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are to use their power with the credentials of 
active subjects of social activities. To do this, the party's 

must be renovated and improved, and the 
i of the mass organizations must be 
respected. In particular, a state with socialist jurisdiction 
must be built so that all of society, including the party 
and state, lives and works in accord with the laws. 

3. Individual freedom is the condition for expanding the 
freedom of .“ You cannot have “one for all” 
unless you also have “all for one.“ Each person must live 
within the framework of good social relationships. 

ted, which means that the human 
ted." Steps have not been taken to 

“actually manifest unity between the economic and 
social policies." Thus, the potential of our socialist 
ee eS ee ae oe 

. There are still many burning social problems that 
in order to ensure normal living and 

ions for each person, for ;eproduction, 
the development of good social relationships: 

wage system, security, welfare, social justice, and 
to eliminate idleness and create great 

enthusiasm for development, it is essential that we 

other, with social equality 
for all. But socialism, just like the road to socialism, is 
not average-ism, and it certainly isn't boorish average- 
ism that regards individual personality as something 
unimportant or something that must be eliminated. Each 
great social achievement requires collective effort, orga- 
nization, and discipline, but collective activities cannot 
be carried out without individual innovation and perse- 
verance. We have long advocated elevating collectivism 
and opposing individualism, but not crushing individ- 
uals or eliminating human units. But in reality, just a few 
years ago, no one dared to earn a lot of money or openly 
declare that he had broken out of the mold in society or 

your dreams, and submit to your fate even if things are 
not pleasant. In the past, we gave too much emphasis to 
the collective. Now, to enable people to become the 

Socialism in Vietnam—Retrospective and Renovation (Research) 
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Although we advocate collectivism and oppose individ- 
ualism, we must respect each individual and give each 
person the freedom to grow. This is because the collec- 
tive is more important than the individual only when it 
is the collective body composed of all individuals. If each 
person is just a zero, the larger collective will be a zero, 
too. And that is without mentioning the outstanding 
individuals with great abilities. 

4. Stressing the role of the human factor and regarding 
this as the decisive factor for the development of society 
will be meaningless unless people change and their 
thinking, spirit, morals, and abilities are developed. This 
also means that if people are concerned about cultural 
and spiritual interests, they will be a great force in 
developing society, particularly in today’s world, where 
intelligence has become a great resource. 

We have also scored many outstanding achievements in 
this sphere, but these achievements were all scored in a 
previous period. Socialism is at a turning point in its 
development and is being renovated in accord with its 
nature. People, with the credentials of the motive force 
in building socialism, must be capable of overcoming the 
mistakes of the past and manifesting the superiority of 
socialism. They must affirm their socialist ideals by 
relying on socialist bases and opposing the distortions 
and lies of those who are stirring up trouble and 
exploiting the pessimism and vacillation with respect to 
socialism. They must prove that the reason why we have 
chosen socialism rather than capitalism is that socialism 
is the only correct path and that after a period of labor, 
socialism in our country has scored the most recent 
achievements of modern science and technology and is 
looking for measures and forms to become an effective 
economic leader and manifest Vietnam's potential under 
the leadership of the Communist Party of Vietnam. 

Facing these requirements, we must face up to our 
present backwardness in the cultural and spiritual 
spheres, not only in actual situations but also in view- 
points. We are backward in theoretical understanding. 
Eight million people are illiterate. Culture and education 
have declined. Will Level-I education be universal by the 
year 2000” Few people can say anything about manage- 
rial culture, because few are skilled in their work. Here, 
there are 30-40 times fewer scientific and technical 
cadres in the research and development sector than there 
are in the socialist countries of Eastern Europe. And the 
number is even much smaller than that in many of the 
developing countries in Asia. Scientific and technical 
products do not fetch as much as commodities, and 
“brain power is cheaper than brawn.” As a reward, only 
3 kg of rice was given to each of those who undertook a 
10-year project to study crop varieties and who made a 
profit of billions of dong each year using main-crop 
methods. The Initiatives and Inventions Department of 
the State Science and Technology Commission has 6 
million pieces of data, but each day, only three people 
use this material. That is without mentioning the waste 
of intellectual products and other capabilities. The small 
amounts invested represent a disaster for education, 
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science and technology, the cultural work of the Ministry 
of Culture, and public health. All of this stems from 
erroneous and superficial ideas about the position and 
role of culture in socialism and in today’s world, We 
must overcome the idea of giving these sectors only the 
“left over’ investment tal and cadres, That is the 
only way to satisfy the cultural needs of the people and 
create the conditions necessary for the all-round devel- 
opment of each individual so that they are rich spiritu- 
ally, pure in thought, perfect physically, and creative in 
thought and action. Intelligence is a valuable asset, and 
ability is a scarce commodity. There were many “wise 
men” in the past. The Vietnamese people, who are brave 
and intelligent, need new abilities in this new period. We 
“ust soon perfect the human strategy and the policies on 
intelligence and our socialist geniuses. 

Lenin said that “illiterates are outside politics.’ Today, 
the need for literacy is probably even greater. President 
Ho said that “in building the country, there are four 
problems that must be given attention and that must be 
considered to be of equal importance: politics, the 

economy, society, and culture.”' Culture is the indi- 
vidual standards of a society, the individual standards of 
each person. Thus, in looking at the targets and motive 
forces of socialism, it is impossible to order the cultural 
and spiritual problems and lives of the people and say 
that people's problems are inferior. 

In summary, if people are to be the decisive factor in 
socialist construction, there must be a a dynamic system 
to produce causes and effects. This dynamic system will 
be of overall benefit. Above all, it will benefit the 
laborers materially. This requires that we reconsider 
socialism in terms of its humanity and democracy: all for 
man and for the happiness and all-round development of 
man. Everything rests with man. * 

Although people must be the motive force, they must 
also be the target of social’ m. That is the dialectic. 

1. Ho Chi Minh, “On Cultural and Artistic Work,” Su 
That Publishing House, Hanoi, 1971, p 70. 
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Man and Class 

00000000 Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN in Vietnamese 
No 7, July 89 pp 27-32 

[Thien Nhan and Hoang Cong; article no _ranslateu] 

A New Proposal on Agricultural Development in 
the Mekong Delta 
902E0112C Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN in 
Vietnamese No 7, Jul 89 pp 33-39 

[Nguyen Khac Vien] 

ext] During a trip to Nam Bo at the beginning of 1989, 
had the good fortune to find a book and a person. In my 

opinion, the book, Agricultural Production Systems in the 
Mekong Delta, is one of just a handful of books that 
succeeds in showing the close relationship between the 
natural and social sciences. | wanted to meet the author, 

ineer Dang Kim Son. | thought that | would meet an 
y scholar with gray hair, but instead he turned out 

to be very young. And I was happy to see that he was a 
scientist who had much practical experience, who had 
pondered things deeply, and who had great enthusiasm. 
Below, | would like to record the answers that Dang Kim 
Son gave to a number of questions. 

[Vien] It's been reported that the Mekong Delta just had 
a successful rice harvest. You are close to the peasants 
there and so I'm sure that you are happy about and 
proud of this. 

[Son] Yes, I'm happy, but not that happy. It's true that 
the yield this year reached 7.7 million tons, which is | 
million tons higher than in previous years and almost 
double the rice yield right after liberation. Per capital 
rice yields have increased to 550 kg (in 1987, in the north 
the was only 230 kg). The agricultural sector has 
made a great effort: The amount of nitrogen and phos- 
phate fertilizers has increased 530,000 and 200,000 tons 
respectively, and the amount of insecticides has 
increased |,000 tons per year. In many provinces, yields 
have risen quite a bit: In Long An, yields increased 
130,000 tons, in Dong Thap, 160,000 tons, and in An 
Giang 70,000 tons. More than ever before, the Mekong 
Delta has shown itself to be the “rice bowl” of the 
country. Almost one-third of the total yield has been sent 
elsewhere, and the paddy purchased accounts for almost 
50 percent of that of the entire country. Yields of other 
products besides rice have increased, too. Sugar cane, 
fruit, and pepper yields account for 40 percent of the 
country’s total yield. The figure for legumes and tobacco 
is 30 percent, that for ducks is 50 percent, and that for 
marine products is 40 percent. The Mekong delta has 
provided 50 percent of the pork of the central echelon 
and contributed 60 percent of the e, port value of aquatic 
products of the entire country. 

[Vien] Then why did you say that you are not really 

happy” 
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29 January 1990 

[Son] If you sit in an office and read the reports seni in 
and see such good figures, you will certainly be >pti- 
mistic, It's true that since liberation, because of the 
efforts made by the peasants and sectors, agricultural! 
production has changed greatly. However, because | 
have worked a lot with the peasants (our research unit 
has conducted economic and technical surveys in almost 
400 households, carried on 100 tests, and used experi- 
mental models in many places), studied a number of 
primary source documents on natural and social condi- 
tions, and had a chance to read about the experiences of 
other countries and talk with specialists both here and 
abroad, in general, | see that there are still many prob- 
lems. The overall agricultural picture in our country, 
including the Mekong Delta, is still not very bright. Of 
course, every sector is encountering difficulties right 
now. Agriculture is not the only sector that is experi- 
encing difficulties. Even though the situation has 
improved and greater emphasis has been placed on 
agriculture, with the present guidelines for developing 
and investing in the Mekong Delta, I don't think that we 
have achieved the best results. And that is without 
mentioning the bad effects that this will have over the 
long term. 

[Vien] In what respect are things still not bright? 

[Son] The initial result of agricultural expansion must be 
an improvement in the standard of living of the peas- 
ants. As compared with the peasants in the Red River 
Delta—but not with peasants in other countries—the 
peasants in the Mekong Delta have more rice and fish. 
But looking at various other needs of life, it must be said 
that the peasants in the Mekong Delta are very poor. If I 
had to chouse to live in either a rural area in the north or 
a rural area in the south, the choice would not be 
difficult. 

[Vien] That seems to be contrary to the ideas and feelings 
of many people. 

[Son] In order to avoid subjective observations, let's look 
at the results of a number of surveys conducted by 
organizations among peasants in the Mekong Delta: 

Seventy percent of the peasants live in thatched huts, 
and one-third of these are small field huts. 

More than 50 percent drink unboiled water. The amount 
of cloth sold retail each year amounts to only 73 percent 
of the average for the entire country. Eighty percent do 
not have books or magazines to read. and 50 percent 
have never seen a film. In a survey conducted among 90 
households in three province, it was found that the 
adults consumed an average of | 800 calories a day, and 
only 14 percent of the energy was provided by protein. 
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Norm above 100,000 people Mekong Delta Entire country 

Number of general schools 17.7 24 

Middle school students 600 1,350 

Scientific and technical cadres 4” 1,216 

Cadres with college standards 316 760 

Hospitals 1.2 2.1 

Medical Doctors 4 93 

or More rice is produced, but they are still poor. 
y’ 

[Son] To increase rice yields, we must invest. The 
research results of the 1988 Intensive Rice Cul'ivation 
Program show that in order to reach a yield of 8-10 tons 
per hectare per two crops, each crop requires 80-90 kg of 
pure nitrogen, 40-60 of phosphate, 4-5 tanks of 
insecticide, 10-15 ke of preservatives, and 60-100 
kg of fuel. With the excellent work households in An 
Giang, to have a yield a 6-8 tons per hectare each 
winter-spring season, we must invest 3.6 tons of paddy. 
In Long An, to have a yield of 9 tons per hectare per two 
crops, we must invest 4.6 tons. That does not include the 
100-130 man-days per hectare per crop or the invest- 
ments in building water conservancy projects and fields. 
After subtracting their expenses, the peasants who grow 
rice receive only about 50 percent of the yield. After 
setting aside rice for his family and livestock, each 
person is left with about 250 kg of paddy to satisfy the 
other needs during the year (at the lowest prices in the 
country). The peasants are not starving, but they are 
illiterate, sick, and undernourished. A conference on 
housing was held recently in the Mekong Delta, but after 
much discussion, no conclusion was reached about how 
to overcome the situation in which 70-80 percent of the 
peasants must live in thatched huts because of their low 
incomes. Even though rice prices increased last 
year, they have lagged far behind the price of industrial 
goods, including the price of insecticide, gasoline, and 
machinery. Unlike many other countries, our country 
cannot subsidize the price of materials for those who 
grow rice. In the interests of the entire economy, paddy 
prices cannot be increased very much. 

[Vien] But rice yields must be increased quickly if we are 
to solve the grain problem. 

[Son] That is the key point. Today, the policy of the 
agricultural sector is to concentrate investments on 
increasing grain production, particularly rice, by 
increasing the area, productivity, and multicropping. 
The key points are to open up several hundred thousand 
additional hectares of new high-producing varieties of 
rice and increase the number of crops per year, including 
in the recently opened areas. To do this will require 
much machinery, gasoline, fertilizer and insecticide. 
People will have to migrate, and water 
systems will have to be opened quickly. To date, we have 
not invested very much in agriculture. Investments must 
be increased greatly. Take fertilizer, for example. We 

have provided only 60 kg of NPK per hectare as com- 
pared with 180 kg in China and 300-400 kg in Eastern 
Europe. As FAO and PNUD agricultural specialists 
observed in 1985: “With little investment, yields of 2.75 
tons of paddy per hectare are excellent.” If we concen- 
trate on investing more fertilizer, insecticides, 
machinery, and manpower, we can increase yields by |.2 
million tons of paddy a year. That would take only a few 
years. And the agricultural sector is moving in that 
direction. 

[Vien] With such a policy, how can you be skeptical 
about the results? 

[Son] Whenever we take ‘eporters or higher-echelon 
cadres to see a new canal built in a region that was 
formerly a wilderness and that is now producing 4-5 tons 
of paddy a year, where the newly arrived peasant house- 
holds are producing high yields, it’s easy for them to 
think that this is a great success. But if you really want to 
be the master, you must invest much money. You will 
certainly think: Shouldn't that amount of ign cur- 
rency and labor have produced more than this? What 
should be done to achieve the highest investment results 
possible? Let me say something about investing in water 
conservancy. The Tan Thanh Water Conservancy Office 
in Long An Province told me that to drain a hectare of 
rice, you must excavate and emplace 388 cubic meters of 
earth, and to irrigate a hectare of rice you must excavate 
and emplace 554 cubic meters of earth (64 percent of the 
work is done by machine). In Moc Hoa, 510 cubic meters 
of earth must be excaveted and emplaced for each 
——— rice. It is also necessary to build 
water conservancy projects in the fields and perfect the 
fields. In 1988, Long An excavated and and emplaced 6 
million cubic meters of earth. At the end of the 19th 
Century when the Mekong Delta first began to be 
farmed, to increase the rice area by | hectare, you had to 
excavate only 12 cubic meters. By 1920, this figure had 
increased to 161 cubic meters. Now it is 500-600 cubic 
meters. In wilderness areas, rnachines must be used, and 
communications routes must be opened. Storehouses 
must be built, and machines and electricity must be 
installed. Besides that, as mentioned above, much more 
fertilizer and insecticide is needed. Except for man- 
power, the other expenditures all require foreign cur- 
rency. Today, according to most proposals, to produce 
10 million tons of rice in the Mekong Delta in the next 
few years, more than $200 million in foreign currency 
will be needed. But last year, exports by the entire 
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agricultural sector reached only 200 million rubles- 
dollars. That is without mentioning capital construction 
capital. Rice cannot support the development of rice. 

[Vien] Then, what can be done? How can we produce 
sufficient food for .onsumption? If we can't produce 
enough grain, whe, must we do? 

[Son] This is a fundamental issue that requires that we 
renovate our thinking. Are we looking for ways to 
produce much grain, that is, rice, or are we trying to 
provide people with enough food to eat? Let me give you 
some a few figures: Vietnam consumes much rice, aver- 
aging 239 kg per person per year. Thailand and Laos 
consume 15 percent less, and Indonesia and Malasia 
consume 50 percent less. India consumes only 30 percent 
as much as Vietnam. When a delegation led by General 
Secretary Nguyen Van Linh visited India, one member 
of the delegation asked an Indian scientist how India has 
managed to solve the food problem in view of the fact 
that India produces less than 200 kg of grain per person 
per year. His response was: “We don't eat just rice or 
wheat. We also eat many vegetables, fruits, and legumes 
and drink cow and goat milk.” At a conference on rice 
that was held in Hangzhou, China, in 1987, the repre- 
sentatives from 26 countries and international organiza- 
tions and scholars attending the conference unanimously 
concluded that “to become self-sufficient in grain by 
planting rice, a country must pay a heavy social price and 
must invest heavily in water conservancy and materi- 
als."’ Using agriculture as the basis for exporting goods 
and earning foreign currency requires that much foreign 
currency be invested in order to provide food. The result 
is a vicious circle. The first thing is to replace the meal 
pattern. This obsession with eating rice must be elimi- 
nated. 

[Vien] Changing a long-standing habit is not easy. 

[Son] During a ‘rip to India, specialists there told me 
that not too many years ago, the people in the north ate 
mostly wheat. In the south, the people ate mostly rice 
But people gradually abandoned their old habits. Today, 
meals include legumes, vegetables, and milk, and so they 
are more attractive. India has been successful in pro- 
cessing food and in coordinating large industry with 
small industry and handicrafts. Processing has added 
approximately 30 percent to the production costs, but 
the nutritional value and use rate have increased, too. 
Families can use both rudimentary or modern equip- 
ment to process food. Thus, changing the meal pattern 
must go hand in hand with changing the crop allocation 
and expanding the processing industry. During a trip to 
the Mekong Delta in 1987, Mr Savanige, a specialist with 
the Mekong River Cooperative Program stated: “Based 
on the development experiences in many places in the 
world, in countries or regions where rice production is 
still the main concern, life will continue to be difficult. 
Thus, studies must be done and proposals must be made 
concerning diversification in each place.’ The conclu- 
sion of basic research project No 60-02 was that in the 
Mekong Delta, rice cannot support rice. If our meal 
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patiern relies mainly on rice, even if we invest much 
machinery, fertilizer, and insecticide, the mono-cultural 
cultivation pattern will be backward. Agriculture will not 
be able to provide enough food for consumption and raw 
materials for industry and exports if we continue along 
this path. 

[Vien] Is there some other way? 

[Son] Before | answer that, | would like to talk about the 
agricultural situation in general. What is worrisome is 
that the increase in production has been very slow as 
compared with the increase in the population. During 
the past 30 years, rice yields in the north have increased 
almost 2 quintals per hectare. It still takes 10 man-days 
to produce | quintal of paddy just as it did decades ago 
(in the developed countries, this takes 10 minutes). Each 
year, our farming area declines 70,000 hectares a year 
while our population increases by |.2 million pe>nle. 
The agricultural allocation is seriously out of balance. 
Animal husbandry is weak, the forests are being 
destroyed, and the subsidiary food crops percentage 1s 
very small in the Mekong Delta. Rice accounts for 
almost 97 percent of the area cultivated in grain crops. 
Subsidiary food crops account for only 3.6 percent of the 
area (nationwide, subsidiary food crops account for 16.5 
percent of the area). The increased rice yields of the past 
several years have not gone beyond “feast or famine.” 
The agricultural sector has calculated that “in normal 
production conditions (no natural disasters), 10 percent 
of the peasant households still do not have enough grain, 
including households in the Mekong Delta.” 

[Vien] How can we soive this problem? 

[Son] A report of the Mekong Delta Integrated Basic 
Survey Program (1985-1986) stated: “The greatest 
obstacle is the idea that all the land in the Mekong Delta 
must be used to grow rice. If it becomes necessary to use 
some of the sulfate soil area in the Long Xuyen quad- 
rangle, Dong Thap Muoi, or Ca Mau Island, this will 
require huge investments in water conservancy projects 
and agricultural materials, and the interests of the envi- 
ronment will have to be sacrificed.” (Please note the 
statement about the environment.) The one-crop (rice) 
system cannot solve the immediate grain problem, and 
in the long term, this will destroy the environment. By 
then, it will be too late. We can rely on machine power, 
chemical fertilizers, insecticides, and the manual labor of 
millions of people in order to force nature to yield much 
rice. Subjugating nature like this can bring a number of 
immediate results, but in the long term, this will have a 
very bad effect. In the world today, in expanding agri- 
culture, there is a trend toward respecting nature instead 
of forcing nature and destroying the original production 
systems. There is a trend toward creating the conditions 
necessary to promote internal expansion, mobilizing 
capabilities, and limiting the shortcomings. That is, the 
trend is toward making full use of the natural and social 
laws and not forcing things in the direction you want 
when you have material and technical strength. 
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The Vang Tau on Dao Special Zone 10 Vears 
90280112D Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN in 
Vietnamese No 7 Jul 89 pp 40-44 

Artile Le Quang Thanh. secretary of the Vung 
au on Special Zone] 

[Text] In accord with the resolution of the National 
Assembly, the Vung Tau on Dao Special Zone was 
ervtablished on + | 1979 by merging —_ Taw City, 
Long Son Vi (which used to @ part of Dong Nai 
Province), and Con Dao Ward (which used to be a part 
of Haw Giang Province) 

The main political tasks that the central echelon 
entrusted to the Vung Tau-on Dao Special Zone 

. and protecting the oi! and gas on 
mainland and ai sea In the middie of 1980. when 

foreign capitalist companies terminated their oi! and gas 
contracts with us. the special one had to make prepara. 
tions for cooperation between Vietnam and the Soviet 
Union in this sphere Beginning in November 1981. after 
the Jomnt Vietnamese-Soviet Oil and Gas Enterprise was 
established. service activities became even more urgent 
Together with a large quantity of materials and technical 
equipment. more and more o1! and gas forces were sent 
to the spec al zone. Al present. the total number of 

i 

Vietnamese ond Soviet cadres. specialists. and workers 
here exceeds 10,000 people Even though there are still 
many diffic sities and shortages. since the very begen 
ning. the special zone has reserved good locations and 
houses and supplied a large quantity of food. electricity 
and water. and other consumer goods for these forces 
(The Jount Vietnamese-Sovict Onl and Gas Enterprise 
uses 29 percent of the total area managed by the 
local auth: ritves and |0 percent of the total power of th- 
entire special zone ) Thousands of family member. of 
the cadres. specialists. and workers have been given jobs 
Many new services in the information, communications 

zi ; z i 

petroleum industry Many housing and work zones with 
adequate facilities have been built Our on! and gas 
industry has trained a large number of skilled cadres. 
specialists. and workers who are capable of handling the 
complex technical tasks in an efficient manner By the 
end of 1988. the Joint Vietnamese-Soviet Oil and Gas 

Renovation 4)pinions and F xperieace i) 

Enterprise had fulfilled the plan of | million 
tons of crude of, of which almost 950, tone were 
exported 

Along with supporting oi! and gas caploration and 
drilling. bu economn bases managed by the local. 
ities i8 as one of the tal rone’s i ' 
political tasks Naturally. one of the leading is to 
support the oil and gas indusiry But building economic 
bases managed by the localities is also a very important 
task. because only by building such economic bases will 
it be to build a ' son” on which the 
centrally managed economy can grow 

During the past 10 years, because the special zone has 
constantly siriven to increase ton capabilities (by 
1988. the grows value of the fixed assets in the material 
production yphe:e had increased 10 fold and the 
social product had doubled) the zone can now satisfy the 
needs of the ot! and gas industry eS 
the situation here would be very passive and if 
annual per capita fish yields in the special rone were not 
the highest in the country and if the special zone was not 
$0-60 percent self-sufficient in meat and vegetables The 
needs of production and daily life are quite varied The 
special one cannot and. given the conditions of the 
commodity economy. does not have to produce every: 
thing on the spot. The important thing is to be able to 
expand the sources However. the only way that the 
special zone can engage in a two-way of many 
types of commodities and enrich the ty's com- 
modity fund even more is by exploiting the strengths of 

on the work practices, the Vung 
Taw-Con Dao Special Zone Party Organization clearly 
realizes that the most important thing 1s to decide on the 
proper direction of and determine suitable steps for the 
locally-managed economy 

Through a period of working. thinking. studying. and 
gaining cxapenence. during the past several years. the 
special zone party organization has affirmed that the 
local industries in the special zone are primarily service 
indusines While continuing to promote other economic 
activities, a great effort must be made to capand the 
service indusines and put these industries ai the fore- 
front In this. special attention must be given to travel 
and import-caport services This policy has become 
involved in life. generated clear economic results. and 
opened up a new direction for economic development in 
the locality 

Reality has shown that by expanding the travel indus- 
try—« “smokeless” industry—the special zone has made 

ive use of medium-sized and light materials and 
equipment and the favorable natural conditions in order 
to do business and provide jobs for many people by 



among the highest in 
tn dy ~ the vung Taw Travel ( orporation 
earned 18 dong and 10 millon rubles-dotlars 

rr i rilizes ie 3 
33 

} i i + i ! | : : ; i i 3 53 

ee te i eet red eh all: $2233; 

i z . z : i 7 
achieved yet But the special zone has managed to 

earn initial investment capital in hard currencies. pro- 
vided jobs for many laborers. and opened up a new and 

field Something else that 1s important 1s that 
this door,” the special zone now under 

uands the problems concerning potential and conc 
and investment structure and the information nec 
emary to determine which business methods will be 
effective 

a business activities” The only state 
must be fulfilled is that of “making payments to the 

budget The contract measures in the production 
sectors and the von and forest protection con i ; iF ‘i Hr sf 
and the law of supply and demand the special 
taken the initiative and been feasible in setting 
of many goods based on implementing the one-price 

z + 

the special one has favorable conditions for imple- 
menting the social policies and sat the essential 
cultural, social. security. and national needs of 
the people 

Tourists who viet Vung Tau frequently observe that the 

In the special zone today onc out of every four people 
has attended school The number of students from 
kindergarten through general middie school has 
imereased | 5-3.0 times as compared with when the 
special zone was first established Many new schools 
have been and are being built 

Professional and mass arts and letters activities are in 
full swing The number of books and magazines and per 
capita attendance at theaters and artistic events 1 high as 
compared with many other localities 

The special zone has a rather complete system of hospy- 
tals. clinics, and public health stations and many phar- 
maceutical supply installations The number of doctors 
in the special zone has doubled There 1s good coordina. 
thon between the public health and physical education 
sectors and the Red Crom, which are promoting the 
environmental improvement movement. the “initial 
health care” movement. and the physical training move- 
ment The national medical installations have achieved 
notable achievements in caamining and treating people 

The planned parenthood movement has achieved good 
result, too The population growth rate has declined 
from 2 percent to 1.7 percent 

Attention has been given to maintaining political secu- 
rity in the locality and to fulfilling the fatherland defense 
tasks 
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about direct 
be given 
laborers 

This 
work and labor 

must be simple 

at Seaham 
to 

and 

In agriculture, the state should collect only 10 percent in 

ay it was often stressed that 

taxes. As for the remaining amount. the cooperatives 
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state is the referee, the managerial regulations are 
the rules of soccer, and the enterprises are the players. 

The state must regulate and control the economy at the 
macro level using: 

rele } 
g is 

The reason for mentioning his problem is to ensure that 
the revolution in production relationships aims at the 
right targets in expanding the multi-faceted commodity 

economy. To talk about the eachange relationships in 
commodity production is to talk about commodity and 
market relationships: 

The of commodity production is produce 
to sell, not to that will be consumed by the 
producers . © talk about commodities is to talk 
about trading and about the relationship between goods 
and money. Money must be used as the means of 
circulation. Trading must be carried on using 
Goods are tied to money, and purchasing is 
So eee to the principle “payment of 
and delivery of goods.” 

Theory and practice have shown that exchange in kind 
between the state and the peasants has resulted in the 
state losing more than it has gained. About | 5-20 ( 
of the materials have been lost because of failing to 
collect sufficient agricultur | products. The capital has 
stagnated in the materials for 6 months. The commodity 
materials sent have not always been in accord with the 
specific needs of the peasants and so they have resold 
materials. This has given rise to more traders, who 

system of exchanges in kind must be abolished 
replaced by a commodity-money relationship. 

to implement the commodity money 
ship. there must be commodities and money, 
commodities and money must be controlled. This 
be done through trading based on commercial 
any A and “payment” based on low 
past. Controlling commodities and 

i Ss 

: 
32 #3 

a $72 
mean stockpiling goods in warchouses and cooning 
money in the . There must be a rapid turn-over 
both and currency. The and money must 
flow the place of production to the place of con- 

In order to expand production and commodity circula- 
tion. a marke! mechanism must be implemented. The 
commercial units must start from the purchasing needs 
and selling capabilitres of the markets in order to formu- 
late production and business plans. Every type of com- 
modity traded at the markets must be traded at current 
prices. 

The commodity markets are unified domestic social 
markets that are tied to international markets. This 

The labor market use mechanism will allow people to 
choose occupations and work places freely and enable 
labor contracts to be implemented widespreadly. 

The state must manage the markets not by forbidding 
marketing must by expanding production and com- 
modity circulation. The state must use mainly economic 
measures to manage the markets. such as building com- 
modity markets. reorganizing the markets. climinating 
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the middlemen, providing market services, and promul- —s|_ remember when | toured the northern border at the 
gating and implementing tax policies. State commerce —_ beginning of 1979. My task there was to find positive 
must be made an integral part of the social markets in factors and models in fighting to defend the fatherland. | 
order to compete and struggle. Our country’s markets —smet_a retired first lieutenant in M.T. Village. When the 
must strive to become part of the world market enemy attacked, this man si y held back tens 

fF f q | 
z target of the revolution in production relationships 
is NOL revolution for its own sake. Rather, the target is to 
ensure that relationships are always in 

the interests of the laborers principle of “work 
income and capital generating profits” must 

implemented. 

Exchange in kind must be abolished. Instead, the com- 
San al Gab Gall @ tana bb cme 

, there must be freedom in commodity 
circulation. 

Management must be renovated We must switch to 
commercial business and implement socialist self- 
management We cannot stop half-way. 

The ideas presented above may be night or almost right. 
| hope that they contribute to finding a suitable path 
given our country's conditions. 

The Truth and Writing About the Truth 
902E0112F Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN in 
Vietnamese No 7, Jul 89 pp 51-54 

i if : z 1 : 3 
, writers frequently stressed the role of 

used that as a criterion for their writing as well 
But that time seems to have passed. 

now pay little attention to or avoid the truth. if : : uj i it s i 
HH 

of enemy troops and their advance. Many 
minority militia troops t very bravely even if they 
did not achieve much. That is the truth, or one 
aspect of the truth. other side is not as nice, that is, 
the command and leadership organizations in many 
— wabed fled. Those are the two sides of the 
truth, 

The first lieutenant told me something very interesting: 
During the fighting, around noon each day, his mother, 
who was over 70 years old, brought rice to the battlefield 
for her son. His position was located on a mountain ridge 
near the enemy's position. While he ate, his mother 
stood guard and directed fire at the enemy, who were 
advancing stealthily. He told his mother to go home, but 
his mother said that she was not afraid. t moved 

when the achievements of the province were 
reported. After that, he was commended as a hero of the 
people's armed forces. 

Am | hiding the truth just because | can't remember the 
cowardly acts of many others and thus can't record them 
here? Is writing about the combat achievements of that 
first lieutenant the truth? | think that it is, and | think 

aging. Of course, later on we can't ignore the full truth 
regardiess of where it leads, but that is the work of 
historians and novelists. 

Chinh Xac Machine Factory |, and electric rice pots 
made by COVINA and HUWAL. This was a very short 
news item—which was probably true—but it had a great 

said 
changes 

place in checking the quality of electrical goods or the 
responsibilities of producers. But that short news item 
created great difficulties for the producers at a time when 



had to deal with the t threat imported 
~~ Should such — — 7 oy . 

More than 10 years ago ya — (it’s said that he 
studied abroad) said “that half a loaf of bread is still 
bread, but half the truth is not the truth. At first heari 
this sounds logical. But that is mediocre materialist 
logic. But the truth (as discussed here) cannot be com- 
pune eu Vang tte yp ty! 

reflected in the thinking, feelings, and 7 yh 
man. There is no such thing as a single truth as isa 
single material object. If the truth has two halves, there 

guidance approached by human understanding. Here, | 
will mention a few events that were reported in the press 
last year. There was also one event that each newspaper 
reported in a different way, which made it impossible for 
readers to understand the nature of the problem. 

suatia of that meeting. TIEN PHONG and TUOI TRE 
portrayed this as a major event and wonderful achieve- 

have gotten the i that the meeting focused 
exclusively on the irs of the editor in chief of V AN 
NGHE (which is being reorganized). Because of that, the 

ro —tgpiy Lig +4 

VAN NGHE was just a victim in this attack. 

Renovation—Opinions and Experience 
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Thus, where does truth, which we are all seeking, lie? It 
is — covered with nice-sounding and exotic bul very 
=e ng viewpoints. Much paper and ink and much 

L part of printers have been spent on such 
ts. Slowly, things have become clearer. The 

article * “The Personality of Writers” by Hoang Phu 
Ngoc, which appeared in TIEN PHONG. CHU NHAT 
No N 1989, was quite frank. What it said was “the 
truth,” 

The journey to the truth is not easy, because the truth has 
many shapes. Many times, it is cleverly disguised by 
various methods and symbols. In the past period, the 
press has mentioned many negative things. Thanks to 
the press, the ey responsible have handled a 
number of situations. Readers trust the press and regard 
the press as their spiritual protector and as the protector 
of their civil rights. But recently, readers have n 
questioning the accuracy of some of the stones publi 
by the press. Because after listening to some of the things 
that have been reported, some of the people in those 
articles appear to be very wicked. And it's reported that 
they will be punished in accord with the law (such as 
Tran Xuan Hoi, the director general of the Federation of 
Beer Corporations). But a short time later, the informa- 
tion changes. Not all of those things are that important. 
The reporter who investigated the matter may have been 
interfered with for some reason. What readers need to 
know is what led to those negative events. 

When two newspapers report on the same event and 
their reports differ completely, that means that the truth 
must lie in one direction or incline toward one side. The 
other, then, is a “grotesque” truth. When a matter has 
been settled and been disclosed by the investigating 
agency and law, the person who reported the wrong 
information cannot ignore this or act as if nothing had 
happened. A retraction must be printed to rectify the 
error. That is the only way to regain the trust of readers. 

Writers are struggling for a socialist democracy. They are 
struggling against bureaucratic centralism and state sub- 
sidies, which weigh heavily on the people. They are also 
sirueping for the renovation movement of the entire 

all the people. But people fee! as if a number of 
writers are just pointing their pens at others. They see 
writers as standing outside all the negative events. The 
press and writers must be brave, above all with them- 
selves. Bravery is not always manifested by shouting and 
destruction. Writers must be brave enough to search for 
the truth, not just in order to look for the truth and 
disclose it, but also in order to replace a bad truth with a 
good truth that is useful in building socialism. Today, it's 
easier to find a bad truth than it is to find a good truth. 
Because that is not easy, readers must turn to the press. 

I feel that in many cases, when something negative has 
occurred, the press has gone only halfway and explained 
things only partly for the innocent. Or it has just helprd 
the organizations in authority to remove the degenerate 
elements from their positions. The other ha!f is still 
hidden and has not been disclosed. But this 1s necessary 
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Why was Semor Colonel Phan Van Ton sentenced to 2 
years in prison? And in many other cases, the question is 
also why. | am sure that this is not the fault of our system 
but of evil elements. But unless the reasons are disclosed, 
how can the situation be changed” The trap has been set 
in order to catch the innocent, All we can do is pull the 
victim out of the trap; we can't destroy the trap. What 
that means is that someone else will someday step into 
the trap. The truth about the trap is even more 
than the truth about those who have fallen into the trap. 
This half truth (if you can call it half) is very serious. This 
has done great harm, but it has also provided guidance 
and given writers the courage to forget themselves. The 
press has won victories in many struggles against nega- 
tive phenomena. Many corrupt people have been 
removed from their positions. But have the lives of the 

in those places, such as Thanh Hoa Province and 
Tien Village, now that the corrupt people 

have been removed? Nothing will be achieved by these 

Renovation—Opinions and Experience 21 

struggles against negative phenomena unless these strug: 
gles achieve something else for production and the lives 
of oe people besides the elimination of a few insects in 
society. 

Concerning the search for the truth in the sphere of press 
information, there are many other things that need to be 
said and discussed. We are jusi in the initial stage. The 
party and the people are in the initial stage of democra- 
tizing society, and our standard of culture is not yet very 
high. On this path, we have great hopes in the abilities 
and sense of civic responsibility of writers. 

Advancing Steadily 

00000000 Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN in Vietnamese 
No 7, July 89 pp 55-57; 88 

[Nguyen Trong, article not translated] 



2 Debate 

Debate on the Role of the Human Factor in 
Socialist Construction 
902E0112G Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN in 
Vietnamese No 7, Jul 89 pp 58-69 

ext] Based on the agreement TAP CHI 
SAN (Vietnam) and MUNIST™ (Soviet 

Union), a Vietnamese-Soviet debate on the “Role of the 
Human Factor in Socialist Construction,” which was 
a> TAP CHI CONG SAN, was held on | and 
2 June | in Hanoi. 

Participating in the debate on behalf of the Soviet Union 
were representatives of COMMUNIST and the Marxist- 
Leninist Institute led by X.V. Kolesnikov, the deputy 
editor in chief of COMMUNIST. par = pw 
of Vietnam were members of the editorial staff, a 
number of cadres, and a number of and 
associate professors who contribute to TAP CHI CONG 
SAN, scientists and others subordinate to the Marxist- 
Leninist Institute, and representatives from the Depart- 
ment of Economics of the Central Committee, Depart- 
ment of Science and Education of the Central 
Committee, the Vietnam Social Sciences Commission, 
the Ministry of Education, the Ministry of H and 
Vocational Education, and the Ministry Public 
Health. The Vietnamese was led by Ha Xuan 
Truong, the editor in chief of TAP CHO SAN. 

This is the second time that TAP CHI CONG SAN has 
organized a debate on this topic. The first debate (held in 
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principle of fairness in economic interests, human rights, 
and rights of citizens and discussed the problem of 
“democratizing every sphere of life win the aim of 
heightening the role of the human factor in socialism in 
Vietnam.” Professor Le Huu Tang, an associate pro- 
fessor of philosophy and the director of the Institute of 
Philosophy, which is subordinate to the Social Sciences 
Commission, discussed the “role of interests in stimu- 
lating the active nature of the laborers.” Khong Doan 
Hoi, the deputy director of the Institute of Scientific 
Socialism, which is subordinate to the Marxist-Leninist 
Institute, discussed “economic man 2 years after the 
congress, basic changes and the large obstacles that must 
be overcome.” Thanh Son, a high-level specialist with 
the Department of Economics of the Central Echelon, 
discussed “renovating the economic policies with the 
aim of manifesting the potential of the Vietnamese 
people.” V.X. Livitsky, an associate professor of philos- 
ophy and the head of a department at the ( ) 
Marxist-Leninist Institute, and Bui Cong Trang, a spe- 
cialist at the (Vietnamese) Marxist-Leninist Institute, 
discussed “social equality and activating the human 
factor in social life.” E.V. Saskov, an associate professor 
of philosophy and the economics editor of COMMU- 
NIST, discussed the problem of “freeing politics and 
economics,” which is now an urgent and complex 
problem in the Soviet Union and other socialist coun- 
tries. Associate Professor Pham Song, the minister of 
public health, mentioned that the constitution of the 
Vietnamese today is still far from being able to satisfy the 
requirements of socialist industrialization. He said that 
looking after the health of all the people is an urgent task 
of all of society. Professor Duc Minh, the deputy director 
of the Institute of Science and Education, discussed the 
matter of “individual education and the gifted people 
strategy.” Associate Professor Pham Tat Dong, the 
deputy head of the Department of Department of Sci- 
ence and Education of the Central Committee, stressed 
that “educating and training laborers is actually 
expanded reproduction of the production forces.” Edu- 
cation is not simply a matter of social welfare but a 
sphere of production that must be expanded. Associate 
Professor Tran Hong Quan, the minister of higher and 
vocational education, examined the human factor with 
the qualities of the “motive force of each individual in 
social motivation.” Based on that, he discussed guide- 
lines for training and exploiting the talents of each 
person. 

Based on the realities of the renovation and reform 
movements in their own countries, those participating in 
the debate analyzed the reasons for the previous decline 
in the socioeconomic situation, affirmed the efforts 
made based on the renovation guidelines aimed at 
improving the situation, criticized the mechanism that is 
holding back the creative potential and positive social 
nature of the laborers, determined guidelines and mea- 
sures, and proposed specific economic, political, social, 
and cultural policies aimed at manifesting the role of the 
human factor in building socialism. 



The papers presented at the debate were given to all the 
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discussing the issues raised in the papers, with the 

iH; 
{ i : f fi af: : 

33 11 gs 33 : i : $ 3 z Zz 

sis i! re ff 1 ez 23 = a 7 
4 3 | i 

eF i i : i i | 2 2 | 1 E f 2 i ; 
i i H ' ! F Se 
and cooperates with the state economy, cooperatives, 
and other forms of the socialist economy. When it is no 
longer needed, it will wither away by itself. 

social culture and morality must be built. The 
average cultural standards of the laborers must be raised, 
and the capabilities of the owners of all-people property 
must be increased. Property and capabilities, along with 
democratic rights, belong to the laborers. 

The negative and positive aspects of the commodity 
production economy—the economic basis— 

production economy. At the same time, its negative 
aspects must be limited. A new morality must be built, 
and there must be unity between the economy and 
society, that is, conditions must be created to enable the 
people to develop in all respects. 

X.V. Kolesnikov: I want to discuss a number of political 
problems and the role of the human factor in reform. 
The goal of reform is to exploit the creativity of the 
masses. Appeals for better labor will not achieve any- 
thing unless the economy is reformed and democracy is 
expanded. These two factors are closely related to each 
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other, Some people still think that economic reform 
must precede democratization. That is an erroneous 
viewpoint, 

To carry on spiritual reform, we must create an ideolog- 
ical environment in which people have the freedom to 
=. We don't need mechanical people but with 
ngenuity. In our country, more attention is being given 
to social opinion. People are being allowed to see movies 
and read books that were previously banned. The press 
has the right to discuss the past. Those are clear results. 
Of course, there are still many other difficult 
that must be solved so that people can develop in all 
respects. Foremost are the economic. grain, and com- 
modity problems, which are very serious problems in our 
country. The March plenum of the Party Central Com- 
mittee looked for ways to solve these problems. The 
plenum put forth a program to eliminate corruption and 
enable the peasants to own their own land. This problem 
is similar to the problem discussed by Ha Xuan Truong. 
Cooperative forms and individual forms must exist and 
develop side by side. 

For a long time, we ignored the social sphere and 
invested only the “leftovers” in it. Today, overcoming 
the effects of this is proving to be very difficult. In the 
past, we were proud of having many hospital beds, but 
the results were poor because we did not give enough 
attention to the ranks of doctors and other medical 
personnel. We are now reducing the budgets of other 
sectors in order to give more money to the public health 
sector. The educational sector is also being reformed, but 
this is proceeding very slowly. 

Retired people in our country are very poor. Their 
average income is 75-80 rubles a month, and many 
people receive even less. We are taking steps to reform 
social welfare. 

The young generation also poses a major problem. What 
can be done to ensure that they all start from the same 
point when entering life and starting school? There must 
be equality. We will soon promulgate a youth law, but 
that does not mean that we will have solved this problem 
completely. That will just provide us with a legal basis 
for taking action. 

As for the political system, as Marx and Lenin said, this 
is a matter of liberating the people. During the time of 
Stalin, obedience at the upper echelon became the 
common behavior of society as a whole, and this 
destroyed individual creativity. Today, people can think 
freely. However, not everything is going smoothly. Many 
complex problems have arisen. Eloquent proof of this is 
that during the recent election and at the Congress of 
People’s Delegates, a wide variety of ideas were 
expressed. Unfortunately, many people want to return to 
the old methods, which were rigid and oppressive. \/e 
hope that through the school of democracy, the situati »n 
will quickly stabilize at a higher level. 
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I would like to return to the mentioned by Ha 
Xuan Truong, that is, stability or instability. To over- 
come sluggishness and advance to peaceful stability, the 
bureaucratic state must be reorganized and turned into a 
socialist legal state. That is the only way to stabilize the 
economy, politics, and the other spheres. 

Tran Hong Quan: Truong posed a theoretical problem 
about which I am still unclear, that is, moving from 
ownerless collective property to owned property. 

I would like to ask X.V. Kolesnikov: Democratization in 
the socialist countries is taking place in various ways. 
The is to energize all of society. But we must also 
stabilize society. A foreign administrator said that an 
“enlightened dictatorship is preferable to a muddle- 
headed democracy.” Of course, that is not right, but 
comparing the democratization processes in the various 
countries, can't we draw a lesson from that? 

X.V. Kolesnikov: I would like to respond to the question 
asked by Tran Hong Quan. Ha Xuan Truong talked 
about property rights and abou’ eliminating labor cor- 
ruption. The peasants must have land, the workers must 
have factories, and engineers must have laboratories. 
That is collective property and so can corruption be 
eliminated? Regardless of the social form, can that be 
carried out, for example in communications? And what 
about the problem of intellectual property? 

Ha Xuan Truong: We oppose private ownership, which 
is the root of labor corruption. | don’t think that 
restoring property to the laborers means dividing the 
assets as, for example, collective property is divided 
among members of the collective. How can the laborers 
control the means of production directly? We imple- 
mented Resolution 10 on agriculture: Contracts and bids 
are the forms to enable the peasants to control their 
means of production. At the enterprise: contracts can 
also be used with the laborers. That will casure that the 
laborers are close to the enterprise and that they take 
responsibility for the final product. In communications, 
as X.V. Kolesnikov said, in Vietnam many of our roads 
are in a state of disrepair, because the people don’t view 
the roads as their property. The communications sector 
has given the villages along the roads quotas for man- 
aging and repairing road sections. | don't think that this 
is dividing the assets among the laborers. There must be 
a new mechanism to guarantee the interests of the 
laborers and enable them to take responsibility for the 
assets and means of production. If this problem is solved 
using some other method, it wiil be capitalism. But doing 
things the way they were done before will put us back in 
the same situation as our forefathers. 

Tran Hong Quan: This is just a mechanism for using the 
means of production. 

Ha Xuan Truong: Ownership has three aspects: use, 
appropriation, and transfer. Socialism opposes private 
appropriation. Use and transfer can be handled using 
many forms. The family economy is also a form of 
socialist ownership. Families have the right to use and 
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transfer property. But transferring things to people 
requires the creation of property for society. 

Khong Doan Hoi: The Soviet Union rents out land for 
50 years. In Vietnam, the Nam Bo Delta poses a 
problem: Should people have the right to sell the land 
given them? In reality, people have sold land. My view is 
that people should be allowed to sell the land. Assume 
that I am skilled in handicrafts. | sell the land in order to 
engage in the handicrafts trade. The land is concentrated 
in the hands of people who are skilled in farming. That is 
beneficial, but does it violate the sacred principle of 
socialism? 

I would like to ask X.V. Kolesnikov to talk more about 
pluralism. 

X.V. Kolesnikov: You have all asked about democrati- 
zation, the economy, and pluralism. Let's take turns 
answering. 

History provides lessons on the problem of stability and 
democracy. To achieve this, we must build a legal state. 
No force can solve every problem immediately. I do not 
approve of dictatorship. The best thing is a wise demo- 
cratic collective. 

There are many different ideas about socialist pluralism. 
But there are three principles that cannot be violated: Do 
not exploit other people, do not enslave other peoples, 
and do not over exploit nature. If most people want to 
return to capitalism, then that is bad pluralism. 

N.D. Golovnin: Ownership is a very complex and varie- 
gated problem. There are many different opinions about 
this, but there is unity on a number of points. Most 
economists and lawyers support equality between collec- 
tive, state, and private ownership. New viewpoints on 
ownership have appeared in cooperative law and laws on 
state enterprises. The workers and labor cooperatives are 
the owners. While theoreticians are busy debating how to 
coordinate state, collective, and individual interests, 
reality has shown that all that is necessary is to pay taxes. 
A number of enterprises have drafted their own regula- 
tions. This shows that theory must move faster. 

Is allowing the peasants to sell land contrary to the 
principles of socialism? This question is being debated 
vigorously in the Soviet Union also. But we haven't 
reached a conclusion yet. I don't think that private 
ownership is socialist ownership. But does this owner- 
ship conflict with socialism? According to Lenin, when 
power is concentrated in the hands of the state, socialism 
will not be threatened, even if private capitalism con- 
tinues to exist. We are allowing the peasants to rent land 
for up to 50 years. If this form of ownership is effective, 
it will be good for socialism, too. Another problem that 
has arisen is how to manufacture machinery in accord 
with family production. If industry cannot solve this 
problem quickly, family production will not expand. 
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We must have faith that revolutionary ideals are wll to keep pace with the growing size of the population But 
crently attractive in order to set the direction for it all ~-y—-+) 4-4 —_ _ although 

everyone recognizes is 
Looking ai the ranks of laborers like a social motive lalks about the human strategy. no one regards man as 

ud th the center of the problem 
challenge. Our warting poiat is very low rate of 
development is very oop a Saar vx ey! ptt: 4c-- have you 
region is developing very countries int manifested this pout” | would like to know more about 
~ git tt, ty) de manifesting traditions. the use of labor sources, and the 
Sean Ce rye pe - intelligence and diligence of the V people 
teinam 1s on | is 

the danger that oe become a Robinson” inthe 2ist —-| 4" Hong Quan: | have done two things. First, | have 
Century, but there 1s also a great Vietnam iss tfted to make everyone see that education is at a critical 
fertile for the investors of the There are —«s ONT. Second, I have made reforms Our reforms 
many that make us attractive We have resources are in accord with the | Our thinking and policies 

and an i and clever labor force. Given these MS! Not be backward, bul we often joke that “cold water 

conditions, V must persevere on the road to eS ee oe 
and take shortcuts by relying on its strength its by will power alone. This is why we haven't 

much 

trons. particularly occupational traditions. Another 
Labor must be viewed as the key In building an = weakness is that it is very difficult for us to cooperate 
economy directed toward the basic thing sto «= with cach other Paternalism and localism are still prev. 
export live labor The y ity. alent We have not gone through capitalist economic 
services, and commodity ft mustbe production and so we can'l see economic management 
built in the rural areas We must take another look at = capatulitics clearly In training people, we are striving to 

ure and not engage in agriculture at any price manifest the strengths and overcome these weaknesses 

Inductee beinning with constroction and proerme Nguyen Duc Minh: | would like to say a little more about 
This requires skilled laborers diligence We are very worrned that this tradition will 

; disappear Psychological studies show that we can save 
The economic race in the world today is a scientific and = —s this. In our schools, we are striving to teach labor, but 
technical race The countries that are developing rapidly —s theory 1s still emphasized at the expense of practice On 
have all reformed training. The speed of traming in = the other hand, there is 4 shortage of jobs, but the 
Vietnam today is the slowest in the world Only 10 population continues to increase rapidly 
percent of the laborers have served as _ Our 

this pace is very For Conditions and Environment for Maintaining the 

socialist countries of average development. Only one. = W/2F01 1211 Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN in 

third of our general school teachers meet the standards =! 'e"narmese No 7 Jul 89 pp 70-78 
The majority of our managerial cadres have not been . | 
trained or they have received only a little training We [Complete text of a seminar organized by TAP CHI 
have only 1.5 million skilled laborers. That is not enough = © ONG SAN on 16 and 17 June 1989) 

industnalization for [Text] Implementing wh of the Sixth od 

There is little money to invest in training. If the per © ORBFeSs ON renovating and strengthening the 
Se See ee bein LS & Saas Se ame toe al Ge cen 

, ' of 
. 

ke Seat five. Cure is cquel to-enly 2.5 pescantef thetof = fi sins (dah) Resatation 366 of the Pelitbure, the 
students those resolution of the Third Plenum (Sixth Term) of the CPV 

comepe Gudents are equal to only 1.8 percent Of those im cal Committer, and Council of Ministers Resole- 
tron 217, with the aim of creating the preconditions 

Many new traming formulas are being developed. and = —s necessary to switch the state-operated economic units to 
money 1s being attracted from many sources. This is = cost accounting in accord with the viewpoint of devel- 
creating fa conditions that will enable education —- oping a multi-faceted planned economy 
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the state economy is just an economic form. 
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A few said that during this stage. 11 18 not Necessary to ask 
whether the state-operated economy plays a 
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b.6 Reorganize the finance and banking apparatus and 

Immediately reorganize the outmoded tax collection 

expand the currency market 
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the enterprises | 9 cost accounting. There must not be any 
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past: 

If a solution is not equitable, sacrifices must be made in 
order to have a new and better mechanism. 

We must be prudent but resolute when it has been clearly 
determined that a movement, such as the current move- 
ment, 1s in accord with objective laws. 

Economics must be coordinated with politics, the central 

Z ; ! ; | : i 
Le i i ! 
~ i x 

suit Hi i | 

without posing a heavy burden on the state. 

4. The surplus labor can be dealt with in three ways: 

Strengthen doing processing for other countries. 

Increase the export of laborers from the present level of 
yy to approximately | million people. cor- 

rect 

5. Open the door and solve the .,oblem of foreign 
commodities flooding the country: 

enterprises 
the quality of their products. If this door is shut com- 

foreign goods) are used appropriately and rationally. this 
will stimulate the enterprises to switch to cost 
accounting, constantly increase productivity, and 

will be a return to state subsidies, and the country will 
not make any progress. 

The second type of urgent solution: 

a Continue to reduce interest rates to a rational level, 
ensure that the savings deposits of the people are mobi- 
lized, and provide loans in order to stimulate produc- 

b. Reduce the price of materials, handle investments, 
and stabilize exchange rates. 

c. To generate buying power and enable the people to pay 
their debts, the first thing is to stimulate the rural 

d. Immediately promulgate a domestic commodities 
support policy, revamp the tariff barriers, limit and tax a 
number of imported commodities, and implement pol- 
cies to encourage the use of domestic goods 

¢. Handle the surplus labor forces through the efforts of 
the enterprises with the active support of the state. 
Suitable policies must be implemented with respect to 
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the laborers in the process of adjusting the property 
structure in the state economic sector 

Implement suitable policies with respect to retired 
people 

Immediately establish an aid fund in order to provide 
help to those who are not yet working or who 
found a job. For now, they can be provided 

with a of 13 kg of rice a month. 

f. 

is 
manner 

appropriate measures for dealing with each type of 
enterprise 

therm by economic sector. If a sector is a key sector and 

if the Mate must maintain 4 certain product, even if 
production is showing a loss, the state must implement a 
suitable capital and price mechanism and tax to 
enable these enterprise to survive and achieve ity, 

As for who is to do the classifying, some said that if an 
agency or organization is allowed to do the claseifying, 

be subjective pressures Because of : 
zs 

the state enterprises are a cell of the economy They 

is the law. The enterprises are free to deal in goods 
by the law. Because of this. there 1s no need to 

have a managerial ministry to manage commercial pro- 
duction. “Major must be performed in order to 
eliminate the relationship between the state 
apparatus and the commercial managerial functions of 
the enterprises. 

Those agreeing with this idea said that the time has come 
to withdraw those ministries, sectors, general depart- 
ments, and federations that are not needed and that are 
obstructing the enterprises. 

m the ministries. And it 1s essential to 
maintain a number of gencral 
tions, and federations in order to guide and the 

tical importance is how to solve the problem of socialist 
ownership. 

Most of those participating in the debate said that this is 
a very complex theovetioal ion. Our fraternal 
socialist countries are very about this, too. 

As an initial answer to this question, many people said 
that the important thing 1s to distinguish between the 
functions of the representative master (meaning the 
state) and those of the specific masters (meaning the 
directors and laborers at the enterprises). A distinction 



must be made between ownership rights and the right to 
use the means of production. 

Those who , —¥ the above ideas said that if we 
continue to to the old viewpoint and regard 
property as belonging to the state, with the directors and 
—w ey es tt 

important effect on the state economy and 
generate important econom 
Stressed improving state economic management. orga- 
nizing things rationally in the enterprises, improving 
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commercial arts, increasing the velocity of capital, giving 
attention to intell and skilled workers, 
improving the t and machinery, disirib- 
uling revenues correctly based on resolving the relation. 
ship between the various interests correctly, Bul regard- 

expanding distribution markets, with most mar- 
kets being in the rural areas. 

Concerning the commercial conditions and environ- 
ment, the pode fy by od y 
lems but stressed that of all the that make up the 
commercial environment, the most important is mar- 

Many people agreed that our country does not have kets. 
a market in the sense of the word (in particular, we 

a market). 

all of those participating in the debate basically 
10 urgent solutions proposed by the 

ional committee based on more than 40 
itted by agencies. research institutes, and 
the same time, they mentioned many other 

stressing that the basic solutions must be coordi. 
well and synchronized with the urgent solutions. 

person, depending on his own views, stressed 
special importance of this or that solution. All of this 

resulted in the debate providing a basis for formulating a 
rational plan that can contribute actively to rescuing the 
present state economy and helping it to advance. 
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Thoughts on the Structural Revolution 
902601121 Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN in Vietnamese 
No 7, Jul 89 pp 79-81 

[Letter by Le Linh, High-Level Military Academ, . 

[Text] After reading the article “The Structural Revolu- 
tion, a Pressing Requirement of Renovation” by Nguyen 
Huu Tho, which was printed in the March 1989 issue of 
TAP CHI CONG SAN, I have a few thoughts on this that 
| would like to contribute. 

This article by Nguyen Huu Tho mentioned many 
problems concerning the structural revolution that 
require much study and time before they can be solved. 

aga' 
invaders, the communist party led our people in winning 

and freedom for the nation and created a 

things when voting. In reality, no one 
. manifest a spirit of ownership, or 

shoulder the country’s work. Those elected to the party 
and state organizations usually acted “modestly” and 
waited for the attention of the ization. After being 

a period of solidifying their position. i : 

The vague and incorrect viewpoints on leadership and 
management (including economic and social manage- 
ment) and on the functions of the party and state led to 
many errors in practical activities. A huge and unwieldy 
leadership and management apparatus was built. This 
apparatus was unscientific and unsynchronized, and it 

weak and ineffective. Over the years, efforts were 
repair this apparatus, but this just created new 

ious conflicts. The localism, disorganiza- 
anarchy, and disruptions in management 
the socioeconomic situation more and more com- 

5285 uy 
z? a sti I many different ideas about democracy 

. We have not yet found the correct 
reconcile the dialectical relationship ! 
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between democracy and centraliam. Democracy is usu- 
ally still very formal in nature, and in some places it is 
too open and loose, which has resulted in democracy 
getting out of hand. Centralization has at times been too 
restricting and absolute. At other times, it has been very 
arbitrary and loose. These conditions have led to a loss of 
solidarity, The masses have lost confidence, and social 
discipline has been weakened. Party activities have 
become more administrative, the state has become more 
bureaucratic, and the mass social izations have 
been formalized That is a general ure of today's 
mechanism. Thus, the structural revolution is in fact a 
pressing requirement of the renovation movement. 

But where should this structural revolution mn? t 
think that this must begin with renovating the thinking 
and viewpoints of every person and organization con- 
cerning the contents of the structural revolution. 
Everyone must understand the social spheres and social 
organization and management They must understand 
the relationship between democracy and the law. the 
organizational structure of a power organization, and the 
way to elect a power organization in order to ensure 
democracy. 

Even a seemingly simple matter such as tradition can, if 
not clarified, lead to people holding a wide variety of 
views. Every country has its own national and legal 
traditions, wonderful traditions that must be maintained 
and respected, and corrupt practices, remnants of small- 
scale production, and backward elements that must be 
eliminated. For example. a special tradition of Viet- 
namese society is that village relationships are very 
strong. The village is like a small society where class and 
family relationships are kept concealed behind bamboo 
hedges. “Imperial power bends to suit rural customs” is 

as a behavioral guideline in every activity. 
Today, we must clarify what is and what 1s not suitable 
with respect to village relationships. How should we deal 
with the various rules that still exist at this level? How 
should responsibilities and tasks be assigned in order to 
eliminate the distortions in leadership relationships and 
end the situation in which we are led according to the 
guideline “the storekeeper is bigger than the chief?” 

We must change the way people think about the new 
society, the socialist society. That is a progressive and 
civilized society in which the level of socialization is 
continually rising. That society must be tightly organized 
in order to manifest fully the powers of the people, 
— and bring happiness to 

people 

Solving the problem of understanding and viewpoint is 
the leading factor. This is extremely important in order 
to enter the structural revolution and ensure that this 
revolution is successful. Because it is a revolution, there 
will be losses, and sacrifices will have to be made. We 
must struggle resolutely and bear the pain when neces- 
sary. But revolution is also a process. We must handle 
things step by step. We can't be impatient or skip a stage. 
particularly in our country’s present situation (many 
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shortcomings regarding the socioeconomic situation and 
man). 1 may take several elections before we perfect the 
new mechanism. Finally, the revolution is the work of 
SS ae Se oe & Gam © Cap 
through the masses, and conduct experiments in real life. 
The masses will learn useful lessons and arrive at accu- 
rate and scientific conclusions concerning the form of 
the new mechanism. 

Exploit the Means of 
902E0112J Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN in Vietnamese 
No 7, Jul 89 pp 81-83 

[Letter by Tran Kien, Hanoi] 

[Test] In Vietnam and the other fraternal socialist coun- 
tries, for a long time, a special characteristic of the 
Se ee yee ome 
centralization. We have realized that once a socialist 

ic Ownership of the means of 
, the state apparatus must participate directly 

nh the commercial activities of the enterprises. The 
system of social ownership of the means of production 
and state economic management contain a latent danger. 
the danger of “alienating the masses from the ownership 
and management system. A concrete manifestation of 
this is the of bureaucratic centralism on one hand 
and passivity on the other. The effects of this 
conflict have multiplied rapidly. Thus, it is urgent that 
this conflict be resolved as quickly as possible."' This 
also requires that we renovate and reorganize every 
sphere of social life, particularly economic management. 

The time has come to change viewpoints on the socialist 
economy in and on the relationship between 
ownership and the right to make (commercial) use 
of the means of production in particular. The lessons of 
the past can help us understand a useful point: the 
owners of the means of production are not necessarily 

From the Right To 

production. The owners can allow others to represent 
them if this is felt to be necessary and profitable. 

We know that ownership of the means of production is 
of dec'sive importance, but ownership rights are not the 

system also includes use rights (that is, commercial 
rights) with respect to the means of production. Thus. 
“ownership” rights are an asset relationship showing 
how “things” are legally dependent on the owners 
Commercial “use” rights refer to a distribution and use 
of the means of ion and labor. Along with the 
production socialization process and the different levels 
of development of the commodity economy, “use” rights 
and “commercial” rights can be unified in one subject, 
or they can be separated from each other. 

In the history of the socioeconomic development of 
mankind, there has long been a separation between 
ownership rights and commercial rights. In feudal 
society, the economy was primarily a natural economy. 
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The peasants were tenant farmers who worked the fields 
of the landlords. That was the earliest form of separating 
ownership rights from commercial rights. With the 
appearance of leasing and rent collection, the peasants 
became relatively i nt in the use of their labor 
(both necessary labor and surplus labor). This generated 
an interest in labor. That was also a factor in promoting 
the gradual expansion of feudal production. However, 
the landlord class also used this point to increase their 
exploitation of the peasants, and feudal ground rents 
gradually increased. With the appearance of capitalist 
society, along with an ever higher level of production 
socialization, the division of social labor expanded, and 
the commercial management of the enterprises became a 
special activity separate from productive labor and sep- 
arate from the ownership rights of the capitalists. In 
particular, along with the growth of the commodity- 
currency relationship and the expansion of credit and the 
corporate economy, the separation between ownership 
rights and commercial rights became a widespread eco- 
nomic phenomenon. 

This separation between ownership rights and commer- 
cial rights in capitalist society is manifested in two 
forms. One is complete separation. For example, a 
financial capitalist transfers his capital to an inc... ial 
capitalist for a certain amount of income. He does not 
interfere in the production or commercial activities of 
the industrial capitalist. The second form is one of less 
than total separation. For example, in a corporation, the 
capitalists establish a board of directors. The board's 
task 18 to set investment and expansion guidelines. The 
specific production and business tasks are entrusted to a 
general director, a type of high-level employee. The task 
of this person is to make ive use of the means of 
production and manpower in order to earn the max- 
imum income possible for the enterprise or corporation. 

We don't deny the advantages of all-people ownership or 
socialist collective ownership of the means of produc- 
tion. These advantages allow us to manage the economy 
in a unified and planned manner and to eliminate 
exploitation of people by other people. But to this we 
must add new management factors in order to stimulate 
the production installations and ensure that the units 
have the right to select leaders and choose economic 
solutions that will benefit them the most when using the 
means of production at their installations. 

These active factors will appear once we separate own- 
ership rights from commercial rights to the means of 
production and give the enterprises and production units 
and the groups and laborers skilled in management 
freedom in carrying on commercial production activities 
$0 that they can produce many products for society. 

Naturally, separating ownership rights from commercial 
rights within the socialist system is completely different 
from doing this within the capitalist system, because in a 
capitalist society, the capitalists entrust huge sums of 
their money to the directors, who have management 
skills and who are responsible for making effective use of 
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the money in order to earn much surplus value for the 
capitalists, the masters. Bul in a socialist system, it is the 
state that gives commercial ts to the production 
installations, collectives, and la 80 that they can 
——¥ many products for the collective and all of 
society. 

Thus, in a socialist system, separating ownership rights 
from commercial rights will not harm the system of 
public ownership of the means of production. To the 
contrary, this will give this real economic content. The 
laborers will no longer be indifferent to the collective's 
means of production or to the commercial production 
activities as they were in the past. They will become the 
real masters of their enterprises and of their country. The 
state apparatus will no longer be y and unneces- 
sarily involved in the administrative affairs of the enter- 
prises and will be able to concentrate on guiding and 
regulating the economy on the macro level. As a result, 
the publ economy will be solidified and per- 
fected and show its great vitality. 

Of course, separating ownership rights from commercial 
rights under socialism is relative, because every eco- 
nomic activity of the production installations must be in 
accord with the requirements of national economic 
development and the interests of the laborers. Thus, 
after commercial rights and freedom have been given to 
the enterprises and to the laborers, the administrative 
apparatus will not be directly involved in managing the 
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commercial activities of the enterprises but must con- 
tinue 10 monitor, guide, and regulate the enterprises 
using economic and administrative measures in order to 
ensure that the economic activities of the enterprises 
develop in accord with the national economic plans. 

In recent years, the economic reforms in the fraternal 
countries and in Vietnam have moved in the direction of 
separating commercial rights from ownership rights to 
the means of production. This has been manifested in 
the following specific ways: The production enterprises 
have been given greater freedom and responsibility. 
Quotas have been given according to the group and 
laborers in agriculture. Enterprise, field, pond, garden, 
and water conservancy project contracts have been 
given. These new management forms have enabled the 
enterprises, cooperatives, and laborers to make effective 
use of the means of production for which they are 
responsible. The production installations are no longer 
as dependent on the state administrative apparatus as 
they once were, and they have become more flexible. As 
a result, the entire economy and all of society have 
become more active. Thus, separating ownership rights 
from commercial rights to the means of production is an 
objective requirement of economic and social develop- 
ment. 

Footnote 

1. Ll. Abankin, TAP CHI CONG SAN, June 1988, p 81 
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(Nguyen Khac Than, article not translated] 
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