


06 aDTOpe 

Jifqa11 Muxa1/1108L/l/ JJJ,edpoe po0Ll;1Cll (J 1933 zooy 8 oepe8He KOflO//OfJO /(aAyJICCKOll 0611acmu. 
B 1956 way OKOll'ltlll omdeJ1e1111e 3apy6e::>1c1wzo ,llaJtbf/ezo BocmoKa 11cmopu?Jec1<020 rjim<y11bmema 
MOl'KOBC/..'OZO rocyoapcmoe111wzo )'lll/8epcumema 1/,\1. M. B. Jlo,\IOHOCO/JO. KaHOUOam ucmopu-
11eCKUX HayK . 

./113 11oc.11e<)Hux 111111111ao11am11 11em CRb1111e iJec11m11 Moa11 IJJ,edpoe ::>1c1111 u pa6oma11 oo B&emuaMe. 
C nep11b1x <)ne1i a,Hep111<a11cKoti a2peccuu B 1<a•1ecmee Koppecno11de1m1a W3emb1 « ITpaeoa » OH 
11axovt1.1cll 110 MH02ux <fipo11max Ceeep11020 11 IO:i1CH020 B1>e1111wMa, Jlaoco u KaMuotJ::>1cu. /llea11 
IJJ,etJpoe 11epB1>11.1 113 coeemc1..-i1x ,11ooei/ 1106buJa,1 a oceo60::>1ctJe1111b1x pa1io11ax IO::>IC'llOZO Bbemua,Ma. 
IT poi'u)11 8.Mecme C 11ap111113aHCIWMI/ 0111pJl()Q,\llJ 6011ee J 200 K/fJIOMempon flO Ol'B060JICOeNllOLf U 

OKKy11upoaa111101i 111epp111nop1111, cosemcx111i .}l(:ypnn1wcm do111e11 oo ce11bc1mx npuzopoooe Cafizo11a. 
B l/llCJle Op)'i'llX llf/Ol'mpa111/b/X KOppec11011oeHIJ1(){j 011 6 rjieepa11e 1965 zooa 11epec)aaa11 113 ,lloHZXOll 
1U!pBbte pe11opma:J1c11 o 11al/011e m1pa11u'Ko1i 1101i11b1 CillA npomua ,llPB. flaaJJCObt <JO ape.MR a.~1epu-
1w11cK11x 60;116apoupoBoK 11 ap11106cmpe11oq 11011y1.1a11 Ko11my311u . 

./tfaaHOM ll(eopo<JblM 11anuca110 BoceMb 1w11z. M11oe11e 113 uux paccKOibramom o :>1cu3u11 u 
6opb6e abe11111aMCKOlO 11apot)a. <l>p0Hmoa1>1e penopma::>1c·11 flfecma lliedpoaa 0111Me'le11b1 11peM11eli 
11;11e11u B. B.Bopoac1<ozo Co103a JIC)'(ma1111cmoa CCC P. 

About the A uthor 

frr111 Mikhai/011icll Slichedro11 \\las born in the village of Kopo11ovo, Kaluga Region, in 1933. 
He graduated from Mosco w Stale Uniliersity in 1956 and specialized in the his10ry of Far Eastern 
countries. He holds 1/ie degree o.f Candidate of Sciences ( history) . 

For more 1/Ja11 ten years in the last fifteen years, Ji.an Shchedrov lilied and worked in Vie1110111. 
As a Pravdu correspo11dew, lie co .. ered the war in North and S01alr Viemam, in Laos and Cambodia 
since tire jirs1 days of the US aggressio11 there. h 1a11 Sltc/1eclrol' was a111011g the ftr:ll So11ie1 people 
10 visit 1/te liberated areas of South Vietnam. Together with guerrilltt .fighters, he made a trek of 
more than 1,200 kilometres across liberated and occupied territory and reached Saigon's enviro11s. 
In February 1965. along ll'illr other foreign correspo11de111s, he began sending our dispatches from 
Do11ghoi abow 1/ie US piratical IVar against the DR V. Tll'fre he was shell-shocked during US air­
raids and s//elli11gs. 

han Slic//edrov is 1/ie author of eiglrt books. Some oj tlrem are abow the life and struggle of rhe 
Vietnamese people. Slrchedro1•'s u·ar repor1i11g has 111011 /ii111 the Voro1•sky Prize i11s1iruted by the 
U11io11 of Writers of the USSR. 
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« Henpepbmna11 Qellb n030pH:.blX oposaJioo - BOT 

'leM o6epny JlHCb na npaKTHKe aoauTiopm.1e JaMLICJILI 

aMepmcanc1mx arpeccopoe. HH 6oM6aMH H cnapHAaMH, 
HH XDTpOCTblO nOJDITH'leCKHX HHTpHr HM He y .ll3JI0Cb 

CJIOMIITb BOJllO napo.na COQHaJIHCTil'leCKOH CTJUlllbl -

,ll;eMOKpam'lttKoii Pecny6JU1Ku BbeTHaM, naTpHOTOB 
IOlKfmro Bben1aMa, Jlaoca u KaM60)l)KH. TaK 6y]:{eT 

H Bnpe.llb ». 
vb 06paweHIDI X:X:lV Cbe3Aa Knee 
« Cso6o.ny tt MMp RapoaaM VIH.D.OKHTa}J ». 

"The reckless designs of the US aggressors have 
turned into an endless chain of ignominious failures. 
Neither bombs and shells nor cunning political intrigues 
could break the will of the people of the socialist country, 
the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, and the patriots 
of South Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia. And this will 
hold true in the future as weU. " 

From the Appeal " Freedom and Peace 
to the Peoples of lndo-Cruna '' issued by 
the 24th Congress of the Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union. 



He!lb3Jl MOJJ4aTb, He!lbJH CTOS!Tb B CTOpoRe, Korna PH.LlOM JlbeTC.R KpOBb .a.eTeH, CTapH­
KOB, )f(eRW.HH, Kor.na noru,1xa1-0T ropo.Lla H cena, illKOJlbI 11 rocmrra.nH, no.uo)l()f(eHHble HHTep­
BeHTaMK ... 

Hem,351 MOJl'iaTb, HeJJb3'1 CTO.RTb 8 cropoHe, Kor,n,a ceo6o.rzy IIbJTal-OTCH 3aKOBaTb B 

Kan.uaJID1, paccTpeJJstTh. 

Harn penopTa)K o eoliae eo BbeTHaMe .uoKyMeHTaJieH OT nepBott .uo noc11e;J,Hett cTpa­
HHUbt. 

Jl3bilCOM cpaKTOB, KaKHMH. 6bl OHM. IDI IlOKa3aJJllCb )((eCTOKHMJ1, Mb[ paccKa)((eM cypoey.1-0 
npae.rzy 0 caMOH 60JiblIIOH, caMOH 6eo1enoBe'iHOH BOHHe, IlOJlbIXa1-0meli B 3TH .UHH Ha Harnej;j 
nnaHeTe. 

<t>oTorpacpmt, OTCH.RTbie Ha nom1x cpaJKeHHH H BO cppOHTOBbJX TbIJlaX, penOpTa)KH, 
nepe.naHHb1e rro ropsitt11M cne.D,aM c MeCT co6bJTHR, paccKaJbIBa.I-OT o npecrynnetuu1x O)lHOH 
H3 Moryw.ecTeeHlibIX ,[(ep)l(aB MHpa npOT11B 40·MHJIJIFIOHHOTO Hapo.l(a, He BCTaawero Ha 
xoneHH, a no)lIDlewerocH OT Mana tJ.O eeID1Ka na 6opb6y Ja npaeo )((HTb Ha ceo6o.n.Hoi1 
3eM11e OTUOB, npa.ne.noe, 3a apaeo MeqTaTb H coJH.UaTh ceoe 6y.n)'Il(ee. 

MbI o6BmrneM I MbI npH3hmaeM CKa3aTu : « HeT ! » 6aH.a.11rcKoH arpeccirn Coe.zumeHHhIX 
II.ITaTOB AMep11K11 rrpoTHB My)((ecTBeHHoro Rapo.ua BbeTHaMa. « HeT ! » - 3aKoHaM .n)((yH­
rneli .e OTHowe1mnx MeJK.rzy m-0.l{bM,11. «Her ! » - yrHeTemno o.nHoro Hapona .npyrnM. 

EcJIH Ka)((JlbIH HJ l.feCTHblX mo.ueH: JeMJIB, )((}JBYIUHX non 0.l(HHM He60M, Ha O.llHOH nna­
HeTe, CKa)l(eT TBep.l(Oe « HeT » npeCTynHOH BOHHe, HM.Ilep11aJIHCTfflieC1COMY pa360tO, c.uenaeT 
BCe 3aBHCSIWee OT Hero, npecrynneFme MO)((eT 6b1Tb OCTaHOBJleHO. OrneHHbrn CMepq BOKHbI, 
HCneneJUIIODllfH Tena H .nyillH MHJlJIHOHOB, MO)((eT 6bITb noryweH. TaK CKa)((J1 )((e H Tbt ceoe 
CJIOBO, q11TaTeJlb. BCTaHb c HaMH B MHJlJlHOHHble pSI~l JltO,Lieli, KOTOpble cpa)((atOTCSI 3a 
cseTJI.oe 6y11.ymee l.fenoeeqecTaa 6e3 noJKapM:UJ. pa360i1HH'lhKX eoi1n, paJO)l()KeHHbrx aMepa­
KaRcKHM HMnepeamt3MOM BO BbeTHaMe a .l(pyrnx TO'TKax nnat-1eThI, 3a 6e306na •rnoe He6o H 
Ul3eTym y1-0 3eMJTl-O 6e3 y)f(aCOB SI.l(epHbIX I<aTaCTpocfJ. 

Ilpecryn.nemre )l.OJUKHO 6bITb OCTa.HOBneHO ! 
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It is impossible to be silent, impossjble to stand aloof, when the blood of women and 
children is flowing, when towns and villages, schools and hospitals are in flames, set ablaze 
by forces of intervention ... 

It is impossible to be silent, impossible to stand aloof, when attempts are being made 
to shackle and shoot down freedom. 

This report on the Vietnam war is a documentary account of that war. 
Based entirely on facts-however brutal they may seem-it telJs the grim truth about 

the biggest and most inhuman war now raging on our planet. 
Pictures taken on the fields of battle and in the rear, and on-the·scene dispatches reveal 

the crimes committed by one of the world's major powers against a nation of 40 million, 
who have refused to be brought to their knees and who have risen, young and old, to fight 
for their right to live a free life on the land of their forefathers, for the right to plan and build 
their future. 

We accuse, and we call on everyone to say "No ! " to this aggression of the United 
States of America against the courageous people of Vietnam, " N,o ! " to the law of the jungle 
in human relations," No ! "to the oppression of one nation by another. 

If all the upright people on Earth, who live beneath a single sky, upon the same planet, 
say a firm " No ! " to this criminal war, to imperialist brigandage, if they do everything in 
their power to help end this war, this crime can be halted and the conflagration ki lling millions 
can be stopped. Such is the message of this book. It is an appeal to the reader to join the 
ranks of the millions who are working for a bright future without the flames of war as that 
started by US imperialism in Vietnam and other parts of the world. Tt is an appeal for a 
cloudless sky overhead and a flourishing land underfoot, without the horrors of nuclear 
cataclysms. 

The crime must be halted ! 
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HECKOJThKO CJIOB 0 BOHHE 

A FEW FACTS ABOUT THE WAR 



repOW!CCKaK 1'I Tpam•1eCK:l!l JteTOilltCb BOiiHbl DO 
Bben<aMe eUJ,e He JaBeprneRa. On:a muueTcK tta 
nomrx eoe}{f{b!X H rpIDKAaJICKJu<. 6m11, ua 6eperax 
MeKoHra u Kpac1<oii peK1!, n ywe.1tMlX ~r .D.OJIHHax 
6oJibworo xpe6Ta, rop11oro 1maTo T3iUcryeu, n 
cTap11HHblX JaJTax JJ:oMa l<OH<.l>epeIIU;Hlr tta napIDKcKo~ 
aeemo Kne6ep. Bolma apoAOJDKaeTCH, YllOCa HOBble 
)KepTBbl, npll'lJIIUU{ CTpaJJ,aIDOt JC HeClJaCTb!l Ml.tn.mro­
HaM mo.n:eii, BC.SI (( rnrna » KOTOpb!X COCTOJfT JU(Wb 
B TOM, •no omr po;aKmicb .eo BbeTHaMe, no omt 
xoT.llT caMH pacnopIDKaTbc.sr cy.D.b6ofi ceoeu crpaHbJ. 

flemOM /968 200Q HQ 80Cb.MOM WOY 8ben!llUMCKO/( 

aea11m1opb1 Coeou11eH11b1e mmambt A.;11ep11K11 npow11u 
caoeo6pa311bti1 apeMe11Ho1"4 py6e:>1c - a2peccufl oo 
BbemHaMe cmaAa caMoii OAu111101i eormo1i, Komopy10 
K020a-Au6o eenu Coeo11HeHHbte mmambt. 

n epro.ni aMepmcal{CKml COJI)l:aT 6bJn y6ttT, K3X 
yr.aep)f(,uaeT TleHTaroH, e 196 1 ro,o.y. 4epe3 AeCICTb 
JteT n0Tep11 paaem1Mlr K y6J.rrbtMlf 3Kcne.n.iri.J,1rnHRoro 
Kopnyca CWA BO BbeTl{aMe, cornac1-m JtDuo Jamt­
)f(eHHbtM .D.aHHhJM nee Toro )f(e OeKTaro1ta, npeBblCJonr 
300 TblCH'I COJt,D.0.T li oqnwepoB. )If 3TO, He C'ITITast 
COTeH TblCJf'I, yfotTblX K p3.HCHblX aJJtllTCKHX uaeMlfH­
KOB Baw1mn otta. TbtCll'll! aMepllXaHCKHx. :aoernro­
CJcy)f(all{}fX eueceH bt B cnucKlr « npona»wnx 6c3 
Beene ». lio.JibWHHCTBO H3 HHX 11.axo.n11TCJI B nnetty. 
HeKOTOpb1e yiKe 6once ~ecstT11 JlCT. 

A;11ep111w11c1cafl azpeccu11 oo Bbem11aMe - caMa!I 
ommie11b1w11, caMa.R 1<poeo11poA1111111M u J1cecm0Ka11 
001i11a 11a 11mue1i 1111a11eme 11oc11e OK01t'la11u11 omopofi 
M llp0801l 60/fl/bl. 

HpoT1r.e My)f(ecTnemroro .BbeTuaMcKoro aapo.na n 
pa·Jrap 3CKa.naa.mt aoiiHhJ 6btJlO 6poweuo CBbrwe 700 

10 

The heroic and tragic record of the Vietnam war is 
not yet complete. lt is being wri tten on the fields of 
military and civil battles, on the banks of the Mekong 
and the Red River, in the gorges and valleys of the 
Cordillera of Annam, on the mountainous plateau or 
Tay Nguyen and in tbe ancient balls of the Conference 
House on Avenue Kleber in Paris. The war continues, 
taking its toll of human lives and bringing misery and 
suffering to mill ions of people whose only guilt is that 
they were born in Vietnam and want to shape the 
future of their country themselves. 

Jn the summer of 1968, the eighth year of the Vietnam 
war, the United States of America broke a record: its 
aggressive war in Vietnam became the longest war it had 
ever waged. 

The Pentagon claims U1at tbe nrst time a US soldier 
was killed in this war was in 1961. Ten years later the 
number of casualties of the US Expeditionary f orce­
again according to Pentagon figures which are ob­
viously lower than the actual figures-exceeded 
300 thousand men and officers. And this did not 
include the hundreds of thousands of casualties among 
Washington 's Asian mercenaries. Thousands of US 
servicemen have been listed as "missing". Most of 
them are prisoners; some have been imprisoned for 
more than ten years. 

The US war of aggression in Vietnam is the longest, 
bloodiest and cruellest war 011 our planet since the 
Second World War. 

At the beigbt of the escalation of the war, over 700 
thousand US and other troops of intervention were 
hurled against tb.e Vietnamese people. This was tnrce­
quarters of the US land army. Besides this, U1e US had 



TblCK'I aMep1ocaucKHX Ii apo'!lrx HHTepBel!TOB - TPH 
•1eTBepnc aMeplfKaHCKOH cyxoayTBOlf apMIO{, OKORO 
.ueyx rpeTel1 T8KTifllecxoi1 ruuraumt, y,naplilUI rpyn­
mlponKa 11ot:Jiliu-MupcKJfX cuJr CillA - 7-u q,,w·1. A 
ecero 3a noc.neAJUie weCTb JteT lia JO)KBOBbeTHaMcKoM 
cl1pmnc, no Jl.8lOCblM DeHTaroHa, B o6mefr CJTO)l(1:£0CT11 
soeBano 6onee 2,5 MlfJIJOlOHa aMepuxaRCKUX con,naT 
If otf>mJ,epoB. Ill ceii'l8C IIO,ll. BOCJIHbIM KOMaHD;Ol!amreM 
CWA B fO>KltoM BbeTHaMe .zrelicnyeT nOJtYTopa­
M1mmcoHHaK rpynmcpoaxa aMeplilCaHo-cai1roHc1mx 
noi1cK. « BaKyyM », 06pa3osanumiicll e pe3ynbTaTe 
'18CTH'lllOro Bbl:BO,ll8 c JteTa 1969 ro.na aMepm<aHCKllX 
•1acTei.1, 8DTOM8TK'ICCKJT 3800.IIIDlCTCSl cat!TOHCKHMH 
noso6paHuaMu-uaeMID(l(8Wt BawnH:rToHa. 

Ha BbCTl{B.MCKOM ~>po11Te HCDOJtb'3yeTC.9 :ecn RO­
.BCHW8SI. BOCKH8l{ TeX}{l-1Ka CilJA, 38 (.{CKJTIQ<!eimeM 
JtACpHoro opy)l(l-Ut. ApMa.ua 10 5 TbtC.ll'r 6oeebcx 
caMOJICTOD H neproneTOB, Ky ,na BXo)J;5CT coe.n;irnemur 
ceepxMou.ur1>1x ruraHTOD « B-52 » crpareruqecKoil 
anuawm C WA, pa360H:H1PlaeT B rpo30BOM ae6e, 
uauocJt 60M6oeb1e tt paxeTHb1e yJJ.apbI ao ropo.a.aM 11 
cenaM, .D,oporaM lf ape,nnplliITIDlM. 

Ca111u a,11ep111<a1t1/bl nooc1111ma11u, 1mw 8 xooe 8bem-
11a,11c1<0ti BOiillbl 60ellll0· 8030JlllHblMU CllJ1a,11u CfilA 
c6po1ue11 11yd06UU(/lblli 6o.M608blll i!py3 - 6 AIWLJIUOHOB 
11101111. B oyMarimecb mOAbKo. 3mo :Hee no 150 KUJIO­
zpaMM08 c1o1epmo11oc11020 ypazO/la Ha na:J1ciJoi!o Bbem­
HOMl/a om ~pyOHOZO AtJlaiJeHIJa u iJo 6ec110MOL//HOZO 
cmap11Ka. 

3mo :>ice 11yooBUL1/J1b1e yoapb1, pae11ble no caoeii 
pa3pyw11meJlbllOii cu11e 300 (mpeMcmaM !) amoMHbW 
60M6a;11, nooo611b1M mori, 11mo npeBpamU11a Xupocui11y 
a zpyoy nen11a. 

committed two-Lhirds or its tactical air force. and the 
7th Fleet. AJI in all, accorcLing to the Pentagon, more 
than 2.5 million US soldiers and officers have seen 
action in South Vietnam in the last six years. At present 
under the US Command in South Vietnam are 
1.5 mjtlioo US and Sa.igon troops. The " vacuum " 
formed by the partial withdrawal of US units since the 
summer or 1969 is filled automatically by Saigon 
mercenaries recruited by Washington. 

Except for nuclear weapons, the United States is 
using all its most advanced means of warfare on the 
Vietnam front. An armada of five thousand war-planes 
and hel icopters, including B-52 strategic super­
bombers, engages in aerial pi:racy over Vietnam, 
raining bombs and rockets on towns and villages • 
roads and factories. 

The Americans rhemsel11es have estimated that in the 
cour se of tile Vietnam war their air force has dropped 
bomb loads amounting to the monstrous total of six 
ml/lion tons. Just consider what this means. This means 
150 kilograms of bombs to every Vietnamese.from babe.s 
in arms to helpless old people! 

These bombing strikes are equivalent in destructive 
power to 300 atomic bombs of the type dropped 011 

Hiroshima. 

This is far more than tlte total bomb load dropped by 
the United States Air Force during World War II 011 
Nazi Germany. militarist Japan, aud their allies. 

At the same time the United States is conducting 
chemical warfare oo a scale without precedent in 
human history. Such means of mass destruction as 
napalm, Lncendiary bombs, magnesite. white phos-
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3mo IWMllOi!O 6011bwe Bcex 6oM6, c6powe1111brx 
a,11ep11Ka11c1w1i ao11az1ueii a zoobt omopoli .A1upoao1i 
BOlirlbl 110 ifiawucmCKJIO I'epMOHUIO. .Atll/IU/napuc­
lllCKJIO flllOHLIJO II !IX COl<J311llK08. 

B ui1-1.poKHX, neml.nan1CLrx ewe B w.cTop1m 'ICJlO­
ac•1ecTBa, MacwTa6ax. CoemmeHRblC lllTaTbl ae.nyT 
x11Mll'tecKyK> BOHR}'. BapnapcKRe cpe.ncTBa Maccono­
ro YJ01 11TO)l(ClilIJI - HanaJIM. TepMHTOBbJe 60M6b1, 
MarHC311T, 6CJlbtii (~OCQJOp, CJie30T0'JJlBbte ra'lbl ll 
Sl)J.OBllTbte DelllCCTDa - l{CnOJib'lYfOTCl{ nponm rpa­
)1(,!J.aHCl(OfO HaCeJlCHllSI. 

Jll!Wb Ja 1961-1969 roJJ.bl )!(CpTBaMll npecrymmro 
XHMIC'leCKOrO 3KCnep1rMe}{Ta CTaJnl 6once I 300 TblC. 
BbeTH3MUeB. nocJie,/lCTJHlli OTpaBJlelUUI '!eJlOBC'leC­
KOfO opramtJMa y')Ke cero.n.Wt cKaJbrna10Tcst tta 
noTOMCTBe - 6yA}'w.eM BbeTt-caMa. ltbeecnCbt MHO­
ro•u1c11c1'Ulble cJiy<ta11, Korna y 6y.o.ywMX MaTepeil, 
nonanumx. B Sl)J.OBHTbltt AO)!(,llb JUnt TyMaH, pO)K,QnJIJCCb 
Jl.CTJf-ypO/lbl. 
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phorus, tear gases, and poisonous chemicals are being 
used against civilians. 

In 1961-1969 more than 1.3 million Vietnamese feU 
victim to this criminal chemical experiment. Chemical 
poisoning is already affecting Vietnam's future, its 
children . Many instances have been recorded where 
pregnant women being exposed to poisonous chemicals 
in the form of rain or fog gave birth to deformed 
babies. 

The spntying of defoliants-highly concentrated 
poisonous chemicals-has already destroyed one­
flfth of tbe forests in South Vietnam. 

This sin ister chemical war is being stepped up. For 
the 1970-1971 fiscal year, the Pentagon ordered an 
additional 1.3 million gallons of defoliants. 

And this is not all. The secret " Pentagon Papers" 
published in the US press in the summer of 1971 , 
disclosed that the US ruLing circles had been planning 





K 1tacTOJllUCMY BpeMemc B pe3yJJbTaTe pacllhmeHHJt 
(( ACcpom1aHTOD )) - AAOXHMJTI(aTOB BbJCOKOii KOH­
u.eBTJ>aLum - y'lKe }'l{li'!TO'lKeHa o.lllla nJ1TaJ1 Bcex 
necoB IQ)l(}{oro BbeTHaMa. 

A 3JIOBewaJl xlt:M11<1ecKast noH:Ha Ha6upaeT TeMIIb1. 
Ha I 970-197 I 6!0.U)KCTllblH fOA n eHTarOUOM 6blJIO 
3aKa3aHO AOnOJIHlITeJtbHO 1,3 MJIH.ra.JtJlOHOB « Ae­
cpoJil{a KTOB )) . 

Ho a :no KC ace. ConceM He,!1.3.BHO, neToM 1971 
ro,!l.a, ll3 ony6mcKoeal{JCOro n aMepl{Ka'F{CllliX ra3eTax 
CeKpCTH:OrO ,!1.0KJlUAU n e1narona CT3JTO "13.BeCTUO, 'ITO 
npa»fl.U~He 1epym Coc,!l.1C1LelCltblX lliTaToB Bblliaw1mam1 
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a nuclear war, with Vietnam as their first proving 
ground. 

On at least three occasions in the course of the 
Vietnam war, the US military-political leadership has 
seriously considered a top-secret plan of launching a 
"pre-emptive" nuclear strike at key targets in Vietnam 
so as to turo the tide of war. The Pentagon's list of top­
priority targets for destruction witb tactical nuclear 
bombs included Hanoi, which has a million inhabitants, 
and Haiphong, North Vietnam's second largest city, 
with a population of 300 thousand. 



ll BblRalilllB<UOT nnalibt pa3Bst3h1Bamut MepHOH BOttl{.bt. 
flt nepBhlM nna~apMOM J06paa Bi.eTl!aM. 

Ilo Kpaihreii Mepe TplDK)J.bl B xo,ne BbCTHaMCKOH 
Boibu,1 :aoeHHo-nOJil{TW1ecKHM pyxoBO.ll.CTBOM CWA 
cep.bC3HO o6C)')K,Ull.ll Cll CBepXCeKpeTHhrn OJI8H (( ynl)C>K­

.na1-0wero » JQ:1ep1<0ro y.napa aMep1rKaH.cKux noopy­
)l{eRHhtx c1rn no Kmo•1en.b1M o6oeICTaM BbeTH8Ma c 
U.CJlhlO H3MC}{}{Tb XO.A co6bITHJ1 B CBOIO nOJtb3y. 8 
'lHCJIO nepBoo•tepe,All.blX o6beKToB, HaMe'lCHlil>IX 
n eJrraroHOM AJUl YIU('lTO>KCBIDI. T8KTU'ICCKUMH S{.IJ.ep­
HbIMli 60M6aMJ1, nKJtro'lellht Xaaoil c MJUIJDCOH­

HhlM HaceJieHHeM 1< Xali<t>oK. BTopoii no BeJut'lmte 
ropo.n Ce11epHoro BbeTIIaMa c 300 T.btCll'laMH )f(JCTe­
neii. 

Hu CAe3bl. /Ill MOA//11161>1 .\IQllU!pe1i /le CAtozym 11ep11y1111> llM JICIUllll 

Neither tears nor prayers can bring them back to life. 
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GoAee 1,5 MUJ1Auo11a y6umbtX, MllAAUOllbl paHeHblX 
II UCl<OAe<lel/HblX, C8b/llle 200 JnblCJl<i 3az11a/l//blX JO 

KOJ/IO'IYIO np080JIOKY IO:JICH06bem11aMCKUX K0//1fA02epe1i 
- ma1<06bt 110 cezoiJw1 wnozu aap6apc1<ozo pa16011 
aA1epu1<aHCKOZO UMllepuaAU3Ma HO 6betnllaMCKOLi 1e1>1Ae. 
Kpo6a6a!l 6oi'mll 06ou11tacb Bawu1tw1011y s ¢aH~nac­
mu<tec1<y10 11u¢py - 200 MUJl.AuapdoB doA1tapo6. 

1p.ll3Hrut :soiiHa Coe.LUIBeJOih!X illTaToB npo.o.on­
)l(aeTCll. KruK):(hrH .o.eHb mfillh yMKO)KaeT 'IHCJIO 'leJio­
Be'lec1mx )f{CpTB, HCCCT rope TblCll'laM, .o.ecllTlCaM 
ThlCll.4 npoCTblX JDO,l],CH. 

11 He MO)KeT 6htTb CIIOKOHllOli COBeCTb ruo6oro 
'lecn1oro 'lenoBeKa, CCJDi OH mrqero ne c.o.ena.n. AJUl ee 
npe1q>awewu1. 

Mbt 8b111ocu.H UM coozl npuzoaop. 

Mbt 06Bu11J1e1>1 ! 
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M ore than 1.5 millio11S killed, millions wounded and 
crippled, and over 200 thousand people behind the barbed 
wire of South Vietnam's concentration camps . . . Such 
are the results to date of the savage piracy of US 
imperialism Off Vietnamese soil. This slaughter has cost 
Washington the fantastic sum of 200,000 million 
dollars. 

The dirty war of the Unjted States continues. Each 
day is adding to the toll of human lives and bringing 
grief to tens of thousands of people. 

No honest person can have a clear conscience today 
if he has done nothing to help end I.his war. 

We accuse those responsible for this war! 

• 
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01111 no/lllbl tn8Cp0oil pelllUMOCmU 6opombCJ/ c 8pOZOM u llC CJ/O:JH:Qlll opy:JH:1111, noi.a llQ /IX :JCMJIC lie 
ycma1106llf11Cll npo'IHb/U .lfllp 

They are resolved to fight and refuse to lay down their arms till a stable peace l.r won in Vietnam. 

- - ---- - - - - - - -
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MEiK,l(Y MHPOM II BOHHO:R 
ro,l(l>I 1954-1959 

BETWEEN PEACE AND WAR 
(1954-1959) 



cor~AUJEHHE3AKJIJOqEHO 

)l.e'BlfTb neT, AOJlrl{)( TJ>Y.IJ..Hbll( JTCT BOHHbl H, HaKO­
tte~ oKpbtmuomal{ no6e.na BbeTRaMCKOtt mpoAHOft 
apMJOC Ha.IJ.. <t>paRU}'3Cl(](Mlf 1COJIOHK3aTOpaMH BeCHOtt 
1954 ro.D..a rrpH )l.bcH6beucpy. A noToM 20 moJTll Toro 
>1Ce ro.ua B :>Ke11ene ewe o.1nca no6e.na - y'lKe fill .mmno­
Man14eCKOM <j>po11re. 

B TOT .neHb 'Ha MeJK.nyuapo.n.Hofr KORtf>epeKUffH 
6brm1, HaKotteu, .nocT1tr1-tyn,r cornawe}{J{l(. OTHbme 
OHR TaK H 6Y.D.YT Ha3br»aTbCSl (( )f(eHeBCtme COTJla­
wemur: no llln.noKHTalO 1954 ro.o.a » . 

Kmr<tiepeT«UOl npJ1crynK.na K o6c)')l(.nemuo Bon­
poca 0 Mlq>liOM pewemm l{l{,£\Ol<l{TaMCKOtt, n TOM 
'fl£CJle H BbeTHaMcxoif, npo6neMJ>r eme B aupene. Ha 
couem.a1mH 6btJ11l npe.ncTIW.1tel-Ib1 J<HO:ITepeconaHl:lhre 
oropOHbt: ,UPB, rocy11.apcTBo BbeTHaM (npo<j>pa>uly3-
cKID1 pe)l(l(M oao ,Ua.a}, KaM60JJ..)l(a, Jlaoc, cl>pmmmr, 
CCCP, KHP, AKrmtll 1t CUJA. 

OciiOBhl Mlq>rtoro yperymq>oBaIDUI BbeTifaMCKOii 
npo6J(eMbl 6bUU1 OTpalKellhl D 3aKJI10q1nenbHOil 
.neK11apau1or, a TaJotce D ABeua.nuant .npyrn:x .ll.OKYMeH­
TaX. B ornoweHKH 8bent:1Ma ouo, xax 6b1JTO YKa3aHo, 
)l.OJIJKRO ocyweCTB.IUCTbCI{ Ha OCKO.BC YBa)l(el{IDI (( rrp1m­
~OB fle3aB11cKMocni, e,wmcraa u reppmopna.m.­
aou ueJIOCTllOCTil » c TeM, 'IT06bt npe,nCTaBHTb 
BbeTllaMCKOMY Hapop,y B03M0)1(}{0CTb (( 00.IIbJOBaTbCR 
OCHOBKbIMl{ CB06o,o.aMlt, rapaU'rnpoBaHHbIMlC neMO· 
KpaTK'ICClCUMlf HHCTlCT)'T8MU, o6pa30BaHR.hJMH B pe-
3Y JibTare BCC06W.lot BbJ6opoB npn TafrnoM TOJIOCO­
Bamm ». 

)l.o Bhl60poB. KOTOpble 00,ll KOHTpOJieM MeJK..a,y­
R8pOA~(OH ICOMllCCHJl (YlH,nmi:, noJibrua u Katta..a,a) 
traMe'!el{O 6b1JTO npOBCCTIC 'B lllOJie 1956 ro.ua DO seer. 
crpatte, npe.L1.yCMaTp1lBanocb npexpawe1nte BoeJCHblX 
)l.OllCTDllK, C03,llal0te BpeMel-tl{Ott, ,llO OK0}(\13TCJ1bltOro 
yperymcposamui noJttmf'1ecKKX npo6neM, ACMRp­
x~ormoit JUDIHH no 17 napamteJI'H.. Ha TeppHTop1m 
CeBCpHoro BberRaMa anacTb aepe,ll.a.Ba.Jlacb npaBH­
Te.nbcruy )].PB, o JO)KHOM BbeTttaMe - BpeMeKRO 
a,o.MlffiHCTpBl(llH H BOOpy)l(Cl{HhlM CHJiaM cl>pamum. a 
3aTCM 8,ltMlfHHCTpBU111( rocy,o.apcTBa BbeTHaM. ne­
perpynm1poaicy BOOp}')KelUlbtX cttJt B CeaepnoM n 
IO)KHOM BbeTRSMe HaMe'!eHo 6b1no 3asepwUTb K 

MaJO 1955 ro.na H B mone Toro )l(e ro;na IDl'faTb 
Koucy11bTamm npe,o.cTaB1rre.rreit o6eux. '!acreii crpallbr 
o nop.11..llKe npose.nellWl BCeo6wnx Bb16opoa. 

lii.111K npJlHHTbl BO Blf.ICMawre 3AAlmeWf.ll apa1m­
Te.JlbCTila <l>paHUl·Uf 0 roTOBHOCTI( BblBCCTI{ CBOH 
BOHClUl TO JllH,nOKHT3R no llp0Cb6e JlUCITTCpecOBaH­
HhlX npalUITCJtbCTB. 

:>KeHeBCKlfMH comawelUtRM1c 1954 ro,na 6brno 
'lanpew.eno crpo1rren:bcTBo so BbeTRaMe H'ltocrpaH­
RbIX BOetlllbl X. 6a3, a npaB~lTCJlbCTBllM o6ewc. 'laCTei1 
C'fpa.Jll;l - Y'lllCTlfC B BOel{l(bCX COI03aX. 
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AN AGREEMENT JS REACHED 

After nine years of war against the French colonialist.s, 
the Vietnamese People's Army achieved a decisive 
victory over the French army in Dien Bien Phu in the 
spring of 1954. On July 20 of the same year the Viet­
namese people won another victory, this time on the 
diplomatic front in Geneva. There, at the international 
conference which was convened in April to discuss a 
peacefl.ll settlement of the Indo-Cbina question includ­
ing the Vietnam question~ agreements were 

1

reached 
. which came to be known as the •• 1954 Geneva Agree­

ments 011 Tndo-China " The confereace was attended 
by: the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, Vietnam 
(the pro-French regime of Bao Dai), Cambodia, Laos, 
France, tbe USSR, the People's Republic of China 
Great Britain, and the USA. ' 

The fundamental principles for a peaceful settlement 
of the Vietnam question were embodied in the Final 
Declaration and in 12 other documents. "So far as 
Viet-Nam is concerned," the Conference declared 
" the settlement of political problems, effected on th~ 
ba~i s of respect for the principles of independence, 
umty and territorial integrity, shall permit the Viet­
namese people to enjoy the fundamental freedoms, 
gunronteed by democratic institutions established as 
a result of free general elections by secret ballot. " 

Pending the elections, which were to be held in July 
1956 under the supervision of an International Control 
Corf!~~ssion (composed oflndia, Poland and Canada), 
host1 ht1es were to be stopped and a demarcation Line 
was to be established along tbe 17th parallel. This was 
to be a temporary demarcation line pending a final 
solution of the political problems. The territory of 
North Vietnam was to be administered by the govern­
ment of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam ~ that of 
South Vietnam, temporarily by the French authorities 
and armed forces, and tbeo by the Vietnam authorities. 
The armed forces of North and South Vietnam were to 
return to their respective bases by May 1955, and in 
July of that same year representatives of the two parts 
of the country were to begin consultations about the 
holding of the general elections. 

The Conference took note of the statements by the 
French government concerning its readiness to with­
draw its troops from lndo-China at the request of the 
governments concerned . 

The 1954 Geneva Agreements prohibited the estab­
lishment of foreign military bases in Vietnam, and the 
govemmencs in both parts of the country were for­
bidden to join military alliances. 

It was stated in the Final Declaration that the 
authorities in North and South Vietnam .. must not 
permit any individual or collective reprisals against 
persons who have collaborated in any way with one of 
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Kax. yKa3bJBaJTocb B 3aKJtlO'lHTeJlhHOH .neKJJapa1um. 

nnacnr Ccncp1-wro 11. IO)!(l{oro BbeTHaMa « n.e 
.!lO.IDKltbl nonyCKaTb lUUUCBlUlYaJihHOro ){]Jl{ KOJmeK­

TIOlHoro npecneJl.oBamtJ{ mm mrn 'IJJeHoB trx ceMefi, 
COTpyWfl{'laDWllX B K3KOH-mr6o <j>opMe c 0.llHOH K3 
CTOpOH BO BpeM11 BOlllbl ». 

O pe,ncraB1rreJtK 3amrrepecoBaHRblX CTopoa e c;ry­
'lae 3aTpynnem[J[ non)!Q{bt o6pautaTbcn x. o6mrM 
conpe.nce,naTeJU£M )l{eueecxoro co.seutamrn - rrpe.n­
CTaB1CTeJu1M Coeercxoro Co103a H AH:rmm. 

nyrb K C03Jl.aH1IlO C.n;HHOro, MlfpHOfO K He3aBUCU­
MOf0 BbernaMa 6b1Jl OTKpblT. 

TaK 11poxoi>w1a Me:HCiJy11opoiJHOR Ko11r}iepe11111111 s ){(euese fJ 
1954 zooy 

A view of tire 1954 Geneva Co11fere11ce in session. 

the parties during the war, or against members of such 
persons' families. " 

fn the event of any difficulties arising, represen­
tatives of the parties concerned were to appeal to the 
co-chairmen of the Geneva Conference: t he represen­
ta tives of tbe Soviet Union and Great Britain. 

The road was thus cleared to establishing a united, 
peaceful, and independent Vietnam. 

• 
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MMPHOE HE60 HA.l( KPACHOfl: PEKOH 

A PEACEFUL SKY OVER THE RED RIVER 



llepBeHetf ,11a1111111ocmpoe111m - Xa11oitc1..-111i Mexa111111ec1w1/ - acmy1111A B cmpot1. 

The co1111try's first mec/ianical e11gi11eeri11g factory i11 Hanoi started prod11ctio11. 

4 <jlenparuc 1955 ro.na npaBITTeJlhCTBO ,D.PB ony-
6mLKOBaJIO ,D.eICJiapan;mo no noapocy 06 ycnmo­
BJlClUCH l:IOpMa..rtbliblX OTHOWelUltt Me)l(.uy cenepHOH 
H 1mKHOi1 "lacntMlt crpa'flbl, npomnmo roromrocTb 
K ycTaRonnemuo KOHTaJ<TOB c fO)l(HOBbeTiraMCKl{MH 
nnacnrMu. 19 100JUL 1955 ro.na ape3H.D.eHT Xo IJI1r Mlm 
o6panUicH K BJiacnrM £0>KHoro BbeTaaMa ~c CTPattaM­
yitac~aM )l(enencKoro conemai-on1 c npe.n.no)l(e-
1meM TlpHCTymrrb 20 momi: 1955 ro.n.a K KOHCYJibTa­
~mtM OTHOCITTeJl.bHO npone.nenmi: BCeo6w.HX Bb16opoB. 
3TH ll .n.pynte npe)J.JlO)l(ClUUI l[e BCTj)eTIIIDl, 0,Ll.J{aKO, 
OTBCTHblX waron co CTOP'Olibl JOlKHOBbeTHaMCKUX 
nnacreii. 

nocne Toro, KaK neToM 1956 ro)J.a nceo6w.He 
Bh16opbl 6h1JIH cop:samr, rrpe.ncrasJITeJIJI ,D.PB n 1958 
ro.ny Bbl)lBIDfYJlH PH.LI. HOBbIX npe.ll)lO)l(ellui1 ao 
MHpROMY yperyllrrponamno nheraaMcKoro noapoca. 
3 MapTa npeMbep-MJnmcrp ,D.PB <l>aM .Baa .D,ow 
mmpaBHJI }(})!(}{OBbCTiffiMClGIM s.nacn[M o<jJJ{UliaJibHOe 
nocna1:me; co.n.ep)l(aewuecH n aeM npe.nno)l(eJUut 
CBO,D.l{Jll{Cb K cne,ay10meMy: COKpaTIITb BOopy)l(CRHble 
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On February 4, 1955, the government of the Demo­
cratic Republic of Vietnam issued a Declaration on 
the establishment of normal relations between the 
northern and southern parts of the country, and 
expressed its readiness to establish contacts with the 
authorities in South Vietnam. On July 19, 1955, 
President Ho Chi Minh addressed a proposal to the 
authorities in South Vietnam and to the Geneva 
Conference participants that consultations on holding 
the general elections begin the very next day, July 20. 
But this and other proposals met with no response 
from the authorities in South Vietnam. 

After the summer 1956 general elections had been 
torpedoed, the Democratic Republic of Vietnam in 
1958 made several new proposals for a peaceful 
solution of the Vietnam question. On March 3 Prime 
Minister of the Republic Pham Van Dong sent an 
official Jnessage to the authorities in the South. It 
contained proposals for reducing armed forces, 
normalizing relations in the field of trade, freedom of 
movement between the two parts and the exchange of 



CIUlbl, KOpMaJJli30BaTb ornowelQU{ B 06.rutCTJL TOp­
roBJUI, CD060Ab1 nepe,11,DIDKeHllR, o6Mc]{a Koppecnon­
,o.enu.1-1el1, DnJIOTh .o.o aeperosopon o npone.o.e•·HHl 
CD060Altb1X Bbl60pOB no nceil CTpal:le. n pe,Ll)lO­
)l(C•UOf 6blffif pa3B'l1Tbl B HODOM nocnamm npeMbep­
MJIHliCTµa )].PB OT 22 ).l,CKa6pJI 1958 ro.o;a. 0.D;Ha.KO 
HR1ruttanma )l.eMoKpaTl!'fCcKoli Pecny6nmm BbentaM 
crroBa non1tcna n noJ,eyxe. PacKon CTµam.1 npo,ll.OJDKaJI 
yrny6JUITbCJl. 

.11cnoJib3YR MHp11y10 nepe,o.b1illXy, CesepHba1 BbeT­
naM 3ane'f1ma.JJ TJI)l(eJibte pam.t, H3.liecel{l{b1e soIDloil. 
)l.ecsn1m ropo.u.oe eo3powcmrch 10 pynl{. 3a Koponodi 
cpoK o ropo.u.ax 6b1.rra morn1unrpoaa1ta MaccooaR 
6e3pa60T1rna, s ,ll.epen11e 3a.DeprneHa arpaprrasr pe­
ljlopMa. 

3aaepw1m noccTanooneIDre pa3pyrneKHoro xo311u­
CTea, )l.eM0Kpanc'lec1<a11 Pecny6m{J(a BbenraM Jan11na 
0 CBOCM BCTYnneH.Hll Ha nyTb CTµOKTCJTbCTBa couHa­
JHIJMa. B 1958-1960 ro).l.bJ 6brn ocywccTBneH 11epsb1i1 
TpexneTJUdi nrraH paJBHTil!l H npeo6pa30BaltliJl 3KO­
HOMltKH . B 15 pa3 Bblpocno no cpanH.eRmo c 1955 
ro.noM 'f11cno apoM bLlllJleHHb1x. npe.nnp11ITTwii. 

mail, and holding talks on free elections throughout 
the country. These proposals were further spelled out 
in the Prime Minister's subsequent message to the 
authorities in the South, of December 22, 1958. But 
the Republic's initiative once again met with no 
response. And the country remained divided . 

Lo North Vietnam the interlude of peace was used 
to repair the ravages of the war. Dozens of towns rose 
from their ruins, roads were rebuilt, and hundreds of 
lrilometers of railways were reconstructed. In cities 
and towns the problem of mass unemployment was 
solved, while in the villages an agrarian reform was 
carried out which by 1958 put an end to big landowner­
ship and transferred land to the peasants. 

Having rehabilitated its economy, the Democratic 
Republic of Vietnam announced that it was embarking 
upon the road of building socialism. From 1958 to 
1960 it carried out its first three-year plan of economic 
development and transformation. The number of 
industrial enterprises was now 15 times greater than 
it had been in 1955. The number of school pupils 
and college students in 1959-1960 reached 2.4 million. 
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HA,ll; MEKOHrOM crYmAIOTCR TYlll1 
BOtnil.I 

2 l 1no.JU1" 1954 ron.a npc31rn.eHT ClllA 3ii3ewcay3p 
JaABHJl, 'ITO Coen.lffl.eHHblC lliTaTbr ne csioaR.1>.1 
)l{e1teec1mw1 cornaUJC>l.lf.llMll 1954 ro.na ao BbeTHaMy. 
B rrpsrMoii JaBMCKMOcrn OT :noro oTMe)l(eBamu1 
Haxoromocb JaJ1.enem1e Hro )l,10<b ,Il.beMa, B TO speMJI 
ewe npeMbep-MlOi.KCTpa ca ii ro1(c1coro pe)l(llM.a, c.nenaH­
HOe UM 21 ceHTll.6psc 1955 ro.na. B HeM coo6wanocb. 
'ITO ero rrpaBl!TeJibCTBO .. e HaMepeHO IlATR IUI Ha 
Kaxoe coeewaime no noao,n.y <' 06weebeTHaMcK11x 
Bbl60pOB B 1956 roJJ,y ». 

BbeTHaMclOrn 3MHrpalIT B CWA, OH 6bUI .nocrnonett 
10 Coe.0JmeHHh1x lIITaTOB Ha caMoJieTe ltaJ<al{)'He 
)l{elteBCltlfX cornaweHKii I( cpa3y )!(e JaIDUl !C.IUO'ICBOH 
nocT npeMhepa. C nepeb1x. .nHeil eMy 6hlna oKaJaHa 
noAAep)l(Ka CillA. B 1955-1960 ro.Qbl Coe.n,1uteHlfb1e 
lli.TaTbr TIOKpbtean11 3a c•1eT CBOHX cpe)J.CTB -rpeTb 
rpa)l(,naRCKHX ll CFh1we •1eTb1pex nsrrb1x aoemtbrx. 
rocy.napcncH.KblX. pacxo.non IO>t<Horo BbeTHaMa. 

26 oKrn6pJI 1955 ro)J.a, ycrpamm 6ao ,[I.a.JI. c nocra 
rna:abr rocy~apcTea BbeTiiaM nyTeM T. H. Rapo.n:Roro 
pecj>epell'JlyMa, Hro ,ll,lULb .llbeM rrpoeoJrnawaeT 
co3,naJmc l1 lO>KHOM Sberna.Me Pecny6mun1 Bi,eruaM, 
a ce6si cc n:pe:m.a.emoM. KaK 11 n.o :noro, HO e 6011b­
WHX M8CWTa6ax. opoUMepl!KaHCKaJl rpynm1poaKa 
rrpon.oJDKaeT penpecc1fpoeaTb Tex, ~"To npmu£Man 
8KTHllHOe yqaCTlfe 8 )J.C8llTJ{JleTHeH noiiue K8K 1{8 

CTO-poHe .llPB, TaK J( l{U CTOpOHe c.t>pa:m.(lfil u 6aop,ace­
CKOTO rocy.n.apcTBa BbeTHaM. nocneAOBa.rta noop)'}KCH-
11aK pacnpaea c pemcnco3HblMJ( cexTa11it11 6mi:1>c1-0ett, 
Xoaxao, Kaan.aw. oprau1oauAAM 11 JI.ai1.sbeTa H .n.py­
mMJr. KOTOpb1e D cnoe npeMJt np10-ucMamT yqacn1e B 
eoihcc npoT1m .llPB ua CTopo1-1c Gao .llaK R c.t>paJII.11m. 
Ho c oco6eHHoii )l(ecToxocTbK> caiiroHcKne :anacTH 
06pyw~rm1cb Ha Tex y'laCTlUfKOB ConponJ:BJieHIUI, KTO 
BOeBa.n nponm lCOJl010{')8TOpon Ha CTOpone BbCT­
M 1rn11 1t JlbcH-BbeTa, li,a Tex, KTO Bblcrynan Ja Bhmo11-
HeH.1~e )l{ettesc!O{X corna we11.1a1 11 apone.11,eH1!e .sceo6-
~rx Bbl60poB . .llecll.TKH, COTl{lt TblC51'1 111-0.a:eii B 3Tli 

rO.D.bl 6blJH1 o61nmeKhl B « no.npbl:BHOH ACll.TeJibHOCTH »,. 
6C3 Cy.Ila i t crre.ucTBim 6poweRbl a « JiarepK nepeBoc· 
mrramnt » H nopbMhJ. 06 3TOM 6y.nyT rmcaTb 
OTKPblTO caMJl caiirORCKHC ra3eTbl noCJJe csep)l(eHl(I( 
l-lro .ll.KHh P,beMa B 1963 ro.n.y. Oco6emro ycmm11acb 
.oom1a npeCJ1ettona1un1 c 19 59 ro,D,a na ocRoea't{Jm 
33KOW1 (( 10/59 », no KOTOpOMy D OTHOWeHHH JlUI..(, 

non.oJpeBaeMbfX B « no.npblBHOH ACllTeJibl{OCTH ». 
npen.ycMa-rptmaJIOCb .naa naKaJamrll : KaTOpra IUTH 

CMcprna11 KaJJib. CoJAUlOtble 1{8 OCBOBC 3TOfO 
18KO}{a BOCFfHb!e -rpu6yHaJrbl BblHOCHJlll DplffOBOp ua 
-rpenrii ACHb rrocne no.n.m<caKKSI np11KaJa 06 apecTe. 
Oc)'}K.nel:!Hbre 6b1JT11 11Hwet{1>1 npaBa no.na:aaTb anen­
rumiuo. B anrycTe-cetIT'16pe 1959 ro,qa Hro .ll~CHb 
JlbeMOM 61>ma npono3rnaweHa « nomrrwl<a no 
OTllOWeHmo K 6hIBwKM y'lacnonca.M Conponc­
eneJlM )1/UMe11acb B 011.cy BOiiHa 1945-1954 ron.oe/, 
no ICOTOpoia KX .neJlTCJibllOCTb OfibllBJUIJiaCb aHTI!-

38KOHHOii. Bee 3TIC AeACTBIUI npoaMepuKaHcKoro 
wurraTopa nponmope<rum1 )l{eneectc\1M cornaweHlfJlM 
1954 ron.a. 
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STORMCLOUDS OF WAR GATHER OVER 
THE MEKONG 

On J uly 21, 1954, President Eisenhower declared 
that the United States was not bound by the 1954 
Geneva Agreements on Vietnam. A direct sequel to 
this was the statement made on September 21. 1955 
by Ngo Dinh Diem, then Prime Minister of the Saigon 
regime. 1a his statement Diem announced that his 
government had no intention or taking part in any 
conference to discuss all-Vietnam elections in 1956. 

A Vietnamese emigre who had lived in the United 
States, Diem was fiown in from the USA on the eve 
of the Geneva Agreements and at once assumed the 
key post of Prime Minister. Ftom his very first days 
in office, he had the backing of the United States. 
Between 1955 and 1960 the USA paid for one-third 
of SouU1 Vietnam·s dvil expenditures and more than 
four-fi~hs of its military expenditures. 

On October 26, 1955. Ngo Dinh Diem calJed a 
''popular referendum" to remove Bao Dai as Chief 
of State and proclaimed a Republic of Vietnam in 
South Vietnam, with himself as President. The pro-US 
regime now increased the scale of its reprisals against 
those wbo had taken part in the nine-year war either 
on the side of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam 
or on the side of France and the Bao Da i regime. 
There was armed suppression of the Binh Xuyen, 
Hoa Hao and Cao Dai religious sects, of the Dai 
Viet Party, and other organizations that had taken 
part in the war agajnst the Democratic Republic on 
the sicle of T3ao 0 Ai An(i Frnnce. Rsrecially hrutal 
were the measures rnken by the Saigon aulhorities 
against the Resistance Movement which had fought 
on the side of the Viet Minh and the Lien Viet against 
the French colonialists, and against those who had 
called for fulfilment of the Geneva Agreements and 
the holding of general elections. Hundreds of thousands 
of people were accused of •• subversive activities " and 
sent to " re-education camps" and prisons without 
tria l. The Saigon press admitted this after Ngo Dinh 
Diem 's overthrow in 1963. The wave of persecution 
reached a peak in 1959 when the authorities invoked 
the " 10/59" act. accordin,g to which any person 
suspected of "subversive activities " would be sen­
tenced to hard labour or death. The military tribunals 
set up on the strenght of this act passed sentences on 
the third day following the signing of an arrest warrant. 
There was no appeal against the sentences they handed 
down. In the fall of l 959 Ngo Dinh Diem announced 
his " Policy Towards Former Members of the Resis· 
tance" (which referred to the resistance during the 
1945-1954 war). whereby their activities were declared 
to have been illegaJ. All these actions of tbe pro-US 
dictator were contrary to the 1954 Geneva Agreements. 

In October 1954, as has now become known From 
the secret " Pentagon Papers", President Eisenhower 
ordered the joint Chiefs of Staff to prepare " a long­
range programme for the organization and training 
of Free Viet forces " for the Saigon regime. 

By I 959 the puppet regime in South Vietnam had 



B OKT11.6pe 1954 ro.na, xax :Ho cTaJTo 113necTl:(O 10 
ccl\pCTHOro .a.01rna.na IleHTaroHa, ony6moconamrnro 
neTOM 1971 ro.na, npeJHAeHT CIIlA 3ibe}{Xapp .nan 
yKa3aHlte KOMlfTCTy Ha'lalibHKKOB WTa6oB pa3pa6o­
TaTb « .a.aneKo 1r.a.yw,y10 nporpaMM)' opramoau1rn 11 

o6y'leHHl{ eoopy>KC}{HhlX CUJl » caliroHcxoro pe>K1fMa. 
K 1959 fOJJ.Y Ha aMepKKal(crue ,noJJJiapbI B lO>KHoM 

BbernaMe 6b1Jta coJ.naHa 150-ThTCl{'O{aJI MapHoaeTo'l­
Hasi peryruq>uaS1. apMJOl. fl OCJie yxo.a.a eecuo10 l 956 
ro.na nocne~x qacTeif <j>paaqpcKoro 3Kcoe,mmaoH­
Koro KOpnyca CBblllJC 2 Tb!C&'I aMep1tKaHCKHX ocjnme­
poe H rettepanoB B Ka'leCTBe BOCIDlbl}( COBeTHIDCOB 
ocyLUCCTBJIMlt KOHTpOJlb HaJJ. apMHeii 11 ITOJTlU,\ICCi1 
Pecny6mum BbeTHaM. 

HecMOTpH Ha BOCCTaHOBJieHHe 3KOHOMWKJf, B noc­
JlCBOCHlf'blH nep110.a. B JOJKHoM BbeTRaMe pe3KO 
B03pOCJl8 MacCOBM 6e3pa60THUa: co 100 Tb!C.R'I 
no<rTll .a.o 800 Tb1cw1 'ICJTOBCK. HeyperymrpoBamfhIMH 
ocTasamccb JCMeITbHb1e ornoweHID!. 3To I{ .a.pyrne 
OCTµble nponmope'flU{ llp}{BCJlli K pocTy Ollll031l'UHOH­
l{Oro AHKTaTopcKoMy pe)l(KMY AJJlOKeHUll. B tteM 
y•<acTDonam< caME.1e paJJIH<JRbJe cun:hr OT ynbrpa­
nenbrX AO yJtbTpa-npaBblX. B 1957-1958 ro.nax Hat1a­
MCb BOCCTal{HS( If CTRJlli B03lrnXaTb nepBble O'IRf.ll 
Boopy>Kemioro conponmJtetuut n pa1iioHe ropttoro 
nnaTo T3i1HryeH. Mx soJrnaamum xax 6bmilll1e ocjnrue­
pbt $pal{tzy3CKOil apMIH(, T0K H Te, !ITO B 1945-1954 
ro.nbt cpa>KaJICSI. ua cTopotte BbeT-Milllff R JlbeH­
BbeTa. c neCHbl 1959 ro.na 0'1.arU BOOpy)!(eH]{OM 
60pb6bl Ha'laJU{ BOJlIHlCaTb J( B paBRlfHHblX paiionax, 
11ace11emtbtX BbeTliaMUaMli n xaM6o.L()Kldiua~m. B 
3Tll rO.D.bl BROBb BblpUCOBb!BaeTCH onaCROCTb rpa)l(JJ,aH­
CKOH aofun.r. 0.l{Tla 3a .upyroli CJie:UO.BaJllf OOOhlTKll 
opra•mlal,\liH BOeHKblX H aOJillTH'ICCKHX nepenopOTOB 
B CTaHC CaMoro .n;llKTaTopa. 

built up witb American dollars an army of 150 
thousand regulars. After the evacuation of the last 
11J1its of tbe French Expeditionary Corps in the spnng 
of 1956, more than two thousand US officers and 
genera ls, acting as military advisers, assumed control 
of the army and police force of the " Republic of 
Vietnam." 

Economic recovery notwithstanding, unemploy­
ment in South Vietnam soared in the postwar period 
from 100 thousand to nearly 800 thousand. Agrarian 
problems remained unsolved. These and other acute 
contradictions led to the movement of opposition to 
the dictatorial regime. A broad spectrum of groups 
from ultra-left to the ultra-right was represented in 
this movement. rn 1957-1958 there were uprisings and 
the first centres of armed resistance to the regime 
were formed in the Tay Nguyen mountainous plateau. 
Some of them were led by former officers in the French 
army, and others by men who in 1945-1954 had fought 
on the side of the Viet Minh and the Lien Viet. From 
the spring of 1959 centres of armed struggle also 
emerged in the plains inhabited by Vietnamese and 
Cambodians. Once again the menace of civil war 
loomed large. Meanwhile in the camp of the dictator 
attempts at military and political coups followed one 
another in rapid succession. 



KapaTeJIH 

KpoBb CTbnteT B :>KJfJlax, Kor.n.a cJTyrnaeruh neM­
eonrx OCTaBWJIXCll B lKllBblX CBm1,eTeJiei1 3TOfO 
npec-ry nJTelilU\. 

8 111-0lUl 1955 ro.1:1a 611H.b, KOM3HJJ.HP 6aTa.ITb01ta 
caiirOHCKl lX 1rnpaTeneii. OT.ll.3Jl npl1Ka3: OKpy)!(llTb 
nepeaywKy Taunan. )1{1mb1Mir H.11Koro HC sbmycxaTb. 
TaKllM 6bino 1ta•1ru10 TparcJ11111 . paJblTpanweilcsr 
B 1-0)KHOii '!UC 111 nposmu.u111 Kya•tr'lll, paJopealliloil 
11a,1Jeoc no 17 napaJU1em1 .. . 

37 )trnTeneii Ta1urnna 6b1J1H JaKOJTOTbt WTbll\aM11 11 

paccTpensrllbl. A IUI CJlCJlYIOLlllli1 JlCl{b 6blJTTl 3BepCKll 
y611Tbl nee OKaJaBW HCC){ Ha MeCTe B3p00Jlhle )KJITeJill 
cocc,QHcii ,ncpeey1u1m Tammen. Ho n :no 6blJlO eme 
H.c see. 14 monsr KapaTem1 apeCToeam1 c11y'lai1Ho 
1136e)Ka6WllX ropbKOii y•1acT1t O)J.H.O CC./tb 'illH - nITTH3)J.­
ll3Tb iKe1llJ.J,m1 11 ACCHl'b .n.eTcii . Be•1epoM Toro )KC 
J.l'Hlf 11 x nOJl y.aapuM 11 np11K11a.uon nparuam1 K ropuoii 
pcKc ATc. Ha 6epery coJI,£JJ.1Tlllt ycrp01ma J.l.1tKy10 
opn110: MaTepeit Hac11110uam1 Ha rna3ax y .neTei1, a 
nepe,JJ. o6e3yMCUWlfMH MaTCj)RMll 33K3JTblD3Jill w1·b1-
KaM1l ,a:cTcii. Ha.o. AOn1rnott ttecn11cb J:IYWepnJ.Q11-
pat0uu1c Kp1(Kll i t CTOlibl. Pacnpamrnw1rcb c 6e3-
3au.t1rrnb1M11 )l(CpTBaMll, KapaTeJut c6poc111111 o6eJo6-
pa)KeHllble Tpynbt B peKy. A •1epc3 .Qettb Ha 6eper peK11 
6brnll DblBCACllbl OOCJIC).llllle OCTaBLUllCCSI B )!(llDbrx 

>K1tTe1111 CO)K>KCllllOii AOTJJa TaHxHen - Tpoe B3pOCJlblX 
II nf!Tepo ,neTcii. t.1x 3aKOJIOJUt KlflDl<aJiaMJ! . . . 

BbeTHaMUbl 1111Kor.na ue 3a6y1l)'T :noro. 0ToM­
CTJITb 3a nonr6w 11x KJTJUlllCb 601i11b1 H xoMaHJ.4Upb1 

oepRblX napn13aHCKllX OTpMOB. 

, ! ·.( • 
;/' 

t 

Massacre of lnnocents 

The few S'Urvivors of this massacre tell a blood­
curd ling tale. 

rt happened on June 8, 1955. Binh, the commanding 
officer of a battalion of the Saigon regime's punitive 
forces, ordered his men to encircle the small village 
of Tan Lap. No one was to leave the village alive. So 
began this tragedy in the sou them part of Quang Tri 
Province, cut in half by tbe 17th parallel... 

Thirty-severt of the Tan Lap villagers were killed, 
either with bayonets or with fire-a rms. The following 
day the pulli tive forces massacred all the adults they 
were able to round up in the neighbouring village of 
Tan Hicp. But even that was not a ll. On July 14 the 
punitive forces arrested the fifteen women and ten 
children who had somehow survived the massacre. 
That same even ing the soldiers drove them with 
rifle-butt blows to the bank of the mountain river 
At. Here the soldiers staged a mad orgy: the mothers 
were raped before the eyes of their children, who in 
tum were stabbed to death before the eyes of their 
frantic mothers. The valley echoed with shrieks and 
groans of agony. The orgy over, the soldiers flung the 
maimed bod ies of their victims into the river. A couple 
of days later the last survivors of the burned-down 
village of Tan Hicp-three adults and five children­
wcrc brought to the riverbank and stabbed Lo death 
with daggers ... 

The Vietnamese people will never forget this. The 
soldiers and commanders of the first guerrilla units 
vowed they would avenge the victims of this massacre. 

' 



Y6111icmaa 111-10 yl11a. :JBepc1we 
pacupa«w 11 /\a11111 110 i Wlb0/111111e -

Bee 80 II.II.? 01)11010 : Ill! 001/)'Cllllll//b 

IJb/OOPOB II OUbl!0/1111!1111.'I C/1/PQllbl 

M11rder aud exec11tia11 by rite g11illo­
ti11e ore resorted to by rite Saigo11 
rt'gime ta preve111 fru electio11s and 
keep the co1111try divided. 







AMEPHKA.HCKASI HHTEPBEHQHSI B 
.IOJKHOM BLETHAME 

TpyD.HO TO'IHO Ha'3BaTb ACH.b, Kor.a.a OT nomrr11•1ec­
K011 OOJl./lCp)tCKH 1( OKa:ll:l lilUl soe1-0roii 11 npo•teil 
nOMOUVI (( pecny6mrKaUCKOMy pe)f(JlMY )) B JO)KHOM 
BbeTHUMe CWA nepewJt1t K npSLMoMy soopy>Ke1m0My 
BMewaTCJibcTBy. 3TOT HCBIU1.1£Mhn1 6apbep Coe.a.u­
HeHHbte WTaTbt nepewarnynu B 1960 ro.ny. 3u ro.a. 
6i,rmr YJtBOCHbl nocraBtal opy)l()ur. '3tta•11CTeJTbHO 
pacw1cpeH annupa1 .aoe1rnbtx COBCTICl[l(OllU c¢iopM11po­
.aanb1 nepSbLC 60CBblC llOD.PaJLiene'H.HSI noopylKemtblX. 
c1v1 CWA B 1-0}f(HOM BbeT1taMe, lWTOpb1c 1w.•1amt 
npHHltM3Tb 11enocpe.n.crecHHoe y•iacn1e e GoeBLIX 
onepa1uu1x npOTIIB onnOJliUl!OUifhJX IDfKTUTOpCKOMy 
pe)KJfMY eoop~emlb1x can. B 1960 roey 3Mep1-1-
KaHcK1£M1t BOCHl!blMll coneTlillK3Mll 6btn pa3pa6oT3lf 
nepUblH (( n naH eoemtbtX .aei1CTBlltt nponrn BbeT­
KOHra » - nporpaMMa (( oco6oii soi'iHbL », KOTOpasr 
eenacb 6bJ no.o. KOMaH.n.oea1nteM CWA ,Ho « 11ywe•1-
HhlM MllCOM )) uaeivumKOB. 

OmiaKo nono)f(ett11e pC)l(]LMa Hro ,ll.lmh ,ll.beMa npo­
)l.OJ1)1(3JIO yxy.o.waTbcn. l1 Baw10ITT0110M 6h1mt npen­
npm-utn1 lWBble warn. B Mae 1961 ro.a.a e Caiirorc 
np1t6bteaeT ror.n,a eme s11ue-npeJ11.uelCT CWA Jlml,lloH 
Jl.)KOHCOH. JlcTOM Toro )Ke rotta B COOTDeTCTBl(ll c 
ceKpen toif ttoroaope111cocTbtO Me)f{.u.y BawJCITTTOH'.OM 
11 Caiiro110M cl-0.Aa 6btna m1npaenc1rn 60J1bwan 
Ml(CCltSI aMeplll<il t{CKHX 3KCnepTOB BO rna.ee c .O.OKTOpOM 
CrdiJC1r. Ha ocHoee MUTep11anoB, co6palOLblX MHC­

c11cii, H npu a1'-rH:BHOM y'lacT1m reRepa.na T3iUiopa, 
HJeecr Horo cneumurn:CTa 1c reopentKa (< JToKaJibTLblX 
BOfiH », 6bl1I pa3pa6oTaf{ !lMH, KOTOpblH OTHbllle 
6y.o.eT <t>11ryp11poaaTb KaK (( n nal{ CTeilmc-TJiinopa ». 
OH 6h!Jt ono6peH npe3MD.etrToM CWA. 

flnatr npe,llycMai-pKBan eoopy)l(emcoe no.u.aBnenHe 
cun Ha~1ouam.uoro ctJpoHTa ocao6o)l{.u;emut lO'lK110ro 
BbenmMa/ H<l>Ol-OB/n reYe1me 18 Mecsrues. OcAon11oe 
MCCTO B lleM OTBOAHJIOCb pe3KOMY lf8p8LUIID8HJUO 
•mcneHHOCTII caiirOHCKOii apMlllt, )lllCJtll'leHlllO Y11ena 
8MCpl[l(8HCKltX BOeHUb!X coaenurKOB n 6oeablX noJl­
pa'3):1eJreH1ul CWA oco6oro 11aJHa"!em111, a TalOKc 
co'3,11.amuo n ceJlbCKllX pai1011ax w1-tpoK01t ceni 
<( crpaTerw1ecrnx .nepeec11b ». B 196 I ro.uy aMep11-
KaHcKaS1 ne•JBTb OTKpblTO mtcana o npllMOM y•1acnm 
coJ1.L1.aT 1< o~muepon ClllA a 6oenb1x oncpa~11 llx. 

O.n,tta Ko 1c '1epe3 nonropa roll.a nono)f(eH11e pc>1<11Ma 
Hro ,ll.1rHb AbeMa nponon>Kano ocraaaTbCll Kp1m1-
'JeCKlfM. n orrblTKll eoettHi.1x aepeeoporoo cnenoeamr 
0J.1,11a 3a ,llpyroif. Bro )l{C epcMn H<DOIOB npo.ao.11JKan 
pacw1rpsm .. KOHTpormpycMblC 11M paiio11i..1. B 11on6pe 
1963 fO.ll,t\ np11 SllJHOM CO,D.eiiCTBlll{ Ll,PY nyneli 
HaeMHllKU 6bu1 y6HT Hro Ll111ih ,ll.heM. Ero MecTo 
3a1rnn reHepan 3btour Bau Muub. A BCJJCA 3a 3n1M 

40 

US INTERVENTION IN SOUTH VIETNAM 

It is hard to name the exacL date when the United 
States fo llowed up its political support and military 
and other aid for the " republican regime" in South 
Vietnam with direct armed intervention. This invisible 
barrier was crossed by the United States sometime 
in 1960. That year US arms shipments to South 
Vietnam were doubled, the number of US military 
advisers was considerably increased, and the first 
combat units of US armed fo rces in South Vietnam 
were fo rmed and began to take part in military oper· 
ations aga inst the armed forces opposed to the dictator­
shi p. In 1960 the US military advisers drew up their 
first ''Plan of Military Operations Against the Viet­
cong··. This was a program for a ''special war" 
which was to be fought by mercenarjes under US com­
mand. 

Meanwhile, the position of the Ngo Dinh Diem 
regime continued to deteriorate, a nd Washington 
took new steps. In May 196 1 Lyndon B. Johnson, then 
Vice-President of the United States, visited Saigon. 
In the summer of that same year a la rge mission of 
US experts arrived in South Vietnam. The mission, 
headed by Dr. Eugene Staley, had been sent under 
a secret arrangement between Washington and Sa igon. 
The data gathered by this mission, in whose work 
also took part General Maxwell Taylor, a specialist 
in and theoretician of " local wars, " provided the 
basis for what came to be known as the ·• Sta ley­
Taylor Plan." This plan received the approval of the 
United States President. 

The plan envisaged the armed suppression of the 
forces of the National Liberation Front of South 
Vietnam within eigh teen mo ntbs. The emphasis was 
on rapid ly enlarging the Saigon regime's army, in­
creasing the number of US military advisers and 
US '·Special Forces " units, and establishing a far­
flung network of " strategic hamlets " in rural areas. 
ln 1961 the US press reported direct involvement of 
Un ited States soldiers and officers in military oper­
ations in South Vietnam. 

Eighteen months later the Ngo Dinh Diem regime 
remail1ed in a state of crisis. Attempts at military coups 
fo llowed one another. Meanwhile the National 
Liberation Front of South Vietnam (N-.L.F.) con­
tinued to extend the area under its control. In Novem­
ber 1963, with the obvious connivance of the Central 
Intelligence Agency, Ngo Dinh Diem was shot dead 
by a hired assassin. He was succeeded by General 
Duong Van Minh . Following this there was a rapid 
succession of " strong men ,. ousting one another as 
head of the Saigon regime. 



B cai1rO llCKOM pCIKllMe Ha•1a.mtCb HaCTOllll(USl •1exap.na 
- (( CIUlbllble JllfllHOC1 ll )) GMCHllJlll OJ].Ha .upyry10. 

B 1964 ro.o.y Buw1111r101-1. npe.nnpmrnJl HODLre 
ccpbeJHbte warn K pe3KOMY pacwupemno aoopylKell­
Horo OMeu1aTe.rt hCTBU 8 JlCJlU Ile TOJlbKO IQ)l{}{oro 
BbeTHaMa, HO 11 .npyr nx CTpa11 VlH.o.oKr!Trut. B Mac 

JToro ro11a aMep11xa11cKaJ1 aouaum1 Haqana uo3,1zy1u-
11y 10 noiiny o Jlaoce, no.uncprnyu nocron1mLIM 
60M6apn1cpOBK<lM 11 o6eTPenaM 06umpuy10 rep­
P•CTopmo. JlcroM a Caiirol!e o Ka•1ecT.Be 11oc11a ClllA 
nosomJTc" reH.epan T Jilnop. C 10-0.JIJJ 11a IO)l(llOUbeT11aM­
CKrtc U3po.np OMbl Haqamc npu6i..rua rb KpymtLtc 
coe.nnt1et11rn ooent10-noJ~WllbtX. c1tn C LUA. T or,aa 
)Ke, neTOM 1964 ro.na, cy .1.u1 7 aMepUKUHcKoro cjmoTa 
BOWJ1ll B ·reppUTOplCUJlbHbJe BOJlbl JI.PB Ir cnpo­
BOUllpOBUJllC ToHKl(HCK1cii Kp113HC. 5 anrycTa 1964 
roAa aa11au,1!ll CWA Heo1K1mmmo, 6eJ 06M1.Dne11irst 
JlOttlf:bl, H:Ul{CCJIU MUCC~1ponatulbltt y.JJ,ap no psr.o.y 
Kmo4en1>1x puiiouon Cenepuoro BbCTHa.Ma. 

B :no '>Ke caMoe apeMl£ a Ca:i1roHe 6b1JI0 coJ,oa~m 
o6'bC)lllHCHHOe UMCpHK<HlO-cailroHCKOe uoe1 rnoe KO­
Ma11.nona111 1e noJ.J. "lnmoii nernaro11ouc1wx reHepaJron. 
Ll ucJTewrocn. ooopy;1ce1n11.1x. c11J1 C W A a 1-0>Kl!OM 
8be11t:JMC " IC O lli tY 1964 ro11a um pocnu )JO 30 l LICS£Ll 
coJ1.1.ta1 11 otj1111 (cpou. Maw 111 rn « noKaJ11>H.oil no i11-1 bl >> 

n c1t'fill"01la Qb1Jl3 llpHIJC.O.eHU U 6oeny10 fOTOBHOCTb. 

4To /KC 11po 11cx.o.n11Jlo n 1960-1964 rOilbt o l-0iK110M 
Bi,c 1 w.1Mc 1rn .o.pyroii cropoHe !l)POHTa ? 

17 Rlmapn 1960 roJia o lleJibTe M eK011ra a cenbCKllX 
paii011ax 6c1t 4 c Ha•ranocb noopy)l(Clilfoe soccTaJllte. 
0110 nocJTy)!ntJlO CllrHaJJOM DJUl HU4aml aceo6w,ero 
oocc~rmuu1 Hn ocei'i re ppm o p1111 l-Q)1<11oro BLCTHaMa. 
lllM pyicooo.n1um onno11tu110IDL1>1e cailro11c1t0My pi:­
)KHMY TIOJ.1.TIOJtbllbJe opraHll33 U~m. K ICOH.LlY 1960 
ro.na na1 p1COTb1 Kotrrpo1111ponaml yJKc TPCTb IQ)K­

HODheTWlMCKoi'i Tepp11rop111r. 

20 /lClrn6p11 1960 ro.ua B 0.UHOM 113 ocao6mK,llCHHblX 
pailoHOB COCTOSIJtCl{ Y•1pe11lrreJtbltLlll KOHrpecc, Ha 
1wropoM 6 1.,JJT co:i,nau H awroua.m.Hbtii <llPOHT ocoo-
6o)KJ.let11ur 10 ,JCHoro BbernaMa /H <l>Ol-QB/, npmmTLt 
MHtllH!l CC I II nporpaMMa <DpOl lTU, 1n6paH opeMeJll!bti1 
Lll<. Oc1100H.bte 3a.ua•111 1-1<1>0 1-0 B 6L1m1 cc~opMyn11~ 
pOBUllbl CJICJ.1.YJOWJLM o6pUJOM : CRep)!ce1111e ffJJO<lMe­
pHKUHCKOro AJtKTU 1 oper<oro pe)!rnMa, ycTmroene~111 e 

nO,llJllll(JIO llUU,JlOH<'lJJJ.,J{Oii II .n.eMOKpani•tCCKOii anac­
rn, KOTOpaslGbJ npOBOJlHJlH DlleWt-UOJ{) nomm·IKY Ml fpa 
1c HCHTpa11111cTu 11 npe.nnpmrnJ1a 6b1 B .llaJlbHeiiUJeM 
KOILKpe11JbJC pCUnJlCTIJ1JeCKllC want K l\.flfPHOM)' o6b­
e,i:uniCHll JO CTpUH bl. 

BecHolr 1961 rona onnoJJfUHOllHbic pe:>KirMy H ro 
JJ.1o{b Jli,cMa eoopyiKCllH.bJe c11Jfb1 6h1ro1 06De,nm1e1LLr 
a ApM1uo oceo601K.11.e111rn 11 coJJJ.a Ho Bepxon11oe 
KOMa1Ulona1rne eoopy'>Ke1rnb1x. c11n H cl>OIOB. 0 .1u1aKo 
B TC•tCHllC ewe noJly I opu JTeT D.ep)l<aJlJCCb B CCKJ>CTC 
11M cHa nomm1•1ecK11x 11 eoemChJX. mL,nepon cl>poH.Ta. 

Becuoii 1962 ro.na n oceo6oiKAeHHOM paiioue 
m ;1rnoro Bben1aMn COCTOAAC1l I CDeJ.n H <l>O IO B. OH 
o.no6p1rn nporpaMMY cl>potrru. 1n6paJT pyKooo.a,11ume 
oprattbl. 6eccMellHblM npe311.n.e1ITOM H aLUiOH:UJlbH.Oro 
cjlpoHTa ocao60)1(JlC1urn / H <t>O/ c :noro apeMem1 
cTanonnTCJl caiir0Hc1<1ri1 nom1nr•1ec1m ii .a,enre!lh H ryeu 
Xbt y Txo. 

In 1964 Wushington Look new drastic steps to 
extend its milita ry intervention to o ther countries of 
1 ndo-China. I n May the US Air Force began its air 
war in Laos by regularly bombing and strafing a large 
territo ry in that country. I n the summer G eneral 
Maxwell Taylor reappeared in Saigon as the newly­
appointed US Ambassador. ln JuJy ln rge US Air Force 
units began to arrive in South Vietnam. At the same 
lime sh ips o f the US 7th Fleet entered the territorial 
waters of the D emocratic Republic of Vietnam and 
provoked the Gulf of T onkin crisis. O n August 5, 
1964, US aircraf t sudde11ly and without a declar­
a tion of war made a massi ve r aid on several key 
areas in No1 th Vietnam. 

Meanwhile a j o int US-Saigon military command 
was set up in Saigon under the aegis o f Pentagon 
generals. The numerical strength o f the US armed 
fo rces in South Vietnam had by the end of 1964 reached 
30 thousand soldiers and officers. T he Pentagon's 
mach ine for " loca l wa r " was in fulJ combat readiness. 

Bu t what wa s happen ing between 1960 and 1964 
on the other side of the front in South V ietnam? 

On January 17, 1960, an armed uprising began in the 
Ben T re rural areas of the M ekong delta. This served 
as a signal for a general uprising throughout South 
V ietnam, led by underground organizations opposed 
to the Saigon regime. By the end of 1960 the patriots 
were in contro l o f one-third of the territory of South 
Vietnam. 

On December 20, 1960, a C onstituen t Congress 
held in one of the liberated areas established the Na­
tiona l Liberat ion Front of South Y ietniim. It adopted a 
manifesto and a program of the N.L.F. and elected a 
provisional Central Committee. The principal aims 
of the N.L.F. were the overthrow of the p ro-US 
dictato rship and the establ ishment of a truly national 
and democratic government. which would follow a 
foreign policy of peace and neutrality and would sub­
seq uently take steps to bring abQut the peaceful 
unifictHion o f the co1.1ntry. 

I n the spring of 1961 the armed forces <lpposed to 
the Ngo Dinh Diem regime merged to form a L iber­
at ion A rmy, and a Supreme Command of the N .L.F. 
armed forces was set up. H owever, the names of the 
Front's po l itica l and m il i tary leaders were kept secret 
fo r another eighteen months. 

In the spring o f 1962 lhe N.LF. held its firsl 
congress in oue oi the liberated areas. The Congress 
a pp roved the Front 's program and elected Hs leading 
bodies. The President o f the N.L.F. has since been 
the Suigon poli t ical leader Nguyen H uu Tho. 

By the end of 1964 the N .L.P. had established its 
control over m ore than two-thirds o f the territory of 
South Vietnam. The command of the N.L.F . armed 
forces now had hundreds of thousands of regular 
soldiers and commanders-not counting its home 
guard. guerrillas, and sabotage units operating behind 
the enemy lines. I n the liberated areas the puppet 
autborilies were <ibo lished and replaced by new, elected 
governing bodies. 
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Road to a co11ce11tratfo11 camp-the Golgotha in South Vietnam. 
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Boccraowue ropbt 
HenoKoptLUH K0 111w uu11oc. 1yc1 Lie Gpo1m, ooJ1eBoe 

o6BeTpCHHOe JllLUO poCJloro, KpellKO CKpoeHHOro llSl.'l IL­
llCCITTHJTentero nnpnnaHa 61( Haur TaKa HJ ropl!oro 
nncMeuu parnaii Dbl,UUlOT B JieM CMenoro OTBa)l(}LOfO 
11omrn. Ou 01t11H. llJ rex. T11Ta1-u1"1ec1orM11 yc11mu1M 11 
KOTOpblX liapOD.llOClll If llJleMeHa T Ji1Hryc1w 06 bC,J.11-
HCHbl BO 1jJpOlll, ee11y11u1ii 6opb6y 11pOTllB UMCplllrnll · 
CKllX lfHTCpOCllTOD B TCCllOM COI03e C DbCTHUl\lllUMll. 
On nom1J1, •no 6opi,6y 1te11LJS1. ocTa11oa11Tb Ha noJl-
11yT11. 6e11HL1ii parnail , npocToil ropeu yil\e np11 
}KILJHH CTan 1tau110HMbHblM repoeM TJlu1rye11a. 

BnepBblC cepbeJHO o cy.n.L6e ceoero l\paS1. ero 
6Y.D.YLUCM OH. llOil\aJlyii, 1a,nyMaJICSI. Kor11a B copoK 
wec1 OM rony, mt e10poil ron AerycTOBCKoii peao­
mou1rn, ero 11J6pamc npe.nceD.areneM KpcCTLnllcKoro 
co10Ja n po,1111oli .nepce11e, •1To 1aTepsrnacb e 1oro­
BOCTO'llLLIX OTporax ropHoro nJLaTO T3~h1rye11. 

B 1957 ro.ny BMecre c OJJHoceJib'IU.HaMJt 61r H attr 
TaKa 3anrnm1 3a Komo"lyJO upoaonoKy cKpLrroro 
KOHUJlal'ep.R - « 301lbl llpOUlleTal:UUI » 6pao. O on,­
OOJl bH.bl ii wra6 nopY'nm eMy onacuoe Ja.£1.a1mc -
nOD,HRTb parnaen ua BOCCTaHllC }[ JUfKBlfI{llpOBOTb 
K01mnarepb. War Ja UJaroM coJ.nananacb no.QnOnb-
11a.R opran113au11n. B OJ.I.HY 10 TeM1tblX 1m"leii parmiu 
ywm1 n pOW!ble ropbl, ocrnn1rn e .nonmie onycTen­
w11il KOlLUnarepb. Ho o6c rmcorum npo.a;oIDKana ObITb 
Tpeao>K11oii. Cpeim MeCT11oii 3Hanf 6b1n11 .ruon.11, 
cesiJUHHbte c caiirotteKnMJt nnacn1Mn. H a npeMS! 
611 HaHr TaKy np1tUJnocL cKpbtTLC.11. Yxo.nlf 10 po11-
noro 1<pa11, Oil oJ.sm c co6oii mtllib ueMHoro en,bl 
ll)UI .neTcii - ocranbnoe, llMYLUCcTBo u nponono11b­
cTe11e, paJn.eJUUl nopoo11y : poD.1rreJUlM 11 non;noJib­
Wlfl<aM, CKpbtsntolU•CMCst B r opax. 

npir6hlD B .npyroi-i pailoR, 61t Haur TaK 11 ero 
ceMbst nocen11mrcb OKono cencHJUl rmeMel:Ur Tl:O, 
spa>K.nonaeruero c parnastMu. Tio ontecmrc& c tteD.o­
eepJCeM K crpa11H0My nepecenemry HJ BpaJK.ll.YIOLUeTO 
llJICMCllll. WeCTb Mecnuen 11p1UUJIOCb mrraTbC.ll JI}{IOb 
1mpeHbllMlf II JtllCTbllM11. rlOKa He 6b1Jl OTBOeBaJL y 
.LOKYHrncii KIIO•tOK 1eMm1. BpeMeuaM11 6b1110 o•teFrb 
nnoxo, nnaKaJta )Keila, Kp11•1ruu1 OT rono,11,a D.enr, ace 
apoc11m r BCpH)'TbCll 8 pO,ll.ROC CeJIO. n ocTeneRt-10 
6K H aur T ut< c.u.py>111rncn c Tto. Pacce1rnanocb 1-1e.u.o­
eep11e, nonn~urncb JHUKOMbte, .npyJLn. ,!l.onro np11w­
J1oci, p33'b$101U(Tb llM, 'ITO oce HUpO/lbl - 6 paTb.SI, 'ITO 
parJta1r, Kal< H TIO, XOT51T )!(JLTb D MllpC ... 

H o BCKOpC If TIO 3an1an11 B KOllunarepb, T.H. 
« crpaTern"leCKYl:O ..ncpenmo ». K TOMY epeMeuu 611 
H a11r TaKy y.a.aJlOeb COJD.aTb 1-te TOJlbKO pll.n 6oeBblX 
rpynn, 110 11 np1rnne"lb Ha cao10 cropoffY rpex •1neuoe 
nneMe1moro coeern. Kor.na 6i,m o6b.1113ncH 1-1.a6op n 
apMl(l:O, TO 11.3 np113blBHOii llyn.KT .IIBllJTllCb JllUUb 
KOCblC II KplIDblC. 6e3HOme I{ 6e3py1me. tto pOBl{O 
CTOJlbKO, CKOJfbKO Tpe6oBMOCb. Bep60BlUIUOI 6b1Jlll 
B .11poCTn. C KaJOIX :no nop TIO nepeCTaml mrrepeco­
saTbC.R: .n.enbraMH ? A KOrD.a JlO TIO Aouinn necT11 
0 lrapO.I{l{OM BOCCTamm B Jle.JlbTC MeKOtLra, OHH 
BJIHffilCb 13 P.llln>l H<l>O. 

19 Ma!! 1961 ro.na OTKpblJTC)l nepBblll B llCTOPllll 
JToro ropHoro pailoHa KOHrpccc KauuouaJTbKbrx 
MenbW1illCTB. Y•1ucnmK1t ero e.a;Jrnornacl{o opm1J1m1 
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Bi Nang Tac, the freedom fighter. 

Mounta ins in Revolt 

Fifly-year-old Bi Nang T ac of the Rae C lay tribe 
of mountaineers, has an unruly crop of hair , bushy 
eyebrows, weather-beaten features, and a sturdy 
build. H e is a guerilla fighter, one o f those brave ones 
whose titanic efforts have united the national groups 
and tribes of Tay Nguyen into a single front, which , 
in close alliance with the Vietnamese. is resisting the 
US forces of intervention. Bi Nang T ac has understood 
that the struggle must be carried on to the cod. T his 
Rae Clay mountaineer is today a national hero of 
Tay Nguyen. 

Bi Nang Tac began giving earnest thought to the 
future of his region in 1946 when, in that second 
year of the August Revolution. he was elected chair­
man of the peasant union in his native village, which 
lies at the south-eastern foot hills of the Tay Nguyen 
mountainou s p lateau . 



pewemre 0 C03A<1Hllll ,ll..BmKel{IOI 3a allTOHOMIHO 
T3ITTiryeHa n '3aS1a1um o axo>K,QCtUm s pJl,ll.bl Hauuo­
Kam.Horo <l>POHTa oceo6o)l(AeH1U1. Cab11uc copo1rn 
1leJIOBClC, npcn,CTaB~ITCJll( ncex OCHOBl-lb!X HapOAliOC­
Teii, "BOWJtl[ n 106pa1iHblii Ha KOlCrpecce lttCllOJlKOM. 
Tipe!lce.uaTeneM 6b1J1 106pa11, c)J.c no 11au110HUJ1h­
Kocn1, lt1 6Hx Aneo, reHepaJtbHl>IM ceKpcTapcM -
rrpen,cra'.B1rrcJlb ttapo.nuocn1 )l('apaii PoTCM 6p11y. 

... B nepohril ro.a mncewuero, ABa.n.uaroro oeKa n 
ceJTet0or H1re11r, Ke.narreKo 01 EattMerxyora, a ceMbe 
0.11.HOro 113 BJfllRTeJTbHLIX nncMCKHhlX BO>KJJ.Cil nhtWTIO 
npa3D,HODaJrocb po>K.u.emlc Cbllfa . Ero Ha3san.11 i.161rx 
Aneo. Bocn1CTbmamt Mt\Jlb•11oca nporccrnl-1.TCKHC npo­
none.o,1111K.1t. OD,Jm lt3 HCMHornx n cnoeM po,l:(y. OH 
ycnCWHO OKOll'HUl WKOJI)', a 33TCM 1'Ca11an BOCHKYlO 
CJ1)'}1(6y ll KOJlOHlla.rcbH.OU apMlfl!. <l>pa~yJCK.llC ocpn­
uepi,1 06paT1unc aHHMamfe Ha )'MROro Mono.aoro 
rop~a. TipOWJlO HeCKOirbKO JlCT, If Jll6ux A11eo llOJl)"IJ!Jl 
oqnfi\epcKoe 3sam1e. B apMHll OH noJHaKOMJrncst c 
lC3llamcoit Toro Mllpa, 0 KOTOpOM c ,Q.CTCTBa eMy 
T.llep.mtrut KaK 0 3CMJCOM pae. 

B anrycre l 945 ro.a.a o<lmu.ep KonomrnJibHOfi apMHH 
J.1611x AJ1eo .D03fJiaBTffi Hcy.nasrueec,q aoccratt:ue MCCT­
aoro soe}O!Oro rapH.ltJOtta B 6auMerxyore. Cyxo 
npo3sy'!amr cno11a npoKypopa, norpe601~anwero 
« CMepnry10 KaJlth ». BcKope o><a 6btna 3aMCHCHa 
no>KJl3Kemroii Karoproil. B 1952 ro.n.y JCJ TlOpcM 
6blID( BblflYU~C}{bl ReKOTOpblC ll1f.1lHl>Ie mmephl ropHblX 
nneMeU. B itx "lllCJie OKa'3aJ'(c11 H 116ux A.rreo. 

B 1954 rojzy O}( cHoBa B Ea1-1Me1xyo1e. JleroM 
1958 ro.na BO Mlioncx M~CTax TJttlU)'eHa CTllXl(iiHO 
lfapacraeT AJU{)l(etme 3a ua1.otoHaJib11)'1-0 aBTOHOMlHO. 
B rophl .. a•tlCHlllOT CTCKUThCll MHOrHe 1{3 TCX, KOro 
.npeCJie.a.o.uamr caitroncKJLC .unacrn. Ha'taJtr{Cb 6po­
)l(emcst B noeHllblX rapH1£30ltaX, ll0.ITT{6}{1111 cpeAH 
HUCCJCCl{llJI, flpeD,CTaBl(TCJlll H.apO)lUOCHl e.ue npHllSIJll1 
pe30JTIOL000 c Tpe60Bill{l(CM npe)lOCTa)n(Tb HM mno­
HOMJUO. Jllfocx AJleo 6&1Jl axnmlih!M yiiac11111KOM 
3TOfO ,Qlllll!Cemoi:. 

Ecmc B ropo.nax u npuiteraJOwux K HltM paitouax 
3To 6&1JI0 JJ;B1UCe1rnc, ewe F1oc1rnwce Ka •1an&n1>1ii 
xapaKTep, TO :a ropKblX ye3Aax npoBlrnUJm KyaHr­
liraii B KOlfUe 1958 roAa ouo nplrHllJ'(O <1JOPMY BOOpy­
JICCHUOro conpont:sneHtrn. TaK nyTb 6oph61>1 11p11Ben 
l16nx Aneo e pn.Qbr Hau.uoHaJtb1wro <l.>poura ocno-
6 O)l(JJ.eEJI {l(. 

... KaK-TO so BpeM11 O.lJ.lf.Oil 10 acrpe"I c Yau 6b1y 
KneM npe.nce.naTeJlb KOM'lrccuH no lmocrpaHHblM 
,llemlM H<l>Ol-OB npe.ucTaBIUl MliC Jie6oJihworo pocra 
no>KHJioro Ha Bl{)l 'ieJIOBeKa. qyn, TeMHee, ' ICM y 
BbernaMua, uoer KO)l(ll, 11epHbllt eapone11cKIW KOeTfOM, 
O'IKH B TCMHo-xopwmenoi1 onpaDe, 6enaR py6uw1<a, 
rancryK, nocepe6peuuan ce,q1010ii ronoBa - 3TO H 

6hm nereu..napu.1.nt m1Aep rops oro nenoKopeliH:oro 
xpax "161rx Aneo. 

17 RHBapsi 1960 rona 

B o,o.mt 10 ,ll.eKa6p1>cK1t,X .nHei1 1959 ro,na .a ,JJ,omrRe 
rpocnotKO.B COCTOillrOOb BU)l(l{OC 3ace.namte, B KOTO­
pOM npl!lOUDf y'lacnte Bll,llHbte pyxono.u;inem1 uene­
raJibllbIX opram3amou1 l-OiKHoro BbeTHaMa. B neruuc 

In 1957, together with his fellow-villagers, Bi Nang 
Tac was driven behind the barbed wire of a concen­
tration camp calJed by the Saigon regime lhe Brao 
" pr ospcrity zone. " The underground headquarters 
entrusted him with a dangerous task: to get lhe Rae 
Clays to rise and do awny with the concentration 
camp. Step by step an underground organization was 
built up in the camp. One dark night the Rae Clays 
left for their native mountains; the camp in the valley 
was deserted. But the sjtua lion remained tense. Among 
the loca l rich were people connected with the Saigon 
authorities. For a time Bi Nang Tac had lo go into 
hiding. When, he was leaving, he took with him only 
a little food for the children. As for the rest of his 
possessfons and food. he divided them equally among 
his parents and IJ is fellow underground fighters in the 
mou ntains. 

On their arrival in another region, Bi Nang Tac and 
his fami ly settled near a village of the Chu tribe, 
which was hostile lo the Rue Clays. The <;hus were 
at first distrustful of the new settler. For six months 
the family had to survive on roots and leaves, until 
a patch of land had been reclaimed from the jungle. 
At time~ the situation was desperate; his wife wept. the 
children cried from hunger, and they all begged to 
return to their native village. But gradually Bi Nang 
Tac succeeded in winning the trust and friendship of 
the Ch us. lt took him a long time. however, to convh1ce 
them that all-the Rae Clays and Chus alike- were 
brothers longing to live in peace ... 

But soon the Chus too were herded into a concen­
Lralion camp, one that was called a "strategic hamlet". 
By that time Bi Nang Tac had not only formed severa l 
combat groups, but had won over three members of 
the tribal council to his side. When a recruiting drive 
was announced by the Saigon regime, only the cripples 
of the vi llage, the lame and the blind turned up, 
and exactly the number required. Those in charge 
of the recruiting were f\irious. Since when had the 
Ch us ceased to be interested in earning money? And 
when the Cbus learned of rhe popular uprising in the 
Mekong delta, tbey too joined the ranks of the N.L.F. 

Orl May 19, 1961 , the first congress of minority 
groups in the history of rhis mountainous region was 
convened. The congress unanimously resolved to 
organize a Movement for Tay Nguyen Autonomy and 
announced its affiliation with the N.L. F. It elected 
an Executive Committee of more than 40 members, 
representing all the main minority groups. Ybih AJeo 
of the Ede nationality was elected its Chairman; 
Rotem Briu of the Jarai nationality, its General 
Secretary. 

In 1900 the family of one of the tribal chfofs in the 
village of Nieng, not far from Ban Me Thout, cel­
ebrated the birth of a son, who was named Ybih 
AJeo. The boy '""as educated by Protestant mission­
aries. He was one of tJ1e few in his family to have had 
a secondary education, and then he served in the 
colonial army. Some of the French officers took an 
interest in the clever young mountaineer, and a few 
years later Ybih Aleo received his commission. While 
in the army he learned a great deal about the seamy 
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Tlte }1111gle gives cover and shelter to guerrilla fighters. 

- --- - - -----



KOHCn11pa tum OHO n pOllCXO,lllffiO Ha ){0.LJ.Kax H TIJ{OTax. 

Ha nonecTKe .nwt CTOHJT uonpoc o TCKyll.leM MOMe1rre 
H HUpO.!lllOM BOOpy)f(elHtOM BOCCTUKIOf. CatirOHCKmt 
pe'lKHM nepe)f(1ma1L Kplf31{C. Cneii:cTB11eM ero 61>1110 

yc1me1ute TCppopa. c .u1>yroi'i CTOpORbl, CTpeMHTeJTbHO 
uapacTaJJo oceo60.a1rTcJtbHoe L{Dll)f(elflre, yiiacT1urncb 
noopy'lKCHHblC CTbl'lKI{ I{ MaCCOBble Bbtcrynneiurn, 
oco6c'HHO B .nepeette. n ocne TUJ.aTCJlbJ-toro attan1oa 
o6cTaJ-tODKH y<IUCTIOfKJ l COBeUJ.aHIUI rrpllHllJTJ{ peweHlle 
na•iaTb uapo.n11oe uoopyiKe1moe aoccTaH1ce. Cnrnan 
nom1ma JinTb npoeunu1rn 6 eH. 4 e - 6 :tM6yKOoasr 
npucrn11b. H aMC'lCHU .naTa - 17 sumapst 1960 ro.na. 
PyKOBO.UCTDO BOCCTaHllCM 6btn0 B03J{O)f(eli0 Ha CCK­
peTapit npoa11Hn11aJlbHOro peoomomromroro KOMH­
TCTa H ryeH Tx1r J].1mb. 

n poii.ny·1 rO.Qbl, .QeCstTHJienrn, HO JUOllll 6y.LzyT 
BllOBb JI BHOBb BOJJ)UlUUTbCSl K co6btTllSIM Tex ,D.Heii , l< 

COBCLUali1uo B .D.omrne TpOCTIOCKOB. K nepBblM LHLSLM 
BOCCTaHllH, OTl<pbl:BlllaM llOBblll :nan B oce0Go.u11TCJ1b-

side o f that world which had been described to him 
as a paradise from his childhood. 

In August 1945 Ybih AJeo, an o fficer of the colo11ial 
army, led ao unsuccessful uprising of the local garrison 
at Ban M e Thout. At his cour t martial he was given 
the death sentence, but this was commuted to hard 
labour for l ife. Tn 1952 so me of the prominent leaders 
of the mountain tribes were released from prison. 
Among them was Ybih A leo. 

l n 1954 he was in Ban Me T hout aga in. I n the 
summer of 1958 a spontaneous movement for auton­
omy swept many parts of Tay Nguyen . At this time 
everyone persecuted by the Saigon authorities began 
to make his way into the m ountains. There was 
fermen t in military garrisons and unrest among the 
population. Representatives o f the Ede tribe passe~ a 
resolution calling for autonomy. Ybih Aleo was acti ve 
in this movement. 
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HOM .IIBll)KCHIHl a 1-0)ftHOM BbentaMe. Mtt.e .AOBCnocb 
BCTpCnITbCll c pyKOBO,lllITC1lltMl1 II aJITl lBHblM ll y'laCT­
ffiniUMll BOOpy>KeHHOro BOCCTaHltlt B 6eH 4e, YCJlbl­
waTb 1u paccKa3bl. 
H~yeu Txu Jl.ullb : « n ocJlC 1954 ro.aa BCC Tl:, KTO 

BblCTynan Ja .BbmonHemce )i(etteBCK~tx cornamctt1cil, 
BbUcy>KJlCJlbl 6brmt }'11Til B no.ano.nbe. Ho Mb! npo.a:on­
)f(aJU1 6opb6y, HCrtOJlbJYR MHplth1e cpe.u.cTBa. MHe. 
KaK I{ MHOrllM MOlfM roaapuwaM, Ta!OKe nprtWJIOCb 
yiiTJf B 110,!l,nOJLbC. 

C 1957 ro.na Teppop ew,e 6onbme yc1m1111c11. 
Ha11anacb 11acT011wast oxorn Ja 6bIDWJIMH r1acrn11-
KaMH ConponID.lle1uui. B uawu pj!JJ,L>t JaTecaJJncb 
npOBOKaTOpbl. n O'ITll BCC 'IJtellbl 06JfaCTIIOro 11011-
flOJlb){OfO KO MllTCTU OKa3iLJ111Cb B KQ}lll,narepnx u 
nopbMax. MHornc norn61111. B 1958 ro,a.y rcM 113 
HUC, KTO e1ue JlCttCTBOBliJ[ 8 neraJCbH.blX opraH113a­
UKRX. npl{WJlOCb nepelint Ha tteneranbttoe nono>Ke1<11e. 
B 1959 ro.ny st 6blna ceKpeTapeM no,llnOJTbHoro 06-
KOMa. Tpy.llllble 3To 6bunt opeMeHa. CKpblOMHCb e 
rni110rKax. B nep110ll J:tmK,Jlei1 uaw11 y6e')!(l!lll.a nepe.nKO 
3ammana BO.D,a. npl1XO,llllJTOCb MJ-1.0tllC 'IUCbl CTOll fb 
no nostc B BOJJ.C. Ho 1tMc1rno e 3TH TpYJJ.HblC ..!llllt 
oKpcnmt Hawn pftAbl. Bo MHOnlJl. .ACpcBAAX n0He1rnircb 
OTpll,!l,bl HapOAHblX MCnrreneil, KOTOpbiC pacnpaBJ1ll-
1111Cb c npe.uaTe.ltJIMH- Ho y nac Hi! 6hmo opy)l(11R, 11 

mo6oe 1non11poeamroe BbtcTynni!1me 6b1JT0 6b1 06pe<te-
110 11a np011an. 

Mbr O'leHb pa.n.oaanncb, Kor,na yJHllll ll , •no Hamcii 
opramnauu1c Dbtnana <teCTb tta•raTb ttapo.l{Hoe eoccTa­
mte. CuruanoM .aoJDK110 aocny>KllTb Bb1crynne1111e 
KpeCTbSlll .uepeomr ,ll,1U1bTXJOli ». 

0 co6blTIUlX, paJeepHyBllfliXCS{ B C<IMOii ,a.cpeBHC 
,ll,HltbTXIOH, paCCKaJblBaeT llX Henocpe.n,cTBeHHblil Y'ta-
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In and around the towns this was still a rudimentary 
movement, but in the mountainous areas of Quang 
Nga i Province it bad by the end of 1959 developed 
into armed resistance. And thus the road of struggle 
brought Ybih Aleo into the ranks of the National 
Liberation Front. 

... During one of my meetings with Tran Buu 
Kiem, the Chairman of the N.L.F. Foreign Affairs 
Commission, he introduced me to a rather short man 
of middle-aged appearance. His skin was slighLly 
darker than that of the Vietnamese ; he wore a black 
European suit, a white shirt and tie, and glasses in 
a dark brown frame, his hair was tinged with grey. 
This was Ybih Alco, the legendary leader of a region 
of brave mountaineers. 

January 17, 1960 

One day in December 1959 there was a meeting in 
the Plain of Reeds, attended by prominent leaders 
of the underground organizations in South Vietnam. 
To assure secrecy, the meeting was held on boats and 
rafts. The subject discussed was U1e current situation 
in the country and an armed uprising of the people. 
The Sa igon regime was in crisis, and this has led to a 
heightening of the terror. The Liberation movement, 
on the other band, was mounting rapidly; armed 
clashes and protests had become more frequent , 
especially in the villages. After a thorough analysis of 
the situation, the conference participants decided chat 
the time had come for an armed uprising of the people. 
The signal would be given by Lhe province of Ben Tre, 
or Bamboo Pier. The date fixed was January 17, 1960. 
The leadership of the uprising was entrusted to Nguyen 



CTUHK Tosapuw. 6a: « Op1!6n.m1<ancst HoBbtH ro.a. no 
ny11110My Kaneli.1:1apt-0. Ho 1111 cTan1r npoxnaJJ.1otb1M11 . 
Be•1epoM 16 llHllUpst e o.n.HoM 1n ca.n.oo 110 ycnoenc11-
110My curHany co6pam1c1> 11J1eu1>1 Aepeee11c1mii noa­
noJtbHOii opra1ur311uiut. C 06c1·a1wa1mii 03H<J KOMllJ1 
Emlb, sxommw11i1 s 'lHCJto pyxoBororreneii, 6bmw11ii 
y11acnrnK aoiiHbt Coapon 1enettm1. « I1ony•1e1:1 np11KaJ 
10 1.1e1-rrpa :noif l{O'lblO 3aXBanrrh ceJTbCK)'IO ynpaey 
l< YKJNTO)l(HTb orpa,u. nommaes, pacnono>1<ttew1cxcst 
11 cene », - Cl<a:Jan OK. 

B noJDJO'ib « narpynb » 6b1JI y sopoT o6tlUtHHoro 
.noMa. Ho ltcnpe.neu.n.eHHbte o6cTOJJTCJThCTBa noMe­
wa..rnt ocyt.1.1ecrene1-uuo 3a.n.yMaHHoii onepal.\l{H. Cpo'l­
Ho 6b1n pa3pa60TaH HOBhti-i nnau. 

Pawu1M yTpoM 17 j{l{JlapH B xapqesmo, r.ne BMCCTe 
co c:eoHM wecpoM TH npoxna)K.n.amtcb nomn1a1t, 
BOpBanacb rpynna 00,LOlOJlblUHXOB. EiyKBa.!lb}{O qepe3 
Mllll)'Tbl B HX pyl<ax 6btffil aBTOMUT IC tteCKOJlbKO 
Kapa61raon. OKaJanwml conponmnc1rnc T1f 6b1JI 
y611T. OCTaJTbHble no.nw1mt pyK1t. JlltWb m!TepblM 
y.n.anocb 6eJKaTb D Hanpasne111m yeJ.Ll.HOro ueHTpa. 
B uawM pyK11 nonano opy)l(He, 6oenp1macb1 ». 

c nepBblX AHCW BOCCTalJWl CJIQ)ICHJlOCh .a.ea Kj)YOHblX 
011ara eoopyiKemmli 6oph6.b1. 0.Ll.Hl:! - Ra ccBepe, 
,npyroii - ua rore. fmlBHhlM onopRblM rryHKTOM 
BOopy)l(ellRhtX CllJC nai-pl{OTOll Ha CeBepe CTa.JI OCTpoa 
Eao, ua fOre s Moxae - ocrpoa M1rub. B KOlu~e 
$CBpa.ru1 l{a ocrpo:ee Mlrnh npomourna ncTpe'ia 
napnt3aHCKllX. OTpH.Ll.OB. 

KTo Tat..-oii « B1.encour »? 

CerO,llRH BC'tepOM B XH:lKlllJ)' Ha Ol1HOH ID napTH-
3UHC1CllX 6a3 JaWJUI npOCTHTbCR co MHO.il XOMallllllP, 
lCOMHCCap If 60HUb£ OT"pH,D.a. ,11,a.Jlbwe R noii.zty c 
.npyntMlf. fny60KaJJ HO'lh. CU.LI.HM MOJl'la. fpycrno 
paccTaBaThCJt. Ha eoif]{e HeCKOJtbKO Aaei:i coBMecTAoli 
)K}(J}U{ nopOIO Jl(atfaT 60.rJ:.blliC, "ICM MeClll.lbl 11 µa11<e 
TO.LI.bl, npo.Be,£1CHllblC B M}{pBOtt o6cTaBOBKe. 11 BOT 
OKI£ ywmt. D pit HCpOBHOM CBeTe xepOCTfHOBOl1 JlaMflhl, 
Bb!JlO)!(KB Ha 6aM6yxoBblH CTOJI ,nHeBHlfK, CIOKY H 
,nyMa10 o cy,nb6ax 3T1t:x pe6'rr 11 .neatfaT, no,1rnnb1x 
My)!(<110t JC ll\elcw,11.u s 'iepH.blX xpeCTh.smcxnx KypTKax, 

KOTOpblX OKpeCTUJIH « .BbCTKOHrOM ». Tio,naamuowec 
60JlbWllHCTBO 6oiiuos HllpOJ:tHhlX BOOpy)f(CJ1HblX. ClfJl 
}Q)l(Horo BbenrnMa - MOJlO.Ll.e)f(b B eo3pacTe OT I 6 
.no 25 neT, xpecTbXHe, ,llen! KpeCTbKH. Ho :no y)l(e ue 
TO noxonem1e, KOTopoe ).l.Ba.LOJ.aTb TPH ro.u,a uaJUA 
00,lllUUlOCb H COBCpilllUlO A.eryCTOBCKYJO peBomou1uo, 
aoena.rro .neaRTb JieT. Tor,na .no 61.urn nerpaMOTllhte, 
3a6KTbte nOMClWfllbl{M np01i3DOJIOM xpeCTbJIHC, 3a­
llaBJleHHaJI. KOJIOlO<anlt3MOM MCJfKaR 6YPJKYU31UI., 6e,a-
1fbJH ropOACKOii mo.a. CaMiUI 1>:pynlialf nomrrH'ieCKast 
napnu1 B 1945 ro.Ll.y - KoMMymccn1qecxaJ1, Rac•nrrhr­
nana 11 camrx psi.nax. scero WITh TblClf'I •1eno11ex. 

TI0KoJie1me, IC OTOpoe BOIQeT cerOAHR, Blmeno 
3apmtUbl wonoii )l(ll3Hn Ha PO.LI.HOM 3eMne. Om1 xoru 
:>Kl!Tb no-HOBOMY lC DOTOMY cerO,llHJI .n.ep)f(aT B pyicax 
opy)l{HC. 

Thi Dinh, the secretary of the provincial revolutionary 
committee. 

Years will pass, but people will always remember 
the events of those days; the meeting in the Pla in of 
Reeds and the first days of the uprising, which ushered 
in a new stage of the liberation movement in South 
Vietnam. I was fortunate to have met the leaders of 
the armed uprising in Ben Tre and some of the people 
who were active in it, and heard their accounts of these 
events. 

Nguyen Thi .Dinh: ·•After 1954 all those who had 
called for fulfilment of the Geneva Agreements had 
to go underground. But we continued t he struggle 
by peaceful means. Like many of my comrades, 
I too had to go underground. 

·• (n 1957 the terror increased . A real manhunt 
began, to round up everyone who had taken part in 
the Resistance. Our ranks were infiltrated by provoca­
teurs, and nearly all the members of the regional 
underground committee were put in concentration 
camps and prisons. Many lost their lives. In J958 those 
of us who were still working in legal organizations 
had to go into bjdi:ng. In 1959 I was the secretary of 
a regional underground committee. Those were diffi­
cult times for \JS who were in hiding. During the mon­
soon period our shelters were often flooded . Some­
times we had to spend hours up to our waist i.n water. 
But the difficulties fortified our ranks. In many villages 
there arose detachments of the people 's avengers to 
deal with lhe traitors. We had no arms, and any 
isolated uprisings by our men would have been 
doomed. 

" We were very happy to lea.m that our organization 
was to have tbe honour of starting the popular uprising. 
The signal for the uprising would be given by the 
peasants in the village of Dinh Thuy. " 

The events that came to pass in that village were 
recounted to me by one who took part in them, 
Comrade Ba. 

Ba: " The lunar new year was approaching. The 
nights has become chilly. On the evening of January 
16, in response to a prearranged signal, the members 
of the village underground organiz.ation gathered i.n 
one of the gardens. One of the leaders, Binh, who 
fought in the Resistance, acquainted the others with 
the situation. 'We have orders from the centres,' he 
sa id, ' to capture lhe village police station tonight 
and wipe out the police force stationed in the vilh1ge.' 

•• At midnight a 'patrol' was outside the gates of the 
community centre. But unforeseen circumstances 
made it impossible to carry out the operation. An 
alter native plan bad to be worked ou1 quickly. 

" Early in the morning on January I 7 a group of 
members of the underground burst into the tavern 
where the police were enjoying themselves together 
with their chief Clti. Minutes later the attacking party 
were i11 possession of a submachine-gun and several 
carbines. Chi, who had tried to resist, was killed; others 
put up their hands. Only five men managed to escape 
in the direction of the district centre. We now had 
arms a nd am.munition. " 
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0JlHaKo cpe.n11 pe6KT Ha 111ero oTp.li.Ua TpY .Ll.lfO 
Hafrrn.- xorn. 6bt o,mmro, l<TO He 6htll 6bt CDR3aH TaK mm 
1rna,1e c Y'tacTmtKaMu aepnoro ConpoT1ffiJleH11n. HeT 
11 HI! OpHoro, y J<oro 6bt B ceMbe ue 6blJTO nocrpa­
,uaBwero oT 1eppopa caiiroHcKoro pe)!(J·IMa. 

Cero,lUUl'Jllline napnnaHb1 OTJI11'!a1-0TCR 11 cBotrM 
BJ~eWJIHM Bi'l.UOM. 01m aKKypanm nOACTplDKCHbl, 
Bb16pilTbl. Kyp1rrb. ecru{ noJBomteT o6cTaKoaKa, 
npe)l.no•m,Tal-OT c11rapeThJ. 06pa3oBaime rte moKe 
Tpex-tteTb1pex KJlaccoa. Y Ml:!Orwx oopTanmHbte 
TpaH3HCTOpHbie np1tCMHJlK1t. P.a,ium 3,necb 11eo6xo­
L\HMO. 0Ao <1aCTo 3aMcIUT.CT ra'3eThI. B Ka)!(JlPM 
OTp.li,Ue eCTb CaMO,ll.6l{TeJ"(b1{0CTb, CBOH n01Tbl ~ llbeT­
RaMQbf mo6srr no:nHIO, c y,noBOJlbCTBllCM l[J(Tru-OT 

Ha~nyc·rb H cnour u ueJibte no3MhL B mo6oM OT]Jstlle 
3a nne'laMli KOrO-mf6Y.llb 113 6oftaOB MOiKHO BMeCTe 
c KapafomoM yan.JJ.CTb nrrapy. MLI cn1>1wamr, KaK 

n.010T 3Tif peforra, a BCAb nec1rn TO'l!<e MOTYT pac­
CKa3aTb MHOroe 0 JTIO)l.}!."X. 

f oaopn 0 HOBOM nOKOJteJU(l1, R BOBCe He XO'IY 
CKa3aTb, 'ITO CTapwce nOK.OJTewce OTCTaJlO. Ono Bhl­

pocrro .zzyxo:suo 3a nporue)lum:e ro,D.ht. 0110 - Hcnl>f­
Tamfbttt ana1trap,ir oc:so6on1rreJthHoro .llBIOKCl-0!.SI. MHe 
•iaCTO nptCXO,ll.lrJtOCb BCTpe'!aTbCSl c onhlT!lblMH, o6pa-
30BUl-OtblM~f KOMUH,ll,llpaMH H. KOMHCCapaMif, KOTOpble 
1-lU'llllt([Jlll 60pb6y llOJiyrpaMOTit:blMH, a TO 1T Herpa­
MOTilb!Mlt KpeCTbSUll'.lMI( It pa60•111M1-1. JlllWb .UH)'ll­

Tlffil{O liaXOJJ.llBWlfMlf CBOC MCCTO .B penomou.rnr. ,ll.nn 
anx 40-e ro)lbJ - ao ecex onwwe1-11rnx 11poii,1J.e1111 b1A 
py6e)f(. 

BoT '.)TOT cnnaB cTapoA rnap;mm, C"BOHMH py:icaMli 
cosepwusweii peaomou,mo, co3,nana:aweti t1apo.rn-ry10 
apMtHo, npowc,1J.wcii •1epe1 M11on 1e ro,ll.bl BOHllbl 11 

no.nnoJtbR, c MOJlO)J.blM flOKOJICHllCM, oocmnailllblM 
Ha oceo60.u1ne.rrbllblX llJlCAA, Ir{ CCTb TO r CUM bl ii 
(( DbeTKOHf », KOTOpbrii np11BO,ll,HT B y">KaC 111-rrcpacH­
TOJl. Cpe.n.1r napTM3al:I eCTh KOMM)'liHCTbl, HO B OCKOB­
HOM Hau11011aJJbI{hr.H <l>po1n oc.eo6o">K.nett11n - umpo­
KOC .u.eMOKpaTJt'-leCKOe JlDl'OKem1e. 

AMcp11KaHcxan ne•1aTb 11eMaJTO noTpy.ll.HJiacb 11a.ll 
C03)1,UIHICM 06pa3a 3TaKOro (( 6e3)J(aJtOCTllOro, xo­
JlOJl.HOro ebeTKOHroacKoro y6uiiub1 ». Bee :no -
COCTas1:1a11 11aCTb apceHUJIU TUUITeJlbHO npo.n.yMUHHOii 
11cirxonorlfl1ecxoM now~cb1. 

,Ua, Ollll cypoDbl K Bpary, )Tl{ pe6RTU H ,neB'IUTa, 
cTpom K ce6e. He:noe,!1,ast, oTMep11nan TblC51'l lf nap­
T113HHCKHX KllJlOMeipO.B, lHfl\TO H3 lUIX l:fe OCMemr­
BUeTCH e3ir1 b AJJn cc6ll. w- 3eptt:bll11Ka pnca n Jl.OMe 
KpecThSlHHHa. Be)l.b :no 11x 6paTb5l, me po.Ll.1-lan JeMJrn I 

C 3ax.na'!elllb1MJ1 .e n11e1:1 coJl.ll,aTaM~t 11 ocliw.uepaMJL 
caiirollCKOH apMlil'C, KpOMe OTMl.BJieHJLblX roJJOBope-
30B, napn11a11b1 o6xop,ff1'CJI ryMam10. f1ne11u t 1M 
l'epncmmo p8.3b51CJHllOT u.emt H<t>O, nonmKe1me o 
CTPaHe. 3To He TaJ' ncr.J<o, ecn11 TOJtbKO '!TO B 6010 
y61un1 TBoero ,llJ)yra, ecmf enepc~11 eUJ.e J.IOJl raJl 
Kpo.eonpomnuasi 6op1>6a. 

Be•1cpoM Mb1 CTon1111 y lCJDK.1t.1rn1 If cnywa1m, KaK 
rJI,c-To pRJlOM ncmt <( o 6eJlOM 1utaT0•1Ke, KO'rOpbtM 
~eny1.uKa .BhllmlaaeT 6onl..(y » ... Ha m1ua pe611T Ha-
6e)Ka11a nerKast rpycTb. 6ay JlioK, MOJlOLIOtt naptttnu­
Ka, n<Xo, 11a.eeptroe, '!T06bt ue cnyntyTh necH10, cKa-

From the first days of the uprising two major centres 
of armed struggle emerged in the country: one in the 
north, the other in the south. The stronghold of the 
patriotic armed forces in the north was the island of 
Bao; in the south it was the island of Minh, in the 
Mo Cay area. At the end of February there was a 
meeting of guerrilla detachments on the island of 
Minh. 

Who are the " Vietcong "? 

That evening the commander of the guerrilla detach­
ment, the commissar and the men came to my hut 
where I bad been staying at one of the guerrilla 
bases to say good-bye to me before J set out. We sat 
in silence late into the night. It was a sad partin,g. 
A few days spent together in wartime sometimes mean 
more than months and even years in peaceful con­
ditions. They left. lam now sitting at my bamboo table 
with my diary in front of me; in the Dickering light of 
the kerosene lamp I think about the fate of these 
lads and girls, these middJe-aged men and women in 
black peasant jackets, Who are called the" Vietcong. " 

The vast majority of the soldiers of the people's 
armed forces in South Vietnam are young people 
aged 16 to 25; they are peasants and children of 
peasants. This is a different generation from the one 
who rose up twenty-three years ago and carried oul 
the August Revolution, figbting on for nine years. 
Those had been downtrodden peasants who could 
neither read nor write, petty bourgeois townspeople 
oppressed by colonialism, and the urban poor. The 
biggest political party in 1945, the Communist Party, 
bad only five thouscmd members. 

The generations fighting today have seen the dawn 
of a new life in their native land. They want to live 
a new life, and they are fighting for fr with weapons 
in their bands. 

Nevertheless, among the lads io our detachment it 
wottld be hard to find one not associated in one way 
or another with someone who had fought in the Resis­
tance. There is not one whose family bas not suffered 
from the terror of the Saigon regime. 

The guerrillas of today are also djlferent in their 
appearance. They are clean-shaven and have their 
hair cut short. When they have time for a smoke, 
they prefer cigarettes. All of them have had at least 
three or four years' schooling. Many have transistor 
radios, which are a necessity as there arc no news­
papers. Every detachment has its ewn talent group 
and poets. The Vietnamese are very fond of poetry 
and enjoy reciting whole poems from memory. In 
every detachment one is also sure to find someone 
wjth a guitar slung over his shoulder as well as a 
carbine. l have heard those lads sing, and songs can 
speak worlds about people. 

In saying this about the new generation, I do not 
wish to imply that the older generation is laggin~ 
behind. They too have advanced intellectually in 
recent years. Indeed , they are the staunch vanguard 
of the liberation movement. f have often met experi­
enced and educated commanders and commissars who, 
when they first entered the struggle, were sem:i-lit-

53 



K 6010 lOl//OObl I 

Ready for bartle. 



, 

01111 6yoym cpa:HCambc.q «Meeme c 0111110.1111 

They will jig/11 sho11fder to shoulder with their fathers. 

1an : (< Pa3.se MoryT etue r,lle TaK neTb. TaK mo61tTb, 
B pa3J1YKC, 1:1e Dll,USl npyr .npyra MHOrne fO,llbI ? .. . » 

:. 

« fiOJJKOBO,lleQ OCllHOH apMHll » 

LleJlOBCK<l. 0 KOTOpOM noil,LI.CT paccKa3, MllC YBll­
,llCTb He y)lanocb. Ho Tpy.ntto npe.ncrna:1Tb 6e3 Hero 
6eH 4e. CJlaBHYIO 3eMJUO, J\OTopy1-0 OH mofotJl 
6on1.>we >Kll311H, 1eM1uo. r.ne a mmape 1960 ro,D.a 
BCllblXHYJlO flJlaMn llUpO.UHOro nocc·raHml, nOJlQ)l().IB· 
wee Ha'lano oTopoi1 ooilHe ConpoT11Bnc1-111sr. 

flo1.nHeli ocel!bIO 1964 ro.na B o.m10M u1 6oen y Mo 
Kall KapaTem1 1axaaT11m1 u 11ne11 pa11e1-t0ro napnr-

erate, if not completely illiterate, peasants and workers 
with only a vague idea of the meaning of revolution. 
For them the 1940s are a period they can now look 
back ·on from a vantage point of greater maturity. 

The old guard-who carried out the revolution, 
built up the people's army, and have had years of 
experience in war and underground activities- and 
the young generation, brought up on the ideas of 
Liberation, make up the " Vietcong, " so dreaded by 
the invaders. Among the guerrillas there are Commu­
nists, but by and large the N.L.F. is a broad democratic 
movement. 

The US press has tried hard to build up the image 

55 



Tpo311oe cat.roOe11b11oe opy:Hcue 

Wasps are also a weapon. 

JaHa, 011 HCTeKan KpODblO. J1b 611TOfO aplfKJia)l.aM.H, 
ero rrp11TaULHJll l B BOCHllYIO KOMett)laTypy, TaM nbna­
Jll(. Ho Oll .uo nOCJlC)l.HeH MIHIYTbl )l<lf3HH OCTaJI­
CSI TDep.llblM B ceoeii J3Cpe II y6e11<}le1un1.x, OCTaJICSI 
Tax11M, xa1Ca!l WJJa o HCM cJiaBa ewe npu )l(J{31fll. 

Mano KTO ecp1n o TO, '!TO noni6 3TOT Reo6b1KHOBeH­
Hb1it 'lenoDeK. 0 li.CM n ceJ1'lac roeopsir Kal< o 'lKlfBOM. 

CTapb1i1 noJJ.nOJibllllfK, 1COMMym1cr, 6oeeoii ocjmuep 
Xaii, OT xoToporo lf noepeb1C ycnbuuan o Hryeu 
Ba.t Tb1, c1CaJan : « 3ua10. 'lyllec He 6braaer, HO ra1eoli 
napCHb, ICaK Tbl, HC MOf norn6HYTb· 3TOMY sr He Mory 
noaep11Tb ». ,Ua !I 11 caM noc11e MHoro'llicneHflbJX 
paccl\aJoe o Tb1 r)le-To e rny6HH.e .aywlr ua.neJOcb : 
a MO)f(eT 6b1Tb, 11 npaeb1 .upyJb!I, IKHB Tbt. BcSCKoe 
c11y'!aeTcsi Ha eoitue. 
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of a cold-blooded and ruthless " Vietcong" ki ller. 
Th.is is part a nd parcel of a carefully planned psycho­
logical warfare. 

Yes, they are harsh to the enemy, these lads and 
girls; they are also exacting towards themselves. 
Often they are short of food on their marches, which 
take them over thousands of kilometres, but none 
of them will ever take a single grrun of rice for him­
self from a peasant family. These are their brothers 
and they are defending their native land ! 

Soldiers and officers of the Saigon army who are 
taken prisoner, except for out-and-out cutthroats, 
are treated humanely by the guerrillas, who patiently 
explain to them the aims of the N .L.F. and the situation 
in the country. This is not an easy thjng to do, when 



... Y Hrye1-1 Bali Tb1 6b1J10 MH.Oro napn!3aac1mx 
11Men. 4 Hcno nx pocno c ro.n.aM11. Ho caMb1e nony­
mtpllbte 113 1-01x - « noJTKOBO.D.ell ocHHOH apMtuf I>, 

« K.opo!lb Mint», « tteBHI!.HMKa », « 11apo.o.eii 1n Mo 
Kai\ l> . B 197 1 ro.D.y eMy 6b11£0 6b1 Bcero TpU.itl.laTb 
wecTb JteT. 

Bell. )fCJt3H.b 6aTpaKa 11 chrna 6arpaKa npowna a 
.n.epeBHC, pacnono)l(eHHOtt B.D.OJlb w~rpoKoro rpana, 
ee.n.yLUero 1u yeJ.nttoro ueurpa Mo Kae B ropo.n. lieH 
4 e. CeMbll 6bma 6oJTbW3.JI.. C yrpa .o.o ae,1epa a 
xm1orne Bee cToJLJto aeepx JlllOM OT OJia'la 1c a1cJra 
.AeTBOpbl. Pa6oTaTb l<8'1HHaJIH parro, c BOCbMIC­
.necll.nt neT - HC yM1cpaTu JKe c ro1m.a.y. B mmape 
1960 ro,Aa B }lepeB!fe BrrepBble X.OJ.!leBUMlf CTaJTl{ 
KpCCTblllle. 6aTpaK T bt BCTymrn B OTPSUl aapo.o.Horo 
onon11emtll.. 3a 'leT1>1pe ro.na OH y•iacTBoBaJt s 215 
onepamH1~ Ha ero rur-rnoM c<teTy cTo wecTb,Aecl{T 
y6HTblX coir.ua·1 1c o<p•tllepos npon mlillKa. JkrcH;Iap-
1ty10 CJlauy naTpllOTY nplCttecmt npl(pD.AFthlH yM, 
yMemre B caMoii Tpy1utoll o6crn.H.oaxe Raxo,mrri, 
nopa3J1TCJlbHO npOCTble pewel.(H}I. 

O.mco epeM>t n .aepel3Hf0 Ja•Jacnum KrtpaTemt. 
Opy)K1Hl y napnrnm - paJ-.Zl.Ba If 06YCJ1Cll. ,llo6b1Tb 
ero l{C raK-To rrerKo. MHoro 6eccoJ{llblX HO'leif npo­
ecJt Tb1, 1-(Wa .Bb1xo.o.. OT cTapllKOB OH KalC-TO CJibLWan, 
'fTO n poncn Bpa ra B 31"1CX. MCCTIIX l{CJIOJTbJOBallif oc. 
Ylx nOJ'{\IJlUJ.a uana.namt 1ui 3aXBaT'lKXOB, H Te 6e)l(aJu>( 
Ge3 orJtll,Ll.Kll. Mo:>KeT, 3TO npocrn cxaax1r ? PA,D.oM c 
Jl.OMOM oc - .uenb1e po11. Ho BOT 3a,na'la : KaK 11x 

AOCT88~1Tb K MeCTy 3aCa)l.b1 ? 
Thi 11a•1aJI noucKH. 4aca~m ott 6eJoTpbCBHO Ha6mo-

11a.n '\a nnRAJ\KllMtl or. 1\, J{fl KOJ:rell, .uo61mc.1£ cBoero. 
Tenepb Tbt MOr nepeB03lITb oc. xy.o.a yro,atto. OornM 
co3pe11 nepBbu1 CMeJlbtM nmrn. l<a>K.AYIO HO'lb Ha 
.nopore OH yCTpaHBan 33rpa)l(JJ.CJHle H3 >Kep.a.cit 
Con.a:aTbt caliroucKoli apMIOC µ;orrro myYamr :no 
CTpatUtoe npenJCTCTB~le. 3aTeM OCBO}UU{Cb I{ Ka'lK,aoe 
yTpo, <iepTbrX31lCb no ITOBO.JJ.Y qy.n.a•cecTB KaKoro-TO 
H.ztHOTa, npOCTO-HanpoCTO OT6pacbmamr )l(ep,D.lr B 

CTOpOKy. 
HacTana ltO'lh, Karna Tb! peunm, HaKoHel.l, Ha'laTb 

JKcnepnMeRT. I< 0)1,HOMY 1{3 KOlIIlOB )l(epµ;H o~ 
npmcpemm rne3,na c ocaMlr, n-pliHec.euahlMli io JJ.OMa. 
Ha 3TOT pa3 e.u»a con.n;aTbl .noTpOKYJlliCb /l.O )l(Cp.Qelr, 
KaK •1epeJ MMHYTY MX o6nemrn poll oc. Eme KeC KOJCbKO 
MrHoneHJfH - ({ see OHR co .83.AYTblMJt JUUJ.aMlt II 

wemm nycntmtcb ttaYTeK . .. 
TiepBoe cpa)l(eRHe 6btJTO .Bbmrpatto. Ho Tb1 no tte 

y,a.onnernoptmo. Ou 3aMenur, •1To B « 6010 » y'facno­
Bamt He nee ocbt, a JlKlllb oape.n.eneHHa.!l 'laCTb, Ko­
TOpbot OB OKpeCTlUl « 6oeB.blMJl )>. OHR 6b1mt 6oJlbwe 
.o.pyrnx. CHO.Ba M}''l.HICllb]{ble DOHCKH, OT6op. 

n o .a.opore ,IUUIJ"a.JIC.ll OTp.Jl,Q 'leJIOUCl< B CTO Ha 
6poReMawmcax. 06Hapy>KJm noBpe)KlleHJt:ll nonoTHa 
.o.oporn, oqmuep npHxa.3aJt ABYM canepaM 1mnt Bne­
p e,ID{ KOJIOHKbl. Jioiommo 031<paHCb no CTOpOIU\M, 
omt np116m131untcb K aospe>KAeK1U1M . B 3TO'r MoMelff 
Tbt JI.epHyJI Ja 6e11eaK}'. fio'f)'sm ceo6o.a:y, apMa.na oc 
uatt.ccna nepBbtii y.tlap ao canepaM. 06e3yMeB OT 
JI.HI<Ofi 60Jt1c, OJI.HlC U3 HUX Bhlll)'CTIUI 10 pyK rpaHary. 
rpoX:HyJI 83pbtB. 3aTCM HaCTa.Jla O'lepeJI.b COJI,.O;aT, 

one's best friend has just been killed in battle and when 
there is still a long struggle ahead. 

One evening we stood outside a but listening to the 
lads singing somewhere in the distance about a " white 
kerchief that a girl was embroidering fo r a soldier. " 
The faces of the young men who were with me became 
pensive. Bay Luc, little more than a boy, said softly, 
as if he were afraid of breaking off the song : "Where 
else can people sing so and Jove so, without having 
seen each other for many long years ? ... " 

" The Wasp Army General " 

The hero of this story is someone I have never been 
able to meet. But without him it is hard to visualize the 
Ben Tre region he loved so dearly, the region where the 
people's uprising started in January 1960, marking 
the beginning of the second war of Resistance. 

rn the late autumn of 1964, in one of the engagements 
at Mo Cay, the punitive forces captured a wounded 
guerrilla who was bleeding profusely. He was beaten 
with rifle butts a nd then dragged into the military 
command.ant's office, where the torture continued. 
But to hfa last breath he remained true to his convic­
tions, true to the fame he had earned in his lifetime. 
Few speak of tJ1is extraordinary man as being dead. 
Indeed to this day people speak about him as a living 
person. 

The old underground worker, Communist and 
officer Hai, fro m whom I .first h.eard about Nguyen 
Van Tu, sa id to me: " l know miracles don't happen, 
but a man like Tu couldn 't have been killed. T can 't 
believe it. " 

Having heard many stories about Tu I too began 
to hope against hope that perhaps bis friends were 
right and he was alive. After all, anything can happen 
in a war. .. 

Nguyen Van Tu was known by many names among 
the guerrillas, aad their number increased year arter 
year. The most popular among them are:" The Wasp 
Army General, " " The Land-mine King, " " The 
Invisible Man, " and " The Magician from Mo Cay. " 
rn 197 1 he wou Id have been only 36. 

His who le life as a farm labourer 's son and then us 
a farm lubourer himsel f passed in a vill3gc situated 
on the highway leading from the district centre of 
M o Cny to the city of Ben Tre. The family was a large 
one. He started working when he was about nine-it 
was better limn going hungry. fn January 1960 the 
peasant!. for the first time became the masters of the 
village. Tu. a farm labourer. joined the home guard . 
In four years he took part in 215 operations. He killed 
160 enemy soldiers and officers. His keen mind and 
his ubili1y to find ~imple solutions to the rnost baffling 
problems had by then won him legendary fame. 

At one time the punitive forces often came to the 
village. The guerrillas had few arms and little possi­
bi lity of obtaining more. Tu spent many a sleepless 
rtight thinking over this problem. He had heard from 
an old man that wasp~ lu\d once been used against 
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Ha napn1111a11c1101i mpone 

Guerrilla path. 

the enemy in these parts. Swarms of wasps had attacked 
a group of invaders and forced them to flee . This 
might no t have bce111rue. bu t it was true that there were 
plenty l) r wasps about. T he question was how to 
use them for a n ambush ... 

For hours Tu would watch the behaviour of the 
wasps. and linally he learned what he wanted to 
know. Tu could now ca rry the wasps· nests wherever 
he liked. And he worked out his first plan. Every 
night he would erect a barrier of poles o n the road. 
The soldiers of the Saigon army at firs t looked over 
this s trange ob~tacle very careful ly . Then. morning 
arter morning, they wo uld curse the act of some 
village idiot and Oing the po les aside from their path . 

There came the night when Tu at last decided 10 

attach the wasps' nes ts he had brought fro m home. 
No sooner hnd the soldiers to uched that pole than a 
swarm nl' wasps s ta rted a LLUl:king them. A few seconds 
later they were fleeing in ull dircdions. their faces and 
neck swollen ... 

T he Jirs t battle had been won. Bu t T u was no t 
sa tisfied . He had noticed that not all the wasps had 
taken part in the "batt le." The wasps that had taken 
purt- whom he !lamed the " militants "-were larger 
thnn the others. So began a no ther period of study 
and selectio n. 

A force or abo ut a hundred men were tra vell ing 
in arnwured cars a lo ng a road. When they c-ame upon 



HBXOD.J-IDWICXCll Ha 6poReMacmmax.. BJ.,nyam11ecK, ne­
peKoweHHblC OT 601nt mm.a, nam'f'leCKHe KpllKH 
(< 0 apT1<3aHhl ! » D.OBepunum Ha'la.BlllYIOC.Sl namncy. 
4 epe3 llCCKOJlbKO MIDIYT Ra 6eweHoil CKOpOCTll 
KapaTCJllL M'laJ!JfCh .a 06paTIIy10 CTOpOHy. 

n poCTOtt KpeCTb.Sll001-6aTpaK CT<Ut ll3BeCTllblM lla 
BCIO ,nenbTY MeKoura « BOeHJihIM OCOBO.UOM », (( non­
KOBO.ll.UCM oc1tHoii apM10i ». BcKope T bt y,nanocb 
JJ.0611TbCll, 'IT06bl OCbl no cro CKTWUty HC TOJlbKO 
R'a'lllHaJrn aTat<y, HO u B03epaiuamtcb ,noMoif. Ott 
yCKOplUl pocT OC, Bbfpa6oTan MeT0.£1.bl (( Bocmrra­
HWI » c.so1cx. nHTOMueB. Oehl no npnpo.n;e cooe1i 
npecnenyioT epara JU!lllb Ha Koponmx. mccTaHUJtslX., 
HO Tbt tto6.11ncsr OT illl.X pacwnpemur « 3om1 aTaK1l ». 

« Ocm1all apMllll » - mruib o,!J,Ho 10 •1y.nec, oT­
KpblTblX Tb1. EMy np1nta,lJ,Jle:i1mT 1l306peTe111Je orpoM-
11oro caMocTpeJLa, XKTpoyMBbLX MIDIHbLX nooyweK u 
MHororo .npyroro. Ceii'lac nee, ' ITO 6hlJlo OTKpbtTO 
'.lTtrM uapO,llHblM yMeJlbU.CM, C.ll)')!(lff rp031tb1M opy­
)t(HCM a pyt<ax napncJatt. H ryei,i BaM Tb1 aocMepn to 
npHCBOeHO 3Ba1ure repOR ApMlut OCB060:>K,D.etU{SI. 

Ce1111c~·ue 0110111({'Jf1/bl 11 iJ0111111e MeK011za 

Mekong 11i/lagers rook lip arms. 

a damaged stretch or the road. the commanding 
ll fTICer llrdered f WO Sappers tO go in front Of the CO­

iumn. With fearful gla nces to the right and left. 
rhey approached the stret~h . Al that moment Tu 
jerked u string releasi ng an armada of wasps. Piercing 
pain cau~ed one of the sappers to d rop ::r grenade he 
wal. currying. The explosion caused panic among the 
men in the armoured cu rs. The cries of the men who 
had been s tung and shrieks of " Guerrillas!" added 
to the confusion. A few minutes later the punitive 
force were driving at breakned. speed in the opposite 
direction. 

After that thb ordinary fa rm labourer beeume 
known throughout the Mel..ong delta a~ the •· militnry 
wa~p leader·· and the ·•wasp army gcnaal. ·· s~ion 
Tu had trained his wasps to return to the home base 
as well as attuck 111 response Lo signals. He fou nd 
ways of stimulating the grnwth of his wasps and devel­
oped meth ods of" truining .. them. Ordinarily wasps 
pursue an c11emy for o nly short distances. but Tu 
was able to extend their "attacki ng range. " 

The" wnsp army .. was o nly one of Tu ·s " miracles " . 
He also. for exam ple, invented a huge slingshot and 
fo und ingenious means of camouflaging booby traps. 
The inven tions or this resourceful patriot are now 
formidable weapons in the hands of the guerrillas. 
Nguyen Van Tu was posth umously awarded the title 
of Liberatio n Army Hero. 
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Kor.n.a Bau11uu1oi-r npmuur pewcHJfe tta'iaTb no.n.­
roTOBKY K pa3BH:lbmatouo n11paTCKOil BOJAYUJlIOM 
BOlsftbl npOTICB .Ll.PB ? Pa31{blC JilOJlll, ICCTO'UIHKll II 
AOKyMeHTbl .n.mor paJJHl'll{bJC OTBeTbl. 0.mraKO pe'lb 
u.n.eT o L(eTMJIX.. •JaCTilblX MOMe1nax. On1oc1nCJ1bHO 
rnaeuoro 6onbWJlX cnopoa ueT. 4 To )Ke 3TO 3a 
PYOC)Kll '? 

Maii 1961 ro.na. npe3H,UeHT CWA ,ll.. Ke111te,C111 
01106p1rn T.H. nnaH « cKpb1n.1x .neikTBltH ». Cof!lac1-10 
CeKpCTHOMY ,D,OKJla,L\y ne1naro11a npe,lJ.yCM3TpUB3nOCb 
npone.n.e101e CJleJJ.y1-01.1.1u:x aKt.Utii : 

« I. Ornpae1<a areHTOB B CeeepHbIH BbeTIJaM. 

2. OrnpaoKa areHTOB no BoJ,nyxy a CcBcpHbltt 
BbcnrnM 11a caMoJieTax rp8.)KJJ.al:lcKoii aanamrtt, 
06cJTy:>1oma.1-0U.CllXCJt ttaeMKblMlf 31nma~aw1. 

3. npoHllKHOBeliJfe cneunanbRbJX J-O)KUOBbCTH:l.M­
CKllX (Ml:lpllOHeTO'iliblX - VI.. ill,.) CIUl B lOro-Boc­
TO'iHblH Jlaoc, \IT06bl 0611apyxrnTh If aniKOBaTb 6a:Jbl 
KOMMYllJlCTOB. 

4. CoJ.D.amte cenc conpon1eJTcttiu1. TaiiHh1x 6aJ H 

cne1manbttblX rpynn ,am1 nol!pbrnttbrx ACHCTRllH na 
CCBCpOBbeTH3MCKOH Tepp1rrop11 11 , 

5. n oneTbl Hall Tepp1rrop1teH CeeepllOfO 8beTH3MU 
P.JUI c6paCblBamu1 J01CTOBOK ». 

3a Mec11u. .n.o :n oro e anpeJTe 1961 ro,lla B aMep111<aH­
cKoii nc•1ar11 noste11nocb mnepecHoe coo611.lClutc co 
CCblJlKOH Ha 6eJlbltt ,llOM II ne11Taron: (( OrneTCT· 
eeHHb1e .neITTe1111 IOitmoro Bhen1aMa H CWA pa3pa-
6aTb1ea10T nnaUbl COBMeCTilblX .aci-iCTBllH, l\OTOpble 
6YAYT ocy1.1.1eCTeJ1eJ1b1, ec111c aoettttoe n0Jlm1<e1111e (B 
IO)K}lOM BbOTHaMe) yxy,n11111TCll. B :HOM CJlY'llle B 
CenepuoM BbcTiiaMe 6y.11eT npHMeueua ·1 aKntKa 
papTU33l{CKOii 80HHbl , n pocTettUJHM nyTeM RBlfTC51 
'38CbJJUcn n Ceaepttblil BbeTHaM ua cyAaX 11 caMonernx 
11e6onbw11x no.apa3,llenem1i1. fpynn b1 OT 5 AO 30 'le­
noeeK. o.ue 1 i,1e B rpa)KAaHcKoe nnaTbe, 6y.nyT 
Ja6paCblBaTbC51 Ha HeCKOJlbKO 'laCOB liJIJ( HeCKOJlJ,KO 
AHCls c 3a.11.a 'leii ycTpa1rB8Tb tlllBepclill na MOCTax, 
CKJla.n.ax II T. n .. l<BliOCICTb Tj[)f(eJlhJU ypm1 KOMMy­
HllCTil'iCCKOii apMHll H T . .lJ.. ». 

PyKono.11.creo ~Toti oneprurn:eii CWA B'lrunt Henoc­
pe.o.cTee1uio Ha ce611. 

B IO)KttOM BbentaMe co3.n.a10TcR u.e.i1b1e narep11, 

... fl!C/1)'611111\0 ClllpOllHO llMuc)O/l/th/C OOCt',1t' 1080tlbJ· i!lli!Olll11bl, 

"J;l/!IWtpOClllOlll/1111 ••• 

The Dcmoc:ratic Republir of Vier11a111 111as b11ildi11g gia111 factories 
am/ t:leclric power slatio11s. 

When did Washington decide to starL an aerial 
warfare against the Democratic Republic of Vietnam ? 
Different persons, sources and documents give dif­
ferent answers to this question . But details aside, there 
is little co nt roversy over the main facts. 

In May 1961 President Kennedy endorsed a plan 
for conducting a c-.tmpaign of "secret warfare in 
Vietnam. " According Lo a secret Pentagon report the 
plan env isaged the following actions: 

I. Dispatch of agents into North Vietnam. 
2. Dispatch or agents into North Vietnam in non­

mil itary planes manned by civilian air crews. 
3. I nfiltrution of special South Vietnamese reams 

into South-Eastern Laos to locate and attack. Com­
munist bases. 

4. Setting up of network of resistance, covert bases 
and sabotage teams o n North Vietnamese territory_ 

5. Overflights of North Vietnamese territory for 
dn1pping of leaflets. 

A month earlier, in Apnl 1961, a report appeared 
in the US press which said. quoting White House and 
Pentagon sources. that officials in South Vietnam 
and the United States were drawing up plans of 
joint actions that would be put into e!Tecl if the military 
situation in South Vietnam deteriorated. In that case 
guerrilla warfare tnctil:s would be used against North 
Vietnam. The sim plest way of doing this. according 
to the report, wou ld be to send small teams into North 
Vietnam by sea and air. Teams of five to thirty men in 
civi lian clothes would be sent in for several hours or 
seveni l duys to destroy bridges. warehouses, etc .. tu 
innict heavy losses un the Communist army and so 
forth . 

The U nitcu States <1ssumed charge of this operation. 
Whole camps were set up in South Vietnam where 

US instrudors trained special teams for sabotage 
mi~sions 111 North Vietnam. Thousands of sa boteurs 
Rnd spies were sent into the Demucrulic Republic 
uf Vietnam by sea a nd by air from Laotian territory. 
On July 2, 1961, an unmarked aircn1ft was shot down 
over a coasrn I area. of the Republic. The six saboteurs 
who survived testified al a public trial that they were 
on a mission for the CIA and bad been briefed by US 
officers. However, the attempts o f the CIA to set up 
" guerrilla centres ·· in North Vietnam failed. 

In this difficult situation North Vietnam continued 
its peaceful construction, which was proceeding under 
the slogan of laying the economic and technological 
foundatinrt l'or socialism in the shortest time pos:.ible. 
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r,D.e aMep11KaHc1<11e 11HCTJ>YKTOpbl fOTOB.llT OTJ>.!l,llhl 
oco6oro Ha3Ha'!emu1 .um1 3acb1.rn<H n CenepHbli1 
BbeTHaM. TbtC!l'IK .LlliBepcaITTOB 11 wmtonoB 3a6pacb1-
l!at-0TCll B .UPB MOpeM ]{ ao B03.eyXy, co CTOpOKbl 
naOCCKOJl rpatiHUbl. 2 IU-OJU{ 1961 fOAa KaA npUMOp­
CKliM pai:touoM ,LJ,PB 6h1Jl c6Jn caMoneT 6e3 ono3na­
BaTeJ1hltblX 311axoB. OCTaaWJrecH B 'lKlmbLX weCTh 
romepcaHToB Ila OT1Cpb1TOM cy.ue6HoM npouecce 
OOJCaJam1, '!TO Ollll BbLOOJll{llJlll 33,D.amrn. 1..1,PY u llX 

ACiiCTBIUIMK pyKoBOAUJIU aMepmnrncxue o<j1uueph1. 
0.nHaxo nOObtTKJC 1..1,PY COJJlaTb « napTH33KCKJ~e 
o'larn » B Ce:eepAOM BbeTna.Me noTCpneJlli nponan. 

8 :no~ Tpe:SO)l(JJOii o6CTaHoeKe Ceneplfhtii BheTIVl.M 
npO,LIOmtcan M'Kp1<oe crpmrreJibCTBO, KOTOpoe no· 
npelKHeMy WJlO OOLI Jl03)'11TOM C03)l.al{H.!I B tqlaT'talt­
Wlie cpOKI( MaTepH3Jlb'H.O- TeXJDt'leCKOii 6a3bl cou;ua­
JUl3Ma. B 1963, nocne.a,HeM OTUOCHTeJlbl-1.0 MltpllOM 
rony, )l.ettCTBOIHIJlO y)!(e 1015 n-pOMbllUJleHHblX npCJJ.­
nplC.llTltii, .B TO .opeMll 1\aK B 1955 ro.ey JfX 6b1Jl0 41. 
Kai1C.ll1>1e 3-4 Jl.lOI e crpoi1 ncrynan.a 1wea11 c~a6pmrn 
1-um o6oeKT. B pe3yJTuTaTe nycKa 26 HOBbLX 9J1eK­
rµocraHU.1Gi npolt3BO)l.CTBO 9JlCKTp03HepncH BD3pOCJIO 
n 9 pa3 no cpanHeHJlt-O c 1955 ro.aoM. B 1963 ro.ey 
6blJ1 co6paH peKOp.LlH.bltt ypo')Kai-1 OCHOBllOi1 KYJlbT)'pbf 
pHca - nO'ITll B,D.Boe 60JlbWJUi, •teM B caMOM 6naro­
nplll1THOM '3a nOCJle,Utule P,CCJ!TliJient!I 1939 ro,zzy. 

OnHaKo y)f(e e 1964 ro.ny ,ll.PB npirwnocb nepe­
eMoTµeTb rJlaBHbte 1-tanµannem1J1 neµnoli MJcpHOH 
n.RTHJJeTKlt (1960-1965 rr.) . .11,JUJ :noro y PYKOBOAlf· 
Tenei1 pecny6marn nMeJTHCb caMbte ccpbC:3Hbte npH­
'lHHbl. C KOHUa 1963 ro.na no pacaop.1DKeH1no npe3H­
.nett.Tll CUlA Jl. ,Ll,>Koucotta aMepHKattcKast BoeHuurua 
.snnon1yt-0 npRcryn1ma. K no.nroroaKt: pa'31Ut:JbUJfiHl{)l 
BORHbt npor1m ,llPB. 2 I .a.etca6pa B ceKpenroit naM.RT· 
«oii 3am1cKe Mmrncrpa o6opoHbl CUIA. P. MaxRa­
Mapbt « 06cTaHOBKa BO BbeTHaMe » y>Kc 6buu1 
lf'3JlO>KeHbl 1-taMeTKJ{ nnatta paCWllpeIDUI aMepHKaH­
CKllX onepauHi1 so BbeTHaMe ao BCeM ttanpaeneu11.11M, 
BKJ00'13!1 3CKaJJaUIUO JJ,HBepCICOHJ-lblX onepaUIUt npOTlfB 
)J.eM011.-paT.H•1ecKoti Pecny6Jil1l0r BheTHaM. « flJtaHbr 
npoae.nem{H rai!Kbl.X. onepaa.uil B CeaepuoM BbeT-
1:1aMe, - ,1J.OKJ1a,a.u1BaJI ape314.D.enry CUIA P. MaKHa­
Mapa, - OOJl.fOTOBJtet:fbf ». 

11'3 ny6nllKUU'lftl ce1cpen1.bLX Jl.OKyMeHTOB TieHTaroHa 
CTMO H38eCTllO, lJTO c l lj>eepaAA 1964 ro,a.a Baumur­
TOli ap~ICTYl1l1Jl K ocyw,eCTBJlemuo T.ll. <~ WllpOKOH 
nporpaMMbl T<liiHblX BOel-HlblX oaepauHil npOTllB 
rocy,a.apcTBa Ceaepttbllt Buel'l-iaM » no.n Ko.n.oabIM 
11a3aa1-rneM « OneparneJ{blli nnaR 34-A ». 0Ha BKmo­
'ia.rra D ce6st 0oe1tHO-B03.U.YWH)'l-O pa3BOAKY Tepp!iTOplilt 
,[(PB, noXHLUe1rne ceeepOBbCTHaMCKlfX rpa)l(.uan ,QJl!I 
c6opa pa3ee.u..a.a1ffiblx, c6pacu1eattJ1e napaUIJ-OTHO­
A•teepcHoHlfblX rpyan, peiillbl MOpCKHX (( lCOMal-1.ztOC )) 
Ha no6epe)l(be c ueJtbl-0 (( B3pbtBa )f(ene3HO.D.OpOiKHblX 
II aBTO.D.OpO)l(llhOC MOCTOB, 06c-rpena ceBepOBbeTHaM­
CKlut 6eperoebrx coopyll<ewill Topne.ztHblMU KaTepa­
MU ». 

TeMnbr u Macwra6.bt 3TliX « p3.3pynurreJtbl-lbllt 
onepauuii » 61,rno HaMe'!e1rn pacwKp..RTb Jl ycumraaTb 
-rpeMff 3TanaMn a Te'leH11e L964 ro.a.a c TCM, •rro6&r 
ox-aanrrb (( TaKHe o6l>eKTbl, OT KOTOpbtX 'l:l.'Bl{CIIT 

9KOHOM1t'feCKoe 1f npoMb1wneHHoe 6naronony'lue Ce--
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In 1963, the last relatively peaceful year, the country 
had 1,015 industrial enterprises as compared to 41 
in 1955. A new factory or other enterprise was being 
commissioned every three or four days. The 26 new 
power stations put intCI operation had increased power 
production to nine rimes the 1955 figure. The 1963 
record rice harvest was nearly double that of 1939, 
the best year in recent decades. 

However, the very next year, in 1964. the Democra­
tic Republic of Vietnam had to revise the main ob­
jectives of its first peaceful 5-Y ear Plan ( 1960-1965). 
The reason for this was that at the end of 1963 the 
Pentagon, acting upon President Johnson's orders, 
began preparations for a war against the Republic. Ln 
a secret memorandum headed " Vietnam Situation " 
and dated December 21, US Defense Secretary Robert 
McNamara outlined a plan for extending US oper­
ations in Vietnam in a ll directions, including the esca­
lation of sabotage operations in the Democratic Repub­
lic of Vietnam. " Plans for Covert Action into North 
Vietnam ", said the memorandum, " were prepared. " 

The publication of the secret " Pentagon Papers" 
has revea led that on February I, 1964, Washington 
em.barked upon "an elaborate program of covert 
military opeJations against the State of North Vietnam" 
code-named Operation Plan 34A. This program 
provided for reconnaissance flights over the Repub­
lic's territory, the abduction of North Vietnamese 
citizens for intelligence-gathering purposes, sending 
in parachute groups for sabotage. landing commandos 
from the sea to blow up railway and highway bridges, 
and the shelling of North Vietnamese coastal instal­
lations from torpedo boats . 

•• The tempo and magnitude of the strikes, •• ac­
cording to the " Pentagon Papers, ·· " were designed 
to rise in three phases through 1964 to targets identified 
with North Vietnam's economic and industrial 
well-being. " Defense Secretary McNamara directed 
Operation Plan 34A on behalf of the President. All 
the principal actions. as is evident from the " Pentagon 
Papers, " were co-ordinated .. with the State Depart­
ment and the Central Intelligence Agency, including 
advance monthly schedules uf the raids." 

Another oper<1tion launched at the same time was 
code-named De Soto Patrols which called for provoca­
tive actions by warships of the US 7th Fleet io the 
Gulf of Tonkin both in international waters ant.I in 
the territorial waters of the De111oeratic Republic of 
Vietnam. 

On June t-2. 1964. a secret conference was held in 
Honolulu, attended by Washi ngton·~ military-politicnl 
" brains trust. •· It considered detailed plans for the 
coming war against the Republic, including a list 
of 94 targets selected fo r early bombing aod rocket 
strikes. According to the " Pentagon Papers, •· 
" Secretary McNamara then went on to say that the 
possibility of major ground action also led to a serious 
question of having to use nuclear weapons ~t some 
point.·· Those present at the confercnce_also d1scussetl 
the question of how to secure congressional ~pprovaJ 
of a resolution sanctioning the war aga111st the 
Democra tic Repuhlic of Vietnam. 



nepkoro BbeTHaMa ». Peamnam1eH « OnepanrBJrnro 
nnaHa 34-A » PYKOBO,!Vtn OT MMeHJI ape3ime1na 
C WA Ml1l01CTp o6opoKw P. MmnuiMapa. Bee oc-
1-1oneb1e Aeiic'rnmr, KaK oTMet.t3Jlocb JJ cexpenwM 
AOXJla,ae Oe1-narOHa, cornaCOBblBaJJlfCb c r oc)].enap­
TaMellTOM H ~elnpaJJbH,blM pa3BCtlbmaTeJlhTfblM 
ynpaa11eH11eM C UlA. 3To omocWiocb n K « Ja6naro­
speMemroMy cocTasnem110 MeClflU!blX rpacjllfKOB rranc­
Ton ». 

0.nuo.epeMettllO npono.nunacb eme O.QHa onepal..lHR 
no.n KO,llOBl>IM HaJBatmeM « rraTPYJHt Ae COTO ». 
Ona npe.zzycMaTpl1llana npoaoKaunoH){yJo .llencnb­
llOCTb BOellHblX KOpa6nei:i 7-ro aMepHKUHCKOro cjlnoTa 
B T OFIKllllCKOM 3a.mme KUJC B MC>KJzyHapOJl}{blX, TllK If 
Tepp11Top11rutbllbLX ao.n,ax ,lJ.PB. 

1-2 HIOWI 1964 ro.na B f orronyny COCTOllnOCb B3)1(J{Oe 
cexpenroe 3ace.n.am1e, Ha KoTopoM np11cyrcTDoaan 
noeu110-noJ111T1L'leCK1tii « M03roBoit TpecT » Bnw1mr­
TOHa. 3).1.CCb 6w111 o6cy?KJlC'Flb! p,eTaJJLllblC nJJUl!bl 
npe.nc1 OKJJ~efi BOiilii.1 11pon m APB. B TOM •111c11c 
(( neµe•IeHb 94 06bel\TOB >), HUMe•IeHJfblX. .nm1 m1He­
ce11101 nepnoo•1epe,n,11b1X 60M6osb1x H paKen!b1 x. y.n.a­
p01~. 

3aTCM M11m1crp 06opoli.b1 MaKRaMapa, xaK rooo­
pw.TCR. s ceKpcn tOM AOKJia.ne De1uar01m. JaJIDH.n, •1To 
(( BOlMO)l(l!OCTb KpynHblX Jta3CMHblX onepau11ii TalOl<e 
nopo.a.1UJa PSl.ll. uonpocoo, csITTaHHb1x c Hco6xom1-
MOCTb10 ~rcnom.3oeaHmt .ll,LlepHor o opy)!(IUI Ha xaxoM­
TO JTanc ». 3)leCb lKe 6bm o6CJ)K.llCH BOnpoc 0 TOM, 
K8K .no6ITTbCS\ OT KO!crpecca Oll,06pemu:1 pe30JlJ-OU.ICH, 
caKKU.lf01ll£py10UJeH soiiKy npon m A PB. 

11JtblMl{ CJlOBaMll , yJKe .B Hl()He BOCHKaR Maw1rna 
n e1narotta 6blll3 npHBCJJ,Cl:ta B 6oeBylO fOTOBROCTb. 
H y)l(elf 6b1n npe)l.Jlor. H OK 6hU1 Haii,nea. B 1wttne 
!{}()JUI: B ToHKilliCK.Jtii JaJnm 1mwen aM,epm<aHCKllit 
JCMKReu « M J.llD.OKC » .nrur y'lacnur s onepal..lW1 
«n aTpyru< .ne CoTo ». 0.n.uo:apeMemw BMC H BBC 
CUlA, a TalOl(e .l\IWepcHOHltble OTP'1.llbl caiiroucKJIX 
M3plCOHCTOK HU1HfH810T cepmo 6alUJ,l1TCKlDC Hana­
,C(ClO(H Ra norpamr'!Hhre paw0Hb1 APB. 

B JTOH H'anp1llKeHt1oii o6cTanonxe pa~o yrpoM 4 
usrycTa KOMau.nHp « M':lA~OKca » TeJlerpacjmpyeT o 
TOM, "!TO OIC UTUKOBaH ceaepOBbCTH8MCIOIMH « TOp­
neJUlblMJ.{ KaTcpaMK ». 3ro coo6UJCH1tc ite QbtJto 
no;;tnieplKJ.le}(o, O.lll{3KO Baw1rnn0Hy lfY)KCI{ 6brJt 
nono.n.. B noir.neRb 4 mirycrn npeJu,nem C W A oT,naeT 
np1rKa3 npHl{llTb « OTBeTUblC Mepbl I). 

5 aarycra noeH110-1w3.nyruJ{b1e c1mb1 CWA, conep­
w11e 64 Bbl!lCTa, 11aH"ecm1 pa.J(erno-60M6osb1e ynapbt 
no ICJO()t.tCBblM pailoHaM APB. D epBbJH war J<: aolrnc 
6blll C.UCJ131{, 

npao.na, Y"IHTblBaJI He6naronp!Ul.THYIO peaxu.uio no 
BeeM MKpe, 88Wlil-OIOll Bbll£rAC.llClt 6bUI HCCKOJlhKO 
lf3MCHllTb nepBolta'laJtbHbiif nJialL Ho ao.nroTOBKa 
w na nOJfllblM XO,llOM. 7 3Bf)CTa 1964 ro~a na BOJlffe 
WOBHllllCTit 'lecKoro aponarau,n.11cTcKoro yrapa nocne 
cnpoBOUHpOB:nrnoro (( Kp1nuca ll TOHICHHCKOM JaJIH­

BC » o6e nanaTbl xoHrpecca CIUA nporonocoeaim 38 
peJOlllOUl!IO, KOTOpaJI $31CTl['leCKH .ll3CT BOJMO)l(­
HOCTb npeJ1C;QeHry Coe)l.1f1-1elilCb1x WraTOB ween. 
Mecj{l\eo cnycTll e cpeBparre 1965 ro,l\a OT)l.aTb nplfK33 o 
6alC.ZlHTCKOM 11ana.a.ernm Ka APB. 

In o ther words. the Pentagon 's war machine was 
in combat readiness as early as June. All that wns 
needed was a pretext. and this was soon fo und . Al 
the end o f July the US destroyer Maddox entered the 
Tonkin Gulf to take part in operation De Soto Patrols. 
At the same time the US Navy and Air Force, together 
with Saigon commando units. carried out a series 
o f raid s in the coastal areas of the Democratic Repub­
l ic of Vietnam. 

In the early hours of the morning on August 4, the 
commanding officer of Maddox reported t hat the 
destroyer had been at tacked by " North Vietnamese 
torpedo boats. ,. T he report was not confirmed, but 
Washington now had the pretext it needed. A t noon 
that same day the President ordered retaliatory action. 

On August 5, US aircraft flew 64 sort ies tu carry uut 
bombing and roc:kel strikes on key areas or the Repub­
lic. The first step towards war had been taken. 

World-wide pro test against the incident forced 
Washir\gton to modify somewhat its initial plan. But 
the war prepa rations went on at full speed. On .August 
7, 1964, amid j ingoistic propaganda followmg the 
provoked .. T onk in Gulf crisis··, both Houses o f 
Congress passed a resolution that enabled the President 
six months later , in February 1965, to order an attack 
on the Democratic Republic of Vietnam. 
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IlHP A TCKASI BOiilHA COE,ll,l1HE1Ilf:bl:X 
WT A TOB AMEPHKM TIPOTIIB 

,l(EM OKP A Til'IECK0l1 PECID'1iJIHIG'I 
BhETHAM 

7 cpe.npamt 1965 ro.aa BOelU{O•B03AYWli.bte H DOeHHO· 
MOPCKHe CIUfbl CUlA, HUXO.LlltUJ.l{CSl B pailone Vh-t.AOKIT­
ialt, no llj)J(Ka.JY .n. ,ll)t(QHCOka, rrpHCTymfJllC K 

ocywecTJJ11eH1110 onepau1m no.£1 KO,D,ODhlM HaJeaHHeM 
(( <l>JiCKMllHr ,llapT )) (« nblna1owa11 CTpCila »). Oua 
npeA}'CMUTplfBaJ!a H0JleCClH{C MaccnpoBaH.HblX (( e.mc­
llH'lllblX » pa"KCTU0-60M60BblX }( apnUlnepHttCKllX 
Y.llapos no KJUO'teBblM pailottaM APB « e oTBeT » Ha 
6oCBble onepaUlfll naTpHOTl[l{CCKKX CHJl npOTJlB 
aMepKKaHcx1cx 6a3 B IO>t<KOM BbenraMe. <l>a!CTH'{eCKll 
3TO 6bln0 H.a'fa.llOM Heo6'MfBJICllHOii mtpaTCKOtt BOiilfhJ 
Baw1m.rrolia rrponm He3aB11c11Moro rocy,napcTBa, 
•u1e11a co~1mmrcnfl1ecxoro co.npy>KeCTBa. Tax Fta.31>1-
aaCMblC « enmiWIHble 01scTifb1e axu.1m » npe.nnprr­
l-OtManucb co cchtJTKaMH Wl ToKKllliCKy10 pe3omo1.~mo, 
npHHllTYIO o6eliMl{ nanaTaMI{ aMeplUCal·ICl\Oro KOH­
rpccca. <l>aKTJftlec1m )KC mm npencrnB.1uum co6ofi uc 
TOJlbKO rpy6oe H i:rarnoe 11apywcH1te 311eMemapHblX 
UOpM Me>KeyHapo,ZJJioro npa:sa, HO " 3aKOKO:B CaMllX 
CWA. 

AMepnKaHCKair BOCHU!KHa ro0topa,Ao'JH0 roT01nn 
Aa.JfbHefiwee pe3koe pacw1rpe1:1He MacwTa6o.B arpecc1m. 
13 c!>eapa.IUl JI.. .D.)1(01:1coH ,Ltae1 ceKpeTH)'tO TenerpaMMY 
noc11y CWA n Caiiro11e, r.11.e coo6w.ne1 o csoeM 
pcweHHJ< npHC1'YJllITb K ocymecra.nel{1uo onepal.(mt 
no.n KOAOBbIM HaJBaH11eM « PoJUurnr Tal-t;nep » 
(« Waponrui M0Jllnu1. »). Ta"K 5b1Jt l{a3saR nnal:l pU3-
IUl."3bmamtR ,1J,mrreJI.bl(Ott 11eo6Momen.ttofi aMepmca­
HCKOil noi-im,1 npoT1t.B Ceaep1coro BbenraMa. Ha.qano 
onepa1.um 6bmo uaMe'leHo ua 20 ct>enpamt.. 0AHaKo ee 
nplfwnocb nepeHCCTH ua MapT. ,lleno 1l TOM, 'lTO n 
c~cupane npouJom.rra uonast « noTaconKa » B cnnte 
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THE US PIRATICAL WAR AGAINST THE 
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM 

On February 7, 1965, the US air and naval forces 
stationed in the Indo-Chioa area were ordered by 
President Johnson to launch Operation Flaming Dart. 
This operation was conceived as a " limited one­
shot tit-for-tat reprisal " for military operations of 
the Liberation Forces against US bases in South 
Vietnam; it called for massive rocket, bomb and 
artillery strikes on key areas of the Democ.ratic 
Republic of Vietnam. Actually, this was the beginning 
of an undeclared piratical war against an independent 
State, a member of the socialist community. The 
so-called " tit-for-tat ., actions were taken on the 
strength of the Tonkin resolution passed by both 
Houses of Congress. Jn reality, these actions were a 
flagrant violation of US laws as weJJ as of the elemen­
tary principles of international law. 

At the same time the American military were 
feverishly preparing a further escalation of the war. 
On February 13, President Johnson informed the US 
Ambassador in Saigon in a secret cable of his decision 
to begin Operation Rolling Thunder. This was the 
code name for a plan to start a prolonged undeclared 
war against North Vietnam. The operation was to 
begin on February 20. However, it had to be put off 
Wlt.il March owing to another wrangle among tbe 
Saigon puppet leaders wbfob made it necessary 
for Washington first to "normalize" the situation, 
as official US sources put it. But there was a second, 
no less important, factor involved, which the US 
press chose not. to discuss. Already in March 1964 
tbe President had informed the US Ambassador in 
Saigon in a secret cable of the utmost significance that 



np111w1011a•1QJ1e 1111pa111CK01i BOlillbl llpOllll/6 fl.PB Ob/R 01110011 npe3lloe111110M CIJJA n. fl.:JICOllCOllO.\f 

Preside/II Joltuso11 ordered a piratical war against the DRY. 





Jl11,~ oocm1D1CellltH 11ocmao11e/lllblX 11epeo co601i 3QOQI/ Ba1111111zmo11 /le :HCQJleJI YCUJlllli . 06 )lllOM 

KpOCHope'l/180 Z080pHlll lllblCR'lll (/jomoKaopoo, OlllC//RnlblX BO Bbe/111/QMe CQAlllM/I a,ueptiKOll//QMll 

Wasliington has slopped al nothing in its efforts to achieve it.t ends, as can be seen from numerous 
ph01ographs taken by tire Americans tlremsefres. 



cairrOllCtUiX Map110HeTO'lbtX nnacTeH n BaIU1oi:rrol{y 
np1cu1J(OC1> ncepbe3 JUlUtT1>csr « uopMamnauHeii » 06-
cTaHOBKli - TaK 3TO o6bJl.CJ.UUil! otjntID(aJTbl{ble aMep1r­
Kal1CKJ.<C l\CTOlflll1JCll. Ho 6b1Jta ll BTOpaR He MeH'ee 
Ba)l(}{aff np1r41ma, o KOTopoii UMepl{Kancxasr rre•1aTb 
npe)J.nO'll{TUJla 1te pacnpocTpUfUfTbCst. Ewe B MapTc 
1964 ro.aa npcJJ.<AetlT CWA B cBoeii ceKpenmil 
TenerpaMMe aMep1tKaHCKOMY nocny B Caj;jroHe co­
o6waJL, 'ITO o BawHltrTOHC caMoe cepbeJHoe JHa'lemre 
npn.natOT Klrra11CKO-COBeTCKKM OTIIOllleIDUlM. 6btJl0 
no,W1epK1tyTo, lfTO L1ei1cTB1ot CWA « npoT1ra Ceeepa 
6y11.y-r npaKTU'fec1m 6onee u.CJtecoo6pa3HbtMll » e 
o6cTaHOBKe pC3Koro o6ocTpeH}fK KlffaiicKo-coaeT­
CKOro KOH$nKKTa. Ycnewnbui oqmu1ta.flblfbUW1 n113~rr B 

.LI.PB e cpeopane 1965 ro.na coneTcKoH nap1H.luto­
npaBlCTCJlbCTBe1u1oi1 .nenerauint eo mane c 'U\CHOM 
n omrr6•opo U.K Knee, npe)l.ce.u.aTeJleM CosCTa 
MmmcTJ>OD CCCP A . H. KocbtrtOCblM n rro3uu1u1 
petlllrreJibHOir no.a..nep)f(KH, 3UH!ITast CoaeTCKHM CoJQ· 
30M B on1owem111 cnpaeCD,JllfDOii 60pb6bl llbCTIHIMC­
KOro 11apo,n<1, c:nyram1 1rnpTbl Eie.noro noMa, 

2 MapTu CWA np11cTy1111m1 K ocywecnrnc111110 
n1rn11a <' Wapouan MOJHlllU ». m111ae ILC1tpepi-.101-tb1e 
MUCClfpOBaHHhlC IHlJleThl l{Ll 1epp1rrop1110 ,llPB. 9 
MapTa JI . .ll"<OliCOH ,naJT aMCplll\allCKllM llOCllH.0· 
00'.HlYlllHblM c11naM plnpewe1mc llCllOJlh30DUTb FU:lllUJlM 
H npynce uapeapc1rne cpencTBa Maccoeoro ya1pno­
)l(em1st BO npeMn ~lilJICTOB IW MlfpttblC ccJieJllUl It 

ropo.na Ccuepttoro BbcrnaMa. 
Ha HOBOM nane Hc061.stBneH1HU1 BOHHa ClllA 

ofrhllCJHIJTacb BawlllITTOKOM y)!(e KUK « oTDeTHaJI 1> 

Mepa 1n nOMOWb ll fl01UlCP)l(KY Jl.eMOKpUTlf11eCKOii 
Pecny611HKOil BbenmM ttamm1-1.aJlh110-ocao6oturren b-
1toro .lIBlliKCllllll .e IO)l(l<OM Bbenu1Me. O,nttoepeMe1rno 
6blJI llOllHSlT 60JlbllJOtt 11ponaraHlllfCTCKl'lli wyM 0 
« 1pone Xo W1r M11t<a », a HecKoJJbKO no3)1(C 11 o 
<< Tpone C11aHyKa 1>. 31 11M11 apryMeJtTaMH CWA 
OblTaJllfCb onpm1)laTb COOi{ eoeH:HblC .u.eiiCTBIHI HC 

TOJlbKO npon!Jl ,D,PB, ~LO If Jlaoca H HCHTpaJtblfOii 
KaM60).l'll<H. Ha ·1~TnepT1>1il ro.n uoi-iHbt Coe,£l1meHtt1>rc 
Wtatb1 tpe6oea.n.11 o·r .UPB y')l(c He roJTbKO 01Ka'3a OT 
nO,!Ul,Cj)'lKKll H<l>O n IO>Kl!OM BbC'rHaMe 11 naTpltOTll­
•1CCKoro <lmoma e Jlaoce, no 11 oKa'3amm npnMoro 
,llll)3Jll?ll l!Sl rt.a JTll MaCCOBC;le opraHll3<lil,lfM c TCM, 
'IT06bl '3aCTUBllTt. llX npcirpaTHTb BOOpy)!(eHl!OC co­
npontBJtemre 11H1·epeettTaM If npoaMep11KaHCKKM pc-­
:ilntMaM. 

Uenh10 H.e06bSCDm:1moli soiiHbl npO'l t.m ,llPB 6bt110 
pinpy111CH.llC UOCJl ll0-3KOHOMll'leCKOro n0Tem111ana 
pecny6n1n01 , J.lCMOpn.rr1naumr H<lCCJtCIHUI c TCM pac­
•1e1 OM, 'IT06bl OHO 110.D.lUUIOCh l{tl 6opb6y nponrn 
11pa1nneni,cTea 11 n01-pe6onaJT.o OT Hero npeirpaw.cinrn 
no)l)JCp)l<l<Jl II nOMOWJI coo1elfecTBeJUDlKUM n 1-0)!(HOii 
•111cT11 c 1 p::lllbl. B Baw11t1rro11e Ile c1<pbmamf 11 6once 
JlaJlCKllX 30Mt.ICJ10B D006lllC JllfKBll.UllPOBaTb cou11am1-
CTlf'leCK1tit c1 pol1 o CeeepHOM BbencaMe. 

J.I..mr ni.tnOJlHCHllS! '.)TOH >a11,a•111 BaillltHrTOH He 
)l(aJTcn yc11n1-1ii. 3a 'IC1blpe ro.n.a soiiHbt (1965-1968 rr.) 
ria Bbc·rnaM 6b1Jl0 c6powe110 OKOJIO 3 MJlH. TOI{}! 
6oM6. Ith 11ux - 6oncc noJJon1rttb1 Ha .LI.PB. Bap­
sapCKl\l\t tt.:tncTaM noL111eprn11Cb nee KpymCh1e ropo.na 
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Washington attached to Sino-Soviet relations. It 
was pointed out tbat it would be more expedient for 
tJ1e US to carry out actions against tbe North at a 
time of a sharp aggravation of tile Sino-Soviet dispute. 
The Wbite House schemes were upset by the official 
visit of a Soviet Communist Party and Government 
Delegation to Hanoi in February 1965, beaded by the 
Soviet Prime Minister Alexei Kosygin, a member of 
the Politbureau of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party, and by the Soviet position of 
determined support for the Vietnamese people's 
just struggle. 

The United States launched Operation Rolling 
Thunder on March 2, with continuous massive 
bombing of the territory of the Democratic Republic 
of Vietnam. On March 9, President Johnson authorized 
the use by the US Air Force of napalm and other 
weapons of mass destruction in raiding the peaceful 
towns and villages of North Vietnam. 

This new stage of the US undeclared war was 
described by Washington as a " retaliation " measure 
against the North's support for tbe national-liberation 
movement in tbe South. Meanwhile a propaganda 
barrage was kept up about a " Ho Chi Minh Trail " 
and, somewb.at later, about a " Sihanouk Trail ". 
With such propaganda, the United States sought to 
justify its miUtary operations against Laos ~nd neutr~l 
Cambodia as weU as against the Democratic Repubbc 
of Vietnam. Thus in the fourth year of the war, the 
United States was demanding that the Democratic 
Republic of Vietnam not only stop supporting the 
N.L.F. in Sovth Vietnam and the Patriotic Front in 
Laos. but that it exert pressure on them to make them 
cease their armed resistance to the US and to the 
pro-US regimes in their countries. 

The aims of the undeclared war against the Demo­
cratic Republic of Vietnam were to destroy its miHtary­
economjc potential and demoralize its population so 
that it would rise against its government and demand 
that it stop supporting and assisting their fellow­
countrymen in the southern part of the country. Nor 
did Washington make it a secret that one of its more 
far-reaching aims was to bring down the socialist 
system in North Vietnam. 

No efforts were spared to achieve these aims. During 
four years of the war (1965-1968) about three million 
tons of bombs were dropped on Vietnam; more than 
half of this number, on tbe Democratic Republic of 
Vietnam. Savage raids were made on all the major 
citles of the Republic, on 86 per cent of the provincial 
and 72 per cent of the district centres. 

But the Republic stood firm. US imperialism failed 
to destroy the Republic's military-economic potential, 
to paralyse its transport arteries, to halt the help of the 
North to the patriots in the South and thus alter the 
course of the war in South Vietnam in its favour. 

Victory was not won easily. The front was every­
where. Often there were heavy raids by the enemy on 
evacuated communities far in the rear. It should also 
be remembered that the Democratic RepubLic of 
Vietnam had strictly abided by the terms of the 1954 



pec11y6mnm. 86 npou.cHTOB npon11HUllaJ1bkhlX. i t 

72 11poue1na yna,tti..1x uc1tTpon. 
Onttatco Ll,cMoxpa np1ec1<al!'. Pecny6ruarn BbeTHaM 

UblCTOSIJHl 11 cypouoii i30pb6c. AMcpmcal{CKOMy HM­

ncp1tarr10My ue YllUJtOCb ym1•1Tm1<11Tb soe1010-3KO­
HOMlf'1eCK1ti1 no I CHll110Jl Ll.PB, nupanlf30BUTb Tp311C­
nop111ble apTep1111 pecny6mnrn, npl(OCTaHODllTb no­
MOW.b Ceoepa nuTpuo raM I-Ora 1t TeM caM-btM W3MettJITb 
xo.o. soii11i..1 a IOr.-.110M BbeTJtUMe B cso10 no11bJY ! 

n o6cm1 ztaJtaCb llCJICrKO. <l>pOITT 6b1Jl OCl-0,lly. 
Hepe.o.Ko « Tb1J10nh1e >1 :muKy11poaaHlLL1e pai1011b1 no.o.-
1:1ep1 u11 11cb )KCCTOKllM 1uuteTaM. HaKoHeu, cne.ayeT 
y•1CCTb, •11 0 K lltl 'IU./lY UMCplt l\nllCKOtt arpeCCltlt 
pccny6J1111\a, c 1 poro Bbmon11 SU1 )f(eHeBCK1te cor na-
111c11m1 1954 roAa, 1anpewa101u,1ie 1capa1.u.11aa1mc 
BOCIUIOI 0 1101 Cl-1.1.llltlila, Ile pucnoJTarana OTlleJlbUblMll 
BIUttlMll coupcMemto ro opy1K1111. 

B 11ctc1110•1111 cJ1btrO Tpyw1o ii 06CTa11ouKc Ll,PB c 
nm.101ui.10 CoscTcl\o ro Coi-01a 11 upyrnx co1uia1111-
c1 llllCCl\llX CTfHJH 11epec I pu11BaJfa iKllJHb H<l BOCllHblif 
JW Ll. OT).(a1rn11 nee CHJlbl HU yKpe11J1e1we 06opo1nwii 11 

11W llOM11•1ecKoil MOu.111 . Y>Ke n a11pcnc 1965 roJ.].a 11 

11c6c Cenep11or o BbCTHaMa nony•111m1 cooc 6oeRoe 
Kpc1ue1u1e (< M JI! r II ». a JJCTOM B OOJf BCTym1mt 
ncpBble paKCTMblC Jl11Bf.f3110Hbl npOTllB03AY11HlOil 060-
pOll&l Ll.PB. 

K 1967-1968 ro.naM noKpyr Xa110>1 11 Xai1<f>o11a 
OblJTif co1.ua11b1 paKeT ll0-3CHHTlible 11 aoe1mo-no1-
Ity 111HbLe 3UCJ10flbl , l\OTOpbte .ll.\l)l(C aMepllKSllCICllC 
re11epaJ1b1 BhlHY)f(.llellb1 6btl11t npH31HITb KaK caMy10 
MOUllLYl-0 CltCTeMy n 130, t.:Or.ll.a-111160 C0'3J]aBaBWYIOCR 
D 6oeB blX ycnODllllX. 

K 31 onst6psi 1968 ro)l.a n0Tep11 aMepu1rn11ctc11x 
BOCll!IO-B03,llYWllblX CllJl H.a cenepOUbeTttaMCKOli JCMJle 
COCTaBllJll( 3243 60CBblX caMOJte'fa. 

He onpan1t•lllach c1 au Ka n ettTaro11a 11 Ha co1.na1111e 
11a reppHTOj)lfl l .lJ.PB <( 3HTlllWMMYllllCTit'leCKllX napn1-
):lllCl\llX puilonoe ». w Ol(OHCKO-.UlfBCj)CliOllllLIC rpyn-
11bl UPY ecTpenrn11 JlOCTOlillblit npHeM. B 11Torc, 
c11ycrn •1eTbtpe ro.a.a, Coetl!IHCHHhle illTaTbl 6b11111 
rnK )Ke llaJICKlf OT uemt, KaK H B nepBbte .UHH BOiiHbJ. 

CeKpCT CTOiiKOC rn ll )!(113Hel ULOCTU Ll.PB 3aKJI 10'13JICR 
u psme cl>aKTOpon. Cpe,n1c 1mx - MHoroc·ropoHHstll 
nOMOl.Ub Couc rcKoro Co103a tf ,npyntx 6paTcK1·1x 
COLlllaJll!CI ll'ICCKllX cTpaH, w11p0Koe MC)l(AY1tUpon.1-1.oe 
AB1t>1<e1111e comrn.apttoc111, HO rn.aetroe - npc11Myw.e­
crno CflMOi1 np11pOD.bl COUNU1llCT11•1ecKoro CTpOSI. 3a 
npe.n11ocHHL,1e ro.nbl 6brmt ocywec-rirneHbl KopetLHbte 
COUllaJlbtl0-'3KOllOMll'ICCKlle npeo6paJonamrn. KyJl.b­
TypHaSI peaoruomrn:. T py.nS1.uutccS1 CT3.JTlt no.o.n.1rH-
11i.1M11 XO)SleD3Mll cnoei1 '3eMJlll II repOIC'!CCKll, no.11 
pyKOBOllCTBOM cnocro 6oeuoro aea1-1.rap.na - KOM­
:viy1mcT08, '.lallllUlla.rTll peuOJll-01.UlOH.llbie '3aBOCB0.HIU{. 

3TO npe.nonpe,u.c111rno .naJlbHc11u111ii xon. co6bn1rii. 
BccHmo 1968 ro.1ta npe311.neHT CWA Jl . Ll,')l(OHCOM 
o6bS!BllJ1 06 « orpallll'lel lllll I) 60M6ap11llpOBOK Tep­
p1rropm1 Ll.PB, a 31 oirrn6pS1 o no11110M 11pctcpa111e111111 
60M6apA11poeoK 1c 06cTpc11os. O.n11oapCMCH.HO Baw11u­
rrou o6bllenaeT o cuocM cornac1111 Ha y•1acn1e a 
nap10KcK11x neperoeopux no MllpHOMy yperynarpoea­
lllUO BbeTHaMCKOil fl po6neMbl. 

Geneva Agreements, which forbade the building up of 
a war potential. For this reason it did not have some 
types of modem weapons when US aggression began. 

Jt was therefore in extremely difficult circumstances 
that the Republic, with the help of the Soviet Union 
and the other socialist countries, re-geared jts economy 
for defence and bent alt its efforts to increasing its 
defence and econom.jc capacity. ln April 1965 the fust 
MIG fighters went up in the skies over North Vietnam, 
and that summer the first anti-aircraft missile divisions 
went into action in the RepubLic 

In 1967-1968 Hanoi and Haiphong were provided 
with anti-aircraft missiles and air dcrence units, which 
even the US genera ls had co admit were the strongest 
air defence system ever built \Jp in conditions of war. 

By October 31, 1968, the United States Air Force 
had lost 3,243 combat planes over North Vietnam. 

Nor did anything come of the Pentagon's hope of 
establishing "anti-Communist guerrilla areas" on the 
territory of the Republic. The Cl A's espionage and 
subversive groups were given a fitting reception. Thus 
it turned out that after four years of war the United 
States was just as far from achieving its aims as in the 
first days of the war. 

The vigor and stau11chness of the Republic are 
explained by several factors . These included the aU­
round assistance of the Soviet Union and the other 
fraternal socialist countries, the international move­
ment of solidarity, and, most important or all, the 
advantages inherent in the socialist system. Lo the years 
before the war, social-economic reforms and a cultural 
revolution had been carried out in the Rep\Jblic. The 
working people had become the masters of their 
country, and they were now heroically defending their 
revolutionary gains under the leadership of the Com­
munists, their militant vanguard. 

This predetermined the course of events. In the 
spring of 1968 President Johnson announced a 
"Limitation" of the bombing of the Republic's 
territory and, on October 31, the complete halting of 
the bombing and shelling. At the same time Washington 
announced its willingness to take part in talks to be 
held in Paris on solving the Vietnam question peace· 
folly. 
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L/11e11 floJ1111nu1opo L(K Knee, flpeclcec>ame11b CofJema M111111c111po8 
CCCP A. H. Kocbll/11111 flpeA1bep-M111111cmp P.PB <PaM Bau Jlonz 

A. N. KiJsyg/11, CC CPSU Politb11rea11 Member and Soviet Prime Minister, 
and Pltam Van Doug, Prime Mim:tter of the Democratic Republic of 
Vietnam. 

Xauou. 6 (jie6pa1111 1965 zooa - 1tOCJreo11mi oe11b .1111pa. 8 pan ape « Tem » 
HOfJblti zoo 110 11y11110.11y Ka11e11oap10. !To6CJQOY 11epClll\061>1e Rf!/110~1\// -
CllM80/IW tleCJIW II C'laCl/lbll 

Hanoi. February 6, 1965-the last day of peace. Tire co11111ry celebrates 
tlte Lunar New Year. Mauy people carry bra11c/1es of peach trees, a 
symbol of spriug aud happiues.v. 
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Xo lliH Muu 

JlaJt<e 11ocne 00A1ci,1, 1<or.na peBomouHO}Q{Oe npa­
s1rrcm.cTao OCCHbl-0 OllTb,UCCSl.T 'ICTBeproro DCpHyllOCb 
s Xattofl, ou npc.llno'len 11pe311,u.e111 CKOMY aoopu.y 
CKpOMHblii JlOMllK no.o. TCHhl-0 TpOmf'!CCKllX. aemr1<a110B­
,nepeabeB. ,ila 11 o.neaanc11 Xo illi. MHH npoc-ro, KBK 
oowmbtil KpeCTbSllHtH: umpoK1te 6p10K11, py6awKa 113 

XJIOO'laTo6yMa)f(H0H TKaHlf, a Ra Horax. CUMO./lCJlbHble 
ca.H.D:arnm « 3e llht ». 

Bnepsbte st yn1~en Xo Wu M11:ua 11 6ece,o.oaa11 c 
HUM s MocKae s 0S1Th)lec11.T mnoM. To 6b1Jl ero 
nepBLIJ'i 3apy6e:».'Hbtil e1rnrr xaK ape311,neHTa pec­
ny6m11<u. B ,ABa,W..LaTb TpeTbeM rofJ.Y Hryett Aii KyoK 
-Tax B TY nopy HU3bmarr ce6K Xo W 11 Mm t - no6H­
pancA lt'.l n apH.iKU B CTOJfllUY nepsoro 0 Mllpc rocy­
p.apCTBfl pa60•11tx 1c KpecTbSllf uenera111>tto. Ewe 
U.eJiblX CCMb neT OCTUBUJIOCb llO CO'.l11a1111Sl l{OMMy­
}tl(CH{'leCKOii naJ)'11111 VIHJJ.01<1-rnut - ceMb neT ynop­
Hoi1 pa60TLI 110 o6be)llflleJ{J(IO peaoJUOUlfOllCpoe 
BbencaMa, Jlaoca, KaM60JJ.)l(IC. J.11 .aoT Tp11.uua rb .o,na 
ro.na cnycnt. Tenepb yl!<e B 1<a•1ecTBe npC'Jll.ACITTa 
)].PB, Xo W1c M~m cmrnn xo.1111n no Moc1<ec. ecnoM11-
Ha11 Te 11aneK11e HC'.l:l6brnaeML1e mar, KoMmnepH. 
Touapm.ueii no 6opb6c. 

AB l956 rOA) n no6b1san s rocnx y Xo Wit Muna 
y)l(e a Xanoe s cro x.m1ome-.o.0M1fl('c, paJMecnm­
meMcsi p11.U.OM c M!ICCILBHblM 3.llaUJ{CM npe3lf.U.ellTCKOro 
,o:uopua. B .u.~e Xo nopa)f(aJia He TOJibKO npocToTa 
B o.u.el!<,ne, Ho it a pa3ronope, ero Heocna6uoe BH11Ma­
r111e. x co6ece/11nncy, H1Mop. Yt Ja ::rroll npocTOTOii 
'!Y:SCTBODaJIOCb r.rcy60KOC 3HaJme )l(lfiHlf u rrpo6neM, 0 
1<ornpL1x wna pc%. Bo :speMst 6ccc.u.b1 Xo W11 M1m 
c:so6o.nuo ncpcxo,rvur c BbentaMcKoro Ha pyccrnii u 
cjlpa.HUY'.lC>orii ll'Jbl 1(1(. 

Tipowmt ro.nb1. 6b1Jto Mnoro Jipyrnx scTpe'l. MHe 
'lUCTO .nosoJJ,1UIOCb s11.neTb Xo Wu M 1ma 11a Tp116yHax 
MUCCOBblX MJITl:fJlfOD, BO BpCMSI OQJJUl,]{aJrbllblX ncpcro­
BOpOB 11 s 06b1•11roii o6cTaHOBKe. M11oro R yJMan 
liOBOfO 0 )l(J£3H).{ ){ HeBepOlITUO 1mny4CH ACSl.TCJlb­
uocnt npe3«JlCHTa. OT ero .u.py3ei1 1( copanntKOB. Ho 
nee ::iro rurw1> .nono.rrmuro nepnoe ene•1aTJTeHHe. 

Xo illu Mu:H, :no 3na10T He TOJlbKO .o.py3bSt. HO 
:SblHYiKJJ.eHb1 np1nHaBaTb u aparn, rny601<0 yna'lKaeM 
1r J1106uM eo BbencaMe, KUK ml,llep .llBH)KelUIR 1a 
HUUllOlHUlbH)'IO ICe3aBllClfMOCTb, CTOHIOlii KOMMYHllCT, 

Bbl.D.aJoumiiCA nOJTllTll'ICCKl!H ll rocy.napcTBCIUiblil 
.neirre.m,. B1>1c0Ko ouetteffbJ LieM0KpaT1t4CCKoi1 o6w,e­
CT.BeHHOCTblO Mlcpa ero 3ac.rcynr }! 8 MC'lK,1zy1rnpOJlKOM 
uau1!0l{a.IlhliO-OCB06oro:rre.m,110M }{ 1\0MM)'HlfCTiflleC­
KOM .l{BIOKCl{l{J.\ . 

BnepBbJe ecrymrn ou aa BblCOKHii rocy.u.apcTBelOlhlil 
nocT B 6ypttOM 1945 rDAY· 25 aerycla Xo U11c M ui-{ 
B03fJialllfJl speMem1oe ffpae1rreJlbCTBO, KOTOpoe 2 
cerm16pH 1945 ro.na npOB03TJiaCIUIO o6pa30D0HHC 
)].eM01<pa111•1ecKoii Pecny6mmr Bbe-ntaM. B MapTe 
1946 ro,na Ha ncpaoii cecc1rn nep.aoro s CTpaHe 
Hau1fOWlltbKoro co6paRux OH 6bin H36paH npe-
3HlleHToM pecny6mtKH. OKOJIO 'ICTbcpnt Dexa Xo 
ll111 M1m 6eccMeJLllO 3al0£M3Jl. 3TOT nocT, JmJIUCb 

Ho Chi Minh 

In the autumn of 1954, when the revolutionary 
government returned to Hanoi after the war, Ho Chi 
Minh chose to Uve in a modest cottage shaded by giant 
tropical trees instead of the presidential palace. He 
dressed simply, like an ordinary peasant; be wore wide 
trousers, a cotton shirt, and home-made sandals 
known as zeps. 

I first met Ho Chi Minh in Moscow in 1955. It was 
his first trip abroad ns President of the Democratic 
Republic of Vietnam. In 1923 Nguyen Ai Quoc, as 
Ho Chi Minh called himself af the time, made a secret 
trip from Paris to the capital of the world's first 
workers' and peasants' State. That was seven years 
before the founding of the Inda-China Communist 
Party, and these were to be seven years of hard work 
to unite the revolutionaries of Vietnam, Laos, and 
Cambodia. Now in Moscow again after 32 years, 
Ho Chi Minh recalled those distant unforgettable 
days, the Comintern, and his comrades in the struggle. 

rn 1956, I called on Ho Chi Minh in Hanoi, in his 
small cottage near the massive building of the presi­
dential palace. What struck the visitor about Uncle 
Ho was a certain simplicity not only about the way be 
dressed but also about the way be talked, his interest 
in the person he was speaking to, and his sense of 
humour. 

Ho Chi Minh-and this is admitted even by his 
enemies-was deeply respected and loved in Vietnam 
as tbe leader of the movement for national inde­
pendence, as a staunch Communist, and as an out­
stancLing political leader and statesman. Progressives 
throughout the world hold in high esteem Ho's 
contribution to the international movement for 
national Jfberation and to the Communist movement. 

Ho first assumed high office in the stormy year of 
1945. On August 25 of that year Ho Chi Minh became 
the bead of the Provisional Government which on 
September 2 proclaimed the Democratic Republic of 
Vietnam. In March 1946, at the first meeting of the 
country's first National AssembJy, Ho was elected 
President of the Republic, a post he held until bis death 
twenty-five years Inter. At the same time he was 
Chairman of the Working People's Party of Vietnam 
(up to 1951 it was called the Indo-China Communist 
Party) which was founded by him and his associates 
in the 1920s. fn 1945 President Ho was fifty-five 
years of age. He could look back on many years of 
struggle to organize the liberation movement in his 
country, on a long period of political emigration and of 
participation in the international revolutionary move­
ment. Great Britain and France, the United States and 
"Brazil, the Soviet Unjon and China-these were only 
some of the countries in which Nguyen Ai Quoc had 
lived and engaged in political activities before he 
assumed the pseudonym of Ho Chi Minh, which in 
Vietnamese means " one with firm convictions. " 

In 1929 the French colonial authorities in Vietnam 
sentenced him to death in abseflfia. Later he was 

79 



O)!HOBpeMeHHO O])C.LlCC)laTCJICM n apnm TpY)lSClll11XC.ll 
BbeTttaMa, OCHOBbl KOTOpOH/JlO 1951 ro.n.a KoM­
MyttllCTI('leCKaR napnnt l'°11fAOKl1Ta.11/6brmi 3aJIO)f(ellbl 
HM Hero coparmrKaMJr ewe B 20-x ro.nax. B 1945 ro.!(y 
npe:n(.Ue111 y 6brJTo O.llThn;ec.RT DHTh JJeT. IloJaJlll 
ocrnm1cb ro,nbr cyponoH 6opb6bt no opral{Jnau1rn 
OCB060AllTCJtbHOro JJ.BU)KClU{Jl B CTpaHC, )lmf.TCJlbHblii 
oepwo.n OOJllfTl('ICCKOH 3M1trpau111( H y'laCTllJl B 
MC)f(JJ.y11apo.o.110M pesomowtoHHOM JJ;BIDKemur. Be.m­
Ko6p11rn1111:.11 K (fl pattu11J1, Coe.n1r:HeHllbte lllraTM H 

l>pa3HJ1Hsr, CooeTCKm1 Co103 tr Klrraii - ,naJieKo He 
no.IOtbrii ncpe•tCl(b CTpall, B KOTOpbLX .D.OBeJJOCb )f(HTb Ii 
BCCTlt aKTI!BHjlO nOJD{Tll'ICCKYIO pa6ory Hrye}{ All 
KyoKy. B'lRBtuCMY noTOM ce6e oceBD,OlilrM Xo W11 
M1f1la. YTO oo-abeTHaMCKrt ·rna•111r « yMy.u.pemu.1il ». 

B 1929 rony cMy 6brJ1 Jao•1110 ebmecett cMepTttb1ii 
11p1rronop <l>p8HllY3CKllMl l KOJtOm!aJibllblMll BJiaCTSCMlf. 
Ero apecTOUbtBa1111 u .nep1KaJL11 e JaKJllO'leH1111 a1crmrH­
cK1re KOJ101r11aJtb1tb1e aJtacnt. )laa ro,lla TOMtfJlCR Xo 
Wu Mi-oc o rOMllllb,D.arlOBCKOii nopbMC B Kwrae. B 
1944 ro,ny OH CllOBa H ua JTOT PaJ OKOH'taTCJl.bHO 
nepHjJlCSI B CTpaHy. 

AorycroocKaR pesomo1nrn 1945 ro,na, .neBHTitJ1eT-
1um 6opb6a n pR,ll.ax conponceneI-Our nponm <t>paR­
uyJcKHX KOJCOHUJaTopou, TPYAHhle nocnenoemib1e 
rO.D,bl, CTpOllTCJlbCTBO COUHUJDi3Ma B CesepHOM 
Bi..encaMe 11 no6cnu, o.nep)f(a1ma5£ )],eMoKpanr'lecKoi1 
Pecny6m1Koii BbL TH.aM s 6opb6e 11poT1ra nHparcKoif 
HC06'b.1CBJleHHOi'i aoil1<bt Coe.D.lll{CHHbIX illraTOB -
ttepa3phtBllO cn10at{ht c 11MeKeM Xo Uhl MHHa. 

JleroM 1966 ro.aa, Kor,na nepshte aMepuKaHcKue 
60M6h1 y oam1 Ha crom1uy pecuy6mOCK, npe3u.neHT 
o6paTilJlC.R K CBOeMy HUpOJlY c pe'lblO, CTasweH 
6oeeoii nporpaMMOH 6opb6h1 . 17 m<>Jl.R aa paccsere 
p8Al!OCTilHUllJr « r onoc 8heTHaMa » Hattana CBOU oepe­
.natt11 c rl!Mtra, JaTeM Bhtcrymm Xo W.11 Mira:« )lopo­
rue COOTe•1ec-rae1tl:fHKIC, - CK33a.JI OH, - Mhl CJfJlb){b[ 
cnpanellJUlBOCTbtO l{awero .o.ena, eromcTBOM ttawero 



!Ulpu.ua. OT ccnepa ll AO !Ont, Ht1WllMll rpaJ.l11Ultl!Mlt 
ueyCTpllWl[MOii 6opt.6bl II llll!pOIClll\f co•1ync1 alfeM II 
IlO,!Ul.CplKKOii CO CTOpOllbl 6paTCKl!X. COllllUJD[C1 ll'leCKllX 
crpaH. 1f 11porpecc1ru1LblX. mo.neft ecero M1tpa . M bl 
no6eAICM ! ». 

CcM1rnecsrr1cnocbM1tJ1e n (e npe311ACHTa cTpa11a 0T­
MC•1ana 19 MUit 1968 ro.ua 6oeDbtMu ycnexaM1t. 

Xo lll11 M1m .LlO)Klut .no roro mm, Kor An npe31{Jle1rr 
CWA Jl . ,ll)Ko11coH DblHY)K.U.eH 6b1JI uµ113HUTb 6e311n­
.ne)!(1tucTb aMepUKaHCKOfi BOiilibl nponLB .llPB JI 

01 ,1.1a1 b np1LKa3 o npcKpaute1-Uur 6oM6ap.nupoooK 
Cencp!-loro BbeTHaMa. 

Bc11 crpalla r0Toa1111acb B 1970 ro.ny TOp)f(CCTee1rno 
OTMeTUTb 80-JteTllC co lllUl p0)1{J{C l{)UI. cuoero BO>KJ:\SI. 

B cenn6pc 1969 ro.na Xo Wu M 1rna ice CTano. 
CJ!OBHO uaKaJoM tfbmew H.eMy noKoncH.1r10 3DY'HlT 

xow11M11lioncKJ1c cnoBa : « HeT m1•1ero llOPO)f(e 11e:u1-
eucHMOCTii 11 coo60.ni.1 ». lt!MelleM a11aMe111coro pc­
aom-01.uro11epa 1rn1BaH1>1 Co101 Tpy,Unll.(ciica MOJIO,UCiKll 
8bCTH3Ma lC nJ10HepeKaSI opra111oau1111 - 6y.uyll.(CC II 

H3)le>K.na DbentaMCKOii H3l.(IU1, KOTOpblM 11pe)l.CTOl!T 
AOBecn1 6opb6y .no KOH:Ua J[ 3llliCpWJITb nOCTpOC!llfC 
po)l(.nemcoro n 6onx cou11an113Ma. 

Xo l1l11 Mr111 tr eco copam11111w (c11e11a 11a11paao) : 
Bo H .'Jlt!ll 311011, ,.,u11uc111p 06opo11br /1 PB, .1epo1i 
<loyx ooitu Co11po11111a11e111111 : <Pa.11 Bau ,0011.1. flfJl!· 

.\lbl'p-.1111111/Clllp JJ.PB. lle Jyau, flepBblti Cl!l\{ll!/1/0fJb 
UK flap1111111 mpyt)1111111xc.'I Bbem11a.11a ; Xo lJJu M1111, 
flp e111<)e111n JIPB. n peocedame11b UK flTB : Tou 
JI&11\ Txa11z, Bm/1!-11pe111oe 11111 PPB; 1.Jblouz T1111b, 
flpe/Jcei>aJlll!Ab nocmO.'ll/ll0.'0 l\OMllllll'l/IQ Ha11110-

l/Qilb1/0ZO co-Opa111m /1 PB 

arrested and imprisoned by the Bri tish colonial 
authorities. He spent two years in a Kuomintang 
prison in China. In 1944 he returned to his country 
for good. 

The August revolution of 1945, tbe subsequent nine 
years of resistance to the French coloniaLists, the 
difficult postwar years, the building of socialism in 
North Vietnam, and the victory won by the Democratic 
Republic of Vietnam in its resistance to US aggression 
are all inseparably linked with the name of Ho Chi 
Minh. 

In the summer of 1966, when the first US bombs 
struck Hanoi, President Ho broadcast a message to his 
people which became the program of their struggle. 
At dawn on July 17, the Voice of Vietnam began its 
broadcasts with the National Anthem. fo llowing which 
Ho Chi Minh addressed the people. " Dear compatriots 
and fighters, " he said, '' we are strong because our 
cause is just, because our people in the North and 
South are united , because we have traditions of 
undaunted struggle, and because we have the sympathy 
and support of the fraternal socialist countries and 
progressive people all over the world. We shall win! " 

In 1968 the US President bad to admit the futility of 
the US war against the Democratic Republic of 
Vietnam and ordered a halt to the bombing of North 
Vietnam. 

The whole country was preparing to celebrate the 
80th birthday of its leader which would be in 1970. 
But Ho Chi Minh died in September 1969. 

There is a message to the present generation in 
Ilo Chi Minh 's worJs: " Nothing is dearer than 
independence and liberty. " The name of this staunch 
revolutionary has been conferred upon the Vietnam 
Union of Working Youth and the Young Pioneers, 
the future and the hope of the Vietnamese nation who 
are destined to see the fight through to the end and 
complete the building of socialism, born in battle. 

1/11 Cit/ Mi11!t a11d hiscolleagues (left ro rig/tr) : Vo Ngu­
yen Clap . DRV Defence Minister, veteran of two 
resistc111c1• h'f11w : Pltam Va11 Do11Jl, DR V Prime Minis­
/er: Le D11a11. Fir.vi Secre1ary of the Central Commirtee 
rlf rite Working Petlple's Parry of Vie111am (CC 
WPl'V) : Ho Chi Minh. President of the DRV, Cltair-
11101111/lltl' CC WPPV; Ton Due Thang. Vice-PresMe111 
of rhe DR V; Tt-1111111: Cltinh. Chair111011 of the S tanding 
Cm11111i1te11 af the National Assembly. 
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CHrnaJI 6e.1lCTBIUI 

Py>Ca renerpa<jmcrn 1n ue6onbworo ropo.n.>Ca 
Y0Hr611. •no s 20 KM or Xaii1~01ta. orcTyK1maer, a 
11a neure B Xa11oe nosmmuor c.a 1ia6craiou.u1e o.1.t11a 11a 
Apyry10 6epyll.(11e Ja .nywy crpo 111rn : « Cero.n.1U1, 
15 ACKa6pA 1965 rDAa, BO BpcMR HllJ'leTa aMepl!· 
KaHCKOii an11au1m 3 pe6efl"Ka y611rb1, I nuKeno paHeR. 
HMCIOTCR )l(CpTBbt 11 cpe.nn B3pocnoro rpa)f{.naH.cKoro 
H8CCJ1CIUUI ... )) 

Kapcrna3blC, c 'lCpHblMll KaK CMOJlb KOCll'IK3MH ll 

11enOKOpHblMll MaJlh'lllWCCKJIMJ( Bll.XpaMJr, Olm JlC->ICaT, 
pacnnacran pr1out0t H.a xono.n.11.oM , l13p1:.1roii 60M-
6t1M11 '.leMne. Ha.n mrMll CKJIOHlUU1Cb nocc.11esw11c or 
rop11 Marep11. B 1rx nra.Jax 6e3MepRast cKop6b H 

or•tastHue, >1<ry•iaa JLeua.sHcTb.. . 3a <rro ? EcTb n.tt 
cep.nuc y MflTepeli rex, KTO ceron;ru1 crpemrn no 
,nepceH.stM 11 pa60•1uM noceJT1CaM ? A ecnH ecrb, TO 
no 11cMy OHH MOn 11a-r, no11eMy ue pByT Ha ce6e BOJJOCbl, 
no 11e,My llC OCnl HOBSlT CDOMX CblJIOBeii, uecywHX 
CMeprb .nenrM a )J,aneKOM Bbc11-1.aMe ? 

Ycranuit py1<a Tenerpacjmcra 10 ManelibKOro pa60-
•1ero noccnKa orcryK.anaer : « To•llCa, r 1tpe ... ». Hey­
>Kemc 11 Ha 3TOT paJ ·rpeBO)f(aU.llle .nyruy, 6yJJ.opaxa­
w11e CODeCTb 'ICJIOBCKa CTpOIOf He ,UOttJJ.YT .no Tex, 
KTO B c1111ax. npeKpaTHTb apecrynJteH11S1 ? « To•rna , 
i 11pe. ro•1Ka. ntpe ... ». HccKOJl bKO 60.!lhw1cx. rpynn 
60M6ap.m1pOBUUiKOJHfcrpe611reJTew 7-ro ipnoTa C illA 
60M61tml H o6crpemrna.mr tta 80-KHJTOMCYpOeoii 
nonoce ryC'l'o11acene111ible paiiottbl Ceaepttoro BbeT­
HaMa, B 20-30 KM OT Xaw<t,ioHa. 

Oncpauw1 roTOB1Ulacb JapaHee. I JJ.eKa6pH MbL 6b1m1 
CDIUlCTCJlSIMll , Kal\ 8 B03JJ.YWltOM npoc-rpaHCTBC HS.A 

Xaitcl10HOM, a 11ecKOJlbKO noJ)!(e H Ha.D. ecei1 w11p0Koii 
nonocoii nOSIDlfIDICb rpynnbl aMep11K8RCKllX caMone­
TOB. 06C1perurn c 6pe1outero noneTa paKeraMtt 
K3CeJICHHblC nyllKTbl, 01111 yrunw B CTOpoey MOpR. A 
•1epe'l HeCKOJlbKO JlJ(ett B .B03.nyxe flOffiHLJlllCb JlHC­

TODKll, OTnc•taTaHll blC 1-18 OTJIJf\UlOH JIOIJ..(ellOH 6yMare, 
n l\OTOpblX npe.anaranocb )f(HTeJUIM :noro pailoHa 
11 pcKpaTirTb ... arpecc11to npontB l-O:i1rnoro BbCTHBMa. 
n oJIMCCllUfl aMepHKUHCKlfe pa,uaoCT8Hl:Ufl't nepCJJ.8BllJll! 
npll:lbllJbl K 6oM6e:>KKe aBKaL~lleif npOMbllJIJleHHOfO 
KOMnncKca Xauoii-XatlqioH. e.n1rncTBeRHoro paiiott.a 
cp<t)f(tll-OUJ.CiiCSI pecny6mtKH, ewe He BKJ!lO'leHHOfO 
Tor ALI 0 TUK llU3blBaeMyio 'lOHY 6oeBblX ,neiiCTBlfi:\. 

3a .uem. D.O 1:1aner a nocon CWA 11 J11tJJ.eph1 cai1 roH­
c1wro pe>KllMa np116b1J11t Ha ae~1a1:10ce 1 l « 3 1nep­
npaii3 ». 0.1.1.1LaKo ux. 1:1a6ruo.ue1:111io « Ja pa6ornii >) 
60M6apA11pooo41101'1 as1rnu,m1 noMewaJJa .ao>K.amrnall 
norona. Tor.1.1.a nepell xoppecn011.1~eHraM11 6h1n pa3bl­
rpaH 1jiapc. B11ue-Mapwan Hrye11 Kao Ku, 6p1-1ra.n11blii 
re11epa11 H rycH Bau Tiutey u aMepmm11cK1w a11ue­
a.D.M11pan r cttplt M HJfJlCp TIOCTa.BlUlll CBOH nO)J,OllCll 
113 11011eeweHHblX K 6opry aMcpltK8HC1mro C3MOJICTa 
6oM6ax. 

A yrpoM cnc.uy10W_ero JITI» co crnpoHbl Tonl\1rn­
c1<oro Jamrea a 1:1anpao11emrn Y01ir61r y)l(e .no11raJ11tCb 
60M6ap,A11pOBIJ..(lll\IHICTpe6uTen1r. 3TO 6b1J1a ncpnasi 
MflCCllpOBUHtl3ll araKU UMepHKffHCKOll aBlmuucil npo­
Ml,,IWJlemcoro KOMn11eKca Xa1mii-Xail1jJOH. 

Hanoi and Haiphong Attacked 

"Today, December 15, 1965, US aircra ft ki lled 
three children and severely wounded another. There 
are also casualties among adult civilians .. . " This 
message was sent to Hanoi by the telegraph operator 
in the small town of Uong Bi, 20 kilometres from 
Haiphong. 

The bodies of the children were laid on the cold , 
bomb-ravaged earth. Their mothers bent over them 
and wept. In their eyes boundless grief and despair 
alternated with burning hatred ... Why? Are they 
heartless, the mothers of those who today attacked the 
peaceful villages and towns in Vietnam? If they are 
not heartless, why then are they silent, why are they 
not tearing their hair, why do tl1ey not stop their sons 
who are bringing death to children in far-off Vietnam? 

With a weary hand the telegraph operator in the 
small town continued to send out his dots and dashes ... 
Surely his message this time would stir the conscience 
of those in a position to stop these crimes? The 
message said that several large groups of fightcr­
bombers of the United States 7th Fleet were bombing 
and stTafing an 80-kilometre-wide belt of densely­
populated areas in North Vietnam, 20-30 kilometres 
from Haiphong. 

The operation had been prepared well in advance. 
On December l several groups of US planes appeared 
over Haiphong and, shortly afterwards, over the entire 
broad belt The low-flying planes .fired rockets at 
populated centres and then flew out towards the sea. 
A few days latc1 leaflets came fluttering down from 
the sky. The leaflets, printed on glossy paper, called 
on the inhabitants of the region to stop their aggression 
against South Vietnam! For two weeks US radio 
stations put on broadcasts urging the bombing of the 
Hanoi-Haiphong industrial complex, the only part 
of the Republic which the US had not yet inclt1ded 
in the zone or military action. 

A day before the raid, the US Ambassador i n Saigon 
and the leaders or tbe Saigon regime arrived on board 
the aircraft-carrier Enterprise to watch t he bombers 
"work". However, rain prevented them from seeing 
the bombers go into action. A farce was then staged for 
the benefi t of the press. Vice-Marshal Ngi·yen Cao Ky, 
Brigadier-General Nguyen Van Thieu, aod the US Vice­
Admiral Henry Miller affixed their signatures to some 
of tbe bombs suspended from the bomb rack of a n 
US plane. 

The next morning the fighter-bombers were on their 
way to Uong Bi from the Gulf of Tonkin. This was the 
first massive US air attack on the Hanoi-Haiphong 
industrial complex. 

r saw Uong Bi and Mao Khe1 Vang Danh and a 
nameless hill with blackened pines on it. T saw the 
fresh graves of the miners, of women and children ... 
Near the power station a middle-aged worker was 
pushing a bicycle with two small boys on it. " Now I am 
nil they have,'' he said, nodding at the boys.·· It will be 
hard, very hard for them to grow up without their 
mother and without a childhood. " 
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JI a11.nen Y 011r611 H MaoKxe, BaunaHb 11 6e3LtMstlf­
Hy10 BLICOTy c no'tepHeBWllMll CTDOJlllMll COCCH, 
Blt.neJl CBe)KltC MOn!Jlbl ropHHKOB, >KCHLUllH H .ueTcii ... 
01\0JlO '.)JleKTJ)OCTalUUll£ nO)f(l!JlOii pa60•111u ae3 Ha 
nenoc11nc.nc .n11yx pe6nraweK. PaccKa3LLBaH o MaJib­

'lynnu:ix, OH rpycnw .no6aa1111 : « TenepL y HllX K 
OCTaJICK OllllH. Tpy.!UIO, OX KllK Tpy,m10 3llMC}{llTb MM 

MaTb, yrpa'le1rnoe ACTCTBO )), f1p011 3ITTCJ1bl{hltt ry.noK 
cnpeHLI npepBan 6ece.ny. CnOKOiiHbtii roICoc JJ,lfKTopa 
nonropHJ[ coo6memle: « B 1ce6e a partoHe Y0Hr611 
aMepttKaHCl(l[C caMOJieTbl. 6oiiuaM Hapo.o;HOU caMO­
o6opoHbl 3llAHTb 6oeBblC 1103HUlfl1, OCTUJlbtlblM yiiTlf 
B yKpbtTlte ... >> 

lioeeaJI 003llUIDI Ila pHCOBblX 00.IUIX 

YJeHbKaK rporuiuKa ec.ncT Ha 6aTape1-0. Otta 
pa3Mecnmacb Ka He6o.rn.woM, co3.na1U{OM HCHMoaep­
HhlM TPY.llOM, KJIO'IKC 3eMJnt. KpyroM H3YMPY.ll.Roe 
Mope puconbtX noneii. TaK ~l CTOllT, cnoaHo Kopa6JIH 
B OKeaue. 3eHJCTHble 6aTapeM BOKpyr MOCTa. Hx 

The shrill sound of a siren cut short our conversation. 
The calm voice of an announcer repeated the words: 
" US aircraft have been sighted over the Uong Bi area. 
Members of the home guard are to proceed to their 
stations; everyone else, to the shelters ... " 

A Battle Station in a Rice Paddy 

All around is an emera ld sea of rice paddies. A 
narrow footpath leads to a bridge surrounded by 
anti-aircraft guns which stand like ships in an ocean. 
They can be easily spotted by the US planes, but they 
cannot dig in, for there is water everywhere ... 

rt is early morning. A small stove sends out smoke 
under a bamboo awning. The telephone is ringing in 
the hut which is the headquarters. At the breastwork 
covered with grass singed by the sun and powder 
smoke, the men chat unhurriedly. Gun crew No. J are 
reading a letter from their former commander, now 
in a field hospital. 



xopou10 Bl!AHO c aMepm<aHCKH.X caMoJTeToB. Yih11 
rny6)KC B 3CMJTIO 1LCJ1b3Sl - xpyroM BO,l:la. 

PaHBee yTpo. )lblMHTCSI noA 6aM6yKOBblM ttaaccoM 
nc'!h. B wTa6uoil XIOKHHe TPC3BOHJJT TeneQ>ott. Ha 
6pyCTDcpc, nopocweM onantllHOH conHUeM H. nopo­
XOBbtM AblMOM TPaBOH, 6oi1Ubl JJCAYT HCTOponmreb1e 
co;maTcK11e 6cccAbJ. Y aepBoro opyA1ti1Horo pac'!eTa 
6ottUbI 'IHTalOT n1tCbMa H3 aoneBoro rocru1TIUUJ OT 
6b1awero KOMa1umpa. 

Ho 3Ta TICWJma HaCTopa:iKlrnaeT. 0Ha MO)KCT 

BJopaaTbcsi B mo6ou MOMeHT. B nocne.n:HeM 601-0 
•teTBepo H3 ncpeoro opyma1Roro pac'tCTa noru6n11, 
BOCCMb DOJ1Y'IHJ111 paueUllSI. J1x CMCHIU!O l!OBOe 
nonoru1em1e. MonOAble BOl!HhI c11ywa10T paccKa3 
o,aHoro 111 Tpex ocTaew.11XCSI ua nocry ecrepauoe 
KOMMyH11CTa Hryes KyoK He. BeTep KOJlblweT 
Hei1J10HOBYIO JeneHyto HUKHAKy, Ha6poweHHYIO 11a 
ero nne•111. Bee eMecTe c HllM nepe)!(J{ea10T re ,aec!ITb 
MHHYT 6oJt, Kor.n:a 6aTapeSI CTonn:a HaCMepTb. 

6oi:i 3TOT 11a•1ancsi a 10.45 YTPa. 0Kono 40 pea1<rnn· 
llblX caMOJlCTOB BOJlHa Ja BOJlHOH aTaxoeanw OrHCBble 
nOJKUllll 11 MOCT. He6onbwoi1 x1m•10K JeMJJlf npee­
panrncsc e orne1rnoe neKno. HapacTaewJ.tl't ryn caMo­
ncroe, Kattona.o.a JeHHTllblX 6aTapei1, ;sJpbrBbl 6oM6. 
I-la nSITOi1 MJrnyTe ttecxoJibKO xpynKbtx 6oM6 nonano 
B noJic PSUJ.OM c no31tu11eil. PaHel£b1x 3acblnano 
JeMnei1. B3pblBHOi1 nomwi1 onrywHJTo xoMaHllHpa. Ho 
'!epe3 nOJJTOpbl MHJf)'Tbl 6aTapeSI y)Ke CHOBa Bena 
npHUCJTblibllt oro111, no caMoneraM. Y nepaoro 
opy,a1nl1wro pac'leTa ero npo.QOJt)l(am1 Tpoe, lfCTe-
1<aiow11e KpOBblO. OCTIUlbHhlX paKCHbtX nepeest3blBaJllt: 
ll nepeHOCl(ffi{ B YKpblTlle OOOJl'!eHUbl H3 COce,l(HeH 
ACPCBHll ... 

Cuman rpeeorn. 06opeae 1ta noJt:ycno»e paccKaJ, 
Hrye11 Ky01c He 3al{l{MaeT CBOH 6oeeoi1 nocT. B 
1tc6c CICODa aMep11Klll{CKl£e UCTpe6Jrrc1111-60M6ap.n:u­
pOBlUlllOl. 6aTapeH CBOUM onreM npuKpblBaeT o,auy 
ll3 Ba:iurbtX crpaTent•1ecK1rx nopor H HC60JibWOii 
MOCT .. . 

But there is something ominous about the quietness. 
One feels it may explode at any moment. In the last 
raid four men of the crew of the first gun were killed, 
while another eight were wounded. They have been 
replaced. The young soldiers are now listening to the 
Communist Nguyen Quoc Nbe, one of the three 
veterans remaining at their posts. The green nylon cape 
over his shoulders rustles in the breeze. All the men 
listening to him seem to be living through those ten 
minutes of battle in which the battery held out. 

'(hose ten minutes began at 10.45 in the morning. 
About 40 jet planes attacked the bridge and the gun 
positions in wave after wave. This tiny patch of land 
became an inferno. The roar of the planes merged with 
the pounding of the guns and the thunder of bomb 
explosions. During the fifth minute several large 
bombs hit the paddy close to the gun position. The 
wounded were covered with earth. The blast stunned 
the commander. But 90 seconds later the gun resumed 
fire at the enemy aircraft. Gun crew No. I had been 
reduced to three bleeding men. The rest were being 
bandaged and carried off into a shelter by men of the 
home guard from the neighbouring village .•. 

The alarm is sounded. Nhe stops midway in his story 
and hurries to his battle station. Once again US 
fighter-bombers have appeared overhead. The battery 
opens fire. It bas the duty of protecting an important 
strategic road and a small bridge ... 

A few days later we were returning by the same road. 
We noticed that the bomb-damaged bridge bad been 
replaced by a temporary crossing made of bamboo. 
On the bank we learned the rest of the story about the 
battery. 

On the day of our visit they bad shot down another 
two planes. One of them bad crashed into the ground 
near the bridge. The pilot, who bad bailed out, was 
taken prisoner by the home guard just when he was 
radioing a message asking for a helicopter to be sent 
in to rescue him ... 
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01111 oyc)ym cpa~QJllbC.'I .10 t;Q;HCOblli ~·11o•t0K CBOC!ti JC!.111111 

They will fight for every inch of their land. 





Cnycrn HCCKOJlbKO Alleli Mbl B03Bpaw.aJUfCb no TOii 
)!{e .uopore. BMecTo MOcTa, nospeJt<Del{}{oro 60M6aM11, 
'1CpC3 ro11)'6y10 netrry pcKu nponermr nepeapasbt 113 
6aM6yxa. 3J.leCb >Ke Ka 6epcry MLI ycJib1wan1r npo.non­
)!(eHJ1e llCTOplll! 3KaKOMOtt 6aTapeH. 

B 101 .nellb, KOnta Mbl 11axo.nHJ11lCb s cc pacnono­
;KCHHll, 6b1Jfo c61rro ewe .nsa caMonern. O.u1lli H3 
llllX pyx 11yn l{U 3eMmO OKOJlO MOCTa. JleT'lllKa, 
np113CMJllfBWCrocsi Ha napa11mne, on0Jr•1e11m1 B3lU111 
B 11JTCH B TOl MOMCHT, KOr}la OH no pau.mt 3anpawma.n 
c11acaTeJtbHb11i nepToneT ... 
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Today there bad again been several raids, several 
intense engagements, and several US aircraft shot 
down. One fighter-bomber had also crashed near the 
battery. The US pilot was dead. Across the bridge 
there was now another grave, a little mound without 
a headstone. On the road several soldiers were pushing 
a lorry, which was skidding in the mud . To get it our 
of the ditch, the soldiers made use of part of the wing 
of a crashed duralumin airplane. On the wing were the 
markings of the US Air Force ... 



Cero,LUUl Cl'lOBa 6bJJTO HCCKOJlbKO ltaJtCTOB, l{CC­
KOJlbKO rOpSl'llfX 6oeo Ji KeCKOJlbKO c6lrTblX aMCpll­
KllHCKl1X. caMOJLCToe. O;:vm 113 11cTpc611Teneii-60M-
6a p,rn1pos1u11 Koe ynan Hc.naneKo OT 6anpe1t. AMepH:­
Ka11cK11i1 ac 6blJI MCpTB. 3a MOCTOM BblpOC CUJ.e 
o.n.u11 Mont.m..HblH x.oJlM 6e1 u.a.nm1c1r 11 3m1Taclm1t, a 
Ha .nopore llOLI KOJfcca 3a6yKcoeaawero rpyJOBltKa 
6oihlbl no.uKna.nbrnaml y .Qa•rKo no.nsepnyuwcecsi no.n 
PYKY t.-pb1no OT pyxKyBwcii Ha 3eMruo .a.1-0pamoM11-
mrenoii nTllUbl c JM6JteMott BBC CWA . 

Tpyo ua 611azo Poi>1111w, KaK11111 661 011 1111 6M11 11111J1CM 1>1M, 11p11-
11ocum 11e 1110111>Ko yc111011ocmb, 110 11 11yacmao yi>oa11e111aope111m, 
pooocmrr 

Work for one's country, however strenuous, is a source of 
sa1fsfactio11 011d joy. 
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IC ceuepy OT peK11 .6enxau 

... IO)K11ast np11'~lpOHTOBaR no1coca. Kor,IJ.a-1m6y.1u. o 
Heil 6yJlyT l!am1ca11i,1 nonecTll If poMaRbl, a no1<a 
3!leCb npOJlOJn!WCTCSI 6opb6a, cyponall. He Ha )f(Jl3Hb, 
a I la CMCpTb. 

H-cKaR 061ll111Ul e paiioHc BiutbJlllHb. OT 6y11Kepa 
1< 6yRKepy ncpcnnHraeMcll my6oKHMH 3eMmtHblMH 
xonaM11. OT Macc11pouatt1-tb1x 60M6ap1mpoeoK 11 

apTllJ!IICpllfiCKllX o6CTpeJTOB HaCeJiemre )lepcBHll 
yl\pblJIOCb nOll 3CMneii. 3a HCCKOJ1bKO ,l{llei! B ye3.ae 
HHubxoa coopy)f(cHo nono11H1rrcJ1bHO 697 60M60-
y6e'll\11tu It yKpbtTllii ll.UOJlb .nopor. 11Hor.na ttaneTbl 11 

06cTpenb1 rrpo.nomKa10TcR no 10-12 qacos no.npll.ll. 
Ha Tepp1CTop1r10 06w1111b1 c6powetto 01Co110 1400 
Tomi 6oM6. B cpe.atteM Ha Ka)K.noro )1orreAA - no 
42 60M6b1. 

It! BCC )KC HUCCJlCH lfC OblXOil,lIT B none. noMoraeT 
OTpU)f(aTb U0'311Yl"HblC <lTaK•l n J111KBlt,U:llpOBaTb l\X 
11ocnencTe11st. A e KopoT1me nepe,Abtw1rn Me)l(,LJ.y 
)f(apKILMI\ 60RMll II Tpy.o.oM, Tpe6ylQllUIM 60JibWOro 
MY)f(CCTDa, 3.llCCb •11na10T KH1tru, cMoTpITT 1lnu1bMbl 11 
JJ.n)!(c ·1eaTpt1Jibt1 b1e npe.acTaaJ1cwrn. 

'JaooObl pa1Mec111111111c1> 110() 3eM11ei1 

Underground factories. 

North of the Ben Hai River 

Someday the southern belt of the country stretching 
a long the front will be the subject of .novels and stories, 
but tod.ay it is the scene of a life-or-death struggle. 

Tn a certain community of the Vinh Linh district 
we made our way from bunker to bunker by way of 
deep trenches. Massive bombing and shelling had 
driven the villagers underground. fn the past few days 
an additional 697 bomb shelters and roadside LTenches 
had been built in the Ninh Hoa vicinity. Sometimes 
the raids and shelling would last for 10-12 hours. 
Fourteen hundred tons of bombs have been dropped 
on this one community, an average of 42 bombs to 
every inhabitant. 

None the less, people continue to work in the fields 
a nd help to repuJse air attacks and to repair the damage 
they do . During the short breathing spells between 
heavy fighting and work, which Likewise calls fo r great 
courage, they .read books and watch films and even 
theatrical performances. 

As soon as the war started the community council 
decided to build cl'ubs underground. There are now 



B CUMOM 11a•1aJ1e ooii1Lb1 Ha 3ace.ua1urn 06LU1tH11oro 
COOCTU 6blJ10 pewe110 C03.0.aTb KJ1y6b1 no.a. 3CMJJCH. 
Y)f{c ecn 25 TllKHX. K11y60 0. HeKoTOpb1e H3 n11 x 
BMCllltllOT .no 100 •1CnOBCK. 3.a.ccb pa6oTUIOT BblCTUOIOI, 
•111TUJ1blllt, lllKOJlbt, noKaJb1Ba10T <fmJJbMhl. Ott11 c.1rn­
'3UHbl Me11<11y co6oii I! c COCC,Li.HHMH )J.epeBHl!Mlf 
nO,/J.3CMHblMll XOJ:IaMH. TonbKO Ha KO HUCpTax MCCTllOi1 
x.y.1.1.o>KeC I oe1rnoii CUMO.llel!TCJlbHOCTI{ 3a fOJl no6blDUJIO 
cob1we 3 TblCJl'I 1p1neneii . CenbcKal! 6116n110TC'iKa, 
J.1.Ciic:ruy10lllall o OJlllOM 113 60M6oy6e)1<1uu, pacnona­
rac·1 600 l\llllfaMlt II OCllODllblMJI nepHOAl!'iCC101MH 
113.a,a111UlMlf .D.PB. Ta1rnx nepeBeltb n CeaepttOM BbeT­
ttaMc COTllll. 

OoK1tllaeM no.aJeMHYtO JJ.epeett10 HO'lbtO. 0Kom1ua 
1L3pblTU BOpO!tKa~m OT 6oM6. HanoJJOBl-filY 3a11011-
trel111 blMll ,llO>K.neeoii no.nor.. Ha 1epKanb11oi1 11oocpx­
llOC Ill OTpa>KalOTCll ny11a II 11aw11 TCHll. 

Pl!JIOM c oopo!-lKoii, np10Kaew11cb Jtpyr K 11pyry, 
CTOl!T, onyc:nra 113paKCHHbre JJllCTbll, nocTapeaw11e 
WllpOKOnllCTble 6aHUHbl. n o.u nopblBUMll eeTpa 01111 
pacKa•111oa10TcJ1 111 crnpotlbl e c1opo11y. TpyTC!\ .Qpyr 

25 such clubs, some of them accommodating up to 
100 people. The clubs arrange exhibitions, serve as 
libraries and schools, and show films. Underground 
communications Link them with one another and with 
neighbouring viUages. Home talent concerts alone have 
attracted more than three thousand people in the past 
year. A village library functioning in one such shelter 
has 600 books and all the main periodicals published 
in the Republic. And there are hundreds of such 
villages in North Vietnam. 

We left the underground village after dark The 
countless bomb craters were half-filled with rain-water. 
Reflected in its mirror-like surface were the moon and 
our shadows. 

Huddling close to one another beside one of ·the 
craters, their scarred leaves drooping, were some aged 
broad-leaved banana trees. Gus ts of wind swayed them 
from side to side, causing them to rub their singed 
leaves against one another. But beneath these trees one 
could already see the green of young shoots ... And 
whenever the bursts of shells approached the village or 
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o Jlpyra o6o'l!OKC1iHOi'i Jt11Crnoi1. .. Ho p$1JlOM y)!(e 
TllHYTCSI ssepx MOJlOJlblC 3CJleHble CTC6JJll. Kor,[la K 
)lepesHe np1r6mrnmeTCSI K3HOHa,ll.a 60S1 JfJUf )!(e Ha'fll­
l{aeTC)l 011epellHOil uaneT, 803.llYLUHbJe BOJIHbf npmtm­
MalOT OrpOMllble JlllCTbSI CTapblX 6aiiaHOB K JeMne, 11 

oHJr yKpi,rna10T OT 11anacTeii MOJlOJJ.ble no6ern. Ho 
H3AO.llr0 JTll ? 

HaA Hawei'i ro11osoi'i c1rnee He6o c w1rpoK1tM 
Mne•1tiblM nyTeM 11 sipKHM11 3seJ.i:taM11, Ta Koe JKe, 
KaKoe ceil,1ac r)le-11116y.n.b ua coce.uHei'i, Mllpttoii 
'.lCMJle ..• 

roCUUTllJJH-MUWCJlll 

« n o•1eMy saw rocn1rraJlb 11e 0601ualfeli xopowo 
pa'.lJ[J.l'll{MblMlf c BOJJJ.yxa TpH.D.IUlHOlfHbIMJ{ 31iaKaMH 
Kpacuoro KpecTa ? » C1(Jlnw11il HanpoT1m Meusi 

another afr raid began, the shock waves would press the 
huge leaves of the old banana trees to the ground, and 
thus they protect the yo w1g shoots. But bow long would 
they be able to provide this guard iansh ip ? ... 

Overhead was a blue sky swept by the broad Milky 
Way and studded with a myriad of bright stars, just 
as over some neighbouring, peaceful land ... 

Their Targets were Hospitals 

.. Why doesn·t your hospital have traditional Red 
Cross markings which are easily distinguishable from 
the air?" Dr. Nguyen Tich Yi, who sat opposite me 
in his white smock, his dark crop of hair tinged with 
grey, hesitated before answering. His slender fi ngers 
with closely cut nails rested on the desk before him. 

0 11f!pat11110 11p11:<oc>11111c.11 c>e11a111b 11p11 C8eme i;epocu1101101/ « ;1a;, 111b1 6yp11 », 1101) ~·a11011a1Jy 60.116apv11poqo" 

They peiform operatlo11s by a kerosene lamp, amidst the deafe11i11g roar of e:cplodl11g bombs. 
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« lllap111.:oea.•1 6r>.11-
6a )) • B i.·a31ei)o,u wa­
p 11Ke 00111!1! 300 CMep­
f/10/IOCllb/X wpeu 

A pef!et bomb co11-
tai11.v mnre titan 300 
deadly "IJrains. " 

MY,tNl-tHa Me1.1mrr c OTBeToM. To111me, rlo(6KH'e naJibUbl 
c KOpOTlCO OCTpl.UKClIT:ILIMJC ICOrT.slMJi paccna6JietuiO 
JlC>KaT Ha CTOne. 6em1ii xan.aT, ycntJlOCTb, KOTopylO 
l{C cnpR'leWb )la>Ke 3a MaCCllBHblMll CTeKJiaMH O'iKOB, 
•1epHast w,eTI<a aonoc, CKll03b KOTopy1-0 npo61maeTc11 
ce..o.m1a. Cero.lllrn c yrpu y irnpypra HryeH THTb J1 
6b1JT0 icecKoJibKO onepau1ci1. A ewe Ha HeM Re.!'fencu 
06111a1oiocTb JaMeCT11TeJU1 rJiaBtroro npaqa npo­
t111Hu11aJfbHoro rocmrraAA HaMXa. 

Ha1<0ueu. Hauu1 rJia3a ecTpe'la1-0Tc11, H xupypr 
Me,llJTeHl{O, CJIOBHO 06.ayMbraaa Ka)K.Lloe CJIOBO, OTBC­
'13CT eonpocoM tra aonpoc : 

(( Bbl, IUlBepHoe. XOTCJTli cnpOCllTb, no'ieMy Mbl 
3,lleCb, B i..-peCTbllHCKHX 6aM6yKO,BblX XIDKHHax, a HC B 
OTCTpOell1tblX B MUpttoe epeMR CBeTJihlJl KOpnycax 
ropo..o.cKoii 60J1bH11ub1 ? Bnpo'leM, JI noHHMa10, naM 
HY')KHO, •1To6b1 06 3TOM CKaJaJI R - Bpa'l, xwpypr ... 
A 'ITO CK8'3UTb ? n oMJ{ITTe cf>eBpa.Jlh 1965 ro,lla 7)) 

)la, y MeHSt Ha BCIO )Kl13}(b OT'lennrao Bpe3a.JIHCb B 

naMSJTb Te ncpeb1c ,1.1.m< aoi1Hbl. Maccl{po:sa}(Hbltt 
1Ca..r1eT Ha no'lTu 6e33aw,~nHb1i1 ropo,1:1 .[(01<rx.oi1. 
OrpoM1<oc 3.a,al{1ce 60JlbWCUbl. Or•1eTmmo B"Jf.AHbl Ha 
ee l\pb1wc 1c eo ~ope ono3mmareJiblCb1e 3KaK11 -
1<paCHb1e l\"PfCTbl. D,aop ycbmaH liepa1opaaaw11Muc.11 
KPYrJlblMJf, cnosHo Ma<ut, 6oM6aMH - « atraHac­
K3MI£ ». O.n.1<0 JO OTD,eJiema1ua1nopoM 3Ta)f(e npo61f­
TO paKeToii. Ha U.HHOBKe JJe>KJH Mono)l.asr 'll(eHw,Jma 
c 3a6mrroea1otoii ronoaoii. P~oM rum'lyLuiu1 Manb­
<JlfK JieT nsrm. XHpypr ropOJJ.CKoii 6oJibHHUbl oT.naeT 
KOPOTKICe pacnoprutcetUUl. 

A 'iCpe3 ro.n B .npyroM pattOlfe 33 COTl{JI KlinOMe­
TpOS y Men 6aH Ha 6epery Kpac1mii pcK1r ewe O.ll.lfa 
ropo.D,cKaSl 60Jlbl!luta, oep11ee 10, 'iTO OT Hee oCTa­
JtOCb nocne ttanera. Cpenu y61CTbLX. - apaqn, nent. .. 
EcTb y MelCJI Heo6bJ411aH KapTa, Ha KOTOpOH n0Me­
•1e1CLI Kpac1lb1M11 KpCCTaMJc Kpym{b1e rocrnrramt 11 

6onbtnlUbt, TO<ntcc, 6b1ewtlc rocmnamc u 60Jlb1utL1.b1, 
no KOTOpbtM 61uoc c 6peKJ111ero noJJeTa paKeTaM11, Ha 
KOTOpblC nptlUCJfbHO na,AaJI][ 6oM6bt c aMepltK3liCKUX 

He had already performed several operations since 
morning. He was also assistant chief physician of the 
Nam Ha provincial hospital. Not even his thick­
rimmed glasses could conceal how ti.red he was. 

Finally, the surgeon raised his eyes and slowly, as if 
weighing every word , countered with another question: 

u You would probably want to know why we are 
here, in these bamboo huts, and not in the fine hos­
pital built in peacetime. What can I say? Remember 
February 1965 ? " 

I did. Those first few days of war were imprinted in 
my memory forever. There had been a massive raid 
on the practically defenceless town of Dong Hoi. Red 
Cross markings had been dearly visible on the huge 
hospital building and in its yard, now strewn with round 
unexploded bombs which people here referred to as 
"pineapples. " One of the wards on the second floor 
bad beea hit by a rocket. A young woman, with her 
head bandaged, lay on. a mat. At her side was a boy of 
nboul five, crying. The hospital surgeon was issuing 
terse orders ... 

A year later in another area hundreds of kilometres 
away, at Yen Bai, on the Red River, f had seen another 
town hospital, or, rather, what remained of it after 
a raid . The casualites had included doctors and chil­
dren ,, . 

In my possession is a somewhat unusual map, with 
red crosses designating big hospitals, or, more exactly, 
former hospitals that had been selected as targets for 
rocket and bomb attacks by low-flying US aircraft. 
These are places I have been to and seen wrth my own 
eyes. There bad been 44 big hospitals, and on the 
ground next to each of them there had been Red Cross 
markings. 

Our conversation reverted to the present. The 
hospital, which had bad a staff of about 300 in peace­
time, now had just over 150 people on its staff, while 
the area it served had increased manyfold. Some of the 
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caMOJteTon. 3To ·1 e Mecrn, r n.e .R caM no6bman, r.Ae 
B<.:C BllACJl CUOJ!Mll rJcaJaMll. 44 KpymCblX roc1nrraAA II 

60Jlbli11Ubl. Vt OKOJ10 KU)l(AOro ll3 3TliX. 3AaHltii Ha 

'lCMJTC 6blJ111 BblJJOJKeHbt KpaCHble KpeCTbl. 
P3.3rosop He3aMenm nepeKmo'laeTcl! Ha ceroAH.R­

UJH lltt ,11eHb. B MUpHbu1 nepKOAB ropoACKOH 6oJibHlll.le 
6bJJl0 OKOJIO 300 Me,llHIUfHCKHX pa6onmKOB H o6cnylKlf­
BaJOwero nepcowura. CeA'lac HeMHorKM 6onee 150. 
A Tepp1rropmt, KOTopyJO o6cnY?fillBaeT rocmtTanb, 
ysenwumacb a ,a.ecl(TKK pa3. 4acTb spalfeii ywJia s 
apMlUO, .npyrne nepe,ll8HbL ye3JllibIM 6oJlbmruaM n 
rocmrraJUlM. 

"1.11.eM B 08.JUlTbl. 06walbIC KpCCTbKHCKHC ,llOMa li3 

TpeX KOMHaT. 06p83l.l0Ba.S. 'IHCTOTa. CT O;:\ ,llaJICKlr'1 
3JIOBCl.UKH 8KXOMnaHeMeHT aMep1ucmrcKHX 6oM6ap­
AKpOllUOntOB o6xO.lllfM 60.llbffi('ll-lb!C TOO'IUHbl. 

B onepau1(0HHOH y .RpKo ocBeme1rnoro :meKTpn­
'lecKHM CBCTOM CTOJta O'lepe.nnast CXB8TKa 38 >KH3Ub 
1.1e11osex.a. A pH,IlOM a cocep.Heil KOMHaTe y oxoJJ,a n 
6oM6oy6e)lrnwe « ycoscpweKcT.oosalHCbltt » senocu­
ne.r1. EcnH OTKJUO'laT cneT, onepau.1{R: 6yAeT npo,o:o.n:­
'lKaTbcll np11 ocneweamr, n1tTamce KoTopoMy ,o.acT 
3TOT csoeo6pa3Khtil ABK>KOK. Onepal.l}(Jl 6y,o.CT npo­
.nomKanc1l. 41"0 6bl lil1 CJlY"IITTIOOb. 

TpareJJ,IUI TxioBlana 

3To cny•mnocb e JleJibTe KpacttOH peK1r. Kor.z~a Mbl 
np1t6b1rut B ,D.epeeywKy Tx101t38li, '!TO ne)l(ITT e 
npoBKHUJOt Txru1 611Hb (CnoxoiicTBHe), aMepHKaKcKlte 
mUlOTbl y')f(e c.nena;m cnoe rpJUaoe )leno. 60M6b1, 
c6powetfl{ble Ha ceJibCKYIO WKOJI}', ucneaemum KJiac­
Cbl. MoJIO.QeHhKAI{ y111rreJ1hH1tn,a c no~TH'leCtofM HMe­

HeM Cyau (Bectta) Bb1,aepJKaJta nocnemndi 3K3aMeH -
HCOblTaKJlC Ha Myji(CCTBO. Jlo noCJICAtteii MJfHYTbl 
OHa 6oponacb 3a )l(H3Hb ,AeBO'leK II Martb'll(KOB. 
Mltornx. cnaCJUl, a caMa He y6epernacb OT craJibHOro 
aMeplrK:lHCKoro OCKOJIKa. 

BMecTe c ocrnBWKM11cll B lKKBhlX y'lem1KaM1>1 Mbl 
B03JtOlKIU1ll Ha MOniJly JO(, nepBOH YlfltTeJlbltliUbl 
a.J[ble OCCHHl{C UBeTbl. A OOTOM B rocmnaJTe HUBCCTJolJUI 
paHCHblX BlfXpaCTblX MaJlb'UlWeK. 

Ji1,D.eM OT X.11.>KflHbJ K }0-f)l('lflie. B Ka')l(JJ.Oii yrowa10T 
•1aeM I{ 6aHauaMn. l1 paCCK33):.1BaJOT, K8K 31"0 6b1Jl0. 
Bo MHontx $oTOrpaclnw ,D.eTeli B 'lepltoM rpaypHOM 
Kpene. 

Bo speMll 6aH.aKTCKoro HaJteTa Ha WKOJl)' norn6no 
H 6blJTO T1l)l(eJ1o patteuo 47 y'lcH1CKOB. Ha aoiiHe .11.ern 
6blCTpO e3pocJie10T. OcnumncccJI e lKltBblX pe6JITa 
H3 WKOllbJ TXJOK3aua apmuurn. pewCKHC : npo,D.OJt· 
lKaTb y'le6y tt.a cTapoM MeCTe u Y'IHTbCll 6e3 nnox1oc 
oueliOK, C'IHT8Tb :no rJraBHOH AJUI ce6.R 3a)la'lett B 
DOAl!e npoTHB aMepHKaHCKUX arpeccopo.o. l'1 WKOJla, 
nepel4<1mwu crpawHyt-0 rpare.nmo, .neiicnosana, 
OKpylKeHHaJl TpaHWellMl1 I\ 6oM6oy6e>IOUU.8Mll, KaK 
,D.eCSlTKH TbfCSl't .apymx. H8 onaneHHOH eoill!oii 3eMne 
Cesepttoro BhernaMa . 

• 
Pl!6.~ma 11p11ui1111 npocm11mbc.q co c«oe1i y 'i11111e;1b11w1e1i. Ee JB0.111 

Cya11-Bec11a ... 

Children 1111111mi11g tlte loss of tlteir Jeacher kif/ed by a US bomb, 

doctors had joined the army, and others had been 
transferred to provincial hospitals elsewhere. 

I was shown the wards, which were ordinary three­
room peasant homes. Everything was spotlessly clean. 
To the accompaniment of the distant and ominous 
sound of US bombers in the air, I made the rounds of 
the rooms, filled with beds. 

On a floodlit table in the operating room a battle was 
going on for a man 's life. ln the neighbouring room, 
at the entrance to a bomb shelter, I was shown an 
•• improved " version of a bicycle. Tn the event of a 
power failure, the power generated by the " bicycle " 
would provide the necessary light in the operating 
room. The operation would go on whatever happened. 

The Thuy Dan Tragedy 

This happened in the Red River delta. Wnen we 
ardved in the village of Thuy Dan, in Thai Binh 
(Tranquillity) Province, the US pilots had already 
done their dirty work. The bombs dropped on the 
village school had reduced the classrooms to ashes. 
The young schoolteacher with the poetic name Xuan 
(Spring) had passed her final test, the test of courage. 
To the last moment of her life., she had fought for the 
lives of the boys and girls in her care. She saved many 
of them before a US bomb splinter cut short her 
own life. 

Together with the surviving pupils, we laid a bunch 
of red autumn flowers on the grave of their first 
teacher. From there we went on to the hospital to caJI 
on the boys who had been iwounded. 

We went from one hut to another. In each we were 
offered tea and bananas, and we were told how it had 
all happened. Jn many of the huts there were pictures 
of children in frames of black crape. 

There bad been 47 casualties in this raid on the 
village schoolhouse. 

During a war, children grow up very quickly. The 
surviving schoolchildren in Thuy Dan resolved to 
continue their studies at the same site and to have 
no bad marks. Th.is, they resolved. would be their main 
duty in the war against the US aggressors. So this 
school, which had experienced a terrible tragedy, conti­
nued to function, surrounded by bomb shelters and 
trenches, like tens of thousands of other schools on the 
war-ravaged soil of North Vietnam. 

• 
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Tpa11111e11 110()01111111 a1111011111y10 K 111Ko,1b1tb1M 11apmaM 

Trenches at school. 



ConOAl/!111/b/I! 11/RJl/lbl '1011/1111/aJOlll 0111 ,11e111wx OCIWRKOB, 110 Ill! 60,1b/l/e 

Clrildre11 are not allowed to attend classes 1111less they wear straw /rats wlticlt help 
protect tlrem against small splinters. 





l>oM6bt na.na10T na xpaMbl 

Bombs Rain Down on Temples 



PaccKaJb1Ba10T, •ffO nepe.n 6oeBblMH Bb1JieTaM11 

aMepl!KSHCKJiX nHJlOTOB npnMO l{a a3po.npoMax 6na­

rOCJTOl)IDUOT noJIKOBble KanemraHbl. Mo)KeT 6btTb 11 

TaK. 51 caM He p a.3 CJlblWa.JT no aMCplOrn}{CKOMY pa­

.llllOMaSU<y, na KOTOpbtii opneHTI£pyIOTCH l£HKl1-ITIUIOTL£ 

flopyz.a11"' xpucmua11cK11e 11epKB11 ... 
Christian churches desecrated. 

[t is said that before they set out on their bombing 
missions US airmen receive the blessings of their 
regimental chaplains right on the airfields. This may 
be so. I have certainly heard church music broadcast 
over the radio beacon that guides US pilots on their 

103 



BO BpeM.A: 6oM6apA}lpODO'llfblX .BblJieTOll, xp11cnrau­

CKltC nCCl(OOCHJCJl. H aXOAl!TCH Tato£e m£ca1m, XOTOpblC 

nbJTalOTCSI IUIBCCTI< Jll{K npoTeCTaHTCKOrO I{ l<aTOJll{­

lfeCKOro 6JiarolfCCTI(ll Ha aMepl.fKaJICKJ!X B03JlYWKblX 

aeon, BOIOIOUUCX .ao BbencaMC. 

A JTII caMbte aMepm<aHCKJle mmoTbI, npuxpb1aaHCb 

uMeHeM Xp1rcTa, pywaT xpaMbt, Ke pa361{pax, xp1t­

CTOBb1 OHll JUII( He XplCCTOBbl, c 6pciomero nonera 

nycKatOT pal\eTbl no KOJtOKOJTbWlM 11: a.ITTapHM, 

llCBlOLUblM MJta,D.eJtuaM I{ CTap~!XaM, Bepy!OUJ,HM II 

l{CDCpyl-OWlfM. 

McpTBbrc onycTou1eHHbte uepKBll .D,oHrXoH JI B HHb­

mnu1, <l>aT3HeMa 11. XowaH, TblClf'lH KaTOJIHlfeCKl rx, 

npoTeCTaFITCKUX H 6yau1u1cKHX xpaMOB - CLUe O.D.Hll 

CB1<,AeTeJtl{ aMep11KaltCKOro 6CC'111HCTBa. 
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bombing missions. There are even writers who try to 
attribute Christian piety to tbe US airmen fighting 
in Vietnam. 

Yet these very same airmen, using Christ's name as 
a screen, destroy shrines without pausing to ascertain 
whether they are Christian or not. Flying at low 
altitude, they fire rockets at belfries and altars, at 
innocent children and the aged, believers and non­
believers alike. 

The devastated churches of Dong Hoi and Vinh 
Linh, Pbat Diem and Hon Gai. the thousands of 
Catholic, Protestant and Buddhist shrines destroyed 
are further evidence of US war crimes. 

When it first attacked this socialist State, tbe US 
pinned certain hopes (and it made no secret of this) 



Pa3BSI3bmasr ooiiHy nponm cou11amrcTw1ecKoro 
rocy,D,apcr.sa, Baw1ntrTOR ,D,emu:r onpe.n.eneuuy10 cnm­
Ky, H l{C CKpb!BaJt 3TOfO, 1ca ecpy1ouurx CeecpKOfO 
Bi..enmMa : MICJlJllfOHbl 6y J.tJ.J.llCTOB, 6oncc MlfJlJl 11011a 
x.pucrHal:I, TbtClI'tM. Kao,ua1!CTOB H. xoaxao. BMec-re c 
60M6aMJ111 paxeraM11 aMcp1raancxue rnuTOTbl c6pacbt­
namt ffifCTOBK~(, paJMRO>KClnlbte B MHJI.IIHOHKblX 
n1paJKax.. B mix 06M1cHrumc1> « ryMam11>1e ucn11 
BOiiHbl )) II BO l(Mll nceBblWllero Bepy!OWHX nplf3bl­
eam1 Bb1crynarb nponm npaenreJibcTna Xo Wu 
Mmla. 

Ho 60M6b1 11 paKeTbt oxa'laJTlfCh r<pacHope1J1roee 
c.nau.trtBblX 1r 1u1omb1X m1cTonoK. Pac'leTbl LI.PY Ha 
oprmunaumo a KaTOJtll'tecKHx it 6y,Jlll,11.licK1rx paiioHax 
CeBepttoro Bben1aMt1 « O'laro» m-rnrKOMMyH1tcrw1ec­
Koro Boopy>Ke1moro conponmneHlor » oKa'laJD!Cb 
11ecocrol!TeJTuUblM1l. A 3acna1rnble railKOM caiiroH­
CKlte 110,ncrpeKarcmr, opramoarophl e nononcKrrx 
cynutax O.LJ;llli Ja .npyntM cemr Ha c1mMb10 noi1cy­
J\l!Mb1x.. Bc10 aoliHy D uepKeax u xpaMax M1rn1m0Hh1 
aepylOUlHX MOIDUlUCb 3a no6e.izy ll Mlt:p, 3a TCX, KTO 
y)f(e CTaJl )f(epTBOli aMCpllKURCKlfX 60M6ap.n11poBOK 
11 o6crpenon. 

Bor x.orn: 6bt cy,D,b6a copmcaJieTHCi.1 <1>au T;ur ..Uao, 
Karomri~Kli ro <1>aT3lfeMa. 51 ncrpenm ee y a1napn: 
uepKBn, lfCKouepKan11 oi.1 6oM6aMu. Oua ocraJlaCb 
Bll.OBOtt c ceMblO CHpOTl\M~(. My"ll<a y6JfJll( y BX.OD.a B 
:ny u.epKOBl> DO .npcMn B03JlYIUHOfO HUJlCTa, KOr)la 
WJIO 6orocny)f(elGiC. 

LJ,epKOBb pa36Jrra, eepy~ll.lHe y6HTbI, paHeltbl. 3a 
IJTO )Ke, Ml{J[0C1 lfBbltt 60)f(C ! 

Crapurnii CbrH nOCJle nc6e1111 oTu.a ywerr JJ.o6po­
BOJthUeM rui <f>pom . MaTb 611aroc11on1ma ero. 

Ot:K«ep11c11&1 6yoo11iicK11e xpa.11111 ••• 

Buddhist temples bombed. 

on the believers in North Vietnam: the millions of 
Buddhists, the more than a million Christians, and 
the thousands of fo llowers of the Cao Dai and Hoa 
Hoa sects. Together with their bombs and rockets, 
the US airmen dropped milLions of leaflets explaining 
the '' humane aims of the war " and appealing to 
beLievers, in the name of their faith, to oppose the 
government headed by Ho Chi Minh. 

But the bombs and rockets proved more eloquent 
than the hypocritical and honeyed words of the Jea6ets. 
The CIA 's hopes of organizing " centres of anti­
communist armed resistance" in the Catholic and 
Buddhist areas of North Vietnam proved unfounded. 
As for the Saigon regime's subversive agents in priests' 
clothing who were sent into the country secretly, they 
found their way one by one into the prisoners' dock. 
Throughout the war, in churches and temples, the 
millions of the faithfu l have prayed for victory and 
peace, for those killed by US bombing and shelling. 

Beside the a lta r of a bomb-damaged church r met 
Phan Thi Dao, a Catholic from Phat Diem. At forty, 
she is a widow with seven children. Her husband was 
killed at the entrance to that very church during an air 
raid when a service was in progress. 

" The church was smashed, believers were killed 
and wounded .. . Why, ob merciful God? " 

After the death of her husband, her eldest son 
volunteered for army service. She gave him her 
blessings. 
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Boe1wbtii npecTymtHK 

1<01cno1rpb1 BBenu BbtCOKoro XYAOw.aBoro aMepH­
itaHua. np$lM01 B ynop CMOTJ>ITT XOJIOAllble rony6b1e 
rJta3a. CJtcrKa .npo)f(awue OT BOJIHCH1rlt pyKu. YJKHe, 
nJtOTllO c>KaTbte ry6bt. C pa3pe1uemut KOHBoupa 
nJtCIOCbJH cawrrca }{a CTyn, CKpeCTICB PYJOl Ha KOJielIJU(. 

Hacropo)f(eHHo .ncnyWJmaeTcff n nonpocbt, a 3aTeM 
nOCJ(C pa3.i:tYMblI THXO OTee•1acT. 

M bt y)l(e yJHamc ueKOTOpb1e <l)aKTbt H3 ero 61ro­
rpa<jHnr. Kamrra:i{ noemco-nO'.lAYIJ11fbtX mm CllJA 
Kalin )lar Eepr, KOMUll'..ntcp peaimmnoro 60M6ap.1UL­
po'BUJ.l(Ka-ncrpe61rre.nlI <l>-105. 3ax:na'leH no.n XaHoeM. 
OH nony•mn apmca3 pa360M6ITTb paKeTH)'lO ycTa­
HOBKY (( 3CMJUl-B03.ll)'X )), liO HC AOJtCTen .no uemt. 
Ero c6nml Ra no.nxo.ne. 

- KaK " nonarr BO BbemaM ? - nonTopsi:eT Eepr 
nonpoc. 3anmyeWRcb cHrapcToii, Mc.nnelllio, ci>pa.3a 
3a ¢pa3oii, tta4mraeT orne•mTb . 

... Pop,oM M3 Ka.rri.rclwpmof. 0TeQ 6bJJf pa6o•uw-
9JteKTplrKOM. Ma Tb .noMoxoJHHKa. 6paT- TIUTorpac)l­
cK.m1 pa60'llCH. flocne OKOK1l3lU(ll KOMe,U>Ka Y'nUICSI 
B yrnmepcfITCTC, HO BCKope 6poc1m : B 1958 ro.ny 
BCTyrom B BOC}U{0-803.ll)'WID>le CKJtbt. IToqeM)' ? 
Me•1Tan BOJUITb caMOJTCTbr. .. 

- H cxo.llbKO )Ke nnanom ? 
- C ircTa 1965 ro,na, Kor.n.a Haw aBlfaooJTK rrpn6btJt 

tta aMeplOC:utCKYJO 6a3y Tarn11 B Tau:mrn.ne n cTan 
Y'l8CTBOB3Tb B 6oeBbIX .neiicrnm1x B fltn,D,OXIITae, ll 

nOJIY4aJT 900 aMepm<auc1mx .noJlJlapon : 540 )!(aJtOBa­
>111e, 180 3a noneTht, 130 ira mnamre n 50 .no.IIJiapoa 
HU.l\6nn1ca 3a yiiacrne n 6oeJJi:.1x oncpau1rnx. Hcnnoxo" 
OKJtU,£1. 

- H Ja Ta1me AClibrU Bbl Y'JaCTBOBamt e 
mcparcK1ut uaneTax ? 

- OotteM)' mtpaTCKJIX ? 5l ,nei'lcTBoBan no np11Ka3y 
rrpC31(,ll,eHTa )l.iKOHCO}{a. 

- Ho BCAb CIIIA ne o6bsmJuum :soiillbt UH Jlaocy, 
mt BbeTHaMy. Iionee Toro, .nn.st o6bllBJtelmlt BOflJ{hl 
Tpe6yeTc.11 pewe1me KOHrpecca, a TaKoBoro ReT. 

6epr Ha•nmaeT epJaTb no CTYJ£Y· 

- 5J t(eJIOBeK MaJieHblOdi. fl.p1a<a'3aJU.f, .II: li BOlOIO. 
- A ecm{ npm<a)l(YT c6pOCl(Tb aTOMJibte iuru 

BOAOPO.Al{blC 6oM6bl ua BbeniaM i.rrut .i:wyroe rocy­
.napcTBo, Bbl TO'll<e c;nenaere '3TO ? 

6epr MHCTC!f. 

- HeT ... HeT, ll He X04Y TpcTbCtt MTfPOBOH noii:Jn,r. 
3 To 3Ha4Jff ca.MOYHJl'ITO)J(CJil(C. y MCWl TO'll<e CCTh 

ceMbll, .ncnr... 
- ltl BCe-TalOf? 
- 11 0651.Jali BblUO.JIIDITb .mo6oi1 np1n<a:J npc31f.neH-

Ta .. . - c1-wBa 3aMOJIJCaeT. - PaJpelIDITe noA)'MaTb ... 
51 ne 3Haro, KUK noc-rynmo. 

- Bbl 3'f{ae7e KaXHeJ1016yAb .11Jb1K.1f? 
- KpoMe aHrmi.HcKoro, ew.e nanCHb. Boo6w,e st 

l{e .mo6mo rnY'JaTb RJbtXll. Moe xo6611 - TeUHKc H 

.LOKUJ. 00JDJTinCOii TO)l{e He lOITCpeCYJOCb. 
4HTa10 ml R KWffU ? - HecKOJibKO MHH)'T 

106 

A War Criminal 

The guards brought in a lanky American. His cold 
blue eyes stared at us; his hands trembled slightly, and 
his thin lips were tightly compressed. With permission 
of the guard, tbe prisoner sat down on a chair, his 
hands on his knees. 

He listened to the questions anxiously and then 
answered quietly after a moment's thought. 

We had already learned something about him. Air 
Force Captain Berg commanded an F-105 jet figbter­
bomber. He was taken prisoner near Hanoj. His orders 
had been to wipe out a ground-to-air missile instal­
lation, but he was shot down before be had reached 
his target. 

" How L came to be in Vietnam, " Berg sajd, re­
peating the question. He took a puff at his cigarette 
and then began to answer slowly, pausing after each 
phrase. 

He was born in California, the son of an electrical 
worker. His mother looked after the house, and hfa 
brother was a printing shop worker. From college 
he went on to university, but soon dropped bis studies. 
la 1959 he enlisted in the Air Force. Why? He dreamed 
of flying. 

" Row much were you paid? " 
"From the summer of 1965, when our air regiment 

arrived at the Ta Khli American base in Thailand and 
[ began to take part in military operations in Cndo­
China, r started getting 900 dollars a month: 540 
salary, 180 for fUghts, 130 for meals, and a 50 dollar 
bonus for taking part in military operations. Not 
bad money. " 



MOJ'C'laHuSl. - ,Lla, 'Urran. Kax-To nouarracb MHC 

>CmrACxa XeMJ0tr)'3Jl, y)l(e He noMmo o 'ICM. Vf eute 
OAffa - « Suorpaqnra 1IITnepa ». 

- "1 3TO BCe '! 
- ,D,a, no)f(aJl)'ii, see. 
- Hy I { 'ITO? 
- Mlle O'IC){b nOlfp8BJU\aCb K}{J{T3 0 r rrrrrepe. 

npa:s.a.a, Oll 6b1n HeMHoro 6eCl'IOllaTbrll. 
HanOMlfHaCM Ecpry, 'ITO 3TOT 6eCHOB3ThtH pa3-

Bll33JI BTOPYIO Mllpoey>0 BOHKY H. lta ero co:secn1 
)l(l0flll .necSlTKOB MJUlJD{QHOB ruo.neii. 

- ,ll.a, - cor.nawacTCSl 6epr, - :no y)f(acHo. Ho 
O'H BC)l.b 6blJI )lllKT3TOp. 5J TIOHKMa.tO, Ha <ITO Dbl 
JraMexaeTe. B CWA MhI ue llacTom.xo 6e3yMifbl, 
•1To61>1 noi\n1 tra TpeTblO Mnponyro :sofmy. 

- Hy, a KaK )KC c BOHH011 nporn.:s BbeTHaMa H 

Jlaoca? 
Ecpr >tcno.a.on6bn nor1utAbtBaeT na trnc? 
- JI 3.IJ,CCb me apu 'ICM, JI 'ICJIOBCK M3JTCHbKIIii. MHe 

11p11K33BIDt, It Sl Bbll10JlWUL 
- f ,ne )f(C Bbl DOeBaJIII? 
- n cpeblii 600BOii BblJleT ]{ama rpyn:na CODCpWUJTa 

Ha CaMHea, B Jlaoce. floTOM 6oM6IDI ,[l,bcH6bctt<t>y. 
CaMoe 6oJ[bwOe 3AaHIIe B ropo.ne. 

- Bbl 3ll3CTC, 'HO 3TO 6blJI3 WKO-Jia? OT BaWJlX 
6oM6 nom6mt .a.ent. 

- MHe OTMenurn UC.Jlb }( CK33aJIR, qTo TilM 

BOC•lH3SI K333pMa. 5l o<f>l{Uep H He Mory o6cy)f(,L(aTb 
O"JHIKl\3bl. n oTOM 6oM6rm napOM KIDIOMCTpax B 60 HB 

ce:sep OT 17-A naparureJJll. Hy, a CIOCJ[CJnilfii BblJICT 
OKOEl'nl11Cl! .z:urn Menn nnerroM ... 

" And for that money you took part in the piratical 
raids?" 

"Why piratical? I was carrying out President 
Johnson's orders. " 

••But the United States hasn't declared war either 
on Laos or on Vietnam. What is more, a declaration 
of war requires a congressional decision, and there 
has been no such decision. " 

Berg began to fidget in bis chair. 
"Look, I'm a little guy. When J'm ordered to, 

I fight. " 
"And if you were ordered to drop atom or hydrogen 

bombs on Vietnam or some other country, would 
you do that too? '' 

Berg hemmed and hawed. 
" No, no ... I don't want a third world war. That 

would mean self-destruction. I have a fami ly, I have 
kids too ... " 

" But still, what would you do? " 
" I have to carry out any order of the President..." 

And after a pause. " Give me time to think ... 1 don ' t 
know what 1 would do. " 

" Do you know any languages? " 
" Apart from English, only some Latin. Tn general, 

l don't like learning languages. My bobbies are tennis 
and jazz. I 'm not interested in politics. " 

" Do J read books? " After a few moments of 
silence he continued, " Why, yes, f've read some. 
I once got hold of a book by Hemingway, but I don't 
remember what it's about. Another book I read was 
a biography of Hitler. " 

" And that's all? " 
"Yes, that 's about aU. '' 
" And what do you think about them?" 
" I liked the book about Hitler, although he seems 

to have been a bit of a windbag." 
We reminded Berg that the "windbag" had started 

World War II and was responsible fo r the death of 
tens of millions of human beings. 

"Yes, that was terrible, " Berg agreed. "But he 
was a dictator. [ understand what you're hinting at. 
But we in the United States aren't so crazy as to start 
a third world war. " 

" But what about your war against Vietnam and 
Laos?" 

Berg gave us a sullen look. 
"That's got nothing to do with me-I'm a little guy. 
I bave to do as I'm told. " 

"Where have you fought?" 
" Our fi rst combat mission was to Sam Nea in 

Laos. Then we bombed Dien Bien Phu., the biggest 
building in the city. " 

"Do you know that it was a school? Your bombs 
killed little children. " 

" r was given the target and told it was an army 
barracks. rm an officer, and I cannot discuss orders. 
Then we bombed a ferry about 40 miles to the north 
of tbe I 7th parallel. As for my last mission, that ended 
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- no•1eMy Bbl C 6pCK>UJ.Cro flOJICTa CTpemteTe TIO 
MltpHblM JIIO.llllM7 

- HaM TPYJlHO pa3JIWlllTb, r.u.e coJI)J.aTbI, a r,1.1;e 
Ml<pllble JCIO.O.H:. CKOpOCTb 6onbWMr. n beM IIO mo6oil 
)Kl{BOfl ue1u1 B 3a,naH.t10M paH01-cc. Pa3Be onpe.neJIHIUb, 
'ITO B pyKaX y l(CJIODCKa - nanKa lUHi xapa6lrn. 

6epr MOJC•nfT, a noToM 'IYTb CJTbClllHO ronoprn: 

- ,D,a, l'( y6H1lan IDO)J.CH, 110 )J.CHCTBOBan no np11Ka3y . 
.51 ue conpornBnMCH, Korna Memr 6pam{ B ruteH. B 
Rae TOll<e cTpemuoT. Mb1 3aw.11w.aeMcH. 

- t.ITo Bbl .n,yMaeTe o BbernaMe H 060 aceii 3TOH 
:sofme? 

- 3enenaH CTpaHa. )l{aJib, rrp}{XOJI.IITCl'l y61maTb 
BbentaMUCB. 01m CTOilJ<Kii Hapo.u.. MHe xoTenocb 6bt 
nocne BOHHbI, ccrut BblJKlmy, no6braaTb TYT rypRCTOM. 
51 no.JtHOCTblO conraceH c r euepaJIOM MaxapTYPOM, 
KOTOpblH HC pa3 roBOplUI, '!TO ClllA He CMOryT 
no6e.mITb Hapo.zt, BCJlYlUKll aapTJC3aJ!CKYIO BOIDty. 
H eJib3H no6e.D;JtTb ltCBKJll{MOK. 

Ka1i11 Jlal Sepz ..• 11 eeo « l\OJ111ez11 » 110 1a"""'~e111110 110 cesepo­
llbt'11111a,uc1101I 3e.1111e 

K . Berg and other US pifots- priso11ers of war. 



in my being taken prisoner ... " 
" Why do you strafe peaceful civilians during low­

level flights? " 
"It's hard for us to distinguish between soldiers 

and civilians. The speed is too great. We fire at any 
live target in a given area. You can't tell whether a 
person is holding a stick or a carbine. " 

Berg was silent a moment and then added barely 
audibly: 

" Yes, I killed people, but I was under orders. 
I offered no resistance when I was taken prisoner. We 
too are fired upon, and we defend ourselves." 

" What do you think about Vietnam and about this 
whole war? " 

"It's a green country. Too bad we have to kill 
Vietnamese-they're a staunch people. I'd like to 
come here as a tourist after the war if I remain alive. 
I fully agree with General Douglas MacArthur, who 
had said many times that the United States couldn't 
defeat a people waging guerrilla warfare. You can't 
defeat an invisible foe. " 

I 
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Y oacTH ApaKoea 

« XaM >> nO-;JlbeTHaMclOt - nacTb, <1 )KOHr » -
,!lpaKOJL nepe.a: caMbIM TxaHbXOa, TaM, TAC rtpOJleraeT 
HeBH.W<Malt ABa,IOl,aTasi napamreJlb, oT.neronowaA IO'lK­
Bhie paiiOHbl )).PB, '1epe1 peKy MeJK,zzy .n»yx CKan 
nepe6poweH 3uaMemtTb1it MOCT Xa.M )Kaur. Ott 
:npou.nrr BO MKOrlU MCCTax OCKOJTKaMJl •r paxe·raMH. 
CKaJt.bl, B3rpoMo3.nHBumecl! no o6eJIM cTopoRaM 
peXH, - B pa31IoMax. BoKpyr nenpae.nono.no6uo 
orpoMHble KaMeimblc rru,16b1, rJTy6o">re BopoHKlt. OT 
J,a,aJUdi 11a 6epery ocra.nucb mtrnb rpy1u .. r K11p1111'lu . A 
MOCT BblCTOlUJ. 

Kor.no 1{aw Ta3l1K 110,nbCJ'lKaeT K XaM )f(o1rry, 
wo<jJep naeT nponDKl:lblH rynoK. 3.u.ecb 11orn61111 cro 
,apyJbll, n1nre iKC, KaK ott. oo.u.meruc. Ho oco6cHHO 
TpY.D.UO DO BpCMR MaccirposaHHblX HJlJICTOB np11-
XO.!l;l1TCll pcMOHTl-lblM pa6o•lllM. c OJll{HM 113 HH:X y 
Melll! 6b1Jta ecrpe•1a o Xauoe, e rocmrr8Jle. 
... Kor.na 4all BaH Txo o•myncst, TO KC cpa3y 

noiurn, OO'ICMY OH Jnecb. KponaT.b, TyM60•1Ka c 
aJJblMI! uncTaM11, .neeywKa D 6enoM xanaTe ""nuumrn, 
K01·opy10 l{lrlCOr.na Re 111061111. 3neKTpOCBUPWllJ(Y 
6hUl op11.Bbl'1ett WYM, seceJlblH CTYK MOJJOTKOD, Tpecx 
<IBTOreH.a, a no ne11epaM .ncTCKKil fOMOII , KplfKlf 
TOprosueD, nepe3BOH KOJIOKOJtb'ULKOB BeJlOpllKW BnC­

peMe)l(KY c ryAKUMll M!lllJICH. A 'lACCb - LUCMHLUaK 
cepAU.e TllWl(l!a. nonpo60BaJJ nepencpl{)'"TbC!l ){a 6oK 
u TIO'iYBCTsonaJJ ocTpy10 6onb. B naMStTl( cpa3y iKe 
BCOJlblJI MOCT XaM )l(our, aJIKllpy1ou.nre aMep1CKaHCKHe 
CUMO!lCTbl, D3pb1Dbl 6oM6. '.::ho 6ht.n' OSITblH HaneT 3a 
,o.CHb. HecKOJJbKO rrpsitvtbJX. nona,a,attITTi. HaMeTatUJblM 
eJrnSIJlOM 4ru1 BaH Tx.o np11Kmryn: cnpannMCR" ca~m. 
.nonoJTI U!TeJlbl!YIO aaapuiitty10 KOMaHJIY Bbl3bCBnTb ue 
Ha.o.o. Pit.nOM rpOJCHyJl HOBblH B3pb1B . . . 

Be•1epoM np1rw!llT pe6ara 113 ero 6pnra.u.b1. 0111t-To 
lt pacCKa3::1Jll1, KaK ero pUl<IUlO OCKOJIKOM, KaK l< uo•m 
RM nee )f(C y).l.aJtOCb 3UK0H'llrTb peMOHT H no MOCTY 
CHODU nowmt 33TCMHCl-OiblC COCTa.Bbl. 

Ha no31urm1 o.ruroii 11.3 3CHlrfHbJX 6aTapeii, KOTOpall 
y)Ke Tptrrlltt rDA OTµaJfcaCT .B03ll.YlUHble aTaKH aMepH­
KaliUeD, Mbt y311amr, '!TO e paiione XaM )Koura c6uTo 
CBhlWC CTa Hc-rpc61rreJleH-60M6apttHpOBLUJfKOB npo­
i1l8Hl!Ka. l! To6h1 yKH'!TO)((ICTb Moc-r, nocne pst,o.a 
Hey.o;a•111b1X nonbtTOK aMep1tKalfll.ht pewum1 npott3.BecTH 
cneu1n1nbnhre y<1e6Hb1e 11a11eTbl. Ha <l>itmmmrnax 6b1no 
coopy)f(eHo no.a.o6ne XaM )f(o11ra, H rpynna onblTHblX 
neT'llfKOB OTpa6aTbmana no HeMy TO'lliOCTb 6oM60BbCX 
H paKeTlfb1X y.u.apos. 06 3TOM paCCKa3aJJ CUM KOMalJ­
JJ.HP 6oeooro 38eHa, RBXO.AllCb n nneu.y 3AeC.b, 
ue.naneJCo OT XaM )l(ottra, Ha 3eMJle CesepHoro 
BbentaMa. 

• 

The Dragon's Jaws 

Ham means "jaws" in Vietnamese; rong means 
u dragon." Just before Thanh Hoa, where the invisible 
20th parallel separates the sourbern regions of the 
Republic from the northern, the famous Ham Rong 
bridge spans the river from cl iff to cliff. Bomb splinters 
and rockets have pierced it in many places, and the 
cliffs on both banks bear deep tell-tale scars in the 
form of big craters and fantastically shaped boulders. 
The buildings on the bank have been reduced to 
heaps of debris. But the bridge bas survived. 

When our lorry approached Ham Rong, the driver 
sounded his horn, paying homage to the memory 
of bis friends, drivers like himself, who had lost their 
lives here. The repair workers have a particularly 
difficult time during tbe massive air raids. I met one 
such worker in a hosp.i tal in Hanoi. 

. .. When Tran Van Tho recovered consciousness, 
it took him some time to realize where he was. The 
bed, the night-table with some crimson flowers on it, 
the girl in white, and the silence ... He had never 
particularly liked silence; as a welder, he was more 
accustomed to noise : to the cheerful rat-a-tat of 
hammers, the hissing of the welding machine, and, in 
the evening, the voices of the children, the shouts of 
tJ1e v1m<lurs, <iu<l lht! bells of the bicycle rickshas 
alternating with car horns. Here the silence was such 
that it gripped one's heart. He tried to turn on his side, 
but felt a stab of pain. At once he recalled the Ham 
Rong bridge, the US bombers djving, and the bomb 
explosions. ft had been the fifth raid that day. and 
there had been several direct hits. Tran Van Tho 
looked around and took stock of tbe situation: it 
was a famil iar scene, and he decided tbey would cope 
with the repairs without calling out an additional 
team. Jt was at that moment that another bomb 
exploded nearby ... 

rn the evening the lads from his team came to see 
him. They told h.im how he had been hit by a splinter, 
bow they had managed to complete the repairs by 
nigbtfaU, and how the blacked-out trafos started 
crosslng the bridge once agajn. 

At the emplacement of one of the anti-aircraft 
batteries, which has been repulsing US air attacks 
f'or more than two years now, we learned that more 
than a hundred enemy fighter-bombers had been shot 
down in the Ham Rong area. After several unsuccess­
ful attempts to destroy the bridge, the Americans 
decided to conduct specia l target practice to achieve 
their purpose. In the Philippines they built a replica 
of the I-lam Rong bridge, a.nd a group of experienced 
airmen began prac6sing bomb and rocket attacks on 
it. We learned this from their commander, now a 
prisoner here, not far from Ham Rong, on North 
Vietnamese soil. 
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Hepeowo .ua111111111cma.11 11a­
po603o6 11p11xoo1111oc1> 6p 1111> 
a pywu opyJtCuc 

Locomotive drivers often had 
to act as soldiers. 

Ha iJopozax BOliHbl .. . 

Roads in war-rime. 



Bee 11oow111e110 00110.uy - 1106eoe I 

Everything for victory. 





B nc6c - « MHru » ! 

bJ11130CTb K a3pO.D,pOMY 'IYDCT.ByeTC.ll no 3anb1JICH­
ll blM KOJIOlrnaM 6ell30B030B, no npOHOCR"llOlMC.ll Ha,ll 
ronoaoH caMoneraM, uo Mbl He racHM ci>ap. Haw 
wocl>ep Tc, KOTopoMy He pa3 np1cxo.n1rnocb 6bmaTb 
no.n 6oM6C)KKOH, xopowo yc.soJIB rrpaauno - nplt 
Bl{.D,e peaxnre1mro caMOJieTa HY)KHO MOMCHTaJibRO 
raCIITb qlapbl It CKpb!BUTbCst no.nanhwe OT ,llOponf. Ho 
ceii'lac Te YJTb16aeTCll: « Haurn ... » 3a o.D.lllIM 113 
nonopOTOB noKa3blBUCTC.R ropo,llOK BOClillblX JICT'illlCOB. 
3a1 CMllCIOlbltt noceJIOK 3ammaeT XOJIO)lHblii CBeT ny1u,r. 
B He60JlbWOM Kny6e 1meT O)KCCTO'ICHHa11 cxBaTKa .e 
H3CTOJibltblii Te111111c. llf3 KOMHaT o6w.e)KJmlll Jl.OHO­
C.RTCSl B3pbtBbl cMexa, aepe6opbl n rrapbl, nairii 
paJroeop. HcCKOJlbKO JICT'lllKOB Ha yKpblTOM 3cJfe­
HblMll OCTK3Ml1 raJllKC co6l1parOTC.R Ha 3'.lpo.npoM. y 
H1rx. 6oeooi1 BblJleT. 

Mb1 HaxO,!lllMCst a aeuanonKy, cj:JopM11poaaH11cM 
KOToporo Ha•ranacb, no cywecTey, ilcToprrn .soeHHO­
B03.llYWHbtX. c1rn pecny6mtKH. He6oJTbworo pocTa 
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MIGs in the Air 

The petrol carriers we passed on the dusty road. and 
the planes sweeping overhead. were unmistakable 
signs that we had almost reached the airfield, but 
our d river did not dim his lights. The driver, Te, 
had been under air attack many times and knew the 
rule: when you see a jet, put out your Lights instantly 
and seek cover as far away from the road as possible. 
But this time Te merely smiled and said: " Those 
are ours ... " Beyond a bend in the road, the airmen's 
settlement came into view. The blacked-out settle­
ment was bathed in cold moonlight. But in the small 
clubhouse we found a pitched battle in table tennis 
under way. From the rooms of the hostel came bursts 
of laughter, tile sound of someone strumming a 
guitar, and snatches of quiet conversations. Several 
airmen were climbing into a car camouflaged witll 
branches. They were scheduled for combat missions 
and were going to the airfield. 

This was actually the pioneer air regiment that had 
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KpCrlblW B 3CJ1Cl{QH ~JOpMe c cmmMll aeTJ11U.(aMl1 
nplfrJTawaeT HaC B KpaClibCU yroJlOK. fio TOMy, KaK 
cro BCTpe<1a1<>T, 'IYBCTDyeTCJl, LfTO Ha11aJibIDfK nomrr­
yn1n1eneHl1S{ an11anomrn Hrye1< 4 yK nonbJyeTcst 
yaa)f(eHueM. Ha aorrpocbt oTacYaeT 3<tMecTHTenb 
KOMltccapa 3CKa.up1mbu KOMMyl:l rrcT TlO 3l01l Klrnb. 
npoc11M npoKOMMewnrposaTb nocne)lHee coo6meHHe 
KoppecnOHLleHTOB 113 Cai1rotta. Omf, ccbmasicb Ha 
aMeplCKUHCKOC KOMaHAOBaH1te, yTBep>K,UaJ<>T, 4TO )].PB 
pacnoJTaracT KeCKOJ1bK~rMJf aoeJ:lHhLMll a3po.npoMaMJr, 
r.ne 6a:mpyeTCSI OKOJlO 80 peaKTimJiblX caMOJJeTOB, B 
TOM 'flfCJlC M ltf f11-2 I, nepe.namlhle B nopAAKe BOel{}{OH 
n0Mom11 CoaeTCKILM Co10JoM. Tio 3iou K1utb o '!CM-TO 
an0Jtro11oca coneryeTcll c HrycK l{yKOM, a JareM, 
y11b16aSlCb, OTBe'laeT: « Ccfi'fac l(J:{eT aoITTla. H Bbl 
nom£Maere, 'ITO noKa Mbl He MO)f(eM CKaJaTb Bcero. 
6y.nere n11caTb, cKa)f(ITTe TaK: BOeHHOB03.lIYIIIHble 
CllJTbl )].PB pacno11aralOT rrpeKpacRhtMn coapeMeH­
llhlMl! 6oeBblMll Maw1ntaMlt. Y Rae MHoro aaHanon­
KOB II, pll3YMCeTCSI, He O.QJIH BOeHHbClI a3pOJJ.pOM. 
Mo)f(eTC .no6aaHTb, '!TO B C03.namrn BOeHHO-B03-

served as the core of the Republic 's Air Force. A 
sturdy lad i11 green uniform with blue lapels invited us 
into the meeting room. The general attitude to Nguyen 
True, the regiment's chjef political officer, was one 
of respect. Our questions were answered by Chu 
Duy Kinh, a Communist who is deputy commissar 
of a squadron. We asked him to comment the latest 
report of correspondents in Saigon. Quoting the 
United States Command, they bad reported that the 
Democratic Republic of Vietnam now had several 
military airfields, with about 80 jet planes, including 
MIG-21 fighters supplied by the Soviet Union as part 
of its miJitary assistance to the Republic. After briefly 
conferring with Nguyen True in an undertone, Chu 
Duy Kinh said with a smile: "With a war going on, 
you will appreciate the fact that we cannot as yet 
tell you everything. Put it this way in your dispatches: 
the Repub(jc's Air Force has fine modern aircraft . 
We have many air regiments and, naturally, more than 
one military airfield. You may add that the USSR and 
other socialist countries have given us effective help 
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Kan11ma11 </la,11 H zol\ Jiau, c61111111111i B t1011)y111110M 6oio OBa a.11e­
p11~·a11cR11x CQ,MOlll!ITIQ 

Captain Pltam Ngoc Lo11 

llYWRblX CllJT '3<!>$eKTllllHYIO nOMOUlb 0Ka3aJU( n aM 

CCCP K .npyme cou11a1mcTa'lecKne crpattbL M 1toroMy 
Y'IUMCSl 11a OOb!Te repo•{'leCKO.l llCTOplUf COBeTCKOH 
a.BlfaUlfll K 6paTC1CIOt CTpa11. 3a fOJJ.bI BOH:Hbl RaKomrmr 
If CBOH 6oenoH OOblT. Ha HarneM cqery MHOro c6UTblX 
llMep1nanlCKICX caMOJleTOB, BO BCKKOM c.rryqae, 6oJibwe, 
•1eM y aMepnKalluea B B03JzyWJTbtx 6oIDt c RaMH >>. 

YIKe c a:srycTa 1964 ro.na BOel!llO-B03AYillllhie CKJT:bl 
pecny6mrKH noCTomrno HllXOASITCSI B 6oe:aoli fOTOB-
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i:n building up o ur Air Force. We are learning a 
great deal from the heroic history of the air forces 
of the Soviet Union and other fraternaJ countries. 
During the war years we have also acquired combat 
experience ourselves. We have brought down many 
US aircraft. The number of US planes we have shot 
down is certainly greater than the number of our 
planes shot down by them in air battles. " 

Since August 1964 the Republk 's Air Force has 
constantly been in combat readiness. But April 3, 
1965, the day of the first air battle, is traditionally 
considered the birthday of the Republic's Air Force. 
We hea rd about this battle from another Communist. 
squadron commander Captain Pham Ngoc Lam, the 
first Vietnamese airman to shoot down an US 
plane. Pham Ngoc Lam comes from South Vietnam, 
and his peasa nt mother, relatives ::ind friends are all 
there. It is hard to say what has been their fate <)it.er 
so much bombing by US aircraft. 

It was a fine morning that memorable day, April 3. 
There was not a Cll)Ud in the sky. Ready for his 
next mission, Lam was discussing the latest news with 
the mechanics. Their ccnversation was suddenly cut 
short by the ulurm signal. His plane taxied smoothly 
to the runway. In the air it was joined by three others, 
and Captain Pham Ngoc Lam's four aircraft were 
ordered to attack a group of US planes over Thanh 
Hoa Province. Lam sighted the enemy planes several 
kilometres away. He now mustered all his will-power 
to remain calm. He bad to be calm. A minute later a 
strea k of flame from bjs plane fo und its target. The 
US plane dipped sharply, leaving a train of black 
smoke behind it, Only a rew minutes bad passed, but 
they had seemed eternal. On the ground hjs friends 
were waiting for him. fn terse military fashion Captain 
Lam made his report: "Comrade Unit Commander! 
Mission accomplished. " A bunch of flowers was 
presented to him. The co mmander congratulated 
him on his first victory and said : " All of you fought 
like tigers. " The men smiled at this. After au , could 
tigers fly ? ... 

The next day there was another engagement in the 
air. This time Major Tran Hanl1 shot down the first 
supersonic F- 105 over the Republic. 

Tran Hanh has broader shoulders than many of 
his cou ntry-men and pleasant features. His manner 
of speaking is unhurried, for that is how they speak 
in the little village of Bat, from which he comes. 
Before liberation his father worked there on a land­
lord's estate, and bis mother added to the meagre 
famjly income by selling farm produce on the market. 
He remembers her trudging to the market with two 
heavily laden baskets suspended from a yoke. He too 
had learned to do heavy farm work as a child . Then 
came the first Resistance, and he saw action for the 
first time. Flying had attracted him when the Republic 
did not yet have a single plane. His friends used to 
laugh al him and say: '' No. pal, they 'll never take 
a featherweight like you. weighing only 40 kilograms, 
into the Air Force. They waot stronger lads. " But 
he proved stubborn." Well. what's your weight now?·· 
we asked Tran Hanh . " Fifty-six kilograms," he 



Boe1111bte 11e1111/11K11 J{P B B oc>110A1 u1 11em11~1x y 11w111111 CoBem­

CKOlO C0/030 

DR V pilots at a Soviet ftJring school. 

Hocnt .N2 I. 0.uKaKo .ulfeM po)l(,D.eHFU! Boemmfi runrarnm 
ll,PB no -rpa.uuumr c•urraeTca nepBbrH B03A)'IIIlllin1 6oif 
3 anpena 1956 ro.n.a. 0 HeM paccKa3hIDaeT KOMM)'TI1tCT 
KOMa1mnp 3KCKa.upunhH xamrraR <l>aM HroK Jlatt, 
nepnbu1 DberuaMcKilll JTeT'lJ-O<, c61mumii aMep11Katt­
c1<101 caMOJTeT. Po.uoM oH u3 JO)l{Horo BbenraMa. 
TaM ocTam1c1:. MaTb-KpecTbsntKa, po.ucLBemuom, 
.llPY3bJt. Tpy.uHo c1<a:JaTb, 'ITO c KIU\iH cewttac nocne 
CTOJlhKJtx. 6oM6ap.AHpoaoK aMepmarncxoii aBJcau1rn:. 

n aMnn<Oe 3 anpeJU{. C yrpa CTO.llJia XOpOIDaJt 
noro.aa. Ha ae6e mr o6rra'IXa. Y)!(e roTO:Bblli K 
0•1epe~0My Dbmery JlaR o6cy)f(.a:aJT noCJ1e.u.1me 
UOBOCTlf c TeXlC}[K3MIC. Pa3rOBOp HeOJKJ(Aal{HO 6btJl 
npep:naa cKruaJioM 6ooBoli rpeBonc. Mru.u1CHa nnanHo 
:Bb1pymmaeT Ha B3Jtemyio nno~a.uxy. B He6e x aeit 
npl!CTpa1ma1-0TCJt e~e Tpli. YJKe B :eo3.uyxe tteTBepKa 
KanitTaHa <l>aM HroK Jlmrn noJty'flma npHKa3 aTaxo­
BaTb rpynny aMepttKaHCKlCX caMOJieTOB Ha)l apOBliH­
uneli TxaKb Xoa. Ha paccromum uec1<0JlbKKX 
KJuroMeTpoB JlaH }'Blt.D.eJJ nponmK1IKa. A Tenepb 
cnoKOMCTBHe! YcHJrueM BOmi neT'iUK c.uep>KHBaeT 
nom1e11ne. E~e MJOiyTa - K orn:eHl!bn:i CMCp'f TOttl<O 
6beT B UCJJ.b. AMepmcaHcKJri:i caMoJlCT pe3KO n.uer Ha 

CHU)!(eHJ1e, OCTasmu' Ja co6ow •1epli&u1 runelicj> AbrMa. 
npOWJIO BCCrO HeCKOJTuKO MlOLYT, a KruKeTCS! -
ue;ran Be'IHOCTb. H a JeMJie iK.llYT .llPY3bSl. no-BOeH­
HOMY •1eTICo Kamrrau JTaH .noKna.AbtsaeT: « To:napmu 
KOMaH.nllp <tacTH! 6ocBoc 3a.naHlte Bbmomreno ». EM)' 
npy<ta!OT arcb1e 6yKeTu1. KoMmmYJOUIHii no3,qpanmieT 
c nepBoii no6eJtoii. On roBop1rr: « Jlerttmm .npa.nHcb, 
CJIOBHO TI!Jpbt ». A Te yJibI6a1orcsr. « Pa3BC rnrpbt 
}'Mel-OT JteTaTb ? » 

Ha cne.nyJ-Oll.lllli neHb - cHoaa 6ou. V1 renepb y>Ke 
Maiiop lime XaHb c6JmaeT nepsbtil uaJ:t ll,PB csepx­
cKopocTHolt peaKT1mT£b1i1 « <1>-105 ». 

q aH Xallb ''YTb now1cpe D mrettax. Oncpb1Toe mruo. 
r osOpllT He TOponJtCb, KaK JI ero O,!J)fOCCJThttaue lt3 
MaJteabKOtt )J.epenyw:im 6 aT. Oreu 6arpa'UU1 y noMe­
uuu<a, MaTb np11pa6aTb1:aana ToproBJtcw. OH. TUK 11 
3anOMHHJl ee Ha BCl-0 )f(Jl3Hb, l{JJ.yw.clt l{a pblHOK c 
,D..BYMJt Tll.)!(CJlblMH KOp3KHKaM}{, pacxa'tflBUIOmtfMJ.lCll. 
Ha KOpOMblCJTe. C pal-Otero )J.eTCTBa np1tID11ocb Y31:laTb 
TSL>KCJTbltt KpCCTbltHCKUif TPYJl· IloroM nepnoe Conpo­
nrnne1me. Y•racTBOBaJT :a 6oax. He6o BJieKJio ero K 
ce6e ewe :a Te noe1wJ>1e ro)lbI, KOrJ:ta y pecny6.11mm ue 
6b1.110 ICK o.nuoro caMoneTa. Ll,py3bsr no.nwy•nmanlf: 
« Ky.na Te6e, APY"OOJJ.e, B mmaUKJ-O c TBOKM!t copo1rn 
KJIJJOrpaMM3Mll seca. TaM H)')l(H&T pe6JtTa nmcpCIT'!e. >i 
Ho napcKb oKa3ancJt ynopHblM. « Hy, a Tenepb xaKoB 
:nee? )) - cnpawKBaCM l faH Xansi. (( n.llTbllCCJIT 
wecTb ». Tpy11Ho .naBanacb tta nepBbIX nopax nernaJt 
Hayxa. Be)lh 3a nne'taMJr 6b1JIO JJHlllb 4 KJTacca Hatta.JIL­
HOA Wl\O.llbl. E rne TIDKenee 6&mo B rro11erax. C 
nenpimbl'110f KpY)l(J1J1acb ro11ooa. KpYT. .u.na, nirrh. 
ACClITb ... H o OH HC OTCTymrn. 

c naMJITilOfO 3 arrpeml 1965 ro.ua y<taCTByeT B 
B03.D.YWlibtX 60J1x a nefrreHaHT H ryeH HJIT Xaif. 
n epBbltt 3MCpJ1J(aJtCKJUf «<l>aUTOM», YID{l{TO>KeHl:lblll B 
B03.D.YWHOM 6mo l:ID.D. )].PB, 6bJJI unepBbtM caMoncToM, 
c6WrbtM MOJTO.LJ.blM J(CT'UCKOM. 11 9 



Y)l(e pnccTllB:utCb c uaMJ1, HryeH 4yK CKaJan: 
« K0He1.JHO, cospcMetuurn 6oeBaJ1 MallJ10ta, BbrcoTa, 
CKOpOCTb B B03.£1YWlfOM 60.IO - 3TO Bll>l<HO, flO 
rmunioe - Jtt-0A11. 01m pewaJOT Hcxo.11 6ost. 0 
JteT'ilfKax. u nuw11Te no6011bwe ». 

flolCJ{.C{aeM H-cKJu1 aB1ianoJIK HO'lh!O. Ha B3nernoii 
noJtoce lnt,ll.Hbl CIUtY3Tbl 6oCBblX M811Jll}{, rDTOBbO< no 
nepBOMY cnntaJl)' 00)].l{SITbCR B B03.LzyX. 

PaKeTbl - e B03JU'Xe ! 

Bawe lfMJl? 

A)KOH CJC.atteil MaK-KeiiH. 
- Aom+rnocrb? 
- Maiiop eoeHHO·MopcK1cx c1m CUIA. 

0Jl.eTbri1 s po6y DoeHH.onneHHoro aMepnxancx11i1 
illUTOT OTBe•raeT Ha BOnpOCbl. Blf)'K JC Chm aMeplfKaHC­
KlCX: a.aMupaJIOB. OH 6brn cfon ua.n Xa1roeM BO BpeMl! 
O,ll.HOfO H3 caMLJX OlKeCTO'!eJTirblX 6oen - 26 OKTJ16p11 
1967 ro;:ta. Cnoif 23 BblJleT ua )lPB ou 3aBepwun s 
.eo.11ax xawoi'icxoro oJcpa Ccpc6pM'CTOro xaMhtwa, 
Ky.n.a npbrruyJT c 11apaw10ToM 10 oxaa•1emwro 
nJHlMeHCM caMOJ1c-ra. Bo apcMn ua;1eTa ero 6oeaal! 
rpynna n0Tepstm1 3 M~rn111Hbl. 

« Bawe Mi1e1111e o nponmoaoJJJ.YlilllOil o6opmto 
Xa11ost? >> « 4·ro KacaeTcJt paKCT « 3eMJut-BOJJlyx »,To 
Sl A}'Mlll-0, - CKll33Jl M:li10p, - OHi{ 6blOT llOBOJlbHO 
TO'IH:O no uenH II lillM 'HICTO H:eBOJMO)!{}{O yttn{ 113-non. 
•fX y11apon. $1 6b1J1 y)f(e y uem1. KOrAa l:feoJtUf)l.aRHo 
,YB•Ulen R,llywue ltascrpe•1y Mlle pa1<eThJ. IloroM y.nap 
norpl!camweil cunbJ . .. Tenepb nneH ... » 

CoTHll ner1111Koe, Jaxea11eH1tblX. Ha ceaepoebeT­
•iaMcKori JeMJlC, Bb(l{Y)f(ll,eHbl np113RaTb, 'iTO TaKoil 
MOlUHOH npOTIIBOB03.llYWUOU o6opOUhl liM ewe lie 
JJ.OBOJUtnOCb BHll,eTb. 0.0.110 epeW! MllllllCTp o6opOllbl 
CUIA nbtTaitCl! .noxa'laTb, lfTO npm11eueuue paKCT 
(( JeM.nSJ-803.LlYX )) npOTllB aMeptrKaHCKOJi aa11a1.vrn e 
CeeepHoM BbCTHaMe ~LC onpaeJlanocb 11 ux. oroub 
llK06bl nottTII HC CKU3bl83CTCR Hll .neiicTBHRX BOettl{O­
B03AYWFlblX Cl'(Jl. 

O.a11al\O DCKOpe neuTarouy npltWJIOCb OTKaJaTbCJI 
OT 3TOH nepcmt. Y)!(e OCCHblO 1967 rDAa npc,llCTUOH­
TCJO( Buw11Hrro1ta nocnc yTo•rnemrn pa3eeA.QaHHhIX 
J<utn11m1, •tTo nuwb 3a npowe,u1"He ~aa ro,11.a •urCJto 
paKCTHblX: AHBfl3110HOB B .LlPB yaenwtllJIOCb no 
KpaiiHeH Mepe B'leTeepo H 'ITO 11MemLO paKeTaMJI 
c61no 60Jl.bWIUiCTDO aMeplLKaHCKllX caMOJJeTOB. 

B O,lllfll 113 TpCBO)KfllilX. .lJ.llCH ,Kor.na CTOJllCUa )],PB 
no,1:1eeprnacb no•rnt e)f(e,ntteBHbtM B03.ll.YU11Ib!M nane­
TaM, Mbl lianpaBlCJlllCb 11a 6oenb1e H03HUlfR O..QROTO 113 

pa KCTl{hlX ll;JffiH31fOHOB. 
fl ponepKa A01\YMCll1 OB 0 KOHTpOJlbHO-rrponyCKf{OM 

nym<Tc, pll3MCCTllBWCMCll B 06bl 'IH0tt 6a.M6yKOBOH 
xm+cuHe, 33Kl!na c•nnattHbre ceKYRll.bl. PaxeTHbLe 
noJ1tu1111 Mbl YBIUleJm, m1wb Korn.a raJnK, cnoe1to 
e1<onatrnbtil, 3aMep na He6onbwofi nopocrnefi ryCTott 
Tpaeoii nJtOlUaJ].Ke. rpyJl:lbJe Tena paKeT, fOTOBblC K 

nycKy, nanOMl!llaJllt <panTacTJl'tecKHX JlltH03allpo.e. 
6oenb1e paci1eTb1 AC)Kypnn11 ua cno1ut noCTax. To 11 

,AeJIO TµC3BOlllUI WTafaLOii TCJlCC~OH . n o.[IBlllKHblll 
011>111.(Cp B 1popMe unen\ xa1rn 0Ka3aJlCR yttaCTHllKOM 
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replied. Learning lo fly was not easy at first. After 
nil. he had had only four years ' schooling. Actual 
flying was even more difficult. At tirst he suffered 
from vertigo. He would make one circle, two, five, ten ... 
And his persistence paid off. 

Lieutenant Nguyen Nhat Hai had also been taking 
part in air battles since that memorable day, April 3, 
1965. The first plane shot down by this young airman 
was also the first US Phantom destroyed in an air 
battle over the Republic. 

Nguyen Truc's parting words to us were: "Of 
course. modern planes. altitude. and speed are impor(' 
tant in aeria l combat, but the most important element 
of all are the people. The outcome of a battle depends 
upon lhem. So write more nbout them." 

We left the regiment at n.ight. On the runway we 
could see the contours of planes, ready to take off 
at the first signal. 

Missiles in the Air 

"Your name?" 
•• John Sydney McCain. " 
"Rank?" 
" Major, United States Navy. " 
The questions were addressed to an American 

pilot dressed in a. war prisoner's robe. He was shot 
down over Hanoi in one of the fiercest air battles in 
the war on October 26, 1967. It was his 23rd mission 
over the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, and it 
ended in a lake in Hanoi known as Silvery Rushes, 
where he came down after bailing out from his burning 
plane. In that raid his group lost three planes. 

" What is your opinion of Hanoi 's air defences? " 
•• As for the ground-to-air missiles, " said the Major, 

a son and grandson of US admirals, " I think they 
are quite accurate, and we often cannot evade them. 
r had almost reached my target when I suddenly saw 
the missiles heading towards me. Then there was a 
terrific blast ... And now I'm a prisoner ... " 

Hundreds of airmen captured o n North Vietnamese 
soil have admitted that they have never seen such 
strong air defences before. At one time the US 
Defence Secretary asserted that the ground-to-air 
missiles used in North Vietnam against US aircraft 
were ineffective and had scarcely had any impact on 
the Air Force operations. 

Soon, however, the Pe.1tagon had to shift its ground. 
In the autumn of 1967, Washington spokesmen 
announced that in the two previous years alone the 
number of missile divisions in the Democratic Repu­
blic of Vietnam had increased at least fourfold and 
that it was missiles that had brought down most of the 
US planes lost over North Vietnam. 

One day during that grim period when Hanoi was 
being subjected t.o almost daily raids, we visited the 
firing positions. 

The document check at the checkpoint, housed in. 
a bamboo hut. took only seconds. We noticed the 
firing positions when our car came to a sudden halt 



\lllOrJIX 60CR. B OCRUTb npllWJlOCb DO Mf-LOfHX npo­
l) llllUIHLX, npCIK.O.C 'ICM noL1.pa3.n.eJleID1e nOJlY'lllJlO 
1ana1111e oi-pa1Kt1Tb HaJieTb1 aMepmca11cKoii aJJ1iau.1111 
11a 110.0.cTynax K CTOJJl!lle. Moe aepBoc: '.ll!aKOMCTDO c 
6oilu.aM11 H ocjmu.epaM1t ao.n;pa3.ne11e1111J1 cocTo.st11ocb 
Ja.o.onro ll.O 3Toro, s naqaJte aoii1lb1 a 1KapK11e 11en111e 
D,Hll 1965 ro)la. Tor.na ancpab1C acrymurn n 6oil 
TOllbKO 'ITO c<j>opM11ponaHHbtC nonpa311enemrn paKeT­
HblX BOiiCK .D.PB. VI BOT ccro)l}U{ Ha C'leTy TOJlbKO 
0.0.llOfO :>Toro ,IUIBll3110Ha .necUKH c6ITTblX aMep11-
Kat1CKllX caMOJlCTOB. Oco6e1Ulo 3an0Mmrnocb eccM 
26 OKTll6p11 1967 ro.aa. BoJ.eyillHhte TpeBonr c11e­
,aona1111 o.n.tta 3a .apYToit HecKOJTbKO MaccHposatt­
HblX HaneToB. B HO'iHOH TeMllOTe c cencpoJana)lHOro 
Hanpanne111rn. K ropoA)' yci-peMnneTcn 6011bwall 
rpyn11a 60M6ap.n11poe1.1.1i1Koe-nCTpe611Tenew ... 

4cpc3 •iac, Kor.na naru JaITbrnen11h1il raJlfK y1Kc 
M'IUJICH no accl>aJ[bTY rnaB1rnro xauoikKoro npocnCKTH, 
rycTOH 6ac CHpCllhl B03BCCTlfJ1 06 0•1epC.O.HOM 803-

nexl lo a patcb of level ground covered with thick 
grass. The sturdy bodies of the missiles, ready for 
launching, resembled some fantastic animals. ~he 
missile crews were at their posts. Every now and then 
a telephone would ring. The nimble officer dressed 
in khaki took part in many of the battles. The unit 
had seen action in many provinces before it was 
entrusted with the task of repulsing US air attacks 
at the approaches to the capital. T bad first met the 
soldiers and officers of Lhis unit much earlier, in the 
hot summer days of J 965, when the war had just 
started and the newly-formed missile units of the 
Republic had received their baptism of fire. Now this 
one division alone had dozens of downed US planes 
to its credit. October 26, 1967, had been a particularly 
memorable day. The air raid signals had followed one 
another in rapid succession. There had been several 
massive raids. When darkness fell, a large group of 

8be11111a.11c1we 601/1/bt om1u1~T10 ou11a<>e11a noBblM opyJ1C11eAt 

Vie111am11se fighters are skilled i11 rile 11se of modem weapo11J·. 





Pai;e11m1>11i pac'lem 

A mlsslle crew ready for action. 



Heperko a OlllKpblll/OM oi;eaue /( ua nooxo/)e "Xaiirfiony 
a.11ep11i;a11c1.:11e Kopa61111 11 uoeobte ca.A101te111bl BMC Cll/A 
yc111pa1111a1111 11po601>or11111 npo11111a cooe111c1wx cyootJ. 311111 
i;aopbl 6blnu c1111m1>1 c 111e1111oxoooo « Pa:JiJ011b11oe » /1 

« Cuuezopci; » 

Very often US war planes and ships harass Soviet ships 
heading for Haiphong. Photos taken from the Soi•iet ships 
"Razdolnoye " and " Si11egorsk" . 



.a,yw1mM ll!lJleTe. TeMHoe He6o D c•11naHHbie ceKyHJlbl 
pac•1cpnum nonocbI TPaccnpymtl.(lr:x cRapit,n.on 11 
paxeT. 3alJ.lllTHHJW CTO.llliUhl OTpa)l(anlf 0•1epe,1JJC)'I-O 
aTaxy a1V1ep11KaH.cKoif a.1mau,1ru. YTpoM CJTe,ny1-0wero 
.n1u no TeJTe<jJol<y ocj>uuep Wrn6a DBO CTOJtKUbl co-
06UL1UI, •no B HO•H{OM 6010 )l11Blt3UOH c611n ewe o.11.1n1 
pean1m1Lh1H caMoneT. AMepaK3JiCK1te m{JJOTbt Bbt6-
poc11TbCH ua napa.w10ra.x. ae ycnemt. 

U.eno10 3\U3BB 

Mopc1me BopoTa pecny6Jl.lllQ1 - Xa.iicjloH aMepu­
KaHcKasr aBnau1o:c COTl{Jt pa.3 oo,D.Beprana 6oM6ap.mr­
poBKaM. l1 K3.)l(,Llblii pa.3, Oll.LeTIITilffiWICCb DCCMll 
CTBonaMH 3Cl:OlTllhLX. 6aTapeii H OT6lf.B3$lCb pa.KCT3Ml1, 
ropo,n. cTOlUl. Bc10 soJiuy 6ecnepe6oihio ,n.eiicTBonarca 
MopcKaK « )l.opora lKIC3HJl », H,rcylJ.laH JCJ cou.1ra­
JDLCTll'tCCK11x. CTpaIC B rnaDiihfK rropT cpa.)l(a1oweiicit 
pecny6muar - Xaiitj)Oll.. 

Ho 11a 3TOT pa.3 5 aBrycm 1968 ro,n.a 6e.o.a npllwJia 
on-yp,a, OTKy.ua ee MeHbwe acero o:>tnt.aamt. B nepBbte 
MllliYThl Mltome ,na)l(e He ycnem1 ocoJH3Tb BCIO 
cepbe3KOCTb H3,UBlffalOLUeikH onaCHOCTif. 

B TOT .netth s 21.30 aaxTellllhrn MaTpoc Mopo•1xon­
c1orii ua coneTCKOM TennoxoAe « ArreKcaJIJlP rpmr » 
JaMeTllJI qepe3 OTKpbITblii JflOK Tpl-OMa on{CIUi.Oe 
nRTHO Ha aoaepx:nocn1 rp)'3a. l1epe3 MltHyry 6b1Jla 
o61>1mneHa Tpenora. 6e.ua Be TipJ{XOAlfT onHa. He3a­
.nonro no 3Toro y xamrraaa remtoxoAa cnyq11ncsi 
TJOKeJiblH cepAC'!Hbtii npucryn. KoMaHllonatt:ue a.na­
pm1RhtMJl pa6oTaMli B3KnUa ce6KCTaplllKil TIOMOll.OillK 
KannTaua KoCTpOM11H. q epel ABC MIUJYThl IDi Mecre 
pa.3pacTa1owerocst oqarn 6b1JI0 rurrepo coaeTcxux: 
MaTJ>OCOB. 3)leCb )l(e ocTaDa..rcocb HCCKO.IIbKO DbCTUaM­
CK){X .llOKepoa. 0.llHaKo ruiaM.lf JaracuTb He yAaaaJIOCb. 
KocrpoMHll OT)laeT npUKa.J: aceM no1mHYTb TplOM. 
K 3TOMY npeMeHH ao)l(ap ya1U1.emr Mop.lfKH Jlpyntx. 
CTOff:UOLX y np1f'!aJl8 COBeTCKHX cy.n.oa H BbCTHaMCKJCe 
nopTOBHlCH. 

fighter-bombers tried to reach tile city from the north­
west. 

An hour later, when our dusty car was already 
scurrying along the asphalt of Hanoi's main avenue, 
the sirens wailed. Within seconds the tracks of tracer 
shells and missiles had criss-crossed the dark sky. 
The defenders of the capital were repulsing yet another 
US attack. Next morning an officer at the city's 
air defence headquarters reported over lhe phone 
that during the nigbt the Division had shot down 
another jet plane. The US pilots had not been able to 
bail out. 

At the Cost of Their Lives 

Haiphong, the Republic's gateway to the sea, has 
been bombed by the Americans hundreds of times. 
And each time the city stood its ground, defended 
by anti-aircraft batteries and missiles. The " Road of 
Life " leading from the socialist countries to Haiphong 
has functioned without interruption all through the 
war. 

But this time, on August 5, 1968, misfortune struck 
where it was least expected. In fact, during the first 
few minutes many people did not realize how grave 
the danger was. 

At 9.30 that evening, Morochkovsky, the watchman 
on board the Soviet motor ship Alexa11der Grin, 
glancing through an open hatch into the hold, noticed 
tongues of flame licking the cargo. An alarm was 
sounded at once. But troubles do not come singly. 
Shortly before this the captain of the ship had had a 
severe heart attack. The first mate, Kostromin, as­
sumed command of the fire-fighting operations. 
Within two minutes there were five sailors and several 
Vietnamese dockers fighting the flames in the hold. 
But the fire continued to spread, and Kostromin had 
to order everyone to leave the hold. By this time the 
fire had been noticed by seamen aboard the other 
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B 21.45 .e aBap11i1Hh1e pa6oTbl BKmo•oUI1fCb 310-r­
na)ICH « 6epe30Dtat », « 4anaeBa », a 3aTeM coneT­
cKoro cnacaTCJtbHoro cy.uua « Apryc »JI BbenulMCK.JJe 
no)l(ap1lb1e KOMall.D.bl. Kp1m1"lecKast o6cTaHOBKa Tpc-
6oBana np111UlTlUl CpO'IHblX peWeHl{tt. n o/l\ap Ha 
((A. rpHJte)) yrpO)l(aJl KaTaCTpO<jm'ICCKJfMJI aoCJTeA­
CTDlOlMll . OH MOf craTb Dpll'110{QU MOlll,HOfO B3pbma, 
B pe3ynbTaTe lCOToporo BJJieTen. fihl fill B03.1lyx BCCb 
nopT n ccpbe3HO nocTpa.naJT ropo.n. B TpioMax 1ea­
noxo.na 6btna cemnpa. 3a nocJte)lmce oOJIBeKa 6btno 
3aqnoccHpOBa110 mm1b HeCKOJtbKO CJJy'faeB B03ropaHllSI 
(( 6c3061umbtX » y.no6pemlfl, RO BCC OIUI KOK'laJIKCb 
KaTacrpocjlaMJC. B HeMCUKOM ropoAC OOI1ay B 1921 
ro.ny :n pe3yJtbTaTe oo.no6uoro « caMoBo3ropaHtUl » 
npOJnowen, KaK YTBCp)l(JlalOT cneunam1cTh1, caMbtii 
MOLUHhlii ,AO 00.ltDJICHUll aTOMROH 6oM6hL B3pbIB. 

... 0Kono 'feTbtpex 'tacon wna l-tanpIDKeHRcut 61tTBa, 
np1t}ULMaBLLU:Ul 11epe,llKO JlpaMaTll'lCCKJ£i1 xapaKTCp. 
Ho mo.lll1 ne c•1111 anncb c onacHOCTbl-0. OT Hcxo,a,a 
HX 6opb6bl '.laBl!CCJla oy,11b6a COTeH Tbtcn~t mo.aeii. K 
nonytto•m cpa)l(et-01e 6i..1no Bb11u-pa1io. 

Ho eLUe Tplf .ivur H ·1 prr 110•111 npo.noJDKanacb 6opb6a 
3a Tex, KTO, p11cKyn >KH'3KblO, cnac ropo,cr. CoTRll 
Jll-0.!l.Cfi norry•11tn1-1 TS1)KeJcb1e oTpasJtcH.tUI. HecMoTpH 
Ha orpoMH1>te cn1pa1urn, nccx cnacn1 HC y.uaJioc1>. 

Ha pac~neTc 6 anrycrn B xaHtj>oucKOM rocnunne 
CK011'13J1CSI MUTpOC •o. Pa3ynaen, AHCM - noMOl.UHlfK 
Kan111 UHa ]II, n PR.llKO, CTapw1tii BO.UOJfa.3 l-0. Tepc­
xon, a K ue•1epy - 6ouMal! B. XYTopcKoii u MaTpoc 
A. rpHAl-lCB ... 

Xaii<j>o1r lUIKOrAll !Le 3a6y.neT repoen, cosepw1ru­
w1cx 6ccnpHMepHbltt nO.llBILr. 

Syr)uu cpaJK:a10111ezoc11 xati¢011cl\ozo nopma 

The busy port of flalpho11g. 

Soviel ships at tbe jetty and by Vietnamese dock 
workers. 

By 9.45 the crews of the Beryozovka, tbe Chapayev, 
and the Soviet salvage ship Argus had joined in tbe 
battle, and Vietnamese fire-fighters had arrived on 
the scene. The situation was critical and required 
prompt decisions. The fire aboard the Alexander Gri11 
could have disastrous consequences. If the saltpetre 
in its holds exploded , this would wreck the whole 
port and cause serious damage to the city, Tn the past 
fifty years there have been only a few recorded cases 
of spontaneous ignition of" innocent" fertilizers, and 
all of them were calamitous. One such case which 
occurred in the German city ofOppau in 1921 produced 
what specialists consider to have been the most 
powerful blast before the development of the atom 
bomb. 

. .. The batUe with the flames lasted for about 
four hours. The men thought nothing of the danger 
to themselves. They knew that the fate of hundreds 
of thousands of people depended upon the outc-0rne 
of tbal battle. By midnight they won. 

But another battle lasted for three more days and 
nights. That was tile battle for the lives of those who, 
at the risk of their own Uves, had saved the city. Several 
hundred people had been overcome by the fumes, and 
despite great efforts, it proved impossjble to save them 
all. 

At dawn on August 6, Y. Razuvayev. a sailor, 
died at a Haiphong hospital, and later in the after­
noon, I. Pryadko, mate, and Y. Terekh-0v, senior 
diver, and, in the evening, Y. Khutorskoy, the boat­
swain, and A. Gridnev, a sailor. 

Haiphong will never forget the heroes who averted 
catastrophe. 







KpcnocTb ua Kpac1toii peKe 

N.w1. MeltJUlOCb MHOro pa.3. CaMhle pacnpo<rrpa­
ueiotbte HMena : Txattr JloHr - « 83JreT3tOll.lrfii 
.o.paKOH » n XaHoi'i - « Me)f(,uype'lbe ». 

roo II .~1ecmo po:m:ae/11/.fl . Bo3pacT TO'll{O He ycra­
HOBJieH. np116JnOlfTCJlblCO C Vl-VJI BB. 1-taweii 3pbl. 
Ha 6eperax Kpacttoii pcK1t. 

Jaw1mue. CTomn.1.a ,ll,PB. 
Cocmaa. flepe,u na'laJIOM BOHl!hl a 1964 ro.ny -

60JCee 1 Mlll!. :>tmTenei'i. B 1968 rOA) - 200-300 
Tb1cn11. OcTa.Jlbnble 3BaKy1tponaKb1 1-1.a noeHHoe npeMsi 
B ce.JlbCKHC 1-f ropltble paiioHbl. 

/th xpum11(u (jjpo11moeoit J1cu111u ~opooa 
1965 wo. OKmRfipb. Cyponbte 6y.!(1uf BOHHhl lle3a­

MeTJLO crann tteOTbCM11eMoil: •iacnmcii )l(llJHll ne•mo-
3ene1loro ropo,ua. 6rrm1mi'iwue Q>poTITOBblC paiioHhl 
OTCl-0.aa fil{Wb B HCCKOJlbKHX .a.ecSl.TKax j(l(JlOMCTp08 
l{a ccnep ~1 1-0r, 3ana,ll 11 socTOK. Hx 6mnocTh 'ly.s­
cTByer cst no ,ll)UUillblM eepeHJHJ.aM ycraJCblX aenocu· 
ne.D,HCTOD .D 33UJ.llTUOro 1.1.BeTa rllMJlaCTepxax II 

npo6KOBblX wl(eMax, no rp}'30BHKaM, BblKpaweHHbtM 
no.u u.ner ,llll\yHrJicii, JlO 6UTKOM tta6lfTbJM llLIJlb1[blM 

npnropo,D.Kb1M aBTo6ycaM " TpaMBa5lM s 3e11ertblX 
seTJ<aX - }{ODOM MUCKl[pOBO'fllOM O,IJ.elUUHI, no 
OT'ICT.1t1wo cnb1wnoli xanoHaJJ.c. ropo.n. 0Kpy)l(c11 
KOJtbU.OM 61101\a)J.bl. fl o OCKOJU{blM KOMMyttllK8WfJIM, 
CBK'lbtBalOU.UIM CTOffilU}' c .apyrl{MU paHOHaMJl, II 
6mnKaf!u.111M KpymlblM npoMblWJTet<HblM o6beKTaM 
c1rcTeMaTil'leCKl1 HaHOClITC1l y.napbt c B03,nyxa. 

l<OJtbUO nocTenel:lliO ClKHMUeTc.sr. 4aCTb MOCTOB 
paJ611Ta, uepe,nKO DbCBO.D)lTCJf J!3 CTp01l OT.O,eJtbllble 
y<l8CTl\ll .noponr. Ho apOXO)lllT 'laCbl, .11.IIH, II CROBa no 
.noporaM 1r,ayT MaWIUlbl, M'laTC5l TIOC3,Aa. Ha OKpamfbl 
ropo.na c aMepHKaHCKJlX caM011eroa c6pac1>ma10TcJ1 
IDICTOBKH. J13Hyi-p11 )!013llb CTOJllfl(bl nbtTaJOTC.fl 
B30pBRTb 3aCJialilCbJe wmto1~1 11 .n1>rnepcaHTb1. He pa3 
spalKCCKlte CaMOJ1eTbl l{aMCpeBaJlllCb n popBaTbClt J( 

caMoMy Xauo10. Ho ropo.n ocTaercsr cnoKOHHblM ll 
My)l(eCTOelOlbrM. Ha uJiowa.na:x, npocnexrax n yno­
'lKax. cTaporo ropo.n.a nrraHTcKne ruraxaTb1 H Tpaac­
napaHTbJ. «Bee KaK 01(1m Ha 6opb6y c aMeplrKaH­
CKHM» arpCCCOpaMH! » n oJIBJUIHCb ,a;eCllTKH TblCll'l 
6oM6oy6e)l(mu ~1 oKonoa. Ha 6epery oJep ropbl 
pa3sopo•1em1oi'i 3eMrnt. Pa60Tbl no coopy>Kemno 
YJCPblTHi1 Ke npeKpall.laJOTC.ll 1,uf ita 'lac. H a ym1uax 11 
OJTOUIUJJ.5lX ycTaHO.BllCHbl .UIDraMillOi, pyuopr:.I. .Bct0,zzy 
MO)l(l10 yn11.neTb cnoeo6paJ1t1>1e crelOtble raJeTbl : 11ep-
1rb1e WKOJlbllblC l!OCtOr, Ra KOTOpblX MCJIOM TIKWYTCJ[' 
3KCTpewu.1e coo6wemm o nocJte,wrax 6on, o c6l!Tb!X 
caM011erax, muj>opMau1rn o lla116onee aaxHhu<. co6b1-
TifllX .D.lUI. 

Pa6ont11K11 ropo.ncKoro KOMltTeTa Ilapnm Tpy­
.ll.KUUCXCR BheTttaMa c yrpa .n.o no3.o.Hero Be'tepa 
3aH!ITbl Ja60TUMIC, KUK yuemt'lJITb BhmycK npo.nyKL(lnr 

The Red River Fortress 

Name. Has been changed many times. Best-known 
under the name of Thang Long (" Soaring Dragon ") 
and Ranoi (" Area Between Rivers"). 

Date and place of birth. Exact date of birth oat 
known. Founded approximately in the sixth or seventh 
century, on the banks of the Red River. 

Occupation. Capital of the Democratic Republic of 
Vietnam. Before lhe outbreak of the war in 1964 had 
a population of more than one million; in l 968, 
200-300 thousand-the rest were evacuated to rural 
and mountainous areas. 

From the Chronicle of the City's Fro111/i11e Life 
1965. October. The grim realities of war have little 
by little become part and parcel of the life of this 
eterna lly green city. The nearest frontllne areas are 
only a few dozen kilometres away to the north and 
south, west and east. Their proximity is evidenced by 
the stream of weary cyclists in khaki tunics and cork 
helmets, by the lorries camouflaged in the colours of 
the jungle, by the crowded and dusty suburban buses 
and trams covered with green branches, and by the 
distinctly audible sounds of cannon fire. It is a besieged 
city, for its main lines of communication with other 
parts of the country and with major industrial enter­
prises nearby are systematically attacked from the air. 

The ring around the city is gradually being tightened_ 
Many bridges have been destroye~ and from time 
to time sections of highway are put out of action. But 
a few days, if not hours, later, the lorries and trains 
are on their way again. US aircraft drop leaflets on 
the outskirts of the city. From inside spies and sub­
versive agents try to disrupt its life. Enemy planes 
have tried many times to get through to Hanoi itself. 
But tbe city remains calm and determined. Giant 
posters and streamers on squares, avenues, and 
streets carry the words: "Unite, and fight the US 
aggressors ! " Tens of thousands of bomb shelters end 
trenches have been built. On the shores of Jakes tJ1ere 
are mountains of earth: the work of bwlding shelters 
does not cease for a single hour. There are loudspeakers 
in the streets and squares. And everywhere one can 
see wall newspapers: these are blackboards on which 
are written in chalk the latest news from the front, the 
number of aircraft downe~ and the major events of 
tbe day. 

From morning until late at night the City Committee 
of the Working People's Party of Vietnam is busy 
with problems of increasing production at the sur­
viving enterprises, maintaining food supplies in the 
cities, organizing the evacuation of civilians, factories, 
and offices, strengthening the self-defence and home 
guard units, and keeping transport facilities func­
tioning without interruption. 
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Ha y111111ax wpoda-cOAoama. B 
ca.~lbte 11a11p11J1Ce1111b1e (}1111 tJ 1967 w­
c)y 8 601/blUOAI l//l!alllpe COCmOllAOCb 
11peMbl!pa. (( n. Jleo11oa. Hawe­
cmBlll! » i!Aac11111 arft11wa y 
Bxoda B meamp 

Streets of the jiglttillg city. In rite 
tense days of 1967, a 11e111 play was 
staged at tlte /J()/sltol Theatre. 
•• L. Leonov. /11voslo11 .. - says the 
poster 011 rite theatr e b11ildi11g. 
A11orlter poster, 200 metres away, 
warus: " Bell'are ! Pellet bombs!" 





aa yn.eneBLDl<.X. npe.o.n pmrrm1.x, KaK 06ecne•11ITb npo­
..uosom.crn~ceM mo.o.eii B OCTUBW1txc.11: ropo,nax, xaK 
opraHHJoBaTb 9BaK)'aU,KJo rpa>K11aHcKoro Hacerrett11si, 
31lBO}lOB, yqpe)K)lC}{lOf, yKpemtTb Haporocyio caMO­
o6opoHy ll 0110JI<1e1uce u o6ecnettITTb 6ccnepe60Kl£y10 
pa6oTy TpaHcnopra. 

1966 wo. l110J1b , ToJJbKO <1To sepHync.11 10 pa~iona 
6oea. Baepsb1e p,o6«paTbClt np1wnocb MHJl)'T p,ecsrrb 
no w1tpoK0My aclJ>a1TbrnponaK110My wocce, He Bb1eJ­
>KaJ1. 3a ropo.n.cKylO •1epry. 6ou 1£.UYT conceM PS\.UOM. 
J-13 orpoMHoro KOTnonaHa, 3anoJIHe1rnoro BO,Zloii, 
ODOJI'fCl{JJ,bl DblY)KlffiaJ-OT OCTUHKll aMCpJfKat{CKoro 
caMoneTa, c61noro socKpecHhtM yTpoM. PactteT Tex, 
KTO nocwna.n caMOJlCT, 6b1Jl npe.D.eJibHO npocT : 
BbtiiT1£ Ha 6pe10w.eM noneTe m-no.o. y,napa paKeT, n. 
3acTaB spacnrrox JeRHTifble qacTK, nponeTeTb rca.n 
caMblM ropo,110M. AMep.H.Kal<CKOe KOMaHAOBamte 31ra­
no, 'lTO s socl<J>eCeH:be B ropo.o. np1ce3:>1<a10T .3DaKyKpo­
saFOthle :>KeHQ.ll(}{b( c .n.eTbMH. 

CaMoJieT Bpe3ancst B 3CMJD-O lia 6oJlbWOJ1 cxopocn1. 
Canepbl y)l(e rrpowmt OTMeny 9-MeTponoi1 r ny6HHbl, 
a K3BJle'!eHa TOJlbKO 'laCTb HCKOBepKalU{OfO qno3eJtll­
)1(3. « BoJMO)l(HO, - cMeeTC.R: l<amnaH Jle Mmrb, -
ltllJO{ XOTeJIH TIOCTaBlITb cnoeo6pa3Kblii peKOPA 1'{ 

npeBblCHTb 17-MeTpOBYIO rny6Huy, Ha KOTOpoil 3UCT­
pan o.n.11H K3 HX caMoneToB .» B aepsoM 601-0 yqacT· 
s0Bam1 27 nop,paJ)J,eJtc1mii nponmoso3.aywu.oil 060-
poHbl XauoK. A '1epc3 ReCKOJI.hKO D,Heii cromma 
OTpa>Ka.rra ncpBblH Maccnpoaa}l}{blii 1103,ll)'llll{bIB Ha­
JieT. 

ff1011b. Ha paccBeTe 17 KIOAA xal(o.ilcKa.ll pa.QHO­
criunum (( ro.rrnc RheTHaMI.\ » Ha'la.rla C.BOH nepeAa•ur 
c mMll.a. 3aTeM BblCTymUI npe3n,ueITT APB Xo llhr 
MIUI. « CooTettecnemntKH: ir 6oiiub1 11celi crpaHbl l 
- cxa3an oa. - Bapsapb1-1£MTiepaainicTbI ClllA 
pa3B.113aJllt arpeccJ-Oll{YJO BOlrHy, ITblr.L<lCb 3a.BOeBaTb 
Hawy crpaKy, HO OHlf Tepmn 6o.1£btmfe nopa)Kemu1. 

AMep11KattcKHe arpeccopbt l(arno coseprua10T B03-
AYWJlbie 1-{arren,1 Ha CenepHblil. BbeTttaM, 'IT06bt 
Bbl6paTbCSl ll.3 TpSlClOChl Ra iore u HaBITTaTb RaM 
« neperoBopbl » Ha c.aoHX yc11oa1CIDL Ho CenepKhm 
BbeTHaM ae noxoJJe6JJCTC» )). 

Bb1crynJJett.ue npeJ11Aerrra cnywaJia scll c-rpalfa. 
Be•repoM Toro )((e ,n;J-tll u.a ym1uax uo•raoro Xa1w» 
CT)'AeRihl yc-rpomm cj>aKeJJbliOe wecTBne. ,ll.ccl!TKK 
TblCH'I MOJlO.U:blX ruo,11,eii c opy)l(llCM n pyx.ax npotunff 
B 6oeBOM nopK.AKe no rrpocneKTaM cTomrubT. 

1967 zoo. Jl11«apb. He6o.lthwoii e<.1MoneT Me)f(AYHa­
po.znioii KOHTpO.ltbHOii KOMJ!CCllH B KpOMetutlOH TeM­
HOTe 3aBepmaeT 06bJ'OO,IH pdic llO e)ll{J:ICTBeHKOMY B 

caoeM po,n;e noCJie 1954 ro.na Mapwpyry CaifroH­
ITJloM-IleHb-XaHoii. Oti<~aeMCll Ha.IX ropO)lOM. n ac­
Ca)t<llpbl, npeHe6peraSt npaerutaMJt rrpe,AocTopo)l(HOC­
TM, npUJlhllYJlli X l{]IJDOMlCHaTOpaM. fio o6e CTOpOllbl 
TYCKJJO no6necKH.BaJOLUei1 JteJITbl KpacHOH peKJr 
MepuaJro M:Ol)e orn:eit OT'1eTJnmo Bl:l){Herrac& TOliKa» 
DOJIOCa 2-KJIJIOMe-rponoro MOCTa ]f ,llBJira!Qlll)ffiCll' no 
HeMy He60JibWOlf, CJIOBHO ryce1ma.a, )l(eJIC3BOAOPOIK• 
HbW COCTaB. 
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1966. June. l have just returned from an area where 
fighting is going on. This was lhe first time I reached 
the front after driving for only ten minutes or so 
along a broad paved highway, without leaving the 
city limits. The fighting is close at hand. l have seen 
men of the home guard hauling the remains of an 
US aircraft, shot down on Sunday morning, from 
a huge cavity filled wjtb water. The design of those 
who had sent the plane on its mission is simple enough: 
it was to evade ground-to-air missiles by descending 
to roof-top Jevel and to reach the city before the air 
defences could be alerted. The US command aJso 
knew that on Sundays many of the evacuated women 
and children return to the city. 

The plane hit the ground at a terrific speed. The 
sappers had reached a depth of more than nine metres, 
but had so far extricated only part of the crippled 
fuselage. "Perhaps the Yankees were out to set a 
record and exceed the depth of 17 metres to which one 
of their planes penetrated on crashing. " said Captain 
Le Minh wit11 a grin. Twenty-seven units of Hanoi's 
air defence system took part in the first battle. A few 
days later the capital was repulsing the first massive 
air raid. 

July. At down on July 17, the Hanoi broadcasting 
station began its programs with the national anthem. 
Following this, President Ho Chi Minh addressed 
the nation. 

" Compatriots and fighters throughout the coun­
try," he began. "The barbarous US imperialists 
have unleashed a war of aggression in an attempt 
to conquer our counl'ry, but they have been sustaining 
heavy defeats. 

0 The US aggressors have cynically launched air 
atta.cks on North Vietnam in the hope of getting 
themselves out of the quagmire in the South and of 
compelling us to ' negotiate' on their own terms. 
But North Vietnam does not fl inch. " 

The whole country listened to the President's 
address. That same evening the students of Hanoi 
held a torchlight procession. Tens of thousands of 
young people marched through the city's streets 
carrying arms. 

1967. Jam1ary. Jn a small atrcraft of the Interna­
tional Control Commission we were concluding a 
flight along the Saigon - Phom Penh - Hanoi route. 
We made tbe descent over the city in complete dark­
ness. The passengers, ignoring safety belts, leaned 
toward the windows. On either side of the faintly 
glistening ribbon of the Red River there was a blaze 
of lights. One can clearly make out the thin strip of 
the two-kilometre-long bridge, with a train, looking 
like a caterpillar, crossing it. 

At first glance, Hanoi does not seem to have changed 
much. But this is at first glance only. One does not 
have to travel out of the city to see big buildings 
and small huts burned to the ground by bombs or 
destroyed by rockets. We drove around Hanoi slowly. 
What was once the Phuc Tan workers' neighbourhood 
near the Long Bien bridge bas been reduced to rubble. 



C nepeoro D3rJUl,Ua XaKoH oco6eHHO He MJMeHKJicst. 
Ho JTO c nepnoro B3rmma. qT06b1 y:sJ.l.ll,eTb collC­
)l(eal{h1e 6oM6aMJ{ mm pa3py01eHlrb1e npstMblMH 
nona,JJ.aKIUCMJt paKeT MHoro3TaJ!rab1e 3.D.aHWt n XJDKU· 

Hbl, He HY)l(HO BbICJ)l(aTb Ja 'fepry ropo,n.a. Me,lOlefll:lo 
o6'beJ)l(aeM XaKoil. MocT Jlorrr6ueK rr coBCeM p.Sl.IJ.OM 
c HRM Ha MecTe pa6o'lcro KBapnura <l>YKTaH-nenemnua, 
'lCpKh1e OCTOBbl ne'fJlblX T]>y6. n o o6e CTOpOKhl 
npoeJ)l(ei:'i ttaCTH yJlllllbr Hryett TXHen - o6ropeBwHe 
CTe!Cbl, J13ypO.LlODaHHble KOp06KH AOMOB. r yJUleT 
BCTCp B HJpewe'lelIHbIX OCKOJIX3MH H 6oM6aMH 
Mltoro:n aJKJlbcx )l(}IJibIX xopaycax 06meJK11TIUl napo­
aoJopeMOHTHoro 3aeo,na « 3suurM ». CoTKH y6KTbtx 
H paHeHblX. 0 Tpare,llHH MOXHO ,!J,Ora)laTbC.Sl no 
CTaBUlliM 6onee 3aMCTl{b£Mll 6eJibIM ITOBJl3XaM Ha 
pyxa.nax " nelrtaM Ha roJiolle - B naWITh o aon16U111X 
poron.1x }! 6irmxux. 

01ann6pb. 27 oKTsi6pR. 17 pa3 B Xa1me 3By11amt 
c11niarrb1 ao3.a.yw1toii TpeeorR, n ropo.n, ow.enanm­
Wl1Cb pa1Cent0·3ClillTHblM W.HTOM, OT6KBaJt aTam 
aMepwxatccKoli anuau.1111. Tpaccnpy10UU1e cnapJ(!{l>r, 
.a.mtlmh1e noJJOCbl OT paKeT (( 3eMmt-B03.Q.YX)) pac­
QBe'lJrnan11 ue6o, B KOTOpOM MeTamfCb OCTpOHOCbre 
p.1-0paJtl-OMH1U1eeb1e nn{llb1. HeKOTOpbIX H3 cfotTblX 
JICT"l l{KOB 6pamf B nJLeH npKMO Ha ropO.U.CKliX y;muax. 
,Lla)l(e noc.rce oT6osi e rycT01racerreHHb1x KBapn.n:ax 
npo,nOJI)KaJIH pnaTbCS lllapHKOBble 60M6b1 3aMe,!J,­
Jte1moro ,neiicral'O!. 

HaneTbl see yc11.mma10TCS1. Bee qame JBY'fITT CRIWlJl 
T]>eeorH. C 24 oKTsi6plI e>Ke.u;HeBHO Ra XaH:oii conep­
wa1<>Tcsi ylKe COTHlf ca.MoneTOBbUieToB. ToJrbKO 3a 
He11emo B ropo.ne ylUr'fTO>KeHo 6oJiee 150 noMoB. 
yfotTbl K paHeHbl COTHH MlfPllblX ~KTeJieif. Ho " 
aMep1maucKaK ae11au.mr tta.n XauoeM Hecer TSl>KCJ11>Je 
n0Tep1{. 

1968 l oa. Anpe11b. AMep11KaHCKaK aimau,nsi npeKpa­
nma Macc.11posamrb1e mureTbl Ha reppHTopmo ,UPB 
ceeepHee 20 napanne.rrn, HO pa3BCAbIBaTeJI&m.re 
noJteThI, B TOM •mc11e Ra}l XaH.oeM H Xafupo.f{oM, 
rrpO,llOJtlKal-OTCS!.. 

Lining Nguyen Thiep street are the singed walls and 
gaping shells of what were once buildings. The wind 
blows through the bomb- and splinter-pierced buildings 
of the hostel of the Gia Lam locomotive repair works. 
The casualties numbered hundreds. One meets in the 
streets people weaiing white arm- and head-bands, 
tokens of mourning for relatives and friends killed . 

October. On October 27 there were 17 air-raid 
alarms in Hanoi, and the city beat off one US air 
attack after another. Tracer shells and the Jong trails 
of ground-to-air missiles Lighted up the sky, in which 
the sha rp-nosed duralumin birds streaked to and fro. 
Some of the airmen shot down were taken prisoner 
right in the streets. Even after the •• all clear" signal, 
delayed-action pellet bombs continued to go off in 
densely-populated neighbourhoods. 

The attacks are becoming more intense, and the 
a larm is sounded more and more often. Beginning 
from October 24, Hanoi bas become tbe target of 
hundreds of missions daily. In a single week there have 
been hundreds of civilian casualties in the city and 
more than 150 houses have been destroyed. But the 
United States Air Force too is suffering heavy losses 
over Hanoi. 

1968. April. Tbe United States Air Force has 
stopped its massive raids on the territory of the 
Democratic Republic of Vietnam north of the 20th 
parallel, but reconnaissance flights, including flights 
ov.er Hanoi and Haiphong, continue. 

• 
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Bccf,\ott 1965 ro..a.a OAHOnpeMeHHo c pacw~el{BeM. 
60M6ap.Q.11po.00K Jlaoca K pa3BH3hmaHHeM Boli1u,1 
nponrn )].PB npe3u~eHT CillA npltHJi£Maer pewcHlle, 
pe3KO 113Me1umwee KO)l, BbernaMCKoro lCORcf>m{l<Ta. 
Pe•u, K,!leT 06 ')Cteanauu.11 HaJeMHblX. soemrhlX .u.elicumit 
.soopy)l(C){){htX CJUI Coe..a.irneHH:brx IU-raroB B IO:iKHOM 
BbeTHaMC - no cyll.lecny Ha11aJie aMep11KaHcxoi:i 
.BOJllibl nponm ClUl Ha.uHOHaJibUO-OCB06omrreJibHOTO 
.rtBIDICeRlUI. 

mecTb JtCT ..a.ep>KaJlllCb B Taihre AOICYMeHTbI, xa­
ca10uu1ecst peaJlb1u,1x npttroToBneum1 u neiicTBHii 
npasHTen&crsa ClUA a :JTOM 1<anpaanemm. Tiy6m1-
xauaJt neTOM 1971 ro..a.a CeKµentblX AOKyMe1no.o 
fleRTaroHa no3oomteT npoc11e,u1lT& Ba>KHeiiume warn, 
npeJ,\nplUUlTblC eecnoJO 1965 rona apaD11TeJlbCTBOM 
CillA no paJBH3braamm> 6oJibrn:oi1: cyxonyreoli 
aoiiHl>l B IQ)Kl{O.M B&enmMe. 

lllar nepBbltt. B 'Eta'la.ne MapTa, KaK yxaJbmaercll B 

ceKpClnlOM AOKJ13.,C(e ne1narona, aMep11KaHC.KOe PYKO­
BO.UCTBO « llplUiSIJtO KpHTl11JeC1<0C peweHMe- OpOClfTb 
B mtcrynne1me .u.sa 6aran&ol1.a Mopcxoj;j nexoT&r, 
KOTOpbie y)l(e ycnemt npH6&1T& .s IQ)K.lllilH BbenLaM, 
3500 MOpc1nrx nexonuu,teB B1>1ca.u11mtcb B ,UattaHre 
8 Mapra, l( T81GlM o6pa30M 06ll.last 'IHCneHHOCTb 
a.MepKlCallCKJtx BoiicK B IQ)KHOM B&eraaMe 6brna .no­
Be.zretta AO 27.000 'lenoBeK ». 

Ilepaoe WllpOKoe RacrynJteHMe at..1epmcancrrnx BolicK 
6brno npeJJ.np1nurro :a pauone )l.anaHra no.n npe.nrro­
roM « o6ecne'telflUI 6e3onacHoCT1( aoJ..a.ywuoii 6a.Jbl ». 

mar BTopoii. 1-2 anpeAA 1965 rap.a ua ceKperaoM 
COBCllllllOnf B EeJlOM .noMe 6&11(0 nplffUITO OKOH'la­
TCJlbHOe pewemte 0 WHPOKOM llCTIOJlb30Bamill aMe­
pmcaHCKIOt BOiiClC B IO"llGIOM B.&enraMe, B TOM •mane 
'B 6oeBblX .ueiicTBJUlx ttaCTynaTeJlhHoro xapaKTepa. B 
pa3BITT1£e COOTBCTCTBYlOU(HX AHpeXTJLB npe3Il,[le}{Ta 
ClllA 6 anperut y)l(e 6b1n cocTa.sneH MeMopaa,eyM 
N~ 328 « 0 Mepax no o6ecne'remuo HaUHOJ{MbHOii 
6eJonaCHOCTlf )). <l>aKTH'ICCKH 3TO 6ht.JDi{ ,IJ;ltpeKTHBbl 
no pa3'Bll3blllamno « 110Kan&HOH BOMHht » Coe.z:ui­
HeBHbrx illTaTOB 'B IO)l(JIOM BbCTRaMt'. 

K 1H-0mo 1968 ro.na Ha 1-0')KKOBbeTHaMCKOM naTpe 
yiKe .neiicnonano 6011ee 570 TbJCR'I aMepmcaHcKJU 
COJtAaT H o<t)lwepoe, Cl)blWe 63 TblCH'I lfX (( C01-031{Jf. 
KOB )) 1£3 JO)Kl{OKOpeiicxoii, TalfJlUH,!lCKOK, <tmmm:mmc­
xoii, aBCTpa.ITHfiCKOll H BOB03eJI~CKOU apMJJJ1. 
KpoMe roro, aMepnKa1-1cKoe KOM~oBaHue l!MeJIO B 

csoeM pacnop.1t>1Cemm 360-Th1Cjf'U£y:IO CaJfTOHCKYlO 
peryrutpttylO apMHl-O, a TaJOKe 400-T&JcR'llJblii Kopnyc 
OOJTMU}fll, TeppHTOpHalibltblX 'laCTeii H .nepeBCUCKoro 
OOOJI'leIDllt. 

H ecMOTpR Ha CTpeMJneJtblCOO l{B.paruHBatrHe soopy­
)l(eHltbLX Clffi. aMeplCKaRCKoe KOMalW.OBaIDie B Caii­
roRC He CMOrno no..a.aBHTb Clffihl H<l>O, a c Hal.Jana 
1968 ro.D.a BbO{y'>K,!leHO 6b1Jl0 .D,a)f(e aeCTH o6opomt­
reJibHble 6ou B ropo.uax, B Heaocpe.nCTBeHHoil 6m1-
3ocrn OT iq>ynHblX BOelOihlX 6a3 ]{ KJTIO'leBbIX CeJlbCKIOt 
paHOHOB, l<OTOpbLe AO .oeCllbl 1965 ro)J,a aaXO,ll,lUIHCb 
B TblJlY aMepmcaHo-caiiroHCICUX BOUCX. 
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In the spring of 1965, the bombing of Laos was 
extended and tbe war started against the Democratic 
Republic of Vietnam, the President of the United 
States took a decision that radically altered the entire 
course of the Vietnam conflict. It was the decision to 
esca late the ground operations of the armed forces of 
the United States in South Vietnam. What this amoun­
ted to was the start of a US wa r against the movement 
for national liberation . 

The documents concerning the US government's 
practical preparations and actjons in this direction 
remained secret for si1e years. The " Pentagon Papers ". 
made public in the summer of 1971, make it possible 
to trace the major steps taken by the US government 
in the spring of 1965 to start a Large-scale ground 
war in South Vietnam. 

Step One. Early in March, as is disclosed in a 
secret Pentagon document, the US leadership took 
·• the crucial decision. " This was " to put the two 
Marine battalions already in South Vietnam on the 
offensive. The 3,500 marines had landed at Danang on 
March 8-bringing the total United States force in 
South Vietnam to 27 ,000. " 

The first large-scaJe offensive of the US troops 
was undertaken io the area of Danang, the pretext 
being "the static defence of the Danang airfield. " 

Step Two. On April J-2, 1965, at a secret White 
House conference the final decision was taken on the 
use of US troops stationed in South Vietnam in 
large-scale operations, including operations of an 
offensive character. Jn pursuance of the President's 
directives to this effect, a .. National Security Action 
Memorandum 328 ·· was drawn up as early as April 
6. fn other words, Lhese were directives for unleashing 
a US ·• local war" in South Vietnam. 

By the end of 1965 the numerical strength of the 
US troops on Soutb Vietnamese soil had reached 
250 thousand ; by October 1967, 525 thousand. 

By June 1968 there were more than 570 thousand 
US soldiers and officers in South Vietnam, not to 
mention the more than 63 thousand of their " allies "­
troops from South Korea, Thailand, the Philippines, 
Australia, and New Zealand. In addition to this, the 
US command had at its disposal 360 thousand 
regulars of the Saigon regime's army and 400 thousand 
police, territorial units. and village forces of that 
regime. 

Despite the rapid build-up of its armed forces, the 
US command in Saigon was unable to subdue the 
forces of the N.L.F. From the beginning of 1968 it 
was even forced to conduct defensive operations in 
the cities and in the immediate vicinity of major 
military bases and key rural areas, which before the 
spring of 1965 had been in the rear of the US and 
Saigon regime's troops. 

On January 31, 1968. the patriots launched a frontal 
assault on the rural areas and on more than 60 cities 
still under the control of the Americans and of Saigon. 
Throughout nearly the whole of February there was 
heavy fighting io the streets and suburbs of Hue, 
Saigon and other cities. At the end of February the 
armed forces of the N.L.F. withdrew from some 



31 ffHBOpll 1968 rop,a na-rpliOThl Ha•1aml cl:>pournnb­
ttoe HttcTynne1ure nponra ocTa10ur.11xcJ1 nop, KOllTpoJ(eM 
CWA l.f Caltrorrn ceJibcKJtx pawoHOB JC 60.rrec '!eM 
60 ropOAOD. B Mac eoop}')KeRHbre cmlht H<l>O BHOBh 
aTaKoearoc CaHroH, r.ne JIM y.D.rurocb 3aKpCm(ThCff a 
pff.lle KBapnurnn K YAepxc~maTb 1rx e TC'lemie MHOnrx 
AKeH. 

3a nepDy10 rronon1(ffY 1968 ro.11.a no .AalOlblM rnaD- • 
H.OH cran1m H<l>OfOB 6btm1 ocBo6olKn.eHbI 06ump1u.1e 
cenbci<1te pailoRhI c liacenemteM 6onee 1,5 MJUI. 
'feJ\OBeK. DOA KOlITponeM ClllA YAepi1m:BaJI!lCb mill11> 

6onbWaJ1 ttaCTb roponon, BOCHHh1e 6a3bl H up116mrnr­
TeJibHO O,LIHa mrra.11 CCJl.bCKUX pai'ioHOD. flOJlQ)l{Cl{ltC 
caifro11cxoro pelK11Ma npOAOJJlKano ocranaT1:.cJ1 ltCKJI!O· 
'lmenbHO tteycTOi'f'IHBbtM. C 1963 ro.ua 3,ll.CCb 6onee 
10 pa3 B pC3YJlbTaTe BOeHHhlX nepe:sopOTOB Jt ITOJDtTJ{­
qccKl!X nepryp6au;11w Mem1m1cr, « ClUl.hm1empumcTI1 )), 

Ba,._Hble nepeMeHbt Dp01l30illffil H no n.pyrylO CTO­
po'Hy cl>POHTa. B anrycre 1967 ro.ua cocT011ncR B1te­
O'lepe,aHoi1. L[pe3Dbf'la-iini.m C'J.e3,1:1 H<l>Ol-OB, Ha KOTO­
poM 6brna apmurra 1rnaan Tiom1nP1ecKatl .nporpaMMa, 
m6pa1rL>1 pyKono,1.v11.~1o1e opraHbt. OcKOBHble 3a.L1,a'111, 
Dbt)l.am1yrh1c HOnol1 nporpaMMoii H<l>O, 61:.wc KpaTKO 
ccpopMyJlllpOBUHbf CJJe,l:lyIOUUlM o6pa30M : cru10ntT.b 
eec& Hapo,n, HaHeCTll aopa)!(eru1e aMCpl•ll\aHCKHM 
arpeccopaM, cnepnryr1> MapHoue-rO'IHhfH pe)!(JfM, co3-
.AaTb Ham1omun,noe ,ueMoxpani'lecxoc 1\0aJI1111,:uom10e 
npanirTeJlbCTBO ua wupOKOM OCl{QBe, DOCTpOl!Tb 
HeJa8HCl1MbIM, ,ueMOK"paT)f'-ICCKl'lii, MHpJ£bDl 1CeITTpaJib­
libli'i H npouncn11ow,11i1 1-0)l(tfhlii BbeTRaM, .no611n.c.!I 
061te,1u1Hcluu1 MC)l(,ll)' CeBepoM H 1-0roM 6e3 eMe­
waTCJTbCTBa JIJBF!e. B nporpaMMe 6i,mo yKa3aHo, '!TO 
Jte:s<UJHc1lM.hu1 l<hm.1>1ii BbeTua.M )J.OnlKeH o6ecnel(]1Tb 
pa3B1m1e Hal.(lronaJ!bnoii 3KOHOMHKn, noompflb CBo-
60.n.Hoe qacT11oe 11pe,1:1np11H11MaTe.nbcTBo, Jaur.rnuarb 
npano co6cTBeHHOc1 u 1rn cpe,nCTBa npoH3BOACTBa, 
OKa3braan, nOMOW,b Hau.110HaJTbHOii IIpOMbllUJleJUIOCTU 
11 ToprOBJTC B mnepecax OOBl>IIlleIDUI 6narocOCT0$fH.IU\ 
Hacc.rreH.HR. 

B anpc.rrc 1968 ro)J.a B ceJt.bCKIU apuropo.nax Caii­
rona cocroKnacb ytJpe,11;1lTeJ11>HaH xomt>epeuu1rn Co103a 
l:fnUllOlfaJCbHblX, .neMOKpanl'teCKJTX n MJfpOn1-06lmblX 
ClfJl (CH,UMC), KOTOpbltt 06be.n1tl{l{Jl B CBOl(X p~ax 
MaCCOBble II nOJUffl{lfeC[(l{C opraF1~13a1.nm, Be,ll)'U:IJ.fC 
6opb6y H.a Tcpp1nop1111, lCOlrrpOIDipyeMOH aMep11-
K3lCO-cai:iro}{CKOH rpynn~pOBKOlf. 

Boflrta e lOiKUOM BbeTicaMe ace aKTMBHee noJtBep­
raeTCR pC3KOii xp11TH.Ke co CTOpOH.b! um.poIGIX Kpyron 
BO BCeM MUpc. npaBl!TeJlbCTBU MHOn!X CTpaH BblCTY­
naJOT JU MllpHoe peruem1e BbeTRaMCKOfO DOOpoca, 
Ja npC/lOCTaBJlCl!llC .BbeTIJUMCKOMY 11apOJ.\Y npa'Sa 
CUMOMY pelUUTI> cno1t BllY rpeHH.llt npo6ncMbl 6e1 
BMe1uaTem.CTna 11101te. YcnJrueacrcR on no111111u1 K 
npone.ne1u110 Baw1mrro110M no1nrr111m aoopy>Kem1oii 
JCKaJwu1111 eo BbcnrnMe ll IJ caMJfX CWA. M1Lo11rc 
"OIUlllblC rocy.1.u.1pCTBCHllb1e 11 nom1n1•1ec1<11e tteR remt 
01 MC)l(CBblBS IOTC.ll OT octmrn1aJ1bHOfO Ky pea Ba WlrHr­
TOllU. n ocne noeJ,LIKH B l-OiKui.111 BbCTHaM 17 11 KlHll 
I 968 ro.na cemnop Cnmeu 5lllr 1aH01t..n s ceHaTe : 
(( 60JTbWlffiCTBO aMepHlCaH.Ue» 3HaeT, '!TO Mbl ee.neM. 
aMOpaJJbHYIO, Heo6bJ1enelffiy10, Henonym1pey10 aoi11ry 
ao BbeTiiaMc 6c3 pa3peweHHJ'I KOHTpecca 11 s Hapywe­
ttne 1{8WCH co6CTBeHHoii KOHCTHTYLUl.li ». 

points, but in May tbey again attacked Saigon and 
managed to hold some neighbourhoods for many 
days. On other fronts too operations against the 
US-Saigon forces were intensified. 

Vast rural areas with a population of more than 
one and a half million were liberated in the first 
half of 1968, according to the figures of the N. L .F. 
headquarters. Only most of the cities, the military 
bases, and roughly one-fifth of the rural areas remained 
under US control. The Saigon regime continued to be 
extremely shaky. Since 1963 there have heen more than 
reo military coups each bringing to power a new 
" strong man " . 

Important changes have also taken place on tbe 
other side of the front. ln August 1967 a special 
congress of the N.L.F. adopted a new political 
program and elected new leading bodjes. The new 
program defined the main tasks facing the N.L.F. as 
fo llows: to rally the entire nation, to defeat the US 
aggressors, to overthrow the puppet regime, to set 
up a broadly based national democratic coalition 
government, to build up an independent. democratic, 
peaceful, neutral and prosperous South Vietnam, and 
to bring about the unificatio-n of the North and the 
South without outside interference. An independent 
South Vietnam, it was stated in the program, should 
ensure the development of its national economy, 
encourage free private enterprise, protect the right of 
individuals to own means of production, aad assist 
national industries and commerce so as to promote 
the well-being of the population. The new important 
political document adopted by the August congress 
uf lire N.L.F. has made it possible to increase efforts 
to give the Front a broader base and draw more 
sections of the population into it. 

Tn April 1.968 a constituent conference of tbe 
Alliance of National, Democratic and Peace Forces 
was held in the rural suburbs of Saigon. The Alliance 
united the public organizations and political bodies 
taking part in the struggle on the territory under 
US- Saigon control. 

Meanwhile strong criticism of the war in South 
Vietnam was being voiced all over the world . The 
governments of many countries urged that the Vietnam 
problem be settled peacefulJy and that the Vietnamese 
people be allowed to solve their domestic problems 
without outside interference. Opposition to Washing­
ton's policy of escalation was also mountfog in the 
United States. Many prominent statesmen and political 
leaders began dissociating themselves from Washlng­
ton 's official course. After a trip to South Vietnam, 
Senator Stephen Young told the Senate on June 17, 
1968: "Most Americans know we are violently 
engaging in an immoral, undeclared, unpopular foreign 
war without act of Congress, despite the provision in 
our Constitution. ' ' The Senator also referred to the 
refugee camps set up by the US Saigon authorities: 
·• Those camps, Tam sorry to say, were so terrible that 
they caused me to think about what we denounced in 
World Wnr rr when we talked about Dachau and other 
of Hitler's concentration camps in Gem1any. " The 
Senator concluded by saying: .. The time has come to 
abandon our bankrupt policy in South Vietnam." 
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06BRHRIOT X(CpTubl Conrr.m 
4y.o;oBHlllH<Hl pacnpaoa aMep11KaHCKllX KapaTCJJCii , 

Y'nrne1uta11. llMH B f0'>1moebeT11aMCKoli .JJ.epesu.c Con.r­
Mll, norpsicna Mllp. M 11py 1oaeCTJLbl 11Metta npec-ryn­
HllKOB : 11ertTelta1na KoJlJ111, Ka11uTaua Me.JJ.1tHa l-1 

MHorux )l.pyr11x.. Y6111lu 06a111ot10T oc-ranwnecR B 
>KllBbtX >1<•rTc1111 COllfMJI, cs11.11eTcJU1 >KCCTOJCOH pac­
npa-sbt. 

0AHa H3 1mx - .n.netta.JJ.uaT1u1cTIUU1 Bo Txn Jlnett 
1£3 JlCpcanlf Mmwil 06m11ttb1 CoHrM1r. Conm K1uro­

Me-rpoe npuwnOCb npo.neJtaTb eil no 11apnf3a11cKJTM 
TponaM l-0>1\ltoro BbeT11aMa, TblCKll ll KllJTOMCTpOB no 
)lpynrM CTpattaM, •1T06b1 paccKaJaTb mo.aKM 3eMmr 
npan.u.y o Tpare,.a,1ul a ce po.nnoii .nepesu.e, o npecTyn­
ncmrnx 1mpaTe11c». Xy.a.eHbK3SI 1rnpernaJaJt .nesO'rKa 
HC M0')KC1' c,uep)l(3Tb CJle3, KOr,.ua paCCK83bID8eT 0 TOM, 
'ITO npornowno lla ee rmuax 16 Maprn 1968 ro.JJ.a ... 
BoT ee paccKa'.3. 

« B TO yTpo Mbl npoct1ym1cb pauo - tta paccscTe 
aMOpllKa11cKa11 apT111111ep1 m uaLJana o6c-rpen 11saTb 
}taUIY 11 COCC)llllle ]lepeBHll. 6bln0 :no 'tacos B ween. 
TaK 6b1110 H.C pa3. ConrM11 c 1964 ro.u.a - ocso6011c­
.o;e11H.b1H partoll., a B 8 IOfJlOMeTpax OT H.ac - aMep11-
1\auu.b1. 0 1u1 He pa3 ttana.llanll Ha tta wy .ucpemuo. He 
ycncJlQ SI y11rn Jl 60M6oy6c"'1rn.1,e, KaK y_1m)l.e11a Dep­
ToneTbl. 0Al{H '.la ,upyntM oH\f oaycKan11cb !:la coce.o;­
F11010 ,n.c-pesHIO M 11KXe. Mx 61.>mo O.JJ.HIDta,u1J,aTb. B 
YKPhlTllC ywna, Kor.Ila ys11Jl.eJTa, '!TO aMep1rKaimi.1 
roJuttyn11cb x uaweil .D.epeoHe. OrpoMHblc, s nRTimc­
TbtX xypTI<ax, 0H11 crpemum 10 asToMaTos no uaweit 
.nepenKe. HM t01KT0 He oTBel!an, Bel.lb B ACpentte 
naxo.muntcb JlHWb O,!llOI .£1,CTli, ')f(eUlllHHhl ({ CTapwm . 
.sI 6h1cTpo c11yc 1 w1acb tJ GuMGuyfo:Jt(Hute. TaM 6bm11 
MOit 6a6ywKa 11 .ne.D.yw1rn. Mou nana It MaMa eme a 
1962 ro.ny 6 b!Jlll apeCTOBaKbl KapaTeJUlMJI. Mbt Cll)leJllt, 
Tectto np1nKnBuJ1fCb .11pyr " .IJ.pyry. B.upyr y axorta 'B 

y6C)l\lllllC OOSlBllJlCll ilMCpll K<LILCU. B 31JIX CJJY'lilllX 
llY>KllO BblJle3CJTb. 6a6y111K<1. a JU neil II SI OOTIOJl3J111 I( 

eb1xo,uy. He ycnen11 onoMHllTbCH, imK aMep11Ka11c11 
no•ITll u y11op Ul>tnYCTllJl a!HOManry10 OllCpC,Ll,b B 
6a6yur Ky. 011u MCAJICl!llO CllOJl.'.lJIU 811113. noMIJIO, KUK 

K~lpaTeJlb BblXDUTHJl rpaHUTy ... 

O•mymtcb B nony3aoane1rnoM 6oM6oy6el!Cmue. Ha­
acpxy - u1>1c 1·peJ1b1, 6ero1·1ui, Kp11K10111K11 ... Kor.Jl.a no­
nbnunacb UCT!lTb, Mlle CTUJIO CTpUUIHO. 51 OKaJanacb 
00)1, pUCTCp3Ullll bll\•I TCJIOM 6a6yuJKll ... noTOM HalUJla 
p,e,na. Ott 6blJ1 >KllB, xont 11 ttaxop,1rncn 6C3 naMITTI! ... 
Kor.na 11anepxy ace yrnxno, ocTopo)K}tO Bhtnomna 
na nonepx11ocTb. Ll,epea1ui BblrmmeJla yMepweli. 
,llo6panacb Jl.O .LlOMa 1i.awcro cocc.ua p.c.a,ywK~i ToaHa 
H ysllACna cro Tpyn c OTopu<lttHblM ll pyKaMJi. OH 
JlC)!CaJl y BXOJ.la 8 y6C)!\lfUl,C u ny-A<e KpOBJi . 

Kp111myna : « EcTb KTO >K11nou ? » Mon•1a1rne. 
3arn1111yna n 60M6oy6e>1<11we, a TaM - 0.11,lllt rpynur: 
6a6ywxa Toatt, a p.S!.UOM c rpy,llHblM pc6CHKOM ee 
.o;o'lb. B peace .llBlfHynacb .D.OJ'lburc. 4To c MOHMlf 
,ll'BOIOpOllliblMll CCCTp3Mll l'I 6paTb.SIM lt, KOTOpblC 
np.S1Tam1Cb o6bl'IHO y coce.n1m TC-Tlr Txi1 ? vr CHOBa 

IOIKTO He OTKJilfKllYJ!C.SI. HaKOHeU, 113-no.n 3eMmr 
CTOH 11 ronoc MOero ,L(Bo1opo.o.noro .ne11.1IT11Jie'Ttcero 
6paTa )].blKU: (( Jll!CH ! )) 4 eM Ji Morna OOMOllb: 113)1.0 
llCK3Tb OCT38Wll X.CR 8 )i(l(BblX, 1103BUTb HU llOM011J,b. 
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The Victims of Song My Accuse 
The massacre by VS troops of the inhabitants of 

the South Vietnamese community of Song My shocked 
the whole world. The world knows the names of the 
criminals: Lieutenant William Calley, Captain Emest 
Medina, and many others. The murderers have been 
exposed by the survivors of Song My who witnessed 
the massacre. 

One of the survivers is twelve-year-old Vo Thi Lien 
from the village of My Khe in the Song My community. 
She covered hundreds of kilometres along the guerrilla 
trails of South Vietnam and thousands of kilometres 
in other countries to tell the people of the world the 
truth about the tragedy that took place in her native 
vinage and the crimes of the US punitive forces. 
The thin, brown-eyed girl could oot keep back her 
tears when she told what occurred before her eyes on 
March 16, I 968. Here is her story. 

" Thut morning we woke up early-at daybreak US 
guns had begun shelling o ur village and neighbouring 
ones. Tbis was a t about six o'clock. It bad bappeoed 
more than once before. Since 1964 Song My has been 
a liberated area, witb the Americans eight kilometres 
away. They had attacked our village more than once. 
No sooner had I run to a trench than J saw the heli­
copters. One after another they were la nding in the 
neighbouring village of My Khe. There were eleven 
o f them. I hurried to a shelter when I saw the Americans 
moving towards our village. They were huge, towering 
men in spotted jackets, and they were firing their 
submachine-guns a t our village. No one returned their 
fire , for there were only women, children and aged 
folks in the village. When I ran into the shelter, my 
grandmother and grandfather were already there. My 
parents were arrested by the punitive forces back in 
1962. We sat there, huddling close t o one another. 
Suddenly an American appeared at the entrance to the 
shelter. fn such cases we have to come out. Grand­
mother went first, and I followed her to the entrance. 
At that moment the American fired a short burst at 
grandmother at close range. She sank slowly to the 
ground. T then remember the American grabbing a hand 
grenade ... 

" r recovered consciousness to find the shelter in 
ruins. Overhead I could hea r shots being :fired, the 
sound of people running, and the shouts of the 
Yankees ... When f tried to get up, I was horrified 
to find that l had been lying under grandmother's 
body ... Then r found grandfather. He was still brea­
thing, but unconscious. When it became quiet overhead, 
T crawled out cautiously. The village seemed dead. 
I reached the house of our neighbour Granu father 
Toan and found his body, wiU1 his hands tom off. The 
body was lying at the entrance to a shelter in a pool 
of blood. 

" I shouted: • ls there anyone alive here? ' Silence, 
l glanced into the shelter, but there were only bodies 
there : Grandmother Toan, her daughter and the baby. 

fllll!/I 

Lien. 





Y6111no 87 3ICUme11eli oepeB/111 M11xo1i, 113 llUX 55 oeme1i ... 

Y6umo 380 xume11eii iJepeB1111 Kxemxyau, u.J 11ux 170 iJemeli .•. 

Y6umo 15 :>1eume11e1i oepe81111 Cya113bl01fZ, 113 HllX ... 

« 3a 11mo ux y6111111? » - c11patuuBaem MMeHbKOR iJe8011Ka Rue11. 

Ho oo Clt)C nop y6111i1/bt 11e 0111aem111111 .Ja cBou 311oae111111lt, coaepwe1111b1e B Co1tlMll 

Of the 87 people killed i11 llte village of My Khe , 55 were cltildre11. 

Of the 380 people killed in tlte village of Klie Th11a11, there were 170 children. 

Thirty-five people were killed i11 tlte v(//age of X11a11 Huong. 

" Please, tell me ... wlty were they killed? .. asked 12-year-old Vo Thi Lien. 
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Ill SI nowna AaJTbWe OT y6C)l(HLUa K y6C))(lflJ.lY ... y 
.ne.u.ywKll Mast, 6paTa Moero ll.eiia. l\fl-lC CTaJLO ellle 
crpaLuHee. OH. 11cxcaJ1 MepTBbtM- Te110 6a6yw1m61:.1110 
npoTirnyro WTbtKOM. B y6e,.mLUe - ewe JIBa -rpyna­
)f(CUW.tfHbt JI ,IJ,eBO'IKll. 

. Ho JTO 6b1JIO He Dee. Kor.a.a no.nouUia x ,llOMY 
Moero .nst.u.11, TO orwancynacb. Ha 3eMne rre)Ka.n 
o6yrmLBwniicsr -rpyn ASIAH Jlbty, a pJUroM - Teno 
MOCtt ABOIOPOAHOH CCCTpbl ~{ ee u1eCTllMCCJl'll!Oro 
CbHlU, nee MCKpOMC0H.HOe WTbrKaMH... B y6e>1<mue 
)l.e,nywKH Xo11ra cpe,1v1 Tpy noo 611ncsr e cy.aoporax 
rpy.ll.HOii pe6enoK - Moil nJtCMHH111fK, CbrH Tew Maii. 

TOJlbKO Tenepb LIO Me}{SI .llOWJlO, 'ITO B )l(l!BblX. 143 

eceii .nepes1m OCTaJTllCb "· MOii .llCA}'WKa, .na 3383-

JtC}(Hbltt '3eMneii D.btK. 51 no6e)f(a.na oTKarthLBaTb ero. 
Ho 1wr.na no.n6e)!(a.nu K 60M6oy6e:>K11uzy, TO yn11.nena, 
•rro aMCpllKaHUbl B03DpawatoTCH CHOBa. (( J].bnc, 
n0Tepn11, OHi{ CllOBa llll.YT, nOTOM onmnaK> ! )) -
KpHKHyna JI 6paTy 1l cnpSITUJLaCb B 6oM6oy6e)t{lllJ.le. 
Cuoea BhlCTJJC.ITbl, KPllK~l. u1yM na.o.a1-0w~1x nepcehen 
H C.ll.Kllil .llh!M. KaµaTe1111 no.n)l(11rUJ111 .noMa-.. l1 cttooa 
cTuno T11xo. Heo)l(11.na111Lo KTO·TO oCTopO)KHO npo­
wenc11 PAAOM, a 3aTeM SL ycJibtwarra ronoc ttawero 
coce,ua - AAAH ,l{htOHTa: « 3ii, xro eCTb )l(lf.Boil? 
CTapMa TaM, Thr 11\M"B? » 

)le,uyu1Ka H1t'!ero 11e CJlblWan. Bbmomna ll. « KT0-
1tu6y.n.b )!(llB ewe ? » - cnpoc1ura K. « HeT, .!l.O'!Ka, -
OTBCTIUI .D.SLASI Jl.blOHr, - BCCX y6Hmt ». Mb! DbITU-
1.Ulutlf na nonepXHOCTb noJty')fmaoro ,o,e,ua. BMeCTe 
OTKanbmamt ,IJ.hrKa. MJ ceMepbtX a ux. y6e>KHIJ.le 
01Ca3aJ11rch iK1'1.BhlMH .nooe - )J.brK H MOH ABO!Opo.n.Hbtii, 
6paT Jloli . 06R U)t(eJlo paneHtthte. PaJOCTJTUJlH 1rn 
3eMnc Oll.Cl'IJlO, OKa'3aJtlf, 11eM MOr Jll1 , noMOWh. 

n o,,ll BC'ICp K HUM npllUIJIH iKllTeJlll COCC.U.Hei'i JlCpeB-
1{11, TC, KTO ycnen y6e>KaTb l1Jlll )KC llO'lblO ywen Ha 

pblltoK, - 'lenoseK ABan.uaTb-Tp11,nuarb. 83$IB pa11eab1x, 
ece JlBll1tymtch K 6n11)KaiiweMy aMep11Kano-cailro11c-
1<0My nocr y Xail1 XJ031t. 3.aec1> n01 pe6onamr nono­
>KllTb pauenhlx n 60111..1u1 uy 11 ocy.llltTh npecr ymu1KOB. 

1-lo'lb10 oepttymtcb xopow.CTb y6HTblX. B ttaweH 
,llepenne noru6no 87 •1enooel\ : 55 AeTew. 9 c rapHKOB, 
OCTClJlbllblC )KC!ILWll 11 bl. 

Xopo1mmt IL B coce.n1rnx n.epcsH.ID:. 06wu11L1 
ConrM11. B TOT .nellh o n.cpeD11e Kxe'!'xya11 (CoMnanr) 
6b1Jt0 y61no 380 '!eJtOBeK: 170 Ac·reil , 67 CTapllKOB, 
a o .uepenue CyamL1011r - 35 . . . 

Jl.11n.K. cxalKJHe. 1a no 11x y61mu ? » 

B rocrn y npe3H~ettTa Hryeo Xwy Txo 

Jlarepb HanoM~IHaJt JlCCHY~ KpenOCTb, OKpy)f(CH­
tlYIO UCJIOH Cl{CTeMOii o6opOHHTCJlbl{blX yKpenneHl!H . 
<t>opMaitbHocnr Jamum 11ec1corrbKo MHHyT. M bl o 
rmurnoii UJTa6-KBap1'11pe H<l>O - y npe.nce.naTen11 
npc3~r.u.uyMa U.K Hau1(011aJthHOro cl>POHTa ocoo6oiK­
ACH•ul [{}i1rnoro BberuaMa HrycH XJ.1y Txo. BcnoM11-
1'l:Ho ceH.C<lUHOlfHbh! coo6UJ:CKllSI., KOTOpbtC li.C pa3 
no11.Bn11n11ch Fta nonocax ra3er: « 06i,e.lll'fHCH.H.b1c ... acnr 
aMep11xatto-cafrrolic1<0>% apM1rn oxp}0K11mr m1.nepa 
8beTK01tra Hryeu XLty Txo ». Ho KaJK.llhlH pa3 noc11e 
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It was terrible. What had happened to my cousins, 
who usually ran to the shelter of our neighbour Aunt 
Thu? But no one answered my calJs there either. 
At last, from under the ground, C heard a moan and the 
voice of my nine-year-old co usin Due calLing ' Lien! ' 
But what could l do to help him 7 The only thing 
[ could do was to look for living people and get them 
to help. So I hurried from shelter to shelter ... At 
Grandfather Mai's (he 's a brother of my grandfather) 
I was terrified even more. He was dead, and a bayonet 
had been stuck into grandmother's body. In .the same 
shelter there were two more bodies, those of a woman 
and a little girl. 

"But that wasn't aU. When f reached my uncle's 
house, I started back in horror. On the ground was the 
charred body of Uncle Luu, and next to it the bodies 
of my cousin and her six-month-old son, all mutilated 
with bayonets ... [n Grandfather Hong's shelter, 
among the bodies of the dead, r found a baby in 
convulsions. [twas my nephew, Aunt Mai 's son . . . 

" It was only then that l realized that the only 
people stifl alive in the vlllage, besides myself, were my 
grandfather and Due, who was buried under the rubble 
of a shelter. T hurried back to help him get out. But 
when 1 reached the shelter, [ saw that the Americans 
were returning. ' Due, be still, they're coming back, 
l' ll help you get out afterwards, • T shouted to my 
cousin and hid in the shelter .. . Again there were 
sounds of shooting, shouts, the sound of trees falling, 
and the acrid smell of smoke. The Americans were 
setting fire to houses ... The11 all was quiet again. 
Suddenly I heard someone walking quietly nearby, 
and then l heard the voice of oi1r neighhour Uncle 
Duong: 

" 'Hullo, is there anyone alive here? Tam, old man. 
are you alive? ' " 

" Grandfather heard nothing. I crawled out. ' Is 
anyone else alive?. r asked. I No, little one, ' Uncle 
Duong replied, • everyone's killed. ' We got grand­
father, who was half-dead, out of the shelter, and 
together started rescuing Due. Of the seven persons 
in their shelter, only two were still alive: Due and my 
cousin Loi, but both were badly wounded. We spread 
out a blanket on the ground and did what we could 
f'or them. 

" Towards evening we were joined by twenty or 
thirty survivors from the neighbouring village, those 
who had managed to escape or who had Jeft for the 
market the previous night. We took our wounded with 
us and set off for the nearest US-Saigon post, at 
Rai Thuyen. There we demanded that the wounded be 
placed in hospital and that the criminals be punished. 

"At night we returned to bury our dead. rn our 
vi llage 87 people were killed: 55 children, 9 old people, 
and the rest women. 

"There were similar burials in the neigbbouring 
villages of the Song My community. In the village of 
Khe Thuan 380 people were killed that day, including 
170 children and 67 old people. Thirty-five people were 
killed in the village of Xuan Huong .. . 

·• Please, tell me why they were all killed ? " 



3Toro cire.nonano Mellee ce11caw101moe: « B paiioHc 
npeAnonaraeMoro pacnono>Ke111rn apon1eH11K 061tapy­
JKe11 ue 61>1J1 .. . » 

Hawe Jaott1me JKa.KOMCTUO c npe3tUlCHTOM cocTo-
5\JlOCb 3a.nonro ,no 3Tvro. B uaYaJTe 1963 ro.na no 
Tenerpa<l>Y .11 Janpoc11n 111ncpeb10 y H rycH XhtY Txo M 
BCKope llOJIY'l'llil OTllCl. 3To 6bTJIO ncpDOC MllTep­
BblO, JlaH1we npe.ncenaTeiteM npe3H)lliyMa L(K H<l>O 
IIl:lOCrpaHl<OMY l<Oppecaou.neRTy. 

It! BOT 8 r.rry61me napTll'l811CKOfO Kpall npC.llCTOllT 
aCTpe<1a. B cl'aBKe 06h1'1Ha1t 06crn1tosKa. ConceM 
PMOM aMCpHKaHctrne caMOJlCTht « 06pa60Tb1.Ga1-0r » 
AOpory. HecKOJJbKO puJ H.UJJ. tcauncMtt rononaMH 
no1IDmunH.:b 11cTpe61LTeJrn-60M6ap.n1tponuu1KJt C WA, 
11, ~Le JUMCTllD 1m<1ero nOAO'.lpllTCJTbHOro, yxo.n1-1srn s 
cropoH.y. 

Ilpe311.neHT HryeH Xb1y Txo rrpHIDUJ MeIDl e TO'IHO 
Ha3\.la'{eHHOC speMB. Ilo H.C£tlfC3ROMY o6bl'l31-0 Y 
BbCTIC8MUCD, pa::ironop na111ma..rrc11 co B'.lal(MlU.IX 
paccnµocon o 3.LJ01)0BbC. B .z:p1cy11rrutX, K11waw.ux 
MOUIKUpoii , 11.!lO.'Bltl"blM)i HUCCKOMblMll ll 3MCS()Vl l~. :no 
nenaeTCll He TOJTbKO paJllt 06w1ttoj:j BelKJTJCBOCTll. 
Hryell Xb1y Txo nepe>tec r.rn.mtpmo, tto cei1•tac 
•1yecrnyer ce611 xopowo. Pa::ironop ue3aMeTUo nepe­
xo111rr 11a o6uure reM1.1 . 

J1h enponeiicKUx crpaH HryeH Xbty Txo xopo1uo 
311aer <llpa11u1110. B Heil OH npouen toHOC'Tb, CT)'JlCH­
'Lec101e rO.Ubl . .. n ocne D03Bpaw.e111t.1t B CalirOH HryeH 
Xb1y T.xo 3a1lSIJ'lcn a)lBOKaTcKoii npaKTuKoi-i . He pa3 
eMy np11x.o.o.1111ocb BhlCTynuTb e ::iauuny nporpec­
CltllllhtX neuendi, KOTOpbtM rpo31!JTa pacnpana. A .AJlll 
-noro Tpe6onanocb My'lKeCTBO. Eyp1u.1e co6i.m111, 
pa3nepnynw11ecS1 no B1>eT11aMe, 3acnumn11 1nsecr ttoro 
calfroHCKOrD 3D.BOKaTa my60KO '.lallYM3ThCll ttan, 
CYllb60ii csocro Hapo,Aa, CBOllM MeCTOM B llO{'.lllll. B 
1946 ro.a.y OK Y'Ke 6b1JT y.Bepe1o1, •tro 6y.n.er 6opOTbCSJ_ 

B 1949 roAy, KOrJla n Cailro1te cTan.O IOBCCTH.O o 
TOM, •no CWA peu111n11 npmtstTb y'!ac-r11e s « rpstJHOH 
BOttHe ». OH DMecre c .llPYritMll BhIWeJT HO JlCMOH· 
cTpauino npoTecra. B 11a•1aJ1e 1950 roi:ta s caiirottcK11i-i 
nopT ap1t6b1ru1 nepebtc aMep11Km-1cK1-1.e .eoeHHb1e 
Kopa6rur. Ha y.n 11ub1 ropoD.a BblWJLtf AeClITKll TblCS(l{ 
Bbcn1aMUCB. Bo mane neMoHcrpainoB wen caiiroH­
cK11i.i 1op11CT. BHJlHbJii nomm1<1ec1rnii JJ,e.IITeJTh HrycH 
Xhty Txo. Cy.11aM np11wnocb nee >Ke noK1tHYTb nopr. 
Ho caM HryeH Xbry Txo 0•1ynurcll B caiiroHcKoi'i 
oicpattKe. Ccb111Ky apHWJIOCb or6btsaTb tta cesepe 
CT pall.bl. J1 lll.lJh .B 1952 ro.ny ero BbtnYCTllJIH Ha 
cno6o.ny. 

JleTo 1954 ro.na. )l(eH.cecKt1e cornarneHJt1l np1111ecmt 
1~a.nc:lK.O,Y 1-1a Mlrp, o6be..rvmetUte cTpaFCbI, 11,e3a:n11-
c1·rMOClb. I asrycra .e Ca1!rone cocro11nac1> Macconall 
.ACMOH.CT{)OU.ltll B no1U1,eplkKY )l(!!UeBCKllX corJTa­
weHllii. OmmM 10 ee opram13aropoe 6b1J1 HrycH 
Xbry Txo. Ho MJfPHYJ-O MaHucpecrauuio nomtU}tll 
BCTpenlJla CBltrillOM. 

4 ro 61>1Jlo JJ.a.Jlbt11e? T1op1>Ma, ccb1JrKa B rnyxoM 
ropHOM pai.ione .n.aneKoii npon11HIJ,lnr ~ye11. Jh1wb ! 
OKrn6pe I 96 l roJJ,a c noMOWbl-0 MeCTUOlf nonnOJlbHOl1 
opram13au1n1 Hryeu Xbty Txo u ero Toeap111uaM 
y)lrutoci. Bbtpnarbcsr Ha cno6o.o:y. Ceii<mc o•u• aKnm-

I Visit President Nguyen Huu Tho 

The camp was like a forest fortress surrounded by 
a whole system of fortjfications. The formalities took 
only a few minutes. and we were soon inside lhe N.L.F. 
headquarters, the guests of Nguyen Huu Tho, the 
Presidium Chairman of the Front's Central Committee. 
r recalled the sensational headlines that I had often 
seen in newspapers: " US and Government Forces 
Surround Vietcong Leader Nguyen Huu Tho. " But 
each time this was followed by the less sensational 
report that the " Vietcong leader •• had not been found 
in the urea where his headquarters 11ad been expected 
to be ... 

Long before this I had once interviewed the President 
without meeting him. Early in 1963 1 had asked Nguyen 
Huu Tho fo r a telegraph iaterview and soon received 
his answer. This was the first interview he had granted 
to a foreign correspondent. 

Now we were abou1 to meet deep in guerriUa­
controlled territory. I found the situation at head­
quarters calm and unperturbed. Close at hand US 
aircraft were pounding away at a highway. Several 
times US fighter-bombers flew over our heads, but 
noticed nothing suspicious and flew on. 

President Nguyen Huu Tho received me at the exact 
time fixed. lo accordance with Vietnamese tradition, 
the conversation began with our inquiring about each 
other's health. In the jungle-teeming with mosquitoes, 
poisonous insects and snakes-this is not a mere 
courtesy. Nguyen Huu Tho had been down with 
malaria, but had recovered. Gradually our conver­
sation 1,1med to general topics. 

Of the European countries, Nguyen Huu Tho knew 
France well, where his student years had passed. On llis 
return to Saigon, he began to practise law. He had 
o~en acted as defence counsel for progressives threaten­
ed with reprisals, and this had required courage. The 
stormy developments in Vietnam had led this pro­
minent Saigon lawyer to give deep thought to the 
future of his people and his own place in life. rn 1946 
he had made up his mind that be would fight. 

When, in 1949, it became known in Saigon that the 
United States had decided to take part in the " dirty 
war ", he was among those who openly protested 
against the scheduled US intervention. Early in 1950 
the fust US naval vessels arrived in the port of Saigon. 
Tens of thousands of Vietnamese demonstrators filled 
the streets. At the head of the demonstrators was the 
Saigon lawyer Nguyen Huu Tho, then a promfoent 
political leader. The naval vessels were forced to leave 
the port. But Nguyen Huu Tho found himself i:n the 
bands of the Saigon secret police and was eiciled to the 
north of the country. I t was only in 1952 that he was 
released. 

In the summer of 1954 the Geneva Agreements gave 
rise to hopes for peace, the unification of the country, 
and independence. On August there was a big demon­
stration in Saigon in support of the Geneva Agree­
ments, and Nguyen Huu Tho was one of its organizers. 
But the police opened fi re on this peaceful demon­
stration . 
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ICble y•1ac1·wom ConpoTJIBJJCHllll.. C eecHht 1962 ro,na 
Hrycu Xb1y Txo - npe311.ll.CHT Hc!)O .. . 

He6o 3aT11H.y1111 Ty•111. Ha •111J1 HaKpanbIBaTb .ll.O>K,Llb. 
n pHWJlOCb yiiTll OOll 3aWll ry rrpeJllJleHTCJ<Oil XlDKllHbl. 

011a tLCBCJTHKa . Bce1 o .11.ac l\OMHUTbJ. Ha neperopoitKe 
MC)l(JlY KOMHaTaMll KpynHOMUCWT361LaJI K3pTa BbeT­
Ha~ta 11 nnau Cniiro1rn. Ha o.n110M KoHue crona 
nneTCIHUl KOp31111U c 'lai!HllKOM, 11a JlpyroM - Tpan-
31!C 1op111>1ii npl!CMHllK. 

ronop1rr H rycH XbtY Txo 6btCTpO. npaeasi pyKa 
oce opeM.11 u .£JB1t>l\e1-11111. EJie ycncea10 1an11cbrnaTb: 

- 3a 'ITO Mbl 6opcMc11, 'lero )lo61tnaeMc11? Ham11Ml1 
6oeBbrMJr Jl03yllraMll 6blJUl IC OCTatoTCll: 1-1am10-
HUJlbltaSl llClUBllCllMOCTb, .n.eMOKpanu1., ~mp II llCii­
TpOJlllTCT. B HllX HCT 1ur•1cro ceepXbecTecTBeHHoro, 
'J 1 o JUK01rn.1>1e npnna mo6oro cyaepettHo ro 1tapo.na. 
Gonce Toro, ace 01u1 uaw.1111 cBoe 'lencoe orpa)l(c1me 
e )KcHeBcK11x cornnweHHllX. 1954 ro)la. lfro 01ita'laer, 
B 'IUCTHOCTI!, Jl03yHr HCil11ntmrreTa? 3TO B nepny10 
0•1epe)lb llCOXO>K.ll.CHl{e B aoemible 6JIOKH, Jll(KnJl.LIJI UIUl 
1111oerpallllblX BOCHliblX 6a3, ItOpMaJlbHhle OTIIOWel~Ksr 
co DCCMll CTJ>H ~ltlMH H npe)l(,1.1.C ecero c coce,LVlMH, 
npmmnrc noMowu OT JUo6oii crpaHbl , ecJ11r JTa 
nOMOLilb He 06ycnonne11a Tpe6oua1-11urM11, orpa1·Htl11f­
ua1-01w1M111<aw cyucpe1t11TeT. IJiaBlLblM apernrrcreiteM 
H<l nyTll JlOCTIDKt!~JIH HUWCH KeJaUHCHMOCTlf J{BJTSTeTCS( 
BMCU1UTeJ1.bC1 no CWA. Mi,1 6y.ueM necrn 6opb6y .no 
OKOH'lilTeJTbHOro JlOCTI()KCllJU! HeJ3Bl£C•fMOCTll ll CB0-
60Dbl, CKOnbKO 6bl lla ')TO IHl noTpe6oea.nocb ClfJl ll 
JleT, 

BpeMSI ncTpC'lll nOAXOJlllT K KOI LUY· ti;o)K,Ltr.. ua•inn 
yruxaTb. I l ryeH Xb1y Txo. ynb1Ga>1t.:h, 11on.aeT MHe 
PYKY it rouop1n: « llo acrpe'l11 a Caiiro11e! » 4 epeJ 
HeCKOJLbKO ,llH.ei1 B naw OTµll.Jl np116b1Jl llOCblJlbH.blfl 
OT npc3t1Ae1na. 011 nepe.ua.n MHe MarHllTOC~OllHYIO 
JaOJfCb II TCKCT mrrepBbfO c Hryeu Xr..1y Txo. n ocTaBllB 
MOrlfltTOcjJOllllYIO JleITT)' ' BMeCTe c 6oii1.1aMlf .B napnr­
:lffHCKOil 3eMJLl{H.KC CJlywaeM rOJTOC npe1rr.ue1rra. 
H1.11ta11raeTClt HO'lb. r .ne-To PH.AOM HU!.faJTCSI apT06-
CTpeJI . .. 

npedcei)a111e111> 11pe311c)11y.ua 4K HOl/ llOllDJlbllOW (/Jpo11ma OCl/O, 

fio:HCoe11w1 IOJ1C11ozo B11c11111a.ua H i!)'ell X111y Txo 

Nguyen H1.111 Tho, Chairman of rlie Central Commilfee Presidium 
of tire National Liberation Front of Sour!t Vietnam. 

What followed? Prison u11d exile to a remote 
mountaint)US area in Phu Yen Province. Only in 
October 196 1, with the help of the local underground, 
Nguyen Huu Tho and his comrades regained their 
freedom and resumed their activities in the Resistance. 
Tn the spring of 1962 Nguyen Huu Tho became the 
President of the N.L.F. 

While we were t:.i lking, the sky became overcast and 
it began to rain. We bad to go into the presidential hut. 
lt was a small hut consisting of two rooms. On the wall 
between the rooms was a large-scale map of Vietnam 
and a plan of Saigon. At one end of the table was a 
wicker basket with a tea-kettle in it, and at the other 
end, a transistor radio. 

Nguyen Huu Tho spoke rapidly. gesturing with his 
right hand. l barely managed to write down his words ; 

" What are we fighting for, what do we want to 
achieve? The slogans of our struggle have always been: 
national independence, democracy, peace, and neu­
trality. There is nothing extraord inary about them­
tbese are the legitimate rights of any sovereign nation. 
What is more, they were clearly rellected in the 1954 
Geneva Agreements. Take the slogan of neutrality. 
What does it mean? First and foremost, non-adherence 
to military blocs, the abolition of foreign military 
bases, normal relations with all countries and, especial­
ly, with neighbouring countries, and the acceptance 
of aid from any country, provided that aid has no 
strings attached restricting our sovereignty. The main 
obstacle to our attaining independence is United States 
interfe rence. We sha ll fight on until we achieve complete 
independence and freedom. no matter how much effort 
and how many years this may take. " 

The rain had begun to subside, and it was time for 
me to leave. With a smile, Nguyen Huu Tho extended 
his hand and said " Good-bye, until we meet in 
Saigon! '' A few days luter a messenger from the 
President arrived in our unit. He handed me a tape 
recording and transcript of the interview with Nguyen 
Huu Tho. I put the tape on, and together with the men 
of that guerrilla detachment I listened in a small hut 
to the voice of the Prcside11t. It was growing dark, a nd 
shelling had begun somewhere nearby ... 



Hzyeu Txu Pt1Hb - CAat111aJ1 0011b Bbe11111a.11CKozo uapooa 

Ng11ye11 Thi Dinh, tire brave da11ghter of the Vietnamese people. 
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3aMeCTIITeJib eepxoonoro r nae110K0Ma11,1zyromero 

B OTj)ST).l., c KOTOpblM SI conepwarr Map w no OCB0-
60)!().l.CHl{blM paHO'H.SM, np116b1Jl CBK3HOii If nepe.nan 
naKCT. MHe pa3peu1etto Jl06paTbCj{ ).1.0 rnaeH.Oii 
CTaBKlf BOOp)'iKeHliblX CJ{J{ H<.DO, B3SlTb mrrepBblO y 
o.l{Roro 1£3 eoe1nn,1x mmepon <l>poHTa. 

BncpB1.1e Ha wecToi'i ro.n. noiiKbt e lO)!(UOM BbeT-

llaMe IHIOCTpatmoMy KOppecnoF1,ae1rry 6bUIO ,U3 1LO 
TltKOC p1npewemre. 51 TCpHitCJ( B .aoranKax: KTO MCHli 
llPHMCT? ,llo CllX nop HC 6b1Jtll JOBCCTHbl ,Aa)Ke llMCHa 
eocHHhrx pyKono.n11Tcnei1 H¢0, ec.1ru tte c•rHTaTb 
.AOMLICJTOB llCKOTOpb1xaMep1rKa11cK11x raJeT. PaJpewaT 
JTJI 3anr1carb 6ece.uy 11a Manurro1j10H. c.nenaTb ljloTo, 
OTCHSITb Kt(HOKa,np1>1? CnJ1.3HOii 1ta cnouax noJJc1uUJ, 
'ITO 11 Ha 3TO UK HCl>O AaJT cornacue. IloCJie uec­
XOJfbKllX YTOMJ!ieJTbllblX ncpexo.noe Mhl .no6pamtch .ll,O 
napn13aHcxol1 30llbl. r.ne paJMecrnnacb cranxa Bep­
XOBHoro rnaBHOKOMUli)zyJOLUero. 

B.nonb yJxoii Tponmam TmtyrcR pa:3ROllBeTHh1e 
Tencq101tHb1e npooo.n.a, y!o.-pennett}£hJe Ha cTDonax 
.o.epCBbCB. Hae TO II ).l.CJIO OCTUHaumrna10T lf3COBble: 
06MeHlroaeMCST napOilllMll. Jl,LleT nponepKa ).l.OKY­
MeHTOB. Ill BOT, HtlKOKCU, Ke6oJTbWOH nocenoK 113 
6aM6yKOBblX Xll>KllH, paJMeCTJlBWllXC$1 no.a; ryCTblM 
rmnecoM nepXHllX n:pycon Tpom1•1CCKl!X BeJ{l!KaHOD-
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The Deputy Supreme Commander 

I was on a march with an N.L. F. uniL in the liberated 
areas when a message came saying that I had been 
granted permission to go to the H eadquar ters of the 
N.L.F. armed forces and interview one of the military 
leaders of the Front. 

T his was the first lime since the war began in South 

Vietnam more than five years ago that a foreign 
correspondent had received such permission. I could 
not help wondering whom I was going to interview ... 
The names of the N.L.F. military leaders were nut 
known, though there had been specu lations in some 
of the US papers on that scQre. Would I be permitted 
to make a tape recording of the interview, lo use my 
camera or movie camera? T he messenger told me that 
the N.L.F. Central Committee had agreed to this too. 
After a difficult trek, which had to be broken up into 
several laps, we reached the guerriJla zone where the 
Supreme Commander had his H eadquarters. 

We walked along a narrow footpath parallel to 
telephone wires of different colours attached to the 
trunks of trees. Every now and again we would be 
stopped by sentries. Passwords wouJd be exchanged 
and our documents checked. Final ly, we reached a sma ll 
settlement of bamboo huts nestling beneath the dense 



.nepeBbee. HaacTpe'ly BblXOJUIT cpe.mmx neT Kpac1rnaR 
)!{eJLU.UtH.a B •tepuoii KpCCTbRHCKOii OJle'lK.UC, B caHJ1a­
mrnx « Jenax », c,nCJtaHHblX 10 runon0Kpb1wex -
caMOH y.no6Hoii 06ye11 napnnaucKoro KpaJ1. Ha wee 
1rneT'1aTbu"i nn.aroK ... 

- Hrye11 Tx11 )J.1IRb, - npei:tcraenReT ee wra61LOil 
oclmuep,- 3aMecn1Tenb Bcpxonttoro rnaBtLOKOMa11-
.uy10ULcro eoopy?KeilltblX c11n H¢0. 

Wra6-KBapntpa n 6yl())aJtbHOM CMblCIIe 11 urra6, If 

Keapn1pa. B ueHrpe XIOKllHbl - CTOJI. Ha HeM nllCTO­
JlCT. Tpa1n 1rcropl:lbti'i np11eMHJ.fK. Ha cr eHax Kap1 bl. 
C6oKy MC'lKAY ABYX cron6011 - napnoaucKaSJ 110CTCJfb: 
raMaK 113 napauuorttoro wenKa. B rny61mc -
6aM6y1WBb!lt Ton•1a11. BOT, OO)KaJtyii, I( BCe, ccmr HC 

C'1irraTb np11cTpo1mwerocst y nxotta nccrporo nonyrast 
Ero pcJK11e Kpmm TO 11 .UCJIO 11pepbllUUOT 6ece11y. 

)1(1!3Hb Hryett Tx11 J].HHb- 'lloroasc 1rc1op11R 6opb6bt, 
06bl'!1ta11 cy.nb6a ue·1 epu1ia ocuo60.n.i1 rcn bHOt o .uniriKc­
tuut o K)>KJIOM BbeTHaMe. Po.n.11JJach o 6CJlHOi1 
KpCCThRHCKOii CCMbe B npOUlfllUllll 6eH. 4e l3 ,LlCJlhTC 
MeKoHra D 1920 ro..a.y .YYaCTH 1ma An rycTooc1<0ii 
peBomou1111, nepnoro Co11por11eI1e101R. Myil<, OLl.11 11 
10 pyKODOJJ.tITeIIei1 no.LJ,110J1 bn, norn6 e TtOpbMe. 
Hec1<0JlbKO JleT Ha3a.Lt Otta nepC)!{llJta cine OlJ.llY 
TIDKeJtyto yrpaTy - He CTaJIO e.Qllf{CTBe~lHOro Cb!HU. 
n pe'lKllC 'ICM CTaTb JU!JlepOM II CeKperapeM OO}lllOJ!b-

upper tier or giant tropical trees. Here we were met by 
an attractive middle-aged woman wearing black 
peasant clothes and "zep " sandals made from tires, 
the most practical footwear in these parts. She wore 
a kerchief with a check pattern around her neck. 

A staff officer introduced her with the words: 
" Nguyen Thi Dinh. Deputy Supreme Commander 
or the N.L.F. Armed Forces." 

In the centre of the hut that served as her head­
quarters and home was a table. with a pistol and a 
transistor radio on it. Maps covered the walls. In one 
pa rt of the room. suspended between two posts, was 
a hammock or parachute si lk, the typical guerrilla bed. 
At the other en<l was a bamboo trestle-bed. That was 
a ll in the room. except for :1 bright-coloured parrot at 
the entrance. Its sh rill cries frequently interrupted our 
con versa Lion. 

Nguyen Thi Dinh 's life reflects the history of the 
liberation movement in South Vietnam. IL is typical 
of the life or the vetera ns or that movement. She was 
born into a poor peasant fa mily in Ben Tre Province 
in the Mekong delta in 1920. Nguyen Thi Dinh took 
part in the August Revol ution and in the first Resis­
tance. Her busband . one or the leaders of the under­
ground. died in prison. Several years ago she suffered 
another grievous loss. the loss of her only son. Before 
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lLOrCl o6KOMU 6ell 4e, npOlllJW qcpeJ TIOpbMbl, CCblJIKy. 
cypoBble 6yAllll 6opb6bt .B ycnOOIOfX .!UfKTHTOpCKOro 
pe)f(11Ma H ro .ll.11w. )J,beMa. A nOTOM 17 mraapJI 1960 
rona DOCCTUHltC B 6eH 4e, BO masc KOTOporo ceK­
pc1a p6 no.nnoJJbHOro o6KoMa H rye tt T 'm .ll.1ttlh. 

06 :noM 11 HJleT y 1-tac 6cce.u.a. I< ceroL1,H111 11HcMy 
JJ.Hl-0 Hae no3epa waeT cpo<tttasi .Qcnewa. H ryeH Tx11 
.ll.1tHb npoc1rr 113s1me1urn 11 yxo;un Ila KopoT1we 
coecwam1e. noroM MbJ cuona npoµo.mKacM pa3ronop. 

B 1960 ro.o.y noopy1KeftUl>te c1rnbt H<?>O, no cywe­
crey, npeJ.1,craemu111 co6oii pa3pOJ11eHttb1e napr1na­
ucK11e orpflll.bl. 

K H<l'taJJy 1968 ro.u.a Bepxontt.oe KOMa•Uloea1111e 
f-l (DQ pacnonarano no'n 11· MltJlJU(OHHoii apM11ei1 
6oituoe, KOM:lllJlllPOB llOJlKOB If 1.IJillH31llr perymtpHoii 
ApM1m ocB06o>K.nemrn, Tepp111 op11aJrbllblX 1Jac1 eil, 
tt.apom1oro onon4e11m1. napnna11 11 ,1.oruepc1roHHb1x 
rpynr1 no.nnonbw10<oe. Ha eoopy}f(c1um ApMHll 
oceo60i!\Ll,eH11SI ecrl> He TOJlbKO CTpeJJKOBOC opy->t<Ke, 
HO II paKeT110-1-tacr ynaTeJlbl!Oe. JCHICTltOC, npnrn­
n epmr. B nepu1>1e B 1968 ro.ny np11 arnKnx aMcp11Kan­
CKJiX yKpenJICHllLIX pattOHOU 6bIJlll npllMeHeHbl TallKll. 
BbrpOCJlO II MUCTepcTBO BOell8'taJ11>Il11KOB HapO.O.HblX 
eoopyjl(eHllbllt CllJI. 3ro OOKU.JaJlll "PYnllblC 1COM-

6mmpoBaHHblC oncpawrn o OKKyrn1po6a1mh1x cenb­
CKllX paiio11ax 11 ropo.uax, npe.!lnp11HKTb1e Hc!>O e 
1968 ro.ny. 

Hawa 6eceJla JlJ111n.acb HeCKOJlbKO ltacos. A JaTeM 
Mbt cHoaa Bblt11!111 Ha napnnaHcKyl-0 i-pony. Bnepe.n.1-1, 
KaK II ncer,ua, LUJTH ,UOJOpllbJe c aDTOMUTllMlf 11anepe­

nec. neplfbltt np1raan. Ycenlleb "PY>KKOM. )l,bIMITT 
tnrrapxn. Aocral-0 113 pK>KJaKa 11apr1nattcKy.a naMny 
- nonapoK 11erc111:1apt10ro noc11a'laJ1bHJ11<a. l<To-To 
'111pKaeT '3alt<HraJlKOil, ff Jl3MTI3 BC11blXlmaeT HpKllMll 
111blKaMll llJlUMCllH. 

becoming the secretary and leader of the Ben Tre 
underground regional committee, Nguyen Thi Dmh 
went through the ordeal of pri ons and exile. the grim 
life of a lighter against the Ngo Din Diem dictato r­
sh ip . A s the secretary of the underground regional 
commi ttee, she headed the Ben Tre uprising that began 
(111 January 17, 1960. 

She reca lled all lhis in our con ver sa tion, nnd it was 
only the arrival of an urgent message lhat brought us 
back to the present day. Nguyen Thi Dinh excused 
herself aml 1eft for a short conference. When she 
returned, we resumed our conversation. 

I n 1960 the N. L.F. armed forces were actually 
separate guerr i lla detachments. 

By eurly 1968 the N.L.F. Supreme Command hut! 
under it an army of nearly a million men. I t now 
comprises divisions and regiments of the regular 
L iberation Army. territorial units, the home guard. 
guerrillas. and underground sabotage groups. The 
L iberation Army, in addilion to small arms, has 
offensive missiles, artillery, and anti-aircraf t weapons. 
In 1968 tanks were used for the first time in attacking 
US fortified areas. The commanders of the people's 
forces bave also become more experienced, as sh own 
by the large-scale combined operations carried out by 
the N.L.F. in the occupied runtl areas and cities in l 968. 

Our conversation lasted for several hours. Then a 
group of us hi t the guerri lla t ra il again. As usual , 
a patrol went i n front w ith submachine-guns a l the 
ready. During the first halt we sat down in a circle for 
a smoke. From my knapsack r took out u guerrilla 
lamp, a gift from the commander I had just met. 
Someone pulled out his lighter, and in a m oment the 
lamp was burning cheerfully . .. 

0({>1111epc1.;oe y11111111111e B iJ:>1ey11Nu1x. Y•1amc,q ,1101to1Jh1e /..'0,11011-
tl11p&1 ApM1111 ocoo6o:J1Cde1111.'I 

A11 officers' scltool i11 the jwtl!le. Ymmg rommo11ders of lite 
Liberation Army study here. 









roeopHT pa,llHOCT8lll{llR (( Ocoo6oa..aeHUe » 

n o ueno•1Ke nepc.o.aua Hoeocrb: scTpentm1 ca113-
ttoro 113 cocen;tteii 'IOC't IL flapT1naHcKfUl 6a1a co:sceM 
PMOM. Ell.le tJac ncpcxo.ua, ll Mbt B ue6oJibDJOM 
nocenKe. yKp1>1BweMC1l no.a. rycrnti Kpo•mii MHOro-
11pycm1x Jl)f{YHrJTeil. HaeCTpc'ly ncceJJo csenn 01epKH 
orudl. 3TO II CCTb KOHe'ltfblii nyliKT MaprupyTa 
ReyJCOBllMast pa.n11ocTa11U1CJl « Ocoo6o)!(JleJtue ». 

HnM, rOCTj{M, npe.aoCTaoJutCTCll .ll)''lwee Mecro 
Ka61nceT ,nnpeKTopa. 3To nerKaa 6aM6yKoBal{ xmnui.a, 
6e3 CTell, OOll Hl(3KKM llanecoM. ,Ll,11peKTOp pa.rntoCT:lH­
u.mr Ti<.aHb Kmtb npc.1v1araeT Ha .Bbt6op TOO'JaH 10T11 
,..;e raMaK l!J 6aM6y1<0Bo.i1 APlll{Klf, J{8TITTfYTblH 

M~llY .a;nyx CTOJl60B. 
C YTPa « 3l<CKypcw1. » no noceJTJ<y, B xoTopoM 

paJMccnuracb napT1nauc1Ca11 ao.n.noJTbHan pa,1.1,1rn­
CTUHU.ltlt. ,Ll,1a<ropcKa.1t y)1<e 3aJUITa '!TeuaM11. CKBo3b 
CTeK.no, .B.AeJUtHHOe D 6aM6yKO.BYIQ XlOKKJiy, Dl(Jltlbt ~ex 
cocpe.noTo'leHH.bte m1ua. Boxpyr ll.CYMOJI'!Rhlii wyM 
QJLKa,n, nntu - TOT ca M.bl il, 'ITO DpeMC}{8Mlf BpbLBaeTC.11 
e .:itlmp, npJCrnywaJ£ ronoca .n;KKTopoB 11 MY3brxy ... 
Eme }{CMHoro, 11 Mbt e cnnTai:r cni:rTblX - Re6oni,woli 
JeMJUO-O<C, OTKy.Zla a Jqmp 11Ay·1 uepena'lu, 3apaHee 
3am1CalillblC Ila M3rBJITOQlOHllblC .fle!ITbl. 

- n o.o. JeMJTeil .llywHO, JJ.fllUKH.0. Ho pa6oTaTb 
MO)f{HO,- ronop1rr Mlle onepaTop E>a, nhrmpall 
xane;u,x11 noTa, BblCTyrumume Ha JJ:6y. 

- Tb1 111aewb, - cnpa11 nmaeT TXllllh Km£b,­
CKOJTbKO 'leJJoBeK pa6oTaeT Ha pa.n;HOCTaHUIUO E>u­
blf-Cll? Cnb1wc ccw1a.lluaT11 TL1c11•1, y aac >KC ncero ~ 
TblCJr'I)' pin MCHbWC. lll Me~ruo no:noMy Ka)l<.IJ.btii lf3 

aaw.Hx coTpy.nmnw& - y}{]faepcaJI B CBoeM poJJ.e. BoT 
JIJj{Tb MCIUI: .II ~r )lJIPCKTOp, I{ m11rrop, If pe,nal\TOp, u 
ecm1 noTpe6yeTcn, 11 KOppecnott,neITT, H 1ccnomutTenb 
n MYJbtKanbHO-.upaManr•1ecKJcx: nporpaMMax. 
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" This is Broadcasting Station ' Liberation ' " 

The news was passed down the line: a messenger 
from a neighbouring unit had told us that Lhe guerrilla 
base was now close at hand. After another hour's 
trudge, we reached a sma ll settlement hidden beneath 
the many-tiered crowns of the jungle. Pools of light 
gave us a cheerful welcome. This was the point of our 
destination; the elusive broadcasting station " Liber­
ation". 

The best accommodation available, tbe director's 
office, was turned over to us, the guests. This was a light 
bamboo hut without walls. The director, Thanh Kinh, 
offered me the choice of a trestle-bed or a hammock of 
bamboo strips strung between two posts. 

In the morning we went on a " tour" of the setUe­
menc, where the underground broadcasting station had 
been set up. The a nnouncers were already in their 
.. studio ". Through the glass that had been fitted into 
th is bamboo hut we could see them concentrating over 
their scripts. All around the cicadas kept up their sh rill 
chirpi ng; sometimes one can hear them in the broad­
casls, drowning out the voices of the announcers and 
the music ... And then we were taken to the small 
bunker from which the tape recorded programs are 
broadcast. 

" Here underground it's rather humid," operator 
Ba said co me, as he wiped the sweat from his brow, 
" bul we mznage. " 

'' Do you know, ,. Thanh Kinh asked me, " how 
many people work for the BBC? Over seventeen 
thousand! We have one-thousandlh that number. 
That's why every one of us is a Jack-of-all-trades. Take 
me, l am the director. an announcer, and an editor. 
If necessary, l also work as a correspondent or take 
part in musical and dramatic programs. " 



Pa,0Jroc1a1-1wut « Ocno6o:>KAeH11e » .neikrnye1 ~La 
1epp1!Top1111 l0>1moro Bi...eTlHIMa. VI He 6htno nocne 
I t~cBpanH I 962 ro11a ewe mr o,mmro mur, 'IT06b1 n 
"l<lmpe He 3By•1am1 CJTODa: (( tOBOplIT pa.lllfOCTUHUll.ll 
« 0cBo6o)!(Jlemre », a JaTeM aJ<KOpJJ.bt 6oe:Boro rnM11a 
H<t>OlOB. 

Kax y.uaeTcsr c61rrb c TOJTKY paA11onoKaTOpb1 
apara, noxa cexpcT, J<OTOpbtii He BpCMS! pacKpi...rna1 i.... 

3a .n,ro.fl{H.blM .nepeDmOthlM CTOJlOM, OOfll(BaJI 3ene­
llbtii '!ail, aeTepaHbl pa)lHOCTaua:1m paccKa3blaa1-0·r, 
KaK see tta•1anoch. 

Kor.ua 11,K H<bO~OB B 1961 rony nplD-UlJl. pe1ueH1fC 
0 C03,0.aH.lfll pU,llllOCTaRUlOI, nepaoe, 3a 'ITO B3.ltJlHCb, 
6hunt OOJICJ\lf lC JlOCTaDKa o6opyAOBaHltS!. 

K UIOJllO Ol{O 6hlJ10 y)f(e CMOUTl!pOBal:lo . .Ha•1am1ch 
nepBblC npo6H.ble nepe)la'!IL 3 TO 6b1m1 Alill HeJICrtOIX 
l!CnbtTaHJttt. 1'13 MUOrJ(X paiioHOB OT napnnali B 

OTBeT 1rn 3anpocbt 11p1tXOA1tm1 coo6wemm: nepe).l.a•m 
lie CJlbllJJl{bl. }II cuona AHll II l:l0'111 BOJUlCHllil. pa3-
.nyMni1, npo6. HaK01-1eu npuwmr AOnro:>K)la1u1i...1e 
TeJierpaMM.bJ cpa3y lf3 6011.bWJlllCTlla pa1'foHOB: « no3-
APaJJJUICM! CJtb111111MOCTb xopowa11! Do6e.ua! » 

Ceil•rac e)Ke.naemco a 3~mpe 1BY'lliT 6onee .o.ec11111 
nepena'l, }{ He TOJlbKO ua Dben1.aMCKOM, HO II Wl 
.lrlbt"Kax ocuoBliblX ttaui1011a11.bHbrx MeRbWIUlCTB IO>K­
uoro BheTHaMa. 

The " Liberation " broadcasting stalion operates 
on the territory of South Vietnam. And there has not 
been a single day since February I, 1962, that it has 
not gone on the air with the words " This is broad­
casting sta tion ' Liberation '"followed by the opening 
chords of the N.L.F. anthem. 

How the station succeeds i.n confusing the enemy 
direction-finders is for the present a secret. 

Over green ten served at a long wooden table, the 
veterans o f the station recalled how it had all begun. 

When the N.L.F. Central Committee in 1961 decided 
to set up the station, the first task had been to find and 
assemble the necessary equipment. 

By July the equipment had been mounted and the 
first trial broadcasts began. There were many setbacks. 
In reply to enquiries, guerrilla units in many areas 
replied that they could not hear the broadcasts. More 
anxious days and nights followed, with more hard 
thinking and tests. /\L last, from most of the areas at 
once, came tbe long-awaited telegrams: "Congratu­
lations on good reception! Victory! " 

Now there are more than ten broadcasts daily, and 
not only in Vietnamese, but also in the languages of 
the principal minority groups in South Vietnam. 

P )ln06od11111e.~1111e)l1101J11.1toio po<J11011e11mpa np1m11.11mo111 cooemcnozo ~ypuanucmo /1(1a11a J.Ue<JpoBa 

The amhur ll'ilh !lw directors of the evasive radio broadcasting centre. 





£(e11111 110 cso60()1101i ie.11111! IOJH:uow Bbe11111a1o1a y'la111c11 cmpo11111b 11osy10 JH:/131/b 

Children in tire liberated area in South Vietnam. 



Ha omooeBa111101"t Je.llAI' 1raAa:>1<:11aaemcx ,1111p11aR :11e11111b 

Back to peaceful work 011 laud recapwred from tire enemy. 

n peACTaBH.B OAHOJ"O U3 ,ll1fKTOpOD, Txanb KJ{){b 
cKa3aJI: 

- Xopowwll napel!h, Kcrnnc, :no ChIH Hryett Xb1y 
Txo, npc311.o.cl{Ta <l>po1tTa. BoT TaK o6a H Bo1010T: 
O.ZJ.Hll - 6olluoM, a Jlpyroll npe311.neHTOM ! 

YJc'HhKOii uenO'tKOli. noumaeM nereH.napH)'IO pa.rot0-
CTaHU1110, l( CHOB3, KaK IC MJIOfO LlHeli Ha3a)l. J!3 
rpail311CTOpa .D.OHOCIITC.ll JH.aKOMhlii ronoc: « ronopJIT 
panHoCTaHUllst « Ocno6o"'.netnrc » ... Cero.o.mr naTJHW­
n r'tecKHe c11.llb1 B H-CKOM palloHe K cesepy OT CallroHa 
HafOJrOBY pa361u111 6aTaJlbOR KapaTeJieH ». lOJIOC 
}'BepcH'RO npo6JmaeTCR CKD03b He)'MO.II'IHhUl wyM 
UHKa.o. 11 nemre nTHu. 

ronopHT pa.nttoCT311UllSI (( Ocno60)l(Ae1me » . • . 
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When introducing one of the announcers, Thanh 
Kinh said: 

" He's a good lad. By the way, he's the son of 
Nguyen Huu Tho, the N.L.F. President. Both of them, 
you see, are fighting: one as a soldier, the other as 
President! " 

We left the station in single file, and, as many days 
before, from our transistors came a familiar voice, 
saying: "This is broadcasting station ' Liberation '. 
In a certain area north of Saigon Lhe patriotic forces 
today routed a battalion of the punitive troops. " 
The voice came through loud and clear against a 
background of incessant chirping of cicadas and 
singing of birds. 



j],epes1111, 3eMnJI, Cso6o.a.a 
flHCbMa 8 uaweM. OTpl{AC no.rry•ra!OT PCAKO . .LJ.a H 

Te nona.o.aioT c10.Qa no c<racTJUrBOM)' coBna.aemuo 
rpy):IKblX. .o.opor napnl.3altcKoH "'1DJOt. Cero.o.1ur 
ae•1epoM CBll:JHOH, np116bmWJrn « orry.ua », npuBe3 
MSJleHbtmii Ko1mepnTK H npy<uur ero Xa10. PaAOCTHC. 
CBeTIITCJI JlliUO 6oihr.a npH nepBOM S.:Jrmme Ha KOK· 
eepT. Korna OK, IlOAO.l{BHUYliWl!Cb 6mrJKe J( Kepoc11-
uonoii naMne, n:a<rnttaeT <rlITaTb mtcbMo. rpo3HO 
C.D.lJlfratOTCSl 6pOBll. 

« 3.11panCTByii, noporol1 6paT. ITuweT Te6e ceCT­
pema JlaH , .st 3Hato, n.1 6LtJI B ttaw11x Mecnx. Tu 
BOT, Kor.o.a xapaTemr nanamr Ha .a.epesHJO, st 6wna 
3aXDatteua n nnen, pal£eHa, 6e)l(aJia .. . Me!ill Hawn 
pe6Jtra cMormc nepcnpaBJITb B Boe1£Hbu1 rocmnaJib, 
OTKYA3 SI It mswy Te6e DHCbMO. J13BJilllf 33 KpaTKOCTb, 
CTpllWHO OCJia6eJia. Paa.a OTKphlTaJl, OCKOJIOK noxa ne 
1tJBJie<reH. Ho Tbl He 6ecnoKoilcsi., He Ja6bmaii npo 
y•1e6y. Tnost Jla1[ ... » 

nau - Kpacunoe lfMSI.. flo-BbeTHaMCKH - OpXJJ,.Qea. 
- nocnymai:i, Xaii, a MLI Ire BCTpetfaitJICb c 3TOH 

.u.esyWJCo.it? - 06pama1ocb st re HeMy. 
- HeT, - orne<raeT OH,- KOrJJ.a Mbl 6h1Jllt B 3TOM 

ye3..cr.e, Jlutt ywna Ha CBK3b c CafironoM. 
- Bo apeMH 1caparenb1-toii onepaD)m nponm H­

CKoii .11,epe1nor,- paccxaJb1J1aer Xaii,-xapaTeJii-t ny­
cnuut cc anepe.o.H ce6x. Tor)la-To oHa 11 6h1n:a palleHa. 

- A n.1 noMlmWh JTy AepcBluo? - o6paiuaeTcst 
KO Mlle 0,.QlfH 1(3 60iiQOB.- flOMl{l{Wb naprnJa.HOK 11 

CTapywxy, B AOMe KOTOpoii Mhl OCTaltOBlUlMCb? 
n oMHHWb KapaTeJTbHYIO ooepal.J,HJO? .. . 

- Ko1te<i1to, noMlUO. 
Bpe3a.n:cx B nawrrh nepBblii JJ.eHl>, opo.sen.eHH.bill B 

:noi1 JJ.epeene. flo Ka )l(AaJIU CBll3Horo, 6oflllbt npS1Mo 
Jia ,l\Opore cem1 OT,.QOX}{YTb. )loKOCKTCll 3BYKJf Mapwa; 
KTO-TO no rpaHJl(CTOpHoMy npHeMBllXy crrywaeT 
pan.uocTalllU{10 « Ocso6o)KAeHHe >). flnatteT pc6eH.oK. 
Y1 3anax BJTa)l(HOii, pa30npeBrnei1 OT JJ.O)l(.neii 3eMmt. 
Ho 3Ta M1tpHu Kapnrna o6MaHLJHDa. B HecKOJTbKMX. 
KllJlOMerpax OT .o.epeBl[I{ aMepl{leaHClntH BOeHRblii 
nocT, c KOTOporo UeKOTOpoe npeM5' cnyCTK Wl'laJICSl 
« 06wuu.1ti » HO<rJ{OH apTo6crpeJI. Kor.n.a rn.a3a 
npMBblK:ITIC K TCMllOTe, 'IYTb '.BAaJIH jf pa3rJUlJ1,eJI 
DbITJtHynwuitcst K ycbmaRHOMY 3Be'.3,llaMJf 1te6y o6e­
mrcK. « 3To naMITT1IlfK apeno,llaBaTe.IUlM 11 y•1eH11KaM 
•taweii .nepeoeHCKOH WlCOJib[,-ofrMrcinrn MeCTHbLii 
napn13au,- norn6wuM npn OAHOii 1n 6oM6e:>KeK.» 

.. . ,AepeBHll ocBo6o:>K.D.ellil .nennb neT Ha3a,n. HeT 
6onbwe noMeuuucon, HeT CTapoctbt, a BCeM11 ,nenaMn 
ynpa1mstCT Bb16opn:h1H Mecn!hlii KOMlfTtT ct>pottra. Ott 
3atl11MaCTCJI I{ '3eMeJlbHOtt npo6JTeMoit, If WKOJIOii, H 

OOJllCTWleCKOH y•1e6oii. 
Bee 3eMJlli nepeAattbl KpecrbmtaM. B AHif Moero 

npe6b1Baltl{Sl 8 KpeCTl>HHCKOM COl-03C II KOMHTeTe 
<!JpOHTU ropll'IO o6cy)f(ll,aJUICb BOnpOCbl, pOiK.UeHHble 
HOBOil o6CTUHODKOii, rJJ,e D'llfrb 3eMJTIO ll.Jlll 6aTpaU,KUX 
11 6e.n1U1UKHX ceMei1. np11H1wai-011u1x al\nm1we y1Jacn1e 
n penomou.1rn. 

06 1irpapub1x. npeo6pa30naH11llx HauuomuTuHOro 
<llpoHTa ocso6mK.a.emu1 M1-te non.po6Ko paccKaJarut B 

rmUHIOll CTaOKe t)JpOHnl. nornM SI HMeJl B03M0)1(· 

The ViUage, Land and Liberty 

Letters reach our unit on rare occasions. Usually, 
they do through a happy coincidence of the comings 
and goings aJong the difficult footpaths that the 
guerrillas trudge. This evening a messenger from 
" there " brought a small envelope for Hai. The 
soldier's face lit up as soon as he set eyes on the 
envelope. But when, having moved closer to the kero­
sene lamp, he began reading the letter, his face assumed 
a look as black as thunder. 

" Hullo, dea r brother. This is your younger sister 
Lan writing. I know you have been to our pa rts. Well, 
when the punitive troops attacked our village, l was 
wounded and taken prisoner, and then J escaped ... 
Our lads managed to get me to a military hospital, 
where I am now writing this Jetter. Excuse me for 
being very brief, but [ am terribly weak. Mine is a 
splinter wound, and the splinter has not yet been 
removed. But don't worry, and be sure to keep on with 
your studJes. Yours, La n ... '' 

Lan is a pretty name, which in Vietnamese means 
"orchid.'' 

" Look, Hai, " I asked him, " didn' t we meet the 
girl?'' 

"No," he replied, "when we were in that district, 
Lan was away-she bad been sent on a mission to 
Saigon." 

" During a punitive operation against a certain 
village, " Hai explained further. " the enemy troops 
drove her in front of them. That was how she came 
to be wounded. " 

" Remember the village? " one of the soldiers asked 
me. " Remember the guerrilla girls and the old woman 
at the house where we stayed? And the punitive 
operation? ·• 

Of course, I remembered them ... Especially tbe 
first day in that village. A~er a stren uous march 
lasting many hours, we had at last reached the village 
where we were to spend the nigl1t. While we waited 
for the messenger, the men sat down on the road to 
rest. l could hear a marching song: someone was 
listening to " Uberation" brnadcasting station on a 
transistor radio. Somewhere a baby was crying. And 
there was the odour of the wet, rain-soaked soil. It was 
a peaceful scene, but the peace was deceptive, for only 
a few kilometres away from the village was a US 
miLitary post, which soon began its "routine" night 
shelling. When my eyes grew accustomed to the 
darkness, I discerned an obelisk rising towards the star­
studded sky. "This is a monument,·· explained a local 
guerrilla, " to the teachers and pupils of our village 
school who were killed in one of the bombing raids. " 

The village had been liberated nine years ago. There 
were no longer landlords, and there was no longer a 
village headman- the administration was in the hands 
of an elected loca l committee of the N.L.F. le dealt 
with the land problem, the school, and political 
education. 

All the land had been handed over to the peasants. 
When I was there, the peasant unio11 a11d the N.L.F. 
committee were heatedly disc11ssing some of the 
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HOCTb tta MeCTUX H:a6mo,naTb pcJynbTaTbl npOBO.lllfMblX 
MeponpHJJT11ii. IOiKKOBbCTHaMcKrur ,llcpeBM, ce co­
UJH\ JTbHbl ii cocTaJJ 3a noc11e.nH11e ro.nb1 npeTepne;rn 
I ny601me ll3MCHCJ11Hl. f( JlCTy 1968 ro.na B peJyJTbTaTe 
K01llJntc1rnJJ,UH 3eMeJ1b npeJlaTeJ(ejj II KOJ1a6opam101m­
CTOU KPCCTbllllC nony111unc OT HapOD,llOlf Bnacnr BO 
npCMClllLOC llOJ1b'.lOBall11e 11m1 B co6CTBeHJIOCTb CBblWe 
2 MJlH. ra. Ba>KHblM waroM stn1u1acb OTMe11a uanoron 
cai:t rOHCKoro pe>KllMa II orpaHlt'ICHllC apeH,QHOii nJlUTbl 
20-25 npouc11TUM11 c ypo>K<UI. Bee 3TO np11aeno K 
pe3KlfM C.llBllraM B COUllUJlbllOii CTpyKrype .nepeBHll: 
11c•1e3aeT 1rnacc KpynttblX JCMJ1CllJ13.llCJ1blleB. 

PattbWC 6aTpatrn l'I 6e.n11mc11 cocTaBJUTnJt .no .nnyx 
TPeTeii icpcCTbllHCl13a, u ccpc.nlUlKI< - OKono TPCT11. 
Ceu•iac 1rnpn uca 1(3MCmrnacb. Ccro,ru-u1 s ocso6mK.neH­
llbLX paHottax cepemtlfKI[ COCTaJ3JTlUOT )]Be Tpent 
11accne1urn. 

. . . r l(e-·ro o,naneKe rpOXO'IYT B3pb1Bbl. 06cTpeJ111-
na10T .uopory. A 3a nacnex cKono•1eHHblM cTonoM y 
Kepoc1monoil 11aMnh1 n ceJTbCKl£X npH.Topo.uax CaiiroHa 
CHJUIT KpCCTblULe, napn!3U~lbl II ropll.110 o6cy)K)l.alOT 
,L1.epcse1{CKllC JJ,CJTa, CTpol!T nna llbl }fa 6y.nyLUee. 

He6011&11101i Kpectnbll/ICIWii Pl>lllOI: 8 oouoii llJ OC8060:>1eoe/lf/blX 

oepe8eHb 

A makeshift market i11 a liberated village. 

problems arising out of the new situation, such as the 
problem of how to p rovide with land the fa rm 
labourers and poor peasants who had been active 
in the Revolution. 

r had been told all about the agrarian reforms of the 
N.L.F. at its headquarters. In my travels I was able to 
observe the results of these measures. The villages in 
South Vietnam and their social composition have 
undergone profound changes in recent years. By the 
summer of 1968 the people's government had given 
the peasants fo r their temporary use or as their 
property more than two million hectares ofland, which 
had been confiscated from traitors and collaborators. 
Other important measures were abolition of the taxes 
imposed by the Saigon regime and restriction of rent 
to 20-25 per cent of the harvest. All this has drastically 
changed the social structure of the village, since the 
class of big landowners is disappearing . 

ru the past the farm labourers and poor peasants 
accounted for up to two-thirds of the peasantry, while 
the middle stratum made up one-third. Now the picture 
is different. In the liberated areas the middle stratum 
makes up two-thirds of the population . 

. . . From somewhere in t he distance came the sounds 
of shelling. The en.emy was shelling a road. But here, 
not far from Saigon, peasants and guerrilla fighters 
were sitting at a table hastily hammered together and, 
in the light of a kerosene lamp, were earnestly discuss­
ing village affairs and making plans for the future . .. 
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Mo11ax11 11a nepeAOBOH 

)lonro npHWJlOCb .ao611paTbCS{JIO BClJWllHbl ruraITT­
c1mro xonMa 6a )leH (4 epH<Ul )J(elu11111-1a) MOJJO­
JJ.OMY CTpUHHlfKy-6orOMOJ(bUy. « f ocnOJIJI, Kp8COTa­
TO KaKai!! »-TOJlbl\0 II 11po11311ec OR, orm1)l,eDWllCb 
n01rpyr. llepe3 113yMpy.1.t1 lb1ii xonb1U1auurncJ1 no.n 
nerpoM Konep pttCOBbIX no11cii JJ.O ca~10ro rop11'3011Ta 
.npo rn.Hynacb c11HlUl JJCHTa Mory•1cil pcK11. CTpaH~lllK -
cro 'JD<UlH Xoall - none> B cso1-0 tlPHHY>O cyMy, 
'IT06bl .noc·1 UTb ll.Cllbnt Ha npllHOWCHllC 6oruM, II 

3HMCp ... no.rt ropo10 pa3,QaJicn TpeCK aBTOMUTKblX 
o •1epe.ne i1. 

<( OrurrL no1010T 3Tlt ttec•1acmb1c « llbCTK011r11 ». 
focnOtlll. J\OIIrO nJI eLUe 6y.neT mfTbC!I KpOBb HU 

ttawei1 JcMnc? » - 110.uyMaJI 011. CJI0)1(11s no-6yti­
n1ulcK11 pyK11, H.B'lUJJ npo ce6J:1 11onTopS1Tb MOm£TBy: 
« Cnac1t 11ac, liy.n.na. 01 HnnaC'reii 1£ 6a1tnHTOB, 
IOtCnOUIJIH l ta JeMJUO Mltp - . - » 

. .. Mb1 cliµHM 11a orpOMllOM, csaneHHOM B3pb1BHOH 
BOJlliOtt ,nepcnc. n epe,LIO MllOIO C Kapa6mlOM JU 

nne•10M. B •1epHoii KpccTbSIHCKoii KypTKe - Xoa11. 
6oeu uaU1ero 0Tpn.nc1. 4To )KC Jac-raauno ero 1r 
M~tnmcoui.1 .npymx 0epy1-0w11x BJSITb B pyK11 Kapa61111 
11 waruTb no TPY.illlblM napnnal{cKltM TponaM ? 

B fO)KHOM BbeTHaMe pemfflf03H.Llii nonpoc .D.a.DHO 
CTan nomLnt•tecKlfM. Wupoxoe 6yAA11HCKOe aKTit­
npaBHTenbcTeeuuoe JUllf)l(eH11e e 1963 rony SllntJIOCb 
npoJtoroM co6b1TJtf1, np1mc.uw1cx. K cBep>KeH1110 pei1m­
Ma ll.m<Tarnpa Hro ,ll.1tttb )l,heMa. 4To6b1 no1urrb 
crro>KJtOCTb pcrum103HOro eonpoca, ,llOCTaTo•mo 03-
11.axoMHTbcn c co»pc:MeHHblM nono>KemreM. M110-
ronel\Oll3JI TpaJlJ1U!Hl yDa)l(emrn K py,!l,1\llHCKOMY x.puMy 
coxp<HlHJta :ny, a OT,llCJibUble nepl!0,11,bl e,£1JHICTBeHHyt0, 
OITTI03HUJl10 BCSIKOMY 11le·1 y. nonoMy MHOflfe BbCT­
HaMUbI - He 6yLU1HCTbl B aH.KeTe nepe,ll nyHKTOM 
<t nawa pem1rno'3H:ur npl1HaJl)1e)f(l{OCTb » rucwyT: 
« 6y,llD,HCTbl l). 

Ho Ha116011ee oprali113oaattHoii pemmto3HOH c11noii 
n fO)l(H.OM 8beTHaMe '1DJillJOTC.sJ xaTom1KJ1. Mx oKono 
nnyx M11J1mtoHOB •1eJtoeeK. OpttaKo emunu1e xaTom1-
KOB Ra OCTaJlbH.Oe RaCeJJetme lleBeJIHKO. 

Kor ,Aa SI no a an e ,ll.epeneucxfili xpaM 6orocTpo11-
renell - Kao.n.a11CTOB, TO B nepBble MJCHYTbl MHe 
noi-:a3aJIOCb, 1LTO 11ax.o:>KyCb H3 KaKOK-TO BblCTaBKC. 
Ha amape ao coccJJ,CTBY AJ'Yr c ,n,pyroM aocce,lla.nlt 
lth1cyc Xp11croc, 6y.L1.£1a, I<ott$yD.Hii, Jlao ll,3br u 
uenbu1 p11.n ~yrnx 6oroa, rrpe.o;cTaBIDIBruux caMble 
p:l31llf'lab1e pemmtK MHpa. Etue 6onhllle Jt 6b1.n 
YAltsllel{, KOrl~S CBl!WeHllOCny)l(HTeJtb B 'iHCJie « CBR­
TblX » 3TOH 'ilfCTO BbeTitaMCKOH no CBOeMy npo­
lfCXOJK,UeHJUO pemtnm ynOM.llliYJI B11KTopa r.oro, 
)f(aRHy ti'ApK, ueKOTOpblX KlnaiiCKHX Ii BbeTHaMCKKX 
11cTopi1<1ecK11x ACll.Tt"J1eit H ace-TaKtt ll. 1:1axo,1umc11 u 
pemrn103HOM xpaMe. 0.llJfa U'J Kpyn.ueltwliX no 
<JMcny sepy1oumx BbeTHaMCKaR pemmrn Kao)l.aii 
(« BcpxoBllblii .a.oopeu ») 3apo,ll11nacb B ,nea.nu.an.tx 
ro.D.ax ttawero eeKa. B Te ro,llbl MHonte B Caiirotte 
yeneKaJIHCb MOJJ.HhLM TOrAa cn1tpun13MOM. Ha 6a3e 
O,llttoro 113 Kpy)l(KOB « cmqnrros » Bblpocna liOBaSI 
pemmu1. ITocTene111to o6pa30BaJIC.sJ ueJlbni annapaT 
CBSJ1Ue~mocny)K11Teneii ll caMO BepoyqeHHe, npH.3bl-

Monks at the Front 
It took some time for the young pilgrim to climb to 

the top of the big hill known as Ba Den (" The Black 
Woman "). " Oh. how beautiful, " was aU he could 
mumble to himself as he looked around him. As far as 
his eyes could see there stretched an emera ld carpet of 
rice paddies intersected by the blue ribbon of a mighty 
river. The pilgrim- his name was Hoan-began looking 
in his pouch for some money as a token of his piety and 
suddenly froze ... From the foot of the hill came the 
unmistakable sound of bursts of submachfoe-gun fire. 

" The wretched Vietcong again, " he said to himself. 
" Oh, bow much longer will the blood flow on our 
soil?" The pilgrim fo lded his arms in Buddhist 
fashion and began saying his prayers : " Deliver us, 
Budd ha, from misfortunes and banclits, and bestow 
the blessing or peace upon us . - ... 

We sat on an enormous tree felled by a mighty 
explosion. With me, a carbine slung over his shoulder, 
sat Hoan in a black peasa nt jacket, one of the men of 
our unit. What had prompted him, like millions of 
other believers, to take up a carbine and set ouL on the 
d Lfficult guerrilla trail? 

The religious issue in South Vietnam has long become 
a political issue. The broad anti-government movement 
of the Buddhists in 1963 was a prologue to the events 
that led to the overthrow of the Ngo Din Diem dictator­
ship. To grasp the complexity of the religious issue, 
one has but to consider the present situation in South 
Vietnam. For centuries now the Buddhist faith has 
often been the only form of opposition here to an,y 
oppression . That is why many Vietnamese who are not 
Buddhists, when filling out forms, give their religion as 
Buddhism. 

The most organized religious force in South Vietnam 
arc the Catholics, of whom there are about two million. 
But they have little influence on the rest of the popu­
lation. 

When J once visited a village temple of the Cao Dai 
faith, I had the im pression tha't I had come to an 
exhibition. Seated alongside of one another on the 
altar were effigies of Jesus Christ. Buddhu, Confucius. 
Lao-tzu and a host of prophets representing the most 
diverse religions of the world. My astonishment was 
even greater when the priest, listing the "saints ·• of 
this purely Vietnamese religion. mentioned Victor 
Hugo, Joan l'f Arc, und certain Chinese and Vietnamese 
historical figures. Still, this was a temple. The Cao Dai 
(" Supreme Palace '') faith, which bas one of the biggest 
followings in Vietnam, arose in the 1920s. In those 
years in Saigon many were attracted to spiritua lism, 
and from one or the spiritualist groups the new religion 
emerged. Gradually there arose a whole Cao Dai 
clerical order and religious faith, a faith which calls for 
belief in another world, and in universal harmony 
and peace. The Cao Dni order procluimeQ itself a 
world religion and included in its pantheon nearly all 
the deities of the other major religious faiths. At present 
the number of the faithful, according to ~ome sources, 
reaches two million. All the twelve Cao Da i sects are 
fo und in the Mekong delta and in nearby areas. The 
Cao Dai Pope, Pham Cong Tac, died in exile in 
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na10LU,ee K nepe D noTycTopo1nrnii MlfP, KO Bceo6iueMy 
cornacmo H MHpy. Kao.n.aHJM nocnew1m o6bj{BIITh 
ce6lI MHpODOH pemtrHeli H BKIDO'iliJJ B CBOtt naRTeOH 
no'ln1 lJCex 6oron .llpymx Kpym{btX pemrmit B 
HllCTORUleC BpCMR 'iJICJJO KaO,llaHCTOB, no HeKOTOpblM 
.naHHbtM, .a.ocnrracT .llBYX MJ.tru1110Ho:a qenoneK. Bee 
,llBCll.a.lll.laTb CCKT )leiiCTBYK>T B OCHOBHOM B ,neJtbTC 
MeKOHra K B 6mrJJte)l(awux OT Kee paiioHax. n ana 
Kao.n.aHCTOB <1>aM Kottr TaK yMep B HJrnamrn a 
KaM60.D,)l(e B 1959 ro.n.y. flepe.n CMepTblO OH 311Bell.(aJl 
npot10IDKaTb 6opb6y '.la corn:ac1te cpe,LIH BbeTHaMl.leB 
lt Mllplioe 061,e.n1oteH11e crpaHb1. HoBoro naD.hl noKa 
RCT, a .nyxo1rn.a.11 scpxywKa pacKononacb ua PM 
rpynn11pOBO IC CUMblX paJllil'IHblX noJU1nr•1eCKJlX 11an­
panne1mH. 

B .aenbTe MeKoH ra cpc.n11 KpecTbllHCKHX Mace 
,nonoJJbHO norrym1pHa Cll.(C OAHa pem1nmJ1-tan no11y­
MllCT11'1ecKaR opraHl!JaU~IR, c p1nyanaMll ceKTaHTCKllX 
o6LU.ecrn - Xoaxao. 01rn Hac•11LTb1naeT tte MeHee 
aoJryM11nn1101La np1tBep)l(e1:tuea. Ee coJJlaTeJTb 11 

n1-1.o.ep norn6 e ro,u1.>1 aepuoro CoaponlBneinur, K ,n.o 
CJ.fX nop 'HeT e,a,1nwro apecMHJlKa. 

"1MeJOTCSI B IO>K1tOM BbeTHUMe JI rrporecTaHTbl 
(oKono mrntn.ecITT1r TbtCR'i), MYCYJlhMaue (oKono 
TpllAuanr TblC.ll'i), MHoro•mcne11Hh1e cenb1, nomnrn­
urnec$f Ja nocne,n1me ro)lbl, o6ll.(eii 'llfCJJem1ocTbfO s 
l{CCXOJlbl<O ,necJll"KOB TblCR'i nepyJOll.lKX. y 60JlbWHH­
CTBa !l3JVIOHaJlbHbJX MeHbWJffiCTB rop1l0ro nnaTo 
T3iirycl-l coxpaHRfOTCll aH11M1rCT1t'feCK11c sepoBaH~lR. 

C nepBbtx .roreli caoero 06paJ0Bam1.11 HauuoHaJlb­
Hhlii <1>POHT OCB060)1(llemrn npoBOJrJlaC1{JJ ceo6ocy 
coeecnt JI sepoucnonc.u,nl·tlHI, paDHonpaa11e pemtr11ii. 
CoTH11 xpaMoD lf uepklleH n oc.ao6m+<ZJ,eHH:btx. paiiouax, 
pa3pyrueHHbrX aMep111<aRo-calrroRCKOTI apMJ!eH, 6b!Jlll 
BOCCTaRoeJieHbl c nOMOWbJO eapOD,HOil BJJaCTJI. 
PacnopSOKe1meM <1>pOllTa KaTeropu'feCKH JanpciucHbt 
npecne.u.oeamut Ja pemu-11rn0Ju1:.1e yoe)l(A~lfJI, pa3-
)1(11ram1e perurrnoJJWH BpruK.D.bl. 4aCTb BllJJ.HblX 
pemmtoJHblX nes1.Teneii acTa.na s p1t.u,1:.1 Hcf>O. C 
Hel<OTOpblMl'I 113 HHX SI BCTpe'laJlCR. 

B >KCJTTOM o.nem11m, XYJlOH, Mono,n.olr c a11.o.y 
no<rreHllhlH 60~1Ja TxHTb TXJceu Xao o nepBbl~ 
MOMeHT np0lt3DCJ1 Ha MCH$! JmC'f3TJlCl{lle MOJl"'laJltl­

BOro, nrx.oro OTWCJiblH1K3, HO Kor.a.a J1 YCJlbJWan: ero 
pelfh, nornm - nepe.uo Mltoit TpH6yH, 6opeu. naTp1rnT. 
CTsrTbµ.ec.11.T neT cnoelt IKHJHH OH oT.u.an pemmrn. 8 
6yA)lllHCKlltt xpaM npHWeJI MaJJMJn<OM. 8 1954 ro.a.y 
ero npononc.u.11 cnywam1 npKXO)l(aHe CaHroHa. Ha 
0,l{KOM H3 Cl>CJ,llOB OH 6h!Jl ll36pa.H npe3HJleHTOM 
6yJll(TrilCKOlt aCCOIJ,lfaUJm JllOKXOa. n o'iTCHHblii 60lna 
XITTb Tx11eH Xao n DllTb,nec.111 Tp1< ro.na noKlf.HYJJ 
CaiirOI{, ywen B Jl)kyKrmt 11 cTaJt BlfUe-npeJJIJJ.eHTOM 
HauirottaJthKoro <Ppmna ocBo6o)K)leHJUL 

Jhmep JTeBblX KaTOJUO<OB - npeno,na.BaTeJJb JzyXOB­
HOif cewmapml 3KeHT, Blt.LJ;KbUl xaTOffil'leCKllii 
Ae'1TCJTb )ilocmf> Mapmr Xo Kye .Ga. EM)' 6oJJee 
ceMJUJ,CCJITH JtCT, KO on ew.e OOJIOH CFUI Jl He TOJJbl\O 
ycnewtto cnpaBAAeTClI co CBOHMH oGinarruoCT5fMll 
B pyKOBOJJ.CTlle <l>poHTa (Xo Kye 6a - 'iJJe11 U.K 
H<1>0), KO H ycnesaeT 'ilfTllTb npo110Be.mc, BhlCTynaTb 
B ne'iaTM e pa30611a'tCtOCSIMJl ,.o.eiiCT.Blltt llMCpl()(llHCKllX 
lfHTepBCKTOB. 
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Carn.bodia in 1959. _Before his death he appealed fur 
continued struggle tor accord among the Vietnamese 
and for the peacefu l unification of the country. There 
has bee.n ~o new Pope since then, a nd the senior clergy 
are split into several groups belo nging to the most 
diverse political trends. 

There is another fai rly popu lar religious org.inizution 
among the peasants of the Mekong delta. This is the 
somewhat myst ic Hoa Hao. with its own rituals. Its 
followers number nt least half a million . The fou nder 
and leader of the Hoa Hao lost his life m the year~ of 
the first Resistance, and no single successor has 
emerged as yet. 

.1 n South Vietnam there arc also Protestants (about 
!Ht~ thous~n~) . Moi.lems (about thirty thousand), and 
various rel1g1ous sects that have arisen in recent years 
and have a total following of several tens of thousands. 
Most of the minority groups inhabiting the Tay Nguyen 
plate<iu have animistic beliefs. 

As soon us it was formed, the National Liberation 
Pront proclaimed the freedom of conseiertce and 
r~ligious worship. and declared all rel igions equal in 
rights. The people's government restored hundreds of 
temples and chun:hes in the li berated areas destroyed 
by US and Saigon troops. Persecution on religious 
grounds or fanning of religious enmity was banned by 
the Front. A number of prominent religious leaders 
have joined the N.L.F., and I have met several of them. 

Thic.h Thien Hao, a thin, youngish-looking Buddhist 
m~nk m yellow robes, a t first struck me as a quiet and 
reticent person, a lmost a recluse. But when I later 
heard him speak in p11hlic, I rP.nlizP.rl that he was 11 born 
orator, a fighter, and a patriot. Fifty years of his life 
were devoted to religion, for he bad entered a Buddhist 
temple as a boy. In 1954 he preached in Saigon. Al one 
of the congresses he was elected President of the Luc 
Hoa Buddhist Association . At the age of 53, the highly 
esteemed Buddhist leader. Thicb Thien Hao, left 
Saigon for the jungle to become Yice~President of the 
National Liberation Front. 

The leader of the left-wing Catholics is Joseph 
Marie I-lo Que Ba. nn instructor al the Dieng Seminary. 
This prominent Catholic leader is over seventy, but is 
still full of vigour. Besides carrying o ut his many duties 
as a member of the N.L.F.'s Central Committee, he 
preaches a nd contributes articles to the press exposing 
the actions of the US interventionists. 

The spiritua l leader of the Tien Tluen sect (a Cao 
Dai sect), Nguyen Van Ngoi, also arrived in the 
liberated areas in 1960. together with his closest 
associates. 

The Cao Dai military leader, Huynh Thanh Mung. 
heads his own battalion in the patriotic forces. rn his 
white shirt, black tie, and cocked hat, this short and 
surprisingly rumble officer is greatly respected by his 
comrades. In 1962. together with a number of other 
Cao Dai officers, he founded the Committee for Peace 
and Co-Existence, and be assumed the leadership of 
the national ist nrmed fo rces that joined the Liberation 
Army. 



Bcrymcn B 1960 rOAY B ocao60iKJJ.eHHbte pafio~Lbt co 
CBOUMJf 6m-1>KaHWllMI-{ nOMOllllfHKaMJr IC LlYXOBl{bl il 
rnana xaoJJ.aHCTCKoii ceKTbI « T aeHTXJreJL » - Bbrco­
'taiiwuii cn.ruuemtocJTy>1<1nem HryeH BaH Hrofi. 

BMecTe co CBOICM 6aTaJTbOHOM cpaJKaeTcJI D pMax 
naTpl10TOB BHAltblii KaOAaJ(CTClOOJ BOeUJILlii µen rcnb 
X JOJOlb TxaHh M bll:lr. B 6eJToil py6al.JJJ\c, YcpHOM 
raJtcTyKe, B wrume-Tpcyromce, 3TO"T HCBblCOKOro pOCTa, 
YAl{BJtTeJTbHO >KllBOll otp11ucp nonbJyeTcn 6onbWllM 
AOBCplleM CBOllX: TOaap1cweil. B 1962 rDAY BMeCTe c 
APYrlfMll Kao;ta11cTc1<1tMJ1 o~lmlepaMJr OR ocaosan 
KoM11TeT 3a Mlrp 11 cocywecTBOBamre, :no3rnae1rn 
OAllOBpCMCH}LO 1Lawcomur11CTJ['lec1me noopy>KCUHblC 
CIUfhl, Bmmw11ecn n ApMJUO OCB060)KJJ,eIULJI. 

Jle Tx11 JKJ1eur 11 ee TooaplllUH 

Ee n :rnnoM111r11 ·raKoli, KaKaJJ: Olli ua 3TOM CHHMKe, 
1<a1<ofi ocTaHeTCJI oHa n naMstnr MJmm1ouoa. ronona 
c yJTo)KetDlblMll Hfi3ilA TeMrr1>1M1t eonocaMa, •1yr1:. 
OTKtntyTa lUl'.l:l.,11. 60Jibl ll lre Kap11e rna3a, npocToe 
OTKpblTOe .n11UO ·Kpecn,mn<H, KUKlfX HeMa.rro MO:il(HO 
BCTpCl lrTb Ha CU MOM Kpa10 BbeTHaMCKOK JeMJfl( -
noJCyoCTpolle l<aMay. Cno1<oi1HaJI, 06pa1uew1asr K 

co6ece,comKy pc'lb... 11'3 copoKa 1pex neT ')l(l!Jlill 
.TlB3.!1UUTt.. I plf - noJIHUJI OllUCHOCTeH H JTHIJ ICHtrii 
6opb6a, B KOTOpyl-0 ona DCT)'ITTUUI MOJIOAeHhKOii 
.llD3Jll.4llTtUICTHeli natuocoiL. YYacnmua AnrycTOB­
cKoro nocCTaHll!f 1945 roAa, napT1naaKa, no.nno!Ch­
u.url.lll, 'IJtCH UK H<l>O ... A noTOM cHosa napnoax­
CKHii 1<palt, TPYAllbte ro.nbL no,nnoJJbt-Wii 6opb6bt 1c 
CMepTb, MY>l<CCTBeHtt.aJI CMep1" B npe.ll.I[Bepblt rpo3-
lfblX IC3.D,BHra1-0l111fXCR co6bt I uii , KOTOpt..IX Olia TaK 
'lK.QaJTa. 51 .no c1tx nop cnoeHo CJTbLWY CJtoea Jle Tx11 
)!(11c1tr, KOTopi..1e oua noBTopJIJIU ua M1mrn:rax 11 s 
6eceAax : 

« Mbt Ctlle .llOiKJ.lCMc.11, Koma aMep1[J{a1luaM np11JteTcH 
3auu111laT1>Cst n caMOM Caiiroue, KOrAa rra.u. Cail­
ronoM 6YACT pcnTb 31{UM!l Oc1106mKAe1-11tll » ... 

Olia tLC no;irnna nccro HeCKOJibKO Ltacoe JJ.O roro, 
Korna II ropo.D.e 11a,1a11ocb ttapo.11noe soccTami:e H n 
CTOJTltuy uopoa1111cb 6oenbre no.upaJ.a;enemrn ApM1111 
OCB060>KACHllll. .. 

B HO% c 31 s111 oapi1 Ha 1 cpcapann 1968 r . )Knear 11 
cc TonapnLWr 6blJllL paccTpemmi,1 no np11KaJy cail­
roHCl(Oi1 oxpaJIKlr. 0 1m nonam1 o 3aca;zy uaKa11y1-1c 
cpenpaJtbCKoro HUCT)'nneHJrn ua ropoJl.. 

AMCptrKUHCKOe KOMaJUlODarnrc, l<OTOpOMY 6blJIO 
113.BCCl HO 0 rOTOllllWIDCCSI aTaKax, nhJTaJIOCb mo6011 
UCH:Oi1 110.IT)''lHTh , QlllLt..le JlalHlblC 0 naTe II rnamcoM 
11anpaeneH1ur yAapa. Co0Gw.11Tb Morna Haxo.i:umwaJt­
cJI e nnetry Jle T xrr )1(1cc1-1r. Morna, HO l{e cJJ.ena.na 
3Toro. necMOTp.11 11a nhtTKJI. H Kor.a.a B Caiirott 
nocTyn11m1 C006UlCllllll 0 TOM. 'ffO FLaCTynnCltllC 
11a•1aJ1ocb, Jlc Tx11 )l(ueH1 If ee Tosapmueil paccTpe­
mum. 

AMepHlWHCKOe KOMalUIOBaIU!e YTJ1ep>1<,!laJ10, '!TO 
1uic,-ynne1-uce 6b1no .nenoM 1rCKJt10'llrTeJrb110 « ceBe­
posbeTHaMCKllX uoiicK » 111111 e 0T,,uenbu1:.1x cny<ianx -
nupnnaucrmx o 1 pSlAO.B IO)fo,'HO ro BbeTttaMa, 0Tp11-
u,ano aK 1 lQlllOC y<IUCTl[C B yn~f'llCt..IX 6oJIX caMoro 

Tai.:ofl OC//IOJIOCb B 110.llHlllll .111/0i!llX lll()Bapu111eii ne Tx11 )/(11e11;> 

le Thi Gie11g. 

Le Thi Gieng and H er Comrades 

l remember her as she is in this photograph and as 
she will be remembered by mill ions. Her head, with 
her dark hair swept back, is sl ightly ti lted upwards. 
She had large brown eyes and the open countenance of 
a peasant woman such as one often encounters in the 
Ca Mau Peninsula. lhal very edge or Vietnamese soil. 
Her manner of speaking was quiet and calm . • . 
Twenty-three of lhe 43 years of her life were full of 
danger and hurdship, for she had joined the struggle 
as a young twenty-year-old weaver , . . She took part 
in the 1945 August Uprising, fought in guerrilla units, 
worked underground. and became a member of lhe 
N.L.F. Central Committee .. . Then followed more 
guerrilla aclivitics, difficult years of underground work, 
and death. a brave death on the eve of the stormy 
events which she had longed for. I sti ll seem to hear the 
words Le Thi Gieng liked Lo repeat at meetings and in 
conversations: 

"We' ll live to see the day when the Americans will 
have to defend themselves in Saigon and when the 
banner of Liberation wllJ flulter over Saigon ... •• 
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ropo.11.cKoro 11acenem01., nK06b1 upa)l(,0,e6110 HaCTpoeH­
uoro K H<.t>O. 

MOJl'l3JUIDO 06xo,n1mcH nplt 3TOM Bonpoc 0 TOM, 
KaK Morna 65-TblCSCllHaK apMIUI ycnew110 aTaKOBan. 
ropo.n.a, c « spaiKAe6no 1ntcTpoeHH.btM >> 3-MJrJUT11011-
l<blM l taceneH1teM, KOTOpoe K TOMY )f(C HaJWA~ffiOCb 

(( noA 3aUJ.llTOi'i )) 700-TblCH'ntOii aMepnKatto-caiirOR­
CKOii apMIUI, I( 11e TOJlbKO :rraKOBaTh, HO II yJJ.ep11<11-
BaTbCll B HlfX .U.1111, 1-1e.u.e.n11 ! Mue .l..lOBeJIOCb BCTpe­
TllTt..CSl c HCKOTOpbLMll y•1acn1.HK3Mlf ymt'lllhlX 6oeB. 
OJ.lint 113 pyKOBO.L\IITeneil H<.t>O nmtcium: nacua 
ccpbC'3HaH TPYJIHOCTb 3UKJUO'!anacb a H.CXBaTKe opy-
1K1u1 I{ 6oenp1U1aCOB, KOTOpbtX -rpe6oBaJ10 Hace.rreHJIC 
,D,JlH c<J>opM11pOD31lllhlX. B ropo,Qax ,no6pOBOJlb'ICCKJIX. 
0·1 psm.o:s. 

L(TO 6b1Jl0 11pe,o.npmuno aMepl[KaHCKMM KOMal{,!:IO­
namteM )1Jlll (( OOCCTHHOBJlCll lHl nopRAKU ll ropc.nax )) 
- 113DCCTHO DCeMy MllPY· T ;.lltKll, apnrnncp11n. pa­
KeTbl 11 ao11a1~1111 - oce :no 6b1Jto 6po111eHo s roprr11no 
soiiHbl npornn rycT011acenem1b1X 1rna pTanos Caiirona, 
r yJ II l.IPYrllX ropo.uoo. ll<IXO)lllBWllXCSl K TOMY 
npeMCHll 11on K0 11TpoJ1CM HcbQ M noccTaau1cro 
naceneH11st ... 

Iii (( nopnnok' » 0 PH!le MCCT 6b1Jl BpCMellUO llOC­
CTart.OllJICll uetto10 'lK11310L 60.rtee 50 r1..1cn•1 ropo)l(aH, 
COTeH TblCH'I palfeHblX MIIpHbIX )!Qffenei'i, ueHOl-0 
6onee 700 rJ,,JCSl'I BbCTllHMUeO. n1nu11BWllXCSl KpOBa 
Jill.A ronoeoii. MHonte Ksap1ttnb1 .-pac11eciiwero 
ropOJlU, OOCJ1CJl11Ctt ltMnepaTOpCKOii CTQffi!Ubl - r y3 
c ero HCnOBTOpHMblM11 naMllTHlll\l\Mll, 5i,1m1 npcn­
pawellbl n py1t11b1. Ontem1h1ii CMcp'I ym111TOiK1tJ1 
MHornc KDapranb1 Caiiroua. If ,npyrux ropono». 

She died only a few hours before an uprising began 
in the capital and Liberation Army units broke into the 
city ... 

On the night of January 31 , I 968, Gieng and her 
comrades were executed by the Saigon secret police. 
They had been taken prisoner in an ambush just before 
the February offensive on the city. 

The US command, which was aware of the imminent 
attacks, was anxious to obtain precise information, at 
any price, about the date and main direction of the 
offensive. Le Thi Gieng, then a prisoner, could have 
supplied this information. She couJd, but she did not 
notwithstanding the torture to which she was subjected. 
And when it was learned jn Saigon that the offensive 
had begun, Le Thi Gieng and her comrades were shot. 

The US command maintafaed that the offensive was 
conducted by " North Vietnamese troops" supported 
by small South Vietnamese guerrilla detachments. ft 
denied that the city's population took any active part 
in the street fighling, asserting that the population was 
bostile to the N.L.F. 

But clearly tbe assertion is ridiculous, for how could 
an a rmy of 65 thousand men successfully attack a city 
of three million " hostile " jnhabitants, who were 
moreover" protected " by an army of700 thousand US 
aad Saigon-regime troops? The Liberation forces, 
fu rthermore, not only attacked the city, but retained 
a footho ld in it for days and even weeks! I have had an 
opportunity to meet some of the participants in the 
street fighting. One of the N.L.F. leaders put it this 
way: "Our main difficulty was that we didn't have all 
the arms and ammunition which t he people asked for 
to form volunteer detachments in the city. " 

What the US command did to •• restore order in the 
cities " is known to the whole world. lt mustered tanks, 
arti llery, rockets, and aircraft against the densely­
populated areas of Saigon, Hue and the other cities that 
were by that time under the control of the N.L.F. and 
the rebel population. 

''Order" was indeed restored, temporarily, in several 
places, but al the cost of the lives of more than 50 thou­
sand people who lived in the cities. Hundreds of 
thousands of civilians were wounded, and more than 
700 thousand were left homeless. Many neighbour­
hoods of the beautiful city of Hue, the last royal capital, 
a city with unique monuments of architecture, were 
reduced to ruins. A tornado of fire also destroyed many 
districts of Saigon and other cities. 

'lepe1 11cnpoxoo11A1ble thtcy11u111, 'lepeJ 11enpoA.a311ble 6oAoma 
6oiil/bl ApA11111 ocBo60.J1COe111111 "6utaJOmc.q Bnepeo u Bnepeo. 
ToA1>Ko 30 nepfly10 no11061111y 1968 eooa, no oa11HblM TAaB1101i 
cmaBKU R'1JOIOB, 6r.inu oc806o:HCoe11b1 06u111p11ble ce111>c1we 
palioHbl c 11acene1111e.11 6011ee 1,5 .111111. 'le11ooeK 

The men of the liberation Army are steadily advancing through 
impassable jungle a11d swamp. The Headquarters of tire National 
llbera1lo11 Front reported tire llberatio11 of vast rural areas with 
a popu/at/011 of more tlta11 1.5 mj/fion in the first half of 1968. 
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HAPO~ HEilOJ>E,lUIM 
rO.l{hl 1969-1972 

THE PEOPLE ARE INVINCIBLE 
(1969-1972) 



« BLETHAMM3AU,11SI » - HOBl>IH 3TATI 
BOIDlbl 

Oeplt0.11, nOCJ1C.1100aDWllH Ja 3CKa.JHIUHeii aMep11-
l.:UHCKOii sollHbl ao BbeTmlMe H ycJlOBHO Ka'f1Htaio­
uu1iicll r.ne-ro Ha rpaH11 1968 ll 1969 ro.nos, ew.e He 
nony•111n o6w.enpmurroro HU3nalurn. 3cK:urau1rn, T .e. 
11apa11111aatt11e •11rc11em10CTH aoopy)l(el{HblX c11n CWA, 
6onbwe He ocyw.ccT1111>1nacb. 

Ho eoilwa npOAOJ1)!(anacb. 6onee Toro, •111cno sot-0-
1-0w11x COilJ\UT He COKpawaJJOCb. JlhMeHllJlCll Jllllllb, 
KaK U.lllfll'IHO BblpaJUJlC$1 o.u.1111 aMepuKaHOKlltt rellepan, 
uecT con.1taTCKOn Kpoe11 - o'Ha nee 60JlbWC np111n1-
MaeT a311aTCK1tH uaeT. EcJ111 ct-0Aa .no6a1111Tb, •no 
60M6ap.1111pouo•111b1e ltaJTeTbl aMep11KaHcKoi'i ae11au1111 
ue TOJlbKO HC COKpa·1 HJ111Cb, HO lf AOCTitrmt HCBHAUR­
llOfO pa3MUX.a, a npeCTYllll3SI lHIMl1'leCKUSl BOttHa 
BawmirToHa pe3KO ycumrnacb, TO xapr1111a i·oro, 'ITO 
B .neflCTBllTeJlbHOCTll no.£1 np11Kp b1TllCM (( BbCTHUMll-
3Ul.Ulll » npe.11np11111tMUIOT npaa11w11e Kpyrn CoeAJt­
tteHHblX WTaToll c 1969 ron.a BO BbeTttaMe, cTa!leT 
SICHOil, 'ICTKO OKpawe1moit B aMepHKaHCKlle, Ml1Jlll­
Tap11crc1rnc ro11a. 

Ho 11 JTO HC acc. Jn KOpOTKuii nepuoA c 1o:it-.110DbeT-
1mMcKoro nDULl.LlllPMU UMepllK!lHCKrul BOCHWlll!a yc­
nena pa1asrJaTb a rpecc1110 npon ra HCiiTpaJJbHoii 
KaM60.ll)l(ll, pacnpocrpamm c eecHbl 1970 roJ1.a nmKap 
rpsi3HOii nM1111..1 ewe 1ta OllHY CTpa1:1y Jl1HllOKITTast. A 
poBHO •1cpe3 ro.u - oec11010 1971 roii.a na Tepp1t­
Top1110 Jlaoca 'lCpC'.l IO>KHOBbe'THUMCKYl-0 rpamruy 
6b1Jlll 6pou1el{bl .llCCSITKll TblCSl:'l COJI.QaT H oqmu,epon 
aMep11KaHo-cafiroHCKOH apMllH. 

TaKOBbt 061u11e urrp11x.11' Hoeoro :nana ebeTHaM­
CKOJ.i BOHllbt, uepeti.KO HaJbrnaeMoro nep110).loM « abeT­
HaMH3aU,HJI ». Ho oep11eMCSL K ua'lany. 

29 HIOJlst 1969 roii.a npe31l.lleHT CWA P. H111(cott .Bo 
.apeMSI KpaTKoopeMennoro npe6MealfltlJ tLa T11Xo­
okea 11cKOM OCTi:>O'Oe ryaM B 6ece.o.e C )l(ypHaJJl!CTaMll 
C,[lcnan. HCCKOJlbKO JaMe'fatil'tii 0 noJTHTitKe Coe.um1eH­
ttblX. Wn.ir on a A3Hl1. ".:ho 1astsJ1c1-ure 3aTeM 11eo.111w­
Kpanw }lonontt.1111ocb u pa3bRCHlUlOCb. TaK po,D,trnacb 
« r yaMCKU .ltOKT(lJUta ». 

O<PlCUllUJfbHall nponara'HAU 1tpe110,LUIOCllT ee K:JK 
HO.Bbli'i icypc n ornowett11S1.X Coc.u1rHCHHbLX WraTon c 
aJ11aTCKl1MI! crpa11aMH. Ha nepsb1ii a3rJU1.u Tax 
MOrJJO noKa:JaTbCSI. 

<< B mo6oii cTpa11e, KOTopy10 M1>1 nocentM, - Jast-
1urn D IUOJle 1969 ro.ua aMep11KaHCKlli1 npe3Hne1n, -
!l311aTbl 6y.nyT rosop1trb, <fTO OllH He )!(eJlUIOT, 
•1To6b1 HM ,11J tKToean11 co crnpoHbt. A111si .llJlst a311aToa. 
M 3TO 11Mc11110 TO, •1ero Mt.1 jl(enacM. Mbt .UOJI)l(Ht..1 
1116eraTb T3Koii nommna-t. KOTopaR c.ncmllla 6bt 
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" VIETNAMIZATION " -A NEW PHASE IN 
THE WAR 

There is as yet no generally accepted name for the 
period that followed the escalation of the US war in 
Vietnam sometime between 1968 and 1969. Since then 
there has been no further escalation in terms of a US 
troop build-up. 

But the war has continued. What is more, the number 
of troops involved in the fighting has not diminished. 
All that has changed, in the cynical words of one US 
general, is " the colour of the casualties "-they are 
increasingly of a n Asian colour. If to this we add thal 
the US bombing raids, far from being curtailed, have 
reaohcd an unprecedented scale and that Washington 
has sharply extended its chemical war, we will get 
a clear picture of what the United States ruling circles 
have been doing in Vietnam since 1969 under the cover 
of" Vietnamization." 

But that is still not all. During this brief period tbe 
US mili tarists have also managed to use South Vietnam 
as a base for aggression against neutral Cambodia. 
Thus, in the spring of 1970 they spread the confla­
gration of their dirty war to yet another country of 
lndo-China . Exactly one year later, in the spring of 
1971 , tens of thousands of soldiers and officers of the 
US and Saigon-regime forces were sent across the 
border of South Vietnam into Laotian territory. 

Such are the general features of the new phase in the 
Vietnam war that is often called the" Vietnamization " 
period. But let us return to the beginning of this period. 

On July 29, 1969, President Nixon made several 
remarks concerning United States policy in Asia. He 
did so while speaking to newsmen during a brief stay 
on the Pacific island of Guam. Tbese remarks were 
later amplified and came to be known as the" Guam 
Doctrine " or the" Nixon Doctrine. •· 

US propaganda presents the " Doctrine " as a new 
policy of the US Government towards Asian countries. 
At first glance this might seem so. 

The Provisional Revolutionary Government of the 
Republic of South Vietnam, with the concurrence of 
the Governement of the Democratic Republic of 
Vietnam, made the reasonable proposal that the 
United States halt its aggression and announce a 
deadline for the withdrawal of the US forces; the 
prisoners of war could then be exchanged simul­
taneously. 

Washington meanwhile embarked upon a different 
course of action. It is true that by the summer of 
1971 , or approximately after two years of " de-esca­
lation," 300 thousand US soldiers and officers had been 
pulled out of South Vietnam. But eveJ1 after that 



crpUHhl A3l111 ttaCTO.ITbKO 3as11c11w.11M11 OT 11ac, 
•no6hl nae BTRnmamt D KOttlfimtK rb1, 1rn110.11;0611e 
Toro, 'ITO Mh1 HMCCM no Bbenui Me ». 

1'1 3TO rosopHJIOCb o TO npcMst. KOrJla BpeMCHROe 
pe.ao.rr1-0u110HHoe apatHCTeJibcTBo PecnyomtKll IOlKtt1>1 lt 
BbeTICUM npH no1U1epiKKe npaallTCJibcrna APB pa-
3YMHo npeAnarano CWA DblXO,D, 1n :noro KOH­
tlJJ11tKTa - OOKOH'JllTb c arpecc11el1 . coo6t1(1!Tb .UUTY 
BblBO.lla aMepMKaHCK'ICX BOttCK ll 0JJ.1108peMCllHO co­
oepumTb BJartMllblH o6Mell BOCJUIOOJICH.HblMll. 

O.n1iaKo n paB1treJCbCTBO Coe,1.t11ttc1{ttbllt WTaTo.o, 
3aKpb18Ul1 rna3a •la :n u npe.nJIO)f(CIHut, llpO):lO.fDKClJlO 
1asm11RTb, 11To CWA np11~eTCR .1.1.cp;1rnn. 1.:0011 eoi1c1ea 
B fOJ1C ttOM BbeTttaMe .no Tex no p. no11:a CeoepHb1ii 
BbeTJcaM 6yAeT YACP)l(lffiaTb XOTb OAMoro aMep11-
KattcKoro ooemronnettHoro. 

KaK )Kc pa1Bopa•11cnam-tcb co6i..rnm ,11aJTbwc ? 4 To 
6bmo npe11np1tl{JITO Baw1rnrTOllOM tta .neJLC ? Aeli­
CTBl!TCJtbHO, K JlCT)' 1971 ro.na. 1 .c. npll6Jllf31tTCJlbl lO 
Ja ,ll.Btl ro}J.a aMep11KaHCKOli « JlC3CKaJlilUllll », llJ 
fO>t<Horo BbeTHaMa 6hrno ab1Re.11eno 0KoJ10 300 
Tb1csi•1 con.aaT H oc~11uepoe CWA. Ho 11 11oc1u? Jmo,'o 

HO IO:HCllOBbe11111a111c1.:o.11 t}ipoume 11podo.IJICO.IO OC'/11(/· 

60/11bC R 110'111111 }60-111b/CJ'l41/0ll fl. llf!f'IJl.:0/l('h'll 'I llfl,1/11.'I, 

OKOJIO 70 ThICJllJ 1-0lKHOKOpeiicxux, TalUlaH,ll.CKICX., RBC­
TpaJTI.lHCK~lX H npO'HlX 11aeMHllKOB Baw11 HrTotta -
60J1ee 330 lllh/Cl/•/ a?peccopori. 3u 1TOT >Ke nep110.u 
HaeMttall caiiro11cKa1t apMlut Baw1tHrT01La 6bwa 
yeem1'ietta Ha 350 Tb1csp1 con.u.a-r 11 o(p11uepoa, c 850 
TblCJl':I AO 1200 TblCSl 1l BOellltOCJly'lKatUllX. 

3a oaa 1000 l< <Je'3CKOJ/Olfllll » ao1'iHbl 0611/aJJ 1111c­

JJCll110CJ111> ooopyJJCel///blX c11 .. 1, llDXOOJIU/llXC.'I 1100 a.111!­
pUKO/l('/W,\I K0.1ta11oofla11ue.11 « !OJ1C110,i1 Bbemt1aMe, ue 

11101/bl(O 11e COKpamuJIOC:b, NO II 11pooOJt:HCOJl(J pacmu, 

00C'/11LIW)'6 11emoM /97 / ZOOO /550 nlb/CJ14 CO.llOam II 

o{fjutjepo8. 
B tj>espane 1971 ro,na KOMan.a,oBamte C CUA npe.11.­

np1tRRJIO KpynKeilruyl-0 3a nee rO.Jlbl 1rn,noKlnai.fcK011 
BOttllbt ooel(}{yto onepa~HIO 11a AOpore N9 9, npoxo­
.ivrn1ei:'1 no TeppITTopKlf fQ)fmoro BbencaMa 11 Jlaoca, 
11 yTb IO'lKll.ee 17 napa..nne.rn1. Ee paccMaTp11Ba.1rn KaK 
llCnhlTOliHe tta npo'l HOCTb nno,ll.OB OOnllTHKlf (( BheT­
naMioauirn >}. AMep11KakcKoe lCOMUHAOBa111fe pacc•m-
1 bJBaJ{O O,JllU{M MOlUllblM y.napoM pa1pe1aTb cpaJKa1-0-
ll.llfttcll Yh(.QOKHTaH 118.llBOe, 0TpC3aTb JII06yt0 B03-
M0)1(1{0CTb OKa3aJUUI nOMOillH c ceeepa llJTll JOra. 
pacKOJIOTb 6oenoH co101 1rapo,noe BbernaMa , Jlaoca 
l,f KaM60,lJ.)KIL )lAA r 1ac·111.11 B onepau1rn Ha IO)f(HO­
BbeTUHMCKOM nJtau..napMe K H11•1any ll>eopami 6b1Jl0 
cocpe.noTO'ICILO 45 TblCll 'l oT60 pHblX aMCpllK3HO­
ca iiroHCKlfX 1wi.icK. lt1x np11Kpb1Ban11 c eo3.nyxa 6onee 
1500 ca Mone roe. Co11rn TUHXon 11 6po1ieMaw111t 6b1m1 
5powetllil Ha npopb1B 06opo11b1 mrrp110TOB. Ho 
Wt{pOKO 1anyMallllbtfi OJlUll 6blJ1 copBall I cpOll'lCCKllM 
con poT11MeltHe.\ll H.apomLt.JX soopy-11<c1rn1>1x c11n IO>K-
1101 o B1>er11aMH 11 Jluoca. 3an11a1L11poaa11Hast no6cJla 
o6epHyJ1ctCb 1 H)Kt:nblM nopa')Ke1u1el\/1. 

B <j1cnpa11bCKO-MapTOBCK11x 6oruc aMcp11Katto-<:ali­
ro11cK1tc eofic1rn noTe psuur Ha JJ.opore .N'Q 9 y611TblMH, 
paHeHblMli II CJUIBl.UllMJtCJI B nne11 6onee 20 TblCR'I 
conn.aT 11 01lm nepou. 

there remained in Sowlt Vietnam 011 army of nearly 
260 thousand US troops a nd 70 thousand South Korea n. 
Thai, Australian and other mercenaries of Washing­
ton- an army or aggression more than 330 thousand 
strong. During the same period Washington's army 
made up of Saigon-regime hlrelings was enlarged by 
350 thousand men, or increased from 850 thousand 
to I ,200 thousand men. 

During the two years of "de-esca/atio11 " the total 
numerical stre11gth of the armed forces under US com­
mand in South Vietnam,farfrom decreasing, continued 
to increase and in the summer of 1971 reached 1,550 
thousand soldiers and officers. 

In February 197 1 the US Command launched its 
biggest military operation in the entire lndo-Cbina 
war. This was the operation along Highway No. 9, 
wbich runs through South Vietnamese and Laotian 
territory just south of the 17th parallel. The operation 
was seen as putting the " Vietnamization " policy to 
a practical test. What the US Command hoped to 
achieve was to cul lndo-Cbina in half by a single 
powerful blow, thus making it impossible fo r north 
and south to help each other, and split the fighting 
alliance of the peoples of Vietnam, Laos and Cam­
bodia . Forty-five thousand US and Saigon-regime 
troops had been poised in South Vietnam for the 
operation by the beginning of February. Air cover 
was provided by more than fifteen hundred planes. 
Hundreds of tanks and armoured cars lunged forwa rd 
to make a breach in the defences of the patriots. But 
this broadly conceived plan was upset owing to the 
heroic resistance of the people's armed forces in South 
Vietnam and Laos. Iusleatl of victory the operation 
brought the aggressors a severe defeat. 

In the February-March .fighting on Highway No. 9, 
the US- Saigon fo rces Jost more than 20 thousand 
soldiers and officers who were either killed, wounded, 
or taken prison.er. 

The scale of the piratical air war is indicated by rbe 
following figures made public by the US press. In the 
eight years of the war up to 1968, a total of2 .8 million 
tons of bombs had been dropped on the whole of 
Vietnam. But in just two and a half years-the period 
of Nixon's " scaling down of the war "- the total 
bombload dropped exceeded three million tons. That 
is, the bombs dropped on Vietnam in the brief period 
of 30 months were equivalent to 150 atom bombs. 

During the sa me period, t he US Air Force sprayed 
an area of nearly two million hectares with poisonous 
chemicals, resul ting rn more than 850 thousand cases 
of poisoning among the Vietnamese. 

" Vietnamization " as a whole is oot only a policy 
of continued military aggression. Ct i.s a lso a com­
prehensive program based on p olitical and diplomatic 
pressure, whose sole purpose is to preserve Wash­
ington's domination in that area. The newspaper 
Quan doi Nhan da11 , published by the Defence Min­
istry in Hanoi, put it tl1is way in August 1971: 

" The 'Yietnamization ' of the war is a policy of 
using some Asians against others, under United 
States command and with the participation of its 
armed forces . " 
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• I 

0 MUCUJ1a6ai-; n11paTc1wii BOJJJ,YW IWH noiilLLI ro­

nornn UIHllPLI. o ny6JTllKOD::IHHblC B aMCptll<allCKOtt 
11e11t1TH. C1 paw1u .. 1e u11tppb1 . Ecm1 Ju 11pC.Ll.Ll.Ll.YW.lle 

BOCCMb JlCT llOiillbl llllJIOTb .no 1968 ro.na Ila IJCCb 

BbCTHaM 61>1Jlo c6powc110 2,8 M~U1JI1tattos ro1111 

CMepTOllOCllOrn 60MOOIJOro rpy1a. TO Jflllllb Ja .nea 

c 110110.a11Hoi'i ronu « nc1c1<anau1111 » BOHHbl " -

t:BbllDC J MJlll . 101111. r .e. la 1mpOTKlfii 11ep110.n B 30 
1ccR11ca 6b1J1 11a11cce11 ynap, paeHblii no c1U1e 150 

UT OMHblM 6or.16nM. 

3a 1 111 Jl\l! 10.Lll>I OOeHllO-BOJJlYWllblMll CICJiaMll 
CWA 6b1.111 pnc11r..1neur..1 Rn.oe1rrb1c x11M11 11ccK11e newe­

CTBa llU llJIOLUU)lll OKOJTO 2 MJlll . ra, B pC3Y llbTaTe 

•1ero 6011cc 850 I blCM'I ur..eTltaM UCA llOJT}' 't llJlll or­
pauJIClllUI. 

« B1>e1 H:JM111:i111111 » o uenoM - no He TOil bKO 

JIOJlll rllKU npOJ10Jl'll\Cllllil a 1-pecc1111 !llll>IMll BOCHHblMll 

cpe.uc1 OaJ\111 . HO II UCJIO )t l\OMll JICKCllUSI nporpaM.Ma 
uoc1111ono1111T11 •u~c1wr0 11 .Lllll lJIOM<ITIL'leCl\OrQ JlUBJICHllJI 

c c,1.1,1 111c 1 ne1111oii u,cJ11>10 - coxpa1-1111 b rocnoJlCTBO 
B~1u11mrro11u u l l OM pui1one. 

B 06c1 a1100Ke npo,l\om1rn1owciic11 <\rpecc1111 Coe,n.11-
HeHHb1X W Ill IOB B HU1lllOIHt.'1hll0-0Cll060.LlllTC.fTb/IOM 

IlRllil'l:l-111 11 lll1U l130111J111 DHit\llblC l1JMe11c11115!, KOiO pble 

yKpenltJlll a 11111HMCp11 Ka llCKlli'i <l>pOHT. pacw11p1rJ11 1 

Cl 0 1'.HlCCODYIO 6a1y a C'I pa11e. llO)lllSIJlll UBTOpll'rCT 1U 

py6cit(OM 

6 wo11.•1 1969 <'(J(}(f no 1111u11uomune H<JJO/OB u 
CH PAIC & mJ110.1r 111 orno1io.11riJe1111wx µaiio110& /O.nt-
110.·o B1>e111110.11a Ubl.I cu1nm1 Kmupet·c ft0[1otl11b1x 
11pe1k111e1H11111e.1e1/. 8 11e;11 11pu11.'l.111 .t"iacmue 11peocma­
BW11e11u OCll081101.-c 11ampuomul/eCKux opumu1al(11iJ. Kou­
?pecc npo803Ntacw1 ofipa10saHue Pecny6nw;u iO:HCHbllt 
8bem11a1tt ( P /0 8), c¢op.1111po8a11 Bpe1tteH11oe peeo­
,11oi11w1111oe 11paoume11bc111eo 11 Ko11cy11&mamua11&1ti co­
oem - (J bl('lll lle OfJ?allbl p JOB. 8 ocnooodume./b/10.\I 

iJrJUJICe/IL/ll IO:JIC/IU(Jb(!/ll//CIJ\IC'KOlO 11apoiJa l/lll/{/ill'JI 110-

Bb/ll JI/JG/I. 

B 1968- 1970 ro.n.br n ocno6o>K.n.ellH.bLX paifo~mx n 
xo,n.e .n.eM0Kpan1•1ecK11 x Bb16opos nonceMecnm 6b1m1 
o6pa:ioaaHb1 11apo.n.110-peBOJU-0UllOKllble COBeTbl II 

KOMIHCTbl BCCX cryncHci1 OT o6W.llHH.blX .uo apOBlfH­

UHaJlbHblX. no .lJ.3 1iHblM BpCMClutOro µcoomou1toH­

KOro npaa11renhcroa Pl-OB, 0H11 neiicTBymT a 1500 
113 2700 CCJlbCKllX 06au111, D 182 HJ 269 ye3.UOB II BO 

ocex 44 npOBlll!UllllX. 60J1bWR)I •taCTb In HlfX pa6oTaeT 
JleraJrbllO IL3 1epp11rnp1111. KOllTPOJlllpyeMoii naTpltO­
Ta!'.111 , B oc1106oiK,t1CH.HblX paiio11ax npoeomrrc.11 rny-

601rnc cou11anbHO-JKOHOMJ1'lCcK1tc npeo6paJo samrn. 
B XOJl.e arpapHoll pe1j1opMb1 6011ee 2,5 M1t11.n110Ha 
ra n0Me11Ut'lbei1 3eMJTl1 6e:i.eoJMe1,a.Ho nepe.naHo 
TPYJlOBOMy 1<pecTbRHCTay. HapomuiR enacTb ua 
cno60.n11oii 1eMne c r pOllT llOBYIO )f(Jf:illb. 

Ill •tepe3 llCCITTI> JlCT nocne pa3BIBbrB3HllJI rp5l3HOii 
uoii11r..1 npoT11n obeTnaMcKoro uapo..!la Baw1mrrou ne 
np11n1111J11J1cJ1. K .aocn0Ke111110 ceoeii uemt. Arpecc1rn 
11e 11p1111ecJra 1106e.1u .. 1. 6011ee 350 r btCJl.'I aMep111<a1L­

cK11x conL1aT 6ccc11as1lo ncrm1 ua nomix llbc rtLaMa 111111 
)f(C llOJlY'IUJlll TIDKCJlblC p uHCH.llll. w :nu JKCpTBbl 

pacryT. 
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In this situotion of continued United States aggres­
sion, the movement for national liberation underwent 
important changes. These changes fortilied the anti-US 
front, gave it a broader base inside the country and 
enhanced its standing abroad. 

On June 6, a Congress of People's Representatives 
was convened in one of the liberated areas of South 
Vietnam 011 the initiative of the National Liberation 
Front and the Alliance of National, Democratic and 
Peace Forces. Jr was offended by representatives of 
the principal parriotic bodies. 

The Congress proclaimed the formation of rhe Repu­
blic of South Vietnam and set up, as its supreme bodies, 
a Pro11t'sional Revolutionary Government and an Ad­
visory Council. The South Vietnamese people's move­
ment for liberario11 had entered a new stage. 

Democratic elections held throughout the liberation 
areas in 1968- 1970 led to the es ta blish.ment of people's 
revolutionary councils and committees at all levels, 
from the community to the province. According to 
the Provisional Revolutionary Government, they are 
functioning in 1,500 of the 2,700 village communities, 
in 182 of the 269 districts. and in all 44 provinces. 
Most of them operate legally on territory controlled 
by the patriots. Far-reaching social and economic 
reforms are being carried out in the Liberated areas. 
Tn the course of the agrarian reform more then two 
and a half mmion hectares of landlord estates have 
been handed over to the peasantry free of charge. Io 
the liberated areas a new life is being built under the 
leadership of t he people's government. 

Ten years after it began its "dirty war'' against the 
Vietnamese people, Washington is no closer to its 
goal tba n it had ever been. Aggression bas failed to 
bring victory. More than 350 thousand US soldiers 
have lost their lives ingloriously on the battlefields of 
Vietnam or else have been severely wounded. And the 
casualties are mounting .• , 

• 



31)ecb, 11a 11eo601pu.11wx p11coowx 
110/l!IX, lllO:>ICC llOC/11 cpu:Hee1111e -
cpa.>1ee11ue Ja ypo:>icmi 

Rice paddies. Tlie battle for har11est 
is going 011. 

C11tob1 11edao11e1i uo1i111>1 

Mines i11 the fields. 





.ff,D;OBHTble T}'MllRM 

Poisonous Fog 



« np11rOl'OBll I b npC>TllBOraJbl ! l> n epell,llJI KOMllll­

J.l.llp oTpii.ua np111rn'3 no 1teno•1Ke. HecKOilbKO MIHLYT 

H.aJa JJ, Mbl BCTyn11m1 D CTpD t{Hbte .lllKYHrJJlt . B ll.OJTb 

napTltJaHCKOli TpOllbf CTOllT CMopweHHble nepeBbll 

c onaetucli mtcreoli . n o.Jl. 1toraM1L XJltonaer ccporo 

n~era rpll'.lb. Pe31mli 11ponte11btil 1anax nanot.1111mCT 

Kap60JIKY - 6beT B HOC. KpyrOM fOJlbtii , 06c30-

6pa)l(Cllllbl li JICC. l'1 JlyHHbtii CBeT Ha JTOT pa3 He 

TOJl bKO HC CKpa.O.blBllCT ypOllJlllBOCTb neihaJKa. a 

cute 6oncc no.o.'lepK11eaeT Heecrecrnettttocr b 01<py 1Ka10-

1uero Hae. H e6onbwast rpyn na napn 13a11, cpct.1.11 

KOTOphlX HllXOJlllJICll It II, 11011 no1<pOBOM ILO'IJI npo­

J\OllfaJlDCh 113 .Ll)l(yi1rneil o .a.enbTY MeK011ra. 

Mbl DC1 ymtJtll B JOily, OTMe'lelillYfO oco6blM 

3HllKOM Ha KapTUX UMepl!KUflCKOfO noe1moro KOMal!­

)lOBallllll . 3necb, 1ta 11e6011bWOM T<Ba.upare '.lCM1111 e 

KaKllX-llllOY.Llb 60-70 Kl1JlOMe·1 pax OT CaiiroHa. BOeH f(O-

HecK011bKO 011efi Mbt 1u1111 l/epe1 11opa:HCe1111y10 .qi)ox11.1111Ka· 

ma~111 Jo11y .•• 

For several days, we were passing through a cm11ami11a1ed 
zone. 
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"Get your gas masks ready! " The commander's 
order was passed down the line. A few minutes earlier 
we had entered a strange part of the j ungle. Lining 
the guerrilla footpath were sbrivelJed trees stripped 
of their leaves. The mud splashing underfoot was 
greyish in color and exuded a pungent, unpleasant 
odour, somewhat like that of carbolic acid. On all 
sides the trees stood bare and disfigured. The moon­
light accentuated the ghastliness of our surroundings. 
The small guerrilla group with which T was travelling 
was making its way through the jungle to the 
Mekong delta under the cover of darkness. 

We had entered a zone marked with a special 
designation on tbe maps of the US military command. 
Here, on a small square some 60-70 kilometres from 
Saigon, the US Air Force had been conducting exper­
iments in destroying the jungle and vegetation in 



BO'..IJtY Wllble CltJlbl C WA npoeo1u1T JKcnep11Me1nb1 no 
y 1111 •11 O>Ke111110 napn13altCKllX ,ll)KyHrnei1 II JCJleUblX 
11aca;i\.11e1111ii 11.llOXllMICl\aTaMlt, TaK 1:1aJbIBUCMblMl1 

« neq1omm11TaM11 ». 
CHa'it\Jrn Hall nepcny 111Koi1. KOHC"!Hb!M nyHKTOM 

H<1L11ero ci:ro.n1rnw1tcro nepcxo.lla, npo1un 11cb Ha 
6pCIOIJJ.CM rJOJlC re caMOJJCTl>l - pa'.lecn•111Kll. 3aTCM 0.!llfH 
1a .npynt.\I 1101<a1a11 11cb eepToneTbJ, ocTaem111 Ja 
co6oii cepble o 6nnKa. 61>1c r po ocel.la1otu11e ua 1eMJt 10, 
LlOMa. powy . .llepee1110 ornac11J1 JJ.1tK1ril eoil 6yi1eo11oe, 
LlYWCpU'.lJJ.llpalQUllle Kp11Kll Jll().ilCtt. y JICKOTOpblX 
)!(Cll Ulltll, neTei1 II c rap11 KOB nowna KpOOb 113 HOCa, 
ywcii... B coce.auu x JlepceywKax noru6n11 He TOJlbKO 

general by " defoliants ". 
At first reconnaissance planes in low-level flight 

appeared over the village where we were to break 
our trek for the night. Then came the helicopters, one 
after a11other, leaving behing a trail of grey clouds 
that quickly shrouded the land, the houses, and the 
trees. The oxen roared wildly, and people shrieked in 
angujsh. The noses and ears of some of the women 
and children began bleeding ... In ndghbouring villages 
people as well livestock perished. The entire rice and 
vegetable crop was destroyed ... A few days after the 
chemical attack the corpses of does and monkeys 
could be found in the viciruty of the village. Evidently 

183 



)/( ep111obl 11ana.1Ma 

Napalm 11ic1imJ·. 

.o.oMawHHe >KlfllOT'ltbre, HO u mo.o.1r. ITponan nech 
ypoiKaii p11ca, onowelL. Ha OKonnue .nepenwt n 
nepBble .D.Hll nocn,e XllMll'JCCKOli <lTaKll 6b!ID1 numLbl 
Tpynht JllfKHX naHew, o6e3b.llll. BH.n1rMo, n MIHlYTY 

onacnocnt on11 PS!l\OM c •1enoneKoM llhtTa.rtlLCh 1:1<UIT11 
aocne,mree y6eiK11we. Ho era ue 6h1no. 

n ocne ,nonroro YTOMllTCJibHOro nepexo)la, .nmm­
rnerocS1 HeCKOJlbKO He,11,eJih, Hama JlOpora CHOBa 
nponerna 'lepeJ H-CKYJO .aepeDYJ.UKY o,nHoro 113 
pattOHOB TxyJayMOTa. YTpoM JIPKO csenrno COJffi.uc. 
HaMOKwan JeMJUl CJIOBIIO OT,ll,blXarra B KOponrnii 
nepepblB MC>K,ll,Y TpOOlf'ICCKJfMlf MOry'IMMH Jrl{BlUIMll, 
oxyTaHRaJl 6enecow .D.blMKOli 11cnapeanli. '-IyTb noo­
.n;anb CTOR.Jm roJib1e ypo,wnmb1e .n.epeBbR. OT HJJ.OBIIThIX 
nemccn nee norn6no, Bbl)IODI TOJlhKO nepcu. Ho 
JKtt3Hb 6cpcT ceoc. CHoBa JaJCJICilCJUC oropOJJ.bl 11 

yKpaCH.mC OOMCpTBCBWYlO 3CMJIIO l{enaxy'Ute, HO 
JlPKHe u:nen1 rponJtKOB. A BOT cjlpyKTOBhte nepeBbR 
If teay'l)'KOHOCbl nplfJKaKOB )1(}{3Hl1 noKa He Il0Ka3b1Ba­
Jrn. TaK OFO£ OKaJa.Jmcb pH;ZJ.oM, )f(R3Hb H cMepTb, 
coJlf.D.aFme H paJpyweime. 
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a sense of danger had prompted them to seek man's 
protection ... 

After a long and difficult trek of several weeks, 
we passed once again through a certain vj}jage in 
Thu Dan Mot. There was bright sunshine that morning. 
A light mist hovered above the soggy ground, which 
seemed to be resting in the brief lull between mighty 
tropical showers. Disfigured, leafless trees could be 
seen a little way off. Everything had perished from the 
poisonous chemicals-only the pepper had survived. 
But Hfe was slowly returning. The gardens were green 
again, and the barren ground was adorned once more 
with the almost odourless but bright flowers of the 
tropics. But the fruits trees and rubber trees showed 
no signs of life. Thus they stood side by side, life and 
death, tokens of creation a nd destruction. 

That was in the spring of 1965, during the first few 
months of the US escalation of the war. Washington 
had sharply increased the scale of its chemical warfare, 
a nd on the eastern coast the forces of intervention had 
used gases for the first time. Now, six years later, r 



3To npmrcxo.zurno secHoIO l965 ro.Aa s nepnb1c 
MeCK!lhl aMep11KaHc1<0H 3CKaJiaumr Boiilibl. B Te AHll 

BannrnrroH pc3xo ycmmrr XJIMJritecKy10 so111cy, a 1m 
BOCTO'fHOM no6epe)f(be mnepBeHTbl nnepBb•C np1l­
Me1-uunc ra3h1. 11 DOT ceiiL1ac, wecTh JieT cnycnt, y 
MCHH CHOBa BCTaJI nCpe,Ll, rJili3aMH naw HC60JCbWOR 
OTJ>M, cosepwaIOLUltH onacHbrn pew.n. L1epe3 3apa­
)l(eHHb1e Meprab1e .o;>KyKrnn. Ha noliHe, •<aK Ha aoi"me 
- He BCeM CY)l(JleHO BbD!O£Th. n om6 TaK o6eperan­
nno1 Hae CJUlBHh!H KOMarmnp JltteH, MeKOTOpb!C 1(3 
6oi1uo». OcTaJibKblX cyitb6a pll36pocarra n paJHbre 
KOHUbl. Tor)J.a, D wecrb.nec.srr mrroM, Mt.I Cute He 
npe,Acranruum Macwra6oB 6y.nymeii x11MK•1ecxofi 
aoiiHbI BaUIJmrro11a. Ho JHa.JUr, onacamtcb ce ry6n­
reJTbHblX DOCJTC)l.CTBl{H .LlJUl mo.neii. JlJ(Cl{ 6pOCfUT 
KUK-TO D paJrOBOpc ape3aBlilHec.sr B naMJtTb CJlOBa 0 
1IHKli : «3aep1c I 4.To HM )J.O mo.n.ert. 01rn roTOBbl 
ymft!TO)f(l(Tb ncex » ... 

Cero.n,JUI n cJib1wy ~tx KaT< 6bt ao-uonoMy. Y MeH.sr 
lieo6bl'UiaJ1 n TlUKCJlUlt .n.a)f(e Ha noi1ue ac-rpeita. 

HenerKo 3a.n.aBaTh Bonpocbt Marep11 o ee rope, 
cMo-rperb n rnaJa, rJJ.e ne·r 60JTbwe CJteJ. )i(ellut1rna 
TJ{XO}{e'IXO, CJIOBHO 60llCb OOTJ>eDO)f(llTb, npmtCJfMaer 
K ce6e rennoe TCJlbl.le pe6eKKa, a pyxn nncKoao 

still vividly remember our small unit making its 
dangerous trek through the lifeless contaminated 
jungle. War is war, and not everyone is destined to 
survive. We lost our fine commander Lien, who looked 
after us, and we lost some of the men. The rest have 
since been scattered by the war. At that time, in 1965, 
we had little idea of the scale of the chemical war 
which Washingtoo was preparing to wage. But we 
knew and feared its dire effects on human beings. 
lrnprinted in my memory is a remark Lien once made 
about the Yankee:" Beasts I What do they care about 
people? They are ready to wipe them all out.. . " 

Today those words seem to have ·an added signifi­
cance. This is because of a meeting T had had with 
a young mother in Vietnam, a sad and extraordinary 
meeting even fo r wartime. 

lt is nol easy to question a mother abo ut her grief, 
to l.oo k into eyes where there arc no tc<1rs left. The 
woman C<1refully and tenderly presseu the warm body 
of her baby to her, and her hand stroked its head ... But 
there was no joy in the mother's eyes-the child 
would never grow up to be a healthy and happy 
human being. 

Tran Thi K . was expecting her first baby. The young 
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rna.o.ITT ronony ... Ho lf.eT pa)lOCTll na MaTep1rncKoM 
ro11.1,c - llC.Ab ee pe6elfKy llC cyiKJl.CHO cTaTb 3,UopoBbTM 
If c•1aCTJtlll3blM 'ICJIOBCKOM. 

4 aH Tx1{ K. iK,D.aJia nepneHUa. Mono)l.rur iKeruurni.a 
Me'ITaJTa 0 TOM, 'ITO OH pO,UllTCSl KpemmM 1( BCCCJlblM 
lOJbma.n.eT eMy c-.acTJU!llaJI )lOJU£ - nee MaTep11 Mlfpa 
iKeJialOT '.lToro cno1tM .uentM. A icpyroM 6bura noi'i>Ul. 

B nocJieJU-tee BpcMll Ha.a yeJ.UOM l.11£elmJ>o1-tr, r.ue 
H3XOAJUTaCb ee .nepeBHlt, aMepmmlf.CXRC C3MOJ(CTbl 
Ra'larut pacnblJTllTb KaK1fc-To newecTBa. rosopmm 
pa:moc : 'ITO aewecTBa 6c3epe.AID>1 .zuur mo.11.ci-i 11 

IDUUb npe.o.11a:ma•1ellbl )Inll YHll 'ITOJKemur IlOCCBOB M 

m1CTBb1, .o.pynce yrnepiKAamt, 'ITO cepall IIb!Jlhlla 
onacHa .nM :>1rnJIUi •.• 

PamnrM YTPOM 15 mo1U1 1969 ro.na - 3TOT ACHb 
OHa HC 3a6y.neT KHKor.o.a - 4aR Txu K. BbllUJl3 
pa6omTb 11 none. 0Kono 9 •1acoa s f.lC6e aOllBJIJlClt 
caMoJTeT. 3a mLM nonmy1iacb nonoca rycToro ry­
Mana. Ott onycKancsr ace 11m1<e H HH)KC, oKyTan 
.uepeBbst, 3CMJUO. OT TyMaHu Her.ne 6btJIO crr1HnaTbCll. 
4 uH Tx.H K. rro•1yecTaonana TOumoTy. Crnno iKC'lb n 
ropnc, 11.3 rna.J n0Tc10111 cneJbl. Km<ast-To Hemtm­
.uaHHust CTpaw~i.asc ycTaJrocTb onna.o.ena iKeH111,1morr. 
Ona He nOMllHT, KaK .o.o6pa.rracb JJ.0 AOMa. 4epe3 
TpU-'leTb1pe JUUi 4aH Tx11 K . ao•1ynCTBonana ce6st 
JIY'IWe. B ,ueKa6pe, ua MeCstll pa1Cbwe cpm<a, y Ree 
po.zumacb JlO'lb ... 

)/(epmt1bl 11a11a.1.ua 

Napalm victims. 

I 

' 
• 

woman dreamed of a robust and cheerful baby, and 
hoped it would grow up to be happy. These are 
wishes shared by mothers everywhere. But all round 
her there was war. 

l ately US planes had begun spraying chemicals 
over the Tien Phong district, where her village was 
situated . People were saying a ll sorts of lhings. Some 
maintained the chemica ls were harmless to human 
being a nd were only to destroy crops and foliage ; 
ochers said the grey dust was a threat to life ... 

Early in the morning on June 15, 1969-she would 
never forget the day- Tran Thi K. went to work in the 
field. At about nine o'clock an aircraft appeared in 
the sky, trailing a cloud of thick fog. The fog descended 
lower and lower, covering the trees and them the 
ground. There was nowhere to hide. Tran Thi K. 
fe lt nausea, her throat burned, and tears flowed from 
her eyes. Suddenly she was overcome by fatigue. She 
barely remembered how she got to her house. Three 
or fou.r days later she felt better. In December, a month 
earl ier than was expected , she gave birth to a child ... 

I saw the baby girl. The disproportionate body 
writhed convulsively, the head sagged, the eyes 
strayed around meaninglessly. The child is a freak 
because l'hc mother was poisoned by chem.icals, by 
those very chemicals that the Americans call defoliants 



51 BIUlCJ{ pe6eHKa. Henponopwra.taJTbllO CJtO)l(elO-loe 
TeJTbl\e l{enpecramw lODJCBa.TtOCb B KOHBYJlbCllDlfhCX 
JIDH)l(elQ!SlX. r OJIOBa He )lCp)!(aJiacb nl>KMO. H CBOJ­
MO)l{JlO 6i,1no nofrMaTb 11 B3rJTSIJ.l 6era1ownx r ;raJ. 
YpoAcTBo - noc;re,acT~Hll ·roro, •1To MaTb 6btJta 
OTpannerra XHM1rqec1nr:Ml< eelUecmaMu. TeMEr caMbl­
Mll, KOTOpble aMepm<alillbl Ha3blBalOT (( .D.CC~OJIJ!aKTbl )) 
11 YTDep>KJlalOT, '!TO omc 6e3onac1lb1 n.n.11 mo.L1eii. 
JJ.03a 3JlOBClllero TyMalla OKaJanacb Mlf MaJieHbKOtt 
T XIOll pOKOBOU. 

.[(OKTOp CllaM HrOK n o ua6mo,D.aCT Ja )l(epTBa~rn: 

aMep10\aHCKlot XllMH'!ecxax 3Kcnep t\MeHTOB. « MaTb 
fTOABeprnacb OTp8BJle!DllO XllMll'leCKllMU BellleCTBaM II 
Ha BTOpOM MecKue 6epeMeHllOCTlf, - 1{a'!aJl OH CBOH 
paccKaJ, - 11To oco6cmro ooacHo .LIJlll. pe6em:a. 3 To 
BhlJBaJlO rerrern'leCKliC ri3MeHeJUIJI 8 opraBli JMC po­
:>Ke!Ut Ubl II MJ(a,D.eHl~a. y )leBO'IKU pe3KO BblpalKOHHall. 
MICKpOuccpamur. H a 'lepene OTCYTCTByeT TCMe'll\O, 
nopa)l(C}{bl HepBllbte 1.1.empb1 - ronoaa ne /.l.CP)l(F£TCn, 
TIOJBOllO'IlrllK He B COCTOIDUm )lCp)l(aTb TCJIO. J].CBO'!Ka 
JIC MO)KeT JtC)!<aTI> npJIMO, He MO)!(CT CU.D.eTb u CTOSITb. 
r pyAlillSl KJleTKa y pe6elCKa IlCHOpMam.11a. PaJpywerro 
He6o. Opra1uo M pa31mnaerc.11. o•tel{b Me.nne1rno. Y)l(e 
ceil•rac eii np1rxo,A1ITC!f ,uaaaTb crroTaopnoe - 6eJ 
Hero L{eno•1Ka ne cmff ». 

JJ.oKTop cf>aM H roK no He np01{3110Clffi HloalKJIX 
06nmarre.ltbllb1x cnon, OH ronop1rn KaK Me.llltK. Ho TO, 
lfTO OJI CKa3aJl, MO)!(JCO npl{MO JaHOCHTb B 06a1rn11-
TeJthttOC JaKmo11em1e. 

and that arc said to be harmless to human beings. The 
dose of lethal fog proved fa tal co little Thuy. 

D r . Pham Ngoc Lo has been observing victims o f 
the US chemical experiments. " The mother was 
poisoned by chemicals during the second month of 
her pregnancy, " he to ld us. "This is especially 
dangerous to the fcetus. rt caused genetic changes in 
the organism of the mother and the baby. The little 
girl has pronounced microcephaly, and the head 
is without a crown. The nerve centres are affected, 
with the result that the head sags. So does the body, Lhe 
backbone is unable to support it. The child cannot 
l ie straight. cannot sit up and cannot stand. The 
thoracic cavity is abnormal. The palate is ruined. The 
organism is developing very slowly. Even oow we 
have to give the chi ld a sleeping draught for o therwise 
she would not sleep. " 

Dr. Pham Ngoc Lo spoke us a medical man. But 
what he said could be used to draw up an indictment: 

" We have established that defoliants have a dire 
effect on human beings and their progeny. The US 
aggressors have been using chemicals, including gases. 
in Vietnam for more than ten years. From 1961 to 
1970 inclusive more than a million and a hal f pe~)p ie 
have been affected by poisonous chemicals. " 
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« T11rpoabJe KneTKU » 

« B n ynOKOH.LlOpe Ja K3)K,£lblM l<Tlplllf'lOM CKpbl­
aaeTCll 'ICJIOBe4eCKall )f(ll3Hb )}, - Tax CKa.Jan HClnfM 
HaM, OAlllf 111 Tex m1Jtu•1cii, •1To aoCTaBJieflbl caii­
roncKHMI! y611iiuaM1c « CTepe'lb » y31utKOB B Komma­
repltX. 3nt naJta41! npeB'lOIUJUI cpe.QHeBeKOBblX rrn­
KBll311TOpOB B llCKYCCT»e 6ec•1eJIOBe•1l{Oro o6pam,emur, 
D OblTKUX H rJIYMJ1C~llfll Ha,ll •1eJI0De4eCKllM AOCTOHJf­
CTBOM. 

CeHcau1iomrb1e coo6u..1.e1·u111 o cyw,ecrnonarnm « ntr­
poBh•x KJlCTOK }) D KOltUJlarepu HU oc-rpone CMCp'l'lf 
Koamott (nyJlOKOJtAop) noTpncmc Mlcp. 

MJ,1 yCJiblWUJUC 06 3THX CTpaWllblX KaMe1>ax OT 
neTepana penomoui10HH.oro ABl·DKemrn HryeH .[1.bIX 
TxyaHa, )Kyp1{amtcrn <l>aM ToMa H OT Hryeu TxH 
Txo - o.nuoii 10 tteMHOrnx iKK'BblX cn11.ncTeneii, 
qy.noM Bbrpnanwmccn Ha cno6o,cy. 

3a •1eTb1pe ro.na H ryeu Txic Txo npowna ao 3Ta­
aaM ttepe3 caMbte Mpa•ntb1e nopbMhl If xoHUJiarepsi 
Txy3ay MOTa, 3JUtJrnll, Txy.nh1Ka, <t>ynox u, naKoneu, 
n ynoxou.u.opa. 

« TrrrpoBblC KJICTKH », - 11 )f(euw1ura DJJJ.panmaeT 
OT o.nnoro ynOM HH.3l{WI, JleCKOJlbKO MJDryT MOJilUIT, a 
'laTeM npo.nom1<aeT, ynpstMO HaKJIOIDm fOJlOBY Bne­
pe,ll. - « TnrpOBbte KJteTKll » - :no xy)f(e, tteM Ka­
Mepb1, Xy)f(e, 'ICM Kapuepbl ... 2 MeTpa ua 1 MeTp 50 CM. 
TonCTbte )l(CJ1C31Jble npyTbll, OTCTOflUUIC Jlpyr OT 
.upyra RU 10 CM . nnTb 11m1 lUeCTb Y3HJ1KOB, 3anepTblX 
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" Tiger Cages " 

" In Poulo Condor every brick imprisons a human 
li fe." This was said by a man named Nam, one of the 
guards of the Saigon regime's concentration camps. 
These guards have outdone even the Inquisition in 
the art of inhuman rreatment, in torturing and hu­
miliating people. 

The sensational reports about the existence of 
" tiger cages " in the concentration camps on the island 
of death-Con Son (Poulo Coador)- have shocked 
the world. 

I learned of these terrible cells from Nguen Due 
Thuan, a veteran of the revolutionary movement, 
from Pha m Tam, a journalist, and from Nguyen Thi 
Tho, one of the few survivors of the " tiger cages" 
who have managed to esca pe alive. 

Tn four years Nguyen Thi Tho had passed through 
the most terrible prisons and concentration camps 
of Thu Dau Mot, Dia Dinh , Thu Due, Phu Loi, and 
finally, Paulo Condor. 

The " tiger cages" ... The woman shuddered at the 
very world, remained silent for a few moments, and 
then began to speak, her bead tilted upward defiantly. 
" The ' tiger cages• are worse than prison cells and worse 
even than special punishment cells. They are two 
metres long and one and a half across. The thick 
iron bars are ten centimetres apart. The five or six 
prisoners locked in such a tiger cage are not permitted 
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B OAHOH (( nrrpoBOU KJTeTJCe », He llMelQT npruia 
paJro:eapmJaTb, )la)l{e menoTOM. Bech .neuh OKll 
Haxo.nsncn no.n npHCTaJTbHbCM H.a6moJJ.ettueM. Pnc u 
BOAa, JCOTOpblMlf KOpMKT 3aKruo•1e1UlblX, cneuHaJibUO 
CTaJUITCJ! KaK MO)f(HO AaJlbwe OT KJTeTOK. Bee no 
0•1epe)l1t XO,CllIT Ja C)lOll, BCC TUK )l(e no O'lepC,Llll onrn­
CRT 6UJlOH c llC'lllCTOTaMH. 0KaJ!lBlllliCb CHapy)f(lf, 
JaJCJll-O'leBKbrii ,llOJDKell 6bJCTp0 6c'l!CaTb, RC TIO,Zl.Ill!Mall 
roJIOBbl, ae CMOTp.11 101 eneuo, mt an paeo. Oxpa•unnot 
30pKO 3a Jfl(M CJle,WtT, H rope TOMY, l\TO XOTb ua 
ceKYHAY OTOpBeT .BJrJUI,[l OT 3eMJll{ - OH 6y.u.eT 
3BCpC!OI H3611T . .6bl-OT, anpoYeM, TT npOCTO 6e3 'BCSll\OfO 
lJOBOAa. b blO'T CTpaWRO - no py.KaM, no nJITKaM, no 
KOJieIDIM, AO TCX aop, DOKa )KepTBa ue nepeCTa'HeT 
lIBitf3TbCR. M 'laUJ,e ncero - cpa3y nocne e.D;bl, TaK 
M)''llITeJlbHee. 

Hepe,nKo nopeMWHJOC no.n.CIDK1ma1-0r B 1enen<11 
cyMacrne.n.w11x, m1or.u.a no.a.KJ.t)lbma10T 6ewcHbIX co-
6aJC. Ecm1 KTO-mf6o, He JJhl,l\ep)KaB, 1-1a,nmaer KpwtaTb, 
ero 3a6paCbUJ3.IOT aeOJlOM, nCCKOM, Jl3BeCTKO.llOH 
llbUTb>o... He ace BhlHOCRT Taute llhlTKH, MHonte 
yMJ1pa1-0r ... )> 

Cell•rac y)f(e .uocro:eepHo HJBecnm, '!TO Ta1mc 
1meTxn, He ycrynruoll.lHe 3acremcaM cpemteBeKoaor. 
JlliKBH31LUllH, C03,D,aBbl u B .npyrux T>opbMax Jl KOHJJ.­
JJarep.llX l:Q)KHOro BbeTttaMa, n 3acrertKax JCOTOphtX 
TOMllTC.ll 200 TblCH'I MY)K'Ilfll It IKeIIUUUf, CTapmcon 
ll ,LICTefi. 

I 
I 
-

to speak to one another, not even in a whisper. All 
day long they are wacched closely. Their rice and water 
are deliberately placed as fa r away from the cage as 
possible, and the prisoners take turns fetching the 
food and removing the ca n with their bodily dis­
charges. Once outside the cage, the prisoner has to run 
quickly, without lifting his head and without glancing 
right or left. The guards keep watching him, and it is 
just too bad for him if he should lift his eyes from the 
ground for even a moment- he will be beaten terribly. 
But then, at any moment he is lia ble to be beaten 
anyway ... The beatings are fiendish: the prisoner's 
hands, heels, and knees are beaten until he is unable 
to move. rn most cases, the prisoner is beaten im­
mcctiately after he has eaten- this makes it all the more 
painful. 

" Sometimes the guards will put a madman or 
even a mad dog into one of the cages. lf any of the 
prisoners in the cage breaks down and starts shouting, 
aJI the prisoners have ashes, sand or lime thrown at 
them ... Not au C"dn endure such torture- many died ..... 

lt is now an established fact that cages of this kind , 
a form of torture matched only by the inquisition in 
the Middle Ages, exist in other South Vietnamese 
prisons and concentration camps too. ln these prisons 
and camps there are 200 thousand inmates, including 
women and children. 
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Ha .nopore .N!! 9 

(( 4 TO npOHCX0,11.lfT Ha ,!J,Oporc Nc.1 9 TIO.LI 4eIJOHOM ? 
- He.r1oyMeHHO no1nopHJI Moil nonpoc Totum1, cpe,a­
Hero pocTa caiiroHeu n UBeTacroA py6a.xe. - Tpy.o,Ho 
cxa3aTb. MJ,1 He orpuu::teM, '!TO 4enoR, Aa 11 ne 
TOJlbKO OH, l(OlrrporutpycTC,!I KOMMYH11CTaMH, 'ITO Ollll 
npo.noJDKa10T l-tacrynnc>u(e. BoT 3asTpa nOJIY"llfM Jl3 
Caiiroua HOBbte MaTepnam,1 l( CMeilllM BlITpllllbl ». 
Pa3rOBop aponcxo)J,11n B cepcAHHe MapTa Ha TpeTbeM 
XltJIOMcrpe ,11.0poru N2 9 :s nponarau.u.HcTCKOM u.empe 
caAroHCKOii )Q{C~OpMal.l,l-IOHl-mil CJ1y)K6bt. 

lho rrpoUCXO,!UfT Ha .noporc 1'e 9 IlOA 4enoUOM ? .. 
HaA rononoio no 6eJ06na•1ttoMY nbma1cweMy He6y 
xancTpe•1y H:lM IUBKO npotcOOHTCn TJIIKCJlblC rpyJODblO 
sepTOJICTht c JM6JieM8MII BBC C lliA. BblDOJllT .neuh 
It HO'lb patteHbtX H.3 (( MCUil\O"B », n KOTO pLJX O'l)'TlfJTllCb 
K Mapry aMepHKal{O·Cai1roHCKHe BOHCKa Ha ,[(CBSCTOii 
.nopore. A no 3CMne ua tppoITT rnueTcn KOJIORMa Ja 
KOJIOHHOii BOCIUtM TCXlOIKa, CBC)l(lle no.111<penJlelUUl. 

Ceperoma MapTa YJKC ne cymura IU£TepneuTaM 
m-t•1cro x.opowero . .ll,a)l(e npe,llCTanwren1t aMepl!KaR­
cKoro KOMaH,o.osaHlrn lUi'laJ11t tta npecc-Kott<jlepeliumrx 
ronop1Hb 06 oTxo.ne. Ha .Ilene )KC 3TO 6blJTO 6ecnopll­
.ao•moe OTCTynne1me. 

Hu 43-il ).l.Clib onepau1ui « J1aM WoH . 719 >> -
caMaSI KpymlaJl 3a rOAbl HH,llOXJ(TaiiCKOH noiiHb1-
3aXJ1e61ry11acb. AMep11Katto-ca1lrol(cK11e s oiicxa ocTa­
BHJTll nee KJTI-0•1eBbte no311UHU. CToTepit MapHolieTo•moit 
apM!!H H no,!J,pa3.o.cneHl4H ClilA cocTaBHJl lt 6oJlee 20 
ThtC!r'f T.ll)l(eJlOpaHeBhlX If y6nTblX. Ha JOLKKOBbeTUaM­
CKOM H JiaOCCKOM yqacTKax ,neDSITOH .n.oporn. 

Onepaua.H « JlaM illoH 719 » uaqa.nacb 8 rpeepa.rv1 
aoilcle 1971 ro.u.a, xor.aa nepab1e KO!lOlilihl 6poHeTaH­
KOBbtx BOHCK 20-TblCll'fHOU aMepllKaHo-caiiroHCKOif 
rpynmt pOBKll c K>>KUODbeTRaMCKOro IJJiaUA::tpMa BTOp­
TJlllCb Ha Tepp1rrop1(K> Jlaoca. ltlx ao.a..aep:>1omano 
1500 6oeBblX caMOJICTOB, 800 BCpTOJieTO)l, COnut Tall­
KOB 11 6poueMawmt, TIDKenaK apnUUieprur. Ha.JieTht 
aMepHxaHcxoii 60M6ap)J,1rpono•1aoii ae1Lau1111 61>1mr 
).l,ODC).l,CH.bl no 500-600 6oeBblX DblJLCTOB B eyTK1'1. 

Ue.IlblO 3TOH onepaumc, pa.Jpa60T31-Ul0tt n e1na­
fOHOM, 6bmo pa3pe3a1me cpaJKam~erocll rrpOTHB 
aMeplfK3HCKICX arpeccopoB l'I HAOKJHaSI .H3).l,BOe c 
BOCToxa Ha 3ana.n no ,llOpore NQ 9. AK1.1,1IJ1 rrony•111na 
ycJIOBROe aa3BUHHe ruta1-m <( KOpc1nawrn )) ill~AOKH­

TaiiCKOJf BOfll(bl. rmmkUll p011b B onepau111r OTBO,l(ll· 
nacb caltroHCKUM uaeMHKKaM. AMep.liKSHCKJ1e reHe­
pUJihl JrutsJuimr, •no ,nopora NQ 9 6y,aeT nepablM 
6oCDblM OnLmlhlM noJieM « BbeTii3MH3llll,Hll » BOllJ.(bl, 
Bcero )!\e tta JOlKH011beTitaMcKoM n 11aoccxoM yqacrKax. 
).l,en~rroi1 .n.oporn secHOK> 197 I ro,Qa .aertcrnosano 45 
TblCJt'i cai:iro1-10-aMep1rKUHCKJCX BOttCK. 

B TJlYAHbCX ropHbtX yc11oeusi:x narpHOThl, Hee~ 
MOTPll 1{3 npeBOCXO)J,CTBO npOT1£B1HCKa B BOJ,nyxe, 
oCTanoDJunr npo.nem1<eK1te aMepmcauo-cairroucKHX 
DOHCK, a 3aTeM no UJl(pOKOMY cppolITy nepeuurn a 
CTpeM.KTenbt<Oe XOHTpHacrynJieKHe. Bnepebte B HCTO­
pim lflm0.Kl!Taik1'0ii BOllHbl naTpllOTr!'iecKUC BO· 
op)')Kemt:b1e cwnht ycneillHo nem~ TaKKOBbTe 6oH:. 
CafiroltcKRii no10<oamac HryeH Bau Txo y>Ke n wre1cy 
BbHfY>K,lleH 6b1Jl DOn;TDCPAKTb, 'fTO y Hero H.e OCT3B8-
JIOCb liHOfO BbCXO,na, KaK OT,llaTb Dpl£Ka3 cnoeMy 

O o Highway No. 9 
" What is happening on Highwny No. 9, at Sepon?" 

the lean Snigon officia l of medium. height, wearing a 
rather fancy-coloured shirt, repeated my question in 
some perplexity. " ft is hard to say. We do not deny 
that Sepon-and not only Sepon-is controlled by the 
Communists and that their offensive continues . 
Tomorrow we expecl to receive new materials from 
Saigon and will put up new displays. " The conver­
sation too k place in the middle of Murch at a propa­
ganda centre set up by the Saigon regime infor· 
matioa service on the third kilometre of the highway. 

What was happening on Highway No. 9, at Sepon ? ... 
Overhead heavy cargo helicopters bearing the U.S.A.F. 
emblem swept across the bright cloudless sky in a 
direction opposite to that in which we were moving. 
Night and day they were evacuating the wounded from 
the enci rclements in whjch the US and Saigon Lroops 
had found themselves on the highway by March. 
On the ground fresh reinforcements were heading fo r 
the front in what seemed a never-ending column. 

By the middle or March the outlook for the forces 
or intervention was a bleak one. At news conferences 
US command spokesmen began talking about a with· 
drawal. Actually their troops were retreating in con­
fusion. 

After 43 days, Operat ion " Lam Son 719 ", the 
biggest of the Indo-China war, wus completely bogged 
down. The US-Saigon troops had abandoned all 
their key positions. Their casualties on the South 
Vietnamese and Laotian sectors of Highway No. 9 
bad exceeded 20 thousand men. 

Operation " Lam Son 719 " had begun on February 
8, 1971. when the 5rst columns ofa 20-thousandstrong 
armo ured fo rce of US- Saigon troops had moved 
from their springboar<l i11 South Vietnam into Laotian 
territory. They were supported by 1,500 military 
planes, 800 helicopters, hundreds of ttinks and ar­
moured cars, and heavy artillery. US bomber aircraft 
flew up to 500-600 sorties daily. 

The objective of this Pentagon-conceived operation 
was to slice Tndo-China in ha lf from east to west 
aloT\g Highway No . 9. This was referred to as a plan 
for the " Koreanizalion " of the lndo-China war. The 
main role in the operation was assigned to the army 
or the Saigon puppet regime. As tbe US generals 
put it, Highway No. 9 would be the first battle-ground 
test of the policy of " Vietnumization ' ' of the wur. 
All in all , there were 45 thousand Saigon and US 
troops in action on the South Vietnamese and Laotian 
pnrts of the highway in the spdng of 1971. 

In difficult mountainous conditions and despite 
the enemy superiority in the afr , the patriots succeeded 
in halting the US aod Saigon troops. Following this, 
tbey mounted a powerful coumer-off ensive along a 
brnad front. For the first time io the history of the 
lndo-China war, the patriotic armed fo rces employed 
tanks in these operations. After he had been taken 
prisoner by the patriots. Colonel Nguye11 Van Tho 
admiltcu that he had round himself in a p<1siti011 in 
which he had no alternative bur to order his garrison 
to surrender. His unit::. had been the nr~t to experiem:e 
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Sou 6111n11 :JH:ap1m,uu 

/battles. r(! 'erocious, crue Those we J• 



Map11011e111ow1we Bo1lc1;a 8 6ec11op11tke 
omcmynOJOm 

" Puppet "forces on the run . 

4. 





rap1rn301Ly o CJl3'te. Ero •1acT11 nepsbtMli lfCilhITaJUf Ha 

ce6e CTpCMllTCJlbllbUl H3Tl!CK 6poHCT31{K0BbIX no.11.­
pa3,ne11eK1lii naTpllOTll'leCl(J[X CKJI Ha Bb!COTC Nl 456. 
ATaKa Ra•ra.nacb nocne no11y.11.tu1, Heo"m.nruuw. l l o 
np1ouamuo nOJfKOBHltKa Txo, TaHKOBbie n o,np a3-

ACJ1C1Uffi naTpllOTOD 6 blJll( 06lUlpy)l(eHbI JIHlllb B TOT 

MOMCHT, Kor.a.a OHH: aaxo~mlCb B 800 MeTpaX OT 

n epeAttcro Kpasr. Y,nap 6bm HaCTOJlbKO aeo)l(l{JlaHHblM 

It COKpyu1111 CJ1Lll t.IM. 'ITO caiiroHCKllC 11aeMllliKll 

!WiKC 11c CM 0 1 Jii i OK;na fb cepheJHoro con po·ncnnewrn 
llll TUHICaM. 111 1 uopu::tBW l lMCfl D ux pncnonmKCHHC 

l llTYPMOllblM llOJ1.piU.l1CJICI UIHM neXOTbl. 

A1v1q>1 11rn11cKoc KOMaH.llosa1rne 6poc 11J10 11 KOrrrp­

nrntcy 01\0JIO 8(1 1 <111 1\00 II 6 polleMaLUllH 17-ro 6pO HCTCIH-

1m uoro 6unu11>u1w caiiro1LcK1rx nollcK. ltlx n O.ll.JlCp­

iK1ma1111 ncxo ra 11 aum1 u11u. n a·1 p110·1 r,1 n p11ttam1 6oH. 
Orpa1110 .naKy, OHll 11c p c w 1111 u KO ll'I p11acTyn 11e1me. 

n epnoe Till l KOROC CpaJKCHllC U IJIH.ll0KllT3C 33KOR­

'lllJ l0Clo 1106e.uo li IHJT(WOTOB. Be•1cpoM. oc raa110 11a 
lh,~ I bl f'lC/tK l lJIOMC I ponoM y•iacTKC 6011 58 nl l!KOU II 

Gporn:MUUJllJI. oc 1 a1 Kii callrono-a1v1ep11 KaRctcux soilctc 
e1>111ylKJ.J.C111>1 6i.u111 u 6ecnopsrnKe oTcrynaTb K 10;K-

110Bi.cnwMcKoii r pa1111uc! . 

. . . Ha pac1rn11c1111y10 11c11Ty .ll.CB»TOil ..uoporn 11a.11a10T 

IGlnllll JlOiK.ll ll - npeJtBCCTHllKll MOKpOro nc-r11ero 

cc m 11a . PacKa 11,1 uecc1111cro rpoMa ry111<11M 3XOM 

ttecyTcu 11\1..a. n>Ky11r Jl!ll\ll t. Bnepen11 iKapKoe neTo 

n1,cnrn~1cKoii noii11t.1. 11o nr,1e 6011. A no1m o.nep)!(aHa 

Dail\11nsi no6cJla. 011cpau11l! 1< JlaM W o11 » npooam1-
. rnc1 •. 
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the swift onslaught or the armoured units or the pa­
triotic forces on Height No . ..+56. The a track had begu n 
shortly after noon, totally unexpectedly. According 
LO Colonel Tho, the tank units or Lhe patriots were 
sighted only when they a mere 800 metres from the 
front lines. The blow was so unexpected and devasta­
ting that the Saigon regime's troops were unable to 
put up any ~e rious resistance either l•J the tanks or 
to the infantry units tha t overrun their .... positions. 

The US Command sent about 80 tanks and armoured 
veh icles of the 17th Armoured Battalion of the Saigon 
forces into a counter-attack, supported by infantry and 
aircraft. The patriots engaged them, repulsed the 

· attack, and launched a counter-attack on their part. 
The fi rst tank battle in lndo-China thus ended in a 
victMy for Lhe patriots. In the evening. having lef'l 
behind 58 tanks and armoured vehicles on a fou r­
kilometre stretch of terri tory. the remnants of Lhe 
Soigon- US fo rce had to retreat in confusion towards 
the South Vietnam border . 

. . . Drops of rain arc pattering down on the scorched 
ribbon of Highway No. 9. heralds of the sum mer mon­
soon season. The rumble of spring thunder echoes in 
the j ungle. Ahead lies another hol summer of the 
Vietnam war, new battles. In the meantime an im­
portant victory has been won . Operation ·• Lam 
Son 719 ··has failed. 

Ha aMep11Ka11cl\o,11 mpotfte1i110.11 111a11Ke - Bnepec) ! 

They captured a US tank. 



Kouzpecc 11opoo11b1X 11peocmaaume11e1i, 11poflon11ac11Bum1/ po:>1Coe11ue Pecny611wm IO.><e11b11i Boemua;11 

The Congress of Pe1Jple'.r Represe11tati11es that pmclaimed t!te Republic of South Vietnam . 

r ;1aea np8DllTCJJLCTB8 ,naeT llJITCpBLJO 

An1ye1 ceM 1>.uecn 1 11cpooro 1 011a. 51 6cpy 111ncps1>10 
y X101111 1. Ta it <l)a 1<1. 11 pcJJ.ct:.u~m.:;u1 l3pcMe1rnoro 
pceoJ 1101~11 0 1 11 to 1 o 11pau111 CJlbc1 JJa Pccnv6mt Kii f0;1'-

11i.1ii BbcrnaM ... l3ncp1Ji.1c npCMbcp-M;1 11 1rcrp P IOB 
OTBe•iacr COllCTCKOl\1Y )l(yp11a1111cry. 

B11po•1e11.1 , )l 0 II 1 UK II JlC coucei\1 I UK. J'vl llC .llOBCJ!OCh 

ec1pc•1a 11.c11 c X101111i. Tau <l>a10M cu1c aec11010 1965 
roJta. Tor .ta 011 1 O')!(c ut.1c 1 ymu1 s po1111 pe0omou11011-
11oro JJIH\cpa - npc.uccJ.la rcm1 caiiro1tc1mro KOM1rre-i<1 
Haw1011a11hiroro cl1ro11Tu ocso6o>t<ne111u1 IO)fnwro 
Bbel ttal\ttl. HMcc1 c c ero orps11iaM11 110•1al\111 wara,111 
1'11>1 11a Caiiro11. rnpora1111 6ec110Koii11b1c .'Hiii s 
15 K11Jlo11.1c1 pax 01 OKKy1111pooa1111oro ropo.ria. a 
11ap 1113a11cK11x 11epeuy111Kax. 3nccb ll anepebte 11 
yc11b1Lu~111 611orpa1l11110 X101111i. Ta11 <llaTa 01 ero 
nrw1cii. CnM llPC.LJCC]la ICJlb npc,ino•mnu1 rooop111 b llH 
JlPYrllC fCMbl. 
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An Interview with the Prime Minister 

I n August 1971 I interviewed Huynh Tan Phat. the 
Chairman of the Provisional Revolu tionary Govern­
ment of the Republic of South Vietnam. le was the 
first interview t ha l the Prime Minister had granted 
to a Soviet j ourn.ulisl. 

Actually, I had met Huynh Tan Phat in the spring 
of 1965. At that time he was the chairman of t he 
Saigon committee of the N.L.F. I was with some of 
his units during their night marches towards Saigon. 
During the day we wou ld slop in :.o:nc of the gucrrilla­
controlled vi llages within 15 kilometre!. o f the occupied 
city. II was there that I first heard Huynh Tan Phat ·s 
life-story from his friends. The chairman himself 
preferred to speak on other subjetcs. 

He was born in the Mekong delta. He became active 
in political affairs while still u student in 1936. During 



To11bl\O 111110 06paw8a1111oe Bpl!Ml!//1we peoon10111101111oe 11pao11111e.1bc111110 11 l<o11cy11b111am11011blli cooem P JOB npeornuMu nepeiJ iJe,1uama.1111 
Ko1upecca 

111e newly-formed Provlsfo11al Revo/11tfo11ary G<'1'ernmellf and tire Advisory C(llmcf/ of the Republic of South Vil!tnam at the Congress. 

Ypo;Kc111.: u .u.i:J11 ,1i.1 Mc1m 11 ra. rno10 11on 111 11 <1ccKy 10 

Ji!1L ICJlt.1 t1lCtt. 11a,m11 CTY/lCHTOl\ I n 1936 rolly. B 
1 t11.1i..1 i1110 11c1rnii OliKy11<1u1111 Oil yiKc 1nJla 1cJ1b )l\yp11am1 

« Txn 111. 11111.:11 » ( <~ Mo.1101teiKh 11 ), a 3aon110 o.u.1111 ir1 

11Clll)IJil I c:ieii II 11YKOUO,lllllC!lei1 reeOJJ l-OllllOll HOii op­
r<llll l ia111111 11 Mo11011ciK11L1il ana11rapn. ». H e p~l'l 

Cll)lCJI u 11op1.:-.1e. 01111UIK}]LI Ut.lilLIR 111 TlOpbl\llol . 011 

llCflCll lCJl Jllllll llO 1l>pmna II 0'1YI ll JICSI u cno60,£111oil 

Jolie. rJ tc uc 1 y 1111J1 e 1c:o..10Kpa 111LJCCK11ii 1[ipo111 Bi,e 1-

M111u •. 13 19-l-l I Ol ly llM II ero .!l.p )'JbSl\111 COJLl:tlla 

1lc,10Kpu 1 1P1ccK<HL 11apT11S1 BbcT11al\1a (ll n B). B 
H au11oua.ri b111.1ii 1[1po111 ocnoooil\Jtc1111S1 11 1960 ru,1y 

X1011ui. Tan <l>a1 uowt:Jl K:tl\ lc1tcpa:1b11b1ii cci;pc1apb 

111113. 
B 1oai.1 11oii1u .. 1 Cl)llpo11rn;1c111111 11po111u 1j1pa11 1w 1-

ci;11x i;o110111na 1 opou ( 19-16-195.:1 ru.11>1 J X101111i, 

Ta11 <(l;i 1 n11pc 1nop 11111jiopi\ ia1111ouuoii c 11y:.K6 1.1 

HuM60, •1Jte11 a.uM111111cTpanrn1toro KOMllTCTa Conpo­

Tl lDJlC Hll!l Cuiiru1tu - 3sin.1rttsi. 

lhe Jupanese occupation. he was the publisher or rhe 
journul Titan/, 11ie11 (" Youth .,), and one of the 
rounders and leaders or the revolutionary organiza tion 
known as the'' Youth Vangua rd.·· He was imprisoned 
several times. Once, upon his release from prison, he 
crossed the rrnntline in to the free zone, where he 
joined Lhe Viel Minh democra tic front. In 1944 he 
and his friends founded the Democratic Party of 
Vietnam. and it was as the General Secretary of this 
party that Huynh Tan Phat joined the Nationa l 
Liheration Front in 1960. 

During the War of Resistance against the French 
colt,nialists ( 1946-1954), Huynh Tan Phat was the direc­
tor of the Nam Bo information service and a member of 
the Saigon-Gia Dinh Resistance Administrative Com­
mittee. 

rn the summer of 1954 he returned to Saigon. this 
time legally. Together with others, Huynh Tan Phat, 
now a well-known arch itect, began fighting fo r the 
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Hi!ye11 X1>1y Txo, npeiJceoame111J Ko11cyJ11,.. 
111a11111s11ow coacma BPl7 PIOB, f7pedce­
<>a1111urb rTpewiJ11y.11a ~K H<l>OFOB 

X101111& Ta11 <Pam, fTpciJce1>a111CJtb Bpe.11e11110?0 
peR0/1101/UO/IJI0.!0 11pao11111e11&cm11a P/08, re11f!­
p011bl/blii cei;pemap& J]eA10Kpa11111•1ec1<oii nap-
1111111 JO:HCllOZO 8be111110,11a 

<t>yuc Ba11 Ky11a, 30Au!c11111111em, fTpeoce­
oame1111 fT PB P FOB, M111111cmp 1J11ympe111/llX 
iJe11 BPfl' PJOB 

Nguyen H1111 Tho, Chairman of tire Ad-
1>isory Council of tire Pro11isional Revo/11-
tio11ary Government of lire Republic of 
So11tli Vietnam, a11d C!raimum of tire Presi­
dium of the Ceurr"'/ Commiffee of tire 
NMiona/ Liberation Front. 

Huynh Tan Phat, Clrairmo11 of 1/ie Provis(ona/ 
Revolutfo11ary Go1•er11m~11t uf rite Rep11blic of ·. 
Sou/Ir Vietnam, and General Secretary of tire 
Democratic Parry of So11tlr Vietnam. 

Phung Van Cung. Deputy Chairman and 
Mb1ister of /11temal Affairs of the Pro­
VIS/Onal Revo/11tio11ary Gover11me11t of the 
Republic of South Vietnam. 

C J1cTa 1954 ron.tl OH. c1-1o oa o CafiroHe - 11a Jtentnb­
llOM noJtO)f(Ctrnu . BMeCTe c JJ.PYr1tM11 Bll.Llllblii apx11-

rcKTop Xt-011Hb TaH <l)aT 6opeTc.R 3a ocywcCT011c1111e 
)!{e1-1eac111tx cornnwe1111i1. Cuona yrpOiKUC:T Tl-OpbMa, 
KOIHlJJUrcpb ... 11 001 e 1958 ro.ny c PSlll.OM 113eecrnb1x 
nporpecc11eJiblX JJ.e.1neneli XroliKb TaH <l>aT noKn,naer 
CTOm!lJ,y If YXOJJ.lfT D JJ.>KyHrmr. (( Mbt, - CKa3aJI OH B 
6ece.ne co MROH Tor.na, BCCHOJO WCCTbJJ.CCRT nnoro,-
6yJleM nponomKa 1b11awy 6opb6y JlO non ttoll no6e.u,b1». 

WccTb neT cnycrst OH ronop1U1 o roM lKe, TaK JKe 
yoepeHHO. Ho Tenepb 3a er o 11Jte'laM11 6btJJ y"'e 11e 
TOJlbKO OOblT peuOJllOUllOHepa, nonnOJTblUl! Ka II 

napT1na11a, 110 11 rocy)lapcncHHOro .neine.lU!, npe­
MbCp-M11 1111CTpa Pccny6m1K11 IOiKllbtfi BbeniaM. 11 
BOT yJKe o HOBOM Ka•recTee, KaK rnaoa BpeMcHHoro 
peeomou110HBoro npaaHTCJlbCToa XlolCHb Taa <l>aT 
.naeT nepooe liHTepBbl-0 coaeTCKOMY ){(YPHaJIHCTy. 

(( Ecn11 Coc.n11HCHHb1e WTaTbl neikTn1rreJib110 yaa-
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implementation of the Geneva Agreements. Again 
he wai. faced with the threat of imprisonment. rn 
1958. with severa l other prominent progressives, he 
left the capital ror the jungle. " We will carry on our 
struggle, " he lol<l me in the spring of 1965, " until we 
are completely victorious ... 

Now, six years later he spoke of th is just as confi­
den tly. And he spoke not only as an experienced 
revolutionary, underground fighter. and guerrilla, but 
also as a statesman, the Prime Minister of the Republic 
of South Vietnam. 

This was how he explained to me the attitude of the 
patriots to the main question: " I f the United States 
genuinely respects the right of the people of South 
Vietnam to self-determination, as President Nixon 
has claimed repeated ly, it must stop interfering in the 
internal affairs of South Vietnam, it must give up 
all its underhund mana:uvres aimed at keeping che 



I 
~­

llX 

l./1111b J11111b Txao, 3a.\l('C/llll/ll('/lb npe1lce­
c)a111e11J1 Ko11cy11b111w1111B11oi!o coBema BPn 
PIOB, npe1kec)ame11b Cow:1a lfa1111011a11b11b1x 
c)e.110KpOllllll/l'CKUX II .1111po11HJ61111wx Cll.I 

Bbem110Ma 

H lye11 Bau K11e111, '3a.11Pc11111menb rlpeoceoa111P-
1u Co10Ja, M111111c111p 06pa1ooa1111J1 u .\I0.100e;)ll:11 
BPllPIOB 

Hzye11 J(oo, Ja,11ec11111111e11b flpec)ceiJa111e11.~ 
BPn PIOB 

Tr/11/i Dinh Thao, Depu/y Chairman of the 
Advisory Co1111cil of the Provisio11a/ Rcvo­
/11/lnirary Gol'ernme11/ of /lie l<epublic of 
South Vietnam, and Chair111a11 of the 
Alliance of Natio11al, Democratic and Peace 
Forces of Vietnam. 

Nguyen Van Kiel. Depllly Chairman of 1/1e 
Alliance and M/11/ster of Education and the 
Youth of the Provisional ke110/111lonary Go11ern­
mel/f fl/ the Republic of Somh Vietnam. 

Ng11ye11 Doa, Dep11ty Cltairma11 of rile 
Provi.flo11al Re1•olutionary G11vemme11t of 
the Republic of So111h Vietnam. 

)!<CllO'I 11pano m1po.o.a IO)K11oro BbeniaMa 11a caMo-
011pcncnem1c, ro ott11 flO.mK Hbl npeKpaTllTb 0Mewa-
1eJ1bCTBO eo e11yrpeinu1c ,aena IO"lKttoro BbeTHaMa, 
ecc Mot11etttt11•1ec1rne MatteBpb1, 1rnnp:to11eHHb1e t-ta 
cox.patteH11e y snacn t Map11011eTKll H ryeH Batt 
Tx.ney ». - rnK 06b11c111rn noJ11u111-0 naTµ 110TOB no 
rnao110My 0011pocy rnaoa BPn PIOB. OTBe'laR Ha 
noc11e.nH 11c MOii eonpocb1, XK>HHb Tatt <l>aT no.a­
'1cp1a1yJ1: (( n ooc,Ubl, O)lep)f{'1 Hl{ble ttapo}laMll IOJtCHOro 
Bben1aMa B 6opb6c nponm CWA. Ja cnnce1111e 
r oA11Hb1 non pyKOD01lCTBoM H<DOJ-OB H BPn PIOB, 
H.eOT,£tenllM bl OT 60JlbWOH 110,UJJ,ep)KKll 11 nOMOLlll1 co 
cTop01cb1 Couerc1wro Co10Ja. ,apyrnx c0turnn11-
cnt•1ecK11x c rpan 1t uccx c 1 pa11. Bb1cTyna1-01u11x 3a M1rp 
11 c11paec.ru111eoc 1 b ». 

M ewe X101mb Tan <l>aT noaTopit.rt. '11 o uapo.o. 
fO)K1toro 8 1>eT11aMn !IOBell.eT cnpaseJJffilBYIO 6opb6y 
no norutoil 1106e.ub1. 

puppet Nguynh Van Thieu in office.·· 
In reply to my fina l questions, he said: "The vic­

tories achieved by the people of South Vietnam in 
their fight against the U nited States and to save 
their country. the victories they have won under the 
leadersh ip of the Nationa l Liberation Front nnd the 
Provisional Revolutionary Government, are in­
separable from the grea t support and assistance they 
have received from the Soviet Union. the other social­
ist States, and a ll the countries working for peace and 
justice. " 

And Huynh Tan Phat repeated once aga in that 
the people or South Vietnam would carry on their 
j ust struggle LLntil complete victory was won. 

• 
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HOBMI Ol>CTAHOBKA B CEBEPHOM BbETHAME 

THE NEW SITUATION IN NORTH VIETNAM 

a 



C 1Lmc6pjj 1968 1 o,'..l.a u 1l.eMOKpnnL•rec1mi1 Pecny6-
Jlll 1>e BbeTlt<lM C.11011<1u10Cb cnoeoopwrnoe 11onoJKe111re, 
Koma ao3nywH.a11 soii 1rn Baw11111 1011a ue ao106-
11oamtcTc!l, H.O soopy)l{Clll{blC np0110KUUILll II WllllOH­
CKllC o6;reTbt TCpp1rrop1111 .ilPB npOJlOfDtWIOTCJI. 
Boiillbl llC I. HO HCT II npo1111oro l\lllpa. Bee )TO II 

BKillO'lac 1 e cefot nomn11e « 11 0B<.111 06cn1ttoeKa )), 
KOTopoc rlOJLY'lllJIO 11pa1.1a I piliKllrlllCTIJU II B oc!>lfllllU)lb­
llLIX ,LlOKyMetrrax II 1l 0611Xt)Jlt:. npo>ttUllllt OlJllTC.%­
HOCTI> II llURaSI 0 rnop npOll<:KUl\1 llMCplli\H llCKOil 

U0CllU11flllol, pec n y6Jll lK:t 6oJtbLUOC IH lll MHHllC y!lC:M!C I 

pl:IUC'lllUO 11eO'IJIO)Kll hl X llUPOlll IOX01ff iiCTIJCl!llblX II po· 
611cM. B 1t0116pt> 1968 1 0 11a 1w cr1c1 111 ~1.11> 110M 1acc1rn111111 
Conna M11tt11c1 poll LlPR 6m1il\aii11111c 1:.11t11•111 ob1J111 

- c1ju1pl\1yn11poea11b1 cnc;1y1u111111\1 oGp•nt>M : « Hupl>J1 
Ccocp11oro Bhc11ta\lu Jll'!t~c11 "" 111u1lo p:nu1111a 11, 
110<: 111111y 11.1c 1106cn1.1 . yi;pcn. tsrn. \1011lb Ccecpa eo 
acex 0611acTroc., BhmonHsrrb caoii .nonr 11epen co-
0Tc•1ecTBett1u1KaM11 Ha IOre, c KOTOpb1M1t OH cmnatt 
TCCHblMH yJaMll, II B TO )Ke epeMff cox.paH!ITb BblCOKYl<l 
61\llTCJlbHOCTb 11 rDTOBllOCl"b copsaTb liOBbte npo­
llCKU .epura n 0IB0111cn1111 Ccnep11oro BbeTnaMa, 
JtOuecT11 l\CJTo 6opb6bt npor11a CWA, Ja 11a1.u1orianb­
Hoc cnacem1e AO non1Lofl no6enb1 >). 

r11aBH.hle YCllJlJUl pccny6JJllKll 11t1npaaJ(eHbl f{U eoc~ 

CTallOBJlCtll!e pa1py111eHHOro .noiinoi'i XOJllMCTBa II 

yecm111eH11c npo1nBOACTBa npoitoeoJTbCTDIUL YaepeH­
tto 1ca611 paCT TeMn bl 11 npOMb1u1ncHHoe npo1n ao.n­
cTBo . 

nepBble ycnex11 .B BOCCH\llODnemll! K paJBll'Tllll 
11apOAHOro )WJmtCTBU y?Ke CKa3aJUICJ, 11a MaTeplUUT.b­
HOM nonmKCJL111 r 11acenelU·fff. Y 11r1w 11nocb c11a6JKeH11e 
no KapTO'lKUM. Pl{).1 Tosapon y>Ke nocTynae-r n coo-
6oJlliY t-0 npo,na)Ky. 

B ceH.nt6pe 1969 roJla BbcnLaMCKHii 1rnpo.11. noH.ec 
TlliKeJTyto yTpaTy. n epecTano 61fTbCSI cep..a,ue BO>K,!UI, 
oc1touannR ~· pyt<oBOAllTenR napT1111 rpyll.lfUlllX.Cll H 
cou11an11cnp1ecKoro roey AapcTaa Toeapmua Xo W 11 

M 1tHa. BbenraMctrnc KOMMy1111c11>1 noKJUIJll tCb BblOOJt­
HllTb 1auewam1e Xo W1r M11ua - oceo601l1tTb 
lOlKHb1ii BbeT1raM. no611TbCll M1tpHoro 06i.e.n11H.eH11st, 
nocrpOllTb B C"l'palle COUlfa.JlllJM. 

B anpene 197 1 rD.l\U 11 )Klf3Hll pecny6m11rn np o1nowno 
Da)KHOe 110JTllT~llleCKOC co6blTl!e - COCTO.llJll(Cb nepeble 
nocJTe eoiinbl ah16opb1 B Haw10HaJ11,11oe co6patu1c 
'ieTBCpTOro C03bLDa. n o•ITli OJ1HOBpeMC!ll10 npo­
XOJ.JJ!Jlll Bbl60pb1 11 D MeCTrlble opra llbl emtcnt. 

Oco6e1111ocTu10 ttoeoro coc raaa Hau110Kan bttoro 
co6paHH!I .llPB Jffi l{JlQCb TO, '1 ro B 11eM OTllbllle ILC 
npeJicTaa11c11b1 neuyTaTL1 OT lO)l{H.Oro Bbc111aMa. (01111 
6 b1m1 1n6paH.b1 e 1946 rony o Hau110HUJJhHOC co6-
pam1e LlPB nepeoro coCTaaa, a JaTeM 1rx nom10Mo•1m1 
npo11ourn pooan II Cb tJ cow.111 co CKJlallbl eaiowciiCjl 
06cTa11onKoi1). 3TO 11 no1111111 0. B 1969 rony e ropH11s1c 
6opb6b1 po111UTaeb Pecny6n111\u I01t<11btf1 BbeTitaM 11 

Ob1JT11 co1iu11-1 bl ee Bb1cu 111e orraHbt BJ1ac 111. 
Ha uonoM nane e JK1rJ1111 LlPB npon,omtcaFoT yKpc:­

nn11TbC11 ee CB51Jll c CoecTCKllM Co1010M 11 D.pyntMll 
eo101a1111c111•1ec1mMt1 cTpanaM11. B OK1S16pe 1971 ro;w 
B LlPB c .APYIKCCKllM Bll)llTOM no6b1Ba~1a coneTCl<aff 
napTtlttfiO-npm1111e!lbeTBell!iaS1 JJ.CllCfilUlllt BO mane 

c •1neuoM IloJ1.HT6topo 1.1,K Knee Ilpe.11ceAne-
11eM IlpeJR.nllyMa BepxoaHoro CoeeTa CCCP H . B. 
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In November 1968 a "new situation" arose in the 
De1m,crauc Republic of Vietnam: Washington did 
not resume its a ir war, but the armed provocations 
conl inued and so did the espionage overflights. There 
was no war, but nor was there a stable peace. This was 
the me.-. mng of 1he •· new situation, '' a term which 
became current both in official documents and in 
everyday speech. While remaining vigilant and rebuff­
ing the machinations of the US military establishment. 
lhe Republic now devoted grea t a ttention to its press­
ing economic problems. At a special meeting of the 
Council of Ministers. the immed iate· tasks were for­
mula ted as fol lows: "The people of North Vietnam 
must use the victories they have won to the best ad­
vantage; they must make the North stronger in 
every field; they must carry out their duty to their 
fe llow-countrymen in the South, with whom they 
have close bonds. and they must a l the same time 
remain highly vigilant and be ready to thwart any new 
designs of the enemy upon North Vietnam and 
continue the struggle against the United States and 
fo r national salva1ion until complete victory is won. '' 

The Republic's main efforts were now directed 
towards economic recovery and increasing food 
production. lm.lustria l prod uction too began to rise 
steadily. 

The first s trides made in rchubililating and advanc­
ing the national economy brought improvement 1n 
the material condi1ions of the people. Rations were 
increased, whi le some goods were nn longer rationed. 

rn September 1969 the Vietnamese people suffered 
a grievous loss: the death of Ho C hi Minh, the fou nder 
and leader of their Working People 's Party and of 
their socialist State. The Vietnamese Communists 
vowed that they would carry out Ho Chi Minh's 
behest: they wou ld liberate South Vietnam, bring 
about peaceful unification of the country, and build 
socia lism in their land. 

In April 1971 an important political event took 
place in the Republic: the first postwar elections to 
the National Assembly were held . Almost simu l­
taneously there were elections to the local governing 
bodies. 

The Republic's Natiomil Assembly now uo longer 
includes representatives from South Vietnam. (They 
were elected in 1946 to the Republic's first Nationa l 
Assembly, and t11cir credentials were subsequently 
extended because of the war.) The change was a 
logica l one. The Republic of South Vietnam was born 
in the Rames of war in 1969, and it had by now set 
up supreme governing bodies of its own. 

During this new stage of its history. the Democratic 
Republic of Vietnam has continued to strengthen its 
lin ks with the Sovie! Union a11d the other socialist 
countries. ln Octo ber 1971 a Soviet Communist 
Pariy and Governement Delegation paid a fr iendship 
visit to the Republic. The Delegation was headed by 
N. V. Podgorny, Politbureau Member of the Cent ra l 
Committee of the Communist Party 11f the Sov1e1 
Union a nd Chairman of the Presidium of the Supreme 
Soviet of the USSR. Tal k!. were held on further fra­
ternal co-operation between the two countries. 



no.nropllblM. B XO.QC ncpcroaopos 6b1J\ll o6cyiK,LlellLI 
Bollpoct.1 .aaJ11>Hei1uJcro 6p:.ncKoro c0Tpy111111•1ec·11.1a 
Me>te.ay 1rnu111M11 cTpaHa1V111 . CoseTcKuil Co.03 OKU3b1-
eac r .APB 60JlhlJIYIO JKOllO~llf·ICCKYl-0 II BOCHl-CYl-0 

nOMOlllb , 0 ll'1CTllOC1 If I.I c I pOllTCJJbC'TBC Kpynuei'i111ei1 
nt.L1po1J1eK1poc1a11uit11 Txul\ 6a (MO lllHOCThlO IOlS 
TblCll'I Kll!IOUU 11) II pacumpcmt i1 Kf)yn11eiiwei1 1e11JLO­
ue111 pun11Your611 (: 10 100 -1h1csl'1 Kt1; 1oua1 1J. 

A oce1 o 1a 11ocJ1eu1111e 15 ncT fipaTcKoro co1 py11-
1111•1ec 1 oa 11p11 r 1ac 11111CCCP11 tlPB 6b1.'10 nocrpoc110 
II C.1:1110 II 1..-c11J1ya nttllllO CRhll l lC 150 pa1Jlll'lllbl:< 

npOMhlWJleHJrblX ll CCJlbCKOXOJffiiCTBeHHbIX npe,n.npH.11-

Tan " .npyrn:x ofr1>eKToa. 
Yc11.1T1tlfMll Mlf.11.llllOHOB, no.a PYKOSO,LIClllOM napnrn 

Tpy.nllw11xc.11 1r np11 noMow~t 6paTCK11x co1t11an11c111-
'ICCK llX CT pall pec11y61111KU 6blCTpo 1UJle•urnaer TlliKC.llblC 
pUHbl , HUHCCelntble nllf)UTCKOiI BOllHOif Baw1111no11a, 
npoAom1wcT ynopHyl-0 6oph6y 1a npo•11tL1ii Mnp. 1a 
06be)1.11HeH11e CTpaHhl , )U COllHaJJl!JM. 

B 1a.11u11e111u.1, n OllBO.Q.R.1JJ.eM 1norn neperouopou 

MC)l(~y naprni.1Ho-npaB1neJ1hCTBeH.Hhl Mfl ,nenernu.11HMl1 
CCCP i t Ll.PB, roaopHTCst, 'ITO KoMMy1t11c1 1111ecKast 

napT1rn ConeTc1wro Co1cna, ueci, coucrcK11i'i 11apoJ:1 
no.n.rnepiK.ll010T Cl.1010 11cnOKOJIC011My10 peWllMOC ri. 
II 811pC.LJ.b OKaJblBaTb BbCTHilMCKOMY Hapony 110.ll­
,Llep)!(KY o cro 6opb6c nporne aMep1~Ka11c1rnx arpcc­

copoe. J u HUtlllOHnJJbH.Oe cnace1111e po.o.111lb1. 1a 

11a11 hHe~i111cc p:no1m1e n yKperr.11e1111e cmuia1111cT 11-
•1ec1<11x 3aooeea1111i1 ,lleMOKpan14ecKoii Pecny6J11tKH 
BbeTllaM. 

Boiiua ue KOH'laeTCH .•• 

Cro, )laec 111, 1HITbCOT waroB no 6 1rrc,My 1rnp1111'1y. 
Jtl CHOBa 06roreou111c OAllHOlme CTel fLI, XOJlMbl llCKO­

f)C>KCH.Horo "'e11e106ero11a. uopo111\lf. Ha JaJlllTblX 

SlpK11M COJ!HlleM 111ypo11ouaJ11lblX. MCpTBblX y1111 uax 
TllUJllHa. Kaif\eTCll, •1ro » 1rn11<y KaKoi1-ro nnKe.1L1i:i 
co11. Xo•1e·1c>t KPH KllYTb: 11er ,11c Mo)!(eT 6bn 1>! 831 Jlll.l..l 
1la.LJ.ae·1 li t\ ll!l.LJ.lll(Cb y BXOlJ.U B 1CMJHIHKy: « r o.n. 1965 11. 

"" H BCrlOMllHUIO: ee,D.b ')TO ll\e 6hl.fl0 60M6oy6c)!(11tlJC. 
.na, .nu, a fj)eepane 1uecrb.a.ecS1T run oro . . . M hi 

CTOJlll ll Ha 'HOM caMOM MCCTe. a KpyroM rpCM C.11 6oil. 
He6o - o 6enbtX xnoni,.nx OT pa'.lpbrnoe JeH 11TH 1>1x 
c11ap1t.L10lJ. Ha.A roJ1oaoi1 - aMcpirnaHcK1-1c caMOJleTbl. 
c ceuep1toi1 II f-O)l{HOH OKpalHl.bl TOrJUL e111e llOfUOl 0. 

cpa'lKt11-0wcrocst ropo.o.a non.H1tMll!l1tCh .llBCpx orpoM­
HblC: KJ1y6bl J\blMU. ropemt iKllJlble KBilpTaJtbl. 

I I <l.>eapnmt, wee 1 b 11er ua1u.a, 1.0.ecb 111e11 OD.till 1n 

nepBblX 6oen HU CCBepOBbCTHaMCKOH '3eMJJe. ncpllbli'i, 

ye11.QCHHb1li HUMI! - )l(yr111:1.rmcraM11 111 Coue-rcKoro 
Cot01a, KllTall, 4exoc;maaKJtt(. repMallCKOii Llc11110-
Kpantt1ecKoi1 Pecny6mtKH, ct>pa11wrn . B rOT nettb 
OTCIO/la, 113 ropo,!1,a 1l,011rxo11., 6b1JIJ'1 11cpc.LJ.a.ttbl nepBbte 
DOellllble pcnopT:l'll\lf B MocKBy, n cKHH, napll/K, 
npary, bCpJllll(. 11 !~CBpaJTS\, nreCTb JTeT l!a3aD.. 

Kor,aa 31 OK 1 l!6p» 1968 ro.ua yxo,i:vtLUnii aMep11-
.KaJLCKJ1ii 11pe311J.tCI! r 11. tlJKOllCOH o6bSlBllJT 0 TOM. 

lfl o Coe.u1rnc11ttb1c WraTbt npcKpau1a10T B03,nyw11i..1e 

mu1eTbl Ha 1l.eM0Kpar11•1ecKy1-0 Pecny6n11Ky Bt.e111aM, 
Al1J[ ,Q,oHrXOH HO ylKe He HMCJ10 111a•1eJUl.I(. 01{ tlC 

cy11 1ecTBooan. 

The Soviet Union is giving the Republic extensive 
economic and military aid : it i s helping the Republic 
build the big I 08 thousand kilowatt Thac Ba hydro­
power station and to enf(trge the big I 00 thousand 
kilowatt Uong Bi heat-and-power station. 

All in all, in these past 15 years of fraternal co­
operation, the Soviet Union has helped the ORV to 
build and commission more than 150 industria l and 
agriculturnl enterprises, and other projccb. 

Through the efforts of millio n s, Jed by the Worlcing 
People's Party, and with the help of the fraternal 
socialist countries, the Republic is rapidly beating 
the severe wounds inflicted upon it by Washington 's 
piratical war. At the same time it continues its struggle 
for a stable peace, for the unification of the country, 
and for socialism. 

In the Statement released after the talks between 
the pa rty and government representatives of the Soviet 
Union and the Republic, it is pointed out Uiat the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union and the entire 
people of the USSR reaffirm their unshakable deter­
mination to continue to support the Vietnamese people 
in their struggle against the US aggressors and for the 
further development and consolidation of the socialist 
gains of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam. 

The War Does Not End ..• 

One hundred , two hundred, five hundred steps 
across brick debris. Once again 1 saw charred waUs, 
heaps of contorted concrete blocks, aod bomb craters. 
Flooded with sunlight, the mutilated streets were 
silent. For a moment J had the sensation of experi­
encing a nightmare. l wanted to cry out ·• No, U1is 
cannot be I '' But I noticed the inscription " 1965" 
on the entrance to a dug-out, and l distinctly re­
membered that this was a bomb shelter back in 
February 1965, that we were standing on this very 
spot as the battle raged all around us. The sky was 
thick with white puffs from tbe bursting of anti-aircraft 
shells. Overhead were US planes. In the northern and 
so uthern outskirts of the then stiU living, battling 
city, huge billows of SfT\oke were rising skywards . 
Residentfal districts were in flames. 

That was six years ago. On February 1965, here, 
in the city of Dong Hoi, one of the first battles on North 
Vietnamese soil was being fought. We were the first 
journalists-from the Soviet Union, China, Cze­
choslovakia, the German Democratic Republic, and 
France- to witness the war. And on that day we sent 
the first battlefront dispatches from Dong Hoi to 
Moscow, Peking, Prague, Berlin, and Paris. 

On October JI, 1968, the outgoing US President, 
Lyndon Johnson, announced that the United States 
was stopping the air raids on the Democratic Republic 
of Vietnam. This announcement had little meaning 
for Dong Hoi. The city had ceased to exist. 

Surrounded by the silence, I walked through the 
streets of the devastated city. I turned on my transis­
tor, and through the static came the voice of an 
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Ornyu1c11111>1ii nrn11rHo~i, SI HAY no y11111.1.aM pa1611-
Toro ropOJla. 1..1epe1 TpecK 11 111yM noMcx. 111 TpaH­

JllCTopa npo611uae rcn ronoc 1111KTopa: « AMep111rntt­
c1rne caMoneTLI no.aaeprmt 60M6apJI11po111rn 11e1<0-
rn pL1e p::ii1onb1 11 pou111w1111 Kya111 611111>. Cpe,ll,1r 1 pa'iK­
A<llLCKoro lHlCCJICIUl ll cc IL "lt\ep l IJLI ... » Ll,onrx.oii -
a11M llllllCT(11lTllOH.blii UCH Ip "JIOii npOll lll l Ullll. 

<<. • . 1(>y1 aCllblC II IUilpUKO.Bl>le 60M61,1 6blnlf 

c6po111c11 1>1 m1 06lll 111Ly X1>101 u mrn. pac11onoJKe1111y10 
IOilOICC .llo11rxoll, KOTOplUI flOJlOCpniacb MtlCC1tpoea11-
HhlM 60M6ap,r111pOBKllM IJ TC'ICHllC HCCKOJi blntX 
,ll,tteii )) ... )],a, )lU, 1.necb HeT H.llKHKOil OWllOKH. ltl,nCT 

oceub TblCSl'ta neBliTbCOT ceMbJiecaT nepsoro. « M11-
m1cTepcToo lll lOCTp:.lllllblX ,llCJl ,llPB ocylK)J.UeT. .. )) -
npOJtOJI'lK:lJI LlllKTOp 1llfT!'ITb nocne.n1111e l!OBOCTIC. 

A SI CMOTplO HU JllllKOMyl-0 HU)lnllCb y axo.ua JJ 

'lCMJlS!l[Ky, II CHOBU ti mlMllTll IJCnJlblBUCT WCCTbl\CCJIT 
WtTbtli . 12 <l>espa;rn R crnpoli ocnrnuieHcll emc OT 
1~eo.u.ant. llLIX opeMe1-1 1<penocn1. np11 ceeTe t0mrrepos 
Mbl . )l(yp1Lrl111tCTL>I pa'lll l>IX CTpUH, cnycrn no11•iaca 
noc.n.c 0•1cpo)l110ro 11aJteTa y111r.uem1 aMep11KattcKoro 
n1rnoni, c61noro 11a 11aw11x rnnJnx. Ko1Laoupb1 c 
npl1MKl!Y1 1>1M ll UITblKUMll BBCJIH poc11oro cneTJlO­
roJionoro •1en0Be1w ne1 Tp1tJlU::IT11 m1n 1, s '.lCJleHoM 
KOM611 11c·301te. OH cnpancJI Jlep'lKaTbCH J3bl1b1Ba10ll(e. 
11 KOrJ~a KT0-1 o 10 11ac Ja}l,a11 eMy nonpoc, ner 1mK 
6pOCllJ1 11c6pC"/Kl!Llli D3r1lllll coepxy Dlill3, a 3CITCM 
cnpoc1111 : i\ lt1Jn111111 te. C'lp, a c KeM 1rMe10 •1ecTb ? » 
Ho OTBC'IUTb Ha DOllpOCbl eMy oce )KC npllWJIOCb. 
n unoT rooop1111 Jay'ICtllLblMIL 1jJpaJaM11 : « Hane1 Ha 

.Qo11rxoii - MCCTb 1U 1-0)l(llODl>C I llUMCl\llii IT11eJiKy. 
r).le nor1161111 uMep11KaHc1wc cOJU\UTbt. M bl 60111611m1 
Ceoep1 lb1i1 Bi..cTuaM. •1To6bt 06ecne•111Tb 6eJomtcHOCTb 
uaw11x pcfon , 00101ow11x o 1-0)l(ttOM BbeTHUMe ». OH 
llMCJI B BllllY a111 cp11KallCKll X l11LTepae1noo. 

M11oroe 10111a llil)KC Tpy.n110 6bt110 npe11CTaB1tTb. 
Oe,nb L\O '.)C KaJtaUltll OrllCllllblil CMep<I DOlillbl TIOJlblXaJl 
111tU1b a 1-0il\HOM Bbc 111aMe 11 n 11eKorop1>1x paH01-1ax 
Jluoca, a HUA oc1tUlbHbtMH CTpa1taM11 H11:.no1mrn1t 
n11wb ttao11ca1111 rpo'lOBblC 061ta1rn. AMep11K<1uc1<11e 
,l..lllrJJIOM<IThl, n!'lll'lHUOUlt, 'ITO C <j)Cllpl111ll 1965 I 0,1..lll 
a.s1rnu1rn CUI A 60M611T CeeepH blii Bben1aM, npo­
.no1rnrnn11 ynop110 0Tp11ua1i, nepe1>1e HaJICTbI tta 
napT111nl tCKlle 6n3LI r1a1 pHOTOB 1) Jlaoce. 

Ho y/!ie ror .n;1, H cjieopane 1965 roJia, B noKroaHllllX 
nOttMLlllllOro c nOJllt'·llll>IM 1103,llYWHOro n11pa1a Cl\BO­
JllJlll 6a11,1.1.1f1C l\<lll JtOl'llKa, onpuo.n1>rna1ouras1. 11ana,ae-
1t11e CWA 11u .'1106yio cTpa11y, Jle1Kn1_uy10 no coce,uc my 
c l-Oil\11 btM Bbc1·1rn1>10M. Jl106011L1rno. •110 .4yMae1· 
cei1•1uc no 3TOMY nonotcy ncpsbti1 nJ1c11c1111b1ii 11a 

JlOttrxoiicKoii 1cMnc UMc p11Kt111crni1 n11J10T - Po6cp 
WyMeilKep, e ceoe BfleMH roroa11sw11iicS1 c1aTb KOC­
Mo11ao10M. BeAb 3a JlOJ1nte ro/lbl nJJeHa MHoroc 
MO>k110 11011 nT1> 11 OCMblCJll ITb. Mo'lKHO MILOroe 
nmrnn.. I lo MO>KllO Jiii C.llCJl:.lTb 011.ll. 'ITO arpeCCllll 
CWA - :no occro J111w1> aKT « ca1110Jaut.HTL1 », 1mli 
1To nh1rnc1c.11 KOC-KTO ccro.u11si yr uep)l(lltl'T b. Ha11p11-
Mep, OJUIH 113 1111nnoMaTOD '.>TOii CTpa111>1, <l>p')llK 
6 p1J1Jlll, HeCKOJlbl\O MeCHUCB H<l3 Ull yocprut MCll}{, 'ITU, 

Mon. ecnu c nec11 i.,1 1965 roµa 11 no ttoH6psi 1968 rot1.a 
Coe.1H111e11111>1e WTaTbl pe3KO pacu111psv111 noc11uoc 
BMCW!l'l CJlbCTUO, ro 110 fOM llM H 6b!Jl tl3SIT Ky pc H.3 
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announcer saying: "US aircraft bave bombed certain 
areas in Quang Binh Province. There were ca.suaJties 
among the civilian population .. . '' Dong Hoi was the 
administrative centre of the province. 

" ... Demolition and pellet bombs were dropped 
on the Huong Lap community, situated south of 
Dong Hoi. The community has been the target of 
massive bombing attacks for several days ... " No, 
I am not mistaken : it was the a utumn of 1971. "The 
Foreign Ministry of the Democratic Republic of 
Vietnam," continued the news reader," condemns ... '' 

f looked again at the familiar inscription over the 
entrance to the dug-out, and again my thoughts were 
dwelling on the events of 1965. On February 12 that 
year we, news correspondents from many countries, 
gathered in an old fortress, a celic of feudal times. In 
the interior of the floodlit fortress, half an hour after 
the latest raid, we saw the US pilot who had been shot 
down before our eyes. He was brought in by soldiers 
with bayonets fixed to their rifles .. He was a tall, fair­
haired man of about thirty-five, wearing a green 
flying suit. He tried to look arrogant. When one of us 
asked him a question, he looked at the questioner 
coldly before saying: "Sorry, sir, whom have r the 
honour of speaking to ? '' Nevertheless, he had had 
to answer our questions. He replied in stereotyped 
phrases; " The raid on Dong Hoi was in retaliation for 
Pleiku in South Vietnam., where American soldiers 
were killed. We bombed North Vietnam to assure the 
safety of our lads fighting in South Vietnam. " 

Prior to the US escalation of the conflict, the flames 
of war had engulfed only South Vietnam and some 
parts of Laos. There were only stormclouds looming 
over the other countries of lndo-China. US diplomats, 
while admitting that in February 1965 United States 
aircraft began bombing North Vietnam, continued to 
deny the first raids on the guerrilla bases in Laos. 

But even then, in February J 965, the words of the 
pilot who was taken prisoner in Dong Hoi clearly 
showed up the gangster logic with whicb the US tries 
to justify its attacks on any country neighbouring on 
South Vietnam. J wonder what he thinks about 
this today, Robert Shumaker, the fust US pilot to be 
taken prison,er in the Dong Hoi area, who at one time 
wanted to become an astronaut. After all, in the long 
years Lhat he has been a prisoner, he has had the time 
to give this plenty of thought. There is much he could 
have come to understand. But of course it is also 
possible to make believe that US aggression is merely 
an act of " self-defence, " as some people maintain 
today. For example, one of the US diplomats, Frank 
Bradley, told me a few months ago that, from the 
spring of 1965 to November 1968, the United States 
had been greatly extend.ing its military intervention, 
but, then, embarked upon a course of gradually 
withdrawing its troops from South Vietnam and 
restoring peace in fndo-China. •• But, " he added 
significantly, '' there are certain steps we' ll have to 
cake for the safety of the departing American troops. " 
f asked the diplomat whaL he meant. " Well, " he 
said cautiously, "lel us say certain preventive actions 
with regard to enemy bases oo the territory of Cam-



nocTcne~11u.1n abrno.ll aMep11KaHCK11x eoilcK 113 JO,K­
HOro BheTJlaMa JI BOCCTaHOllJICHll,C Mllpa a lt111)].0Kll­
TUC. (( Ho, - MHOfO'lHa'lllTeJ!bllO CK<l3aJI Oil. - Mhl 
BblHY)f(D.elLbl 6yJJ.eM ,llJTll 06ccnc•1cH1rn 6e30J1ac1-1ocn1 
BblBopa aMep11Ka1-tc1mx noilcK 113 fO)f(IJOro BbcnmMa 
npe.n.np11tlitTb 1we-1mK11e H.co6xoAJtMbte warn . » « 4To 
Bbl MMeCTC ~ Bl!.llY "? » - cnpoc1u1 ll .llHnJlOMarn 
HanpSIMlrK. « CKrot<eM, - OTBe·r11n cT)p31LK 6p111mf 
OCTOpO)l(JlO, - KOe-KaKHe HOBb!e npc~CHlllDllblC 

aKmlll B oTJcowemm 6a3 oponmtmKa l(a Tepp11Top11n 
KaM6o.D.)KJL. Jlaoca. .. Hy H. eoJMO)l(HO, CeuepHoro 
BbeTHaMa, ecm.1 :noro 11orpc6yeT o6cra»oeKa ». Ott 
no.n.•1ep1rny11. •no :no ue ero Jlll"IHoe MHc1111e. a npocTo 
{( KOUUenumt, He pa3 YIKC H:3JlO>KCHH<Ul npe31tD,CHTOM 
n rocy11apCTBe1111b1M ceKpeTapeM >>. Cnywall n11 pac­
cpKneturn, SI acnoMHUJl KpenocTb ,lloHrXOll 11 <iMepn­
Kal-lcKoro rUCJlOTa Po6epa WyMeiiKepa. Ben.b 011 
fOBOplUT npl!Mep1m TO )KC CUMOe, TOJlbKO 6onee 
wecn1 JlCT ttil3a.D.. 

CoTHl•I roponon JllH,n.010-rrnsi JJe)!(aT. noncp)KCHH1;.1e 
B npax. 6e3MOmHhl ThlCSl'llC nOKllliYTblX. JtepeneHb , 
tte1mTopi.1c 111 •utx 1apocJm KycTaprn1K0M 11 Tpunoii ... 
60JJCC no11yropa MllJlJlllOlta y6\-CTblX UbeTllHMUCO 
OllJTilKllBfHOT HX Mll TCflH, .B.D.OBbl, ,!],CTI{. MtrJlJLl !OHhl 
1oyac•1CHht Ha lJCIO )Kll3lfb OCKOJJk'llMlf aMep11KUHCl\llX 
6oM6 1-1 c11ap.st,.a.0B, 1icneneJUIF011oqvr uanllJlMOM 11 

.ff.llO:OlfTh!Mlf XllMll•leCKllMH l:IClltCCTBUMll. y ,neTeii 
onuno .£\CTCTno. BoT oHa, neHa « 11ornK11 » aMepH­
xanc1rnx 01lrn 1uran1>11L1x Jufu, 6e3ycncwHo n1>1rn1ou.u1x­
cll np11Kpb1Tb rpoMKl1Mll rppa3aMJL OOJll!TllKY HMllC­

pHaJJllJMa ! 

AMep11KaHCKU!I. nponnraH,lla rnep.u1rr, •no c H0}!6pir 
1968 ro}la npo11c:rn,rurr Hco6pa ·m~1b1ii 11puut!cc. ne.ny­
w.1ri1 11K06b! K (( CKOpei'il!leMy npoKpaw.eHlllO KOH.­
cl}JTll na ». 

n o6btBllB y)f(e B « llOBOii 06CHIHOBKC ~> BO MJLOflfX 
paiio11ax Cc11epnoro BbcnrnMa, Ha 1)1pOHTOBblX. rporrax 
Jlnoca, BCTpeTILBWl£Cb co CBOlfMll ,l\HBHllMl'l 3Tli\KOl\ilhl 0 

Mil - nap.nna11nM11 11 3 fO)l(]COBbCTtlll-MCKllX ocao6oiK­
AClffiblX pUHOJ(Oll If ll031-laKOMJIBLlll1Cb C K!.IMDO}l)!\'lltt­
CKllMll nap1 llOT<lM}'I, .I{ y6ewwca, 11TO .QeJJO o6CT01-rt 
conceM 11c TaK. nponara11Jv1cTcKlUt JTereHHa, po1K,L1c11-
nasr ua rpn3aoil aMep1rKa11cKoi'i Kyxnc nc1rxo.11or11-
'•ecKoJI BO!il-LbJ, np1nnaH.a onpHllilUTb BCeMll CpCJl­
cmaMlf tlOBble TipCCTynneHllSI, COBCpumcMbte npOTltB 
ltapOJJ.O)l lilH,D,OKHTa.11. 

Boi111a 110111>1xam1 B 10/KHOM B1>eT1iaMc. 3aTeM 011a 
nepeK111tyJmch Ha l<aM6o)l)l(y H Jlaoc. Llo CJLX nop 
npOIJ.OJJ)l(UIOTCst ltaJICTbl It 06c1 pCJlbl LlOOpy:>Kel!HblMll 
CllJT'tlMll ~)({llblX pailol{OB ,llPB. rtpo•tHblH MllP Till\ H 
11c aepHyncsi 11a il3paHemcy10 '.lcMmo. 1971 ro.n. Nut 
50 MllllJHlOllOB )l(ltTcnert ltfl!JlOKlrrHll npoXO)lllJT B 
cypoa.oi'i. c~po1:1'f0Roil 06CTa11oeKe. Bor .rr11wi., 11cK0To­
p1>1e WTpHXlf (( HOBO.ii o6CTUHOBKlf )) a CeaepllOM 
BbeT1taMe. 

n oJTKOBILl lK Xa BaH flay KaK accrn,a 61,isr KPHTOK H 
KOHKpeTeu. 0CCHbl<l ceMb,LlCCITT nepnoro 011 npllHHJl 
MCHll B xauoilcKoM ocofoUIKC 1u1 4aH Xi.,mr .ll,ao, r,1.1.e 
pa1MewaeTcit una6-KBapT11pa K0Mucc1rn no pac­
cne.n,onalfJ1FO aMep11KalLCK11x npecTy11Jrc1rni'i ao B1>e1-
HaMe. « c H.a•laJia '.)TOro ron.a, - CK<HUJl nOJlKOBllllK, 
- soc1mo-D03..l.l)'Wl-lbTe CJUl.Lt CWA C)f(eMcCi1'1Ho 

bodia, Laos ... possibly North Vietnam too, if lhe 
situation should require this. ·• And he added that this 
was not his personal opinion, but simply a "concept 
expounded repeatedly by the President and the Secre· 
tary of State. " As 1 listened to these arguments, r 
recalled the Dong Hoi fortress and the US pilot 
Robert Shumaker. He had said much the same thing, 
more than six years ago. 

Hundreds of towns in lndo-China have been reduced 
to ruins. There is silence in thousands of abandoned 
villages some of which are now covered with wild 
sbrubs ~nd grass ... The moTe U1an a miUion and a half 
Vietnamese killed are mourned by their relatives. 
Mill ions of others have been crippled for life by 
splinters of US bombs and shells, by napalm and by 
poisonous chemicals. Children have been robbed of 
their childhood. Such is the price of the " logic " of 
those US officials who vainly invent nil sorts of high­
sounding phrases to cover up an imperialist policy! 

US propaganda is harping on the tune that an 
" irreversible" process which has been. under way 
since November 1968 is leading to a " speedy termin­
ation of the conflit. " 

I am convinced, however, that this is not so, from 
what l have seen in many areas in North Vietnam in 
the" new situation" and on my visits to the frontline 
areas of Laos, and from my meetings with old friends 
among the guerrillas i..n the liberated areas of South 
Vietnam and with Cambodian patriots. The US 
propaganda, planned and prepared by experts . in 
psychological warfare, has the sole purpose of white­
washing the new crimes that are being committed 
against the peoples of Indo-China. 

The war first raged in South Vietnam. Then it 
spread to Cambodia and Laos. The air raids on the 
southern areas of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam 
and their shelling by the US armed forces still continue. 
The war-ravaged land still longs for a stable peace. 
For the 50 million people of lndo-China, the year 197 L 
passed in grim, frontline conditions. Here are just a 
few sidelights on the "new situation " in North 
Vietnam. 

Colonel Ha Van Lau was as terse and factual as 
usual. Cn the autumn of 1971, he received us in a 
mansion on Tran Hung Dao Street in Hanoi, which 
houses the headquarters of the Commission of Enquiry 
into US Crimes in Vietnam. ".Since the beginning of 
this year, " the Colonel said, "United States aircraft 
have made sixteen hundred sorties a month into the 
Democratic Republic of Vietnam, two and a half 
Limes the nwnber in 1969. A vast area of the Republic 
stretching from south to north for more than 200 
kilometres between the I 7th and the 19th parallel bas 
this year alone been subjected to more than one thou­
sand bombing raids and massive shellings. One-third 
of all the air strikes against the Republic have been 
carried out by B-52 strategic super bombers. 

The shelling and bombing has more than once been 
directed against Quang Binh Province and its centre, 
the ruins of Dong Hoi. 
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coaeptmuo·r Ha )].PB no 1600 carvtOJleTO-BbfJJCTOB -
B ,llDa c nonoe1111oii paJa 6011bwC, •1eM B 1969 rOJly. 
06w11p1Lb1i'i paiioH pecny6murn MC)!(.Jl.Y 17 11 19 nupaJ1-
ncnbJO. 11pornHyew11iicll c JOra Ha ccacp 6onec 11cM ua 
200 KllJ10MCT])OB, rOJ1bKO Ja ceMbllCCIIT aepBblii ro.n 
no.nacprcK 6oncc 11CM I Tb1Cll4e 60M6ap.n1<posoK 11 

Macc~1pona 1LHbJX ap·106cTpenon. TpeTb y.napoe c 
BOJ.llyxa 6blilll HaueceJLbl HO TepplHOpHlr )].PB 
ceepxMOLUllblMH 60M6ap.n11 poeum KaM11 ci-paTent 4CC­
Koii asm1um1 CWA - « 6-52 ». 

06cTperraM 11 60M6ap.nnpou1CaM He pa3 no.nscpra­
nacb npoemcU"~rn l<ya11r6m1b 11 ee HCHTTJ - pt11ea­
JU1111>1 .[loHrxon ». 

Ja6o·r b1 ceMb.necHT nepsor o 

n poCCJ10•1HaSI ,tl.OpOra 6C)!01T MllMO 4epHblX nene­
JllHU, y)!(e ycnenu111x 1we-r.nc 1apacn1 ·1 panoii , MllMO 
KaMClll ll,IX 1.ua111rtt, w1ypo11oea11 11 i,1x OCKOJ1K8Mll, l'I 

HOBC llbl\llX, cw.e naXHYlU.llX CblpOC I blO 6arvt6yKOBblX 
XlllKllH. A oncpc.011 /tO CUMOfO roµ1tJOHTa - 11eo61,­
HTHblii 113YMPYJlllblii KOBCp JarrttTblX llOllOJO p1tCOOblX 
noneli, KOe-rne OKp8WCllllbltt B ;+(CJlTble TOHU Clh!JIOro 
3cp1m. To 11 .neno 110 nyi 11 nonu.na10Tcst rpy11nbl 
KpCCTl>SIH ll WllJ10KOllOJlblX W JHJna.x 113 eccp11oii 
nanL.Mbl. n opoii npoJ1eT11T npnMO 11a.11 ronoaoi'i 
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The Main Tasks or 1971 

Our road ran past charred remains that are here and 
there already covered with grass, past brick buildings 
defaced by bomb fragments, and past new and appar­
ently still damp bamboo huts. Before us stretched a 
boundless emerald expanse of rice paddies, every now 
and agaiu spotted with the shimmering hues of the 
ripened grain. From time to time we saw groups of 
peasants in tbeir broad-brimmed hats made of leaves 
of the fan palm. On other occasions a handsome white 
stork would fly overhead. The sky was cloudless. 
The silence was dist11rbed only by the chirping of the 
grasshoppers and the shrill shouts of peasants driving 
their oxen. Tt was hard to believe that a mere eighteen 
months ago, on this very same patch of land, we were 
spending several hours a day in bunkers, listening 
anxiously to the sounds of the battle, that bombs were 
exploding all around and that huts were in flames ... 

A sturdy Vietnamese was walking in front of me. 
He was dressed in a traditional brown peasant jacket 
with large stitched-on pockets and in wide trousers. 
He is Back Ngoc Tuan, the chairman of the local 
co-operative, and a Communist. He stopped at one 
of the golden paddies and, grasping the ripe spikes 
of rice, said to me: 



6e11oc11e')f(llblH Kpacaocu a11cT. 6e10611a'111oe 1tt:Go. It! 
n1w1ma, 1111wb Hapy111acMa11 cTpeKOTOM KyJ11c•111Koa 
.na pe3Kl1M noKpll Kii BUKlleM noroJ Lillll KOil 6yii aOJIOB. 
lla)f\e lie BCpllTCJI, '!TO nOJITOpa fOJ::ta mna.u "HlCCb. Im 
'lTOM KJIO'!KC JCMJlll. Mbl no 11eCKOJ1bK)' •mcon OTCll­
')f{llBaJlllCb R 6ym:epax. I peBO;KHO ec.1Jyu11maJ1Ch B 

rpo1Hy10 KaH011a.uy 6011, •1 ro [HIAOM pm1mtcb 60M6b1, 
rope11u XliiKllJlL1 ... 

B11pc.u11 MeHH 11neT KOpc1111cTbtii ebcntaMel l. Ha HeM 
06b1•rnaH Kop1J1111e0an Kpec·1 l>i111cK<H1 KYPTKa c 60J11> 11111-
M11 llUKJIH LU'lblMll K:lpMUllHMI! II n11rpo1rnc 6pl0KI(. 
3 To npe.ncenaTCJlb MCC'I HOro KOOnepaTltBa KOMM Y­
HllCT 6aTb H10K Tya11. Y 01111oro 111 1ono111c11>1x 

_. -

...... -

" A new strain. On our experimentaJ plantation it 
yields 80-90 centners to the hectare. " 

The Mo Lao (" Love for Work ") co-operative was 
set up ten years ago. Tuen was a soldier in the fi rst 
Resistance war, but in this war be is no longer eligible­
after all, be is about 60. His front is here, on the rice 
paddies. We are in Ha Tay Province, the centre of the 
huge Red River delta, North Vietnam's granary. 

Ct was noon when we reached the centre of the 
co-operative. The place was full of people. They were 
discussing the business of the day and plans for the 
future. The autumn harvest is the main harvest of the 
year and accounts for two-thirds of the total. 

-. 

, -... ~ 





1<oa.apaTOD OOJHI 011 OCTllJl3BJJ11BneTCIJ, pyK:tMlt 3UX­
IUITblOtle1 11um111>1e rnnocbSI pHca 11 , 06par.ua11c1> KO 

Mlle. rooop111 : 
- Hoab1 ~i copT. Ha onblTltOM y<iacn<c nony•1acM 

no 80-90 ue1n1tcpoa c reKTapa. 
Koo11cpa·111n « Mo Jluo » (s m:pcso,uc - « Jl106os1> 

K Tpy11y >l ) B JTOM rony cnpaam1cT csoc neclTT1111cT11c. 
B TY soiiHy TyaH soesaJl COJlllSTOM, a s ·ny He noJ10-
111en no no3pUcTy - see )Ke 01<0110 wecr11aecS1rn ... 
Ero cPPOllT Jnec1>. 11a p11cooL1x nonsix. 

Kooncpa111s (( Mo Jlao >> 1taxo.u11TC 11 s npoa11H1t11 11 
XaTcii, e 11c111 pc orpoMHoii nenbTbl KpacHoii pc1<11 -
)l(llTHirue Ccecpnoro BbcniaMa. B noJJnettb 1106pan11cb 
no ue1npa11Mtoii ycan1>6b1. B npas11ett1111 rnoneparnna 
non1to 11apo,uy. 06cy>K1ta101c» nepnocyepc.a.11b1e ,LJ,eJta. 
Te1<yw1ui MOMe1u 11 1um11b1 11a Gy,nywcc. OccH1u11J 
ypO)Kll.ii - I JUIBflblli ll ro.uy. llHIOLUllii ,[(BC Tpc·111 
o6wcro c6opa ... 

Ec1111 ceJtbC1<0xO'.lSliicTDemwe n pomBOLtCTBO 06pn1-
110 HU3blll!l lOT rnaoltt.IM <llpOlll OM. ro ero 60CB61M 
w·1n60M lllJJISlCI CSl MllHllC1"Cpc rno CCJtbCKOrO XOJMii­
c 1 mt. JJ.(CCI>, u XaHoc, coCTosu1acb y MCHSl 6ccc11a e 
OLll t11M 11'3 0c.uywirx arpoHOMOB pccny6mun1 Xo 
I.U H d.>iHlOM. 0 0 1· 'ITO OH pacc1m3a11 : 

« f J1a.n1ty10 pOJlb B pewe1um npor paMMbl pa3a1111u1 
np1neu1-1b1 Cb1r paTb KooncpaT1CBb1. Ja nocne.11H11c 
fOJlbl y)Ke B TpY.llHOii BOCH.HOii o6CTaH.08Ke 6btJia 
npoae)le1u1 6orrbwa11 pa6orn no Hx peoprattmau1m. 
yKpen11e1uu-0 K.BaJ1J1CjJ1fUllpOBaHHblMll Ka.npaMI{, OCHa­
we1u 110 rexHJLKOH. Ecnn s Ha'la.ne soii1ili1 s pecny6ru1Ke 
tlac'1 11n.manocb 32 TblCK'!Jr Koonepanrnoe, TO K 1968 
roJJ.y nocne yKpy1me111ut - 26 TblCSl'l. B cenbCICOM 
X03lliiCTBC TPYll.llTCst 6011ec 5 TblCH'l cncuuam1croa c 
OblCUlllM II 30 TblC!P.f - co cpellllllM o6paJOBal-llleM. 

rnaOl!blMll pbl'!araMll. llOMllMO yny'IWCllllSI Opra­
lUf3au110llllOtt pa60Tbl IC rpy.D.OBOro JJLTY31W3Ma Mace, 
- no.u•1cp1rny11 .uairec Xo WI! <DaH. - srnnlleTcll 
pcwcHllC TaKllX eonpOCOB, KUK BOCCTUHOBJlClll!C II 

pacw 11pc1 111c 11pp11ru1u10HKblX Cl'ICTeM. 06ecne•1eK11e 
y.no5peKIUIMI(, BHe.npe1111e ceJibCKOXOJlliiCTBCHl-lblX Mtl­

UJlrH H ILOBoi1 arpoTeXIUIKll, WllpOKOe llCOOJ!b30B31111e 
Bbtco1<oypo1Knif1lb1x cop1on puca H .upyrnx npo.uo1.1oni,­
c 1 UClllLblX Kym, ryp. 3 't 0 n 11'3BeCHIOli M C pc BblXO.Ulll 
3a paMKll ' tllCTO CCJlbCKOrO X.03mlCTBU II llMCCT npSlMOC 
OT!lOWCttllC K npOMblWJlCHHOCTll, K '.3KO'J.tOMll'!eCKOii 
noM01u11 CoscTcKoro CoroJa 11 J.(pyrnx CTpaH. co1um­
Jll1'3MU ». 

B MtnlltCTCpc-ruc noKCJmil npOMbJWJlCHHOCTll MCHR 
np111-lS1J1 H ryc1l EiaH, 1ta•1aJJbH.1tK 0T11ena nm.11u1poaatt11 Sl. 

u AMcp111i:UHCKoii aa11an11eii, - cl\aJ<UT OK, -
M116011bu11tii yu1ep6 6b1J1 HaKecett 3nenpo·mepre­
Til'1ecKoil 11 Mernnnoo5pa6aTLraaroweii npoMb1Lu-
11c11 11ocT11, npeanpllRTllllM no npo1nn0Acrny y.no6pe-
1111il II c rpOllTeJl.b!LLIX Ma reptraJIOS. 0 ,UlffiKO 6naro­
.uapn rcpo11'lCCK11M yc11n11JUY1 pa60•1cro 1rnacca 11 n0Mo­
w11 CouCTCKoro Co1-03a. 11pyrnx 6paTCKllX CTpUH. H..'lM 
YLlOJIOCb npco.noncTb TPY.il.HOCTI•. 

JT1oiJ11 30/mmbt ~111p11wi11 mpyooM, 110 paKembt eu1e oc111a10111c!1 
110 cooux 111ec111ax 

People work but missiles are in position. 

Agricultural production is now aptly described in 
the Republic as the " main front . " fts headquarters 
is the M inistTy of Agriculture. At this M in istry, in 
Hanoi. l spoke to Ho Si Pham, one of the leading 
agronomists. This is what he told me: 

" The co-operatives are to play the main role in 
carrying out our development program. A great deal 
has been done in recent years, despite the difficul t 
wartime conditions, to reorganize them, staff them 
with skilled personnel, and provide them with farming 
implements. At Lhe beginning of the war we had 
32 thousand co-operatives; by 1968, after their 
amalgamation, the number dropped to 16 thousand. 
We have more than 5 thousand college-trained special­
ists working iu agricul ture, and 30 thousand with 
a secondary school education. 

"A purl from improving organization and apart from 
the people's enthusiasm, " Ho Si Phan continued, " an 
1mportaot factor in developing our agriculture is our 
work on repairing and extending i rrigation systems, 
supplying forms wilh fertilizers, introducing farm 
mllchincry and new techniques, and maki.11g extensive 
use of high-yielding varieties of rice and other food 
crops. To some extent this concerns not only agricul­
ture, but also industry and is related to the economic 
aid of the Soviet Union and the other socialist 
countries." 

At the M inistry of Heavy Industry r was received by 
Nguyen Ba1\ , the head of the Planning Department. 
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Paooma i.:111111111 «c1ooy 

Peaceful labour. 



Ha oocc111a110111re1111u upp11w111101111020 1;0110110 

They are restoring a11 irrigation canal. 

lllcnoni,·1ysi 1Lc60;1i,u111c )JICK 1 poc1au1u1 11 reu.epa­
Topb1, noc1aoJ1CHH1>1e o OCH.OOH.OM CoocTCKllM C OI030M 

II l.[lP, If BOCCTaJI OllllB 11aCTh p~npyu reHH.blX 3JlCKTpO­

CTU llUllli (nee Kpy111u,1c 3ncnpOCTU1CUllll OO)lBepraJUICb 

DO opeMSl ooii1tul 60M6ap.u11 pOBKaM ). 110 np0113BO,il­
ClDY ) JlCK I p0')11Cprt111 .LlPB np1t6Jlll3l1J1aCb K JlOBOCH­

llOMY y p OBIHO ». 

3ana1111. noc1ao11e1 11th1e s 06nacr11 cc11 bctcoro xo-
3stiicnrn. cramr 6oeaoi1 nporpaMMoil M11.1rmm1100. 
n epoi..1ii 1aoc 11ti..1ii py6eiK - 50 uemucpos c Kail\)loro 
rcK1ap:1 11cpcwm1 11pou111w11JI Txa i16111u.. Ceil •rac 
LlCCll fKll )'CJLtOB. MllOrue 11epcno u1>1e KOOnepUTllBbl 
HLI JlCJIC JlOl\a '.J<lJTll p eaJlbHOCTb nporpaMMbl. 0.Qlll lM 

w1 1111x 11 stBJlstCTcn « Mo Jlao ». 
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"US aircraft, "he said," have done the most damage 
to the power and metal industries, and to enterprises 
producing fertiHzers and building materials. However, 
thanks to the heroic efforts of our working class and 
the assistance of the Soviet U nion and other fraterna l 
countries, we have been able to overcome the 
difficulties. 

" By using small power plants and generators 
supplied mainly by the Soviet Union and the German 
Democratic Republic, and by rebuilding some ofthe 
destroyed power stations (all the major power stations 
were bombed during the war years), the Democratic 
Republic of Vietnam has now nearly achieved its 
prewar level of power production. " 





B zopoo c pa1Bep11ymhtM11 J11a1>1e11a.rn1 Bep11y.'lltcb 111 J11aKya111111 1111011epb1 

Yo1111g pioneers ret11mi11g to town. Tltey have been living in rear areas for four years. 

KooncpaT111J >K1rne·1 He TOJll>KO cso11M 11 3a60TaMJl, 
HO II ACJIUl\111 BCCii CTpC\ llbl. 06 :HOM rosop11T II ICM}! 
CCJlbCKOrO KJ1y6a (( l<airrxo >>, llU3BUHl{Of0 8 '!ec·1 b 

,11.ancKoii 0Tc10Aa npoa111 Lu1111 n1>1Jla1owero !Ora. Cb11U>1 
I( no•1ep11 (( Mo Jlao)) CCfOAll}! WJl lOT CI0,11.a nllCbMa, 
noMe•teHltble OOJlCBblMll rtO'ITUMll, paccKaJbJBalOLUHC 
0 cypOBblX COJlll.UTCl\llX 6yll.lUIX. lllAyT CIOAa l\OIIBepTbl 
113 CoueTCKOro Co103a 11 n pyrnx 6paTCK11x CTpan, 
pacnoJtOJl\CllllblX '3a MKOrne TblC~l'll'l KIUlOMeTpon. 
3JJ.CCb, s « Mo Jlao », 11aM noKaJam1 cenbXOJl\1aw1111.b1 
c HUJJ. lll!CSlMll , AJI}! KO ropblX coneTCKOMY 'leJIOBCKY 
nepeBOll He Hy>Kcll: « C.aemmo B CCCP ». 

n pe.nce.naTeJtb TyaH liU npoLUamce np01l3Hec KpaT­
KYlO pe'lb, Ka>K.Qall tj>pa3a KOTOpOll BCTpe•1anacb 
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The tasks facing the country in agriculture have 
become a militant program of millions. The first to 
achieve the target of 50 centners from every hectare 
was Thai Binh Province. Now dozens of districts and 
many leading co-operative farms have proved that 
the program is feasible. One of these is the Mo Lao 
co-operative. 

The members of the co-operative have the interests 
of the whoie country at heart. Tb is is reflected in the 
name of their village club Can Tho, which is the name 
of a distant province in the blazing south. Some of the 
young people from Mo Lao are today soldiers defend­
ing their homeland . Many letters come here from the 
Soviet Union and other Fraternal countries many 



anno.111tcMe1LTaMJC: « AMepttxancKuii J{MJlepuamoM 11e 
cMor nocTaalfTb Ha Kone1rn Haw Hapo.n. Couuam1JM 
JJ.OICaJaJt ceot<> rrpo•rnOCTb. Oiq>enJTa e TPY)1.l{b1e ro.nbt 
COmt,D.apHOCTb COUMUJtt{CHl<fCCIOf.X CTpaH. HOll)lep)f(Kll 
11 noMou.u.. CoDeTcxoro Co103a Rane'lllo e ttatuHx 
cep.llu.ax. Mb1 o.n.ep>KRM OKO]{tfaTeJTbtty10 ao6e.n.y, Mbl 
noif]leM nnepe.ll ao nyru couuaJIH3Ma ». 

3eneKb1ii ra3ttK CHOBa JlCTiff no npoCeJTO<fH.blM 
.noporaM ]le.JtbTbI Kpacttoii. Tb1Cj{'lJf KpeCTbl\'H. no 
1<onetto B BO.UC pa6oTalOT aa U3YMPYJ(HblX no.IUlX. 
3.nccb cero,llIUI u.neT rnaBHbri'i 6ou. 

• 

tbousands of kilometres away. Here in Mo Lao we 
were shown farm machines with trade marks that 
require no translation for a Soviet dtizen: " Made in 
tbe USSR". 

When we were preparing to leave, Chairman Tuan 
made a brief speech that was greeted with applause 
after every sentence. "US imperialism, " he said, 
" bas failed to bring our people to their knees. Socialism 
has proved its strength. The solidarity of the socialist 
countries bas also been fortified in these difficult years. 
The Soviet U nion 's help and support will always be 
remembered by us. We will achieve final victory and 
advance along the road of socialism. " 

Once again we were speeding along the roads of the 
Red River delta. Everywhere thousands of peasants 
were up to their knees in water cultivatrng the rice 
paddies. This is today the scene of the main battle . 

2 17 



RA 
,ll,HllJIOMATINECKOM 
<J>POHTE 

ON THE DIPLOMATIC FRONT 

c DeCHbl 1968 ro.o.a BO BbCTILaMCKOK BOfrtte l{Cl{O 
o6o3ua'!1urcit eme OAIG(, TJleTm1 nocne BOeHHoro 11 

nomrnNecKor o <t>poHTOB - AUiutoMaT1{lfec10li1 . B 
Mac 1968 ro.n;a B Dap10Ke Ha'!a.su1cb ocpuuaanbHb1e 
6ecCAbt Me)J(.izy npe,ncrn.»UTeJOlMJ{ WB n CWA. 
Bnpo'leM. aKT1muaH 6opb6a Ha .mcnJJoMaTir•tecKoM 
<~pOttTe pa3BepHynacb ::ia.u.onro ,o;o :noro. 

n cpBMe Da)l(J[blC mane D 3TOM ttanpanrremm 6blJil1 

c.n.enaJtbl y)l(e B aaperre 1965 ro.o.a, T.e. 6yKBaJTbHO Ra 
Tpen1ii MCCfill DOCJte pa3Bll3btBa'HlOI Ba.J.J..LKHrronoM 
tteo6nKBJJeHl{Oli Bofillh1 npOTllB Cenepaoro BbenmMa. 

B ycnoBJUlX yClfJl1{8ato1ulfxcit lCaJieTon aMep1CKaH­
CKoil aal(awru rui )].PB npe3JCAetn jl)J(oucou 7 anpen11 
1965 ro.Aa 3rum1m, •rro roTOD »ecnc neperonoph1 no 
BbCTKaMCKOMY aoupocy 6e3 DClrKf(X npe)lBaplITCJTbTCblX 
ycnosml. CTo cyw.ecTDy npCAJlaraJTHCb neperonOpbl 
no.n aKKOMJlaHCMCllT 6oM6. 

Heo6Mmne1rna11, HO TeM He MeHcc see pacwH­
pruow.an.cJ1 ao:ihta aony•nma no,QKpennemce a BHJl.e 
,D,l1TIJlOMaTlf'leCKOro llJallTaJKa. 

B anpene 1965 ro,lla Ha1.11>10HaJlbnoe co6paH11c 
JlPB nplOHUTO rrporpaMMy, KOTOpaJI c TCX nop 
q11rryp1cpyer no)]. Ha:Jnam1eM « no311u1Ul JlPB H3 4 
nytLKTOB ». 0CHOBHOe JIX co,n.ep>Karuce CBOAJ{J(OCb K 
cne.ny10w.eMY. 
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Since the spring of 1968 a thfrd front has clearly 
emerged in the Vietnam War, besides the military front 
and the political. This is the diplomatic front. In May 
1968 official talks began in Paris between representa­
tives of che Democratic Republic of Vietnam and the 
United States. Bu t then, an active struggle on the 
diplomatic front had begun long before this. 

The first important steps in this d irection were taken 
in April 1965, that is, in the th ird month after Washing­
ton had begun its undeclared war against North 
Vietuam. 

At the time of the mounting US air raids on the 
Republic, President Johnson declared. on Apri l 7, 
1965, that he was prepared to negotiate on the Vietnam 
question without any preconditions. This was, in effect, 
a proposal to negotiate to the accompaniment of 
bombs. 

The undeclared but steadily expanding war was 
backed up by diplomatic pressure. 

[n April 1965 the National Assembly of the Demo­
cratic Republic of Vietnam adopted a program that 
has come to be called the Republic's " Four-Point 
Pla n." The plan can be summarized as follows: 

Cn accordance with the Geneva Agreements, the US 
Government must withdraw its troops, servicemen, 



Cornacno )l(eHeacJOtM cornaweHJUIM, npasITTeJtb­
CTBO CillA JlO.IDKllO Bbraecn1 ce01J eoiicxa, eoe1rno­
c.ny)Kaw..rx, BblBeJTn noopy"'emce u3 J0>1moro BbeT­
HaMa ll npeKpaTUTb IlOCRraTeJtbCTBa Ha 1epp1!TO­
pHaJTblt)'IO ue11ocrnocT1> H C)'BepeH1rreT ,I(PB. B 
nepno.a O)KK.u.amut Ml!puoro o6'be,ZJ.nHeHJrn BbeTHaMa 
Hco6xo}l1tMo, cornacHo )KeuencKnM cornamettllllM, 
'IT06bt o6e •1acnt CTpaHbl HC MMCmr DOCIIll.blX COI030B 
c JJ.pyrHMJC rocy}lapCTBaMlI, TUlOCTµaH.HblX noe1mblX 
6a3 K soe1-mocny:>1rnruux na csoei"r Teppl!TOpl-0-I. )l,ena 
I0>1rnoro BheTHaMa ,uomKIIb1 6bTTh peweHbl •!M caMlIM 
Ha OCHOBe nporpaMMbl Hal.UlOHanbKOrO (J>pOHTa 
oceo6o)KJle1m.S1 IO'lKHOro Bi.ernaMa. MrrpHoe 06nc­
.a11Hc1me CTpaKbl ,!l,OmKHO 6b1Tb ocymeCTBJleHO BbeT­
HaMCl<l1M uapo,uoM 6e3 BMCWaTeJibCTBa lf3DHe. 

3TH npe,!l,JIO')l(Cl{){.ll 6bcmi OTBeprH)'Tbt Baw11Hno­
HOM, OpO,!l,OJl)KaBWJ{M 3CKa.namno BOeHHhlX J{ettCTBMtt . 
flcTOM 1966 ro,!l,a DpC311.ll.CHT ,[{)l(OIICOH CHHJl DCKKHe 
orpafl11•1eHl(ll Ha 6oM6aprolpOBKll nOCJlCJl.HCii (( 11e­
BOCILllOtt JOHbt » Ccecpuoro BbeTHaMa - npOMb1-
wJ1c1111oro KOMnneKca Xauoii-Xalicpott. 

B tta•iane 1967 ro.aa npae1neJtbCTBO )],PB npen­
np1tttllJ\O p}!.ll. HOBbLX waroe c uenbio .a.ocn1nryTb 
M11p1toro ypcrynupoaamrn DbeTHaMcKoro eo1rpoca. B 
Ha'laJTe llHBapst 8 OapmKe C Dall\tlblM 3ru!BJ1CHl!eM 
eb•C-rymut ret1epanbllb1i1 npe.ncr an1ne11b )],PB Mail 

8 IlapuJH:e, nu u1ie111U KA1!61!p 

At the Paris talks. 

and arms from South Vietnam, and must halt its 
encroachments upon the territorial integrity and 
sovereignty of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam. 
Pending the peaceful unification of Vietnam, it is 
necessary that, in keeping with the Geneva Agreements, 
neither part of the country should form military 
alliances with other States, or have foreign military 
bases or servicemen on its territory. South Vietnam 
must settle its affairs itself on the basis of the program 
of the N.L.F. The peaceful unification of the country 
must be accomplished by the Vietnamese people 
without o utside interference. 

These proposals were rejected by Washington, which 
continued to escalate its military operations. In the 
summer of 1966, Presidentlohnson lifted all restrictions 
on the bombing of the last "non-combat zone " 
in North Vietnam-the Hanoi-Haiphong industrial 
complex. 

Early in 1967 the Government of the Democratic 
Republic of Vietnam took several new steps to promote 
a peace settlement. In early January an important 
statement was made in Paris by the Republic's chief 
representative Mai Van Bo. At the end of the month 
a statement was made in Hanoi by the F oreign Minjster 
Nguyen Duy Trinh. They defined the Vietnamese 
stand: provided the United States unconditionally 
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Ban Eo, a a KOttue siH.eapSI n Xa11oe - MmIHCTp 
HllOCTpamfb1x ,11eJl ,LI.PB Hrycu 3ioti t.JJ.r1u,. Oun 
K3JIO>Kl!JUI 003HUHJO BbCTHaM.CKOll CTOpOl(.h1 : ecm1 
CIIlA 6e3oroaopo•lJiO npeirpaT5{T 60M6ap..o.1-fPOBKK u 
..o.pyn{e noe10Cb1e .neilCTBHJl npoT1ra CcaepHoro BbcT­
HaMa, ,LI.PB fOTOBa OOHTH Ha oqnnmaJTbHhle l<:OH­

TaKTbl 11 pa3rOBOphl c CilJA. MnpHaSI mrnmtanma 
6brna no.zn-eep>KAC!la npe311AeUTOM Xo llln Mm-10M 
B ero nocnaH.1m K nanc n aany VT. B 3Ttr .ium c 9 
Q>eepanSI. .no BbeTti3Me a CBSl.311 c npa3)l,KOaa1meM 
HoBoro ro.a:a no JlyKHOMY KaJleH,a.apJO Ka ecex 
<j>pORTax 6b1Jlll rrpeKpllL1-'eKbl eoeHHble ,a.ettCTBH.SI. 
Co3)l.anacb 611aronpHS1THast o6crnaosKa AJlSI oTBeT­
RblX M1tpm.rx waron Baunl'HIToKa. O.i:nrnKo CWA 
oTBepr mt npC.llJlO>KCJUlSI XaJtoSI. 

12 !f>eepa11S1. B 1-0>KflOM, a 14 cpeupamt e Ceaep»oM 
BbeTHaMe OHH so306ttomtm1 eoeHHble ..o.eHCTB!tst. 27 
c~enpam1 I 967 ro..a.a TpeTb Tepp1nopmt ,LI.PB - pawoHbl 
MC>K.llY I 7 H 20 napamremtM.li 6b!JU1 06MlBJleHb1 KO· 
Ma1-t,Aona1111eM ClDA « so1ww cao60.nHh1x .neficrnlili ». 
B cpenpaJle aMepHKaHcKaSI TmKenaSI. apn rnnep1rn 
na<JaJia o6CTpCJl, ,11eMl!JlltT8pl130l3aHJ.(OH 30Bbl lI 10)!(­

Hbl X paifoKOB JJ.PB, a cy)la 7 aMCpWKal{CKOrO q)J(OTa 
o6cTpemum no6epe)l(he « 30KhJ cao6o.a.ttbcx ,11ci1-
cTB11it ». 0,AHODpeMemco aMep1raaHCKaJl aaJtaUlrn Ha­
'fana c6pacb1DaTb o ycTb.II peK toiKHbIX palioHos 
pecny6muot MlHlbt 3aMe,Anemmro .neficTBB.II. YcHmr­
JutCb 60M6ap,1111posKH .npynrx pai1onon cTpaIThJ. 
« 3cxana UliSI » npo.n.omKaJtaCb. 

He .u.o6HBWltCb HU O.!XROH HJ rrraBHhIX uenefi, uoc­
TasneHHblX n oa'fane aeo6J.SlBne1moii noi£Hhl nponm 
,zrPB, BawmtrTOH secHoJO 1968 ro,n.a, BaKotteu., 
BblK}')l(AeH 6h1JT JI.aTb cornac11e Ha Ha'fa.rro oct>mnrn.Jlb­
HbIX neperosopos. K 3ToMy apeMett1r so sccM MKpe, 
BKJTlO'faJI. CaMll Coe)l11HeHHb1e llhaTbl, BOHHa cmA 
nporna APB CTana noJlBepraTbcll nee 6onee pewu­
TeJlbuOM)' IT MaCCO.DOMy ocyJK.n.eRKJo. 

31 MapTD npe31(AeHT CIBA oT,nan npirxas 06 
orpaHWlelUUI JO}{bl 6oM6ap,ll.'1<1pOBOK ceaeponbeT­
HBMCKOH Tepp11Top11u paftOHOM MeiK.cy 17 )>\ 20 napa.n­
JICJISlMJl. 4 MU 1968 ro.n.a npaBJ!TeJlbcTBO C lliA 
OQlHU.lHLJlbllO C006L1-'JUIO 0 roTOBHOCTJl npllHHTb npC)l­
.rtO>KCl(l{e, CC~OpMymtponam1oe B llOTe npa.DHTeJihCTBa 
.[(PB o·r 3 Ma.II. ffpaUliTCJlbCTBO >Ke ,LI.PB, Ua:JlOMllHM, 
npe)lJTO:>Kl(JIO H,a'faTb B riapHJKC oqli-(U,H.aru.m.1e 6eec)lhl 
c TeM, 'IT06bt « onpcAeJtl1Tb c flMCplfKal{CKOH CTOpo­
HOH 6c3ycnontioe npeKpawen}{e 6oM6ap.lllcponoK it 
ncex .npyrnx aKTOB noirnh1 nponra .ll.PB, a 3aTeM npH­
crymITb K o6cy:lK,ll.emuo .npyrux, mnepecyroumx o6e 
cTopoHbt noopocos ». 

napJ-OKCKJle oqnHJ,J.fastbl{bJe 6eceAM APB H CILIA 
Ha<JaJtlfCb J 3 MaSI 1968 ro.u.a n o6cTaxosKe, xor.na 
Coe.zumeKHb1e WrnTbl npo.u,oJDKaJll{ 6oM6ap,mtpOBKlf 
IO:>KHblX paiioHOB pecny6.lllIKH. 

OceHblO 1968 ro.n.a Baw«l:ll'TOH Bl>my-JK,nen 6hrn 
npHJUCTb HOBOe pewemte. 0JlllOBpeMeHHO C.3a.srBJlemteM 
o npeKpaL1-'c>t1oc Coe.n.mteHB:b!Ml( IlhaTaM11 eeo6Mr­
eJieKBoii nowHbl npoTHB .ll.PB apeJJOJ.eHT CIBA ..a.an 
corn.acae Ra y'fncnre B •1en.1pexcTopoHHJcx nepero­
sopax.. no yperyro1pOB8lOUO BbeTUaMCKOH npo6JieMbl. 

B .S1H11apc 1969 ro,11a e Ilapmtce Ha aseHIO Kne6ep 
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halts the bombing and other military operations 
against North Vietnam, the Democratic Republic 
of Vietnam will be prepared to enter futo official 
contacts and talks with tbe United States. This peace 
initiative was reaffirmed by President Ho Chi Minh 
in his message to Pope Paul VI. At the same time, from 
February 9, miUtary operations were suspended on all 
fronts in Vietnam for the lunar new year celebrations. 
Thu~ a favourable situation was created for a posjtive 
response from Washington to the peace moves. The 
United States turned down Hanoi's proposals. 

It resumed miliui ry operations in South Vietnam 
on February 12 and in North Vietnam on February 14. 
On February 27. 1967, one-third or the Republic's 
territory- lying between the 17th and the 20th paral­
lel- was declared by the US Command to be a " free 
operations zone. ''Also in February US heavy artillery 
began shelling the demilitarized zone and the southern 
areas of the Republic, while ships of the US 7th Fleet 
shelled the coast of the " free operations zone. " At 
the same time US aircraft began droppi11g delayed­
action mines Into the mouths of rivers in the southern 
regions of the Republic. The bombil'\g of other parts 
of the country also increased. Escalation continued. 

After having failed to attain the main objectives of 
its undeclared war, Washington in the spring of 1968 
finally had to agree to starting official talks. By that 
time in all countries or the world, including the United 
States itself, the US war against the Democratic 
Republic of Vietnam was being subjected to ever more 
resolute and widespread condemnation. 

On March 31 , the US President ordered that the 
bumbi1lg uf North Vietnamese territory be limited to 
the area between the 17th and the 20th parallel. On 
May 4, 1968, the US Government officially announced 
its readiness to accept the proposal made by the Gov­
ernment of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam in its 
note of May 3. That was tbe proposal to begin official 
talks in Paris on the unconditional halting, by the US 
side, or the bombing and all other act of war against 
the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, and fo llowing 
this, to hold talks on other matters of interest to both 
sides . 

The official ta lks in Paris between the Republic and 
the United States began on May 13, 1968, at a time 
when the United States continued to bomb the southern 
regions of the RepubLic. 

In the autumn of 1968 Washington had to take a new 
decision. Simultaneously with his announcement on 
halting the undeclared war against the Republic, the 
US President expressed agreement to US participation 
in four-sided negotiations on a settlement of the Viet­
nam question. 

Jn January 1969 negotiations began in Paris, with 
representatives of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, 
the N. l,..F. (from June 1969 the Republic of South 
Vietnam), the United States, and the Saigon admini­
stration taking part. ln May the N.L F_ delegation 
outlined its I 0-Point Program for a political settlement. 
These proposals afterwards received the official 
endorsement of the Republic of South Vietnam and 
of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam. But the 



!Ul'laJD>{Cb oeperosopbt, B KOTOpbIX ytJaCTBYIOT npe,n­
CTaBHTeJTH .LI.PB, H<l>OIOB (o TDOIDI 1969 - Pecny-
6mum 10)!(HbUI 81:>entaM), CilIA H cairroncxoii 
a.o,MJOOfCTpaurm. B Mae ,nenera~ni H<l>OIOB llbJCTy­
mma Ha neperosopax c nporpaMMOil nommt'iCCKoro 
yperymfpollalUUl B&eTBaMCKoii npo6neMbl lO 10 nyttK­
TOB. 3nt opcµ.no:iKeuWl 3aTeM 6&1ru1 oqllru,na.JTbRO 
no.n.nep:lKaHbt Pccny6mn.:oft lQ)l(Jlbtii BMTHaM 11 

,lJ,eMoKpaTit'lecKoii Pecny6rucx:oil BheTHaM. Peam1c­
nt'lec1CaR IlporpaMMa M11pa, npeJJ.JTO)f(emia11 
H<l>OIOB, He aony'IH.lla n03lfnQJHoro oneTa c 
aMepu1ea1lo-caU:roHcKoil cTopolU>L Gonee Toro, npe,n­
CTae1CTCJIH CilIA 11 caiiroacKoil a.nM.1uucCTpaLOm 
soo6we nocTORl!Ho yKJIOIDUillCh OT o6cy)KJiemtx no 
cymeCTBy rnaeMoro noopoca - o npeKpacqemm 
arpecc1m ClllA H ycraHoeneam1 cnpa'BeAJUmoro MK pa. 

I mona 1971 ro,D,a MHHHC1Jl 1ntoCTpaHttb1x. .nen 
BPn PlOB MKa Hryeu TX11 Jilm& oT 1CMea1{ cBoero 
apamrreJTucnsa )3b1crymma B IlapIDKe c Ro.Boil MHpHotl 
woruua11moA - KOHCTPYKTHBROii nporpaMMOH nom1-
Tll'leCKOro yperymlpOBal.f.lf11 BbeTeaMcKoro eonpoca 
1u 7 nyHKTOB. Omr npe,nycMai-pl{BaroT yCTaHOBJiem1e 
Coe.n111lCi{HbJMlC lilTaTaMJI' cpoKa l3bUJO,tta eoopy)Kel{­
HblX cHn CUIA u nx « co1-031urnos » 113 l0:>1moro 
BbeTHaMa, oc.eo6olK,L1,eH1Ie soeHHocnyiKamm<. Bcex. 
CTOpOK 11 rpa>K,D.llHCK~lX JIJilJ,, 38XBatfeHHbJX B DJleH B 
xo.n.e BOllHbl, OTKa3 ClliA OT no,!l,Ll,ep)JGUl Ubraem:Hefl 
caiirORCKOii MapUORCTO'!KOH 8,llMlntltCTpau,Hu BO rnase 
c TXJ<ey, a TalOKe coJ.n.a1Hte s JO)l(HOM BbeTHaMe 
WHPOKOrO apaBJITeJlbCTB8 HaUl{OfUUlhHOrO cornacJUI 
){ npo»e.n.emte TaM CB06o.zun,rx .n.eMOKp8Tlf'!eCKllX 
Bb16opo». Hosu. H1llIUlaTIIBa PlOB Bc-rpenrna 
lIDfPOKYlO IlOlUJ.Cp)ICICY lra1C B er-pane, TaK R 38. py6c>KOM. 
0.IOfaKo npasmuue Kpyrn CIBA I{ Ra 3TOT pa.3 Jaruum 
o6ci-p~HOlIUCTCKYJ-O ll03Kll)OO. 0)J.H0BpeMeHJlo 
Baw~rnrroH aKnmTouponan 6oe11ble .n,ei1c11nur B 

IO)f(HOM BbeTI:laMe, Jlaoce H KaM6o.ir.iKe. 
Jll3-3a 3TOH HerantBKOH OOJHIIJlJ[ aMeplfk8RO­

caiiroH.CKOii cTopoHbc ua napH)KCKltX ocperoaopax.. .n.o 
c1oc nop He .nocn1rny10 m1 OAHOro cor.nawcmu1. 
Pa.Jo6JLa•taJt no3ntuno Ba1J.1HHrroaa, raJcrn « 3Jtii 
<)>01:1r ». opra1f U.K H<l>OIOB, nHcana neToM 1971 
ro.o.a, ttTo Baw1·HCJTOFl, yKJIOWJj[Cb OT oTneTa Ha npe,a.­
no:>KeH.ml BPfl PIOB, o,a,1-1.oapeMeH.110 « ycmurnaeT 
oeponOMKYJO ,Il.UJ10M8Tlt'leCKYl:O airnIBHOCTb, Ha,D,elJCb 
3acTaB1CTb B1>enrnM cornac1nbcn ua pewemce npo6-
neMht Ha ceoux ycJtonrucx }>. {< H.ff<iTo, - ao,a,<top1<1ty11a 
B 38KJUO'leH1te « 3!lii cpoar », - Re MO)l(eT OOKOJ1C6a'rb 
)l(eJleJHYlO nomo BbCTHaMCKOfO uapo,ll.a n uapO,ll.OB 
CTJ>a •~ Vln.a;oKIDast ». 

realistic peace program advanced by the N.L. F. evoked 
no positive response from the US-Saigon side. What 
is more, the representatives of the USA an.d the Saigon 
administration have systematically evaded any discus­
sion of the main issue: the halting of US aggression 
and the establishment of a j ust peace. 

On July I, 1971, the Foreign Minister of the Pro­
visional Revolutionary Government of the Republic 
of South Vietnam, Madame Nguyen Thi Binh. came 
forward with a new peace proposal in Paris, on behalf 
of her government. This is the constructive 7-Point 
Program for a political settlement. 

1l stipulates that the United States must fix a date for 
the withdrawal of its armed forces and the nrmed forces 
of its " allies ., from South Vietnam. The plan provides 
for the release of servicemen of all sides and civilians 
captured in the war. 

The United States must stop supporting the present 
Saigon administration headed by Thieu. A representa­
tive government based on national concord must be 
formed in South Vietnam, and free democratic 
elections held there. 

This new initiative of the Republic of Soutl1 Vietnam 
received widespread support both at home a nd abroad. 
But the US ruling circles once again adopted an attitude 
of obstruction. At the same time Washington stepped 
up its military operations in Somh Vietnam, Laos, and 
Cambodia. 

Owing to the negative attitude of the US-Saigon 
side, the Paris talks have so far not produced a single 
agreement. Commenting on Washington's tactics. 
lhe N.L.F. newspaper Giai phon!{ pointed out in the 
summer of 1971 that Washington, while evading an 
answer to the proposals of the Provisional Revolution­
ary Government, was at the same time " intensifying 
its perfidious diplomatic activities in the hope of 
forcing Vietnam to accept a solution of the problem on 
Washington's terms." .. But nothing", said the paper 
in conclusion, "can shake the iron will of the people 
of Vietnam and the other countries of Tndo-China. " 
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N. V. Podgorny, Politbureau Member of the CC CPSU, Presidium of the USSR Supreme 
Sovie1, and Ton Due Thang, Preside111 of the DRY. 
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The Soviet Party and Government deleg­
ation visiting the Democratic Republic of 
Vietnam, October 1971. 
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Cpa)l(aSJcb Ha 3eM11e H B B03.Uyxe, BbeTHaMCKHe naTpl-fOTbI KmlJIBCb, 
4TO ,LJ.06blOTCSI no6e,llb1, 'ITO He6o Han BX CTpaHOH CTa1:1eT 'HtCTbCM, 4TO 
BHOBb 03apSITCSI YJibl6KaMH JlHll.a BbeTHa.MCKliX .ueTeit 3TO caepWl.fTCH. 
3anoroM TOMY cnyx1n 6ecnpHMepRb1li repm13M 11 Heno:<o11e6HMaH BOJISI 
cpa)l(aJOmerocH 1:1apo.ua. 

Fighting land and air battles, the Vietnamese patriots have vowed to 
win . They are confident: the skies will dear and children will smile. 

The guarantee of this are the unexampled heroism and unshakable 
will of the fighting people. 

IiOPbliA IlPO)J:OJDKAETC.H 

THE STRUGGLE CONTINUES 





.60Ph6A ITPO,ll,OJUKAETCR 

y 3TOll XJ:CKrH HeT, JJ.a H He MO:lKeT DOKa 6bITb 
3aKJIJO'iHTOilbHOii rJTaDbL 60pb6a BbeTUaMCKOro }(a­

poJJ.a 3a cJw6o.ay npop,oJDKaeTC1l:. YI. KOrJJ.a .11; m(wy o 
rpo30BOM AIDI BbeTHaMa ceMb.lleCllT BTOpoM, nepe.u. 
rJta3atvm npoXO.D.RT o.wm 3a Apyn<M <fipoBTbI O)!(CCTO­
'ieHH.btX cpa)f(ewo1 B .a,eJlbTe MexoKra n KpacHo:H. 
4 epe3 Tplt c nOJTOBKHOii roJJ.a nocne o6'LJIBJrelllJOTO 
npe:m.neHTOM CUIA 30 01m16pR 1968 ro,u,a Kypca ua 
« neJCKa.rrawuo » aMepmcaJ<CKOfi soflH ht so BbeTHaMe 
>< npeKpawemur Heo61>llBJteHHoli eo3.11.yw11oii BOHH.bt 
nponm ,LI.PB Baun1HIT0H CHOBa ll.hnaeTCll c no3H1Uflf 
ClUibl BOCl{J{hlM nyTeM Jl.06HTbCJl peweHIDI BbCTDaM­
CKOro eonpoca. Cnl{paJtb orHemcoro cMep'la Heapn­
l..-pbtToli arpeccKJt rrponm MyJKecreeRlloro cso60.u.o­
mo6H11oro Hapo,o,a CHosa uapacTaeT. BbeTll<iMclOOI 
KOHlf>JlHKT BCTYCDlJ( B llOBYlO cj>a3y, 'lpeBaT)'IO onac­
HblMK nOCJIC,llCTBWJMJ.(. 

li'ITaK, •no )l(C npOll3QWJIO ? 
B msape 1972 ro,L\a BawlffiTToH Bbtcrymm c 

(( HOBO'H MHpHOA )) JfHHUHanmoii. I<aK MCTKO oxa­
oalCTepJ{30BaJia KX o,lllla BbeTJraMCKaK raJeni, o1ll£ 
.>KaJaJIHCl> ace TCM :.Ke CTapblM BlIBOM, HO B ROBblX 
6ynutKax. B ceom o<jmll){a!lbltbl.X. 3annewuoc .l{PB 
11 PIOB noKaJa.rrn, '!TO pe'll> no cyw.ecTBy J<.QeT o 
npe)IQ{IOC yJlbTHMaTlIDHblX rpe6oBaJillilX co CTOpOKbl 
BaumHITol{a. TeM ue Meaee, a na11a.rre <j>espa.IDl BPn 
Pl-OB BblCTynMo H.a neperoBopax c ew.e O.IOIOH 
peam<cnt'ieCKoij JO<KW<anraoii, Ha.npan.nemmil Ra 

no'fernoe nomrrn'lecKoe yperyJIKpoaaime BbCTHaM­
CKOH npo6.11eMJ:.1. Pe'lh II.Iler o JaHBJiemm BpeMel{Horo 
peBOJUOllllOHJ(Oro apaBUTeJibCTJla OT 2.2. 72r., KOTopoe 
6bUIO nO.IU(Cp)l(aHO )lPB. 0.IOlaKO HaMenmmeecx 
O:lKH1lJTemte Ha .IU(nJIOMaTit'leCKOM cppoirre 6bIJiO 
Topne.z:urpouaHo JapaKee cnna101posaKHhtMJf o.o;no­
BpeMel!R&JMK BOelCKblMJl }{ IlO.IIHTH'leCl(}{MJ{ aKtUUIMII 
Bauo(HITOHa. 

C $espa.rrR 1972 ro.ua aMepKKaHcJOre BOe1rno­
BOJAYWKbJe 11 uoetCKO-MOpcKHe CHJibl CUIA nocne 
6onee '!CM TµcXJTeTHero nepepbma so.Jo6RoBHJI'K 
Macc1epouaKllbte 60M6apJJ.11:poe1m Ii o6CTpeJlhl ryc­
TOHaceneHHbtX paitoHOJJ (( '!CTBepTOH 30Hh[ )) )],PB, 
Jie>lCaUlHe MC)l(.Ll.Y 17 1t 20 naparucem1MJ£. B To1!1nracKHii 
JaJ(lCB enepBbre c 1968 ro)la HanpauneHO OJJ.KOepeMeH­
}10 4 aMopMXaH.CKHX amrnuocua. Oco6eHHo sapsap­
CXlfM Ha.Jt.eTaM 6bum oo.ueepmyTht MHpllhle ceBepo­
BhCTH.aMCIGle ropo,L\a }f cena 'lerncpTOtt 30Hbl 16- l 7 
<j>eepam1. n mm Tpa.aH11.110HJmro Hoeoro ro.aa no 
JJYlOlOMY l(a.JTe1r..uap1-0. B KallyH 011epe,ll,HOfO 3acc.uaHJUI 
IJapHlKCKOrO COBCUlaIUtll. 

A JaTeM OOCJte,ll,OBaJI HOBbLH 3apaitee cnnamtpo­
eamibltt war - ,Ll.enerawu1 CllJA c <t>eBpCUUI ycTpa1m­
nacb OT y<1aCT1u1 u nap1l)!(CK1fX neperosopax. 

Ho 3TO ace 6blJIO, KaK noxa3a1Ill aoCJie.11HHe co6b1-
TlfJ1, ro1wb npemo,ll,Heii K ocyw.ecrnnemuo BalllllliT­
TOHOM ero (( HOBOH )) CTpaTenrn c nO'.H{ill{ll CtWbl BO 
B&eraaMe. 

B MapTe uapaapcJ<Ke H.aJJeTbt aMepmcancxoii asHa­
cum H:a « 'teTBepTy10 Jouy )> apO,Ll.OJI>Kamt yc111ur­
saTbCR. B pe3y1Ibl"d.Te norn6m1 TbLCR'IU it ThlCR'!lf HJf 
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THE STRUGGLE CONTINUES 

This book does not yet have, nor can it have, a 
concluding chapter. The struggle of the Vietnamese 
people for freedom is continuing. And when I write 
about 1972, a difficult and anxious year for Vietnam, 
before my eyes appear the Mekong and the Red River 
delta where fierce battles are being waged. Three and 
a half years ago, on October 30, 1968, the US President 
announced the " de-escalation " of the war in Vietnam 
and the ending of the undeclared air war against the 
Democratic Republic of Vietnam. Bu1 now Washington 
is again trying to solve the Vietnam question by 
military means and from a position of strength. The 
spiral of brazen aggressive acts against the courageous 
freedom-loving Vietnamese people begins once again. 
The Vietnam conflict is entering a new phase frought 
with dangerous consequences. 

What has happened ? 
lo January 1972 Washington came forward with a 

" new peace " initiative. But, as one Vietnamese 
newspaper noted at that t ime, it was nothing but 
"old wine in new bottles." Jn official statements, the 
Democratic Republic of Vietnam and the Republic of 
South Vietnam pointed out that, as before, Washington 
was putting forth demands couched in the language of 
ultimatums. Nevertheless, in early February, the 
Provisional Revolutionary Government of the RSV 
advanced another concrete and realistic proposal 
at the negotiation table aimed at reaching a honourable 
settlement of the Vietnam question. That was the 
statement made by the ProvisioI1.11J Revolutionary 
Government on February 2, 1972, which had had the 
support of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam. 
However, the expected start of activities on the diplo­
matic front was torpedoed by military and political 
actions which Washington was simuJtaneously carrying 
our and which it had planned beforehand. 

Since Februar'y 1972 US Air Force and Navy planes, 
after a lull of more than three years, have resumed 
massive bombing and shelling of heavily populated 
areas of the " fo urth zone ·· of the Democratic Re­
public of Vietnam. which lies between the 17th and 
the 20th pa rallels. For the first time since 1968 four 
US aircraft carriers were dispatched to the Tonkin 
Bay. Especially savage raids were made over North 
Vietnamese cities and villages of the " fourth zone " 
on February 16- I 7, the traditional lunar New Year 
holidays. on the eve of anotheI session of the Paris 
taJks. 

Washington's next step, also planned beforehand, 
was to be absent from the negotiation table- the US 
delegation has since February stayed away from the 
Paris talks. 

But all this, as subsequent events have proved, was 
only a prelude lo the carrying out by Washingcon of its 
" new "strategy in Vietnam from a position of strength. 

In March the US continued to step up its air raids 
over the " fourth zone ". ln these savage bombing 
raids thousands of innocent civilians died and villages 
and whole city districts were reduced to ashes. On 
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e qeM uenoBWUiblX MHplibIX XillTeJLeii, B nenemlllJ,a 
npeepaT.lrnHCb .n.epeBHlf H ropo.n,cKHe .1rnapTaJJbl. B 
CBSl3M C 3TKM 11 MapTa 1972 ro.na B n apK)l(e 6btn0 
ony6.JTli)(osawo 1osecTHoe 3al{snetrne Me)KJJ.YHaporo1oi1 
accou;i1a1J,KH tOpliCTOB - .z:1eM0KpaToB. « Boeuw.b1e 
,neflcTBJUl, xoTop:hle CillA ee.n.yr npoTnB ,LJ,PB, -
rOBOplITCR B KeM, - nponmopeqaT Me:iK,U.yHapO.llHO­
My npa11y H npHlillTblM aMeprucaHCKHM npaBUTCJlb­
CTBOM 30 01m16ps 1968 ro.Qa o6ll3aTeJtbCTBSM rrpe­
icpantTb mo6hLe KapyweHHJl so3.eyumoro npocrpau­
crsa H 60M6apJUJp011.Kil reppRTopBll x ceeepy OT 17 
napan11e11H )). 

O'lepe)Illh1e warn s ocymecrsJiemm nna1ta 3CKa­
Jtacoor aoil:Hb1 6bum npe.anpmurrb1 aMepHXaH1l;lMU .s 
aape!le JI Mae. C aapeAA 30Hoil xeo6'LltBJteHHoli 
B031IYWROH .eoltlth( CWA clia1IT1f'JCC1Clf cra1:1oe1nc11 
DO'fTil BClf Tepp1CTop1ui: .llPB, B TOM 'fTICJle Xa'Hoii If 

MOpCl<Me BOpOTa pecny6JDil<H - Xaa<t>oR. 8 M.8J{ 

npo3H,D.e1rr CUIA noepnbte B RCTOl)Im aMepmcaHCKOii 
BOCHl{OH asalITIOpbJ BO BheTWlMe OT.n.aeT pacnop:R­
JKCJ,O{e o MMJmpoeamm nop:TOB ,[{PB. 0.[(1-toepeMemio 
.naeTCll YKaJaHHe BBC CWA 06 yHH'lTOJKeH.1<lc )Ke­
neJHo.n.opO)l(JlbJ.X K npo'll!X xoMMyHJ£Kau.ait, csllJb1-
ea1om1oc )l.PB c BHeunmM MKpoM . .Pe'fh no cymecTBy 
WJta o noni.mce ycTaHOBHTb MOpcJCYlO 6noxa.ny pec­
ny6Jtl{IO{, OTpe3aTb ee OT IlOMOlUH lOBHe. 0 MaCWTa-
6ax onepawm MO)l(l)O cy,ll}(Tb no .Qa}{){h!M caMoro 
fleRTaroua. B aopene - Mae :ea Tepplfropluo .llPB 
soel:CJ{O-B03JJ.YWRhlMU cHJtaMJf ClllA 6bUlo coBepweHo 
OXOJtO 9 300 60CJlblX caMO.neTO-BhIJTeTOB. 

0.ltRoepeMeHBo e IO)IQ{OM B1>eTRaM.e c Wl'fa.rca 
ro.na TIO.!{ OP:lOCJ>hJTliCM HapaCTalOIIlHX 6oM60BblX 
y.n:apOB aMepK'IC.8KC'ICOH an:nar.um WTepBeJIThl H caA­
roHCIO{e ooticxa rrpe.n.npKHKMalOT OJl.RO 3a .npyn<M 
eacrynnemUI mi pai1om..t, KORTp:O.lllrpyeMI>1e BPil 
PIOB. 

KalCOBbl )ICC ue.Illi .H pe3yJibTilTbt o'lepe.rraoil asaa­
TIOpbl BaWHHJToua? 

I.J.em. - npe:i1ouul : nocTaB){Tb .UPB R PIOB Ha 
JCOJieIDl }{ OpO.D.HXTOBaTb KM yCJIOB){jl yperymrpo­
BaHlUI, BhlrO,lll{hle aMepmcaHCXOMY }{MJJep1(a.mnMy. 

qTO KacaeTcJI .lleMoKPaT}{t{ecxoii Pecrry6nmm BbeT· 
ltB.M, TO, Kai( }{ B 1964-1968 TO.D:bl, OHa ycnernHO 
orpucaei- nalCK :eoJJlYW'}{bJX ll}{paTOe. CopeaH nrraH 
1{30J((U'I{}{ cpuca10weik.11. pecny6.JIJOOi OT BHCWHeTO 
MHpa. Kax K npellCJie, oua nony'ta.e-r OT ,11,py:ll.CecT­
eeHl!blX CTpllH BCIO HC06XO,D;I£M)'IO DOMOIIU>. 

B IOllCHOM BbeTHBMe c 1eonua MapTa Hapo.ro™e 
eoopy)l(CJOlble CUJibl ocso60llC)lCRWI Ha WKpOKOM 
Q>poKTe OT ,11,eJibTbl MexoHra KAO ceeepKOH npoBJrn­
umr KyaKr'IK aepeWIDl s uacrynJteHKe. l1 Kor.na B 

mone IIHW.YfCJl 3TH CTpOKH, ORO npo.no.1DCaeTCJI. 
BnepBhle naTpl<OTa:Mli B UIHpoXHX Macmra6ax. 6wm 
npKMOKem.I TaH:KR, COBpeMel:Uloe aexonroe paKemoe 
opy)l(Ue, JelOITH.b1e cpe.n.CTBa, MOry'faJl onurnaA: apnm-
11eplrlicKaJ1 no.ll,AepllCKa, 'ITO lfBIIJIOCh TIOJillOH BeO)l(}{­
.n.alUlOCTblO .llJtJl mrrepeeHTo.e H caii:roucKHX soiicx. 
Tlo .namu.1M KOMaHJJ.OBal:lfUl eoopyJlCeHHbJX clm PfOB, 
ua cepe.DJO:CY iuow.11 e .xo.ne 3Toro secem1e-rreTHero 
caMoro nponoJUKHTeJlbHoro 3a ecJ-O BOHllY mcry­
llJiemvt nai-pKOTII'tec10u. cnJI no.n. xolITpOJib BpeMell-

March l I, I 972, the International Association of 
Democratic Lawyers issued a statement in Paris 
pointing out that the " military actions which the USA 
is carrying out in the Democratic Republic of Vietnam 
run counter to international law and also to the 
obligations undertaken by the US Government on 
October 30, 1968, to stop all acts violating rhe air 
space aod halt bombardment of tbe territory north 
of the 17th parallel. " 

The next steps in the US escalation of the war in 
Vietnam were carried out in April and May. Since April 
the zone of the undeclared air war has been extended 
so that it bas come to cover practically the entire 
territory of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, 
including Hanoi and the seaport of Haiphong. On 
May 8, for the first time since the US aggression 
against Vietnam started, the US President ordered 
the mining of the ports of the DR V. Simultaneously 
tbe US Air Force was instructed to destroy railway 
and other communications linking the ORV with the 
outside world . 

These actions were in essence an attempt lo impose 
a naval blockade against the Democratic Republic of 
Vietnam and to cut it off from outside help. The scope 
of the US operations can be judged by the following 
information released by the Pentagon : in April and 
May, US aircraft made about 9,300 raids over the ter­
ritory of the ORV. 

In South Vietnam, since the beginning of the year 
US interventional troops and Saigon soldiers, under 
cover of intensive bombing by US aircraft, have 
launched one attack after another against areas control­
led by the Provisional Revolutionary Government of 
the Republic of South Vietnam. 

What is the aim of these aggressive acts by 
Washington? And what are the results? 

The aim, as before, is to force the Democratic 
Republ ic of Vietnam and the Republic of South 
Vietnam to tbeir knees and to dictate to them the 
terms of settlement that wouJd be advantageous to US 
imperialism. 

As for the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, it is 
successfully repelling lhe attacks of the air pirates, just 
as in the period of 1964-68. Washington's plan of 
isolating the fighting republic from the outside world 
has collapsed. The DRV continues to get the necessary 
assistance from friendly countries. 

In South Vietnam, at the end of March the national 
liberation forces went over to the offensive along a 
wide front ex1ending from the Mekong Delta to the 
northern province of Quang Tri. 

A.s 1 am writing these lines, in July, the offensive is 
continuing. For the first time the patriotic forces have 
used tanks on a broad scale, modem infantry rocket 
weapons, anti-aircraft facilities, and powerful artillery 
support, which came as a total surprise to the US 
interventional troops and Saigon soldiers. The Com­
mand of the armed forces of the Republic of South 
Vietnam has announced that by the middle of June, 
in the course of the spring-summer offensive by the 
patriotic forces, which bas been the most protracted 
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Roro peaomouHolOi.oro npaB1tTeJibOTBa nepeuum paii­
OHbl, B KOTOpbtX. npo)IG(BaeT 6onee .D;BYX Mlut.Jl»OROB 
<1enose1<. Ocso60X<.D.elibL 06wHplih1e paiiom1 B ceaep­
H:bJX rrpOBM}{UlUlX, }{a BOCTO'ffiOM a:o6epe2Kbe ll 

ropBOM UJiaTO. 
n oni..mn-t BaillllHITOHa .neHCTBOBaTb BO Bi..eT}{.al'v{e 

c Il03Kl00i CllJTbl BCTpC'laJOT irapaCTillOUDlli OTilOp Bt' 
BCeM J\.nrpe, B TOM <tJtcJie u B caMHX CIBA. 

CoseTC101ii Co103, .npyrne COl..UilUIHCTH'lecme ci-pa· 
Hbl B KOBOii o6cTal{OBKe no.nnep)l(Jla.JOT CBOIO pewH­

MOCTb n snpe.nb no,DJJ.epJtOCBaTb repon<1ecK.y10 6opb6y 
BberaaMCKOfO Hapo.na 3a CBOlO cao6o.ny }( He3aBHCH­
MOCTb, npo.n,oJDKaJ-OT oxa:n.maTh eMY eceMeprry10 
noMOlllb u noAQep:itCKY Ha soemJOM, IIOIDITH'leclCOM H 

.D,HilJIOMSTW!eCKOM <t>poITTaX. 
C ] 5 no 18 KlOllit 1972 ro)la B )],PB c APY>KCCKJIM 

BlOMTOM 'l{aXOJUIJJaCb coeeTCKaK .neneraUIDI BO rnaBe 
c 'IJtettoM Oomn6iopo U.K Knee, ITpe.nce.naTeneM 
Ilpe3H,lIHyMa Bepiwanoro CoeeTa CCCP H.B. IloA­
ropHblM. B xoJJ.e ueperoeopoe 6b111tt 06cY>K,n;eHT>1 ao­
npoct.1 na.nhueilwero y1tperuLel:GIJI 11' p<l3Bl1TlUt OT­
HoweIDUI .Al>Y)l(61..1, 6ooeow co.JIHJJ.apHocnt n 6paTCJ<oro 
coTpy,11.m1l.fecTBa MC)K.AY CCCP u ,l],PB, a TaK)f(e 
noJIO)KeH1te, CJCO)Kl{BWeecSt so BbeTHaMe. B Moc103e, 
eL1crymu1 27 ioonSt aa o6e.ne e 11eCTb nepsoro ceK­
pe-rapSt lJ.K KoMnapnm Ky6h1, npeMbep·MKHIICTpa 
Peeomou.1101tHoro nl)aDl1TeJTbcTBa Ky6h1 <1>. KaC'rpo, 
reRepaJTbHblii ceKpeTapb U.K KITCC Jl. "1. 6pe>KKe:B 
pe3KO OCyJUlJI arpeCC"lBKhJe want., rrpe,nnpTDUITb1c 
aMCpln<aHCKnM llM.11epHam1JMOM B noCJTe,D;Ree BpeMll 

BO Bi..entaMe, BbJCTynun e no,ll.llepJKKY JOeeCTHbrx 
MJ1poJ1106J.t:eblX npe.ll.JlO)ICCKJ{H ,llPB H PFOB xaK 

OCBOBbl .llJ1Jt KOHCTPYKTlfBHblX neperOBOpOB Ji AOCTli· 
)f(eHrur nomITHqecKoro yperymrposamUI. « TioJJ1Urut 
Co:seTCKoro Co103a B 3TOM sonpoce, - 3a11elfn OH, -
llCHa 1{ tie10MCHHa. Hawa no,ll.llep:lKKa H eceCTopoHR.RJJ 
IlOMOIJ:.lb BbenLaMCKOMY Hapo.ny 6yp;yT npo,n.o.JI­
:JKaTbOll .11.0 no6e~bl ero npaeoro ,ll.ena ». 

in the entire war. territories inhabited by more than 
two million people had come under the control of 
the Provisional Revolutionary Government. Large 
areas were liberated in the northern provinces, along 
the east coast and on the mountain plateau. 

Meanwhile the attempt by Washington to operate in 
Vietnam from a position of strength has been greeted 
with growing protest throughout the world, not least 
in the USA itself. 

The Soviet Union and the other socialist countries 
have affirmed their readiness, as before, to support 
the heroic struggle of the Vietnamese people for free­
dom and independence and are continuing to render 
them every assistance on the military, political and 
diplomatic front. 

From June 15 to 18, 1972. a Soviet delegation headed 
by N. V. Podgorny, member the Politbureau of the 
Central Committee of the Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union and Chairman of the USSR Supreme 
Soviet, paid a friendly visit to the Democratic Republic 
of Vietnam. During the talks beld there the two sides 
discussed questions or the further strengthening and 
development or friendship, military solidarity and 
fraternal co-operation between the USSRaod theDRV. 
and also the obtaining situation in Vietnam. On June 
27, in Moscow, in his speech at a dinner given in 
honour of Fidel Castro, First Secretary of the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party of Cuba and 
Prime Minister of the Revolutionary Government of 
Cuba, L.I. Brezhnev, General Secretary ofthe Central 
Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union, sharply condemned the latest aggressive acts 
commirted by US imperialism in Vietnam, and voiced 
support for the peace proposals made by the Demo­
cratic Republic of Vietnam and the Republic of South 
Vietnam as a basis for serious negotiations and the 
attainment of a political settlement of the Vietnam 
question. " The position of tbe Soviet Union on this 
question," L I. Brezhnev said," is clear and invariable. 
We shall continue to support and give all-sided help 
to the Vietnamese people until its just cause bas 
triumphed. " 

16 anpl!llR 1972 zooa . AMepUKW/Cl\QJl Q811U1//11l llpeonpWlll.t.IO(!m 

noByHJ cep1110 11fli1e11108 110 Xa1i¢011. H 81108'1 pywamCJ/ doMa, 
)'MllpOIOffl /11!811111/bll! :HCl!Plllllbl: :HCl!llllj/Jlll>l, oe/1111 ••. 

011 Aprfl 16, 1971, the US Air Force launched another series of 
raids on Halplrong. More llo11ses were blasted to pieces, mou 
ilmocem women and children were killed. 





Opyoui111wu pac'lem 6 6oe1101i Z0fll06/IOC"111. K 11/011/0 1972 zooa 06111ue 11omep11 a,11ep111<a11c1<on a61/at/llll 
cocmae1111u 3.733 6oe11we Ma1111111w. ToAbKO 11a 6oe60.11 c'lemy Xa11011 - JOI aAtep111<a11cK111i ca,11011e111 

77re anti-aircraft g11n crew is at tire ready. By July 1972 tire US Air Force had lost a total of 3,733 
combat aircraft. Three hundred American planes were Jltot down over Hanoi alone. 



Ha p11c0Bwx 110A11x y 17-oit napaA,wAu 

Paddy fields 011 the 17th parallel. 
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I'All8a couzo11cKozo pexu,ua Txuey 
R8110 nomopo111111c11, o61>11sus 7 111011c11 

/972 lOda, ll"10 ezo 60fiCKQ 61Rll// 

K ya11zll11 

The ltead of the Saigon regime, Thieu, 
was obviously ahead of events when Ire 
a1mounced on July 7, 1972, that Quang 
Tri had been recaptured by Iris troops. 





Boii11a u .1111p . • • - 01111 

coceocmoywm 11a 8bem11a,uc­
Ko1i 3e,1111e yJ1Ce MllOlO 11em. 
Ho 11ec.11omp!111a 60,u6e:11e1w, 
Bbl!m11a.uc1;11e pa60•111e 11po­
OOA:J1Ca10111 onpo11111b. BllC· 
paum11e co,11)am&1. cezoi)11J1 
01111 80Jt10<)Rm Kopnyca 1aao-
008, coopy:HCQ/Qm 3ne1m1po­
cma111f1111. HM 011a1&1sa10m 
6eci;opwcmll)IJO no.110111b Co-
11e111ci;111I Co101 11 c)pywe 
COl/l/aJIUCmU'll!CKl/e cmpQ/lbl 

For years, war and peace lzave 
been inseparable in Vietnam. 
Co11str11ctio11 work co11ti1111es 
despite tire bombing. Former 
soldiers are building fac­
tories and power stations. 
Tlcey receive dl~illlerested aid 
from the Soviet Union and 
other socialist countries. 





"Hem HUlle20 dopoJtee 
1-le3a8UCUMOCmu u 
ceo6odb1. " 

Xo II111 MHH 

" Nothing is dearer 
than independence 
and liberty. " 

Ho Chi Minh. 





B 3TOM penopTa)l(e HCOOJl.bJouam.1 cj>oTorpaclnot 
BbentaMCKTIX cppOBTOBblX penopTepm~, mo6e3HO npe­
J(OCTaB1leHHb1e aaTopy 1m<tJopMau1ro111ibrM1t cny-A<6aMH 
npa.BJITeJJbCTB )].eMoKpaTit'leCKOH Pecny6mom BbeT­
KaM u Pecny6moor IOlKR:btH BbentaM, a TaJOKe cpoTO­
rpaqnm, ony6mncoaaHHble ua c-rpawmax aepHOAff­
qecKoif aeqan f, aBTopaMI! KOTOpblX H"BJJIUOTCJI aMepli­
KaHCKfle, <j>paRUY3CKlie, aHrJIKllCKlle Ii .npyn1e KOp­
pecnol{,l\elITbt. 

3ua'llrrenbHaj{ 11acn. <t>oTOMaTepuanoa c,ne.na1i3 
COBeTCKJ!MJI npocpeCClfOH8JlbltblMIT H Henpocpeccr(O­
HaJI:bRbtMl! penopTepaMJL 

Mnome J(OKyMeHTbl, ll TOM 'lllCJie H OTClUlThte 
caMKM aBTopoM, ny6rotKY10TCJ1 anepJ1b1e. 

JllnepaTypUblH pe.naxTOp JI. Jle6e.neaa 

XyJJ.mKHllK K Opnon 

Some of the illustrations in this book were tak.en 
by Vietnamese army correspondents and were kindly 
S'Upplied to the author by the information services of 
the Governments of the Democratic Republic of 
Vietnam and the Republic of South Vietnam. Others 
include photographs which ha ve already appeared in 
the press and were taken by US, French, British and 
other correspondents. Many of the documentary 
photographs arc contributed by Soviet professional 
and non-professional cameramen. A large number of 
photographs (among them some taken by the author) 
are published here for the first time. 
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