y, she got up Yery 
early a nd f>i:Lrt rd lo cut down 
bamboo a nd prepare a ll the 
necessary thingR. Then she carried 

them to "·here lhe bomb had 
fallen. 

Calf.deep in mud, she struggled 
desperately to get clo~e to the 
bomb. The mu<l made it impos­
sible t o dig a shelter. She remain· 
cd unprotected. Suddenly the 
m rth shook ,·io lcnt ly: the bomb 
<'Xp lO<iC'd. :Sham was hur\rc\ into 
llif' ;Lir together with a. mass of 
mud and wate r and lost conscious· 
ness. Hearing the ('xplosion, the 
~eamcn rush('d np a11cl saw he r 
lying inert, dee p in l h1' rnud, he r 
l")'l'S half opC;n . 

S he was take n to a military 
l1uspital. The vi llagers, who res­
pected he r g reatly, brought in 
plenty of food . H er · exploit was 
officia lly brought to the know­
ledge of the whole commune. But 
after her recoYery, she r ecei ve<l a 
sharp cri ticism from t he Party 
cell for having engaged a lone in 
that dangerous , ·enture. Quest ion­
ed on the moti,·e of her act, she 
said : "I wa-; ~draid that m y 
n:quest would b e turned d own 
by my s uperiors if I made a 
re port beforeh;rnd . So long as the 
bomb was not destroyed, I was 
uneasy at the thought that it 
would c:nrse dangers to our coun· 
tryrnen. lt was a bomb of ;~ new 
type, I wanted to learn some 
experience from its destruction 
a nd I \\'as ruady to sacrifice m y 
li[e if necessary." 

New Exploits 

l"kfore ihe bombing halt in late 
r96S, N !tam had de-an i valed t"'o 
improved I ,ooo lb. bombs. She 
k<'pt some cxplo~iVL' from them 
;~nd made a shovel frnm the rem· 
nant of a winglrl. 

197 2 . Only one monlh aft.:r the 
resumption of the bombing:; in 
North VietNam, dozens of impro,·­
ed bombs were c.Jroppc<l on the 
river mouth . Wi th a more and 
more reliable technique, ).haru 
destroyed them all, one by one, 
save one lying at the landing 
stage compelling people to cross 
the river at another la nding stage 
five kilometres ups tream . Nham 
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thought of the packet o f cxplosi ,·e 
a nd a gleam of joy flashed th rough 
her mind : she wou ld destroy the 
enemy w it h t heir own weapons . 
She waited until her father went 
to the fie ld and the n she g round and 
puJ\·erized the explo!'i,·e into a fine 
powder. The sound of th<: pestle 
and the acrid :;mell of gun-powde r 
attracted the curiosity of her 
mothe r who had gone blind a 
few years before. 

" 1 ·m just crushing earth to mix 
with the clung so that [ can ma­
nure the azolla, mama," said 
Nha m to reassure her. 

S!1e spent lhl' whole afternoon 
in mak ing ~t·veral parcels wrnppPd 
up in brow n papl'r and tied wilh 
h ;1111hoo ,,tri11gs. Though ,,lie act.·d 
\\ ithout. tl1l· know ledg<' of her 
p:irc11ls, she did not conceal iwr 
:-<:heme fr()m hl'r superiors :m<l 
I h<>y i;a \ ' C hl'r lhe green ligi1f . ..\s 
the bomb \\'a,; of a new type a•1d 
her means of ckstruct ion wa" also 
!IC\\. :<he 111adt' up her mind to 
work :dont= al her 0\\'11 risk. 

She went oul at niglrlfoll, wlri,,. 
pering in her mother 's cars : 

" I 'm goingloaParlymecting.' ' 
J3ul when she a r rived at t he encl 
o{ the path, she turned b ack on 
her t rack i; . She took a lc:if out of 
her notebook ;md ~ iltini;: near he r 
ni.othe r, in U1c d im lig-ht o f a 
lamp slte wrote a few l ines to he r 
parents, j ust in pase she did not 
come back from the m ission . 

She read llw paper again and 
ag•Lin, then sh<' laid it on t he 
pillow near lie r mother . Once 
again she bade farewe ll i.o her and 
went ou t with he r parce ls . 

She walked straight to the land­
ing p lace, when she rolled up her 
trousers above her knees and 
headed for the bomb. There it was 
di,·ing into llw earth, only a part 
of its tail showing. A •lcathly 
si le nce. No living soul around, the 
vi llage was very far. With infinite 
precautions, ').ham moved the 
earth away roum.l the bomb with 
her hands. He r vest was wet with 
dew a nd perspiration . Now and 
then. s he laid her hand on the 
body o( the lethal weapon try ing 
to detect any inne r movement . At 
midnight lhe bomb was laid com· 
plctely bare . 'With her finger:;, 
Nham sank " hole to lay the 
explo~iVl'. T hl·n s he went to her 
shelte r . :\ moment to Lake breath ... 
then a deafening explosion shook 
lh l· river m outh . The eart h fell 
in showe rs . The bomb disappeared 
leaving- a deep c rater ten m etres 
in diameter. Brimming O\'Cr with 
joy. Nh:im picked up the winglets 
and ran back home \\'ith them on 
her shou Ide rs j ust as the cock 
was crowing. She threw them 
do wn on lhe yard in front of h<:r 
house with a loud c latter - her 
father jumped out of his sleep. 

" Romb winglcts, dad ! " 

l It- mothe r, who had been im· 
patiently w.1iting- for her, heaved 
a sigh of relief. Then: was affec· 
tion in her \'Oice as she reproached 
her. "Another bomb ! And you 
said you were going to a meet­
ing !" 

After MAI PHONG 
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worke rs employed in American c n t<'rprise.-; de­
m a nd paymc>nl of a " i 3th-rn ontl1 s:lla ry" and 
tO oppo,l' cli,,ini:;sals . 

- T he mi litia forces o; the H oa Jlao religious 
sect o penrd fire on the t ;oops !'Cnt by Tl1i1:u 
to disarm them. E:•.rlier, on Jan na ry '.?T , 1975 , 
Thie u l1ad issued a decree dissolving thc lloa 
H ao iorCl'S. 

- The Royal Governm1:nt oI Nationa l U nion 
of Cambod ia .Ministrv of 111forn1:'.l ion a nd Prn­
p:,g;inda issued a sl:~kmcnl strongiy condemn ­
ing the Thieu a<lministr:•.tion ::or ils ai r mids 
carried out on m:tuy locali ~ ies in C:unbod1an 
krrito:.:y. 

FEBRU ARY 

1. At T:m Chi L inh church (Saigon) a num­
be r of organizations p ublicized the ·· lndict­
mcn t J';o. '.?": Nguyen Van Thieu, a ··product 
of war ··, a "dictator ", and a " corrupt n1an " . 
is re:<pon~ i blc ior the " ~ocia l decadence", the 
·• depr<isation of cult ure a n d education", and 
must be d i smi~sed . l Towcvcr, the I ndictment 
sholl's :m a nl'-;:ommunist lenckncv a nd d ocs 
not say a single \\·ord about th.: fo:·m; llion or 
a government of nationa 1 rcco11cili:d io n and 
conccrd {or the implcmeutat'on of t i.e P:iris 
Agreement. 

2 . The Cambod ian Liberat ion Armed Forces 
offensive against the P hnom Penh :ue<>. and 
othe r front:; <'n tered its fifth we<'k . Enemy 
sources admitted th:>.t at least 6,00-0 Lou Nol 
troops hacl been killed and wounded since the 
b egi nning of the yeu. 

- Laos : A solemn ceremony was org<.'.nizecl 
by the L ao Government to r ecei ve the i irst 
d e liver y of goods a s a id from the DRVN to 
L aos. 

3. Grand 111ect ing in Hanoi on the occ<\Sion 
oi the -!5th annivcr~ary oi the fou nding oi the 
Viet Nam Workers' Party. At the m eeting. L e 
Dua n, First Secret a ry of the VNvVP, g:'.vc an 
1mpor laul speech . 

- T hien ~t:izcd nine d a ilies 0111cl their print­
ing works a nd a rrested 19 journalists . Hea~o11 : 
those dailies had published the ··I ndict­
ment l\o. 2 " . 

- AFP: CBU-55~. a new type of bomb. were 
dropped for lhc firs t time on th« b.u1ks o l the 
:\lekong Hivcr by Uw US. 

·I· T he Ru111 :1 nian Goven1mcnl economic •k­
lcgalion kd by Deputy-Prime .Mi nister G.Radu­
lescu left Hanoi a l tc-nding li1c !'>t:concl session 
or the Vil't "Na m - Rumania Commi t tee fo i· 
E conomic. Scientifo; a nd T echnical Cooperation. 

5. In Sa igon. Gencr:il Duong V:rn Minh c,dl­
ed the Thieu gove rnment ·· tyran n ical " and 
dem~mdcd T h ieu":; "' ~·esignation " lo "enable 
the people to esl<rblish the political ,,f ructurcs 
indi;,pcnsable for national reconcilia tion and 
co11cord. " 

o. T he PRC .Minis t er for Foreign _.\ffair:; 
!\guyen T hi Hinh sent a 11otc to the P resident 
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of thl' diplomatic conkrencc on in ternational 
lrn111:111il:tri<m law i11 CCll l'\":1 denouncing tlw 
U S for resor ting to ille~a l acts to oppo-c Pl\ C: 
participation in ihl· Co11lc·re11'-<'· 

8 . Establ ishmc11t of d ipluin:·.t ic relations :tt 
ambassadorial lc\•el bch\·ee11 the DRV::'\ ancl 
the Republic o{ Togo. 

- The DHV:S a nd l{SVN l\ l ini;.lrics for 
Forl'ign Afiair ,; i.;sucd statements ;. trong ly con­
clcrnning the US for intcns i1yi 11g Ilic W<tr in 
South Viel Nam . illeg:dly introducing many 
US a ir force per:<onnd to South Vi«t ::Sam {rom 
Thaila nd. the Philippi nes and Sontli K o n::. 
a nd rushing w a r 111atcrial to Thit-11. 

- :;o opposition <lcputie,., dcm onstra tC'd in 
~ront oi S ;1i gon ·· National A ssembly" buildi 11g. 
i\lany of them signed with their o·.,·n blood a 
p <·ti tion to US Cong-r,•<;s d l'mandi11g :111 t·nd to 
US akl to Thie u. 

9 . Chinh L 11a11 (a Saigon paper) : "'Ficl<l 
blockhouses have ~mhkn ly ;1ppcared :·.l m arkcl 
places and cro.;srnad s . In l hl· barrack :; and gar­
rison,,, t he adminislral.on i~ launching a c.1111-
p:l ig11 for <I iggiug ind i viclual she lters a 11d di <;­
tributi ng fi rearms. T h is is lhc image of Saigon 
during the three clays of Tet. ·· 

- 82 US Congressmen !'cnt Ford a lcttt•r 
J cm and' n g an encl t o US aid to Thieu and 
Lon Nol. 

- Specia l alh·iso1· to thc HG?>l l"C Vice-Pre­
mier·,, Oi~kc l e11g S:iry paitl a friend ly visit to 
the DRVN. 

12. According to \Vcstern sources P hnom 
P enh is suffering from a H'riou~ shortage o·: 
rice, f ue l and ammunition. The l 1S Command 
has had to double the numbe r of l iS supply 
missions from Thailand to Phnom Penh. · 

13. T hailand: t he newly elected 1<ltional 
As~<'mbly dcsignatt-d S <:'ni Pramoj . leader or 
the Democratic L'arty, as P r ime Minister. 

t4. Signing in Berl :n o) a protocol on the 
supply of good~ from the GDR to the DRV ~ 
fo r 1975. 

- O n th<' occasion of the qt h anni ' '<'r:-ary 
of the u n I fic-ation of llw PL. \F or Sout.h \' irt 
Nam, 1.hc l'RG con fcn-c<l on thc111 th(• Ord<: r 
To Qttoc ('Fath .. rbnd) and a han ncr bcuring t i.c 
inscription : · · .Dcu:rm ined t.<1 f gh t and to \\ in 
fo r indt:pcnd e11c1· , d1·mocr:1cy and u ;1tional 
rt:unification . " 

15. San1dc·ch l k ad o ( Stat(; .:Sorodom Sihanoul;, 
Princ.-,;s :\l o nique ~ih:111ou k :incl otlicr d ist i11-
~ui sll<'cl Carnb 1xli.u1 gut>sts \dt !-l<111oi a(ll·r hav ­
ing t>njoycd 'J."e t with lhe Vietmuncsl' peopk. 

- T he repre se11tal i , .c of the DRV N .\linistry fo r 
For\"ign .\ Hairs lodg<:d a protest wit.h l hc 
lndonl'sian Embassy in I la noi against the 
Indonesian ;~nlhorit ici.' ;,ction on F,·bruary q 
in allowi ng thl' pro-:\111 t• rican clique of lhe 
so-called Anti-Conunun L;t L<'agut.> to m a k e pro­
vocativns in fron t of the: J)HV). Embassy 111 

] akarta.. 
21. Sig11ing of an agrc,'111.:nt in \\":1rsaw on 

non- refundable economic aid from .Poland lo 
t he DRVN for 1975. 
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January 16- February 15, 1975 

J A NUARY 

16. The RSV!\ )li 11istry for Fon·ign Affai rs 
is:.ued a comm1111ict11e on lh<' setting up of a 
PHG liaison bureau :u thc UNO office in Geneva. 

17. Establishm<-nt of diplomatic relations at 
ambassatlorial level between the HSVN and 
the Hcpublic of Equatorial Guinea . 

2r. E stablishment of the Viet Nam-Cambo­
dia Friendship Association in Hanoi with Deputy 
Prime Minis te r Phan Trong Tue as its Presi­
dent. 

- 200 l·epresentatives of fracle unions belong­
ing to the Saigon Federation or Trade Unions 
convened :m emergency m eeting to discuss 
measures for the protection of the workers ' 
interests. 

- Thien issued a communique banning Tet 
leav., for all soldie rs below the rank of major. 

- Devaluation of the Saigon piastre from 
685 to 700 piastres to tht: dollar. 

- Ford called .-. press conference to s lander 
the DRVN and urge Congress to grant an extra 
military aid of 300 million dollars to Thieu. 

22. Establishment by lhe PRG 0£ a Delega­
tion General in India. 

- E stabli.,hment of tlw Cambodia- Viet Kam 
F riendship Association in the liberated zone of 
Cambodia with Deputy Prime )finister Khieu 
Samphan as its Pres ident. 

- On the occasion ot Tct, the South Viet 
Nam NFL Central Committee <tnd the PRG 
called on Saigon army officers , soldiers and 
policemen to oppo;;e " pacification " and land­
grabbing opcnttions and to disobey Thieu's 
ban 011 leave by rclnrning to their villages to 
enjoy T.:t wilh their fam ilies. . 

- 9 Americans demonstrated in front of the 
American Embassy in Saigon to oppose the 
Wf'.r and extra mi litary aid t.o Thieu. and de­
mand pea.cc, the re lease oi politica l prisoners 
and respect for lhe Pari!; Agreement. They 
were later expelled from Saigon. 

- Thieu declared at tlie Thu Due police 
school: "Th<.' South Vietnam ese people do not 
lack meu and a spirit of sacrifice: We only 
lack the m eans." H e went on to ask the 
Americans ·•to keep their commitmt>nt." 

25. Prime Minister Pham Van Dong receivecl 
.-\rchbishop Trinh hu Khuc and Bishop Trinh 
Van Ca n on thu occasion of the ret urn ef the 
delegation of the DRVN Catholic Church from 
the world episcopal conference held in The 
v.1tican. 

26. In Saigon Thieu a rres ted nearly 50 stu­
dents belonging to various religions. 

- -ind anniversary of th <' signing of the Puis 
Agreement: .M..:etin!{.; and demonstrations were 
held in Saigon and olhcr South Vietnamese 
cities and towns to dc1t1and Thiet1's resignation 
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and an end to L·s intervention. Thieu unleashed 
his police against tlw demonstrators wounding 
many p-~opl<' . rn the U nited States 3,000 peo­
ple ctemons trated near tht' White House to 
demand that Ford put an end to l;S i1ffoh·e­
ment in South Viet Nam. fn San Francisco, 
demonstrators broke into the Saigon consulate. 
[n 'Vashi ngton, Sena tor Les Aspin publishC'tl a 
US Congress document revealing that Ford had 

. supplied Thieu with 26.6 million dollars worth 
of aircraft. 15.5 mi Ilion worth of arms and 
204.6 million worth of r~mmunition not count­
ing expenses for reconnaissance Ilights. 

27. On J anuary 26 and 27, r975 the l\'lini::>­
ters for ·Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 
South Viet ram and tho Dl<VN ·sent notes to 
their coun terparts of the signatory countries of 
the Intern~.tional Act on Viet Nam, the members 
countries of the I CCS and other countries 
denouncing the US and Thieu's continuation of 
the w2.r of aggression :-.gainst Viet Nam. 

- The RSVN Foreign Ministry issued a 
document entitled " For the Defence and 
Strict Implementation of the Paris Agreement 
on Viet Nam " to mark the occasion of the 
second anniversary of the signing of the Paris 
Agreement. The document includes man)' facts 
and data relating to the sabot;.\ge of the .-\gree;:­
ment b y the US and Thieu. 

28 . The Lao Provisional Government of Na­
tional Cnion economic and technical delegation 
left H anoi afte r their negotiations with a DRVN 
Government delegation. 

29. Thien told :i. ll'ashingto11 Post correspond­
ent that the ARVN had lost 60 per cent of its 
fighting strength as a result o( the US Congress 
reduction in 2.id. H e complained that everything 
was in short supply and if the US Congress 
did not s;tnction the extra 300 million dollars 
aid for the ARVN. t he s ituation would become 
cl isastrou s. 

- The US anti -war o rganization - the Wea­
thermen- planted bombs which blasted 20 rooms 
in the US State Department ill protest against 
the aid grantee! to Thieu and L on Nol by the 
Ford Administration . 

30. Laos : For mal handing over by the dele­
tion of the DRVN Ministry of Hydraulics of the 
second hydraulic works built as aid to the 
Kingdom of Laos. 

- A represcntati,·c o( the Lao )linistry for 
Foreign Affairs lodged a protest against Thieu's 
air raid on a locality in Altopeu province on 
January r3, r975 with the Saigon Ambassador 
in Vientian<' . 

31. On January I i and 31, 1975, 'CS SR7r 
reconnaissance planes flew many missions o,·er 
North Viet r am. 

- From. J anuary 29 to 31, I 9i5, 6oo Saigon 

(Cont i11ued 011 page 3 1) 

Printed in Hanoi-Index IZ627 
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