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PARTY . IEADERSHIP
OVER PEOPLE'S ARMY

[Following 1s a translation of an article by Song Hao in the
.Vietnamese-language publication Hoc Tap (Studies), Hanoi, No 12
December 1964, pages 17-36/ - ' ’

Our army was born and grew up in the crucible of the pecple's
revolutionary struggle; its mission was to fight for the nation's independ-
ence, to win land for the people's cultivation, and to bring socialism and

commnism to our country.

Under the banner of the Party our army has for the past several
decades been bringing into play the nature of the proletariat and the
nation's traditional courage in struggle; it has surmounted every difficulty
and hardship during the barbarous war against the nation's and class! enemies,

defeated the Japanese fascists, French imperialists, and U.S. intervention-
ists and their stooges. It has become an extremely powerful striking force
that makes the people's foes tremble but heartens those nations in struggle

for self-liberation.

The source of our arm&'s strength is first and foremost the leader-
ship of the Party. Without party leadership our army would not have accom-
plished anything and would never have become a genuine people's army.

Throughout the period of formation, fighting, and during the coming
of age of the army the strengthening of the leadership of the Party has
always been a question of prime importance and a determinative factor. It
constitutes the army's guiding principle whether far building itself up or

in combat . .

The Party of the Vietnamese working class is the creator, organizer,
trainer, and leader of our army. This fact amounts to an objective law and

a requirement of our nation in this phase of its history. Ever since the
1
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With a historic mission devolving upon it, with the specific histori-
cal conditions of the country, with a most revolutionary standpoint, with
the great revolutionary doctrine of Marx and Lenin, the fact that the Viet-
namese working class, through its Party, is providing leadership to the

- Vietnamese revolution is entirely consistent with ths objective law and

o

necessary requirement of history.

To achieve power is vital in all revolutions. In order to seize
and maintain power the working class! party had to build up, organize, and
lead a revolutionary armed force =-- the principal instrument of the revolu-
tion's physical strength. The greatest, most important fact in a capitalist
society is that the bourgeois class is armed from top to toe against the
proletariat. For this reason, unless the proletariat possessed its own
armed forces and relied on the people to wage a revolutionary struggle, it
would not be in a position to secure leadership, to free itself along with
all other laboring strata, to eradicate classes » and to eliminate the very
root cause of war. No political objectives whatever would have been ’
attained by the proletariat had it been without the means of revolutionary
viclence or without armed farces in its hands. The experience of the
revolutionary struggle of the French proletariat in 1848 has taught us that s
when the people were without armed strength, even though they were represent-
ed in the bourgeois government, their representatives were in the end but
"high priests" whose only "responsibility consisted of discovering paradise
and explaining the new testament."

There are two kinds of politics in a society where classes still
exist: the polities of the oppressor-sxploiter class and the politics of
the oppressed-exploited classes. War is the continuation of politics and
the army is the main instument for the prosecution of war. It follows that
whatever aim an army is fighting for must serve the political line that has
brought it about. There has never been such thing as a war without political
aim and there likewise has never been a supraclass, politically independent
army. On the basis of this theory our Party has, ever since our people's
revolutionary struggle became an armed one, always considered the organiza-
tion, building up, and leadership of the armed forces as vital tasks. Facts
show that the Party has set up the people army and that, from the outset,
1t has always had a firm leadership over the revolutionary army.

The experiences of history bave demonstrated that » if an army is in
the hands of the exploiting class, it sooner or later will betray the inte-
rests of tke laboring people.

In 1775 the American people organized an army to oppose the rule of
English imperialism. Once the war of liberation had ended the American
bourgeoisie set out to oppress and exploit the people with every known
trick; what followed was that the laboring people of the north rose up in
opposition. But the northern American bourgeois in collusion with the
southern landlords and slaveowners used the army to repress and quell the
uprising, Today the American army has become an effective tool in the hands
of American imperialism which uses it against the American people and
revolutionary people the world over.
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The leadership of the Party is the factor that determines what the
political nature of the army and what its goals of struggle should be.
Formed during the climax of a national liberation revolution in a backward
agricultural country, the cadres of fighters of our army are generally
imbued with patriotism, revolutionary fervor, and the sense of sacrifice ’
and they are courageous and endure hardship well s all of which does not
mean that they were already holding a good fighting standpoint, a correct
revolutionary viewpoint, and a lofty ideal of struggle when they first
entered the army. While they could easily see in the enemy a national
enemy, they seldom saw in him a class enemy. They could have accomplished
the national democratic revolution more consciously than they would the
socialist revolution. Only under the leadership of the Party could our
army -- composed mainly of uniformed peasants -- have acquired a thoroughly
revolutionary spirit, the determination to exterminate all class and nation's
enemles, an unconditional loyalty toward the Party and the people, and only
under Party leadership could it have become a modern prolstarian army. As
Lenin has sald: "Only the proletariat can create the mucleus of a powerful
army -- powerful because of its ideal, discipline, and heroism in combat (1) .»

In order to give the army its absolute leadership, the Party constant-
1y educates the men on what they must fight for, on the political tasks of
the Party which vary with the circumstances, and on the proletarian line for
conducting war and building up the amy. It unremittingly arms the cadres
and soldiers with the Marxist-Leninist ideological standpoint and approach
for dealing with all questions relative to war and army building. Organ-
izationally, there has been set up an entire party system from party chapters
at the unit level to party committees in divisions, military zones, etc.

The Party has also set up various leadership and operation rules for party
commitiees at all levels and trained a body of cadres and party members to
serve as the core for cambat and army building duties.

Thanks to the Party's leadership the army progressed. from being no
to being something, from small to large, from weak to strong, and it won -
victory upon victory. Experience tells us that the key to solving all ques-
tions relative to building the army and conducting war is to strengthen
party leadership. Wherever and whenever party leadership weakens » errors
crop wp in great number and in all respects. All inclinations toward
curtailing or weakening party leadership over the army are therefore -erron-
eous and harmful to the Party and people's cause of the revolution.

So that the Party may perform its historic task and so that the army
may be unconditionally loyal to the interests of the class and nation we
in our effort to build the army must bear in mind the following basic points:

(1) Lenin: "Between two Wars »" complete Russian edition, Political Literature
Publisher, Moscow, 1947, Vol 9, page L3l.
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on its realistic viewpoint, fighting dogmatism with all its manifestations
-~ overlooking the military and combat tasks of the army, taking no account
of our country's possiblities and actual conditions, and disregarding our
army's experience and maghificent traditions.

Ideologically, the Party regard Marxism-Leninism as the leading
ideology for the army, it has never ceased to fight nonproletarian ideologies
of all kinds which are trying to make inroads into the army. The army's
standpoint and viewpoint must be those of the working class s its only ideo-
logical method must be the dialectic materialist method. All cadres and
men, no matter from what class they come, must be made to consider Marxism-
Leninism as the compass course of all their actions, to learn and acquire
the Party's class and vanguard character, and to resolutely carry out all
party political and military lines. Consequently, if a man Jjoins the army
by does not learn and train in accordance with the proletariat's standpoint
and viewpoint, if he does not carry out the Party's political and military
lines, he can never become a cadre or a soldier of the people's revolution-
ary army.

In organization, the Party adapts its own organizational principle to
the army. It made the workers and peasants the core of the cadres, it
strengthened the proletarian component when echelon party committees in the
army were reorganized, it recruited party members from among the workers ’
peasants, amd members of the Labor Youth Union. Such is the content of the
class line of the Party as regards the organizational aspect of army
building. Other leadership principles which the Party applies to the army
are the principles of democratic centrali-zation and collective leadership .
Criticism and self-criticism should become a rule and a routine in the army's
political life. g

The army is the main instrument through which the revolution's
physical strength manifests itself. It is the most potent tool in the hands
of the dictatorial proletarian state for maintaining power, for safeguarding
and developing the achievements of the revolution. As a result s every move
and every combat action on the part of the army is entirely consistent with
the Party's political line. Organizationally, our army is a very tightly
knit body. It is highly centralized and unified according to a vertical
System of command; it is operatiomally very efficient, and its sphere of
action covers the entire country. For this reason, not only must the Party
assume absolute leadership over the army but it also must assume direct
command of it as well, not going through the intermediary of party organs
a8 it does with the people's groups. From the point of view of theParty
AND ARMY, THE Central Executive Committee of the Partyhlone is the Supreme
echelon with the authority to assume direct command of the army. The ‘
Central Committee directly instructs, inspects » and supervises the building
of the army in accordance with the class line of the Party and sees that
the army always acts in conformity to the Party's political task. It
deternine$™ombat objectives and the strategy and tactics of each phase ; it
maps out plans for building up or using the armed forces which will fit each

articylar situation and perform specific task. Regional military organiza-
gions provincial, municigeal, distgiect, and village units) as well as the

7
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Ideological leadership consists in educating the masses to think
correctly and act consciously and in the right direction. Organizational
leadership, on the other hand, channels all the masses' conscious actions
into a singlebbjective as prescribed by the specific rules and principles
for creating physical strength. Without organizational leadership,
ideological leadership would result in uncoordinated actions on the part of
the masses and, hence, failure to achieve the concerted, powerful strength
expected of the army as.a whole. Ideological leadership and organizational
lsadership are therefore two closely interwoven aspects neither of which
can be owverlooked. -

The Party must see that total leadership is provided to all revolu-
tionary armed forces from the main body to the regional forces, the people's
armed police, and the self-defense militia none of which is to be neglected.
Only by coordinating all these troops can the Patrty consolidate its entire
revolutionary armed forces steadily, develop them harmoniously, and generate
a strength large enough to overwhelm any enemy.

For each of its armed forces the Party must reaffirm its leadership
both when it is building itself up and in its combat duty. In building up
and training the troops, attention must be paid to meeting all requirements
for combat readiness and combatability -- the objectives of all building and
training works. As regards combat leadership, the Party must know how to
use combat itself to keep the army expanding and training, to raise its.
ideclogical, political, technological, and tactical levels, and to make it
possible for the army not only to fulfill its tasks well but also to grow
and mature in every respect while in combat.

Absolute, direct, and total leadership constitutes the fundamental
principle of party leadership over the army and the immutable principle for
building a modern proletarian army. To struggle for reaffiming and con-
solidating this principle is the all-important task devolving on all party
organizations within the army.

1

- Building a strong network of party‘ organizations.

. To establish and strengthen its leadership over the army, the Party
takes the general principles on party building and the nature and peculiar-
ities of the army as the bases for establishing within the army echelon
party committees and party chapters which would serve as the nmuclei of a
unified, centralized leadership and, at the sams time, uphold the system of
two commanders sharing responsibility under the collective leadership of
the party committee" for the fulfilment of all tasks confronting the army.

-Strengthening the Party's absolute leadership over ‘the army consists
in stepping up the construction of a network of party organizations within
the army and in struggling against misconceptions tending to minimize . this
Job or to separate party building and army building.

| The army is strong so long as its party organizations are -- an

9
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Of the above principle democracy and centralization are the two

'inextricably interwoven elements. A noncentralized democracy would preclude

unity, it would disperse our strength and stifle people's minds and ¢alents:
On the other hand, centralization without democra ¢y would not result in true
unity either, it would not bring the strength of the collective to the fore
and it would turn into arbitrariness and onesidedness.

Applying thoroughly the principle of centralized democracy in party
organizations within the army consists primarily in maintaining and conso-
lidating the system of "two commanders sharing responsibility under the
collective leadership of the party committees." Actual experiences in army
building have borne testimony to the soundness of this system for maintain-
ing the Party's absolute leadership over the army -- a system fully embodying
the Party's fundamental principle of organization, which is centralized
democracy, and its uppermost principle of leadership, which is collective
leadership with individual responsibility. Under the system the collective
leadership of the party echelon committeeis total, it works closer to the
masses and to realities. The system is also able to coordinate all party
pursuits within the army and to insure that unity prevails in ideology and
action -~ the source of the Party's strength. It brings to bear the comman-
ders' initiative, ingenuity, and sense of responsibility.

This system, which leaves leadership to the party committee and
responsibility to the commanders, not only does not weaken in any way the
orders or directives issued by the commanders, but it insures that these
orders or directives are correct and fully implemented. It does not get in
the way of scientific and technological pursuits, but it helps science and
technologydevelop more vigorously and in the correct direction. The Party
committee's leadership does not downgrade the role of the moderm regular
army in army building and actual combat, on the contrary, it is very much
needed and all the more so where Joint operations are essential and command -
ing becomes a complicated job.

To perfect the system, it is first necessary to constantly strengthen
the principle of collective leadership by the party committees. The reason
is that only the party committes' collective leadership can insure that
party lines and policies are correctly laid down and implemented. This
makes it possible for opinions from the party members and masses to be cent-
ralized; subjective, onesided errors to be reduced; the sense of responsi-
bility, the positiveness and creativeness of party members to be brought
into play; and the unity within the Party and army to be enhanced. This
collective leadership must also be centralized and vested in the party
conmittees which represent the Party. All endeavors must spring from the

" decisions of party committees of various echelons, all authorities must be

centralized and vested in the party committees. Centralization here should
be aimed at the party committees as collectives, not at individvals. It
follows that all inclinations toward minimizing the party committees' collec-
tive leadership in favor of individuals' authority are contrary to the prin-
ciple of centralized democracy and in violation of the principle of collect-
ive leadership upheld by the Party. Ambitious thinkings aimed at power and
position, paternalism, and militarism often are the root causes of such
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orders and regulations are rigorously carried out, which in effect helps
strengthen the command system. Moreover, the resolutions reached by the
party committee have a much broader scope, they determine the unit's poli-
tical tasks and directions of action taking into account the unit's politi-
cal and ideological situation and current task. No matter how specific
regulations and orders may be, they can never replace the leadership of the
party committee; organizational rules cannot replace the lattert!s political
and ideological leadership, nor can military command replace the Party's
leadership. Only on the basis of strengthening the party committee's lead-
ership can military command be asserted and all regulations and orders be
carried out rigorously. ‘ >

The army's role is to fight. To insure that every battle is won is
the highest goal of all party organizations within the army as well as all
cadres and soldiers. From this principle, all army activities and all
specific regulations governing leadership and command must be derived.
Whether in army building or in combat duty, the principle "all for victory
over the eremy" must be observed thoroughly and the party cammittees must
always strive to make it possible for the commanders to assert their autho-
rity, discharge their responsibilities, and fulfill the tasks assigned to

them by the party committees. Such is the political responsibility of the
party committees of all echelons. In view of the same requirement -- to
triumph over the enemy ~- the party committee must help the commander
achieve the tasks on which he believes some initiative is necessary, and it
must hold fiym its leadership to insure that military command is performed
correctly. All this shows that leadership and command not only do not
hinder or undercut each other but that they are tightly interlocked and
mutually beneficial, provided everyone concerned abides rigidly by the
highest principle ~- to triumph over the enemy =- and regards it as the
goal of all actions.

In specific circumstances, particularly during the climax of a battle,
our leadership and command system must be used in an appropriate manner. 4
distinction must be made between means and principles. Whether the command-
er informs the party committee of .his intentions before or after the fact
depends on the situation. In any case, the principle must be upheld that
a commander is responsible to the party committee and subjected to its con-
trol, and that he must carry out its decisions. A party committee being the
united leadership organ of a unit, nothing lies outside the sphere of its
control. All technical assignments or tasks must be controlled by the party
committee if technology is to serve politics, help the troops perfom their
job, ad avoid blundering. The directives and orders issued by a-higher
echelon reflect the lines and resolutions of that echelon's party comnittee,
lower echelon party committees must see that they are carried out correctly.
Commanding and organizing the implementation of these directives and resolu-
tions are always in close coordination with leadership and leadership system.
It can consequently be said -that, to qualify as the Party's army, a well
commanded army must also have party leadership and that, to qualify as a
revolutionary army, it must do active political work when its masses are
themselves active.

13
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ideological fronts. The entire political task being aimed at building up
the Party's leadership over the army, all political work past and present
must be geared to strengthening the Party ideologically and organizationally
and consolidating the party committee and party chapter's leadership, all

of whioh if for the purpose of bolstering the leadership of the Party over
the army. In another connection, those who are in charge of political work
must pay utmost attention to training the troops as to standpoint, viewpoint,
and ideology of the proletariat, regarding these as firm bases for building
and expanding the army,for making it possible for it to fulfill its missions.

Thanks to the Party's leadership and its political work our army is
now magnificiently revolutionary and absolutely loyal to the cause of the
revolution and the interests of the class and nation. It has built for it-
sélf glorious traditions -- heroism in combat, stamina, surmounting diffi-
culties, living a simple life, practicing internal unity, military-civilian
solidarity, international solidarity, and so forth.

Thanks to political work, our army has successfully been built, it
has won many battles, scored great achievements and glorious victories.

Experiences gained in the coming of age of our army have clearly
demonstrated the far-reaching effect and the great role of political work, -
and underscored the fact that it is the source of the army's vitality and
strength. Moreover, the achievements as well as the excellences of the army
point up the indispensability of political work, for without political work
the Party's leadership over the army would have been impossible and the
masses in the ammy would not have been revolutionary in their actions.

Our revolutionary amy completely different from no matter what
other armies whether they are the imperialists', the feudalists', or the
bourgeois' in that ours has a political work system, that is, a party or
working class leadership. That it is utterly loyal to the interests of
the people and the cause of the revolution, completely revolutionary,
pPossessed of a high, indomitable fighting spirit is thanks to political
work and party leadership. The regime of political work is what different-
iates the working class' army from that of any other class, and a revolution-
ary from a counterrevolutionary army. For this reason our Party asserts
that political work; whose purpose is to realize the Party's absolute leader-
ship over the army, is paramount and is in effect the very soul of the army.
It has become the deeprooted tradition of our army in the task of building
itself, in combat, in its daily life and other endeavors. It is the basis
for pursuit§6f any importance. Anything tending to minimize and downgrade
the role of ‘political work or antagonize it with other works is the product
of misconception as to the leadership of the class, revolution, and Party
over the armed forces. If not resolutely checked, such errors would lead
us to building our army in the bourgeois way, with disastrous consequences
affecting our efforts to build the army and consolidating our defense.,

With a view to performing its political task, the Party has set up
a political network with political organs and political agents at every
echelon, it has laid down rules regulating the political committees and
political workers. This has made the Party's leadership over the army

15




ever stronger, and the Party's lines and revolutionary tasks are being
imparted more and more fully to the cadres and soldiers.

The Party also asserts that political education and ideological
leadership are essential to political work, it in fact regards them as
permanent, central elements of political work.

Taking the Marxist-Leninist view on the importance of the revolution-
ary theories and on the morale being the determinative factor in war as a
basis, keeping in mind its own political task, the army's combat target, and
the ideological situation prevailing among the cadres and soldiers, the
Party maintains that army building must be founded upon political and ideo-
logical structures. An immutable principle in army building is: politics
as the base and ideology in the lead. In whatever form war is fought, under
whatever circumstance the army is built, whether it is dispersed or concen-
trated, .composed of guerrillas or organized as a modern regular ammy, the
human factor is still the determinative one and the political and ideologic-
al factor still occupies primordial positions. The more difficult and
complex the situation and the tougher the job, the more necessary a politic-
al buildup will become. Any inclinations to minimize or weaken ideological
work are errors of principle. Experience has taught us that, no matter
when and where and whatever the size of the unit and the importance of the
task all army pursuits and activities must be based on ideological work if
good results are to be accomplished. Conversely, neglecting ideological
work will lead to difficulties and even fallure in the performance of our
tasks. ‘ !

' Ours is a people's army under the leadership of the Party. It wages
a struggle for national and class liberation. It must be class-conscious
before it can be receptive to the doctrine of Marxism-Leninism and bring
to bear the revolutionary nature of the working class. Moreover, the
workers account for but a small percentage of the troops while the absolute
majority belongs to the peasants and patriotic petty-bourgeois. But their
class-consciousness 1s found to be generally merely skindeep or not well
understood; the line is sometimes hazy between foes, friends, and ourselves;
the old class concept still persists and nonproletarian thinking still leaves
its mark . Under these circumstances, unless the Party works to bolster the
proletarian standpoint on a permanent basis, to inculcate the revolutionary
philosophy of life in the troops, and to resolutely and perseveringly
struggle against all nonproletarian standpoints and concepts among the cadres
and soldiers, then our army will not be receptive to and implement correctly
the Party lines and policies. Without full ‘class-consciousness it will not
acquire a thoroughly revolutionary spirit, a spirit of sacrifice and courage
and the determination to conquer difficulties and to fulfill its missions.
For these reasons our Party mist take class-consciousness as the fundamental
content of political and ideological work, attaching importance to constant~
ly promoting the troops' class-consciousness. Whatever the nature of
education, its foundation must be class-consciousness and the proletarian
ideology. Facts prove that each time class-consciousness high in the
cadres and soldiers, with class hatred boiling inside them and class emotions
well stirred up, we can witness the troops overcome all obstacles and hard-
ships, fighting heroically, and fulfilling all party-entrusted missions.

16
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Inculcating class-consciousness and standpoint in an army such as ours _
constitutes a full, constant, protracted, and tough struggle. This consists
first and foremost in putting the army on the working class! standpoint
where it can distinguish between enemies, friends, and ourselves -- a para-~
mount question in revolutionary struggles. Only on that basis can the cadres
and soldiers: clearly see the nature of the army and its goal of struggle;
thoroughly understend the Party's revolutionary lines; analyse the complex
problems of class struggle and determine the relationship between the indie
vidual and the collective, between the interest of the class and that of

the nation; and enhance their revolutionary fervor and insure that the

army never strays from the Party's revolutionary lines.

Aside from teaching the troops to distinguish between enemies, *
friends, and ourselves, we also have to improve their methods of thinking
and raise their theoretical level. Only then can they thoroughly under-
standsuch complex questions as unity between standpoint and policies ’
strategy and overall design, and so forth and only then can they avoid "
subjectivism and bias, tell right from wrong, and be truly fim in their
class standpoint. - o '

We already know that the Party's task of political education and
ideological leadership within the army consists, on the one hand, in ralsing
the level of perception of the cadres and men as regards the Marxist-Leninist
theories and the basic questions concerning the Party's political and mili-
tary lines and tasks; on the other hand, in staying close to the troops in
their daily life and trying to solve real building, training, and combat
problems. The two aspects are closely interlinked; while the former, which
is basic, serves as foundation for the latter, the latter complements and
strengthens the former. Failing in or neglecting questions of political and
ideological education while solely concentrating on solving problems, or
vice versa, will be detrimental to political work. x

However, when we are solving actual problems under specific condi-
tions, those doing ideological work must handle as correctly as possible all
problems encountered in the everyday life of the troops. There are views
recently that there are at present newer and more complicated issues which
warrant our attention and they are the issue of modern military science and
technology, that of the putting in effect of the orders for regularizing the
amy, that of responsibility, regimes, etc. and that ideological work must
concentrate on this particular area and handle the question in a proper man-
ner. The foregoing view is correct, for on its way toward becoming a modern
regular army, our army has found the points raised above extremely important
&s they contribute to speeding up the process of regularization and moderni-
zation. They have been getting our attention for the past several years and
even today ideological work is being stepped up with a view to resolving
them in a more satisfactory way. Nevertheless, if we confine ourselves to.
such new and complicated things without taking into account the equally new
and complicated political, ideological, and emotional problems confronting
the cadres and soldiers as the present fierce class struggle is in full
swing within and without the country and as the army assumes a formidable
combat duty, then our idsological work will be without a direction and

17







setup are vital for establishing the Party!s leadership over the army.
However, they are by no means enough, a strong body of cadres is also neces-
sary. The cadres must have a firm standpoint, a deep awareness of the
Party's political tasks and the army's combat targets, a thorough under-
standing of the Party's viewpoint on armed struggles and armed forces build-
ing. They must have a good knowledge of theoretical military science, a
high technical level, the ability to organize the masses for carrying out
party~-entrusted tasks, and a good working style. In order for such a body
of cadres to materialize, it is necessary that first of all the Party's
class line regarding the cadres be well understood: to select workers and
peasants as core cadres. This derives from the Party's political and
organizational lines. , :

Ours is a people's army and a worker-peasant army. It is the sharp=-
est instrument in the hands of the dictatorial proletarian state. The Party's
class line on organization must be made the organizational line for army
building, and its class line on the cadres must be made the army's line on
the cadres. If we grasp the Party!s line on the cadres we shall also hold
the main direction to the source of cadres, that is, we shall select and
train our cadres from .among the workers and peasants, who form the most
determinedly revolutionary classes. The workers constitute the leadership
class, the peasants the main force of the revolution, and the majority of
our armyconsists of workers and peasants. Clearly, the latter consitute
the greatest reserves of army cadres both in quantity and quality. The
army cadres must therefore come from these fighting massesof laboring people,
vhich is consistent with the Party's political and organization lines as
well as with reality. Adhering to the line on the cadres -- workers and
peasants as core cadres -- means that we must train the good worker- and
peasant elements, constantly forming them into cadres and bringing their
qualities to the fore, relentlessly strengthening their standpoint and
raising their political, scientific, and cultural level. Under the old’
social regime the workers and peasants were the oppressed classes to whom
cultural opportunities were denied. This was worsened by the fact that our
country was a colony with a backward agriculture. To bring them to the point
where they can master science and technology we must impart to them the ne-
cessary knowledge. This shortcoming must be pounded home to our cadres of
whom great efforts will be demanded if the slogan "intellectualizing the
workers and peasants" is to be realized. -

With the line making workers and peasants core cadres as a basis, we
should also train and educate those cadres who do not belong to the worker
and peasant classes, intellectuals who have voluntarily chosen to fight for
the cause of the Party and the rights of the laboring class, who have stood
the tests of the revolution and who possess close ties with the masses. We
should develop their excellences and overcome their defects especially re~
garding their standpoint and viewpoint, and make good the slogan "worker-
pPeasant-izing the intellectuals," and make better cadres out of them.

Selecting and training cadres must chiefly be done among the workers
and peasants in order to raise the percentage of these elements and enhance
the revolutionary political nature of the cadres. By stepping up political
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of good cadres who will act as the core of the armed forces, the Party has

set moral and proficiency standards to serve as direction of training and
improvement for all cadres. Morals and talents are closely related and, in
character, this relationship is that between politics and technology, and
between standpoint, ideology and skill. A cadre must have both morals and
talents, but while morals are essential, talents are only very important.

Morals mean political qualities, which are absolute loyalty toward
the Party's revolutionary cause and the people's interests, determination
to struggle for the annihilation of all enemies, courage in combat for the
cause of the revolution, diligence in work, willingness to place public
interest above personal one, the sense of organization and discipline, close
ties with the masses, the spirit of unity in struggle, of criticism and self-
criticism, and the desire for progress and advance. In public and personal
life, the cadre mast prove a person of high morals, he must be industrious,
thrifty, honest, upright, impartial, humble, and simple, he must consider the
common laborer's as his own standard of living. Our nation and Party have
magnificent traditions, we work hard and lead a simple life. These are good
qualities that must be developed. We shall not fall into other people's
vices and we shall not indulge in the decadent life of the exploiter class.

High morals are not enough, however. It is also necessary for the
cadre to be capable. Capability means a good knowledge in Marxist-Leninist
theories, ability and experience in organization and leadership, the necess=-
ary professional proficiency and technical know-how, a sense of initiative,
all of which is required for resolving the cadre's problems.and performing
his job. The cadres and party members in the armed forces not only must
understand Marxism-Leninism in a general way, but they also must be versed
in the Marxist-Leninist viewpoint on war and army. It is not enough for
them to know the general outline of this viewpoint, they must understand well
the problems confronting the nation in the field of war and army and resolve
them in conformity to the Party's military thinking, line, and task and the
realities of the country. For in our country class struggle and armed strug-
gle, beside being governed by a general law, have also their own peculiari-
ties. Knowledgefmust be transformed into skills and abilities and turned to
account for resolving problems relative to war and armies. Complacency
with the knowledge already acquired, unwillingness to learn, reluctance to
go ahead in the face of difficulties and hardships when seeking new knowledge,
absence of forbearance, lack of training, actions ndimotivated by the army's
revolutionary requirement, non-adherence and refusal to learn from the
theory and practice of armed struggles, all of them are contravening the
proper viewpoint and attitude of a learning, fighting, creative Marxist.

Nor is learning theories enough., Experience has abundantly proved that, he
who goes deep into reality, taking pains to stay close to troops in combat,
and showing a high fighting spirit will distinguish himself more and more
eéveryday, show great creativeness and an ability to promptly cope with all
circumstances. Conversly, he who strays from reality and actual combat will
make no progress whatever, he will see his abilities gradually reduced,
become destitute of intelligence, lack creativeness and quickness of think-
ing; he will never become a good leadership cadre or commander of the Party's
armed forces.
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oppressed-exploited.

Internal unity, cadres and soldiers in full agreement, upper and
lower ranks in complete accord have always been magnificent traditionsin
our army, they have pervaded its policies and rules and become an unshaka~-
ble farce« In protracted fighting , sharing the sweet and the bitter, joys
and sorrows, life and death cadres and soldiers have further tightened the
matual bonds. Nevertheless, our army was born and brought up in a country
for generations ruled by imperialists and feudalists, in a society in which
the class concept had left heavy marks and the remnants thereof had by no
means been eradicated. We therefore always emphasize political equality and
make continuous efforts toward correct relationship and internal unity. No
matter what his position or job is and whatever his task, the cadre must -
be an ordinary laborer first, then at once a commander and a comrade in arms
to the soldier. , :

The principle of internal unity, with cadres and soldiers, upper and
lower ranks in complete agreement, is expressed in many ways the most import-
ant of which is in the relationship between democracy and discipline. In
this respect, the cadres must have a correct viewpoint and they must handle
the above relationship properly: Unity between discipline and democracy is
reflective of the principle of centralized democracy, it is a relationship
showing the class nature of our army. Discipline must be founded on demo-
¢racy and aimed at promoting the interests of the revolution and people.
Democracyﬁu’st be guided. Both democracy and discipline's goals are to see
that leadership is properly implemented and command obeyed, and that all
tasks are successfully performed. Both discipline and democracy are aimed
at boosting ‘the fighting strength of the army. Reinforcing discipline must
always be parallel with expanding democracy. Only in so doing shall we -
obtain a strict discipline and keep it in a correct direction. Democracy
is at the same time a political and organization principle and a prime
factor in strengthening discipline. It essentially consists of political.
equality, conscious and voluntary performance of obligations, discipline
based on unity between leadership and command, upper and bwer ranks, and
cadres and soldiers, and conscious adherence to discipline by the masses
through persuasion by political education. -It can be said that discipline
is never rigorous when democracy is not properly practiced. In our effort
Yo enhance internal unity, we therefore resolutely reprove all acts tending
Yo impair the dignity of persons of lower ranks or that of soldiers, along
with all manifestations of dogmatism and imperiousness, and all attempts
Yo -establish personal authority,tecause they are contravening the very natu-
re of our army and the principle of leadership and command of the armed
forces. Parallel with efforts to combat undemocratic practices we must
also fight all displays of freedom-ism. Overcoming the above-mentioned
érrors will result in a stronger discipline based on democracy, stronger uni-

tybetween leadership and command, upper and lower ranks, and cadres and
soldiers.,

Proper handling of the military-civilian relationship in effect
strengthens the revolutionary nature of the army and the leadership of the
Party. If ours is a true people's army as the Party has decided, the
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imperialism the mainstay of which is U.S. imperialism and its henchmen;
that the victory of the revolution in each country is linked with the
common cause of the world revolutionary movement, our Party has never
ceased to hold aloft the bammer of proletarian internationalism.

Ours and the a rmiegof the sister countries are armed forces led by
the working class. All of them are struggling for the interests of the pro-
letariat and laboring people and share a common, noble ideal -~ to struggle
for the complete, solute triumph of socialism and communism around the
vorld.

Socialism has become today a powerful world systeni. The imperialists

led by the United States are nevertheless feversishly carrying out their

scheme of wrecking the soclalist countries, enslaving their people, prepa-
ring for war, and undermining the peace of the world. Unity based on Marxism~
Leninism and proletarian internationalism among the socialist countries in
general and that among their armies in particular are the surest guarantees
for the victory of the world revolutionary movement. ’

In the struggle against imperialism and for peace, national independe~
ence, democracy, and socialism not only do we regard the people and armies
of the socialist countries as comrades-in-arms fighting for a common ideal,
but we also regard the working class and laboring people of the capitalist,
colonial, and dependent countries as our comrades in arms. As a result, we
are constantly strengthening our solidarity with the working class and
laboring people of those countries in the struggle for national independence,
democracy, and socialism. This, we consider our international obligation.
Speaking about the international obligations of a dictatorship of the prole-
tariat Lenin said: "The victorious proletariat of that country (a country
which has successfully carried out a socialist revolution -~ S.H.) having
confiscated the property of the bourgeois and organized socialist product-
ion, will stand up and oppose the rest of the world, that is, the capitalist
world by involving the oppressed classes of the follower countries, by urging
them to rise up against the bourgeois, by using, if necessary, even military
force against the exploiter classes and their state (2)." To forget this

‘teaching is tantamount to fall into the quagmire of the doctrine of national

gselfishness.

Educated in the principle of proletarian internationalism our army
has been giving from the outset and throughout its many hard, heroic strug-
gles, and it will continue to give.in the future, full play to the spirit
of international proletarian solidarity in conjunction with true patriotism.
Facts and the Party and army's experlences prove that, in order to hold
aloft the banner of proletarian internationalism, it is necessary to keep
our guard up against all displays of nationalism, great power chauvinism,
and narrow nationalism. Should we belittle or look down upon sister nations
and sister armies, as is practiced by great power chauvisnism, narrow nation-
alism would lead us to factionalism, schism, and national selfishness. Both

Vietnamese language, Su That (Truth) publisher, 959, Vol I, part

(2) Lenin: "On the Slogan of European Federation," Tuyen Tap (Selection)
Tl ¥ ’
II, page 390. ‘
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cially when, in this complex class struggle, they are using perfidious and
machiavelian tricks of all kinds against us. We must, by political work,
educate the troops and instill in them the Marxist-Leninist theoriegon class
struggle, put them on a firm proletarian standpoint, teach them the method
of clags analysis for finding out the nature of the enemy and guarding them-
selves agalnst the outward appearances behind which he is hiding. The basis
for the hatred of all reactionary classes can spring only frem class cons-
ciousness. In colonial countries the masses usually progress from national

-consciousness to0 class consciousness to socialist consciousness, but only

vwhen founded on class and socialist consciousness will patriotism and the
will to fight for national liberation be firmly established. As a result,
an education aimed at promoting clasgconsciousness constitutes the basic
content of political education and ideological leadership. Class conscliouse
ness is the ideological basis for examining and solving correctly all pro-
blems of army building and armed struggles. Only with a deeprooted class
consciousness can we heighten the positive spirit and creativeness of the
army, raise its fighting potential, make it possible for it to surmount
difficulties of all kinds and to fulfill all tasks. Only with it can we
build up our determination to fight and to win, eliminate all class and
national enemies, protect the socialist North, liberate the South, struggle
for national reunification, and safeguard peace in Southeast Asia and the
world. Such are the practical meaning of and correct viewpoint on the
relationship between the enemy and ourselves.

The relationship between politics and technology in the army is an
extremely important one. Properly handled, it boosts the fighting strength
and combat readiness of the amy, because the army is the result of the -
combination of two elements: men and weapons, politics and technology.

The essential content of politics is class struggle of which the army
is the instrument. Politically the army has to deal with its own class
nature, the Party's zsolute leadership, its degree of political and ideolo-
gical consciousness, its political life, and so forth.

For the army technology means weapons, equipment, skill of using and
servicing these weapons and equipment, knowledge of military science and
technology, professional proficiency of the cadres and soldiers, and so on.

Thus, politics are tied to soclety's class struggle, and technology
to the development of the economy and production. Unified, politics and
technology heighten the army's fighting strength for class struggle, with
politics always in the leading role. Politics lay down the task for tech-
nology, act as its basis, bring out its potential for politics' interest,
that is, for the revolutionary mission of the class. Technology adds to
man's power, boosts the army's combat potency, serves the revolution
effectively. '

The coming of age of the army follows the progress of the relationship
between politics and technology as this relationship is handled correctly.
Today our army is becoming a modern regular army, its equipment has improved,
its organizational structure has undergone many changes, but the principle
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FOR A BETTER FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATION

[Following is a translation of an artiéle by Hoang
Anh in the Vietnamese-language pericdical Hoc Ta
(Studies),Hanoi, No 12, December 1964, pp 10-16.

Under the clearsighted leadership of the Party during the past 10
years our people were able to develop their traditional industriousness
and courage to achieve great victories in rehabilitating, reforming, and
developing our economy and in promoting culture. Gradually, socialism was
brought about in North Vietnam. Today hunger and privation are no longer
Seen there and brick-built housing is little by little replacing thatched
huts and their mud walls. In remote rural districts and mountain regions
there have sprung up factories, state-farms, capital construction . camps,
and department stores., Whereas the peasants, craftsmen, salt makers, and
fishermen had to work very hard throughout the year in efforts to stave off
hunger and cold, they are now organized in cooperatives and using their
energy for production, for making the collective sector of the economy more
prosperous and their own life fuller. Each man's lot is no longer dependent
upon his individual luck but tied to that of the collective and entire
nation. Never has the people's life been so secure as it is today.

As compared with 1955 the total value of our industrial output in

196l has increased 8 times, production materials 12 times, and consumer
goods more than 8.5 times. We are now in a position to turn out almost all
commodities essential to the people's daily life, with initial steps taken
in manufacturing machines and equipment for production and transport. State
revenue in 1964 was four-fold that of 1955. Whereas in 1955 our revenue was
only enough to cover about 60% of the outgo of the state budget, it now
covers all of it. Most of the money we borrow is being used for importing
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men if they dare to violate our North.

To be in a position to carry out this glorious mission, we must make
the greatest effort covering all fields and strive to build up our socialist
finances. Lenin has said: "The task of strengthening Soviet finances is one
of the hardest, it now stands in the very front. Should we be unable to
solve this problem, progress of any importance would be impossible in our
effort to safeguard the independence of Soviet Russia against international
capitalism, nor to develop the nation's economy and culture." (1) Lenin
sald this in a context of a nevly won socialist revolution, a capitalist- :
encircled SovietUnion, and the aftermath of years of destructive war. Our -
North today has more factors working in its favor than had the Soviet Union
then, since we are adjacent to the socialist camp and the recipient of the
sister countries’ assistance, and we have gone through a period of economic
reform and development. On the other hand our country is small in ares and
poor in resource, it is split asunder, its northern part going from an
agricultural country to a socialist one bypassing the capitalist development
Stage. Our people are at once performing two strategic tasks -- building the
North into a socialist country and .struggling for the liberation of the South.
The revolution demands a good deal of us, and the task of building up our

finances to meet the growing needs of the Party and State is a tough, complex
one. A

¥*

It is well known that under socialism finance holds an important
role in distributing and redistributing national revenues in such a way that
the individual producer's and all public needs are satisfied. Finance is
also instrumental in keeping a balanced state plan and promoting thrift,
Under soclalism, goods are still produced and circulated. As a Tresult, the
Products put out by society are not only reckoned in kind but also in terms
of money. Keeping accounts in terms of money is the more general method. In
Cooperatives, state enterprises, basic construction work camps, administra-
tive or other agencies all expenses and receipts are calculated and recorded
in kind or in cash. s a general rule all expenses must be well justified
and must show economy in manpower, resources, and money for highest economic
results, The foregoing is in substance the chief financial task of the
Cooperative, factory, work camp, state agency, etc. By means of its budget,
the socialist state allots and buildth various funds with the money it has
concentrated in its hands. This is aimed at satisfying financial demands
in economic and cultural development as well as any other demands. Since
socialist relation of production holds the ruling position in the national

—

(1) Lenin: "Letter to the All-Russian Conference of Financial Cadres,"
complete Russian edition, Political Literature, Moscow, 1955, Vol. 33
page 342.
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ing and finance consist essentially in properly directing all business
activities initiated by basic units and working out a concrete overall plan
based on the situation in individual units. In large units, the task is
more elaorate and more troublesome than in the smaller ones. At any rate,
whether it is larger or smaller, a unit generally needs a financial and
accounting system that contributes to a better unit management chiefly in
the following respects: as accurate calculations as possible must be made ‘
when drawing up the initial plan; all cash transactions of the enter-
prise in question must be controlled; watchful eyes must be kept on the ad-
ministration and utilization of all state assets under the management of the
enterprise; all economic activities of the enterprise must be supervised
through its financial transactions; plans must be kept balanced; thrift must
be fostered. Accounting and finance should reflect fully, accurately, and
promptly every economic activity of the enterprise.

The administration of the state budget has undergone many changes.

From the role of a supplier whose chief purpose was to perform all money

transactions . and to keep the state machine running, state finance
has gradually emerged into its real function of socialist finance, serving
socialist construction and socialist reform, helping to plan our mational
economy, and so forth. The main source of income of our state budget used
to be taxation and most budget outgoes were for administrative and defense
expenses. Now over 90% of the budzet's income comes from the state~-run
sector of our economy while close to 75% of budget outgo goes to economic
construction and cultural development. The current task of the state finance
no longer consists in administering a few income policies and, accordingly,
alloting and supervising outgoes to insure that the State met specific ex-
penses. It now has gradually become closely related to the economic activi-
ties of all fields. The source of income is now production, but this income
goes right back to promote production making it develop more and faster, and
stepping up and expanding goods circulation. Only on the basis of a large
OUtPuyénd an extensive goods circulation will state income be enlarged and
in a position to satlsfy all demands in economic and cultural development,
as well as all other large demands from the State.

Ours being a country poor in resource, witha low technical level
and scant managerial experience, everything in the beginning is expected to
be difficult and costly. We must strive to improve our economic and finan-
cial administration, streamline our methods, promote thrift, reduce waste
to a minimum, and effectively curb corruption -- the vestigial evils of
the old soclety. From their vantage point and by their handling all
incomings and outgoings and their supervising all economic activities of
all fields, the financial cadres are in a position to uncover the good points
as well as the bad points in the economic management of all fields. They
can then discuss them with the responsible cadres and suggest better methods
toward a more effective and more sconomical use of manpower, resurces, and
money. .
d The financial service of Thai-binh province worked in close coopera-
tion with the commercial service and, controlling the latter's incomes and
outgoes, was able to uncover flaws in its dealings in foodstuffs. It there-
upon made suggestions to the Trade Bureau for reorganizing the hog husbandry
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working method is outdated, routinish, bureaucratic, and so forth; and then
he leaves everything exactly as it was. What is it that prevents us from

‘rising up and fulfilling our obligations and our tasks? Such a question must.

be brought up and properly solved. It seems obvious that we can never find
an answer and a solution common to all cases. However, delving more deeply
into the problem and examining a few specific cases, we found that, in some
instances, most cadres do want to do things properly but lack a detailed plan
and are at a loss to know where and how to begin and that, involved in every-
day routine, they are simply swept on passively. In other instances the cadres
falled to see the need for improvement since they believed that their work

was by now well organized and would soon yield good results. . Underlying these
cases are many factors. A factor common to all of them is the fact that
ascendancy does not belong to the few enthusiasts who want to go forward and
to constantly improve and fulfill their Job, but that it rests with those who
want to follow "the beaten path." 1In order therefore to spur our financial
work forward, we must ferret out and destroy this equilibrium which is working
against us. ' '

Financial and economic administration is extremely complicated and it
is new to us. Facts have proved however that we can handle it well. Under
the leadership of the Party and Government the financial department has been
striving to fulfill its mission and to serve the cause of the revolution of
the Party and the State. In this respect considerable progress has been
made. The beginning of 196k, in particular, saw the financial department
initiate an extensive emulation movement for improving financial management
in application of the resolutions of the 8th and 9th conferences of the
Central Executive Committee of the Party and in response to the appeal of
President Ho for M"each man to work as two in gratitude for our kith-and-kin
compatriots of the South."

In this connection we should keep the following points in mind:

One, the importance and role of our financial work under our system
must be pounded home to all. Improving our financial management is an
objective requirement for socialist construction. In order that all acti-
vities of society may be properly managed, that the North be brought swiftly,
vigorously, and surely under socialism the State demands specific accomplish-
ment of the finance department. These demands reflect the task or mission of
the finance department in general and that of individual finance services or
cadres attached to various enterprises, work camps, and state agencies, in
particular. To be well aware of the importance and role of their financial
task is the prime basis for each financial cadre to determine his viewpoint,
the attitude he must assume as he works andserves. This is the yardstick‘®each
man's sense of ownership. The cadres who lead echelors and departments must
be the first to understand the foregoing, they must guide and help all cadres
to do exactly what the Party and State demand of them. Cadres who are in
charge or who perform financial workX must know their responsibility and the
importance of their job, they must heighten their sense of revolutionary
struggle and perform their work properly. Each man must constantly examine
and gauge his and others' work on the purpose of the financial task, and
help others to discharge their duty well and to promptly fulfill all require-
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branches of the economy. Establishing numerical data is the basic task of
the financial department, and it is impossible to strengthen financial work
in? region or an enterprise without properly organizing this 1mportant link.

Five, we must exert a rigid supervision upon the financial cadres,

& giving them permanent political and professional training, deploying them

? and utilizing them rationally for a smoother operation.

i All facets of the financial work are closely interlinked, from the

i central to the regional authorities and in every financial organization and

fo sector. Should a single link of this chain fail in its job, the repercussion

b would be felt at all links throughout the entire department. Moreover,
financial work is all-inclusive, it keeps account of the Party's, the State's

] and the cooperative's money. Failure in this task would mean that we shall

i also fail in many other jobs entrusted us by the Party and State. If we are

i unable to handle a cooperative's financial and accounting work accurately,

iy we shall make it difficult for the cooperative's administrative committee to

i organize its operations, the upshot of it all will be doubt and lack of

enthusiasm on the part of the cooperative members. And if this happens in
an enterprise or a sale store, then proper examination of its books will be
difficult if not impossible. The result will be waste and corruption. Good
management in cooperatives, enterprises, government agencies, etc. demands

¥ that the greatest attention be paid to financial and accounting work. From
the individual units in plants to the regional and central controlling

: agencies we have organizations handling finances. We must have good, right
thinking cadres who are professionally equal to the task at every level and

H department. Should we not attach importance where it is due or should we
i neglect to exert tight supervision over the financial cadres, to comstantly
i inspect and assist them in their tasks, then we would lack an effective tool

g for the management of our economy and our finance. Positioning a cadre at
a particular place must be done so that the job suits his ability and vice-
versa. All cadres must have political, ideological, and professional train-

§ ing on a permanent basis, they must be encouraged to improve themselves in
their own fields and to gain more experience. This in substance is our task
with respect to our organization and our cadres in the field of finance.

Six, we must strive to do a good ieologlcal Job, including campaigns
of policy explanation and propaganda for the benefit of the people, and the
political and ideological education of the cadres.

Like cadres in all other state departments, the financial cadres live
in their own environment, have their own thoughts and "aspirations aside from
devoting themselves to discharging the tasks assigned them by the Party and
State. Faced with the requirement of the revolution and in actual working
conditions, each of them assumes a distinct attitude and showsa different de-
gree of perception, which is natural. The problem here is not to allow their
differences to affect their work, to channel all their efforts into fulfill-
ing their tasks; to help them strengthen their will for revolutionary struggle
on the job; to improve themselves ideologically and morallyf and to be ready
to perform properly all Party and Government assignments. *his constitutes
the political and ideological task in a financial agency or organization; it
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POLITICAL ACHIEVEMENTS WITHIN
THE ARMED FORCES TO BE PERPETUATED

[Following is a translation of an article by Tu Van
in the Vietnamese-language periodical Hoe Ta
(Studies), Hanoi, No 12, December 1964, pp 37:22.]

Marxism-Leninism  holds that people make history.
In leading the revolution, our Parly adopted the same view,
concentrated its attention in manipulating people andalways
considered political and ideological awakening of people
as a prerequisite for revolutionary stands and procedures,
When organizingarmed forces, one of the pillars of the
revolution, our Party instituted political commissars and
political agencies at various levels to carry out the po-
litical task, that is, of leading and manipulating people
to the armed forces, : :

Thanks to the political task, our .armed forces
have been continuously growing and have won many victories
in the hard struggle before the August Revolution, during
the long resistance war and during the years of socialist
construction in the North, Thanks to the political task,
our armed forces have been absolutely loyal to the Party
and people, have had a high spirit of bravery and determi-
nation andhave been always ready to carry out any mission
assigned by the Party " however difficult,

Now that our army-- backbone of the people's armed
forces--is becoming a regular and modernkzed one, it is
more important than ever to perpetuate the splendid achie-
vements in the political task so that the Party's leader-
Ship over the army is strengthened and the revolutionary
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Supported by the just cause of the revolution and
by absolute confidence in the people, our political task
with the armed forces has been proceeding with regularity
and continuity. Ouxr Party's political task has made cadres
and soldiers deepdy feel the hardship of the class, of the
nation, has nurtured their hate against the enemy, deepened
their love for the people, for the Fatherland, heightened

their spirit of international proletarianism, at the same
time made them understand the reason of fighting under the

- flag of the Party, built up their pride and their faith in
the proletarian revolution, The oath to be taken by cadres
and soldiers in their initiation ceremony, has been formu-
lated in terms of patriotism and devotion to the interests
of their class : "To sacrifice everything for Fatherland
Vietnam, to fight for democracy and socialism under the
leadership of the Vietnamese Workers' Party and of the
Government of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam", to
build a peaceful, unified, independent, democratic and
powerful Vietnam,..''Since they have learned about the
interests of the class and the nation, cadres and soldiers
understand that to fight for the revolution of the Party
and the people is the only meaning of their 1life, Thus, the
political task has helped everyone understand the relation-
ship between the interests of the individual and the inter-
ests of the group, of the class and of the nation. In all
situations, cadres and soldiers have a correct attitude
toward life, "They are ready to sacrifice for the Father-
land and for the revolution'", The determination 'to fight
and to win'" and the spirit of "self-sacrifice for the
people' constitute the source of the invincible power of
our armed forces, So many examples of sacrifice have
shone during the resistance war : Cu Chinh Lan threw
grenades to destroy enemy's tanks, Tran Cu plugged the
muzzle of a gun with his body, stopped the enemy's fire
allowing his unit to advance, and capture the enemy's
camp, Be Van Dan supported guns on his shoulders so his
squad fellows could fire at the enemy and countless other
examples of heroism in the historic battle of Dien Bien
Phu, Most recent are the fabulous examples of bravery and
endurance during the battle against American planes inva-~
ding the skies of North Vietnam on 5 August, The source of
this splendid heroism is love for the Fatherland, the
people, socialism and hate for the enmy, love and hate
that the political task has been developing in the heart
of every cadre and every soldier, This love and this hate
have given our armed forces a fighting capability which
surpasses any modern weapon, By using the means of 1living
education such as telling family stories, recalling suf-
ferings of their fathers or their own sufferings, the
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thorough undefstanding of Party policies in each stage
of the revolution is extremely important for people, es-
pecially the armed forces,

Being an instrument used by the Party in waging
class struggle and acquiring proletarian political power,
the armed forces must absolutely follow Party's revolu-
tionary policies and their entire effort must serve the
political aim set by the Party, The armed forces must be
the strongest, the most resolute revolutionary organ and
must always be the vanguard in all revolutionary movements,
To fulfill their mission, the armed forces must understand
and follow the Party's policies including policies regar-
ding military struggle and policies regarding organization
of armed forces., Deviating from the Party's policies the
armed forces would lose political directionk misunderstand
class relations, their actions would be incompatible with
politics and would lose the revolutionary character,

Being aware of this, we have carefully taught the-
armed forces methods and policies of the Party, As a res-
ult, cadres and soldiers have come to a higher level in
ideology and politics, have thoroughly understood their
role in the revolution, therefore have gained correct po-
litical attitude, strengthened the stand of the workers'
class and have had complete confidence in the success- of
the revolution., Since they adhered to Party's methods,
understood Marxist-Leninist viewpoints on war and military
matter and Party's military plans, the armed forces have
been quickly prepared in ideology, have correctly under-
stood the stand of the class. Consequently at every stage
of the revolution they have been absolutely loyal to the
Party. During the long revolutionary struggle, cadres and
soldiers have been always confident in the ultimate vic-
tory of the revolution, They have been excellent in ex-
ecuting Party's policies and directives, have always at-
tempted to improve themselves technically, to fulfill their
function as a tool for the Party, Consequently they not
only fight but also do production work, wage campaigns, .
carry out psychological war among enemy soldiers to break
these ranks, unifying all forces to defeat the enemy.

We Must Make Full Use of the Ideological Weapon
Promote Proletarian Thinking, Combat Unproleta-
rian Viewpoints and always Assure a Revolution-
ary Character for Our Armed Forces.

Thought directs action. Action cannot be correct without
correct thinking, Therefore to fight to the end for the
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zeal, can absorb quickly and thoroughly all revolutionary
knowledge,

The revolutionary ethics of our troops is loyalty
to the country and to the people. It is the communist
doctrine of "self-abnegation for others'", Thanks to this
revolutionary doctrine,cadres and soldiers in their hard
struggle have accepted sufferings, shared sorrows and hap-
piness with each other., This ethic has generated so many
stories : one shared a potato or a manioc with his fellows,
another gave up a medicine pill, a pece of blanket for ‘
a fellow who needs it more., In danger they sacrificed them-
selves to save their fellows or their leaders, Perfect
unity and revolutionary heroism flourished inevery unit,
With this beautiful revolutionary doctrine, cadres and
soldiers respect older people, love youngsters, behave
themselves correctly with women, observe all military re-
gulations when working with the people. Due to their pro-
found love for the people, our troops do their best to
help and protect the people and are always ready to give
up their lifes f?ﬁiﬁﬁ%n§e°ple in danger, Due to their trai-
ning in proletarian, to“their beautiful revolutionary sen-
timent and to their communist ethics, our troops always

keep the character of the revolution intact, fulfill the
requirements for the build-up of the people and the armed
forces,that is unity among the troops themselves, unity
between the troops and the people, unity between cadres
and soldiers, unity among various ranks, love and cooper-
ation among cadres and soldiers, unity among the units,
unity between the regular army, the local armed forces and
the militia, perfect coordination of the forces in action.
It is because of these beautiful ideas, feelings and ethics
that our troops have won the love and the cooperation of
the people, The people have expressed their profound love
for the troops in the words that they use to address them :
"fellows of the Ol1d Ho's army'",

We Must Assure That The Troops Assimilate

The Military Thinking Of The Party, Master All
Military Doctrines And Byild Up Their Fighting
Capability. '

While working at the fundamental task which is the
political training for our troops, the Party never neglects
their technical training. The Party always sees to it that
our troops assimilate the Marxist~Leninist thinking in mi-
litary matters so that they can apply this thinking to
the specific situation of our country and build up a modern
and scientific military art, Since this military art is an
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Due- to the unity between the Party and the people, the
political task is carried out by everyone; cadres and sol-
diers urge, educate and help each others. Emphasis on the
beople has widened many beneficial areas in the political
task and made the political task proceed regularly, Since
the political task exists everywhere and at every moment,
deserving individuaks and deserving acts are always cited
and praised, violations and mistakes are always denounced
and corrected, Consequently the military life is always
wholesome and smooth. Adhering to the Party's thinking and
to the 'people' method, the political task has tightened
the bond between the Party and the People, changed the
ideas, intention of the Party into ideas and intentions

of the majority of cadres and soldiers, This is why the
political task is always realistic, Not only it foresees
future problems but it devises specific methods for sol-
ving these problems., This is according to the principle

of thinking ahead in the political task,

Adhering to the Party's thinking and to the "people"
method, the political task has trained our cadres and sol~
diers to the long-range revolutionary mission and to urgent
problems that need immediate solutions and has given them
the qualities that the revolution requires. Using the
""people" method, the political task lets the people educate
themselves, lets them find out solutions to their problems,
Thus the political task has a high sense of reality, always
satisfies construction duties and war duties, thereby en-
riching the life of our troops. By using the '"people’ me-
thod, the political task has intensified cadres and sol-
diers' sense of responsibility to the armed forces, to the
revolution, has fully developed their initiative, broadened .
the collective mind, These results in turn have increased
the efficiency of the political task and have given it a
dynamic character,

Our troops' experience in combat and in construction
work has shown that the growth and the power of our armed
forces cannot be separated from the political task, The
political task is the lifeline of our troops, Therefore
while our armed forces are being modernized, we must en-
large the role of the political task and make full use of



the experiences and the achievements of the political -task,
Furthermore we must carefully learn the experiences of the
political task of the Liberation troops in the South and
“the troops of friendly countries, thereby assuring more res-
ults and more victories for the construction work and mil-
itary effort of our armed forces.

10, 370
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SHIFTING SMALL MERCHANTS
INTO PRODUCTION WORK

[Following is a translation of an article by Tran Neuyen
in the Vietnamese-language periodical Hoc Tap (Studies),
Hanoi, No 12, December 1964, pp 43-49.7

Prompted by the trans&tion to socialist regime, by
the continuous growth of national business and of trading
cooperatives, by the reform of private business enterprises
according to socialist principles, we have started the soc-
ialist reform of small businesses. Before the end of 1960
90,000 small merchants have been placed in cooperative
cells at various levels. A small number of small merchants
have been taken in as laborers by public and private en-
terprises. Approximately 30,000 have been shifted to pro-
duction work; 30,000 have become agents of state stores,
During 3 years from 1961 to 1963 more than 40,000 small
merchants have changed to production work or to half-pro-
duction half-business occupation, This change has contri-
buted to the socialist awakening of small merchants and -
has made their living more stable. The idea of serving
the people and of conforming to Party's and Government's
policies regarding business and market organization has
produced more results than when these merchants were doing
private business., The production front has more manpower,

Nevertheless the socialist reform of small merchants

and the current situation in business present many complex
problems that require careful investigations.,
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business management, materials management in Government
economic and business installations, especially in handi-
craft centers constitute a fertile ground on which free
market and small businesses flourish. What is more, we have
for a certain length of time discontinued socialist reform
of small merchants and neglected reform and management of
the market. Consequently the number of small merchants
multiplied, hindering the reform, construction and devel-
opment of the national economy, :

At present, the distribution of labor force has
many weak points. In highland and midland areas, where land
and’ resources are abundant, there is a shortage of labor
force for development although some manpower is idle. At
the same time population is greatly concentrated in flat-
lands, in agricultural areas and cities. Large surplus of
manpower in metropolitan and rural areas should be used
in the economic development of highlands, of coastal areas,
Instead, a large number turn to small businesses., This ir-
rational distribution in turn has produced another diffi-
culty : demand for consumers' goods continue to grow while

. production of merchandise lags behind demand and behihd

socialist industrialization,

To reduce the imbalance between production and con-
sumption or between demand and offer, first, we must boost
volume of production, second, we must plan distribution of
merchandises and put centralized control in'the hands of
the Government, Unfortunately numeérous small merchants
continuously search for Govermment channels of merchan-
dise , Their buying and selling make market and prices
unstable, Due to large number of these middlemen, merchan-
dise is excessively scattered, shortage is more keenly
felt, relation between supply and demand is strained, aften
artificially. Difficulties in distribution, consumption
and in price control are certainly due to many causes,
One of the most important and most direct causes however
lies in widespread free market and numerous small merchants,

Spontaneous activities of small merchants in cities
and countryside have ‘stimulated spontaneous circulation
in agricultural production cooperatives, handicrafts and
illegal actions in Government factories and economic ore
ganizations, Wherever small merchants and free market
exist difficulties set in against expanding production,
strengthening agricultural cooperatives and handicrafts,
stocking merchandise, controlling Government channels
of merchandise , stabilizing prices and slow down - - taising
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instead petty items are produced for immediate income
without prospect of building permanent trades. Consequently,
the reform encounters numerous difficulties. Cadres tend to
protract the commerce-production combined situation while
conditions are favorable for a complete change to produc-
tion. They also attempted to boost merchants' income at

the expense of those who do production work, These mistakes
originate from an incorrect understanding of production,

of the basic approach to production task, from insufficient
confidence in the capability of small merchants and in the
feasibility of their reform, from lack of determination

and lack of a complete and detailed plan,

To shift small merchants to agricultural production
is not a simple problem especially in areas in which land
is insufficient for the population but neither is this
impossible. For areas where small merchants are many and
landis scarce, the solution is to move them to highlands
or midlands where they will participate in the economic
development or to newly developed areas, It is frequently
possible to keep these merchants in their areas even if
land is scarce, We must in these cases assign them to
agricultural trades that are important and have a promising
future according to the situation of local agriculture,

For example, Hanoi is suffering a land shortage and has
more small merchants than any other areas. Nevertheless
Hanoi has transferred a great many merchants to production
work., The district Dong Da has a program for relocation of
small merchants in highlands for economic development; it
also provides small merchants with JObS that suit ex1st1ng
conditions of local agriculture. Thus in a short time, 200
small merchants were transferred to highlands and 1,077
more found jobs in vegetables growing, animal husbandry

in suburbs or in handicrafts and other economically impor-
tant trades. Another example : During the 5 years from 1959
to 1963 we transferred only a little over 70,000 small
merchants to production, of which a very small number went
into agricultural production, By contrast, from beginning
of 1963 to April 1964 we transferred 34,000 small merchants
to production ofwhich 20,000 to agr1cu1tura1 production,
This shows that with steadfast effort in the reform and
with correct method, it is possible to transfer small mer-
chants to agricultual production.

It has been said that the basic approach to reform

of small merchants is to transfer them to production,

preferrably to agricultural production, Thi's means that a’
small portion of merchants may occupy themselves in hand-
icrafts and other types of trades. If however, too many are
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“ were transferred to production, there were as many as 75,000
who started their business. Among these new merchants, 30.7
percent had been previously reformed(including those trans-
ferred to production and to cooperatives). At present, in-
dividual and independent retailers represent 62.8 percent
of small merchants. This situation was due to the fact that
for some time we had neglected socialist reform for them,
At the end of 1960, cooperativization of small merchants
still lacked so¢ialist character although most of these.
merchants had been reorganized. Small merchants did not
receive .adequate political education and
the struggle between the two systems was not efficiently

. carried on in cooperative organizations of small merchants,
Although reorganized and incorporated into trading coop- -
eratives, they still retained the tendency to spontaneous
and capitalistic manner of doing business because they were
making a living by themselves and had been under the influ-
‘ence of capitalist business, This tendency was manifested
in free market, in evasion from Government's control, dir-
ection and management, Their business activities were usu-
ally concentrated in merchandise that was not expensively
handled by state stores and trading cooperatives such as
foodstuffs; or in merchandise that peasants still had
after sale to Government such as food supplies and other
important agricultural products, or in industrial mexchan-
dise , raw materials, technical materials that leaked out
of Government  economic organizations due to negligence

in management anddistribution. These spontaneous, unorga-
nized activities occurred both in cities and rural areas,
Free market merchants not only bought and sold what was sold
by state stores but also secretely obtained merchandise

and raw materials from handicraft and agricultural centers
and even from some Government economic organizations, There
were merchants who speculated, smuggled, Many among these
were bad elements, trying to avoid socialist reform and
honest ways of making a living. Speculators and smugglers
bribed and corrupted some staff and cadres in Government's
economic oxganizations,

The same struggle has taken a different form when
small merchants are urged to shift to production work,
Some of them were most willing, many however were opposed
to the idea and found all kinds of pretexts for not shif-
ting., They hated to give their "one capital, four profits' way
of making a living. They were afraid of difficulties and
hard life in production work. Behind this fear however was
a comparison between commerce and production work in which
production work was misevaluated, They despised laboxr, con-
sidered production work as degrading or as a transient way
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has shown that if these tasks are well done, market and
prices will be stabilized, free market limited and small
merchants will not profit from buying nor selling. Then
they can see that shifting to production work is the only
solution, If economic progress is insufficient to assure
satisfactory circulation of merchandise , if distribution
of merchandise is not correctly organized..., the situa-
tion will move in the wrong direction and naturally small
merchants will lose interest in production work, Therefore
we must have a Marxist-Leninist understanding of all aspects
- of the problem, education, ideological struggle, develop-
ment of economic capabilities of the Government, market
management.., We must consider these as indispensable me-
thods that a proletarian Government must use in its effort
to reform small merchants and to win victory in socialist
revolution of the North,

The Party's Viewpoints And 'People'" Method
In Transfer Of Small Merchants To Produc-
tion Work,

The Party regards small merchants as allies of the
proletarian class in the previous national democratic rev-
olution and in the current socialist revolution, Hence we
have the duty of educating and persuading small merchants
in socialist ideology, helping them and creating conditions
favorable to their changing to production work, giving them
a new living standard secure, permanent and improved, If
in the process of urging them to change to production we
must take a strong stand against their negative thinking,
apply economic and administrative means, this should be
in the interest of the socialist cause which comprises
their own interests and should absolutely not originate
from hate or intention to attack them. We must organize
their economy and help them overcome difficulties in their
changing to production., This is a class viewpoint and also
a ''people' viewpoint of our Party. The task of reforming
small merchants and urging them to change to production will
not fulfill political and economic requirements unless our
cadres are thoroughly familiar with this '"people" view-
point and method., Good results are obtained wherever cadres
are well trained in this respect. For example in the town
of Vinh Yen(Vinh Phuc), its commission and other local
agencies give good guidance and assistance in this task,
Consequently, commercial organizations of the town have good
connections with agricultural cooperatives, The latter
~provide land, advise small merchants who want to build
granaries, drying yards, dig fish pools, cultivating
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they can,

Besides Vinh Yen, other towns such as Ha Bac, Hai

Duong, district of Dong Da(Hanoi) have seen the same results.
In many areas however the transfer of small merchants to
production work is less successful, Some cadres believe
that this process is only convenient for market and price
control, They have not understood the goal, the economic
and political meaning of this task.. Hence in their work
with small merchants, they tend to use a compulsive and
authoritative approach, They try to transfer as many mer-
chants as possible to production work without consider-
ing how the merchants will manage in production and what
difficulties they will encounter, The result is that pro-
duction work is too difficult for small merchants and those
who have not been transferred, lose confidence in produc-
tion work, This is not consistent with the nature of soc-
ialism, with the '‘people'" viewpoint and Party's approach,
We know that socialist construction in the North consists
of developing elements of state economy, of building the
State centralized and unified business, of organizing a
unified socialist market, Socialist construction is not
to reduce small merchants and retailers to poverty as is
the case with the capitalist regime, It involves changing
small merchants into production workers, In socialist coun~
tries which have been previously under capitalist regime,
this change is not a burden and hardly constitutes a pro-
blem because small merchants have been cruelly treated by
big capitalist industries, In a country such as ours,
however, with so many small merchants and retailers, soc-
ialist reform for them is a complex problem, Hence we can
fulfill this task only by adhering to Party policies and
by using the '"people' approach,

%*
%* %*

To organize small merchants into trading coopera-
tives or trading and production cooperatives is only an
intermediate step in their socialist reform, This reform
is achieved only when the majority of small merchants are
transferred to production, especially to agricultural pro-
duction, the few that remain being assigned to circulation,
distribution of merchandise according to the Government
plan, to other types of work, when state stores and tra-
ding cooperatives are capable of handling circulation
and distribution of merchandise ., A correct understanding
of the goal and meaning of the task, of the Party's view-
points on production, on class relations is a basic re-
quirement for success, Without this understnading we cannot
avoid mistakes in our judgement and in our work and we shall

fail in our task,
10,370 - 60 -
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CORRUPTION IN LE THIEN VILLAGE HAMPERS PARTY ORGANIZATION

[Following is a translation of an article by Nguyen Van
Kim in the Vietnamese-language periodical Hoc Ta
(Studies), Hanoi, No 12, December 1964, pp 63:36?]2

The agricultural cooperative Phu Cuong, hamlet Kim
Son, village Le Thien(Hai Phong) started an improvement
program in management and techniques. But it stopped at
stage 1., Some leading cadres in the village thought that
cadres sent in by upper ranks listened to '"bad elements"
instead of to all concerned., A violent conflict broke out,
The "huyen" Committee decided to replace cadres who had
been sent in. However the improvement program still could
not proceed. What caused this situation ? An inspection
of Le Thien provided an answer and at the same time gave
useful lessons on how to build up the Party,

Village Le Thien of "huyen" An Duong is in the
suburbs of Hai Phong and is adjacent to highway No,5, It
has 5 hamlets, a population of 3,816, The average land per
individual is 3 "sao" and 13 '"thuoc', Agricultural coop-
erativization started in 1958, Until now cooperatives have
captured 97,7 percent of peasant households., Until 1960,
the village achieved considerable progress due to efficient
leadership of the (Party)cell and to efforts of people,
Agricultural production was good., People's living was on
the upturn, Hence this village was considered one of the
best in the "huyen" and received many awards., In 1960,
however, things went wrong, leadership machineries of the
village cooperative changed, Chuan, a bad Party member
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two comrades of the cell committee for not taking side
with him., Hence tension grew. The main cause of trouble
was that Chuan wanted to have a firm grip on village
organizations as instruments in service of his own inter-
ests. This was apparent from all serious dishonesties in
cooperative Phu Cuong. This cooperative was established

in 1958, Until 1961, it was under the direction of comrade
Tru with two non-members as accountant and treasurer,

The cooperative had a good reputation among the people., After
Chuan became secretary and appointed some bad elements to
the administrative committee of the cooperative, people
became suspicious and sent many accusatory letters. Their
suspicion and accusations were well founded. Of the 6
persons in Chuan's family, only one was worker, Yet he
could buy Peugeot, bicycle, watch, Japanese +tape recorder,
spent money freely, had frequent drinking parties. Tieu,
the assistant secretary of the(Party)cell, could afford
thousands of piasters to buy bicycle, to construct a house
with a yard although only ©one member of his family of 4 was
worker, The families of the director, accountant, treasurer
were classified as needy every year. A search later rev=-
ealed that each family had about 6 piculs of rice in res-
erve, They had bought tables and cabinets and were prepar-
ing to build houses and yards, Where did the money and
rice come from ? Led by Chuan they had used many tricks

to rob tens of tons of rice and 6 or 7 thousand piasters
from the cooperative., Besides, they had concealed tens of
tons of rice and had not had the chance for dividing it
among themselves, Further, tens of tons of rice could not
be accounted for and tens of thousands of piasters had
been spent for unjustified or unrecorded purposes, The
money and rice taken by this corrupt gang represented one-
third of the cooperative's capital. People expressed their
opinion in saying : "Be in the administrative committee
and get rich quickly; be cooperative member and become
beggar', or 'cooperative members wear rags fo r cadres to
build houses and gardens',

To deceive upper ranks, Chuan proposed to "huyen"
authorities that cooperative Phu Cuong would start the
first step of the program in management improvement, Before
cadres were sent in to conduct the improvement program,
Chuan and his followers got together and corrected the
papers, legalized records. They took turn to keep close
watch over cadres who conducted the program and those who
inspected the work and tried to make the task difficuit
for them, They also intimidated people, saying : "Those
who tell stories, will be blindfolded and we shall cram
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command, In fact after he became cell secretary, he admitted
bad individuals into the Party and put them in key positioms
in the cooperative, he and his followers could do anything
they wanted, they deceived superiors and inferiors, they
abused their power, took bribes, extorted people openly.
Although they did not belong to the exploiting class, these
individuals were political failures, their minds were deeply
imbued with the thinking of exploiting class, hence their
actions were characteristic of the '"new village bullies'",
If they were not expelled from the Party, how could class
character, the vanguard role of the Party, be preserved,
how could Party's sturdiness be increased ? Furthermore,
political and ideological education for Party members in
this village was neglected. The Party cell of Le Thien
became destitute of integrity for class struggle on the
ideological front was not understood, Party members were
not regularly awakened and trained in revolutionary ethics,
integrity, thriftiness, dedication to public interests.
For a long while, non-proletarian ideas dominated and did
great damage, Under these conditions, the Party cell could
not function as a leadership organs of socialist revolu-
tion of peasantry. We can now understand that in building
the Party it is essential to adhere to Party class
policies. Above all, great care must be taken when admit-
ting new members into the Party. When organizing cadres
and assigning them to various posts, we must thoroughly
know their standards, background and past records, This
matter is of utmost importance and is basic in organiza-
tion of Party committees. If we overlook this principle,if
we pay attention only to the current conduct of the candi-
date or the promotee, we shall certainly make mistakes in
the admission of new Party members or in the promotion of
cadres. To enhance the class character and vanguard func-
tion of the Party and Party cells and to strengthen unity
of the Party, it is also impoxrtant to maintain the politi-
cal life in the Party, promote criticism and self-criti-
cism, combat erroneous ideas and wrongdoings and emphasize
the discipline of the Party.

In our revolutionsry tasks, the Party has asked us
to follow the '"people'" approach, to heed the ideas and
aspirations of the people, to leamn  on the people in super-
vizing cadres, in inspecting the execution of the Party's
policies, Chuan and his followers ignored the Party's
policies, tyrannize the people, got xrich from the sweat
and tears of the people. Yet some members of the "huyen"
commission, even after receiving more than 50 accusations
against Chuan's and his gang's wrongdoings believed that
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This is the only way the Party's basic units can be act=-
ually strengthened, the Party members can be thoroughly
educated in organization, discipline and their sense of
responsibility for execution of the policies of the Party
and the Government can be intensified,

The success of the inspection of the cell of Le
Thien was due to the fact that the municipal committee of
Hai Phong was attentive to the inspection task and used
the inspection task as a mezns to produce results in the
Party's central tasks. From the experience at Le Thien,
we have learned useful lessons in building the Party, in
particular in strengthening its organization,

10, 370
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EXPERIENCE IN LEADERSHIP
FOR AGRICULTURAL COOPERATIVES
IN VIET HUNG

[Following is 2 translation of an article by Nguyen Thanh
Luong in the Vietnamese-language periodical Hoc Ta
(Studies), Hanoi, No 12, December 1964, pp 66-89.

Viet Hung is a mountain village of "huyen' Hoanh
Bo(Quang Ninh). Due to sparse papulation, average cultiva-
ble area per capita is not too low(3 '"sao', 7 '"thuoc™),
However, soil is poor due to natural contents, to idle
periods during resistance war and to erosion, Cultivating
techniques in the past were very crude. Only one yearly
crop was grown. Weeding, fertilizing, irrigating were
neglected. People were usually short of food and from 5
to 8 months each year they had to buy rice from the Gov-
ernment, _ :

The cell of Viet Hung was established early in
1948 and operated well inside the enemy's territory since
the village is near the highway 18, a very important com-
munication artery for the enemy, Cadres and Party members
had experienced much challenge, had been tempered by war,
Since 1959 the village has established 9 cooperatives
which included 91.4 percent of households, Under the lead~
ership of the cell of Viet Hung, the cooperatives accepted
hardship in building a collective living. They have overcome
natural adversities and unfavorable conditions by using
correct approaches, '"Rice and vegetables had to be planted
at the same time, Vegetables required care and.rice pro-
duction could not be neglected",
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concerning ideology, must be overcome. We have found that
our peasants are fundamentally patriotic, have high en-
durance and are dedicated to bublic interests, Furthermore
interests of Socialist revolution match the basic interests
of people. Therefore if beasants are awakened and informed,

In cultivation angd consumption of vegetables, in
improvement of cultivating techniques, Viet Hung cel1
eéncountered some difficulty due to an attitude of depen-
dence and lack of determination which were rather wide-
Spread among Party members and pbeople, The idea of growing
3-month potatoes was discussed during meetings at the
cell headquarters and at the COOperatives, People raised
many arguments against it. The truth was that they worried
about eating vegetables, Since they did not understand

requirements of socialist industrialization and relation-

truction and improvement of the beople's living, the rela-
tionship between interests of the State and interests of
individuals and their families, many cooperative members
were not willing to accept a hard 1life to contribute to
Socialism, did not have self-reliance, still wanted to
rely on Government rice, still liked to work in forests

The same situation also exists inside the Party
cell, However after a few heated debates at the Party com-

and Party members led people's mind to the past, compared
their bovery under the old regime with their present life,
uncovered the bright future for them ,, explained about
the goal of long struggle and the tortuous and difficult

helped them to understand the nature of our regime, the
difficult role of our Party in socialist construction, the
Connection between interests of the State, interests of
the Cooperatives and those of members, responsibility of
€ach citizen under socialist regime.,. The purpose of al1
this was to aroyse patriotism, love for socialist regime,
Spirit of self-reliance, will to éndure hardship, to over-
Come difficulties, Courage to fight poverty and backward
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In organizing the work, the cdll of Viet Hung chose
the cooperative Van Yen as a directing station. After the
task of direction had been done properly and had satis-
factory result, the experience was used in directing other
cooperatives, While a number of Party cells in the 'huyen"
were negligent in their leadership letting people soften
down in agricultural production and drift back to access-
ory trades, the cell of Viet Hung concentrated in labor
management, urged people to manufacture fertilizers and
to utilize all sources of fertilizers, strived for good
yields in vegetables, and using good results stimulated
the enthusiasts and convinced those who hesitated. The
first crop of 3-month potatoes of the cooperative Van Yen
(later merged with the cooperative Dong Dang to form the
cooperative Viet Tien) brought 1,200 kilograms of potatoes
to each of the 25 households. This result had a great im-
pact on the thinking of every cooperative member in the
village and completely conquered the worries about vege-
table growing., Concerning irrigation, the cell of Viet
Hung urged cooperatives to invest tens of thousands of
work days in construction dikes for retaining water and
always maintain aggressiveness and tenacity of people.
With growing crops of potatoes, the cell induced people
to save rice by introducing potatoes into their food,
to find ways of processing and preserving potatoes and
other vegetables,

To fulfill its function of leadership in work or-
ganization, the cell must properly distribute its forces,
Almost all Party members held key positions in the village
and cooperatives, Assignment of each comrade was based on
his capability and specific situation. The cell also con-
sidered democratic discussions in administrative commit-
tees and production teams as dn important means for elu-
cidating the mind, promoting the awakening and intensi-
fying sense of responsibility of everyone. With regard to
production plans, technical methods, fulfillment of the food
obligation..., the cell and administrative committees of
cooperatives always tried to obtain consensus of members,
The cell did not neglect training people to be responsi-
ble individuals, to become Party members, training Party
members to assume the affairs of cooperatives. This effort
contributed significantly to the strength of the Party and
to the capability of cadre forces.

3~ Correct stand, determination, consistency bet-

ween word and action : These are basic requirements for
gaining approval and confidence of people,
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The cell of Viet Hung‘took a correct stand : to
consider vegetable growing and consumption as an important
issue in leadership of cooperatives,

The cell of Viet Hung was also stubborn in congquer-
ing the thinking of people and used examples of Party mem-
bers always to influence people, The committeemen and Par-
ty members always led people and drew a large crowd to
them according the slogan : "Party members march in front,
people come in the rear', Party members toiled night and
day to protect the dikes from rain storms, volunteered to
cut food ration, to sell rice and vegetables to the Govern-
ment in excess of their obligation,.. The committeemen and
most Party members worked hard and led a simple 1life, Their
integrity and endurance were well known among people, They
were proud of communist ethics and philosophy of life,

The good examples of cadres always have a big effect, In
this case, the secretary of the cell with several big res-
ponsibilities("huyen'" committeemen, cell secretary, coop-
erative director, political cadre for village unit) and a
big family, always maintained his zeal and revolutionary
spirit in every task. He spent much time in cooperatives
or among the teams discussing particular problems with
people, always gave the aifairs of cooperatives priority
over private affairs, When the Party reached a conclusion,
he carried it out with determination., Where there were
difficulties, he came in person to direct the work, In
financial crises he exhorted his family to accept sacrifice.
His virtues and conduct had great influence upon Party
members and people,

Correct stand, strong determination, dhical standards,
consistency between word and action, simple living, honesty
of comrades of the cell won people's confidence in the
leadership of the cell,

*

The ideological task and the organization task of
the cell of Viet Hung were not one hundred percent perfect.
Its leadership in animal raising, industrial plants, tech-
nical improvement was still weak. However the work des-
cribed above was a useful experience in leadership of agri-
cultural cooperatives, .
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A BLOW AGAINST AMERICAN IMPERIALISTS

Zfollowing is a translation of an article in the Vietnamese-
language publication Hoc Tap (Studies) Hanoi, December 1964,
pages 77—727 -

The United International Conference with the Vietnamese
People Against American Imperialists and for the Preservation of .
Peace met at Hanoi from 25 - 29 November 1964. This conference
stated that the international responsibilities of the people of the
world are to urgently struggle against imperialism, old and new
colonialism, especially against the American imperialists, to preserve
and strengthen national independence and to maintain world peace
and the security of all the nationalities. _

The conference met at the time the patriotic movement of our
Southern compatriots is rising strongly and continuously with many
clear-cut successes and at a time when the North is emphasizing
production with the spirit of "every one doing the work of two" in
order to build up socialism and to strengthen our institutions for
the struggle to attain the unification of our country. The con-
ference is a manifestation of the harmony and support of the people
from socialist countries, of the people from nationalist countries,
of oppressed nationalities and of people who love peace, freedom and
Justice in the entire world with the righteous struggle of the
Vietnamese people against the American imperialists. The conference
was not only a great stimulant to our people'!s cause and success,
but is a strong encouragement to the oppressed people of the world
who are struggling for independence and freedom and also is a coa--
tribution to the preservation of world peace.

A defendant of the imperialist American aggressors and war-
mongers was on the platform of the conference. The conference sternly
criticized the aggressive and warmongering policies of the American
imperialists of increasing the "special war" in South Vietnam,
plotting to spread the war to encompass all of Indo-China, to oppress
the security of all the Southeast Asian peoples and to threaten

world peace. The conference also sternly criticiaed the American
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The patriotic and righteous struggle of the people in the
South is developing strongly. The continuous and resounding victories
that the Southerners have won speak for the fact that in this day
and age a nationality, even though small, but having proper concepts,
having a spirit of determination to win, having the strength to
unite all the people and fighting for the comradeship and support
of the people of the world, it is certain that they will defeat. the
gang of imperialists, even though America is the ringleader. Sooner
or later a viewpoint such as the one of our goverrment respecting
the 1954 Geneva agreement on Indo-China and the determination not
to excuse any aggressive action of the American imperialists and their
lackeys in regard to the Democratic Republic of Vietnam. That clear
and determined attitude of our government has been supported by
peace loving people of the world. And primarily because we are
concerned with national peace and independence our people are therefore
determined to give our whole~hearted support to each struggle of the
oppressed people of the world who want to liberate themselves, estab-
lish independence, freedom and peace.

On the occasion of this conference, the people of ocur whole
country expressed gratitude for the precious support of the peace
loving people of the world. Our peaple were grateful to the people
of the world for previously supporting us during our resistance
against the French colonialists and now for their support of the
people of the Snuth against the American imperialists and their
lackeys, in order to liberate the South and advance towards a peace-
fully united Fatherland, as well as their past-and present support
of the people of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam against the
aggressive and bellicose American imperialists and for protecting
the build up of socialism in the North. The people of Vietnam
strongly believe that if the previous support movements of the
people of the world contributed in bringing the resistance of our
people to the historic Dien Bien Phu victory and the re-establishment
of peace in Indo-China, today, the support movement of the people
of the world, including that of the American people, will also have
a great stlmulatlng effect and would help to bring the war agalnst
the American imperialists of our people to a total victory.

The revolution of our people is an element which cannot be
separated from the revolution of the people of the world. ZEvery
success of the people of Vietnam is a strong stimulation for the
Asian, African and Latin American people struggling to gain national
independence. Conversely, the struggle against imperialism by the
Asian, African, Latin American people and by the revolutionary people
of the entire world is also a strong support for the struggle of
the Vietnamese people. More than ten years ago, the Southern com-
patriots held fast in their patriotic struggle against the aggressive
and bellicose policies of the American imperialists and their lackeys
in order to have their sacred rights of national independence and to
have a peacefull, united fatherland, but also at the same time they
wanted to push back and weaken American imperialism, thus contributing
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to the maintenance of peace in Indo-China, Southeast Asia and the
world. Therefore, the people of the world whole-heartedly supported
our people's heroic and righteous struggle.

The American imperialists have also confessed that their
war of aggression in South Vietnam is an experimental war in order
that they might conduct other similar wars against other nationalities
struggling for independence and freedom. Primarily because the struggle
of our people has an international significance, the peace and justice
- loving people of the world have given, are giving and will give their
support to the righteous struggle of our people.

The conference met this time to express and increase the high
level of international love of the people of the united world, to
support the Vietnamese people against the imperialist Americans,
to preserve peace, and to stop and defeat their bellicose and
aggressive plots. "The conference has decided to celebrate 20 Dec-
ember, the anniversary of the foundation of the National Front. for
the Liberation of South Vietnam, as the yearly day of international
unity of the people of the world for the people of South Vietnam
until the South Vietnamese people win the final victory" (Decision
on Vietnam of the United International Conference with the Vietnamese
People Against American Imperialists and for the Preservation of Peace).
This conference is a strong blow to the aggressive and bellicose
American imperialists, The success of the conference is an important
contribution to the strengthening and consolidating of the unity of
the people of the world in their common struggle against imperialism
headed by the American -imperialists because of peace, national
independence, democracy and the advancement of society.
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