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EDITOR'S NOTE
Hanoi HOC TAP in Vietnamese No 232, Apr 75 p 14

/ Text_/ This year, our entire party and all our people celebrate the 85th
anniversary of the birth of President Ho.

President Ho was the great leader of the Vietnamese people and, at the same time,
he was an outstanding fighter of the international communist and worker movement.

President Ho is no longer with us. However, he continues to live in the work
of our party and our people and live in the hearts of the revolutionaries of
the world.

On this occasion, we have presented a short chronological history of the 1life

of President Ho and a number of documents provided by the Party History Research
Department of the Central Committee concerning his patriotic activities more
than one-half century ago.

TAP CHI HOC TAP
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1921-1923s founded the Intercolonial Union; was elected to the union's standing
committee; wrote the union's Manifesto. ,

Began writing a series of_ biting articles indicting the colonialist system which
were printed in L°'liUMANITE, LA VIE OUVRIEKE, LE PARIA, etc.

Participated in the 1st Congress of the French Communist Party held in Marseilles
in December 1921; was elected to the Presidium of the session held on 29 December.

Joined the Department of Colonial Studies (the French section) of the Communist
International which was founded at the suggestion of President Ho.

Participated in the 2nd Congress of the French Communist Party (October 1922):
was elected to the Presidium of the 23rd session.

Wrote the play "The Bamboo Dragon” castigating the puppet kingKhai Dinh.

Became the publisher, editor, and manager of the newspaper LE PARIA (The Outcast)
the French language organ of the Intercolonial Union.

Founded the newspaper VIETNAM HON, written in Vietnamese, to propagandize and
enlighten overseas Vietnamese living in France.

Mid 1923: secretly travels from France through Germany to the Soviset Union.

1923-1924:s attended the Congress of Peasants' International; was elected to its
executive committee.

Less than 1 week after Lenin's death, he wrote the article "Lenin and the Colonial
Peoples” which was printed in the newspaper PRAVDA on 27 January 1924.

Worked in the office of the Communist International.

Attended the 5th Congress of the Communist International where he made many statements
about the revolt of the colonies.

Participated in the conferences of the Red labor Union International, the Youth
International, and the Women's International.

Late 1924: secretly traveled from the Soviet Union to Canton in China.

1924-1927: under the name of Ly Thuy he worked as a member of the Communist
International Orient Bureau in charge of its southern department and worked
in the delegation of Borodin, the head of the delegation of Soviet advisors
to the Son Yat-sen government.

19253 founded the Association of Vietnamese Revolutionaries and later changed
its name to the Association of Vietnamese Revolutionary Youth; published the
weekly newspaper THANH NIEN which was sent into the country for propaganda purposes.

Participated in the founding of the Union of Oppressed Asian Peoples.

Organized the sending of cadres from Vietnam to Canton for training after which
they returned to conduct activities in Vietnam; lectures collected in a book
entitled "The Revolutionary Road" and sent to Vietnam.

Published the indictment of the French colonialist system in French in December
1925 in Paris, France.

April 1927s secretly travels to China following the betrayal of Chiang Kai-shek.

1927-1928: traveled to the Soviet Union, Berlin (Germany), and Paris (France);
attended the Congress against Imperialist War in Brussels, Belgium, and then
traveled to Switzerland, Italy, Thailand, etc.

1928-1929s active in Thailand under the name Thau Chin; published the THAN AI
newspaper to propagandize Vietnamese residents in Thailand.

Late 1929s secretly traveled from Thailand to Hong Kong, China, and, as a representative
of the Communist International, convened the congress to merge the three communist
organizations in Vietnam (the party-founding congress).
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August 1942: assumed the name Ho Chi Minh and traveled to China to make contact
with the anti-Japanese-French forces of the Vietnamese living there.

1942-1943: was put under arrest without reason by the Chiang Kai-shek government
for over a year and was sent back and forth through the 13 districts and 80 prisons
of Kwangsi Province; wrote the collection of poems entitled "Prison Diary."

September 19431 was released by the Chiang Kai-shek government and made contact
with the anti-Japanese and anti-French organizations of the Vietnamese in Liuchow;
made contact again with the party in order to return home. :

July 1944: returned to Pac Bo in Cao Bang Province; decided to postpone the
uprising advocated by the Cao-Bac-Lang Interprovincial Party Committee.

22 December 1944: gave instructions for creating the Propaganda Brigade for
the liberation of Vietnam (under the command of Vo Nguyen Giap) and set forth
the basic elements of the party's military line.

May 1945s +traveled from Cao Bang to Tan Trac in Tuyen Quang Province; advocated
the establishment of the Liberated Area comprised of the six provinces in Viet Bac
and the unification of all armed forces in the Liberation Army: set forth 10
policlies for the Liberated Area.

15 August 1945: convened the National Conference of the Party which decided
to launch a general uprising.

16 August 1945: presided over the National Congress held in Tan Trao; the congress
elected the Vietnam National Committee for Liberation (that is, the Provisional
Government of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam) which was chaired by Ho Chi Minh.
He issued an appeal for a general uprising. Under the leadership of the Party
Central Committee and President Ho, the general uprising to seize political power
was successful throughout the country in the space of 2 weeks; 19 August: in Hanoi,
23 August: in Hue, 25 August: in Saigon, etc.

V. 1945-1954s President Ho Leads the Struggle To Maintain the Revolutionary
Government and Wage the War of Resistance Against the French Colonialists

28 August 1945: +traveled from Tan Trao to Hanoi; presided over the 1st meeting
of the Standing Committee of the Party Central Committee held in Hanoi to decide
important matters.

2 September 19453 read the Declaration of Independence at Ba Dinh Square on behalf
of the provisional government.

26 September 1945: appealed to the compatriots of South Vietnam to wage a war
of resistance against the French who had renewed their aggression.

October 1945: appealed to the cadres of the government and the people to strengthen
their unity and fight against famine, illiteracy, and foreign aggression.

6 January 1946: all the people expressed their special confidence in him in the
general election of the 1st National Assembly.

2 March 1946: was elected President of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam;
personally guided the committee for the drafting of the Constitution.

6 March 1946: together with the Party Central Committee, advocated the signing of
the Preliminary Agreement with the French.

May 1946: founded the Vietnam National Union (Lien Viet) to broaden national unity.

31 May 1946: 1left on a visit to France as a distinguished guest of the French
government .

14 September 1946:+ signed the Modus Vivendi with the French government (after the
official talks between France and our government at Fontainebleau were unsuccessful
as a result of the obdurate attitude of the French).

20 December 1946: issued the appeal for national resistance.







8 May 1954: sent letter of congratulations to the army and people for their
glorious victory at Dien Bien Phu.

July 1954s presided over the 6th Party Plenum and defined the three new tasks
and 10 new jobs which resulted from the victory of Dien Bien Phu and the prospects
for success of the Geneva Convention on Indochina.

VI. 1954-1665: President Ho Leads the Socialist Revolution In North Vietnam and
the Struggle to Peacefully Reunify the Country

22 July 1954: 1issued appeal to everyone in the country to struggle to consolidate
the peace, reunify the country, and achieve independence and democracy.

1 January 1955: returned to the capital together with the Party Central Committee
and government.

22 June 1955: visited the Soviet Union, China, and Mongolia.

6 July 1956: released letter appealing to everyone in the country to determinedly
struggle to fully implement the 1954 Geneva Agreement.

18 August 1956+ sent letter to compatriots and cadres on the occasion of the
virtual completion of the land reform program.

January 1957: the National Assembly decided to establish a Committee for the
Amendment of the Constitution with President Ho as chairman.

6 July 1957:+ visited a number of fraternal countries in Asia and Europe.

6 November 1957: attended the ceremony commemoration the 40th anniversary of
the October Revolution in Moscow and then attended the International Conference
of Communist and Worker Parties held in Bucharest, Romania.

L February 1958: visited India and Burma.
1959+ wrote the book "Revolutionary Ethics” under the pen name Tran Luc.

January 1960: wrote an article entitled "Thirty Years of Activities by the Party”
which summarized the strategy and tactics of the party in the various stages of
the revolution; spoke at the ceremony commemorating the 30th anniversary of the
founding of the party and stated: "Our party means virtue and civilization,

unity and independence, peace and well-being...”

22 April 19601 wrote an article entitled "The Road Which Led Me to Leninism."

S September 1960: delivered the opening speech at the 3rd National Congress of
the Party which re-elected the Party Central Committee; Ho Chi Minh was elected
chairman of the Party Central Committee.

November 19601 1led a delegation from our party which attended the International
Conference of Communist and Worker Parties held in Moscow.

1 July 1961: on the occasion of the commemoration of the 40th anniversary of
the founding of the Chinese communist party, wrote an article entitled "The Chinese
Revolution and the Vietnamese Revolution."

October 1962: warmly received the first delegation from the National Liberation
Front of South Vietnam to visit North Vietnam.

8 May 1963: at the 6th session of the 2nd National Assembly, the National Assembly
suggested awarding the Gold Star Medal to President Ho: President Ho refused the
medal and expressed the hope that the Gold Star Medal would be awarded to him by
the people of South Vietnam on the day South Vietnam is totally liberated.

27 March 1964: delivered report to the Special Political Conference and appealed
to everyone to "work twice as hard in order to repay our brothers in South Vietnam."

P






DOCUMENTS CONCERNING THE EARLY PATRIOTIC ACTIVITIES OF PRESIDENT HO
1919s the List of Demands Sent by the Vietnamese People to the Versailles Conference

Hanoi HOC TAP in Vietnamese No 232, Apr 75 pp 23 and 24

[_Text_7 When World War I ended, the victorious imperialist countries
convened a peace conference in Versailles, France on 28 June 1919 to sign
the official peace treaty.

At the time, Nguyen Ai Quoc was active in Paris and maintained routine contact
with a number of representatives of colonial and vassal countries. On behalf
of the patriotic Vietnamese living in France, he sent a list of demands of the
Vietnamese to the Versailles Conference demanding that the French government
recognize the Vietnamese people's right to freedom, democracy, and equality
while awaiting the implementation of their right of self-determination. This
famous list of demands was comprised of the following 8 points:

"l. Amnesty for all Vietnamese political prisoners."

“"2. The reform of the Indochina legal system to guarantee the equality of legal
rights between Vietnamese and Europeans and the abolition of the special court,
the tool used to terrorize law abiding Vietnamese."

"3. Freedom of the press and freedom of thought.”
"4, Freedom to hold meetings and form associations."
"5. Freedom to reside and travel overseas."

"6. Freedom to study and open technical and vocational schools for the natives
of all provinces.” )

*"7. Government by law instead of government by decree.”

"8. A permanent Vietnamese representative in the French Parliament elected by
natives in order to express their aspirations.®

The above requests were very moderate in both form and content and only designed
to secure immediate reforms and minimum rights of freedom. "Everyone knows

that without these minimum rights of freedom to spread the thought and knowledge
which modern life demands,no system of serious education can be achieved."(1)

However, the Versailles Conference was merely a place where the victorious gangsters
were dividing the booty amongst themselves with all the burden being borre by the
peoples of the defeated countries and the oppressed nations. U.S. President Wilson's
14 Points and the imperialists' declarations about freedom and democracy were but
honeyed words aimed at deceiving the oppressed peoples. Nguyen Ai Quoc said:

"But, having spent some time observing and studying the matter, we have come to
realize that 'Wilsonism' is nothing more than a big trick. Only by liberating







1. Amnesty for all native political prisonerss

2. The reform of the Indochina legal system by publicly establishing the equality
of legal rights between natives and Europeans and totally and permanently abolishing
the special courts, the tools used to terrorize, oppress, and oppose law abiding
Vietnamese;

3. Freedom of the press and speech;
4. Freedom to form associations and hold meetings;
5. Freedom to travel and live overseas;

6. Freedom to open schools and establish technical and vocational schools for
natives in all provinces;

7. Government by law instead of government by decree;

8. A permanent delegation elected by the natives to the French Parliament in
order to help it keep constantly abreast of the aspirations of the natives.

The Vietnamese people present these demands with confidence in the global system
of justice of all imperialist powers and especially in the generosity of the French
people in whose hands their fate lles, and because France is a republic and the
French people are naturally considered as having undertaking the protection of

the Vietnamese.

While requesting protection from the French people, the Vietnamese do so not with

a feeling of shame, but with a feeling of pride because the Vietnamese know that
France represents freedom and justice and would never abandon its noble ideal

of considering everyone a brother. Consequently, on hearing the voice of the
oppressed, the French people will fulfill their obligation to France and to mankind.

On behalf of the group of Vietnamese patriots
Nguyen Ai Quoc

1923: The VIETNAM HON Newspaper

Hanoi HOC TAP in Vietnamese No 232, Apr 75 p 30

[7Text_7 In early 1923, 1 year after publishing LE PARIA newspaper (The Outcast)
Nguyen Ai Quoc founded the VIETNAM HON newspaper. This paper, which was published
in Vietnamese, had as its primary objective the working class and laboring people
of our country and the overseas Vietnamese who were studying and living in France
at the time.

VIETNAM HON newspaper was published twice a month with 100 copies per edition.
Its editorial board was located at Nguyen Ai Quoc's dwelling, N.3, Rue du Marché
des Patriarches, Paris 5°€.

VIETNAM HON newspaper pointed out the responsibility of each Vietnamese to the
destiny of the fatnerland, awakened the spirit of patriotism in our people, and
appealed to compatriots to arise in a struggle to drive off the French imperialists

and win independence for the nation and democratic freedoms for the people. "... the
first issues of VIETNAM HON smuggled into Nam Bo from France reported the news: °'then,
the flag of independence flew over Nam Hai.' Nguyen Ai Quoc had a similar private

dream, it was the ambition of his life.”(1)

As was LE PARIA (The Outcast), VIETNAM HON newspaper #as secretly brought into

the country, primarily Saigon in Nam Bo, by Vietnamese seamen. "The workers of
Nam Bo anxiously awaited the newspaper's arrival and passed it amongst themselves
until the pages and even the words on it were worn away. Because they were very
closely watched by the French secret police, the workers organized themselves into
groups of 3's and 5's, rented boats, and rowed to the middle of the Saigon, Dong
Ngai, and Mekong Rivers to read LE PARIA and VIETNAM HON."(2)
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Nguyen Ai Quoc thanked the congress for seating non-Caucasians thereby proving
its genuine international spirit.

The Afternoon Sessions

The afternoon session began at 1500 hours under the chairmanship of Barabant
assisted by Michaud (of Savoie) and HygoUing...ccvosrsseneenorasonsaonsonsen

Nguyen Ai Quoc requested that the party research and establish a communist

colonial policy. He proposed the establishment of a colonial studies department
of the party which would present a report to the next year's congress.
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using the Phuoc An base as a jump-off point for a counter-attack to retake Ban

Me Thuot City. The army and people of Tay Nguyen rapidly attacked and occupied

the Phuoc An military sector and Phuoc An District seat, destroying the 23rd

puppet division, the 8th armored regiment, the 22nd ranger brigade, and the 926th
civil guard brigad2 together with many other civil guard and self-defense battalions,
thereby smashing the enemy's plan for a counter-attack.

Charging forward in the midst of victory, the army and people of Tay Nguyen attacked
the enemy in the cities of Xontum, Pleiku, and Hau Bon. Terrified, the entire
military force and control apparatus of the enemy in these cities and the military
sectors and district seats of Kontum, Gia Lai, and Phu Bon Provinces fled in
confusion on 17, 18, and 19 March. A large contingent of enemy troops was destroyed
and routed and thousands of troops surrendered with their weapons and registered with
t?e revolutionary government. ontum, Pleiku, and Phu Bon Provinces were completely
liberated.

The group of enemy soldiers which fled toward Phu Yen was heavily attacked and
stopped by the army and people of Tay Nguyen on the section of Route 7 leading

from Hau Bon City to Phu Tuc. After 6 days of continuous fighting (from 17 to 22
March), the People's Liberation Armed Forces of Tay Nguyen killed more than

7,000 enemy troops, destroyed 5 ranger brigades, 2 armored regiments, and 1 infantry
battalion and captured 710 military vehicles and nearly 100 artillery pieces.

On 22 and 23 March, the army and people of Tay Nguyen continued their offensive

by attacking and occupying the military sector and district seat of Kien Duc

in Quang Duc Province, the military sector and district seat of Khanh Duong

in Khanh Hoa Province, and the enemy base in the town of An Khe killing or capturing
thousands of troops and taking complete control of the military sector and district
seat of Kien Duc, the military sector and district seat of Xhanh Duong, and the

town of An Khe.

Thus, after 19 days and nights of continuous fighting, the army and people of

Tay Nguyen destroyed the entire military force and smashed the apparatus of control
of the enemy and completely liberated the vast Tay Nguyen area including the

four provinces of Kontum, Gia Lai, Dac Lac, and Phu Bon and the district seats

of Duc lao and Kien Duc in Quang Duc Province. More than 600,000 countrymen of
the various tribes staged uprisings to win the right of control.

According to incomplete reports, the army and people of Tay Nguyen put 120,000

enemy troops out of combat during the period of time mentioned above, including
40,000 main force troops and 80,000 security troops, civil defense troops,

police troops, and "civil guard" troops, destroyed the 23rd infantry division,

5 ranger brigades, 4 tank and armored vehicle regiments, 8 artillery battalions,

6 artillery companies, and 23 artillery platoons, destroyed or routed 3 security
brigades, 24 security battalions, and 36 security companies and 485 self-defense
platoons, captured 1,240 military vehicles,(including nearly 100 tanks and armored
vehicles), 110 artillery pieces, and tens of thousands of tons of weapons, ammunition,
and means of war, and shot down and destroyed dozens of enemy aircraft.

In Quang Duc, after carrying out a strong offensive and uprising in which they
attacked, occupied, and took control of the military sectors and district seats
of Duc Lap, Duc Xuyen, Khiem Duc, and Xien Duc, the army and people of Quang Duc
charged forward in the midst of victory on 24 March to attack and destroy the
enemy in Gia Nghia City where it destroyed or completely routed the 24th ranger
brigade, 2 security battalions and 3 sectrity companies, thousands of self-defense
troops, and the entire "civil guard" force.

The people of Gia Nghia City staged an uprising in which they smashed the apparatus
of control of the enemy and won the right of control for themselves. Many puppet
officers, soldiers, and policemen and government personnel, in response to the
appeal made by the revolution, turned over their weapons, files, and documents and
joined the people.

Quang Duc province was totally liberated.
At lam Dong, after staging an offensive and uprising in which they occupied many
enemy military bases along Route 20, the Liberation Army charged forward in the

midst of victory to attack and occupy the lam Dong Province military sector and
the enemy bases and positinns within Bao loc City, the capital of Lam Dong Province.
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of control, and won the right of control in all 10 districts within Thua Thien-Province.
Many puppet army units, in response to the appeal made by the revolution, joined

the people with their weapons. On 25 March, developing upon the momentum of

victory, the army and people of Thua Thien-Hue stepped up their offensive in many
directions, destroyed the enemy forces in the city of Hue, attacked and occupied

their military bases, and wiped out all pockets of resistance; at the same time,

they attacked and destroyed the group of enemy bases along the seacoast in the

area of the Thuan An gate and the Tu Hien gate. By the morning of 26 March, the
Liberation Army had taken complete control of the city of Hue. The flag of the

PRG now flies within the city.

Altogether, after 4 days of attacks and uprisings, from 23 to 26 March, the
army and people of Thua Thien-Hue won a very great victory:

-~ They destroyed and routed the 1st puppet main force division, 2 ranger brigades,
2 marine brigades, 2 tank and armored vehicle regiments, 16 security battalions
and 21 security companies, and more than 300 civil defense platoons;

-~ They captured nearly 10,000 prisoners, including nearly 1,000 officers, hundreds
of whom were field grade officers; thousands of puppet officers and soldiers
responded to the appeal of the revolution by joining the people with their weapons;

-- They captured all the enemy's weapons, warehouses, and means of war;

-- More than one-half million countrymen arose and seized control for themselves;
the city of Hue and Thua Thien Province were completely liberated;

-- Revolutionary governments have been established on all levels from the provincial
to the local level, order and secur 'ty have been maintained within the city and

the province, and each activity of the people is rapidly returning to normal;

the more than one-~half million residents of the city of Hue and Thua Thien Province
greeted their sons who had returned to liberate them with great enthusiasm.

After nearly 30 years of determined fighting against the imperialist aggressors
and their lackeys, the city of Hue and Thua Thien Province were totally liberated.

The great victory won by the army and people of Thua Thien-Hue is of very great
strategic and political significance. This victory has made the people of our
entire country enthusiastic and it marks another serious defeat for the enemy.

The Central Trung Bo Lowlands

Since the start of March, the army and people of Quang Da, Quang Nam, Quang Ngai,
Binh Dinh, and Phu Yen Provinces in the central Trung Bo lowlands have continuously
staged strong offensives and uprisings.

In Quang Ngai at 1500 hours on 23 March, the army and people of Quang Ngai
simultaneously attacked the enemy and staged uprisings throughout the province.
After attacking and taking control of the Nghia An Dong intersection to the
north of Tu Nghia District and attacking and occupying the Thanh Khiet base,
thereby surrounding the enemy to the west of the city, the army and people of
Quang Ngai attacked and occupied the Binh Son and Son Tinh District seats in the
north and many enemy positions within these two districts.

At 1000 hours on 24 March, the army and people of Quang Ngal took control of
Thanh Co and the entire city charged forward in the midst of victory to attack

the enemy at Mo Duc, Duc Pho, and Nghia Hanh and completely liberate these three
districts. Here, 6 civil defense platoons staged an uprising, deserted the Saigon
puppet army, and joined the revolution with their weapons.

The entire military force and apparatus of control of the enemy in Quang Ngal were
smashed. Quang Ngal Province was totally liberated.

In this strong offensive and uprising which completely liberated Quang Ngai Province
on 24 March, the countrymen and liberation soldiers captured 5,500 enemy troops and very
many weapons.

In Binh Son District, the Liberation Armed Forces killed or captured more than
1,200 enemy troops and captured 10 large artillery pieces (including 4 pieces
of 155 millimeter artillery) and 42 military vehicles.

17
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The entire population of the city of Quy Nhon staged an uprising and closely
coordinated with the Liberation Army to smash the control apparatus of the enemy
and take control themselves. Many puppet officers, soldiers, policemen, and
government personnel responded to the appeal of the revolutionary government

by staging revolts, punishing their obstinate commanders, and joining the revolution
with their weapons, files, and documents.

At exactly 0500 hours on 1 April, Binh Dinh Province and the city of Quy Nhon
were completely liberated. The army and people of Binh Dinh Province and the
city of Quy Nhon destroyed or routed the entire 22nd puppet infantry division,
capturing very many prisoners and all of its weapons. HNearly 900,000countrymen
in Binh Dinh Province and the city of Quy Nhon won the right of control.

Thousands of countrymen who were being chased by the enemy determinedly resisted
their pursuers, turned around, and, carrying the revolutionary flag and banners
and shouting slogans, welcomed the revolutionary army. Revolutionary governments
were established on all levels.

In Phu Yen, the army and people of Phu Yen launched a strong attack and uprising
on 24 March which destroyed and routed many enemy units by attacking and
occupying the military sectors and district seats of Cung Son, Dong Xuan, Tuy An,
and Song Cau capturing many prisoners and weapons.

Charging forward in the midst of victory, the army and people of Phu Yen attacked
the enemy troops in Tuy Hoa City, the provincial capital of Phu Yen Province,

at dawn on the morning of 1 April. The Liberation Army occupied the various
bridges leading into the city and a number of important military targets. The
residents of the city quickly staged an uprising to coordinate with the troops
and take control for themselves. A large number of puppet troops and puppet
government personnel joined the people with their weapons and documents in
response to the appeal made by the revolutionary government.

Phu Yen Province and Tuy Hoa City were completely liberated.

In Khanh Hoa, after attacking and occupying the military sector and district seat
of Khanh Duong, the Xhanh Hoa Liberation Army destroyed and routed the 3rd

puppet paratroop brigade on Route 21 south of the district seat of Ninh Hoa on

1 April. Then the army and people of Khanh Hoa attacked and staged an uprising
to occupy the military sectors and district seats of Duc My, Ninh Hoa, Dinh Khanh,
Cam Lam, and Van Ninh.

On 1 April, in the midst of victory, the army and people of Khanh Hoa attacked
enemy military targets in Nha Trang City from many directions, attacked and
occupied the command post of the 2nd puppet division which had recently withdrawn
from Tay Nguyen, took control of the airfield, took control of all sea and land
routes, isolated the enemy within the city, and took control of the military sector
and district seat of Vinh Xuong. At 1200 hours on 1 April, many puppet soldiers,
in a protest against the war, shot down 2 helicopters carrying fleeing puppet
commanders.

The residents of Nha Trang City and Vinh Xuong District quickly staged an

uprising to coordinate with the Liberation Army in smashing the control apparatus

of the enemy. More than 3,000 puppet soldiers at the Dong De training center

staged a rebellion, killed their obstinate commanders, occupied the entire center,
and joined the revolution. The political prisoners at the Dien An Prison staged

an uprising, destroyed the prison, and freed themselves. At exactly 0800 hours

on 3 March 1975, the army and people of Khanh Hoa took complete control of Nha Trang
City. Many puppet soldiers, officers, policemen, and government personnel and the
entire civil guard joined the people with their weapons and documents.

{hanh Hoa Province and Nha Trang City were completely liberated. The army and
people of Khanh Hoa destroyed and completely routed the 3rd puppet paratroop
brigade and many other enemy units in this area, capturing many of their weapons
and means of war.

More than 300,000 countrymen in Khanh Hoa Province and Nha Trang City won the
right of control.
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Nam Bo

In early larch 1975, the army and people of Nam po stajed a series of stronz
offensives and uprisin-s in which they smashed the military forces and control
apparatus ¢l the enemy at many places. In eastern Nam Do, the army and people

of Thu Dau I'ot in Tay Ninh destroyed the military sector and district seat of

Dau Tieng, the military sector and district seat of Ben Cau, and the enemy

bases at Cau <hoi and Ben Cui and along the Ong Hung Stream between 11 and 13 March
1975, thereby taking control of a large area northwest of Saigzon. In the area

of Dau Tieng, the People's Liberation Armed Forces destroyed three security
battalions and one armored vehicle detachment and inflicted heavy damages upon
another security battalion by destroying 20 tanks and armored vehicles. Cn

17 March 1975, the army and people of Ba Ria-Long Khanh staged an offensive

and uprising in which they destroyed the military sector and district seat of

Dinh Quan on Route 20 northeast of Saigon. The units of the 43rd battle group,

the 183th puppet division, and the security forces, civil defense forces, and
puppet government here were quickly routed and enemy communications along Route 29
were completely paralyzed. On 26 March, our army and people staged an attack

and uprising in which they destroyed the Binh rhanh militery sector killing

many enemy troops and capturing hundreds of weapons. On . March, the army and
people of Long An destroyed and took control of the milita.y sector and district
seat of Duc Hue and the Queo Ba base. On the same day, the army and people of

Ba Ria-Long {hanh in Binh Tuy Province attacked and staged an uprising to take
control of the military sector and district seat of Gia Ray and the military sector
and district seat of Hoai Duc.

On 20 March 1975, the Liberation Armed Forces attacked the enemy in An Loc City,
Binh Long Province, north of Saigon. Terrified, the military forces and personnel
of the puppet government here fled in confusion. The residents of the city
staged an uprising to take control for themselves. The army and people of Binh
Longz promptly blocked the enemy on the road on which they were withdrawing and
inflicted heavy losses upon them. On the afternoon of 2 April, our army and
people attacked and destroyed the enemy troops in the military sector and district
seat of Chon Thanh capturing many prisoners and weapons. Binh Long Province was
totally liberated.

The army and people of the Mekong River delta staged offensives and uprisings
everywhere, surrounded and isolated the enemy at many places, seized contirol

in many townships and hamlets, and destroyed the enemy forces at many bases and
in many strategic areas and military subsectors in Ben Tre, My Tho, Kien Tuong,
Vinh Long, Tra Vinh, and Can Tho Provinces. On 11 March 1975, the army and
people of ilien Tuong staged an offensive and uprising in which they destroyed

the enemy base at Nga Sau, blocked and attacked the enemy forces which had taken
up a position along the Bang Lang canal in Doc Binh Xieu Township, My An District,
and inflicted heavy losses upon one puppet main force battalion and one puppet
security battalion destroying two ammunition dumps and artillery pieces. 1In the
space of only 4 days (from 10 to 13 March) the army and people of Ba Tri District
in Ben Tre Province attacked the enemy troops occupying Tan Xuan and Phuoc Trung
Townships, putting more than 1,200 enemy troops from two battalions which were
destroyed out of combat and destroyed or forced the withdrawal from 29 police
stations and military subsectors.

Meanwhile, the army and people of Vinh long, Can Tho, Tra Vinh, Rach Gia, Soc Tranc,
and Ca Mau Provinces staged continuous offensives and unrisings destroyine many
of the enemy's control systems.

Unable to bear their stifling, miserable life in the "strategic hamlets" and
concentration areas of the United States and Thieu, nearly 100,000 Catholics
and non-Cathollies in central Nam Bo staged an uprising through which they threw
off the yoke of control of the Thieu government and took control for themselves.

In Ben Tre, nearly 50,000 Catholic and non-Catholic countrymen in the 17 townships
of Mo Cay Bac, Ba Tri, and Cho Lach Districts staged an uprising, surrounded police
stations, and pursued the hoodlum spies. They urgently established combat positions
along highways isolating more than 100 police stations and, together with the
guerrillas and local army, destroyed three military subsectors, inflicted heavy
losses on three other military subsectors, and destroyed the enemy's control
apparatus in 25 hamlets, thereby brinsing the areas extending from Cho Lach to

Bac Mo Cay and from Ba Tri to Binh Dai and Giong Trom under their control.
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After 1 month of continuous attacks and strong uprisings, the army and peonle of
South Vietnam destroyed or routed a large military force of the enemy comprised
of the soldiers, technical equipment, and other means of war throughout their
military region 1 #nd military region 2, put 270,000 enemy troops ocutof combat,
destroyed or totally routed 6 puppet main force divisions (including 5 infantry
divisions and 1 marine division), the 3rd puppet paratroop brigade, 21 ranger

and security battalions, 10 armored battalions and 19 tank and armored vehicle
companies, 35 ground artillery battalions, 9'ground artillery companies, and

70 ground artillery batteries, and 5 AAA battalions; routed the entire civil
defense and civil guard organization of the enemy; completely liberated 5 major
cities: Hue, Da Nang, Quy Nhon, Nha Trang, and Da Lat; and completely liberated
16 Provinces: Xontum, Gia Lai, Dac Lac, Phu Bon, Quang Tri, Thua Thien, Quang Da,
Quang Nam, Quang Ngai, Binh Dinh, Phu Yen, Quang Duc, Binh ILong, Lam Dong, Khanh Hna,
and Tuyen Duc together with many district seats, military sectors, and strategic
military areas in eastern Nam Bo and the Mekong Delta. At present, 9,300,000 of
our compatriots in South Vietnam from the 17th parallel to Cape Ca Mau have been
totally liberated.

The great victory won in the early spring of 1975 by the army and people of

South Vietnam is a brilliant victory of the truth "there is nothing more precious
than independence and freedom" and, at the same time, it is a deep expression

of the fervent aspiration of our army and people for peace, independence, democracy,
national concord, and the reunification of the fatherland.

It is the victory of revolutionary heroism, the spirit of determination to ficht
and win, the inexhaustible might of the Vietnamese people's war in the new age.

It is a serious defeat for the U.S. imperialists and the fascist, warmongering,
lackey Nguyen Van Thieu clique in their plan to continue the neo-colonialist
war in South Vietnam, sabotage the raris Agreement, and permanently divide our
country. ’

Today, the position and power of our army and people are stronger than ever before.
The stand of our people is to scrupulously implement the Paris Agreement on
Vietnam; however, we are determined to punish each action by the U.S. imperialists
and their lackeys to continue the neo-colonialist war. The struggle of our people
will be fierce, difficult, and long but we will surely win glorious victory.

The neo-colonialist war of the United States has clearly been defeated. The
victories won over the past 2 years and the great victory being won now by the
army and people of South Vietnam mark a turning point of strategic significance
on the battlefield, one which confirms the strong offensive position of our
countrymen and soldiers and the declining position of the United States and its
lackeys, a position from which they can offer no resistance. This trend is
irreversable. There is only one course open to the United States, namely, ending
all involvement in South Vietnam, overthrowing the Nguyen Van Thieu clique,
establishing in Saigon a government which endorses peace, independence, democracy,
and national concord, and scrupulously implementing the Paris Agreement. As the
8 October 1974 declaration of the PRG clearly stated, the PRG is ready to hold
talks with such a government in order to rapidly solve the problems in South
Vietnam; and, only such a government can truly negotiate with the PRG for the
purpose of implementing the articles of the Paris Agreement and satisfying the
most pressing aspirations of the people of South Vietnam for peace, independence,
democracy, the improvement of their welfare, and national concord. The United
States will only court a more serious defeat if it obstinately refuses to follow
this course.

nthusiastically welcoming the brilliant victory won by the countrymen and soldiers

of South Vietnam, the countrymen of North Vietnam are determined to step up their
feverish emulation movement to work, produce, and practice frugality in socialist
construction and record excellent achievements in all fields in order to be worthy

of being the strong base of the country's revolution. The countrymen of North
Vietnam are determined to fulfill each of their obligations to fraternal South Vietnam
as best possible.

7809
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THE PROGRESS OF THE 1975 SPRING OFFENSIVE AND UPRISING OF THE ARMY AND PiCPLx
OF HEROIC SOUTH VIETNAM

Hanoi HOC TAP in Vietnamese No 232, Apr 75 » 43

[_Text_7 11 March 1975: Ban Me Thuot City was liberated (the provincial seat
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of Dac Lac Province).
Dac Lac Province was liberated.
Kontum Province was liberated.
Gia Lai Province and Pleiku City were liberated.
Phu Bon Province was liberated.

Quang Tri City and Trieu Phong and Hai Lang Districts in Quang Tri
Province were liberated.

Gia Nghia City was liberated; all of Quang Duc Province was
liverated.

Quang Ngai City and all of Quang Ngai Province were liberated.
the city of Hue and all of Thua Thien Province were liberated.
Tam Ky City and all of Quang Nam Province were liberated.

Bao Loc City and Lam Dong Province were liberated.

Hoi An City and Quang Da Province were liberated.

the city of Da Nang was liberated.

the city of Quy Nhon and all of Binh Dinh Province were liberated.
TuyHoa City and Phu Yen Province were liberated.

Binh Long Province was liberated.

the city of Nha Trang and Khanh Hoa Province were liberated.
the city of Da Lat and Tuyen Duc Province were liberated.

Phan Rang City and Ninh Thuan Province were liberated.

In addition to the grovinces mentioned above, Phuoc long Province (Phuoc Binh is

the provincial seat
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was totally liberated in January 1975.
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THe COMMUNIST AND THE TASK OF WINNING INDEPENDENCE AND UNIFYING THE COUNTRY
Hanoi HOC TAP in Vietnamese No 232, Apr 75 pp 44-48
[ Article by Nguyen Xhanh Toan_/

/ Text_/ Unifying the people and unifying the nation are a historical requirement.
This is a law which has developed in the course of the progress of mankind, in
feneral, and the course of development of each nation, in particular, under the
influence of the struggle with nature and the social struggle, the class strupggrle.

1n the history of the nation of Vietnam, the struggle to unify has been closely
associated with the struggle to protect the nation and win back or achieve
independence, sovereignty, and territorial integrity. It is at the same time

both a law and one of the basic requirements of our nation. National feelings
are very deep and strong. They grow, develop, and accumulate in the hearts

of people who live together generation after generation in the same land --

their "birthplace”" -- and who have shed their sweat, tears, and blood developing,
building, improving, caring for, protecting, maintaining, and defending this land.
They are the feelings of people who "live and die together, share sorrow and joy,
and help one another in times of plenty as well as famine."(1) They are brothers,
children of the same fatherland. In the Vietnamese language, the words "compatriot”
and "race" have very great meaning.

Long before the birth of Christ, the Viets had formed a relatively close knit
community in terms of territory and their economy, culture, language, lifestyle,
feelings, customs, and habits, a community which had abundant vitality; the spirit
of nationhood and the concept of the right of national self-determination also
developed at an early date. 1In all the periods of building and defending the
country, the desire for unity has always gone hand in hand with the struggle to
liberate the country and resist foreign aggression. It is also the foundation of
the spirit of national unity which is a superior tradition, a strength, and a
unique feature of the patriotism of our people.

In the 1st century A.D., the uprising against the Han army led by the Trung Sisters,
which began in Giao Chi, assembled under its banner the peoples of the other districts
and prefectures. In the 1,000 years they were under Chinese domination, the

Viets and the fraternal tribes continuously rose in resistance against the yoke

of domination of the Chinese feudal dynasties.

In the 10th century, after we won back our sovereignty, Dinh Bo Linh quickly settled
the revolt by 12 warlords, united the country, and opened the way for the birth

of the country of Dai Viet, an independent, united, and sovereign country which
defeated all of the most powerful aggressor armies of the age.

At the end of the 18th century, the Tay Son movement overturned the feudal groups
which had annexed North and South Vietnam and, destroyed the foreign armies which
had invaded South and North Vietnam and restored national unity.

In the last half of the 19th century, the French colonialists invaded our country

as a result of the crimes of the Nguyen dynasty which actually welcomed the enemy
to our land. The liberation struggle waged by our people against the French
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Vietnamese communists consider fully meeting this target their sacred historic
mission. The successful August Revolution followed by the victorious war of
resistance against the French forced the imperialist camp to openly recopgnize
the fundamental national rights of our country -- independence, sovereignty,
unity, and territorial integrity. But the most sacred aspiration of our people
has still not been fulfilled because the cruel, insidious, crafty, crooked,

and brazen U.5. imperialists sabotaged the Geneva Agreement, divided Vietnam,
and occupied South Vietnam in an affront to the sacred national feelings of

the Vietnamese and in total disregard for the conscience of mankind, public
opinion, and international law. They unleashed the cruelest genocidal war ever
in an attempt to destroy the will of a people to secure a life of freedom and
happiness.

The army and people of South Vietnam have heroically struggled against the United
5tates and the puppets in order to protect the right of true national independence
suppressed by the Americans and puppets. Socialist North Vietnam has fulfilled

the task of being the great rear area for the great frontlines and has wholeheartedly
reinforced fraternal South Vietnam, the brass fortress of the fatherland.

The "right of self-determination,"” "independence,"” "freedom," "Republic of Vietnam,"
and "fortress of anti-communism®™ which the U.S. imperialists have been trying
for more than 10 years to establish in South Vietnam through many different war

strategies -- bold intervention, the special war, the limited war and the widening
of the war of destruction to North Vietnam, the "Vietnamization" of the war,
and the return to the Americanization of the war -- have been smashed by the

people of South Vietnam with the support and reinforcement of socialist North
Vietnam and the sympathy and support of progressive mankind. The victory of

Vietnam shows that no imperialist power, even U.S. imperialism which is the stronzest
of the imperialist powers and cons’. ers itself "the leader of the free world,"”

can defy the firm historical truth -- the country of Vietnam is one, the people of
Vietnam are one.

For our people as well as for all the other people on this earth, there is nothing
more precious than independence and freedom. The country of Vietnam is one, the
people of Vietnam are one. The communists, as well as all our people, cannot allow

a situation to exist wherein one-half the country and one-half the people are
independent, free, and live under the socialist system while the other half lives

in the misery and pain of slavery. The development and existence of such a situation
is a major threat to the independence, freedom, peace, and socialism not only of
Vietnam, but of many other nations as well. It is the foremost responsibility

of communists to struggle tirelessly to eliminate this threat.

Today, in the face of the insane plots of partition, division, and aggression of
the imperialists, particularly the U.S. imperialists, the freedom of a mation cannot
be totally guaranteed when neighboring nations are still enslaved by imperialism.
And, the freedom of a nation is threatened even more and is not total freedom if
part of the nation falls into the hands of the imperialist aggressors.

For the Vietnamese revolution, struggling to reunify the fatherland is an even more
sacred task because the U.S. imperialists divided our country and divided our people
at a time when our entire nation had defeated the Japanese fascists, defeated the
French imperialists, won back its independence, liberty, sovereignty, unity, and
territorial integrity, established the people's democratic system, and proudly became
a member of the world socialist system.

In the course of the Vietnamese revolution, North Vietnam's task of advancing to
socialism has been organically linked on the basis of national feelings, historical
truth, and the logic of development of the age to the task of completing the
national democratic revolution in South Vietnam and advancing to the reunification
of the fatherland.

Therefore, when South Vietnam was invaded by the U,S. imperialists, the people of
our entire country had to take up arms and fight the enemy.

"The army and people of our entire country, 1 million people acting as one displaying
a high degree of revolutionary heroism and unafraid of hardship and difficulty

are determined to maintain and step up the war of resistance, determined to fight

and win, determined to force the complete withdrawal of U.S. troops, completely
collapse the puppet army and puppet fovernment, liberate South Vietnam, defend

North Vietnam, and advance to the peaceful reunification of the country."(2)
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buViel0PING RTRAL Cril'UNICATIONS AND TRANSPORTATION IN SUPPORT OF AGRICULTURE'S
GRADUAL ADVANCE TO LARJE-3CALL SCCIALIST PRODUCTION

itanoi 1I0C TAF in Vietnamese No 232, Apr 75 pp 49-55
Z-Article by Cuons Bach Lien~7

[—Text_7 In the present stase of economic reconstruction and development and

the acceleration of socialist construction in North Vietnam, communications and
transportation have the task of supportine the industrial and capital construction
sectors, reinforcin< the liberated areas of 3outh Vietnam, supportins the standard
of living of the people, and. in particular, supporting the development of
agricultural production. Communications and transportation must meet the
requirements of transportine fertilizer, coal, lime, machinery, insecticide, and
so lorth in order to help asriculture initiate intensive cultivation to increase
crop yields in larce areas. Communications and transportation must actively

help agriculture cradually advance to larce-scale socialist production.

Particular attention must first of all be ziven to the development of rural
communications and transportation because they directly support agricultural
production. We have the capability needed to develop rural communications and
transportation because they do not involve high technical requirements and are not
heavily dependent unon imported technical materials; all that is needed for

the development of rural communications and transportation to be carried out is

a correct understandinz of the matter on the part of the various leadership
echelons. Improvinz and developing rural communications and transportation is

a very important measure in reorranizing agricultural production, efficiently
deploying and utilizing labor in the countryside, raising agricultural labor
productivity, and gradually eliminating decentralized production, strenuous
transportation, and the waste of labor. It is also of great and practical significance
in helping consolidate the socialist production relations within agriculture,

build the new countryside, and improve the people's standard of living. The special
characteristic of communications and transportation in support of agricultural
production is that they must meet the requirements of the agricultural season.
Plowing, harrowing, harvesting, and so forth raise very urgent reauirements;
therefore, communications and transportation must be very timely in order to

support asriculture well.

North Vietnam's agriculture has been collectivized and the socialist production
relations in the countryside are beinc consolidated more with each passing day;
however, productive forces have developed slowly and labor productivity within
agriculture is, generally speaking, low. To insure a rapid increase in agricultural
labor productivity, it is necessary, in addition to implementing such measures

as water conservancy, fertilizer, cultivating fields with good varieties of crops,
plantins crops on schedule, and so forth, to eliminate transportation by means

of carrying poles and buckets which is strenuous and wastes labor. The development
of river routes and hizhways and the use of improved, semi-mechanized, and mechanized
means of transportation comprise a revolution, one designed to liberate the shoulders
and liberate our compatriots -- particularly our women -- from the very strenuous
labor they have had to perform in the countryside for generations.
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In the development of rural communications and transportation to support
asricultural production, the communications sector began by making the district

the unit on which the establishment of plans would be based. This is totally
consistent with the program of the party at this time which considers the district
an agricultural and artisan-handicraft planning level. To establish communications
and transportation plans, it is necessary to assess the locality’s immediate and
long-range economic development situation and requirements. It is necessary to
assess the special zeographical characteristics of the locality and the main

public communications lines serving the locality in order to select the appropriate
and most economical mode of transportation. On the basis of the situation
surrounding agricultural production, artisan and handicraft production, the supply
of raw materials and building materials, the distances car~o must be transported,
and so forth, it is necessary to calculate how much carzo will have to be
transported into the district and how much from the district to other places.

Since 1960, rural communications and transportation have recorded noteworthy
results. In the lowlands and mountains, carrying poles are no longer used in

50 percent of the production transportation from villazes and hamlets to fields.
Some 270,002 kilometers of inter-township roads, main township roads, inter-village
roads, and roads from villaces and hamlets to fields have been constructed.

In the mountains, a rather large number of roads leading into centralized production
areas, areas for the settlement of nomads, and new economic areas have been constructed.
To date, only two highland districts, Quynh Nhia District in Son La Province and
Muong Te District in Lai Chau Province, are in the process of opening roads and
these will be completed in late 1975. The number of townships with automobile

roads leading into townships is growing daily. In the lowlands and midlands,

3,445 of 3,905 townships have automobile roads leading into the center of

townships and cooperatives and, in the mountains, 1,484 of 1,944 townships have

such roads. Due to the expansion o. road networks and irrigation ditches, the

use of rudimentary-improved means of transportation is constantly growing. Some

2.5 million vehicles and boats of all types are in use in place of carrying poles
and this has resulted in the saving of very much labor. At advanced cooperatives,
the number of mandays spent providing transportation within agricultural production
has been reduced to only 10 percent of the total number of mandays worked.

The facts presented above clearly show that the development of rural communications
and transportation is a very important measure in competently supporting agricultural
production.

Agricultural production is becoming involved in intensive and specialized cultivation
on an increasingly large scale. The number of agricultural production cooperatives
achieving yields of 5 tons of paddy per hectare is constantly increasing; some
cooperatives are endeavoring to achieve yields of 8 or 10 tons of paddy per hectare.
For each hectare which produces 5 tons of paddy, some 4C tons of seedlings, fertilizer,
rice, and rice straw have to be transported. It is obvious that if agriculture
advances to large-scale production with high productivity and high outputs, people
using carrying poles cannot perform the large amount of transportation work needed

to support production. To provide the transportation from villages and townships

to fields needed to support production, it is necessary to develop many more

improved means of transportation; in the lowlands, places which have conveniently
located rivers, streams, canals, and ditches must fully utilize and strongly develop
the use of appropriate means of water transportation, particularly the various

types of boats. Boats are a means of transportation which have a rather large
capacity. OQur people have long had experience in building and using bamboo and
wooden boats. At present, wood is a scarce material; however, many localities

have successfully developed cement covered bamboo boats which are used in agricultural
production and even in transportation over long water routes.

As regsards highways, the improved vehicle is the universnl means of transportation
and eventually each family will have one of these vehiclcs and conslder it the

samo as 8 tool uscd in agricultural production. 1n the varlious areas specializine
in the cultivation of industrial crops, we have been using improved vehicles and
developing the usc of animal drawn vehicles in order to transport larcer volumes

of cargo over loncer distances. In the mountains, the compatriots of the various
tribes have the habit of using sprins vehicles and carts drawn by buffalo and cattle.

At present, localities are experiencing a very severe shortage of vehicles and

boats for use in agricultural production. The difficulty being encountered in the
development of means of transportation is a shortage of materials. Under their functi~n

d
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mechaitized transportation forces, districts served by railroad lines must work

with the railroad stations to build warehouses and stora'e yards for cuch

iyves of carzo as coal, fertilizer, cement, and so forth brought into tane district
2y train. Districts served by major river routes must construct simple river
wharves with warehouses and storage yards equipped with small cranes so that

the riverine transportation sector of the central and provincial levels can brine
cargo into the district. Trucks can be used to deliver a number of types of

cargo directly to townships in order to eliminate the intermediate stage of

carzo handling. The district must have riverine and hicshway transportation
cooperatives to serve as its main forces. During the busy times of the agricultural
season when transportation requirements are high, the province can dispatch a number
of truck units to provide service within districts over a given period of time.

On the basis of the task assizning it responsibility for main district roads,
inter-provincial roads, and inter-district roads, each district must establish a
district main project force. This force performs the key task and must be equinped
with the various types of common machines used to construct roads and bridges
within the district, such as steam rollers, small pile driving machines, and so
forth. Each district must have a small machine center which can perform many
Jobs including the construction and repair of rudimentary animal drawn carts

and boats with a capacity of less than 30 tons and the production and repair of
hand tools and other implements needed for the repair and construction of roads
and bridges. These machine centers must be supplied with a number of types of
equipment so that they can maintain outboard motors and mechanized boats up to
25 horsepower.

The development of rural communications and transportation over the past several

years has complied with the following guidelines the people perform the majority

of the work, primarily universal techniques are employed, and primarily local

raw materials and building materials are utilized. This guideline has been proven

to be both correct and appropriate by the realities of the movement over the

past 10 years and more. The development of rural communications and transportation

in the lowlands and mountains is a large-scale and long range project which can

only be carried out on the basis of the labor of the people. It is necessary

to rely upon and mobilize the people to develop rural communications and transportation
but they must be provided with scientific and technical supervision. Zverything

from the planning of the communications and transportation network to the construction
of one road, one bridge, one boat, one vehicle, and so forth involves certain
scientific and technical requirements.

The communications and transportation agencies on the various echelons must

fulfill their command staff function and help the various party committee echelons
and local governments in the area of technical professions and provide cooperatives
with instructions in the specialized techniques employed in the development of
rural communications and transportation.

The construction of roads and bridges and the development of means of transportation
require large volumes of many types of materials. 2Zven such domestic materials

as stone, sand, @ravel, lime, bricks, lumber, cement, and so forth pose difficulties
as re<zards their excavation, production, and transportation and they are not available
everywhere. Therefore, in the development of rural communications and transportation,
we must implement the guideline of using primarily local raw materials and building
materials. /e must put an end to the thinking that large scale is good and an end

to the practice of relying upon the upper echelon and the state 1o supply such
materials as iron, steel, and cement; we must display initiative, creativity, and
self-reliance and make every effort to overcome our difficulties and utilize

local raw materials and building materials to develop roads and means of
transportation. In the lowlands, there is a very severe shortage of such materials
as stone, sand, and 7ravel for spreading on road surfaces. Many localities have
employed such techniques as carefully pounding road surfaces and usinz sand to
elcvate them and collectin broken bricks and tiles tc be spread on road surfaces.

4t present, we do not have much iron, steel, and cement; therefore, many localities
have constructed small brid-es alon: rural roads by arranginz dried stones, building
arched brick brid-ses, buildinz living bamboo bridees in the lowlands, and buildin~
suspended iron cable brid.ses in the mountains. Due to the shortage of lumber and
steel for use in the construction of vehicles and boats, many localities have
developed steel reinforced concrete boats and bamboo boats covered with cement

and constructed improved vehicles of various types of bamboo and lumber. These

are expressions of the spirit of creative labor and the self-reliance of our

people in the development of communications and transportation to support agricultural
production. 3i . :
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A NUMBER OF MATTERS CONCERNING PARTY DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES IN THE PROCESS OF
REORGANIZING AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION AND IMPROVING AGRICULTURAL MANAGEMENT

Hanoi HOC TAP in Vietnamese No 232, Apr 75 pp 56-64
/ Article by Vu Dung_/

[_Text_7 Agricultural production is an important front related to the activities
of all of society. Therefore, "we should not think that the reorganization of
agricultural production and the improvement of agricultural management is only
the work of agriculture or only related to matters within the agricultural sector,
rather, we must realize that this is the common work of our entire state, of

all sectors and echelons from agr.cilture to industry, from planning to commerce,
finances, and banking, from the various economic sectors to the cultural, public
health, and domestic political sectors."(1)

As the representatives of the stand of the working class and the organizations
which directly implement and lead the masses in implementing the programs and
policies of the party, the basic party organizations in townships and cooperatives
have a major responsibility in the reorganization of agricultural production and
the improvement of agricultural management, and the struggle to implement the
agricultural development line of the party, build the civilized, progressive
socialist countryside, and bring prosperity and happiness to collective farmers.
In the immediate future, they must step up the three revolutions, build strong
cooperatives, develop production, constantly strengthen the collective economy,
improve the standard of living of cooperative members, and contribute more and
more to the common revolutionary cause. The task of the basic party organizations
in townships and cooperatives also involves leading the full implementation of
the overall production guidelines for the entire area and the entire district
and fully carrying out the tasks and meeting the norms and plans assigned by

the upper echelon; at the same time and in the spirit of socialist cooperation,
they must lead their units in coordinating with other cooperatives and townships
in building material-technical bases and public welfare projects within the

area and district, establishing the distribution of labor for the production

of a certain product, forming joint businesses to develop a sector or trade on

a relatively large scale, working together to build new economic areas, or
working together to develop the three strongpoints of the mountains, etc. Today,
in the face of the requirement of advancing to large-scale socialist production,
no one cooperative can develop its production in an independent manner. If a
cooperative only knows what it is doing, it will ultimately be unable to escape
from the orb of small-scale, subsistence production.

The district level is the level which directly supervises townships and cooperatives
and directly organizes and manages agriculture on the basic level. Therefore,
in the process of reorganizing agricultural production, improving agricultural
management, and advancing agricultural production toward large-scale socialist
production, the district level plays a very important role. The district level
is an agricultural planning level and, together with cooperatives, it forms a
production organization. The district is the unit which is suited to developing
agriculture in keeping with the guideline of advancing to large-scale socialist
production. The district level is an economic management level, a production
management level, a business management level, and the center which provides
cooperatives with technical equipment. The district is the place which can
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sociu.ist production is that the organization is still of the decentralized,
partial nature of small-scale production. Very much attention must be given

to controlling the organization, building its forces, and constantly heightening
its ability and skills so that it can meet the requirements of socialist
industrialization.”

Thus, in the process of reorganizing agricultural production and improving
agricultural management, we absolutely must give our attention to organizational
activities. On the one hand, we must insure that guidelines and plans, economic-
technical regulations and policies, and so forth are very accurate. On the
other hand, we must make every effort to streamline the organizations of the
party and government, mass organizations, and specialized and professional
organizations on all levels and in all sectors, particularly those organizations
which are related to the supervision of agricultural production. Particular
attention must be given to consolidating organizations on the basic level and
making the district level strong enough to fulfill its responsibility as the
force which does the fighting on the agricultural front.

A pressing problem is that of consolidating agricultural production cooperatives
in conjunction with streamlining cooperative management committees so that they
become centralized and effective management agencies. It is not only necessary
to have management committees which are skilled in supervision, management, and
technology, but also necessary to have truly capable support units and strong,
highly skilled production units.

Only when the governmental organizations on the township level are streamlined
will they be able to fully understand and successfully fulfill the function of
the dictatorship of the proletariat, fully implement the law, inspect the
implementation of the state plan, protect production, protect socialist property,
protect the right of collective ownzrship of the people, and look after the
people's standard of living.

It is necessary to actively consolidate mass organizations and, on this basis,
teach the masses politics, ideology, and the concept of collective ownership.
It is necessary to hold good cooperative member congresses, mobilize the mass
of cooperative members to enthusiastically participate in the establishment of
production guidelines and the new method of operation, and encourage the masses
to emulate in productive labor, overcome each difficulty, and successfully
complete the state plan.

Particular attention must be given to making the organization of the party and
the Ho Chi Minh lao Dong Youth Group strong in every respect.

The district level must be developed in a manner which is consistent with its
new position in socialist construction and the process of advancing agriculture
toward large-scale socialist production.

Only by streamlining the district party committee, the leader and supervisor of
each activity, can it have the ability needed to truly carry out the political

and organizational tasks of the district together with primary targets and measures
in a manner consistent with the situation and special characteristics of the
district, and lead townships, cooperatives, production and business installations,
organizations,and sectors in successfully carrying out the campaign.

Every effort must be made to improve the leadership and supervision provided by
the district level and shift from the administrative style of management which
is characterized by dominant individuals and general political and ideoclogical
mobilization to the mode of leadership and supervision which provides business
management on the basis of scientific planning and economic returns, involves
maintaining regular and close contact with installations, and develops the
potential of each township and cooperative while heightening the role played by
the government and the various organizations and sectors within the district.

In conjunction with further srreamlining the district administrative committee,

it is necessary to develop the agricultural committee (and the agricultural=-
forestry committees in mountain districts) into agencies which are capable of truly
helping the district party committee and district administrative committee

resolve the management and technical problems of the district and supervise
cooperatives in the good implementation of production plans. At the same time,

we must construct the stations, farms, and production-business installations
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needed to form a technical network within the district and material bases

which can meet the majority of the requirements of the production, processing,

and circulation within the district and help cooperatives promptly resolve

specific problems they are encountering in their production, business, establishment
of the material-technical base, etc.

It is the responsibility of the province and the various sectors on the central
level to be truly concerned with developing a strong district level and, at the

same time, promptly and effectively supporting agriculture and helping the

district carry out its task in order to create the conditions for the district

to gradually meet the majority of its own requirements. The province and the
various sectors on the central level must effectively help the district and
installations with jobs they cannot carry out themselves. The sectors on the
central level and the province must have a plan for strengthening their organization
and improving their operations on the district level and encouraging the various
sectors within the district to display greater initiative and creativity in their
work and the task of reorganizing agricultural production and improving agricultural
management on the district and installation levels.

Building and streamlining the organization of the various s.ctors and levels

in order to meet the requirements of agriculture are based on the specific

task of reorganizing agricultural production and improving agricultural management
in a practical, orderly, and qualitative manner and on avoiding developing
cumbersome organizations for form's sake only and increasing the staffs of
organizations far above necessary levels while giving attention to clarifying

the function and task and improving the work methods and work efficiency of
organizations.

To streamline organizations, it is necessary to have cadres. In cadre activities,
attention must be given to deploying and utilizing cadres in a manner consistent
with the requirements of the reorganization of agricultural production and the
improvement of agricultural management. In the immediate future, attention must
be given to properly deploying the primary leadership cadres of each level and
sector, particularly the district and installation levels. The proper deployment
of primary leadership cadres creates the conditions for heightening the ability
of the entire corps of cadres. Within the district, attention must be given to
assigning cadres to recently established organizations supporting agricultural
production, such as the agricultural committee, stations, farms, production and
business installations, etc. At these installations, particular attention must
be given to assigning good key cadres, such as the party committee secretary,
party chapter secretaries, the chairman of the administrative committee, cooperative
heads, chief accountants, and production unit chiefs.

A pressing requirement of district and installations now is that of building a

well balanced and large corps ot economic management cadres and scientific-
technical cadres to serve as the command staff for the party committee echelon

and local government and help cooperatives resolve their specific economic and
technical problems well. To meet this requirement, the province and the various
sectors on the central level have the responsibility of "sending many management
and technical cadres on the various levels of the state administration to directly
help cooperatives, primarily technical cadres and accountants...(*); at the same
time, "they must send a rather large number of cadres to the district, particularly
technical cadres and management cadres."(%%)

The district and cooperatives must respect the management cadres, technical cadres,
and specialized and professional cadres sent in by the upper level or trained

by the locality. The problem lies in knowing how to closely supervise and wholeheartedly
help them so that they can use their ability to support the overall task well; at
the same time, attention must be paid to preventing and overcoming the phenomenon
of utilizing cadres on the basis of preferences and personal feelings or on the
basis of partialism and localism. The important task now is to quickly select

and train for cooperatives and districts a corps of cadres on the basis of
complying with the cadre standards and policies of the party and through the mass
movement to carry out the political task, a corps which is capable of reorganizing
agricultural production and improving agricultural management.

In addition, the advanced training of cadres is also a pressing task. Our cadres

in the countryside, generally speaking, are devoted to their work and have some
experience in leading the collectivization movement and the development of production:
however, they do not have a systematic knowledge of economic management or
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a,ricultural science and technology, they do not have experience in organizine
production and managing the economy in keeping with the new requirements; and
their viewpoints, concepts, and methods of operating are still heavily influenced
by the small-scale, decentralized mode of production. As a result, we face the
problem of actively and determinedly providing rural cadres with advanced training
not only in the llne and guidelines of agricultural development and the program
for the reorganization of production and the improvement of management, but also
in each measure involved in the organization of production, management, the
techniques of intensive and specialized cultivation, etc. Party committees,
party chapter committees, and party members must also receive advanced training
in ideological and organizational activities as well as activities involving

the mobilization of the masses. Providing cadres with good advanced traininig

is one of the prerequisites to successfully carrying out the political task.

To overcome the stagnated and patchwork nature of cadre activities, it is necessary
to establish a cadre plan which meets the requirements of the immediate task

and prepares for future staces of development. A problem of no less importance

is that of being highly determined and taking specific, practical, and effective
measures to provide cadres with elementary and advanced training based on this
plan.

In conjunction with carryinz out the above mentioned cadre activities well,

it is.necessary to enact a system of appropriate remuneration for cadres

at cooperatives in order to provide them with incentive to study, train, improve

their qualifications, and become deeply involved in their special field. The
experience of a number of advanced cooperatives shows that this system of remuneration
should be based upon the responsibility assigned cadres, their special and professional
qualifications, and their job seniority. In addition, it is necessary to establish
regulations requiring cadres to spend a reasonable amount of time in productive

labor. Management cadres and production unit cadres should primarily perform
management work and only spend a limited amount of time in productive labor.

It is also necessary to research and adopt suitable policies concerning state

cadres on long term assignments at installations, in the mountains, or in areas

in which they encounter many difficulties and hardships.

Intensifying and closely managing the corps of cadres, particularly the primary
leadership cadres of townships and cooperatives; clearly understanding the
situation surrounding the work, the strongpoints and shortcomings, and the
qualifications and abilities of each individual in order to properly utilize

and train him and adopt a policy of appropriate compensation; encouraging, praising
and promoting cadres who display good qualities and have the ability to complete
their assigned task well while taking determined action against cadres who violate
the code of discipline of the party or the laws of the state and promptly detecting
and struggling to eliminate such negative phenomena among cadres as corruption,
taking advantage of one's position, bureaucracy, arrogance, and so forth also
comprise an important part of cadre activities.

Today, the requirements of building and developing the economy demand that cadres
have an increasingly deep understanding of economic management, science and
technology, their speclal field, and their profession. Consequently, together
with training and education, it is very necessary to specialize cadres in order
to insure that they, particularly those cadres who are engaged in technical
management, have a stable occupation and permanent job and can accumulate experience.
The practices of using different types of cadres for the same job and replacing
cadres when it is not truly necessary must be fully avoided. Cadres who do not
meet the requirements of their present task must be given other, more suitable
jobs and, at the same time, determined steps must be taken to rectify those cases
in which cadres have been given jobs which are not within the sectors or trades
for which they were trained.

Within the system of basic party organizations in the countryside, the party
organization at the cooperative occupies a particularly important position.
Therefore, consolidating and increasing the fighting strength of the party
organizations at cooperatives is a requirement of a pressing, fundamental,
and long range nature.

The leadership ability of the party organization at a cooperative is primarily
reflected in the ability of the party committee. Therefore, making the party
committee strong is the most important requirement in increasing the fighting
strength of the party organization at the cooperative. For a party committee to
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In the camp:ign to reorganize agricultural production and improve agricultural
managsement, the party organization has the task of providing close, specific
leadership with a high level of determination in order to insure that a sound
victory is won. On the basis of analyzing the situation, characteristics, and
capabilities of the locality, the party organization sets forth specific,
appropriate guidelines, tasks, targets, and measures and, at the same time, leads
and closely inspects cooperatives as they gradually carry out the campaign in
everything from soil tests, the classification of fields, the establishment of

the allocation of crops, and the establishment of farming regulations, technical
regulations, and management regulations to the distribution of its labor force,

the establishment of basic units and specialized labor units, and the establishment
of reasonable labor quotas, economic quotas, and contract systems. The party
organization also has the responsibility of deeply analyzing economic and technical
problems and leading the cooperative in applying advanced techniques and appropriate
management measures and building the material and technical base of the cooperative.

The cooperative is the frontline combat force in this campaign; consequently,

it is absolutely necessary to streamline the cooperative management committee

so that it has the ability and the strong support units and production units
needed to take the initiative in carrying out those jobs for which it is responsible.
Through the operation of the management committee and various production units

and through regulations, rules, and policies, the party organization leads the
implementation of the party's program for the reorganization of agricultural
production and the improvement of agricultural management. On the other hand,
through the various organizations of the party in the production units and through
the activities of party members, it inspects and supervises the work of the
cooperative and insures that it complies with the programs and policies of

the party and the resolutions of the party organization.

The party organization avoids taking over the work of the management committee and,
in particular, does not intervene in the daily production management of the
management committee and production units. Cadres and party members must respect
the operational procedures of the management committee and production unit cadres;
they must set good examples in carrying out and mobilizing the masses to carry

out the work of the cooperative and production units and, while this work is

being performed, they must inspect it to insure that it is being carried out in

a manner which complies with the programs and resolutions of the party.

Reorganizing agricultural production, improving agricultural management, and
advanc ing agriculture to large-scale socialist production involve profound changes

‘in many areas and demand the launching of a widespread, feverish, and continuous

mass movement and highly developirg the role of collective ownership of the masses.
0f importance is mobilizing all cooperative members to contribute their suggestions
and rich experience to the reorganization of the method of operation and then
voluntarily work to implement the guidelines and measures set forth; the conditions
must be created whereby the masses can participate in discussing and deciding

upon each job performed by the cooperative in the process of reorganizing its
production and improving its management from the establishment of guidelines,
tasks, targets, farming systems, technical regulations, management regulations,

and so forth to the establishment of work grades, labor quotas, and workpoint
standards and from obligations to the state to the organization of the distribution
of primary and subsidiary products within the cooperative.

The fighting strength of the party organization is also reflected in the leadership
effectiveness and the exemplary-vanguard role of party members. If all the members
of a party chapter constantly take the lead in each job, set good examples in
working to implement the resolutions of the party chapter, and always maintain
close contact with, propagandize, mobilize, and organize the masses to implement
the party chapter's resolutions, the party chapter will have the strength needed

to complete each task well. Therefore, party chapters absolutely must give their
attention to party member activities, constantly improve the quality of the corps
of party members, and, on the basis of upholding the practice of criticism and
self-criticism, take determined action to expel from the party those people who

do not meet party member qualifications. It is first of all necessary to insure
that each party member has a clear understanding of the agricultural development
line of the party and a deep understanding of the important and pressing significance
of the program to reorganize agricultural production and improve agricultural
management .
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AVAIIABIE PRODUCTIVE POWER TO BE FROFERLY USED TO SAVE CAPITAL AND TO BOOST
EFFECTS OF INVESTMENT

Hanol HOC TAP in Vietnamese No 232, Apr 75 pp 65-73

/[ Article by Le Nhu Bach_/

[—Text;7 The soclalist industrialization requires that we create initial ac-
cunulation source and invest more and more in capital consutruction while
gradually improving the people's standard of 1living, for “without initial ac-
cumulation we cannot create new quality of economic development, nor can we
have heavy industry and modern large-scale production which serve as basis
for a prosperous economy and for a life of plenty,"*

To invest an ever increasing amount of capital in capital construction is ab-
solutely necessary, for this investment in capital construction is the pre-
mise for quick increase of soclal labor productivity and gradual construction
of a rational economic structure, as well as a distribution of labor consis-
tent with our country's various characteristics, and promotes the highest ex~-
Ploitation of its potential resources and working power; through investment
in capital construction, we can strongly act upon the process of social re-
production and step up a full and uniform development of economic sectors
and localities,

We must not only reserve enough capital for economic development but also be
strictly thrift-minded and know how to use appropriately our accumulated
capital to get the greatest effects with the least expenses,

In the first years of the socialist industrialization in the Soviet Union,
as Stalin discussed the question of using accumulated capital, he said: "But
the question is not, and cannot be, solely about accumulation, for we must
know how to spend in a rational and thrifty manner what we have accumulated,

* Le Duans "Under the Proud Banner of the Party, let Us for Independence,
Freedom and Socialism Move Forward To Score New Victories," HOC TAP No 2,
Feb 70 p 82,
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not waste even a single penny of the people's properties and make sure that
accumulation is mainly used to satisfy the most urgent needs of our country's
industrialization, To know how to use capital in a rational and thrifty man-
ner is an extremely important art which cannot be mastered ovexrnight,"*

Within the framework of distributing and using accumulated capital in a ra-
tional and thrifty manner, the rational and thrifty distribution and use of
investment in capital construction for the purpose of boosting its effects is
of top importance because, on the one hand, invested capital accounts for a
larger part of accumulated capital and continues to grow larger and, on the
other, effectiveness of investment is a major factor that determines develop-
ment of productive force, increase of labor productivity, fast progress of
science and technology, reduction of production expenses and costs and fast
increase of accumulation from within the national economy, With the same or
less capital, if we know how to distribute and to use 't in a rational and
thrifty manner, the results obtained will be greater, out on the contrary, if
we think only of increasing the amount of invested capital without carefully
considering the effectiveness of investment, results will be poor and, in ad-
dition, more tension will be created in the relationship between accumulation
and consumption,

The question of boosting the effects of investment in capital construction is
even more of a current nature in the situation of North Vietnam having both
to fulfill its obligations to the revolution throughout the country and its
international obligations and to carry on the soclalist industrialization
while at the same time gradually improving the people's standard of living
under the conditions of our country having undergone a protracted and bitter
war, production remaining poor, labor productivity being very low and the
gross national product and national income, both in absolute volumes and per
capita, remaining low,

Since our country must still step up the pace of soclalist construction and
has 1imited capital-raising capacity, it is obvious that raising economic ef-
fectiveness of capital invested in capital construction is a matter of stra-
tegic significance,

Investment in capital construction must be closely linked with the use and
management of all fixed assets and with the most effective use of the produc-
tive power of enterprises, sectors and the national economy; otherwise, ef-
fectiveness will be sharply reduced and waste will result, As to existing
enterprises, before we think of new construction, we must take every measure
to raise the output of existing machinery and to fully use our present pro-
ductive power; if after we have fully used the present productive power we
still find it insufficient, we must consider reforms and expansion of exist-
ing enterprises before raising the question of building new ones, The guide-
line for investing to rationalize production and to improve techniques as

a means to raise machinery output, to exploit and to fully use our present
productive power, to modernize and to increase our equipment and machinery
or to reform and to expand the existing production installations is investing

# Stalins "About Socialist Industrialization,” Su That Publishing House, Hanoi,

1958, p 79.
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inter<ively, This is different from investing extensively, i,e,, building new

factories and new production installations,

In the past, although we invested very large amounts of capital in capital
construction, and although definite achievements were made to strengthen the
material and technical base of the national economy, the results obtained
from this investment were still poor; a very important reason was that we had
not closely linked investment in capital construction with the overall use

and management of fixed assets in the national economy in general and in every
sector, locality and production installation as well,

The most obvious sign of this shortcoming was the fact that the productive

power of many sectors and localities was far from fully exploited and many

enterprises, state farms, cooperatives, etc, had been using only about one-
half of the planned output of their fixed assets,

We still remember the words uttered by President Ho in 1961 at the Second Na-
tional Congress of Trade Unions:i "At the present time, we have had 172 state
enterprises (and about 600 local industrial installations), But in the state
enterprises, we use only less than 50 percent of the output of our machines,
This is comparable to only 86 enterprises being productive and the other 86
left idle, Consequently, there i1s an extremely serious waste of machinery,
time, manpower and resources,"¥*

As an aftermath of the war and because of shortcomings in our management, the
phenomenon of falling to get full use of machinery output is still quite com-
mon, The use of our fixed assets, according to an inventory at 0000 houxrs on
1 October 1973 and the survey of productive power which has Jjust started,
still shows the following shortcomings and weaknessesi

1., Almost all sectors and enterprises fall to use all of the productive power
available; in general, we use only about 40-50 percent, and even lower in
some sectors and enterprises, of the output of our equipment and machines,

2, The situation of equipment being pleced together and unsynchronized is com-
mon in all sectors and enterprises; as the assembly line lacks balance, with
too many or too few machines of a certain type, the output of our machinery

is not fully used,

3, Poor maintenance of equipment and machinery boosts the number of break-
downs and inadequate servicing capacity falls to satisfy all needs, In some
sectors, 20-30 percent of all existing machines need repairs,

That is the situation in industry., A similar situation exists in agriculture,

From 1959 to 1973, the state invested nearly i billion dong in aquacultural

* Ho Chi Minh: "The Vietnamese Worker Class and Trade Unions," Su That Pub-
lishing House, Hanoi, 1972, p 26,
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- Improve the quality of equipment and ‘machinery by, for instance, increasing
the revolution-per-minute speed and using automation,

- Apply advanced industrial methods and step up the industrial process by ap-
Plying the high-speed metal-cutting method, using the oxygen-blowing method
to speed up steel-making, using catalysts, raising temperature and pressure
to step up chemical reactions, etc,

To increase the use-of-productive-capacity coefficient for a sector or enter-
prise, in addition to organizing management, improving techniques and rational-
izing production for the purpose of raising the use-of-machinery norm, we must
also take the necessary measures to promote speclalization and organization of
cooperatives, to restore balance to production lines and to overcome weak
spots in the production process,

To carry on the above-mentioned measures, we must in many cases invest more
in capital comstruction, which is part of intensive investment,

After we have taken all necessary measures to fully use the productive power

of the sector or enterprise and still cannot satisfy all of the needs of the

national economy, we must consider looking for the mogt effective plan to re-
produce the fixed assets,

We can have the following plans:

- Reconstruction for restoration of the fixed assets destroyed by natural ca-
lamities and enemy action (in reconstruction we can combine reform and expan-
sion rather than restore them to their exact original conditions,if we find
that to do so is necessary and brings about more economic results),

- Technical reform and re-equipment, modernization and perfection of existing
fixed assets to raise the effectiveness of using such assets and raising of
productive power of the enterprises now in operation,

- Reform and expansion of the enterprises now in operation,

- Construction of new proJjects and enterprises,

The three above plans are also within the framework of intensive investment,
while construction of new factories is extensive investment,

Our selection of an investment plan must be based on careful calculation of
results and comparison with other plans in terms of ralsing social labor pro=-
ductivity, increasing national income, lowering production costs and raising
quality of product, boosting income, lowering investment rate (investment ex-
penses per unit of productive capacity) and shortening time of construction
(quickly putting new productive capacities into operation and use),

While making calculations and comparison and selecting, we must have overall
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productivity, have been used in many shifts and to the maximum of their out-
puts,

- The economic line and the structure and balanced develomment of the national
economy as set forth in the state plan absolutely require an expansion of our
fixed assets,

- Financial, technical and material capabllities have already existed,

To assert the effort to mobilize new productive power according to need, the
ministries and sectors must draw charts to show a balanced use of productive
power in every sector, In these charts, we must first determine the permissi-
ble rate of increase of volume of production having to do with related pro-
ducts by fully mastering the outputs that have been mobilized earlier and
taking organizational and technical measures to develop production intensive-
ly, such as mechanizing and promoting automation in the production processes;
perfecting the industrial processes presently in force and applying new indus-
trial programs; applying higher speed, voltage, pressure and temperature, and
other higher parameters as well; modernizing old-fashioned machinery and re-
placing worn-out machinery and tools with newer machinery and tools of higher
productivity; assembling and installing additional machinery on the same
existing areas; improving the quality or composition of raw materials, fuels
and materials and using new kinds of raw materlals and materials to replace
the ones projected during planning and calculation of output of an enterprise;
raising the level of specialization in production and organizing more coopera-
tives; increasing the number of shifts; and changing the line of products and
improving theilr quality,

After determining the level of machinery output needed to be mobilized on the
basis of the above-mentioned charts, we must choose the permissible level
first by means of expansion or reform of the enterprises currently in opera-
tion, Here we have to select the more effective output-boosting plan in terms
of construction value and time required to mobiligze output and to recover bas-
ic invested capltal as compared with construction of new enterprises,

Since our present source of capital accumulation mainly comes from the exist-
ing manpower, resources and material and technical base, we must actively
step up intensive investment in order to further develop the effects of pro-
duction installations and their potentlalities and to create domestic capital
sources to help carry out the key extensive investment projects, As le Duan
has sald, "For economic construction in a poor country liks ours, with very
low labor productivity and limited avallable capital, we must pay even more
attention to the effectiveness of our undertakings to make sure that they
both satisfy our immediate needs and achieve expanded reproduction,"#*

It has been proved by reality that the correct application of the intensive

* Le Duan: “"Under the Glorious Banner of the Party, for Independence, Free-
dom and Socialism, Let Us Move Forward To Score New Victories," HOC TAP,
NO 2' F‘Ob ?0' p 810
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and a*t the same time strengthen the material and technical base for agricul-
ture in order to achieve intensive cultivation, to grow additional crops in
avallable agricultural land along with enlarging its area and building new
economic centers; on this basis, we will for the first time carry out distri-
bution of the productive force (in accordance with sectors and land areas)
and achieve a new division of work among workers throughout Noxrth Vietnam,

We also need to concentrate investment on a number of economic sectors having
high export profit, such as the mining industry and a number of light indus-
trial sectors, and to build agricultural areas speciallized in producing items
for export in order to step up export, to quickly increase monetary accumula-
tion, to strengthen our self-supporting capacity, to promote international
cooperation and thus to create favorable conditions for importing more ma-
chinery and materials neeessary for our socialist industrilalization,

What is absolutely necessary for the present stage, therefore, is active in-
tensive investment coupled with extensive investment in key areas; we must
fully understand the party's line and policy and guldelines on economic devel-
opment for each and every period in order to turn them into "positive steps,
projects and plans” and to apply correctly the principle of investment in cap-
ital construction to every production installation, sector and locality,

The application of the principle of active intensive investment coupled with
extensive investment in key areas in conformity with the guidelines on eco-
nomic development for each period requires that we carefully consider, calcu-
late and weigh each and every plan to make it the most profitable, particular-
ly when it is necessary to choose between reform and expansion of old enter-
prises and construction of new ones, Although people usually use such norms
as time to recover capital, rate of profit of basic investment, effectiveness
of capital, rate of increase of labor productivity and reduction of costs and
ability to make systematic reductions (currently responsible agencies are stud-
ying a way of making positive calculations to reflect our country’'s actual
characteristics -- we shall come back to this subject at a convenient time),
this is only the case of serious consideration of plans eithexr for reform or
expansion of old enterprises or for construction of new ones,

We must strive to build new enterprises for the sake of industrialigation and
for the interests of extensive investment; we emphasize intensive investment
as effective support for extensive investment and as something needed to cre-~
ate favorable conditions to step up the soclaliat industrlalization,

As we pointed out earlier, we are carrying on the socialist industrialization
while we must rely on our own efforts as the main driving force, in spite of
the continued ald of the fraternal soclialist countrles, and while our materi-
als, raw materials, machinery, technical labor and capital are limited and we
are not yet capable of totally concentrating on economic construction, As
‘ntensive investment in general requires less materials, manpower and capital
than new construction, it will therefore help us to have resources reserved
for extensive investment and construction of new enterprises, In our opinion,
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raise¢ the outputs ot such projects and machinery to the levels of those we
include in our plans, and at the same time will take appropriate measures to
assure good maintenance of new projects, machinery and equipment and to im-
prove the use of the fixed assets that have just been turned productive,

It is obvious that the more we step up active intensive investment, the more
we are capable of stepping up extensive investment and are under favorable
conditions to raise the effects of investment in capital construction and of
accunulated capital, to make money in order to increase the pace of the ex-
panded soclalist reproduction, to step up the soclalist industrialization
and to properly satisfy the needs for gradual improvement of the people's ma-
terial and moral living conditions,

To properly carry out the above-mentioned guldelines for investment in capital
construction, we must have unified centralized leadership at the central level
over ideology, views, planning and organization of investment in capital con-
struction, At the same time, all sectors, localities, production installa-
tions, cadres in charge and managerial, professlional and planning cadres, and
the majority of workers, civil servants and cooperative members must fully
understand the following requirement as set forth by the 22d Plenum of the VWP
Central Committee: "We must take all appropriate measures to exploit the pro-
ductive power currently avallable and to fully use machinery and equipment
outputs and existing sources of materlals and raw materials so as to guarantee
and to step up production,"
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in social 1life that had been either annihilated or repelled were making their
appearance agaln, The bad hablts in weddings, funerals, festivals, death an-
niversaries, superstitions, etc, were being revived, Unhealthy and uncul-
tural ways of life, weird clothes, tasteless manners, etc, tended to spread
among a numbexr of backward and spoiled youths and teenagers., Violations of
state laws, harmful to order and security of society, were on the rise in a
nunber of localities, Thls situation once again indicated. that the campaign
for bullding the new way of life was a long~term, difficult and complicated
Job which consisted of very many things within the realm of management of many
sectors, none of which could be neglected even in a short time and all of
which would require a tight and smooth coordination among the sectors con-
cerned, Faced with this situation, the VWP Central Committee Secretariat is-
sued Directive No 214-CT/TU on 15 January 1975 "about achieving the new way
of 1life in weddings and funerals and for death anniversaries and festivals,”
The reason, as the directive admits, was that "recently superstiiions and bad
habits in weddings, funerals, death anniversaries, etc, have been restored in
many localitles, both in rural areas and cities, Very many cadres, party
members and youth group members have set bad examples for the people by organ-
izing weddings, funerals and death anniversaries in accordance with the old
customs," Whlle we emulate one another in productive labor and practice
thrift for the sake of soclalist construction -- with the immediate job in the
countryside being to reorganize agricultural production and to take one step
toward reforming agricultural management in the direction of the socialist
large-scale production -- the practice of superstitions and bad practices in
weddings, funerals, death anniversaries, festivals, etc, causes tremendous
wastes of manpower and wealth, As we are putting economic and social manage~
ment into order, these bad habits do hamper the organization and management
of labor and management of market and create difficulties for maintenance of
order and security, communications and transportation and preventive hygiene,
While we are building the new man to be the collective owner of the new soci-
ety, these bad habits make propaganda for determiniam and feudal rites, weak-
en the determination and revolutionary spirit of the masses and create gaps
for bad elements and the enemy to take advantage of, Since we are devoted to
guaranteeing clitizens' interests and taking care of the people’s happiness,
these bad habits only make young men and women, newlyweds and families that
mourn miserable and trample on love, integrity and human dignity, In short,
the bad habits in weddings, funerals, death anniversaries and festivals have
been causing harm in all economic, political, ideological and social aspects,
Weddings, funerals, death anniversaries and festivals are things that com-
monly affect every individual and family., To achieve the new way of 1life in
these activities means to show realistic interest in the masses' material,
sentinental and moral 1life and to help speed up fulfillment of political
tasks, The directive, therefore, reminds us that "Party organizations and
mass organizations must actively fight bad habits and superstitions; provide
guidance for weddings, funerals and death anniversaries and festivals to be
organized in accordance with the new way of 1life; and consider them a part of
.ne cultural and ideological revolution,"

To fight bad habits must go hand in hand with bullding our new customs,
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As funerals mainly reflect expression of feelings of the living toward the
dead, honestly express sorrows and offer realistic consolation and assistance
to the family of the dead, All superstitious practices and bad habits in con-
nection with the event of death, such as wearing straw hats and belts made of
banana tree fibers, using canes, rolling on the ground while crying, burning
paper offerings, serving big meals, receiving money and such offerings as
alcohol and meats, etc,, must be eliminated, The forms of mourning can be
wearing a black arm band, a piece of black cloth on one's chest or a white
turban on one's head, The form and time of mourning is the decision of in-
dividuals and families, which no regulations force them to observe, To be in
nourning is not an obstacle to getting married and fulfilling one's military
and other cilvic obligations,

Every township, town and city must have a cemetery; every hamlet and coopera-
tive a hearse of distinguished and light design., In cities, burlal of the
dead is assigned to a state agency organization to do in accordance with the
current law; in the countryside, cooperatives, villagers and local mass organ-
izations take care of it and assist the families in mourning,

Among the ethnic minorities, while the common principles and regulations men-
tioned above apply in the case of weddings and funerals, depending on the sit-
nation of different ethnic groups and localities plans are needed to provide
guldelines for close observation, but we cannot under the pretext of ethnic
or local "characteristics" fail to fight superstitions and bad habits, nor
tolerate overkilling of cattle, hogs and horses for long~drawn feasting,

Celebration of birthdays and death anniversaries is neither compulsory nor
prohibited and is the decision of individuals and families, If they decide
to celebrate, it must be simple and economical, with the habit of offering
big meals to show off and to repay previous "debts" to be dropped,

For festivals there must be strict leadership over their contents so as to
create good effects, such as to reinforce love for our country and native

land; to mobllize people for emulation in productive labor, socialist construc-
tion by practice of thrift and hard working, and fulfillment of civic obliga-
tions; and to step up cultural and artistic activities, physical education

and sports, which will help teach the tradition of progress and wholesome rec-
reation, The directive emphasizes that we must eliminate superstitious cus-
toms in festivals, the organization of which must not create obstacle to pro-
duction,

Within the spirit of the directive, we must study a classification of festi-
vals in every locality in order to have approprlate plans and leadership meas-
ures, The rural festivals that have been eliminated should not be revived,

We must eliminate any festivals that have little mignificance and yet are

of superstitious character, As to the festivals that are both religious cel-
ebrations and sightseeing opportunities, such as the Huong and Thay Pagoda

55



festivals, we must have plans for gradual switch to organizing sightseeing
tours to take place throughout the year at regular intervals, with respect
for our people's freedom of religlon being incorporated into such plans, but
resolute efforts are to be made to fight bad superstitious habits, The fes-
tivals that are closely linked with the nation's historical anniversaries,
such as the Hung Temple, Giong, Kiep Bac festivals, etc,, must be improved
and further heightened so as to teach about the nation's fine traditions, We
encourage new forms of festivals, such as achievement celebration festival,
talent contest festival, advice-giving festival, good-health festival, etc,,
which are taking place in many localities, particularly in industrial and
agricultural areas, These new festivals are joyful, wholesome, interesting
and attractive events that reflect our people's struggling spirit and enthu-
siasm for productive labor and satisfy the masses' needs for cultural activ-
itles and must constantly be improved in terms of educational content, artis-
tic quality, scientific oxganization and mass charact.r,

We must fully understand the spirit of absolutely fighting all kinds of super-
stitions whether they are in connection with festivals, death anniversaries,
weddings and funerals or they are found in the people's everyday life as a
whole, The directive of the Central Committee Secretariat emphasizes that

we must make a distinction between superstitions and freedom of religion,

The law of the state guarantees freedom of religion but strictly prohibits
fortune telling, cards and face reading, seances, acting as a medium, tablet
fortune-telling, drawing of amulets, worshiping of demons, belief in power of
incense stick holders, purchase and sale of paper offerings, sorcery used in
deceitful treatment of diseases, etc, Religlous bellevers must obey state
regulations as do any other citizens, in the case of weddings and funerals,
and whether religious rites are observed or not depends on the choice of the
people concermned,

The directive of the Central Committee Secretariat "about achleving the new
way of life in weddings, funerals and for death anniversaries and festivals"
is very necessary as it comes at this opportune time, It guldes us in a very
practical and realistic way,

To implement it properly, we must recognige the importance and urgency of the
matter, We should not consider weddings, funerals, death anniversaries and
festivals as something that belongs to the "private life" of each individual,
but rather events that are part of the campaign for building the new way of
life, the three revolutions -~ the revolution in production relationships,
the technical revolution and the ideological and cultural revolution -~ and
the construction of the new system, economy and man,

As to the measures to be taken for its implementation, we must closely com-
bine constructive and destructive actions and education and coercion while
on the one hand stressing the law of the state and on the other using the
force of soclal opinion, In regard to customs and habits, the old no matter
how backward sometimes does not disappear easily and the new and progressive
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requlires tremendous effort to build and sometimes takes generations to take
shape and to become new habits and customs popular among the masses, In the
struggle between the new and the old, in spite of the proletarian dictatorshin,
the old still persists and is even stronger than the new in the beginning,
Therefore, we must take initiative and struggle resolutely, continuously and
steadily to annihilate the old and backward; as to the new and progressive, we
must encourage and strongly support it by every possible way. We have con-
ducted the campaign for building the new way of life for the last 30 years,

Of the old and backward many have been condemned by public opinion and prohib-
ited by law, The old and backward 1s no longer as strong as it used to be,
But the new and progressive has not yet become all habits and common psychol-
ogy among the masses, According to the spirlt and content of the directive of
the Central Committee Secretariat about achieving the new way of life in wed-
dings, funerals, death anniversaries and festivals, let us carry on even more
effectively propaganda and explanations to create a soclal opinion that seri-
ously criticizes and condemns the bad habits and praises the new way of life,
at the same time study ways to draft and to improve actual rules, regulations
and decisions about these matters and further develop effectiveness of the

law of the state applicable to these matters, Recently the Vietnam Fatherland
Front has discussed implementation of this directive from the Central Commit-
tee Secretariat and decided that every mass organization would draft a leader-
ship plan for its own hierarchy and use its own publications to make the direc-~
tive known down to the primary level and thoroughly implemented, The informa-
tion, press, cultural and artistic agencies have also become more active as
they have been campaigning for the new way of life in accordance with the di-
rective of the Central Committee Secretariat, The Council of Ministers and
Ministry of Culture have also issued practical guides to organization of wed-
dings, funerals, death anniversary and festival celebrations, etc, 1In the
face of the political task in the new stage, with the realistic experience
gathered so far and positive leadership and guidance, we are determined to
make the new way of life in connection with weddings, funerals, death anniver-~
saries and festivals popular among the masses, The key factor in this 1is
still first of all cadres, party members and labor youth group members setting
examples, seriously implementing this important directive and actively cam-
palgning to urge the people to implement it,
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indeendent, capitalist countries, Especlally in the German Democratic Repub-
lic, they move from highly developed capltalism to socialism, Before the rev-
olution, the Eastern and Central European countries had already achieved cap-
italist industrialization,

In Vietnam, we move straight to soclialism from the semi-feudal colonial sys-
tem, without undergoing the stage of capitalist development, That is the dif-
ference between our country and other socialist countries, That is our coun-
try's greatest characteristic, President Ho said: "Our greatest characteris-
tic in the transitional period was our moving straight to socialism from be-
ing in a backward agricultural country and without going through the stage of
imperialist development,"¥*

Normally, before moving toward socialism nations must all pass through capi-

talism, The common rule of mankind is moving from feudalism through capital-
ism to socialism, Our Vietnamese nation does not follow this common rule,

We do not undergo capitalism, We move straight from feudalism to socialism,

¥hy can the Vietnamese nation move stralght to socialism without going through
the stage of caplitalist development?

It is because in the present era, when capitalism becomes more rotten everyday
and disintegrates, when socialism has been built in many countries and the
world,.socialist system has become the key factor that determines the develop-
ment of mankind, the question of transition to soclalism is raised as an his-
toric necessity not only for developed capitalist countries, but also for the
less economically developed countries that have regained national independence,

It is because in our country, our party, the vanguard of the worker class, is
the only and absolute revolution-leading force, Our party has led our people
in defeating imperlalism and feudalism, regailning independence and democracy
and setting up the people's democratic government, The victory of the demo-
cratic national revolution led by the worker class creates favorable condi-
tions for the soclalist revolution to be carried on and for socialist con-
struction, In the new stage of the revolution, the people's democratic gov-~
ernment fulfills the historic task of proletarian dictatorship and gradually
moves our country toward socialism,

The northern part of our country has entered soclalism, We have had a pro-
gressive social system, but our economy still remains very poor and inferior,
In terms of productive force, we can say that our country to is comparable
with France in the period of the bourgeois revolution (in 1789), i,e,, nearly
2 centuries ago, but from the standpoint of the social system, socialist North
Vietnam 1s far ahead -- about a full era -- of the capitalist France of today.

As everybody knows, the development of man's society depends on development of
“he productive force, Under the feudal system, since production depended on

* Ho Chl Minh: "Selected Works," Su That Publishing House, Hanoi, 1960, p 772,
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material base for it, i,e,, the great machine industry, and achieve socialist
industrialization, Our party has thus affirmed that the central task in the
entire transitional period in North Vietnam would be to achieve socialist in-
dustrialigation,

In North Vietnam we have had the people’s democratic government doing the task
of the proletarian dictatorship, i,e,, carrylng on the socialist revolution
and construction, Normally in other countries, the proletarian dictatorship
is the product of the great machine industry, 1In Vietnam, we use the prole-
tarian dictatorship to create the great machine industry, In Vietnam, the
great machine industry will be the product of the proletarian dictatorship.
Consequently, our party advocates: "Maintain the proletarian dictatorship,
strongly develop the working people's right of collective ownership and carry
on simultaneously three revolutions: revolution in the production relation-
ships, technical revolution and ideological and cultural revolution, with the
technical revolution being the key,"*

Although we do not have the great machine industry, we cannot wait until we
have it before building the socialist relationships, but instead we must start
right now to build such relationships, The socialist relationships that we
are building are still at a very low level and far from steady, They have
assured only the abolition of the man-exploiting-man phenomenon and prevented
development along the capitalist line, which means misery, injustice, oppres-
sion, exploitation and pauperization of working people, To have true social-
ism, we have no other way than to build the material and technical base of
soclalism,

The productive force and production relationships are closely related to one
another, Only by having a strong productive force based on the great machine
industry can we have true socialist relationships, Only by building the so-
clalist productive medium consisting of the socialist productive force and
production relationships can we be sure to satisfy to a maximum degree the
ever increasing material and cultural needs of society as a whole, while we
ceaselessly boost and perfect the socialist production on the basis of high
technology.

In the actual situation of our country, our party advocates using agriculture
as the base for industrial development, Further developing the leading role
of the worker class and the key role of industry, we reorganize farmers and
bring them into collective work to gradually reform agriculture and to develop
agricultural production, In other socialist countries, the process of organ-
izing agricultural cooperatives is closely linked with that of agricultural
mechanization, for these countries have had considerably developed industries
and have the ability to provide agriculture with equipment and machinery, In
our country, industry, particularly modern industry, still has little to
boast about, If we wanted to wait until we have built an industry capable of
supplying agriculture with machinery before proceeding with organizing agri-
cultural cooperatives, we would have to wait for a few decades, If we waited

#* Resolution of the 22d Plenum of the VWP Central Committee,
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achievements of "“the green revolution," particularly about crop varieties
and animals used as breeders, and using improved tools and small machines,
this cooperative has made fine achievements: high productivity, great volume
of production, abundant contributions to the state, improvement of its mem-
bers' standard of living and development of the superiority of the "coopera-
tive system,”

¥With more than 500 families, 2,600 individuals, 700 working people and 200
hectares of land, Binh Da II Cooperative had an annual volume of production
of 1.5 million dong, For every hectare of cultivated land it produced in
1974 12 tons of paddy, 24 tons of potato, 15 hogs (weighing 80 kilograms each)
and 32 chickens and ducks, This did not include other products, Each work-
ing man each year worked 1,25 hectares of cultivated land, For every hectare
of cultivated land the cooperative each year provided the state with 35 quin-
tals of paddy, 3 quintals of pork and 1,000 eggs. The actual monthly income
of each working man was 70 dong, In 1975 it plans to boost rice productivity
to 15 tons/hectare and to sell to the state 1,000 tons of paddy and 100 toms
of pork, i.,e,, 5 tons of paddy and .5 tons of pork per hectare, The coopera-
tive has nothing very special in terms of land and other aspects, If all co-
operatives were able to do as well as Binh Da II, each year North Vietnam
would have tens of millions of tons of paddy and tens of millions of hogs,
Changes would be much better in every respect,

Socialist revolution and socialist construction have basic rules common to
all countries, At the same time in each country there are peculiar rules for
such undertakings, All nations will arrive at socialism -~ this is something
inevitable, But not all nations will arrive there by means of totally iden-
tical measures, For a country that just begins to carry on the socialist rev-
olution and comstruction, the more backward its economy is, the more difficult
the switch from the old relationships to the socialist relationships will be,

Vietnam moves toward socialism without going through the stage of capitalist
development, Many new problems lie ahead, We must steadfastly stand on the
land of Vietnam to think and to creatively apply the principles of Marxism-
Ileninism to our country to solve these problems, If we properly solved them,
we would have our contribution to the theory and practice of the socialist
revolution and soclialist construction as undertaken by the worker class and
working people throughout the world,
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