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P o l i t i c a l o b s e r v e r s i n A s i a n c o u n t r i e s h a v e l o n g 
n o t e d t h a t P e k i n g ' s A s i a n p o l i c y i s a r e f l e c t i o n o f d e v e 
l o p m e n t s w i t h i n C h i n a ' s r u l i n g q u a r t e r s , w h i c h o f t e n 
a s s u m e a m o s t d r a m a t i c a n d u n p r e d i c t a b l e f o r m . E v e n 
t h e m o s t e x p e r i e n c e d o b s e r v e r s h a v e o f t e n f a i l e d t o 
d e c i p h e r w h a t g o e s o n b e h i n d t h e h i g h w a l l s o f C h u n g -
n a n h a i , t h e E m p e r o r ' s P a l a c e t h a t h a s b e e n t u r n e d 
i n t o a " r e s t r i c t e d a r e a " e v e r s i i i c e i t b e c a m e M a o T s e -
t u n g ' s r e s i d e n c e . A n d i n t h e a b s e n c e o f c o n c r e t e f a c t s 
o n t h e b a s i s o f w h i c h a r e a s o n a b l y p r e c i s e f o r e c a s t o f 
P e k i n g ' s i n t e n t i o n s c a n b e m a d e , a n d w i t h P e k i n g ' s 
d e c l a r a t i o n s o f t e n r u n n i n g c o u n t e r t o C h i n a ' s a c t u a l 
p o l i c y i n A s i a , a l l i n d i r e c t s i g n s p r o v i d e f o o d f o r 
r u m o u r s a n d g u e s s w o r k . T h e p r e s s i n S o u t h a n d S o u t h -
E a s t A s i a h a s o f t e n t r i e d t o g u e s s w h a t l i e s b e h i n d 
P e k i n g ' s " d i p l o m a c y o f s m i l e s " t o w a r d s C h i n a ' s n e i g h 
b o u r s , o r P e k i n g ' s " p i n g - p o n g d i p l o m a c y " t o w a r d s s e 
v e r a l c o u n t r i e s i n S o u t h A s i a . A n d o f t e n P e k i n g ' s p r o 
t e s t a t i o n s o f f r i e n d s h i p a n d g o o d - n e i g h b o u r l i n e s s a r e 
n o t b o r n e o u t b y d e e d s . 

T h e r e a r e s e v e r a l r e a s o n s f o r t h e a c u t e c h a n g e s 
i n M a o i s t f o r e i g n p o l i c y . A n i m p o r t a n t r e a s o n i s t h e 
c o n t i n u i n g s t r u g g l e f o r p o w e r i n C h i n a b e t w e e n r e p r e 
s e n t a t i v e s o f g r o u p s h o l d i n g d i f f e r e n t v i e w s , w h o s e 
e x i s t e n c e i s n o t d e n i e d i n P e k i n g . T h i s s t r u g g l e , w h i c h 



v a r i e s i n i n t e n s i t y f r o m o n e p e r i o d t o a n o t h e r , t e s t i 
f i e s t o t h e l a c k o f s t a b i l i t y a n d a c h r o n i c c r i s i s s i t u a 
t i o n i n t h e c o u n t r y w h i c h f o r m a n y y e a r s n o w t h e M a 
o i s t l e a d e r s h i p h a s t r i e d t o e l i m i n a t e , b u t w i t h o u t s u c 
cess . W h a t e v e r c o n c r e t e f o r m s i t t a k e s , a n a g g r a v a 
t i o n o f t h i s s t r u g g l e f o r p o w e r i s i n v a r i a b l y a c c o m p a 
n i e d b y g r e a t e r a d v e n t u r i s m a n d e x p a n s i o n i s m i n C h i 
n a ' s f o r e i g n p o l i c y . F o r i n s t a n c e , w h e n t h e " c u l t u r a l 
r e v o l u t i o n " c a m p a i g n w a s l a u n c h e d o u t r a g e s w e r e 
c o m m i t t e d b y huatsiao ( C h i n e s e e m i g r a n t s ) , u n d e r 
P e k i n g ' s i n s t i g a t i o n , i n B u r m a , L a o s , I n d o n e s i a , 
M a l a y s i a a n d o t h e r c o u n t r i e s i n S o u t h - E a s t A s i a . A n d 
t h e " c a m p a i g n o f c r i t i c i s m o f C o n f u c i u s a n d L i n P i a o " 
c o i n c i d e d w i t h t h e i n v a s i o n b y C h i n e s e t r o o p s o f 
N o t h e r n B u r m a a n d t h e l a n d i n g o f C h i n e s e t r o o p s i n 
P a r a c e l I s l a n d s , a n a c t r e g a r d e d i n S o u t h - E a s t A s i a 
a s a n a n n o u n c e m e n t b y P e k i n g o f i t s i n t e n t i o n t o s e t 
t l e a l l f u t u r e t e r r i t o r i a l i s s u e s b y f o r c e o f a r m s . A 
r e g u l a r p a t t e r n c a n b e d i s c e r n e d h e r e . - t h e p r e s e n t 
c a m p a i g n l a u n c h e d u n d e r t h e f a r - f e t c h e d s l o g a n o f 
" p r o t e c t i n g t h e d i c t a t o r s h i p o f t h e p r o l e t a r i a t " , w h i l e 
t h e " c a m p a i g n o f c r i t i c i s m o f C o n f u c i u s a n d L i n 
P i a o " c o n t i n u e s , h a s l e d t o n e w e x c e s s e s i n P e k i n g ' s 
f o r e i g n p o l i c y . 

T o u n d e r s t a n d t h e m o t i v e s o f t h i s p o l i c y i t i s n e c e 
s s a r y t o l o o k i n t o C h i n a ' s d o m e s t i c p o l i t i c s t o see 
w h a t l i e s b e h i n d t h e v a r i o u s c a m p a i g n s , u s i n g a s a n 
e x a m p l e t h e " c a m p a i g n o f c r i t i c i s m o f C o n f u c i u s a n d 
L i n P i a o . " 

Degrading of Confucius and the Crisis 
of Maoism 

O f l a t e t h e r e s i d e n t s o f t h e q u i e t l i t t l e t o w n o f 
K i i f o w i n t h e s o u t h e r n p a r t o f S h a n t u n g p r o v i n c e h a v e 
f o u n d t h e m s e l v e s i n t h e c e n t r e o f t u r b u l e n t e v e n t s . 
K u f o w i s t h e b i r t h p l a c e o f C o n f u c i u s , a n d i t w a s h e r e 

a 

t h a t t h e a n c i e n t p h i l o s o p h e r d i e d . A t e m p l e h a s b e e n 
b u i l t a t t h e s i t e o f h i s h o m e , a n d i n t h e c o u r t y a r d 
w i t h i n i t s w a l l s s t a l i d s h i s t o m b . T h e t u m u l t b e g a n 
w h e n a m o b o f s c h o o l c h i l d r e n i n s t i g a t e d b y t h e M a o i s t s 
b r o k e i n t o t h e t e m p l e , d e f i l e d t h e p h i l o s o p h e r ' s g r a v e 
a n d r u s h e d a l o n g t h e s t r e e t s o f K i i f o w s h o u t i n g t h r e a t s 
a g a i n s t a l l h i s w o r s h i p p e r s . T h i s i n c i d e n t g i v e s a g o o d 
i d e a o f t h e a t m o s p h e r e i n w h i c h t h e n e w c a m p a i g n 
i s b e i n g l a u n c h e d , a c a m p a i g n w h i c h c a n b e r e g a r d e d 
a s t h e c o n t i n u a t i o n o f t h e " c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n . " 

T h o s e l i v i n g b e y o n d t h e b o r d e r s o f C h i n a f i n d i t 
p u z z l i n g t h a t t h e p r e s e n t r u l e r s i n P e k i n g s h o u l d f i n d 
i t n e c e s s a r y t o h a r a s s t h e m e m o r y o f a p h i l o s o p h e r 
w h o l i v e d i n t h e e p o c h o f S a k y a m u n i . I n w h a t w a y 
c o u l d h e h a v e a n y t h i n g t o d o w i t h C h i n a ' s p r e s e n t - d a y 
p r o b l e m s ? T h e f a c t i s t h a t M a o a n d h i s c l o s e s t f o l 
l o w e r s l i k e t o u s e a l l e g o r y i n t h e i r s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t 
t h e i r i d e o l o g i c a l a d v e r s a r i e s . I t i s n o t r e a l l y s u r p r i s 
i n g t h a t t h e " c a s e " o f C o n f u c i u s i s l i n k e d t o c r i t i c i s m 
o f t h e l a t e M a r s h a l L i n P i a o t h o u g h t h e t w o m e n 
l i v e d 2 5 c e n t u r i e s a p a r t . 

C o n f u c i a n i s m h a s p r o v e d t o b e p a r t i c u l a r l y v i a b l e 
i n C h i n a . F r o m t h e 3 r d c e n t u r y B . C . t h i s d o c t r i n e w a s 
t h e o f f i c i a l i d e o l o g y o f i m p e r i a l C h i n a . I t f o r m e d t h e 
b a s i s o f t h e c o u n t r y ' s s y s t e m o f e d u c a t i o n a n d d e t e r 
m i n e d t o a g r e a t e x t e n t t h e m o r a l a n d p s y c h o l o g i c a l 
m a k e - u p o f t h e C h i n e s e p e o p l e , t h e i r h a b i t s , t r a d i 
t i o n s a n d n o r m s o f b e h a v i o u r . I n m a n y w a y s C o n f u 
c i a n i s m h i n d e r e d s o c i a l p r o g r e s s a n d t h e d e v e l o p m e n t 
o f d e m o c r a c y i n C h i n a . 

H o w e v e r , i n t h e i r c r i t i c i s m o f t h e " o l d m a n K u n g " 
t h e M a o i s t s r e a d i l y m a k e u s e o f p r e j u d i c e s . A n d t h e y 
a r e n o t a n x i o u s t o a d h e r e t o h i s t o r i c a l f a c t s . R e c e n t l y 
Jenmin jihpao s a i d t h a t C o n f u c i u s h a d d e f e n d e d t h e 
m o r i b u n d s l a v e - o w n i n g s y s t e m . B u t i t i s c o m m o n k n o w 
l e d g e t h a t i n C h i n a s l a v e r y b e c a m e w i d e s p r e a d a s a 
p r i n c i p a l f o r m o f e x p l o i t a t i o n s e v e r a l c e n t u r i e s a f t e r 



t h e p h i l o s o p h e r ' s d e a t h . T h u s t h e M a o i s t s a r e n o t i n t e r 
e s t e d i n h i s t o r i c a l a c c u r a c y . W h a t t h e y a r e i n t e r e s t e d 
i n i s t h e s i t u a t i o n o f t u r m o i l t h a t a r o s e a t t h e t i m e w h e n 
C o n f i i c i u s ' s f o l l o w e r s c a m e o u t a g a i n s t t h e l e g i s t " F a t -
f y a " d o c t r i n e . S u c h a s i t u a t i o n o f t u r m o i l i s w h a t t h e 
M a o i s t s w i s h t o r e v i v e i n p r e s e n t - d a y C h i n a . 

T o d r a w a p a r a l l e l b e t w e e n C o n f u c i a n i s m a n d 2 0 t h 
c e n t u r y r i g h t - w i n g o p p o r t u n i s m , a s t h e o f f i c i a l C h i n e s e 
p r e s s d o e s , i s a b s u r d . T h i s t e s t i f i e s t o t h e v u l g a r c h a r a c 
t e r o f t h e M a o i s t s ' s o c i o l o g i s m . T h e y m e c h a n i c a l l y a p 
p l y 2 , 5 0 0 - y e a r o l d m a x i m s t o t h e p r e s e n t s i t u a t i o n . 
T h u s Kuangming jihpao s a i d t h a t " w o r s h i p o f C o n f u 
c i u s a n d t h e s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t ' F a t f y a ' c o n s t i t u t e a s t r u g 
g l e a g a i n s t c o n t e m p o r a r y C h i n a . " T h e M a o i s t s ' u s e o f 
h i s t o r y t o t h e i r o w n a d v a n t a g e s g i v e s t h e m e x t e n s i v e 
s c o p e f o r p o l i t i c a l s p e c u l a t i o n a n d d e f a m a t i o n o f t h e i r 
o p p o n e n t s . 

W h a t d e t e r m i n e s t h e M a o i s t s ' p o s i t i o n i n t h e a r 
g u m e n t b e t w e e n t h e C o n f u c i a n i s t s a n d t h e l e g i s t s ? 
W h a t m a k e s t h e M a o i s t s a c k n o w l e d g e t h e i r g e n e t i c 
k i n s h i p w i t h " F a t f y a " ? T h e p o i n t i s t h a t r e p r e s e n t a 
t i v e s o f t h i s s c h o o l s u c h a s S h a n g Y a n g a n d H a n F e i 
h a d j u s t i f i e d t h e u s e o f t h e m o s t b r u t a l m e t h o d s o f 
g o v e r n m e n t . I n t h e i r o p i n i o n p e o p l e c o u l d b e k e p t 
u n d e r c o n t r o l o n l y b y m e a n s o f f o r c e . T h e s e " F a t f y a " 
v i e w s w e r e w i d e l y u s e d b y E m p e r o r S h i h H u a n g T i 
i n d e a l i n g w i t h h i s e n e m i e s a n d i n c o n s o l i d a t i n g t h e 
s y s t e m o f a b s o l u t e p o w e r . A n d i t i s t h e s e a s p e c t s o f 
t h e " F a t f y a " d o c t r i n e a n d m e t h o d s , e m p l o y e d b y a n 
c i e n t d e s p o t i c r u l e r s i n C h i n a i n d e a l i n g w i t h t h e p e o 
p l e , t h a t a t t r a c t e d t h e P e k i n g l e a d e r s a t t h e t i m e o f 
t h e " c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n " , a c a m p a i g n a i m e d a t d o i n g 
a w a y w i t h a l l w h o w e r e s u s p e c t e d o f o p p o s i t i o n t o 
M a o . A n d t h e n u m b e r o f s u c h p e o p l e h a d g r e a t l y i n 
c r e a s e d a f t e r t h e e c o n o m i c f a i l u r e s o f t h e " g r e a t 
l e a p " a n d t h e " p e o p l e ' s c o m m u n e s . " 

S h i h H u a n g T i h a d o r d e r e d t h e b u r n i n g o f b o o k s 
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r e l a t e d t o C o n f u c i a n i s m , b e i n g g u i d e d b y t h e f o l l o w i n g 
p r e c e p t o f t h e " L e g i s t " S h a n g Y a n g : " W h e n p e o p l e 
a r e s t u p i d o n e c a n r u l e t h e m w i t h t h e h e l p o f w i t . " 
S i m i l a r m e t h o d s h a v e b e e n a d o p t e d b y t h e M a o i s t s 
w h o h a v e c l o s e d d o w n s c h o o l s , d r i v e n s c h o l a r s h i p o u t 
o f u n i v e r s i t i e s a n d f o r c e d w r i t e r s t o w e a r f o o l ' s c a p s . 

T h e M a o i s t s a r e a t t r a c t e d b y t h e " F a t f y a " c u l t o f 
f o r c e , w h i c h r e g a r d s w a r a s a n a t u r a l m e a n s o f p r o 
t e c t i n g s t a t e i n t e r e s t s a n d s u b j u g a t i n g o n e ' s n e i g h b o u r s . 
T h e y h a v e d e c l a r e d t h e i r i n t e n t i o n s t o r e s t o r e t h e b o r 
d e r s o f C h i n a t h a t e x i s t e d a t t h e t i m e o f t h e C h i n g 
E m p i r e w h o s e r u l e r s h a d r e g a r d e d a s t h e i r v a s s a l s a l l 
c o u n t r i e s w h e r e t h e i r h o r s e m e n h a d b e e n . Q u i t e r e c e n t 
l y t h e P e k i n g m a g a z i n e Hsin chianshe s a i d t h a t " t e r r i 
t o r i a l e x p a n s i o n c a n n o t b e r e g a r d e d a s a g g r e s s i o n . " T h e 
a r m y n e w s p a p e r Tsetang chunpao s a i d t h a t " t h e C h i 
n e s e p e o p l e a r e m o r a l l y r e a d y t o fight t o o t h a n d n a i l 
t o r e t r i e v e t h e l o s t t e r r i t o r i e s t h a t o n c e b e l o n g e d t o 
C h i n a . " 

M a n y s u c h p a r a l l e l s c a n b e d r a w n . T h e e x p l a n a 
t i o n f o r t h i s i s t o b e s o u g h t i n M a o i s m . M a o i s m i s a 
s t r i c t l y C h i n e s e p h e n o m e n o n , o n e t h a t e m e r g e d i n 
C h i n a o w i n g t o t h a t c o u n t r y ' s s p e c i f i c h i s t o r i c a l b a c k 
g r o u n d . T h e v i e w s o f " C h a i r m a n M a o " t o o k s h a p e a t 
t h e t i m e o f t h e C h i n e s e p e o p l e ' s r e v o l u t i o n a r y s t r u g g l e 
a g a i n s t i m p e r i a l i s m a n d f e u d a l i s m , w h e n u n d e r t h e i m 
p a c t o f t h e s o c i a l i s t r e v o l u t i o n o f 1 9 1 7 i n R u s s i a a n d 
o w i n g t o t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l a s s i s t a n c e r e n d e r e d b y t h e 
S o v i e t U n i o n t o t h e C h i n e s e p e o p l e ' s s t r u g g l e f o r l i b e 
r a t i o n , M a r x i s m - L e n i n i s m w a s w i n n i n g a n i n c r e a s i n g 
n u m b e r o f a d h e r e n t s i n C h i n a . T h u s i n t h e c o u r s e o f 
m a n y y e a r s M a o T s e - t u n g w a s a b l e t o p r o p a g a t e h i s 
i d e a s b y u s i n g M a r x i s t t e r m s , w h i l e a c t u a l l y e x p l o i t i n g 
t h i s r e v o l u t i o n a r y t e a c h i n g f o r h i s o w n e n d s . 

M a o ' s v i e w s , h o w e v e r , d o n o t f o r m a c l e a r - c u t 
s y s t e m a t i c w o r l d o u t l o o k o r e v e n a m o r e o r l e s s w e l l -
r o u n d e d t h e o r y . T h e y a r e a n e c l e c t i c m i x t u r e o f v a -
2—1091 9 



r i o u s i d e a s b o r r o w e d f r o m t h e m o s t d i v e r s e s o u r c e s , 
a m o n g t h e m a n a r c h i s m , t a o i s m , a n d T a i P i n g i d e a s . 
A n d t o a l l t h i s t h e r e h a v e b e e n a d d e d d i s t o r t e d t h e s e s 
o f M a r x i s m o f w h i c h M a o T s e - t u n g h a s a l w a y s h a d a 
v a g u e k n o w l e d g e , i f f o r n o o t h e r r e a s o n t h a n t h a t n o t 
a l l o f M a r x ' s w o r k s h a v e b e e n t r a n s l a t e d i n t o C h i n e s e 
a n d M a o T s e - t u n g k n o w s n o f o r e i g n l a n g u a g e s . 

T h e f a c t t h a t M a o T s e - t u n g s p e a k s o f " s i n o c i z i n g 
M a r x i s m " s h o w s t h a t h e c o n s i d e r s C h i n a a " s p e c i a l " 
case t o w h i c h s c i e n t i f i c s o c i a l i s m a n d i t s o b j e c t i v e l a w s 
o f s o c i a l d e v e l o p m e n t d o n o t a p p l y . T h e a c t u a l r e s u l t 
o f " s i n o c i z i n g M a r x i s m " i s t h e r e p l a c e m e n t o f M a r x i s m 
b y M a o i s m w h i c h i s a m a l i c i o u s c a r i c a t u r e o f s o c i a l i s m . 
M a o i s m i s n u r t u r e d b y n a t i o n a l i s m - t h e n o t i o n t h a t t h e 
C h i n e s e a r e s u p e r i o r t o a l l o t h e r n a t i o n s - a n d h a s t h u s 
d e v e l o p e d i n t o g r e a t - p o w e r c h a u v i n i s m . 

C h i n a i s t h e o n l y c o u n t r y i n t h e w o r l d t h a t h a s s e t 
f o r t h s u c h l a r g e a n d g r o u n d l e s s t e r r i t o r i a l c l a i m s 
a g a i n s t t h e n e i g h b o u r i n g c o u n t r i e s . M o r e o v e r , t h e 
M a o i s t s m a k e n o s e c r e t o f t h e i r i n t e n t i o n o f e s t a b l i s h 
i n g t h e i r d o m i n a t i o n b y m i l i t a r y m e a n s , t o w h i c h t h e y 
a t t a c h g r e a t i m p o r t a n c e . " T h e p r o l e t a r i a t n e e d s w a r " , 
t h e C h i n e s e n e w s p a p e r s s a y . T h r o u g h o u t C h i n a t o d a y 
t h e s t a t e a n d P a r t y a p p a r a t u s i s u n d e r t h e c o n t r o l o f 
t h e m i l i t a r y . T h e p r e s e n t r e g i m e i n t h e P e o p l e ' s R e 
p u b l i c o f C h i n a c a n b e r i g h t l y c h a r a c t e r i z e d a s a m i l i 
t a r y b u r e a u c r a t i c d i c t a t o r s h i p . H i s t o r y h a s k n o w n 
cases w h e r e w i d e u s e w a s m a d e o f t h e c o n c e p t o f 
" s o c i a l i s m " f o r d e m a g o g i c a l p u r p o s e s . T h e M a o i s t s ' 
d e m a g o g y i s p a r t i c u l a r l y h a r m f u l f o r i t s e e k s t o c o n 
v i n c e o t h e r n a t i o n s t h a t s o c i a l i s m a n d w a r a r e i n s e 
p a r a b l e . 

I t i s n o t s u r p r i s i n g , t h e r e f o r e , t h a t m i l i t a r i s m h a s 
b e c o m e a n i n t e g r a l f e a t u r e o f M a o i s m . " W h e r e t h e r e ' s 
a n a r m y , t h e r e ' s p o w e r , " s a y s M a o . T h e m i l i t a r y - b u 
r e a u c r a t i c r e g i m e i n P e k i n g h a s d e s t r o y e d a l l d e m o 
c r a t i c i n s t i t u t i o n s i n t h e c o u n t r y a n d p e r s e c u t e s a l l 
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w h o o b j e c t M a o ' s u s u r p a t i o n o f t h e p e o p l e ' s p o w e r . 
T h i s , i n e f f e c t , i s t h e e s s e n c e o f t h e " c u l t u r a l r e v o l u 
t i o n " , w h i c h i s b e i n g c o n t i n u e d u n d e r t h e s l o g a n o f 
" c r i t i c i s m o f C o n f u c i u s a n d L i n P i a o a n d d e f e n c e o f 
t h e d i c t a t o r s h i p o f t h e p r o l e t a r i a t . " B u t i f t h e M a o i s t s 
a c c u s e L i n P i a o o f a l l t h e s i n s a t t r i b u t e d t o C o n f u c i u s , 
w h a t t h e n i s t h e r o l e a l l o t t e d t o t h e o t h e r c h a r a c t e r s i n 
t h i s d r a m a ? D o t h e y d r a w a p a r a l l e l b e t w e e n M a o 
a n d S h i h H u a n g T i ? F o r h a s n o t M a o h i m s e l f l a u d e d 
t h e e m p e r o r i n h i s a r t i c l e s ? 

A f e w y e a r s a g o The Degradation oi Hai Jui, a 
p l a y b y W u H a n , w a s s t a g e d i n S h a n g h a i . I t m e t w i t h 
s e r i o u s d i s a p p r o v a l f r o m t h e a u t h o r i t i e s a n d h a s n o t 
b e e n p e r f o r m e d s i n c e . I t s h o u l d b e n o t e d t h a t H a i J u i , 
t h e m a i n c h a r a c t e r , a n o f f i c i a l a n d a C o n f u c i a n , l i v e d 
f o u r c e n t u r i e s a g o a n d w a s r e d u c e d i n r a n k b y a n e m 
p e r o r o f t h e M i n g d y n a s t y . I t s e e m s s t r a n g e t h a t t h e 
p l a y s h o u l d i n c u r t h e w r a t h o f t h e M a o i s t s . B u t t h e 
c o n f l i c t b e t w e e n t h e o f f i c i a l , w h o a d h e r e d t o t h e C o n 
f u c i a n p r i n c i p l e o f " j e n " ( h u m a n e n e s s ) , a n d t h e d e s 
p o t i c e m p e r o r , w a s i n t e r p r e t e d a s a n a l l u s i o n t o l i f e 
i n p r e s e n t - d a y C h i n a . T h e a u d i e n c e h a d a p p l a u d e d b u t 
M a o h a d b e e n v e x e d . O n h i s i n s t r u c t i o n Y a o W e n - y u a n , 
w h o n o w h o l d s a h i g h p l a c e i n t h e P e k i n g h i e r a r c h y , 
p u b l i s h e d i n 1 9 6 5 a n a r t i c l e c r i t i c i z i n g W u H a n . T h i s 
p r o v e d t o b e t h e p r o l o g u e t o t h e " c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n . " 

T h i s i n c i d e n t p o i n t s t o t h e a l l e g o r i c a l m a n n e r i n 
w h i c h f i e r c e p o l i t i c a l c l a s h e s t a k e p l a c e i n C h i n a . T h u s , 
w h e n t a t s u p a o p o s t e r s a n n o u n c i n g a n e w w a v e o f 
t h e " c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n " w e r e r e c e n t l y p l a s t e r e d o n t h e 
w a l l s , t h e C h i n e s e p e o p l e , b e i n g w e l l - a c q u a i n t e d w i t h 
t h e l a n g u a g e o f a l l e g o r y u s e d b y t h e M a o i s t s , w e r e 
n o t s u r p r i s e d t h a t t h i s t i m e i t w a s C o n f u c i u s w h o w a s 
" d e g r a d e d . " C o n f u c i u s w a s d e n o u n c e d b y r e f o r m e r s a t 
t h e t i m e o f t h e C h i n e s e b o u r g e o i s - d e m o c r a t i c r e v o l u t i o n 
o f 1 9 1 1 , b u t f r o m d i f f e r e n t p o s i t i o n s . T h e r e f o r m e r s 
2' 11 



pointed out that Confucianism with its system of class division was an obstacle to social progress. 
Incredible as it may seem at first, prior to the "cultural revolution" the ancient philosopher was in rather high favour with the Maoists. The organizers of the new campaign need not look very far in their search for Confucians. Mao himself had been among his adherents. In his youth Mao had studied in a Confucian school. For six years he had crammed the "Four Books" and "Five Books", among other canonical books. Mao once admitted that at that time he "had been a fervent admirer of Confucius." In later years he had often fallen back on the authority of Confucius when writing his articles including "On New Democracy" and "Methods of Work of a Party Committee." 
What then is the determining factor in the Maoist attitude to Confucius? To answer this question in full it is necessary to keep in mind that Confucianism is in many ways a contradictory doctrine, for which there is no simple definition. The matter is further complicated when proponents of vulgar sociology try to drag Confucianism into the 20th century. What do the Maoists retain and what do they reject from this doctrine? First of all, they do not accept the ethical norms and certain aspects of the limited humanism inherent in Confucianism. In the "cultural revolution" orgy with its brutal repressions of all citizens who think differently from the Maoists, the hungweipings could hardly agree to the Confucian commandment: "Do not do unto others as you would not have done unto you". The principle of "hsiao" (respect for one's parents) also ran counter to their tastes, for denunciation of one's parents is a praiseworthy act with the Maoists. 
But despite their attacks against Confucius the Maoists do not hesitate to borrow from his teachings a whole system of views owing to which Confucianism has long been regarded as "shackles that destroy free-

12 

dbm.'' According to Confucianism the initial division of Chinese society into classes with fixed norms of behaviour for each class was considered immutable. It ruled out equality in relations between people and imphed blind submission to the supreme ruler. The idea of personal freedom is alien to Confucianism. 
One looks in vain for even the slightest hint of criticism of these aspects of Confucianism in the Hung Chi magazine, Jenmin jihpao or any other Maoist publication. They are wholly in keeping with Mao's ambition to be the absolute ruler in the country by trampling upon all the elective democratic institutions. In the 3rd century B.C. Confucius's follower Hsiin Tzu defended the principle of the despotic rule of the supreme ruler and the people's imconditional submission to his will, the people being mere "grass under the wind of the ruler." Here the approach to the nature of political power in society is the same as that of the Maoists who say that each inhabitant in China is merely an "obedient buffalo of Chairman Mao." To both Hsiin Tzu and the Maoists, power does not mean government of the people but control over the people. "There is only one sun in the sky and one ruler for the people," said Men-chi, a disciple of Confucius. Today Mao wants to be known as "the reddest sun in the heart of every Chinese." 
As recent events in China have shown, the implementation of these ideas has led to an acute deformation of the entire social superstructure. The destruction of Party and trade union organizations, and denial of the principle of elective government were the chief aims of the "cultural revolution" unleashed by the Maoists. Today, after the secret session of the National People's Congress the delegates to which were appointed from above, China remains a country where the legislative and judicial bodies have been replaced by the arbitrary rule of Mao's military-bu-
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r e a u c r a t i c r e g i m e . T h e s e c h a n g e s , w h i c h a r e t r a g i c 
f o r t h e C h i n e s e p e o p l e , h a v e b e c o m e a t h r e a t t o t h e 
g a i n s o f t h e p o p u l a r d e m o c r a t i c r e v o l u t i o n . 

A n y o n e w h o i s a c q u a i n t e d w i t h C h i n e s e h i s t o r y 
a n d t r a d i t i o n s c a n n o t f a i l t o see t h a t M a o i s n o t o n l y 
i m i t a t i n g S h i h H u a n g T i a n d o t h e r C h i n e s e e m p e r o r s 
b u t i s a d h e r i n g t o a l l t h e i d e a s o f l a t e m e d i e v a l C o n 
f u c i a n i s m w h i c h s e r v e d t h e i n t e r e s t s o f t h e f e u d a l s . 

T h e M a o i s t s g o s o f a r a s t o c o p y t h e C o n f u c i a n 
f o r m a n d m a n n e r s o f b e h a v i o u r . W h a t w a s t h e c h i e f 
m e t h o d o f e d u c a t i o n i n a C o n f u c i a n s c h o o l ? T h e u n 
t h i n k i n g r e p e t i t i o n o f p o s t u l a t e s f r o m Lunyu, e a c h o n e 
b e g i n n i n g w i t h t h e w o r d s : " C o n f u c i u s s a y s . . ." T h e s e 
p o s t u l a t e s w e r e w r i t t e n i n wenyan, a d e a d l a n g u a g e 
w h i c h w a s i n c o m p r e h e n s i b l e t o t h e p e o p l e . W h e n 
y o u n g S u n Y a t - s e n o n c e a d m i t t e d t o h i s t e a c h e r t h a t 
h e d i d n o t u n d e r s t a n d a w o r d o f w h a t h e h a d l e a r n e d 
b y r o t e , t h e l a t t e r r e a c t e d i n a m a n n e r t y p i c a l o f a n 
i n s t r u c t o r i n a C o n f u c i a n s c h o o l : h e t o o k u p a b a m b o o 
r o d a n d " t a u g h t h i m a l e s s o n . " 

T h e s a m e m e t h o d s a r e n o w b e i n g u s e d b y t h e 
M a o i s t s w h o f o r c e p e o p l e t o r e c i t e M a o ' s w o r d s w i t h 
o u t a n y t h o u g h t f o r t h e i r m e a n i n g . O n c e w h e n I w a s 
i n C h i n a I a s k e d a n o f f i c i a l w h a t w a s m e a n t b y " e n 
c i r c l i n g t h e c i t y b y t h e v i l l a g e " . H e i m m e d i a t e l y r e 
p l i e d w i t h a q u o t a t i o n f r o m M a o b u t f a i l e d t o e x p l a i n 
i t s p r a c t i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e . B y b o r r o w i n g e d u c a t i o n a l 
m e t h o d s f r o m f e u d a l C h i n a a n d p r e v e n t i n g t h e p e o 
p l e f r o m t a k i n g p a r t i n g o v e r n m e n t t h e M a o i s t s h a v e 
m a d e t h e m s e l v e s a b s o l u t e r u l e r s i n t h e c o u n t r y . T h e s e 
a r e t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s t h a t h a v e g i v e n r i s e t o t h e p o 
l i t i c a l c r i s i s i n C h i n a . 

The Maoist Model of the World 
I t w a s b e l i e v e d i n a n c i e n t C h i n a t h a t t h e s k y w a s 

r o u n d a n d t h e e a r t h w a s s q u a r e w i t h t h e M i d d l e K i n g -
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d o m i n t h e c e n t r e . T h i s c o n c e p t o f t h e w o r l d i s r e f l e c t e d 
i n t h e a r c h i t e c t u r a l l a y o u t o f t h e C e l e s t i a l T e m p l e 
w h i c h c a n s t i l l b e s e e n i n P e k i n g . I n o u r t i m e , w h e n 
m a n h a s f l o w n i n o u t e r s p a c e , s u c h n o t i o n s a r e i n 
t e r e s t i n g o n l y a s a g a u g e o f p r o g r e s s m a n k i n d h a s 
a c h i e v e d . I w a s r e m i n d e d o f t h i s a n c i e n t c o n c e p t o f 
t h e w o r l d b y s o m e s t a t e m e n t s m a d e b y t h e P e k i n g 
l e a d e r s w h i c h d i s t o r t t h e p o l i t i c a l m a p o f t h e c o n t e m 
p o r a r y w o r l d b e y o n d r e c o g n i t i o n . T h e r e a d e r c a n 
j u d g e t h i s f o r h i m s e l f . 

M a o ' s f o l l o w e r s r e j e c t t h e s c i e n t i f i c a l l y f o u n d e d 
a n d l o n g p r o v e d t h e s i s t h a t t h e b a s i c c o n t r a d i c t i o n 
i n t h e c o n t e m p o r a r y w o r l d i s t h e c o n t r a d i c t i o n b e t w e e n 
s o c i a l i s m a n d i m p e r i a l i s m . I n s t e a d , t h e y s p e a k o f a 
c o n t r a d i c t i o n b e t w e e n " t w o s u p e r p o w e r s " a n d a l l t h e 
o t h e r c o u n t r i e s o f t h e w o r l d . T h e M a o i s t s t h u s s h o w 
t h a t t h e y a t t a c h n o i m p o r t a n c e t o t h e o b j e c t i v e l y e x i s t 
i n g c l a s s s t r u g g l e a n d t h e c l a s s c h a r a c t e r o f w o r l d p o 
l i t i c s . T h e M a o i s t s h a v e n o t o n l y " e x c o m m u n i c a t e d " 
t h e S o v i e t U n i o n f r o m s o c i a l i s m , a n d " p l a c e d " i t i n t h e 
i m p e r i a l i s t c a m p , b u t d e n y t h e v e r y e x i s t e n c e o f t h e 
s o c i a l i s t c o m m u n i t y o f n a t i o n s . 

A t t h e S p e c i a l S e s s i o n o f t h e U N G e n e r a l A s s e m 
b l y o n A p r i l 1 0 , 1 9 7 4 , V i c e P r e m i e r o f t h e P R C S t a t e 
C o u n c i l ' T e n g H s i a o - p i n g s e t o u t t o g i v e a d e t a i l e d p i c 
t u r e o f t h e c o n t e m p o r a r y w o r l d , t o d e s c r i b e t h e c h a r a c 
t e r o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s a n d c o n t r a d i c t i o n s . H e 
s a i d t h a t t h e w o r l d w a s " m a d e u p o f t h r e e i n t e r c o n 
n e c t e d a n d m u t u a l l y c o n t r a d i c t o r y w o r l d s . " T h e first 
i n c l u d e d t h e U S A a n d t h e S o v i e t U n i o n . T h e d e v e l o p 
i n g c o u n t r i e s f o r m e d t h e " t h i r d w o r l d , " a n d t h e d e v e l 
o p e d c o u n t r i e s , h o l d i n g a n i n t e r m e d i a t e p l a c e b e t 
w e e n t h e t w o , c o n s t i t u t e d t h e " s e c o n d w o r l d . " I t i s 
o b v i o u s t h a t t h e a r b i t r a r y p l a c i n g o f t h e S o v i e t U n i o n 
a n d t h e U S A i n t o o n e w o r l d i s a v a r i a t i o n o f t h e 
M a o i s t s ' f a v o u r i t e t h e m e o f " c o l l u s i o n b e t w e e n t w o 
s u p e r p o w e r s . " 
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According to Teng Hsiao-ping's scheme, the soci
alist community of nations is a "non-existent" category. 
There are no class poles, no socialism, no capitalism-
only the struggle, so ardently wished for by Peking, 
of the "second" and "third" world against the "first," 
under the Maoists' leadership naturally. The theme of 
Teng Hsiao-ping's entire argument is that in today's 

Iworld the Soviet Union and not imperialism should be 
the main and perhaps sole target for struggle. Peking 
ignores the fact that such an approach leads people 
away from a real struggle against imperialism and co
lonialism, isolates the "third world" from its natural 
ally-the socialist countries-and objectively plays into 
the hands of imperialism. 

But we shall not dwell on such vain attempts to 
obliterate class differences in the social structures of 
states and the radical distinctions in their foreign po
licies springing from these differences. Let us consider 
here the place which the Maoists have allotted to China. 
According to Teng Hsiao-ping China is a "socialist 
developing country" belonging to the "third world." 
This definition evidently has a special meaning and 
sheds light on the Maoists' far-reaching aims. For if, 
according to the erroneous view of the Peking theo
rists, the socialist world no longer exists, and China 
remains a socialist country which nevertheless belongs 
to the "third world," then in keeping with Peking's 
logic it must become the guiding force of the develop
ing countries of the "third world." 

However, even in the Maoists' opinion such so
phistry lacks conviction. Otherwise they would not be 
thinking up new reasons for including China in the 
"third world," such as racial community or similarity 
of historical destinies, which the Peking leaders re
peatedly refer to in their meetings with visitors from 
Asia. What are we to make of this? Attempts to bring 
racialist views into politics are not new, and in this 
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respect the Maoists are not original. One may recall 
that racialism was employed by Japanese militarists 
who tried to turn Asia into their colonial empire-the 
"great sphere of East-Asian co-prosperity." The Mao
ists' attempts to substitute the socio-class approach to 
international events and phenomena for racial charac
teristics are not to their credit. They are merely fol
lowing in the footsteps of the unlucky character from 
a story by Lu Hsin who gave himself a lashing. 

Another argument used by Peking to justify Chi
na's place in the "third world" involves references to 
history. It is common knowledge that China, like other 
Asian countries, suffered from the encroachments of 
colonial powers. But it is a fact that as an empire Chi
na had used its power to subjugate its neighbours. The 
rulers of the Ching Empire had considered the colonial 
countries' attack on Indochina, Burma and other neigh
bouring countries as an encroachment on their own 
rights and interests and vied with the colonialists for 
power in these lands. We shall cite only one example 
of this. 

A few years ago I was translating Hsu Huai-
chung's We S o w L o v e (published in Peking), a book 
about Tibet. The author writes of the British colonial
ists' invasions of Tibet in 1887 and 1904 and of the 
steps taken by the rulers of the Ching Empire to fore
stall the British. Chao Erh-feng, a military leader 
who was then vicegerent of the Szechwan-Sikang-Yun
nan district, was appointed ruler of Tibet. In 1905 his 
troops stormed into Tibet where, to quote the author, 
they "dealt with the Tibetans in a most brutal way." 

Wherever Chao Erh-feng's army passed, writes 
Hsu Huai-chung, "the earth was drenched in blood, 
mountains of corpses rose everywhere, and there was 
a dead silence except for the croaking of carrion-crows." 

This aggressive policy was later continued by the 
leaders of the right-wing Kuomintang. In his book 
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China's Destiny and Chinese Economic Theory, C h i a n g 
K a i - s h e k w r o t e i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h i m p e r i a l i s t e x p a n s i 
o n i n A s i a i n t h e l a t e 1 9 t h a n d e a r l y 2 0 t h c e n t u r y : 
" T h e m e m o r y o f t h e d i s a s t r o u s l o s s o f R y u k y u ( L i u -
c h i u I s l a n d s ) , H o n g K o n g , F o r m o s a , t h e P e s c a d o r e s , 
I n d o c h i n a , B u r m a , a n d K o r e a w a s s t i l l f r e s h w h i l e 
t h e final c a l a m i t y o f t h e p a r t i t i o n i n g o f t h e w h o l e c o 
u n t r y w a s i m p e n d i n g . " 

T h e r e a d e r m a y s a y t h a t s u c h w a s t h e p o l i c y c o n 
d u c t e d b y t h e e m p e r o r s a n d t h e b o u r g e o i s r u l e r s o f 
C h i n a . B u t t h e p o i n t i s t h a t t h e p r e s e n t P e k i n g r u l e r s 
a r e t r e a d i n g i n t h e f o o t s t e p s o f C h i n a ' s f o r m e r r u l e r s 
a n d a r e t r y i n g t o j u s t i f y t h e i r s e i z u r e s . H e r e i s a n e x 
c e r p t f r o m M a o T s e - t u n g ' s w r i t i n g s : " H a v i n g d e f e a t e d 
C h i n a i n w a r , t h e y n o t o n l y o c c u p i e d m a n y s t a t e s b o r 
d e r i n g o n C h i n a t h a t w e r e u n d e r h e r p r o t e c t i o n , b u t 
s e i z e d o r ' l e a s e d ' p a r t o f h e r t e r r i t o r y . F o r e x a m p l e , 
J a p a n o c c u p i e d T a i w a n a n d t h e P e s c a d o r e s a n d ' l e a s e d ' 
P o r t A r t h u r , B r i t a i n s e i z e d H o n g K o n g , a n d F r a n c e 
' l e a s e d ' K w a n g c h o w W a n . " 

I t i s o b v i o u s t h a t t h e s e i z u r e o f H o n g K o n g a n d 
M a c a o f r o m C h i n a w a s a n a c t o f c o l o n i a l r o b b e r y . 
B u t w h e n t h e P e k i n g r u l e r s e q u a t e s u c h s t a t e s a s B u r 
m a a n d N e p a l w i t h H o n g K o n g a n d M a c a o , t h i s i s 
n o l o n g e r a m a t t e r o f c o n d e m n i n g c o l o n i a l s e i z u r e s 
b u t o n e o f P e k i n g ' s c l a i m s t o f o r e i g n t e r r i t o r i e s . 

T h e s e c l a i m s a r e c o n f i r m e d b y t h e r e c e n t p u b l i 
c a t i o n o f a t l a s e s a n d m a p s i n P e k i n g w h i c h a r e m o d i 
fied v e r s i o n s o f m a p s o f C h i n a u n d e r t h e C h i n g d y n a s 
t y . H o w f a r t h e M a o i s t s g o i n t h e i r c l a i m s c a n b e 
j u d g e d b y t h e Atlas oi PRC Provinces p u b l i s h e d i n 
S h a n g h a i , w h e r e n o t o n l y v a s t a r e a s o f S o u t h - E a s t 
A s i a a r e m a r k e d a s C h i n e s e t e r r i t o r y , b u t t h e e n t i r e 
S o u t h C h i n a S e a i s i n c l u d e d i n C h i n a ' s i n l a n d w a t e r s , 
a n d t h e C h i n e s e b o r d e r s a r e e x t e n d e d t o I n d o n e s i a 
a n d t h e P h i l i p p i n e s . I t i s n o t e w o r t h y t h a t i n t h e i r 
c l a i m s t o n e i g h b o u r i n g t e r r i t o r i e s t h e M a o i s t s h a v e 
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m a d e u s e o f a l i s t o f " C h i n a ' s l o s t t e r r i t o r i e s " c o m p 
i l e d i n t h e 2 0 ' s a n d 3 0 ' s b y K u o m i n t a n g p o l i t i c i a n s . 
T h i s i s a l s o c o n f i r m e d b y L i u P e i - h u a ' s Short History 
of Contemporary China p u b l i s h e d i n 1 9 5 3 i n P e k i n g 
w i t h m a p s p r e p a r e d b y t h e K u o m i n t a n g . S u c h c l a i m s 
a r e c a l l e d " c a r t o g r a p h i c a g g r e s s i o n " i n A s i a n c o u n 
t r i e s . I n t h e l a s t f e w y e a r s P e k i n g h a s t i m e a n d a g a i n 
l a i d c l a i m s t o n e i g h b o u r i n g t e r r i t o r i e s , s a y i n g t h a t 
t h e y w e r e " d i s p u t e d a r e a s , " w h i c h m e a n , a c c o r d i n g 
t o P e k i n g ' s l o g i c , a r e a s t h a t h a d b e e n t a k e n a w a y 
f r o m C h i n a . T h u s i n 1 9 5 6 P e k i n g l a i d c l a i m t o 1 7 0 
t h o u s a n d s q u a r e k i l o m e t r e s o f B u r m e s e t e r r i t o r y , a n d 
i n 1 9 6 9 , t o 1 3 0 t h o u s a n d s q u a r e k i l o m e t r e s o f I n d i a n 
t e r r i t o r y . T h e M a o i s t s h a v e r e p e a t e d l y r e s o r t e d t o t h e 
u s e o f f o r c e a g a i n s t t h e i r A s i a n n e i g h b o u r s a s a m e a n s 
o f b a c k i n g u p t h e i r c l a i m s . 

P o i n t i n g t o t h e s e f a c t s Utusan Malaysia, p u b l i s h e d 
i n K u a l a L u m p u r , h a s n o t e d t h a t t h e p r e s e n t P e k i n g l e 
a d e r s h i p l a y s t e r r i t o r i a l c l a i m s p r a c t i c a l l y t o a l l c o u n 
t r i e s b o r d e r i n g o n C h i n a , a n d t h a t t h e p u b l i c a t i o n o f 
m a p s o f C h i n a c o n f i r m i n g P e k i n g ' s t e r r i t o r i a l c l a i m s t o 
t h e n e i g h b o u r i n g c o u n t r i e s h a s a r o u s e d t h e c o n c e r n o f 
t h e g o v e r n m e n t s o f A s i a n d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s , w h i c h 
r e g a r d t h i s a s f u r t h e r e v i d e n c e o f P e k i n g ' s a t t e m p t t o 
e x p a n d C h i n a ' s t e r r i t o r y a t t h e e x p e n s e o f i t s n e i g h 
b o u r s . 

A l l t h e s e f a c t s s h o w t h a t P e k i n g ' s n e w m o d e l o f 
t h e w o r l d i s a p r o d u c t o f i t s d a n g e r o u s a m b i t i o n s . I n 
s u b s t i t u t i n g t h e a c t u a l l y e x i s t i n g c o n t r a d i c t i o n s b e t w e e n 
t h e f o r c e s o f s o c i a l i s m a n d n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n o n t h e 
o n e h a n d , a n d i m p e r i a l i s m , o n t h e o t h e r , w i t h t h e i r 
s t i l l b o r n s c h e m e s , t h e M a o i s t s p u r s u e d e f i n i t e p r a c t i 
c a l a i m s . T h e y w o u l d l i k e t o d r i v e a w e d g e i n t o t h e r e 
l a t i o n s b e t w e e n t h e s o c i a l i s t a n d d e v e l o p i n g c o u n t r i e s 
i n o r d e r t o i s o l a t e t h e l a t t e r a n d s a c r i f i c e t h e m t o 
P e k i n g ' s e x p a n s i o n i s t a m b i t i o n s , a n d f o r m a b l o c o f 
s t a t e s h e a d e d b y C h i n a u n d e r t h e b a n n e r o f s t r u g g l e 
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a g a i n s t t h e " t w o s u p e r p o w e r s " t h a t w o u l d h e l p P e k i n g 
c a r r y o u t i t s h e g e m o n i c p l a n s i n t h e w o r l d a r e n a . A l l 
t h i s i s a l s o a i m e d a t p r e v e n t i n g a n i m p r o v e m e n t o f 
S o v i e t - A m e r i c a n r e l a t i o n s a n d t h u s h i n d e r i n g t h e p r o 
cess o f d e t e n t e n o w u n d e r w a y . 

O n t h e w h o l e o n e c a n s a y t h a t t h e M a o i s t s ' m o d e l 
o f t h e w o r l d i s d e s i g n e d t o j u s t i f y t h e i r " s p e c i a l " 
c o u r s e i n t h e w o r l d a r e n a . T w o i n t e r c o n n e c t e d t r e n d s 
c a n b e s e e n i n t h e i r f o r e i g n p o l i c y a n d t h e y a r e c o n 
t i n u i n g t o d e v e l o p . O n t h e o n e h a n d , P e k i n g i s d e f i 
n i t e l y g o i n g o v e r f r o m a p a s s i v e s t a n d i n t h e s t r u g 
g l e a g a i n s t i m p e r i a l i s m t o a s e a r c h f o r d u b i o u s c o m 
p r o m i s e s w i t h i m p e r i a l i s t f o r c e s . O n t h e o t h e r , a n d 
t h i s i s p a r t i c u l a r l y o b v i o u s a g a i n s t t h e b a c k g r o u n d o f 
t h e f i r s t t e n d e n c y , P e k i n g ' s p o l i c y i s d r a w i n g e v e r 
c l o s e r t o a n t i - S o v i e t i s m , t o a t t e m p t s t o u n d e r m i n e t h e 
s o c i a l i s t c o m m u n i t y a n d t h e a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s t f r o n t a s 
a w h o l e . 

Expansion Southwards 
T h e r e i s h a r d l y a c o u n t r y i n S o u t h o r S o u t h - E a s t 

A s i a t h a t h a s n o t s u f f e r e d i n o n e f o r m o r a n o t h e r f r o m 
t h e d u p l i c i t y o f P e k i n g ' s f o r e i g n p o l i c y . P r o m i s e s o f 
f r i e n d s h i p a n d p r o v o c a t i o n o f b o r d e r i n c i d e n t s , " d i 
p l o m a c y o f s m i l e s " a n d u s e o f C h i n e s e e m i g r a n t s a s 
t h e " f i f t h c o l u m n " - s u c h a r e t h e d i p l o m a t i c m e a n s 
u s e d b y P e k i n g t o p r o m o t e i t s e x p a n s i o n i s t a i m s i n 
t h i s p a r t o f t h e w o r l d . W h e n i n t h e m i d - f i f t i e s P e k i n g 
t o o k p a r t i n t h e B a n d u n g C o n f e r e n c e , w h i c h w a s c o n 
v e n e d f o r t h e p u r p o s e o f s t r e n g t h e n i n g A f r o - A s i a n s o 
l i d a r i t y , i t u s e d t h e o c c a s i o n t o e s t a b l i s h c o n t a c t s w i t h 
I n d i a a n d t o s i g n w i t h t h e l a t t e r d o c u m e n t s p r o c l a i m 
i n g t h e p r i n c i p l e s o f p e a c e f u l c o e x i s t e n c e ( P a n c h 
S h i l a ) i n o r d e r t o e n h a n c e i t s p r e s t i g e i n A s i a . A t t h a t 
t i m e t h e M a o i s t s w e r e t r y i n g t o i n g r a t i a t e t h e m s e l v e s 
w i t h I n d i a . B u t a s s o o n a s P e k i n g b e c a m e a w a r e t h a t 
I n d i a ' s n o n - a l i g n m e n t p o l i c y w a s a h i n d r a n c e t o i t s 
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h e g e m o n i c c o u r s e , i t p r o v o k e d a r m e d c o n f l i c t s o n t h e 
C h i n e s e - I n d i a n f r o n t i e r . A s n o t e d b y t h e I n d i a n j o u r 
n a l i s t D h a r a m v i r S i g n h T y a g i i n h i s b o o k Chinese 
M a n d a i i m s m , " C h i n a ' s a i m i n p r o v o k i n g a c o n f l i c t 
w i t h I n d i a o v e r t h e b o r d e r w a s n o t m e r e l y a d e s i r e 
f o r t e r r i t o r i a l g a i n s . I t a l s o w a n t e d t o e x p o s e I n d i a ' s 
w e a k n e s s a n d u n d e r m i n e t h e l a t t e r ' s p o s i t i o n s i n t h e 
T h i r d W o r l d b y m a k i n g i t a b a n d o n n o n - a l i g n m e n t . " 

S h o w i n g o p e n h o s t i l i t y t o w a r d s I n d i a t h e M a o i s t s 
a t t e m p t e d t o s e t a g a i n s t I n d i a i t s n e a r e s t n e i g h b o u r s -
B u r m a a n d P a k i s t a n - i n u t t e r d i s r e g a r d o f t h e f a c t 
t h a t i m p e r i a l i s m h a d d r a w n P a k i s t a n i n t o m i l i t a r y 
b l o c s . I n 1 9 6 7 , w h e n t h e " c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n " w a s a t 
i t s h e i g h t , t h e M a o i s t s ' g r o s s i n t e r f e r e n c e l e d t o a 
b r e a k w i t h B u r m a a l t h o u g h e a r l i e r P e k i n g ' s r e l a t i o n s 
w i t h B u r m a h a d s e r v e d a s a " m o d e l " o f i t s g o o d -
n e i g h b o u r l y p o l i c y i n A s i a . 

I t h a s l o n g b e e n n o t e d t h a t w h e n e v e r c o n f l i c t s o f 
a n y k i n d t a k e p l a c e i n A s i a P e k i n g d o e s i t s b e s t t o 
a g g r a v a t e t h e m . S u c h w a s i t s p o s i t i o n i n t h e H i n d o -
P a k i s t a n i c o n f l i c t s . P e k i n g ' s a c t i o n s w e r e p r o v o c a t i v e 
w i t h r e s p e c t t o t h e f o u n d a t i o n o f t h e i n d e p e n d e n t R e 
p u b l i c o f B a n g l a d e s h . T h e M a o i s t s d i d e v e r y t h i n g t o 
e x a c e r b a t e t h e s i t u a t i o n i n A s i a , t o i n s t i g a t e " s t a g g e r 
i n g e v e n t s " w h i c h w e r e t o p a s s f o r a " r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
s i t u a t i o n " a n d w h i c h P e k i n g u s e d f o r i n t e r f e r i n g i n 
t h e i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s o f o t h e r c o u n t r i e s . 

T h e C h i n e s e l e a d e r s t r i e d t o p r e v e n t a f u r t h e r 
n o r m a l i z a t i o n o f t h e s i t u a t i o n i n t h e H i n d u s t a n s u b 
c o n t i n e n t . T h e i r c o n t i n u i n g a t t a c k s a g a i n s t I n d i a a n d 
a g a i n s t t h e p o l i c y o f p r o g r e s s i v e c h a n g e s c o n d u c t e d 
b y t h e g o v e r n m e n t o f I n d i r a G a n d h i a r e e v i d e n c e o f 
t h i s . 

A s f o r t h e M a o i s t s ' a t t i t u d e t o I n d i a , t h e y a r e o u t 
t o h i n d e r a l l s o c i o - e c o n o m i c c h a n g e s t h a t a r e b e i n g 
i m p l e m e n t e d i n t h e c o u n t r y , d i s r u p t i t s i n t e r n a l s t a b i 
l i t y a n d h i n d e r S o v i e t - I n d i a n c o o p e r a t i o n b a s e d o n 
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t h e t r e a t y o n f r i e n d s h i p s i g n e d b e t w e e n t h e t w o 
c o u n t r i e s . 

T h e M a o i s t s o p e n l y e n c o u r a g e d a c t s o f t e r r o r i s m 
b y Y a h y a K h a n ' s m i l i t a r y r e g i m e i n B a n g l a d e s h a n d 
t h e a n t i - I n d i a n p o l i c y c o n d u c t e d b y t h e P a k i s t a n i g o v 
e r n m e n t a t t h a t t i m e . 

D u r i n g t h e " t w o - w e e k " w a r t h e P R C l e a d e r s p o u 
r e d o u t t o r r e n t s o f l i e s c o n c e r n i n g I n d i a i n t h e U N 
a n d t h e C h i n e s e p r e s s . T h e C h i n e s e d e l e g a t e i n t h e 
S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l w e n t s o f a r a s t o w a r n t h e g o v e r n 
m e n t o f I n d i a t h a t i t w o u l d " r e a p t h e b i t t e r f r u i t t h a t 
i t h a d s o w n . " T o d a y i t i s o b v i o u s t h a t t h e " b i t t e r 
f r u i t " w a s r e a p e d , n o t b y I n d i a , b u t b y t h e P a k i s t a n i 
m i l i t a r y r e g i m e a n d i t s p a t r o n s i n P e k i n g . 

I n s e e k i n g t o u n d e r m i n e s t a b i l i t y a n d s e c u r i t y i n 
t h e H i n d u s t a n i s u b c o n t i n e n t P e k i n g h o p e s t o p e r p e 
t u a t e t h e d i s c o r d s b e t w e e n t h e s t a t e s i n t h i s a r e a a n d 
w e a k e n I n d i a ' s f o r e i g n p o l i c y p o s i t i o n a n d n a t i o n a l 
u n i t y . A c c o r d i n g t o t h e s c h e m e s o f P e k i n g ' s p o l i t i c a l 
s t r a t e g i s t s t h i s w o u l d o p e n t h e w a y f o r C h i n a ' s p e 
n e t r a t i o n i n t o t h e a r e a . 

T h e H s i n h u a N e w s A g e n c y ' s s h a r p a t t a c k s 
a g a i n s t I n d i a w i t h r e g a r d t o t h e a g r e e m e n t o n t h e 
K a s h m i r q u e s t i o n s i g n e d i n D e l h i c a m e a s n o s u r p r i s e 
t o I n d i a n o b s e r v e r s . T h i s c a n b e s e e n i n t h e r e a c t i o n 
o f t h e I n d i a n p r e s s . Times oi India o f M a r c h 1 8 , 1 9 7 5 , 
s a i d : " T h e N e w C h i n a N e w s A g e n c y ' s c o m m e n t a r y o n 
t h e a c c o r d b e t w e e n M r s . I n d i r a G a n d h i a n d S h e i k h 
A b d u l l a h i s n o m e r e r e i t e r a t i o n o f t h e C h i n e s e g o v e r n 
m e n t ' s k n o w n v i e w s o n t h e K a s h m i r q u e s t i o n : i t i s 
a n u n r e s t r a i n e d a n t i - I n d i a n o u t b u r s t . A s s u c h i t i s 
s h a r p l y a t v a r i a n c e w i t h t h e r e c e n t h i n t s g i v e n b y 
C h i n e s e s p o k e s m e n i n c l u d i n g t h e v i c e - p r e m i e r M r . 
C h e n H s i - l i e n a b o u t t h e i m p r o v e d c l i m a t e f o r S i n o -
I n d i a n r e l a t i o n s . " 

I n t h i s c o n n e c t i o n o n e m a y r e c a l l t h e S i n o - A m e -
r i c a n c o m m u n i q u e o n t h e r e s u l t s o f t h e U S P r e s i d e n t ' s 
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v i s i t t o t h e P R C , s i g n e d o n F e b r u a r y 2 8 , 1 9 7 2 . I n i t 
t h e C h i n e s e a s s e r t e d t h a t C h i n a w a s t h e s o l e c h a m p i o n 
o f t h e K a s h m i r p e o p l e ' s i n t e r e s t s . I n d i a ' s s t a n d o n t h i s 
q u e s t i o n w a s i g n o r e d . I n t h e c o u n t r i e s o f t h e S o u t h 
A s i a n s u b c o n t i n e n t t h i s w a s r e g a r d e d a s a g r o s s a t 
t e m p t t o c o m p l i c a t e r e l a t i o n s b e t w e e n t h e n e i g h b o u r 
i n g c o u n t r i e s i n t h e a r e a . 

P e k i n g p e r s i s t s i n i t s a t t e m p t s t o a g g r a v a t e t h e 
s i t u a t i o n i n S o u t h A s i a . I t c o n t i n u e s t o s u p p l y a r m s 
t o d i f f e r e n t s e p a r a t i s t g r o u p s e n g a g e d i n u n d e r m i n i n g 
s t a b i l i t y i n s e v e r a l A s i a n c o u n t r i e s . A m o n g t h e s e 
g r o u p s a r e t h e i n s u r g e n t s i n t h e I n d i a n s t a t e s o f N a -
g a l a n d a n d M i z o r a m ( U . T . ) . 

A s r e p o r t e d b y Times oi India, d e t a c h m e n t s o f 
s o l d i e r s r e c r u i t e d f r o m t h e N a g a a n d M i z o t r i b e s a r e 
b e i n g t r a i n e d a t m i l i t a r y b a s e s i n t h e C h i n e s e p r o v 
i n c e o f Y u n a n . T h e y a r e e q u i p p e d w i t h C h i n e s e a r m s 
a n d s m u g g l e d b y w a y o f t h e A n d a m a n M o u n t a i n s i n t o 
t h e e a s t e r n s t a t e s o f I n d i a w h e r e t h e y m a k e a m b u s h e s 
a n d c o m m i t a c t s o f a r s o n a n d t e r r o r i z e t h e p e a c e f u l 
p o p u l a t i o n . N e w e v i d e n c e o f P e k i n g ' s i n t e r f e r e n c e i n 
I n d i a n a f f a i r s c a m e t o l i g h t a t a p r e s s c o n f e r e n c e 
h e l d i n D e l h i i n F e b r u a r y 1 9 7 4 , a t w h i c h i n s u r g e n t 
l e a d e r s S k a t o S w u a n d Z u h e t o f r o m t h e N a g a t r i b e 
w h o h a d g o n e o v e r t o t h e s i d e o f t h e I n d i a n g o v e r n 
m e n t s p o k e o f t h e i r f o r m e r a c t i v i t i e s . Hindustan Stan
dard s a i d o n A p r i l 2 5 , 1 9 7 5 , t h a t I n d i a ' s s e c u r i t y f o r 
c e s h a d i n t h e c o u r s e o f r e c e n t o p e r a t i o n s s e i z e d C h i 
n e s e a r m s a n d a m m u n i t i o n t o g e t h e r w i t h s e v e r a l d o 
c u m e n t s a n d p u b l i c a t i o n s i n c l u d i n g c o p i e s o f r e d 
b o o k s w i t h M a o ' s q u o t a t i o n s . 

T a k i n g i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n P e k i n g ' s s u b v e r s i v e a c 
t i v i t i e s , a t t h e b e g i n n i n g o f 1 9 7 5 I n d i a ' s P a r l i a m e n t 
p a s s e d a r e s o l u t i o n o n s e t t i n g u p a p r e s i d e n t i a l g o 
v e r n m e n t i n t h e N a g a l a n d S t a t e . T h e p o l i t i c a l s i t u a 
t i o n i n N a g a l a n d w a s d i s c u s s e d i n d e t a i l a t a m e e t i n g 
o f t h e c o m m i t t e e f o r p o l i t i c a l a f f a i r s o f t h e I n d i a n g o v -
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