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Improving the Theoretical and ( ombat 
Character of TAP CHI CONG San 
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Sea 
The Youth Problem— The Central Position in the 
Human Strategy 
00000000 Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN in Vietnamese 
No 3, Mar 93 pp $8 

[Article by Vu Oanh, not translated] 

On Youth Work in te Present Situation 

933E 00114 Hanoi TA?’ CHI CONG SAN 
in Vietnamese No 3, Ma: 9? pp 9-11, I4 

[Article by Ho Duc Viet, first secretary of the Executive 
— of the Ho Chi Minh Communist Youth 
mon} 

[Text] Systematically studying the problems con- 
cerning youths and youth work and, at the same time. 
effectively solving those problems is not only an objec- 
tive rement in renovating the country but also the 
hope of our people and youth». "his is a decisive issue 

and social the party and nation 
the socialist path 

Youths are forces They are examples reflecting 
modern social and they manifest the development 

are a very important source of strength with respect to 
our country’s economic and social development stra egy 

However, in the conditions of a market economy and 
. con- 

ea hs 
+4 agit eyecely RHE 28 % i 
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percentage of youths has been cut off from nat 
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cultural traditions This directly affects the quality of our 
laborers and the formation of the y of 

the Vietnamese man in the future. The of and 
social evils among youths ts also something that is very 
worrmsome. Occupational and social ilinesses among 
youths are on the rise 

The above situation. added to the complex changes 
taking place in the world and im Vietnam, is strongly 
controlling our youths on many fronts ideals, morals, 
and way of life 

Al the same time, our youth work is experiencing many 
problems that need to be given attention 

Above all, with respect to the responsibilities of the 
youth union, in recent years, the union has striven to 
renovate itself and make adjustments in order to mani- 
fest an effect among youths and be worthy of the 
trustworthy reserve unit of the party However, 
efforts have not come close to satisfying the require- 
ments of the new revolutionary stage The organizational 
system and ranks of cadres of the union lack the strength 
to adjust promptly to the country's renovation process 
The numbers and quality of youth union members. the 
union's prestige in society, and its atiractiveness to 
youths have all declined Youths and the economic and 
social Management mechanisms are changing very 
quickly, but the organizational models and operating 
formulas of the union still contain many old and out- 
dated aspects Also, bureaucratic centralism and bureau- 
cratism are being overcome very slowly 

educating youths already put forth in the party resolu- 
tions. The lack of models among cadres, party mem- 

nal conditions have been set aside for traming and 
educating the young generation 

The state has not given sufficient attention to youth 
work. It seems as if there is still a tendency to regard 
youth work as the work of the party and youth union 
Thus, many administrative echelons do not fully realize 
the state's responsibility for youth work Because of this. 
there are no concrete mechanisms of policies to enable 
the union to carry on youth mobilization activities well, 
and the formulas have not been to exert an 
effect on youths and union activities through the eco- 
nomic and social programs and plans Many places still 
give great weight to appealing to and mobilizing the 
masses, but they have not created spiritual and material 
incentives for youth movements The state has not 
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formulated legal documents on youth work or estab- 
lished a state mechanism to handle youth work Because 
of this, the major policies of the party on youth work 
have not yet been implemented 

The party has. ays given much attention to the task 
of leading youth work and always regarded this as an 
important element in the human strategy in both 
theory and practice. But reality shows that in youth 
work, the party has major shortcomings The party has 
put forth resolutions on youth work, but many party 
committee echelons do not have practical gu: dance 
measures. They have not made investments or have 
not invested an appropriate amount Many party com- 
mittee echelons are lax in providing leadership or have 
entrusted youth work to the youth union. The leader- 
ship formulas with respect to youths and youth work 
have been renovated slowly. and they are still admin. 
istrative, paternalistic, and authoritanan in nature 
There are even places that do not respect the dignity of 
youths or youth organizations 

In the coming years. the youth situation will continue to 
develop, and youth work will take place in conditions 
different from today Several problems can be foreseen 

First, the market cconomy and the work of expanding 
international relationships will certainly lead to divi- 
sions among youths » many fronts The market 
economy will create a stratum of talented you'ns who 
will soon assert themselves and work in a dynamic and 
creative way and who will carn a high income. At the 
same ume, there will also be a large percentage of youths 
who will be poor because of not having jobs. not knowing 
how to make a living, and living passively On the other 
hand, among youths, the law of value will give rise to a 
psychology of paying much attention to real interests and 
even pragmatism and to running after money and selfish. 
individual interests. It can be seen that sooner or later. a 
young bourgeors class with knowledge and broad inter. 
national relationships will appear Along with this will 
appear different politi. al tendencies among youths The 
obvious result is that the social problems of youths in a 
market economy (unemployment. illiteracy. divisions 
between rich and poor, and so on) will become even 
more serious, and this will naturally have a negative 
effect on the preservation and development of the 
national culture among youths 

Second, we will witness a rapid and clear differentiation 
in the way of life and morals of youths Three tendencies 
may arise: |. The great majority of youths will live and 
work normally like patriotic citizens 2 Some progres 
sive youths will strive to study and work with a greater 
intensity than before in order to achieve their wonderful 
ideals 3. A sizable percentage will continue to undergo a 
crisis of ideals and suffer the effects of social evils They 
will live a debauched life and commit crimes 

Third, the differences betwen the generations in terms 
of circumstances, living conditions, and psychology have 
created differences between them with respect to ways of 
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thinking and acting Many older people offen view things 
in terms of before and after and so they are satisfied by 
what has been accomplished Bul many young people 
often view things in terms of “breadth,” and so they 
easily become dissatisfied and even pessimistic about the 
fact that their Country 1s infenor to many countries in the 

and world. On the other hand, because they 
to a younger generation, they do not see all the 

effects of the war or all the crmes of impenalem And 
they do not fully understand the wonderful traditions of 
the nation and party 

Fourth, we have, are, and will continue to try and 
attract and win over youths In conditions in which the 
“door has been opened.” commodity production is 
expanding. and the domestic economy continues to 
experience difficulties. some youths will definitely 
experience a crisis of confidence and ideals Maki 
use of this situation, the reactionary elements 
enemy forces will, openly or secretly, seek ways to draw 
in and divide the youths This 1s a problem that needs 
to be examined and solved promptly 

Based on the above predictions, we must formulate 
suitable policies and measures to organize and assemble 
all strata of youths. forge solidarity among them. and 
manifest their role in building and defending the father. 
land, making the Country ncher and stronger, making the 
people happy. and creating a civilized society This 1s 
really the political mobilization work of the party This 
must be carrned on in a synchronized way based on close 
coordination among the educational environments and 
between mobilization, education, ard persuasion and 
the implementation of the polices, positions, and pro- 
grams in accord with the laws. The resolution of the 
Fourth Plenum of the CPV [Communist Party of 
Vietnam) Central Committee (Seventh Term) poimted 
out the basic guidelines and tasks of youth work im the 
present situation In order to effectively implement those 
guidelines and tasks. we feel that things must be orga- 
nized and that there must be close coordination among 
all the organizations in the political system with the help 
and support of all the people 

First, the Ho Chi Minh Communist Youth Union must 
resolutcly hit the targets and look for solutions It must 
continue to renovate itself and make adjustments so that 
it becomes a strong organization and the activist im 
expanding the front to forge solidanty among and bring 
youths together 

Concerning the target of organizing and burlding the 
youth union, on one hand, the target is to improve the 
quality of the youth union members and union organs- 
zations. particularly the primary level organizations, 
based on a new awareness and new standards On the 
other hand, the target is to continue renovating the 
organizational forms and the operating contents and 
forms of the unson im accord with the mobilization and 
developmental mechanisms and tendencies of the youth 
union in the new stage 
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As for guiding the work of forging solidarity, bringing 
youths together, and building the Vietnam Youth Union, 
the target 1s to strengthen the w ork of forging solidarity. 
bringing youths « and building 
on the spirit of tion 88 
Committee and Resolution 25 of the Politburo (Sith 
Term). The re Se ae © Se ae 
must be vaned, union chapters must be expanded 
on occupations, legitimate needs, and preferences, and 
the clubs and youth cultural exchange centers must be 
expanded Union building must be stressed in the 

be maintained and promoted with the main themes 
being “the confluence of a hundred hands 
together,” preserve the beloved green and “for 
our future “ Emphasis must be placed on those activities 
that will help build the economy th various. 
echelon capital ard funds and through . young 
businessmen, vocational centers, job recommendations 
for youths, agricultural promotion chapters, and so on 

As for how to organize and build the youth union so 
that it has the strength to serve as the activist in forging 
solidarity and bringing together youths, the quality of 
the vouth union ataien and umon organizations at 
the primary level must be solidified and improved 
Rank: of cadres must be burit, things must be arranged 
rationally, and the various-echelon organizations of 
the youth umon must be effectively improved and 
given guidance The operating contents and formulas 
must be renovated in accord with the new situation 
The various-echelon party building and administrative 
staffs must be strong The material base must be built 
up. and sources of revenues to pay for the union's 
activities must be created. 

ef 

Second, the youth union would like to suggest to the 
party that it formulate concrete, practical, and surtable 
policies regarding youths and the youth movement with 
the aim of training youths and manifesting the: assault 
strength Specifically 

The party should closely guide the implementation of 
Resolution 25 of the Politburo (Sixth Term) and the 
resoluuion of the Fourth Plenum of the CPV Central 
Committee (Seventh Term) on “Youth Work in the 
New Era” from the central echelon to the bases It 
should make preliminary summanes and overal! sum- 
maries in a timely manner after effectively imple- 
menting the above resolutions 
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Third, the youth union suggests the following to the 
state 

The state should continue reforming See, oe 
the people's standard of culture, and traning 
people. This should be regarded as one of the basic 
policies of the state with respect to the ecneration 
In the state's policies on youths, the odesnenst 
problem 1s to invest in improving the quality of educa- 
tion and improving health 

The party's polices on youths should be systematized 
by laws and legal documents Each year, the govern- 
ment should implement programs on youth work such 
as programs to create jobs, chmuinate illiteracy, and 
build maternal bases to support education and the 
cultural and spiritual lives of youths There must be 
measures and policies to preserve and develop the 
national culture in order to create a wholesome envi- 
ronment for the growth of youths 

State of government organizations for car- 
rying on youth work should be established Regulations 
on the relationship between the authorities and the 
youth union at the various echelons should be formu- 
lated There must be policies to encourage youths to 
carry out the task of burlding and defending the father- 
land in the localities and spheres that are still capen- 
encing many difficulties and hardships 

Studies should be done on entrusting the youth union 
with the task of managing and using the cxrsting essential 
maternal bases The union should be anded in 
the necessary material bases (such as youth cultural 
educational centers at the central echelon and im the 
localitves). and an annual budget should be allocated for 
union activities at a stable rate 

Favorable conditions must be created for the youth 
union to participate in building the economy im accord 
with the laws in order to mcrease revenue sources for 
union octivities and the education of the voung 

Finally. the youth union must coordinate things closely 
with the mass social organizations in order to educate 
and train youths effectively The youth umon hopes that 
all cadres. party members. and older people will coop- 
erate fully in educating youths and gradually overcoming 
the psychology of depending on. “giving blank checks 
to.” and “entrusting” the work of educating youths and 
children to the union and schools 

We hope and believe that carrying on youth work 
hased on the renovation mottoes and with coordina- 
tron and a division of labor throughout society under 
the leadership of the party will certainly lead to new 
changes in buriding a new generation that will continue 
to advance along the socialist path chosen by the party, 
President Ho. and the people 
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of rural management and adminuwtrative control and shirk the 

: 

s Fees! 3335 

2 | 

ison work when assigned party or mass organization work 
“Committee soldiers are higher than “mass organiza 
tron officials” the party is familar with officral letters 

Hon, while cooperatives are familiar with money and paddy,” 
For and son Such things have become the psychology and 

, Wa actions of many party member and even committee 
ot echelon members 

has = ds Idewlogncal differences between the generations and 
Minh strata of party members In my view. thes can be viewed as 
ed an ideological conflict between generations— young party 

members who hold postions and party members who are 
mem —s elderly retired cadres Young party members are enthus- 
many astic about the work, but out of “fear of the older party 
party members, they think that i 1s “best to eet etl and remain 
over quiet.” They don't dare say anything The older, experi- 

forma- = enced party members can speak out, but “action does not 
by the — follow one's wishes and they no longer have the strength 

has = =—s to. do things. The two generations have a bad impression of 
each other and are even suspicious of each other, This 
situation has limited the political strength of the party 
organizations and made | imposible to explo their 

low, political strength Besides this, we must also mention the 
concerns about the negative phenomena in society There 

- Actual studies «So mism. discouragement feelings of helplessness, and 
4: Feeling that today’s economic and social problems cannot 

reral be solved Ideas about meritonous officials and status, 
conservatiem. and a lack of confidence mm youths on the 
part of many older party members in many places are 

paternalism These «= things that have led to disturbances and law-suits and 
hat have caused many difficulties for the bases 

They 4. Party member quality and prestige ‘9 1991, studies in 
of the 20 villages subordinate to 5 rural districts of Hanoi 

see fit. They showed that 40 percent of the party members played an 
who exemplary vanguard role and that 24.5 percent of the 

The party committee secretaries were really talented people 
work are - Who had prestige Surveys conducted at 246 party bases 

interwoven and have a mutual effect on each other They in 24 districts in (former) Nghe Tinh Province showed 

f 
| 

| 
: 3 . 

can that 3.875 party members (8) percent of the party 
in Members surveyed) owed debts on cooperative products 

party Of the 253 party members of Dien Tho Village in Dien 
Ban District, Quang Nam-Danang Province, only 26.4 
percent were exemplary vanguard party members while 
64.6 percent had limitations In Tuy Hoa District in Pho 

po-lucky Yen, only 47.9 percent of the party members had man. 
struggle ifested thei exemplary vanguard role In Lam Dong, 
imposed = only W) percent of the party members were exemplary 
villages. vanguard party members while 60 percent had limita- 

fertile trons In Tan An Village in Ngoc Hien, Minh Hai, 8 
percent were Type A 

Thus, in the rural areas today, only about W) percent of 
the party members have really manifested thei role 
and had an effect, 590 percent are “average” party 
members (not better than ordinary people), and the 
rest are party members who have to be dealt with using 
a variety of forms 

fi 
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Il Solutions and Suggestions 

In order to handle the above situation, | think that the 
following things must be done 

| Party members standard must be clearly defined in 
accord with realities in the rural areas 

Based on the stipulations in the party statutes on party 
member qualifications, concrete standards on party 
members qualifications in the various zones, including 
the rural areas. must be formulated uniformly A number 
of places have concretized the party statutes, put forth 
specific standards for party members in accord with local 
realities, and begun to achieve results For example, 
Hoai Duc District in Ha Tay has stipulated three 
requirements concerning qualifications for pasty mem. 
bers in rural areas. |. With respect to themselves, they 
must participate fully in party activities and have spe- 
cific jobs. 2. As for their families, they cannot be in debt 
for cooperative products and must be “new cultural 
families.” 3. With respect to socie:’, they must set an 
example ynd not break the law 

2. Party members must be trained well 

The ranks of pasty members in the rural areas lack unity 
with respect to many things (age, standards, capalulities, 
understanding, standard of living, and so on), and so 
training them, ts very difficult and complex Morcover 
the y~ Nowe in standards and curioms and habits 
among the various zones in the rure! areas also pose 
problems that musi be considered i> order to have 
suitable measures and organizations in my view. the 
party committee echelon: must give attention to classe. 
fying the targets (young pariy members and retired party 
members who are not well) and cxamining the special 
characteristics of the areas (mountainous areas, Catholic 
areas, and so on) in order to formulate the necessary 
training programs, conte ts, and niethats. Of course, 
this must be based on the programs and g neral cpula- 
trons of the central echelon 

The common point in training party memb sr: 1s to help 
them realize that they represent the intere: 6 and view. 
points of the working class in the rural ares. speci!ica’) 
in the hamlets and villages, the places whe ¢ the, ‘ive 

work. They must be helped to manifest heir qual- 
and capabilities in busiding the cooperat: ¢ and the 

ral area, specifically in implementing” _ wlution 
the Politburo (oth Term) on reno. ning the 

agricultvry| management mechanism. This must be 
regarded the yardstick by which to me wire the 
quality and Palifications of the party membe, 

Along with the gercral iseucs, party members ..* de 
given training in special topics such as car ng «4 
excellent commercial protuction. chminating unger 
and poverty. applying screntific advances in ., ricu’- 
ture, overcoming supers: ‘ons, implementing | mil, 
planning, looking after the elderly, and so on in accord 
with cach target and stage in cach specific are. A 
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special point that must be given attention is putting 
(raining on the might track, ensuring real quality, 
having Mexible formes. 

Party commitioe echelons must strive to ensure that the 
party members are provided with timely, uniform, and 
accurate information The ¢ of the An 

V [Communist of 

achieved by sending copies of 
(which ts prepared by the provincial CPV committee) to 
the part) chapters every month 

\. The quality of the activities of the party bases must be 
improved, and emphasis must be given to improving the 
rural party chapters 

a. With respect to a eS 
committees must y guide the party bases in 
= the stipulations of the central echelon on the 
work of the party bases in the rural areas. They must 
conduct inspections, classify things, and timely 
help to the party bases so that improve 
then standards and are worthy of being the 
organizations at the primary level 

b. With | to the party chapters, the party com- 
Mitloe ec s, particularly primary-level party com- 
pe, mist focus on carrying out the following tasks 
we 

They must strengthen and train the ranks of party 
chapter secretaries’ The most able party members who 
have the most prestige and who have the most favorable 
conditions for serving as secretary must be appointed. 
There must be plans for training them in all 
especially Concerning commercial pi oduction and party 
work 

They must construct varied party chapter models in 
accord with the sites, party member targe's. and sectors. 

On sale Each party chapter should have !0-15 mem- 
bers. ho will be on charge of 120 159 famihes. 

(mn form. These can be nized based on production 
units, hamlets, sectors. party member targets. The 
expenences of a number of show that the vanety 
and fea ibility of the party c forms will enable the 
narty chopters to operate effectively, limit the negative 
aspects i party work in the rural areas (such as conflicts 
between oenerations of party members, “family party 
chapters,” and so on), control the ment of party 
members. und gradually overcome the * pots” in 
the rural .reas (particularly the mountain arcas and 
Catholic 70 15) 

activity contents and formulas must be renovated. 
From reviewing things, 1 1s clear that party chapter 
activities can include two forms imternal activities and 

ial activities. 'n internal activities, the party mem- 
will discuss internal party matters (such as political 

ip provlems, organizational work, criticism and 
If-criticism, aod party member inspections). In special 
ivities, the party members will discuss prob. 

le*vs such as par'y members engaging in family economy 
ac vities, the metter of helping party members who are 
capenencing difliculties, and production and busines 
experiences. As the expenences of Thien Hung Village in 
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Loc Ninh District, Song Be Province have shown, if 
these two aspects are coordinated well, party chapter 
activities will be richer and more practical and effective 

Assigning tasks to and controlling party members Lach 
party member must have clear functions and specific 
tasks. No party member must be allowed to remain 
outside the control of the organization of collective— 
most directly the party chapter—with respect to con- 
cepts, tasks, activities, and other social relationsh 
There must be procedures for conducting both 
and unscheduled inspections 

4. The ranks of party members must be resolutely 
purified on a lar basis, and there must be firm and 
effective steps. party izations, above all the 
party chapters, must rely on the results of implementing 
the resolutions and policies of the party in each of the 
specific tasks of the party members. At the same time, 
they must examine the relationship between the party 
members and their families and the hamlets in which 
they reside and work. Every means available, from 
making internal evaluations and classifications to 
obtaining the views of people outside the party, must be 
used to analyze their quality and implement measures to 
educate and deal with party members promptly in 
accord with party statutes. In order to limit localism, 
clannishness, saving face, and evasion, purifying the 
ranks of party members must be carried on in a synchro- 
nized way both within the party and administration and 
outside in society with close guidance from top to 
bottom. 

5. Expanding the party 1s a practical and urgent require- 
ment 

Expanding the party in the rural areas must be tied 
closely to delineating the ranks of primary-level cadres. 
This 1s a source for supplying the new factors so that the 
party can expand its forces and, at the same time, carry 
out its task of organizing the cadres. The party organi- 
zations must give attention to building and leading the 
youth union and regard building the youth union as an 
element of party building. The important point here is 
that the party committee echelons must guide things 
closely, and the administrative echelons and mass orga- 
nizations must coordinate things in a synchronized way. 
Only in this way will it be possible to formulate specific 
projects und plans and tre expanding the the party to 
implementing the political tasks and cadre work And 
only in this way will it be possible to effectively limit the 
present tendency toward local thinking. clannishness, 
and rivairies in the rural areas. 
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