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the pace of mechanization and electrification of the rural areas, A total
of 40 percent of the people!s communes throughout the country possess
mechanized and semi-mechanized communication and transport means. In 1963,
the volume of electricity supplied to the rural areas increased by 1.3

percent compared with 1962 and 19-fold compared with 1957, Electric
power has been used for many rural chores, such as watering rice fields,

draining, mechanizing agriculture, operating small generators, and lighting
lamps. During the past few years, thanks to the existence of water pumps
operated by either electricity or diesel engines in vast cultivated areas,
the peasants have reaped abundant crops and advanced toward stabilizing

production.

Following self determination trends, various industrial branches
have also developed strongly. If, before its liberation, China was a
consumption market, especially in heavy industry goods, today, it has been
able to supply for itself 85 percent of the necessary machinery and equip-
ment, China has produced perfected equipment for hundreds of factories
and enterprises belonging to some twenty different industrial branches,
including such important projects as modern coal mines whose yearly produc-
tion reaches 1 million tons; iron-steel factories whose yearly production
reaches 1,5 million tons; 650,000-kilowatt power plants; mechanical
engineering factories; chemical factories; and so forth. China has built
many new industrial branches, such as for the manufacturing of tractors
and automobiles, building ships, and producing planes, heavy machinery,
precision instruments, synthetic raw materials, and so forth.

During the first half of this year, thanks to new agricultural
successes, the industrial branches used agricultural products to produce
raw materials., The production of these raw materials has increased by 25
percent the production of milk powder and butter, and condensed milk has

increased by more than 70 percent. The production of tobacco, canned
meat, soap, lesather, and paper has also increased considerably. The demand

in food throughout the country is guaranteed. Meat, vegetables, and other
foodstuffs are abundant.

The Fourth Session of the Second Chinese National People's Congress
held in December 1963 asserted: "The forces for building socialism in
China in an independent and self-sufficient manner have grown stronger
than ever before." This illustrates China's very great capabilities in
overcoming difficulties caused by serious natural calamities,

The victory of the Chinese people is the success of Marxism-Leninism,

the success of the CCP in carrying out leadership, the success of the
Mao Tse-tung's ideology, the success of China in applying in a creative

mnner the basic rules of socialist revolution and construction to the
Chinese situation.

During the first years following the victory of the rewolution

g
throughout the country, although the Chinese people had to settle the
tasks left by the democratic revolution, namely, the land reform tasks
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The party rejected the erroneous
rightist views desiring to maintain the capitalist regime for a long

national bourgeoisie into laborers.

period of time., It also rejected the erroneous "leftist" views branding
as "exaggerated reconciliation" the policy of reforming the bourgeoisie
gradually, of buying back production meterials, and of allowing the
reformed bourgeoisie to enjoy the eetion right and their representatives

to assume definite political positions.
The CCP's policy of peaceful reform of capitalist industry and

trade is a Marxist-Leninist policy suitable not only for the Chinese

situation but for the situations in all other people's democratic countries
having conditions similar to China's. This is an outstanding invention of
the CCP which enriches further the treasure of experiences of the world

proletarian revolution.

This policy was instrumental in reducing the opposition of the
national bourgeoisie to socialist reforms. It used capitalism to a definite
degree to serve socialism, and pefited socialist construction, Its
result was the complete elimination of the capitalist system of private
ownership of production means, This truth rejected the reactionary and
false accusation by modern revisionism that the CCP carried out such
policies as "class reconciliation," "sharing by the proletariat of leader-

ship with the bourgeoisie," and so forth,

The CCP's gradual transition policy does not mean the prolongation
of socialist reforms. In fact, these reforms were achieved very swiftly.
By the end of 1955, China had completed high level agricultural cooperativi-
zation. In 1956, it completed the transformation of all capitalist
industrial and commercial enterprises into joint state-private enterprises
and achieved handicraft cooperativization, All this shows that in only
seven years, China basically achieved socialist reforms in a favorable
manner, or the problem of "who wins over whom" was basically settled.

However, the CCP has asserted very correctly that the problem of
"who wins over whom" has not been completely settled. The class struggle
between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie in the political and ideological
spheres is still protracted and complex and may sometimes become intense,
In fact, the political influence of the bourgeoisie and the strength of
habits of the bourgeoisie and petty bourgeoisie will exist for a long
period of time., The proletariat reformed society according to its con-
ception of universe; but the overthrown bourgeoisie has not renounced its
plot to recover its rights of exploitation and of the dominating position,
In particular, the rightist bourgeoisie have always awaited the opportunity

to counterattack socialism and restore capitalism,

To bring the socialist revolution to a successful end, the CCP has
regarded very highly the socialist revolution on the political and ideologi-
cal front, In 1957, the CCP launched a movement for the improvement of
attitudes and manners in the entire party and among all the people. On
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On the basis of this spirit, the CCP set forth such slogans as
"agriculture is basic and plays a leading role" and "parallel development!
or "walking on two feet." To avoid deviations in practical tasks, the
CCP paid constant attention to educating cadres so they understood correctly
the relationships among heavy industry, light industry, and agriculture
and opposed the tendency to consider industry as important and essential
while slighting agriculture or to attach importance to heavy industry
only while paying little attention to light industry.

Along with continuing to achieve the socialist revolution on the
economic, political, and ideological front, the CCP specified tasks for
the cultural and technical revolution. The party asserted that, though under
definite historic conditions and faced with the lack of modern technical
production bases, China can still complete socialist economic system and
gradually consolidate these systems. The party stressed that in order to
build a steady, strong socialist economic system and basically to achieve
socialism, there must be relatively sufficient material bases.

The Second Session of the Eighth Party Congress pointed out that the
continuous revolution of the China of today should enter a new phase during
which the main task of the technical revolution will be "to lead step-by-
step and according to plan the economy of our country--also agriculture
and handicrafts--to a new technical basis, that is, the technical basis
of great modernized production which consists of carrying out automation
of all labor enterprises and the electrification of cities and rural areas
throughout the country along with striving to apply the latest technical
inventions in the world, it is necessary to launch a wide mass movement
to replace 0ld tools with new ones and to improve techniques in all cities
and rural areas throughout the country. Generally speaking, the party
has set forth the task of increasing the labor output in China in order
to surpass quickly the capitalist countries and to enable China's techniques
and science to catch up quickly with the most advanced standards in the
world on the basis of implementing Chima's "l2-year plan of scientific

development."

To carry out the tasks set forth, the CCP has devised a common line
of "arousing enthusiasm, striving to be in the lead, and building socialism
extensively, quickly, satisfactorily, and thriftily." This line has urged
the people throughout the country to embark on socialist construction
with the unprecedented spirit of passionate struggle. The 650 million
Chinese people have become an extremely great creative force and have
created a sitwation of strong development in the natiomal economy. This
force is capable of "forcing mountains to bow and rivers to retreat."

Tens of millions of persons have participated in socialist construction

without asking for pay, thereby displaying their true communist spirit,
Countless small and medium irrigation projects and hundreds of thousands
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sabotage of the imperialists and the criticism of the modern revisionists.
In leading the people to build socislism, the CCP has paid great attention
to the political and ideological education tasks. Since the beginning of
this year, political and ideological tasks have been concentrated on three
ma jor campaigns: the campaign to stwly the works of Comrade Mao Tse-tung,
the campaign to learn from the liberation army, and the campaign to
"emulate with, study, and cateh up with advanced units and help backward
units." These three campaigns have developed into a strong movement.

Never has China had such a broad and comprehensive political and
ideological campaign as the present one. The revolutionary and fighting
atmosphere in the ideological sphere has always been seething. The main
subject involving the three campaigns is to train and improve the class
standpoints and viewpoints and the class struggle with a view to heightening
the spirit of unyielding strugzle and the spirit of continual revolution
of the people, to mobilizing the people to be ready to undergo all sacri-
fices and hardships in order to build socialism successfully and fullfill
their proletarian international duty, and to making everyons more imbued
with the complex, intense, and decisive character of the cla ss struggle

throughout the transition period.

The main demand in the study of the works of Comrade Mao Tse~tung
is to study his standpoint, viewpoint, and methods which are also the
Marxist-Leninist standpoint, viewpoint, and methods applied to the
practical situation of China. His standpoint is the standpoint of a true
proletarian revolutionary which serves the majority of the Chinese people
and the majority of the people of the world; his viewpoint is the class,
labor, mass, and dialectical materialist viewpoint; his methods are truly
scientific investigation and research methods which are based on the
masses' aspirations and implemented by the masses themselves,

Recently, the CCP adopted a particularly important line which is
to train the young generation to take over the revolution and to make the
revolutionizing of youths a strategic problem of the entire party and of
all the people; the Ninth Congress of the Chinese Communist Youth Group,
when discussing this matter, pointed out the "peaceful evolution" plot of
the enemy of the class in and outside the country and set a practical line
of action for the group, This line is a Marxist-Leninist line aimed at
training the young generation to take over the revolution. It is completely
opposed to the modern revisionist line which consists of training a genera-
tion of degenerate and denatured youths incapable of maintaining the socialist
cause faced with the "peaceful evolution" plot of imperialism,

The Youth Group Congress stressed the need to mobilize youths to
take part in the three major revolutionary campaigns launched by the party:
"The class struggle, the production struggle, and the experimentation in
science," These campaigns are three principal revolutionary fronts to
build successfully a strong socialist China, and they are a firm guarantee
to smash the imperialist attack and prevent revisionism so as to enable
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peoples who are struggling for self-liberation and regards this assistance
as her sacred international obligation. The CPR constantly raises high

the banner of struggle against imperialism and for the defense of world
peace and, at the same time, struggles persistently for the application of
the five principles of peaceful coexistence among countries with different
social systems and is ready to establish friendly relations with all
peace-loving countries in the world. The CPR government has taken the
initiative in reaching a satisfactory settlement of the frontier problems,
which were products of history, with neighboring countries, such as Mongolia,

Burma, Pakistan, Afganistan, and so forth.

With regard to imperialism, particularly the United States, the
leading imperialist and the most wicked enemy of the people of the world,
the Chinese people and government always heighten their valiant determina-
tion to wage a firm and persistent struggle to defend their sovered gnty
and territorial integrity and to help the peoples of various countries
in their struggle for the protection of their own national independence
against all schemes of aggression carried out by U.,S. Imperialiam and

its clique.

All of these factors have increasingly enhanced the CPR's prestige
in the world and the decisiveness of her role in the settlement of problems

related to Asia and the world.
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REVOLUTIONARY ENTHUSIASM AND FIGHTING SPIRIT IN ARTS

[ Following is a translation
of the text of an address by
To Huu in the Vietnamese -
language periodical, Hoc Tap
(Studies), Hanoi, No, 10,
October 1964, pp. 1-23. 7

I. REALITY AND ARTS

After having repeatedly considered the situation and the party reso-
lutions, many artists recently went to cooperatives and factories; some com
rades went to the highland, the coastal areas, etc, Every comrade has suc-
ceeded in realizing the many problems that were emerging from the economic,
political, ideological, and cultural life. However, to realize the usually
complicated reality is not an easy thing to do. There can be many observaw
tions, hence different conclusions, regarding a single problem, a single

phenomenon,

To exchange ideas about the problems of life is therefore very use-
ful for everybody's thinking., In this spirit, I would like to bring you

comrades a few ideas:

New Things, New Men Are Eagerly Waiting for New Artistic Works

We have considered Resolution 8, which combines many preceding reso-
lutions of our party Central Committee and also contains new, more detailed
things, For our cadres and people, this resolution of the Central Commit-
tee is greatly significant and has an over-all educational value, It helps
us to evaluate more accurately our true situation and to concentrate our
thinking upon the problems that are emerging from our socialist industria-
lization, and equips us with a new revolutionary spirit in conformity with

the needs of the Vietnamese revolution.

The events that took place in the last six or seven months in the
économic, political, and cultural fields are the immediate results of Reso-
lution 8, But it can be said that the most outstanding result has been the
greater understanding and unity of mind among cadres, party members, and
an important section of the working population in all fields, particularly
in agriculture, The successful winter-spring crop was the first success
of Resolution 8, The greatness of this success was not only found in larger
quantities of rice, sweet potatoes, etc., but also reflected in a blg change



in the understanding and struggling spirit of the people. 1963 witnessed

a bitter fight against nature., In spite of seven months of drought and five
months of rain, we still obtained a very successful winter-spring crop, which
was the result of a new revolutionary spirit and a new line of struggle on
the part of the party and the people as a whole, It was also the result of
the new production relation being further reinforced, particularly the re-
sult of the three phases of the campaign for management improvement in agri-
cultural cooperatives,

For the last three years, there have been fast progresses in our a-
griculture and in our cooperative members® capabilities, However, many art-
ists did not find much interest in the countryside; some of them did go thers
but falled to realize the matter as a whole, Is it true that the country-
side and agriculture are not the soil for arts to flourish? No, on the con-
trary, they constitute the main reality and our richest source of inspira-
tion. The soil for us to stand on now and for a long time to come still is
the countryside that is building socialism, As we deal with life, man, na-
tional character, and socialist realistic method, how can we make such mat-
ters understood and solve them if we separate ourselves from the biggest
reality of our country--agriculture and the countryside? Without understand-
ing the countryside and the problems that are emerging from agriculture, nor
the farmers themselves, who account for more than 80 percent of our popula-
tion, how can we understand the life and the man as they really are in Viet.
nam today?

Our farmers, under the leadership of the workers'! class, bravely
fought and defeated imperialism, carried out land reforms, destroyed the
class of landlords, and made fast progress in establishing agricultural co-
operatives, How are they, along with the workers' class, continuing the
revolutionary work and marching toward socialism? That is a very new and
big matter. You comrades need to walk around for a short while in order to
see how much our countryside has changed. Wherever you go in the country-
side, including the still backward places, you will be able to see big
changes if you are honest to yourselves, Let me give you a few examples.
Whoever has been at Vinh Phuc should have heard of Ngoc Long Cooperative.

I very much like Vinh Phuc, which is becoming an area of fertile land and
green hills, in spite of the fact that its soil used to be very poor and

as hard as stone, Ngoc Long used to be an impoverished hamlet, the inhab-
itants of which were but peasants and tenant farmers., At the time of the
land reforms, each inhabitant was given a sao of land; however, not every-
body possessed a hut to live in, The peasants there then established a coop-
erative to begin exploiting the tract of land on the bank of the river,
which, like all other pieces of land on both sides of the Red River, is al-
ways muddy. They were struggling hard for three years, And now, we may S&8y
that Ngoc Long is one of the finest cooperatives ih the north, Everywhere,
there are signs of prosperity: corn and mulberries grow everywhere, rice
crop isgood, cows are fat, tidy paths wind through rows of clean, well-lit
houses, What a pleasure to see such a place,
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If you comrades come to Hoa Loan Cooperative, you will also see new
signs of prosperity in the homes and out in the field. There, the only sign
of industry is the oil pump; all tools are those 'traditional™ ones that
have been further improved and developed, They do a lot of irrigation work
and are very good in selecting seeds, They raise a large number of pigs--
as many as 300 of the Muong Khuong breed--with the best kind of duckweed
and with little bran and potato, but this does not mean that their pigs are
not fat, The road taken by Ngoc Long and Hoa Loan is also the road of prog-
ress of other cooperatives, If you comrades go to Quang Binh, Nghe An, Thai
Binh, Hung Yen, Hai Duong, Ha Dong, ete,, you will find everywhere fine new
things. The new things of today can be seen from a long distance, instead
of being 1little buds hidden under the leaves., There are thousands of coop-
eratives of the Ngoc Long type., Fine symbols exist everywhere and represent
the uprising force of our countryside along the party line of fast steady
over-all development of agriculture. Our farmers now have great confidence
in this working method., It is more than certain that we will be able to
solve our food problem, to raise more industrially-useful plants and animals,
and to make agriculture become a foundation for industrial development.

In the industrial field, under very limited conditions, every year
for the last ten years we tried hard to build new installations, We now
have more than 1,000 important factories, as against 100 factories at the
time peace had just been restored. We are able to manufacture a number of
tools and most consumer goods for our daily needs, That is a big step for-
ward, But our success does not lie there alone, but also in the large scale
projects under construction, in the ever-increasing army of technical cadres

and workers,

You comrades certainly know the value of coal in our economy, In
the near future we shall make more efforts, but coal-exploiting will be
nmore difficult because we must get coal from underground pits., In power
production, two large projects are under construction: the Uong Bi thermo-
electric plant and the Thac Ba hydroelectric plant, We are building and
enlarging a power distribution network to serve industry and agriculture.
As we go from Thac Ba to Viet Tri and Thai Nguyen, or from Uong Bi to Hai
Duong, Hung Yen, Thai Binh, etc., we can see high-tension lines, That is a
new sight in our country. Our steel-cast iron center is being completed,
and we shall exploit other minerals like aluminum to enrich our fatherland,
In addition to the Lam Thao phosphorous fertilizer plant, we shall have the
Bac Giang nitrogenous fertilizer plant, We shall have enough insecticides
for use in agriculture, In addition to the weaving factories we already
have, we intend to build a nylon factory to help provide our people with bet-
ter clothing materials. We are building large pump stations in the Ha-Nam-
Ninh region to turn hundreds of thousands of hectares of one-crop land into
two~crop one, We shall fast develop the mechanical engineering branch,
build a diesel-engine manufacturing plant, and expand our river, land, and

sea transportation,

That is the general picture of our economy today and in the coming
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combat, And while they do not have machinery, manpower could "turn pebbles
into rice.," It has been clearly seen that, ever since the effort to estab-
lish agricultural cooperatives was basically made, our farmers, one crop
after another, have come to realize the power of collectivism.

While there still exist problems in our cooperatives now, our farmers
clearly understand that without their cooperatives they could not fight nat-
ural calamities. At the time of drought or storm, their confidence in their
cooperatives, in the state grows bigger., After any natural calamity, the
more successful their cooperatives solve the production problem, and the
faster their living returns to normal, the deeper their confidence in the
cooperatives, That is the common attitude of peasants and lower and inter-
mediate middle class farmers, The attitude of upper middle class farmers
is rather different, As natural calamity strikes, they admit the superior-
ity of collectivism; however, when natural calamity is gone, they seem not
to recognize such a superiority., They are not bad, nor do they want to op-
pose to the trend. But under the present conditions, if our cooperatives
did not adopt' a new line for production, if our cooperatives did not have ,
new managerial methods and stricter measures for technical improvement, they
would remain indifferent to persuasion. Only by patiently fighting for the
establishment of agricultural cooperatives, encouraging all agricultural
workers to join cooperatives, steadily raising cooperatives to higher levels,
and ceaselessly strengthening collectivism can we hope to improve the living
of every family, every individual, Any tendency to solve problems by indi-
vidual effort alone would lead to poverty and mean a return to the old road,
Therefore, much attention must be paid to teaching a sense of collectivism
to the people, as well as to cadres and party members, Cadres must think
of every possible way to build a foundation of collectivism and to teach
the people to do the same. But among our cadres, not all of them have such
& thinking, Some cadres still underestimate the power of collectivism and
still overemphasize private interests. As a result, the struggle between
collectivism and individualism, between the common and the private, is to
last for quite a while. This is a struggle in the ranks of the working peo-
ple, the true nature of which is extensive education, for the nature of our
working people does not require them to resist socialism, Under conditions
of want, they fail to see the right path; reality does not persuade them to
be confident, and therefore they are drifted into acting in an individualist
manner, That is a habit to go back to the old way of living. If collectiv-
ism gains strength, they are happy again. For such cadres, the necessary
attitude is to persuade, to persuade patiently not only by words but also
by deeds., In the struggle between the common and the private, the current
phenomenon is to get something, from a bunch of straw to a piece of firewood,

from the collective properties to make it as one's own...just like in a story

told by Nguyen Khai in the book, Hay Di Xa Hon Nua ("Let Us Go Even Farther®)
That is the habit of those who are still familiar with individualist produc-
tive work and who believe in getting, as much as possible, things for their
oWn benefit, As a result, individualism still exists, In some places, it
is even quite strong, This phenomenon usually exists where land is not yet
managed well, In some places, even the secretaries and unit chiefs are in-
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‘ Comrades, I have just brought you a few observations about the cur-
rent forms of class struggle in the countryside., In industry, the struggle
between two paths proves itself to be not entirely similar to that in the
countryside because most factories belong to the people and are directly
managed by the state, and because the character of the workers is different
from that of the farmers, but the struggle also takes place between collec-
tivism and individualism, between the advanced and the backward, between

the enemy and us,

.As our arts get into reality, they are ingaged in this struggle,
New factors must be recognized in order to praise and to confirm. And ef-
forts must be made to eliminate passive factors. There lies the role of
arts to educate and to conceive things., Without this role to serve as a
basis, arts cannot have any aesthetic value, A letter sent from the party
Central Committee to the Third National Congress of Arts reads in part: "Our
socialist arts reflect the new and struggle for a victory of the latter,
Not only do arts depict the new 1life and the new man, but also they actively
contribute to helping the new life .to develop, doing creative work, and ed-
ucating the new man. Every artistic work must throw new light on ideolog-
ical and emotional matters of society and encourage the people to march for-
vard, to take an active part in the emulative effort to implement state
plans, and to struggle for the victory of socialism and for reunification
of the country." We socialist artists and writers should not wait until our
‘movement becomes as strong as today and stronger to develop our effective-
ness, The noble role of arts require that we offer as much as possible to
drive the movement from nothing to full, from small to large, from narrow
to wide, from weak to strong. And yet our movement has become very wide-
spread now, If arts were unable to depict this lively and widely-known
truth-.the heroic work of millions of working people, we should all feel
guilty! Only with this concept in mind can we ponder over this self-
criticism that has been brought forth at this meeting: in spite of definite
efforts and achievements, arts are still lagging behind life, In a report
of the Standing Committee of the Association of Literature and Arts, there
is this self-criticism, "1ife has left us too far behind," which I think is

very true,

Today we can easily see common problems and typical matters emerge
from the reality of the north and get richer and richer. Along the party
line, we can clearly see what are the new factors and what are the new val-
ues, We must grasp such typical matters, such factors and values, and de-
pict in the best style and accuracy the struggle between two paths with all
its forms, We must see to it that our artistic works, not matter what cat-
egories they belong to, bear a strong educational significance. Only by do-
ing so can we say that our arts have a direct bearing upon the revolutionary
work in the north today., To grasp the whole matter, with its rich content,
of reality is to grasp one-half of success, Who are supposed to grasp it?
We ourselves must grasp it. Of course we have party resolutions and reports,

but all these things are valuable only when they become concepts in sach
and everyone of us. In every field, to borrow is difficult, but in arts to






T

ight
oy

[ace
o

greatly significant from the standpoint of ideological education and feel-
ings. Our party highly evaluates this book of letters, which is also liked
by our brother countries, particularly China, not only because of its ideo-
logical and political value, but also because of its noble character and
artistic value., Our compatriots in the south did not intend to deal with
art in their writing such letters, but because of the great reality of the -
revolution in the south, their noble thoughts and feelings were unintention-
ally expressed in images and words full of aesthetic value. And that is by
itself a great art,

Iu Tuyen Dau To Quoc offers us a lot of problems and stories, which
can be exploited to make motion pictures; to write music, plays, essays, and
poems; and to create artistic works.. We only need to cherish those ingre-

‘dients of the great life in the south and to try to absorb them in order to

create fine artistic works, although we may always remain in the north, A
few comrades think that there is no way of "living™ the 1life of struggle of
the south because we live far from it. It is of course difficult to under-
stand the new.reality, but there is no 17th parallel in our mind, nor any-
thing that separates us from our brothers in the south. The big difficulty
is not the fact that we live far from the south; what counts here is our
mutual understanding, enthusiasm, and assets of 1ife., With enthusiasm and
some assets of life, Nguyen Van Thong produced the movie, Chim Yanh Khuyen
(The Bird), based on a true story. It was because of enthusiasm and some
assets of 1ife that Bul Duc Ai was able to write the renowned book, Mot Chuyen
Chep O Benh Vien (A Story Told at the Hospital), which was turned by a good
producer and some fine players into a good movie, Chi Tu Hau (Miss Tu Hau).

We also should pay greater attention to depicting the efforts and
contributions of our southern compatriots who were "regrouped" in the north
to the building of the north. This is highly significant in the political
sense, Our southern compatriots eagerly wish to know what their sons,
friends, or husbands are doing for the revolution in the north and to know
if they are a student going to school, a soldier in the armed forces, a work-
or operating a machine, a factory engineer, or a cadre at some workshop,
A1l these sons of the south must be portrayed in a lively manner and “report.-
ed" to their relatives in the south,

Dear comrades, we all have the privilege of living in a great age

ard on the soil of our fatherland, where are taking place two biggest revolu-
tions of our times. We may say that on both fronts we are at the frontline:
the frontline of the fight against American imperialism, and the frontline
of socialist construction in south east Asia, We must fully understand this
position, Our brothers and friends throughout the world pay more and more
attention to and love our people more and more., The world wants to kmow how
our people and our party are struggling., In the future, when our country
will have a big industry, our children will want to know their parents' 1life
and struggle, We are in the midst of the very problems which thirty years
from now our sons and grandsons will be asking about, We must do our best
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the revolutionary reality are like the fish taken out of water. Some of

them, shielded by the so-called "opposition to dogmatism and to making arts
tasteless," strongly defend the unrealistic living and go against the writers
and artists who share hardships with the people, None of us listens to them
because, by experiences in artistic creativity, we know that we must really
conmunicate with the masses in order to create fine works, and that, to do so,
we must live among the masses, help them, and also learn from them. Many of
us have known quite well where the old way of living would lead us to,

Then why many of us do not find pleasure in going into reality? Or
why do they fail to find it enjoyable after getting into reality? The rea-
sons are complicated, However, strictly speaking, the fault is all ours.

Our arts must be those of the working people; we artists must be those
who depict the life and feelings of workers and farmers and are able to find -
answers to the problems created by our revolutionary life., We are the intel-
lectuals of the workers and farmers, with whom we should live so closely as
to wipe off the dividing line between artists and workers.farmers, between
"us" and "them", and to leave only the common word, "us," to designate all
working people, We must satisfy that need, that is, we must stand in the
ranks of workers-farmers, whose thoughts and feelings must be faithfully in.
terpreted by us, To do so, we must first of all and always live their life.
Not three months, nor three years, but for all our lifetime.

Where do we go to to get into reality? I think we primarily need to
go to the advanced productive and struggling establishments; to live among
the masses means primarily to live among pioneering people, Why? Because
the big question being asked is how to escape difficulties and how to go from
poverty to wealth, from weakness to strength, from bad to good, As evils and
failures exist everywhere, the question is how to overcome them and to move
the movement ahead., The advanced establishments and the pioneering people
are the places and the people having successfully overcome such difficulties,
To go to advanced places and pioneering people is to come to some test sites
where they have successfully solved their problems. Moreover, as I said
before, in the reality of the north today, we have more and more typical ex.
amples in production. In the countryside and cities, there are so many typi
cal aspects and pioneering people; perhaps we do not have enough time and en.
ergy to deal with and describe them all., "Go to advanced places, live among
Pioneering people® should become the slogan of writers and artists. Let us
go there fast, let us get hold of the typical aspects of the new life. We
are a few hundred creative workers of various branches; we must choose 100
different places, By going to these 100 places, we shall be able to find
and to think of 1,000 good things. In a revolutionary atmosphere, the revo.
lutionary character of man becomes richer, We cannot help loving revolution.
ary people, We go there, in a simple ordinary way with a fraternal spirit,
to live their simple life. We go there with the hope that we can do some.
thing useful, without hesitation nor calculations, The work which we can do
’f-o help our brothers is found everywhere. We must accept actual responsibil.
itles and agree to devote some of our time to doing manual labor work in order






) to the dark alleys of the mean, narrow-minded individualism, Is it really
o i “"freedom?" It is only the selfish false "freedom" of the bourgeoisie., That
IS is the false assumption which the modern revisionists are spreading among

i artists. I believe that they will fail because nobody listens to them. We
- are concerned with only our ideals and revolutionary work., Our artistic

ol achievements are first due to the correct party line, then to the close ties

Njir between arts and the revolution and the masses and to the fact that we have

:znts more or less acquired the Marxist-Leninist concept of the world.,

Ay Arts depict 1life through the artists' concept of the world, The lat.
ter can be formed only through learning the original principles of Marxisme
Leninism, party line and policies, and the way to get into the realistic
revolutionary life, We must have both theory and practice, which must be
combined in our thinking, We emphasize the need for getting into reality
and living among the massesj however, if we do not understand the original

o Marxist-Leninist principles and the line and policies adopted by the party,

:md' we may not find truth although we have gotten into reality., The major weak-

8 ness of the play, Tau Dem (Night Train), is the fact that its playwright

t did not understand the party racial policy. Our party always respects all

vary racial groups, highly evaluates, and cherishes the contribution of each ra-

tim cial group to the revolutionary work, But the ideological content of Tau Dem

e goes against all such things. Just because its author did not understand

il the party racial policy, nor the value of each racial group, there are regret-

u:;es, table errors in the play., Many comrades fail to see the real nature of dif-

Bsﬂz- ferent problems, and often get confused when facing phenomena, just because

" they do not understand the original Marxist-Leninist principles and the party

ik line although they are much experienced in both life and work, Here I would

e like to suggest to you how to study. We must, seriously and in a creative

e manner, study the basic Marxist-Leninist principles and the party policies.,
We have been studying them, but without much depth, and sometimes we spent

b too much time without having much result, To study is not to say prayer.
Marxism-Leninism is not something to be said as a prayer, nor is it an item
to be utilized to deceive people, as the modern revisionists are doing,

h Marx and Lenin are not wooden statues having readily all answers to any
question in life, We need to study with a revolutionary concept and to fully

8 understand the original principles and thinking method in order to try to

o understand, to explain, and to solve, correctly and in a creative manner,

! the problems of life., I want to repeat: we must study with a revolutionary
spirit, with a sense of serving the revolution., What do we study for, if
not to do revolutionary work? If not for the sake of the revolution, we

' cannot, through our studies, acquire the revolutionary spirit of Marxism-
Leninism; we shall, in that case, be slaves to our books, And only with a
revolutionary spirit shall we try to think, to utilize, to create, Like

; other occupations, our writing occupation strictly rejects laziness in think-

»- ing, Everybody says to create is painful, but sametimes people are afraid

. of pain and would create nothing but very poor artistie works,

ent Need: Good Plays and Screenpla

We need to speed creative work in all branches: literature, fine arts,
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thoughts and virtues, being placed under the restrictions of the past, could
not become as noble and fine as they can be today, Do not make the present-
time people think that the people of the past were "perfect," and do not make
the latter think and speak in a "modern" manner as we do today. We welcome
all those who like to write about historical subjects; we just hope that they
would write well, '

: The use of the old forms of theatrical art must be carefully consid-
ered; do not hastily believe that those old forms are old-fashioned and back-
ward and cannot be used to express new thoughts, new reality, new feelings.,
The present is not to be completely severed from the past; to be modern does
not mean to throw away traditions, but rather to continue, to develop tradi-
tions, Do not simply think that any form is appropriate for a modern con-
tent or any style is suitable to any subject whatsoever. Each type of art
is a product of history and bears the characteristics of the society and

the time it flourishes in, All tunes, rhythms, movements in each type of
art have their own meaning and definite character; do not "modernize"™ them
too freely. For instance, in my opinion, we are familiar with using the
classical theater to depict old stories and people; now we can make good
adaptations of classical plays. We have had some expirimenting with using
this classical theatrical form to depict new reality and people; now we ought
to encourage further experiments along that line. flassical comedy is an
old art that has deeply penetrated into the rural population in the north
and can very well be used to express new subjects and new faces in the counw
tryside. And in both classical play and comedy, we should not be satisfied
with the existing patterns, but rather try to develop their usefulness in
depicting various subjects, both new and old,

In trying to solve our new problems, as we are not satisfied with
the works and stories of the past, we camnot be satisfied with foreign works,
either, Many brother countries are building socialism, but under conditions
and in a situation different from ours, Therefore, no matter how good the
foreign works may be, they cannot replace our thinking and our own way of
solving our problems., We must emphasize and put above everything else our
responsibility for solving the problems that are emerging from our life of
today, for such problems can be seen and correctly solved only by us, How-
ever, we do not want to overlook the good works of other countries (both
modern and classical), nor to neglect the studying and acquiring of the
cream of world culture, particularly that of the brother socialist countries,
In the recent time, some of our agencies committed an error by showing on
Stage or screen a number of plays and movies, and publishing a number of
books, which popularized modern revisionist ideas. Such an error must be
Sternly criticized and firmly corrected. On the other hand, we did not in-
troduce enough foreign artistic works to the masses and artistic circles of
our country, In this regard, we must have definite plans for a better job,
If we have a theatrical group specially in charge of introducing outstanding
Plays of other countries to our people, this will serve our purpose very well,

The problem of choosing the theme, "past and present"™ and "inside and
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as compared with the needs of the revolution, We must attach more importance
and make a good contribution from each of us to the improving and training
of a young force of writers and artists,

By now there has been formed in the north of our country a new army of
intellectuals who come from and live among workers.farmers, and are deeply at-
tached to production and revolutionary struggle. Not only are they the view-
ers of artistic works, but also they are very capable of creating outstanding
artistic works, We expect a great deal of artistic creativity from that batch
of new intellectuals, If we have a plan by which we shall wholeheartedly aid
them, we shall, within a near future, have a great creative force of socialist
arts, Nothing is more encouraging for arts than the fact that those who are
building the new society write about their own life,

Arts involve sweating., Art workers must have not only some talent but
also a definite occupation., Therefore, it is necessary to open schools for
their training, In the last few years, we trained hundreds of young pro-
ducers and players in the art schools of the Ministry of Culture. This young
well-trained force has improved the artistic movement. The youths, members
of this force, prove that they are talented and intelligent. But we have to
admit that there are weaknesses to be overcome in those art schools: the teach.
ing of politics, ideology, virtues, and party artistic line has not drawn prop-
er attention; the basic knowledge of arts and the people's fine heritage is
still limited; the schools are still separated from society and the reality
of the revolution, As a result, some graduates show that they are under in.
fluence of such bad habits as love for fame, greediness, poor spirit of serv.
ing the people, corrupt living.

The question of improving the virtues of revolutionary artists is very
important., Among us, almost all have been more or less under the influence
of bourgeois living. Do not overlook the need for self.improvement and mu.
tual help in the field of virtues. Do not use the "special character® of
arts as an excuse for a way of living unsuitable for revolutionary virtues.
The absorption of modern revisionist ideas in a number of people usually
originates from a free individualistic living which, starting from a corrupt
living, generates a downfall of moral values,

We live with one another in a spirit of comradeship., We need to help
one another to move forward, to criticize one another honestly, to encourage
what is good, and to reject what is bad, Do not flatter one another, nor
Separate yourselves from one another because of personal character or private
interests, For the sake of the greatness of the revolution, the people, and
the party, closely unite with one another, help one another to move forward}

ITI, PREVENTION OF REVISIONIST INFLUENCE IN ARTS

Modern revisionism in arts does not come accidentally, but rather re.
flects the class struggle on the political front, Marxists-leninists do not
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an "absolute" beauty; that writers and artists are completely "independent"
and "free" and can create at their ovm will, without anything to do with the
needs of the revolution and of the classes-.a way they think being very
unique, That "pride” of such an "independent" character, one of the charac.
teristics of bourgeois intellectuals, is in fact a self.deception, There still
are' those who believe in the middle-of.the.road man in a class-minded society
having class struggle., That abstract man of theirs is, they think, more
"noble® than the man of the actual classes, They still believe in the inno-
cent "humanitarianism® which they think can convert the enemy class, make the
human race suffer less, and avoid the death of war, In the name of protect.
ing human happiness, they are so intoxicated by tragic love stories and sex.
val desires that they consider the latter the biggest and only need of man,
They do not have any interest in the political, economic, and ideological
problems of society in artistie creations, but are very much interested in
personal emotions that have nothing to do with the revolution and the people,
To be honest, we admit that they sometimes insert in their works some workers,
farmers, soldiers, open-air workshops, farms, cooperatives, the highland, the
coastal areas; however, all these are but covers for their expressing personal
thoughts and .emotions, which are completely strange to the masses and contrary
to Marxist-leninist views and party line, To them, the victories of the revo.
lution have nothing to be enthused about; the shortcomings and difficulties

of the revolution are the reasons for them to criticize, to Jjeer, Party line
and policies, they think, are high wires which artists cannot fly away from,
and party leadership, like the masses' criticisms, are as dreadful as light.
ning and thunder,

Being Marxist artists, we cannot avoid responsibility by staying away
from the struggle against such wrong tendencies; we must help one another to
reach self.understanding for the search of truth, However, as arts are a
Subtle form, we must correctly and carefully consider each case agd each prob.
lem, Try to avoid groundless judgments and irresponsiple conclu51on§. We
firmly denounce mistakes, but should not deny or restrict c?eative discov.
eries, As we do not recognize too simple an artistic creative worg, we should
not accept any carelessly formed criticism and evaluat;on. An artlst}c work,
like a human being, usually has certain weaknesg or failure, for nothlng can
be absolutely free from weakness or shortcoming, Try to loog at Fhe main 1%ne
followed by an artistic work and its basic content. The motion picture, Chim
Yaph Khuven (The Bird), is a good one. The death of the little girl, Nga, is
not a passive death, but a sacrifice that stirs hatred and serves ?he resist.
ance, We cannot refuse to say it is a good movie just because of its fév .
weaknesses, We cannot reject t%e good basi; idezlggical cogtggt ;n: ::;;:ﬁz:s
value of the movie j Miss Tu Hau),jus cause of its fe
in vwhich some mea.n’dfigir'é‘nsl ﬁg expressed. The movie, Hai Nguoi Liph (Two Sol
diers), has a failure in that it has a touch of the middle-ofwthe-road human.
tarianism that the modern revisionists are spreading, and in the fact that it
reflects too poorly the hatred for the enemy of our people and soldiers. 1§?e
too soft, and sometimes lack of understanding-showing, attitude of our soldier
(in the movie) actually results from the scenario writer's.mi§und:§523ndt§8
of our Government's prisoner-of-war policy and from his thinking th:t ;:vie
&n attitude would be, politically speaking, effective, However,
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wrong, To our comrades and friends, our attitude is to be helpful with
reason and affection., That is also the attitude of our party, as expressed
by the Central Committes in Resolution 9, The way our party sees and thinks
comes from the interests of the proletariat and our people, and from those
of the international communist movement., In both politiecs and arts, our
party has its own views, As We are proud of having a true Marxist-Leninist
party to lead us, we must serlously consider the party resolution which is
to be applied to our artistic reality in a correct and strict manner,

I have just dealt with the general aspect of the matter; now I would
like to get into some problems which I think are basic in order to show !

clearly the dividing line between Marxism-Leninism and modern revisionism
in arts, °

bout the " jtarianism" ob

The human problem is, as always, the central one. To carry out the
revolution is to solve the human problem, Man and all his complicated rela-
tions are the major object of arts, Today, in the decisive class struggle,
the imperialists and their servants hide themselves behind "peaceful,"
"humanitarian® screens in order to conceal their despicable, dreadful faces,
Therefore, in order to expose the true nature and maneuver of the imperial-
ists in the ideological field, we must first explain the "humanitarianism"
problem,

There are no abstract men; there are only actual men, In a society
having classes, the problem of the actual men must be placed in the class
relation if it is to be understood. When Marx saild, "man is a union of so-
clal relations," he became a Marxist; it was when he'thoroughly judged the
theory of abstract man, advanced by Feuerbach, and directly dealt with the
Problems of social reforms and revolution. :

Therefore, there is no middle-of-the-road humanitarianism, but actual
humanitarianism c,mly. It is true that Europe, from-t}‘le 14t1:1 and 151':h centu.
ries on, has a humanitarian movement of the bourgeoisie, wh:Lch is c.hrected
agalnst feudal restrictions and ideas and for the ben?f{Lt of individual free.
dom, In the Renaissance, humanitarianism has its definite value.u{mder the
historic conditions of that time's Burope, However, th? bourgeoisie throw :
away such humanitarian principles upon becoming the ruling power, ‘

Communism, as a scientific ideology, r:.lght from the beginning afzer
its creation, also opposes to excessive equality and the lack ?i‘ re:‘?ecl
for general development of the individual., Marx talk?d about 'prag 1cal
humanitarianism® (in German Ideology), and later Gorki talked ab?ut ﬁro e-
tarian humanitarianism, However, Marxism never separ?tt.as communist humani. :
tarianism from commmnism, The nucleus of Ma.nd.sm.LenJ.m..sm is th? t:};?or.l:s
of class struggle and proletarian dictatorship, Communist }il‘mli?: Al?;l mx;s-
is an organic part of communist concepts of the world a}nd w:?.ll leaé. o e
understanding of the matter is very dangerous because it
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Tmurise Experientialism, Lenin unmasked the idealist reactionary arguments of this

iﬂ@ﬂ group of people. It is so ironic the way the modern revisionists of today,
Yomis while advancing what was an American “ideology," say that they are “develop-
taria ing Marxism.leninism(1)" Revisionism uses "economic race" as a "motive power
! Vs, for evolution of history" to replace class struggle and thinks that it agrees
ob to the humanitarian character of Marxism, for, in the revisionists! opinion,
ﬁ? there will not be atomic war and man will live a happy life on earth!

essim

tobe Such reactionary bourgeois arguments about humanitarianism have enter.

ed the domain of arts, Vitma, chairman of the Association of Yugoslav Writ.
ers, declared: "For literature, the importance is to make our life humanitar.

| for ian," And he praised Yugoslavia as a "paradise" of literature, for the rules
ants) of the Ieague of Yugoslav Communists specify that it will not interfere in
kers' literature, and that the party leadership role has come to an end after being
publis nothing but an obstacle for the development of society, man, etc, How far
rendoty has this "humanitarian life" concept in Yugoslav literature gone? Western
* ot modernism has become the "legacy" of the latter, According to him, modernism
"achieves on a large scale important infiltration in the very nature of arts,"
rinie I invite you to read a poem, A Pedestrian in the Middle of the Atomic
st Century, written along this line in Yugoslavia and published in the magazine,
s1id People of this Age, June 1958, I quote here just a portion of that poem:
¥
;ﬁ "In the middle of the atomic. century, a pedestrian
i Meets another pedestrian,
has The latter asks him: "Where do you go?!
385 'T don't know,!'
s 'I don't know, either,!
's 'Come with me, ILet us go to some place.'
arli And they walk together.
10' ......O.'........'.....
e A big noise, and a terrible roar follow then,
g And make the atomic century tremble,
i All argue
To see

Between two roads,

1

b Chosen by the two pedestrians,

7 which is right, .

e And before our first pedestrian has walked quite a long way
5 To avoid massacres, and bloodletting .

W Blood began flowing profusely like water of a big fall,

In the reflection of light on the pool of blood,
9 He stands at the end limit of time
And looks down, upon the atomic century,
b And so sorrowful is he |
That sorrows have left him behind,"

That is the way the Yugoslav revisionist arts are full of terror,
Pessimism, and despair,
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liberalism to proletarian dictatorship. By praising normal life and normal
people, by saying they work "for man's life and happiness," they openly do
propaganda work for selfish bourgeois individualism., Their works can only
weaken the hearts of those who read or view their works, particularly the
young people. In our country, there were pesople who thought they had the
right, after several years' hard fighting, to relax as they liked and to
take care of their own happiness; as the revolutionary life would not allow
that, they became disappointed and confused, and went as far as to take a
hostile attitude toward the new social order. The short story, Dem Khong

- Ngu (Night Without Sleep), by Vu Thu Hien and the novel, Vao Doi (Start of

Life), by Ha Minh Tuan clearly show such an attitude, Other attitudes, to
underestimate the effect of describing heroic people and action and to be-
little the class struggle in the countryside and the struggle between two
paths in literary and artistic works, have made a number of our writers be
caught in too small problems of life and bring forth more personal feselings,
vhich are not linked to our people's revolutionary work.

The revolution does not deny, but actually protect, personal happi-
ness, It is just because of the happiness of each and every working man
that our party and people have to carry out revolutionary work for the lib-
eration of the people and working class., However, personal happiness can
be had only within the limit of common happiness; and both are not separable,
We take revolutionary collectivism as the basis of our virtue, and the slo-
gan, "I for everybody, everybody for me,"™ as the target of our education,

We firmly protest against and fight for the elimination of bourgeois and pet-
ty bourgeois ideas and sentiments, which place the individual above every-
thing else and oppose personal happiness to revolutionary ideal and to the .
slass struggle which is taking place in our country and throughout the world.
Arts are the voice of sentiments and the heart; and the purpose of revolu-
tionary arts is to build revolutionary sentiments and hearts., We cannot
accept weak voices of sentiments, nor empty hearts with no ideals whatsoever
but full of selfishness and sadness.

Under the same pretext of "getting deeply into people's hearts," the
revisionist writers and artists particularly exploit the sorrows and pains
of individuals, They think that arts would fail to be arts if they were un-
able to depict individual "tragedies."” And usually the type of tragedies
they depict is about those individuals who completely fail in their love ad-
ventures, or face *unfair" treatment in life, or are victims of war. In the
last few years, such "unfair” grievances were said to be connected with the
So~called "cult of personality period.” The feelings of those individuals
change and vary in a subtle manner, but they act without any ideal, as they
are the only people in the world having such grievances and unlucky situa-
tions, The works written along this line can easily stir deep emotions and
Pity in their readers, who then forget the class struggle reality and forget
that the big issues being raised are closely connected with the destiny of
their people and mankind, In fact, what they depict, from the standpoint of
the authors' character and terdencies, do not differ much from what the
"modernized® writers and artists of the type of Francoise Sagan in the West
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That is why we must be very alert and must point to the bourgeois nature of
their harmful arguments and artistic works.

0 Wws_abo a 'wo Wa o) S be Wa

You comrades have studied Resolution 9 of the party Central Committee,
I do not want to repeat here our party position regarding the problem of war
and peace. On one-half of our country, our compatriots in the south are
gallantly fighting and suffering from a great deal of sacrifice and hardship
to resist an extremely ruthless enemy in a more and more bitter aggressive
war, The American imperialists and their lacqueys are secretly planning an
extension of the war to the north, and everyday are sending sples and spec-
ial forces to this part to destroy our socialist construction, Living for
twenty years in a situation of war, our people know what war means and who
create these hardships for our people to bear; and we know how to live and
to fight in order to gain victory and for our people to live in the happi-
ness of peace, independence, reunification, and freedom.

Our arts have quite a lot of works that dealt with our people's gal-
lant resistance in the past; there are also artistic works that describe
today's struggle of our compatriots in the south. The recently-published
book of letters, Tu Tuyen Dau To Quoc, and the war memoirs dealing with
the Dien Bien Phu victory represent our views concerning the way to describe
war., Revolutionary heroism is reflected in such works., The fighting spirit,
gallant victories, and sense of sacrifice are beautifully depicted, along
with painful losses, The atmosphere that surrounds those books is that of
revolutionary power, optimistic fighting spirit, and a mutual trust among
comrades and fellow countrymen, as well as a confidence in the good cause
and the final victory of the revolution, With a revolutionary way of view-
ing the Soviet people's patriotic war, the great artists of the Soviet Union
have left to the socialist realistic literature and arts great works that
deal with the war for the defense of their fatherland. Some of those works,
translated in our country, were greatly useful in raising our people's
morale during the hard periods of the resistance, and are a current source
of encouragement for our southern compatriots! patriotism,

Modern revisionists give up those revolutionary artistic traditionms,
From such views as "peaceful coexistence" and "the character of war in the
Present age has changed," they describe war with a clear intention of prov-
ing their revisionist views about war., Their works describe war in such a
terrible manner as to create fear for war; for instance they write about
the sadness of those mothers having lost their sons, the shame and feelings
of loneliness of those wounded soldiers having lost all their familjes, the
Pains of those wives having lost their husbands, scenes of separation, the
madness of those children having lost all their relatives, etc, In such
works, we find nothing but losses that follow losses, one terror that fol-
lows another terror, in short all the terrible things that surround the
human 1ife, According to their way of seeing and thinking, the oppressed
peoples and classes should only drop their heads and ask for a "peaceful
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mothers suffer from the loss of their dear sons, but they feel proud of
having contributed to the resistance., Let us listen to Mother Long Chau Sa,
who says as follows, after having covered the face of her beloved daughter:
"I know I am too old to bear any child now, I have no other son left to
take vengeance for her death." Our youngsters, 18 or 19, compete with one

. another to get to the frontline or to be assigned the most difficult and dan-

gerous tasks, Our people understand very well that happiness can be attained
only through revolution and struggle and that everybody has a share of respon-
sibility for the common struggle. That is the great reality of our country.
If we artists do not think better than the common people, or if we have even
poorer thinking than the normal people and soldiers, how can we hope to ful-
£i11 the task of being patriotic citizens, not even that of being the "en-
gineers of the soul?" We should bring ourselves to a Righer level, always,

in order to fulfill our tasks and to deserve being part of our fatherlard,

our heroic people, and our great party!

Modern Revisionism Attacks the Principle of Party Superiority and

Distorts Soclialist Realism

Socialist realictic method is formed in the course of the workers!
class's revolutionary struggle under the leadership of its pioneering ele-
ments, Its basis is the Marxist-Leninist concept of the world, It is a
method of those writers and artists who fight for socialism., The most impor-
tant distinction between the socialist realistic method and other methods
lies in the superiority of the proletarian party and of the proletarian con-
cept of the world, It is the class dividing line in the field of literature
and arts, That is why the modern revisionists in arts, we are not surprised
to say this, always attack socialist realism and its achievements,

The (Hungarian) revisionist, Lucas, does not openly deny socialist
realism, but his argument is wisely to deny the concept of the world and
the party superiority in arts. ‘

He writes that party superiority is "a driving power residing in real-
ity itself; this driving power is recognized on the basis of reflecting hon-
estly reality, dialectic, and practice in which it is placed... The creating
of a true artistic work is directed toward turning party superiority into
the quality of the world being described itself," This is to say that there
is no need for improving this party character and that the only need is to
reflect reality--and how to reflect reality is the concern of arts and de-
pends on the artists themselves., Lucas does not recognize the decisive role
of the concept of the world in creative work, and thinks that the decisive
factor is the art and subjectiveness of the artists, At the same time, Lucas
argues that, in our age, the struggling against the degenerate arts and con-
cept of the world is no longer of prime importance, For in his opinion this
struggling "can make a number of writers and art workers in many capitalist
countries become isolated." According to him, the Marxist literary argument
must "cover everything and originate in coexistence in order that the crit-
leizing of (artistic) works would be free from prejudices,”
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c. The aesthetic role of arts must be made absolute and separated
from political and philosophical relations,

They believe that ™we should not cut any part of reality: a scenery,
a nude, a still life are pieces of reality, so are sadness, pleasure, love,
and protest,” They never refer to symbolizing aspect and situation, nor to
party character. From this argument, they come to the defense of those de-
generate writers and artists because the latter's works are "their presence
in the world," and because their works contain feelings and phenomena that
do exist in life, They cite things like "objective abstraction" and "subjec-
tive abstraction," which they consider as "forms of realism,"™ and therefore
believe "there can be an abstract realism.," We are not surprised at all
when, in the last few years in the papers of some brother parties, people
openly defended abstractionism and cubism., They do not deal with the prob-
lem of applying Marxist-Leninist knowledge, for they are afraid of "mechan-
ically inserting epistemological matters in aesthetics.” Avoiding Marxist-
Leninist epistemology, they have come to such conclusions as ",,, We must
sometimes admit that the keenest content of an artistic work is its form."

What is now called "limitless realism" was, in 1959, considered by
some people as a "liberal concept! of socialist realism, One of them said:
"To me, nothing is more stupid and more irrational than to like only what
is in harmony with our own thinking in every aspect. To me, nothing is more
stupid than to say that the thinking of another person is exactly the same
as my thinking." This view actually is comparable to that of Lucas, who
says that the Marxist argument must "cover everything and originate in co-
existence in order that the criticizing of (artistic) works would be fres
from prejudices,”" It actually attacks the proletarian party character in
socialist literature and arts and reconciles the bitter struggle between
the two ideologies, bourgeois and proletarian,

In short, in regard to the problem of socialist realism, although
the arguments of the modern revisionist writers and artists may differ in
their forms, the content of such arguments remains the same:

1. To deny or to place at a very secondary place both party char-
acter and proletarian concept of the world,

2, To do away with the dividing line between socialist realism and
degenerate bourgeois artistic tendencies, "To legalize" the admitting of
such tendencies into socialist arts.

3. To attack the Marxist-Leninist epistemology and to replace the {
latter with subjective idealism,

The above views are a natural reflection of modern revisionism in
the political field, which rejects the reality of the masses' revolutionary
struggle, rejects the idea that class struggle is a driving force for social
development, and eliminates the leadership of the proletarian party and oclass,
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Just because of such an incorrect view that, in our first discussions, some

comrades defended Dong Rac Cu by saying it was "realist" or "basically real-
iSt. n

Many of us have failed to recognize the importance of improving the
proletarian concept of the world and strengthening party character in their
knowledge and in arts. Some comrades even found the studying of politics

and party policies a compulsory thing, and the mutual assistance among us
all an "inconvenience,"

While some comrades go very slowly in getting to know the new life,
without daring to attack problems and to solve them, other comrades think
that "to dlagnose the patient's illness" is enough and usually fear that
the urgent revolutionary work today would strangle the people’s M"aesthetic
sense" and destroy the nation's elite., With such remarks, how will their
writings have any educational value to improve their readers' knowledge?

In arguing and reviewing work, there also are comrades who underes-
timate the decisive effect of the concept of the world upon artistic works,
give one-way emphasis to the special character of arts, and attach little
importance to the class character of arts, There have been arguments that
tended to erase the dividing line between classes; for instance, in the book,
Cac Phuong Phap Nghe Thuat (About Artistic Methods), Le Dinh Ky has this
idea to bring forth: "In a given period of time, there are those demands of
history while authors belonging to different classes and racial groups, -
through mutual influence upon one another, form an artistic generation, a
styls of the time.," He also separates style from method, and puts style
outside his world concept. Although these shortcomings do not constitute

the major aspect of his book, his arguments belong to bourgeois views in
arts, '

sm and incipled eritance and Accevntance

In the last few years in the literature and arts of some socialist
countries and in the soclalist realist artistic movement in a number of cap-
italist countries, there appeared a tendency to reject national revolutione

ary traditions and to accept carelessly and to popularize freely bourgeois
cultural trends,

One of the reasons behind the tendency to reject the revolutionary
traditions of socialist arts is the position of some modern revisionist lead-
ors who deny the work and revolutionary leadership principles of their pre-
decessors, Veteran writers and new writers alike refuse to accept the most
developed of all artistic periods, saying they are "dogmatic periods" and
periods in which ™writers and artists do creative work according to decrees
issued by their leaders," But, on the contrary, they like the early period
of the revolution, the period in which socialist realism has not found its
high position and the degenerate bourgeois tendencies still retained their
foothold and continued their destructive activities, They consider it as
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other hand, it is to be understood that the old influences do not abandon
them very easily and sometimes gain strength to overpower them and to make
them struggle with themselves, The road to revolutionary conversion taken
by great artists is by no means an sasy one., So far, after forty years of
going the revolutionary way, some people are still lost in the old antifas-
cist thoughts of theirs.

Those comrades who still regret the old things and still are lost in
the individualistic jungle very easily think that the above-mentioned argu-
ments are right and true. Of the realist writers-critics in our country
and in the world, some comrades show a one-way attitude: they praise the
good while overlooking the bad and even the reactionary., In the evaluation
of the pre-August Revolution literary and artistic tendencies, there still
are conflicting ideasj; this phenomenon is unavoidable, but in fact a regret
for the past is quite an obstacle to correct evaluation, Some comrades,
even now, still think that they were "freer" to do creative work in the
past. Earlier in this talk, I already presented to you my ideas regarding
this matter., In our society today, those who make us lose our freedom are
we ourselves, and nobody else,

The letter sent to the Third National Art Congress from the party
Central Committee says: "Let us try to go farther in exploiting and devel-
oping the cream of our national arts, and studying with clearsighted crit-
icism and creativity the fine achievements of world arts, past and present,
particularly the arts of the brother socialist countries.” In regard to
this matter, the position of our party is very clear., At present, it is
not because we are against modern revisionism that we cease to study the
precious experiences and to accept the cream of the revolutionary and pro-
gressive arts of other countries. Up to the present time, and from now on,
in all fields, we have been respecting, defending, and trying to learn the
revolutionary experiences of the Soviet Union, China, and other brother
countries, and accepting all the cream of the cultures of the world, thus
enriching our own culture,

There are other problems, dealing with our views and arguments, which
are related to the development of our socialist arts and the struggle between
the two paths in the domain of arts. The problems that are raised today
only serve to get to understand the whole of the matter, I deeply hope that
You comrades would think about them and discuss them in an openhearted man-
ner, and that not only those comrades working directly in this domain but

-all of us would be more concerned with today's theoretical artistic problems,

Dear comrades,
Our revolutionary work is very great, Marxism-Leninism and our party

always remain the bamner of struggle and victory of our people, working
pPeople, and writers anad artists,
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FAILURES AND SERIOUS CRISIS OF
AMERICAN IMPERIALISTS AND THEIR
LACKEYS IN THE SOUTH

[Following is a translation of an article

by Ha Van Lau in the Vietnamese.language
periodical Hoc Tap (Studies), Hanoi, Oct.
1964, No., 10, pages 58-64.7

A new coup engineered by Lam Van Phat, Duong Van Duc, and a number
of officers last September 13 almost succeeded in toppling the militarist
and dictatorial regime of Nguyen Khanh, Four battalions and an armored
unit from the 7th Regiment moved from My Tho to Saigon, and in a matter of
a few hours, had gained control of a great part of the city without having
to fire a shot, That was the 5th coup since the Ngo Dinh Diem's regime was
overthrown by the US imperialists. This time, coups and counter coups suc-
ceeded each other in utter confusion all through the day. High ranking of-
ficers of the South were engaged in a bitter struggle for power, one or more
generals against the others; some even made a turn about face and tried to
negotiate after having declared themselves against the Khanh's regime, How-
ever, following orders from their American masters, the generals agreed to
temporarily patch up their quarrels and put Khanh back at the helm. The
five generals leading the coup were incarcerated. Nevertheless, the illegal
power of the South was still without a government. Externally, an atmosphere

of calmness seemed to prevail thanks to much support and backing given
by the US imperialists, but internally, its state of affairs remained rotten
as ever,

Following the coup, the 7th Fleet ..operating in the China Sea.- was
put on a permanent alert, Several American destroyers moved deep into our
territorial waters off the coast during the two days of September 17 and
18, 1964, Then suddenly, on the night of September 18, the US imperialists
made a big fuss about what they called "a new incident in the Gulf of Ton-
kin", Their only intent was to repeat the Gulf of Tonkin's incident in the
night of August 4, 1964, which they had created and then used it as an ex-
cuse to bomb and attack our shores the following night, August.5, 1964,

The US imperialists' propaganda apparatus was set in motion with an
announcement that American warships were- being threatened (!), and that re.
taliatory measures would be taken, Our government and our people have time.
1y denounced the perfidious agressiveness and the slanderous attack of the
US imperialists, Less than 24 hours later, the US Secretary of Defense, Mc-
Namara, had to declare that "the new incident" was closed (i).
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highest amount of aid. "Aid% for 1964 alone amounted to 675 million dollars,

Also, they have been trying here the most modern military technique known
to them,

The contingent of American officers and troops sent to South VN ap-
proaches at present 30,000, Moreover, a large amount of contemporary weapons
and warfare equipment have been used extensively to massacre our people li-

- ving in the South, The lackey army of the South has been augmented up to
half a million troops, and the increase affected the regular army as well
as the territorial army and the militia.

A1l those efforts however did not help the American imperialists
achieve their ambition. On the contrary, they became more engulfed as they
increased their war efforts. In three years, from 1961 to 1963, the army
and the people of the South destroyed more than 250,000 enemy troops, among
them almost 1,500 American agressors, shot down or damaged hundreds of air.
planes, and captured a large amount of weapons. The Ap Bac victory at the
beginning of 1963 started a nation-wide scheme of competition foriperfor-
mances in destruction of the enemy in the South, Within only the first eight
months of 1964, 82,000 enemy troops were put out of fighting condition or
disintegrated, During July and the first ten days of August 1964, 22 compa-
nies, 34 platoons, and close to 3 batalions of the enemy were completely
wiped out, Tacties such as "heliborne","armored carriers! based on the most
recent findings of military research by the enemy proved to be of low
efficiency.

The "strategic hamlet" program, an extrémely cruel scheme of forced
population transfer, which the enemy looked upon as a major national policy
and praised all the time as the most efficient of their devices to "gain
support of the population", also ended up in bancruptcy. Their target is to
include in this program 17,000 hamlets, yet even in the Diem-Nhu era, they
never succeeded in organizing more than 7000 hamlets, Since the beginning
of this year, they have tried to reinforce this program, but the amount of
reinforced hamlets equals enly one third of the amount of hamlets destroyed
by the people. At present, two third of the hamlets fortified by the enemy
have been destroyed., '

Following the failure of their "18 months pacification plan" the
Ameriecan govermment is now speaking of a "long, difficult, and costly in
manpower as well as in financial means " war: this is the admission that
their strategy has failed,

The bancruptcy of the Staley-Taylor plan dragged down the family
dictatorship of Diem-Nhu who were the ablest henchmen of the American impe.
rialists in Southeast Asia, The subsequent lackeys put in power by the Ame.
ricans, Duong Van Minh as well as Nguyen Khanh, proved to be more incompetent.,
Consecutive coups d'etat have violently shaken up the basic rationale as
well as the organization and the apparatus of the illegitimate government
in the South, Opposite factions are in a state of uninterrupted feuding,
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government several cabinet ministers, generals, and superior officers who
~were not in agreement with him, The third coup d'etat took place August 16,
196k: Khanh appointed himself "chairman" of “The Republic of Vietnam", pro.
claimed a new “charter", and consolidated the military dictatorial regime
in view of reinforcing the design for war and aggression by the American
imperialists in South Vietnam. Moreoevr, the American imperialists set up
a "joint command of Americano.Vietnamese forces" in order to achieve a di-
rect and total control of the military affairs in the South,

However, resistance to and protest against the American aggressors
and the military dictatorship of Nguyen Khanh grew bigger everyday. Toge-
ther with the students and people of all faiths, several other categories
of population of the urban areas in the South participated with great spi-
rit in the struggle. The “chair" occupied by Khanh was upset by the people
within ten days. For the first time in the South, in an atmosphere of all
out opposition to the Americans, all categories of urban population fought
with bare hands, but also with such determimtion and unity in hatred of : 4
the Americans that the reactionary government became frightened and fell ’ f
although they were armed to the teeth. On Avugust 25, the Americans had to \
back out and to set up the triumvirage of Khanh-Minh-Khiem, in the hope -
of smoothing out the situation, The Americans instructed their lackeys to
herald that the "triumvirate" was set up "to take charge of government af.
fairs for a period of two months pending the organization of a civilian g0 f
vernment", This was the fourth coup d'etat within lass than 9 months, or
since the downfall of Diem. The Americn authorities were trying to keep
the situation in the South from deteriorating until the American presidenw :
tial elections are over. ' ‘f

But once again the hopes of American imperialism failed to materia.
lize: internecine feuding among their lackeys kept growing; taking advan.
tage of Taylor's trip back home, a number of generals and superior officers
of the South staged another coup d'etat in the night preceding the 13th of
September, and brought the puppet regime of the South to an unprecedented
situation of grave crifis. The coup group accused Khanh of Yhigh treason
gaianst the fatherland", and demanded his ouster from the government and
the army, But the "Jjoint military and civilian committee for national sal.-
vation" set up by the coup group had hardly functioned for one day that the
Americans found ways and means to bring Khuyen Khanh back to power on the
14th of September, 1964, And thus, the illegitimate power in the South was
"putsched" for the sixth time within 300 days.

. Until today, although the US imperialists have tried to settle the
dispubes between various antagonistic grabbing groups and returned to the
triunirate mode of government; the conflicts between their lackeys in the
South have not been solved, the crisis still lingers on., The organizers of
the coup were mercilessly thrown in jail or dismissed, However, new conflicts |
dppeared netween the military and reactionary politicians, between the ol.
dor generals and the young turks, and between the illegitimate central po.
wer with those of the regions, etec.. A number of military forces, politieal
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is all the more beyond the subjective desire or the temporary and unconvin-
cing settlement put forth by Washington. The main reason behind the last

ocoup was the fact that our people and our forces in the South have administe-
red crushing blows upon the agressive and warmongering efforts of the Ameri-
can imperialists. The first few months of the Johnson-McNamara plan were wi
thout result., The sterngth of the National Liberation Front of the South was

~ increasing, liberated areas in the South were becoming more numerous and

strengthened, and the anti-US movement was not only spreading in the country
side but also in the cities.

By setting up a militarist dictatorial regime, the American imperia-
lists and their lackeys can only increase the degree of opposition to their
policy in the country. The people is no longer dupe of their demagogic and
conciliatory measures nor of their phony sologans about freedom and demo-
cracy. No matter what general was assigned, what strategy has been used,

what ambassador has been recalled or replaced, this puppet regime or that
puppet regime has been established, etc.,they still cannot escape an esta. |
blished objective rule which says that the agressors and their lackeys will
definitely be defeatecd, and the struggle of our people in the South to li-
berate the nation will definitely be victorious, : i

More than ever before, our people in the South realized that there |
is no government that can call itself a genuine government for the people X
and not opposing the aggressive American imperialists. No deceitful argument :
of the American imperialists can stand up as long as their soldiers and lac- |
keys are still conducting a bloody war against our people whose only wishes :
were peace, reunification, independence, freedom and democracy. No perfidious
effort on their part will know success when world opinion already condemned
the dirty war in South Vietnam as "McNamara's war" and their lackey aymy in |
the South as "the largest mercenary force in the world to fight beside the
Americans", The warmongering and aggressive policy of the US imperialists
in South Vietnam is leading the US into a tunnel without exit, and finally
to conplete and total defeat. :

At the beginning of last August, the Johnson-McNamara group put into
effect their plan of taking the war to North Vietnam with acts of provoca-
tion in the Gulf of Tonkin, openly launched an air attack upon the coastal
areas of the North, and then declared that they have regained the upper hand.
That vms only an attempt to disengage themselves from their owm engulfment
in the South, to give moral support to their lackeys, and at the same time
to counter the attacks of the Republican Party during the presidential elec. |
tion in the United States, and finally to gain their allies' support for
their aggressive war in South Vietnam, ]

During that period of provocations, the American imperialists have
suffered crushing blows administered by our army and our people., Despite a i
meticulous plan encompassing all aspects of their military, propaganda, and
diplomatic apparatuses to slander us, the world opinion still condemned
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to our correct position, are nor only repealing the contemptuous attempts
of the American imperialists, but are also helping those who are still un-
certain the American-dominated peaceful role of the UN to acquire a clearer
view of the stubborn nature and perfidipus effort of the American imperia-
lists, :

In implementing their aggressive and warmongering policies in South
Vietnam, the American imperialists went from one defeat to another on
every front, Their efforts to extract from self.engulfment in the South
were still withour success,

Suffering from successive defeats and trapped in a dead-end, the
American imperialists stiall have not dearned their historical lesson., They
still trying to step up their criminal war in South Vietnam, still trying
to expand the war to all Indochina and to carry out their adventurist po-
licy in Southeast Asia.

Hand in hand with the implementation of a series of measures aiming
at stepping up their special war in SVN to a new height, the American
imperialists have also launched a slander campaign against the DRV as an
excuse to expand the war to the North,

Right after the bombing and strafing of the North Vietnamese shore.
lines August 5, 1964, the American imperialists continued to strengthen
their 7th fleet operating on the China Sea. They also continued to hurl
more agresive declarations with regard to the North, Their airplanes and
warships continued to violate the DRV's airspace and territorial waters.
It was all too clear that their provocations and destructive acts were not
of a temporary nature nor separate incidents, but were part of a long ran-
ge plot of the American imperialists' agressive and warmongering policy
toward our country. This is an integral part of their "limited war® or
"special war" strategy in the South.

The more defeats they suffered in the South, the more foolhardly
were their acts of provocation and sabotage in the North, The so-called
"new incident in the Gulf of Tonkin" which they had drummed up in the
night of September 8, 1964, was but another proof of the above-mentioned
American plot, The fact that they declared that "this incident is closed"
didrnot induce our people and our ammy to relax their vigilance. For we
realized that the struggle of our southern compatriots against the American
imperialists and their henchmen will continue and will become more resolute.
The military force used by the American imperialists to provoke and to at-
tack the North is being strengthened and stand ready to commit new crimes
against our people in the North.

A rule which the imperialists and the reactionary forces cannot es-
cape in their dealings with the people's revolutions was that they will go
from destruction to defeat, more destruction,then more defeats until they
suffer a complete defeat. Thus, our people in the North should heighten
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Most recently, when they were through with their provocations in the Gulf
of Tonkin on September 18, 1964, they immediately sent to SVN an addition-
al number of bombers,

In spite of all the adverse comments and opposition on the part of
world opinion, and in spite of all the defeats they have suffered, the
American imperialists are still trying to find new ways to further their
criminal war against the people of SVN.

As regards Cambodia, the American imperialists and their lackeys in
South Vietnam have repeatedly violated the border and territory of this
kingdom. They even used chemical poisons and launched air attacks against
the Khmer people. Recently, they were arming the Khmer Sray force of Son
Ngoc Thanh with the view to use them to carry out their acts of provocation
and warmongering against the people and the govermment of Cambodia,

With regard to the kingdom. of Laos,beside their effort to revive
and to step up the civil war in this kingdom to regain possession of the
liberated areas in the hands of>the Pathet Lao and the neutralists with
the help of their lackeys, the American imperialists and their South Viet-
namese lackeys have blatantly used SVN as a springboard to invade Laos,
Their airplanes took off from bases in SVN to carry out bombing missions
in liberated areas of Laos, and they are prepared to bring the American
special forces as well as their South Vietnamese and Taiwanese lackey for.
ces to fight against the patriotic forces of Laos.,

The long range and perfidious plot of the American imperialists po-
licies in SVN is to force the United Nations into intervening in the inter-
nmal affairs of the Indochinese countries, to use the world organization as
a shield to carry out their aggressive dream either by means of an inter-
national armed intervention or by political maneuvers,

Experiences gathered in Korea, in the Middle East, in Congo, and in
Cyprus recently have demonstrated that the UN has been and is being used
and controlled by the American imperialists to disguise their policies of
armed intervention and aggression. Our government and our people have been
and are determined to unmask and to struggle against any attempt on the
Part of the American imperialists to force the UN into interfering in the
affairs of SVN and the other Indochinese countries as well.

To extract themselves from the deadlock and self-engulfment, and
also to regain a superiority in the South, the American imperialists sent
to South VN their best generals and diplomats, such as Maxwell Taylor who
was called "the best general of the United States", and Alexis Johnson as
"the best trouble-shooter" to South Vietnam. These two were sent to SVN
during the most critical moments with the hope to find a way out according
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position of the National Liberation Front of SN,

Due to their stubborn nature, the American imperialists will never
voluntarily abandon their aggressive ambition. Bach coup d'etat was an oc-
casion for the Ameriecan imperialists' lackeys to liquidate each other cau.
sing a greater dent among their rank. And if the successive erises which

- the governing body of South Vietnam had to go.through represented a gra-

dual collapse of the American imperialists® influence there, then they
would also have created favorable conditions for the South Vietnamese
people to step up their patriotic struggle to bring the revolution to a
new forward step.

If the American imperialists and their lackeys are still unwilling
to learn from the defeats they had suffered during the last few years,
stubbornly carrying on their criminal aggressive acts toward our southern
compatriots, then it is almost certain that our Southern brothers will
continue to inflict heavier blows, and will finally boot them out of the
South,

The deciding factors in the development of the situation in South
Vietnam are not the amount of weapons and dollars which the American im-
perialists poured in there but the will of our people. Their strength is
invincible, Under the leadership of the National Liberation Front of SN,
the people of the South are determined to struggle against the American
imperialists and their lackeys. The just struggle of our Southern brothers
has been receiving a firm support from 17 million of their compatriots in
the North and of the advanced people the world over. Any American impe.
rialist® attempt will undoubtedly be smashed., Through two wars of resistan-
ce against the French imperialists and now the American imperialists, the
heroic people of South VN will be the final winner.

The people of North Vietnam have always followed and supported the
struggle of their 14 million brothers in the South, and unconditionally
supported the National ILiberation Front's position with regard to the
solution of the South Vietnamese problem, On our part, we will strive to
heighten our vigilance and will always be ready to smash all provocative
and destructive attempts of the American imperialists and their lackeys,
to protect the socialist North Vietnam, to give a firm backing to the just
and patriotic struggle of the people of South VN with a firm belief in
their fianl victory and in the reunification of our fatherland.

6158
C50:3520.D - END -
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