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many workers and laborers to help in formulating the 
constitution, trade union law, and many other laws (such 
as the laws on investment, ions, private enter 

tanes, labor contracts. protection, health 
. public inspections, and housing). In partic 

wlar, the trade unions have implementing 
Measures to incicase wages to pace with inflation 
and to provide aid in times of y, and they have 
participated in formulating wage and social insurance 
reform) plans 

The trade unions have renovated educating and mob 
lizing the workers based on being dynamic, creative. and 
self-conscious from the primary level Clubs based on 
circ.cs, interests, and special themes have been pro- 
moted. The quality of the operations of the various 
means of communication in the trade union system from 
the central echelon to the prunary level (such as news- 
papers, journals, radio, television, and publishing 

) has been improved. Millions of trade union 
members have participated in ideological activities with 

such as “exploit the Vietnamese trade unions 
year tradition” and “follow the path chosen by Pres- 

‘dent Ho” and in debates on the party's draft program, 
on the 1992 draft constitution, and on the draft trade 
union law. Joint cultural and sports activities between 
zone trade unions (such as the Central Highlands, 
phy bo and Western Trung Bo) have been 
carried on, the activities have been effective More 
attention has yt ~ trade union theoretical 
activities and to the experiences of 

the cooperative relationship between the sector trade 
vu ms and the local labor unions has become closer and 
cio t and more and more effective. The ranks of cadres 
hav been reorganized. Thirty percent of full-time cadres 
hav. specialized college standards, 20 percent have 
higher level standards, and 40 percent have middle-level 
standards regarding political theory and trade union 
work. There are now many part-time trade union cadres 
at the bases who are young and healthy people and who 
are enthusiastic about the work. 

The changes, research, and positive and active activities 
of the trade union s) stem in the past period affirm that 
the trade unions have matured greatly in the country's 
renovation movement. However, the trade unions still 
ee ee 
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of living, democracy, and social fairness.’ As for pro- 
tecting the interests of the laborer and participating in 
sate and economic management, the trade unions are 
still passive. The trade unions have been slow to partic. 
ipate in social activities. On the other hand, they have 
not done a good job in educating the laborers of mobi- 
izing them to partic: in the revolutionary action 
movements. Also, litthe has been achieved in getting 
laborers to join trade union organizat) vs subordinate to 
the economic elements. Cadre wo + not been given 
sufficient or all-round atientior 

3. Based on the achrevements and shortcomings, we can 
draw a number of initial conclusions. 

As we move deeper and deeper into the renovation 
movement, the activities of the trade unions cannot be 
separated from the leadership of the party Trade union 
activities must be aimed at supporting the political line 
of the party. As we switch to a market economy, the trade 
union organizations must hold fast to a working-class 
viewpoint 

The interests of the working class cannot be separated 
from the interests of the country and nation. The trade 
unions must protect the legitimate and rights of the 
workers and laborers. That is their main function. At the 
same time, they must also participate in managing, 
educating, and mobilizing the workers and laborers so 
that they actively contribute to dev loping the economy 
and maintaining political stability. 

In order to mobilize the workers and laborers in the 
economic elements, the trade unions must promote 
— about and explaining the laws and 
trade union statutes. Social activities must be strength- 

there must be many forms of organization in 
with the special occupational characteristics, and 

the vital interests of the workers and laborers must be 

Attention must be given to guiding, controlling, and 
reviewing things and to coordinating and cooperating 
with and gaining the support of the state organizations 

and the market economy, who understand the policies 
and who will struggle resolutely, and who have the 
confidence of the masses will the trade unions be able to 
play their role and carry out their functions well. 

Advance Steadily 

|. The new operating environment of the trade unions 
has the following special characteristics: 

Many commercial production organizations in many 
economic clements are operating in an interwoven 
manner. Laborers are both hired employees and masters 
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[Article by Trinh Dan: “What Is Realistic Socialism? 
(Comments on the Book Realistic Socialism. Crisis, 
Renovation, and Developmental Tendencies)” | 

[Text] The book Realistic Socialism. Crisis, Renovation. 
and Developmental Tendencies by Hoang Chi Bao, which 
was published by the Chinh Tri Quoc Gia Publishing 
House, has appeared at a time when everyone is very 
concerned about evaluating realistic socialism This 
book shows the in-depth research and profound thought 
of the writer. In the book, the writer puts forth a number 

ideas in order to defend socialist ideais and targets, 
rms that socialist ideals are “rational, in line 

with progress and development, and objective.” At the 
same time, he says that “for us, choosing a socialist 
development path 1s a unanimous choice that cannot be 
changed” and that “renovation based on a socialist 
orientation as mentioned by the party contains scientific 
faith” (pages | 1 3-114). While commenting on the issues 
mentioned, the writer strives to analyze and evaluate 
realistic socialism, particularly the causes and roots of 
the crisis and defeat of socialism in the Soviet Union and 
Eastern Europe. in order to learn useful lessons for 
renovation theory and practice im our country. In the 
present situation, there are many complex theoretical 
and practical problems that must be studied and 
reviewed. The that the writer's purpose was to study 
and uncover new aspects of socialism 1s to be applauded. 

However, after finishing this book, | couldn't help 
feeling worried and uneasy. In my view, the reason for 
conducting studies and making discoverics concerning 
the theory of scientific socialism is to protect what ts 
correct, revise what is incorrect, create and develop 
things as required by new realities, and. finally, increase 
faith in socialist construction. But after finishing this 
book, I felt that I had been led to doubt and reject 
realistic socialism. Aiso, in his book, the author contra- 
dicted himself many times. For example, the author 

5 

affirmed Marxism-Leninism and the yy AY 
socialism, but he then viewed this theory as just “ 
and scientific hypotheses” (page 20). And its 
just an “experiment” (page 8 and many other 
The author affirmed the “achievements 

= 

i in 
socialism in the Soviet Union” but then he said that that 
yeaah yf epbeerphdy oe DJ, fF 
ideas and hit the real targets of socialism” 9). The 
author affirmed the renovation line of the and 
Seventh Communist Party of Vietnam [CPV] Con- 
gresses, bul then said that we must another 
“development strategy” (page 78) and that we must 
“design's new theoretical model” (page 113) 

is “a test of 
a new society” (page 8). In many 

First, the author said that realistic socialism 

Tseng Aiding il eat Hid yeaheah 
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Vietnam is basically an issue of the future” (page | |). 

is, when will there be socialism”? Will socialism 
appear sometime in the future, and are there 
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Many times, the author emphasizes that “our country 

“What is socialism? It will be a long time before that 
— > be answered” (page 95). The question 

still doesn't have socialism 
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strengthen the functional ministries, cut back the min- 
istries that manage sectors (replacing them with 
national general corporations), and reorganize the 
organizations directly subordinate to the government. 
This is in accord with the need to streamline organiza- 
tion and have few centers and middlemen. This will 
also separate production and commercial activities 
from the functions of the ministries. 

In place of the administrative management forms and 
instead of deep interference in the production and 
commercial management activities of the enterprises, 
the management activities of the ministries must be 
raised to the level of formulating regulations and 
managing the entire sector and the entire sphere (both 
at the central echelon and in the localities and in all 
economic elements). The ministries must be capable of 
formulating strategic plans and long-term and interme- 
diate plans based on market forecasts. They must set 
guidelines and have a scientific and technical develop- 
ment policy to help the sectors. Along with the finan- 
cial, banking, and price tools, the ministries must give 
attention to planning with completely new contents 
and formulas suited to switching to a iaarket mecha- 
nism under the control of the state. 

Decree 15/CP of 23 March 1993 stipulates that the 
ministries have the right to establish and disband siate 
enterprises subordinate to the ministries, stipulate pro- 
duction and business guidelines, control the preservation 
of capital and the use of property, appoint cadres to lead 
the enterprises, and so on. These stipulations must be 
studied and handled in accord with the development 
requirements of a multifaceted economy. And they must 
be studied in order to answer the question: Are the 
ministries still the higher echelon management organiza- 
tions of the enterprises? 

It is the ministers who implement state executive power 
on a rationwide scale in the sectors and spheres for 
which they are responsible. The ministers are under the 
centralized and unified leadership of the premier and are 
responsible to the prem. -; and National Assembly. 

Today, the fundamenta! reason for the poor manage- 
ment at various echelons in the executive apparatus is 
that the individual rights and responsibilities of the 
management cadres are inadequate and unclear. The 
premier and vice premiers cannot do the work of the 
ministers. As for employing only a few vice ministers, 
besides the goal of reducing the management centers, 
another goal is to prevent higher echelons from 
encroaching on the powers of the ministers. Similarly, 
the reason for appointing only a few heads is to prevent 
lower echelons from encroaching on the powers of the 
ministers. 

Based on the spirit of the 1992 Constitutioa on 
appointing people to more than one position, besides the 
premier, steps must be taken to keep to a minimum the 
number of members of the government participating as 
delegates to the National Assembly and holding other 
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[Article by Doan Hue, not translated) 

Article by Hoai Anh, not translated) 
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